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LEaiSLATURE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 


GOVERNOR. 

His  Exoellenoy  the  Bight  Honourable  Uohtbb  John  Mabk,  Earl  of  Bantubly,  Knight  Com- 
mander of  the  Moat  Distingaiehed  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George. 


THE  MINISTRY. 


Premier,  Colonial  Treasurer,  PostmaRter-General, 
EUeotrio  Telegraph  Commissioner,  Commis- 
sioner of  Trade  and  Customs,  Minister  of 
Labour,  and  Minister  of  Native  Afiairs 

Minister  of  Xiands,  Minister  for  Agrioulture,  and 
Commissioner  of  Forests 

Minister  of  Mines  and  Minister  for  Railways 

Colonial  Secretary,  Commissioner  of  Stamp 
Duties,  and  Representing  Native  Baoe 

Minister  of  Bduoation  and  Minister  of  Immi- 
gration 

Minister  for  Public  Works  and  Minister  of  Marine 

Minister  of  Justice,  Minister  of  Defence,  and 
Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industries 


The  Right  Hon.  Rxohabd  John  Sboooh,  P.C. 


The  Hon.  John  McKxnzib. 

The  Hon.  Alfbbd  Jsbomb  Cadkan. 
The  Hon.  Jambs  Cabboll. 

The  Hon.  William  Campbell  Walxbb. 

The  Hon.  William  HallJonbs. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Thompson. 


ROLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 


Aoland,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,  Canter- 
bury. 

Arkwright,  Hon.  Francis,  Wellington. 

Baillie,  Hon.  William  Douglas  Hall,  Marl- 
borough (Chairman  of  Committees). 

Bamiooat,  Hon.  John  Wallis,  Nelson. 

Bolt,  Hon.  William  Mouat,  Otago. 

Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 

Bowen,  Hon.  Charles  Christopher,  Canterbury. 

Feldwick,  Hon.  Henry,  Otago. 

Grace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  C.M.G.,  Wel- 


8,  Hon.  Benjamin,  Auckland. 
Holmes,  Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 
Jenkinson,  Hon.  John  Edward,  X)anterbury. 
Jennings,  Hon.  Williank  Thomas,  Auckland. 
Johnston,  Hon.  Charles  John,  Wellington. 
Jones,  Hon.  C^rge,  Otago. 
Kelly,  Hon.  Thomas,  Taranaki. 
Kelly,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
Kenny,  Hon.  Courtney  William  Aylmer  Thomas, 

Marlborough. 
Keir,  Hon.  James,  Westland. 
ICaoGregor,  Hon.  John,  Otago. 
MoCuUough,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
McLean,  Hon.  Geo^e,  Otago. 


Miller,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago  (Speaker). 

Montgomery,  Hon.  William,  Canterbury. 

Morris,  Hon.  George  Bentham,  Auckland. 

Oliver,  Hon.  Bichard,  Otago. 

Ormond,  Hon.  John  Davies,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 

Pinkerton,  Hon.  David,  Otago. 

Beeves,  Hon.  Bichard  Haiman  Jeffares,  Nelson. 

Beynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 

Bichardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  Wellington. 

Bigg,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 

Shephard,  Hon.  Joseph,  Nelson. 

Shnmski,  Hon.  Samuel  Edward,  Otago. 

Smith,  Hon.  William  Cowper,  Hawke*s  Bay. 

Stevens,  Hon.  Edward  Cephas  John,  Canter- 
bury. 

Stewart,  Hon.  William  Downie,  Otago. 

Swanson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 

Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Eerei,  Otago. 

Walker,  Hon.  Lancelot,  Canterbury. 

Walker,  Hon.  William  Campbell,  Canterbury. 

Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  George  Stoddart,  E.C.M.G., 
Hawke's  Bay. 

Whyte,  Hon.  John  Blair,  Auckland. 

Williams,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
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LIST  OP  MEMBERS  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Allen,  Edmund  Giblett,  Waikouaiti. 

Allen,  Jamefi,  Brace. 

Bollard,  John,  Eden. 

Brown,  Henry,  Taranaki. 

Buchanan,  Walter  Clarke,  Wairarapa. 

Gadman,  Hon.  Alfred  Jerome,  Ohinemuri. 

Camcross,  Walter  Charles  Frederick,  Taieri. 

Carroll,  Hon.  Jamefi,  Waiapu. 

Carson,  Gilbert,  Wanganui. 

Crowther,  William,  City  of  Auckland. 

Duncan,  Thomas  Young,  Oeunaru. 

Field,  Henry  Augustus,  Otaki. 

Fisher,  George,  City  of  Wellington. 

Flatman,  Frederick  Bobert,  Geraldine. 

Fraser,  William,  Wakatipu. 

Gilfedder,  Michael,  Wallace. 

Grahflun,  John,  City  of  Nelson. 

Guinness,  Arthur  Robert,  Grey  (Chairman  of 

Committees). 
Hall-Jones,  Hon.  William,  Timaru. 
Heke,  Hone,  Northern  Maori. 
Herries,  William  Herbert,  Bay  of  Plenty. 
Hogg,  Alexander  Wilson,  Masterton. 
Holland,  James  Job,  City  of  Auckland. 
Houston,  Bobert  Morrow,  Bay  of  Islands. 
Hunter,  George,  Waipawa. 
Hutcheson,  John,  City  of  Wellington. 
Hutchison,  George,  Patea. 
Joyce,  John,  Lyttelton. 
Kaihau,  Henare,  Western  Maori. 
Kelly,  James  White,  Invercargill. 
Lang,  Frederic  William,  Waikato. 
Lamach,  Hon.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G.,  Tuapeka. 
Lawry,  Fiank,  Pamell. 
Lethbridge,  Frank  Yates,  Rangitikei. 
Lewis,  Charles,  City  of  Christchurch. 
Mackenzie,    Mackay    John    Scobie,    City    of 

Dunedin. 
McGowan,  James,  Thames. 


McGuire,  Felix,  Hawera. 

McRenzie,  Hon.  John,  Waihemo. 

McKenzie,  Roderick,  Motueka. 

McLean,  Robert  Donald  Douglas,  Napier. 

Massey,  William  Ferguson,  Franklin. 

Meredith,  Richard,  Ashley. 

Millar,  John  Andrew,  City  of  Dunedin. 

Mills,  Charles  Houghton,  Wairau. 

Monk,  Richard,  Waitemata. 

Montgomery,  William  Hugh,  EUesmere. 

Moore,  Richard,  Kaiapoi. 

Morrison,  Arthur,  Caversham. 

0*Meara,  John,  Pahiatua. 

0*Regan,  Patrick  Joseph,  BuUer. 

O'Rorke,  Hon.  Sir  George  Maurice,  Kt.,  Manu- 

kau  (Speaker). 
Parata,  Tame,  Southern  Maori. 
Pere,  Wi,  Eastern  Maori. 
Pirani,  Frederick,  Palmerston. 
Richardson,  Hon.  George  Frederick,  Mataura. 
Rolleston,  Hon.  William,  Ricoarton. 
Russell,  William  Russell,  Hawke*s  Bay. 
Seddon,  Right  Hon.  Richard  John,  Westland. 
Sligo,  Alexander,  City  of  Dunedin. 
Smith,  George  John,  City  of  Christchurch. 
Stevens,  John,  Manawatu. 
Steward,  Hon.  William  Jukes,  Waitaki. 
Stout,   Hon.  Sir    Robert,    K.C.M.G.,  City  of 

Wellington. 
Symes,  Walter,  Egraont. 
Tanner,  William  Wilcox,  Avon. 
Taylor,  Thomas  Edward,  City  of  Christchurch. 
Thompson,  Hon.  Thomas,  City  of  Auckland. 
Thompson,  Robert,  Marsden. 
Thomson,  James  William,  Clutha. 
Ward,  Hon.  Joseph  George,  Awarua. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart,  Selwyn. 
Wilson,  Charles,  Suburbs  of  Wellington. 
Wright,  Edward  George,  Ashburton. 
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Alusm,  Mr.  E.  G.,  WaikotMtU^ 
Financial  Statement,  m.  55, 167 
Hospital  Nurses'  Railway-tickets,  q,  547 
Martini- Henry  Ammunition,  q.  549 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Loans  Consolidation 

Bill,  Com.  647 
Otago  Peninsula  Road,  g.  449 
Secondary  State  SchoolB,  q,  440 
•  Supply— 

Glass  v.,  640 

Class  VI.,  707 

Class  XI.,  719 
Surfacemen's  Half-holiday,  g.  896 

Ai^LBH,  Mr.  J.,  Brucet 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  652 
Financial  Statement,  m.  8 
Forfeitures  and  Surrenders,  g.  436 
Lands  for  Sale,  g.  488 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

68 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  584 
Supply— 

m.692 

Class  II.,  605,  612,  617,  620,627  <fco. 

Class  IV.,  637 

Class  v.,  640 

Class  VI.,  705,  707,  711  Ac 

Class  Vin..  713 

ClassIX.,  715,  716 

Class  X.,  717 

Class  XI..  718,  721,  722 


Abkwbioht.  Hon.  F.,  Wellington^ 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  259 


B. 

BoLLABD,  Mr.  jr.,  Eden^ 
Financial  Statement,  m,  220 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

76 
Supply — 

m.679 

Class  II.,  632 

Class  v.,  689,704 

Class  VI.,  708,  711 

Class  VIIL,  718 

Class  X.,  717 

Class  VI.,  717 

Bolt,  Hon.  W.  M.,  Otago, 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  258 

Bonab,  Hon.  J.  A.,  WsaUand, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Officers'  Guarantee 

and  Provident  Fund,  g.  426 
Coroners  Bill,  2b.  474 

Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  261     . 
Mining  Companies  Bill,  2b.  880 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  m.  429 

Bowbn,  Hon.  C.  C,  CafU&rbury, 
Premier  and  the  Counoil,  The,  m.  427,  483 
Teachers  Incorporation  and  Court  of  Appeal 
Bill,  2b.  877 
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Bbown,  Mr.  H.,  Taranaki, 

Oommittee  of  Selection,  m.  656 

Compensation  foi  Destraotion  of  Cattle,  o. 
446 

Diamond  Jubilee  Medals,  q.  484 

Financial  Statement,  m.  121 

Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  q.  451 

New    Plymoath    Railway-station    Enlarge- 
ment, q,  447 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  618 
CIms  VI.,  710 
Class  XI.,  790 

Waitara  Bridge,  q.  451 

West  Coast  Native  Beserves  Act,  q,  888 

Buchanan,  Mr.  W.  C,  Wairarapa, 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  652,  658 
Defence  Act,  q.  891 
Financial  Statement,  m.  86 
Government  Advertising,  m.  475 
Government  Business,  m.  161 
Rabbit  Act,  q.  892 
lUveU's  Retirement,  Mr.,  m.  477 
Supply— 

t».668 

Class  I..  863,  867,  870,  882,  412,  418  &o. 

Class  n.,  611,  614,  619  Ao. 

Class  IV.,  686,  687 

Class  v.,  640,  641,  708,  704 

Class  VI.,  705,  706, 707  Ac. 

Class  VIII.,  712,  713  Ac. 

Glass  X.,  716 

Class  XI.,  717,  719,  721,  722 

Class  XII.,  722 
Technical  Classsa,  f .  3^ 
Wsstport-Ngakawau  Railway  EztsnsiMi  Bill, 

2b.  468,  471 
Women's  Franchise,  q.  390 


G. 

Oadiun,  Mr.   A.  J.,  Ohinemuri  (Minister  of 

Mines  and  Minister  of  Railways), 
Auckland  Railway-crossing,  q.  392 
Berwick- Waipori  Track,  q.  390 
Casual  Employment  in  Railway  Department, 

9.441 
Central  Otago  Water  eenseevation,  q.  400 
Chairmen  of  Education  Boaods'  Free  Passes, 

2.489 
Christchurch  Railway  Shed- accommodation, 

({.  446 
Coal  and  Railway  Material,  q,  400 
Qyanide  Process   Oold-eztraotion  BiU,   2b. 

461 
Dunedin  Rail  way  ^station,  q,  548 
Bltham  Railway-station,  q.  408 
Financial  Statement,  m.  58,  225 
Greenlane  Station  PassfAger  Traffic,  q,  446 
Hanmer  Plains  Sanatorium,  q,  545 
Hospital  Nones'  Railway-tiokets,  g.  547 
Land  for  Xiandless  Maoris,  q,  447 
Left  Luggage,  q,  435 

Little  Rivet^hristohuroh  Railway,  q.  486 
Lytteiton  Stationmaster,  g.  898 
Mining  Bill,  2b.  461 
Mosgiel  Railway -station,  g.  456 


Cadman,  Mr.  A.  J.— continued. 

New   Plymouth  Railway  •  station    Enlarge- 
ment, g.  447 

Officers'  Light  Uniforms,  g.  536 

Opals  in  South  Canterbury,  g.  440 

Oroua  Bridge  Railway-station,  g.  457 

Otage  Central  Railway,  g.  594 

Palmerston  North  Show,  g.  393 

Permanganate  Process,  g.  586 

Picton  Railway- wharf,  g.  595 

Railway-fares,  g.  597 

Stud  6hee|>  and  other  Stud  Stock,  g.  392 

Supply- 
Class  IX.,  715,  716 
Class  XL,  717,  718  &c. 

Surfacemen's  Half -holiday,  g.  396 

Technical  Classes,  g.  391 

Thames-Coromandel    Peninsula   Geological 
Report,  g.  440 

Tokorahi  Estate,  g.  402 

Trout-fishing,  g.  402 

Uzbridge  Wayside- station,  g.  487 

Waihao-Glenavy  Flag- station,  g.  445 

Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Ezteosion  Bill, 
2b.  462,  469 

Cabnoboss,  Mr.  W.  C.  F.,  Tatsrt, 
Berwick- Waipori  Track,  g.  890 
Financial  Statement,  m.  54 
Mosgiel  Railway-station,  g.  455 

Gabboll,  Mr.  J.,  Waiapu  (Colonial  Secretary, 
Commissioner  of  Stamp  Duties,  and  Re- 
presenting Native  Race), 
Cemetery  Inspectors,  g.  895 
Civil  Service  Appointments,  g.  543 
Defiignation  of  Districts  Act,  g.  399 
Fairlie  Racing  Club,  g.  546 
Financial  Statement,  m.  52 
Marriage  Celebrations,  g.  458 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  550,  577 
Natives  ploughing  Lands,  g.  434 
Rooky  Mountain  Sheep,  ^c,  g.  442 
Sale  of  Trout,  g.  455 
School  Comtn&ttees'  Elections,  g.  548 
Supply— Class  VII.,  712 
United  Fire-brigades*  Association,  g.  450 
Women  on  School  Committees,  g.  54p 

Cabson,  Mt.  G.,  WangoMti^ 
Financial  Statement,  m.  287 
Government  Business,  m.  162 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  ^No.  2),  2b.  492 
Municipal  Franchise  Bnlargemeot  Bill,  2b.  69 
Supply — 

m.  675 

Class  I.,  414,  420 

Class  VI.,  710 

Class  XI.,  718 
Type-setting  MachineH,  g.  538 
Women  on  School  Committees,  g.  539 

Chaibman,  The, 
Supply — 
Class  I.,  363,  367,  414,  421 
Class  v.,  703 

Cbowthbb,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  Auckland, 
Auckland  Rallway-oMisiaigi  g.  891 
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Gbo^tthsb,  Mr.  W  .—^tmtifwsd. 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  68,  884 
"  Hinemoa,"  q.  458 
Ironbark,  Ao.,  q.  i52 
Legal  EiZpenBes,  m.  580 
Mnnioipal  Fxanohiae  Enlaigemeni  Bill,  2b. 

78 
Native  Liand  Laws  Bill»  2b.  560 ;  m.  581 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  q.  445 
Post-Offioe  Savings- Bank  Interest,  q.  400 
Supply — 

m.  667 

Class  I.,  410 

Glass  11.,  606,  607,  614,  624  Ac, 

Class  VI.,  708,  710 
''Talanekai,"m.206 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  525 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  605 
Westport-Ngakawaa  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  466  . 

D. 

DuBCAH,  Mr.  T.  Y.,  Oamaru, 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  615 
Supply— Glass  II.,  620,  629 


F. 

Fbldwick,  Hon.  H.,  Otago, 
Defamation  Bill,  2b.  476 
Inveroargill  Raoeooorse  Trustees  Empower- 
ing BiU,  2b.  645 
Native  Jjand  Laws  Bill,  m.  645 

Field,  Mr.  H.  A.,  OUM, 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  65, 117 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  676 

FisHBB,  Mr.  G.,  CUy  of  WeUmgUm, 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Provident  Fund,  g. 

541 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  273,  287 
Free  Law  Department,  q,  484 
Letter-carriers  and  Christmas  Cards,  q.  485 
Lytteiton  Harboar  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  613 
Nav%l  Training-school,  q,  450 
Police  Foree  Long-servioe  Pay,  q,  892 
Shop-hours  Aot,  q.  548 
Sopply-^lass  I.,  417 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  517; 

Com.  628 
WMtport  Harbour  Board  Loan  BiU,  2b.  605 

Flatmait,  Mr.  F.  R.,  Oeraldins, 
Canterbury  College  Board,  q.  897 
Cemetery  Inspectors,  q,  895 
Codlin-moth,  q.  444 

Crieklewood  Postal  Accommodation,  q.  446 
Financial  Statement,  m.  63,  110,  858 
Land  for  Settlement  in  Canterbury,  q,  446 
Lytteiton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  511 
Supply— Class  II.,  616, 620,  628,  682 
Technical  Education,  q.  894 
Umited  Fire-hiigades*  ABsocaation,  q,  460 

Fbasxb,  Mr.  W.,  Wakaiipu, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  347 


Fbasbb,  Mr.  W. — conHti/ued, 
Land  and   Income  Assesament    Bill,  Rep. 

Sel.  Com.  582 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  575 
Supply — 

m.  668 

Class  I.,  412 

Class  II.,  606,  611,  625, 627,  632 

Class  VI.,  707 


o. 

GnJTBDDBB,  Mr.  M.,  Wallace^ 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  31 
Supply— 

m.  664 

Class  v.,  708 

Class  VI.,  709 

Class  Vm.,  712,  718 

Gbaob,  Hon.  M.  S.,  C.M.G.,  WeWngton, 
Coroners  Bill,  2b.  474 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  645 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  m,  431 
Supreme  Court  Bill,  Com.  66,  67 

Gbahak,  Mr.  J.,  CUy  of  Nehon, 

Asylums,  q.  893 

•<  Beef  Barrels  "  Rooks,  q.  459 

Financial  Statement,  m.  297 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  587,  598 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  629 
dasB  VI.,  710 

Wellington  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
Rep.  Sel.  Com.  886 

Guinness,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Qrey  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees), 

Committee  of  Selection,  m.  649 

Greymouth- Blackball  Daily  Mail -service, 
3.537 

Sokitika- Greymouth  Supreme  Court  Sit- 
tings, q,  535 

Lytteiton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  510 

Mining  Bill,  m.  461 

Ngahere-Blackball  Telegraph,  q,  587 

Supply— Clfass  I.,  867,  368 

Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  608 


Hall-Jonbs,  Mr.  W.,  Twnaru   (Minister   for 
Public  Works  and  Minister  ot  Marine), 
"  Beef  Barrels  "  Rocks,  q,  459 
Bumlkam  Industrial  Sohool,  g.  444 
Canterbury  College  Board,  q,  397 
DisjQond  Jubilee  Medals,  q.  434 
Financial  Statement,  m.  54 
Handbooks  for  Settlers,  q.  487 
**  Hinemoa,"  a.  458 
IfOeston  Ooorthoose,  q.  448 
Library,  q,  887 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  698 
New  Zealand  Flag,  q.  440 
North  l8i»ad  Main  Tr\^  RaUway,  q*  446 
Otira  Gorget  2*  ^1 
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Hall- Jones,  Mr.  W. — continued. 

Palmers  ton  North  Gourthoafie,  q»  400 

Pukekohe-Waiuku  Railway,  q.  401 

RookB  Point,  q.  887 

Secondary  State  Schools,  q.  440 

Supply- 
Glass  I..  419 

Glass  II.,  616  &c.,  621  &o. 
Glass  VI.,  706,  ike. 
Glass  VIII.,  712,  Ac. 
Glass  XII.,  722 

Technical  Education,  q.  894 

Wellington  Gity  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  528 ; 
Gom.  646 

Hekb,  Mr.  H.,  Northern  Maoris 
Gommittee  of  Selection,  tn,  668 
Financial  Satement,  m.  195,  827 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act,  q.  403 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  657,  560 
Supply — 

m.686 

Glass  II.,  617 

Glass  IV.,  687 

Glass  VI.,  710 

Glass  VII.,  712 

Glass  VIII.,  713 

HsBBiES,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Bay  ofPUnty, 
Gommittee  of  Selection,  m.  654 
Financial  Statement,  m.  106 
Mamaku  and  Ozford-Botorua  Road,  q.  466 
Members  visiting  Tauranga,  q.  401 
Rotorua  Drainage,  q.  589 
Sunday  Labour  in  Mines  Bill,  Gom.  461 
Supply — 

Glass  II.,  620 

Glass  IX.,  716 

HooQ,  Mr.  A.  W.,  Masterton, 

Bush-fires,  q,  596 

Financial  Statement,  m,  16,  53 

Handbooks  for  Settlers,  q.  437 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  511 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  567 

Naval  and  Military  Settlers*  and  Volunteers' 
Land  Acts,  q,  541 

Officers'  Light  Uniforms,  q.  635 

Revell's  Retirement,  Mr.,  m.  477 

Special  Rating  Areas,  q,  684 

Sale  of  Trout,  q,  454 

Sheep- dips,  q,  487 

Supply- 
Glass  I.,  409,  418 
Glass  II.,  612,  624,  628 
Glass  IV.,  688 
Glass  XL,  720 

Westport  Harbour  Loan  Bill,  2b.  604 

Holland,  Mr.  J.  J.,  City  of  Auckland, 
Auckland  Police-station,  g.  688 
Gommittee  of  Selection,  m.  668 
Financial  Statement,  tn.  55 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

66 
Supply— Glass  IV.,  686 

Houston,  Mr.  B.  M.,  Bay  of  Islands, 
Kauri  Timber  and  Land,  q,  443 


HuNTEB,  Mr.  J.,  Waipatoa, 
Eight  Hours  Bill,  and  Railway  Employes, 

q.  893 
Financial  Statement,  tn.  164 
Makaretu  Settlers,  ^.  489 
Manawatu-Waikopiro  Road,  q.  399 

HuTCHESON,  Mr.  J..  City  of  Wellington, 

Financial  Statement,  m.  42,  55 

Municipal    Franchise    Enlargement  Bill, 
2b.  67 

Post  and  Telegraph  Branch  Offices,  q.  444 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act,  q.  648 

Supply- 
Glass  II.,  618,  621 
Glass  XI.,  718 

Wellington  Gity  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  516, 
526 

Wellington  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
q.  386 ;  Gom.  647 

Workmen's    Gompensation    for    Acoidents, 
g.  587 

Hutchison,  Mr.  G.,  Patea, 
Financial  Statement,  in.  23,  62 
Government  Business,  m.  156, 158 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  480,  497 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  m.  531, 

533 
Land  Bill,  q.  887 
Miscellaneous  Revenue,  q.  635 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  570 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  Act,  q.  388 
Northern  Telegraph  Gonnection,  q.  402 
Refund  of  Stamp  Duties,  q.  402 
Sunday  Labour  in  Mines  Bill,  Gom.  461 
Supply— 

m.  695 

Glass  v.,  704 

Glass  VI.,  704 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  466 


Jenkinson,  Hon.  J.  E.,  Canterhwry, 
Glutha  River  Board,  q.  629 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  q,  471 

Jennings,  Hon.  W.  T.,  Auckland, 

Accidents  on  Vessels  in  Harbour,  q.  642 
Branding  Diseased  Gattle,  m.  643 
Premier  and  the  Oouncil,  The,  m.  481 

Jones,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  262 
Oamaru  Railway-station,  q.  642 
Premier  and  the  Gouncil,  The,  m.  432 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.,  Lyttelton, 
Industrial  Schools,  g.  637 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  615 
Naval  Training-school,  q.  449 
Pasteurising  Milk,  q.  402 
Worthington,  q.  687 
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Kaibau,  Mr.  H.,  Western  Maori, 
Pakekobe-Waiakn  Railway,  q.  401 
Supply-OlaeaVI..  711 

KxLLY,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Itwercargill, 
Electoral  Rolls,  m,  820 
FinaDcial  Statement,  m.  826 
InveroargUl  Public  Offioea  Site  Bill,  2b.  498 
Quarter-oastes  in  Southland,  q,  890 
Southland  County  Oonncil,  q.  547 
Supply— 

m.687 

Class  I.,  419,  428 

Class  II.,  606,  608  <&o.,  617  &c.,  627,  631 

Glass  IV..  685,  688 

Class  v.,  703 

Kblly,  Hon.  T.,  Taranaki, 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.   258; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  319 
Public  School  Teachers  Incorporation  and 

Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  2b.  374 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  q.  474 

Kbbb,  Hon.  jr.,  Westland, 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill.  2b.  261 


L. 

Labg,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Waikato, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  195 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  490 
Kawhia  Land  for  Settlement,  q,  887 
King- country  Land  for  Settlement,  q.  387 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  570 
Supply— 

m.664 

Glass  II.,  627 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G..  Tuapeka, 
Central  Otago  Water- conservation,  q.  399 
Library,  q.  887 
Sunday  Labour  in  Mines  Prevention   Bill, 

Com.  460 
Supply— Class  VI.,  710 
Worn  Silver  Coins,  q,  891 

Lawby,  Mr.  F.,  PanieU, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  99.  281 
Greenlane  Station  Passenger  Traffic,  q.  446 
Hotels  in  King- country,  q.  454 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  580 
Supply— 

m.  672,  692 

Class  XI.,  719 

Lethbbidob,  Mr.  F.  Y.,  Rangitikei, 
Financial  Statement,  tn.  50 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  q, 

457 
Moawhango  Telegraph  Extension,  q.  588 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  q.  451 
Supply,  m.  664 

Lewis,  Mr.  C,  CUy  of  Christchurcht 
Financial  Statement,  m.  206 


Lbwib,  Mr.  Q,—conUntied. 
Hanmer  Plains  Sanatorium,  q.  445 
Hansard,  q.  881 
Income-tax  Returns,  q.  542 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b. 
Lyttelton  Stationmaster,  q.  393 
Proprietary  Medicines,  q.  895 
Supply— Class  II.,  632 


510 


Mackenzie,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Adjournment,  m.  49 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  658,  658 
Dunedin  Railway- station,  q,  543 
Financial  Statement,  m.  49,  172 
Hansard,  Obs.  385 
Industrial,  Commercial,  and  other  Bills,  o. 

449 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  531 
Mining  Bill,  m.  461 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

71 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  586 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  1,  49 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  365  <fco.,  417  <&c. 

Class  II.,  604,  &c. 

Class  XL,  720,  <fcc. 
University  of  Otago  Leasing  and  Sales  Bill, 

2b.  648 

Masset,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Franklin, 
Chairmen  of  Education  Boards'  Free  Passes, 

g.  439 
Civil  Service  Appointments,  q,  543 
Coal  and  Railway  Material,  q,  400 
Financial  Statement,  m,  347 
Mineral  Oils  for  Motor  Purposes,  q,  54^ 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  573 
Supply— 

m.  668 

Class  II.,  606,  &c. 

Class  v.,  641,  707  &o. 

Glass  VIII.,  713 

Class  X.,  716 
Tick  Plague,  q,  391 

^cCuLLOUGH,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Mining  Companies  Bill,  2b.  380 
Teachers  Incorporation  and  Court  of  Appeal 
Bill,  2b.  276 

McGowAN,  Mr.  J.,  Thames, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  208 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

68 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  586 
Supply — 

Glass  I.,  418 

Class  II.,  624,  <fcc. 

Class  IV.,  636 

Class  v.,  706,  &o. 
Thames  -  Coromandel  Peninsula  Geological 

Report,  q,  440 
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MoGuiBB,  Mr.  F.,  Bmoera, 
AdvaDoee  to  Settlers,  g.  442 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  655 
EduoatioD  and  Other  Beserves  Leaseholders, 

£.  585 
Eltham  Court  Sittings,  q.  599 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  244 
Government  Business,  m.  162 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  484 
Leaseholders  of  Reserves,  q.  456 
Produce  Exportation,  q.  394 
Supply— 

m.  685 

Class  I.,  871 

Class  II.,  609,  &o. 

Class  IX.,  715 
Taranaki  Bondholders,  Obs.  320 

MoKenzxe,  Mr.  J.,  Waihemo  (Minister  of  Lands, 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  and  Comxnissioner 
of  Forests),   - 

Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Act,  q.  399 

Adjournment,  m.  52 

Advances  to  Settlers,  q.  443 

Analytical  Expert,  q.  452 

Awarua  Privilege  Committee,  g.  434 

Bush-fires,  q.  596 

Canterbury  College  Beserves,  q,  442 

Canterbury-Westland  Mails,  g.  437 

Godlin-moth,  g.  444 

Compensation  for  Destruction  of  Cattle,  g. 
446 

Crown  Lands  Act  and  Members  of  the  Civil 
Service,  g.  544 

Digger's  Gully,  g.  445 

Education  and  Other  Reserves  Leaseholdttrs, 
g.  535 

Fair  Bent  Bill,  g.  441 

Financial  Statement,  m.  52,  338 

Flax  Industry  in  the  Old  Country,  g.  390 

Forfeitures  and  Surrenders,  g.  436 

Forks  River  Bridge,  g.  458 

Fruit  Importation,  g.  434 

Government  Business,  m.  160 

Hanmer  Plains  Sanatorium,  g.  445 

Uannaton,  g.  397 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2r.  483 

InvercargiU  Public  Offices  Site  Bill,  Com. 
646 

Ironbark,  &c.,  g.  453 

Kauri  Timber  and  Land,  g.  444 

Kawhia  Land  for  Settlement,  g.  887 

King-country  Laud  for  Settlement,  g.  887 

Land  for  Landless  Natives,  g.  447 

Land  for  Settlement  in  Canterbury,  g.  446 

Land  Improvement  Account,  g.  402 

Lands  for  Sale,  g.  438 

Leaseholders  of  Beserves,  g.  456 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  508 

Mfterewhenua  Bridge,  g.  402 

Makaretu  Settlers,  g.  489 

Mamaku  and  Oxford-Rotorua  Road,  g.  456 

Manawatu-Waikopiro  Road,  g.  398 

Mandeville  and  Rangiora  Riding  Valuation, 
g.453 

Marlborough  and  Canterbury  Close  Settle- 
ment, g.  441 

Marlborough  Runs.  g.  451 

Mount  Cook  Road,  g.  399 


McKsNziE,  Mr.  J. — ccntinued. 
Murchison  Dray-bridge,  g.  396 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  584 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  Act,  g.  889 
Naval    and   Military    Settlers*  and   Volun- 
teers' Land  Acts,  g.  541 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  g.  461 
Nukuroa  Village  Settlement,  g.  437 
Old-age  Pensions  Claims,  g.  449 
Opihi  Gorge,  g.  397 
Otago  Peninsula  Road,  g.  449 
Pahiatua-Palmerston  Riange  Road,  g.  647 
Pasteurising  Milk,  g.  403 
Post  and  Telegraph  Branch  Offices,  g.  444 
Produce  Exportation,  g.  894 
Quarter-casJbes  in  Southland,  g.  890 
Rabbit  Act,  g.  392 
Raetihi  Unsold  Sections,  g.  449 
Remission  of  Bents  on  Bush  Lands,  g.  451 
Bevell's,  Mr.,  Betirement,  m.  477 
Botorua  Drainage,  g.  539 
Buapaua  Village  Settlers,  g.  397 
Salt  for  Agricultural  Purposes,  g.  588 
Sheep  dips.  g.  488 
Southland  County  Council,  g.  547 
Supply— 

wi.  685 

Class  I.,  864  &c.,  411  <fcc. 

Class  II.,  604,  &c. 

Class  X.,  716,  &c. 
Tick  Plague,  g.  891 

Tokatoka  Swamp  Drainage- works,  g.  540 
University  of  Otago  Leasing  and  Sales  Bill, 

2b.  649 
Waikakahi  and  Pareora  Estates,  g.  486 
Waikopiro  Settlers,  g.  546 
Wainono  Lagoon,  g.  458 
Waitara  Bridge,  g.  451 
Weasels  and  Stoats,  g.  589 
West  Coast  Native  Beserves  Act,  g.  388 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  471 
Whitcombe  Pass  Traok,  g.  455 
WhiUanga  Block,  g.  595 

McKbnzxe,  Mr.  R.,  Motuska, 

Financial  Statement,  tii.  321 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  562 

Personal  Explanation,  Obs.  680 

Sunday  Labour  in   Mines  Prevention  Bill, 
Com.  460 

Rocks  Point,  g.  886 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  414 
Class  III.,  426 
Class  II.,  608,  &c. 
Class  IV.,  686 
Class  XI.,  722 

West  Coast  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  War- 
den, g.  895 

Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  606 

WfStport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 
2b.  467 

McLbast,  Mr.  R.  D.  D.,  Napier, 
Cape  Kidnappers  Lighthouse,  g.  546 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  566 
Supply — 
Class  II.,  611,  <feo. 
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MgLban,  Mr.  B.  D.  D.—eorUinued, 
Supply— «m«wtt«d. 

Glass  IV.,  687 

Glass  VI.,  705,  &o. 
Weasels  aod  Stoats,  q.  589 

MsBBDiTH,  Mr.  R.,  Ashley, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  832 
Flax  Indostry  in  the  Old  Country,  q.  390 
Hanmer  Plains  Sanatorium,  g.  545 
Importation  of  Wheat  by  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land, q.  457 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  q.  889 
Lyttelton  Harboor  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  510 
Marlborough  and  Ganterbnry  Close  Settle- 
ment, q.  441  ^ 
Printing  in  Lyttelton  Gaol,  q,  549 
Supply— 
m.  662 

Class  I.,  872,  410  &o. 
Class  n.,  614 
Class  v.,  710 
Class  VIII..  713 
Class  XI.,  718 

MiiJ^AB,  Mr.  J.  A.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  126 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  498,  500 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Loans  Consolidation 

Bill,  dB.  647 
Supply,— 

Glass  IV.,  637 

Class  v.,  641,  706  &o. 

Glass  XI.,  719,  &c. 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  Com.  647 

MiiJiS,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Wairau, 
Analytical  Expert,  q.  452 
Australasian  Court  of  Appeal,  q.  402 
Financial  Statement,  m.  214 
Hansard,  Obs.  885 
Library,  q.  394 
Marlborough  Runs,  q,  451 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  585 
Naval  Traiuing-ship,  q.  450 
Permanent  Artillery,  m.  457 
Pioton  Railway-wharf,  q.  595 
Redress  against  Shipping  Companies,  g.  388 
Sheep  Department,  m.  320 
9npply— 

m.  662,  688 

Class  III.,  425 

Class  II.,  612 

Class  v.,  708,  ftc. 

Class  VIII.,  713 

MoMK,  Mr.  R.,  Waitemata, 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  660 
Crown  Lands  and  Members  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, q.  644 
Financial  Statement,  m.  149,  318 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  493 
Marine  Oil-engines,  q.  548 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  565 ;  m.  578,  594 
New  Zealand  Flag,  q,  439 
Postage  Rates,  q.  401 
Postal  Department  Overtime,  q.  392 
Supply— 

Ifl.  v64 


Monk,  Mr.  'R.—oonUimed. 
Supply — continued. 

Glass  I.,  870  <&o.,  414  &c. 

Class  III.,  425 

Class  II.,  609,  &c. 

Class  IV.,  638 

Class  v.,  706,  &c. 

Class  VIII.,  718 

Class  X.,  716 

Class  XII.,  722 
Tauhoa  Telephone  Extension,  g.  447 
Timber  Freight  on  Kaipara  Railway-line,  m. 

530 

MoNTOOMEBT,  Hou.  W.,  Canterbury, 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  260 
Teachers  Incorporation  and  Court  of  Appeal 
Bill,  2b.  375 

Montoombby,  Mr.  W.  H.,  EUwnere^ 

Adjournment*  m,  52 

Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  q.  585 

Financial  Statoment,  m.  80,  309 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  489 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  581 

Land  Improvement  Account,  q,  402 

Leetton  Oourthouse,  q.  448 

Little  River-Christohurch  Railway,  q,  436 

Southbridge  Constable,  q.  448 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  366,  417  4fec. 
Class  II.,  600,  <fcc. 
Class  III.,  424.  &c. 
Class  IV.,  636 
Glass  v.,  639 

Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  m.  628 

Moobb,  Mr.  R.,  Kaiapoi, 
Conference  of  Premiers,  q.  479 
Fmanoial  Statement,  m.  135 
Hansard,  Obs.  386 
Imprest  Supply  Bill. (No.  2),  2b.  491 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  m.  532 
Mandeville  and  Rangiora  Riding  Valuation, 

$.453 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

72 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  574 
Official  Year-book,  g.  486 
Otira  Gorge,  q.  451 
Supply— Class  II.,  609,  &o. 
United  Fire-brigades'  Association,  g.  452 
Westport-Ngalmwau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  469 

MoBBisoN,  Mr.  A.,  Cavershanij 
Adjournment,  m.  52 
Financial  Statement,  m.  2,  318 
Lyttelton   Harbour    Board    Loan    Bill,  2b. 

512 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

65 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  588,  591 
Supply — 

Class  III.,  423,  &c. 

Class  IV.,  636 

Class  XL,  717,  &c. 
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Olivsb,  Hon.  R.,  Otago, 
Coroners  Bill,  2b.  474 
Debts  Recovery  Limitatioo   Bill.   2b.  256; 

Oom.  872 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  Com.  645 

0*Meaba,  Mr.  J.,  Pahiatua, 
Finanoial  Statement,  m.  239 
Pahiataa-Palmerston  Range  Road,  q,  547 
Remission  of  Rent  on  Bush  Lands,  q,  451 

O'Rboan,  Mr.  P.  J.,  BuUer, 
Crimes  against  the  Person  and  Property,  g. 

540 
Financial  Statement,  m.  52 
Lyttelton  Harboar  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  512 
Medical  Men  in  Country  DiRtriots,  q.  599 
Mining  Bill,  2b.  461 
Murohison  Dray-bridge,  q,  896 
Rooky  Mountain  Sheep,  Ac,  q.  442 
School  Committees'  Elections,  q.  543 
Sunday  Labour  in  Mines   Prevention  Bill, 

Com.  460 ;  Cons,  of  Amends.  649 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  365 

Class  III.,  426 

Class  II..  606,  620,  622,  624,  625,  630 

Class  IV.,  638 

Class  VL.  711 
Unimproved  Values  Rating,  q,  397 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  500, 

507 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  466 

Obmomd,  Hon.  J.  D.,  Hawke's  Bay, 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  m.  430 

O'RoBKE,  Sir  G.  M.,  Kt..  Manukau, 
Supply-Class  VI.,  707 


Pabata,  Mr.  T.,  SouUieni  Maori, 
Land  for  Landless  Maoris,  q,  447 
Taiaroa's,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Petition,  q,  595 

Pb ACOCK,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
Adjournment,  m.  529 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  m.  431 
Public  School  Teachers    Incorporation  and 
Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  2b.  376 

Pebe,  Mr.  W.,  Eastern  Maori, 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  564 
Supply— 
fii.  676 
Class  Vr.,  711 

PiNKEBTON,  Hon.  D.,  OUigo, 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  261 
Defamation  Bill.  2b.  475 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  m.  431 

PiBANi,  Mr.  F.,  Palmerston, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Bill,  q,  394  | 


PiXANi,  Mr.  F. — continued, 
Ashurst    Stipendiary    Magistrate's    Court, 

9.454 
Civil  List.  m.  206 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  658 
Financial  Statement,  m.  53, 105,  188,  280 
Qovernment  Business,  m.  162 
Hansard,  q.  381,  384 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 

Com.  531 
Marriage  Celebrations,  g.  458 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  560 
Palmerston  North  Courthouse,  9.  400 
Palmerston  North  Show,  q,  393 
Petitions,  m,  57 

Revell's,  Mr.,  Retirement,  m.  479 
Supply—  * 

Class  I..  366,  367,  369,  371,  405,  408,  413, 
417,  421 

Class  III.,  425 

Class  II.,  610,  612,  615  &o„  621,  623,  625, 
b27,  631 

Class  v.,  640,  704 

m.  663,  682 
**  Tasmania's  '*  Mails,  q,  438 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  507 


Reeves,  Hon.  R.  H.  J..  NeUon, 
San  Francisco  Mail -service,  (7.  471 
Smuggling  Prosecution  at  Lyttelton,  q.  472 

Richardson,  Mr.  G.  F.,  Matawra, 

Consols,  9.  536 

Financial  Statement,  m.  87,  304,  346 

Hansard,  q.  384 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  489 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  532,  533 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  510 

President,  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Fine,  q.  403 

Supply- 
Class  II.,  605,  617,  623,  627 
m.  674 

Class  VIII.,  714 
Class  IX.,  715 

Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  504 

Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 
2b.  468 

RoLLESTON,  Mr.  W..  Riccarton^ 
Bill.reader,  Obs.  534 
Colonel  Fox,  m.  497 

Contagious  Diseases  Act  Repeal  Bill,  iB.  156 
Death  of  DuchesR  of  Teok,  q,  320 
Despatches,  q.  105 

Finanoial  Statement,  m.  48,  51,  272,  298 
Qovernment  Business,  m.  156,  157 
Mining  Bill.  2b.  461 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

70 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  561 ;  m.  583,  586 
Parliamentary  Officers,  q,  534 
Permanganate  Process,  q.  536 
Revell's,  Mr.,  Retirement,  m.  478 
Stud  Sheep  and  other  Stud  Stock,  q.  392 
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RoLUBSTON,  Mr.  W.—  eonUnued, 
Supply  — 
Glass  I.,  366,  367,  369,  404.  406.  409,  411 

&o. 
OlMs  II.,  600,  602,  609,  618  fto.,  624,  630 
Tar&naki  Bondholders,  Obs.  320 
Waikakahi  and  Pareora  Estates,  q.  436 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 
2b.  468 

Russell,  Captain  W.  R.,  Bawke'a  Bay^ 
Colonel  Fox,  m.  497 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  649,  657 
Death  of  Daohess  of  Teck,  q.  320,  821 
Defence  Report,  q.  886 
Explosives  Bill,  2b.  462 
Financial  Statement,  m.  48.  51,  244 
Hansard^  q.  884 
Land    and    Income   Assessment  Bill,  Rep. 

Sel.  Com.  531 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  509 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

61,76 
Native  Land  Lavrs  Bill,  m.  578.  581,  589 
Officer  Commanding  the  Forces,  q.  485 
Order  of  Basiness,  q,  1 
Otago  Harb-'ur  Board  Bill,  2b.  499 
Petitions,  m,  57 
Police  CommiBsion,  g.  106 
Questions,  Obs.  661 
Reveirs,  Mr.,  Retirement,  m.  476 
Sessional  Committees,  Obs.  459 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  363,  867,  868,  404,  415 

Class  II.,  599,  601.  604,  611,  618  &c.,  625, 
630  Ac. 

Class  IV.,  636 

Class  v.,  642,  703 

m.  687 

Class  VI.,  708 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  501 
Westport-Kgakavreu  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  463,  471 


Scotland,  Hod.  H.,  Taranaki^ 

Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  257 

Skddon,  Mr.  R.  J.,  P.O.,  Westland  (Premier, 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster -General, 
Electric  Telegraph  Commissioner,  Commis- 
sioner of  Trade  and  Customs,  Minister 
of  Labour,  and  Minister  ef  Native  Affairs), 

Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  q,  585 

Alcoholic  Liquors  Bill,  q,  894 

Asylums,  q.  393  ^ 

Australasian  Court  of  Appeal,  q.  402 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  Provident  Fund,  q, 
642 

Bellamy's,  q,  597,  598 

BiU-reader,  Obs.  584 

Cape  Kidnappers  Lighthouse,  q.  547 

Charitable  Aid,  q.  896 

Clniha  River,  a.  891 

Committee  of  Selection,  t».  650,  651  Ac. 

Conference  of  Premiers,  q.  479,  480 

Consols,  q,  537 


Sbddon,  Mr.  R.  Z .—continued. 

Contagious  Diseases  Act  Repeal  Bill,  m.  156 

Corrections  in  Financial  Statement,  Obs.  105 

Cricklewood  Postal  Accommodation,  q.  446 

Customs  Duties  Reciprocity  Bill,  m.  459 

Despatches,  q.  105 

Eight  Hours  Bill,  and  Railway  Employes,  9. 
893 

Election  Abuses,  g.  898 

Financial  Statement,  fit.  60,  51,  273,  294,  858 

Fox,  Colonel,  Obs.  497 ;  m.  496 

Free  Law  Department,  q,  484 

Government  Business,  m.  156,  158 

Qovernment  Employes  and  Political  Move- 
ments, q,  540 

Qovernment  Employment,  q.  399 

Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  q. 
457 

Greymouth-Blackball  Daily  Mail-servioe,  q, 
587 

Hansard,  q.  382,  385 

Importation  of  Wheat  by  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land, 9.  457 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  493 ;  3b.  497 

Income-tax  ReturuH,  q.  542 

Industrial,  Commercial,  and  other  Bills,  q. 
449 

Industrial  Schools,  q.  588 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act,  c.  403 

Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  Rep.  Sel. 
Com.  531 ;  m.  531,  582,  583 

Land  Bill,  q.  387 

Letter-carriers  and  Christmas  Cards,  q,  435 

Library,  q.  394 

Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  q,  889,  452 

Medical  Men  in  Country  Districts,  q.  599 

Members  visiting  Tauranga,  q.  401 

Messengers,  q.  886 

Midland  Railway  Debenture-holders,  q.  448 

Mining  Bill,  Obs.  461 

Miscellaneous  Revenue,  9.  585 

Moawhango  Telegraph  Extension,  g.  589 

Mount  Cook  Hermitage,  q.  594 

Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 
69 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  655,  562  Ac. ; 
m.  bll,  581  &c. 

Naval  Training-school,  q»  450 

Naval  Training-ship,  q.  450 

Ngahere-Blackball  Telegraph,  q,  537 

Northern  Telegraph  Connection,  q.  402 

North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  q,  534 

Officer  Commanding  the  Forces,  q.  485 

Official  Yearbook,  9.  489 

Order  of  Business,  Obs.  1 

Order  of  Precedence,  q.  598 

Otago  Central  Railway,  q.  596 

Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  499;  m.  500 

Parliamentary  Officers,  g.  584 

Permanent  Artillery,  fit.  475 

Petitions,  m.  57 

Police  Commission,  Obs.  106 

Postage  Rates,  g.  401 

Postal  Department  Overtime,  392 

Post- Office  Savings- Bank  Interest,  q,  400, 
401 

President,  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Fine,  q, 
408 

Proprietary  Medicines,  q,  895 
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Sbddon,  Mr.  R.  J,^conUnmd. 
Questions,  Obs.  661 
Refund  of  Sbamp  Duties,  g.  i02 
Revell's,  Mr.»  Retirement,  m.  i75,  476,  479 
Sessional  Committees,  m.  459 
Shop- hours  Act,  q,  544 
Sunday  Labour  in  Mines  Prevention  Bill, 

Com.  460 ;  Cons,  of  Amends.  649 
Sunday  Trading,  q.  898 
supply,  m.  662,  698,  699 
Supply,  Com. — 

Class  I.,  861,  862,  369  <&;o.,  404,  405  Ac. 

Class  II.,  599  <bo.,  604,  606  &o. 

Class  IIL,  422,  424  &o. 

Class  IV.,  635,  636  <fec. 

Class  v.,  639,  640  Ac,  703  <fec. 

Class  VI..  704,  706  <ko. 

Class  VIII.,  718,  714 

Class  XI.,  718 

Class  XII.,  722 
Taiaroa's,  Hon.  H.  E.,  Petition,  q,  595 
Taranaki  Bondholders,  Obe.  320 
**  Tasmania's  "  Mails,  q.  438 
Tauboa  Telegraph  Extension,  q.  448 
Teck,  Death  of  the  Duchess  of,  q,  320;  m, 

404' 
Telephone  Charges,  q,  598 
Tokorahi  Post-offioe,  q.  454 
Type-settinfl  Machines,  q.  538 
Unemployed,  2*  396 
Unimproved  Values  Rating,  q.  897 
United  Fire-brigades'  Assooiation,  q.  452 
Waihao  Forks    and    Pentland   Hills  Mail- 
service,  q.  897 
Ward's,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Seat,  m.  155 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  524 ; 

m.  528  ;  Com.  646,  647 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  502 
Westport-Kgakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

m.   155;   Com.    155,  156;    2b.  464,  468; 

m.470 
Women's  Franchise,  q.  390 
Workmen's  Compensation  for  Accidents,  q, 

587 
Worn  Silver  Coins,  q.  391 
.  Worthington,  q.  587 

Shbimski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  OtagOt 
Adjournment,  m.  57 
Chapman,  Mr.  A.  H.,  g.  56 
Coroners  Bill,  2b.  474 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  257 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  643 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  m.  432 

Suao,  Mr.  A.,  GUy  of  Dunedin^ 
Clutha  River,  q.  391 
Financial  Statement,  m.  316 
Left  Luggage,  g.  435 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  562 
Otago  Central  Railway,  q.  594,  595 
Supply,  Com.— 

Class  II.,  607 

Class  III.,  423 

Class  IV.,  685 

Class  v.,  640 

Class  VL,  707,  711 

Class  XI.,  718,  719 


Smith,  Mr.  G.  J.,  City  of  ChinUckmch, 
Awarua  Privilege  Committee,  q,  484 
Casual  Employment  in  Railway  Department, 

g.  441 
Cbristchuroh  Railway  Shed-aooommodation, 

g.  445 
Financial  Statement,  m.  275 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  m.  581 
Lyttelton    Harbour    Board    Loan  Bill,  2b. 

512 
Opals  in  South  Canterbury,  q,  440 
Supply,  Com. — 

Class  I.,  406,  414  &c. 

Class  II.,  616,  621  <feo. 

Class  III.,  425 

Class  IV.,  637 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  Com.  646 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  C,  Hatoke's  Bay, 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.   259; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  819 
Licensing  Committees,  q,  426 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  644 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  m.  428 
Public   School  Teachers   Incorporation  and 

Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  2b.  874 

Speakxb,  Hon.  the  (Hon.  H.  J.  Miller),  Otago, 
Debts  Recovery   Limitation   Bill,  2b.  264; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  319 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  644,  645 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  q,  471 

Spbakbb,  Mr.  (Sir  G.  M.  O'Borke,  Kt.),  Manu- 

kau. 
Committee  of  Selection,  m.  655,  656  Ac. 
Financial  Statement,  m.  49,  50  Ac. ;  Obs.  56  ; 

fit.  189, 195  <Skc. 
Fox,  Colonel,  m.  498 
Government  Business,  m.  156, 158  fto. 
Hansard,  q.  381,  883  Ao, 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  485,  491  Sto.; 

3b.  497 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  m.  582 
Lyttelton    Harbour    Board   Loan  Bill,  2b. 

515 
Mining  Bill,  m.  461 ;  Obs.  461 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 

78 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  562,  566 
Order  of  BusineRS,  Obs.  2 
Parliamentary  Officers,  q,  534 
President,  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Fine,  q. 

408 
Questions,  Obs.  661 
Revell's,  Mr.,  Retirement,  m.  476 
Supply,  Obs.  868 ;  m.  683,  684  <&o. 
Ward's,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Seat,  Obs.  155 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  m.  528 
Westport  -  Ngakawau    Railway    Extension 

Bill,  2b.  469 

STBVKN8,  Hon.  B.  C.  J.,  OanUrbury, 
Bank   of  New   Zealand   and   Assets  Board 

Balance-sheets,  Obs.  438 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  261 
Public  Accounts  Audit,  q,  529 
Public   School  Teachers  Incorporation  and 

Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  2b.  878 
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SnvxHS,  Mr.  J.,  Manawahi, 
Fmanoial  Sutement,  m.  54 
Orooa  Bridge  Bailway-statioti,  $.  456 
Supply,  Oom.— G1m8  II.  621 

Stbwabd,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Waitaki^ 
Abattoirs  and  SlanghterhoaMs  Act,  q,  899 
Canterbuy  OoUege  Beserves,  g.  441 
Designation  of  Distriote  Aet,  a.  899 
Digger's  GuUy,  q,  445 
FaLrlie  Racing  Oiub,  q.  645 
Fair  Bent  Bill,  o.  441 
Forks  Biver  Bridge,  q,  468 
Hannaton,  q,  897 
Karow  Ooorfe,  q,  448 
Light  Bailways,  q.  486 
Ifaerewhenua  Bridge,  q,  401 
Marine  Oil-engines,  q.  548,549 
Midland  Railway,  q,  650 
Mineral  Oils  for  Motor  Purposes,  q.  550 
Mount  Cook  Hermitage,  q.  594 
Mount  Oook  Boad,  q.  899 
Nukuroa  Village  Settlement,  q,  487 
Opihi  Gorge,  q,  897 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  1 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Aot,  q,  548 
Supply,  Com. — 

Glass  IV.,  687 

Class  XI.,  719 
Tokorahi  Estate,  q.  408 
Tokorahi  Post-offioe,  q,  454 
Trout-fishing,  q.  402 
Uzbridge  Wayside-Btation,  q,  486 
Waihao    Forks    and    Pentland  Hills   Mall 

service,  g,  397 
Waihao-Olenavy  Flag-station,  q.  445 
Waikakahi  and  Pareora  Estates,  q.  486 
Waimate  Courthouse  and  Police  Buildings, 

g.547 
Wainono  Lagoon,  g.  458 

Stoot,  Sir  B.,  K.O.M.G.,  Oity  of  WellingUmt 
Bellamy's,  q.  597 

Committee  of  Selection^  m.  651,  658 
Financial  Statement,  m.  50,  295 
Fox,  Colonel,  m.  497 
Government  Business,  m.  156,  159 
San$airdy  q,  882 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2).  2b.  498 
Messengers,  q.  886 
Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  554,  555 ;  m.  678, 

591 
Order  of  Precedence,  g.  598 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  499 
Printing  Office,  m.  264 
Bailway-fares,  q.  597 
Supply,  m.  669 
Supply,  Com.-- 

Class  I.,  861,  404,  405  Ao. 

Glass  II.,  601,  608  Ac. 

Glass  IV.,  686,  686  Ao. 

Glass  v.,  689,  640,  708  Ac. 
Wellington  Oity  Empowering  Bill,  2b.  621 ; 

m.  628 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

Com.  156 

Syiiis,  Mr.  W.,  Egmont, 
Financiihl  Statement,  w».  64,  960 


Symbs,  Mr.  Vf,^c&nimued, 
Supply,  m.  665 
Supply,  Com.— 

Glass  II.,  612,  618 

Glass  X.,  717 


T. 

Taitnbb,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Avon, 

Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2b. 
57 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  868,  408,  418 
Class  II.,  422,  424,  625,  685,  687 
Class  v.,  705 

TayIiOB,  Mr.  T.  E.,  dtp  of  Chnatohurch, 

Charitable  Aid,  q.  896 

Election  Abuses,  q.  898 

Financial  Statement,  m.  98,  810 

Government  Employes  and  Political  Move- 
ments, q.  540 

Government  Employment,  q.  899 

LytteltoD  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  510 

Midland  Bailway,  q.  550 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  2b.  692 

Personal  Explanation,  q,  680 

Sunday  Trading,  q.  898 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  40B,  409,  414,  418  Ac. 
Class  II.,  422  &c.,  605,  610,  616  Ac. 
Class  v.,  689.  642 

Telephone  Charges,  q,  598 

Unemployed,  q.  396 

Thompson,  Mr.  K.,  Marsden, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  54,  264 
Fruit  Importation,  q,  484 
Native  Land  Law6  Bill,  2b.  559 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.  448 
Supply — 

m.  677 

Class  II.,  610 
Tokatoka  Swamp  Drainage- works,  q.  540 
Westport-Ngakawau  Bailway  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  467 

Thompson,  Mr.  T.,  City  of  Auckland  (Minister 
of  Justice,  Minister  of  Defence,  and  Minis* 
ter  of  Commerce  and  Industries), 

Ashurst  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court,  q, 
454 

Auckland  Police-station,  q,  588 

Grimes  against  the  Person  and  Grimes  against 
Property,  q,  641 

Defence  Act,  q.  391 

Defence  Beport,  q.  886 

Eltbam  Court  Sittings,  q,  699 

Explosives  Bill,  2b.  462 

Hotels  in  Ring-country,  q.  454 

Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2r. 
68 

Officer  Commanding  the  Forces,  q.  4S5 

Police  Force  LonR-servtce  Pay,  q.  892 

Printing  in  Lyttelton  Gaol,  q.  549 

Supply— Glass  I.,  870 

Waimate  Courthouse  and  Police  Buildings, 
2.647 
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Thompson,  Mr.  T.— continued. 

West    Coast    Stipendiary    Magistrate    and 
Warden,  q,  395 

Thomson,  Mr.  J.  VV.,  Clutha, 
Finanoial  Debate,  m.  77 
Sopply — 
fit.  678 
Glass  II.,  627 


w. 

Walker,  Hod.  L.,  Canterbury , 
Adjournment,  m.  57 

Walkeb,  Hod.  W.  C,  Canterbury  (Minister  of 
Education  and  Minister  of  Immigration), 

Accidents  on  Vessels  in  Harbour,  q.  648 

Adjoarnment,  m,  57 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  Assets  Board 
Balance- sheets,  q.  488 

Bank  of  New  Zealand  Officers'  Guarantee 
and  Provident  Fund,  q.  427 

Clutba  River  Board,  q.  529 

Coroners  Bill,  2b.  478 

Death  of  Duchess  of  Teok,  m.  872 

Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill.  2r.  256 

Mining  Companies  Bill,  2r.  379 

Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  m.  643,  645 

Oamaru  Railway-station,  q.  642 

Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  q.  428 

Public  Accounts  Audit,  q,  529 


Walker,  Hon.  W.  C^continued. 
Public   School  Teachers  Incorporation  and 

Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  2r.  872 
San  Francisco  Mail- service,  q.  471 
Smuggling  Prosecution  at  Lyttelton,  q,  472 
Supreme  Court  Bill,  Com.  57 
Taiaroa's,  Mr.  H.  K.,  Petition,  q.  529 

Wason,  Mr.  J.  C,  Selwyn^ 

Fmancial  Statement,  m.  141 

Government  Business,  m.  163 

Supply — 
I  m.  681 
I  Class  I.,  421 

I  Wilson,  Mr.  C,  Suburbs  of  WelUtigton, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  180 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  2r. 

75 
Supply— 

m,  665 

Class  I.,  414 

Class  II.,  605,  606,  614 

Class  XI.,  720 

Wright,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Aahburton, 
Ashburton  Old  Men's  Home,  q.  387 
Canter  bury- Westland  Mails,  q.  487 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2r.  608 
Midland  Railway  Debenture- holders,  g.  448 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  q,  534 
Salt  for  Agricultural  Purposes,  q.  538 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  2r.  525 
Whitcombe  Pass  Track,  9.  455 


INDEX  TO  SUBJECTS. 


Abattoirs  and    Slaughterhouses    Act,     K^    q. 

(Major  Steward),  399 
Accidents  on  Vessels  in  Harbour,  Z.c,  q.  (Hon. 

Mr.  Jennings),  642 
Adjournment,  Z.c,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker), 

57 ;  m.  529 
Advances  to  Settlers,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  MoGuire),  442  ; 

q.  (Mr.  Montgomery),  535 
Advertising,    Government,   /i.,    m.    (Mr.    Bu- 
chanan), 475 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Bill,  h,^  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  394 
Alien  Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  h.,  iR.  475 
Ammunition,  Martini- Henry,  A.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  G. 

Allen),  549 
Analytical  Expert,  A.,  q,  (Mr.  Mills),  452 
Applications   for  Appointments,    h.^  m.  (Mr. 

Lewis),  206 
Apprenticeship  of  Native   Boys,  /i.,  m.   (Mr. 

Heke),  206 
Artillenr,  Permanent,  h,,  tn.  (Mr.  Kelly),  206 ; 

m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  475 
Ashburton    Old    Men's    Home,    h.^    q,    (Mr. 

Wright),  387 
Ashurst  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court,  h.,  q. 

(Mr.  Pirani),  464 
Asylums,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Graham),  393 


Auckland  Police-station,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Holland), 

588 
Auckland  Railway-crossing,   h,^  q.  (Mr.  Crow- 

ther),  891 
Audit,    Public  Accounts,    Z.c,    q.  (Hon.    Mr. 

Stevens),  529 
Australasian  Court  of  Appeal,  /t.,g.  (Mr.  Mills), 

402 
Awarua  Privilege  Committee, /i.,  q,  (Mr.  Smith), 

434 

B. 

Bank    of    New    Zealand    and    Assets    Board 

Balance  sheets,  l.c.^  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Stevens), 

433 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Officers'  Guarantee  and 

Provident  Fund,  Z.c,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bonar), 

426 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Importation  of  Wheat 

by,  K  q-  (Mr.  Meredith),  457 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  Provident  Fund,  h.,  q, 

(Mr.  Fisher).  541 
**  Beef  Barrels  "  Rooks,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Graham),  459 
Bellamy's,  h.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  597 
Berwick- Waipori  Track,  h.^  q.  (Mr.  CamorosR), 

390 
Bill-reader,  h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  584 
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Blackball-Greymouth  Daily  Mailservioe,  %.,  9* 

(Mr.  Quinnesa),  537 
Blackball-  Ngahere  Telegraph,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Gain- 

ness),  537 
Blofi  Harbour  Board  Brnpowering  Bill,  h.,  1b. 

530 
Branding  Diseased  Cattle,  2.c.,  m,  (Hon.  Mr. 

Jennings),  643 
British  Reciprocity  Bill,  h.,  1b.  475 
Bumham  Industrial  School,  h.^  q.  (Mr.  Taylor), 

444 
Bush-fires,  /t.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  596 
Business,  Order  of,  h.,  Obs.  (Major  Steward),  1 


Canterbury  College  Board,  A.,  g.  (Mr.  Flatman), 

397 
Canterbury  College   Reserves,    /t.,    q.  (Major 

Steward),  441 
Canterbury,  Opals  in  South,  h,,  g.  (Mr.  Smith), 

440 
Canterbury-WesUand  MaUs,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wright), 

437 
Cape  Kidnappers  Lighthouse,  A.,  g.  (Mr.  Mo- 

Liean),  546 
Casual  Employment  in  Railway  Department, 

h.,  g.  (Mr.  Smith),  441 
Cemetery  Inspectors,  /i.,  g.  (Mr.  Flatman),  395 
Central  Otago  Water- conservation,  ^.,  g.  (Mr. 

Lamaoh),  399 
Chapman,  A.  H.,  Z.c.,  g.  (Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski), 

56 
Charitable  Aid,  h„  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  396 
Christchuroh-Little  River  Railway,  K^  g.  (Mr. 

Montgomery),  436 
Cl^ristohuroh    Railway    Shed- accommodation, 

h.,  g.  (Mr.  Smith),  445 
Civil  List,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Pirani),  206 
Civil  Service  Appointments,  A.,  g.  (Mr.  Massey), 

543 
Clutha  River,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  Sligo),  391 
Clutha  River  Board,  Ix.,  g.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jenkin- 

son),  529 
Coal  and  Railway  Material,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  Massey), 

400 
Codlinmoth,  h,,  g.  (Mr.  Flatman),  444 
Committee  of  Selection,  h,,  m.  (Mr.  Guinness), 

649 
Committees,  Sessional,   h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon), 

459 
Compensation  for  Destruction  of  Cattle,  /i.,  g. 

(Mr.  Brown),  446 
Conference  of  Premiers,  h.,  g.  ^Mr.  Moore),  479 
Consols,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Richardson),  536 
Constitution  Bill,  h.,  1b.  320 
Contagious  Diseases  Bill,  ^.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon), 

156 ;  IR.  156 
Coromandel-Thames  Peninsula  Geological  Re- 
port, h.f  g.  (Mr.  McGowan),  440 
Coroners  Bill,  Ic,  1b.  319;  2b.  473 
Corrections  in  Financial  Statement,  ^.,  Obs. 

(Mr.  St'ddon),  105 
Council,  The  Premier  and  the,  Z.c.,  m.  (Hon. 

Mr.  Bowen),  427 
Crioklewood  Postal  Accommodation,  h.,  g.  (Mr. 

Flatman),  446 

ii— 99, 


Crimes  against  the  Person  and  Crimes  against 

Property,  A.,  g.  (Mr.  O'Regan),  540 
Crown  Lands  Act  and  Members  of  the  Civil 

Servioe,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  Monk),  544 
Customs  Duties  Reciprocity  Bill,  ^.,  m.  (Mr. 

Seddon),  459 
Cyanide  Process  Gold-extraction  Bill,  h.,  2b. 

461 


Death  of  the  Duchess  of  Teck,  Z.e.,  m.  (Hon. 
Mr.  W.   C.   Walker),  372:    %.,  g.  (Captain 
Russell),  320 ;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  404 
Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  l.e.,  2b.  256 ; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  319 ;  Com.  372 
Defamation  Bill,  2.e.,  2b.  475 
Defence  Act,  %.,  g.  (Mr.  Buchanan,  for  Mr.  J. 

Allen),  391 
Defence  Report,  h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  386 
Designation  of   Districts   Act,  h.,   q.  (Major 

Steward),  399 
Despatches,  h.  (Mr.  RoUeston),  105 
Diamond  Jubilee  Medals,  h,,  g.  (Mr.  Brown), 

434 
Digger's  Gully,  h.,  g.  (Major  Steward),  445 
Divisions,  Legislative  Council— 
Adjournment,  m.  529 

DebU  Recovery  Limitation  Bill,  2b.  263  ;  m. 
319;  Com.  372 
Divisions,  House  of  Representatives — 
Adjournment,  Financial  Debate,  55 
Financial  Statement  (Want  of  Confidence), 

319 
Land  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  m.  582, 

533 
Sunday  Labour  in  Mines  Prevention  Bill, 

Com.  460 
Supply,  m.  414,  421,  424,  425,  605,  612,  615, 
616,  618,  620,  621,  625,  637,  642,  709,  711, 
714,  719 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  m.  528 ; 
Com.  646,  647 
Dunedin  Railway-station,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  M.  J.  S. 
Mackenzie),  543 


Eduoation  and  Other  Reserves  Leaseholders,  h., 

q.  (Mr.  McGuire),  535 
Education  Boards  Election  Bill,  Z.c,  1b.  819 ; 

2a.  378 
Eight  Hours  Bill  and  Railway  Employes,  h.,  g. 

(Mr.  Hunter),  393 
Election  Abuses,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  Taylor),  398 
Electoral  Rolls,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Kelly).  320 
Eltham  Court  Sittings,  /i.,  g.  (Mr.  McGuire), 

599 
Eltham  Railway-station,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  McGuire), 

403 
Explanation,  Personal,  h,,  Obs.  (Mr.  Taylor), 

530 
Explosives  Bill,  h.,  iB.  381 ;  2b.  462;  Sb.  646 


Fairlie  Racing  Club,  h,,  g.  (Major  Steward), 
545 
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Fair  Rent  Bill,  h.,  q.  (Major  Steward).  441 
Fares,  Railway,  ^i.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  697 
Financial  Statement,  h,,  m.  2,  77 ;  Obs.  (Mr. 

Seddon),  105;  m.  106, 164,  206,  264,  321 
Fine,  President,  Bank  of  New  Zealand ,'^?i.,  q. 

(Mr.  Riohardson),  403 
Fire-brigades'  Association,  United,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Fiatman),  460;  q.  (Mr.  Moore),  452 
Fisheries  Encouragement  Bill,  h.,  1b.  206 
Flag,  New  Zealand,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  439 
Flax  Industry  in  the  Old  Country,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Meredith),  390 
Forces,  Officer  Commanding  the,  h.,  q,  (Cap- 
tain Russell),  485 
Forks  River  Bridge,  h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  463 
Forfeitures  and  Surrenders,  /t.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  Allen), 

436 
Fox,  Colonel,  A.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  497 
Free  Law  Department,  7i.,  q.  (Mr.  Fisher),  434 
Free  Passes,  Chairmen  of  Education  Boards', 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Massey),  439 
Fruit  Importation,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  Thompson), 

484 


Glenavy-Waihao  Flag-station,  /i.,  q.  (Major 
Steward),  445 

Grovernment  Advertising,  ^.,  m.  (Mr.  Buchanan), 
475 

Qovernment  Business,  h,,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  156 

Government  Employment,  /i.,  m.  (Mr.  Taylor), 
899 

Government  Employes  and  Political  Move- 
ments, h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  540 

Goverment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  h.^  q. 
(Mr.  Lethbridge),  457 

Greenlane  Station  Passenger  Traffic,  /i.,  q. 
(Mr.  Lawry),  446 


H. 

Handbooks  for  Settlers,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  487 
Hanmer  PInins  Sanatorium,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lewis), 

445  ;  q.  (Mr.  Meredith).  545 
Hannaton,  h.^  q,  (Major  Steward),  897 
Hansard,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  381 
••  Hinemoa,"  fc.,  5.  (Mr.  Crowther),  458 
Hokitika-Greymouth  Supreme  Court  Sittings, 

h.f  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  535 
Hospital  Nurses'  Railway-tickets,   A.,  q.  (Mr. 

E.  G.  Allen),  547 
Hotels   in  King-country,   h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry), 

454 

I. 

Importation  of  Wheat  by  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land ,h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  457 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  2.c.,  1b.,  2b.,  3b. 

475  :  k,,  IB.,  2b.  480  ;  3b.  497 
Income-tax  Returns,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lewis),  542 
Industrial,  Commercial,  and  other  Bills,  /».,  q, 

(Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  449 
Industrial  Schools,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  537 
Invercargill  Public   Oilices  Site   Bill,   ^.,  2b. 
493  ;  Com.,  8b.  646 


Invercargill  Racecourse  Trustees  Empowering 

Bill,  /.c,  IB.  426;  2b.  645 
Ironbark,  &o.,  h,,  q,  (Mr.  Crowther),  452 


K. 

Eaipara  Railway-line,  Timber  Freight  on,  fc., 

m,  (Mr.  Monk),  530 
Kauri  Timber  and  Land,  h,  q.  (Mr.  Houston), 

443 
Kawhia  Land  for  Settlement,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  Lang), 

387 
King-country,  Hotels  in,  /».,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry), 

454 
King- country  Land  for  Settlement,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Lang),  387 
Kohukohu  Foreshore  Reclamation  Bill,  h.,  1b. 

677 
Kurow  Court,  h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  443 


Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act,  ^.,  9.  (Mr. 
Heke),  408 

Lsind  and  Income  Assessment  Bill,  h.^  1b.  881 ; 
2b.  434  ;  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  631 

Land  Bill,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  387 

Land  for  Landless  Maoris,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata), 
447 

Lands  for  Sale,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  Allen),  438 

Land  for  Settlement  in  Canterbury,  ^.,  q.  (Mr. 
Fiatman),  446 

Land  Improvement  Account,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery), 402 

Law  Practitioners  Bill,  A.,  1b.  264 

Leaseholders  of  Reserves,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  McGuire), 
456 

Leeston  Courthouse,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery), 
448 

Legal  Expenses,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Crowther),  580 

Letter-carriers  and  Christmas  Cards,  h.,  q. 
(Mr.  Fisher),  485 

Left  Luggage,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Sligo),  435 

Library,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lamach),  387 ;  q.  (Mr. 
Mills),  394 

Licensing  Committees,  i.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr. 
Smith),  426 

Light  Railways,  ^.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  436 

Little  River-Christchurch  Railway,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 
Montgomery),  436 

Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mere- 
dith), 389  ;  q,  (Mr.  Brown),  451 

Lyttelton  Gaol,  Printing  in,  7i.,  q.  (Mr.  Mere- 
dith), 549 

Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  h.,  2b. 
608 

Lyttelton,  Smuggling  Prosecution  at,  I.e.,  g. 
(Hon.  Mr.  Reeves),  472 

Lyttelton  Stationmaster,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  Lewis), 
393 

M. 

Maerewhenua  Bridge,  h.,  q.  (Major  Steward), 

401 
Makaretu  Settlers,  h.,q.  (Mr.  Hunter),  489 
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Mamako    and    Oxford-Rotoiua  Road,  %.,  q, 

(Mr.  Henries),  456 
Manawatu-Waikopiro  Road,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  Hunter), 

898 
Mandeville    and  RaDgiora  Riding  Valuation, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moore),  453 
Maori  Council  Constitution  Bill,  h.,  1b.  820 
Maoris,  Land  for  Landless,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata), 

447 
•Moawhango  Telegraph  Extension,  /».,  q.  (Mr. 

Lethbridge),  588 
Marine  Oil-engines,  h.f  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  548 
Marlborough  and  Canterbury  Close  Settlement, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  441 
Marlborough  Runs,  h.y  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  451 
Marriage  Celebrations,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  458 
Martini- Henry  Ammunition,  h.^  q.  (Mr.  E.  G. 

Allen),  549 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill,  h.,  1b.  530 
Medical  Men  in  Country  Districts,  h.^  q,  (Mr. 

0*Regan),  599 
Members  visiting  Tauranga,  h.^q.  (Mr.  Herries), 

401 
Messengers,  /t.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  886 
Midland  Railway,  /».,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  550 
Midland    Railway    Debenture-holders,   h.^    q. 

(Mr.  Wright),  448 
Mineral  Oils  for  Motor  Purposes,  ^.,  q.  (Mr. 

Massey),  549 
Mining  Bill,  h.,  2b.  461 
Mining  Companies  Bill,  I.e.,  1b.  819 ;  2b.  379 ; 

3b.  643 
Miscellaneous  Revenue,  h,y  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchi- 
son), 585 
Mosgiel  Railway- station,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Camcross), 

455 
Mount  Cook  Road,  h.,  q,  (Major  Steward),  899 
Mount  Cook  Hermitage,  h.,  q.  (Major  Steward), 

594 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  h..  In.  881 
Municipal  Franchise  Enlargement  Bill,  h.,  2b. 

67 
Murohison  Dray- bridge,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Regan), 

896 

N. 

Native   Bovs,   Apprenticeship  of,  h,,  m.   (Mr. 

Heke).  206 
Native  Land  LawR  Bill,  fc.,  1b.  155;  2b.  550; 

m.  (Mr.   Carroll).   577:    I.e.,   m.  (Hon.   Mr. 

W.  C.  Walker),  643 
Natives  Ploughing  Lands,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brown), 

434 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  Act,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  G. 

Hutchison),  388;  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  541 
Naval  Training-school,  7i.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  449 
Naval  Training-ship,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  450 
New  Member,  h.,  1 
New  Plymouth  Railway-station  Enlargement, 

A.,  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  447 
New  Zealand  Flag,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk).  439 
Ngahere-Blackball  Telegraph,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guin- 
ness), 537 
Northern  Telegraph  Connection,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  G. 

Hutchison),  402 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Crowther),   445 ;   q.  (Mr.   Lethbridge),  451 ; 

J.  (Mr.  Wright),  634 


Nukuroa^  Village    Settlement,    K,   q.  (Major 
Steward).  487 


Oamaru  Railway-station,  Z.c,  q.    (Hon.    Mr. 

Jones),  642 
Officer  Commanding  the  Forces,  ^.,  q.  (Captain 

Russell),  435 
Officers'  Light  Uniforms,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hogg),  535 
Official  Year-book,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moore),  438 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  h.,  1b.  475 
Old-age  Pensions  Claims,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  Thomp- 
son), 448 
Old  Men's  Home  Bill,  /i.,  1b.  646 
Onehunga  Cemetery  Bill,  /».,  1b.  64 
Onehunga  Water  Reserve  Bill,  /i.,  1b.  661 
Opals  in  South  Canterbury,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith), 

440 
Opihi  Gorge,  /i.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  397 
Order  of  Business,  a.,  q.  (Major  Stewiurd),  I 
Order  of  Precedence,  £.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  598 
Oroua    Bridge    Railway-station,    /i.,    q.    (Mr. 

Stevens),  456 
Otago  Central  Railway,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Sligo),  594, 

595 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  h.,  2b.  498  ;  8b.  647, 

648 
Otago  Peninsula  Road,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  G.  Allen), 

449 
Otira  Gorge,  /».,  q.  (Mr.  Moore),  451 


P. 

Pahiatua-Palmetston  Range  Road,  h.,q.  (Mr. 

O'Meara),  547 
Palmerston    North    Courthouse,    /».,    q.    (Mr. 

Pirani),  400 
Palmerston  North  Show,  h.,  q.  (Mr.   Pirani), 

393 
Parliamentary  Officers,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Rolleston), 

534 
Pasteurising  Milk,  h.,  3- (Mr.  Joyce),  402 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks  Bill,  Z.c., 

8b.  642:  h.,  1b.  642 
Permanent  Artillery,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Kelly),  206 ; 

m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  475 
Permanganate  Process,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Rolleston), 

586 
Personal  Explanation,  h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Taylor), 

530 
Petitions,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  57 
Pic  ton  Railway- wharf,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  595 
Police  Commission,  h.y  q.  (Captain    Russell). 

106 
Police    Force   Long -service  Pay.   h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Fisher),  392 
Postaf^e  Rates,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  401 
Postal  Department  Overtime,  h.,q.  (Mr.  Monk), 

392 
Post  and  Telegraph  Branch  Offices,  h.^  q.  (Mr. 

J.  Hutcheson),  444 
Post-Office  Savings-Bank  Interest,  h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Crowther),  400 
Premier  and  the  Council,  The,  Z.c,  m.  (Hon. 

Mr.  Bowen),  427 
premiers,  ConferenQe  of,  ^.,^.  (Mr.  Moore),  479 
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President,  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Fine,  K,  q, 

(Mr.  Biohardson),  402 
Printing  in  Lyttelton  Gaol,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mere- 

dith),  549 
Privilege,  Z.c,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jennings],  473 
Procedure  in  Parliament  Bill,  %.,  1b.  530 
Produce  Exportation,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  McGnire),  394 


Proprietary  Medicines,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lewis),  395 
Public    Accounts    Audit,    I.e.,  q.    (Hon.    Mr. 

StevenB),  529 
Public    School    Teachers    Incorporation    and 

Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  {.c,  1b.  319 ;  2b.  372 
Pukekohe-Waiuku  Line,  h.^  q.  (Mr.  ICaibau), 

401 

Q. 

Quarter-castes  in  Southland,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Kelly), 

390 
Questions,  h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  661 


R. 

Rabbit  Act,  A.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  Allen),  392 
Raetihi  Unsold  Sections,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hut- 
chison), 449 
Railway  Department,  Casual  Employment  in, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  441 
Railway  Fares,  h.,  q.  (Sir  R.  Stout),  597 
Redress   against    Shipping   Companies,  h.,  q. 

(Mr.  Mills),  388 
Refund  of  Stamp  Duties,  h,,  q.  (Mr.  G.  Hut« 

chison),  402 
Reserves,  Leaseholders  of ,  h.,q,  (Mr.  McGuire), 

456 
ReyeU's,  Mr.,  Retirement,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon), 

475 
Rocks  Point,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  B.  McKenzie),  386 
Rocky    Mountain    Sheep,    &c.,   h.,    q.     (Mr. 

O'Regan),  442 
Rotorua  Drainage,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Herries),  539 
Ruapaua  Village  Settlers,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wright), 

397 

s. 

Sale  of  Trout,  /».,  q,  (Mr.  Hogg),  454 

Salt   for    Agricultural    Purposes,  h.,    q.    (Mr. 

Wright),  538 
San  Francisco  Mail-service,  Lc,  q.  (Hon.  Mr. 

Reeves),  471 
School    Committees*    Elections,    h.,    q.    (Mr. 

O'Regan),  543 
Second  Ballot  Bill,  h,,  1b.  64 
Secondary  State   Schools,   h.,  q.    (Mr.   E.  G. 

Allen),  440 
Selection,  Committee  of,  A.,  m,  (Mr.  Guinness), 

649 
Sessional  Committees,  A.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  459 
Sheep  Department,  h,,  m.  (Mr.  Mills),  320 
Sheep-dips,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hogg),  437 
Shipping    and    Seamen's  Act,  /i.,  q.   (Mr.  J. 

Hutcheson),  548 
Shipping  Companies,  Redress  against,  /t.,  q. 

(Mr.  MilU),  388 
Shop-hours  Act,  h„  q,  (Mr.  Fisher),  543 
Silver  Coins,  Worn,  a.,  q.  (Mr.  Larnach),  391 


Slaughtering  and  Inspection  Bill,  ft.,  1b.  906; 

2b.  434 
Smuggling  Prosecution  at    Lyttelton,  2.c.,  q, 

(Hon.  Mr.  Beeves),  472 
Southbridge  Constable,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Montgomery), 

448 
Southland  County  Council,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Kelly), 

547 
Special  Rating  Areas,  ft.,  q,  (Mr.  Hogg),  534 
Stud    Sheep  and  other   Stud  Stock,    ft.,    q» 

(Mr.  RoUeston),  392 
Sunday  Labour  in  Mines  Prevention  Bill,  ft., 

Com.  460  ;  3b.  649 
Sunday  Trading,  ft.,  g.  (Mr.  Taylor),  898 
Supply,  ft.,  361,  404,  599,  662 
Supreme  Court  Bill,  Z.c,  Com.  56 
Surfacemen's  Half-holiday,  ft.,  q,  (Mr.  E.  G. 

Allen),  396 
Surrenders   and   Forfeitures,   ft.,    q.    (Mr.    J. 

Allen),  436 


Taiaroa's,  H.  K.,  Petition,  Z.c.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr. 

Taiaroa),  529  :  ft.,  q,  (Mr.  Parata),  595 
Taranaki  Bondholders,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Rolleston), 

320 
*'  Tasmania's  "  Mails,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Pirani),  438 
Tauranga,     Members     visiting,     ft.,     q.     (Mr. 

Herries),  400 
Tauhoa    Telephone    Extension,    ft.,    q,    (Mr. 

Monk),  447 
Technical  Classes,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  Allen),  391 
Technical   Education,   ft.,  q.  (Mr.   Flatman), 

394 
Technical  Education  Bill,  ft.,  1b.  820,  646 
Teck,  Death  of  the  Duchess  of,  ft.,  q.  (Captain 

Russell),   820:    Z.c.,  m.   (Hon.   Mr.    W.    C. 

Walker),  373 :  ft.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  404 
Telephone  Charges,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  598 
Thames  >  Coromandel     Peninsula    Geological 

Report,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  MoGowan),  440 
Tick  Plague,  ft.,  q,  (Mr.  Massey),  391 
Timber    Freight    on    Eaipara    Railway-line, 

ft.,  m.  (Mr.  Monk),  530 
Tokatoka    Swamp    Drainage- works,     ft.,     q, 

(Mr.  B.  Thompson),  540 
Tokorahi  Estate,  ft.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  402 
Tokorahi  Post-office,  ft.,  q.  (Major  Steward), 

454 
Trout-fishing,  ft.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  402 
Trout,  Sale  of,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Hogg),  454 
'"  Tutanekai,"  ft.,  m.  (Mr.  Crowther),  206 
Type-setting  Machines,  ft.,  q.  (Mr.  Carson),  638 
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Unemployed,  k.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  396 

Unimproved  Values  Rating,  ft.,  q,  (Mr.  O'Re- 
gan), 397 

United  Fire-brigades*  Association,  ft.,  q.  (Mr. 
Flatman),  450;  q.  (Mr.  Moore),  452 

University  of  Otago  Leasing  and  Sale  Bill, 
ft.,  2b.  648 

Uzbridge  Wayside  -  station,  ft.,  q.  (Major 
Steward),  437 
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Viofcoria  OoUege  Bill,  h.,  2b.  646 


w. 

Wages  Protection  Bill,  h.,  2b.  646 

Waihao    Forks    and    Pentland     Hills     Mail- 

servioe,  h.^  q.  (Major  Steward),  897 
Waihao-Glenavy    Flag-station,    h.^  q,   (Major 

Steward),  445 
Waikakahi  and  Pareora  Estates,  h.^  q.  (Major 

Steward),  486 
Waikopiro  Settlers,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hanter),  546 
Waimate  Ooarthouse  ana    Police    Buildings, 

/».,  q.  (Major  Steward),  547 
Wainona  Lagoon,  /».,  q.  (Major  Steward),  453 
Waitara  Bridge,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  451 
Ward's,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Seat,  ^^..Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker), 

155 

Weasels  and  Stoats,  h,,  q.  (Mr.  McLean),  539 
WeUington  Boys'  Institute  Bill,  h,,  1b.  1 
Wellington  City  Empowering  Bill,  /».,  2b.  516 ; 

Com.  646  ;  3b.  647 


Wellington  Education  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

h.,  IB.  434 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  /i.,  1b.  155  ; 

Rep.  Sel.  Com.  386 
-  West  Coast  Native   Reserves  Act,  h,,  q.  (Mr. 
I      Brown),  886 

'  West  Coast  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  Warden, 
I      h.,q.  (Mr.  B.  McKenzie),  394 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  ^.,  2b.  500 
Westport-Ngakawau  Railway  Extension  Bill, 

h.,  IB.  155  ;  2b.  462 
Whitcombe  Pass  Track,  h.,  q.  (Mr.   Wright), 

455 
Whitianga  Block,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  595 
Women's  Franchise,  £.,  q.  (Mr.  J.  Allen),  890 
Women  on    School   Committees,   ^.,  q.   (Mr. 

Carson),  539 
Workmen's  Compensation  for  Accidents,  /i.,  q. 

(Mr.  J.  Hutcheson),  537 
Worn  Silver  Coins,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  Larnaoh),  391 
Wortbington,  h.^q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  537 


Y. 

Year-book,  Offioial,  h,,  q-  (Mr.  Moore),  488 


Errata. 
At  page  304,  first  column,  line  17  from  top,  for  "£18,024  Ss.  9d."  read  '*  £180,024  Ss.  9d."  J 
and  in  line  28,  for  **  £100,024  lOs.  3d."  read  **  £180,024  10b.  3d." 

At  page  415,  first  column,  line  8  from  bottom,  for  *'  Riddle  "  read  "  Revell." 
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PARLIAMBNTART  DEBATES. 


S^ttsmb  S^tBBwn  oi  l^e  ST^irteent^  parliament. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  MOth  October,  1897. 


Fint  Beading— New  Membec^Order  of  Buaina 
Financial  Statement. 


Mr.  Sfeaxkb  took  the  ohair  ftt  half-pMt 
two  o'clock. 

PB4TXB8. 

FIRST  READING. 
Wellington  Boys'  Institute  Bill. 

NEW  MEMBER. 
Mr.  A.  Siiiao  was  introdaced  by  Captain 
RoBsell  and  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie,  and  took 
the  oath  and  his  seat  as  one  of  the  members 
for  the  City  of  Donedin. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  woald  like  to  ask  a 
question  without  notice.  There  are  no  less 
than  a  hundred  and  sixty  ouestions  on  the 
Order  Paper,  some  of  whioh  I  am  interested 
in  myself.  Some  of  them  have  been  on  the 
Paper  for  a  month,  and  it  seems  likely  they  will 
be  put  ofi  for  another  week  or  ten  days.  I 
woiud  like  to  ask  whether,  under  the  ex- 
ceptional ciroumstances,  it  might  not  be  possible 
to  answer  all  these  questions  by  means  of  a 
Supplementary  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— I  may  say  that  I  viewed 
with  almost  alarm  the  number  and  the  length 
of  the  questions  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  I  was 
thinking  that  probably  those  of  a  non-committal 
character — those  that  are  non-debatable — we 
might  go  to  work  upon  in  the  morning  and  deal 
with  them. 

Hon.  MxxBSBS.— No,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well;  I  suppose  they 
must  abide  their  time  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  ordinary  way  is 
to  answer  questions  immediately,  because  the 
proper  method  of  procedure  is  that  private 

VOL.  Z0U.-1. 


members'  business,  motions  for  Bills,  and  so 
forth,  should  take  precedence  on  the  Wednes- 
days during  the  session.  There  can  be  no  pos- 
sible reason  why  we  should  not  have  these 
questions  answered  to-day.  We  can  get  through 
at  least  a  hundred  of  them  before  the  half-past 
five  adjournment,  and  then  in  the  evening  we 
can  go  on  with  the  financial  debate.  It  is  not 
usuflJ  to  exclude  all  other  business  when  a 
debate  of  this  kind  Is  going  on.  There  is  no 
question  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, but  simply  an  ordinary  debate  on  the 
finances  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  say  the  House  last 
night  ordered  the  debate  on  the  Financial 
Statement  to  be  resumed  at  half-past  two  to- 
day. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — ^No. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  can  adjourn  the  de> 


Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  yes  1  but  I  would  be  the 
last  in  the  world  to  disobey  an  order  of  the 
House.  As  to  the  honourable  member  who  has- 
spoken,  he  has  made  an  attack  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  now  he  wants  to  have  a  long  start 
with  that  speech  before  the  country.  I  do  not 
want  to  interfere  with  the  financial  debate. 
We  have  had  some  very  good  speeches,  and 
moderate  ones  too,  and  there  are  some  more  to 
come  from  our  side  of  the  House,  and  I  want 
them  to  appear  in  Hansard  in  the  ordinary  way 
without  interruption. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  want  to  ask  your  opinion  as 
to  whether  it  is  permissible  for  a  motion  of  last 
evening  to  override  a  Standing  Order  of  the 
House  which  prescribes  the  order  of  business.. 
Standing  Order  No.  78  says : — 

**  The  House  proceeds  each  day  with  business- 
in  the  following  order :  (1)  Private  business ;  (2V 
public  petitions ;  (8)  giving  notices  of  motion  ana 
notices  of  questions ;  (4)  presentation  of  papers ; 
(5)  motions  for  leave  of  absence  ;  (6)  unopposed 
motions  for  returns;  (7)  leave  to  introduce  Bills ;. 
(8)  reports  of  Select  Committees ;  (9)  questions ;. 
(10)  orders  of  the  day  and  notices  of  motion  in 
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the  order  in  which  they  are  set  down  in  the 
Order  Paper." 

Aooording  to  chat  we  come  to  questions  be- 
fore reaching  the  orders  of  the  day.  Now,  if 
the  motion  made  last  night — that  we  resume  the 
financial  debate  at  half-psist  two  to-day — takeR 
precedence  of  the  questions,  I  would  like  to  ask 
you  why  it  does  not  take  precedence  also  of  the 
presenting  of  petitions,  notices  of  motion,  and 
other  forms  of  business  ooming  before  the  orders 
of  the  day.    All  are  in  the  same  category. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— It  is  the  rule  that  notices 
get  precedence  on  Wednesdays  unless  the 
House  shall  otherwise  direct. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  you  will 
find  that  these  words  are  not  in  the  Standing 
Order  I  have  quoted.  I  will  read  it  to  you.  I 
do  hope,  as  this  is  a  matter  of  very  grave  im- 
portance  

Mr.  SPEAEER.—But  it  is  in  the  Standing 
Order  I  have  just  quoted.  We  have  been 
acting  on  it  ever  since  the  session  commenced. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — And  during  the  last  two 
Parliaments. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  have  not  in 
my  time  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  such  a 
course  followed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  which  frames 
these  Orders  lias  undoubted  power,  if  it  thinks 
proper,  to  overrule  those  Orders,  but  in  this 
instance  there  is  not  a  departure  from  the 
ordinary  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— But  this  one  is 
not  overruled.  The  House  has  the  power  by 
a  two- thirds  majority  of  suspending  a  Standing 
Order,  but  it  has  not  done  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  give  my  decision  that  it 
is  the  custom  when  the  financial  debate  is 
going  on  to  move  the  adjournment  at  the  close 
of  the  night's  debate  until  half- past  two  next 
day.  It  is  the  action  of  the  House  that  is 
being  now  challenged. 

Shortly  afterwards, 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Before  you 
proceed,  Sir,  to  the  first  order  of  the  day 
I  desire  to  bring  up  a  question  of  privilege  in 
accord,  Sir,  with  Standing  Order  No.  95. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— A  matter  of  order  cannot 
be  brought  forward  as  a  question  of  privilege. 
You  have  raised  a  point  of  order,  and  you 
cannot  now  bring  it  up  as  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. It  is  the  Speaker's  duty  to  rule  promptly 
and  decisively,  and  I  have  done  so. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— But  you  have 
not  heard  me  yet. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — Please  take  your  seat 
while  I  am  addressing  the  House.  The  point 
of  order  having  been  decided,  the  Clerk  will 
call  on  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  —  Am  I  not  in 
order 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —  No,  you  are  not.  The 
honourable  member  will  please  sit  down.  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  power 
conferred  upon  me  if  the  honourable  member 
persists  in  interrupting  the  course  of  business. 
•  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— You  have  not 
heard  the  point  I  raise. 

The  first  order  of  the  day  was  then  called  on. 
Mr,  M.  J.  8,  Mackensie 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOURNED  DBBATR. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Mr.  Speaker,  never  since 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  occupying  a  seat  in 
this  House  have  I  seen  or  read  such  a  satisfac- 
tory balance-sheet  as  has  been  submitted 
to  us  on  this  occasion  by  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  But,  before  proceed- 
ing to  discuss  the  various  matters  raised  in 
the  Financial  Statement,  I  would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout)  on  the  very  temperate  tone  which 
he  displayed  last  night  in  his  speech  in  the 
financial  debate.  I  can  only  hope  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  continue  to  make 
such  pleasant  speeches.  They  come  as  a  sur- 
prise from  the  portion  of  the  House  to  which 
he  belongs  ;  and  I  only  hope  that  the  dignified 
spirit  which  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  introduced  into 
his  speech  last  night  will  be  followed  by  some 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  sit  round 
him  in  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  **  left 
wing."  If  that  tone  and  manner  are  adopted 
by  those  honourable  gentlemen,  I  think  it 
will  tend  to  raise  the  tone  of  our  parliament- 
ary debates,  and  make  our  parliamentary  life 
very  much  pleasanter  than  it  has  been.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned.  Sir,  the  good  feeling 
which  that  honourable  gentleman  infused  in 
his  remarks  will  be  rigidly  observed  by  me. 
To  say  that  I  agreed  or  do  agree  with  all  that 
fell  from  that  honourable  gentleman  last  night 
would  be  saying  what  is  not  correct.  And, 
while  I  am  going  to  criticize,  and  criticize 
freely,  the  particular  points  he  raised  in  his 
speech,  I  hope  I  shall  do  so  in  a  purely  poli- 
tical sense,  I  do  not  wish  to  use  one  single 
sentence  which  may  be  construed  as  personal. 
Now,  the  first  point  that  arises  in  the  State- 
ment is  in  connection  with  the  financial  re- 
sults of  the  year,  which  I  consider  are  very 
satisfactory.  They  are  as  follows :  We  havere- 
oeived  during  the  year  £4,798,708 ;  our  expendi- 
ture for  the  same  period  has  been  £4,659,980 ; 
the  receipts  in  excess  of  expenditure  £188,728 ; 
and  the  balance  brought  forward  from  the 
previous  year  £215,558 ;  making  a  grand  total 
surplus  for  the  year  1896-97  of  £354,286.  Now, 
there  have  been  certain  objections  raised  with 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  placed  these  figures  in  his 
balance-sheet.  Sir  Robert  Stout  last  night, 
in  dealing  with  what  is  known  as  the  surplus, 
takes  exception  to  the  balance  carried  forward 
from  the  previous  year  being  included  in  the 
surplus.  Now,  I  would  like  to  ask  you,  Sir, 
and  this  honourable  House,  which  is  largely 
composed  of  business-men,  if  it  is  not  usual  in 
all  businesses  to  say,  the  profits  for  the  present 
year  are  so-muoh,  the  expenditure  so-much, 
and  the  balance  brought  forward  from  the 
previous  year  so-muoh.  The  balances  *ar6 
always  brought  forward.  To  show  the  hollow- 
nesB  of  the  line  of  argument  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  I  might  draw 
your  attention  to  this  phase  of  the  question : 
We  shall  imagine  a  man  in  business.      He 
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baa  had,  wo  will  say,  a  proBperoas  year,  and 
has  made  a  profit  of  £2,000.  According  to 
my  honourable  friend,  the  manufacturer  must 
not  carry  that  on  to  the  next  year  —  he 
must  spend  it  or  look  it  up;  he  must  not 
carry  it  forward.  Well,  say  that  during 
the  next  year  there  was  a  deficit  of  £500« 
the  man  would  be  simply  ruined  because  he 
could  not  apply  any  of  that  £2,000  to  wipe 
off  the  deficiency.  It  is  in  that  way  the 
honourable  gentleman  criticizes  the  manner 
in  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  dealt  with 
the  finance.  Of  course  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  says  I  am  all  wrong.  I  admit  thai 
perhaps  I  am  sometimes  wrong.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  never  is  wrong.  Now,  Sir  Robert 
Stout  last  night  took  exception  to  the  cfuarterly 
returns,  in  connection  with  the  finance  of  the 
colony,  not  being  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House,  and  said  that  that  should  have  been  done. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No  ;  I  said  that  the  last 
September  quarter  ought  to  have  been  gazetted 
last  week. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— The  position  is  this :  Sir 
Robert  Stout  said  last  night  in  this  House  that 
tlie  last  quarter's  returns  had  not  been  fur- 
nished to  this  House  as  required  by  law.  Now, 
just  to  sharpen  the  honourable  gentleman  up 
m  his  interpretation  of  the  law,  allow  me  to 
quote  subsection  (1)  of  section  4  of  '*  The  Public 
Revenues  Act  Amendment  Act,  1896."  It  says 
this  :— 

**(1.)  The  Treasury  shall,  within  fourteen 
days  after  the  end  of  each  financial  quarter 
except  the  last,  and  within  thirty  days  after 
the  end  of  the  last  financial  quarter,  in  the 
financial  year,  prepare  and  send  to  the  Audit 
Office  an  abstract  of  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  Public  Account,  as  provided  by  this 
Act,  during  such  quarter ;  and  shall  also  within 
thirty  days  after  the  end  of  each  financial  year 
send  to  the  Audit  Office  a  similar  abstract  of 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Public 
Account  during  such  year." 

That  gives  the  Treasury  officials  fourteen 
days  in  which  to  prepare  the  accounts  and  send 
them  forward.  The  next  subsection  deals  with 
the  Audit  Office,  and  says, — 

**  (2.)  Every  such  abstract  shall  be  certified 
by  the  Audit  Office  and  returned  to  the  Trea- 
sury within  fourteen  days  after  the  receipt 
thereof  from  the  Treasury  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
Treasury  shall  forthwith  publish  the  same,  cer- 
tified as  aforesaid,  in  the  QoMetie^  and  lay  the 
same  before  Parliament  if  sitting,  or,  if  not 
sitting,  then  within  ten  days  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  first  ensuing  session  thereof." 

So  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  in 
regard  to  gazetting  is  entirely  wrong.  The  Trea- 
Bcmr  officials  and  the  Audit  officials  have  other 
eignt  days  before  they  are  required  by  statute 
to  do  it.  Now,  there  was  another  point  the 
honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  attach  a  great 
deal  of  importance  to,  and  that  was  the  dila- 
toriness  on  the  part  of  the  Premier  in  not 
bringing  down  the  Public  Works  Statement. 
I  have  taken  some  little  pains  this  morning  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  out  what  the  honourable 
gsntleman  himself  did  when  he  was  in  power ; 


and'  the  result  is,  I  find  that  in  1885,  when  Sir 
Robert  Stout  was  the  Premier  of  the  colony, 
the  Financial  Statement  was  brought  down  on 
the  19th  June,  and  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment was  not  placed  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  till  the  25th  August,  exactly  sixty-seven 
days  after  the  Financial  Statement  was  sub- 
mitted. He  did  the  same  in  1886,  the  same  in 
1887,  and  in  1888  it  was  still  worse  ;  and  yet 
the  honourable  gentleman  finds  fault  with 
this  Government  for  not  bringing  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement  along  with  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  Well,  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  anv  Government  to  bring  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement  till  they  know  the 
exact  amount  of  money  they  are  going  to  have. 
Then  he  went  on  still  further  to  deal  with  the 
public  debt,  in  that  disingenuous  manner  which 
is  so  characteristic  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  said  he  would  draw  attention  to 
what  happened  in  the  past ;  and  he  drew  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  he  claimed  to 
be  the  fact,  that  this  was  an  entire  departure 
from  the  self-reliant  policy  of  the  late  Hon.  John 
Ballanoe,  as  introduced  in  his  Budget  in  1892. 
Now,  the  policy  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ballance  in  1892  will  not  bear  the  construction 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  placed  upon  his 
words.    He  says, — 

"  I  have  now  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  subject  of  providing  fund:! 
to  carry  on  public  works  in  the  future.  The 
question  may  be  asked.  Can  the  colony  afford 
to  bring  to  a  termination  the  construction  of 
roads  and  bridges,  which  alone  enable  settle- 
ment to  proceed  on  the  public  lands,  or  would  . 
it  be  a  wise  policy  to  hang  up  many  of  those 
lines  of  railway  that  are  now  approaching  a 
paying-point  ?  To  say  that  we  should  sit  down 
content  with  such  partial  results  would  surely 
be  considered  the  quintessence  of  folly." 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Read  on. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  will  read  it  all  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  wishes : — 

"  It  is  true  our  debt  is  great,  and  the  popula- 
tion to  bear  the  burden  comparatively  small. 
We  have  marched  for  twenty  years  at  a  furious 
pace,  too  severe  to  last ;  and  we  have  piled  up 
obligations  which  should  make  sane  men  pause. 
But  we  find  nothing  in  what  we  have  done  to 
cause  us  to  abate  one  jot  of  hope,  though  we 
see  much  to  make  us  reflect  on  the  course  we 
have  taken  and  to  ask  ourselves  whether  it  is 
not  possible  to  shape  our  destiny  by  different 
means.  The  possible  only,  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten, is  within  our  reach,  and,  after  all,  what 
we  may  attempt  is  circumscribed  within  narrow 
limits.  I  have  propounded  in  other  places  a 
financial  policy  of  self-reliance,  and  shown  the 
necessity  for  weaning  this  colony  from  a  servile 
dependence  on  foreign  dealers  in  money.  I  da 
not  think  it  would  be  wise,  even  were  it  feasible, 
to  attempt  to  raise  another  loan  in  the  English 
money-market  at  the  present  time.  Our  secu- 
rities are  as  high  as  those  of  any  Australian 
colony,  and  this  standard  has  been  reached 
probably  because  we  have  boldly  announced 
the  policy  of  not  offering  our  friends  any  more 
paper  for  a  period.    We  propose,  therefore,  to- 
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keep  faith  with  this  announoement,  and'  to 
refrain  from  placing  any  loan  on  the  English 
market  at  the  present  time/' 

Sir  R.  STOUT.—That  word  is  not  there. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  put  it  there.  I  am 
only  taking  a  leaf  out  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's book.  We  all  know  the  old  adage, 
*'  When  Greek  meets  Greek,"  you  must  use 
similar  weapons ;  and  I  know  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  his  quotations  from  authorities 
is  addicted  to  putting  in  his  own  interpolations, 
Q  Q  and  of  course  I  just  followed  his  rule. 
Now,  allow  me  to  follow  this  a  little 
bit  further.  The  late  John  Ballanoe  said  this — 
and  his  objection  does  not  apply  to  borrowing 
in  the  colony ;  the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks 
refers  to  borrowing  on  the  English  market — 
Mr.  Ballance  said,  "  Of  course  this  limit 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  limit? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— The  limit  of  non-borrow- 
ing and  restricting  themselves  from  borrowing 
at  this  particular  time.  He  had  £200,000,  and 
that  was  all  he  was  able  to  hand  over  for 
public-works  expenditure  that  year;  and  he 
said  honourable  members  would  have  to  exer- 
cise a  great  deal  of  moderation  and  self-denial 
in  order  to  make  the  money  spin  out.  Mr. 
Ballanoe  was  only  dealing  with  that  year,  and 
he  goes  on  to  say,— 

*<  But  by  way  of  compensation,  if  this  be 
needed,  it  also  means  that  for  the  first  time 
we  haye  determined  on  a  policy  of  true  self- 
reliance— the  only  policy,  I  firmly  believe,  to 
make  this  a  great  country.  Whether  the 
policy  thus  inaugurated  can  be  continued  will 
depend  on  circumstances  which  may  be  beyond 
the  control  of  Governments  or  Parliaments,  but 
we  oonfidentlv  ask  for  it  that  sympathy  and 
support  which  it  has  a  right  to  claim  from 
every  man  who  wishes  well  to  New  Zealand." 

Now,  what  about  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  last  night,  who  said  that 
the  late  John  Ballance  had  sternly  set  his  face 
against  borrowing  ?  He  was  simply  laying  down 
a  policy  for  that  particular  time ;  he  was  able 
to  allocate  £200,000  for  public  works,  and  he 
was  asking  members  to  exercise  moderation 
in  their  applications  for  money  for  roads  and 
bridges  and  so  forth,  so  that  he  might  be  able 
to  spin  out  the  money  for  the  year.  But  when 
you  are  examining  or  listening  to  a  financial 
oritic  of  the  ability  of  my  friend  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  who  is  always  preaching  to  this  House, 
and  criticizing  the  finances  of  the  present 
Administration,  1  think,  Sir,  this  would  be  a 
proper  place  and  time  to  review  one  or  two 
leaves  of  that  past  history  of  his  own,  and  see 
what  he  did  when  he  had  the  opportunity  to 
carry  out  the  rigid  system  of  self-denial  which 
he  Is  continually  preaching.  Now,  what  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  do?  We  find,  according 
to  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  when  he  took  ofiice,  in 
his  first  Financial  Statement,  delivered  on  the 
1st  November,  1887,  that  the  deficit  left  by  the 
Stoat-Vogel  Administration  at  that  particular 
date— 188&-67— amounted  to  £92,298.  But  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  says  this : — 

"But  if  we  omit  from  the  revenue  two 
considerable  items  which  will  not  recar  this 
Mr,  Morrison 


year— namely,  the  surplus  of  £37,859  with 
which  the  year  1886-87  began,  and  the  windfall 
of  £104,749  of  released  sinking  funds— we  shall 
find  that  what  I  have  called  recurrent  revenne 
fell  short  of  the  expenditure  by  £284,906." 

Now,  in  connection  with  the  public  debt,  let 
us  examine  the  figures.  The  gross  public  debt 
when  the  Stout- Vogel  Administration  went  into 
office  on  the  81st  March,  1884.  was  £31,071,582 
— ^that  is,  exclusive  of  deficiency  bills.  On  the 
dlst  March,  1887 — I  admit  that  was  six  months 
after  the  Stout -Vogel  Ministry  went  out  of 
power— the  public  debt  was  £85,741,653,  ez- 
elusive  of  deficiency  bills  for  £279,000  then 
outstanding.  Since  that  date,  and  up  to  the 
1st  November,  there  were  further  deficiency 
bills  issued  to  the  amount  of  £715,900,  thus 
making  a  total  of  outstcmding  deficiency  bills 
of  £995,000.  The  position  is  this :  that  daring 
the  time  the  Stout- Vogel  Government  were  in 
power  they  borrowed  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
increase  the  public  debt  by  £4,670,000.  This 
was  done  in  three  years.  And  this  is  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  is  always  taunting 
this  Government  about  the  amount  they  have 
been  borrowing,  and  accusing  them  of  depart- 
ing from  the  non-borrowing,  self-reliant  lines 
laid  down  by  the  late  John  Ballance.  But  not 
only  that :  he  received,  under  the  operation  of 
*'The  Consolidated  Stock  Act,  1884,^' which  his 
Government  brought  into  power  for  the  pur- 
pose, during  the  three  years  they  held  office,  no 
less  than  £742,728  of  sinking  funds.  Of  this 
the  Consolidated  Fund  contributed  £597,236, 
the  balance  of  £145,492  being  produced  during 
the  same  period  by  investments  made  by  the 
sinking  fund. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  am  perfectly  correct. 
You  keep  quite  quiet  and  I  shall  manage  to 
get  there.  I  know  what  I  am  talking  about. 
The  position  is  this :  that  Sir  Robert  Stout  re- 
ceived for  his  revenue  £742,000  of  released 
sinking  funds — that  is,  he  issued  debenturee 
against  them  ;  but  as  against  them  he  only 
paid  £597,000,  and  the  other  £145,000  was  the 
earnings  of  the  accumulated  sinking  funds 
which  his  Government  never  contributed  a 
shilling  towards.  To  briefly  summarise  the 
methods  of  finance  which  this  honourable 
gentleman  adopted,  or  which  his  Government 
adopted  when  in  newer :  First  of  all  he  in- 
creased the  public  debt  by  £4,670,000 ;  second, 
he  left  a  deficit  for  two  years  of  £528,603— that 
Is,  for  1885-86  and  up  to  the  31st  March,  1887  ; 
making  a  total  of  £5,198,674  which  that 
honourable  gentleman's  Government  expended 
in  three  years  in  this  colony.  And  let  us  look 
at  another  phase  of  the  question.  He  is  very 
anxious  sometimes  to  level  charges  on  account 
of  what  he  terms  the  maladministration  of  this 
Government,  and  alleging  that  the  corruption 
of  the  Seddon  Administration  is  something 
that  has  never  been  experienced  in  this  colony 
before.  Might  I  refer  this  House  to  just  one  case 
of  maladministration  that  occurred  during  the 
time  that  honourable  genUeman  held  the  reins 
of  office  ?  I  will  give  you  just  one  case  for  a 
start.    In  the  year  1880  there  were  seventeen 
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Inspeotora  of  Police,  and  after  careful  oonsider- 

.ation  the  Hall  Government  decided  that  eleven 
Inspectors  could  Batisfactorily  perform  the  work» 
and  reductions  were  made  accordingly.  This 
was  by  the  Hall  Government.  Now,  when  the 
Stoat- Vogel  Administration  came  into  power 

•  eleven  Inspectors  were  satisfactorily  performing 
the  work  in  the  colony,  at  an  annual  cost  of 
£4,300,  and  with  445  men  of  all  ranks  under 
them.  But  in  1887,  after  three  years  of  this 
so- called  pure  democratic  Government,  what 
do  we  find?  We  find  that  the  eleven  In- 
spectors had  been  increased  to  eighteen  — 
that  is  one  more  than  had  been  found  by  the 
Hall  Administration  —  at  an  annual  cost  to 
the  colony  ot  £6,000,  and  the  number  of  police 
had  increased  to  502.  So  much  for  the 
economy  practised  by  the  Stout- Vogel  Admi- 
nistration. Now,  there  is  another  point 
which  I  came  across,  and  which  I  think  a 
▼ery  important  one.  It  is  in  connection  with 
the  amount  of  money  consumed  in  travelling- 
expenses  during  the  same  period.  The  amount 
daring  the  year  from  Ist  October,  1886,  to 
90th  September,  1887,  was  £56,417.  This  in- 
clades  expenses  of  Ministers,  but  does  not 
include  the  commuted  travelling-allowances 
which  are  granted  to  many  officers  of  the 
various  departments.  So  much  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  been  preaching  to  this 
House  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being 
a  member  about  purity  of  Government   and 

<  rigid  economy.  As  a  rule.  Sir,  you  judge  a  man 
by  what  he  practises.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man when  he  had  the  opportunity  did  not 
practise  what  he  now  preacnes.  Now,  he  had  a 
good  deal  to  say  about  a  table  in  the  Financial 
Statement  on  page  10.  In  connection  with 
this,  the  honourable  gentleman  tried  to  throw 
dnst  in  the  eyes  of  the  House  when  he  com- 
plained that  the  time  was  so  short  that  he 
oonld  not  attempt  to  deal  with  the  Statement 

.  as  he  would  have  liked  ;  yet  he  took  eighteen 
minutes  in  discussing  one  of  the  tables,  and 
then  he  could  not  quote  correctly.  Why  did 
he  not  read  the  paragraph  immediately  over  the 
table,  because  then  the  House  would  at  once 
have  understood  the  position  ?  It  says  this : — 
"The  following  table  succinctly  shows  the 
nmnnerative  character  of  the  purposes  of  the 
loans  obtained  during  the  Ballance  and  Seddon 
Administration  as  compared  with  those  for 
which  loans  under  former  Governments  were 
asked." 

Now,  it  was  only  for  the  purposes  for  which 

the  loans  had  been  raised,  and  for  which  they 

had  been  asked,  that  are  supposed  to  be  dealt 

with  in  this  table. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Oh  ! 

Mr.  MGRRISON.—That  is  so.    But,  if  the 

'honourable  gentleman  does  not  like  the  table 
as  arranged  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  may 
tell  him  that  during  my  morning's  work  I  came 

.  across  a  table  prepared  by  Mr.  Roper,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Chris t- 

.  ehoroh.  This  gentleman  delivered  a  very  in- 
teresting speech  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  also 
eompiled  a  table  with  regard  to  the  colony's 

.financM.    The  table  is  as  follows : — 


Prom  1870  to  1896  the  colony  spent  on— 

Railways          ..             ..  £16,089,677 

Immigration    ..             ..  2,146,644 

Purchase  of  lands          . .  1,297,854 
Lighthouses,      Harbour- 
works,  &c. 

Harbour  defence            . .  917,513 

Contingent  defence       . .  434,719 

Telegraphs                      ..  734,560 

Development  of  goldfields  587,650 

Public  buildings            . .  2,021,429 

Coal-mines       ..             ..  10,835 

Thermal  springs            . .  14,600 
Departmental,  public  works       389,142 

Roads  and  bridges         . .  3,982,728 

Expenses  of  raising  loans  1,026,828 


Grand  total  . .  £28,664.179 
Mr.  Roper  also  stated,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  that  without  this  huge  expenditure  of 
money  he  did  not  know  that  the  private  wealth 
of  this  colony  would  have  been  what  it  is  at 
present.  The  private  wealth,  according  to  the 
latest  statistics,  amounted  to  something  like 
£170,000,000,  and  a  large  portion  of  that  wealth 
has  been  built  up  by  the  expenditure  on  rail- 
ways, telegraphs  and  postal  conveniences,  also 
roads  and  bridges,  and  so  on.  About  £17,000,000 
of  that  money  is  directly  reproductive.  This 
represents  railways,  and  post  and  telegraphs. 
It  is  within  a  fraction  of  what  they  have 
actually  cost  the  colony.  But  I  must  hasten 
on,  because  my  time  will  not  admit  of  my 
replying  to  all  the  fallacious  arguments  of  my 
honourable  friend.  With  regard  to  Customs 
returns,  the  honourable  gentleman  made  a 
statement  to  this  effect :  that  there  had  been 
increased  taxation  during  the  last  six  years  of 
£322,944  on  three  .items  alone— that  was,  on 
beer,  Customs,  and  land-  and  income-tax. 
Now,  I  do  not  know  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  take  this  House  to  be  when  he 
thinks  he  can  impose  on  the  intelligence  of 
honourable  members  by  making  statements  of 
that  description.  Sir,  he  makes  that  state- 
ment without  bringing  one  single  iota  of  fact 
to  support  it.  He  simply  hurls  charges,  ao- 
ousations,  and  statements  which  cannot  be 
supported.  Sir,  we  know  the  Customs  duties 
have  not  been  increased  one  single  sixpence 
in  connection  with  beer,  and  the  land-  and 
income-tax  has  not  been  disturbed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— It  is  entirely  changed. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  know  the  honourable 
gentleman  wants  to  make  this  House  believe 
that,  because  there  have  been  larger  receipts 
from  these  particular  items,  those  receipts  are 
due  to  increased  taxation ;  but  that  is  not 
correct.  It  arises  from  two  causes.  One  is 
the  prosperity  of  the  people,  which  has  in- 
creased their  purchasing-power  of  an  article 
which  pays  excise  duty,  and  assists  in  bringing 
in  more  revenue  to  the  Exchequer,  but  the  duty 
has  not  been  altered  in  the  slightest  degree. 
Would  the  honourable  gentleman  be  prepared 
to  let  his  argument  apply  the  other  way? 
Will  he  admit  that  the  falling  revenue  of 
1894-96  meant  that  the  Government  had  re- 
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duoed  taxation?  No,  he  would  not  be  bo 
honest  as  to  give  the  Government  credit  to  that 
extent.  Now,  let  me  start  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  a  voyage  of  discovery.  What 
are  the  actual  facts  about  the  Customs 
revenue?  We  find  that  our  receipts  from 
Customs  for  1893-94  were  £1,656,502  17s.  Id. 
This  was  before  che  tariff  was  touched  at  all, 
and  therefore  I  think  it  affords  a  fair  com- 
parison. The  Treasurer,  in  bringing  down  his 
Budget  for  the  following  year,  framed  his 
estimates  for  a  drop  in  the  Customs  revenue 
of  no  less  a  sum  than  £55,000.  That  was  for  the 
year  ending  the  Slst  March,  1895.  He  found 
at  the  end  of  his  financial  year  that  he  had 
overestimated  receipts  from  Customs  by  no 
less  a  sum  than  £30,215,  showing  an  actual 
drop  in  the  year  of  over  £85,000  in  connection 
with  Customs.  In  submitting  the  Financial 
Statement  the  following  year,  he  made  allow- 
ance for  a  still  further  drop  of  £9,000  odd  ;  but 
the  colony,  after  having  experienced  one  or 
two  lean  years,  began  to  revive,  and  instead  of 
the  revenue  falling  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
anticipated  it  was  increased  by  £79,000.  This, 
however,  was  still  £6,000  short  of  the  receipts 
for  1893-94.  And  yet,  Sir,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  said  that  this 
was  owing  to  increased  taxation.  So  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  fact  of  the  receipts  for 
the  past  year  having  increased  is  no  proof 
that  it  is  owing  to  increased  duties.  I 
maintain  it  is  due  to  the  increased  pur- 
chasing-power of  the  people,  to  better  times, 
and  to  more  employment.  The  people  can 
afford  to  spend  more  money  than  they  could 
before.  Now,  is  there  not  another  way  of  ac- 
counting for  this  increase  of  last  year  than  by 
the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  has  sug- 
gested? Has  population  got  anything  to  do 
with  the  matter?  We  know  that  during  the 
last  five  years  our  population  has  increased  by 
76,702  persons ;  yet  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
seemed  last  night  in  the  course  of  this  debate  to 
glory  in  the  fact — there  was  quite  a  hopeful  tone 
in  his  voice — when  he  mentioned  that  our  popu- 
lation had  decreased  during  the  June  quarter. 
That  is  not  so,  because  we  had  an  actual  increase 
hi  population  at  the  end  of  June.  The  actual 
population  of  the  colony,  excluding  the  Maoris, 
on  the  dOth  June,  was  719,294  persons.  Now, 
is  this  addition  to  our  population.  Sir,  not 
going  to  have  effect  on  our  Customs  revenue  ? 
I  think,  whatever  my  honourable  friend  Sir 
Robert  Stout  may  say  implying  that  it  is 
not  going  to  have  the  slightest  effect  on  the 
revenue,  he  will  have  some  difficulty  in  con- 
vincing any  unbiassed  person  that  his  view  is 
correct.  Let  us  examine  this  export  question 
too.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
our  exports  were  not  increasing  as  they  should 
do.  Is  that  true  ?  Now,  our  exports  for  last 
year  amounted  to  £9,321,105.  The  previous 
year  they  were  £8,550,224,  showing  an  mcrease 
of  something  like  £800,000  alone  in  the  ex- 
ports for  the  two  years.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  a  number  of  years  back,  I  believe,  in  1890 
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and  1891,  the  value  of  oar  exports  was  a  little 
bit  higher ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  all  know 
that  the  value  of  our  products  has  fallen  very 
much  during  the  last  year  or  two,  and  neces- 
sarily it  has  affected  the  value  of  our  exports. 
Just  to  show  the  extent  of  our  exports  since 
this  Government  came  into  office,  I  am  going  to* 
hansardise  this  particular  point :  Our  Customs- 
revenue  returns,  as  per  Budget  for  1891-92, 
amounted  to  £1,625,270  19s.  lOd.,  or  an  aver- 
age  per  head  of  £2  9s.  7d.  In  1892-93  it 
was  £1,642,590  2s.  lOd.,  or  an  average  of 
£2  lis.  6d.  per  head.  In  1893-94  it  waa 
£1,655,502  178.  Id.,  or  an  average  of  £2 10s.  4d. 
per  head.  In  1894-95  it  was  £1,569,784  7s.  lOd.,. 
or  an  average  of  £2  68.  4d.  That  was  one  of 
our  lean  years.  In  1895-96  it  was  £1,649,310- 
7s.  2d.,  or  an  average  of  £2  68.  9d.  per  head. 
In  1896-97  it  was  £1,818,972  6s.  6d.,  or  an 
average  of  £2  9s.  lid.  per  head.  So  much  for 
that.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  said  about 
the  old-age  pensions  scheme,  and  I  was  very 
much  surprised  to  find  the  attitude  the 
honourable  gentleman  took  up  in  dealing, 
with  this  matter.  I  thought  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  been  so  much  in  public 
life  would  have  had  at  least  some  practical 
ideas  with  regard  to  this  scheme.  The  solution 
that  my  honourable  friend  has  for  this  old-age 
pensions  scheme  is  an  annuity  system.  He 
says  that  if  he  could  get  our  young  people  to 
join  some  of  our  insurance  companies  at  nine- 
teen or  twenty  years  of  age,  and  guarantee 
to  pay  6d.,  or  perhaps  a  little  more,  per 
week,  when  they  reached  the  age  of  sixty-nve 
they  would  be  entitled  to  receive  a  pension.  It 
may  seem  right  enough  to  discuss  a  large 
question  like  the  old-age  pensions  from  a  theo- 
retical point  of  view.  It  is  all  right  to  say  w& 
should  make  humanity  do  this,  and  we  should 
make  humanity  do  that,  but,  unfortunately,  in 
working  out  problems  of  this  description  we 
have  to  take  humanity  as  we  find  it,  and  I  ask 
any  man  who  has  had  any  experience  of  dealing 
with  his  fellows  if  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  you  will  get  young  men  to  give  6d.,  9d.,  or 
is.  a  week  simply  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  a  pension  ?  They 
will  not  do  it.  I  speak  as  a  man  who  has 
belonged  to  friendly  societies  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  I  know  the  difficulty  they  have  to 
contend  with  in  keeping  the  membership  good 
on  the  books  of  those  who  are  entitled  to 
receive  such  immediate  benefits  as  medical 
attendance  and  medicine  and  £1  a  week  if 
they  should  fall  sick.  Now,  we  have  this  diffi- 
culty in  the  friendly  societies,  and  the  records  of 
Mr.  Mason,  the  Registrar,  will  support  me  in 
what  I  state.  We  have  a  large  number  of 
members  who  leave  every  year  simply  owing, 
to  unfortunate  circumstances  —  sometimes 
through  carelessness  or  unwillingness  to  keep 
up  the  payments.  That  is  the  difficulty  the 
friendly  societies  have  to  fight  against,  and,  if 
it  is  so  in  connection  with  friendly  societies 
where  the  benefits  are  immediate,  now  much 
greater  the  difficulty  would  be  under  the  pro- 
posed scheme  of  my  honourable  friend  Sir 
Robert  Stout.      Do  you  imagine   any  young. 
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fellow  is  going  to  contribute  towards  a  fund 
the  benefit  of  which  he  will  not  receive  until 
forty- five  years  afterwards?  He  says,  '*I  am 
not  going  to  pay  6d.  or  Is.  a  week  to  insure 
myself  seeing  I  will  probably  never  live  to 
receive  the  money."  You  have  got  this  diffi- 
•culty  to  deal  with  :  that  no  young  man  will 
take  upon  himself  such  a  responsibility  for  a 
matter  of  forty  or  forty-five  years  ahead. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— What  about  insurance? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— What  about  insurance  ? 
Does  insurance  cover  the  same  ground  as  the 
proposed  annuity  scheme  in  connection  with 
old-age  pensions  ?  The  honourable  gentleman 
18  carrying  out  his  usual  practice ;  he  his  try- 
ing to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the  scent, 
but  I  assure  him  that  his  proposed  scheme  of 
annuities  will  not  prove  to  be  the  solution  for 
this  old-age  pension  difficulty.  I  will  go  even 
further,  and  I  will  point  out  to  him  this  posi- 
tion ;  We  know  perfectly  well  there  is  a  large 
number  of  women  in  this  colony,  and  in  other 
•colonies,  who  are,  unfortunately,  left  destitute 
through  no  fault  of  their  own — through,  per- 
haps, unfortunate  circumstances.  Perhaps  they 
have  invested  all  their  money  in  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  shares,  or  their  husbands  have  died 
and  the  widow  is  left  with  a  small  family : 
Oould  they  take  part  in  my  honourable  friend's 
insurance  scheme  ?  Certainly  not.  I  say  that 
if  they  did  reach  sixty-five  years  of  age  they 
would  be  the  recipients  of  the  small  sum  the 
<jovemment  proposes  to  pay  persons  in  desti- 
tute circumstances.  My  honourable  friend's 
scheme  has  been  laughed  at  by  every  authority 
in  the  world.  Of  course,  it  is  on  the  lines  of 
llr.  Chamberlain's  scheme,  and  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, in  connection  with  that  scheme,  never 
^ot  any  support  from  any  friendly  society  in 
the  world.  No  friendly  society  supports  it ;  in 
fact,  to  show  the  absurdity  of  this  annuity 
«cheme,  I  might  say  that  the  Manchester 
Unity  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Foresters 
have  had  an  annuity  scheme  in  operation 
in  connection  with  their  orders  for  a  very 
large  number  of  years,  and  it  is  not  taken  ad- 

Q  QQ  vantage  of.  The  present  members 
'  will  not  take  advantage  of  it,  and  what 
«ire  you  going  to  do  with  that  large  class  of 
people  who  are  unable  to  pass  a  medical  exami- 
nation ?  You  will  surely  have  to  submit  them 
to  such  an  examination. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Then,  •  you  would  take 
them  just  as  they  come  ?  That  i6  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  usual  way  of  settling  a  very 
difficult  question.  He  would  take  them  without 
examination,  and  if  they  contributed  for  five 
years  or  so  he  would  take  their  contributions 
and  return  nothing,  whether  they  died  or  left 
the  country. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— If  he  died  the  money  would 
be  of  no  use  to  him. 

Mr.  MORRISON.  — His  friends  should  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  money. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  do  not  understand  the 
•question. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  understand  the  ques- 
tion very   much  better  than  the  honourable 


gentleman,  but  he  has  a  peculiar  habit  of  tell- 
ing people  that  they  do  not  understand  this, 
that,  and  the  other  thing.  This  is  his  gentle- 
manly manner  of  carrying  on  a  running  fire  of 
interjections.  The  honourable  gentleman  gave 
us  two  cases  as  illustrations — the  provident 
and  the  improvident  man.  The  provident 
man,  according  to  his  authority,  should  get 
an  old-age  pension,  and  the  improvident  man 
should  not  get  any.  I  do  not  agree  with  him. 
Say  the  two  men  start  together,  both  fairly 
equipped :  one  is  of  industrious  habits,  and 
saves  every  shilling  he  can;  the  other — well, 
he  spends  his  money  freely,  and  is  a  hail  and 
well-met  sort  of  fellow.  Both  reach  the  a^e 
of  sixty  -  five ;  the  former  has  saved  a  littie 
money,  and  the  man  who  spends  his  money 
has  got  nothing.  Sir  Robert  Stout  says 
you  are  not  encouraging  thrift  by  giving  the 
improvident  man  a  pension  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  Why,  a  man  at  sixty-five  who  has 
played  fast  and  loose  with  his  money  has  con- 
tributed a  hundredfold  more  to  the  revenue 
than  the  provident  man.  A  large  amount  of 
the  money  received  from  taxation  is  taken  from 
the  beer  and  spirit  duties.  That  being  so,  you 
are  only  returning  to  the  improvident  man  a 
moiety  of  the  money  he  has  contributed  during 
his  young  and  healthy  days.  This  thrift  argu- 
ment can  be  driven  too  far.  But  I  would  point 
out  this :  that  you  must  not  run  away  with  the 
notion  that  because  a  man  is  improvident  and 
of  drunken  habits  he  has  been  of  no  use  to  the 
State,  and  has  no  right  to  receive  a  pension.  I 
say  the  man  of  improvident  habits  has  probably 
contributed  much  mure  to  the  revenue  than 
the  provident  man.  Not  only  that ;  but 
seeing  that,  according  to  my  honourable  friend, 
drink  is  enough  to  kill  anybody,  and,  at  any 
rate,  shortens  life,  the  chances  are  that  a  man 
who  is  of  drunken  and  improvident  habits  will 
not  live  to  see  sixty-five,  and  the  State  is 
thereby  all  the  richer.  But  I  do  not  really 
honestly  believe  this  to  be  sound  argument.  I 
merely  wish  to  point  out  that  there  can  be  a 
good  many  arguments  brought  forward  in  sup- 
port even  of  the  improvident  man.  I  say  we 
ought  to  encourage  thrift  in  every  possible 
way;  but  at  the  same  time  this  question  of 
thrift  can  be  driven  a  shade  too  far.  Now,  I 
may  say  in  former  times  in  this  House  I  have 
urged  that  this  old-age  pensions  scheme  should 
be  made  general  in  application,  and  I  admit 
the  sound  logic  of  the  position.  But  since 
then  I  have  modified  my  opinion ;  after  careful 
inquiry  into  the  whole  thing  I  believe  that  to 
insist  that  the  old-age  pensions  scheme  shall  be 
general  to  every  one  in  the  community,  irre- 
spective of  position  or  means,  would  be  to 
make  it  unworkable.  In  order  to  get  in  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  and  thus  place  an  old- 
age  pensions  scheme  on  the  statute-book  of  the 
colony  I  am  prepared  to  support  a  Bill  on  the 
lines  submitted  last  year — to  the  effect  that  all 
persons  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  at  least  £bO 
a  year  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  some  small 
pension  from  the  State ;  and  I  know  it  would 
come  as  a  boon  and  a  blessing  and  relief  to 
dozens  of  men  and  women  who  have  done  their 
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duty  Id  the  battle  of  life — brought  up  respect- 
able families  and  acted  as  citizens  to  the  best 
of  their  ability,  and  who  find  themselves 
stranded  in  their  old  age  through  no  fault  of 
their  own.  I  say,  Are  we  in  this  young  colony 
going  to  allow  these  people  to  drift  into  the 
poor-house  and  alms-houses  ?    Burns  says, — 

Old  age  and  want,  that  ill-matched  pair, 

Show  man  was  mode  to  mourn. 

This  was  written  about  a  hundred  years 
ago.  Some  of  the  cleverest  statesmen  in 
the  world  have  tried  to  grapple  with  the 
problem  of  an  old-age  pensions  scheme;  and 
I  say  now  we  have  got  a  Bill  and  a 
Government  and  a  country  that  are  alive 
to  the  necessity  of  placing  a  scheme  on  the 
statute-book.  We  should  be  wanting  in  our 
duty  to  ourselves  and  the  colony  if  we  do  not 
pass  it.  It  may  not  give  us  all  we  want.  It  is 
not  going  so  far  as  I  should  like,  but  at  the 
same  time,  as  politics  are  a  matter  of  compro- 
mise, it  is  advisable  on  a  question  of  this  sort 
to  accept  a  bit  of  the  crust  rather  than  no 
bread.  Now,  another  very  serious  objection 
came  from  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  Robert  Stout),  and  I  may  say 
that  all  through  his  speech  it  was  one  of  the 
most  Individualistic  speeches  ever  I  listened 
to.  Its  tone  and  manner  were  perfectly  un- 
objectionable ;  but  he  said,  **  Why  should  the 
Government  borrow  money  to  lend  to  people 
who  are  going  to  establish  creameries  ? " 
Why  should  the  Government  not  do  so?  They 
are  borrowing  money  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
back  the  lands  of  the  colony  that  have  been 
mopped  up  by  my  honourable  friend's  friends 
in  times  past  and  let  or  sold  to  foreign  syndi- 
cates, and  now  the  Government  are  compelled 
in  this  small  colony  to  buy  back  estates  in  order 
to  procure  land  for  the  people  to  settle  on.  We 
are  borrowing  money  to  road  the  land  and  to 
bridge  the  rivers,  and  to  develop  all  the  re- 
sources of  the  colony,  and  to  assist  to  settle 
the  people  on  the  waste  lands,  or  the  lands 
that  have  been  bought  back;  and  if  with 
good  security  we  can  still  further  assist  the 
settler  in  establishing  creameries,  I  say  the 
Government  are  carrying  on  the  good  work 
they  have  been  doing  for  five  or  six  years. 
We  have  broken  the  back  of  the  usurer 
with  the  million  and  a  half  borrowed  for 
advances  to  settlers,  and  we  are  going  to  stiU 
further  break  the  back  of  the  same  gentlemen. 
It  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  I  hope 
the  House  will  cordially  support  it.  Still,  we 
must  mind  that  the  Government  has  good 
security.  I  do  not  intend  that  one  sixpence 
shall  be  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  colony  in  connection  with  this 
scheme,  or  any  other  scheme  for  assisting  the 
settlers.  And  X  believe  the  settlers  of  the  colony 
are  too  high-minded  to  take  sixpence  from  the 
Government  without  being  prepared  to  pay  it 
back  with  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest.  There 
is  another  point:  The  honourable  gentleman 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  Government  appoint- 
ing agents  at  Home.  Why  should  they  not  do 
so  ?  Has  it  not  been  a  standing  disgrace,  the 
manner  in  which  the  products  of  the  colony  have 
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been  treated  in  London  during  the  last  few  years  ? 
One  can  hardly  take  up  a  newspaper  without 
finding  objection  taken  to  the  manner  in  which 
frozen  meat  has  been  dealt  with ;  and  not  only 
frozen  meat,  but  our  butter  and  other  products. 
Now,  the  Government  has  simply  extended  its 
functions  a  little  further;  they  have  bought 
the  land  for  the  farmers,  and  are  reading  and 
bridging  it ;  they  are  lending  them  money  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  bands  of  the  usurer ;  itej 
are  going  to  lend  them  money  to  establish 
creameries;  and  now  they  are  going  to  find 
agents  at  Home  to  try  and  get  fair  prices  for 
the  products  they  export ;  and  yet  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says  that  is  not  desirable  work 
for  the  Government  to  go  in  for.  I  think  it  ia 
very  much  more  desirable  than  the  work  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  carried  on  during 
the  years  he  wafi  in  office.  It  was  just  borrow 
and  spend,  borrow  and  spend;  no  policy, 
no  attempt  to  do  anything  but  borrow  and 
spend ;  and  let  me  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  been  compelled  to  expend  large  sums 
In  certain  directions  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  paid  out  of  loan;  this  Grovern- 
ment  has  got  to  pay  it  out  of  revenue.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  it,  but  will  not 
give  this  Government  any  credit  for  what  they 
have  done  in  that  direction.  Now,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wound  up  his  speech  by  saying 
**  What  is  the  outlook  ?  "  I  might  also  ask  the 
question,  What  is  the  outlook  ?  The  outlook 
is  contained  in  this  Financial  Statement,  and 
from  start  to  finish,  if  the  various  measures 
outlined  in  that  Statement  are  given  effect  to, 
it  will  tend  to  develop  the  resources  of  this 
colony,  it  will  tend  to  assist  the  settlers,  and 
it  will  also  tend  in  sending  New  Zealand 
still  further  on  the  very  progressive  lines  she 
has  been  travelling  during  the  last  few  years. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.  — Sir,  I  am  afraid  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  represents  Caver- 
sham  has  got  into  bad  company,  and  in  this 
bad  company  is  learning  bad  ways.  The 
honourable  gentleman  quoted  from  a  Financial 
Statement  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballanoe  in  1892 ; 
and,  Sir,  I  suppose  it  is  the  result  of  the 
company  he  is  living  with,  the  political  party 
he  belongs  to,  that  he,  unfortunately,  did  not 
quote  Mr.  Ballance  correctly,  and  in  reading 
the  Financial  Statement  delivered  in  1892  he 
puts  in  some  words  of  his  own  which  materially 
alter  the  effect  cf  his  reading.  Mr.  Ballance 
said  in  1892,— 

**  Our  securities  are  as  high  as  those  of  any 
Australian  colony,  and  this  standard  has  been 
reached  probably  because  we  have  boldly 
announced  the  policy  of  not  offering  our 
friends  any  more  paper  for  a  period.  We 
propose,  therefore,  to  keep  faith  with  this 
announcement,  and  to  refrain  from  placing 
any  loan  on  the  English  market." 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Read  on. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— Mr.  Ballance  did  not  say 
"  at  present."  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
inserted  the  words  *'at  present "  at  the  end  of 
what  I  have  read,  for  his  own  convenience,  and 
they  materially  alter  the  effect  of  the  words 
themselves.    I   would  advise  the  honourable 
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genlleman  to  separate  himself  from  that  oom- 
paoy  which  can  lead  him  to  thus  misquote 
statements.  He  has  read  other  parts  of  this 
Financial  Statement  of  Mr.  Ballanoe's  which 
I  do  not  intend  to  repeat,  hecause  they  are  all 
in  one  direction,  simply  in  the  direction  of 
self-reliance  and  non-borrowing.  If  one  wanted 
to  know  whether  Mr.  Ballance  wanted  to  con- 
tinue this  policy  we  have  only  to  go  to  the 
Statements  of  successive  years.  In  the  State- 
ment of  the  very  next  year  he  says, — 

"  In  the  meantime  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony  are  being  better 
consulted  by  our  steadfastly  adhering  to  the 
policy  of  self-denial  and  by  maintaining  the 
strong  financial  position  which  we  now  hold." 

And  further  on,  '*  The  Government  believe  that 
botrowing  is  not  necessary,  and  have  decided 
to  conduct  the  business  of  the  country  without 
having  recourse  to  it."  Now,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wants  to  make  out  that  Mr. 
Ballance  did  not  accept  the  policy  of  self- 
leliance  and  non- borrowing  he  lands  himself 
in  a  difficulty.  Did  he  or  did  he  not  uphold 
the  policy  ?  If  he  did,  then  he  lands  himself  in 
this  position :  thst  he  is  now  in  favour  of  a 
borrowing  policy — he  is  not  in  favour  of  self- 
reliance.  If  we  understand  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  to  say  that  he  never 
did  believe  in  the  policy  of  self-reliance  and 
non-borrowing,  then  he  repudiates  his  former 
leader.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  he  has  adopted 
that  principle.  He  very  likely  will  find  himself 
in  considerable  difficulty  before  very  many 
years  are  over.  Then  he  referred  to  some 
other  matters  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout). 
He  adopted  the  tu  quoque  argument,  now  so 
oommon  in  this  House,  referring  to  some  other 
person's  doings.  It  matters  not  to  me  nor  to 
this  side  of  the  House  whether  he  was  correot 
as  regards  the  utilisation  of  sinking  funds  by 
others.  I  believe  he  was  entirely  wrong.  It 
matters  not,  however,  to  us  whether  he  was 
zight  or  wrong.  It  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  existing  Parliament,  or  with  this  side 
of  the  House.  And  if  the  sinking  funds  had 
been  used,  two  blacks  do  not  make  a  white. 
If  he  does  approve  of  it,  I  am  sorry  for  him. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Sir  Harry  Atkinson  used 
them. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— No,  Sir  ;  I  deny  that.  He 
also  stated  that  the  land-  and  income-tax  had 
not  been  altered.  I  am  afraid  his  knowledge 
of  the  statute-law  of  New  Zealand  is  very 
limited.  He  forgot  that  it  was  altered  in  1898, 
snd  Uiat  the  graduations  were  then  very  much 
increased.  He  referred  to  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout)  that  the  population  by  means  of 
immigration  and  emigration  had  decreased 
for  the  June  quarter.  Now,  he  is,  I  think,  adopt- 
ing the  methods  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man his  leader,  and,  instead  of  quoting  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
Qraoted,  he  added  on  the  births  and  deaths. 
We  all  know  that  when  births  are  added  there 
is  a  slight  excess  in  the  June  quarter ;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  was 
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right  when  he  said  that  in  the  June  quarter  tho 
emigration  had  exceeded  the  immigration. 
Then,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  think  in 
a  moment  of  forge tfulness,  had  the  audacity 
to  refer  to  foreign  syndicates  in  the  olden  days. 
Good  gracious !  does  he  forget  that  this  Qo- 
vernment  has  lent  itself  hand  and  soul  to 
foreign  syndicates?  Does  the  honourable 
member  not  know  that  the  members  of  th» 
very  Ministry  he  is  supporting  are  so  bound 
hand  and  foot  to  foreign  syndicates  that  th» 
effect  is  to  influence  legislation  in  this  House  ? 
We  know  perfectly  well  what  the  result  of 
syndicates  is — the  tying- up  of  Ministers  in  con- 
nection with  them.  We  know  how  detrimental 
that  has  been  to  the  interests  of  the  colony 
and  the  legislation  that  has  been  passed 
through  this  House.  Now,  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  very  much  more  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  speech  I  need  refer  to  ;  and  I 
will  go  on  to  make  a  few  remarks  about  the 
Statement  itself.  I  am  very  sorry  the  Premier 
has  lost  what  some  people  supposed  he  did 
possess — that  is,  any  element  of  originality 
at  all.  I  went  through  it  in  search  of  any- 
thing original,  but  I  failed  to  find  it.  I 
divide  it  readily  into  three  parts.  There 
is  the  same  old  story  as  regards  finance. 
There  is  really  no  alteration  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  policy  as  regards  finance — that  is». 
to  increase  the  public  debt.  He  has  been  in- 
creasing it  regularly.  He  intends  to  go  on 
borrowing.  He  provides  us  with  a  new  loan 
Bill  this  year.  Last  year  we  had  a  loan  Bill 
also.  As  I  have  said,  we  are  to  have  another 
this  year,  and  I  presume  that  policy  is  to  b» 
followed  in  the  future ;  and  we  are  to  have 
loans  brought  down  year  after  year,  thus  in- 
creasing the  public  debt  and  increasing  the 
taxation.  The  self-reliant  policy  of  his  late 
chief  has  been  abandoned,  and  we  are  now 
launched  on  a  scheme  of  perpetual  borrowing. 
There  is  another  part  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment which  really  ought  to  have  been  a  speech 
delivered  by  the  Premier.  I  have  no  douot  he 
did  contemplate  delivering  it.  A  large  portion 
of  the  Statement  really  consists  of  that  pro- 
spective speech  with  which  he  intended  to- 
influence  the  Dunedin  election.  If  he  could, 
have  got  away  he  would  very  likely  once  more 
have  addressed  an  audience  in  that  large  build- 
ing where  he  spoke  not  very  long  ago ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  result  would  have  been, 
the  same.  Although  he  was  not  able  to 
deliver  the  speech  personally,  he  issued  the 
Statement  on  the  eve  of  the  election,  and  ne 
took  care  that  it  should  be  issued  so  late  that 
nobody  would  be  able  to  reply  to  it.  The 
answer  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  Budget 
will  be  seen  shortly  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  takes  his  seat.  Those  are 
two  parts  of  the  Statement  in  which  I  found 
nothing  original ;  in  the  rest  of  it  I  find  the 
same  want  of  originality.  I  found  that  the 
honourable  member  had  been  obliged  to  go 
back  to  the  Financial  Statements  of  some  years 
ago  in  order  to  furnish  him  with  suggestiona 
for  this  one.  And  so  we  have  a  rehash  of  ther 
past.    The  honourable  member  for  Caversham 
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decried  the  evils  of  the  Stoat- Vogel  Govern- 
ment, but  he  did  not  know,  apparently,  that 
the  very  policy  put  forward  in  this  Statement 
was  enunciated  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  daring  his 
time  of  office  before  the  year  1887.  So  we  find 
in  this  Budget  that  further  assistance  to  beet- 
root sugar  is  to  be  brought  before  us  again,  and 
also  the  policy  of  the  Arafura  Sea.  I  shall 
have  something  to  say  about  that  policy  a  little 
later  on.  We  are  told  in  the  Statement  that 
tlie  increase  in  the  public  debt  has  been 
£1,315.818.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  abandoned 
the  policy  of  his  predecessor  and  launched  this 
country  on  the  sea  of  borrowing.  But  if  we 
are  to  go  on  increasing  our  public  debt  as  we 
have  done  of  late,  I  am  afraid  the  taxpayers 
will  soon  f  3el  the  weight  very  seriously  on  their 
shoulders.  How  is  it  that  our  public  debt  has 
been  increasing?  From  the  year  1887  a  policy 
was  laid  down  of  gradually  reducing  our  pub- 
lic-works expenditure  until  it  was  brought 
-within  our  means.  But  so  soon  as  Mr.  Bal- 
lance  came  into  office  that  policy  was 
abandoned,  and  the  opposite  policy  has  been 
continued  ever  since.  So  we  find  that  the 
public-works  expenditure,  —  I  mean  public 
works  as  charged  in  1890,  for  public  works 
have  now  been  separated  under  various 
Acts,  —  that  expenditure  has  increased  from 
4385,162  in  1890-91  to  £694,929  in  1896-97— 
an  increase  during  the  six  years  of  £359,777. 
I  wish  to  know  if  this  policy  is  to  be  continued 
— if  we  are  to  spend  at  the  rate  of  something 
like  £700,000  a  year  on  public  works.  I  wish 
to  know  how  we  are  to  bear  the  burden. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  was  no  Land  Improve- 
ment Account  at  that  time,  and  no  Land  for 
Settlement. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  perfectly  well  that,  although  there  was 
no  Land  Improvement  Account,  Native-land 
acquisition,  and  roads  and  bridges  were  charged 
to  the  Public  Works  Account.  The  amounts 
now  charged  under  the  various  Acts,  and  which 
I  have  quoted,  are  exactly  the  amounts  charged 
nnder  the  ordinary  public-works  expenditure 
in  1890-91.  It  is  apparent  to  as  that  the 
CHtimates  of  expenditure  on  public  works  are 
always  very  largely  overestimated.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  in  1896  there  was  reason 
for  that  overestimation :  a  general  election 
was  coming  on,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
the  members  representing  the  various  districts 
should  be  sweetened  by  a  delicious  overflow  of 
promised  public-works  expenditure.  But  we 
Icnow  perfectly  well  now  from  the  results  of  the 
public  accounts  that  a  great  many  of  those  mem- 
bei's  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  I  find  that 
the  public  works  appropriation  for  1896-97 — 
«nding  on  the  8 1st  of  March  last — amounted  to 
no  less  than  £1,145,716 ;  but  how  much  of 
that  appropriated  money  was  reaJly  expended  ? 
A  little  more  than  half  of  it  was  expended — 
£694,929 —leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of 
£450,787.  I  wish  to  know  whether  honourable 
members  feel  satisfied  in  coming  here  to  do 
the  work  of  the  country  and  being  asked  to 
■agree  to  large  appropriations  with  the  know- 
Mr,  J.  Allen 


ledge  that  those  appropriations  are  not  in- 
tended to  be  expended.  I  do  not  belicTe  it  is 
sound  finance  to  ask  us  to  appropriate  a  very 
much  larger  sum  of  money  than  it  is  intended 
to  expend.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  right  to  try 
and  influence  the  country  by  promises  of  ex- 
penditure which  are  not  to  be  fulfllled.  I  have 
not  included  in  this  expenditure  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Account.  Then,  as  to  the  second 
part  of  the  Statement  —  that  is,  the  part 
which  I  refer  to  as  the  public  speech  of 
the  Premier  that  was  not  delivered — I  say  it 
was  done  in  order  to  influence  the  Danedin 
election.  For  instance,  take  the  table  on  page 
10 :  that  is  not  an  ordinary  table  prepared  by 
the  department,  but  is  a  table  concocted  by 
the  Premier,  perhaps  with  the  assistance  of 
the  department.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  last  evening  pointed  out  how 
inaccurate  it  was  in  many  of  its  details.  I  am 
not  going  over  the  same  ground  as  he  did.  But 
I  would  like  to  aek  the  Premier,  What  is  the 
meaning  of  putting  down  under  **  non-productive 
works  "  the  expenditure  on  goldfields  and  coal- 
mines ?  I  understand  that  the  Premier  has 
more  than  once  told  the  House  and  country 
that  the  Kumara  Sludge-channel,  for  instance, 
is  a  reproductive  work ;  and  he  has  often  re- 
ferred to  the  large  percentage  which  it  hae 
paid  on  the  capital  expended.  Similar  state- 
ments have  been  meAe  with  respect  to  other 
Items  of  expenditure  on  goldfields;  ajid  he  him- 
self has  argued  that  this,  at  any  rate,  was  for  re- 
productive works;  but  now  he  puts  it  in  the 
table  as  non-productive  expenditure.  Then,  as 
to  the  loans  to  local  bodies  :  that  is  put  down 
as  reproductive  expenditure  during  the  time 
the  present  Government  has  been  in  office.  I 
would  like  to  bring  this  to  the  recollection  of 
honourable  members:  that  the  policy  with 
regard  to  local  bodies'  loans  has  been  entirely 

.  Q      altered  during  the  last  few  years.    Sir, 

'     it  was  intended  by  the  Act  that  the 

sinking  funds  payable  according  to  law  should 

be  put  by  and  saved  for  the  purpose  of  paying 

ofi  those  loans  when  they  became  due. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — Your  party  never  did  so. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — Nevermind  what  our  party 
did  ;  two  wrongs  do  not  make  a  right.  It  was 
intended,  I  say,  that  these  sinking  funds  should 
be  set  aside  to  repay  these  loans  when  they  be- 
came due.  I  understood  the  Premier  to  say 
last  year,  just  before  he  was  going  away,  that 
he  was  going  to  alter  the  policy  which  his  pre- 
decessor in  office,  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer, 
had  adopted  of  seizing  these  sinking  funds  to 
aid  the  ordinary  revenue.  While  that  is  in 
existence,  while  this  policy  of  seizing  the  sink- 
ing funds  is  in  existence,  it  cannot  be  said  for 
one  moment  that  loans  to  local  bodies  are  re- 
productive. It  is  quite  true  that  for  a  certain 
number  of  years  we  are  receiving  interest  upon 
them  ;  but,  so  long  as  we  are  not  providing  for 
the  repayment  of  them  when  they  become 
due,  these  loans  are  not  in  any  real  sense 
reproductive  loans,  because  at  the  end  of 
the  time  at  which  the  local  bodies  are 
compelled  to  pay  interest  these  loans  become 
a  portion  of  the  public  debt  of  the  colony, 
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-withoat  any  interest  ooming  from  the  local 
bodies  to  meet  them  at  all.  The  interest  will 
then  have  to  be  found  by  the  general  taxpayer  ; 
and  I  think  it  is  entirely  wrong  that  these 
loans,  under  existinff  circamstances  at  any 
cafee,  should  be  placed  under  the  category  of 
'' reproduGtive."  There  is  another  portion  of 
this  Speech  which  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
Insertecl  with  a  particular  object — I  refer  to 
the  old-age  pensions.  Why  was  that  put  in  ? 
Is  there  any  policy  set  forward  in  the  State- 
ment with  regard  to  old-age  pensions  ?  Abso- 
lutely none.  I  believe  the  Premier  has  no 
action  of  what  he  is  going  to  do  with  regard 
to  old-age  pensions  yet.  I  know,  a  few  years 
ago  his  idea  was  that  old-age  pensions  should 
be  provided  through  the  friendly  societies, 
and  so  he  spoke  in  Ghristchuroh.  I  know 
that  last  year  his  Bill  provided  nothing — 
no  policy  whatever  with  regard  to  old-age 
pensions;  and  in  the  Statement  for  this 
year  we  have  no  policy  either.  But  it  was 
necessary  that  a  certain  number  of  old  people 
who  had  heen  deceived  by  the  Bill  of  last  year 
should  be  kept  sweet.  As  to  the  Bill  of  last 
year — the  Registration  of  People's  Claims  Bill 
—for  what  purpose  was  that  introduced?  I 
believe  it  was  only  introduced  to  mislesid. 
There  was  no  policy  whatever  in  it.  What  was 
done  by  that  Bill  could  have  been  done  ten 
times  better  when  the  census  was  taken ;  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  in 
tamest  in  regard  to  his  old-age  pension  scheme 
he  could  have  provided  when  the  census  was 
being  taken  for  the  registration  of  the  claims  of 
these  old  people ;  and  it  could  then  have  been 
-easily  determined  whether  they  had  any  pos- 
sible claim.  But  he  left  it  to  the  eve  of  a  general 
election  to  pass  a  Bill  for  the  registration  df 
these  claims ;  and  I  know,  from  personal  ex- 
perience of  my  own,  that  old  persons  have  been 
led  to  believe  that,  having  once  made  their 
•claims  and  proved  them  under  that  Bill,  they 
will  be  entitled  to  receive  their  lOs.  a  week. 
Tbey  have  been  in  that  sense  deceived,  and  I 
say  thait  again  they  are  being  deceived  by  this 
statement  in  the  Budget.  If  there  had  been 
any  policy  declared  with  regard  to  old-age 
pensions  I  would  withdraw  that,  but  there  is 
absolutely  none.  The  idea  that  provision  is  to 
be  made  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  year  is  not  provision  for  any  stable 
and  standing  old-age  pensions  scheme;  and 
until  that  comes  down  I  shall  not  believe  that 
the  Premier  is  really  in  earnest.  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  this  has  been  put  forward  in 
the  Statement  partly  with  the  idea  of  keeping 
these  old  people  sweet,  and  partly  with  the  idea 
.of  learning  from  the  criticisms  passed  on  the 
.Statement  some  scheme  that  would  be  satis- 
factory. I  may  say,  with  regard  to  the  old-age 
pensions,  if  any  scheme  could  be  devised  that 
would  be  satisfaotorv 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Give  us  a  scheme. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— I  will  not  give  a  scheme.    It 

is  the  honourable  gentleman's  duty  to  give  a 

scheme,  and  when  he  gives  a  scheme  I  shall  be 

prepared  to  criticize  it,  and  until  he  does  so  it 

,  is  not  for  us  to  provide  him  with  a  scheme. 


Coming  again  to  this  Budget,  I  find  the  Premier 
claims  a  surplus ;  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham,  speaking  just  now,  criticized 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  said  the  other  evening  with 
regard  to  the  method  in  which  this  surplus  is 
made  up.  He  said  it  was  perfectly  justifiable 
to  carry  forward  the  balance  of  the  previous 
year,  and  any  trading  company  would  do  the 
same.  As  I  understand  trading  companies' 
accoants,  they  never  do  carry  forward  in  the 
way  it  is  done  here  the  balance  of  the  previous 
year.  What  they  do  is  to  keep  a  profit  and 
loss  account,  and  to  transfer  to  the  profit 
and  loss  account  the  profit  and  loss  for 
any  one  year.  I  would  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  to  answer  me  this: 
Supposing  a  large  deficit  had  been  made  for  the 
previous  year,  and  supposing  that  deficit  had 
oeen  carried  forward  and  had  converted  the 
surplus  on  the  accounts  for  a  year  into  a 
deficit — which  it  might  easily  do — would  it  be 
fair  or  just  to  the  taxpayer  to  consider  that 
in  connection  with  the  results  of  the  year's 
accounts  and  increase  >  the  rate  of  taxation, 
although  the  year's  operations  had  yielded  a 
considerable  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  see  that  this 
would  not  be  fair ;  and  it  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  to  carry  forward  the  surplus  is  not  a 
proper  way  to  consider  the  year's  accounts. 
Considering  the  year's  accoants,  the  Premier 
claims  a  surplus  on  the  year  of  £138,000.  I 
would  like  the  House  to  consider  for  a  moment 
how  this  surplus  has  been  arrived  at. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Do  you  say  there  has  been 
no  surplus  ? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — I  do  not  say  there  has  been 
no  surplus.  I  was  asking  the  House  to  con- 
sider how  it  has  been  made  up.  I  think  we 
shall  find,  on  reference  to  these  accounts,  that 
one  method  of  making  it  up  has  been  to  utilise 
debentures  in  aid  of  sinking  funds.  The  sum 
of  £70,300  has  been  again  added  to  the  revenue 
by  debentures  raised  in  aid  of  sinking  funds, 
and  of  that  £70,000  some  £23,000  of  it— again 
that  wretched  policy — has  been  got  by  raising 
debentures  against  local  bodies'  loans  sinking 
funds.  That  policy  has  been  before  this  House 
and  has  been  questioned  —  questioned  so 
closely  that  the  Premier,  even  with  his  great 
majority,  had  to  face  a  division  in  which  the 
numbers  were  equal  in  the  year  1896;  and. 
Sir,  when  asked  to  face  the  question  again 
upon  another  division  he  weis  afraid  to  do  it. 
And  now  we  have  his  promise  only  that 
this  policy  shall  be  reversed.  I  was  hoping 
that  we  would  have  had  the  promised  Bill 
down  already,  and  with  the  large  surplus  that 
he  claims  for  this  year  the  Premier  should 
not  have  hesitated  for  a  moment  to  have 
done  away  with  that  vicious  system,  which, 
if  continued,  will  only  add  considerably  to  the 
debt  of  the  colony.  Then,  I  find  this  surplus 
is  made  up,  again,  by  adding  our  capital  to 
our  revenue.  What  have  been  the  receipts 
from  the  cash  sales  of  land  ?  During  the  last 
year  we  have  had  no  less  than  £67,000  added 
to  the  revenue  from  the  sales  of  land  for  cash. 
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The  Hon.  Minister  has  time  after  time  pro- 
tested that  we  were  not  placing  him  in  a  right 
position  in  regard  to  seizing  this  amount  of 
cash  derived  from  the  sales  of  land  and  adding 
it  to  the  revenue.    We  are  absolutely  correct. 
We  know  that  the  whole  of   this  amount  is 
derived   from  fresh  sales  of  land  during  the 
year.       We   are    perfectly    well    aware    that 
£20,000    of    it    is    for    sales    of    land,  and 
that    amount    has    been    pretty    regular    for 
some   years ;    and    we  also  know   that  some 
£50,000  is  from  perpetual  leases  which  have 
been  converted  into  freehold.    But  it  does  not 
matter  whether  the  perpetual  leases  are  made 
freehold  or  not,  or  whether  they  are  cash  sales  ; 
for  the  result  is  the  same.    The  land  is  parted 
-with,  and  the  capital  in  the  shape  of  land  is 
gone,  and  instead  of  having  put  by  that  actual 
amount  it  is  added  to  the  revenue  and  has 
gone  ;  so  that  we  are  dissipating  our  capital  in 
the  shape  of  land  and  not  placing  it  to  the 
capital  account  at  all,  but  aiding  our  revenue 
in  this  way.   I  say  that,  as  a  matter  of  account, 
it  is  an  extremely  bad  method  of  carrying  on 
our  finance,  and  the  time  must  come  when  all 
perpetual  leases  are  made  freehold :  the  time 
must  come  when  the  cash  sales  of  land  will  be 
largely  diminished,  and    how  then    will    the 
revenue  be  made  up  which  is  just  now  aided 
by  the  receipts    from    our  capital    account? 
Sir,  it  would    be    interesting,   I    think,  that 
honourable  members    should  know  that  the 
cash  sales  of  land,  instead  of  decreasing,  have 
increased  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years. 
In   1892  the  cash  sales  for  land    were  only 
£50,000 ;  this  year  they  were  £67,000  ;  so  year 
by  year  we  have  gone  on  adding  to  our  revenue 
from  capital  account  bv  increasing  quotas  every 
year.     The  policy  is  a  bad  one,  Sir,  and  it  can- 
not be  followed ;  the  reckoning-day  must  in- 
evitably come.    Now,  I  leave  the  question  of 
cash  sales  for  land  in  order  to  point  out  another 
means  by  which  the  surplis  has  been  produced : 
I  refer  to  the  increase  of  taxation.    I  am  not 
going  as  far  back  as  the  land-  and  income-tax ; 
I  will  go  no  further  back  than  the  alteration  of 
the  Customs  duties  in  1895.    It  has  been  stated 
over  and  over  again  that  the  increase  in  the 
Customs  revenue  was  very  small,  and  I  admit 
it  is  a  difficult  thing  for  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  to  prove  what  the  actual  increase 
has  been.     And  what  is  the  reason  ?    Ministers 
will  not  face  the  question,  and  will  not  give 
returns  asked  for  to  show  what  the  increase 
really  has  been.    If  they  will  not  give  what  we 
ask  they  must  submit  to  the  deductions  we  can 
gather  from  the  statistics  and  the  blue-books. 
I  say,  Sir,  that  the  increase  in  the  Customs 
duties  alone  from  1894-95  to  1896-97  has  been 
£249,188,  and  I  would  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  consider  this  question :  What  was  the 
reason  of  the  alteration  of  the  tariff  ?    Did  any 
Treasurer  ever  come  and  ask  us  to  alter  the 
tariff  simply  for  the  purpose  of  removing  anoma- 
lies?   It  is  not  reasonahle  to  suppose  that  any 
man  holding  the  purse  of  the  colony  would  ask 
us  to  alter  the  tariff  unless  he  had  one  object, 
and  one  object  only,  in  view,  and  that  was  to 
increase  the  revenue ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Mr.  J.  Allen 


revenue  has  been  increased  very  largely  owing 
to  this  alteration  in  the  Customs  duties.  If 
we  want  a  proof  of  that,  I  think  two  can  be 
very  easily  given.  In  the  first  place,  the 
increase  of  taxation  per  head  of  Customa 
duties  has  been  as  follows :  In  1894  the  CustoniB 
duties  per  head,  including  the  Maoris,  waa 
£2  8s.  7d. ;  in  1895,  £2  4s.  2d. ;  and  in  1896^ 
£2  78.  Sd.  The  Premier  may  claim— and  no 
doubt  it  will  be  his  excuse  for  this  increase  per 
head  of  taxation  from  the  Customs  duties — 
that  it  is  due  to  the  increased  spen ding-power 
of  the  people ;  but.  Sir,  I  do  not  find  any 
evidence  of  that  in  the  rest  of  the  public 
accounts  of  the  colony,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
shown  tolerably  clearly  that  the  increase  is 
very  largely  due  to  the  alteration  of  the 
Customs  duties.  Let  us  see  whether  that  ia 
so  or  not.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
speaking  the  other  night,  gave  us  some 
of  the  results  of  the  Customs  duties,  but- 
I  noticed  that  he  judiciously  left  out  those 
that  would  have  told  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  therefore  propose  to  put  on 
record  those  that,  to  my  mind,  disclose 
what  the  alteration  in  the  tariff  haa 
achieved.  Boots  and  shoes  are  a  necessity 
of  the  people,  and,  though  we  on  this  side 
fought  against  the  increase  in  the  taxation 
by  Customs  duties  on  boots  and  shoes,  we  were 
unfortunately  defeated.  The  Customs  dutiea 
were  increased  on  boots  and  shoes  from  20  per 
cent,  to  22}  per  cent.,  and  the  result  on  the 
importation  has  been  to  reduce  it.  And  what 
heis  been  the  result  on  the  revenue  ?  I  will 
not  quote  the  difference  between  the  revenue 
in  separate  years,  but  the  actual  increase 
from  1894  to  1896  owing  to  the  2J-per-cent. 
increased  duties.  This  increase  on  boots  and 
shoes  amounts  to  close  on  £8,000.  That  is 
one  item.  Then,  carpet  and  druggeting  are 
not  manufactured  in  the  colony,  and  they 
may  not  be  absolute  necessities  of  the  people^ 
but  they  are  conveniences  of  the  people.  And 
on  these  conveniences  of  the  people  the  duty 
was  increased  from  15  per  cent,  to  20  per 
cent.,  and  the  increase  in  the  Customs  in 
consequence  was  £1,882.  Then,  we  come  to 
cotton  piece-goods.  Are  not  these  neoessitiea 
of  the  people  too?  These  cotton  piece-goods 
were  increased,  some  of  them  from  nothing  to 
10  per  cent.,  and  some  from  10  per  cent,  to 
20  per  cent.,  and  the  result  of  the  increase^ 
which  was  on  goods  essentially  necessary  to 
the  poorer  people,  has  been  £10,842. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  omitting  what  we 
put  in  the  free-list  of  cotton  goods. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — Some  were  on  the  free-list 
before,  but  now  they  are  on  the  taxable  list. 
Then,  hats  and  caps,  which  are  also  neces- 
saries of  the  people:  The  duty  was  raised 
from  20  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent.,  with  the 
result  that  there  has  been  £2,857  more  wrung 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  who  use  these 
hats  and  caps,  which  was  not  the  case  under 
the  previous  tariff.  So  one  might  go  on 
quoting  any  number  of  instances,  but  I 
only  take  these  few  in  order  to  show 
what   really  has    been    the   result  on  items 
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whioh  are  neoessitiee  of  the  people,  and  of 
the  poorer  people  especially ;  I  quote  these 
as  instances  to  show  what  has  been  the  result 
of  the  tariff  in  the  way  of  increasing  taxation. 
One  might  go  on  to  the  question  of  fruit. 
Everybody  knows  that  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fruit  under  the  old  tariff  was  free.  Under 
the  new  it  was  taxed  ^d.,  and  some  at  ^d.  was 
raised  to  Id.,  and  the  result  of  this  has  been  to 
reduce  the  imports  of  fresh  fruits  taxable  by  a 
large  amount.  No  less  than  2,000,0001b.  of 
taxable  fruit  was  introduced  into  the  colony 
last  year  less  than  in  1894.  But  when  we 
come  to  the  question  of  fruit  left  untaxed  we 
find  a  considerable  increase  in  the  Importation. 
I  cannot  make  out — and  I  suppose  no  one 
can — what  has  been  the  increased  taxation 
owing  to  the  alteration  of  the  tariff  on. 
fruit,  but  it  must  have  been  a  considerable 
amount.  Then,  I  come  to  the  question  of 
linen  piece  -  goods.  Many  of  these  were 
free  in  1894,  but  they  were  charged  20  per 
cent,  under  the  new  tariff,  and  that  increase 
brought  in  about  £3,000.  On  patent  medicine 
the  tariff  was  raised  from  25  per  cent.,  and  the 
amount  realised  in  excess  was  £4,285.  Last, 
but  not  least,  there  is  agricultural  machinery, 
■and  I  think  I  know  what  our  farmer  friends 
will  think  of  a  5-per-cent.  duty  on  machinery 
that  was  previously  imported  free.  There  are 
five  items  of  machinery  I  may  mention  which 
under  the  old  tariff  were  free,  but  on  whioh 
under  the  alteration  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  has 
been  placed— agricultural,  electrical,  farming, 
mining,  and  refrigerating.  On  those  five  items 
alone  there  is  an  increase  of  close  on  £5,000. 
I  have  quoted  these  as  instances  only  of  the 
Alteration  of  the  Customs  duties  and  the  result 
on  bhe  taxation,  and  I  have  no  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  that  the  alterations  in  the  tariff  had 
the  effect  very  largely  of  increasing  the  reve- 
nue, and  have  therefore  had  the  effect,  along 
with  the  two  other  items  I  have  mentioned, 
of  creating  the  surplus  which  the  Premier 
shows  this  year.  Then,  I  come  to  the  question 
of  expenditure  during  the  year  1896-97,  and  I 
find  that  the  increase  in  expenditure  on  in- 
terest and  sinking  funds  was  £25,694,  or  an 
increase  in  interest  alone  of  £24,895.  But  this 
does  not  show  our  actual  interest- payments, 
and  I  wish  to  ask  the  Treasurer  a  question  on 
this  particular  point.  I  want  to  know  how  it 
is  that  in  the  public  accounts  of  the  colony  no 
notice  is  taken  of  the  interest  on  the  million- 
and-a-half  loan.  If  honourable  members  will 
turn  up  the  public  accounts  of  the  colony  they 
will  find  that  no  charge  for  interest  is  placed 
there  on  the  million-and-a-half  loan.  The  Pre- 
mier may  say  it  is  kept  in  a  separate  account, 
bat  I  say  that  it  is  a  colonial  debt.  It  is 
borrowed  by  the  colony,  and  should  appear,  as 
everything  else  appears — even  the  Cheviot  Estate 
debentures — in  the  public  accounts  of  the  co- 
lony, and  the  interest  should  be  shown.  But  the 
reason  it  is  not  shown  is  very  apparent.  The 
Premier  wishes  to  put  before  the  public  as  a  fact 
that  his  interest-charges  are  not  mounting  up 
Tery  heavily  ea.ch  year,  and  in  order  to  do 
4;hat  he  has  omitted  altogether  from  the  public 


aoooontsof  the  colony  the  interest  on  this  loan. 
I  do  not  think  that  that  is  the  right  way  of 
showing  our  accounts.  I  admit  if  the  depart- 
ment were  paying  there  would  be  a  contra 
on  the  other  side,  but  the  contra  should  be 
shown,  and  the  interest  should  be  shown.  With 
regard  to  the  Cheviot  debentures,  the  interest 
is  shown  but  the  contra  is  deducted  from  it. 
There  is  an  absurd  statement  in  this  Budget 
that  the  surplus  would  have  been  greater  had 
it  not  been  for  the  paying  of  three  half-years' 
interest  on  the  million-and-a-half  loan.  The 
argument  that  applies  to  the  payment  of  the 
three  half-years'  interest  in  this  year  should 
apply  equally  to  the  payment  of  the  first  half- 
year  in  the  year  previous,  and  the  fact  is  that 
the  payment  of  the  half-year's  interest  was 
omitted  in  the  year  previous  in  order  to 
make  the  accounts  of  the  previous  year  show 
better.  If  tbe  interest  had  been  paid  the 
previous  half-year  it  would  have  had  to  be 
taken  from  the  balance'  brought  forward,  and 
the  results  would  be  exactly  the  same  as  they 
are  now.  I  would  like  to  have  said  something 
about  the  valuation  of  the  Land  Department, 
but  I  feel  that  my  time  is  going,  and  I  shall 
have  to  pass  it  by.  Sir,  I  find  some  references 
made  to  the  million  loan,  and  the  references 
are  to  me  curious.  A  portion  of  this  million 
loan,  some  £750,000,  has  been  already  raised, 
and  I  find.  Sir,  although  we  added  to  the 
Goldfields  Account  a  sum  of  £150,000  last  year, 
that  only  £43,000  of  that  has  been  expended. 
I  do  not  know  why  it  is  that  we  are  required 
to  appropriate  moneys  that  we  do  not  intend 
to  expend,  but  it  seems  to  be  very  wrong  that 
so  large  an  amount  as  £100,000  should  not  have 
been  expended.  I  am  bound  to  say  the  House 
was  wrong,  although  the  members  on  this  side 
tried  to  do  it,  in  not  ear-marking  that  loan ; 
and  members  will  find,  and  especially  the 
goldfield  members,  the  mistake  they  made,  and 
that  the  money  they  raised  for  the  goldfields 
will  not  be  spent  on  the  goldfields  at  all,  but 
will  pass  into  the  ordinary  Public  Works 
Account,  and  will  be  utilised  for  roads  and 
bridges,  or  for  railways,  or  something  else  not 
connected  with  the  goldfields  at  all.  The  evi- 
dence of  that  is  made  plain  when  it  appears 
that  out  of  £150,000  only  £43,000  has  so  far 
been  expended.  Now,  I  would  like  to  know 
how  this  loan  is  taken  up.  The  first  quarter 
of  the  million  is  taken  up  by  the  Post 
Office  Department — the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank— the  first  issue  of  debentures  to  be  due  in 
1902,  and  the  interest  to  be  at  the  rate  of  3^ 
per  cent.  There  was  a  second  issue  of  £500,000 
with  an  alternative  currency  of  ten  or  twenty- 
five  years.  If  it  is  a  fact  that  this  loan  has 
been  lent  for  a  term  of  twenty-five  years  at  3J 
per  cent.,  I  say  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
not  acted  rightly  to  the  House,  because  we  had 
a  discussion  on  these  long-dated  debentures, 
and  it  was  pointed  out  that  to  borrow  money 
at  3}  per  cent,  for  twenty-five  years  would  in 
the  end  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  colony.  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  a  return  showing  how  this 
money  has  been  taken  up,  because  the  Govern- 
ment departments    are  deeply  involved  with. 
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regard  to  the  Qovernment  seonrities  tbey  have 
taken  up.  And  we  find  that  the  Premier 
BOggestB  that  the  next  quarter  of  the  million, 
or,  at  any  rate,  so  much  of  it  as  the  Post  Office 
can  take  up,  should  be  taken  up  by  this  Post 
Office  Department. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— The  Premier  says,  "  Hear, 
hear."  I  would  like  honourable  members 
to  look  for  a  moment  at  the  position  of  the 
Post-Office  Savings-Bank  Account.  We  find 
the  policy  has  been  adopted  of  investing  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Post  Office  funds  in  Govern- 
ment securities,  and  the  effect  upon  the  de- 
positors has  been  this :  that  the  Premier  has 
had  to  announce  within  the  past  few  weeks  a 
reduction  of  interest  to  depositors  to  8  and  2J 

SIT  cent.    I  look  upon  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
ank  as  a  means  of  encouraging  the  thrift  of 
the  people,  but,  unfortunately,  the  thrift  of  the 

f)eople  is  to  be  discouraged  by  offering  them 
ower  rates  of  interest  than  they  can  get  any- 
where else  in  the  colony.  Now,  what  is  the 
position  of  this  Post-Offioe  Savings-Bauk  Ac- 
count? On  the  Slst  March,  1897.  out  of 
£4,086,682  belonging  to  the  Post-Office  Sav- 
ings-Bank  there  was  £3,507,282  invested  in 
New  Zealand  Government  securities,  and  a 
remnant  of  £579,400  in  the  securities  of 
New  Zealand  local  bodies.  The  whole  of 
the  Post-Office  Savings- Bank  money  is  locked 
np  in  Government  securities  or  in  the  secu- 
rities of  the  local  bodies.  I  should  like  to 
ask,  in  case  a  time  of  distress  —  I  hope  it 
may  never  come,  as  I  am  sure  we  all  do  — 
in  case  of  a  time  of  great  pressure  coming 
upon  us,  what  would  be  the  result  to  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank.  The  Premier  laughs,  but 
the  time  may  come  when  we  may  be  in  a  tight 
place,  and,  I  say,  what  would  be  the  result 
with  regard  to  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank  if 
New  Zealand  securities  came  down  in  the 
market  ?  How  are  we  to  realise  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  the  depositors  ?  I  think 
it  would  be  a  wise  policy  if  we  were  to  say  that 
a  portion  of  our  funds  should  be  invested  in 
the  securities  of  some  other  countries — in  the 
securities  of  Oanada,  for  instance,  or  some  other 
country.  Then,  Sir,  when  the  time  of  pressure 
did  come  in  New  Zealand  it  would  be  more 

gossible  to  realise  a  portion  of  our  Post-Office 
avings-Bank  securities,  and  so  keep  the  Post- 
Office  Savings-Bank  stable  and  in  a  good  posi- 
tion. The  result  of  the  policy  of  raising  this 
loan  locally  has  been  to  take  our  local  funds 
in  the  colony  which  would  have  been  otherwise 
invested  in  local  industries  and  tie  them  up  in 
Government  securities.  That  was  foretold  last 
year,  and  the  Premier  was  begged  to  do  that 
which  was  the  right  thing  to  do  :  take  the  loan 
to  the  English  market  and  raise  it  at  3  per 
cent.,  or,  as  he  said,  at  2^  per  cent.,  instead 
of  paying  3^  per  cent.  here.  Sir,  our  3-per- 
cents  were  standing  at  par  when  the  loan  was 
floated,  and  I  do  think  it  would  have  been  far 
safer  for  us  to  have  gone  to  London  and  have 
raised  this  million  loan  there  at  3  per  cent,  at 
par  than  to  have  raised  it  a  very  little  above 
par  at  3J  per  cent,  here,  taking  away  the  very 
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moneys  which  should  be  directly  invested  in 
New  Zealand  industries.  Sir,  I  leave  thai 
alone,  because  I  have  a  little  further  to  say 
with  regard  to  some  other  portion  of  the  State- 
ment. I  find,  again,  the  Public  Works  Fund  is 
assisted  to  the  extent  of  £12,986  by  released 
sinking  funds.  Then  we  have,  on  page  9,  a. 
proposed  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  Go- 
▼emment  Loans  to  Liocal  Bodies  Act  so  as  to 
make  the  locms  to  these  bodies  larger.  I  have 
no  objection,  and  I  do  not  suppose  members  of 
the  House  have  any  objection,  to  this  increased 
amount  that  may  be  lent  to  the  local  bodies 
under  the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act,  providing  one  thing :  that  the  Premier  does 
follow  out  what  he  has  told  us  he  will  do — pro- 
viding he  restores  the  local  bodies'  sinking  funds. 
But  if  these  sinking  funds  are  not  to  be  re- 
stored, then  extending  the  amount  of  loans  to 
the  local  bodies  is  a  ruinous  policy  indeed. 
What  is  the  result  now  ?  That  the  fact  of  the 
Government  aiding  their  revenue  by  seizing 
these  funds  is  a  direct  inducement  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  lend  as  much  money  to  tiie 
local  bodies  as  possible,  because  the  more  they 
lend  the  more  will  they  have  to  aid  their  reve- 
nue by  seizing  these  sinking  funds.  The  Govern- 
.  QQ^  ment  has  now  seized  these  local 
'  bodies'  sinking  funds  to  the  extent  of 
£108,210,  and  if  the  policy  is  not  reversed  the 
whole  of  the  local  bodies'  debts  will  be  added  to- 
the  debt  of  the  colony.  I  was  hoping  to  have 
time  to  refer  to  the  advances  to  settlers,  but  I 
have  not  time  except  to  remark  that  I  believe 
the  paragraph  in  the  Statement  that  ihe 
average  amount  granted  is  under  £300  is 
an  obvious  mistake,  because  we  find  that 
the  amounts  granted  over  £300  amount  ta 
£728,342,  and  the  amounts  under  £300  to  only 
£384,433.  Then,  I  wish  to  say  this  with 
regard  to  land-settlement :  The  Statement 
tells  us  there  has  been  a  falling-ofi  in  the 
number  of  selectors,  and  in  the  area  of  land 
selected.  I  should  like  to  know  how  it  is  there 
has  been  this  falling-off,  considering  the  facili- 
ties that  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the- 
Minister  of  Lands.  The  Minister  of  Lands, 
within  the  last  four  years,  has  had  a  Native 
Lands  Purchase  Act,  a  Lands  Settlement  Act» 
and  we  have  given  the  Minister  over  a  million 
pounds  to  spend  in  the  purchase  of  lands.  We 
have  also  given  him  votes  for  roads  and  bridges 
amounting  to  no  less  than  £791,000,  or  a  total 
of  £1,811,055  of  practically  borrowed  money. 
Add  to  this  the  costs  of  his  departments  for 
four  years — £643,658 — and  we  have  the  amount 
of  £2,454,713  in  four  years  given  to  the  Minister 
of  Lands  for  the  purposes  of  land-settlement 
and  encouragement  of  agriculture.  Sir,  how  is 
it,  in  the  face  of  these  facilities,  such  as  no  man 
has  ever  had  before  for  land-settlement,  that 
there  has  been  a  falling-off  in  land-settlement? 
I  say  that  any  one  here  without  experience 
at  all  could  have  made  land -settlement  a 
greater  success  than  the  Minister  of  Lauds 
has  done.  The  evidence  of  that  is  quite 
plain  from  the  facts  we  have  had  placed  before 
us.  Then,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  with 
regard  to  the  railways.     We  are  told  chat  there 
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an  increased  ^returns  from  the  railways.  No 
doubt  that  is  correct ;  but  those  increased  re- 
turns are  likely  to  mislead  us,  and  I  think  some 
have  been  misled  by  them.  Sir,  we  have  to 
oonaider  that  these  returns,  so  far  as  revenue  is 
coDcemed,  have  been  aided  by  payments  from 
other  departments  not  previouBly  charged,  and 
that  the  railways  have  been  starved ;  further, 
in  coder  to  make  the  returns  what  they  are,  the 
railways  have  been  running  dangerously  close 
to  a  breakdown.  I  am  certain  that  the  rolling- 
Btoek  has  been  kept  so  low  that  even  some 
slight  accident  would  have  disarranged  the 
whole  traffic  on  the  Hurunui-Bluff  line.  We 
have  constructed  engines  at  a  cost  of  50  per 
cent,  more  than  we  could  have  imported  them 
for,  and  we  have  expended  borrowed  money 
on  permanent- way,  sleepers,  and  rolling- 
stock  amounting  in  the  last  three  years  to 
£96,167,  and  on  additions  to  open  lines,  £131,511. 
Thoeetwo  items  alone  amounted  to  £226,678. 
Now,  what  is  the  position  of  the  rolling-stock 
in  spite  of  all  this  borrowed  money  having 
been  spent  in  providing  additional  rolling- 
stock  and  in  making  additions  to  open  lines  ? 
We  find  that  the  carriages  in  1895  were  498,' 
and  in  1897  529,  an  increase  of  thirty-one  only. 
Then,  between  1895  and  1897,  we  find  that 
the  wagons  have  increased  by  only  143,  and 
that  the  locomotives,  instead  of  having  in- 
creased, are  exactly  the  same  as  they  were  in 
1895.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  the  locomotives 
have  not  been  altered — I  know  they  have  had 
new  ones  built;  but  I  maintain  that  the  stock 
of  locomotives  ought  to  have  been  kept  up  to 
what  it  was  before  out  of  revenue.  We  pro- 
vided loan-money  to  increase  the  looomotiven, 
and  yet  the  locomotives  have  not  been  increased, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  we  have  been  so 
dangerously  near  a  breakdown — because  the 
locomotives  have  not  been  increased  in  num- 
ber during  that  period.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  police,  the  Government  now  admit  to  the 
House  that  their  administration  of  the  police 
has  failed.  Has  any  one  ever  heard  of  a  Go- 
vernment being  placed  in  the  position  the 
members  occupying  the  Government  benches 
axe  now  in?  They  have  to  admit  that  they 
most  set  up  a  Royal  Commission  to  inqaire 
into  their  own  administration. 

Mr.    SEDDON.— The   British    Government, 
have  just  set  up  one. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— No,  that  has  nothing  to  do 
with  their  administration.  We  have  the  fact 
that  the  Minister  in  charge  of  this  department 
is  to  be  arraigned  before  a  Royal  Commission. 
I  think  any  Minister  occupying  the  position  of 
head  of  a  department,  before  he  submitted  to 
that,  would  consult  his  own  honour  and  dignity 
by  ceasing  to  retain  a  seat  on  those  benches. 
Sir,  that  Commission  is  set  up  to  try  the 
Minister,  who  is  dragged  at  the  feet .  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City.  And 
I  do  think  it  is  wrong  to  place  the  new  Inspector 
in  the  position  he  is  to  be  placed  in.  I  under- 
stand he  is  to  be  placed  on  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, and  I  am  afraid  be  will  be  put  in  a  very 
awkward  place.  I  think  he  should  not  be  on  a 
Commission   to   make  inquiry  in  connection 


with  matters  which  he  himself  will  afterwards 
have  to  deal  with.  Supposing  he  should  differ 
from  the  other  members  of  the  Commission* 
what  will  be  his  position  when  he  has  after- 
wards to  deal  with  the  same  matters  ?  I  think 
this  question  of  the  administration  of  police 
is  of  very  serious  moment,  and  that  the 
colony  has  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
way  in  which  this  administration  has  been 
carried  on  for  some  years  past.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  the  mail* 
services,  and  the  reference  to  trade  in  the  Ara- 
fura  Sea.  The  Premier  in  one  part  of  the  State^ 
ment**  draws  attention  to  this  matter  of  the 
mail-services  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,, 
and  to  show  the  keen  competition  which 
exists  in  the  other  colonies  tends  to  keep  down 
the  rates  of  freight  and  give  greater  facilitie» 
for  communication."  Then,  on  the  previous- 
page  he  says  this  :  **  Whatever  company  gives 
us  reasonable  inward  and  outward  freights,, 
with  regular  despatch  at  short  intervals,  it 
would  be  to  our  advantage  to  stand  by  them." 
Well,  Sir,  the  two  statements  are  entirely  con- 
trary one  to  the  other.  On  the  one  hand  we  are  to 
stand  by  one  company,  and  on  the  other  we  are 
to  encourage  competition  in  order  that  freights 
may  be  brought  down.  I  say  that,  as  far  aa 
matters  of  policy  are  concerned,  it  is  impossible 
to  determine  whether  the  Minister  intends  to 
encourage  competition  or  to  subsidise  one  par- 
ticular line.  I  think  he  has  probably  been 
coquetting,  as  he  has  been  before,  with  a 
foreign  line,  and  so  we  find  references  to  the 
Messageries  and  Norddeutscher  Lloyd.  Then 
we  come  to  the  question  of  the  Eastern  ser- 
vice. We  have  here  a  repetition  of  the  Ara- 
fura  Sea  policy.  I  thought  we  had  had  thi^ 
question  of  the  Arafura  Sea  policy  discussed 
in  the  year  when  Mr.  Wakefield  was  in  the 
House  at  sufficient  length  for  the  Ministry  not 
to  trouble  us  with  it  again.  I  find,  on  inquiry, 
that  the  places  to  which  the  subsidised  line  of 
steamers  are  to  go — the  Straits  Settlements 
and  Java — are  places  which  cannot  be  of  much 
interest  to  us  commercially.  The  exports  from 
Java  are  mainly  sugar,  coffee,  indigo,  and  so 
on,  four- fifths  of  which  go  to  the  Netherlands ; 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  with  Java,  instead  of  in- 
creasing, has  decreased  during  the  last  four 
or  five  years— both  the  import  and  export  trade 
with  Great  Britain  has  been  dying  away. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — And  going  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— I  am  talking  about  Great 
Britain,  which  is  more  nearly  allied  to  us 
than  foreign  countries,  although  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  I  admit,  has  a  liking  for 
foreign  companies  and  syndicates.  But,  Sir, 
we  find  the  chief  export  from  Java  is  sugar. 
Now,  one  part  of  the  policy  of  this  Statement 
is  to  encourage  the  growth  of  beet-sugar  i'k 
New  Zealand,  and  another  part  of  this  State- 
ment is  to  subsidise  a  line  of  steamers  to 
bring  sugar  from  Java  to  come  into  competi- 
tion with  our  subsidised  sugar.  Sir,  what  is 
the  line  of  policy  with  regard  to  a  subsidised 
line  of  steamers?     We  have  no  policy;  and» 
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in  regard  to  subsidised  sugar,  we  have  a 
directly  oontradictory  one.  Sir,  I  have  no 
time  to  refer  to  the  old-age  pensions  scheme, 
although  I  wished  to  do  so.  Sir,  I  wish  to 
eay  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  the  method 
by  which  Native -land  purchase  is  carried 
on.  The  Maoris  are  now  selling  their 
land  to  the  Grown,  and,  m  I  understand, 
at  a  very  much  lower  rate  than  can  be 
obtained  from  private  individuals.  However, 
that  is  not  a  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer.  W^hat  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  is 
what  has  come  under  my  notice  in  regard  to 
the  payments  for  these  Native  lands  in  some 
districts — I  refer  to  the  Wanganui  district 
especially,  where  the  Natives  come  down 
from  their  dwellings  up  the  river,  and  en- 
camp upon  the  banks  of  that  river  by  the 
township.  They  are  paid  there  by  the  Go- 
vernment official  next  door  to  a  public- 
house,  and  the  bulk  of  the  money  which  they 
receive  for  their  lands  finds  its  way  into  the 
publichouse.  I  understood  the  policy  of  the 
present  Government  was  to  see  that  these 
Natives  were  not  left  landless  in  their  old 
age.  Here  we  have  a  directly  contradictory 
policv :  the  Natives  are  paid  the  money 
for  their  lands  under  such  conditions  that 
they  almost  immediately  dissipate  it  upon 
drink.  I  hold  this  policy  is  a  very  bad  one, 
and  I  hope  the  Minister  will  make  such 
arrangements  that  the  Natives  will  be  pro- 
tected from  these  influences,  and  may  not  be 
in  their  old  age  thrown  upon  this  colony.  I 
see  no  policy  for  the  future  except  the  policy 
of  continual  borrowing.  I  see,  Sir,  an  increase 
of  public-works  expenditure.  I  see  no  assur- 
ance at  all  that  the  local  bodies'  sinking  funds 
will  be  put  right — no  assurance  until  we  bring 
in  and  pass  a  Bill  through  this  House.  I  see 
that  an  additional  amount  of  interest  will 
have  to  be  paid  next  year  of  £59,568  on  our 
debt.  We  can  find,  if  we  look  back,  no  satis- 
faction with  regard  to  the  administration  of 
land  at  all,  considering  the  facilities  which 
have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister 
-for  the  settlement  of  the  lands  of  the  colony. 
I  see  great  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  the 
Police  Force.  I  see  almost  equal  dissatisfac- 
tion in  regard  to  defence  matters.  We  are 
not  sure  that  the  policy  in  regard  to  the 
railways,  although  the  revenue  appears  to  be 
a  little  more  than  in  previous  years,  has  been 
as  satisfactory  as  the  Minister  would  have  us 
Delieve,  because  in  order  to  make  the  rail- 
ways appear  more  satisfactory  he  has  been 
starving  the  railways  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  are  with  difficulty  able  now  to  overtake 
the  traffic.  I  cannot  feel  assured  that  the 
Premier  and  Colonial  Treasurer  has  been  able 
to  devise  any  scheme  for  an  old-age  pension, 
and  certainly  there  is  no  scheme  in  the  Budget. 
In  fact,  it  is  impossible  to  And  in  this  State- 
ment any  line  of  policy  for  the  future,  except 
the  one  the  Government  are  carrying  out  in 
regard  to  our  finances — a  policy  of  continual 
borrowing,  a  policy  of  corruption  of  the  public 
by  promises  of  money  they  profess  they  are 
going  to  expend  but  do  not  spend,  a  policy  of 
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increasing  the    expenditure,    a  policy  of  in- 
creasing our  taxation. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Mr.  Speaker,— Sir,  before  I 
enter  upon  this  debate  this  afternoon  I  shonld 
like  to  refer  to  a  pleasant  incident  which  took 
place  only  a  few  minutes  ago,  and  to  express 
my  gratification  at  finding  an  old  and  a  moofa- 
respected  colonist — and  I  think  I  may  say,  an 
old  familiar  friend  of  my  own — added  to  the 
members  of  this  House.  I  refer  to  the  newly- 
elected  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Sligo. 
I  have  known  him  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  I  knew  him  to  be  respected  generally 
by  the  citizens  of  Dunedin  many  years  ago, 
and  I  believe,  from  what  occurred  recently,  he 
is  thoroughly  respected  to-day.  However  much 
we  may  differ  in  politics,  I  am  satisfied  that 
from  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  he 
will  receive  that  courtesy  to  which  he  is  en- 
titled as  the  representative  of  one  of  the  old- 
est and  largest  centres  in  the  colony.  Now, 
Sir,  let  me  also  say  that  I  am  exceed- 
ingly pleased  at  the  tone  of  the  debate  so 
far  as  it  has  progressed.  I  think,  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the  Opposition  we 
nave  very  little  to  complain  of.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  opened  the  debate  in  hie 
accustomed  dignified  and  manly  way.  He  has 
been  followed  up  successively  by  other  mem- 
bers on  the  same  side  of  the  House,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  give  the  Financial  Statement  unspar- 
ing criticism.  With  that  treatment  I  find  no 
fault,  and  I  am  satisfied,  in  saying  so  much, 
that  I  am  speaking  the  sentiments  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Treasury  benches  and  others  sup- 
porting the  Government.  It  is  only  reasonable 
that  a  Financial  Statement,  no  matter  by  what 
party  it  is  introduced,  should  be  thoroughly 
threshed  out  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  It  is 
advisable  that  its  defects  should  be  pointed  out 
in  the  plainest  language ;  and  the  Opposition 
are  doing  no  more  than  exercising  the  privi- 
lege that  belongs  to  them  in  endeavouring  to 
prove  the  Financial  Statement  is  fallacious, 
unreliable,  and  unworthy  of  the  credit  which 
is  claimed  for  it  at  the  hands  of  our  part^L  It 
is  only  by  a  debate  of  this  character  that 
the  value  of  a  Statement  so  pregnant  with  in- 
formation and  proposals  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  country  can  be  properly  ascer- 
tained. Sir,  let  me  say  to  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr.  Allen) 
that  I  think  he  has  handled  this  Statement 
very  ably.  I  think  he  has  treated  it  by  no 
means  unfairly.  He  has  criticised  the  salient 
features,  and,  while  he  has  endeavoured  to  point 
out  certain  imperfections — what  he  honestly 
believed  to  be  imperfections — in  that  State- 
ment, he  has  also  offered  some  exceedingly 
wise  suggestions  —  suggestions  which  I,  for 
my  part,  would  like  to  see  adopted.  But, 
Sir,  he  began  his  speech  this  afternoon  by 
referring  to  the  non-borrowing  policy  that 
was  introduced  by  the  Liberal  party  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Ballance  Government.  He 
referred  to  the  statement  made  by  the  late 
Mr.  Ballance  in  the  Budget  of  1892,  contending 
that  a  policy  of  self-reliance  was  signified,  and 
a  contract  was  made  with  the  country  that 
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there  should  be  no  further  borrowing.  Well, 
Any  one  who  hiw  read  that  Badge t,  or  who 
pemaes  it  now,  must  oome  to  the  oonolaaion 
that  there  was  no  assurance  whatever  given  fco 
the  coontry  that  a  non-borrowing  policy  was 
going  to  be  adhered  to.  The  fact  is  that  there 
had  been  so  much  borrowing  in  the  immediate 
past  that  the  British  creditor  had  buttoned  up 
bis  pockets,  had  refused  to  honour  the  bills  of 
New  Zealand  any  longer,  and  the  borrowers 
were  driven  out  of  office  because  they  were 
finable  to  carry  out  their  policy.  The  country 
was  being  overtaxed,  and  the  working-classes 
were  being  driven  out  of  the  country.  That, 
Sir,  was  the  reason  why  the  Liberal  party 
<same  into  office.  That  was  the  reason  why 
the  Conservative  party,  who  had  managed,  or, 
rather,  mismanaged,  the  affairs  of  this  country 
for  so  many  years,  were  hurled  from  power,  and 
the  reins  of  government  handed  over  to  a 
new  party.  What  did  Mr.  Ballance  say  ?  His 
statement  was  simply  to  the  effect  that  the  sys- 
tem of  borrowing  for  public  works  would  have 
to  cease  for  a  term,  and  it  was  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  policy  of  self-reliance.  But  he  also 
added  that  it  was  very  doubtful  how  long  that 
policy  could  be  adhered  to.  Those  were  in 
effect  the  words  made  use  of  in  the  Budget  re- 
ferred to.  Well,  we  must  remember  that  the 
colony  occupies  a  very  different  position  at  the 
present  time  to  what  it  did  in  1892.  The  cir- 
oumstanoes  have  entirely  changed.  There  are 
demands  now  made  upon  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
that  were  not  anticipated  at  that  time.  A 
great  many  new  and  progressive  lines  which 
have  proved  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
eolony  have  been  introduced  since  then.  We 
had  no  such  thing  at  that  time  as  a 
cheap-money  scheme  demanding  the  assist- 
ance of  the  State ;  we  had  no  such  thing  then 
as  a  Land  for  Settlements  Act ;  we  had  no  such 
thing  then  as  a  vigorous  policy  of  roads  and 
bridges  and  public  works;  we  had  no  such 
thing  as  the  Midland  Railway.  And  to  whom 
are  we  indebted  for  that?  To  honourable 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
And,  Sir,  since  that  time  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  help  not  merely  the  settlers  to 
acquire  land — often  under  very  difficult  cir- 
cumstances— and  assist  them  with  roads  and 
bridges  that  are  extremely  difficult  and  expen- 
sive of  construction,  but  it  has  also  been  found 
necessary  to  help  the  unemployed,  and  to  pre- 
vent a  class  that  the  colony  was  cultivating 
most  sedulously  before — the  swagger  and  tramp 
— from  being  a  burden  during  the  winter  months 
apon  the  public.  For  the  first  time  in  the  expe- 
rience of  many  years,  during  the  present  winter 
such  a  thing  as  a  swagger  has  hardly  been 
seen  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  are  industrious  settlers 
now. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Yes ;  and  I  think  I  can  speak 
with  some  authority  on  that  subject,  because  I 
represent  a  district  where  we  had  not  merely 
scores  but  hundreds  of  tramps  scattered  along 
the  roads.  The  small  farmers  were  often 
afraid  to  leave  their  homes  during  the  day, 
because    hungry    and   weary    tramps     would 


gather  round  a  man's  domicile  as  soon  as  he 
left  it.  And  I  think  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Wairarapa  will  bear  me  out  in  saying 
this  :  that  this  class  of  men  were  designated  a 
terribfe  scourge  and  menace  by  the  large  land- 
owners ;  and  so  much  was  their  presence  felt, 
and  so  heavy  a  burden  did  they  become,  that  it 
was  considered  necessary  to  advertise  in  the 
newspapers  and  to  put  up  notices  on  the  gates 
that  for  the  future  there  would  be  no  food  and 
no  shelter  provided  for  this  nomadic  class  of 
labour.  That  was  the  state  of  affairs  only  a 
few  years  ago.  But  that  condition  of  affairs 
has  been  entirely  altered,  and  we  have  the 
spectacle  throughout  New  Zealand  now,  not  of 
people  looking  for  employment,  but  of  employers 
looking  for  labour.  Well,  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  called  particular  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  sinking  funds  of  the  local 
bodies  have  been  seized.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  the  Government  have  borrowed  against 
those  sinking  funds  ;  but,  I  would  ask,  for  what 
purpose  were  those  sinking  funds  operated 
upon?  In  what  way  have  the  sinking  funds 
been  expended  ?  Was  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
whole  of  our  necessary  and  useful  public  works 
— ro€kds  and  bridges— could  be  -made  out  of 
revenue?  If  the  sinking  funds  were  seized, 
were  they  not  seized  for  a  most  justifiable 
purpose,  to  assist  the  settlers  of  the  colony,  to 
ihelp  those  who  desired  to  make  homes  on  the 
land,  by  finding  them  money  for  roads  and 
bridges?  Then,  it  is  stated  that  the  colony 
has  been  losing  its  population  of  late — that 
the  June  returns  of  immigration  and  emigra- 
tion show  that  more  people — I  think  that  is 
the  statement — have  left  New  Zealand  during 
that  quarter  than  entered.  Well,  admitting 
that  to  be  the  case,  what  does  it  show  ?  Does 
it  show  that  the  population  is  decreasing?  Is 
there  no  increase  ?  Has  there  been  no  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  throughout  the  colony? 
And,  having  in  view  what  has  lately  occurred  in 
Great  Britain,  do  we  not  know  that  vessel  after 
vessel  has  left  our  shores,  some  of  them  laden 
with  passengers  going  away  to  enjoy  a  well- 
merited  holiday,  and  to  witness  such  a  spectacle 
as  has  never  been  offered  before  in  the  history 
of  the  colony?  I  venture  to  say  that  during 
the  last  quarter  a  very  large  number  of  people 
have  left  the  colony  to  enjoy  themselves,  and 
then  to  return  to  the  colony  again.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  there  has  been  a  very  great  deal 
of  emigration  from  this  country,  but  it  has 
been  emigration  of  this  description.  I  have 
been  here  in  Wellington,  and  I  have  seen 
the  vessels  absolutely  packed  with  passengers 
leaving  for  the  Mother-country  in  order  to  at- 
tend the  great  celebrations  that  were  witnessed 
there  a  few  months  ago.  The  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to  the  Budget  as  a  care- 
fully-prepared election  speech,  which  was  in- 
tended to  have  been  delivered  in  the  City  of 
Dunedin,  and  he  states  that  the  reply  to  the 
speech  could  be  found  in  what  has  since  taken 
place.  Well,  Sir,  while  I  offered  a  very  high 
and  a  well-deserved  compliment  to  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  been  elected,  because  I 
regard  him  as  an  estimable  colonist,  I  would 
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point  out  that  I  do  sot  consider  the  reeolt 
of  the  Dunedin  contest  should  cause  the  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House  to  glory  in 
their  succofs,  because  the  honourable  gentle- 
man elected  has  simply  been  elected  by  a 
minority  —  a  conspicuous  minority.  It  is  a 
very  unfortunate  thing,  I  think,  that  a  small 
Bill,  which  was  proposed  a  year  or  two  ago 
was  not  passed,  because  it  would  have  enabled 
that  gentleman  to  go  before  his  constituents 
again,  and,  if  returned,  to  place  himself  in  the 
position  of  being  able  to  come  to  this  House 
and  say,  **  After  all,  I  represent  the  majority  of 
the  electors  of  Dunedin."  We  are  aJso  told 
that  this  Budget  contains  nothing 
new ;  that  it  is  simply  a  rehash  of 
the  past — a  continuation  of  the  policy  initiated 
by  Sir  Julius  Vogel  before  1887.  But,  even 
admitting  that  to  be  the  case,  if  the  policy 
initiated  then  was  a  good  and  proper  policy,  a 
policy  that  was  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  it  was  not  carried  into  operation, 
the  fact  does*  not  lessen  the  credit  attachable 
to  the  present  Government  for  bringing  it  for- 
ward. A  great  deal  of  attention  has  also  been 
directed  to  the  fact  that  our  debts  have  in- 
creased over  a  million  this  year.  There  is  no 
denying  the  fact  that  the  debts  of  the  colony 
have  been  increased,  and  are  continually  in- 
creasing ;  and  I  expect  in  the  future,  no  matter 
what  party  may  hold  the  reins  of  power  in  it 
New  Zealand,  they  will  continue  to  increase 
from  year  to  year.  A  young  country  like  New 
Zealand  is  not  likely  to  thrive  without  the 
assistance  of  capital  from  abroad.  As  long  as 
that  can  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  rate  of 
interest,  and  we  can  make  it  thoroughly  re- 
productive, and  obtain  something  more  than 
interest  for  it,  settle  the  people  on  the  land 
where  they  can  find  homes  in  comfort,  and 
generally  promote  the  well-being  of  our  popu- 
lation, it  is  our  duty  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
Since  1894  the  national  debt  of  the  colony  has 
increased 'to  the  extent  of  about  five  millions 
and  a  half,  but  of  that  money  it  is  claimed  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  no  less  a  sum 
than  £4,600,000  is  reproductive— that  is  to  say, 
it  is  paying  its  way;  it  is  adding  in  no 
way  to  the  burdens  of  the  taxpayers.  It  is 
giving  employment  to  thousands  of  people,  it 
is  settling  a  large  and  industrious  population 
on  the  lands  of  the  colony,  it  is  relieving  the 
labour-market,  and  it  is  in  every  way  tending 
to  promote  the  national  prosperity.  No  doubt 
it  will  be  said  that  a  great  many  of  these 
things  are  not  productive ;  but  I  maintain 
that  if  land  is  procured  for  settlement,  if  it 
has  to  be  purchased  and  tenants  are  paying 
their  way,  and  no  burden  is  falling  on  the 
taxpayer,  if  money  has  been  provided  to  ad- 
vance to  settlers  so  as  to  enable  them  to  make 
homes  for  themselves  on  reasonable  terms — I 
am  referring  now  to  the  cheap-money  scheme — 
if  Native  lands  have  to  be  purchased,  the  whole 
of  these  items  are  productive  in  every  sense  of 
the  term.  It  is  no  use  trying  to  throw  dust  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people  by  saying  that  the 
colony  is  being  rained  because  of  the  debt  that 
is  being  heaped  up.  If  it  has  grown  larger  and 
Mr.  Hogg 


larger,  the  people  of  New  Zealand  will  look  afe 
the  other  side  of  the  ledger  and  mark  the  way 
in  which  their  genuine  assets  are  also  being 
increased,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
country  is  being  improved.  It  is  impossible 
to  make  roads,  purchase  estates,  buy  Native 
lands,  in  order  that  good  homes  and  farms  may 
be  obtained  for  the  people,  without  money  to 
work  upon.  The  Treasurer  must  have  funds, 
and  the  Minister  of  Lands  must  have  means 
to  go  on  improving  the  splendid  national 
estate  to  which  he  has  been  devoting  his  best 
energies  for  the  last  few  years.  To  do  so  with- 
out funds  is  an  impossibility,  and  it  is  absurd 
for  honourable  members  to  contend  that  when 
we  are  piling  up  debt  in  a  useful  direction  we 
are  doing  a  wrong  to  this  country.  Another 
charge  that  has  been  brought  by  the  honour- 
able member  against  the  Government  is  that 
their  appropriations  have  not  been  expended — 
that  last  year  over  a  million  of  money  was 
appropriated  for  various  works,  and  that  only 
£600,000  of  that  amount  has  been  spent.  Well^ 
Sir,  I  have  had  experience  of  that  myself  for 
years.  I  know  it  has  been  the  custom  of  our 
Colonial  Treasurers  and  financial  doctors  in  this 
country  to  appropriate  large  sums  of  money,, 
and  to  expend  only  a  portion  of  those  appro- 
priations. It  may  be  unfortunate  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  I  do  not  blame  the  Government. 
In  regard  to  my  own  district,  I  have  been  told 
that  I  have  got  an  undue  share  of  what  ia 
called  the  public  plunder — that  is,  money  re- 
quired for  settlement  purposes,  to  make  roada 
and  bridges  for  the  settlers  in  order  that  they 
may  be  able  to  utilise  their  lands  and  pay  their 
way — but  in  many  instances  these  ^otes  have 
lapsed.  From  time  to  time  votes  are  placed  on 
the  estimates,  and  the  settlers  are  allowed  to- 
earn  them ;  that  is  to  say,  the  money  is  simply 
given  by  way  of  subsidy.  The  settlers  are 
told  that  if  they  want  to  erect  a  certain 
bridge  they  will  receive  pound  for  pound,  or 
if  they  wish  to  make  a  certain  road  they 
will  receive,  perhaps,  10s.  in  the  pound.  That 
is  a  very  wise  mode  of  assisting  settlements 
The  Government  say,  in  the  case  of  a  bridge 
being  applied  for  that  is  estimated  to  oost 
£2,000,  "  If  you  contribute  £1,000  we  will  give 
vou  another  £1,0G0  to  assist  you  in  erecting  the 
bridge."  In  doing  this  the  Minister  is  carrying 
out  a  very  judicious  public- works  policy,  be- 
cause unless  the  work  is  badly  required  the 
settlers  will  not  pay  half  the  cost.  In  several 
instances  during  the  past  year  advantage  haa 
not  been  taken  of  these  subsidies,  and  the  result 
is  that  the  amount  still  remains  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  That  accounts  for  the 
way  in  which  large  appropriations  are  made 
and  only  a  smaller  amount  is  frequently  ex- 
pended. A  good  deal  of  attention  has  been 
devoted  by  the  honourable  member  to  the 
money  that  is  obtained  from  the  sale  of  land. 
He  says,  **  We  are  disposing  of  our  property ;  we 
are  sacrificing  our  public  estate  and  spending 
the  money,  making  no  provision  for  the  future." 
Well,  I  .will  ask  honourable  gentlemen  ta 
consider  this :  What  Government  was  it  that 
introduced  the  genuine  perpetual  lease,  the  lease 
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m  perpetuity.  I  would  ask  them  to  contem- 
plate the  effect  of  that  lease  in  perpetuity. 
We  have  now  permanent  tenants  of  the  Grown, 
and,  if  the  system  of  tenure  is  not  disturbed, 
these  settlers  will  contribute  for  all  time 
towards  the  revenue  of  the  country.  I  think 
it  redounds  to  the  credit  of  the  present  Gk)- 
Teminent  that  they  have  introduced  a  system 
by  which  the  land  itself  is  made  to  contribute 
to  the  national  exchequer.  They  have  placed 
tenants  on  their  holdings  on  itlaij  equitable 
terms,  aeeoring  their  improvements  and  esta- 
blishing a  fixed  rental,  which  means  that  these 
tenants  will  contribute  permanently  to  the  re- 
venue of  New  Zealand.  Then,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  has  referred  to  old- age  pensions, 
and  he  has  taxed  the  Premier  and  the  Govern- 
ment with  insincerity.  He  has  said  that  they 
have  brought  down  no  policy;  but,  I  would 
ask,  what  is  the  basis  of  any  policy  in  con- 
nection with  a  matter  like  this?  Is  it  not 
the  provision  for  the  required  expenditure? 
Is  it  not  the  payment  of  the  money?  Now, 
that  all-important  portion  of  the  policy  is 
fully  disposed  of  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
The  money  is  there,  ready  to  be  availed  of. 
But  he  said  the  old  people  are  likely  to  be 
deceived ;  they  have  been  asked  to  bring  for- 
ward their  claims,  but  their  claims  are  not 
going  to  be  met,  because  the  money  cannot  be 
provided  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  That 
IS  his  argument.  I  would  ask  if  there  is  likely 
to  be  any  greater  difficulty  experienced  in  pro- 
viding the  money  for  old-age  pensions  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  than  in  providing  the 
large  amount  required  for  educational  pur- 
poses out  of  that  fund  ?  If  we  can  find  be- 
tween £500,000  and  £600,000  a  year  for  the 
use  of  schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  young, 
surely  we  can  find  one-third  or  one- quarter 
of  the  amount  for  the  assistance  of  the  aged. 
And,  while  I  am  on  thin  question  of  old-age 
pensions,  I  should  like  to  ask  where  the  chief 
antagonism  to  the  scheme  is  likely  to  spring 
from?  Is  the  proposal  likely  to  be  opposed 
by  members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
or  is  it  likely  to  be  opposed  by  those  of  the 
opposite  side?  Is  the  proposal  likely  to  be 
opposed  by  those  who  represent  the  small 
settlers  and  the  working-classes  or  by  those 
who  represent  wealth  ?  I  have  been  anxiously 
listening  to  the  inquiries  that  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  by  members  of  the  Opposition 
side  as  to  when  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  was 
ooming  down ;  what  the  Government  intend 
to  do  in  regard  to  it ;  whether  they  will  have 
the  courage  to  bring  it  before  the  House ; 
whether  they  were  going  to  make  provision  for 
it — as  if  they  were  really  the  friends  of  such  a 
measure  and  wished  it  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. I  have  been  waiting  anxiously  to  see 
where  the  first  blow  would  come  from  against 
the  old-age  pensions  scheme — whether  from 
those  on  our  side  or  from  those  opposed  to  the 
Government.  I  think  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  will  have  something  to  say 
on  the  scheme  before  long;  there  are  plenty 
of  old  men  in  his  own  district.  Look  at  the 
attitude  of  a  member  from  whom  I  expected 


better  things — a  gentleman  rep 
City  of  Wellington,  where  we  nave  so  many 
old  men  and  old  women,  and  so  many  poor 
people — old  colonists  who  have  been  wearing 
their  lives  out  in  the  hard  service  of  their 
adopted  country ;  whose  hair  has  become 
whitened  by  long  years  of  anxious  toil,  and 
whose  skins  are  furrowed  with  care  and 
tanned  and  roughened  with  exposure,  and  who 
are  now  usable  to  bear  their  own  part  in  the 
battle  of  life;  where  there  are  old  men  and 
women  grimly  fighting  poverty  while  tottering 
on  the  brink  of  the  grave :  in  a  city  where 
so  much  money  is  required  to  assist  the  desti- 
tute— we  find  the  member  representing  that 
city  among  the  foremost  to  deal  a  hard  blow 
against  these  old  people  on  the  anvil  of 
inhumanity.  I  should  like  to  ask  honourable 
members  who  deal  lightly  with  this  question, 
whether  the  aged  and  infirm  are  entitled  to 
maintenance?  We  know  very  well  that  in 
savage  countries  it  is  the  custom  to  knock  the 
old  people  on  the  head  and  deprive  them  of  life 
when  they  are  no  longer  able  to  care  for  them- 
selves. But  our  civilisation  has  advanced  far 
beyond  this.  In  Great  Britain  there  are  work- 
houses. Fortunately,  we  have  not  yet  reached 
that  in  New  Zealand ;  but  the  time  is  approach- 
ing when  workhouses  will  be  required  if  we  do 
not  put  the  aged  and  infirm  in  a  better  posi- 
tion— in  a  position  of  semi- independence — by 
doing  for  them  precisely  as  is  done  in  other 
parts  of  the  world — in  such  countries  as  Swit- 
zerland and  Germany,  and  at  the  present  time 
in  Denmark,  where  money  is  paid  out  of  con- 
solidated revenue  to  help  the  old.  There  is  no 
novelty  in  this  philanthropy.  New  Zealand  is 
not  going  to  lead  the  way  in  regard  to  this 
important  matter.  It  is  done  in  the  countries 
of  the  Old  World,  and  why  should  it  not  be 
done  here  in  a  country  wbere  we  know  very 
well  the  industrial  classes  and  those  even  who 
hold  land  have  a  great  deal  to  contend  against? 
A  man  who  is  wealthy  to-day  may  be  almost  a 
pauper  to-morrow. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.— The  Danish  scheme 
is  partly  paid  by  the  local  authorities. 

Mr.  HOGG. — The  Danish  Government  con- 
tributes over  £100,000  per  annum.  There  is 
a  system  of  discrimination  there,  but  every 
respectable  citizen  who  becomes  unable  to 
work  through  old  age  is  pensioned.  And  where 
is  the  degradation  ?  We  are  told  we  are  going 
to  convert  our  old  men  into  paupers.  I  should 
like  to  know,  at  that  rate,  who  are  the  paupers 
in  New  Zealand.  Look  at  our  State  pension 
list ;  you  will  find  some  paupers  there  who  hold 
their  heads  pretty  high— paupers  with  bell- 
toppers  on  their  heads,  who  wear  frock-coats 
and  fine  linen  every  day  of  their  lives — paupers 
with  thousands  of  pounds  behind  them.  Have 
we  not  a  pension  scheme  that  provided  for  the 
Civil  Service,  and  was  passed  into  law  at  a  time 
when  the  members  of  the  House  were  packing 
that  Service  with  their  immediate  relatives? 
Sir,  these  pensions  are  paid  at  the  present 
time.  If  the  old  men  who  are  to  receive 
10s.  a  week  are  to  be  called  paupers,  let 
us  stigmatize  properly  the  pensioners  we  al- 
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ready  have  and  oall  them  paupers  also.  The 
old  soldiers  of  the  British  army  are  entitled  to 
a  pension  when  they  leave  the  service,  but  are 
they  stigmatized  as  paupers  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it. 
There  is  no  taint  or  dishonour  in  the  fact  that 
they  are  paid  for  past  services.  And  I  contend 
that  those  who  have  been  working  hard  in  New 
Zealand,  who  have  suffered  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day  and  worked  all  their  lives,  are 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  soldiers  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  term.  They  have  been  doing  their 
best  for  the  country ;  they  have  been  paying 
their  way,  contributing  to  taxation,  and  by 
merit  of  what  they  have  done  for  the  Colony 
with  which  they  have  been  identified  for  a  long 
term  of  years,  when  they  are  no  longer  able  to 
provide  for  themselves  they  should  he  placed  in 
a  position  of  semi-independence  by  being  made 
State  pensioners.  I  think  I  have  disposed  of 
most  of  the  argimients  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  I  shall 
now  allude  briefly  to  some  of  the  matters  in  the 
Financial  Statement.  There  is  one  thing  the 
critics  must  give  the  Government  credit  for — 
that  it  contains  no  startling  surprises.  It  was 
generally  anticipated  that  there  would  be  large 
borrowing  proposals ;  but  the  borrowing  scheme, 
like  the  voice  in  the  soldier's  dreaming  ear, 
has  melted  away,  and  the  proposals,  instead  of 
being  startling,  seem  to  be  wonderfully  moder- 
ate. The  total  amount  which  the  Government 
proposes  to  raise  for  railways  and  to  assist  the 
schools  of  New  Zealand  amounts  to  £250,000. 
We  are  told  that  the  railways  will  require 
heavier  rails  and  locomotives,  and  it  is  also 
suggested  that  after  the  Eketah una- Wood ville 
line  is  completed — in  which  I  have  taken 
a  great  interest  for  years — a  more  vigorous 
railway  policy  will  possibly  be  inaugurated. 
But  what  we  have  to  deal  with  now  is  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  our  railways.  With  regard 
to  the  introduction  of  heavier  locomotives,  I 
hope  it  is  not  intended  that  any  more  of  those 
huge  locomotives  called  **  Fell  "  engines,  that 
we  have  on  the  Wellington-Wairarapa  Railway, 
will  be  introduced.  We  have  had  quite  suffi- 
cient expenditure  upon  those  locomotives. 
We  have  a  line  there  that  is  not  completed. 
Z,  certainly,  for  one,  and  I  think  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  my  district,  will  not  consider  that 
the  Wellington  and  Napier  Government  line 
is  completed  until  it  has  been  altered,  and,  in- 
stead of  having  the  railway  going  over  a  huge 
range  we  have  the  line  made  through  the  range 
by  means  of  a  good  tunnel.  The  line  at  the 
present  time  is  in  a  very  defective  condition. 
Only  two  or  three  weeks  ago  something  like  a 
narrow  escape  from  a  serious  accident  oc- 
curred. A  huge  slip  occurred  not  very  far 
from  the  summit.  Aoout  five  or  six  thousand 
tons  of  rock  and  earth  came  down,  filling  one 
of  the  large  cuttings;  more  than  sufficient, 
had  a  train  been  passing  at  the  time,  to  have 
smashed  it  into  atoms.  I  say  that  this  line 
which  has  proved  in  every  respect  to  be  tho- 
roughly defective  should  receive  some  attention 
■at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  In  order  to 
take  heavily-laden  trains  over  that  hill  it  is 
necessary  not  only  to  employ  Fell  engines,  but 
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to  maintain  a  large  staff  of  railway  employes  at 
the  foot  of  the  hiU.  At  Gross  Greek  you  will 
find  a  township  occupied  by  the  railway  em- 
ployes and  their  families.  They  are  talking  of 
starting  a  bakery  and  store,  and  there  is  a 
school  in  the  neighbourhood ;  andj  all  that 
labour  has  to  be  maintained  simply  on  account 
of  the  line  being  carried  over  the  hill  instead  of 
through  it  by  a  tunnel.  It  is  one  of  the  worst 
pieces  of  engineering  that  can  be  conceived — 
one  of  the  greatest  blunders  ever  perpetrated  in 
any  country.  There  is  no  one  acquainted  with 
it  but  must  admit  the  necessity  of  having  it 
remedied  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  would 
shorten  the  distance,  I  believe,  by  ten  or  twelve 
miles  between  Wellington  and  the  fertile  back- 
country  behind  it ;  and  in  addition  to  shorten- 
ing the  distance  it  would  shorten  the  time  of 
transit  by  fully  an  hour.  Settlers  are  compelled 
to  pay  five  miles  extra  on  everything  that  passes 
over  that  line.  The  consumers  up-country 
have  all  got  this  five  miles  added  on.  If  they 
travel  they  have  to  pay  for  five  miles  extra  on 
account  of  the  incline.  I  do  not  blame  the 
Government  for  charging  people  extra  mileage 
as  they  do,  because  I  Imow  they  have  to  em- 
ploy so  many  extra  hands.  But  the  hill  should 
be  abandoned,  and  the  line  made  as  it  should 
have  been  at  first.  The  present  generation  in 
my  district  are  not  responsible  for  this  huge 
engineering  blunder.  Whoever  is  responsible 
for  it,  it  is  not  the  inhabitants  of  the  district, 
and  they  have  no  right  to  be  taxed  for  it.  Be- 
fore the  Government  consider  that  line  com- 
pleted I  hope  they  will  tackle  that  tunnel,  and, 
no  matter  what  the  cost  may  be — I  do  not 
anticipate  it  will  be  so  very  much — they  ought 
to  make  that  tunnel,  and  avoid  going  over  the 
hill.  I  have  already  referred  to  the  increased 
indebtedness  of  the  colony.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  public  debt  of  the  colony  is  increasing, 
that  it  is  growing,  and  growing  too  rapidly  in 
the  estimation  of  some  people,  especially  in 
that  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite. 
They  now  see  the  necessity  for  economy  be- 
cause they  are  not  on  the  Government  benches. 
But  if  the  expenditure  is  increasing,  and  the 
public  debt  also,  is  not  the  colony  becoming 
exceedingly  prosperous?  Our  assets  are  in- 
creasing, the  departments  are  increasing,  and 
the  revenue  is  also  increasing.  The  Treasurer 
was  never  in  a  more  happy  condition.  He  can 
contemplate  the  future  with  the  utmost  equa- 
nimity, because  he  has  little  or  nothing  what- 
ever to  fear.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that 
£300,000  of  the  existing  surplus  is  to  be  devoted 
to  public  works.  No  one,  I  think,  will  question 
the  wisdom  of  this  ;  money  cannot  be  expended 
in  a  more  profitable  way  in  a  young  country 
that  requires  developing  than  in  public  works. 
I  can  speak  for  those  I  represent,  and  also  for 
those  whom  the  honourable  member  for  Pahia- 
tua  represents,  when  I  say  that  every  shilling 
of  expenditure  in  his  and  my  district  will  be 
reproductive.  Only  seven  or  eight  years  ago 
the  population  of  Pahiatua  was  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  Within  three  years,  and  since  the 
Minister  of  Lands  began  to  open  up  the 
'  country,  the  population  has  increased  to  two 
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thousand  five  handred.  These  figures  cannot 
be  questioned.  A  year  or  two  ago  the  Forty- 
mile  Bush  district  had  a  population  of  three 
thousand  five  hundred  people ;  and  I  believe 
that  at  the  present  time  there  are  fully  five 
thousand  in  the  district.  A  few  years  ago 
there  was  no  dairy  factory  in  the  district. 
Six  or  seven  years  ago  Mr.  Chester,  from 
Wellington,  went  up  there  and  started  the 
first  butter  -  factory.  We  have  now  about  a 
dozen  creameries  and  factories,  some  of  them 
turning  out  no  less  than  an  average  of  about 
one  ton  of  butter  a  day,  and  sending  it  down 
here.  We  must  look  at  the  barometer  and  see 
whether  it  is  rising  or  going  down  in  this  coun- 
try. It  has  been  rising  steadily.  Since  the 
E resent  party  got  into  office,  six  years  ago,  they 
ave  improved  the  sources  of  our  revenue. 
The  railways  have  been  well  employed.  Only 
the  other  evening  we  had  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairar%pa  crying  out  to  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  "  Why  don't  you  keep  us  sup- 
plied with  plenty  of  trucks?  We  have  any 
amount  of  timber  and  produce,  and  cannot 
send  it  down  to  Wellington."  I  sympathize 
with  this  cry  for  more  trucks ;  but  I  also  know 
that  at  the  Petone  workshops,  not  merely  for 
months  but  for  years  past,  the  hands  have 
been  working  almost  night  and  day  to  pro- 
vide new  trucks  for  that  line,  and  yet  they 
are  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand. 
„  OQ  I  have  only  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  my 
'  disposal,  and  I  shall  have  to  cover  as 
much  ground  as  possible  during  that  time.  I 
regret  that  during  the  course  of  this  debate 
reference  has  been  made  to  one  of  our  Stipen- 
diary Magistrates—the  Magistrate  who  presides 
over  the  district  which  I  represent.  It  was 
insinuated  that  that  gentleman  is  receiving  a 
salary  disproportioned  to  his  term  on  the  bench 
and  to  his  duties.  The  Government  have  done 
no  kinder  thing  to  my  district  during  my  ex- 
perience than  to  make  that  appointment.  Mr. 
Haselden  is  a  gentleman  who  commands  the 
respect  of  the  community,  and  he  has  proved 
himself  well  worthy  of  the  position  which  he 
holds.  So  far  as  I  know,  he  is  not  paid  one 
shilling  more  than  he  deserves.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  which  are  arduous  as  well 
as  responsible,  for  he  has  seven  or  eight 
Courts  to  preside  over,  he  has  acquitted  him- 
self in  such  a  way  as  to  give  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  the  community.  The  next  point  I  should 
like  to  allude  to  is  the  way  the  land  is  being 
absorbed  in  the  bush  country.  Those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  land-settlement 
in  the  past  know  very  well  that  large  holdings  of 
land  adapted  for  agricultural  purposes  have  been 
created,  and  the  result  is  the  Government  are 
now  compelled  to  buy  back  those  lands  at  a 
high  price  in  order  to  promote  settlement.  I 
am  very  sorry  to  say  that  in  the  district  I 
represent— in  the  bush  country — that  system 
is  still  being  pursued.  Section  is  being  added 
to  section,  and  large  holdings  are  thus  being 
formed  and  turned  into  sheep-runs.  These 
conversions  are  not  being  made  by  settlers,  but 
by  banks  or  syndicates.  These  banks  or  syndi- 
oates  do  not  appear  on  the  surface — they  keep 


in  the  background.  As  I  have  said,  they  are 
gradually  converting  our  small  holdings  into 
large  runs.  I  am  referring  now  to  what  I  have 
reason  to  believe  is  an  absolute  though  undesir- 
able fact.  What  is  the  remedy  for  this  state 
of  things?  The  remedy  I  think  is  this:  We 
must  restrict  the  area  of  land  which  one  man 
can  acquire.  We  will  have  to  limit  the  size  of 
the  homesteads,  and,  failing  that,  we  must  bring 
about  land-nationalisation.  I  have  not  been 
an  advocate  for  that,  but  I  can  plainly  foresee 
tiiat  if  this  system  of  acquisition  is  to  be  con> 
tinned  the  individuals  who  are  responsible  for 
it  will  hasten  their  own  doom,  for  an  educated 
people  will  have  their  rights,  and  land  mono- 
poly must  go.  Then,  what  do  we  find  in  the 
back  country  behind  Wellington?  Land  has 
long  been  locked  up  there  in  private  hands.  A 
great  deal  of  that  land  is  simply  unutilised 
waste.  This  ooours  within  a  day's  travel  of 
this  city.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of 
land  are  practically  unoccupied.  Occasionally 
I  receive  letters  from  the  young  men  of  the 
district.  The  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa  is  looking  very  anxiously  at  me.  He  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  district  to  which  I  am 
alluding,  for  I  am  not  referring  altogether  to 
my  own  district.  In  that  country  what  do  we 
find?  Large  runs.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
blame  the  people  who  took  up  those  runs. 
They  came  here  in  the  early  days,  when 
New  Zealand  was  almost  unoccupied.  It  was 
quite  as  easy  to  acquire  thousands  of  acres 
then  as  it  is  to  get  one  single  acre  now.  The 
result  was  they  took  up  these  huge  runs.  But 
now  there  are  numbers  of  our  young  men — the 
sons  of  small  settlers — who  would  be  only  too 
glad  if  they  could  get  some  fragments  of  that 
land  at  a  reasonable  figure.  They  desire  to 
occupy  and  convert  the  unutilised  waste  into 
smiling  homesteads.  This  is  what  one  of  these 
young  men  writes  to  me : — 

"  Do  you  think  there  is  any  possibility  of 
getting  any  of  the  large  runs  in  this  district 
cut  up  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  ? 
Numbers  of  young  men  would  be  glad  to  obtain 
sections  and  pay  4  or  5  per  cent,  on  the  pro- 
ducing value." 

Then,  I  received  a  letter  marked  "  private  and 
confidential."  Here  is  a  sentence  from  it: 
'*  Our  district  will  never  prosper  while  the  land 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  select  few  whose  views  end 
objects  are  foreign  to  those  of  the  small  settler." 
I  have  a  number  of  such  letters  in  my  posses- 
sion. Some  of  them  are  painful  to  read.  What 
are  the  sizes  of  some  of  these  estates?  I 
will  mention  the  acreage  of  a  few :  Akiteo^ 
40,000  acres;  Aohanga,  20,000  acres;  Maun- 
sell's,  20,000  acres;  Annedale,  16,000  acres; 
Manawa,  20,000  acres ;  Gastlepoint,  12,000 
acres;  lea,  18,000  acres;  Langdale,  12,000 
acres ;  RiversdsJe,  25,000  acres ;  Eahumingi, 
12,000  acres ;  Brancepeth,  60,000  acres ;  Flat 
Point,  12,000  acres ;  Waikeuraka  and  Ngapuku- 
turua,  4,000  acres  (fiat) ;  Glenbum,  12,000  acres ; 
Pahau  and  Glen  Dhu,  12,000  acros;  White 
Rock,  12,000  acres ;  Te  Awaite,  50,000  acres. 
Those  are  samples  of  the  size  of  some  of  the 
estates  behind  Wellington.     You  can  go  over 
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those  estates  on  the  East  Coast,  and  travel  all 
day  long,  and  you  will  scarcely  see  a  good  road 
or  a  bridge.  That  is  simply  because  there  is  no 
population.  At  Tenui,  not  far  from  here,  a 
bridge  was  carried  away  some  four  or  five  years 
ago.  I  got  the  Minister  to  put  a  sum  of  £300 
on  the  estimates  to  go  towards  the  cost  of 
reconstruction.  In  the  neighbourhood  th^ie 
are  a  number  of  squatters,  but  they  would  not 
put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  sufficiently  to 
replace  the  bridge,  although  the  estimated  cost 
is  only  £600.  This  is  on  the  main  county  road 
to  Gastlepoiot,  over  which  the  mail  passes. 
The  river  is  still  unbridged;  the  ford  is  a 
dangerous  one,  and  people  have  on  more  than 
one  occasion  nearly  lost  their  lives  in  en- 
deavouring to  cross  it.  I  have  a  story  in  my 
possession  from  a  young  man  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  runs  I  have  been  alluding  to.  He 
says  that  he  and  others  tried  to  get  up  a  dance. 
They  got  the  building,  and  arranged  for  the 
music.  They  had  to  reckon  how  far  people 
could  travel,  but  thev  took  in  an  area  of 
200,000  acres,  and  all  the  people  they  could  get 
in  that  area  to  make  up  the  dance  were  some 
fifty  males  and  eight  women,  half  of  whom 
were  married.  The  dance  had  to  be  abandoned. 
"  What,"  he  asked,  **  would  become  of  the 
Forty-mile  Bush  if  in  200,000  acres  you  could 
find  300,000  sheep,  10,000  head  of  cattle,  and 
only  eight  ladies  ?  "  That  is  the  position.  Talk 
about  the  wilds  of  Africa !  The  wilds  of  Africa 
were  never  in  8uch  a  desolate  condition  as  that 
part  of  this  colony.  I  wish  now  to  refer  very 
,  briefly  to  another  question  that  has  been 
brought  up,  that  of  loans  to  local  bodies. 
The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act 
is  one  of  the  most  useful  Acts  that  has  ever 
been  introduced  in  New  Zealand.  The  money 
expended  by  the  local  bodies  under  its  pro- 
visions has  been  expended  in  a  very  useful 
direction,  and  they  are  still  taking  advantage 
of  it  freely.  Unfortunately,  their  contributions 
are  exceedingly  heavy.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
County  of  Pahiatua.  In  that  county  alone  they 
)inv«»  contracted  debts  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
£50,000  for  roads  and  bridges  and  other  public 
works.  The  result  is  that  the  settlers  there 
— and  most  of  them  are  small  settlers,  be- 
cause there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  close  settle- 
ment— are  now  called  upon  to  pay  between 
£2,000  and  £3,000  a  year  into  the  revenue, 
being  5  per  cent,  on  the  amount  borrowed. 
In  Eketahuna,  which  is  a  road  district,  they 
have  borrowed  about  £20,000,  and  they  have 
to  pay  £1,000  a  year  to  the  Government.  It 
would  be  a  great  relief  if  the  amount  that  has 
to  be  paid  towards  the  reduction  of  prin- 
cipal and  payment  of  interest  were  reduced. 
My  suggestion  to  the  Government  is  this :  that 
next  session,  if  possible,  they  should  bring 
down  a  Bill  providing  that  local  bodies  can 
get  money  advanced  to  them  for  the  future  at 
3  per  cent.  Do  away  with  the  sinking  funds 
altogether,  and  make  the  interest  a  perma- 
nent charge.  There  is  no  reason  whatever 
why  this  should  not  be  done.  There  is  no 
reason  on  earth  why  the  settlers  who  are 
now  felling  the  bush,  making  homesteads,  and 
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doing  all  the  hard  work,  and  making  peima* 
nent  improvemente  in  the  shape  of  roads  and 
bridges,  should  be  compelled  to  pay  for  all 
these  things  during  their  own  lifetime.  The 
liability,  with  the  improvements  for  which  it 
was  incurred,  should  be  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity. There  is  no  sound  reason  why  these 
sinking  funds  should  be  continued,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  a  most  graceful  act  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  and  the  State  if  the  contri- 
butions were  reduced  from  5  per  cent,  to  8  per 
cent.  It  could  easily  be  done,  and  there  would 
be  no  infliction  whatever  on  the  colony.  Before 
I  sit  down  I  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks 
with  reference  to  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. With  regard  to  this  department  I  am 
sorry  not  to  be  able  to  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  of  praise.  I  think  there  are  some  de- 
partments of  the  public  service  that  want 
polishing  up,  and  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment is  one  in  particular.  T)^e  special  fault 
I  have  to  find  with  that  department  is  this: 
Its  engineers  are  far  too  antiquated  —  their 
methods  are  antiquated,  their  plans  are  anti- 
quated, their  specifications  are  antiquated, 
and  the  men  themselves  are  antiquated.  They 
are  not  up  to  date ;  they  are  a  long  way  behind 
the  times.  If  they  were  to  make  an  expedition 
in  a  balloon  to  America  or  some  go-ahead 
country,  or  even  to  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
and  get  an  insight  into  the  way  in  which 
public  works  are  carried  on  there,  it  would  do 
them  a  great  deal  of  good.  At  present  the  way 
in  which  the  public  works  are  carried  out  is 
simply  a  disgrace  to  the  colony.  They  are  far 
too  expensive.  I  can  speak  feelingly  on  this 
subject,  because  settlers  in  my  district  have 
had  to  take  advantage  of  the  services  of  these 
men.  Their  own  engineers  are  superseded, 
and  when  they  get  a  subsidy  from  the  Govern- 
ment they  are  compelled  to  carry  out  the 
plans  and  instructions  of  the  officers  of  this 
department,  with  the  result  that  designs  are 
carried  out  that  are  fifty  years  old — ancient 
designs,  borrowed  apparently  from  the  days  of 
the  flood,  used  possibly  in  the  time  of  Noah  in 
the  construction  of  the  Ark.  As  a  consequence, 
instead  of  having  proper  bridges  they  get 
structures  that  are  simply  obstructions  to  the 
rivers,  and  when  a  flood  comes  down  the  whole 
bridge,  or  a  part  of  it,  is  carried  away.  I  am 
sorry  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  is 
not  here,  because  he  could  back  me  up  in  what 
I  say.  This  department,  or  the  officers  of  it, 
should  be  compelled  to  modernise  their  ideas 
and  bring  themselves  up  to  date  with  regard  to 
the  works  they  are  called  upon  to  undertake. 
The  rivers  here  are  practically  small  streams 
compared  with  the  rivers  of  America  and  other 
countries — they  are  simply  mountain  streams — 
etnd  yet  we  have  heavy  bridges  built  up  with 
huge  piles,  some  of  them  with  seven  and  eight 
piers,  when  a  few  wires  or  suspension- ropes 
would  be  quite  as  effective,  and  they  could  be 
provided  at  one- third  the  cost.  But  for  the 
interference  of  this  antiquated  staff  of  this 
antiquated  department  the  settlers  would  be 
able  to  adopt  suspension-bridges  and  then  they 
would  have  no  fear  of  their  structures  being 
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eflurifldaway  with  e^ery  flood  fchat  ocoors.  I 
lay  again,  the  department  is  a  discredit  to 
the  country.  I  would  like  before  I  sit  down 
to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  education.  I 
am  very  glad  the  Government  are  going  to 
doTOte  some  attention  to  technical  education, 
bat  before  they  do  that  I  hope  they  will  also 
devote  attention  to  the  improvement  of  our 
pablie  schools.  There  is  ample  room  for  im- 
provement there,  and  one  of  the  directions  in 
which  beneficial  improvement  could  be  made 
is  to  adopt  the  suggestion  made  by  a  gentleman 
who  is  eminently  qualified  to  speak  on  the 
subject — Mr.  Mark  Oohen,  of  Dunedin.  That 
gentleman  was  for  a  considerable  time  a  mem- 
ber and  Chairman  of  the  Otago  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, and  his  suggestion  was  that  the  text- 
books in  our  schools  should  be  free— that  they 
should  be  published  by  the  State,  and  made  a 
portion  of  our  free  system  of  education.  That 
has  been  done  in  America  and  other  countries. 
Many  parents  are  precluded  from  sending  their 
children  to  school  because  of  the  cost  of  the 
school-books,  and  I  dp  not  see  why  these  books 
could  not  be  printed  in  the  Government  Print- 
ing Office,  thus  giving  employment  to  our  com- 
positors and  the  youths  of  the  colony.  If  this 
is  done,  and  our  primary  schools  are  made 
absolutely  free,  it  will  mean  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  that  could  possibly  be  conferred  on  the 
whole  communitv. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  it  must  have 
been  comforting  to  members  of  the  Opposition 
to  have  heard  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  the  remark  with  which 
he  opened  his  speech  this  afternoon — that  he 
was  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  debate, 
and  that  he  congratulated  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  on  the  success  which  had  so  far 
attended  their  efforts  to  expose  the  hypocrisy 
and  unreliable  character  of  the  Financial 
Statement.  If  members  following  him  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  House  have  the  same 
testimonial  to  offer  to  members  on  this  side, 
then  the  debate  may  be  considered  as  con- 
tinuing quite  satisfactorily.  It  is  a  pity,  how- 
ever, that  the  debate  is  likely,  from  various 
causes,  to  be  deprived  of  much  of  the  interest 
which  annually  attends  it.  In  the  first  place, 
the  finances  dealt  with  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment are  stale.  We  had  most  of  the  figures, 
or  an  approximation  of  the  figures,  some  six 
months  ago.  In  the  next  place,  as  to 
policy,  there  is  little  more  than  the  usual 
indication  that  members  may  expect  some- 
thing better  later  on.  This  House  has  a 
growing  grievance  against  the  Government — 
that  it  year  by  year  brings  down  Financial 
Statements  which  deal  less  and  less  with  the 
trae  finance  of  the  colony.  The  financial  policy 
of  the  Government  is  more  and  more  taking 
the  shape  of  the  policy  of  loaves  and  fishes 
annually  distributed  by  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  which  is  invariably  withheld  till 
members  are  so  exhausted  by  all-night  or  long- 
night  sittings,  and  by  increasing  engagements 
towards  the  end  of  the  session,  that  they  are 
unable  to  consider  the  finance  which  may  be 
disclosed  by  the  Public  Works  Statement  to 


the  extent  that  its  importance  deserves.  There 
is  also  another  cause  militating  against  any 
special  interest  in  this  debate.  The  setting  up 
of  Supply  on  the  first  occasion  in  a  session  is 
usually  the  opportunity  for  moving  resolutions 
ventilating  grievances.  Whether  wisely  or  not, 
the  Opposition  have,  as  far  as  I  know,  determined 
not  to  offer  any  amendment  on  this  occasion, 
for  the  reason  chiefly  that  there  is  nothing 
definite  to  amend  ;  we  are  waiting  to  hear  the 
policy  of  the  Government  as  particularly  de* 
fined  by  the  Bills  they  are  co  introduce.  And 
another  reason  may  be  that  the  Premier  has 
shown  considerable  discretion — more  discretion 
than  valour — in  acceding  to  the  demands  from 
the  independent  section  of  this  House  as  to  a 
public  inquiry  into  a  department  of  adminis- 
tration, and  thus  frustrating  or  anticipating  an 
adverse  motion  on  this  occasion.  So  that  for 
these  reasons,  among  others,  this  debate  is  not 
likely  to  have  the  interest  it  ought  to  hav^.  I 
think  the  Opposition  are  well  advised  to  reserve 
their  fire  until  we  have  the  policy  Bills  that  are 
indicated  in  this  Financial  Statement.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  preceded  me  re- 
ferred to  various  subjects  in  very  much  the 
same  language  as  that  in  which  the  Financial 
Statement  abounds.  He  discoursed  vaguely  as 
to  many  things,  from  the  surplus  to  the  swaggers. 
As  to  the  surplus,  I  think  the  countrv  is  getting 
sick  of  surpluses,  which  continually  l^nd  us 
deeper  in  debt,  and,  as  to  swaggers,  it  is  some- 
what strange  that  if  there  are  less  on  the  roads 
the  charitable-aid  vote  keeps  steadily  on  the 
increase.  At  this  particular  time  of  the  year 
the  absence  of  swaggers  is  probably  explained 
by  the  fact  that  shearing  operations  are  begin- 
ning, and  that  the  Government  works  are  being 
actively  continued  in  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
employing  those  who  are  acceptable  to  Minis- 
ters. As  for  the  figures  in  the  Statement,  I 
am  not  going  to  deal  with  them  at  any  length, 
—in  fact,  very  little  at  all.  Without  any  dis- 
respect to  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  must  de- 
cline to  accept  the  figures  in  his  Financial 
Statement,  and  I  think  the  countrv  will  hesi- 
tate to  accept  the  figures  of  the  rignt  honour- 
able gentleman.  The  figures  are  prepared  not 
by  himself — not  proved  by  himself  in  any  way — 
but  laid  upon  the  table  by  officials  through  the 
medium  of  the  Treasurer.  If  we  consider  that 
for  the  last  five  or  six  years  the  finances  of 
the  colony  have  been  nominally  conducted  by 
gentlemen  who  have  spent  most  of  their  time 
outside  of  Wellington — outside  the  financial 
centre  of  the  colony — it  is  not  surprising  that 
considerable  doubt  should  attach  to  figures  pre- 
pared and  placed  on  the  table  as  these  are.  I 
need  only  call  attention  to  a  mistake  on  page  7 
of  the  Financial  Statement  of  £100,000  in  deal- 
ing with  the  ways  and  means  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  This  probably  will  be  considered 
a  small  matter.  There  is  another  error  of 
£10,000  in  another  part  of  the  Statement, 
which  is  a  still  smaller  matter — scarcely  wortli 
stating  in  view  of  the  general  confusion  of  this 
Financial  Statement.  In  such  circumstancest 
it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  seriously  criti- 
cize the  figures.    We  are  told  that  the  colony 
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is  prosperouB,  that  industries  are  increasing, 
and  that  the  spending-power  of  the  people 
is  expanding.  Sir,  it  is  not  at  all  to  the 
interest  of  members  on  this  side  of  the  Hoase 
to  disparage  the  colony.  We  are  all  greatly 
interested  in  its  success,  and  we  should  be 
glad  to  hear  of  its  adviuicement  in  every 
direction.  What  we  contend  is  this :  That  the 
colony  would  better  advance  under  a  different 
administration  than  that  of  the  present  one. 
When  I  look  at  the  occupants  of  the  Treasury 
benches  I  am  filled  with  admiration — yes,  Sir, 
I  am  filled  with  admiration — for  the  splendid 
colony  that  has  so  long  withstood  their  mis- 
chievous endeavours.  The  figures  of  the  Finan- 
cial Statement,  and  any  other  figures  that  may 
be  submitted  throughout  the  session  by  the 
present  Government,  will  not  be  accepted  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  nor  generally  in  the 
House  nor  in  the  country  at  large,  until  there 
has  been  an  independent  audit  of  the  finances 
of  the  colony,  which  can  only  be  expected  to 
take  place  when  those  gentlemen  are  removed 
from  ofiice.  There  is  little  or  nothing,  as  I 
have  said,  to  seriously  consider  in  the  finances 
as  indicated  in  the  accounts  of  our  house- 
keeping account,  otherwise  called  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  but  there  are  some  figures  that  may 
deserve  attention  with  reference  to  the  Public 
Worky  Fund,  as  to  which  we  shall  hear  some- 
thing later  on — very  much  later  on.  There 
is  further  borrowing  indicated  in  this  Financial 
Statement  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  for  railways 
and  for  education,  but  it  is  quite  clear  also 
that  the  Public  Works  Fund,  if  not  actually 
depleted  at  the  present  moment,  can  scarcely 
last  longer  than  the  31st  March  next ;  and  as 
to  what  is  to  follow  then  we  have  not  the  re- 
motest hint.  The  appropriations  last  year  in 
the  Public  Works  Fund  were  over  a  million, 
but  the  amount  expended  was  only  £650,000 
in  round  numbers.  The  liabilities  on  the  Slst 
March  were  exceptionally  high — £275,000,  in 
round  figures,  which  is  a  somewhat  notable 
fact.  Now,  the  funds  available  for  this  year, 
correcting  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  error  of 
£100,000,  appear  to  be  £640,000.  If  we  deduct 
the  liabilities  already  mentioned  of  £275,000, 
there  would  only  be  about  £365,000  available 
for  the  current  financial  year,  against  nearly 
double  that  amount  spent  during  the  past 
financial  year  on  public  works.  That  is  all 
I  am  going  to  say  with  reference  to  the 
financial  part  of  the  Financial  Statement. 
Sir,  we  have  some  reason  to  expect,  on  an 
occasion  like  this,  to  have  some  indication  of 
policy,  but  probably  the  almost  entire  absence 
of  anything  of  the  sort  from  the  Financial 
Statement  accounts  for  honourable  members 
finding  so  little  to  debate.  Now,  what  is  the 
policy  of  the  Government  ?  This  is  a  question 
that  has  been  often  asked,  and  as  far  as  I 
know  it  has  never  been  definitely  answered. 
The  party  names  of  *' Liberal"  and  "Con- 
servative '*  certainly  give  no  index  at  all  to 
the  views  of  parties ;  they  are  terms  borrowed 
from  the  Old  Country.  As  far  as  I  know,  the 
term  **  Conservative  "  has  been  generally  con- 
sidered to  be  identical  with  the  party  which 
Mr,  O.  Hutchison 


stood  for  Church  and  State,  the  party  that  de- 
sired to  protect  the  temporalities  of  the  Church 
and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  But  here, 
under  our  written  constitution,  no  considera- 
tions of  that  kind  can  obtain.  If  we  look  bacJc 
to  the  beginning  of  the  present  Administration 
in  1891,  they  appear  to  have  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity, from  the  organizations  that  followed 
the  maritime  strike  of  the  previous  year,  of 
getting  some  advantage  in  that  direction,  and 
they  embarked  upon  what  was  called  a  "  labour 
policy."  Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that,  whatever  were  the  convictions  of 
Ministers  five  or  six  years  ago,  they  have 
suffered  a  considerable  change  since  then, 
although  they  endeavour  to  keep  up  the  de- 
lusion of  being  the  sympathizers  of  Socialism 
by  constantly  parading  certain  Bills,  such  as 
the  Eight  Hours  Bill  and  the  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill.  We  had  an  indication  from 
the  Premier  during  his  visit  Home  of  his  viewa 
on  Socialism.  He  was  twitted  with  having  at- 
tended a  banquet  given  by  the  Fabian  Society 
in  London.  The  Fabian  Society  is  well 
known  to  be  an  organization  of  Socialists ; 
but  it  would  appear  that  there  are  recent 
developments  which  are  indicative  of  a  polite 
departure  by  the  more  prosperous  Socialists 
from  the  less-contented  poor.  The  Premier 
favours  the  Fabians  who  dine.  They  are 
"  quite  intellectual,"  Sir,  if  you  please.  Cer- 
tainly they  are  very  different  from  the  un- 
fortunate Socialist  who  is  not  intellectual^ 
but  is  hungry  and  cold,  and  cries  out  in  pas- 
sionate protest  against  the  unequal  conditions 
of  human  existence.  One  can  imagine,  espe- 
cially in  London,  the  Socialist  standing  in  the 
gutter  without,  gaunt,  wild-eyed,  ill-clad,  ill- 
fed,  looking  up  at  those  bright  banqueting 
windows  where  the  Premier  met  these  intel- 
lectual Socialists  he  is  so  proud  to  call  his 
friends,  where  the  modern  Fabian  discusses 
the  problem  of  poverty  with  a  high-flavoured 
cigar  in  his  mouth — where  he  talks  about  the 
*'  brotherhood  of  man  "  with  flashing  rings  on 
his  fingers— where  he  discourses  of  the  evils  of 
want,  while  he  sips  the  wine  that  tops  off  the 
banquet  that  would  feed  a  hundred  families 
for  a  month.  That  is  the  sort  of  Sooialism 
that  is  now  favoured  by  the  Government,  while 
they  keep  up  a  pretence  of  policy  under  the 
guise  of  Eight  Hours  Bills  and  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bills  for  the  purpose  of  propitiating 
the  votes  of  the  poor  whom  they  insult.  So 
far  as  there  is  any  indication  at  all  in  this 
Financial  Statement  as  to  the  Ministry  being 
desirous  of  keeping  up  the  old  delusion  of  sym- 
pathy with  labour,  upon  which  they  succeeded 
to  power,  it  may  be  remarked 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  were  one  of  the  Liberal 
party  yourself. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  still  one  of  the 
Liberal  party.  I  have  never  been  anything 
else  than  a  Liberal,  and  I  hope  I  always  shalT 
be  found  a  true  Liberal.  The  delusion  is  that, 
in  some  quarters,  the  present  Ministry  is  still 
considered  as  sincere  in  their  professions  of 
social  reform  ;  whereas  the  truth  is  thev  only 
flatter  and  deceive  those  who  suffered  in  the 
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strike  of  1890 — those  who,  in  memory 
of  their  sufferings,  organized  them- 
selves, sjid  thereby  presented  an  opportunity, 
which  was  seized  by  these  honourable  gentle- 
men, to  strengthen  their  position  politioally, 
without  meaning  in  their  hearts  to  help  these 
poor  and  suffering  people.  Honourable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  are,  I  believe, 
well  disposed  to  help  labour  and  to  advance 
industry;  indeed,  they  would  be  entitled  to 
little  credit  if  they  were  not  better  disposed 
than  those  on  the  Government  side.  But  this 
eide  of  the  House  will  not  descend  to  deception. 
They  will  object  to  measures  which  they  think 
are  not  in  the  interest  either  of  the  working- 
classes  or  of  the  employers,  whose  real  interests 
cannot  be  antagonistic.  But  those  aentlemen 
on  the  Government  side  have  pandered,  and 
will  continue  to  pander,  to  the  labouring 
classes,  while  in  their  minds  they  detest  them 
as  much  as  any  one  in  the  country.  When  I 
was  taken  off  the  current  of  my  remarks  by  the 
interjection  of  the  Premier,  I  was  about  to 
point  out  how  this  phantom  labour  policy  was 
dealt  with  in  this  year's  Financial  Statement, 
where  it  is  referred  to  in  a  half-hearted  way 
under  what  may  be  termed  three  heads :  Land, 
labour,  and  language  ~  and  the  greatest  of 
these  is  language.  I  notice,  with  reference 
to  "land,"  that  the  somewhat  extravagant 
deliverance  on  the  subject  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  has  been  considerably  modified.  That 
Speech  referred  to  the  settlement  of  the  people 
on  the  land  as  progressing  satisfactorily.  In 
the  Financial  Statement  the  Premier  has  to 
admit  that  the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the 
land  has  not  been  satisfactory.  He  goes  back 
no  less  than  six  years  to  strike  a  percentage, 
and  I  cannot  but  commiserate  the  Minister  of 
Lands 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Don't. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  feel  I  must  under 
the  circumstances  disclosed  by  his  Grown 
Lfluids  Report,  which,  dealing  with  settlement 
up  to  the  Slst  March  last,  has  to  confess  that 
there  are  fewer  settlers  on  the  books  of  the 
Land  Department  on  that  date  than  there 
were  twelve  months  before.  Allowing  for  all 
the  new  selections  during  the  year  1896-97, 
the  aggregate  is  less. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Many  have  gone  off  by 
purchase. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— My  honourable 
friend  need  not  suppose  that  I  have  not  con- 
sidered the  fact  of  some  having  gone  off  the 
books  by  becoming  freeholders  under  that 
system  of  tenure  which  allowed  the  settler 
to  become  his  own  landlord — a  system  which, 
unfortunately,  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  suo- 
oessfnl  in  repealing  some  five  years  ago.  But, 
allowing  for  all  that,  the  tale  of  disaster  is  a 
very  great  and  serious  one,  especially  when  it 
involves  the  ruin  of  poor  men,  or  men  with 
little  or  no  capital  except  their  own  industry 
and  their  own  labour,  who  have  been  in- 
dooed  to  settle  upon  land  in  allotments  so 
small  as  to  be  utterly  inadequate  to  pro- 
vide for  its  proper  development;  land,  too, 
for  the  most  pcurt,  in  forest-dad  country,  fit 
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only  to  break  the  spirit  and  the  hearts  of  those 
who  have  come  under  the  new  system  of  the 
Government.  That,  Sir,  is  the  tale  of  disaster 
which  the  Crown  Lands  Report,  up  to  the  Slst 
March,  undoubtedly  reveals;  and  those  who 
have  followed  the  proceedings  of  the  Land 
Boards  in  various  parts  of  the  colony,  especially 
in  the  North  Island,  must  have  noted  that  at 
every  meeting  since  March  last  there-  have 
been  long  lists  of  surrenders  and  forfeitures, 
indicating  that  the  rot  which  has  set  in  under 
the  honourable  gentleman's  policy  continues 
at  a  fearful  rate.  He  seems  quite  lately  deter- 
mined to  revive  with  a  vengeance  that  threat 
made  by  him  some  years  ago  when  he  declared 
that  in  fiftv  years  a  Crown  grant  would  be  a 
record  of  the  past.  He  will  probably  find  he 
has  made  a  ndstake.  I  believe  the  colony  is 
less  inclined  to  tolerate  such  a  policy  now  than 
it  was  six  or  seven  years  ago ;  and  while  the 
honourable  gentleman  may  retain  that  idea — 
and  he  is  rather  tenacious  of  ideas — it  is  well 
he  should  know  that  there  are  people  in  the 
colony  determined  to  fight  it  to  the  death. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  he  has  broken  out  again 
with  this  policy  of  confiscation.  In  the  memo- 
randum laid  by  him  on  the  table  of  this  House 
with  reference  to  the  Horowhenua  Block  he 
deliberately  announces  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  declare  by  Act  of  Parliament 
that  a  certain  portion  of  land  which  has  been 
alreadv  the  subject  of  a  title  from  the  Crown 
shall  be  declared  to  be  "Native  land,"  thus 
abolishing  at  one  stroke  all  that  has  been  done 
during  several  years  under  sanction  of  the  law. 
I  am  not  going  to  discuss  on  the  present 
occasion  the  Bill  which  is  to  be  introduced. 
There  will  be  a  special  opportunity  for  doing 
so  later  on.  Without  having  any  concern  or 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  Sir  Walter  Buller, 
who  is  the  person  interested  chiefly  in  Section 
14  of  the  Horowhenua  Block,  I  may  say  that 
the  declared  intention  of  the  Government  to 
pass  a  sponge  over  the  slate  with  reference  to 
all  transactions  in  respect  of  that  section  is  one 
of  the  most  serious  announcements  ever  made 
in  this  colony.  It  will  mean  that  no  man's 
title  is  safe.  Even  if  Sir  Walter  Buller  be  all 
the  honourable  gentleman  declares  him  in 
this  House— but  not  outside  it — to  be,  yet  the 
proposal  to  cancel  the  titles  which  have  had 
the  sanction  for  several  years  of  the  Land 
Transfer  Act,  and  which  have  been  supported 
by  decisions  in  Courts  of  law,  is  one  which 
concerns  not  Sir  Walter  Buller  alone,  but 
every  one  who  has  or  respects  a  title  to 
property  in  the  colony.  And  what  is  the 
motive  for  this  threatened  revolution?  The 
Minister  of  Lands,  foiled  in  his  attempt  to 
establish  by  the  aid  of  special  Acts  and  un- 
limited expenditure  the  accusations  he  made 
in  this  House  against  an  enemy  outside,  has 
declared  he  will  now  call  in  the  strength  of  party 
to  blot  out  all  transactions  which  he  cannot 
erase  by  other  means  ;  so  that  land  which  has 
passed  under  the  sanction  of  certificate  from 
the  Crown  shall  go  back  to  the  character  of 
land  held  under  the  customs  and  usages  oi 
the  Natives. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— If  there  has  been  fraud,  and 
the  Courts  do  not,  or  cannot,  rectify  it,  why 
should  not  this  Parliament  do  so? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Parliament  has  dele- 
gated its  powers  in  that  respect  to  the  Courts  of 
law — to  non-political  bodies — to  deal  with  on 
established  rules  and  approved  decisions,  and  if 
Parliament  is  going  to  deal,  as  the  Premier  has 
just  indicated  his  intention  that  it  shall  do, 
with  allegations  of  frauds  in  connection  with 
the  titles  to  land,  then  good-bye  to  all  security 
of  property  in  New  Zealand  from  this  day  forth. 
That  authoritative  declaration  which  has  just 
come  from  the  Premier  is  the  most  serious  ever 
made  in  Parliament. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  touches  you  and 
your  friends  on  the  ••  raw." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  no  friends 
who  require  to  be  protected  by  any  interference 
beyond  and  beside  the  law.  But  let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  take  care.  He.holds  some  of  his 
titles,  I  presume,  also  under  the  law.  It  is  the 
same  law  which  protects  him  in  the  possession 
of  those  titles  as  protects  the  poorest  man's 
possessions  and  the  richest  man's  estate,  and  it  is 
as  dangerous  a  thing  as  the  letting  out  of  water 
to  interfere  with  individual  cases  on  the  assump- 
tion of  fraud,  which  cannot  fairly  or  properly  be 
tried  in  the  political  arena.  If  such  a  begin- 
ning be  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  it 
may  be  his  turn  next  when  following  on  the 
course  he  has  begun.  Some  socialist,  and  not 
&n  intellectual  one  either,  may  occupy  the  seat 
where  now  the  Minister  is  sitting  and  strike  at 
him  and  his.  Yes,  the  danger  is  great,  and  it  is 
near.  The  downward  course  is  apt  to  be  swift 
and  steep  when  once  entered  on.  I  do  not 
know  any  precedent  where,  after  certificates  of 
title  have  been  issued  and  transactions  regis- 
tered, and  acts  of  ownership  continued  over 
years,  Parliament  has  stepped  in  and  said,  **  We 
will  tear  these  titles  up;  we  will  go  back  to 
the  period  before  British  law  was  established  in 
this  colony  ;  we  will  substitute  for  the  contract 
of  the  Crown  the  primitive  customs  and  usekges 
t>f  the  Natives."  Can  my  right  honourable 
aitd  learned  friend  point  to  one  instance  in 
which  it  has  been  attempted  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  done  by  "The  Owha- 
oko  and  Oruamatua  Reinvestigation  of  Title 
Act,  1886." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  not  parallel 
to  this,  as  he  should  know.  There  will  be 
ample  opportunity  to  debate  that,  and  any 
other  question  on  the  subject  that  may  be 
raised.  This  threatened  attack  on  a  private 
individual  properly  opens  up  the  whole  subject 
of  the  security  of  property  throughout  the 
colony.  When  the  Bill  comes  down  we  will 
see  whether  there  has  been  any  precedent  for 
such  confiscation.  I  trust  that  the  effect  of 
this  proposal  will  be 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  should  wait  until 
It  oomes. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  do  not  need  to 
wait,  for  the  announcement  has  already  been 
made  in  the  Minister's  memorandum,  which  is 
in  print,  that  a  Bill  will  be  introduced  declar- 
ing section  14  to  be  **  Native  land."     We  shall 


see  whether  he  will  accomplish  this  outrage 
or  not.  If  that  be  part  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  I  admit  it  is  a  startling  policy, 
but  it  is  not  in  the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— We  may  include  a  few 
more  blocks  if  necessary. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  of  that.  The  honourable  gentleman 
says  he  may  include  a  few  more  blocks  if  he 
thinks  it  necessary.  Of  course,  the  honourable 
gentleman  will,  sooner  or  later,  if  he  succeeds 
in  the  first  adventure,  include  all  the  blocka 
that  in  any  way  come  under  what  he  chooses 
to  consider  irregularities,  whether  of  fraud  or 
otherwise — in  fact,  there  will  be  no  property 
safe  if  the  honourable  gentleman  has  his  way 
of  cancelling  titles  in  this  fashion. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  luive  one  or  two. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Sir/if  I  have  one  or 
two  I  have  acquired  them  under  the  sanction  of 
the  law,  which  alone  should  give  security.  II 
that  be  a  delusion,  then  I  have  nothing,  nor  haa 
anybody  inside  or  outside  of  this  House  any- 
thing, that  the  pleasure  of  the  Ministers  on 
those  benches,  and  the  majority  that  is  behind 
them,  may  not  take  away.  But  I  should  not 
suppose  that  the  majority  on  the  other  side  are 
so  lost  to  their  own  interests,  and  those  of  the 
country,  that  they  will  be  found  ready  to  obey 
the  behests  of  Ministers  on  such  a  subject  as 
this,  and  to  that  extent  I  would  qualify  what  I 
have  said.  The  serious  and  significant  fact, 
however,  remains  that  Ministers  are  dispoaed 
to  go  all  the  way  to  confiscate  the  property 
of  those  with  whom  they  may  differ.  Now, 
I  will  deal  for  just  a  moment  or  two  with 
the  second  division  of  the  policy  of  the  EHnan- 
cial  Statement — namely,  '*  Labour" — in  which 
the  Government  seek  to  display  an  interest 
that  they  do  not  feel.  We  are  told  that  the 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act 
has  met  with  general  acceptance,  and  has  been 
brought  into  continual  use.  I  regret  to  think 
that  it  has  been  brought  too  much  into  use 
with  reference  to  some  disputes  between  em- 
ployers and  employes.  The  extensive  powers 
under  it  ought  to  be  sparingly  used,  and  when  it 
is  it  ought  to  be  productive  of  permanent  good. 
The  Premier  indicates  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  strengthen  the  Conciliation  Boards,  so  that 
there  may  be  less  occasion  for  carrying  appeals 
to  the  Arbitration  Court.  In  that  I  think  he 
is  quite  correct.  It  is  useless  to  expect,  where 
disagreements  have  occurred  between  em- 
ployers and  employed  which  have  been  car- 
ried the  length  of  a  rupture,  and  there  is  an 
appeal  open  from  the  first  public  trial,  that  the 
defeated  side  will  be  satisfied  unless  the  final 
remedy  be  sought.  I  belieye  the  Conciliation 
Boards,  which  are  the  Courts  of  first  instance, 
should  be  strengthened  so  as  to  make  them 
for  all  practical  purposes  the  first  and  last 
Court  of  arbitrament  on  the  subject  of  every 
trade  dispute.  Sir,  I  think  that  we  should 
have  the  highest  trained  intelligence  pre- 
siding over  the  Conciliation  Boards,  with 
carefully  selected  delegates  to  sit  and  de- 
cide upon  industrial  disputes;  and,  unless  I 
am  mistaken,  that  is  the  tribunal  which  should 
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•determine  snch  questions  as  are  sought  to  be 
•dealt  with  by  the  Eight  Hours  and  Master 
and  Apprentice  Bills.  It  is  folly  to  think  the 
Legislature  can,  on  questions  such  as  these, 
satisfactorily  determine  the  rules  which  must 
apply  to  the  whole  colony.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  subject  indicated  by  the  first  of  these 
measures :  We  have  practically  the  eight-hours 
system  in  force  in  the  colony ;  but  there  are 
many  ezceptioneJ  cases,  involving  many  and 
varying  conditions.  That  a  large  question  of 
this  kind,  with  its  infinite  adaptations  as  to 
different  trades  and  localities,  should  be  deter- 
mined by  a  general  law  is  surely  a  mistake. 
Let  the  Conciliation  Boards  be  so  strengthened 
as  to  make  their  decisions  on  these  and  alt 
other  subjects  of  dispute  arising  between  em- 
ployers and  employed  effective,  and  let  such 
questions  be  left  to  such  tribunals  to  adjust. 
It  will  probably  happen,  however,  that  Minis- 
ters will  insist  upon  their  Bill  being  proceeded 
with,  not  in  the  hope  of  passing  it— not  at  all 
— but  with  the  hope  of  further  deluding  the 
colony  into  the  belief  that  they  have  really 
eome  concern  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  of  course,  I  do 
not  expect  the  Premier  to  admit  that,  though 
be  has  admitted  a  good  deal  to-night  with 
reference  to  the  insecurity  of  property ;  and 
yet  I  take  leave  to  say  that  it  would  be  the 
severest  retaliation  upon  Ministers  to  let  them 
pass  the  Eight  Hours  Bill,  and  the  Master  and 
Apprentice  Bill,  and  other  Bills  of  that  kind, 
just  aa  they  are  introduced.  If  that  were  done, 
no  doubt  a  considerable  amount  of  confusion 
*nd  disaster  would  ensue ;  but  the  evils  would 
be  followed  very  speedily  by  a  retribution  which 
would  practically  efface  the  gentlemen  who 
were  responsible  for  such  legislation.  Now, 
let  US  come  to  the  third  of  the  alliterative 
hoads  under  which  I  have  divided  the  policy 
of  the  Finemcial  Statement.  I  have  touched 
on  "  Ijand  "  and  "  Labour  " ;  I  will  now  deal  very 
briefly  with  **  Language."  Certainly  this  Finan- 
cial Statement  excels  in  language.  I  hardly 
think  that  half  a  dozen  members  of  the  House 
have  read  the  Statement  through,  which  may 
explain  why  they  are  so  disinclined  to  debate  it. 
Those  who  have,  as  a  duty,  read  it  must  have 
been  impressed  with  its  "  penny-a-lining  "  cha- 
racter. Another  celebrity  who  dealt  largely  in 
language  was  Mrs.  Gamp,  and  the  right  honour- 
able and  learned  Premier  seems  on  this  occasion 
to  have  excelled  his  prototype.  Like  her,  he 
wields  an  immense  umbrella,  with  which  he 
thumps  the  table  and  raises  clouds  of  dust; 
but  there  is  nothing  in  it  after  all— when  ex- 
tended it  is  only  for  the  protection  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues.  And 
that  there  is  little  except  nonsense  under  the 
head  of  language  in  this  Statement  might  be 
proved  by  half  a  dozen  references.  Those  who 
take  part  in  a  debate  of  this  kind,  coming  a 
week  or  ten  days  after  the  delivery  of  the 
Statement  itself,  are  at  some  disadvantage  in 
following  the  criticisms  of  the  editors  of  the 
daily  papers,  who  leave  so  little  that  may  with 
effect  he  said  on  the  subject.    We  realise  that 


much  of  what  we  might  have  wished  to  express 
has  been  anticipated,  and  said  so  much  better 
in  the  leading  columns  of  the  Press.  The  pas- 
sage, for  instance,  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment discoursing  on  beet  -  root  sugar  is  the 
richest  in  humbug  that  probably  was  ever 
perpetrated  by  any  politician  in  any  country. 
Let  any  one  read  the  sentence  beginning 
with  the  word  *'  Germany  '*  and  ending  with 
"sugar-beet,"  and  probably  the  palm  would 
unhesitatingly  be  accorded  to  it  for  the  most 
utter  confusion,  not  only  of  grammar  and  of 
sense,  but  of  anything  ever  attempted  in  the 
shape  of  political  economy.  The  sentence 
might  have  been  one  of  those  exercises  which 
are,  I  believe,  sometimes  put  in  elementary 
schools,  when  a  sentence  is  deliberately  penned 
which  affronts  English  grammar,  with  a  view 
to  the  pupils  putting  it  right.  But  English 
grammar  is  the  least  of  the  offences  of  this 
sentence  ;  the  more  important  objection  is  that 
political  economy  is  simply  outraged.  I  will 
not  deal  with  the  subject  further  than  to 
notice  that  a  Bill  is  to  be  introduced  with  the 
intention  of  further  protecting — for  there  is 
considerable  protection  at  present— beet-root 
sugar  manufactured  in  the  colony,  and  that 
subsidies  are  to  be  granted 

Mr.  SEDDON.-- We  are  all  fond  of  sugar. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— We  are;  specially 
the  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches.  They 
propose  not  only  to  keep  up  the  protection  of 
locally  -  manufactured  sugar  to  the  extent 
of  a  jd.  per  pound  against  the  imported 
article,  but  they  also  propose  to  advance  up  to 
£20,000  as  equivalents  on  moneys  expended 
upon  land,  buildings,  and  plant.  These  are 
details  which  may,  no  doubt,  be  much  better 
discussed  when  the  Bill  comes  down.  The 
Government  have  a  habit  of  introducing  in  the 
Financial  Statement  some  details  of  projected 
measures  with  the  view  of  ascertainmg  what 
members  think  of  them,  so  that  they  may  be 
altered  in  the  Bills  which  afterwards  come 
down.  Then,  we  have  some  more  language 
on  page  17  with  reference  to  another  plant. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  how  the  name  should  be 
pronounced.  I  do  not  suppose  any  honour- 
able member  ever  heard  of  it  before  the 
Financial  Statement  introduced  the  name.  It 
is  the  rhea  or  ramie— perhaps,  the  **  rummy  ** 
plant  is  the  best  designation  of  it  to  adopt. 
It  is  described  as  an  "ineradicable  weed," 
but  it  is  now  recommended  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  farmers  of  New  Zealand  with  the 
view  to  their  expending  £4  per  acre  so  aa  to 
retiurn  something  like  £44  per  acre.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  will  see  that  this  is  far  better 
than  Klondyke,  where  a  lump  of  gold  is  con- 
sidered almost  worth  its  size  of  corned  beef. 
Here  we  have  a  far  more  mckgnificent  dream 
of  wealth,  for,  by  the  expenditure  of  £4,  the 
farmer  is  to  get  £44.  But,  reading  a  little 
further  on,  we  are  told  there  are  patent  rights 
to  be  dealt  with  before  the  magnificent  return 
can  be  realised,  and  it  will  not  have  surprised 
honourable  gentlemen  to  learn  that  some  agent 
representing  a  syndicate  waited  upon  the  right 
honourable  and  learned  Premier  when  he  was 
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in  London  and  apparently  converted  him  to 
the  view  of  inducing  the  colony,  if  not  to  boy 
these  patent  rights,  at  any  rate  to  encourage 
the  settlers  to  embark  their  capital  and  labour 
in  the  production  of  a  plant — it  is  a  **  plant," 
literally  a  *' plant  "—which  would  probably 
swell  the  coffers  of  the  syndicate  more  than  line 
the  pockets  of  the  settlers.  We  have  also  most 
expansive  language  in  reference  to  the  tropics 
—much  tropical  language  indeed,  as  to  steam- 
ship communication  with  the  Orient  and  with 
Oceana.  We  have  geography  and  statistics 
in  profusion,  although  mistakes  unfortunately 
occur  in  these  as  we  have  seen  occur  in  the 
more  important  Public  Accounts.  For  in- 
stance, there  is  no  such  island  as  **  Mildura," 
which  the  Premier  includes  with  Java.  The 
statistics  given  as  to  the  population  of  Java 
and  other  islands  are  for  1894,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  the  statistics  which  follow  in  respect  of 
other  places  named  are  not  for  1894,  but  for 
1891  or  thereabouts,  while  the  loosest  language 
is  employed  to  indicate  the  importance  of  fresh 
markets  in  Asia  and  the  islands  to  the  south. 
For  instance,  the  Premier  refers  to  the  popula- 
lation  of  Java  and  *'  adjacent  islands,"  al- 
though some  of  them  are  thirteen  hundred 
miles  away,  including,  as  the  computation 
does,  parts  of  Borneo  and  a  part  of  New 
Guinea— in  fact,  what  he  has  got  hold  of 
is  the  population  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies, 
which  he  refers  to  as  being  in  and  around 
Java  and  Madura.  These,  however,  are  some- 
what small  details  and  are  scarcely  worth 
attention.  To  reach  this  point  of  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  one  must  have  waded  through 
thirty  pages  of  matter  of  the  character  I  have 
indicated.  At  the  end  of  the  thirtieth  page  we 
come  to  the  subject  of  the  great  conferences  in 
which  the  Premier  has  recently  participated, 
and,  of  course,  we  had  reason  to  expect  some- 
thing important.  It  seems  such  a  long  time  to 
wade  through  dreary  matter  to  come  to  any- 
thing of  interest,  and  it  is  all  the  more  disap- 
pointing when  we  are  told  nothing  that  the 
newspapers  have  not  already  informed  us  upon 
much  more  accurately.  The  Premier  seems 
to  seriously  assume  that  the  subject  of  reci- 
procity between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
originated  with  himself.  Beading  his  narrative 
one  might  readily  suppose  that  the  history  of 
England  commenced  somewhere  about  the  end 
of  May  last,  when  he  landed  at  Liverpool, 
and  that  Canada  was  discovered  by  him  on 
the  way  thither.  This  conference  of  Pre- 
miers in  London  is  treated  as  having  first 
introduced  the  subject  of  the  denunciation,  as 
it  is  called — properly  it  should  be  called  the 
renunciation — of  the  treaties  with  Germany  and 
Belgium,  which  have  been  found  to  hamper  the 
bringing  into  force  of  differential  duties  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  Perhaps  the 
right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  will 
not  be  offended  if  I  remind  him  that  as  far 
back  as  1880  Canada  asked  the  Colonial  Office 
to  get  rid  of  the  treaties,  but  without  success. 
In  1887— the  Jubilee  year — South  Africa  pro- 
posed a  scheme  for  preferential  trading  which 
met  with  a  similar  fate  to  that  of  the  previous 
Mr.  O.  Hutch%$on 


proposal  by  Canada.  In  1892  Canada  again 
moved,  and  her  overtures  were  ignored.  In 
1894  the  Ottawa  Conference  recorded  its  be- 
lief in  the  advisability  of  a  Customs  arrange- 
ment between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
by  which  the  trade  within  the  Empire  might 
be  placed  on  a  more  favourable  footing  than 
that  carried  on  with  foreign  countries.  Again 
the  matter  was  shelved.  No  progress  seems  to 
have  been  made  till  last  year,  when,  at  the 
Congress  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the 
Empire,  Mr.  Chamberlain  declared  that  if  the 
colonies  came  with  proposals  they  would  be 
met  with  in  no  huckstering  spirit.  These  events 
all  preceded  the  conference  of  the  Premiers. 
In  fact,  what  the  Premiers  did  was  merely  to 
assist  what  one  or  two  of  the  colonies  of  the 
Empire  had  previously  been  endeavouring  to 
bring  about.  That  there  should  be  some 
change  in  this  direction  is  a  matter  on  which 
I  think  we  shall  all  agree.  The  subject  is  a 
large  one,  and  I  think  the  Premier  might  be 
expected  to  set  apart  some  special  occasion  on 
which  the  great  question  of  Federation  and 
commercial  interchange  between  the  Mother- 
country  and  the  great  colonies  of  the  Empire 
could  be  discussed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  a  Bill  coming  for- 
ward ;  it  is  on  tbe  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Very  well ;  on  that 
occasion  we  will  probably  have  an  opportunity 
of  considering  the  many  important  questions 
which  the  visit  of  the  Premiers  to  England 
may  have  brought  within  the  sphere  of  practi- 
cal politics,  and  which  are  undoubtedly  fraught 
with  momentous  issues  for  the  future  of  the 
Empire.  Before  I  conclude  I  desire  to  refer 
very  briefly  to  one  or  two  topics  opened  up  by 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  who  followed  the 
honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition  last  night. 
He  referred  to  the  Customs,  a  subject  also 
dealt  with  very  briefly  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment, where  the  Premier  resuscitates  the 
allegation  which  did  duty — no  doubt  effectiye 
duty— during  the  general  election,  that  the  re- 
vision of  the  Customs  tariff  in  1896  did  not 
materially  increase  the  taxation  on  the  workers 
of  the  colony.  I  have  endeavoured  last  session, 
and  in  the  short  session  of  this  year,  as  I  have 
endeavoured  also  this  session,  to  obtain  from  the 
Government  the  materials  which  would  give 
decisive  information  on  this  question.  That 
information  has  been  persistently  denied.  The 
Premier  has  continued  to  make  the  assertion 
that  there  was  practically  no  increase  of  taxa- 
tion on  tbe  necessaries  of  life,  and  that  one 
item  alone,  which  was  not  a  necessary,  repre- 
sented the  total  increase. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  told  you  there  was  an  in- 
crease  of  £82,000,  and  a  remission  of  £67,000. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.—I  have  the  passage 
before  me,  and  perhaps  I  had  better  auote  it, 
because  it  is  a  stat-ement  which  must  oe  chal- 
lenged. The  Premier  ought,  if  he  can,  to  sub- 
stantiate it.    Here  is  what  he  says, — 

"  The  total  increase  on  items  affected  by  the 
new  tariff  amounted  to  £82,000,  while  the  re- 
ductions and  concessions  reached  £67,000, 
leaving  a  net  increase  of  only  £15,000,  which 
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was  representod  by  the  increase  on  spirits 
alone." 

Now,  why  does  not  the  honourable  gentle- 
man giTe  us  the  details,  so  that  the  House  may 
know  the  trath  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Allen  gave  you  the  de- 
tails to-day. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Unfortunately  I  was 
not  able  to  be  present  this  afternoon.  Perhaps 
my  calculations  may  confirm  or  extend  those 
of  the  honourable  member.  The  figures  I  shall 
quote  are  from  the  statistical  returns  annually 
published  by  the  Registrar-General  under  the 
head  of  **Tiade  and  Interchange,"  but  I  protest 
that  honourable  members  should  not  be  left 
to  make  calculations  of  the  kind,  or  be  left  to 
compile  information  which  might  be  readily 
available  in  official  form.  As  it  is,  the  ne- 
cessary information  for  arriving  at  exact  con- 
clusions has  been  withheld  by  the  Government, 
presumably  because  it  would  not  suit  them  so 

g  OA  make  the  information  public.  There 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  making  the 
comparisons  as  to  the  different  amounts  re- 
omved  as  Customs  revenue  in  each  of  the  two 
last  years,  1895  and  1896,  but  for  the  changes 
which  occurred  daring  the  session  of  1895. 
The  total  amount  of  Customs  duties  collected 
for  1896  was  £1,767,851,  as  compared  with 
£1,620,028  for  1895,  showing  an  increase  in 
1896  of  £147,828.  But  in  the  revenue  for  1895 
there  are  unnecessarily  included  additions  and 
reductions  of  duties  as  the  result  of  the  legis- 
lation of  that  year,  which  should  be  taken 
into  account,  so  as  to  admit  of  a  true  com- 
parison with  the  succeeding  year,  in  which 
there  were  no  changes.  The  changes  effected 
in  the  latter  part  of  1895  were  somewhat  con- 
fusing and  remarkable.  There  were  no  less 
than  six  sets  of  resolutions  and  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  revision  of  the  tariff  during  the  session 
of  1895.  There  were  resolutions  embodying 
extensive  changes  brought  into  operation  im- 
mediately after  the  Financial  Statement  was 
delivered  on  the  18th  July.  There  were  other 
changes  on  the  14th  August,  more  on  the  18th 
September,  still  more  four  days  later,  a  fifth 
change  came  three  days  afterwards,  there  was 
a  sixth  a  week  later,  and  finally  the  Customs 
and  Excise  Bill,  with  still  further  alterations, 
was  passed  on  the  18th  October.  As  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  compute,  the  increases  con- 
sequent on  the  changes  during  the  session  of 
1895  represented  approximately  £17,000,  while 
ihe  decreases  were  very  slight.  Possibly  a  net 
increase  of  £15,000  within  the  remainder  of 
the  year  would  not  be  far  wrong.  Conse- 
quently, the  difference  between  the  Customs 
duties  collected  in  1895  and  1896  would 
amount  to  about  £162,000,  as  representing 
increased  taxation  in  1896  as  compared 
with  the  normal  taxation  in  1895.  This, 
however,  only  gives  the  increase  in  gross. 
It  was,  of  course,  desirable  to  go  further,  and 
ascertain  the  actual  changes  in  so  far  as  they 
atffected  taxation  on  those  articles  under  the 
tariff  which  are  in  daily  use  by  the  people.  I 
consequently  went  to  some  trouble  to  endea- 
vour to  ascertain  the  details,  with  the  result 


that  I  found  the  increases  in  1896  referable 
to  articles  in  daily  use  amounted  to  no  less 
than  £117,167. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  richt  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  disprove  what  I  say  by 
denying  what  I  have  stated.  Let  him  lay  on 
the  table  the  return  I  have  asked  for  so  often : 
that  would  settle  the  dispute.  The  investiga- 
tions I  made  disclosed  some  extraordinary 
changes,  which  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer  to. 
No  doubt  spirits  were  responsible  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  increase,  but  not  so 
much  as  stated  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
The  true  amount,  approximately,  was  £11,264. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— It  is  over  £15,000. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  honourable 
gentleman  must  pardon  me.  I  regret  I  cannot 
accept  his  statements;  more  especially  must 
that  be  so  when  he  refuses  to  give  the  official 
detfidls  which  are  accessible  to  him,  and  which 
ought  to  be  accessible  to  the  country.  I  say  the 
increase  of  duty  on  spirits  in  1896  under  the 
revision  of  the  tariff  in  1895  was  £11,264. 
Some  people  think  spirits  are  necessaries ;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  spirits  form  an  im- 
portant branch  of  trade,  and  the  increase  means 
further  taxation.  Passmg  to  some  other  items, 
I  found  that  tobacco  showed  the  greatest 
difference  of  all,  the  increase  being  £17,432. 
"  Cotton  piece-goods,"  which  I  think  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  must  admit  to  be  within 
the  category  of  necessaries  to  the  humbler 
classes  of  the  community,  showed  an  increase 
in  taxation  of  £14,215.  **  Drapery  "  also  was 
made  to  yield  a  considerable  increase,  and 
machinery  was  made  to  bear  even  a  greater 
revenue.  One  significant  change  may  not  be 
uninteresting :  the  duty  on  imported  beer  was 
increased  in  1895  to  Is.  6d.  the  gallon.  The 
excise  duty,  however,  on  beer  manufactured  in 
the  colony  was  left  unaltered  at  Sd.  the  gallon. 
The  result  was  that,  while  there  was  less  beer 
imported  in  1896,  there  was  a  great  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  beer  manufactured  in  the  colony. 
The  revision  of  the  tariff  operated. heavily  m 
favour  of  the  brewers  in  the  colony.  In  1896 
there  was  less  beer  imported  by  83,000  gallons, 
but  there  was  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  no  less  than  466,560  gallons  manu- 
factured in  the  colony.  That  meant,  by  a  rough 
but  safe  calculation,  that  this  chiuige  in  the 
tfiuriff  resulted  approximately  in  half  a  million 
of  money  being  put  into  the  pockets  of  a  few 
monopolists.  Another  significant  change  oc- 
curred with  reference  to  matches.  The  duty 
on  vestas  was  raised  admittedly  for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  one  local  industry— the  meanest 
industry  that  could  be  encouraged,  having 
regard  to  the  miserable  wages  paid  and  the 
deteriorating  effects  of  the  work.  One  foreign 
monopolist  company  was  protected,  with  the 
result  of  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  colony  in  one 
year  of  £6,230.  That  amount  had  better  been 
paid  to  Bell  and  Company  (Limited),  of  Lon- 
don, by  a  cheque  on  the  Treasury,  for  the 
people  thereby  would  have  been  left  to  buy 
their  matches  at  a  saving  of  much  more 
than    that    amount,    while    the    employment 
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of  a  few  girls  at  wretched  wages,  and  two 
or  three  meohanics,  represent  the  more 
than  doubtful  gain  to  industry  in  our  midst. 
The  lesson  of  the  tariff  is  a  very  melancholy 
one.  If  honourable  members  will  look  up 
these  statistical  returns  showing  the  par- 
ticulars of  our  imports,  they  will  find  that  the 
Customs  duties  amount  nearly  to  25  per  cent, 
on  the  value  of  the  whole  of  the  goods  imported 
into  this  colony.  The  actual  figures  for  1896 
are  :  Value  of  all  goods  imported,  exclusive  of 
specie,  £7,035,379;  amount  of  duty  collected, 
£1,767,851.  That  is  within  an  ace  of  25  per 
cent,  all  over.  If  we  consider  that  a  large 
amount  of  duty  is  paid  on  goods  taken  into 
stock,  to  be  held  for  considerable  periods  before 
distribution,  for  which  iuterest  must  be  charged, 
besides  the  profits  of  both  importers,  middle- 
men, and  retailers  being  calculated  on  the  gross 
value  after  the  duties  have  been  paid,  the 
conclusion  is  probably  not  under  the  mark  if 
we  reckon  that  our  Customs  duties  represent 
an  average  tax  of  £33  on  every  £100  of  goods 
imported.  I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  such  indirect  taxation  will  be  largely 
reduced.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is 
sincere  in  his  expressed  desire  for  federation 
and  differential  duties  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  we  may  expect  a  very  large 
decrease  in  the  Customs  duties  within  the  next 
two  or  three  years.  In  the  place  of  these  duties, 
to  which  the  expected  decrease  would  apply, 
there  will  probably  be  more  than  an  adequate 
increase  on  the  land-tax  upon  the  new  valua- 
tions which  may  be  expected  to  be  in  foroe 
before  another  year  is  over.  As  pointed  out 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin  the 
other  evening,  if  the  directions  given  to  the 
valuers  as  to  the  basis  of  ascertaining  the  un- 
improved value  of  land  are  followed  and  sus- 
tained, the  valuations  will  manifestly  be  much 
higher  than  at  present,  while,  I  presume,  the 
Government  will  still  desire  to  levy  the  same 
rate  of  taxation  as  at  present.  If  that  be  so, 
it  must  be  a  very  large  increase  in  direct  taxa- 
tion, which  maybe  expected  to  be  accompanied 
by  a  corresponding,  if  not  a  greater,  decrease  in 
indirect  taxation  through  the  Customs  duties. 
Perhaps,  before  I  pass  from  the  subject  of  the 
revision  of  the  tanff,  I  may  refer  to  one  other 
item  which  will  illustrate  the  ill-considered 
action  of  the  Government  ii^  dealing  with  the 
tariff  in  1895.  The  Government  interfered  in 
the  most  curious  manner  with  the  duty  on  tea. 
Under  the  resolutions  of  the  80th  July  the  duty 
on  bulk  tea  was  raised  to  5d.  per  pound.  On  the 
13th  September  the  duty  was  reduced  generally 
to  3d. ;  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month  it  was 
raised  again  to  5d.,  and  on  the  18th  it  was  re- 
duced to  4d.  During  the  three  days  when  the 
duty  stood  at  3d.  a  few  merchants  landed  splen- 
did profits.  But  the  result  to  the  consumers 
has  never  been  advantageous.  Besides  the  de- 
crease of  revenue  in  1896  as  compared  with 
the  normal  duty  in  1895,  which  amounted  to 
JB20  OOP 

Mr.  SEDDON.— £32,000. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— £20,000  on  the  baeis 
I  have  indicated,  and  it  would  be  all  the  worse. 
Mr.  O,  Hutchison 


if  the  loss  was  £82,000 ;  but  I  think  my  figures- 
are  correct.  Whatever  the  loss  in  revenue,  the 
result  of  the  change  in  the  tariff  has  been  that 
less  tea  has  been  since  imported.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty  has 
given  a  better  article,  if  not  as  good  an  article 
at  a  lower  price.  The  statistics  indicate  that 
neither  proposition  is  true. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  An  improved  quality  haa 
often  been  imported. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 
Value  is  the  test  of  quality.  The  statistics 
show  that  not  only  has  less  tea  been  im- 
ported, but  that  what  has  been  imported  is 
worthless,  and  the  quantity  entered  for 
home  consumption  is  less.  This  is  confirmed 
by  the  annual  return  recently  laid  on  the 
table,  SiS  to  articles  of  daily  consumption, 
which  gives  the  consumption  of  tea  in  1895  as 
6*04  pounds  per  head,  as  oompared  with  5*88- 
pounds  in  1896. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — They  have  taken  to  beer. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  appears  to  have 
been  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  But  now  my  time  is  almost  up,, 
and  I  am  rather  astonished  that  I  have,  in 
dealing  with  the  Financial  Statement,  been 
able  to  speak  for  nearly  an  hour,  I  think  we 
may  expect  that  here  extremes  will  have  met*, 
and  that  from  this,  the  most  prolix  and  empty 
Budget  yet  presented  to  the  colony,  we  may  hope 
to  pass  next  year  to  one  that  will  be  brief,  and 
contain  some  information  as  to  our  financea^- 
In  conclusion,  I  would  point  to  the  distinctive 
features  of  the  Government  as  Insincerity  and 
Insecurity.  We  who  here  stand  for  oautioua 
legislation,  for  development  of  praotical  ends 
by  careful  means — pledged  to  secure  to  every 
man  the  rewards  of  his  industry  and  persever- 
ance,— pledged  to  the  broadening  of  every 
avenue  of  industrial  progress, — we  who  stand 
here,  in  short,  for  safety,  distrust  and  detest 
the  restless  and  confusing  schemes  of  the 
Government.  The  colony  has  suffered.  More- 
have  been  disappointed  than  encouraged.  We 
on  this  side  of  the  House  never  expected  much 
from  the  promises  of  the  Government ;  but 
many  did,  and  their  disappointment  must  now 
be  great.  In  response  to  their  complaints. 
Ministers  make  more  demands  on  their  cre- 
dulity. More  fools  they  if  they  submit  i 
It  is  related  of  a  recent  politician,  who 
had  encouraged  great  hopes,  that  when  the 
people  complained,  as  they  felt  they  had  a 
right  to  do,  that  their  liberty  was  beoomiug 
more  restricted,  and  the  promised  freedom 
more  remote,  he  replied,  **  How  can  you  ex- 
pect me  to  give  you  freedom  if  you  do  not  give 
me  absolute  power?"  This  has  beoome  the 
attitude  of  the  Premier.  Those  who  are  dis- 
appointed with  the  results  of  his  administra- 
tion complain  that  they  have  been  deceived. 
He  replies,  *'Give  me  more  power."  Too 
truly  is  it  that  he  has  arrogated  already  Ux> 
much  power,  so  that  liber^  itself  is  jeopar- 
dizedi  But  the  intelligence  of  the  country  will 
not  much  longer  be  imposed  upon.  For  a  time 
its  better  aspirations  may  be  repressed,  its  most 
valued  interests  may  be  attacked,  and  its  most 
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earnest  efforts  driven  back ;  but  these  forces  will 
rally  on  some  central  principle  which  they  will 
defend  with  the  energy  of  despair,  and,  com- 
bining with  other  forces,  awaked  to  a  common 
danger,  will  hurl  back  such  attacks,  now  de- 
▼eloping  in  the  direction  of  land-nationalisation 
and  confiscation. 

Mr.  GILFEDDBR.— Sir,  it  has  given  me, 
and  also,  I  believe,  many  other  members  of 
this  Honse,  very  mnch  pleasure  indeed  to 
listen  to  the  eloquent  gentleman  who  has  just 
cesumed  his  seat.  In  his  opening  remarks  the 
bonoorable  member  for  Patea  avowed  that  he 
had  always  been  a  Liberal.  His  remarks,  I 
most  say,  on  this  occasion  were  the  most 
liberal  I  have  heard  from  that  honourable 
gentleman,  and  I  believe  weft  of  the  most 
liberal  character  that  have  ever  emanated  from 
that  side  of  the  House.  He  said,  towards  the 
ooDclusion  of  his  speech,  that  he  was  surprised 
that  he  had  succeeded  in  speaking  an  hour  on 
the  Financial  Statement.  I  think  we  are  all 
surprised.  I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  simply  trying  to  speak  against  time,  and, 
no  doubt,  as  he  eyed  wistfully  the  clock  op- 
posite him  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  hands  had  ceased  to  go  round.  It  was 
once  said  of  a  celebrated  ecclesiastic  that 
be  was  quite  at  home  either  in  singing  a 
song  or  in  preaching  a  sermon.  Sir,  I  think 
wa  are  all  quite  satisfied  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  has  not  to-night  sung  a 
song,  but  I  do  not  think  we  are  at  all  satisfied 
that  he  did  not  preach  a  sermon.  Any  one  who 
listened  to  the  concluding  portion  of  his  re- 
marks must  have  felt  that  he  was  preaching  a 
sermon  to  the  Liberals  of  this  Honse,  and  no 
doubt  they  will  profit  by  the  sermon  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  so  pathetically 
preached  to-night.  The  honourable  member, 
who  has  called  himself  a  Liberal,  and  is  no 
doubt  proud  of  the  name,  is  typical  of  those 
gentlemen  who,  prior  to  the  last  election, 
avowed  on  the  hustings  in  different  parts  of 
the  colony  that  they  were  the  true-bom  Libe- 
rals—  that  they  were  in  reality  the  Liberal 
party  in  this  colony,  and  that  those  who  had 
formulated  the  policy  that  has  found  so  much 
faTonr  in  the  country  were  not  Liberals  at  all.  In 
one  part  of  New  Zealand  there  was  a  candidate 
with  a  greater  amount  of  stamina  and  backbone 
than  Conservative  candidates  usually  possess, 
and  he  had  the  courage  to  stand  on  the  platform 
and  declare  he  was  a  thorough-going  Conserva- 
tive, and  was  really  proud  of  the  name.  There 
are  very  few,  unfortunately,  of  such  men  in 
New  Zealand,  who  will  appear  in  their  true 
colours  and  declare  that  they  belong  to  the 
school  of  Conservatism,  and  are  prepared  to 
formulate  a  policy  of  their  own.  It  is  scarcely 
an  edifying  or  pleasant  thin^;  to  see  these 
gentlemen  pander  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
working  classes  of  people  in  the  colony,  and 
try  to  obtain  seats  in  this  House  by  calling 
themselves  Liberals.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  of  the  Fabian  Society,  of  land- 
nationalisation  and  confiscation,  and  he  dealt 
afterwards  with  grammar  and  arithmetic.  He 
considered  that  the  Financial  Statement  was 


scarcely  the  product  of  a  fourth  or  fifth 
class  schoolboy.  No  doubt  he  perceived  a 
printer's  error  on  page  7  of  this  Statement. 
"  Public  Works  Fund  :  Balance,  £167,863. 
Proportion  of  £250,000,  Aid  to  Public  Works, 
&o.  Loan,  to  be  received,  £125,000."  These 
added  together  give  a  total  of  £282,863.  A 
typical  or  printer's  error  has  substituted  *'  3  " 
for  *'  2."  This  is  a  very  small  thing,  especially 
when  we  consider  that  the  honourable  member 
himself  made  an  error  scarcely  so  excusable. 
In  speaking  of  the  Customs  he  pointed  out  the 
fact  that  the  duties  on  spirits  had  increased 
within  the  last  three  years.  I  will  give  the 
figures:  In  1894  the  duty  on  spirits  came  to 
£338,457 ;  in  1895  they  came  to  £340,972 ;  and 
in  1896,  £362,923 ;  consequently  the  difference 
between  the  amount  received  in  1896  and  1895 
was  not  £11,951,  as  stated  by  tlie  honourable 
gentleman,  but  £21,951 ;  from  which  it  may  be 
seen  that  the  honourable  gentleman  made  a 
mistake  in  his  subtraction,  and  put  a  <*  1  "ii* 
stead  of  a  **  2." 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— 1895  includes  addi- 
tional taxation. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER— The  taxation  was  the 
same  as  in  1896.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the 
national  debt  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much. 
The  net  debt  increased  during  the  year  to  the 
amount  of  £1,280,425 ;  from  1891  to  1897  the 
increase  has  been  £5,586,268,  but  nevertheless 
we  had  a  decrease  of  interest  and  sinking  fund 
of  from  £1,890.116  to  £1,709,469,  or  a  deprease 
of  £180,647.  The  average  increase  of  the  debt 
from  1887  to  1891  was  £1,492,373,  whereas 
the  average  from  1891  to  1897  has  been  but 
£790,895.  Consequently  the  present  Liberal 
Administration  has  been  by  all  means  more 
economical  than  the  Administration  from  1887 
to  1891.  And  what  is  more  gratifying  to  find  is 
the  fact  that  most  of  this  increase  in  indebted- 
ness is  more  than  reproductive — instead  of 
returning  the  interest  paid  on  the  money,  it 
is  returning  that  interest  with  a  margin  to 
spare.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  prosperity 
01  the  colony,  there  are  many  indications 
of  material  progress  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. It  is  all  very  well  for  honourable 
gentlemen  to  stand  up  and  say  there  is  nothing 
to  criticize  in  the  Statement  when  they  mean 
that  there  is  very  little  to  find  fault  with,  and 
it  is  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  find  the  mem- 
bers on  the  Opposition  benches  adopt  such  a 
moderate  tone  and  display  such  inability  to 
attack  the  Statement  in  any  effective  matter. 
It  must  be  gratifying  to  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  find  that  the  Financial 
Statement  has  met  with  so  little  adverse  criti- 
cism— indeed,  you  can  scarcely  call  it  criticism 
-—as  it  has  met  on  this  occasion.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  referred  to  the  railways,  and  told 
us  last  evening  that  the  railways  were  being 
starved — that  the  condition  and  efficiency  of 
the  railways  were  not  being  maintained.  I 
will  quote  a  few  figures  regarding  the  railway 
administration  for  the  last  few  years.  The 
revenue  for  this  year  has  been  £1,286,158,  an 
increase  on  last  year  of  £108,117 ;  the  expendi- 
ture   increased    during    the    same  period  by- 
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£37,686,  the  balance  of  reoeipts  over  expendi- 
ture being  £497,104,  which  gives  £8  Ss.  lOd. 
by  way  of  interest  on  the  actual  cost  of  the 
railways— namely,  £15,577,392.  I  think  this 
is  eminently  satisfactory;  but  we  will  go  a 
little  farther  to  show  the  expenditure  in  main- 
taining the  efBioiency  of  these  lines.  In  1880-81 
we  find  that  the  revenue  was  £836,454  and  the 
expenditure  was  £521,957 ;  in  the  year  1890-91 
the  revenue  was  £1,121,701,  and  the  expendi- 
ture £700,703;  in  1896-97  the  revenue  was 
£1,286,158,  while  the  expenditure  was  £789,054. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  gave  credit  last 
evening  to  the  Minister  for  Railways  for  his  able 
railway  administration,  and  I  think  all  will  agree 
with  me  in  saying  that  the  Minister  is  deserving 
of  all  the  credit  given  him  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  was  also  generous  in  his  remarks 
regarding  Mr.  Bonayne.  I  will  quote  from  Mr. 
Bonayne  and  other  officials  of  the  department 
with  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  railways 
at  the  present  time.     Mr.  Bonayne  says : — 

*'New  carriage  and  wagon  stock  is  being 
built  as  quickly  as  possible  so  as  to  acoonmio- 
date  the  increasing  traffic  and  to  meet  the 
demands  for  quick  despatch.  The  expenditure 
on  maintenance  increases.  A  sum  of  £19,888 
has  been  spent  on  the  track  over  and  above  the 
amount  spent  last  year.  This  item  of  expendi- 
ture must  continue  to  increase  for  some  years 
to  come  if  the  road  is  to  be  improved  and 
maintained  in  a  state  of  efficiency." 

Mr.  Rotheram,  of  the  Locomotive  Depart- 
ment, says : — 

**The  locomotives,  carriages,  wagons,  vans, 
cranes,  tarpaulins,  machinery,  and  general 
plant  have  been  maintained  in  a  thoroughly 
efficient  condition,  and  at  every  opportunity 
various  improvements  have  been  effected  to 
both  locomotives  and  rolling-stock." 

Mr.  Lowe  reports  as  follows : — 

**  The  lines  nave  been  maintained  in  good 
running-order.  There  have  been  34  miles 
and  62  chains  of  permanent -way  renewed. 
Kew  sleepers  to  the  number  of  243,398 
have  been  laid  in  the  track  during  the 
year.  Of  that  total  82,810  are  an  additional 
number  laid  per  rail-length,  the  balance  being 
ordinary  renewals.  These  represent  104  sleepers 
per  mile  of  railway.'* 

Now,  with  regard  to  our  trade,  what  do  we 
find  ?  Our  commercial  relations  with  the 
United  States  are  as  follows:  In  1887  the 
total  trade  was  £708,216,  and  exports  repre- 
sented a  percentage  of  57*8  ;  in  1891  the  trade 
was  £877,088,  with  exports  representing  58*7  ; 
in  1896  it  was  £819,429,  with  exports  repre- 
senting  39*8.  The  ratio  of  exports  to  the  total 
trade  fell  from  58'7  to  only  39*8  ;  consequently 
the  balance  of  trade  is  becoming  unfavourable 
to  us.  During  last  year  the  imports  from  New 
South  Wales  were  £486,871,  and  the  exports  to 
that  colony  were  £641,175 ;  consequently  with 
that  colony  the  balance  of  trade  is  very  much 

Q^       in  our  favour.    Our  exports  to  Vio- 

^'^'      toria  have  been  valued  at  £562,665, 

while    our   imports    from    that    colony  were 

£848,858 ;  consequently  with  that  colony  also 

our  trade  has  considerably  increased,  and  the 

Mr,  Oilfedder 


balance  is  in  our  favour  as  well.  Now,  Sir,  I 
come  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
I  will  deal  first  of  all  with  the  dairy  industry. 
It  is  pleasing  indeed  to  learn  that  the  daiiying 
industiy  in  New  Zealand  has  improved  as  it 
has  done  for  the  last  few  years.  We  have  had 
combination,  and  have  looked  after  markets 
on  the  other  side  and  in  the  Home-country. 
What  we  ifant  is  organization  and  co-operation 
so  as  to  drive  our  trade  in  the  Home  market. 
We  are  a  considerable  distance  away.  We 
require  reduced  freights  and  quick  despatch, 
in  order  to  take  advantage  of  any  rise  in  price. 
The  Government  have  come  to  our  assistance, 
and  the  result  is  a  great  improvement  in  the 
dairying  industry,  and  a  considerably  increased 
volume  in  the  export  of  dairy  produce.  Much 
has  yet  to  be  done.  The  Danes  have  brought 
their  dairying  pursuits  almost  to  a  state  of 
perfection.  With  them  it  is  a  matter  of 
almost  life  and  death,  for  their  country  is 
ill  adapted  for  any  other  industry.  Here  we 
have  a  number  of  pursuits  to  which  we  oan 
devote  our  attention  and  our  energies.  The 
Danes  have  organization  and  co-operation, 
and  look  after  their  industry  in  every  possible 
way.  Therefore  they  obtain  the  best  prices 
ruling  for  their  butter  and  cheese.  It  is 
pleasing  to  know  that  recently  we  received 
almost  as  good  prices  for  some  of  our  dairy 
produce  as  those  obtained  by  the  Danes.  New 
Zealand  has  many  natural  advantages  to  make 
it  a  fine  dairy  producing  country.  We  have  a 
good  climate,  excellent  pasturage,  ready  means 
of  communication;  we  are  not  far  from  the 
seaboard,  and,  compared  with  the  Danes,  we 
do  not  require  to  go  in  for  winter  feed  as  thay 
do,  and  stall-feeding,  with  the  expense  of  bams 
and  sheds.  In  1881  there  were  only  seventy- 
four  dairy  factories  in  this  colony,  now  there  are 
288  dairy  factories.  A  little  is  still  required 
to  be  done  in  the  way  of  inspection  of  daiiy 
factories  and  in  grading  our  produce,  so  that 
we  shall  have  a  uniform  quality  of  butter  or 
cheese  to  send  to  the  Home  market.  In  New 
Zealand  it  is  very  difficult,  when  you  go  into 
a  store,  to  obtain  any  good  local  dairy  produce. 
If  we  ask  for  a  pound  of  butter  or  cheese 
it  will  generally  be  of  indifferent  quality.  Let 
us  bring  it  up  to  as  near  the  standard  of  per- 
fection as  possible,  and  let  us  have  a  uniform 
quality,  so  that  consumers  in  every  part  of  the 
globe  can  reasonably  expect  to  get  a  first-class 
article  when  they  ask  for  a  pound  of  New 
Zealand  butter  or  cheese.  Now  I  come  to  the 
question  of  land-settlement,  and  before  the 
advent  to  office  of  the  present  Administration 
we  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  indeed  in  ob- 
taining land  cheaply  in  this  colony. 

Captain  BUSSBLL.— No. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB.  — The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  says  "  No ; "  but  after  a  few  years,  at 
the  rate  things  were  going,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  the  rising  generation  or  those 
with  limited  means  to  obtain  a  holding  at 
all.  Fortunately  the  Government  have  come 
to  the  rescue  and  have  placed  a  large  number 
of  people  on  the  land,  and  thus  enabled  tham 
to  make  a  livelihood  for  themselves.     It    is 
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{ileasiog  to  know,  as  stated  in  the  Budget,  that 
the  number  of  small  holdings  is  increasing. 
I  have  a  list  which  will  show  what  I  mean. 
From  1888  to  1891  the  average  number  of 
selectors  per  year  was  2,584,  the  average  num- 
ber of  acres  taken  up  during  each  year  2,874,407, 
and  the  average  price  per  year  received  for  this 
number  of  acres  £348,913.  Taking  the  period, 
then,  from  1891  to  1897,  we  find  an  average  of 
2,675  selectors,  with  an  average  of  1,964,826 
acres,  which  is  considerably  less  than  the 
average  of  the  preceding  year,  so  far  as  land 
is  concerned,  but  bringing  in  £352,423  per 
annum.  From  these  figures  I  think  it  is 
quite  apparent  that  the  policy  of  land-settle- 
ment has  progressed  as  favourably  as  could 
have  been  expected,  if  not  more  so.  I  have 
come  to  another  point,  with  regard  to  rabbits — 
a  part  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Well, 
Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Rabbit  Department.  I  think  it  is  a  mistake 
to  have  a  Rabbit  Department  at  all.  We 
find  that  the  rabbit,  in  many  parts  of  the 
colony,  instead  of  being  a  nuisance,  is  a  boon 
to  the  working-classes  especially.  We  find  it 
is  a  marketable  commodity.  In  the  denseljr- 
populated  towns  at  Home  and  on  the  Conti- 
nent it  is  looked  upon  as  a  delicacy.  In  South- 
land they  have  been  exporting  frozen  rabbits 
at  the  rate  of  fifty  thousand  per  day.  These 
were  selling  in  the  Home-country  at  8d.  to  9d. 
apiece.  The  rabbit  -  trappers  obtained  from 
5id.  to  7d.  per  pair,  so  that  we  can  infer  a 
large  number  of  rabbiters  made  good  wages, 
and  the  rabbits  were  exterminated  more 
speedily  and  effectively  than  they  would  by 
the  rabbit  agents  and  poisoning.  The  sum  of 
£13,160  was  spent  last  year  on  the  Rabbit  De- 
partment. I  say,  do  away  with  it  almost 
entirely,  and  let  the  railways  give  facilities 
for  sending  away  the  rabbits.  I  am  convinced 
that  we  could  open  up  a  good  market  in  the 
Home-country.  Out  of  this  £13,160,  if  the 
amount  of  £10,000  were  expended  by  the 
Government  in  giving  facilities  to  open  up 
markets  for  the  rabbits,  and  for  getting  them 
away  as  quickly  as  possible,  there  would 
still  be  £3,160  to  the  good,  and  no  doubt 
we  could  develop  a  very  good  rabbit  trade 
with  that  sum.  Somebody  might  say  that  the 
sheep  returns  paid  for  the  Rabbit  Inspectors, 
but  such  is  not  the  case,  because  £9,200  was 
voted  last  year  towards  the  salaries  of  Sheep 
Inspectors.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  about  which  a  large  number  of 
persons  in  this  colony  and  in  this  House  had 
their  misgivings  a  few  years  ago,  has  turned  out 
as  well  and  favourably  as  it  has  done.  The 
Pomahaka  Estate  is  turning  out  to  advantage, 
and  we  shall  find  before  very  long  that  the 
Otahu  Estate  will  prove  a  financial  success. 
Ifow  1  come  to  the  point  with  regard  to 
scenery,  which  in  New  Zealand  is  most  mag- 
nificent. The  Qovemment  deserve  every  credit 
for  giving  facilities  to  tourists  to  see  our  lake 
and  mountain  scenery.  Something  still  re- 
mains to  be  done  in  the  way  of  opening  up 
communication  between  the  different  places, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Government  will 


for  a  year  or  two  carry  out  the  policy  of 
developing  the  scenic  resources  of  New  Zealand. 
Tourists  have  come  to  view  what  can  be  seen, 
and  have  all  been  favourably  improssed  with 
the  sights  we  can  present  to  them  in  New 
Zealand.  Our  mineral  springs  bid  fair  to  make 
New  Zealand  the  sanatorium  of  the  world. 
Let  us  in  imagination  visit  the  Northern 
Hemisphere,  and  view  the  beauties  of  nature. 
Let  us  go  to  the  Continent  of  Europe.  First 
we  visit  Switaerland,  with  its  towering  snow- 
clad  heights,  rising  from  the  placid  waters  of 
the  beautiful  lakes  in  that  country.  We  visit 
the  mineral  waters  of  Germany,  and  the 
picturesque  fiords  of  Norway ;  thence  we  cross 
to  Scotland,  with  its  lakes  and  hills  and  deUs, 
immortalised  by  the  tretditions  and  romances 
of  a  patriotic  race.  After  paying  a  visit  to 
the  beautiful  lakes  of  Eillarney,  we  cross  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  see  Niageura.  We  next 
cross  the  Rocky  Moimtains,  go  down  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  see  the  picturesque  Yosemite  Val- 
ley. We  have  here  in  New  Zealand  lake  and 
mountain  scenery  unequalled  by  any  of  these. 
I  say  there  aro  none  of  the  lakes  in  Switzerland 
which  will  compare  with  the  beautiful  lakes  of 
New  Zealand.  Niagara  itself  is  dwarfed  in 
heiffht  when  compared  with  the  Sutherland 
Falls ;  and  the  fiords  of  Norway  will  have  to  tflkke 
second  place  when  compared  with  the  magnifi- 
cent fiords  on  the  west  coast  of  the  South 
Island.  The  Governments  of  other  countries, 
and  especially  of  Switzerland,  make  the  most  of 
their  scenery.  We  should  endeavour  to  attract 
the  tourist  traffic  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe 
to  this  colony.  Much  also  romains  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  acclimatisation,  and  I  believe 
that  in  a  few  years  we  will  have  the  red  deer 
and  chamois  boimding  from  crag  to  crag  on  the 
mountain-sides  in  New  Zealand.  Now  I  come 
to  the  question  of  mining.  The  value  of  the 
gold  exported  from  New  Zealand  last  year  was 
£1,041,428.  In  1890  the  value  of  gold  was 
dg751,360.  From  1891  up  to  the  present  time 
thero  has  been  an  increase  in  the  value  of  this 
export,  in  round  numbers,  of  £300,000.  That 
is  eminently  satisfactory.  Last  year,  out  of 
the  million  borrowed,  the  sum  of  £200,000 
was  devoted  towards  developing  the  mineral 
resources  of  the  colony.  I  say,  that  money 
was  very  well  spent  indeed.  It  is  only  a  pity 
we  had  not  another  £50,000  to  spend  in 
opening  up  tracks,  and  in  helping  to  develop 
the  mmeral  resouroes  of  the  colony.  We 
require  to  give  aid  to  prospectors  to  enable 
them  to  go  into  the  back  parts  of  the 
country,  and  thoroughly  explore  the  auri- 
ferous districts.  Our  export  of  gold  is  a  very 
considerable  item  of  our  exports,  and  it  should 
be  the  endeavour  of  the  Government  in  every 
possible  way  to  increase  the  output  of  this 
mineral.  With  regard  to  coal,  we  produced 
in  1890  748,336  tons,  whilst  in  1896  the 
output  rose  to  894,607  tons  —  a  marked  in- 
crease. But,  notwithstanding  that  increase, 
we  are  still  importing  large  quantities  of  coal 
from  Newcastle.  This  should  not  be  when 
we  have  such  large  coal  deposits  in  New 
Zealand.    However,  it  is  pleasing  to  see  that 
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the  quantity  imported  is  yearly  decreasing, 
whilst  the  output  of  coal  from  our  mines  is 
annually  increasing.  Now  I  come  to  the 
Government  advances  to  settlers.  Honourable 
members  will  remember  that  a  very  few  years 
ago  it  was  a  difficult  thing  for  a  farmer  to 
obtain  money  wherewith  to  work  his  farm  at 
less  than  from  6  to  8  per  cent.  In  fact,  the 
honourable  member  for  Oamaru  says  the 
farmer  would  be  fortunate  if  he  could  get  the 
money  at  6  per  cent.  I  remember  a  case, 
after  the  Qovernment  had  established  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office,  in  which  a 
farmer  had  a  mortgage  of  £2,000,  for  which  he 
was  paying  7  per  cent.,  or  £140  per  annum. 
He  communicated  with  the  Qovernment,  and 
asked  them  to  lend  him  £2,000  to  pay  off  the 
mortgage,  he,  of  course,  paying  a  lower  rate 
of  interest — 5  per  cent.,  with  a  sinking  fund. 
While  negotiations  were  pending  with  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Office  the  agent  of  the 
firm  from  whom  he  had  borrowed  the  money 
came  to  him  and  offered  to  reduce  his  interest 
to  5J  per  cent.,  or  £110  a  year — making  a  differ- 
ence of  £S0.  The  farmer  accepted  the  pro- 
posal and  closed  his  negotiations  with,  the 
Government  department.  I  may  say  that  if 
he  had  a  seat  in  this  House  he  would  sit  on 
the  Opposition  benches,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  he  is  a  real,  staunch,  out-and-out  Con- 
servative. Although,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  the  Government  he  obtained  a  decrease 
in  his  interest,  still,  so  far  from  giving  the 
GoTemment  any  credit  for  it,  he  is  just  as 
staunch  a  Conservative  as  ever,  and  loses  no 
opportunity  of  running  down  the  Government. 
Now  I  come  to  the  important  point  of  the  old- 
age  pensions.  That  subject  has  been  dealt  with 
at  some  length  by  a  number  of  honourable 
members  who  have  preceded  me.  I  say  it 
will  stand  to  our  credit  in  this  rising  sjid 
progressive  colony  if  we  can  see  our  way  to 
establish  such  a  scheme.  New  Zealand  is 
looked  upon  by  other  colonies,  and  even  by 
the  countries  of  Europe,  as  being  in  the  van 
of  legislative  progress.  It  will  redound  to  our 
credit  if  we  can  solve  this  very  difficult  ques- 
tion. This  problem  is  at  the  present  time 
exercising  the  minds  of  statesmen  in  the  Old 
World,  and  I  repeat,  if  we  can  devise  a  solution 
of  the  question,  we  shall  have  done  something 
wonderful  indeed.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  p«ts8 
a  resolution  to  give  pensions  to  all  our  colonists 
of  twenty  years  standing  who  have  attained  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  who  have  not  an 
income  of  £1  a  week.  The  great  question  is, 
Where  is  the  money  to  come  from  ?  it  will  take, 
no  doubt,  a  quarter  of  a  million  per  annum  to 
start  with.  Under  the  Act  of  last  year  about 
eight  thousand  valid  claims  were  sent  in.  A 
great  number  of  persons,  no  doubt,  neglected 
to  send  in  their  claims,  knowing  that  the 
money  was  not  forthcoming  at  once.  Accord- 
ing to  the  census  returns  there  are  about 
twenty  thoussnd  persons  above  the  age  of 
sixty-five  in  this  colony.  Possibly  a  number  of 
these  would  not  be  able  to  oomply  with  the 
conditions.  Consequently,  we  can  reduce  the 
number  considerably,  and  put  it  down  at  about 
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twelve  or  fourteen  thousand — that  is,  those  who 
would  be  entitled  to  a  pension  of  10s.  a  week. 
Now,  Sir,  supposing  we  take  ten  thousand  at 
£26  a  year,  that  will  come  to  £260,000— a  very 
large  sum  indeed — which  we  would  require  to 
have  at  our  disposal.  Well,  I  should  s^dvocate 
that  in  order  to  raise  this  money  we  should 
increase  considerably  the  graduated  death 
duties.  I  should  also  be  in  favour  of  lowering 
the  exemption  on  incomes.  The  exemption 
we  have  at  the  present  time  is  £800,  with  £50 
for  insurance  premiums,  making  altogether 
£350.  Now,  there  are  a  considerable  number 
in  this  colony  who  have  very  fair  incomes 
indeed  that  do  not  reach  £350  or  £300,  and  I 
would  be  in  favour  of  reducing  the  exemption 
to  £200,  and  possibly  after  a  time  to  £150.  I 
consider  that  a  man  in  constant  employment 
who  has  a  salary  of  £200  per  annum  is  a  good 
deal  better  off  than  the  farmer  who  has  i^OO, 
with  the  uncertainty  of  its  continuance  and  the 
risks  that  attend  farming.  He  will  have  a  good 
deal  more  income  than  the  man  who  has  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  worth  £2 10s.  an  acre.  Well, 
Sir,  besides  that  I  would  suggest  that  a  tax  be  pat 
on  tickets  for  admission  to  entertainments,  and 
I  believe  we  should  also  increase  the  duty  on 
spirituous  liquors.  From  these  sources  I  feel 
confident  that,  with  what  we  should  save  from 
charitable  aid  paid  to  old  and  indigent  per- 
sons, we  should  have  an  amount  that  would 
come  very  near  the  requisite  amount  for  pay- 
ing old-age  pensions.  Now,  with  regard  to  fire 
insurance,  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when 
the  Government  can  with  advantage  inaugu- 
rate a  system  of  fire  insurance.  The  system  of 
life  insurance  by  the  Government  has  worked 
very  satisfactorily  for  a  number  of  years ;  the 
system  of  fire  insurance  by  the  companies  is 
working  very  satisfactorily  also.  These  com- 
panies doing  business  in  this  colony  all 
pay  very  high  dividends,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  are  not  by  any  means  curtail- 
ing their  working  -  expenses  within  very 
narrow  limits.  I  will  quote  here  a  few  of  the 
companies  doing  business  in  the  colony,  and 
you  will  see  the  dividends  they  are  paying : 
The  British  and  Foreign  Marine  Company,  20 
per  cent. ;  Liverpool,  London,  and  Globe  In- 
surance Company,  75  per  cent.  There  are  a 
number  of  them  here,  out  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House  by  reading  them  any  further.  Well, 
Sir,  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
Government  could  step  in  and  inaugurate  a 
system  of  fire  insurance.  It  has  been  remarked 
that  it  would  be  rather  a  dangerous  step  for 
the  Government  to  take.  For  example,  a  to?m 
or  part  of  a  town  or  village  might  be  burned ; 
consequently  the  burden  would  fall  on  the 
Treasury.  That  is,  no  doubt,  a  possible  con- 
tingency, but  it  is  just  as  possible  that  it  would 
tske  place  when  the  insurance  is  effected  by  the 
companies.  I  maintain  that,  seeing  these  com- 
panies almost  invariably  succeed  in  paying  very 
good  dividends  without  curtailing  their  working- 
expenses,  the  Government  would  make  a  very 
good  profit  indeed  out  of  the  transaction.  But, 
Sir,  the  Government  should  not  aim  at  making 
a  profit  out  of  it  at  all.    If  Government  simply 
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entered  the  field  of  competition  we  would  find 
that  those  premiuniB  which  are  abnormally 
high  at  the  present  time  would  be  considerably 
reduced — so  much  so  that  the  Government 
would  have  difficulty  in  doing  any  business 
whatsoever.  We  find  that  some  time  ago  the 
Government  had  difficulty  in  lending  the  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  money  under  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act.  And  why  ?  Simply  because  the 
monetary  or  financial  institutions  doing  busi- 
ness in  this  colony  also  lowered  their  rates  of 
interest  so  as  to  compete  successfully  against 
the  Government,  and  the  result  was  that  the 
Government  had  great  difficulty  in  lending 
that  one  and  a  half  millions.  I  maintain 
that  if  the  Government  instituted  a  scheme 
of  fire  insurance,  making  it  on  a  colonial 
basis,  these  companies  would  so  much  reduce 
their  premiums  that  the  public  would  obtain 
a  material  advantage  and  benefit  by  way  of  a 
conaiderably  reduced  rate  of  premiums.  Some 
time  ago  a  "  ring  "  of  these  fire  insurance  oom- 
P|anies  was  formed,  and  as  a  result  they  con- 
siderably increased  the  premiums  which  they 
aoked  the  subscribers  to  pay.  I  should  say 
that,  with  the  amount  of  money  that  is  being 
devoted  annually  by  the  municipal  authorities 
to  providing  water-supply  and  the  maintenance 
of  efficient  fire  brigades,  it  would  naturally  be 
expected  that  the  premiums  which  were  paid 
would  be  reduced,  but  we  find  the  reverse  to  be 
4he  case.  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  Government  will  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  this  oolonv 
»nd  institute  a  system  of  fire  insurance  which 
will  materially  reduce  the  premiums  that  are 
now  being  paid.  The  next  subject  I  have 
on  my  order  paper  deals  with  forests  and 
timber.  We  have  in  New  Zealand  thousands 
of  acres  of  splendid  forests  and  magnificent 
timber;  but,  Sir,  are  we  preserving  these 
forests  ?  What  are  we  doing  with  this  timber  ? 
We  find,  Sir,  that' a  great  deal  of  it  is  being 
destroyed.  We  are  opening  up  settlements  in 
the  inGerior  of  these  forests,  and  the  settlers,  in 
order  to  oarve  out  homes  for  themselves,  must 
destroy  this  timber  as  fast  as  they  possibly  can. 
The  time  will  come,  and  at  no  distant  date, 
when  New  Zealand  will  not  have  enough  tim- 
ber to  satisfy  her  own  requirements.  I  say 
we  ought,  if  possible,  to  adopt  some  means  of 
preserving  our  timber,  and  aiso  institute  some 
system  of  tree-planting,  so  that  those  who  come 
siter  us  will  have  here  as  good  a  supply  of  tim- 
ber as  we  have  at  the  present  time.  Now,  Sir, 
with  regard  to  land-settlement  and  the  purchase 
of  estates :  although  the  policy  is  good  and  the 
principle  is  good,  nevertheless  I  should  advo- 
cate tnat  these  estates  should  be  purchased  in 
places  that  are  convenient  to  roads  and  railway- 
tinee,  so  that  the  settlers  who  take  up  the  land 
will  be  able  to  get  their  produce  as  quickly  and 
cheaply  as  possible  to  market.  We  find  estates 
purchased  m  remote  parts  of  the  country,  per- 
haps on  bush  lands,  and  the  settlers  who  taJce 
up  the  lands  in  these  backward  ^places  are 
placed  at  a  serious  disadvantage  ;  and  so  is  the 
colony  placed  at  a  disadvantage.  And  why  ?  Sup- 
posing an  estate  is  purchased  fifty  miles  from 


the  nearest  railway-line,  the  Government  will 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  reading  it  and  making 
a  road  to  the  railway.  Then,  of  course,  there 
is  an  agitation  on  the  part  of  the  settlers  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway-line  to  the  settlement. 
Being  so  far  away  from  the  railway-line,  it 
will  scarcely  pay  them  to  go  in  for  agricul- 
tural produce  at  all.  Seeing  there  is  so  much 
land  available  for  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of 
railways  and  good  turnpike  roads,  I  shdVld 
advocate  that  these,  if  possible,  should  be  pur- 
chased first,  and  then,  as  settlement  progresses, 
as  people  are  forced  back  into  the  backwoods, 
let  us  provide  facilities  for  them ;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  a  mistake  to  purchase  estates  too- 
remote  from  markets  and  too  remote  from  rail- 
ways. With  regard  to  beet-root  sugar,  men- 
tioned in  the  Financial  Statement,  I  believe 
that  more  inquiries  should  first  be  made 
by  the  Government  oonceming  the  respective 
districts  in  New  Zealand  that  are  saia  to  be 
admirably  adapted  by  nature  for  growing 
beet-root.  There  are  a  few  parts  of  New 
Zealand,  and  parcicularly  the  Waikato,  that 
will,  I  believe,  produce  enormous  quantities  of 
beet.  Then,  in  the  South  Island,  in  the  South- 
land District,  we  have  also  land  that  will 
produce  very  good  beet  indeed.  I  think  the 
Government  will  not  be  very  far  wrong  if  they 
place  a  small  sum  on  the  estimates  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  experiments  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony  to  see  where  beet-root  will  thrive. 
I  come  now  to  the  question  of  education.  It 
is  mentioned  in  the  Financial  Statement — I 
believe  it  was  mentioned  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  also  —  that  the  vote  for  education 
is  yearly  increasing.  Well,  of  course,  we  Imow 
very  well  it  must  increase,  for  on  account- 
of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
the  (expenditure  on  education  must  consider- 
ably increase.  I  maintain  that  the  amount 
spent  in  educating  the  rising  generation  is  very 
well  spent.  The  number  of  scholarships  given 
by  the  primary  schools  during  last  year  was 
305.  The  amount  of  money  paid  in  the  way 
of  scholarships  was  £7,765,  or  an  average  of 
g  QQ  £25  each.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  this  sys- 
'  tern  of  scholarships  should  be  greatly 
extended,  so  as  to  offer  facilities  not  only  to 
the  children  educated  at  the  town  schools,  but 
also  to  give  facilities  to  the  children  of  the 
country  schools  competing  for  scholarships 
getting  higher  education,  and  getting  into  the 
learned  professions.  But  it  may  be  said  that 
at  the  present  time  these  scholarships  are 
open  to  scholars  from  the  country  schools  as 
weU  as  to  the  children  from  the  town  schools. 
That  is  quite  correct,  but  they  have  not  the 
same  facilities  for  being  educated  in  the  country 
that  they  have  in  the  towns,  and  unless  scholar- 
ships are  specially  set  apart  to  be  competed  for 
by  the  country  children  they  will  invariably  be 
left  behind.  In  the  town  schools,  with  their 
superior  organization  and  their  large  staff  of 
teachers,  the  children  are  educated  in  a  manner 
very  much  superior  to  what  they  can  be  in  the 
country  schools,  where  the  one  teacher  has  to 
have  under  his  control  five  or  six  standards.  I 
say.  Sir,  that  this  system  of  giving  scholarships  • 
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and  eDOonragement  to  the  brightest  soholan  in 
the  sobools  to  pursue  their  educfttion  should  be 
extended.  Another  point  is  with  regard  to  tech- 
nical education .  There  is  too  great  a  tendency  on 
the  pajrt  of  young  men  and  women  and  the  boys 
and  girls  of  the  colony  to  congregate  towards 
the  towns.  They  do  not  like  to  go  out  and  take 
up  positions  on  farms.  They  would  rather  be- 
come clerks  or  cadets  in  an  office  than  follow 
ari)r  rural  avocation.  Now,  I  say  we  require  to 
alter  that  state  of  affairs,  and  that  must  be 
brought  about  by  a  system  of  encouragement 
of  technical  education.  We  find  that  technical 
education  is  rife  on  the  Continent  of  Europe ; 
and  in  order  to  compete  in  the  industrial  world 
with  the  children  who  are  now  beiog  trained 
there  in  manual  pursuits  we  must  give  techni- 
cal education  in  the  colony,  and  I  hope  the 
Qovemment  will  see  their  way  to  give  en- 
couragement in  every  way  to  technical  educa- 
tion to  the  rising  generation  in  New  Zealand. 
Some  reference  is  made,  too,  to  advertising 
this  colony  abroad  by  way  of  business  agents. 
That,  Sir,  must  be  looked  after  in  the  near 
future.  We  find  at  the  present  time  a  vast 
expanse  of  country  in  South  America —  that 
is,  the  River  Plate — that  at  anv  time  may 
prove  not  only  a  rival  to  New  Zealand,  but 
a  competitor  that  will  altogether  oust  us  from 
the  European  market.  They  have  there  a  very 
large  area  of  country,  with  many  natural  ad- 
vantages; and  I  believe  the  only  thing  that 
is  protecting  us  in  the  Home  market  at  the 
present  time  against  the  rigour  of  Argentine 
competition  is  the  fact  that  there  prevails  a 
state  of  unrest  in  South  America  which  keeps 
the  rate  of  interest  abnormally  high.  When  a 
state  of  peace  prevails  in  that  large  continent, 
and  when  they  can  obtain  money  at  the  low 
rate  of  interest  that  we  can  get  it  in  the  colony, 
these  people  will,  unless  we  have  by  that  time 
a  strong  hold  of  these  markets  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Continent  of  Europe,  seriously 
compete  to  our  disadvantage.  Consequently  we 
must  be  up  and  doing,  and  endeavour  to  take 
advantage  of  the  markets  now  offering  to  us  in 
the  Home-country,  sknd.  if  possible,  drive  trade 
on  the  Continent  as  well.  Our  imports  from 
Germany  are  increasing,  but  our  exports  with 
that  country,  comparatively  speaking,  are  con- 
siderably on  the  decrease.  To  Belgium,  last 
year,  I  believe,  we  exported  one  pound's  worth 
of  goods ;  whereas  we  imported  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds'  worth.  That  is  not  as  it 
should  be,  more  especially  when  we  find  our 
imports  from  these  countries  increasing,  and 
that  the  balance  of  trade  is  going  against 
us  to  a  considerable  extent.  With  regard  to 
-the  agents  in  the  Home-country,  if  the  farm- 
ing community  of  New  Zealand  form  a  number 
of  associations,  with  an  executive  in  a  central 
town — say,  Wellington-— it  would,  I  believe,  be 
a  good  thing.  The  executive  could  look  after 
their  interests  in  the  way  of  shipping,  they 
could  get  cheaper  freight,  and  they  could  re- 
commend a  good  practical  man  to  the  Qovem- 
ment, who  should  be  sent  Home — as  is  done  in 
the  case  of  the  Agent-General,  who  represents 
^e  political  affairs  of  the  colony  abroad — 
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to  look  after  the  Industrial  and  agricultural 
interests  in  the  Home-country,  and  to  open 
up  markets.  Then  we  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  competing  with  nations  more 
favourably  situated,  and  we  could  take  advan- 
tage of  markets  that  may  present  themselves. 
With  regard  to  the  freights  on  produce  from 
this  colony,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  if  we 
tranship  at  Melbourne  for  Western  Australia 
the  freight  must  be  higher  than  if  we  sent 
direct.  Now,  there  is  a  splendid  market  for 
our  produce  in  Western  Australia,  and  we  are 
not  taking  advantage  of  it.  I  say.  Sir,  the 
Government  should  subsidise  a  line  of  steamers 
to  take  produce  there  direct,  and  enable  us  by 
so  doing  to  have  a  share  in  the  market  offering 
to  us  in  that  fast-rising  colony.  The  same 
applies  to  South  Africa.  But  we  are  not  on 
the  alert,  and  these  other  colonies  are  simply 
stepping  in  and  monopolising  markets  that 
ought  by  right  to  be  ours.  I  think.  Sir,  my  time 
has  about  expired,  but  I  cannot  do  better  than 
again  refer  to  the  progress  that  the  colony  has 
made  in  the  last  five  or  six  years  under  the 
present  Administration.  The  prosperity  of  a 
colony  must  depend  on  its  people.  The  State 
is  nothing  but  an  aggregate  of  individuals,  and 
it  is  on  the  contentment  and  prosperity  of  the 
people  that  the  greatness  and  life  of  the  nation 
must  depend.  Let  us  hope,  then,  that  the  pro- 
gress that  has  marked  New  Zealand  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years  will  continue,  and  that  the 
rising  sun  of  prosperity  will  look  down  on  a 
colony  of  contented  colonists  endeavouring 
always  to  promote  their  own  good,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  State. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Sir,  it  has  been  said  by 
previous  speakers  that  in  no  previous  year  has 
the  Budget  been  so  notable  for  its  extreme 
length  and  for  its  absolute  want  of  policy,  bat 
let  me  congratulate  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  for  supplying  the 
Government  to  some  extent  with  a  policy  in 
several  very  distinct  directions,  notably  as 
regards  the  old-age  pensions.  When  he  intro- 
duced the  Bill  last  year  the  Premier  boxed  the 
compass  to  find  the  finance  for  the  old-age 
pensions ;  but  the  honourable  member  wlio  has 
just  sat  down  has  pointed  out  several  sources 
from  which  the  fund  could  be  derived ;  but  I 
will  endeavour  to  refer  to  the  question  later. 
The  honourable  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  de- 
scribed the  Budget  a  cross  between  a  tooriste* 
guide  and  an  official  aandbook,  and.  Sir,  if  I 
am  to  find  matter  for  my  speech  in  the  Budget 
which  the  last  speaker  has  not  touched  upon  I 
should  have  to  search  very  carefully  indeed. 
He  ranged  over  an  array  of  figures  that  I  shall 
not  endeavour  to  follow ;  but  his  innocent 
belief  in  the  text  from  which  he  drew  his 
numerous  quotations  was  so  charming  that  I 
hope  for  many  a  long  year  he  will  have  no 
suspicion  that  figures  may  be,  and  are,  set 
down  only  to  misrepresent.  For  instance,  in 
his  remarks  on  the  railways  he  was  obviously 
quite  sure  that  the  high  percentage  of  returns 
was  in  no  *  sense  due  to  a  starvation  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  railways.  Well,  in  one 
section  of  the  railways  over   which    I   have 
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teftvelled  for  many  yean  evidence  has  not  been 
wanting  einoe  the  political  administration  of 
the  Government  has  commenced  that  the  per- 
manent-way has  been  starved  in  varioas  ways. 
The  grass  and  weeds  have  shovm  themselves 
to  an  extent  not  at  all  noticeable  in  previous 
years,  and  for  weeks  past  one  of  the  most  im* 
portant  bridges  between  this  and  the  Waira- 
lapa  has  been  in  each  a  state  that  passengers 
have  not  been  at  all  easy  in  their  minds.  I  do 
not,  however,  wish  to  criticize  without  at  the 
lame  time  giving  my  meed  of  praise  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  rail- 
ways. He  is  always  courteous  when  honour- 
able members  or  any  section  of  the  public  have 
any  public  business  with  him,  and  I  am  sure 
that  he  does  all  that  in  him  lies  to  conduct  his 
department  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  preceded  me 
was  also  very  severe  on  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  by  advising  him  that  he  was  altogether 
in  the  wrong  as  to  his  treatment  of  a  very 
important  industry  carried  on  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  actually  advised  him  to  do  away 
with  the  Rabbit  Department  altogether,  and 
practically  to  allow  this  fair  land  to  be  turned 
mto  a  rabbit-warren.  But  what,  I  would  ask, 
would  become  of  those  dairy  factories  in  resnect 
of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  quoted  so 
many  instructive  figures  ?  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  make  a  little  more  use 
of  the  railway- pass  which  a  generous  country 
has  supplied  him  with,  and  realise  that  there 
are  other  parts  of  the  colony  which  would  not 
tolerate  being  turned  into  a  rabbit-warren.  He 
ftlso  gave  us  some  figures  with  regard  to  land- 
Mttlement,  but  I  pass  on  with  the  remark  that 
if  he  looks  up  the  figures  for  other  years  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand — for  instance,  in  the 
Financial  Statement  delivered  by  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  in  1890— he  will  find  ample  proof  that 
more  settlers  were  put  on  the  land  in  the  pre- 
vious year  than  in  any  year  in  the  history  of 
this  colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.—That  is  the  year  of 
dnxnmies. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  sure  the  honour- 
sble  gentleman  will  find  there  are  dummies 
under  his  ovm  administration,  despite  his  well- 
known  rigour  in  putting  them  down.  We  have 
had  another  set  of  figures  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  as  to  the  increase  of  gold 
prodoction.  Now,  I  think  the  figures  that  he 
quoted—very  accurate  on  the  whole— were,  as 
to  this  particular  industry,  altogether  in  the 
^roDg.  In  fact,  he  gave  the  figures  for  1896 
which  he  should  have  given  for  1895,  and  I 
beg  now  to  inform  him  that  the  production  of 
gold  was  actually  less  in  1896  than  in  the  pre- 
nous  year.  In  1895  the  gold  export  was  valued 
at  £1,162,000.  while  in  1896  it  was  valued  at 
£1,041,000.  It  is  true  that  during  the  first 
nz  months  of  the  present  year  the  pro- 
<hietion  of  gold  was  increasing  somewhat; 
but  it  is  also  quite  clear  that  the  Pre- 
loisr's  statement  in  London  that  our  ex- 
port would  reach  a  million  a  half  this  year 
w  altogether  on  a  par  with  too  many  of  the 
^Hereditably  incorrect  statements  he  constantly 


made  to  people  outside  the  colony  whom  he 
thought  would  know  no  better.  I  am  in  sym- 
pathy entirely  with  the  honourable  gentleman's 
remarks  on  education,  because  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  colony  can  possibly  make  any  better 
investment  than  a  fairly  liberal  treatment  of 
education.  The  vote  for  school-buildings  and 
technical  education  both  require  an  increase ; 
but  I  would  venture  to  express  a  doubt  whether 
the  Government  are  wise  in  voting  such  a  large 
sum  as  £25,000  for  the  latter,  seeing  that  more 
than  half  of  the  financial  year  has  expired.  I 
think  such  a  sum  will  be  found  too  large  for 
any  practical  use  that  can  be  made  of  it  during 
this  financial  year.  . 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — ^No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I,  at  all  events,  think  so. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  gave 
us  a  list  of  large  estates  in  the  Wairarapa,  of 
which  he  told  us  none  were  in  his  electorate. 
I  know  all  these  estates  well,  and  that  some  of 
them  are  in  his  own  electorate.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  is  a  member  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  of  the  WeUington  District; 
and  well  do  I  remember  a  statement  of  his 
that  certain  sections  of  land,  part  of  a  block 
of  ten  thousand  acres,  then  advertised  as 
open  for  selection  at  10s.  per  acre,  were 
worth  £7  an  acre,  and  able  to  carry  three  or 
four  sheep  to  the  acre.  Instead  of  that  the  Land 
Board  suosequently  found  that  the  land  was 
really  of  a  very  indifferent  character,  quite 
highly  enough  valued  in  the  first  instance. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  it  was  withdrawn 
from  the  market  for  three  or  four  years,  to  the 
manifest  injury  of  the  whole  district,  and  all 
because  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
is  in  a  position  for  which  his  experience  has  not 
fitted  him.  And  yet  he  has  no  hesitation  in 
speaking  to  this  House  in  the  most  authorita- 
tive manner  about  a  number  of  properties  of 
which  he  knows  nothing.  That  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  also  that  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  policy  was  the  creation  of  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House.  Now,  any  one  who  knows 
the  political  history  of  this  colony  must  know 
that  the  Midland  Railway  was  projected  by  the 
Stout- Vogel  Qovernment  directly  in  the  teeth  of 
this  side  of  the  House.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  we  had  now  no  unemployed. 
His  memory  must  indeed  be  short,  or  he  would 
have  remembered  that  never  in  our  history 
have  there  been  so  many  swaggers  and  unem- 
ployed as  during  the  term  of  office  of  the 
present  Gk>vemment.  It  is  quite  true  that 
within  the  last  year  or  so  employment  has  been 
much  more  plentiful ;  but  is  not  that  also  the 
case  all  over  the  colonies?  Do  we  not  con- 
stantly read  of  the  prosperity  that  has  set  in 
in  the  other  colonies  as  well  as  New  Zealand  ? 
To  assume  that  the  good  times  we  have  here  is 
is  due  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  those 
benches  is  really  too  absurd.  I  will  now  turn 
to  the  more  pleasing  subject  of  the  advent  of  a 
new  member  of  the  House  this  afternoon.  I 
am  sorry  the  Premier  is  not  here,  because  I  am 
going  to  quote  a  few  words  which  he  addressed 
to  a  Cbnstohurch  audience  on  the  7th  Feb- 
ruary, 1896.    Mr.  Lewis,  now  a  member  of  this 
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House,  was  then  a  oandidate,  and  made  use  of 
the  following  language,  which  the  Premier  then 
quoted :  **  I  content  myself  with  saying  that  I 
wish  my  candidature  to  be  regarded  as  a 
means  whereby  you  may  be  enabled  to  record 
your  protest  against  the  manner  in  wbioh 
this  country  has  of  late  been  governed." 
Mr.  Seddon  said  he  approved  of  a  statement  of 
that  kind  :  **  It  was  definite  and  distinct,  and 
they  knew  what  they  were  doing."  To  show 
that  the  electors  did  know  what  they  were 
doing,  they  recorded  their  protest  against  the 
manner  in  which  the  country  had  been  governed 
by  defeating  the  nominee  of  the  Premier.  His- 
tory has  repeated  itself  recently  in  Dunedin. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  was  not  there,  it 
is  true ;  he  could  not  get  away  ;  but  I  am  re- 
minded that  his  *'  Budget"  was  there,  and,  at 
all  events,  the  ex-Treasurer  was  there  on  the 
evening  before  the  election,  and  when  he  at- 
tempted to  speak  upon  that  subject  the  audi- 
ence resented  his  doing  so  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  would  not  allow  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.— How  do  you  know? 
Were  3'ou  there  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No ;  but  the  reporters 
were  there,  and  faithfully  reported  what  took 
place,  and,  despite  the  efforts  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  ambassador  to  make  the  best  possible 
case,  Dunedin  has,  like  Ghristchurch,  protested 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  colony  has 
been  governed. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— What  are  you  the 
better  of  it? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— What  are  we  the  better  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  will  find  that  out 
to  bis  cost  before  very  long.  I  should  now  like 
to  say  a  little  on  the  question  of  finsknce,  but 
not  very  much,  because  there  is  nothing  but 
what  is  very  flat  and  stale  on  the  subject  in 
the  whole  Budget.  There  are  no  real  lines  of 
policy  there.  There  are,  it  is  true,  sugjgestions 
of  the  most  shadowy  and  non-committal  de- 
scription, but  nothing  of  a  definite  character 
that  could  be  called  a  policy.  The  present 
so-called  Liberal  side  of  the  House  came  into 
power  in  1891,  and,  as  we  all  know,  proclaimed 
a  policy  of  non-borrowing  and  self-reliance 
upon  almost  every  platform  from  Auckland  to 
the  Bluff.  And  now  we  have  this  Budget  after 
all  these  years,  showing  that  whereas  on  the 
dlst  March,  1891,  the  net  debt  of  the  colony 
was  £87,359,000,  on  the  Slst  March  last  it 
had  grown  to  £43,652,000,  or  an  increase  of 
£6,198,000.  Very  good  indeed,  for  a  non- 
borrowing  Government.  To  be  fair  we  must, 
of  course,  make  allowance  for  such  an  item  as 
the  half-million  borrowed  for  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  and  the  purchase  of  private  lands,  but 
the  greater  part  of  the  money  borrowed,  despite 
the  denials  of  the  Government,  has  been  spent 
in  exactly  the  same  way  as  previous  locms  have 
been.  The  Hon.  Minister  of  Lands  is  evidently 
very  uneasy,  but  can  he  explain  how  it  is  that 
while  on  every  public  occasion  they  profess  to 
revere  the  policy  bequeathed  to  them  by 
the  late  John  Ballance, — who  said  he  would 
absolutely  refuse  to  resort  to  borrowing  to 
make  matters  more  pleasant, — ^bow  it  is  (hat 
Mr.  Buchcman 


they  have  increased  our  public  debt  within  five 
years  by  £6,198,000,  or  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
a  million  a  year?  The  Government,  it  is 
true,  endeavour  to  taJce  refuge  in  the  miser- 
able pretence  of  a  statement  in  the  Budget 
of  two  columns,  on  page  10,  labelled  "repro- 
ductive "  and  *' non-productive,"  purporting  to 
show  that  previous  Governments  wasted  bor- 
rowed money  mainly  on  the  latter,  while 
nearly  all  the  money  borrowed  by  the  present 
Government  had  been  spent  in  a  reproductive 
manner.  We  have  heard  of  "  cooked  "  accounts 
in  connection  with  commercial  transactions; 
but  if  ever  there  was  a  *'  cooked "  account 
placed  before  any  Parliament  this  is  one,  and  I 
will  proceed  to  prove  it.  Take,  for  instance, 
two  items  classed  as  non-productive,  amounting 
to  £484,000,  spent  by  previous  Governments 
for  the  construction  of  lighthouses  and  har- 
bours. Does  the  Colonial  Treasurer  know  of 
no  item  in  his  receipts  under  the  heading  of 
"Pilotage,  harbour  fees,  and  light  dues"? 
Under  sections  281  and  282  of  the  Shipping  Aot 
he  should  know  that  the  Government  is  em- 
powered to  collect  fees  and  light  dues,  and 
that  they  amounted  la«t  year  to  £21,204,  or 
equal  to  a  return  of  £4  7s.  per  cent,  on  the 
expenditure  given  in  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Do  you  want  me  to 
tell  you  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  not  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  but  he  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  later  on.  And 
to  make  the  deception  even  worse  than  I  have 
pointed  out,  not  a  shilling  is  set  down  ashavins 
been  spent  on  lighthouses  during  the  period 
these  honourable  gentlemen  have  been  in  office. 
Turning  to  the  Public  Accounts,  I  find,  on  add- 
ing up  the  expenditure  for  the  last  five  years, 
that  no  less  than  £49,946  has  been  expended 
upon  lighthouses,  and  yet  no  single  mention  of 
it  is  made  in  the  Statement.  Then,  we  have 
£5,106,000  set  down  as  non-productive — for 
surveys,  cost  of  roads  and  bridges.  Let  me 
quote  from  a  speech  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
of  Lands  on  that  subject.  If  he  will  turn  to 
Volume  86,  page  187,  of  Hansard,  he  will  find 
himself  reported  as  follows  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Lands  Improvement  and  Native 
Lands  Purchase  Bill : — 

'*  I  may  say  it  is  useless,  in  my  opinion,  to 
place  people  on  the  land  unless  you  provide 
them  with  the  means  to  get  to  and  from  their 
holdings.  You  may  place  settlers  on  a  block 
of  bush  land,  but  to  keep  them  there  success- 
fully we  shall  have  to  give  them  the  means  to 
get  into  their  country.  Without  that  I  am 
afraid  it  will  simply  mean  a  lingering  death  to 
them." 

The  honourable  gentleman  says,  **  Hear, 
hear,"  and  yet  he  calls  this  expenditure  non- 
productive, in  order  to  discredit  his  opponents, 
while  he  himself  has  expended  on  roads  and 
bridges  within  the  last  five  years  no  less  than 
£645,000,  though  only  £487,500  is  shown  in 
the  table  ;  and  yet  it  is  put  before  Parliament 
and  the  country  as  representing  something 
like  the  true  state  of  affairs.  Then,  we  have 
previous  Governments  charged  with  spending 
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£1,800,000  on  non-prodactive  public  build- 
ings. Are  public  buildings  not  productive? 
Do  public  buildings  earn  no  rent?  Has  no 
rent  been  paid  for  the  buildings  occupied  by 
different  Government  departments  in  the 
past?  Do  Education  Boards  not  in  many 
instances  at  present  pay  rent  for  buildings 
for  the  reason  they  are  unable  to  erect 
buildings  themselves?  Are  not  all  our  pub- 
lic buildings  worth  a  certain  rental  per 
annum?  and  yet  the  large  sum  I  have  men- 
tioned is  set  down  as  non-productive,  because 
it  was  spent  by  previous  Governments,  while 
the  sum  of  £310,000  spent  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment is  not  mentioned  at  all  in  the  table. 
Then,  as  to  railways,  we  have  the  sum  of 
£234,000  put  down  as  spent  by  the  present 
Government,  wherecui  the  Public  Accounts  show 
that  they  have  spent  £986,482  within  the  last 
five  years  on  railways.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  we  must  take  into  account  the  sum  of 
£1,030,000  handed  over  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  as  well  as  other  amounts  credited  to  the 
^Q  Q  Public  Works  Fund.  But,  making  due 
*  allowance  for  all  these,  I  again  say, 
emphatically,  that  no  greater  fraud  was  ever 
put  before  any  Parliament  than  the  set 
of  figures  I  have  just  dealt  with.  Sir,  the 
Premier,  when  on  his  tour  round  the  colony 
during  the  last  elections,  informed  the  colony 
that  of  tAl  the  money  borrowed  by  the  present 
Government  only  £209,436  had  been  expended 
in  a  non-productive  manner.  Now,  turning  to 
this  table  again— I  thought  I  had  done  with  it— 
I  find  that  they  admit  having  spent  no  less  than 
£913,768  in  a  non-productive  manner.  Does 
.  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  say  that 
they  have  spent  since  the  last  election  no 
leas  a  sum  than  £704,333  in  a  non-productive 
manner  ?  Clearly  the  figures  given  by  the  Pre- 
mier during  the  elections  or  the  figures  in  this 
table  must  be  utterly  wrong,  because  they  are 
mutually  destructive  of  each  other.  I  know 
the  table  is  not  worth  the  time,  unfortunately, 
that  I  have  given  it,  but  it  reflects  the 
greatest  discredit  on  any  Government  to  have 
put  such  a  table  before  the  House.  Turning 
now  to  another  phase  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment, we  find  as  regards  the  receipts  from 
Customs,  stamps,  and  land-  and  income-tax, 
right  throughout  the  list,  that  we  have  the 
ever-recurring  practice  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  persistently  underestimating  the  re- 
Ten  ue  in  order  to  mislead  the  public  into  the 
belief  that  a  surplus  in  excess  of  their  bogus 
estimate  is  the  same  as  a  surplus  in  excess  of 
the  receipts  of  the  previous  year.  They  com- 
menced in  1892  by  estimating  their  revenue  at 
£94,000  less  than  the  previous  year,  in  1894  at 
£900,000  less,  in  1895  at  £58,000  less,  and  in 
1896  by  £60,000  less,  with  the  inevitable  result, 
of  course,  that  in  1893  there  was  £173,785  more 
than  the  estimate  ;  in  1894,  £106,337  more;  in 
1895,  £46,995  more ;  in  1896,  £202,951  more ; 
and,  in  1897,  no  less  than  £312,000  more. 
That  is  the  unworthy  manner  in  which  they 
seek  to  mislead  the  country  at  large,  by 
presenting  them  with  a  picture  of  our 
finance  which  is  essentially  unreal.     We  are 


told  again  and  again  that  the  amended  tariff 
passed  in  1895  has  not  increased  the  taxation 
of  the  colony.  Now,  in  the  year  previous  the 
value  of  the  goods  imported  subject  to  ad 
valorem  duties  was  £2,244,725.  The  duty  upon 
these  imports  amounted  to  £429,594,  equal  to 
19  per  cent,  on  the  value  and  lis.  9M.  per  head 
on  the  population  of  the  colony.  Passing  over 
the  year  1895,  and  coming  to  1896,  the  first  full 
year  in  which  the  new  tariff  had  operated,  the 
value  of  imports  subject  to  <id  valorem  duty 
amounted  to  £2,838,202.  The  duty  upon  that 
amount  was  £562,961,  equal  to  19-8d.  on  the 
value  and  14s.  lid.  per  head  on  the  population 
of  the  colony — in  other  words,  no  less  than 
3s.  l|d.  more  per  head  than  in  the  year  1894, 
before  the  new  tariff  was  enacted.  Putting  it  in 
another  way,  if  the  same  percentage  of  revenue 
had  been  collected  as  in  1891  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony  would  have  been  £19,827  in  pocket. 
Taking  the  various  classes  of  taxation  on  the 
total  of  our  imports,  I  find  that,  while  it 
amounted  to  23  per  cent,  in  1894,  it  had  in- 
creased to  24  per  cent,  in  1896.  During  the 
last  election  the  Premier,  addressing  a  meeting 
at  a  place  called  Apiti,  up  the  West  Coast,  was 
good  enough  to  tell  his  audience  that  the  in- 
creased taxation  imposed  by  the  amended 
tariff  of  1888  had  been  the  cause  of  the  de- 

Sression  that  reigned  in  the  colony  since  that 
ate.  He  aotuaJly  had  the  audacity  to  lead 
his  audience  to  believe  that  he  himself  had 
voted  against  that  tariff,  and  that  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House  had  supported  it.  Now,  will 
it  be  believed  that  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Seddon, 
and  Mr.  Cadman — in  fact,  thirty-eight  out  of 
fifty-seven  on  that  side  of  the  House — actually 
voted,  as  Hansard  will  show,  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Tariff  Bill  of  1888;  while,  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  twenty-eight  members, 
including  the  present  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
out  of  a  total  of  thirty-four,  all  voted  against 
the  tariff  of  1888?  And  yet  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  of  this  colony  does  not  think  it  beneath 
him  to  win  an  election  by  such  dishonourable 
statements,  as  far  as  they  can  possibly  be  from 
the  truth.  If  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  been 
able  to  present  to  this  House  and  the  country 
such  a  Budget  as  was  furnished  to  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  a  few  days  ago  we  should 
have  some  cause  for  real  congratulation.  The 
Treasurer  of  that  colony  was  able  to  make  the 
triumphant  announcement  that,  as  compared 
to  the  Customs  taxation  of  1895,  he  had  made 
reductions  which  had  saved  the  taxpayers  of  that 
colony  no  less  a  sum  than  £828,000  per  annum, 
and  that  next  year  there  would  be  a  further 
reduction  in  the  same  direction  of  £64,000. 
The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  takes  credit 
for  his  Government— and  rightly  too — of  giving 
relief  to  certain  pastoral  tenants  of  the  Grown 
in  this  colony  to  the  extent  of  some  £11,000. 
It  is  right  to  point  out  that  in  New  South 
Wales  they  had  given  similiar  relief  to  pasto- 
ralists  to  the  extent  of  no  less  £98,000 ;  and, 
when  we  find  that  that  colony  had  lost  from 
drought  no  less  than  than  80,000  horses,  535,000 
head  of  cattle,  and  twenty-three  millions 
and  a  half  of  sheep,  I  should  say  the  Budget 
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Uiat  oolony  has  been  able  to  present  to  Parlia- 
ment is  a  wonderful  testimony  to  the  immense 
value  of  the  free -trade  policy  so  successfully 
inaugurated  by  the  Premier  of  that  colony. 
Would  that  the  Government  upon  those  benches 
could  act  in  the  same  beneficent  direction.  Now, 
I  wish  to  say  a  little  about  the  land  policy  of 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands.  I  will  not 
keep  him  very  long,  because  I  know  he  has  great 
difficulty  indeed  in  keeping  quiet.  We  find, 
on  looking  into  the  figures  of  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment, that  there  has  been  a  steady  downfall  in 
the  territorial  revenue.  For  the  year  ending  the 
81st  March,  1896,  we  had  £24,498  less  than  in 
the  previous  year,  and  this  year  shows  a  still 
further  deficiency  of  £18,719.  Now,  I  consider 
that  these  figures,  although  not  amounting  to 
much  in  themselves,  are  in  reality  very  alarm-, 
ing,  when  I  point  out  that  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act  we  have  up  to  the  Slst 
March  last  paid  cash  and  incurred  liabilities 
amounting  to  £624,125,  and  we  have  still 
further  liabilities  as  to  roads  and  surveys. 
Under  the  Native  Land  Purchase  Act,  too,  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  in  the  last  four 
vears  expended  £477,000.  For  roads  and 
bridges  to  open  up  Grown  lands  he  has  ex- 
pended £645,070,  amounting  in  all  to  the  grand 
total  of  £1,746,266.  It  is,  of  course,  right  that 
I  should  qualify  the  last  amount  I  quoted  by 
stating  that  the  £645,000  was  not  all  expended 
in  opening  up  Crown  lands.  But,  when  it 
is  realised  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
spent  these  enormous  sums  of  monev  in  the 
purchase  and  reading  of  private  and  Native 
lands  for  settlement,  and  yet  the  revenue  from 
land  is  steadily  decreasing — when  I  look  at 
the  figures  I  have  got  here  embodying  the 
forfeitures  and  surrenders  that  have  taken 
place  during  the  year  ended  the  Slst  March  last, 
it  behoves  the  honourable  gentleman  to  realise 
that  the  position  is  eminently  unsatisfactory. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  for  a  moment  that 
this  result  has  arisen  because  of  any  want  of  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  promote  land-settlement  to  the  best  of  his 
power.  We  all  give  him  credit  for  great  en- 
thusiasm in  placing  the  people  on  the  land; 
but,  none  the  less,  it  is  right  that  we  should 
point  out  the  need  of  amendment  wherever  we 
may  see  occasion  for  it.  The  railways  show  an 
excess  of  revenue  over  that  of  last  year  of 
£108,000,  and  the  expenditure  similarly  shows 
an  excess  of  £89,000,  the  net  revenue  being 
£71,788  in  excess  of  last  year,  resulting  in  a 
percentage  of  return  upon  capital  expended  of 
£8  8s.  lOd.,  as  against  £2  16b.  for  last  year. 
I  frankly  admit  that  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  railways  has  good  reason  to 
be  highly  satisfied  with  such  a  result.  He 
has,  no  doubt,  been  very  fortunate  in  many 
respects,  but  at  the  same  time  he  has 
done  his  best  to  make  his  department  a 
success.  I  fear,  however,  that  the  estimates 
of  the  current  year  disclose  the  fact  that  our 
railways  have  been  to  a  considerable  extent 
BO  starved  that  our  next  year's  results  are 
not  likely  to  be  so  satisfactory.  The  esti- 
mated revenue  for  the  current  year  is,  for  in- 
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stance,  set  dovm  at  £11,158  less  than  that 
actually  received  last  year,  and  the  expendi- 
ture is  similarly  estimated  at  an  excess  of 
£81,000.  The  Minister  also  demands  £200,000 
for  expenditure  upon  rolling-stock  and  equip- 
ments. I  myself  cannot  help  thinking  that 
his  request  is  entitled  to  favourable  considera- 
tion, because  there  is  no  doubt  that  traffic  has 
greatly  increased,  and  that  it  would  be  out 
of  the  question  that  he  could  find  the  large 
amount  required  solely  out  of  earnings.  A 
little  further  on  I  come  to  the  **  Aid  to  Public 
Works  Fund,"  and  I  find  that  the  liabilities  on 
the  Slst  July,  1897,  amounted  to  £283,907. 
Such  a  heavy  liability  as  that.  Sir,  looks  very 
alarming  as  compared  with  the  funds  shown  to- 
be  available ;  but  still  more  alarming  is  the 
passage  in  the  Budget  which  goes  on  to  say : 
*'  It  is  imperative  "—I  wish  honourable  mem- 
bers to  mark  the  word  "  imperative  "  —  "  that 
works  on  exceptionally  important  lines  such 
as  the  Thames-Paeroa,  Eketahuna-Wocdville,, 
the  North  Island  Main  Trunk,  the  Midland,  and 
the  Otago  Central  Bailways  shall  be  brought  to 
completion."  Well,  I  do  not  know  how  far  the 
Government  has  in  view  the  application  of 
the  light-railway  system  to  any  of  these  lines^ 
but  quite  regardless  of  that,  I  say,  without  hesi- 
tation, that  the  country  will  not  indorse  their 
groposal  to  speedily  finish  the  North  Island 
Iain  Trunk  line,  nor  yet  the  Midland.  The 
country  is  not  prepared  to  go  into  expensive 
borrowing  to  push  these  railways  on,  and  I 
for  one  will  do  my  very  best  to  resist  any 
such  movement.  Let  us  take  warning  from 
the  report  on  the  Victorian  railways  just  lately 
published.  The  general  manager  of  the  Vic- 
torian railways  announces  that  after  payment 
of  expenses  the  deficit  for  the  year  ending  the 
SOth  June  last  amounts  to  £875,828,  and  that 
the  deficit  of  last  year  was  £588,685— in  other 
words,  meaning  that  the  railways  were  that 
amount  short  of  earning  interest  on  the  cost. 
We  also  find  that  they  were  compelled  to  close 
forty-eight  miles,  which  cost  £478,000,  and  on 
which  the  sum  of  £19,000  annually  has  to 
be  paid  by  the  taxpayer  in  interest.  Sir,  if 
we  in  New  Zealand  do  not  sternly  set  our 
faces  against  railway  construction  we  shall 
certainly  find  ourselves  in  the  same  position. 
With  regard  to  the  Midland  Bailway,  we  were 
buoyed  up  with  hopes  that  the  Premier,  when 
in  London,  would  have  been  able  to  settle  the 
unfortunate  difficulties  connected  with  it,  but 
I  cannot  from  the  Budget  see  that  he  has 
been  able  to  suggest  anything  of  a  satisfactory 
character.  He  simply  concludes  his  remarka 
on  the  subject  as  follows :  "  We  must  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  the  Midland  line,, 
rendering  periodical  claims  to  the  company." 
In  my  opinion.  Sir,  the  position  could  not 
well  be  more  unsatisfactory,  and  the  House 
should  insist  upon  an  early  stoppage  of 
the  useless  expenditure  at  present  going  on. 
I  now  wish  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
question  of  freights.  The  Hon.  the  Premier^ 
in  the  early  part  of  this  present  year,  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Australia,  and  announced  that 
there  was  a  great  difference  In  the  rate  of  freight 
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between  ibis  colony,  the  Aastzalian  Colonies, 
and  the  Home-coontry  reepeofcively.  Now,  this 
was  a  new  discovery,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  hhn, 
bat  a  great  many  of  as  had  been  for  years  per- 
fectly well  aware  of  this  difference,  and  had, 
on  many  occasions,  endeavoored  more  or  less 
snooessf  ally  to  find  a  remedy.  We  were  led  by 
the  Premier  to  expect  that  he  woald  aocompHsh 
great  things  on  his  visit  to  England.  Well,  Sir, 
the  right  honoorable  gentleman  has  returned, 
and  what  has  he  accomplished  ?  If  we  examine 
the  Bodget  we  find  that  he  has  neither  accom- 
plished anything  nor  has  he  any  definite  pro- 
posal lor  the  future.  He  goes  on  to  remark  as 
foliows  :— 

**  If  freights  are  not  arranged  by  and  through 
the  Government,  at  all  events  they  ought  to  be 
ammged  by  and  through  the  representatives  of 
the  several  lines  of  producers.  In  conclusion, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  whatever  company 
gives  us  reasonable  inward  and  outward  freights, 
with  regular  despatch  at  short  intervals,  it 
would  be  to  our  advantage  to  stand  by  them." 

How  much  light  or  information  can  we 
gather  from  these  few  sentences  ?  Not  a  single 
sugf^estion  of  any  sort  of  a  practical  character. 
It  IS  true  he  makes  a  reference  to  the  Mes- 
sageries  and  North  German  Lloyds  lines  of 
steamers.  He  tells  us  that  these  lines  have 
their  terminus  where  they  spend  three  weeks  at 
the  end  of  each  voyage,  and  he  wonders  why 
they  stop  short  at  Sydney,  instead  of  coming 
on  to  New  Zealand  and  getting  some  cargo 
here.  As  a  matter  cf  fact,  these  German 
and  French  steamers  do  not  carry  any  produce 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  there  is  no  open- 
ing whatever  for  our  meat  or  dairy  produce  on 
the  Continent.  They  would  carry  some  wool, 
no  doubt,  bnt  we  are  in  no  difficulty  whatever 
with  our  present  means  of  carriage  in  regard 
to  that  article.  Further  on  in  the  Statement, 
dealing  with  the  mail-lines,  he  ends  his  re- 
marks in  the  following  words :  *'  It  is  my  in- 
tention at  an  early  date  to  bring  before  the 
House,  by  a  series  of  resolutions,  proposals  in 
connection  with  the  ocean  mail-services."  It 
may  be  that  I  am  mistaken,  but  the  passage  I 
have  quoted  does  not  seem  to  have  any  refer- 
enoe  whatever  to  the  question  of  freight,  and  I 
think  it  is  to  the  last  degree  unsatisfactory 
tliat  we  have  not  from  the  Government  some 
aathoritative  statement  as  to  whether  they 
have  any  proposals  as  to  this  important  ques- 
tion. The  Premier  shoald  have  set  at  rest  the 
doubts  of  many  who  are  of  opinion  that  we 
should  subsidise  the  direct  steamers  running  to 
Ijondon  instead  of  continuing  the  Fr'isco  mail- 
service.  I  do  not,  myself,  believe  that  we  can 
establish  a  satisfaotoiy  mail-line  by  the  direct 
route,  but  I  do  think  that  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  shoald  give  us  in  authoritative  language 
what  the  ideas  of  the  (Government  are  on  this 
important  matter.  I  find  upon  my  notes  a 
further  reference  to  some  of  the  Premier's 
utterances  during  the  last  election.  Speaking 
at  the  Upper  Hutt  on  the  9th  November,  he  is 
reported  to  have  said  as  follows :  "  During  the 
reign  of  the  Coalition  Ministry  " — ^meanins  the 
Stont-Vogel  Government—**  they  had  a  Chari- 
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table  Aid  Act  passed  which  was  now  helping  to 
breed  a  race  of  paupers."  Now,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  Men  in  power  for  the  last  six 
years,  and  what  has  he  done  to  put  an  end  to  this 
disgraceful  breeding  of  a  race  of  paupers,  which 
he  himself  describes  ?  In  reply  to  a  deputation 
of  Wairarapa  settlers  who  waited  on  him  in 
1894,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  vnrote  as  fol- 
lows: **  I  hope  that  during  the  present  Parlla 
ment  we  shall  be  able  to  deal  with  this  somewhat 
intricate  matter.  Amendments  are  very  neoes- 
sary  as  the  law  now  stands.  There  are  defectn 
that  must  be  rectified.— R.  J.  Sbddon."  Have 
we  had  anything  whatever  in  the  shape  of  action 
in  all  these  years  following  the  reply  I  have  just 
read  ?  Year  after  year  has  gone  by,  and  he  haa 
never  lifted  a  finger  to  amend  this  disgraceful 
state  of  affairs,  though  he  has  had  the  laigest 
majority  at  his  back  in  the  histoxy  of  the  colony ; 
ana  we  actually  have  him  casting  the  blame  of 
the  present  Act  upon  his  political  opponents, 
when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  parW  to  which 
he  himself  belongs  introduced  and  carried  it 
through.  More  than  that,  he  himself  supported 
and  voted  for  the  Bill,  as  the  following  quo> 
tation  from  his  speech  in  Hamard  of  1866  will 
prove : — 

**I  therefore  think  the  Government  shoulu 
adhere  to  the  Act  of  last  session,  and  I  must 
say  that  the  Government  should  be  compli- 
mented on  the  way  in  which  a  measure 
dealing  with  so  laxge  and  important  a  question 
has  worked  during  the  first  twelve  months  of 
its  existence.  Sir,  I  give  this  Bill  my  hearty 
support." 

Can  anything  more  discreditable  be  imagined 
than  that  an  honourable  gentleman  holding 
his  high  office  shoald  descend  to  such  prac- 
tices ?  That  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
most  lamentable  is  easily  shown  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  report  of  the  ofiUser  in  charge.  Dr. 
MaoGregor.    In  that  report  he  says, — 

'*  We  are  so  given  over  to  weak  sentimental - 
ism  in  New  Zealand  in  all  that  relates  to 
the  problem  of  poverty  that  probably  we  shall 
have  to-be  taught  by  hard  experience  before 
any  Government  can  be  expected  to  grasp 
the  nettle.  All  over  New  Zealand  the  State 
subsidy  for  indiscriminate  outdoor  relief  is  the 
most  effective  that  could  be  devised  for  the 
systematic  cultivation  of  social  parasites.  It 
is  all  over  the  country,  but  it  is  worse  in 
Wellington  than  anywhere  else." 

Yet  we  have  the  Premier,  on  his  recent  visit 
to  England,  proclaiming  that  there  was  not  a 
pauper  in  New  Zealand.  I  give  the  amounta 
that  have  been  spent  year  by  year  on  chari- 
table aid  since  the  Act  was  passed,  showing  an 
alarming  increase,  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  population.  In  1886  it  was  £44,185  ; 
in  1889,  £68.728;  in  1890,  £75,517;  In  1891, 
£74,545 ;  in  1892,  £70,901  ;  in  1893,  £76,492 ; 
in  1894,  £76,616;  in  1895,  £86,555;  in  1896, 
£106,537 ;  and  in  1897,  £89,668.  These  figures 
speak  for  themselves.  I  should  say  that  the 
figures  for  1896  embrace  certain  special  expendi- 
ture which  somewhat  increased  the  amount; 
but  the  other  amounts  I  have  quoted  represent 
the  regular  expenditure   on    charitable    aid» 
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showing  that  it  has  actui^ly  doubled  in  these 
yeats,  and  has  risen  from  Is.  6d.  to  28.  6d. 
per  head.    Is  any  Qovernment  deserving  of  the 
confidence  of  the  country  which  can  calmly 
look  on  while  the  moral  fibre  of  the  colony 
is  being  broken  down  as  I  Jbave  shown.    Now, 
10  SO    ^  ^^^   words   about    the    beet-sugar 
'    proposals,  under  which  I  much  regret 
that  the  Government  seems  determined  to  put 
•a  further  load  of  taxation  on  the  colony.    It  is 
here  stated  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
interviewed  Mr.  Spreckels  in  California,  and 
obtained  reliable  information.      Well,   Sir,  I 
may  inform  the  House  that  when  in  California 
-about  half  a  dozen  years  ago  I  spent  three  days 
in  visiting  the  farming  districts  where  beet-root 
is  grown,  and  the  well-appointed  factory  which 
Mr.  Spreckels  had  erected,  and,  after  detailing 
9S  well  as  I  could  the  local  circumstances  of 
New  Zealand,  that  gentleman  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  giving  it  as  his  opinion  that  New  Zea- 
land  was  not  well  fitted  for   the    successful 
growth  of  beet-sugar.    We  are  told  here,  it  is 
true,  that  "  the  lands  in  the  Waikato,  Hawke's 
Bay,  Wairarapa,  and  Taranaki  districts,  in  the 
North  Island,  and  Marlborough,  Canterbury, 
and   Otago,  are  found    to    be  specially  suit- 
able."     Under    whose    authority    is    such    a 
statement    made  ?      Speaking    for    the    Wai- 
rarapa,   with    the    many    undoubted    advan- 
tages it  possesses  for  settlement,  I  am  satis- 
fied   the  growth  of  sugar-beet  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  established  there.  But,  supposing 
it  could  be,  are  we  to  follow   in  the  steps  of 
<jlermany,  France,  and  Austria  in  heaping  tax- 
ation on  the  masses  of  the  people  in  order  to 
establish   industries  which  even  in    favoured 
California  cannot   exist   without   the    aid    of 
heavy  duties?     What    are    the    facts    as    to 
France,    Germany,  and    Austria?      In    these 
three  countries  we  have  the  highest  authority 
for  believing  that  they  are  paying  thirty- two 
millions  sterling  annually  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  industry.    They  pav  heavy  bonuses  for 
every  ton  exported,  as  well  as  a  heavy  excise 
duty,  the  result  being  that  in  these  three  great 
countries,  instead  of  cheap  sugar  being  avail- 
able, as  we  are  led  by  the  Budget  to  believe 
would  be  the  case  in  New  Zealand,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  they  actually  pay  3^d.  per  pound 
in  excess  of  what  this  self- same  class  of  sugar 
can    be    bought  Cor    in    free- trade    England. 
And  what  is  the  result  ?    It  is  that  while  the 
average  consumption  in  England  is  801b.  per 
bead  of  the  population,  in  France  it  is  only 
23  lb.  per  head.    I  may  further  mention  that 
if    these    three    countries    consumed    at    the 
British    rate     they    would    actually    require 
1,200,000  tons  more  than  they  produce,  instead 
of  exporting,  as  they  do,  the  enormous  quantity 
of  2,105,000  tons  annually.    These  figures  con- 
vey a  great  deal  to  the  thinking  mind,  as  show- 
ing   how    the    masses   in    these    three   great 
countries  are  deprived,  by  a  mistaken  fiscal 
policy,  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  food-con- 
fitituents  in  the  world  ;  and  yet  we  are  actually 
threatened  in  this  country  with  the  same  dire 
misfortune.    The  time-limit  is  pressing,  and  I 
must  leave  the  subject  to  make  one  more  refer- 
Mr,  Buchanan 


enoe  to  the  Premier's  speeches  during  the  last 
election.  Speaking  at  the  Upper  Hutt,  ho 
charged  the  Opposition  with  purchasing  the  dis- 
trict railways,  by  which  the  oolony  was  losing 
some  thousands  every  year.  Just  as  I  have 
already  stated  with  regard  to  charitable  aid,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  quite  willing,  before 
an  audience  who  knew  not  the  facts,  to  put 
the  blame  of  this  purchase  on  the  shoulders  of 
his  opponents.  Turning  to  Hansard,  we  find 
the  evidence  just  as  clear  that,  while  nearly 
every  member  of  the  Opposition  voted  against 
the  proposal,  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
voted  for  it.  Did  time  permit  I  could  quote 
ample  proof  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
expressed  the  strongest  possible  approval  of  the 
purchase,  the  onus  of  which  he  now  seeks  to 
cast  upon  the  Opposition.  Wherever  he  goes, 
no  matter  whether  in  the  House  or  outside  of 
it,  he  never  misses  an  opportunity  of  mis- 
representing his  opponents.  I  regret  very 
much  that  the  time-limit  prevents  me  from 
alluding  to  several  other  questions,  which  I 
hope  to  discuss  when  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment is  brought  down. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.— Sir,  I  do  not  think  I 
would  have  taken  part  in  this  debate — at  least, 
to-night — had  not  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  given  me  special  reason  for  desiring  to 
reply  to  certain  severe  censures  and  criticisms 
on  the  labour  enactments  of  the  present 
Ministry.  I  have  been  termed  for  some  time 
past  a  common  bread-and-butter  politician.  I 
accept  the  term,  and  will  endeavour  to  deal 
with  that  class  of  politics  on  this  occcksion.  As 
I  never  wish  to  deprive  any  man  of  his  author- 
ship, any  scintilla  of  wit  or  bon-mot,  I  will  not 
on  this  occasion  refer  to  the  Budget  without 
quoting  my  authority.  In  the  words  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Parnell,  I  accept  this 
Budget  as  read  (red).  I  am  not  a  heaven- 
born  financier,  nor  have  I  had  a  finsmcial 
training.  Therefore  the  member  who  has  just 
preceded  me  has  placed  me  in  a  particularly 
awkward  position,  inasmuch  as  I  am  quite  un- 
able to  reply  to  or  to  criticize  in  any  way  his 
remarks.  Throughout  the  whole  of  his  re- 
marks, I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  from 
the  erudite  remarks  he  made,  that  he  revels 
in  finance.  He  was  in  a  perfect  labyrinth 
of  figures  throughout  his  whole  speech.  What 
exact  bearing  this  had  on  the  policy  of  the 
Government  I  am  unable  to  determine,  for  the 
reason  that  I  am  not  capable  of  following  his 
finance ;  but,  if  it  was  merely  a  repetition  of 
figures,  I  could  go  to  the  Public  Accounts  of 
the  year,  and  weary  the  House  quite  as  much 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa.  As 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  purpose 
of  this  House  seems  to  be  that,  on  the  one 
hand,  one  side  of  the  House  is  here  to  uave  the 
country,  while  the  other  side  of  the  House  is 
doing  its  level  best  to  prove  that  the  country  is 
either  going  or  gone  **  broke."  Well,  the 
country  seems  to  survive  particularly  well,  so 
that  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  leaving  to  those 
competent  to  deal  with  it  the  finance  of  the 
I  country.  The  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
'  no  doubt  in  his  capacity  as  a  trades-unionist. 
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-oondoles  with  the  poor  strikers  of  1890.  He 
told  OS  he  was  a  Liberal,  and  that  there 
was  really  nothing  new  in  the  terms  "  Liberal  ** 
and  **  Gonser^ative.'*  With  the  seoond  part  of 
the  statement  I  am  willing  to  agree — that,  as 
far  as  the  terms  '*  Liberal "  and  *'  Conserva- 
tive "  go  in  their  desoription  of  any  particular 
political  cleavage,  they  are  really  not  much 
more  than  political  shibboleths.  When  he 
went  on  to  refer  to  the  possibility  of  a  social- 
istic Ministry  sitting  on  those  benches,  expro- 
priating the  present  holders  of  the  benches  of 
all  that  belonged  to  them,  perhaps  he  mtij  not 
have  gone  far  wide  of  the  mark  as  far  as  the 
occupants  of  the  benches  being  Socialists  is 
concerned,  if  he  meant  it  for  a  prediction.  I 
do  believe.  Sir,  that  a  future  Ministry,  and  not 
a  yery  far  distant  one,  will  have  even  a  larger 
degree  of  socialism  in  its  composition  than  has 
tiie  present  one.  And  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  meant  that  they  have  some  of  that 
element  on  their  side  of  the  House  such  as  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  new  socialistic  Ministry, 
then  there  is  nothing  very  great  to  be  afraid  of. 
The  honourable  member  was  kind  enough  to 
approve  of  the  operation  of  the  Ooarts  of  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration,  and  he  said  also  that 
in  his  estimation  all  the  labour  legislation  now 
proposed  oaght  to  be  referred  to  them.  Well, 
with  that,  and  under  certain  conditions,  there 
is  not  a  very  great  deal  to  find  fault.  But  when 
he  came  to  think  of  the  probable  injaries  that 
might  be  done  to  vested  interests  and  the  sacred 
rights  of  property  in  a  sudden  accession  of 
socialistic  mania,  it  was  really  itmusing  to 
behold  the  concern  and  alarm  that  appeared  to 
possess  him.  Now,  it  has  been  the  main  draw- 
back and  difficulty  to  those  who  hold  socialistic 
views,  having  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  men  of 
such  misrepresentations  of  interested  parties  as 
to  the  designs  and  intentions  of  socialism.  To 
show  the  possibility  at  no  distant  date  of  having 
the  Ministerial  benches  occupied  by  a  set  of 
honourable  gentlemen  holding  even  more 
advanced  socialistic  views  than  at  present, 
I  would  like  to  point  out  to  honourable  mem- 
bers on  the  opposite  side  of  this  House  that 
the^  would  be  in  no  bad  company.  "  These 
socialistic  proposals  are  connecced  with  great 
«vils,  and  no  one  who  is  not  absolutely  blind 
will  deny  the  existence  of  those  evils.  It  is  our 
duty  to  do  all  we  can  to  find  remedies  for 
those  evils.  Even  if  we  are  called  Socialists  for 
doing  so  we  shall  get  reconciled  to  it."  That 
is  an  extract  from  a  speech  of  Lord  Salisbury 
in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  19th  May,  1890. 
I  propose,  Sir,  to  demonstrate  to  this  House  as 
well  as  I  can,  and  before  I  conclude,  that  the 
'bread-and-butter  problem,  the  employment- of- 
the-people  problem,  is  a  more  overpowering  and 
absorbing  problem  than  any  other  which  can 
possibly  engage  the  attention  of  this  House.  It 
18  a  problem  that  is  standing  as  a  menace  to 
any  party  which  may  hold  the  reins  of  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  an  increasing  quantity  that  any 
Oovemment  must  face  and  deal  with,  and  in 
its  solution  only  can  the  Qovemment  hope  for 
'Continuance  in  office.  Now,  the  honourable  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  when  speaking  on  the 


Budget,  expressed  some  very  kindly  sentlmento 
towards  the  old-age  pension  scheme,  and  in 
the  utmost  sincerity,  I  believe,  he  offered  sug- 
gestions to  this  House  as  to  how  it  might  be 
approached.  The  honourable  gentleman  told, 
the  House  that  he  had  been--or  he  was  at 
present.  I  am  not  certain  which — a  member  of 
a  friendly  society,  and  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  working  of  these  societies.  At  the 
first  blush  it  does  appear  as  if  friendly  societies 
might  be  utilised  for  some  kind  of  beneficent 
scheme  for  the  aged  as  well  as  a  provision 
against  sickness  and  death  of  the  head  of  the 
family.  But  what  about  that  partioular  class 
of  people  who  cannot  afford  to  belong  to 
friendly  societies  ?  What  does  it  mean  to  the 
casual  employ^,  who,  when  he  loses  two  or 
three  weeks'  work,  falls  behind  with  his  contri- 
butions, even  if  only  Is.  per  week?  Those 
gentlemen  who  sit  on  those  benches  in  opposi- 
tion have  passed  comfortable  lives — indeed, 
they  are  not  aware  that  a  back-set.  caused  by 
enforced  idleness  on  the  part  of  a  man  in  the 
lower  grades  of  the  artisan  and  labouring  classes 
means,  if  it  is  only  a  question  of  a  few  shil- 
lings even,  a  dead  horse  of  months.  And  the 
immediate  urgencies  of  the  home  and  belong- 
ings are  so  great  that  he  is  compeUed  to 
go  to  his  grocer,  to  his  landlord,  and  to  those 
who  provide  him  with  raiment  for  himself  and 
his  family  with  the  few  shillings  he  can  get ; 
and  as  the  dead  horse  increases,  so  the  chances 
of  hie  rehabilitating  himself  in  his  society, 
diminish  to  the  vanishing-point.  I  have  Imown 
hundreds  of  my  fellow  -  workmen  who  have 
lapsed  from  friendly  societies  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  that  they  were  unable  to  pay  their 
contributions.  These  are  the  people  whom  we 
want  to  benefit  primarily  with  the  old-age  pen- 
sion scheme,  and  where  in  a  practical  way  the 
efforts  of  the  friendly  societies  must  neces- 
sarily fail.  I  will  suggest  at  a  later  time 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  only  method  of 
dealing  with  the  old-age  pension  matter.  But, 
before  leaving  the  utterances  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  I  may  say  he  expressed 
an  opinion  that  the  Government  railways 
might  be  more  advantageously  worked  under  a 
non-political  Board  of  Commissioners.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  in  his  mind's  eye  a  reversion  to  the  run- 
ning of  our  railways  on  business  lines,  of  which 
we  have  already  had  an  experience.  There 
are  not  lacking  in  this  country  those  patriotic 
gentlemen  who  strenuously  and  persistently 
advocate  the  selling  of  our  national  railways. 
They  are  so  benighted  that  they  even  want  to 
rid  the  State  of  that  revenue-producing  and 
facility-giving  asset,  oblivious  of  the  fact  that 
the  whole  trend  of  public  opinion  is  towards 
the  complete  management  of  all  means  of 
locomotion  and  of  all  inachinevy  of  production 
by  the  State.  And,  although  it  may  be  said 
that  the  Commissioners  were  not  left  unim- 
peded and  unembarrassed,  the  fact  remains 
that  the  railways  are  there  primarily  for  the 
convenience  and  benefit  of  the  settlers  of  the 
country,  and  not  for  a  dividend-paying  purpose ; 
and  I  submit  to  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
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opposite  side  of  the  Hoase,  and  many  of  them 
have  agreed,  that  under  the  skilful  management 
of  the  present  Minister  of  Railways,  aided  by 
his  equally  competent  and  skilful  official  chiefs, 
the  management  has  been  such  as  to  warrant 
ns  in  continuing,  at  all  hasards,  the  present 
system  of  railway  management.  Now,  Sir,  I 
would  like  to  allude  shortly  to  the  utterances 
of  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City,  Sir  Robert  Stout.  That  honour- 
able gentleman  gave  us  a  short  outline  of  an 
annuity  scheme  which  amounted  to  this,  as  far 
as  I  was  able  to  judge :  Save  up  your  money 
until  you  are  old ;  then  you  will  have  some- 
thing to  spend.  But  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  kindly  tell  us  what  the  poorest  of 
the  poor  are  to  do ;  if  he  could  possibly  show 
us  how  they  could  possibly  save  against  old  age, 
they  and  I  would  feel  deeply  indebted.  But 
there  is  a  depth  to  which  thrift  will  not  apply. 
There  is  a  depth  wherein  thrift  has  no  signifi- 
cance. To  tell  a  man  who  has  only  two  meals 
a  day  to  be  frugal  is  the  height  of  absurdity 
and  of  cruelty.  People  are  prone  to  preach 
frugality  who  get  well-to-do.  Shakespeare 
has  well  said  that  "hardships  acquaint  us 
with  strange  bedfellows,"  but  I  think  it  does 
more — it  gives  us  a  keener  and  a  livelier  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  are  sufferers.  And  I 
want  to  impress  it  upon  honourable  gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  any  old-age 
pension  scheme  which  is  based  upon  the  con- 
tribution of  the  prospective  participants  will 
necessarily  omit  the  most  necessitous  portion 
of  the  community,  and  those  for  whose  sole 
aid  this  old-age  pensions  scheme  was  primarily 
conceived.  The  honourable  gentleman,  my 
colleague  for  the  Oity  of  Wellington,  made 
a  speech  which,  I  am  bound  to  say,  im- 
pressed me  very,  very  deeply.  It  was  the 
speech  of  a  master-mind,  it  was  the  speech  of 
a  leader  of  thought,  it  was  marked  in  its  tone 
as  being  beyond  and  above  everything  critical. 
But  he  alluded  to  an  instance  of  what  he  was 
pleased  to  term  "  political  corruption  " — I  mean 
his  allusion  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Haselden 
as  Magistrate — in  respect  of  which  I  wish  to  say 
just  one  or  two  words.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  because  of  the  interest  on 
certain  occasions  the  gentleman  in  question 
took  in  matters  political  locally,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position.  Well,  I  desire 
before  the  House  to  disclaim  any  knowledge  or 
to  disclaim  any  collusion  in  such  connection. 
As  to  the  salary  I  know  nothing.  I  am  per- 
fectly confident  the  gentleman  in  question 
exercised  no  influence  whatever  for  or  against 
my  candidature,  nor  do  I  know  that  he  assisted 
my  candidature  in  any  degree.  My  first  con- 
nection with  him  was  at  the  period  when  I  was 
the  accepted  of  the  people,  and  I  was  intro- 
duced to  him  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  in  his 
oapAcity  as  president  of  a  certain  political 
society;  this  was  after  I  had  undergone  the 
oancus  ballot  of  all  the  organized  trades  of 
the  City  of  Wellington.  I  have  no  wish  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  mention  with  any  kind  of 
asperity  the  appointments  of  publio  men, 
especially  of  men  to  such  offices  where  it  is 
Mr,  J,  HtUcheaan 


absolutely  essential  that  there  should  be 
nothing  derogatory  said  about  their  status 
or  their  capacity.  I  only  allude  to  the  matter 
to  explain  my  position  in  connection  with 
the  appointment,  as  it  might  have  been  open 
to  the  construction — as  my  honourable  col- 
league Sir  Robert  Stout  might  have  put  that- 
oonstruction  upon  it — that  I  had  some  politi- 
cal interest  in  this  appointment.  Now,  my 
honourable  colleague  asked  the  House  last 
night  what  it  was  that  had  made  Scotchmen 
leave  their  homes  to  go  to  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  what  made  them  a  success  theriB, 
and  some  honourable  member  called  out 
"Porridge."  I  echoed  it.  And  I  can  assure 
honourable  members,  and  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Uiat  it  was  not  porridge  that  sent  me  out' 
here.  I  had  plenty  of  it  at  Home  ;  too  much. 
It  was  not  want;  I  had  plen^  of  that  too. 
But  it  was  to  better  my  position  that  I  left 
Home ;  and  that  is  what  most  Scotchmen  leave 
Home  for — to  better  their  positions,  to  get  away 
from  the  porridge.  That  is  why  they  are  leav- 
ing home.  And  I  can  tell  honourable  members- 
another  thing  that  sends  Scotchmen  away  from 
home.  The  Duke  of  Sutherland  and  others  of 
his  kind  made  many  Scotchmen  leave  home. 
From  the  Duke  of  Sutherland's  estates  Scotch- 
men were  driven  out  barefooted  and  bareheaded 
by  shiploads  to  Nova  Scotia.  There  are  plenty 
of  gentlemen  like  him  that  are  possessed  of  the 
earth- hunger ;  and  when  these  great  country 
estates  are  turned  into  deer-forests,  those  are 
the  things  that  send  Scotchmen  away  from 
their  homes.  I  come  from  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try which  has  a  vivid  recollection  of  these 
things.  If  Scotchmen  attain  to  any  degree  of 
success  elsewhere  it  only  shows  that  the  con- 
ditions to  enable  them  to  make  that  success  at 
home  are  lacking,  and  that  kings  and  lords  of  the 
earth,  possessed  of  the  incurable  earth-hunger, 
refuse  them  free  access  to  the  land.  Now,  Sir, 
I  will  touch  on  the  important  labour  question* 
11  ao  ^  demands  of  labour  at  present  are 
11.3U.  ^^^  g^  much  for  a  fresh  social  or- 
ganization as  for  the  regulation  and  adjustment 
of  the  existing  industrial  system.  What  labour 
mostly  complains  of  is  that  it  finds  itself  with 
insufficient  and  inconstant  work,  and  also  that 
it  finds  itself  with  insufficient  wages  as  repre- 
sented by  the  lifetime's  earnings.  Now,  these- 
are  the  charges  that  labour  has  got,  and  it  is  a 
very  serious  problem,  and  will  not  take  a  denial. 
It  has  to  be  answered.  They  say  it  is  like  the 
problem  of  the  Sphinx,  and  that  we  have  no 
CEdipus  to  interpret  it.  And  this  is  how  it  waa 
put :  The  old  school  of  economists  tell  us  that 
there  is  a  cast-iron  law  of  supply  and  demand. 
They  say  there  is  no  possiiue  way  of  getting 
beyond  the  fact  that  supply  must  always  be 
regulated  by  the  demand,  and  the  cause  of 
unemployment  is  entirely  attributable  to  the 
labour-saving  machinery,  to  foreign  com- 
petition, and  to  cheap  labour — to  anything 
you  like ;  and  there  they  let  it  remain, 
and  are  perfectly  satisfied.  Now,  what  is 
the  purpose  of  production  ?  I  ask  honourable 
members  of  tnis  House  what  is  the  first 
consideration  that  enters   into   the   head  of 
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a  manufacturer— the  mao  whose  capital  is 
invested  in  any  kind  of  industry  whatever.  Is 
it  to  provide  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  com- 
forts of  life,  or  the  luxuries  of  life  for  those 
-who  require  them  ?  No,  it  is  hut  to  fill  his 
own  pockets.  Is  it  not  to  create  dividends  for 
the  concern  ?  Undoubtedly  it  is.  There  lies 
the  answer  to  the  whole  thing.  The  oast-iron 
laws  of  supply  and  demand  of  the  professors 
of  political  economy  have  stuck  in  the  working- 
men's  throat  for  a  long  time.  They  could  not 
answer  that,  because  they  did  not  know 
enough.  But  the  trouble  is  that  production 
ia  not  carried  on  to  satisfy  demands,  but  to 
create  false  markets,  to  make  combinations, 
and  all  for  the  one  purpose  of  putting  a  large 
dividend  into  the  pockets  of  the  competi- 
tive capitalist.  I  will  ask  honourable  gentle- 
men to  carry  their  minds  back  to  the 
strike  of  1890.  It  is  now  some  time  ago, 
and,  as  a  participant  myself,  I  feel  at  this 
length  of  time  able  to  speak  without  the 
slightest  animus  or  feeling.  The  honourable 
member  for  Patea  told  us  that  the  present 
Qovernment  succeeded  to  power  on  the  re- 
actionary wave  of  defeated  strikers.  That  is 
so— that  is  perfectly  so.  I  thoroughly  indorse 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it  that  the  de- 
feated striker  turned  his  attention  to  politics ; 
and  there  is  no  question  about  it  that  he  did 
his  work  efficiently  and  well,  because  here  is  a 
good  sturdy  survival  of  the  strike  of  1691.  Well, 
the  main  charge  that  is  levelied  against  the 
Government  is  that  they  have  paid  no  heed  to 
the  general  well-being  of  the  country,  but  have 
busied  themselves  with  abominable  labour- 
laws.  Well,  they  have  certainly  a  record 
upon  the  books;  but  I  do  not  see  any  in- 
dication on  the  part  of  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite,  or  on  the  part  of  the  country,  to 
repeal  any  of  them.  They  were  equally  timo- 
rous of  each  and  everyone  of  these  vicious  past 
measures  as  they  are  of  the  Eight  Hours  Bill 
and  the  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill.  Tbey 
endowed  all  these  pieces  of  legislation  with  the 
same  alleged  vicious  principles  as  they  now  lay 
to  the  charge  of  the  admittedly  imperfect  enact- 
ments proposed,  and  they  predicted  all  sorts  of 
dreadful  things.  But  they  forgot  that  the  pro- 
posed measures  have  yet  to  stand  the  test  of  a 
critical  House,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
they  will  go  in  their  present  imperfect  state  on 
the  statute-book.  Now,  it  is  a  customary  thing 
for  the  representatives  of  capital  generally  to 
cry  oat  loudly  for  freedom  of  contract.  Well,  I 
am  sore  the  workmen  of  any  country  would 
be  perfectly  VTilling  to  accede  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  capital  freedom  of  contract, 
provided  they  would  agree  to  give  them 
needom  from  starvation,  and  give  them  free- 
dom of  access  to  the  land.  Now,  I  would 
just  like  to  ask  honourable  gentlemen  who  are 
dependent  for  their  income  on  the  joint  work 
of  a  great  number  of  men,  what  kind  of  fix  they 
would  find  themselves  in  for  a  living  if  the 
workmen  only  had  freedom  from  the  whip  of 
starvation  and  freedom  of  access  to  the  land. 
They  would  have  to  take  ofi  their  coats  and 


tuck  ap  their  sleeyeg  and  work ;  they  would 
have  to  do  that,  unless  they  might  think  it 
worth  their  while  to  take  some  of  their  work- 
men into  partnership  with  them,  and  give  them 
a  fair  divide  that  they  are  not  getting  now. 
Now,  it  might  be  said,  if  every  workman  was 
given  an  assurance  that  he  would  not  be  face  to 
face  with  starvation  at  any  particular  time  of 
his  life,  we  would  have  the  whole  country  full 
of  loafers.  Well,  possibly  the  workman  might 
refuse  to  slave  from  compulsion  when  he  dis- 
covered he  had  no  need  to  dread  the  wolf 
through  a  possible  illness.  A  rheumatic  pain 
fills  him  now  with  more  alarm  than  it  does 
the  moneyed  classes.  His  arm  is  his  stock 
in  trade.  He  feels  terribly  alarmed  when  he 
feels  anything  like  a  sciatic  pain.  If  he 
is.  laid  up  everything  goes  by  the  board — 
his  contribution  to  the  friendly  society,  his 
contribution  to  the  life  insurance  office— it 
means  everything  to  him.  Now,  very  possibly, 
if  you  were  to  give  him  an  assurance  that  as 
long  as  nature  allowed  him  to  live  he  would 
have  a  roof  over  his  head  and  a  bit  of  bread 
for  himself  and  family  he  would  at  once  take  a 
good  holiday.  And  I  would  not  blame  him  for 
it  if  he  did.  But  he  would  go  to  work  again ; 
otherwise  why  are  you  gentlemen  of  the  wealthy 
class  always  so  very  busy  looking  after  all  sorts 
of  philanthropic  purposes,  even  down  to— but  I 
will  not  enumerate  them,  because  you  all  know 
them.  But  every  one  who  has  time  on  his  hands 
is  very  busy  seeking  an  outlet  for  his  energies, 
and  his  mind  naturally  turns  to  that  foji* 
which  it  is  best  adapted.  Now,  socialism 
seeks  for  nothing  ejse  than  such  a  condition  of 
things  as  would  allow  the  individuality  of  the 
man  to  gravitate  towards  its  proper  position. 
Now,  coming  to  the  question  of  the  old-age 
pensions :  Looking  at  the  Civil  List  the  other 
night,  and  reverting  to  a  few'  of  the  words  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton,  I  see  a 
very  handsome  list.  I  see  some  there  with 
pensions  and  salaries  such  as  no  workman, 
however  talented,  could  ever  hope  to  aspire  to. 
I  do  not  begrudge  those  gentlemen  one  single 
penny  of  it.  There  are  pensions  there  of  over 
£600,  and  they  have  a  right  to  it ;  and  now  they 
are  going  about,  a  living  exposition  of  what  the 
workers  are  clamouring  for  in  a  lesser  degree, 
and  proportionate  to  their  services  to  the  com- 
munity. They  are  the  soldiers  of  indostxy  who 
have  lived  and  worked  their  full  term  of  ser- 
vice. That  is  all  the  qualification  that  should 
be  necessary.  That  they  shall  have  lived  and 
shall  have  worked  according  to  their  abilities 
and  the  possibilities  of  their  surroundings 
is  a  sufficient  warranty  that  they  should 
be  indemnified  from  the  most  cruel  penury 
— the  "chill  penury"  of  which  blind  Milton 
spoke— in  their  old  age.  No  doubt  it  will  be 
contended  that  the  pressure  of  the  old-age 
pensions  scheme  will  necessitate  increased 
taxation,  and  that  leads  me  to  the  subject 
of  taxation.  And  here,  again,  I  should  like 
to  say  another  thing  which  will  probably  be 
pooh-poohed  or  laughed  at.  I  do  not  believe 
in  taxing  any  man's  income.  Not  one  single 
penny  tax  would  I  put  on  brains.    I  allude  to 
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that  peurtioular  inoome  wliich  a  man  makes  by 
his  talents.  A  civil  engineer  may  get  and  may 
be  worth  a  couple  of  thousand  pounds  a  year. 
'Every  penny  of  that  belongs  to  him.  It  is  con- 
tended that  the  professions  have  large  salaries 
— the  medical  profession,  the  legal  profession  : 
every  one  of  those  who  have  brains,  and  are 
able  to  command  large  salaries,  are  entitled  to 
the  full  use  of  them.  Of  course,  the  State,  again, 
might  prevent  certain  conditions  with  regard 
to  the  trades-unionism  of  the  lawyers.  They 
have  set  up  a  very  close  corporation.  Why, 
the  vulgar  trades-union  proposals,  the  Master 
and  Apprentice  Act,  is  a  mere  circumstance 
to  the  oast-iron  surroundings  of  this  high-toned 
union.  A  Law  Bureau  might  be  established 
whereby  law  could  be  dispensed  to  the  poorer 
classes — whereby  a  poor  man  could  execute  a 
mortgage  or  transfer  his  bit  of  cottage  and 
property  at  a  mere  nominal  cost,  except  as 
to  the  necessary  registration  -  fees,  et  cetera. 
This  would  prevent  the  tyranny  of  the  legal 
fraternity  on  the  poorer  classes,  and  I  would 
leave  those  gentlemen  with  large  banking  ac- 
counts to  fight  the  lawyers  according  to  the 
best  of  their  ability.  As  for  the  medical  pro- 
fession, there  is  scarcely  a  family  man  who 
does  not  know  that,  what  with  the  friendly 
societies*  arrangements,  and  the  number  of 
bad  debts  on  their  books,  the  medical  pro- 
fession is  the  worst- paid  profession  in  existence. 
The  conditions  of  tneir  life  are  worse,  if  any- 
thing, than  that  of  the  common  sailor.  Their 
remuneration  is  precarious.  We  have  instances 
here  locally  of  people  who  can  well  afford  to 
pay  a  qualified  medical  man  going  to  the 
charitable  institutions — as  I  believe  the  In- 
spector has  called  our  hospitals — and  getting 
gratuitous  medical  advice  and  medicine.  So 
that,  what  with  one  thing  and  another,  I  would 
exempt  all  incomes  that  are  derived  from  a 
man's  labour  either  by  brain  or  by  hand,  or 
both ;  but  such  incomes  as  were  derived  from 
money-mongering,  I  would  just  like  the  State 
to  take  10s.  in  the  pound  out  of.  This  is  ex- 
actly what  I  would  like  to  do  with  a  man  who 
had  acquired  so  much  wealth  by  the  exercise 
of  his  profession  ;  hut  if  he  had  no  other  useful 
purpose  to  put  it  to  than  to  invest  it  in  bonds, 
mortgages — to  farm  it  out  as  a  money-farmer 
— if,  I  say,  he  had  no  other  useful  purpose 
to  put  his  money  to,  no  more  responsible 
duties  to  discharge  excepting  the  tearing-off 
of  the  butt  of  a  bond  and  signing  his  name 
to  a  paper,  he  should  pay  to  the  State  for  the 
privilege  of  his  idleness.  I  intended  to  touch 
on  other  matters;  but.  before  passing  on,  I 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  workman  has 
found  this  out:  he  has  discovered  that  the 
land  question  and  the  labour  question  are 
one  and  the  same  thing ;  and  when  the  Go- 
vernment succeeds  in  properly  solving  the  "un- 
employed '*  difficulty  it  will  only  be  through 
the  solution  of  the  land  difficulty.  I  do  not 
desire  to  be  considered  a  prophet,  but  before 
many  years  are  over  in  this  colony  we  shall 
certainly  see  an  attempt  made  to  settle  labour 
colonies  in  this  country:  where  access  will 
be  given  to  the  lands,  where  the  Government 
Mr.  J.  Hutchesoii 


will  assist  in  the  erection  of  houses,  where  the 
artisans  will  be  settled  around  them  to  work  for 
those  who  are  producing  there.  In  fact,  it  will 
mean  the  gradual  absorption  of  the  land.  That 
reminds  me  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  seemed  to  have  the  idea  that  land- 
nationalisation  implied  confiscation;  bat,  Sir^ 
wherever  the  Government  have  resumed  estates 
they  have  done  so  on  fair  and  equitable  terms. 
The  expropriated  landowners  have  been  fully 
paid  where  Government  resumption  has  taken 
place — ^probably  too  much  in  the  estimation  of 
some ;  but  I  would  not  begrudge  that  so  long  as- 
it  did  not  involve  paying  more  than  the  fair 
value.  But  is  there  any  likelihood  of  any  Go- 
vernment doing  anything  unfair  in  regard  to 
any  of  these  estates— by  confiscating  any  man 'a 
property  which  he  has  acquired  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law?  It  is  mere  blufi  on  the 
part  of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  in 
attempting  to  suggest  that  any  member  of  a 
Ministry  is  sufficiently  piratical  to  at  any  time^ 
seek  to  pass  a  law  by  the  aid  of  a  servile  majority 
of  members  of  this  House  whereby  everything 
a  man  was  possessed  of  would  be  taken  from 
him.  That  is  too  strong  an  argument  to  ad- 
vance. But  such  has  been  quoted  and  urged 
against  the  socialistic  proposals  ever  since  I 
can  remember.  I  was  told  when  I  was  younger 
that  socialism  meant  the  fair  out-and-out 
division  of  the  world's  wealth  at  the  banks 
every  week— that  we  could  spend  it  all,  and 
come  back  and  get  more.  That  is  a  pretty 
fair  sample  of  the  misrepresentation  to  which 
socialism  is  subjected.  There  are  clever  and 
cultured  men  in  the  Fabian  Society;  there 
are  also  clever  men  like  the  man  at  the  head 
of  the  Tory  Government  of  Great  Britain: 
they  write  these  books  and  invite  people  to 
read  them,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  danger 
but  that  in  the  near  future  the  people  will  iJso 
understand  their  teachings.  And  I  advise  all 
those  who  are  opposed  to  anything  that  is  fair 
and  reasonable  in  the  way  of  legislation  that 
tends  towards  State  socialism  to  be  wise  in 
their  day  and  generation,  and  anticipate  the 
inevitable.  Before  I  conclude  I  should  like  to 
make  allusion  to  the  Department  of  Lands. 
The  Minister  of  Lands  has  had  experienoes  in 
his  youth  that  have  peculiarly  fitted  him  for 
his  high  office.  He  has  seen  the  cottars  by 
the  dozen  camped  in  the  kirkyard  under  the 
trees,  on  their  way  to  the  beach,  to  be  shipped 
ofi  like  so  many  cattle,  and  with  as  much  care. 
Do  you  wonder  he  has  got  a  terror  of  earth- 
hunger?  Do  you  wonder  that  he  objects  to 
traffic  in  land — that  he  objects  to  absolute  free 
trade  in  land  ?  Probably  he  will  go  a  step  for- 
ward. I  am  not  without  a  hope  of  a  Minister 
who  has  had  such  experience ;  and  I  say  that 
lands  ought  to  be  revalued,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
be  able  to  persuade  the  Minister  to  see  it  in 
that  light.  But  one  thing  in  connection 
with  the  Lands  Department  I  should  like  to 
point  out:  We  have  not  got  any  land  for 
workmen's  homes  in  the  vicinity  of  Welling- 
ton yet. 

Mr.    TANNER. —  Has  any  been    procured 
elsewhere  ? 
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Mr.  J.  HTJTOHESON.— It  was  promised,  and 
we  are  looking  for  it,  and  we  will  wait  with 
patience. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — We  were  not  aUowed  to 
take  it. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.— But  yon  said  we  can 
do  what  we  like-— yon  said  this  side  of  the 
House  oould  do  what  it  jolly  well  pleases ;  and 
I  hox»e  it  is  going  to  take  this  land.  Just  before 
£  close  I  should  like  to  give  the  honourable 
gentlemen  in  opposition  the  refutation  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  when  he  said  that  the  Ministry  h^  no 
real  sympathy  with  the  Labour  party— that 
it  saw  its  opportunity  and  on  the  top  of  a 
big  reaoUonary  wave  floated  right  up  on  to 
dry  land.  I  have  here  in  my  hand  a  copy 
of  the  Labour  Laws  of  New  Zealand,  mostly 
passed  since  1891 — a  tangible  proof  and  reason 
why  the  labouring-classes  of  New  Zealand 
belleye  that  the  Government  do  consider  their 
interests  and  do  represent  them.  I  will  enu- 
merate a  few  of  the  principal  proofs  of  sincerity  : 
**  The  Conspiracy  Law  Amendment  Act,  1894," 
before  which  one  was  liable  to  be  imprisoned 
for  belonging  to  a  trades-union  (unless  you 
were  a  unionist  lawyer) ;  "  The  Oontraotora'  and 
Workmen's  Lien  Act,  1892  " ;  *•  The  Employers' 
-Liability  Act,  1891"  (these  are  my  Budget 
statistics.  I  have  listened  to  a  great  many 
figures,  which  were  probably  as  dreary  to  me 
as  my  statistics  may  prove  to  some  other 
honourable  gentlemen) ;  **  The  Factories  Act, 
1894  " ;  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Acts,  1894  and  1895 ;  "  The  Servants'  Re- 
gistry Office  Act,  1895  "  ;  '*  The  Shipping  and 
Seamen's  Act,  1894";  the  Shops  and  Shop- 
assistants  Acts,  1894  and  1895 ;  the  Truck  Act ; 
"The  Wages  Attachment  Act,  1895";  the 
Workmen's  Wages  Acts,  1891  and  1898— any  of 
these  are  worth  the  confidence  of  the  country. 
Some  of  these  enactments  were  such  as  at 
one  time  were  considered  so  daring  that  the 
Ministry  had  a  brave  heart  which  resolutely 
put  them  on  the  statute-book ;  and  it  is  because 
the  working- classes  of  the  colony  have  not  yet 
seen  any  indication  of  an  intention  to  throw 
them  over  or  to  use  them  for  their  own  pur- 
poses that  they  are  so  strong  in  support  of  the 
present  Ministry. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  Factories  Act  was 
brought  in  nearly  twenty  years  ago  by  this  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHBSON.  — Yes,  I  know:  a 
favourite  plan  Conservatives  had  of  saving  the 
drowning  workman  was  to  drop  the  rope  to 
within  an  inch  of  his  nose  and  draw  it  back 
again.  Sir,  the  charge  of  insincerity  will  not 
lie  against  the  present  Qovemment,  because 
the  country  quite  recently  has  declared  its 
confidence  in  the  Government.  As  long  as  the 
present  Ministry  lay  their  minds  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  will  of  the  people  so  long  will 
they  retain  office.  It  may  come  true  that  a 
socialistic  Ministry  will  occupy  those  benches, 
but,  as  to  the  future  chances  for  the  policy 
carried  on  by  the  Conservative  or  **  Continuous  " 
Ministry,  it  is  as  dead  as  Julius  CsBaar.  To 
show  that  I  am  not  altogether  infatuated  or 


daszled  by  the  glitter  of  the  Ministry  of  whom 
I  am  supposed  to  be  a  servile  supporter,  I  have 
something  to  say  against  them,  and  I  shall  say 
it  as  frankly  and  openly  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton.  I  will  first  refer  ta 
the  Marine  Report,  from  which  I  quote  aa 
follows : — 

*'  It  heus  been  found  necessary  to  exercise  the- 
greatest  eaution  in  accepting  statutory  de- 
clarations from  men  that  they  are  entitled  to 
ship.  The  law  allows  such  declarations  to  be 
accepted  in  the  case  of  seamen  who  have  lost 
their  disoherges,  and  who  in  consequence  ar» 
unable  to  produce  documentary  evidence  of 
their  qualification  for  the  rating  of  able  sea- 
men or  firemen,  as  the  case  may  be.  The 
department  has  good  reason  to  believe  that 
men  without  the  proper  qualifications  have 
made  declarations  that  they  were  entitled  to- 
ship,  and  instructions  have  therefore  been 
issued  to  Superintendents  of  Mercantile  Marine 
that  in  all  doubtfuk  cases  they  are  to  question^ 
the  men  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  duties  of 
a  seaman  before  granting  a  permit." 

Will  the  members  of  this  House  believft 
me  when  I  say  there  is  no  such  thing  ae 
a  Superintendent  of  Mercantile  Marine  in 
New  Zealand?  He  is  a  myth.  He  is  only  a 
clerk  from  the  Customs,  who  is  supposed  to^ 
cross-question  a  man  who  represents  himself 
an  able  seaman  ;  and  he  cannot  tell  whether  he 
is  a  seaman  or  not.  A  man  can  go  and  make- 
a  declaration  that  he  is  an  able  seaman,  and 
there  is  no  Superintendent  to  find  out  whether 
he  is  or  not.  I  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  of  Marine  to  a  case  where  two  men 
had  entered  their  names  in  a  book  as  beinic 
able  seamen.  They  were  furnished  with  per- 
mits, and  served  for  a  period  on  a  vessel  goin^ 
up  and  down  the  coast,  and  when  they  were 
discharged  they  were  furnished  with  able  sea> 
men's  certificates  and  turned  loose  as  able 
seamen,  whereas  they  were  not  able  seamen 
at  all.  There  is  no  check  at  present  against 
any  impostor  going  there  and  declaring  he  i» 
an  able  seaman.  That  cannot  be  prevented 
until  we  have  qualified  mariners  in  the  posi- 
tion of  Superintendents  of  Mercantile  Marine. 

12  0  ^^^>  ^  believe  it  was  mistaken 
'  *  economy  to  amalgamate  the  Costoma 
and  Marine  Departments,  because  those  most 
estimable  and  efficient  officers  of  the  Gustoma 
Department  are  not  competent  administratora 
of  the  Marine  Department.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision made  at  present  for  the  inspection  or 
supervision  of  the  equipment  and  life-saving^ 
apparatus  of  sailing-vessels.  Until  such  tim» 
as  complaint  is  made,  or  there  is  an  awful 
hullabaloo  raised,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of 
the  "  William  Thompson,"  there  will  be  nothing 
done.  I  have  no  doubt  honourable  members 
will  have  some  recollection  of  what  occurred  in 
the  case  of  the  **  William  Thompson,"  about 
two  years  ago.  On  that  occasion  I  had  tha- 
honour  to  furnish  this  House  with  an  expert 
report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  ship's  rigging 
and  top-hamper.  That  was  only  done  after 
the  seamen  had  practically  refused  to  go  to> 
sea    in    the  vessel.    There    are    nautical    ad» 
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^▼iB^rs  to  the  GoTemment,  it  is  tnie,  whose 
4aty    it   is,    when   requested    to    do   so,    to 
examine     the     equipment     and    top-hamper 
and   life-saving  apparatus    of   sailing-yessels. 
But,  again,  that  is    not   done  until  the  in- 
.  itiatdve  is  taken  hy  the  seamen — the  very  men 
who  will  make  the  least  objection.    They  are 
•notorious  growlers,  but  it  is  '* growl  and  go" 
with  them.    They  do  not  growl  openly  until  it 
is  an  extreme  case.    In  many  cases  they  risk 
their  lives  rather  than  complain  openly.    Here 
is  a  case  which  has  happened  under  our  pre- 
sent law :  A  vessel  entered  this  port  on  a  voyage 
f  r(»n  New  York.    The  captain  said  to  the  cook, 
"I  am  going   to   disrate  you    from   cook  to 
that  of  ordinary  seaman,"  and  he  still  allowed 
the  cook  to  remain  in   the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  cook.    I  may  say  he  was  a  coloured 
man.    The  captain  gave  him  £1  and  his  dis- 
charge as  cook.    Mark  you,  he  rendered  this 
man  a  false  account  of  his  wages,  because 
he  shipped  at  five   guineas   a   month.     The 
«ook    had    been    at    work  over  two  months, 
and  ought  to  have  had  £11  or  £12  coming 
to  htm.    The   captain   gave   him  £1  on  the 
score  that  he  had  reduced  him.    What  the 
Uw  provides  in  such  a  case  is  this :  that,  im- 
mediately   disrating    takes    place,  that   fact 
shall  be  entered  in  the  official  log-book,  and 
the  entry  read  to  the  disrated  seaman  in  the 
presence  of  two  seamen  and  two  officers.    No 
such  entry  was  made  in   the  log-book.     No 
account  of  wages  was  rendered  to  the  seiunan 
twenty-four    hours   before    he   came    to   the 
paying-table,  as  is  provided  in  the  Act.    Why  ? 
Because  there  is  no  officer  to  see  that  the  law 
is  complied  with.     I  have  uiged  for  twelve 
months  for  the  appointment  of  a  competent 
master-mariner  in  each  of  the  principal  ports 
to  see  that  the  law  is  carried  out.    Again,  why 
should    seamen,    of    all    men  in    the    world, 
require    middlemen    to    come    between   them 
and  the  master  stnd  owner?    Why  are  there 
men  licensed  to  come  between  the  men  and 
the  captain  ?    I  allude  to  those  men  who  are 
licensed  to  procure  seamen  for  shipmasters. 
Why  are  not  competent  shipping-masters  ap- 
pointed to  see  that  the  law  is  given  effect  to  ? 
Wh^  should  they  be  allowed  to  deal  in  human 
bodies  ?    I  could  have  understood  it  in  the  old 
times,  when  they  had  to  resurrect  **  blackleg  " 
sailors;  but  now  I  cannot  understand  it  at 
All.     Why    there  should  be   any  middleman 
between  the  mariner,  whatever  his  capacity 
may  be,  and  the  owner  or  captain  of  the  vessel 
passes  my  comprehension.     This  evil  can  be 
abolished  by  the  appointment  of  four  master- 
mariners   as    Superintendents   of    Mercantile 
Marine  at  the  four  central  ports.    And  if  I  had 
time  I  could  show  the  House  that  the  revenue 
obtained  from  the  fee  charged  for  shipping 
And  discharging    seamen  amounts    to  about 
£1,250,  which  would  amply  pay  the  salary  of 
lour  competent  master- mariners ;  and  I  know 
no  reason  in  the  world  why  the  provisions  of 
our   advanced    Shipping    and    Seamen's    Act 
should  not  be  exercised  so  as  to  provide  for 
this  matter.    One  little  matter  more — and  it 
cefers  to  the  Government  steamers.    Further, 
Mr.  J.  Hutcheson 


I  do  not  know  any  reason  in  the  world  why 
the  provisions  of  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's 
Act  should  not  be  applied  to  the  Government 
steamers.  In  a  case  where  a  seaman  is  injured 
or  where  he  takes  sick  in  a  merchant  vessel, 
and  is  taken  to  the  hospital,  he  [is  provided 
under  the  Act  with  three  months'  wages  to 
cover  the  time  of  his  illness.  If  he  is  taken  to 
the  hospital  out  of  a  Government  steamer  it  is 
a  compasionate-allowance  he  gets  if  he  gets  any- 
thing at  all.  I  know  a  case  where  a  man  was 
ruptured  while  carrying  a  case  on  shore  out  of 
a  Government  steamer  at  one  of  the  light- 
houses ;  and  the  Marine  Department  was  kind 
enough  to  defray  the  medicaJ  expenses  and  give 
him  a  truss.  If  he  had  been  injured  on  any 
little  "  billy-boy  "  he  would  have  received  three 
months'  pay  while  he  was  lying  on  the  broad 
of  his  back,  and  he  would  also  have  received 
all  wages  earned  to  the  time  of  his  injury.  I 
would  like  to  see  the  Government  steamers 
brought  under  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act 
as  well  as  other  vessels  ;  and  generally,  if  the 
Government  are  going  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  overtime  in  legislation  contemplated 
in  connection  with  private  employment,  they 
should  apply  the  same  principle  to  their  own 
State  departments. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.  — I  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— TUl  when  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Till  to-morrow,  at  half-past 
two. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  hope  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  is  not  going  to  adopt  tiiat  course. 
To-morrow  is  practically  the  only  private  mem- 
bers' day  that  we  shall  have  for  local  Bills, 
perhaps  with  one  exception,  for  the  whole  ses- 
sion.    Standing  Order  No.  75  says  : — 

'*  For  the  first  six  weeks  of  the  session  there 
shall  be  no  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  for 
Thursday,  and  Local  Bills  shall  have  prece- 
dence on  that  day  until  they  are  disposed  of, 
after  which  private  members'  Public  Bills  shall 
be  dealt  with.  At  the  expiration  of  six  weeks 
Government  business  takes  precedence  on 
Thursdays." 

Next  Thursday  will  be  the  fifth  Thursday,  so 
that  practically  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with 
local  Bills  will  be  wholly  taken  away  by  the 
Government.  Sarely  we  ought  to  allow  private 
members  to  go  on  with  their  Bills  to-morrow ; 
and  I  would  urge  on  the  Premier  to  consider 
the  necessity  of  giving  those  members  another 
day  for  their  business,  of  which,  I  understand, 
there  is  a  good  deal. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sir,  I  would  like  to 
submit  to  you  this  point :  Is  it  right  that  a 
Standing  Order  of  this  House  should  be  set 
aside  simply  by  a  motion  made  in  the  way  that 
the  Premier  makes  it — that  a  certain  time  be 
set  apart  for  the  resumption  of  the  debate  ?  I 
have  not  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders,  but 
my  impression  is  that  a  Standing  Order  cannot 
be  set  aside  without  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  or  by  notice  of  motion.  And  it 
seemed  to  me,  Sir, — with  all  due  deference  to 
yon, — that  when  the  motion  was  made  last 
night  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  till 
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hall-pMt  two  next  day  the  Hoase  did  not 
reftliae  that  it  was  setting  aside  a  Standing 
Order,  which  is  one  of  those  Bafegoards  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  that  the  Mouse  has  laid 
down  for  its  guidance.  Let  us  look  at  the  posi- 
tion. If  this  question  had  been  left  last  night  to 
the  Standing  Orders  the  position  would  have  been 
that  questions  would  have  eome  on  first  of  all 
to-day.  And  that  provision  that  I  think  exists 
in  the  Standinfl  Orders — ^that  after  the  ques- 
tions there  can  be  a  motion  for  adjournment — 
'was  also  set  aside.  That  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment, as  I  understand  it,  has  always  been 
regarded  as  one  of  those  provisions  for  the 
bringing  forward  of  grievances,  and  for  guard- 
ing tne  liberties  of  members  of  the  House  that 
has  been  very  carefully  preserved.  I  submit. 
Sir,  that  the  proper  course  would  be,  when  the 
question  comes  up  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  to  a  particular  hour,  that  the  House 
ought  to  be  told  when  the  fixing  of  the  debate 
to  that  hour  is  in  contravention  of  a  Standing 
Order;  and  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  should  be  obtained  before  such  Stand- 
ing Order  is  set  aside.  I  would  ask,  Sir, 
that  you  should  give  your  consideration  to 
the  point. 

llr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  the  invariable  custom 
in  important  debates  to  carry  them  on  from 
-day  to  day  without  interruption.  It  is  true 
that  notices  take  precedence  on  Wednesdays; 
but  if  honourable  members  will  refer  to  the 
rules  they  will  see  that  it  is  stated  in  Bule  89, 
**  Notices  of  motion  take  precedence  of  orders 
ot  the  day  on  Wednesdays  unless  the  House 
«haU  have  otherwise  directed."  This  is  what 
the  House  did  last  night.  It  adjourned  the 
debate  till  half-past  two  o'clock  to-day.  It  is 
Absolutely  necessary  to  fix  a  time  for  the  re- 
sumption of  the  debate,  and  the  motion  fixing 
hall-past  two  as  the  hour  is  quite  in  accord- 
ance with  the  well-recognised  practice  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  I  presume,  then, 
it  would  be  in  order  to  move  that  a  different 
period  than  that  proposed  be  fixed  for  resuming 
the  debate;  but  I  am  not  sure,  as  I  have 
already  spoken  in  the  debate,  that  I  might 
move  such  an  amendment. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Yes,  you  can  move. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— My  inclination 
would  be  to  support  an  amendment  which 
would  fix  the  resumption  of  this  debate  not 
to-day  (Thursday),  but  on  Friday.  I  hold  that 
to-morrow  ought  to  be  given  to  private  mem- 
bers. The  honourable  member  for  Riccarton  has 
urged  that  the  right  of  any  member  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  after  the  ques- 
tions had  been  disposed  of  was  an  important 
safeguard  of  the  liberties  of  the  House. 
Why,  Sir,  it  has  come  to  be  the  only  safe- 
guard left.  It  is  the  only  opportunity  left  us 
of  ventilating  grievances.  I  apprehend  that 
suoh  a  right  cannot  arise  to-day— Thursday — 
inasmuch  as  the  Standing  Orders  do  not  allow 
any  questions  to  appear  on  the  Order  Paper  on 
Thuradays,  but  there  are  a  number  of  private 
members'  Bills  for  which  Thursday  is  the  only 
chance.    It  is  the  last  opportunity  for  private 


members.  Wednesdays  will  be  no  longer  open 
to  us.  The  motion  of  the  Premier  to  take 
future  Wednesdays  will  no  doubt  be  carried 
by  the  Government  majority.  This  is,  conse- 
quently, the  last  chance  this  session  for  private 
members'  business. 

Mr.  M.  3.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  sincerely 
hope  both  sides  of  the  House  will  give  atten- 
tion to  this  matter,  because  it  affects  the  whole 
House  and  not  any  particular  party  in  it.  The 
position  now  is  unique  in  its  way.  There  are 
questions  on  the  Order  Paper — I  have  got  some 
myself — that  were  asked  slmost  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  and  are  unanswered  now.  It  is 
not  only  the  right  of  every  member  of  the  House 
to  get  any  reasonable  information  he  may  re- 
quire, but  the  position  is  complicated  now  by  a 
recent  alteration — an  alteration  made  within 
the  last  few  yeajrs— of  the  Standing  Orders 
which  has  made  the  right  of  moving  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  which  is  one  of  the 
privileges  of  honourable  members,  dependent 
on  the  disposal  of  the  questions.  We  cannot 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House  in  order 
to  ventilate  any  grievance  that  may  come  under 
our  notice  until  the  questions  have  been  dis- 
posed of — and  the  questions  are  never  disposed 
of.  The  position,  I  maintain,  is  at.  variance 
with  the  Standing  Orders,  and  I  say  thie,  Sir, 
with  all  due  deference  to  you.  Standing  Order 
No.  78  regulates  the  order  of  business,  and 
brings  on  questions  at  a  particular  time  quite 
independent  of  any  motion  of  a  majority — 
other  than  such  a  majority  as  can  suspend  the 
Standing  Order,  and  does  it.  As  matters  are  at 
present  it  rests  with  the  Premier,  if  he  chooses, 
to  postpone  the  answering  of  questions  until 
the  end  of  the  session,  and  thus  deprive  us  of 
the  right  of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  for  the  discussion  of  any  questions 
during  the  whole  period.  That  right  is  one 
of  the  most  important  privileges  the  House 
possesses. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — There  are  no  questions 
on  Thursdays. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — The  position 
still  remains  that  questions  on  all  other  days 
can  be  postponed  for  the  rest  of  the  session  if 
the  Premier  chooses.  Now,  it  has  been  pointed 
out  that  Thursday  is  the  day  for  local  Bills, 
and  when  there  are  no  local  Bills — and  there 
are  none  to-morrow,  as  the  Committee  has 
only  just  been  set  up — private  members  have  a 
right  to  bring  forward  other  Bills.  But  the 
Premier  has  intimated  that  private  members' 
day  is  to  be  taken  away  immediately.  If, 
therefore,  to-morrow  is  not  taken  advantage,  of 
there  may  be  no  other  day.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  think  the  House  had  better  pause 
and  inquire  carefully  into  what  it  is  doing. 
What  we  ought  to  do  is  to  postpone  the  debate 
on  the  Statement,  which  is  not  at  all  of  an 
urgent  character,  until  some  of  the  rest  of  the 
business  which  has  accumulated,  and  which  is 
still  fast  accumulating,  can  be  disposed  of.  I 
think  that  is  entirely  reasonable.  In  former 
days  nothing  but  a  no  -  confidence  motion 
was  sufficient  to  dispossess  all  the  rest  of 
the  business.    The  present  practice  has  grown 
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up  in  recent  years,  and  it  is  one  which  con- 
flicts very  greatly  indeed  with  the  ordinary 
conduct  of  the  business  of  the  House.  It  is 
not  a  party  question  at  all,  but  one  in  which  is 
involved  the  conservation  of  privileges  which 
by  carelessness  have  been  invaded  in  recent 
years. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— There  is  a  point  of  order 
that  has  not  been  mentioned  which  I  will  bring 
before  you,  and  that  is  so  far  as  Wednesdays 
are  concerned.  This  is  what  is  contained  in 
Standing  Order  No.  89  :— 

"Notices  of  motions  take  precedence  of 
orders  of  the  day  on  Wednesdays,  unless  the 
House  shall  have  otherwise  directed." 

No  doubt  the  House  apparently  directed 
otherwise  last  night  on  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  But  it  is  otherwise  as  to  Thursdays. 
There  is  no  provision  to  displace  local  Bills  on 
Thursday.  What  is  said  about  Thursday  is  in 
Rule  76,  which  says, — 

*<  For  the  first  six  weeks  of  the  session  there 
shall  be  no  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  on 
Thursday,  but  local  Bills  shall  have  precedence 
on  that  day  until  they  are  disposed  of.  After 
which  private  members'  public  Bills  shall  be 
dealt  with.  At  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  Qo- 
vemment  business  takes  precedence  on  Thurs- 
day." 

Now,  the  present  is  a  Government  motion, 
and  if  it  is  carried  it  could  not  dispose 
of  private  members'  rights.  Their  local  Bills, 
if  there  are  any,  or  their  private  Bills 
afterwards,  mast  come  on,  because  there  is  no 
such  provision  in  Standing  Order  No.  75  as 
appears  in  Standing  Order  No.  85  in  reference 
to  Wednesday ;  therefore  there  is  no  power  to 
do  what  is  asked  unless  the  Standing  Orders 
are  set  aside.  I  submit  that  as  a  point  of 
order.  Now,  as  to  the  merits:  I  submit  this 
is  an  unheard-of  proceeding.  In  the  olden 
days  the  only  time  when  a  debate  was  made 
continuous  was  when  a  want  -  of  -  confidence 
motion  was  pending.  What  has  grown  up 
now  is  that  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
Reply  shall  be  continuous.  There  may  be 
some  excuse  for  that,  because  we  are  not  sup- 
posed to  enter  upon  any  business  except  a 
merely  formal  Bill  until  the  Crown  has  been 
replied  to.  But,  so  far  as  this  question  is  con- 
cerned— the  question  of  going  into  Supply — 
there  is  no  excuse  whatever ;  there  is  no 
question  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry, 
and  therefore  the  Ministry  has  no  right  to  do 
this.  This  is  part  of  their  business,  just  the 
same  as  any  other  part ;  and  if  they  insist 
upon  this  question  of  supply  being  discussed, 
they  may  adopt  the  same  course  with  some  of 
what  they  call  their  policy  Bills,  and  that 
means  that  the  whole  of  the  Standing  Orders 
will  be  set  aside,  and  private  members  will 
have  no  rights  and  no  liberties  left.  The  Go- 
vernment, with  their  majority,  may  make  the 
Standing  Orders  from  day  to  day  as  they  please. 
I  submit  that  such  was  not  the  intention  of 
those  who  framed  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  there  is  no 
power  to  deal  with  Thursdays  as  there  is 
power  to  deal  with  Wednesdays.  If  this  can 
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be  done,  there  is  no  need  for  any  notice  of 
motion  to  take  away  private  members'  days  ; 
all  the  Ministry  have  to  do  is  to  put  tip- 
Government  business  and  move  that  it  be- 
taken on  Wednesday  and  on  Thursday,  and 
then  there  will  be  no  private  members'  days- 
left  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  think,  if  I  had  been 
allowed  to  speak,  I  could  have  found  a  solution 
of  the  difiiculty.  Private  members'  business- 
has  been  somewhat  handicapped,  and  so  I 
intend  to  give  another  day  for  Bills  set  down 
for  the  following  day. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — There  are  none  set 
down  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  there  were  local  Bills  I 
intended  to  give  facilities  for  them. 

An  Hon.  Member.— There  are  no  Bills  set- 
down  for  Thursday. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  are  some  set  down 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  Thursday,  the  28th,  but 
none  for  Thursday,  the  21st. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  to  say  that  if  there 
are  no  private  Bills  for  to- morrow  they  will  be 
placed  in  the  same  position  as  if  they  were  ock 
to-day.  They  have  got  another  time  for  it,  and 
they  are  in  the  same  position. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  know  what  happened 
in  the  session  of  1896. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  I  do  not  know  what 
happened  last  session. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  Bills  were  put  off,, 
and  they  were  never  passed.  Another  place 
never  carried  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  cannot  help  that. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  can  help  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^I  say  I  cannot  help  it.  1 
have  told  the  House  what  I  propose  to  do;  it 
is  a  matter  for  us  to  arrange  later  on.  I  cannot 
understand  what  the  objection  is.  Of  course,  I 
have  simply  risen  now  to  say  what  I  propose  to 
do  in  respect  to  these  private  members' Bills, 
and  the  order  of  business. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Of  course,  the  Bills  belong- 
ing  to  private  members  not  disposed  of  on  the 
Order  Paper  to-day  are  transferred  to  the 
Order  Paper  of  the  next  day— that  is,  to-morrow^ 
Thursday.  However,  I  hold  it  is  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  House  to  fix  such  time  for  resum- 
ing the  adjourned  debate  as  it  thinks  proper. 
It  has  been  done  so  this  session  on  the  debate 
on  the  Address  in  Reply,  and  frequently  in 
other  years. 

Mr.  LBTHBRIDGE.— Sir,  I  wish  to  move 
an  amendment  that  this  debate  be  adjourned 
until  half- past  seven  on  Friday  instead  of  half- 
past  two  this  day. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— I  beg  to  second  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Sir,  I  think  honourable 
members  must  to  some  extent  sympathise  with 
me.  I  understood  members  wanted  to  get 
home,  and  when  I  suggested  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Glutha  that  it  would  be  better  to 
adjourn  I  did  not  at  that  time  think  for  a 
moment  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  the  debate 
on  the  Financial  Statement  was  to  be  only  a 
preliminary  to  a  prolonged  debate  upon  the 
question  of  adjourning  the  debate  until  Friday. 
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I  migbt  have  expected  it  from  what  happened 
in  an  earlier  period  of  the  day,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent, probably,  it  will  be  eaid  that  I  am  ihort- 
ngfated.  But  I  desire  to  saT  this,  Sir:  that  I 
understood  that  members  desired  to  get  the 
Financial  Statement  deiJt  with,  and  I  look 
npon  that  as  being  the  most  important  busi- 
ness that  we  have  before  the  House.  I  also 
•  think  that  it  is  desirable,  as  members  on  the 
other  side  have  been  asking  me  time  after 
time  for  the  Public  Works  Statement,  and  as 
they  have  been  told  they  cannot  do  any 
business  or  know  really  what  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  do  until  i^ter  they  get 
the  Public  Works  Statement— I  would  have 
thought  they  would  have  hurried  this  debate 
through  and  brought  it  to  a  dose  to-night, 
and  have  then  to-morrow  asked  me  for  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  I  say,  Sir,  behind 
all  this — and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  it 
— ^there  is  a  determined  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Opposition  to  prevent  the  Government 
doing  any  business  this  session.  They  mean  to 
prolong  the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement, 
as  they  did  on  the  Address  in  Reply.  Every 
one  of  you  who  could  speak  did  speak,  and  if 
you  could  not  speak  you  gave  utterance  to  a  lot 
of  drivelling  rubbish. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  request  honourable 
members  to  confine  themselves  to  the  matter 
of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  not  to 
indulge  in  a  general  discussion  on  the  Financial 
Statement. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  carried  away 
for  the  moment,  Sir. 

Mr.  ROLLBSTON.— I  consider.  Sir,  that 
those  words,  "drivelling  rubbish,"  should  be 
promptly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wiU  withdraw  them  at 
once,  and  obey  your  ruling,  Sir,  and  I  will 
simply  say  that  we  had  to  listen  to  the  vapour- 
ings  of  disappointed  meu. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  think  that  is  simply 
evading  your  ruling,  Sir. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  feel  this :  We  have 
had  private  members'  business,  and  we  have 
listened  to  those  who  have  charge  of  Bills. 
Every  courtesy  has  been  extended  to  them,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  proceedings  they  came  unani- 
mously to  the  opinion  that,  considering  the 
important  matters  to  be  dealt  with  this  session, 
there  was  little  or  no  hope  of  any  legislation 
introduced  by  private  members  being  passed 
this  session.  We  have  only  between  now  and 
Ohristmas — because  it  is  all  nonsense  to  say 
Uiat  honourable  members  will  come  back  after 
Christmas  to  do  the  work  of  the  country ;  and, 
feeling,  as  I  do,  that  there  is  so  much  importcuat 
business  to  be  done,  and  seeing  that  I  have 
not  forced  honourable  members  to  sit  up  late 
at  night,  I  think  members  ought  to  take  into 
consideration  the  amount  of  work  we  have  to 
do,  and  the  necessity  there  is  for  doing  it.  If 
there  are  to  be  any  questions  to-morrow  it  will 
not  help  to  relieve  the  Order  Paper ;  while  if  we 
went  on  with  private  members'  Bills  to-morrow, 
those  who  are  now  supporting  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  until  hsJf-past  seven  on  Friday 
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will  admit  that  there  has  been  another  day 
wasted.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  responsible  for 
that.  We  are  only  following  the  practice  that 
has  obtained  for  some  time  past,  which  I  believe 
is  a  ve^  wise  course  to  follow — namely,  to  get 
your  Financial  Statement  out  of  the  way  so  that 
other  important  business  may  be  dealt  with, 
then  get  through  the  estimates,  and  let  mem- 
hers  get  away  feeling  they  have  done  their  duty 
to  the  country.  We  have  been  a  month  in 
Parliament,  and  have  done  practically  nothing. 
As  to  the  local  Bills  and  private  members' 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  there  are  some  of 
them  which,  if  time  permits  and  facilities  are 
given,  the  Gk>vemment  intend  to  take  up. 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  meet  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  endeavour  to  utilise  some  of  those 
measures  which  are  good  measures,  and  seem 
to  me  to  meet  with  the  general  approval  of  the 
House.  I  trust  the  good  sense  of  the  majority 
of  the  House  will  not  support  the  amendment. 
I  complain,  also,  that  a  number  of  honourable 
members,  on  the  adjournment  being  moved  and 
agreed  upon,  expected  that  the  House  would  ad- 
journ, and  immediately  went  home,  considering 
that  the  debate  was  adjourned.    I  myself  ex- 

rcted  that  the  adjournment  would  take  place, 
have  said  that  I  have  not  pressed  for  late 
hours  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  and  I  am 
not  well  requited  for  doing  it,  as  at  this  hour 
we  have  an  amendment  sprung  upon  us  as 
to  the  order  of  business.  I  can  only  say,  if 
carried  it  will  not  promote  business,  and  I  hope 
the  honourable  member  will  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Premier  has  made 
it  a  custom  to  throw  the  responsibility  upon 
the  Opposition  for  the  obstruction  of  business. 
We  are  prepared  to  take  any  amount  of  re- 
sponsibility or  any  blame  the  Premier  likes  to 
throw  upon  us,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  us  whether  he  chooses  to  do  so  or  not ;  but, 
seeing  we  are  creating  precedents,  and  that  we 
are  now  told  that,  whatever  the  Standing 
Orders  may  be,  the  custom  obtaining  during 
one  or  two  Parliaments  is  to  govern  our  pro- 
ceedings, it  makes  it  absolutely  essential  that 
we  should  be  careful  what  customs  we  establish. 
There  is  now  an  endeavour  to  set  up  the  prece- 
dent that  Ministers  have  the  right  whenever 
they  choose  to  refuse  to  answer  questions  and 
to  prevent  private  members'  busineBS  coming 
on  on  the  days  provided  for  by  Standing  Orders. 
Surely  it  is  our  duty  to  enter  our  protest 
against  such  a  proceeding  by  moving  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned  until  half -past 
seven  on  Friday  night,  to  enable  ques- 
tions to  be  answered  and  private  mem- 
bers' Bills  to  be  fully  discussed.  Both  I 
maintain  to  be  necessary.  By  Friday  night 
these  matters  would  be  cleared  o£F,  and  we 
could  then  take  the  financial  debate.  I  think 
that  what  was  said  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  Robert  Stout)  is  per- 
fectly true,  that  it  is  an  innovation  altogether 
to  insist  that,  day  after  day  and  week  after 
week,  the  Government  business  shall  be  pushed 
on  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  work.  All  we 
ask  is  that  we  shall  obey  our  Standing  Orders. 
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Beyond  that  thete  has  been  no  endeavonz  tor 
obstniot  in  any  way. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.^I  think  it  is  a  most 
extraordinary  oourse  that  the  Opposition  has 
adopted  to-night — to  insist  upon  the  debate 
being  adjourned  until  half-past  seven  on  Friday 
night.  To  do  that  simply  means  the  prolong- 
ing of  this  discussion.  And  I  suppose  that  tbe 
Opposition  consider  they  are  strong  enough  to 
•carry  tbe  amendment  to  adjourn  the  debate 
until  half-past  seven  on  Friday,  and  when 
Friday  comes  it  will  be  the  same  thing  again. 
There  can  only  be  one  party  which  has  a  right 
to  manage  the  business  of  the  House,  and  if 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  are  strong 
•enough  to  manage  the  business  it  is  their  duty 
to  be  here,  and  they  will  find  all  the  difficulties 
we  find  at  present.  It  is  only  right  that  what- 
ever honourable  members  have  to  say  on  the 
Financial  Statement  they  should  say,  and  that 
the  Qovemment  should  know  exactly  how  the 
Budget  is  approved  of  before  proceeding  with 
other  business.  And  if  honourable  gentlemen 
would  look  at  the  Order  Paper  they  would  see 
there  is  not  sufficient  business  for  to-morrow, 
uuestions  being  prohibited  by  the  Stonding 
Orders. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — There  are  enough  mo- 
tions to  last  for  several  days. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.-- Well,  if  thehononraUe 
gentleman  intends  to  make  them  last  several 
•days,  that  is  a  clear  indication  that  the  Premier 
is  right  in  his  surmise  that  the  intention  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  not  to  allow  the 
-Government  to  do  any  business  whatever.  In 
fact,  we  have  been  told  so  outside  the  House  by 
the  Press.  My  own  opinion  is  that  it  would 
be  far  better  for  the  Opposition  to  allow  the 
discussion  to  go  on  to-morrow,  then  we  could 
set  up  Committees  'on  Friday,  continue  the 
discussion  again  on  Friday  nignt,  and  finish  it, 
and  proceed  with  the  business  of  the  country. 
If  we  are  to  go  on  in  this  way,  and  private 
members'  days  are  to  take  up  two  days,  the 
-Government  are  only  going  to  have  two  days 
a  week  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  country ; 
4hen  we  are  not  getting  fair-play.  I  am  sorry 
.the  honourable  member  for  Bicoarton  feels 
so  disturbed  over  the  matter ;  his  usual  good- 
nature and  courtesy  has  disappeared  by  some 
means  or  another.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
was  amongst  those  gentlemen  who  have  been 
dining  to-night. 

Hon.  Membsbs. — Order,  order. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.^I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  very  serious  in  saying  that.  However, 
the  honourable  member  is  always  good-natured, 
and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  say  anything  to 
offend  him,  and  if  I  have  done  so  I  shall  be 
only  too  glad  to  apologize.  The  Government 
are  most  desirous  of  giving  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite  every  opportunitv  to  get  their 
Bills  brought  forward,  but  I  think  it  is  only 
right  to  have  the  discussion  on.the  Financial 
Statement  wound  up  first. 

Mr.  SMITH.— Will  you  agree  to  adjourn  it 
till  half  past-seven  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  amendment  at 
present  is  for  half-past  seven  on  Friday,  and 
Captain  RuaaeU 


that  must  be  disposed  of  before  we  can  go  inlo 
any  other  amendment.  It  will  be  in  the  ia- 
terests  of  the  country,  of  this  Hpuse,  and  eveiy- 
bodv  eonoeined,  if  this  debate  is  resumed  at 
half-past  two  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY. -Personally  I  woold 
like  the  financial  debate  gone  on  with  to- 
morrow, as  I  have  no  private  Bill ;  but  thece 
are  members  who  have,  and  we  should  oon- 
sider  them.  I  think,  if  some  compromise  wane 
arrived  at — that  the  Government  would  a^^cve 
to  half-past  seven  to-morrow — private  members 
vrould  get  from  half-past  two  to  half-past 
seven,  and  that  would  perhaps  be  the  best 
arrangement  to  arrive  at. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN.^I  have  no  private  Bill  set 
down  for  to-morrow,  but  I  have  several  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  the  session  which  I  shall  not 
reach  this  session.  I  hope,  however,  to  have 
them  on  the  Order  Paper  next  session.  I  aaa 
not  favourable  to  adjourning  this  debate  until 
half-past  seven  to-monrow,  but  would  vote  for 
adjourning  it  until  half-past  seven  this  even- 
ing. I  hope  the  Government  will  be  oonoilia- 
t<»y  enough  to  adopt  the  Premier's  time- 
honoured  principle  of  "  splitting  the  differ* 
enoe." 

Mr.  MOBBISON.— I  am  sorry  the  opp<ii> 
tunity  has  arisen  for  the  peculiflir  tebctios  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  It  has  been  the  custom,  once  begun,  to 
continue  the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement 
until  it  is  finished.  A  very  large  number  ol 
Government  supporters  went  home  under  the 
impression  that  the  debate  would  be  adjourned 
as  usual  until  half-past  two  o'clock  to-morrow. 
This  question  about  private  members'  businesp 
is  only  an  excuse  for  embarrassing  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  am  surprised  that  some  of  the 
sufyporters  of  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
assist  the  Opposition  in  this  movement.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  says  he  is  quite  pre- 
pared to  accept  tbe  responsibility  of  the  posi- 
tion. I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  perfectly  sinoe.re 
when  he  made  that  remark.  He  is  prepared  to 
try,  if  possible,  to  put  the  Liberal  side  of  the 
House  in  a  false  position  before  the  country. 
This  is  one  of  the  many  efforts  the  'honourable 
gentleman  and  his  supporters  will  make  befoise 
the  end  of  the  session.  Why  should  we  not  pro- 
ceed with  the  financial  debate  as  we  have  done 
under  similar  circumstances  for  years  past? 
The  Premier  has  promised  to  meet  private 
members  fairly,  and  to  give  them  another  day. 
I  hope  the  amendment  will  be  negatived,  and 
that  the  usual  custom  of  the  House  will  be  ad- 
hered to. 

Mr.  CABBOLL.— I  would  suggest  that  we 
should  negative  the  amendment.  Let  the  de- 
bate be  resumed  at  half-pajst  two  this  after- 
noon, and  then  adjourn  it  till  half-past  seven 
— taking  the  afternoon  for  private  members' 
business. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Might  I  be  allowed 
to  point  out  that  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  involves  rather  a  dangerous 
oourse.  Instead  of  accepting  the  suggestion 
that  this  debate  should  be  resumed  at  half* 
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past  Beven  this  (Thnnday)  evening,  the  Colo- 
nial Seeietary  proposes  that  we  should  adjourn 
till  half-past  two,  when  it  might  be  proposed, 
Diobably  from  that  side  of  the  Honse,  that  the 
debate  be  further  adjourned  till  half-past  seven. 
On  that  motion  sixty  members  have  a  right  to 
speak.  To  hope  that  the  afternoon  would  be 
given  to  priTate  members'  business  on  the 
slender  obanoe  of  the  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment till  half- past  seven  having  any  practical 
efibot  is  one  of  those  delusive  things  that  1  am 
surprised  the  Colonial  Seeretary  should  even 
suggest. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
it  will  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  far  better  to 
decide  the  matter  now.  To  do  that,  the  Pre- 
mier's motion  should  be  negatived,  and  an 
amendment  carried  to  resume  the  debate  at 
half-past  seven  to-day  instead  of  half-past  two. 

Mr.  0  ADMAN.— Why  split  straws  over  this 
matter  ?  It  is  now  one  o'olook  in  the  morning, 
and  it  seems  to  be  the  evident  desire  that'  we 
should  adjourn  the  debate  till  half-past  seven 
this  evening.  The  Premier  wishes  to  do  it 
one  way  and  somebody  else  another  way.  The 
leader  of  the  House  having  agreed  to  adjourn 
till  half-past  seveo,  why  not  adopt  his  way 
of  doing  it,  and  let  us  get  home  ? 

J  Q  Mr.  PIRANI.— I  might  point  out 
that  the  matter  will  not  be  in  the 
control  of  the  Premier  at  all  if  we  carry  *'  half- 
past  two.'*  It  18  an  order  of  the  House,  and  the 
Government  cannot  interfere  with  an  order  of 
the  House,  unless  by  special  resolution.  The 
point  at  issue  is  this :  When  the  motion  comes 
on,  as  I  understand  it,  you,  Sir,  will  not  put  the 
amendment,  but  you  will  put  the  motion  that 
*' half-past  two"  stand  part  of  the  question. 
Therefore,  we  simply  strike  out  on  the  voices, 
and  insert  **  half -past  seven,"  and  all  the  trouble 
is  done.  As  the  Minister  for  Railways  says, 
Why  all  this  discussion,  and  why  put  up 
members  on  the  Government  side  to  stonewaH 
the  business  when  the  matter  could  be  settled 
in  two  moments  ? 

Mr.  HOGG. — Sir,  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
members  on  the  Government  side  have  been 
put  up  to  stonewall  this  proposition.  I  know, 
for  my  part,  I  have  not  the  remotest  intention 
to  stonewall  this  or  any  other  proposition  that 
comes  before  the  House,  but  I  think  it  is  very 
undesirable  that  a  surprise  motion  of  this  sort 
shoald  be  sprung  upon  the  House.  The  prac- 
tice hitherto  in  connection  with  debates  of  an 
important  character  has  been  to  carry  them  on 
from  day  to  day,  and  the  people  of  the  colonv 
generally  expect  that  the  financial  debate  will 
be  carried  on  without  the  slightest  interruption. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  We  do  not  care 
twopence  about  what  the  country  think  on 
the  matter. 

Mr.  HOGG.  —  That  may  be  the  opinion  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I  do  not  think 
his  constituents  are  of  the  same  mind.  What 
is  the  object  of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
till  Friday  evening  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— To  give  me  a  slap  in  the 
faee. 


Mr.  HOGG.— There  is  no  other  object.  It 
is  done  with  the  determined  intention  to 
insult  the  Government.  It  is  a  slap  in  the 
face,  arranged  in  a  somewhat  treacherous 
manner  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  when 
most  of  the  members  of  the  House  who  culti- 
vate regular  habits  have  retired  to  their 
virtuous  -couches.  It  is  a  line  of  action  that 
this  side  of  the  House  would  not  readily 
adopt.  We  do  not  hit  under  the  belt,  but 
do  our  fighting  aboveboard  —  not  in  a  sly 
and  treacherous  manner,  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  to  injure  the  Government,  and  making 
them  look  weak  in  the  eyes  of  the  country. 
I  am  sorry  that  some  members  who  are 
supposed  to  be  supporters  of  the  Government 
are  against  them  in  this  matter,  simply 
because  they  have  a  few  little  Bills  that  they , 
want  to  bring  on — ^measures  that  will  possi- 
bly do  no  good  to  themselves  or  anybody  else. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  you  are  not  discuss- 
ing the  motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  HOGG. — Well,  perhaps  I  am  speaking  a 
little  wide  of  the  mark.  I  have  no  wish  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House.  My  desire  is  simply 
to  bring  the  financial  debate  to  a  conclusion. 
It  is  the  most  important  debate  of  the  session, 
the  debate  in  which  members  may  use  the 
utmost  freedom  in  bringing  forward  and  venti- 
lating their  grievances,  and  I  say  it  is  impera- 
tively necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
that  the  debate  should  be  prosecuted  without 
interruption.  We  should  not  allow  private  mem- 
bers' Bills  and  side-issues  to  interrupt  a  debate 
of  this  character.  The  country,  I  am  satisfied,, 
is  looking  forward  to  the  debate  and  the  very 
important  views  members  may  ventilate  in 
connection  with  it.  Considering  that  this  must 
be  a  brief  session,  that  a  considerable  part  of 
it  is  already  exhausted,  and  that  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  the  time 
that  still  remains,  it  is  a  most  unfortunate 
thing  to  waste  a  day  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— I  hold  in  my  hand  two 
notices  to  attend  Committee  meetings  this 
morning,  both  at  the  same  hour,  and  I  would 
like  to  know  from  the  House  how  I  am  to 
attend  these  Committee  meetings  if  I  cannot 
get  away  to  my  bed.  Honourable  members  on 
the  other  side  say  they  want  to  get  on  with 
the  business  of  the  country ;  but  the^  are 
putting  every  obstacle  they  possibly  can  m  the 
way  of  getting  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country.    I  think  we  should  take  a  vote  on  this 

auestion  and  get  home  to  our  beds.  I  think 
bie  House  might  now  show  some  consideration, 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
and  come  to  a  aivision  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Sir,  until  I  heard  the 
last  two  speakers  I  was  prepared  to  support 
the  motion  made  by  the  Minister;  but  after 
the  way  private  members'  business  has  been 
referred  to  I  think  members  are  quite  justified 
in  defending  their  privileges.  The  way  in 
which  private  members'  business  has  been 
referred  to  as  worthless  matters  has  certainly 
converted  me  on  this  question,  and  I  am 
satisfied  there  Is  more  behind  it  than  I  under* 
stand  at  present. 
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Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Sir,  I  with  to  point 
out  that  it  is  very  undesirable  that  the  debate 
on  the  FinanoiaL  Statement  should  be  inter- 
rupted. This  debate  usually  occupies  two  or 
three  weeks  when  it  is  kept  up  for  four  days  a 
week.  If  they  took  only  two  days  a  week  to  it, 
it  would  last  five  or  six  weeks.  It  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  most  unwise  to 
discontinue  the  debate.  £9ow,  what  is  the 
objection?  Members  who  have  private  Bills 
will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Government  have 
made  provision  for  dealing  with  most  of  these 
questions,  and  are  bringing  down  proposals  to 
deal  with  the  principles  contained  m  these 
Bills,  so  that  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  them.  But  I  can  quite  understand 
the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  wishing  to 
prolong  this  debate  as  long  as  possible.  We 
nave  heard  it  stated  through  the  country  that 
they  do  not  intend  to  allow  any  legislation  to 
pass  through  the  House.  Here  we  are  near 
the  end  of  October,  and  practically  nothing 
has  been  done ;  and  for  that  the  Government 
party  are  not  to  blame.  I  would  ask  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  think  of  the  work  that  is 
before  us,  and  to  settle  down  to  business.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  be  negatived. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— I  quite  concur  with  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down.  1  think  the  compromise  that 
members  have  suggested,  of  adjourning  this 
debate  until  half-past  seven  o'clock  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  will  be  an  improvement  to  this 
House,  and  I  will  be  in  favour  of  that  course. 

Mr.  OABNCROSS.— I  must  admit  I  really 
am  astonished  at  the  tactics  adopted  by  our 
friends  on  the  Opposition  benches.  If  the  ad- 
journment is  carried  in  favour  of  these  private 
Bills,  so  much  ill-feeling  will  be  created  that 
there  will  not  be  the  slightest  chance  of  any 
of  those  Bills  goiBg  through.  The  Premier  has 
made  an  offer  that  he  will  give  a  day  for  those 
private  Bills,  and  I  think  honourable  members 
ought  to  take  his  word  for  it.  If  an  insult  is 
cast  at  the  Premier  I  consider  he  is  justified  in 
fighting  the  matter  cut  to  the  bitter  end.  This 
has  been  a  carefully-concocted  scheme  to  trap 
the  Government ;  and  if  this  course  of  action  is 
to  be  pursued  by  the  Opposition  this  session  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  see  that  certain  private 
members'  Bills  do  not  go  through  this  session. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  regret  very  much  that  the 
amendment  has  not  been  withdrawn,  after  the 
statement  made  by  the  Premier.  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  is  a  deliberate  attempt  on  the 
part  of  certain  members  of  this  House  to 
throw  doubt  on  the  Premier's  word.  He  has 
already  told  us  he  will  give  facilities  for  those 
private  Bills  to  be  brought  forward  in  which 
good  principles  are  embodied.  I  repeat  that  so 
long  as  the  Premier  is  the  leader  of  the  House, 
so  long  should  we  give  some  consideration  to 
his  feelings.  It  is  another  instance  of  the 
course  of  action  the  Opposition  propose  to 
follow  this  session.  It  is  one  of  absolutely 
factious  opposition  and  deliberate  obstruction. 
I  do  not  intend  to  go  back  on  my  support 
of  the  Government  so  long  as  they  stand 
true    to    their   Liberal    policy,    and    I    shall 


strenuously  oppose  all  such  taotios  as  are 
being  pursued  oy  the  Opposition  this  evening. 

«  QQ  Seeing  that  the  Government  have 
*  offered  to  give  full  opportunity  to  pri- 
vate members,  I  think  it  is  most  ungenerous  on 
the  part  of  certain  members  to  refuse  to  take 
their  word.  It  has  been  said  that  memben 
on  this  side  are  obstructing  the  business.  Ever 
since  we  have  been  here  we  have  been  unable 
to  get  on  with  any  business.  There  was  a  pre- 
posterously long  debate  on  the  Address  in  Reply, 
and,  now  that  three  or  four  of  the  leading 
Opposition  members  have  spoken  in  the  finan- 
cial debate,  they  presume  that  no  one  on  this 
side  of  the  House  has  anything  to  say,  or, 
indeed,  has  a  right  to  say  anything.  That  is 
not  a  position  which  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  are  going  to  submit  to.  Those  on  this 
side,  though  they  may  not  possess  the  powers 
of  polished  satire  and  caustic  sarcasm  of  whioh- 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  is  a  master, 
wish  to  speak  also.  I  trust  the  mover  of  the 
amendment  will  withdraw  it,  and  let  the 
Premier's  suggestion  be  adopted,  so  that  the 
financial  debate  may  be  continued  to-morrow 
night,  and  the  business  of  the  country  be  no 
longer  delayed. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.-— It  is  quite  evident  that 
members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
are  determined  to  prevent  any  business,  and  it 
is  time  the  public  outside  the  House  should  be 
made  aware  of  the  fact.  We  all  know  the 
custom  is  that  as  soon  as  the  financial  debate 
is  commenced  it  is  carried  on  till  it  is  finished ; 
if  you  break  the  continuity  of  the  debate  it  is 
spoiled.  The  suggestion  to  adjourn  is  a  veiy 
great  mistake.  The  Opposition  have  been  un- 
able to  find  any  fault  with  the  Financial  State- 
ment, and  they  have  resorted  to  these  tactics  to 
prevent  the  business  of  the  country  being  pro- 
ceeded with.  Owing  to  the  irritation  caused  by 
this  amendment,  if  it  be  carried,  honourable 
members  in  charge  of  private  Bills  will  have 
very  little  chance  of  carrying  them  through. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— With  respect  to  this  debate 
and  the  action  of  the  Opposition,  I  am  not  the 
least  surprised  at  what  the  Opposition  have 
done.  They  are  only  taking  advantage  of  the 
tactics  they  believe  they  are  entitled  to,  and  I 
believe,  if  we  were  on  the  Opposition  benches 
we  should  do  the  same  thing.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  the  slightest  possibility  of  the  Opposi- 
tion being  able  to  catch  us  in  the  way  they 
attempted  to  do  to-night.  I  feel  certain  that 
every  member  on  this  side  will  support  the 
Premier  in  his  proposal  to  resent  the  taotics  of 
the  Opposition  and  those  members  who  belong 
to  neither  party.  Those  gentlemen  should  be 
compelled  to  wheel  into  line  with  one  or  otiier 
of  the  two  parties  in  this  House :  if  it  were 
actual  warfare  they  would  be  so  compelled, 
and  in  parliamentary  warfeire  the  same  prin* 
ciple  should  apply. 

Mr.  SYMES.— I  had  no  intention  of  speaking 
on  this  matter  to-night  but  for  the  bad  prece- 
dent that  has  been  attempted  to  be  set  up  by 
the  old  members  of  this  House,  which  I  nope 
will  not  be  followed  by  the  young  memben. 
It  seems  to  me  strange  that   the  Opposition; 
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should  seek  to  set  ap  a  017  of  private  membera' 
^7  as  against  the  basinesa  of  the  ooantry. 
The  real  bttsineBS  of  the  ooantry  is  the  finan- 
•cial  debate,  and  it  is  right  that  we  should  go 
on  with  that  busioess  until  completed.  The 
Premier  has  given  his  word  that  the  debate 
ehall  be  adjourned  this  afternoon  till  this  even- 
ing at  half-pflist  seven  o'clock,  and  what  is  the 
use  of  splitting  straws,  or,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
termed,  what  is  the  use  of  attempting  to  draw 
«  red-herring  across  the  scent,  as  the  Oppo- 
sition are  evidently  doing?  I  trust  that  the 
honourable  member  will  withdraw  his  ameod- 
znent  and  let  the  motion  be  carried,  so  that  we 
oan  get  home  to  bed.  It  is  my  intention  to  do 
everything  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the 
■country ;  and  the  chief  business  at  the  present 
time  is  ihe  discussion  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment, to  which  we  should  proceed  with  as  little 
loss  of  time  as  possible. 

Mr.  FISLD.— Sir,  1  think  the  debate  on 
suoh  an  important  matter  as  the  Financial 
Statement  should  be  carried  on  continuously. 
This,  I  understand,  is  the  course  that  has  been 
followed  for  the  past  six  years.  I  do  not 
Advocate  the  curtailment  of  private  mem- 
bers' rights,  but  I  think  that  private  rights 
should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  till  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— I  regret  the  unfortu- 
nate misunderstanding  that  has  arisen.  I  have 
an  idea  it  is  the  result  of  a  misunderstanding. 
I  am  almost  sure  the  proper  method  has  not 
been  taken  of  coming  to  a  reasonable  under- 
standing with  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition.  I 
was  almost  going  to  saggest  that  if  I  were 
allowed  to  confer  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion for  a  few  minutes  I  could  persuade  him  to 
alter  his  views.  This  is  not  "he  affirmation  of 
a  great  principle,  but  merely  a  question  as  to 
whether  private  members'  business  shall  be 
taken  to-day,  or  whether  this  debate  on  the 
Budget  shall  continue.  In  my  opinion  it  would 
be  a  pity  to  break  the  continuity  of  this  debate. 
What  will  the  Opposition  achieve  if  they  suc- 
ceed in  carrying  their  amendment  ?  Practically 
nothing.  The  Premier  has  offered  to  arrange  so 
that  the  discussion  on  the  Budget  shall  not  take 
place  until  half-past  seven  to-night,  whereas 
ihey  are  desirous  that  they  should  fix  it  for  a 
night  later.  Now,  in  the  spirit  of  compromise, 
I  think  it  would  not  be  an  unreasonable  action 
on  their  part  to  agree  to   that  compromise. 

2  Q  There  was  every  reason  why  the  debate 
should  go  on  continuously,  and  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  forego  the  gratification 
that  might  arise  from  carrying  an  adverse  vote 
against  the  Government.  A  number  of  mem- 
bers had  to  attend  the  Committees  this 
morning,  and  that  was  a  further  reason  why 
they  should  agree  to  the  suggestion  that  had 
been  made  by  the  Premier. 

Mr.  HOLLAND.— Sir,  I  very  much  regret 
that  time  is  being  token  up  with  a  debate  of 
this  kind.  I  am  new  to  the  tactics  of  the  House, 
and  cannot  but  think  that  the  Opposition 
members  have  been  watohing  their  opportunity ; 


but  I  feel  sure  that  even  a  victory  as  the  result 
of  the  tactics  that  have  been  adopted  will  not 
be  very  creditable,  and  I  feel  sure  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  will  not  be  very  well  satisfied 
with  it.  Personally  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion, 
and  I  think  the  suggestion  of  the  Premier 
should  be  aooepted.  I  do  not  think  that  private 
members' Bills  are  of  such  great  importance, 
that  a  day  or  two  will  make  any  difference. 

Mr.  E.  Q.  ALLEN.— Sir,  I  cannot  see  why 
this  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement  should 
not  proceed.  At  one  time,  before  the  debate 
started,  I  thought  perhaps  that  the  questions 
now  before  the  House  might  have  been  an- 
swered, but,  seeing  it  was  decided  to  go  on  with 
the  debate,  I  certainly  think  it  should  be  car- 
ried to  an  end  without  interruption.  Of  course 
it  is  no  doubt  a  matter  of  importance  to  all 
members  who  have  private  Bills  that  they 
should  be  advanced  ;  but  I  am  given  to  under- 
stand the  Government  will  take  up  some  of 
these  private  Bills — probably  all  of  them.  I 
think  a  number  of  these  Bills  really  should  be 
token  up  by  the  Government.  The  difference 
is  so  little  between  what  is  proposed  by 
the  Government  and  by  the  Opposition  that 
really  the  amendment  might  be  withdrawn. 
I  do  wish  the  honourable  gentleman  could  hs 
prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  the  amendment.  If 
there  was  a  great  principle  involved  the  matter 
would  be  different,  but  in  this  case  there  is  not 
a  principle  involved.  This  waste  of  time  is  a 
serious  matter  to  those  who  live  at  a  distance 
from  Wellington.  It  is  all  very  well  for  those 
who  live  here,  and  can  conduct  their  business 
from  this  centre,  and  visit  their  homes  every 
week.  I  hope  honourable  members  will  fall  in 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  Premier,  who  is  the 
leader  of  the  House,  and  who  is  responsible  for 
the  carrying-on  of  the  public  business.  I  am 
very  sorry  that  the  amicable  manner  in  which 
the  financial  debate  started  should  have  been 
marred  by  this  unpleasantness.  If  the  debate 
was  allowed  to  proceed  it  would  only  last  a  few 
days,  and  then  the  business  of  the  country 
could  be  token  up,  and  we  could  get  away  to  our 
homes  in  a  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  really  think  the  Premier 
is  to  blame  for  this  delay,  because  he  did  not 
allow  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  to 
finish  his  speech.  Considering  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  he  thought  he  was  doing  the  honour- 
able gentleman  a  kindness  in  moving  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  until  to-morrow,  and 
since  that  time  two  hours  have  been  wasted  in 
coming  to  a  decision  about  the  adjournment. 
It  would  be  much  better  had  the  Opposition 
agreed  to  a  compromise  and  allowed  the  amend- 
ment to  be  withdrawn. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  '*  That  the 
debate  be  adjourned  till  half- past  two  o'dook 
on  Thursday." 


Ayes, 

87. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Field 

Hall-Jones 

Oadman 

Fisher 

Hogg 

Oamcross 

Flatman 

Holland 

Carroll 

Graham 

Houston 

Duncan 

Guinness 

Hutoheson,  J. 
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Joyce 

Morrison 

Tanner 

Kaihau 

O'Meara 

Lawry 

O'Regan 

Thompson,  T. 

McGowan 

Parata 

Wilson. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Pere 

MUlar 

Seddon 

TelUn. 

MiUs 

Stevens 

Gilfedder 

Montgomery 

Steward 
Noes,  29. 

Symee. 

Allen,  J. 

Hutchison,  Q. 

RoUeston 

Bollard 

Kelly 

Russell 

Brown 

Lang 

Smith 

Buchanan 

Lewis 

Stout 

Carson 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Taylor 

Crowther 

McGuire 

ThomiK>n,  J.  W. 

Fzaaer 

McLean 

Wason. 

Heke 

Massey 

T«Uers. 

Herries 

Monk 

Lethbridge 

Hunter 

Pirani 

Wright 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Lamach  Richardson 

McKenzie,  R.  Moore 

Meredith.  Sligo. 

Majority  for,  8. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.--I  would  just  like  to  say  a 
word  before  the  House  rises,  lest  honourable 
members  should  go  away  with  the  idea  that  I 
have  permitted  the  Standing  Orders  to  be  over- 
ridden during  the  day.  I  stated  that  my 
experience  was  that  the  House  keeps  in  its 
hands  the  absolute  control  of  the  debate  by 
fixing  from  day  to  day  the  time  to  which  it 
thinks  proper  to  adjourn  it.  I  will  now  quote  the 
rule.  The  rule  is  No.  151,  namely  :  **  A  debate 
may  be  adjourned  to  a  later  hour  on  the  same 
day,  or  any  other  day.*'  That  is  the  rule  that 
has  been  governing  the  debates  of  this  House 
for  the  last  four  years  at  least,  and  probably 
longer. 
The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  two  o'clock 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  21st  Octobsr,  1897. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Ohapman— Supreme  Court  Bill— Adjourn- 
ment. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

FSATBBS. 

Mr.  A.  H.  CHAPMAN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education,— (1)  Whether  any  employ^  of 
Mr.  A.  H.  Chapman,  J.P.,  of  Eurow,  run- 
holder,  is,  or  has  been  within  the  last  twelve 
months,  in  the  employ  of  the  Government 
Stock  Department;  (2)  what  were  the  duties 
he  had  to  perform ;  (3)  what  remuneration 
was  paid  him  for  such  service ;  (4)  is  the  said 
person  still  in  Government  service  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  said  the 


replies  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  ques- 
tions were  as  follows :  (1.)  Yes.  (2.)  His  duties 
were  to  patrol  the  tops  of  the  mountains  to 
prevent  sheep  -  stealing.  It  appeared  that 
there  had  been  a  certam  amount  of  sheep- 
stealing  in  that  neighboarhood,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  be  narticularly  careful  there. 
(S.)  He  was  paid  £21  5s.  (4.)  No ;  the  allow- 
ance stopped  at  the  end  of  April. 

SUPREME  COURT  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  he  desired  that 
the  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Statutes  Re- 
vision Committee,  with  an  instruction  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
on  clauses  4  and  5.  These  clauses  dealt  with 
the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  Registrars,  and 

Provided  that  Rejgistrars  might  sit  in  Chambers 
uring  the  absence  or  illness  of  the  Judge. 
Now,  whilst  he  found  that  some  of  the  Regip- 
trars  were  well  informed  and  were  lawyers, 
certain  it  was  that  few,  if  any,  of  them  were 
fit  to  perform  these  duties.  On  inquiry  from 
the  Judges  and  others  he  learned  that  it  was 
becoming  increasingly  the  custom  in  order  to 
save  expense  to  have  cases  tried  in  Chambers  ; 
and  he  found  that  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  devolving  upon  a  Judge  in  Chambers 
was  to  exercise  skilled  knowledge  and  determine 
as  to  what  was  evidence.  There  was,  perhaps, 
nothing  more  difficult  in  the  whole  performance 
of  the  judicial  function  than  the  arbitrary 
decision  necessarily  made  as  to  what  was  or 
was  not  evidence.  The  arbitrary  exclusion  of 
evidence  by  a  Judge  was  perhaps  the  highest 
exercise  of  his  trained  Ifunctions.  Any  learned 
gentlemen  who  were  present  would  tell  the 
Council  that  the  ^ne  great  reason  why  it  was 
so  important  to  employ  able  counsel  was  be- 
cause an  able  counsel  occasionally,  if  not  fre- 
quently, forced  the  acceptance  of  evidence 
upon  tne  Court.  Now,  it  was  conceivable  that 
in  the  case  of  a  Registrar,  inexperienced 
and  entirely  new  to  the  duties,  contending  in 
the  interests  of  public  justice  against  hi^y- 
skilled  counsel,  who  insisted  that  certain  evi- 
dence must  be  admitted,  acquiescence  might 
inflict  great  injuiy  on  a  client.  Was  it  rea- 
sonable that  these  Registrars  —  untrained, 
and  by  the  whole  of  their  past  entirely 
unfitted  for  the  exercise  of  such  high  judioiid 
functions — should  have  these  duties  to  perform? 
He  thought  not.  He  found  the  decision  of 
points  of  law  was  continually  settled  in  Cham- 
bers. Was  it  reasonable  that  Registrars  should 
have  the  power  of  deciding  points  of  law  of  the 
most  intricate  character,  more  particularly 
interpretation  of  wills,  and  points  of  law  in 
relation  to  the  interpretation  of  wills,  which 
came  before  Judges  m  Chambers  ?  But  thai 
was  not  all.  He  was  aware  that  it  was  con- 
tended, inasmuch  as  section  5  provided  for 
appeals  from  the  decision  of  Registrars  when 
sitting  in  Chambers,  therefore  there  was  no 
harm  done  by  giving  this  power.  What  he 
wanted  to  point  out  was  this:  First,  that 
every  appeal  cost  money ;  and  second,  that  in 
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e^err  inalflknce  the  decision  of  the  Registrar 
woald  he  appealed  against,  and  if  bis  deci- 
sion were  not  appealed  against  it  would  be 
simply  because  the  poor  unfortunate  could 
not  find  money  enough  to  do  so.  Under  all 
these  circumstances,  it  seemed  to  him  entirely 
reasonable  that  these  clauses  should  be  referred 
to  the  Statutes  Be?ision  Committee,  so  that 
they  might  take  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  upon 
them.  So  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  learn,  the 
Judges  were  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  exactly 
what  class  of  business  was  intended  to  be 
settled  by  the  Registrars  in  Chambers;  and 
certain  it  was  that— for  example,  in  Ireland — 
a  man  who  wished  to  bring  business  before  the 
Judge  in  Chambers,  if  the  Judge  was  on  circuit, 
must  wait  till  he  returned.  The  same  thing 
ooourred  in  Scotland,  and,  he  was  told,  in  Eng- 
land. And,  as  he  remembered,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  apply  in  London  to  have  cases  tried  in 
Chambers.  Under  all  these  circumstances  he 
did  not  think  the  Council  would  make  any 
difficulties  in  referring  the  clauses  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee,  with  an  in- 
struction to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  in 
this  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said,  of  course 
he  could  not  in  any  shape  or  form  take  exception 
to  the  honourable  gentleman's  proposal,  be- 
cause even  if  that  course  were  unneoesscury  the 
tribunal  he  suggested  would  in  its  usual  way 
bring  to  bear  on  the  Bill  its  good  sense  and 
judgment.  He  would  never  object  to  any  Bill 
being  referred  to  that  Committee.  But  at  the 
same  time  he  would  venture  to  point  out  in 
this  case  he  thought  it  was  hardly  necessary, 
inasmuch  as  the  parts  of  the  Bill  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wished  referred  to  the  Judges 
had  already  been  accepted  by  them  and  by  the 
Legislature,  and,  so  far  as  the  intention  went, 
were  now  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
object  of  the  clauses  in  this  Bill  relating  to  the 
powers  of  Registrars  was  to  give  effect  to  what 
was  intended  by  the  Act  of  1893,  and  the  posi- 
tion was  not  altered  since  then  ;  or  possibly  only 
thus  far,  that  the  necessity  for  these  powers 
being  given  was  still  more  patent  than  it  was 
then.  He  thought  he  told  the  Council,  when 
the  Bill  was  going  through  its  second  reading, 
that  the  Judges  in  1893  were  perfectly  in  accord 
with  the  intentions  of  the  Act  as  then  passed. 
He  did  not  suppose  they  had  changed  their 
opinions,  and  therefore  it  was  probable  that  all 
they  could  tell  the  Committee  was  the  same  as 
they  told  the  Government  in  1893.  But  if  the 
Council  thought  it  right  and  proper  that  the 
Bill  should  go  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Com- 
mittee, of  course  he  could  not  object ;  all  he 
oould  say  was  that  he  thought  it  unnecessary. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  he  held  a  letter 
in  his  hand  which  any  honourable  member  was 
at  liberty  to  read,  in  which  for  the  Judges  the 
declaration  was  made  that  clauses  4  and  5  of  the 
Bill  were  clauses  of  which  they  had  no  official 
knowledge  whatever.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
what  his  honourable  friend  had  said  was 
substantially  and  speoifically  true,  and  that 
the  Judges  were  understood  to  have  assented, 
but,  as  tibere  appeared  some  misconception,  he 
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thought  it  judicious  specifically  to  have  the 
Judges  consulted  on  this  occasion. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved.  That 
the  C<nMeil  ctdjowm  till  that  day  week. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  make  it  Tuesday  week. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  That  the  Council  adjourn  untU 
Tuesday  week. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  L.  WALKER  said  he  thought  it 
was  very  hard  that  honourable  members  should 
be  brought  there  and  that  the  Council  should 
be  immediately  adjourned  for  another  week. 
Why  could  they  not  have  had  an  adjournment 
before  for  a  fortnight.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  have  known  perfectly  well  that 
there  was  no  business  coming  on ;  and  if  he 
could  not  institute  some  business  in  the 
Council,  all  he  could  say  was  that  they  were 
under  a  dummy  Goverimient. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  seven  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  21st  October,  1897. 


Petitions— Munioipal  FnmohiBe  Enlargement  Bill- 
Financial  Statement. 


Mr.  Spbakbr  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PlUTXBS. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  move,  by  leave  of 
the  House,  that  petitions  be  referred  direct  to 
the  different  Committees.  There  was  a  very 
large  number  undealt  with,  and  the  Committee 
of  Selection  was  not  yet  set  up,  and  he  would 
ask,  therefore,  that  leave  be  given  to  send  these 
petitions  on  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  if  that  would  include  the 
petitions  presented  during  the  early  session  of 
this  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked,  were  they  not 
departing  now  from  the  rule  for  the  order 
of  business  that  had  been  laid  down  on  the 
previous  day — that  no  business  could  be  brought 
up  before  the  financial  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  only  asking  by 
unanimous  leave  of  the  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  only  to  say  that, 
as  now  they  were  being  guided  by  custom 
rather  than  by  Standing  Orders,  they  were 
already  departing  from  the  custom  which  was 
laid  down  on  the  previous  day  in  this  respect. 

Leave  given,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  ENLARGE- 
MENT BILL. 
Mr.  TANNER.— Under  the  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances which  are  ruling  to-day,  with  so 
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xsany  private  members'  Bills    on   the  Order 
Paper  which  there  is  such  scanty  opportunity 
of  dealing  with,  it  will  become  me  to  be  brief 
— brief  to  a  fault.    I  would  ask  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  were  inclined   to  speak 
fnlly  on  the  question  to  limit  themselves  as 
much  as  possible,  in  order  that  they  may  give 
some  consideration   to  those   who  have  Bills 
following  this  one  on  the  Order  Paper.     How- 
ever,  a  few  words  ought  to  be  sufficient,  I 
think,  to  introduce   this  Bill.     The  question 
is  one  which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
House  more  than  once  of  late  years.     During 
two    or    three    recent  sessions   Bills   of    this 
character  have  progressed   to  a  given   stage, 
and  generally  have  passed  their  second  read- 
ing   by  general    consent  without  a  division. 
Whether  tbis  courtesy,  however,  will  be  ex- 
tended to  my  Bill  to-day  is  a  matter  of  ques- 
tion, because  it  is   cast  in    a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent mould  from  some  of   those  that  have 
b«en    submitted    to    the    House    previously. 
I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  unsatisfactory 
character  of  the  present  municipal  franchise. 
I  take  it  for  granted  there  is  scarcely  a  man  in 
this  House  but  who  knows  well  enough  that 
the  present  state  of  our  municipal  franchise  is — 
not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  upon  it — a  positive 
reproach  to  the  colony.    The  restrictive  nature 
of  the  franchise,  the  plural  voting  allowed  by 
it,  and  the  very  small  interest  shown  in  its  use 
at  municipal  elections  and  in  the  elections  of 
the  civic  officers  of  our  municipalities,  are  of 
themselves  sufficient  to  show  that  the  franchise 
itself  is  not  properly  valued  or  used  by  its 
present  holders,  and  that  the  whole  system  is 
in  need  of  some  measure  of  reform.    It  is  a  fact 
that  in  our    parliamentary  elections  75  or  76 
per  cent,  of  the  electors  on  the  rolls  record  their 
votes    at   the  polling-places  for  the  different 
candidates.     It  is  also  a  fact,  I  believe,  in  the 
municipal  history  of  this  colony  that  no  such 
figure  has  ever  been  reached  in  a  municipal  poll, 
except  on  a  certain  occasion  in  the  City  of  Dun- 
edin,  where,  I  believe,  some  79  per  cent,  of  the 
voters  recorded  their  votes  in  1898  in  a  hotly- 
contested  election   for  a  mayor.      As  a  rule 
great  towns  scarcely  poll  one-half  of  those  who 
possess  the  municipal  franchise  at  the  present 
time — in  many  cases  not  one-third;  and  there 
are    returns    showing    that    one-fifth    of    the 
holders  of  the  franchise  have  deemed  it  their 
duty  to  record  their  votes  on  a  given  occasion, 
and  that  the  other  four-fifths  of  the  voters 
cared  little  or  nothing  under  the  circumstances 
is  shown  by  their  absence  from  the  poll.     Of 
course,  a  system  like  this  naturally  lends  itself 
to  the  formation  of  cliques,  and  leads  to  petty 
government  in  the  most  petty  sense  of   the 
word  in  our  municipal  institutions.     It  is  not. 
Sir,  any  lack  of  statutory  powers  on  the  part 
of  municipal  authorities  that  I  complain  of. 
Our  Municipal  Corporations  Act  invested  them 
with  large  powers,  which  in  some   instances 
have    been    increased.      What    is    lacking    is 
motive-power  —  some  amount  of  will   or   im- 
pulsive force  which  would  correspond  with  the 
growing  demands  of  the  community  at   the 
present  time ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that 
Mr  Tannsr 


during  the  last  few  years  a  much  keener 
interest  has  been  shown  in  municipal  matters, 
and  the  immediate  consequence  has  been  the 
introduction  into  this  House  of  measures  for 
the  extension  of  the  franchise.  How  it  can  be 
reformed,  and  to  what  limit,  constitute  ques- 
tions fairly  debatable  and  open  to  argument. 
Anything  in  the  way  of  restricting  the  present 
franchise  will,  of  course,  intensify  present 
evils,  and  is  not  to  be  thought  of ;  it  can  only 
be  improved  by  the  infusion  of  new  blood  from 
below.  My  Bill  proposes  to  confer  municipal 
franchise  on  every  adult  male  and  female 
resident  of  full  age  living  within  the  limits  of 
any  borough.  The  qualification  of  bond  ftdt 
residence  is  simply  that  which  has  been  decided 
upon  by  this  House  in  its  wisdom  as  the 
qualification  of  an  elector  to  have  his  name 
inserted  on  the  parliamentary  roll;  and  it 
appears  to  me— it  may  be  taken  in  another 
sense  by  other  members  of  this  House — 
that  if  a  man  or  woman  is  qualified  to  take 
part  in  the  election  of  a  representative 
to  this  House  by  virtue  of  the  qnaliflca- 
tions  set  forth  in  the  Electoral  Act,  then 
he  or  she  is  certainly  competent  to  cast  a  vote 
for  the  election  of  a  common  councillor  in  a 
borough  containing  a  few  hundred  inhabitants, 
or  to  give  a  vote  for  the  election  of  its  Mayor. 
I  see  no  reason  whatever  why  the  franobise 
should  not  be  broadened  to  the  point  I  speak 
of.  I  may  be  met  by  an  objection— an  objec- 
tion certain  to  be  raised  by  the  gentlemen  who 
look  upon  the  Bill  as  a  dangerous  innovation. 
There  are  members  on  these  occasions  who 
render  objections  extremely  objectionable  be- 
cause baseless,  and  I  will  anticipate  one  in 
advance,  which  will  be. stated  somewhat  as 
follows  :  **  You  are  proposing  an  extension  of 
the  franchise  by  which  you  are  giving  power 
into  the  hands  of  A,  B,  and  G,  who  are  men 
and  women  destitute  of  property,  and  who,**  to 
use  a  cant  phrase  which  seldom  passes  my  lips, 
"  have  no  stake  in  the  country  " — I  believe  thai 
is  the  correct  expression  —  **  you  are  giving 
powers  to  these  to  allow  your  municipalities 
to  incur  loans  and  raise  the  rates,  which 
shall  be  chargeable  on  the  properties  of  X,  Y, 
and  Z,  who  are  property-holders  within  the 
limits  of  the  borough.**  I  may  just  as  well 
anticipate  that  objection,,  which  will  be  made 
sooner  or  later,  and  say  there  is  no  snch 
provision  in  this  Bill.  The  Bill  only  pro- 
poses to  give  power  to  each  adult  male 
and  female  resident,  when  duly  qualified, 
to  participate  in  the  election  of  members 
of  Municipal  Councils  and  to  record  their 
votes  in  the  election  of  a  Mayor.  The  right  is 
expressly  reserved  to  the  present  ratepayers 
—as  in  the  Qovemment  Bills  of  1895  and 
1896— to  be  supreme  in  the  matter  of  easting 
their  votes  on  the  question  of  rejecting  or 
sanctioning  any  loan -proposals  which  come 
before  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough.  I  men- 
tion that.  Sir,  because  I  feel  that  ought  to  be 
a  strong  inducement,  putting  it  even  on  so  low 
a  ground,  to  honourable  members  who  might 
otherwise  be  ill-disposed  towards  the  Bill  to 
give  it  some  amount  of  oonsideratiou.    It  is 
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^most  invariably  the  case  in  these  large 
public  questions  that  coDcession  is  resistedf 
resisted,  resisted  till  the  time  comes  when  the 
-concessions  which  have  been  first  proposed  are 
deemed  utterly  inadequate  to  the  occasion, 
and  in  the  end  the  rights  which  are  conferred 
and  the  extensions  which  are  granted  are  out 
of  all  proportions  to  the  first  demand.  In  my 
opinion,  if  this  House  is  wise,  it  will  hail  this 
Bill  with  satisfaction,  and  will  proceed  at  once 
to  place  it  on  the  statute-book  as  a  measure 
whereby  the  growing  demand  on  the  part  of 
a  number  of  people  of  this  colony  may  be  met, 
and  the  House  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  the  subject  of  municipal  franchise  is 
no  longer  a  matter  for  the  future.  Sir,  I  move 
•the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

>Ir.  SEDDON.^Sir,  it  would  be  expected 
that  the  views  of  the  Government  in  respect  to 
so  large  a  question  as  that  raised  in  this  Bill 
phoald  be  made  known.  I  think,  Sir,  it  will  be 
-admitted  by  all  well-wishers  of  our  municipal 
life  that  the  existing  franchise  should  be  en- 
larged. There  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  question  of 
degree  as  to  how  far  we  should  go.  I  may  say 
At  oDce  that  the  law  as  it  stands  at  the  present 
time  is  seriously  defective,  and,  without  casting 
reflection  upon  those  who  at  present  represent 
the  burgesses  in  our  Borough  Councils,  I  do 
say  that  if  there  was  an  enlarged  franchise 
the  representation  on  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion lx>die8  would  be  more  representative, 
and  we  should  have  superior  work  to  what 
is  done  at  the  present  time.  It  is  only 
reasonable  to  infer  that,  seeing  that  only 
property-owners,  lessees,  and  ratepayers — the 
latter  being  very  much  limited  —  are  repre- 
sented, the  representation  will  not  be  spread 
over  so  large  a  surface  as  it  would  be  if  we  had 
the  true  representation  of  those  who  are  living 
in  our  boroughs  in  the  colony.  And  then  when 
we  come  to  the  question  of  administration — I 
do  not  wish  again  to  cast  a  reflection,  but  it  is 
of  serious  moment  to  consider  whether  or  not 
in  respect  to  sanitary  arrangements,  in  respect 
to  what  is  necessary  to  the  life  and  well-being 
of  those  who  are  in  our  boroughs — whether 
there  has  not  been  in  the  past  selfish  conserva- 
tion of  the  properties,  whilst  the  lives  of  the 
citizens  and  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  have 
been  only  a  secondary  consideration.  Sir,  we 
Are  a  very  long  way  behind  in  municipal 
matters.  We  contend  that  we  have  been  in 
the  van  in  respect  of  progressive  legislation; 
but  in  Glasgow,  for  instance,  when  you  look  at 
the  work  taken  in  hand  there,  and  when  you 
look  at  the  franchise  there  and  compare  it 
with  our  obsolete  and  antiquated  position  to- 
day, we  are  years  behind.  And  when  you 
come  to  the  London  County  Council,  and  the 
representation  upon  that  body — I  suppose  the 
most  superior  of  any  representation  of  local 
authorities  in  the  known  world — and  when 
jou  see  the  great  power  that  is  given— when 
you  see  the  class  of  men  who  are  on  that 
London  County  Council,  it  must  come  back  to 
us  more  particularly  as  applied  to  our  large 
4Sdntres  of  population.  Why  should  we  not 
have    the    yery    best    men    on    the  Borough 


Councils  7  I  say  it  all  points  to  the  evil  that 
exists ;  and  I  ask|  with  the  franchise  at  the 
present  time,  the  plurality  of  votes — votes  given 
in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  properties 
held — I  think  the  number  of  five  votes  is  the 
maximum  given — are  we  longer  to  continue 
that  system  ?  We  have  abolished  it  years  ago 
as  applied  to  members  representing  the  people 
in  this  House;  and,  I  say,  next  to  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  Parliament  comes 
the  representation  of  the  people  on  the  local 
bodies.  Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  hold  that 
the  man  who,  by,  perhaps,  no  exertion  of  his 
own,  and  under  circumstances  over  which  he 
has  no  control  at  all,  becomes  possessed  of 
wealth  in  the  shape  of  real  estate  in  our 
boroughs,  does  not  therefore  become  fitted  to 
have  five  votes — five  times  the  voting-power 
of  his  fellow,  who  has  done,  nerhaps,  as  much 
or  more  for  the  borough  and  the  colony.  I 
say  it  is  our  duty  to  abolish  the  plurality  of 
voting  in  respect  to  the  election  of  members 
of  our  local  bodies.  We  may  start  at  once, 
I  think,  by  laying  that  down  as  an  absolute 
necessity,  and  I  feel  assured,  as  one  capable 
of  judging  public  opinion  in  this  colony,  that 
public  opinion  will  be  with  this  Legislature  if 
we  abolish  that  system  in  respect  to  our  local 
authorities.  The  next  question  I  come  to  is 
in  respect  to  our  lessees.  I  hold,  in  that 
respect,  that  the  man  who  is  in  the  borough 
for  some  time,  who  has  contributed  and  is  con- 
tributing to  the  borough  funds,  his  life  and  the 
life  of  those  dear  to  him  is  as  much  the  concern 
of  the  nation  as  that  of  the  lessee  and  his; 
and  why  there  should  be  on  the  one  hand 
a  representation  given,  whilst  denied  on  the 
other,  appears  to  me  an  enigma  which  common- 
sense  ought  to  solve,  and  solve  in  the  direction 
I  have  indicated.  Then  we  come  to  the  rate- 
payers, whom,  I  think,  a  six  months'  tenancy 
entitles  to  be  placed  on  the  municipal  roll. 
Well,  we  know  that  with  a  large  majority  of 
residents  in  the  boroughs,  owing  to  their  oc- 
cupancy—owing to  their  casual  employment, 
owing  to  the  uncertainty,  and  owing,  again,  to 
the  fact  that  owners  of  property  will  not  lease 
for  the  six  months — these,  I  say  are  often  abso- 
lutely disfranchised.  Now  I  come  to  another 
phase  of  the  question,  and  that  is :  Who  pay 
the  rates  ?  I  say  it  is  the  occupant  of  the  shop 
and  the  cottage.  The  owner  of  the  property 
places,  first  of  all,  a  capital  value  upon  his 
property.  Then,  the  rates  for  water  and  light- 
ing are  taken  into  calculation,  and  the  owner 
sees  what  will  be  the  return  for  him  from  his  pro- 
perty, and  he  adds  to  the  rental  the  amount  he 
has  to  pay  to  the  municipal  bodies  in  the  way  of 
rates.  I  therefore  say  here,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  indirectly  the  occupier  pays 
the  rates. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Who  pay  the  rates  for 
the  properties  not  occupied  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  tell  you,  if  you  want 
an  answer  to  that.  I  know  the  subject  I  am 
speaking  upon,  having  been  for  many  years  a 
Mayor  and  a  Borough  Councillor.  I  will  tell 
you  how  it  is  arranged.  The  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty calculates  the  amount  he  has  lost  through 
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the  properties  remainiDg  unoccupied  for  cer- 
tain periods,  and  he  Bays,  "  I  shall  have  to  add 
that  to  the  rentals."  • 

An  Hon.  Mshbbb. — He  gets  off  with  half- 
rates. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yea ;  that  has  been  pointed 
oat  to  me.  At  all  events,  I  say  that  a  business- 
man wishing  a  return  upon  his  investment, 
certainly  will  make  his  calculation,  allowing 
for  the  term  during  any  year  in  which  the 
properties  may  be  unoccupied. 

Mr.  FBASEB.— Ho  will  try  to,  but  he  may 
not  succeed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  he  will  try.  At  all 
events,  there  is  this  phase  of  the  question: 
Have  we  not  by  legislation  said  that  if  the 
properties  are  unoccupied  for  a  given  period 
the  owner  of  the  property  is  let  off  by  pay- 
ing half  -  rates  ?  And  by  that  legislation  the 
question  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu  has  been  half  answered.  And  I  think 
we  may  say  that  a  man  who  conducts  his 
business  upon  sound  priuciples  would  make  a 
calculation  allowing  for  the  period  the  pro- 
perty may  remain  unoccupied.  However,  I  will 
answer  it  in  another  way.  There  is  the  un- 
earned increment  which  we  must  take  into 
consideration.  Have  not  the  owners  of  the 
class  of  property  I  allude  to,  in  our  large 
centres,  fouud  those  properties  most  profitable  ? 
I  contend  that  they  have.  Take  those  in  the 
colony  who  are  fairly  well  to  do,  and  you  will 
find  they  are  those  who  in  the  past  have  pur- 
chased  lands.  Those  lands  are  occupied' prinoi- 

gally  as  cottage  properties,  and  those  people 
ave  received  a  higher  return  upon  their  in- 
vestmeuts  than,  I  believe,  any  other  class  of 
investors  throughout  the  colony.  There  are  very 
few  places  in  our  colony  where  there  has  been 
a  serious  depreciation  in  values;  and  where 
there  has  been  a  depreciation  it  has  been 
ovring  to  the  greedy  and  somewhat  selfish 
policy  that  has  been  practised.  Take  the 
Town  of  Oamaru.  What  has  caused  the  pro- 
perty to  depreciate  there?  First,  I  say,  the 
people  there  were  committed  by  the  property- 
ovniers  in  respect  to  the  harbour.  They  were 
not  thinking  so  much  of  the  general  well-being 
of  the  whole  community,  but  they  were  think- 
ing that  the  establishment  of  a  harbour  there 
would  give  increased  value  to  their  properties, 
and  they  committed  the  whole  community  to 
that  expense,  and  the  whole  of  those  committed 
were  not  consulted  or  permitted  to  have  even  a 
voice  in  the  matter.  There  are  other  works, 
also,  which  have  been  constructed ;  and  again, 
of  course,  the  ratepayers  of  the  locality  have 
been  committed  to  a  very  heavy  burden.  It 
Q  Q  was  not  patriotism  ;  it  was  not  with 
a  view  of  helping  those  who  have  to 
pay ;  it  was  done,  no  doubt,  with  the  view  of 
improving  property,  of  which  they  were  the  sole 
representatives  in  the  local  bodies ;  and  in  this 
case  it  has  fallen  on  the  whole  community,  as 
has  been  well  proved.  The  burdens  have  to  be 
borne  pro  rata  by  the  occupier  of  the  property, 
and  the  rents  have  thereby  been  increased. 
That  is  an  exceptional  case.  My  contention  is 
that  as  a  class  of  investment  cottage  properties 
Mr.  Seddon 


and  houses  in  the  large  centres  give  a  higher 
retam  than  any  other  class  of  property  in  the 
colony. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.^Do  you  speak  from  ex- 
perience  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  never  am  personal,  and  I 
am  not  going  to  be  personal  now.  I  admit 
having  been  a  small  propertv-owner,  and  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  returns  I  have  had  upon  my 
investment.  But  I  may  say  at  once  that,  nob- 
withstanding  this,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  would 
have  been  better  all  along  if  the  repre- 
sentation aimed  at  and  the  abolition  of  plural 
voting  had  been  conceded.  I  do  noK  think  it 
would  have  had  any  detrimental  effect.  That, 
Sir,  is  what  I  think  ought  to  be  insisted  upon. 
I  do  not  go  the  full  length  mentioned  in  this 
Bill,  because  under  this  Bill  any  persons  who 
have  been  three  months  in  the  locality  would 
be  entitled  to  have  their  names  enrolled  as 
burgesses  or  electors  for  the  municipal  bodies. 
Now,  I  think,  first  of  all,  that  whoever  goes 
into  a  borough  ought  to  have  a  certain  time 
given  to  him  to  know  the  public  men,  and  to 
know  who  would  be  the  best  representative  to 
have  in  the  Borough  Council.  I  think  that  is 
essential,  as  a  stranger  coming  from  another 
part  of  the  colony,  and  dropping  down  for 
three  months  in  a  place,  would  not  be,  in  my 
opinion,  so  well  able  to  judge  the  character  of 
the  men  offering  for  positions  on  the  Borough 
Council  as  one  who  had  been  there  for  a  longer 
period.  I  know  I  shall  have  to  meet  the  con- 
tention that,  if  he  is  not  fit  to  make  a 
proper  selection  for  the  Borough  Council  he  is 
not  fit  to  make  a  selection  for  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives.  I  will  meet  that  objeotion 
in  this  way :  Throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  colony  members  represent  the 
people,  and  reach  them  by  means  of  Hansard 
and  by  means  of  the  Press.  I  think  I  have 
met  what  is  the  real  contention  when  I  say 
that  men  offering  themselves  for  the  House  of 
Representatives  are  generally  widely  known. 
Why,  Sir,  they  do  not  often  succeed  on  the 
first  occasion.  It  takes  more  than  once  before 
they  get  here,  and  every  time  they  come  for- 
ward their  names  are  published  as  candidates 
for  parliamentary  honours,  and  inquiries  are 
made  in  respect  to  them,  and.  generally,  you 
will  find  a  consensus  of  opinion  that  where  a 
man  tries  repeatedly  he  will  at  last  succeed.  I 
am  sure  the  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui  will  admit  that  to  be  correct.  Sir,  I 
am  probably  digressing,  and  I  will  come 
back  to  the  point  as  regards  the  proposals 
made  in  this  Bill.  I  want  to  say  that  the 
proposals  which  the  Government  submitted 
were  more  reasonable.  If  we  go  from  the  ex- 
treme now  of  representation  under  the  plural- 
voting  system,  and  then  open  it  as  wide  as 
possible,  as  proposed  here,  what  will  happen 
will  be  this :  The  majority  of  members,  if  not 
here,  in  another  place,  will  refuse  to  pass  such 
legislation.  I  believe,  myself,  we  should  pro- 
gress, not  by  leaps  and  bounds,  but  that  the 
public  mind  should  be  educated  up  to  the  sub- 

C;  that  we  wish  to  place  upon  the  statute- 
k.    That    is   what    I   think    is  necessary. 
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Well,  I  belioTe  the  publio  mind  ie  ready  to  go 
ihe  length  of  saying  that  every  person  who  has 
for  a  time  been  resident  in  a  borough,  and 
knows  well  the  representative  men,  should 
have  the  franohise — there  will  be  no  diffioolty 
whatever  in  giving  him  the  franchise.  If  I 
had  to  put  the  question  I  should  say  I  was  in 
favour  of  giving  this  franchise  to  every  elector 
—every  man  and  woman  in  the  borough.  If  it 
was  to  give  that,  I  would  vote  for  it.  If  I 
thought  there  was  a  possibility  of  carrying  it  1 
would  say  at  once  the  honourable  member  has 
my  hearty  support  m  his  proposal ;  but  he  is 
going  beyond  what  publio  opinion  may  support 
faim  in.  He  is  going  beyond  what  this  Legisla- 
ture, in  my  opinion,  wiU  carry  at  the  present 
time.    And  it  is  much  better  to  abolish  the 

Elural  vote;  to  give  those  householders  who 
ave  been  in  the  borough  a  certain  time  so  as 
to  enable  them  to  understand  the  requirements 
•of  the  borough,  and  to  know  the  representative 
men,  and  by  that  means,  having  tried  it  as 
iiouseholders — we  might  then,  as  the  next  step, 
go  the  full  length  proposed  in  this  Bill.  The 
-honourable  member  deserves  every  credit  for 
bringing  this  matter  forward,  but  he  must  bear 
in  mind  that  in  the  smaller  local  bodies  and 
Borough  Councils  throughout  the  colony  they 
■are  not  so  advanced  in  respect  to  this  repre- 
sentation as  they  are  in  the  larger  centres, 
■and  we  must  consider  them  as  a  whole,  and 
not  ask  for  any  legislation  specially.  We 
must  pass  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  be 
generally  approved  of.  I  think,  myself,  that 
this  Bill  as  it  now  stands  will  meet  with  diffi- 
culty in  passing.  However,  Sir,  I  hope  the 
House  will  affirm  the  principle  contained  in 
the  Bill.  I  hope  it  will  affirm  that  there  is 
a  necessity  for  enlarging  the  franchise,  and 
then,  when  we  get  in  to  Committee,  we  can  make 
the  proposal  somewhat  more  modem  than  is 
proposed  here.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  with  the  object  I  have 
-stated.  When  I  tell  honourable  members  that 
here  in  this  large  City  of  Wellington,  where  the 
^population  is  over  forty  thousand,  and  the 
-number  of  electors  on  the  roll  for  the  city  is 

eomething  about  fourteen  thousand 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— Nineteen  thousand. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Nineteen  thousand.  Yet, 
if  you  take  the  municipal  roll,  it  is,  I  believe, 
only  four  thousand.  That  applies  to  the 
whole  of  the  boroughs  throughout  the  colony. 
I  say  it  is  unreasonable  that  fourteen  or 
fifteen  thousand  people  in  the  Cities  of  Wel- 
lington, Christchuroh,  Dunedin,  and  Auck- 
land should  be  entirely  disfranchised  in  re- 
spect to  municipal  matters,  and  it  is  a  sub- 
ject, I  say,  that  wants  to  be  grappled  with. 
Sir,  I  know  that  honourable  members  wish 
this  afternoon  to  get  through  as  much  as  we 
can ;  but  I  felt  I  could  not  give  a  silent  vote 
upon  this  Bill.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country  to  give  my  opinion 
upon  it.  I  shall  support  the  Bill,  and  modify 
it  when  in  Committee.  My  objections  are 
Committee  objections,  and  are  not  against  the 
principle  of  the  measure.  The  principle  of 
•enlarging   our  municipal   franchise  warrants 


the  Legislature  taking  the  earliest  possible 
steps.  The  evils  that  have  occurred  in  the 
past  cannot  be  allowed  to  continue  ;  if  they  are 
the  responsibility  must  rest  with  those  who 
oppose  reform  in  this  direction.  Where  it 
means  loss  of  health,  misery,  squalor,  and  de- 
gradation it  is  our  duty  to  remove  it,  and  we 
never  will  unless  we  enlarge  our  municipal 
franohise. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Sir,  the  honourable 
member  who  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill  urged  us  to  be  short  in  our  speeches, 
so  that  there  might  be  an  opportunity  for  other 
members  to  bring  their  business  on.  I  shall 
not  occupy  a  very  long  time.  But  the  honour- 
able member  ought  to  have  spoken  to  the  Pre- 
mier, and  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  not  to 
ittake  a  long  speech.  The  Premier  has  not 
only  made  a  long  speech,  but  such  a  one  as 
is  likely  to  lead  persons  who  are  less  self- 
controlled  than  myself  to  enter  into  a  long 
debate.  1  have  hitherto  considered  the  Pre- 
mier as  a  democrat,  but  after  the  speech  we 
have  just  listened  to  we  have  seen  what  he 
would  call  the  cloven  foot  of  that  queer  hybrid, 
a  Tory  democrat.  The  honourable  gentleman 
spoke  against  the  Bill,  and  then  dilated  on  the 
evil  effects  of  overcrowding  large  cities,  which 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  Bill ;  but 
that  is  so  much  like  his  usual  ecustom  of 
speaking  one  way  and  voting  another.  He 
tells  us  that  he  will  vote  for  the  Bill, 
but  damned  it  with  faint  praise  from  the 
beginning.  The  honourable  gentleman  told 
us  to-day,  in  reply  to  his  own  question, 
*'  Who  pay  the  rates  ?  "  that  all  pay  rates ;  no 
matter  how  small  their  rental  may  be,  the 
tenant  in  his  rental  pays  the  rates,  because  the 
return  which  the  owner  looks  for  from  the. 
money  invested  includes  the  recovery  of  the 
rates  he  has  to  pay  to  the  rate-collector.  I 
congratulate  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  on . 
his  acquisition  of  a  small  amount  of  know- 
ledge of  political  economy,  and  I  congratulate 
myself  on  having  performed  that  feat,  said  to  be 
impossible,  of  converting  a  political  opponent 
by  argument,  for  on  a  previous  occasion,  when 
I  said,  "  Impose  taxation  how  you  will,  it  de- 
scends on  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it,** 
he  laughed  at  the  folly  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  for  enunciating  such  a  heresy. 
Yet  from  his  very  mouth  this  afternoon  we 
find  that  he  has  been  converted  by  the  argu- 
ments of  his  opponents,  and  I  am  extremely 
pleased  to  find  that  such  is  the  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  will  be  voting  together 
on  this  Bill. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No;  I  am  not  going 
to  vote  for  this  Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  very  bad 
Bill,  and,  though  I  admit  that  the  principle  of 
the  revision  of  our  municipal  and  local  govern- 
ment is  essential,  the  provisions  in  this  Bill 
are  60  manifestly  unjust  that  1  shall  vote 
against  it,  and  in  doing  so  I  believe  I  am  doing 
what  is  right.  The  Premier  tells  us  our  muni- 
cipal legislation  is  infinitely  behind  the  age, 
and  is  a  discredit  to  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear.    So  it  is. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  am  interested  to  hear 
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the  Premier  say  it  is ;  but  I  would  ask,  to  whom 
IS  due  this  discredit  that  our  municipal  legis- 
lation is  behind  the  times?  Why,  there  he 
sits.  The  Premier  himself  is  beyond  all  others 
the  man  respousible  for  this  position.  Some 
years  ago  he  introduced  a  Municipal  Franchise 
£jnlargemeDt  Bill— I  forget  the  exact  title— 
which  pretended  to  deal  with  the  reform  of 
municipal  government.  Had  he  any  intention 
of  passing  that  Bill  ?  Did  he  allow  this  House 
to  pass  it  ?  Of  course  not.  Having  the  power, 
he  neglected  to  use  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  stonewalled  it  then. 

Captain  BUSSELL.  —  It  was  no  question 
of  stonewalling.  We  were  a  wretched  weak 
Opposition — fifteen  to  sixty.  All  the  Premier 
had  to  do  was  to  hold  up  his  little  finger,  and 
the  fifty-nine  obsequious  followers  knew  they 
had  to  do  exactly  what  the  one  strong  man  told 
them.  At  that  time  I  had  failed  to  discover 
that  he  was  a  Tory  democrat.  I  thought  he 
was  genuine  in  what  he  preached,  and  that  he 
was  a  social  democrat.  Now,  having  climbed 
to  power  on  the  shoulders  of  the  people,  he  will 
soon  become  a  great  deal  more  Conservative 
than  anybody  who  sits  on  these  benches.  The 
Premier  told  us  we  had  abolished  plural  voting 
in  Parliament  some  years  ago,  and  that  it  was 
time  we  abolished  plural  voting  in  municipal 
matters  also.  Sir,  tnere  is  no  analogy  whatso- 
ever betweA  voting  for  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment and  voting  for  the  election  of  Municipal 
Councillors.  I  may  say  I  did  not  agree  with 
the  principle  of  '*  one  man  one  vote,"  nor  am  I 
going  now  to  say  it  was  wise  ;  I  still  think  it  was 
injudicious.  I  opposed  Sir  Qeorge  Grey,  and 
think  he  did  wrong  in  confining  one  man  to  one 
vote.  But,  whether  that  is  so  or  not,  I  recog- 
nise it  is  an  accomplished  fact,  and  there  it 
remains.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  had 
no  reason  to  complain  of  the  alteration  of  the 
franchise.  But  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  election  of  a  man  to  serve  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  New  Zealand  and  another  to  a  munici- 
pal body.  The  latter  is  elected  primarily  and 
principally  with  a  view  of  controlling  the 
expenditure  of  money  derived  from  land  and 
bouses  in  the  borough.  The  cases  are  abso- 
lutely dissimilar.  TaJce  this  Bill  as  an  illustra- 
tion. Is  it  right  that  there  should  be  a  power 
placed  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible  residents 
that  is  asked  for  by  this  Bill  ?  I  am  not  going 
to  fall  into  the  error  the  honourable  member 
for  Avon  thinks  that  members  of  the  House 
may  fall  into.  I  took  the  trouble  to  read  this 
Bill  before  he  got  up  to  speak  upon  it,  and 
though  It  is  perfectly  true  this  Bill  does  not 
deal  with  the  taking  of  a  vote  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  loan,  yet,  if  you  confer  upon 
people  who  are  not  ratepayers,  who  are  in  the 
majority,  the  power  of  electing  the  Mayor  and 
Councillors  of  a  municipality,  you  are  going  a 
very  long  step  towards  removing  the  power  of 
dealing  with  their  own  affairs  from  the  rate- 
payers, and  placing  that  power  under  the  control 
of  the  temporary  and  nonratepaying  residents 
— people  who  have  no  interest  in  the  borough 
whatever,  but  who  may  authorise  the  under- 
taking of  large  public  works.  In  many  of  the 
Captain  Russell 


smaller  towntf  of  New  Zealand  it  is  the  foolish* 
desire  of  unthinking  ratepayers  to  rush  into 
large    loans.      Some   large    and    some    8mal> 
boroughs  in  New  Zealand  are  hampered  enor- 
mously in    their  finance,  consequent  on   the 
clamour  for  public  expenditure  before  the  rate- 
payers knew  what  the  effect  of  borrowing  would 
be,  the  result  being  that  large  sums  were  raised,, 
and  charged  upon  the  rates;  and  these  loana 
have,  I  believe,  prevented  the  prosperity  of  the 
boroughs,  and  the  proper  extension  of  public 
works  as  their  necessity  became  really  apparent. 
This  Bill  seems  to  me  to  be  most  injudicious  in  its 
proposals.    There  is  the  solid  fact  standing  out 
that  any  person  who  has  been  twelve  months- 
in  the  colony  and  three  months  in  an  eleotoral 
district  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  the  election, 
of  the  Mayor  and  Councillors  in  any  borouffh. 
Then,  all  plural  voting  is  abolished  ;  and  it  uso 
does  more.    Let  us  take  the  case  of  a  man  who- 
has  a  warehouse,  or  whose  place  of  business  is 
in   a  town,  but  from  the  fact  of  his  place  of 
residence  being  on  the  outside  of  the  electoral 
district,    the    boundary  of  the  borough,  yet^ 
because    he  happens    to   be   separated  by  an 
imaginary  line,  he  is  to  have  no  vote  whatever 
in    the  management  of    the  finance  of  that 
borough,  whilst   some    wanderer   from    Oool- 
gardie,  Klondyke,  or  anywhere  else,  who  haa 
been  a   short  time  in  the  colony,  and  three 
months  in  the  eleotoral  district,  is  allowed  to- 
say  how  the  disfranchised  man's  property  is  to 
be  managed,  whilst  the  owner  of  the  property,, 
because  he  happens  to  reside  on  the  other  8ide  of 
the  street,  is  to  have  no  voice  at  all.    Such  a  pro- 
posal  is  monstrous — it  is,  at  any  rate,  to  my 
mind.    Whilst  we  may  agree  with  the  principle 
that   it    is    necessary  municipal   govemment> 
should  receive  careful    consideration    at   the 
hfljids  of  the  House,  yet,  once  and  for  all,  we- 
should  lay  down  the  principle  that  no  property- 
owner  shall  be  debarred  from  voting  because  he 
happens  to  live  on  the  wrong  side  of  an  elec- 
toral boundary.     I  do  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  who   introduced  this  Bill  realised 
what  he  was  doing,  or,  if  he  did,  I  must  say  he  is 
a  most  vigorous  reformer  when  he  intends  to 
take  from  the  owner  of  property  in  a  district 
any  voice  whatever  in  controlling  it  unless  he- 
chances  to  live  over  his  own  shop,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  transfer  the  power  of  control  to  a 
population  more  or  less  migratory,  which  doea 
not  care  a  straw  how  expenditure  takes  place. 
I    may    be    told   that  the  words  "  bon6  ftd& 
resident "  cover  a  great  deal,  but  I  venture 
to    say    it    would    be    extremely    difiBoult   to 
define  who   is  a  bond  fide  resident.     Every 
one  who  has  contested  elections  knows  that 
at    least    one-third    of    the    names    on    an 
electoral    roll    vanish    off    that    roll    before 
the    next    triennial     election     is     held  —  in 
other  words,   there  is  a  perpetually  shifting 
population — and  that  there  are  names  placed 
on  an  electoral  roll  who  really  have  no  right 
as  electors,  and    certainly  as    ratepayers    or 
permanent  residents  in  a  town  should  never 
have  their  names  appear  there  at  all.     If  there 
has  been  any  genuine  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  for  municipal  reform  it  was  their 
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duty  to  bring  down  a  scheme.  While  we 
listened  to  &U  the  bathos  to  which  the  Pre- 
mier treated  us  in  his  speech,  one  must  have 
known  be  was  only  talking  for  talking's  sake 
—that  he  was  simply  talking  to  this  House 
with  the  express  object  of  keeping  the  dis- 
cussion going  till  half- past  five  —  in  other 
words,  stonewalling— and  that  he,  at  any  rate, 
wonld  place  on  record  those  noble  sentiments, 
and  take  very  good  care  his  vote  would  not  go 
with  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Sir,  I  find   myself  in   the 
same  predicament  as  the  Premier  to-day.    I 
do  not  care  about  casting  a  silent  vote  on  a 
measure  of  this  kind,  and  I  feel  constrained  to 
speak  on  the  measure  because  of  the  line  of 
aigoment  adopted  by  the  last   speaker,  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke*s  Bay.    I  think 
it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  this  does  not  form 
part  of  a  larger  measure  of  local  government 
reform,  but  if  we  are  not  to  have  that— and  the 
tardy  way  in  which  the  Ministry  have  dealt 
with  that  reform  during  the  past  three  or  four 
years  does  not  augur  much  for  our  chances  of 
having  a  full  measure  laid  before  us  for  some 
time  to  come— if  we  are  not  to  have  a  larger 
measure  of  reform,  then   I,  with  others,  am 
prepared  to  do  all  we  can  in  the  direction 
of  making  more  complete  the  power  of  local 
government  so  far  as  the  people  are  concerned. 
One  or  two  points  were  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  He  asks  a  question  as 
to  why  existing  local  debts  have  been  incurred ; 
sad  the  answer  is  here  :  For  the  years  I  served 
on  local  bodies  I  was  impressed  by  the  fact 
that  to-day,  under  the  existing  system,  under 
the  restricted   franchise  in    connection    with 
municipal  matters,  we  are  incurring  the  whole 
burden  of  maintenance,  and  the  present  rate- 
payers quietly  hand  over  to  monopolies  tram- 
*>^ySff  lighting,  and  other  public  services  that 
would  in  themselves  be  tremendous  sources  of 
profit  to  the  municipalities  if  we  had  them 
imder  our  oontrol.    That  is  one  reason.    The 
ratepayers'  franchise  is  largely  representative 
of  the  very  class  who  have  got  their  hands  upon 
gas  and  trsumways  and  other  public  services; 
and  I,  for  one,  am  prepared  to  support  this 
measure,  because  I  believe,  to  place  the  power 
in   the   hands   of    the  whole  of  the    people 
will  within  a  year  or  two  revolutionise  the 
woial  condition  of  the  people  of  this  colony. 
There  is  another  thing:  We  give  the  power  of 
eleoting  Parliament  to  the  whole  population ; 
•nd  I  would  like  to  point  out  to  honourable 
members  that  that  means  that  that  particular 
vote  controls  a  Parliament  which  deals  not 
only  with  national  taxation,  but  actuallv  im- 
poses special  property-taxes.    And  why  should 
not  an  adult  franchise  impose  special  municipal 
taxes  on  property  ?    The  Parliament  vote  taxes 
Isod  especially,  it  taxes  income  especially,  it 
taxes  many  things,  and  I  have  no  more  fear 
of  unjust  taxation  being  imposed  if  exercised 
io  a  municipal  area  than  I  have  when  exer- 
cised  on    the   floor  of    this    House    through 
the  people's  representatives.    There  are  other 
points.     I    take    it    for    granted    that    everv 
member    is     more     or    less     familiar    with 


the  progress  of  municipal  reform  in  the 
Old  Country  during  the  past  few  years.  With 
every  advance  in  the  power  of  the  people  to 
deal  with  municipal  government  there  has 
been  a  marked  improvement  in  connection 
with  the  condition  of  the  large  centres  of 
population.  In  Glasgow,  in  Birmingham,  in 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  even  in  London — 
although  London  is  not  so  far  ahead  as  some 
of  the  other  large  cities  in  Great  Britain — in 
all  those  places  every  advance  in  the  municipal 
franchise  has  been  immediately  followed  by 
a  big  improvement  in  connection  with  the 
people's  condition  generally.  In  this  City  of 
Wellington,  if  we  had  the  larger  franchise, 
I  believe  that  a  number  of  slums  that  are 
largely  responsible  for  the  juvenile  depravity 
agitating  this  town  to-day  would  disappear. 
I  believe  that  with  the.  Icurger  municipal 
franchise  the  people  would  refuse  to  allow 
them  to  exist  in  their  present  condition 
for  another  year.  I  believe  they  would  be 
swept  away,  as  they  ought  to  be  swept  away ; 
but  they  never  will  be  done  away  with  under 
the  existing  municipal  franchise.  If  we  can- 
not get  the  whole  Bill  I  am  prepared  to  take  as 
much  as  we  can  get.  It  has  been  said  we 
cannot  get  it  through  another  place.  Well,  I 
say,  if  we  cannot  get  it  through  another  place 
one  of  the  most  important  duties  resting  upon 
this  Assembly  is  to  see  that  the  other  plaoe 
cannot  exercise  such  power  of  restraint  as  it 
is  apparently  permitted  to  do.  I  shall  support 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— I  do  not  think  either  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  or 
the  Premier  has  really  dealt  with  the  Bill 
before  us.  They  both  talked  upon  broad  prin- 
ciples in  respect  of  cumulative  voting.  Well, 
that  is  a  matter  open  for  discussion  ;  bui  I 
think  the  Premier  should  have  given  us  a  lead 
on  the  principle  contained  in  this  Bill,  because 
the  principle  of  this  Bill  is  a  very  much  wider 
one  than  the  Premier  wishes  us  to  believe — 
that  is  to  say,  simply  the  principle  of  an 
altered  municipal  franchise.  The  Bill  directs 
the  particular  way  in  which  the  franchise  is  to 
be  altered,  and,  to  my  mind,  a  very  objection- 
able way.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Ohrtstchurch  City  that  an  altera- 
tion of  this  kind  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  large 
measure  of  local-government  reform,  and  I  ad- 
mit that  some  measure  of  that  kind  is  needed ; 
but  the  House  ought  to  have  a  lead  in  that 
matter  from  the  Government  benches.  It  is 
true  that  the  Gh>vernment  have  from  time  to 
time  brought  down  to  us  a  Bill  of  this  kind, 
but  they  have  not  pressed  it  forward  or 
attempted  to  get  it  through  with  that  same 
energy  which  they  have  displayed  towards 
other  measures.  The  honouraole  member  for 
Ghristchurch  City  and  the  Premier  both  re- 
ferred to  local  debts,  and,  as  I  understood  them, 
blamed  the  existing  franchise  for  the  debts 
which  now  exist  in  respect  of  certain  local 
bodies.  Of  course,  they  are  arguing  to  a  certain 
extent  from  present  conditions,  and  they  can- 
not— and  nobody  possibly  can— foresee  what 
would   have  been  the    conditions   as  regarda 
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these  debts  supposing  the  franchise  had  been 
altered.  I  maintain,  if  the  franchise  had  been 
altered — take,  for  instance,  a  specific  instance 
mentioned  by  the  Premier :  If  the  franchise 
had  existed  under  the  conditions  as  prescribed 
in  this  Bill  the  Oamaru  Harbour  would  have 
been  constructed  all  the  same,  and  probably 
a  great  deal  more  money  would  have  been  ex- 
pended on  the  harbour  than  is  the  case  at  pre- 
sent. He  forgot  to  mention,  in  dealing  with 
this  question  of  municipal  reform,  that  in  the 
case  of  Oamaru  a  great  deal  of  the  debt  was  in- 
curred for  the  very  object  for  which  he  argued 
the  altered  franchise  snould  be  instituted — that 
is  to  say,  a  great  portion  of  the  debt  in  Oamaru 
was  incurred  owing  to  the  Oamaru  Borough 
having  committed  itself  to  a  large  water 
scheme.  I  do  not « object  to  a  water  scheme; 
I  think  it  is  very  good.  But  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristohurch  City  referred  to  the 
matter  of  tramways  and  other  useful  works  of 
that  kind,  which,  he  says,  ought  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  municipal  bodies.  Well,  I  agree  with 
him  that  tramways,  under  certain  conditions, 
ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  local  bodies. 
Q  QQ  The  conditions  are  not  the  same  that 
*  obtain  in  the  large  populated  places 
like  Glasgow,  and  that  is  one  reason  why  the 
municipal  authorities  have  not  taken  on  their 
shoulders  works  like  the  tramways.  The  tram- 
ways have  been  taken  in  hand  by  companies, 
and  with  what  result?  Nearly  all  of  them 
have  lost  money.  In  nearly  all  the  instances 
I  can  think  of  at  present  the  tramways  have 
been  i^  losing  speculation  to  those  who  entered 
int  I  them.  The  reason  why  the  municipal 
bodies  have  not  taken  on  themselves  the 
burden  of  constructing  and  maintaining  the 
tramways  is  the  fact  that  at  present  they  do 
not  see  their  way  to  make  them  a  paying 
speculation.  If  the  municipal  bodies  found 
that  they  would  be  a  paying  speculation  you 
may  depend  on  it  that  long  ago  they  would 
have  constructed  tramways' or  bought  up  those 
already  in  existence;  so  that  the  real  reason 
that  they  have  not  taken  on  themselves  these 
works  at  the  present  time  is  that  they  cannot 
see  that  they  are  speculations  for  them  to 
enter  into  with  financial  success.  But  these 
matters,  and  others  quoted  by  the  Premier,  are 
really  outside  the  four  corners  of  the  Bill,  and 
I  shall  come  back  to  the  Bill,  because  I  think 
the  principle  contained  in  it  is  a  vicious  one. 
What  is  the  principle  ?  It  is  this  :  that  with 
regard  to  municipal  elections  of  Councillor 
and  Mayor  the  franchise  shall  be  so  altered  as 
to  make  it  conform  to  the  electoral  franchise. 
That  means  that  the  only  rights  retained  to  a 
ratepayer  under  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  of  1886  are  the  rights  of  voting  on  certain 
loans.  Every  other  right  is  given  up,  even  the 
right  of  electing  a  Councillor.  What  does  that 
mean  ?  It  means  that  the  rates  might  be  in- 
creased under  this  proposed  franchise.  I  men- 
tion that  because  I  wish  to  go  on  to  point  out 
what  the  franchise  now  proposed  would  be.  The 
franchise  now  proposed  is  the  electoral  fran- 
chise— that  every  person,  male  or  female,  who  is 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one,  who  has  resided  one 
Mr,  J,  Allen 


year  in  the  colony  and  three  months  in  the 
district,  may  be  enrolled  on  what  is  here  called 
the  municipal  electors'  roll.  It  goes  on  to  say 
that  no  person  shall  in  any  case  have  more 
than  one  vote.  There  was  no  necessity  to  put 
that  in  at  all,  because  the  previous  clause 
governs  it.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  ask  my 
Maori  friends  what  it  means  to  them.  If  they 
live  in  a  borough  they  would  have  no  Vote, 
because  they  would  not  be  on  the  electoral 
roll  for  the  district;  but  under  the  Blectoral 
Act  a  Maori  or  a  half-caste  has  a  particular 
roll  of  his  own,  and  therefore  he  would  not  be 
on  the  roll  in  a  borough.  Therefore,  if  he 
lives  in  a  borough,  he  will  not  get  on  the 
municipal  roll  at  all.  I  think  my  Maori  friends 
will  hesitate  before  they  vote  for  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  are  on  now. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— That  remark  shows  that 
the  Premier  has  not  read  the  Bill.  Rate- 
payers have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  pro- 
posed franchise. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  are  now  on  the  elec- 
toral roll,  and  they  will  stop  on  it. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— But  this  Bill  provides  only 
for  the  electoral  roll,  which  is  a  special  one  in 
the  case  of  the  Maoris.  Now,  we  have,  in  the 
first  place,  if  the  franchise  is  adopted,  con- 
stcuiit  confusion  from  the  fact  that  the  electoral 
roll  is  always  altering.  If  a  man  does  not  vote 
at  an  election  his  name  goes  off  the  roll,  and  in 
consequence  his  name  will  be  erased  from  the 
municipal  roll.  Is  that  fair,  that  he  should  be 
taken  off  the  municipal  roll  on  account  of  not 
having  voted  for  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Quite  right. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.  — Well,  it  is  a  matter  of 
opinion,  and  I  differ  from  those  who  say  it  is 
all  right.  We  now  come  to  a  more  important 
matter  than  the  one  I  have  mentioned,  but,  be- 
fore I  deal  with  that,  it  appears  in  the  Bill  that 
the  only  protection,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  is  in  the 
third  clause,  where  it  prescribes  '*  a  bond  fide 
resident."    But  there  is  no  definition  of  that. 

Mr.  TANNER.  — You  wiU  find  it  in  the 
Electoral  Act.  That  is  where  the  names  are 
to  be  taken  from. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — There  may  be  a  definition, 
but  I  do  not  know  of  it.  But  there  is  a  more 
important  objection  to  this  proposal  than  any 
I  have  so  far  mentioned*  I  will  give  what  is  a 
concrete  instance  in  order  to  show  what  I  mean. 
By  a  freehold  qualification  a  man  may  be  on  the 
electoral  roll  for  the  district  where  his  freehold 
is,  but  he  may  not  reside  in  the  district.  Under 
the  proposed  Bill,  although  he  has  a  freehold 
qualification  in  that  district,  he  cannot  be  on 
the  municipal  roll  because  he  is  not  resident  in 
the  district.  Now,  I  will  take  the  case  of  that 
same  man  who  is  living  in  the  borough,  but  be- 
cause his  name  is  on  the  electoral  roll  where 
he  has  a  freehold  qualification  he  cannot  be  on 
the  electoral  roll  where  he  resides,  and  there- 
fore he  cannot  be  on  the  municipal  roll  either. 
He  may  have  a  hundred  thousand  pounds* 
worth  of  property  in  New  Zealand,  and  yet  he 
cannot  be  on  any  roll  under  those  conditions. 
Is  that  fair? 
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An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Perfectly  fair. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.  —  An  honourable  member 
•ajTB  it  is  perfectly  fair,  but  I  do  not  agree  with 
him.  The  case  I  have  quoted  is  one  that  may 
happen.  I  ask  again,  la  it  fair?  A  man  may 
have  been  born  in  New  Zealand  and  may  have 
lived  in  the  colony  all  his  life — he  may  even  be 
a  member  of  this  House — and  yet  he  cannot 
get  on  the  municipal  roll. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbr. — He  would  be  on  one  of 
the  two. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — I  have  stated  the  position 
of  things,  and  it  is  a  case  that  may  easily 
happen  ;  and  I  ask,  la  it  a  fair  principle  to  have 
placed  in  a  Bill  brought  before  this  House? 
Then,  under  similar  conditions  a  man  may  pay 
DO  rates  whatever,  and  yet  he  may  be  on  the 
municipal  roll,  and  may  be  elected  Mayor  of  a 
borough.  Sir,  I  think  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  go  a  great  deal  too  far — so  far,  indeed,  that 
the  House,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  not  to  affirm 
them — and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  vote  against 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Sir,  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  I  cordially  support  the 
principles  underlying  the  measure,  and  I  will 
support  it  through  all  its  stages.  We  have  just 
had  a  speech  from  a  gentleman  who  represents 
what  may  be  called  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  and  he  has  given  us  an  illustration  of 
what  he  says  may  happen  if  this  Bill  becomes 
law.  He  pointed  out  what  he  called  a  hard- 
ship. He  said  a  man  may  have  property  in 
one  electorate  and  be  on  the  electoral  roll  for 
that  district  under  a  freehold  qualification, 
aaid  be  entitled  to  vote  in  parliamentaiy 
elections ;  and  yet  he  may  be  residing  in 
another  district,  and  would  therefore  be  de- 
barred from  becoming  a  voter.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  considered  it  a  great  wrong 
that  a  man  should  be  refused  the  privilege  of 
voting  in  two  districts,  but  I  do  not  see  where 
the  hardship  comes  in.  If  the  man  has  voted 
in  one  district,  why  should  he  have  the  right  to 
vote  in  another,  because  he  is  a  resident  in  it  ? 
If  he  does  not  like  to  be  debarred  from  voting 
in  the  particular  district  in  which  he  resides, 
why  does  he  not  get  his  name  removed  from 
the  electoral  district  in  which  he  holds  that 
freehold  and  placed  on  the  roll  of  the  local 
district?  The  honourable  gentleman  is  just 
using  the  old  stereotyped  cry  that  has  been 
raised  over  and  over  again  by  the  propertied 
classes  with  regard  to  this  power — that  pro- 
perty has  a  right  to  a  vote  wherever  it  is 
situated.  Now,  in  this  colony,  at  least,  Par- 
liament has  recognised  that  property  has  no 
special  right  to  be  represented.  It  is  the  men 
and  women  of  the  colony  that  have  a  right  to 
be  represented.  This  right  has  been  recog- 
nised in  the  Old  Country  for  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  years.  In  fact,  in  England  and  Scotland 
at  the  present  time  the  municipal  franchise 
is  much  wider  than  the  same  franchise  is  here  ; 
somehow  or  another  we  invert  the  process. 
We  have  a  parliamentary  franchise  which  is 
very  much  wider  than  our  local  franchise,  and 
why  this  should  be  so  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 


stand. I  was  very  much  pleased  to  hear  the 
remarks  made  by  the  ho d curable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  Gity  (Mr.  Taylor).  I  thoroughly 
agree  with  all  he  said.  All  honourable  gentle- 
men who  have  travelled  at  all  must  recognise 
the  very  unsatisfactory' condition  of  the  large 
cities  in  this  colony.  Why,  Sir,  there  is  no 
progress  at  all.  Neither  in  Dunedin,  Ghrist- 
church, Auckland,  or  Wellington  can  be  found 
the  progress  there  would  be,  and  should  be, 
under  the  proposed  extended  municipal  fran- 
chise. Look  at  Wellington,  for  instance,  and 
I  appeal  to  the  honourable  members  for  the 
city.  I  suppose  the  tramway  system  here  is 
about  the  most  obsolete  in  the  world.  The 
tramways  remind  me  of  the  old  bogeys  or 
trucks  that  used  to  run  down  from  coal-mines. 
That  is  what  passengers  are  reminded  of 
when  riding  in  the  tramway- cars '  in  Wel- 
lington. Look  at  some  of  the  slums  here ! 
The  same  state  of  affairs  will  be  found  in 
the  large  centres  all  over  the  colony.  In  the 
cities  of  the  Old  Gountry,  what  do  we  find  ? 
We  tarn  to  Glasgow,  to  Birmingham,  and  a 
large  number  of  other  cities  which  I  could 
name,  and  we  find  that  there  they  have  a  wide 
municipal  franchise  under  which  even  lodgers 
have  votes,  and  that  they  have  extended  their 
municipal  operations  in  various  directions. 
The  citisens  of  Glasgow  about  twenty-five  years 
ago  got  a  Gity  Improvement  Act  passed  after 
considerable  trouble.  The  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  and  his  friends  would  have  opposed 
that  measure  tooth  and  nail.  It  cost  the  city 
a  large  amount  of  money  before  they  got  it 
through.  What  was  the  result?  They  wiped 
out  some  of  the  foulest  dens  and  slums  in 
Glasgow,  and  they  widened  the  streets,  infused 
light  into  the  dark  places,  erected  proper  work- 
men's homes,  and  to-day  these  improvements 
return  a  handsome  revenue  for  the  expendi- 
ture. It  is  the  same  with  gas-  and  water-supply 
And  to-day,  I  believe,  Glasgow  stands  in  the 
happy  position  of  being  nearly  free  from  local 
rates  in  consequence  of  the  judicious  expendi- 
ture that  has  taken  place  in  connection  with 
the  various  departments.  The  same  thing 
would  happen  in  these  cities  of  ours  if  we  had 
only  men  of  thought  and  progressive  ideas,  but 
We  have  only  got  capital  and  property  repre- 
sented here.  In  this  City  of  Wellington  there 
are  four  thousand  ratepayers,  who  dictate  to 
forty  thousand  inhibitants  how  they  shall  be 
governed,  and  how  the  various  public  services 
shall  be  controlled  and  directed.  I  ask,  Is  that 
right  ?  Should  not  the  same  right  be  conceded 
to  the  man  who  leases  a  property  and  is  paying 
his  rent,  and  doing  his  duty  as  a  citizen  and  a 
taxpayer,  as  is  given  to  the  owner  of  a  property. 
I  maintain  the  tenant  is  a  taxpayer,  whatever 
these  honourable  gentlemen  may  say  to  the  con- 
trary; yet  the  tenant  has  no  voice  when  it 
comes  to  the  electionof  a  Councillor  or  a  Mayor. 
I  repeat  that,  contrasted  with  the  population, 
the  number  of  burgesses  in  the  Gity  of  Wel- 
lington is  extremely  small.  Is  that  right? 
The  fact  is  that  the  working-man— the  ordinary 
citizen,  the  man  who  hires  a  houpe  and  is 
living  in  the    community — is  far  more,  iuter- 
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ested  in  the  lighting  and  sanitation  of  the  city, 
and  in  a  large  numhei  of  municipal  matters 
^at  afiect  himself,  his  wife,  and  his  family, 
than  the  property-holder  who  perhaps  lives  at 
Petone.  The  latter  says,  *'  I  own  a  quarter- 
acre  in  one  particular  part  of  this  city ;  X  have 
erected  two  or  three  houses  upon  it ;  I  draw  a 
certain  amount  of  rent  from  that  property ;  I 
live  down  at  Petone  ;  and  I  shall  vote  so  that  I 
may  he  ahle  to  increase  my  rents."  That  sort 
of  man  does  not  give  a  snap  of  the  fingers  for 
his  tenants  or  their  comfort.  Now,  the  proposer 
of  this  Bill  wishes  to  alter  these  things,  and 
I  shall  give  him  my  cordial  support.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  property- holder  pays  the 
rates.  He  does  so  in  a  certain  sense  ;  he  pays 
indirectly  I  admit.  But  who  furnishes  the 
necessary  funds  to  pay  those  rates?  Is  it 
not  the  tenant  ?  Take  away  the  population  ; 
take  away  these  people — those  to  whom  the 
honourable  gentleman  refuses  to  extend  the 
franchise — and  where  would  the  landlord  be  ? 
What,  Sir,  would  be  the  value  of  the  houses 
in  Wellington  to-day  if  there  was  no  popula- 
tion ?  What  would  be  the  valuation  ?  Nothing 
at  all.  It  is  population  which  gives  the  value ; 
and  why,  then,  refuse  to  give  the  people  the 
privilege  of  voting,  seeing  it  is  they  who  give 
the  monetary  value  to  property  ?  That  is  the 
point  which  I  wish  to  impress  on  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite.  A  stereotyped  cry 
is  always  used  when  the  extension  of  the 
franchise,  either  municipal  or  parliamentary, 
is  proposed.  At  once  tney  cry,  ^*  Property ! 
property  I  property  !  '*  We  do  not  want  pro- 
perty to  oe  represented  too  much.  We 
want  men  and  women  to  be  represented. 
I  consider  the  lives  and  comfort  of  the 
men  and  women  in  our  large  industrial  centres 
to  be  of  far  more  consequence  than  even  pro- 
perty. Let  me  say,  too,  that  I  have  observed 
oa«e8  where  property-owners  have  come  into  a 
district  in  the  early  days  and  bought  up  a  small 
block — say,  a  ten-acre  block — before  people  had 
come  there  to  settle.  And  when  people  gra- 
vitated there,  and  wanted  land,  these  owners 
made  the  leasehold  conditions  very  stringent, 
and  the  tenants  were  compelled  to  accept 
these  unfair  conditions  in  order  to  get  a  bit 
of  land.  The  conditions  were  to  this  effect : 
**  We  will  give  you  a  fifteen-years'  lease  on 
condition  that  at  the  end  of  the  term  all 
the  buildings  you  have  erected  on  that  piece  of 
land  shall  belong  to  us  without  valuation." 
That  has  been  done ;  in  f6M)t,  it  was  done  in  a 
district  which  I  know  very  well.  By-aud-by 
the  city  expands,  the  population  increases  in 
that  particular  district,  the  leases  expire,  the 
property  falls  into  the  property-owners'  hands  ; 
and  yet  you  would  find  that  same  gentleman, 
who  has  taken  advantage  of  the  conditions 
under  which  he  was  able  to  let  out  his  land, 
turning  round  and  saying  to  the  tenant — the 
man  who  leased  his  land  and  built  the  house — 
saying  to  him  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years  that 
he  has  no  right  to  vote.  That  is  just  the 
system  which  those  honourable  members  would 
like  to  perpetuate.  I  do  not  think  that  this 
House  now,  seeing  that  it  has  come  back  fresh 
Mr.  Morruon 


from  the  people,  is  prepared  to  perpetuate  that- 
system.  I  believe  honourable  members  will 
support  the  measure  introduced  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Avon.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  other  point  which  I  need  refer  to, 
unless  it  is  this  :  In  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  Harbour  Boards,  and  some  other 
local  bodies,  probably  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
people  in  the  community  have  no  voice  in  the 
election.  Why  should  that  be?  Are  these 
people  who  are  disfranchised  not  as  much  in- 
terested in  the  election  of  a  Harbour  Board  aa 
in  the  election  of  the  local  Borough  Council  ?  I 
say  they  are.  It  has  been  said  that  the  ware- 
houses are  only  interested.  Yes,  I  admit  they 
are  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  who  keep  the  ware- 
houses going  ?  Is  it  not  the  people  ?  No  man 
invests  his  money  in  a  particular  district  or  filla 
bis  warehouses  with  goods  without  seeing  that 
there  is  a  chance  of  getting  a  fair  return  for  his 
money.  Why  should  not  the  people  who  pro- 
vide the  money  that  enables  these  warehouses 
to  be  carried  on— who  are  furnishing  the  sinews 
of  war — why  should  not  they  be  allowed  a  voice 
in  the  management  of  the  local  Borough  Council 
or  Harbour  Board  ?  I  consider  our  present  sys- 
tem is  manifestly  unjust,  and  therefore  I  hope 
the  House  will  pass  this  measure.  I  will  cor- 
dially support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOLLAND.—The  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  has  put  his  case  very  well  before 
us,  but  still  I  see  many  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  using  the  electoral  roll  as  the  roll  for  the 
city,  municipal,  and  mayoral  elections.  If  the 
honourable  member  had  proposed  the  house- 
hold franchise  I  could  have  supported  the  Bill, 
but  I  cannot  possibly  support  the  measure  if 
you  are  to  take  the  electoral  roll  as  the  roll  for 
all  municipal  elections.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham  alluded  to  the  case  of  a  man 
having  property  in  a  city  and  residing  in  another 
district.  Let  me  mention  what  might  happen 
under  this  Bill:  The  Auckland  electoral  roll 
includes  a  portion  of  the  Newton  Borough,  and 
a  large  part  of  the  Arch  Hill  Road  District. 
What  right  have  the  people  living  in  the  Azch 
Hill  Boaid  District  or  the  Newton  Borough  to 
vote  for  the  election  of  Councillors  or  for  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Auckland  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.— They  would  not  have  that 
right.  The  honourable  member  has  not  read 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOLLAND.—- 1  quite  see  that  house- 
holders and  leaseholders  should  have  a  voioe 
in  the  election  of  Councillors  or  Mayor ;  but 
when  we  are  told  that  this  proposal  will  bring 
better  representatives  to  municipal  offices,  I 
say  it  will  not.  I  venture  to  say  that  not  one 
honourable  member  would  fight  a  position  on  a 
Borough  Council  with  a  large  electoral  roll. 
They  will  not  do  it.  There  is  nothing  in  it.  I 
have  had  experience  of  these  things  for  ten 
years,  and  I  say  we  cannot  in  Auckland  get 
representative  men  to  take  part  in  municipal 
affairs  ;  and  I  hold  that  if  they  had  to  fight  a 
large  electoral  roll  they  would  be  still  more 
disinclined  to  come  forward.  This  Bill  would 
involve  a  very  large  expense  to  the  boroughs  in 
having  to  prepare  new  rolls  every  year.    In 
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Auckland  six  Gounoillora  retire  every  year ;  in 
September  there  miut  be  an  election.  See 
what  a  large  expense  that  would  be  to  the 
city  every  year.  And  then,  two  months  after 
that,  there  is  the  election  for  Mayor.  That 
means  further  expense.  The  funds  of  the  city 
¥riU  be  wasted  in  electioneering.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Gaversham  has  told  us  the 
cities  are  not  making  the  progress  they  ought. 
I  may  here  mention  that  in  Auckland  we  can 
only  rate  up  to  28.  O^d.  in  the  pound.  Last  year 
we  were  anxious  to  get  that  clause  repealed  in 
our  Loan  Bill,  but  there  was  great  opposition 
to  it.  There  is  no  other  case  in  the  colony 
where  a  clause  of  that  kind  exists  in  the 
borough  Loan  Bill.  Is  it  possible  to  make  a 
city  progress  satisfactorily  with  such  a  limit  to 
the  rating- value  ?  That  rate  brings  in  £26,000 
a  year,  and  it  takes  £25,000  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  city  loans.  The  city  is  progressing  as 
well  as  it  possibly  can  do  under  the  circum- 
stances, but  there  should  not  be  the  rating- 
limit  I  have  alluded  to  if  the  city  is  to  pro- 
gress. I  cannot  support  this  measure  as  it 
stands.  If  the  honourable  member  would 
amend  it  so  that  the  municipal  franchise  might 
be  extended  to  householders  and  those  who  pay 
rates,  then  I  might  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.— It  appears  to  me 
that  the  blight  of  landlordism  is  ubiquitous. 
It  falls  on  the  just  and  the  unjust  ^ike. 
There  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  telling  the 
landlord  if  you  only  Usten  to  him  and  hear  him 
squeal.  Directly  his  tail  is  trodden  on  he 
begins  to  squeal.  The  landlord  reminds  me 
very  much  of  a  great  fat,  contented  hog,  lying 
basking  in  the  sun.  He  objects  to  being 
disturbed,  even  if  it  is  only  that  his  sty  may  be 
relittered.  He  is  trotted  out  on  this  occasion, 
and  the  old  stock  and  cant  arguments  have 
been  used  as  to  the  sacred  rights  of  property, 
vested  interests,  et  cetera.  The  whole  of  the 
arguments  we  have  listened  to  are  based  on  the 
faLBe  assumption  that  the  landlord  pays  the 
rates,  and  that  the  landlord  builds  his  houses 
for  purely  philanthropic  purposes.  He  does 
neither.  The  landlord  may  advance  the  rates — 
I  admit  he  does — but  he  does  by  no  means 
pay  them.  Even  admitting  an  exceptional 
case  of  where  a  property  remains  tenant- 
less  for  a  considerable  time,  one  honour- 
able member  asks.  Who  pays  his  rates  ?  I 
reply  by  asking  a  similar  question :  Who  pays 
a  businees-man's  losses  when  he  enters  into  an 
undertaking  which  is  unremunerative  ?  The 
man  who  deals  in  brick-and- mortar  goes  into  a 
purely  speculative  business,  precisely  as  the 
merchant  does.  His  object  is  not  one  whit 
more  philanthropic ;   his  object  is  simply  to 

^  Q  make  money.  An  honourable  mem-  . 
her  said  there  was  no  parallel  between  | 
the  condition  of  the  Gities  of  Glasgow  and  Wei-  | 
lington.  Well,  no;  we  are  somewhat  behind  , 
Glaegow  in  Wellington — I  admit  that;  but  the  I 
conditions  are  precisely  the  same,  and  the  | 
same  stock  arguments  that  are  now  used  by  I 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  and  sucn  ■ 
as  he,  were  urged  against  the  Gorporation  { 
of  Olasgow    taking    over    the   city  tram-ser-  ! 


vice.  But  the  city  tram -service  under  the 
conduct  of  the  Gorporation  has  succeeded* 
It  is  well  known  to  every  member  of  the 
House  who  takes  the  necessary  care  to  ac- 
quaint himself  with  the  movement  of  current 
events  that  whilst  the  Gity  of  Glasgow,  in 
connection  with  the  tram-service,  had  almost  to 
relay  the  permanent-way,  and  u>  almost  renew 
the  rolling-stock,  yet  they  shortened  the  hours 
of  labour  and  increased  the  wages,  and  at  the 
same  time  put  bigger  dividends  into  the  city 
coffers  than  had  ever  come  to  the  private  com- 
panies. Now,  then,  coming  to  the  Wellington 
City  trams.  They  were  born  in  iniquity,  and 
they  never  could  come  to  a  good  end.  They 
were  floated  by  the  usual  **  fat  man  "  process, 
of  taking  in  a  benighted  brother  by  the  issue 
of  £1  shares,  and  then  freezing  him  out.  I 
have  three  or  four  lots  of  that  description  of 
scrip,  and  I  keep  them  as  literary  curiosities 
to  remind  me  of  the  methods  of  the  *'fat  man.'* 
We  know  that  he  knows  how  to  plunder 
under  the  ngis  and  protection  of  the  law.  We 
are  getting  accustomed  to  his  methods,  and  we 
know  that,  though  he  reminds  us  that  he  pays 
this  charge  and  that,  and  that  he  is  such  » 
public  benefactor,  we  know  that  he  does  nothing 
of  the  sort.  That  he  may  make  advances  is 
true,  but  he  takes  care  to  have  interest  and 
compound  interest  added  on  to  the  rate,  and 
never  forgets  it.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Gity  (Mr.  Holland)  very  nearly  hit  the 
point  when  he  said  that  there  was  an  anomaly ; 
but  he  did  not  point  out  the  real  anomalv.  As 
was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce,  it  lies  in  the  fact  that  if  we  utilise  the 
electoral  rolls  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  the 
new  municipal  roll  they  will  overlap.  But  a 
very  simple  process  could  be  devised  to  get 
over  that  difficulty.  Let  the  present  burgess 
rolls  remain,  and  let  the  electors  of  the  city  or 
municipality  claim  to  be  added  to  the  municipal 
roll  simply  on  proof  that  they  are  already  on 
the  parliamentary  electoral  roll.  Then  the 
thing  would  be  done  with  no  injustice  to  any 
one.  But  if  there  were  a  hundred  and  fifty 
more  anomalies  in  the  Bill  than  there  are  at 
present,  it  is  no  argument  for  any  one  who  has 
any  real  friendship  or  interest  in  the  Bill  to- 
condemn  the  Bill  in  toto.  Let  them  point  out 
the  little  irregularities.  But  most  of  tne  objec- 
tions to  the  measure  are  the  cloud  of  the  cuttle- 
fish that  we  get  squirted  all  over  the  real  issue, 
which  is.  Are  men  and  women,  ie  flesh-and- 
blood,  to  be  given  a  vote,  or  are  bricks-and- 
mortar  ?  That  is  the  question.  The  mere  fact 
of  being  possessed  of  property  is  not  one  jot  in 
favour  of  giving  the  man  so  possessed  the  pre- 
ponderance of  intelligent  interest  over  his  fel- 
lows. Now,  here  is  ihe  other  stock  argument 
of  the  typical  landlord  :  **  Look  what  these  irre- 
sponsible people  would  do  if  they  were  only 
allowed  perfect  freedom  to  execute  their  own 
sweet  will  on  the  treasury  of  the  city.  Look," 
they  say,  *'at  the  works  they  would  go  into, 
look  at  the  loans  they  would  raise,  look  at 
the  contracts  they  would  vote  for  because  it 
was  going  to  provide  employment  for  a  lot  of 
loafers  about  the  place."     Yes,  loafers !    They 
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Are  just  as  much  loafers  as  that  titled  gentle- 
man of  whom  we  read  this  morning  in  the 
paper,  who  fell  heir  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Lords — 35,000  acres  and  half  a  million  of 
money — a  gentleman  named  Percival.  How- 
ever, that  was  a  matter  of  accident,  of  chance. 
But  this  is  a  stock  argument — that  they  would 
do  that.  Have  not  the  ratepaying  tenants  of 
the  City  of  Wellington  reason  to  know  that 
every  fresh  loan  means  an  increase  of  taxa- 
tion and  an  increase  of  rent  7  The  Hon.  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  told  us,  in  effect, 
that  he  deficR  this  House  to  impose  direct 
taxation  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  he  im- 
possible for  the  representatives  of  capital  to 
pass  on  to  the  unfortunate  consumer  and 
tenant  the  baby  to  mind.  Ah  t  but  there  are 
ways  and  means  whereby  that  can  be  over- 
•come.  State  socialism  will  cure  that  by  run- 
ning a  Government  opposition  show,  and  so 
beating  them  with  their  own  weapons.  That  is 
'how  to  overcome  the  desire — the  perhaps  not 
unnatural  desire — to  pass  the  baby  along.  But 
does  not  the  average  tenant  at  present  know 
that,  as  the  liabilities  of  the  municipalities  are 
increased,  so  also  does  his  share  of  taxation, 
through  his  rent,  increase  ?  Sir,  I  am  both  a 
tenant  and  a  ratepayer  in  the  City  of  Welling- 
ton ;  but  nevertheless,  and  always,  I  conceive 
«ny  tenant  right — my  citizen's  right  to  vote  and 
to  elect—as  infinitely  superior  to  that  which 
money  purchases  for  me.  Most  of  the  gentle- 
men in  this  House,  and  especially  those  on  the 
Opposition  benches,  have  the  highest  esteem 
and  respect  for  a  late  colleague  of  theirs,  who 
is  also  the  present  Mayor  of  Wellington ;  and  in 
answer  to  a  question  directly  put  to  him  by  me, 
**  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
municipal  franchise  to  the  extent  of  adult 
suffrage  ?  "  he  said,  '*  No,  not  quite  so  ;  but  I 
do  believe  in  the  right  of  a  tenant  to  vote." 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SYMES.— We  all  believe  in  that. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— Just  so;  but  does 
•not  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  wish 
to  make  it  as  difficult  as  possible  for  us  to  give 
effect  to  that  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  desires  ?  At 
-the  present  time  I  think  it  is  prudent  to  limit 
the  extension  of  the  municipal  right  to  the 
^householder's  vote,  and  to  amend  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  Bill  to  enable  the  bond  fide 
householding  resident,  on  the  score  that  he  is 
a  ratepaying  tenant,  to  exercise  the  franchise, 
until  such  time  as  the  enhanced  wisdom  of 
the  future  will  enable  men  to  easily  accede  the 
further  and  most  rational  request  that  every 
adult  person  shall  so  vote.  Sir,  I  shall  support 
-the  Bill. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— I  may  say  that  I  entirely 
sympathize  with  the  general  principle  of  the 
Bill.  But  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  introduced  the  Bill,  in  seeking  to  effect 
the  object  he  and  others  have  in  view,  is  going 
a  little  too  fast.  I  agree  with  the  principle 
that  the  permanent  tenant  should  also  be  upon 
rthe  buigess-roll  instead  of  the  property- owner. 
But  the  position  that  this  Bill  takes  up  is  that 
the  electoral  roll  shall  be  the  roll ;  and  I  say, 
Jdr,  J,  HtUeheton 


Sir,  that  that  not  only  gives  the  right  to  the 
tenant,  but  i(  goes  further,  and  gives  the  right 
to  those  who  may  not  be  tenants  at  all,  and 
to  those  who  may  pay  no  rates.  The  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  made  use  of  a  remark,  and  it 
has  been  repeated,  and  I  am  afraid  that  those 
gentlemen  do  not  follow  those  expressions  ap 
to  the  right  conclusion  —  the  question  has 
been  asked,  **Who  pays  the  rent,  and  who 
pays  the  rates  but  the  man  who  pays  the 
rent  ?  "  We  admit  that ;  but  who  pays  the  rent 
to  the  man  who  pays  the  rates?  Where  does 
the  man  who  pays  the  rent,  in  which  the  rates 
are  included,  obtain  the  money  that  he  pays 
this  rent  with  ?  Sir,  they  forget  this  position  : 
that  in  one  case  the  man  who  works  pays  the 
rent  from  the  result  of  his  labour  ;  in  the  other 
case,  the  capitalist,  who  has  built  his  houses  or 
warehouse,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  with  his 
capital,  has  simply  made  a  particular  use  of 
stored  labour — because  that  is  what  capital  is  ; 
and  the  position  by  the  Bill  is  that  active  laboor 
should  have  all  the  representation,  and  that 
stored  labour  is  to  have  no  representation  at 
all.  That  is  unfair.  The  true  principle  to  go 
on  which  should  influence  representation  of  this 
kind  is  that  both  active  and  concrete  labour 
in  the  form  of  capital,  either  in  the  form  of 
buildings  or  land,  should  have  representation, 
inasmuch  as  you  are  making,  not  active  labour, 
but  these  houses  or  property  pay  the  rates  for 
the  improvement  of  the  city.  So  far  as  the  Bill 
is  concerned,  I  shaJl  support  it  on  its  second 
reading  to  affirm  the  principle  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  franchise ;  but  to  say  that  the 
municipal  franchise  shall  be  equal  to  the  elec- 
toral would  be  an  injustice  to  labour  itself — 
not  to  the  capitalist,  but  to  the  labourer,  because 
it  would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  labour  in  a 
concrete  form,  and  if  you  injure  labour  in  any 
form  the  result  must  in  a  very  short  time  react 
upon  active  labour;  and  I  think  that  every 
honourable  member  who  is  prepared  to  give 
fair  thought  to  a  question  of  this  kind  must  see 
this  is  a  fair  application  of  the  argument.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor)  said  he  would  support  this  Bill  because 
of  a  certain  reason.  What  was  the  reason? 
Because  it  would  revolutionise  society.  There 
is  a  reason  for  supporting  a  Bill!  Why,  in 
order  that  any  measure  shall  have  a  beneficial 
effect  on  the  whole  community  it  should  be 
such  a  measure  as  would  not  produce 
revolution,  but  as  would  bring  in  improve- 
ment to  the  benefit  of  mankind  without 
revolution.  Are  not  those  the  lines  on  which 
politicians  should  go  ?  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  said  he  believed  the 
brick- and-mortar  man  could  be  known  by  what 
he  says  :  it  is  just  as  easy  to  know  a  man  who 
is  not  a  briok-and -mortar  man  from  what  he 
says.  All  these  things  have  an  influence  on 
one  another.  Property  in  this  form — in  the 
form  of  business  premises  or  warehouses — 
under  municipal  government  has  a  perfect  right 
to  fair  representation,  not  to  be  represented 
altogether  as  it  is  at  present.  I  condemn  the 
present  municipal  franchise  as  it  exists  in  New 
Zealand:  I  think  it  should  be  enlarged,  and 
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that  the  aaola  of  five  votes  is  altogether  too 
much,  and  an  altogether  nnreasonahle  one, 
and  in  this  respect  the  tenant  has  no  fair- play. 
The  tenant  for  a  period  —  say,  six  months — 
Ja  entitled  to  be  on  the  electoral  roll  in 
Older  to  have  some  **  say  "  in  municipal  mat- 
ters. It  is  the  business  of  the  property- 
owner  to  make  his  property  pay.  Some 
honourable  gentlemen  seem  to  think  it  a 
fault  in  a  capitalist  that  he  tries  to  make 
money  out  of  the  capital  he  has  already  got, 
and  they  say  none  of  these  gentlemen  come 
out  as  philanthropists  and  spend  money  out 
of  pure  philantHropy.  Well,  no  one  expeots 
they  will  do  so.  Keither  do  we  find  labour 
going  in  strong  for  philanthropy:  labour  re- 
quires to  be  paid,  and  to  be  justly  pcud. 
Ferhaps  m  former  times  it  has  not  received 
its  fair  proportion.  At  the  same  time,  when 
aotive  labour  receives  its  fair  proportion,  it  is 
just  as  fair  and  reasonable  that  labour  in  the 
form  of  capital  should  have  its  representa- 
tion and  receive  its  fair  proportion.  This  is 
the  only  fair  conclusion  that  can  be  come 
to,  because  there  are  circumstances  under 
which  aotive  labour  suffers  nothing,  while 
property -owners  vei^  often  suffer.  In  the 
oaee  of  depression  in  towns  properties  very 
often  remain  idle  for  some  time ;  then,  we  are 
told,  they  only  pay  half-rates.  But  why  should 
house-property  suffer  this  injustice,  seeing  there 
is  no  income  from  it,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
the  owner  to  recover  this  lost  ground?  But 
these  gentlemen  would  let  them  off  with  half 
the  rates,  simply  because  they  have  not  been 
occupied.  Here  is  a  case  in  which  concrete 
capital  has  been  lying  idle,  and  yet  you  make 
it  pay.  There  is  an  injustice  in  that.  So  far 
as  the  Bill  is  concerned,  the  intention  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  it 
is  very  good  ;  but  I  think,  if  he  gave  the  ques- 
tion a  little  more  thought  he  will  be  prepared 
to  allow  concrete  labour  to  be  represented  in 
the  form  of  capital,  as  well  as  active  labour — 
because,  after  all,  it  is  only  a  question  of  two 
kinds  of  labour.  The  capitalist  tries  to  increase 
his  capital,  and  the  labourer  tries  to  increase 
his  capital  by  his  labour,  and  the  capi- 
talist who  has  stored  labour  tries  to  do  the 
same  thing.  The  whole  theory  is  based  on  this 
principle ;  and  if  we  introduce  such  a  vicious 
principle  as  representation  without  taxation 
we  are  verging  on  a  dangerous  principle.  The 
working-man  who  considers  this  quesiion  does 
not  ask  that  any  injustice  should  be  done  to 
the  capitalist,  but  that  a  fair  and  reasonable 
representation  should  be  allowed  to  capital  and 
to  labour;  and  I  think  it  is  only  reasonable 
that  a  tenant  should  be  on  the  municipal 
franchise.  I  think  it  is  quite  right  that  the 
municipal  franchise  should  be  enlarged,  but 
not  to  the  extent  the  honourable  gentleman 
suggests  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  CABSON.— Sir,  a  great  deal  of  the 
atgument  this  afternoon  has  been  to  the  effect 
that  the  municipal  franchise  should  be  ex- 
tended— if  not  so  far  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  introduced  this  Bill  desires,  at  least  to 
the  extent  of  giving  tenants,  occupiers,  house- 


holders, a  vote.  This  appears  to  be  the  burden 
of  the  argument  of  the  last  speaker  and  of 
many  members  who  preceded  him.  It  seems 
to  have  been  forgotten  that  occupiers  have  a 
vote  now.  Under  the  legislation  at  present 
in  force  provision  is  made  for  occupiers  of  a 
six  months'  tenancy  being  placed  on  the  muni- 
cipal roll ;  and,  further,  that,  by  arrangement^ 
with  the  owner,  an  occupant  with  a  three 
months'  tenancy  can  also  have  a  vote.  In 
the  Rating  Act  of  1894  you  will  find  that 
"occupier"  means  "the  person  by  whom  or 
on  whose  behalf  any  rateable  property  is 
actually  occupied,  if  such  person  is  in  occupa- 
tion by  virtue  of  a  tenancy  which  was  for  not 
less  than  six  months  certain. "  But  the  Act  goea 
even  further  than  this,  and  makes  provision 
for  tenants  of  three  months'  standing  having 
their  names  placed  on  the  roll.  Section  li 
says,— 

"  When  any  property  is  let  for  a  term  ot  less 
than  three  months,  the  owner  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  the  occupier,  and  shall  be  primarily 
liable  for  the  rates,  and  his  name  shall  be 
entered  in  the  column  of  occupiers  in  the 
valuation  list." 

But  the  clause  goes  on  further  to  say  that, — 

"Any  tenant  for  a  term  of  not  less  than 
three  months  may,  at  any  time  during  the 
period  in  which  the  valuation-list  of  a  borough 
is  open  for  public  inspection,  and  on  or  before 
the  last  day  appointed  for  making  objections 
thereto,  apply  to  the  Oouncil  of  such  borough 
to  have  his  name  substituted  for  that  of  his 
landlord  in  the  valuation-list  as  the  occupier  of 
the  property ;  and,  if  he  shall  at  the  same  time 
deliver  to  the  Council  the  written  consent  of 
the  landlord  to  such  substitution  of  names, 
then  the  name  of  the  tenant  shall  be  inserted 
in  the  valuation-list,  and  the  tenant  in  such 
case  shall  be  primarily  liable  for  the  rates." 

So  there  is  provision,  at  any  rate,  that  an 
occupier  or  householder,  if  he  is  sufficiently 
interested,  can  have  his  name  put  on  the  valua- 
tion-list. I  quite  agree  with  the  contention 
that  the  occupier  should  have  a  vote.  I  quite 
agree,  also,  that  it  is  the  householder  who  pays 
the  rates.  It  is  a  pure  matter  of  arrangement 
with  the  landlord  ;  the  amount  of  the  rent  en- 
tirely depends  upon  whether  the  landlord  or  the 
tenant  pays  the  rates.  I  am  not  prepared  at 
present,  whatever  I  may  be  in  the  future,  for 
such  a  revolutionary  measure  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  proposes — to  extend  the  power 
of  voting  to  all  the  persons  on  the  electoral  roll. 
I  do  not  see  why  each  head  of  a  household 
should  not  have  a  vote — that  is,  both  the  wife 
and  the  husband  ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  see 
the  franchise  extended  to  every  member  of  the 
household.  Sir,  the  whole  object  of  the  pro- 
posed extension  of  the  franchise,  as  I  gather 
from  the  argument  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  and  others, 
is  that  it  would  enable  boroughs  to  plunge  more 
heavily  into  debt.  That  is  the  whole  object  of 
the  proposed  extension.  We  are  told  that  it 
would  enable  them  to  go  in  for  public  works, 
for  tramways,  for  gasworks,  and  all  kinds  of 
public  works — that  it  would  enable  boroughs 
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to  borrow  money,  or  ratber,  enable  people  to 
put  pressure  upon  them  to  do  so.  Now,  Sir,  the 
control  that  is  kept  upon  manicipalities  to  pre- 
vent them  plunging  too  far  into  debt  is  the 
control  exercised  by  the  small  ratepayers,  and 
not  by  the  large  ratepayers.  At  least,  that  is 
•my  experience  of  twenty  years  in  connection 
with  municipal  matters.  It  is  the  small  people 
who  are  most  afraid  of  the  rates  being  in- 
•creased,  and  who  keep  the  strongest  check 
upon  the  enlargement  of  the  debt.  Here  is  a 
peculiar  thing  which  happened  in  connection 
with  the  borough  with  which  I  am  connected. 
A  few  years  ago  the  wards  were  wiped  out,  and 
«be  borough  was  made  one  and  indivisible, 
which  meant,  of  course,  that  the  larger  rate- 
payers were  enabled  to  exercise  a  largely  con- 
trolling influence  in  the  election  of  Oouncillors. 
You  will  say  that  was  a  very  bad  thing  ;  practi- 
cally it  has  turned  out  the  very  best  thing  that 
«ver  happened  to  the  borough,  because  it  has 
resulted  in  large-minded  public-spirited  men  be- 
ing elected  to  manage  the  borough  affairs  for 
some  years  past.  There  are  men  there  who  have 
been  elected  and  re-elected  to  the  Council  for 
years,  aod,  1  think,  at  the  present  time  there 
are  three  or  four  ex- Mayors  who  are  members 
of  the  Council.  During  that  time  we  have  had 
public  works  carried  on  with  vigour,  our  drain- 
age and  water -works  largely  extended,  and 
public  baths  and  other  important  enterprises 
-esnablished.  I  do  not  think  we  would  have 
been  so  likely  to  have  had  the  same  progress 
if  we  had  had  the  extended  franchise  that 
is  now  proposed.  With  regard  to  the  cumu- 
lative Tote,  I  think  it  goes  too  far — I  think  five 
"votes  are  too  many  for  any  man  to  enjoy,  what- 
ever the  value  of  his  property  may  be ;  but  I 
am  not  quite  prepared  to  bring  him  down  to 
the  level  of  the  man  who  has  nothing,  and 
cares  nothing  for  the  community  in  which  he 
dwells.  I  think  that  a  man  who  by  his  indus- 
try, extended  perhaps  over  a  large  number  of 
years,  has  accumulated  property,  has  a  clear 
and  distinct  interest  in  that  place,  and  will 
guard  its  interests  more  than  the  man  who  is 
here  to-day  and  away  to-morrow,  and  to  whom 
it  does  not  matter  what  is  done  in  the  matter 
of  rates.  It  seems  to  me  that  by  our  existing 
legislation  the  right  to  vote  is  extended  much 
further  than  a  great  many  honourable  members 
who  have  spoken  seem  to  realise. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  am  only  going  to  de- 
tain  the  House  for  two  or  three  minutes,  be- 
cause this  matter  is  not  going  to  a  vote,  and 
this  is  a  question  upon  which  a  large  number 
of  members  wish  to  express  an  opinion.  I 
wish  to  say  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think 
the  present  position  is  satisfactory ;  but  I  am 
not  prepared  on  that  account  to  support  a  Bill 
like  this  one,  which  I  think  is  dealing  with  the 
question  in  a  fragmentary  manner,  which  is 
brought  forward  by  arguments  with  which  I  do 
not  at  all  agree,  and  which  I  think  proceeds 
on  an  unfair  view  of  the  case.  It  seems  to 
me  a  very  sad  thing  that  we  are  approaching 
this  question  of  local  government  piecemeal, 
and  that  we  are  not  attempting  to  deal 
with  it  on  broad  principles.  Sir,  the  broad 
Mr.  Carson 


principle  which  I  think  should  guide  in  this 
question  of  municipal  franchise  is  one  that 
guides  the  whole  course  of  good  government, 
whether  in  municipalities,  or  Road  Boards, 
or  counties,  and,  indeed,  obtains  in  the 
larger  question  of  the  franchise  which 
governs  elections  to  this  House.  The  great 
principle  which  guides  all  good  government  is 
the  maintenance  of  proper  relations  between 
the  taxpayer  and  the  governing  bodies  in  the 
different  forms  of  government — the  mainten- 
ance of  a  close  connection  between  the  power 
of  taxing  and  the  obligation  of  paying  rates 
and  taxes.  Sir,  I  came  recently  upon  a  pas- 
sage the  words  of  which  I  think  are  so  well  pat, 
that  I  venture  to  put  them  before  the  House  as 
expressing  my  own  view  of  the  case  better  than 
I  can  express  it  myself.    The  words  are  these : — 

**  The  first  and  most  vital  rule  of  all  good 
government  is  that  those  who  vote  taxes 
should  contribute  to  some  appreciable  extent 
in  paying  them ;  that  those  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  of  affairs  should 
themselves  suffer  from  maladministration.  This 
cardinal  rule  is,  if  possible,  even  more  appli- 
cable to  local  than  to  Imperial  government. 
Imperial  government  is  largely  concerned  with 
wide  political  issues.  Local  government  is 
specially  and  beyond  all  things  a  machine  for 
raising  and  employing  money.  In  every  soond 
company  the  directors  must  qualify  for  their 
post  by  being  large  shareholders,  and  the 
shareholders  who  have  the  largest  interest  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes.  This  is  the  first 
and  most  obvious  rule  for  obtaining  an  honest 
and  frugal  administration  of  money ;  and  the 
success  and  purity  of  English  local  govern- 
ment  have  been  largely  due  to  the  steadiness 
with  which  the  great  statesmen  who  followed 
the  Reform  Bill  of  1832  acted  upon  it.'* 

Mr.  KELLY.— Who  is  that  by? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— It  is  by  Lecky,  in  his 
"  Democracy  and  Liberty,'*  Volume  i.,  page 
250.  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  say 
that  the  municipal  franchise  should  remain 
as  it  is  —  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would 
set  my  face  aaainst  an  extension  of  the 
franchise  ;  but  the  extension  of  the  franchise, 
to  my  mind,  must  go  on  simultaneously  with 
the  extension  of  taxation ;  that  those  to  whom 
you  extend  it  must  have  a  direct  pecuniary 
interest  in  good  and  economical  government, 
and  in  a  proper  distribution  of  the  foncU 
which  are  raised  under  those  whom  they  pat 
in  power.  And,  Sir,  I  think,  speaking  as  an 
old  provincialist,  I  see  the  day  coming  when 
much  larger  functions  are  to  be  given  to 
these  municipalities:  and  with  these  larger 
functions  you  must  have  an  extension  of  the 
franchise,  and  you  must  have  an  extension 
also,  as  I  have  said,  of  taxation,  whioh  will 
give  them  an  interest  in  good  administration. 
There  are  other  things  to  tax  besides  land  and 
houses,  and  all  the  people  who  contribute  to 
taxation  no  doubt  have  a  right  to  a  voice  in 
that  taxation.  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  with 
those  who  say  it  should  be  an  equal  voioe.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  agree  with  the  member 
who  introduces  this  Bill  that  there  should  be 
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4b  uniform  vote  thronghoat.  I  think,  in  aooord- 
4noe  with  the  paragraphs  I  have  read,  that 
those  who  vote  taxes  shonld  contribute  to  some 
appreoiable  extent  in  paying  them ;  and,  as 
was  said,  if  I  understood  him  rightly,  by  the 
honourable  member  opposite  in  his  very  inter- 
•esting  speech,  you  must  apportion  the  power 
of  voting  in  fair  proportions  between  labour  and 
accumulated  labour — that  is,  capital.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  do  away  with  plural  voting,  how- 
ever inclined  I  may  be  to  increase  the  franchise, 
together  with  increased  responsibility  and  in- 
creased taxation,  as  different  functions  are 
extended  to  these  municipalities.  Sir,  I  am 
not  going  to  detain  the  House  now.  This  is  too 
large  a  question  to  be  brought  forward  in  this 
fragmentary  way,  and  a  question,  I  am  sorry, 
for  my  own  part,  to  see  dealt  with  as  a  question 
of  Liberalism  and  Toryism.  It  is  a  question  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  mixed  up  with  socialistic 
fads,  as  I  may  call  them.  I  am  not  a  Socialist ; 
I  am  a  Liberal.  I  wish  to  see  this  question 
•dealt  with  on  broad  lines,  and  in  connection 
with  what  this  country  wants — reaf  local  go- 
vernment. To  that  it  must  revert.  It  must  go 
back  to  what  it  lost  when  the  abolition  of  the 
provinces  was  brought  about.  It  is  a  broad 
system  of  local  government  wbich  is  the  key  of 
•all  good  administration,  and  lies  at  the  root  of 
all  popular  liberty. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  I  so 
largely  agree  with  the  views  of  the  speaker 
who  has  just  sat  down  that  I  had  already  pre- 
pared an  amendment  to  the  second  reading  that 
would  have  carried  them  out.  I  do  not  mean  an 
amendment  necessarily  opposing  what  may  be 
called  the  principle  of  the  ^ill,  but  one  of  quite 
a  different  character.  I  know  the  honourable 
rgentleman  who  has  introduced  the  measure, 
displays  a  great  deal  of  though tfulness  in  all 
his  work  in  this  House,  and  brings  a  great  deal 
of  intelligence  and  of  reading  to  bear  on 
the  questions  he  discusses.  I  recognise  that 
thoroughly;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  to 
some  extent  thrown  off  his  judgment  on 
this  particular  measure,  and  has  been  led 
astray  by  an  idea— I  think  a  false  one — that 
this  is  in  some  way  a  very  radical  Bill,  and  a 
popular  one  in  all  the  metropolitan  centres  of 
the  colony.  Some  honourable  members  have 
talked  in  a  rambling  way  about  Toryism  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  and  they  have 
hinted  or  else  plainly  said  that  those  who  are 
opposed  to  the  Bill  are  doing  so  out  of  Conser- 
vative instincts.  Now,  that,  at  least,  cannot 
be  urged  against  me,  because  I  was  one  of 
those  who  supported  the  principle  of  manhood 
suffrage  and  the  "  one  man  one  vote."  There  are 
members  in  this  House  now  who  are  well  aware 
of  that  fact— that  I  supported  it  strenuously; 
while  some  of  those  honourable  members  on 
the  Government  benches  who  parade  their 
ndioalism,  their  liberalism,  their  socialism, 
And  what  not,  opposed  it.  I  supported  it, 
•Sir,  for  very  intelligible  reasons.  It  was  not 
that  I  altogether  believed  that  every  person 
in  the  colony  should  have  one  vote  and  one 
vote  only;   but  I  did  recognise,  and  do  still 


recognise,  that  property  is  no  test  of  in- 
telligence whatever,  and  if  there  was  to  be 
any  differentiation  in  the  power  of  voting  it 
should  be  in  some  way  arrived  at  on  the  score 
of  intelligence — that  is,  of  the  capacity  to  nse 
a  vote.  We  cannot  do  that.  There  is  no  way 
that  we  know  of  doing  it.  And,  as  I  could  not 
possibly  agree  that  the  possession  of  property 
was  a  test  of  intelligence,  I  was  an  advocate  of 
the  "  one  man  one  vote."  I  felt  also  that  the 
general  government  of  the  colony  was  a  very 
different  thing  from  the  municipal  govern- 
ment. The  Qovemment  of  this  colony  have 
got  all  the  functions  of  legislation,  in  which 
every  one  is  equally  interested.  They  have  to 
see  that  the  colony  is  protected  against  a 
foreigp[i  enemy.  They  have  to  see  that  Courts 
are  established  in  our  midst,  and  that  jus- 
tice is  dealt  out  with  a  fair  and  even  hand 
to  all ;  all  are  alike  interested  in  that. 
They  have  to  perform  all  sorts  of  legislative 
functions  connected  with  the  general  well- 
being.  But  the  function  of  the  municipeJ 
franchise  is  extremely  limited.  To  put  &6 
matter  broadly,  it  consists  in  gathering  money 
from  a  particular  locality,  and  distributing  it 
to  the  best  advantage  of  that  locality.  Now, 
there  is  this  important  point  which  I  should 
like  to  place  clearly  before  those  honourable 
members  who  support  the  Bill :  If  it  becomes 
law,  it  may  follow  that  there  will  be  one  set  of 
men  who  provide  the  municipal  money,  and 
another  set  who  spend  it.  That  is  what  will 
be  the  result  of  this  Bill  should  it  pass  in  its 
present  form.  Now,  one  of  the  very  corner- 
stones of  Liberalism  consists  in  the  protection 
of  the  public  purse,  in  the  protection  of  the 
taxpayer.  I  repeat  that  that  is  one  of  the 
very  corner-stones  of  Liberalism,  and  I  believe 
it  to  be  a  radical  mistake  to  suppose  that  this 
is  a  Liberal  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Who  is  the  taxpayer  of  the 
colony  ?  • 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  speaking 
of  the  ratepayer.  I  used  the  term  "  taxpayer  *'  as 
synonymous.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
interrupted  me  no  doubt  intends  to  draw  my 
attention  to  the  fact  that  other  funds  contri- 
bute to  make  up  the  purse  of  the  municipali- 
ties besides  the  rates ;  and  that  to  some  extent 
is  true.  Like  my  honourable  friend  who  sat 
down  a  few  minutes  ago,  I  am  not  at  all  prepared 
to  say  there  should  not  be  some  rearrangement 
of  the  municipal  franchise.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that,  inasmuch  as  public  money  goes  in 
a  certain  degree  towards  the  funds  of  the  local 
bodies,  every  one  permanently  residing  within 
a  borough  should  have  some  share  in  the 
control  of  its  local  affairs.  But  that  is  a 
very  different  thing  from  giving  every  one  one 
vote,  and  one  only,  without  regard  to  their 
contribution  or  whether  they  contribute  at  all. 
I  believe  it  would  be  highly  improper,  and 
would  lead  to  very  mischievous  results,  if 
every  one  had  only  one  vote,  since  it  might 
easily  lead  to  the  condition  of  things  to  which 
I  have  already  alluded — that  one  set  of  per- 
sons would  be  providing  money,  and  another 
set  spending  it. 
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An  Hon.  Msmbbb.— That  is  the  case  now. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  is  not 
tiie  case  now.  The  persons  who  contribute 
the  money,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  regulate  the 
spending  of  it.  There  is  another  objection  to 
the  Bill.  I  think  every  one  will  agree  with  me 
that — as  was  said  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Biocarton — it  is  an  extraordinary  and  rather 
contemptuous  way  to  bring  in  a  reform  of  local 
government  by  a  mere  fragmentary  measure 
like  this,  dealing  with  one  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  in  a  very  crude  fashion  indeed. 
I  suspect.  Sir,  that  to  pass  a  Bill  like  this 
would  tend  to  give  the  Government  an  excuse 
for  not  dealing  with  the  general  question 
of  local  government.  I  confess,  too.  Sir,  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  there  is  any  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  a  good  many  of 
those  who  have  spoken,  and  even  strenuously, 
on  behalf  of  the  Bill  this  afternoon  to  pass  it 
into  law.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  move  an  amendment,  not  by  any 
means  with  a  view  of  passing  any  indignity 
upon  the  Bill,  but  of  giving  the  House  further 
time  for  consideration  and  for  seeing  that  a 
more  comprehensive  measure  may  be  brought 
in,  and  by  the  Government — whose  duty  it 
clearly  is  to  do  so  if  they  are  in  earnest 
about  the  principle.  Sir,  I  move,  That  ail 
the  words  after  the  word  "  That "  be 
omitted,  in  order  to  insert  the  words  **  it  is 
inexpedient  to  pass  the  Municipal  Franchise 
Enlargement  Bill  until  the  House  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  entire  question 
of  local  government."  I  think,  Sir,  that  is  an 
amendment  which  ought  to  commend  itself  to 
the  House  at  the  present  time  ;  and  when  the 
Local  Government  Bill,  which  it  is  understood 
the  Government  are  anxious  to  introduce,  is 
before  us,  the  whole  question  of  municipal 
franchise  can  then  be  considered. 

Mr.  MOORE. — I  may  say  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  amendment  moved  by  the  senior 
member  for  Dunedin  City.*  Had  it  been  pos- 
sible that  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  could 
have  gone  to  a  vote,  probably  I  might  have 
been  prepared  to  wait  and  give  my  vote  upon 
the  seoood  reading ;  but  there  is  no  posKibility, 
I  presume,  of  taking  a  vote  on  the  second  read- 
ing before  half- past  five.  The  honourable 
member,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  said  that  the  objections  would  in  all  pro- 
bability come  from  those  who  had  not  read  the 
Bill.  Certainly  objections  in  that  way  have 
not  come  from  this  side  of  the  House,  because, 
from  the  intelligent  speeches  made,  the  honour- 
able member  must  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  members  have  read  the  Bill. 
Then  he  went  on  to  say  that  the  usual  bogey 
would  be  set  up,  and  that  we  would  be  placing 
ia  the  hands  of  those  who  did  not  contribute 
towards  the  taxation  the  power  of  placing 
additional  taxation  on  property  held  by  others. 
But,  Sir,  if  this  Bill  will  extend  the  franchise 
and  powers  so  far  as  the  Mayors  and  Coun- 
cillors are  concerned,  it  will  also  give  the  power 
to  those  who  do  not  pay  the  taxes.  Under  our 
existing  municipal  law  we  know.  Sir,  that  the 
Councils  have  the  right  of  imposing  rates,  of  | 


increasing  our  rates,  and  have  the  power  of 
carrying  out  large  works  in  connection  witik 
their  boroughs.     By  this  means  they  consider- 
ably overdraw  their  account  at  their  banker's,, 
and  then  they  have  to  arrange  for  a  large  loan 
in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  put  right; 
so  that,  in  this  direction,  there  is  no  doubt 
that,  by  extending  the  franchise,  we  are  con- 
ferring it  upon  those  who  do  not  pay  the  taxes, 
and  imposing  burdens  upon  those  who  have  to 
do  so.    I  would  point  out  to  the  honourable- 
member  this  fact:  that  every  additioniU  rate 
struck,  every  additional  liability  upon  the  local 
authorities,  is  looked  on  as  a  first  mortgage 
upon  property,  for  whatever  liability  the  owner 
may  incur  by  way  of  mortgage  the  rates  come 
as  a  first  charge.   Therefore,  if  jou  are  going  tO' 
extend  the  franchise,  and  place  the  franchise 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  do  not  pay  rates,  yon 
are  giving  these  people  the  power  to  place  a 
first  mortgage  upon  a  property  which  belongs 
to  other  people.    It  has  been  stated  that  surely 
we  may  intrust  those  people  who  have  the 
power  of  voting  for  members  of  this  House 
with  the  same  power  so  far  as  our  local  bodiea 
are  concerned.    But,  Sir,  I  will  point  out  that 
we  have  powers  in  this  House  which  no  local 
authorities  have     We  have  here  to  pass  laws- 
dealing  with  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  sub- . 
ject,  with  general  taxation,  and  with  the  fiscal- 
pNolicy  of  the  country,  while  the  local  autho- 
rities have  more  to  do  with  carrying  out  the 
local  works   within    their    boundaries.    They 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  railways^ 
and   the  passing  of  laws  to  protect  life  and 
property,  and  certainly  they  have  nothing  to 
do  with  our  relations  with  foreign  countries. 
Therefore  I  do  not  see  that  we  have  a  right- 
to  use  the  argument  that,  as  every  elector  ia 
qualified  to  vote  for  a  member  of  the  House, 
he  should  also  have  the  privilege  of  voting  for 
members    of  local  bodies.    The    Premier,    in 
speaking  to  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said 
we  must  take  into  consideration  the  unearned 
increment  in  refelrence  to  property.    I  do  not 
know  whether  that  was  a  note  of  warning  to 
property- holders,  and   whether  by  extending 
the  franchise  in  the  direction  indicated  perhaps 
it  would  be  giving  them  the  power  to  use  t£e 
unearned  increment,  if  there  is  any,  in  con- 
nection with  local  works  to  its  fullest  extent  or 
not ;  but  I  think.  Sir,  that  we  have  no  right 
to  tell  property-owners  the  whole  of  the  un- 
earned increment  in  reference  to  their    pro- 
perty should  be  spent  as  far  as  possible  on 
local     works.     The   honourable    member    for 
the  Thames  said  that,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  was  quite  prepared  to  extend  the 
power  of  voting  to  the  ratepayers,  or  those 
tenants  who  were  paying  rates.     Well,  Sir,  we 
have  the  power  to  that  extent  at  the  present 
time.      Any   tenant  who    has  a  six  months'' 
tenancy  and  pays  the  rates  has  the  privilege  of 
being  placed  on  the  electoral  roll.    It  makes  a- 
considerable  difference,  Sir,  if  you  extend  the 
power  which  is  given  under  our  electoral  law 
or  franchise  in  connection  with  this  matter; 
but  if  it  is  only  a  question  of  extending  the 
franchise  to  those  who  pay  rates  there  will  be- 
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J  little  diffionlty  about  others  who  would  be 
entifeled  to  get  on  to  the  ratepayers'  roll  under 
oar  existing  law.  Under  the  Aot,  Sir,  in  any 
eity  or  town,  it  the  tenant  who  is  in  oocupation 
does  not  pay  the  rates,  we  know  very  well  that 
his  liability  ialls  bcbok  upon  the  property- 
owner;  therefore  under  the  present  Act  the 
property-owner  has  to  pay  the  rates.  The  law 
at   present    is    that    if    the  tenant  does  not 

Efty  his  rates  the  property- owner  oan  be  held 
able  for  those  rates ;  therefore  it  dearly  shows 
that  the  intention  of  the  Act  at  present  is  that 
the  property  should  be  liable,  and  not  the  indi- 
vidual, 80  far  as  the  rates  are  oonoerned  for  our 
local  bodies.  The  junior  member  for  Ghrist- 
churoh  City  stated  that  the  reason  our  rates 
were  so  high  was  that,  through  the  altered 
franchise,  property-owners  have  favoured  the 
monopolists — those  who  would  start  companies 
to  ran  oar  tramways  and  gasworks,  and  so 
forth.  But,  Sir,  if  this  Bill  is  only  to  apply  to 
the  election  of  Mayors  and  Councillors  the  Bill 
itself  would  not  be  a  remedy  for  this  evil.  I 
understand  from  the  Bill  that  it  is  really  to 
apply  only  to  the  election  of  those  who  have 
the  oontrol  of  the  borough  works :  that  the 
question  of  loans,  or  anything  in  the  shape 
of  gasworks,  or  anything  of  that  description, 
it  will  not  apply  to,  but  that  we  shall 
still  revert  to  the  present  system  of  voting  by 
ratepayers,  and  that  they  only  will  have  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  the  raising  of  a  loan  for 
works  of  this  description.  We  know  very  well 
that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  impossibility  to 
carry  on  large  works  without  it  was  done  by 
way  of  loan,  so  that  the  honourable  gentleman's 
contention  falls  entirely  to  the  ground  when 
he  takes  into  consideration  the  real  position  of 
aSain  that  this  Bill  is  to  give  efieot  to.  My 
sympathies  are  entirely  with  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City.  I  think,  myself,  that  the  matter  is  of  so 
moch  importance  that  the  Grovemment  ought 
to  being  down  a  comprehensive  measure  to 
dei^  with  the  whole  question  of  local  govern- 
ment. A  year  or  two  ago  the  Government 
broaght  down  a  measure,  but  for  some  reason 
best  known  to  themselves  they  have  apparently 
entirely  dropped  it.  Now  they  allow  this  sort 
of  legislation  to  be  brought  in  by  a  private 
member,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  if  they  are 
going  to  carry  out  legislation  for  local  govern- 
ment in  this  way  we  shall  never  have  any- 
thing that  will  be  satisfactory.  It  would  be 
very  much  better  for  the  Government  to  tckke 
the  matter  in  hand  and  bring  down  a  Local 
Government  Bill  that  will  deal  with  local 
government  generally.  The  question  of  hos- 
pitals and  charitable  aid  is  another  question, 
no  doubt,  that  requires  attention ;  and  if  the 
Government  will  bring  down  a  Bill  of  this  sort, 
and  only  pass  that  one  Bill  during  the  session,  I 
think  they  will  have  done  very  good  work  indeed. 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.— Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  Mr.  Hutcheson, 
in  a  very  loud  and  squeaky  voice,  declared 

Mr.  SPE  AKEH.— I  do  not  think  that  expres- 
sion should  be  used  by  one  honourable  member 
towards  another. 

voii.  xonL--«. 


Mr.  CROWTHEB.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man  declared  that  they — the  socialists — were 
going  to  run  the  opposition  show.  But,  Sir,  it 
is  the  same  old  story — it  is  to  run  an  opposi- 
tion show  with  other  fellows'  money.  The 
Government,  Sir,  going  to  run  an  opposition 
show  1  What  a  lovely  picture  1  But  one  of 
the  first  proverbs  I  learned  from  the  Premier 
in  my  political  life,  and  one  I  have  never  for- 
gotten, was  this :  The  Premier  said,  '*  I  am  su 
Liberal  in  politics,  but  I  am  a  Conservative 
with  the  purse-strings."  That  proverb  has  a. 
general  application  to  every  successful  man  in 
this  country.  It  is  easy  to  be  a  socialist ;  it  is 
easy  to  dip  your  hands  into  the  public  purse 
and  say,  *'  We  are  going  to  run  an  opposition 
show  " :  but  that  must  end.  What  do  you  have 
when  it  does  end?  Start  again,  I  suppose. 
I  like.  Sir,  a  man  who  runs  a  shop  with  his  own 
money ;  and  if  he  is  successful,  thrifty,  pro- 
sperous, then  he  need  not  trouble  about  dipping 
his  hands  into  other  people's  pockets  to  run 
an  opposition  show  with  somebody  else.  That 
is  a  proverb  the  honourable  member  might 
consider  in  the  very  near  future  of  his  political 
career.  He  got  so  excited  that  I  thought  he  was 
really  going  to  throw  his  head  right  off  his  shoul- 
ders. However,  this  is  only  by  way  of  a  little 
advice.  I  think  we  can  all  agree  that  for  two 
years  past  we  have  had  considerable  talk  about, 
and  have  had  before  us,  a  large  package  called 
the  Local  Government  Bill.  That,  I  presume, 
will  be  the  opportune  time  to  deal  with  this 
measure  and  make  it  general.  Do  not  let  us 
aim  at  such  a  tiling  as  this  Bill  aims  at.  The 
feature  of  this  Bill  is  in  two  clauses — 3  and 
11.  I  thought,  before  the  honourable  gentle- 
man sat  down  and  moved  the  second  reading,, 
that  he  had  got  his  speech  off  by  heart  before 
he  came  into  the  House,  because  he  absolutely 
said,  before  he  sat  down,  that  we  were  going  to 
oppose  his  Bill,  and  were  going  to  oppose  ib 
because  we  had  not  read  it. 

Mr.  TANNER. ~That  is  often  the  case,  and 
has  been  shown  to  be  the  case  to-day  too. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— With  me  ? 

Mr.  TANNER.— No. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  think  the  Bill  has. 
been  fairly  well  read  and  fairly  well  under- 
stood, and  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
now  knows  more  about  it  than  he  did  before. 
I  think  he  has  suffered  a  certain  amount  of 
education  that  has  done  him  good.  We  have 
heard.  Sir,  what  a  dreadful  sin  it  is  that  any 
company  should  own  tramways.  Well,  I  think 
it  is  worse  for  those  who  own  them  than  for 
those  who  know  nothing  about  them.  Here 
we  have,  if  my  information  is  correct,  the 
Wellington  tramways,  which  have  been  stigma- 
tized as  fit  for  nothing.  I  think  this  is  a  fair 
and  very  good  service.  ,  What  does  tlie  honour- 
able member  for  the  Suburbs  know  about 
tramways  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— You  will  hear  by-and-by. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  know  I  shall  hear  by- 
and-by.  I  am  trying  to  draw  you.  Bat,  Sir,  I 
will  tell  him  something:  he  will  be  a  ere^t. 
many  years  older  than  he  is  to-day,  ana  he 
will  know  a  great  deal  more  that  he  knowa- 
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now,  before  he  gets  a  service  to  travel  the  same 
•distanoe  for  less  money.  Now,  I  oballeoge 
that.    You  are  travelling  four  miles  for  1^. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs.— Oh,  no  t 

^f r.  OROWTHER.— But,  Oh,  yes  1 

Hon.  Mbhbbbs.— No. 

Mr.  OBOWTMER.— You  oan  buy  eight  jour- 
tievs  for  a  shilling. 

Hon.  Mbmbxbs. — Six. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— When  I  was  in  Wel- 
Imgton  last  year  I  bought  a  ticket  of  eight. 

Hon.  MBHBBBS.—It  is  altered  now. 

Mr.  GROWTHER.— In  that  case  it  is  2d. 
«  Journey — four  miles  for  2d.— ^d.  a  mile. 
What  do  you  want  more?  Let  me  tell  you 
■flomethlng  about  tramways.  In  Melbourne 
before  they  had  the  tramways  they  had  a  'bus 
company.  They  had  275  buses  on  the  streets 
in  Melbourne.  As  a  'bus  company  tiiey  were 
running  from  the  railway-station  right  to  the 
•other  end  of  Melbourne,  a  distance  of  four 
miles,  for  3d.  They  spent  £9,000  per  mile  in 
laying  down  tramways.  What  is  the  con- 
sequence ?  The  first  shares  were  worth  76  per 
•cent,  profit.  As  soon  as  they  got  the  tramways 
and  their  expensive  gear— of  course,  things 
dropped  down  in  Melbourne  to  some  extent — but 
-one  year  after  the  cable  tramway — said  to 
be  one  of  the  best  in  the  world — had  been 
started  the  shares  were  not  saleable  at  any 
price.  1  just  throw  this  out  as  a  caution  to 
yon :  do  not  go  too  fast. 

An  Hon.  Membbr. — What  about  the  Auck- 
land tramways  ? 

Mr.  OROWTHBR.--Yes ;  I  will  tell  you 
Sbbout  them.  The  Auckland  tramways  at  a 
certain  stage  were  bankrupt.  After  tiiey  had 
wasted  £83,000,  it  was  stated  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Pamell  when  I  was  speak- 
ing before  that  that  tramway  had  been  loaded 
with  land.  It  was  loaded  with  non- paying 
lands  to  the  extent  of  about  £4,000.  That 
land  is  there  now,  representing  the  £4,000,  and 
At  the  very  least  is  worth  half  the  money.  The 
other  lands  said  to  be  loaded  on  the  Auckland 
tramways  are  worth  more  money  to- day  than 
when  they  were  taken  up.  So  much  for  the 
Auckland  tramways.  And  let  me  say  this : 
I  tell  you  that  after  the  £83,000  had  been 
«pent,  and  there  was  a  large  overdraft  at 
the  bank,  a  Melbourne  firm  came  over  to 
Auckland.  They  paid  £500  deposit  on  the 
Auckland  tramways  at  a  purchasing  price. 
After  an  investigation  of  the  receipts  and 
•expenditure,  the  wear-and-tear,  the  cost  of 
haulage  per  mile,  and  all  other  details  m  con- 
nection with  the  business,  they  forfeited  their 
£500.  Let  an  amateur  socialist  go  and  under- 
take a  business  of  this  sort,  how  very  soon  he 
will  6nd  out  where  he  is  I  and  if  be  has  any 
money  in  his  pocket  he  will  be  extremely  sorry 
lie  did  not  keep  it  there.  But  as  long  as  we 
put  our  hands  into  the  public  purse,  it  does 
not  matter  whether  it  is  profit  or  loss,  we  can 
go  and  do  likewise  again.  I  do  not  intend  to 
speak  very  long  on  this  Bill ;  but  a  great  deal 
Ims  been  said,  and  very  truthfully  said,!  think, 
that  in  every  country  in  the  world,  as  far  as  I 
hWB  benn  able  to  school  myself,  the  rights  of 
Jfr.  Crowther 


property  are  respected.  The  honourable  gentle- 
men is  twisting  his  moastache.  I  wish  he  had 
a  little  property  that  needed  his  protection. 
If  he  had,  I  believe  he  would  be  a  eympftthiMr 
with  us  at  once. 

An  Hon.  Mexbsb. — Who  ? 

Mr.  GROWTHER.— All  those  that  have  pio- 
perty  to  protect.  The  honourable  member  for 
Gaversham  may  be  one  for  all  I  know.  I  do 
not  think  he  in.  He  has  got  his  head  screwed 
on  so  that  he  will  come  out  right.  And,  Sir,  I 
was  quite  amused  at  the  speech  of  the  Prenftier. 
We  have  been  told  very  recently  that  these 
private  members'  Bills  would  all  come  to  no- 
thing. This  afternoon  the  Premier  got  up. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  excited.  He 
preached  a  sermon.  He  occupied  nearly  hall 
an  hour,  and  indicated  clearly  that  he  wanted 
this  debate  to  go  on  until  half -past  five.    The 

g  Q  consequence  is,  we  have  to  get  np  cMid 
follow  in  self-defence.  I  was  pictur- 
ing  to  myself  why  he  was  on  his  feet.  Here 
is  one  of  the  honourable  members  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Fisher),  who  is  a  candidate  for 
the  Mayoralty  of  Wellington.  I  suppose  the 
Premier  has  a  vote  to  give  for  the  Mayoralty,  and 
I  might  go  further  and  say  that  if  the  Premier 
had  large  property  in  Wellington  he  would  have 
five  votes  for  a  Counoillorship.  Now,  a  family 
comes  into  Wellington— a  man  and  his  wife 
with  five  or  six  children  ;  there  is  an  election  of 
a  Councillor,  and  they  have  just  been  here  in 
time  to  qualify.  I  ask  you,  Sir— and  I  know 
I  can  depend  upon  your  judgment — would  you 
go  to  one  of  these  strangers  for  advice  as  to 
whom  to  vote  for,  or  would  you  go  to  the  Pre- 
mier ?  Surely  the  gentleman  who  lived  in  Wel- 
lington all  his  life,  who  had  his  stake  in  it, 
whose  interests  were  bound  up  in  the  place,  and 
who  was  bound  to  make  the  place  go  if  possible, 
and  who  was  bound  to  protect  its  interests 
and  forward  every  branch  of  its  welfare — surely 
that  is  the  man  who  ought  to  be  given  privi- 
leges if  the  success  of  the  place  is  to  be  guided 
by  those  best  able  to  undertake  the  superintend- 
ence of  its  progress.  I  cannot  look  at  the  mat- 
ter in  any  other  light.  I  quite  agree  with 
honourable  members  who  have  stated  that 
they  believe  five  votes  are  too  many.  As  I 
said  before,  I  believe  the  Government  are 
sincere  in  regard  to  this  Liooal  Government 
Bill,  and  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the 
time  must  come  when  the  whole  thing  will  be 
dealt  with  in  a  comprehensive  measure,  and 
then  the  question  which  is  under  consideration 
in  this  Bill  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  again 
when  that  larger  measure  comes  up.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment,  not  on  account  of 
opposition  to  the  honourable  member  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  but  because  I  think*  it  is 
better  we  should  have  it  in  a  more  mature  and 
comprehensive  form  before  we  deal  vrith  it. 
I  have  no  sympathy  whatever  with  the  move- 
ment to  spend  the  afternoon  as  we  have  done 
in  order  merely  that  the  honourable  member 
may  go  back  to  his  constituents  and  say* 
"  Oh !  I  carried  the  second  reading.**  That 
is  the  object.  I  ask  his  forgiveness  if  I  am 
making  a  mistake,  but  I  think  1  am  stating 
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what  a  majority  of  this  House  believe  to  be 
tnie. 

Mr.  TANNBR.->We  are  often  wiong. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— I  know  we  are  often 
wrong,  and  ae  yon  are  suoh  a  pure  ezoeption 
we  will  give  yon  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  We 
«}80  heard  a  good  deal  laid  about  the  London 
Oi6y  Oonnoil.  I  euppoee  there  it  just  as  much 
ability  in  this  House  to  deal  with  the  require- 
ments and  demands  of  £x>ndon  as  there  is 
among  the  men  in  London  doing  the  work ;  but 
when  we  are  in  Rome  we  must  do  as  the 
Romans  do.  We  must  work  aooording  to  our 
means,  and  according  to  the  situation  in  whioh 
we  are  placed  from  day  to  day.  I  have  heard  it 
etated  so  often  in  this  House  that  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  negligence  and  improvi- 
dence in  connection  with  the  City  of  Wellington 
that  I  have  tried  to  make  myself  acquainted 
with  the  affairs  of  Wellington,  and  I  have  oome 
to  this  conclusion :  that  mistakes  have  been 
made,  and  will  be  made  to  the  end  of  the  chap- 
ter. And  I  have  come  to  the  further  oon- 
•clusion  that  those  who  are  so  fond  of  finding 
-fault  would  not  have  done  one  whit  better  had 
they  been  placed  in  authority.  We  cannot 
•oarry  on  matters  of  this  sort  without  making 
mistakes ;  and  let  those  who  are  so  ready  to 
find  fault  consider,  just  for  example,  the  pres- 
sure that  is  now  being  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Wellington  citizens  for  a  dock.  What  for  f  Let 
me  tell  the  honourable  members  who  repre- 
sent Ghristchuroh  what  it  is  for — to  take  all 
the  trade  away  from  their  dock  at  Lyttelton. 
There  is  nothing  else  in  the  world  in  it.  It  is 
monopolizing ;  it  is  the  general  desire  to  mop 
up  everything — no  doubt  whatever  about  it; 
and  that  is  what  it  will  come  to.  So  soon  as 
there  is  a  dock  in  Wellington  the  dock  in 
Lyttelton  will  be  practically  shut  up.  It  is 
-very  edifying,  no  doubt,  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutcheson), 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Wellington  Harbour 
Board.  He  knows  I  am  speaking  the  truth ; 
he  knows  it  well.  And  those  acquainted  with 
the  management  of  local  bodies  know  how 
desirous  those  bodies  are  to  restrict  expendi- 
ture to  their  own  districts.  That  is  the 
objeet  from  beginning  to  end ;  we  are  all 
tarred  with  the  same  brush.  We  are,  from 
first  to  last,  trying  to  concentrate  expenditure 
within  our  own  localities.  It  is  an  invariable 
role  for  those  connected  with  the  different 
wards  of  a  town  to  say,  **  This  ward  is  not  get- 
ting ite  share ;  all  the  money  goes  to  the  other 
■end.  There  are  too  many  representatives  of 
that  ward,  and  we  must  get  more  representa- 
tion at  this  end,  and  then  we  will  see  where 
the  expenditure  is  made."  It  is  the  same 
thing  both  locally  and  generally.  The  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  knows  this  better  than 
«ny  man  in  the  House.  He  will  tell  you, 
^'Wait  till  the  roads  and  bridges  come  on; 
then  see  how  I  will  treat  you.  Of  course,  I 
shall  be  meioiful  and  fair,  but  you  must  not 
knook  me  so  hard,  or  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
•hall  be  fair  or  not."  That  is  his  programme. 
It  ia  human  nature,  and  those  who  expect  any- 
thing elfle  are  sure  to  be  disappointed.    How- 


ever. Sir,  I  will  not  prolong  the  debate  on  this 
question.  There  are  some  other  matters  I 
would  like  to  speak  about,  but  as  time  is  get- 
ting on,  if  we  wish  to  come  to  a  vote  we  will 
soon  have  to  stop  talking. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Sir,  I  had  not  intended  to 
have  ^oken  in  this  debate,  but  some  remarks 
that  have  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  have  brought  me  out.  He 
has  been  successful  in  drawing  me,  as  he  was 
pleased  to  say  was  his  main  object  in  speaking. 
I  do  not,  however,  intend  to  refer  at  any  length 
to  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  con- 
cerning myself.  I  do  not  wish  to  waste  the 
valuable  time  of  the  House.  I  merely  wish  to 
say  this  :  If  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City,  an  ex-Mayor  of  that  city, 
is  to  be  taken  as  any  criterion  of  the  municipal 
intelligence  Yvhtch  has  grown  up  under  the  sys- 
tem of  voting  purely  by  property-holders,  and 
whioh  has  been  in  existence  in  the  colony  for 
years,  then,  Sir,  we  have  had  very  good  proof 
this  afternoon  why  there  should  be  a  very 
speedy  change. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— In  your  opinion. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes,  in  my  opinion. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— How  much  is  it  worth  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  always  fond  of — shall  I  say? — jingling  his 
guineas  in^is  pocket,  and  sneering  at  the  lack 
of  landed  property  on  the  part  of  the  honour- 
able the  senior  member  for  Wellington  Oity 
and  other  members  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
This  sort  of  thing  may  or  may  not  be  in  good 
taste.  Personally  speaking,  I  think  it  in  very 
htA  taste ;  but  it  proves  the  truth  of  the  old 
theory  of  the  peculiarly  deep-rooted  stupidity 
of  the  man  who  regards  *'  proputty,  proputty, 
proputty  "  as  a  thing  never  to  be  touched,  and 
the  possession  of  which  is  supposed  by  many 
good  folks  to  necessarily  be  accompanied  by  a 
high  rate  of  intelligence.  Sir,  the  possession 
of  property  never  yet  in  itself  gave  a  man  in- 
telligence. Men  have  occupied  seats  on  the 
fioor  of  this  House  who  have  owned  no  landed 
property  at  all.  and  I  think  that  it  is  indeed 
very  small  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  this 
House  to  sneer  at  the  lack  oif  landed  property 
possessed  by  others.  Now,  Sir,  in  the  early 
part  of  this  discussion  a  most  remarkable  ad- 
mission fell  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
We  have  been  told  by  honourable  members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  that  if  there  happened 
to  be  a  change  in  the  Government  there  would 
be  no  attempt  made  by  them  to  repeal  the  legis- 
lation that  has  been  passed  by  this  Qovernment. 
But  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  stated  this 
afternoon  that  not  only  has  he  opposed  the 
'*  one  man  one  vote  "  system— the  lessons  of  the 
past  few  years  have  apparently  been  thrown 
away  upon  him — but  he  declares  that  he  would 
still  vote  against  it,  and  therefore,  I  presume, 
if  logical,  he  would  try  to  repeal  that  franchise. 
That  shows  us  that  we  are  right  in  our  con- 
tention that  we  should  be  unfaithful  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  us  as  representatives  of  the 
Liberal  party  if  we  trusted  our  friends  in 
regard  to  their  future  policy.  As  for  the  Bill 
now  before  us,  I  regret  that  a  modification  of 
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the  principle  contained  in  the  Bill  has  not  been 
adopted  by  the  Government,  and  I  regret,  too, 
that  there  has  been  such  delay  in  bringing 
down  the  Local  Government  Bi)l ;  still;  as  the 
member  for  Christohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor) 
said,  it  is  advisable  to  take  half  a  loaf  if  you 
oannot  get  a  whole  one.  I  think,  Sir,  that  if  a 
modification  of  the  Bill  had  been  brought  in, 
making  the  measure  applicable  to  six  months' 
tenancy,  it  would  have  been  fair. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— It  is  that  now. 

Mr.  WILSON.— It  is  said  to  be  six  months* 
tenancy  ;  but  in  some  places — in  Napier,  for  in- 
stance— there  are  many  people  who  wish  to 
pay  rates  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  vote, 
but  they  find  that  the  voting- power  is  kept 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  pay  the  rates — the 
property-owners — and  therefore  the  voting  is 
monopolized  by  the  property-owning  few,  and 
is  not  a  reflex  of  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 
It  is  the  same  in  Wellington  to  some  extent. 
Now,  to  come  back  to  the  question  running  all 
through  the  debate — that  it  is  only  the  pro- 
perty, owners  who  should  have  a  vote — I  hold 
that  such  a  contention  is  quite  untenable.  It 
is  admitted,  I  think,  that  representation  should 
follow  taxation,  and  that  the  man  who  does  not 
pay  rates  should  have  no  vote.  But  every  house- 
holder pays  rates  ;  he  pays  them  indirectly.  He 
pays  the  rates  just  as  a  man  indirectly  pays 
every  tax  in  the  colony.  I  do  agree,  Sir,  with  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  that  taxation  falls  on 
everybody  indirectly,  and  very  frequently  on 
the  class  that  is  least  able  to  bear  it.  It  is 
certainly  so  in  the  towns.  The  theory  that  the 
large  property-owners  should  exercise  all  the 
votes  for  their  property  is  ridiculous.  Take 
the  case  of  the  big  merchants.  It  is  through 
the  goods  that  they  sell  and  that  the  people 
purchase  that  the  people  are  taxed  indirectly  ; 
they  are  taxed  all  the  way  down,  through  the 
goods,  and  in  other  ways.  This  Bill  will,  of 
course,  not  pass  to-day — indeed,  it  is  evident  it 
will  not  get  into  Committee ;  and  that  shows 
to  me  that  the  Premier  was  right  when  he  said 
that  private  Bills  are  not,  as  a  rule,  carried 
through.  I  think,  if  there  is  any  good  feature 
in  any  of  these  Bills  it  should  be  taken  up 
by  the  Government;  and  I  hope  they  will 
let  the  House  have  an  improved  form  of  the 
Bill  we  are  now  considering,  allowing  for  the 
six  months*  tenancy,  or  incorporating  it  in 
their  Local  Government  Bill  and  extending 
the  principle  to  the  counties.  I  know  oases  in 
the  country — the  Bangitikei  County  is  in  my 
mind — where  the  rates  are  very  unfairly  ex- 
pended ;  where  the  small  settlers  in  the  newer 
districts  cannot  get  fair  play  at  all — the  power 
is  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  large  owners.  The 
poor  landowners  have  no  chance.  I  do  not 
think  we  should  treat  this  measure  in  any 
lighthearted  way,  or  make  jokes  about  it. 
This  particular  question  is  one  that  might, 
I  think,  with  advantage  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  House  for  fully  a  week,  so  as  to  allow 
it  to  be  fully  discussed ;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  moved  the  second  reading 
this  afternoon  will,  I  think,  have  to  accept 
what  is  practically  defeat  in  the  meantime; 
Mr.  Wilson 


but  I  hope  he  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  the  measure,  and  that  he  will 
not  be  deterred  by  sneers  from  any  pckrt  of  the 
House  as  to  being  a  popularity* hunter.  Sir,  if 
I  desired  to  do  anything  that  I  believed  was 
for  the  good  of  my  constituency  and  of  the 
country,  I  would  pay  not  the  least  heed  to  each 
sneers,  and  they  would  not  influence  me  in  any 
way  in  my  aims.  It  was  distinctly  said  that 
the  honourable  member  who  introduced  this 
Bill  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  be  popular  in 
the  large  town  for  which  he  is  one  of  the 
members. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Mine  is  a  country  district, 
not  a  large  tovm. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes ;  it  is  near  a  town— it 
is  a  suburban  constituency.  But,  Sir,  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  any  longer.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment,  but  I  hope  that  if  the 
Bill  gets  into  Committee  it  will  be  amended  in 
the  direction  I  indicated  just  now  and  even- 
tually become  law. 

Captain  KUSSELL.— Might  I  say  two  words 
to  put  the  honourable  member  right  ?  He  led 
the  House  to  understand  that,  when  speaking, 
I  opposed  the  **one  man  one  vote,"  and  if  the 
opportunity  came  I  would  repeal  the  provision. 

Mr.  WILSON.— No. 

Captain  RUSSBLL.- 1  say  the  honourable 
gentlemen  led  us  to  understand  that ;  it  may 
not  have  been  his  intention.  I  chance  to  have 
the  actual  words,  and  if  he  will  listen  I  will 
read  to  him  what  I  said : — 

'*  I  did  not  agree  with  the  principle  of  "  one 
man  one  vote,"  nor  am  I  now  going  to  say  it 
was  wise.  I  still  think  it  was  injudicious.  I 
opposed  Sir  George  Grey,  and  think  he  did 
wrong  in  confining  one  man  to  one  vote.  But, 
whether  that  is  so  or  not,  I  recognise  it  is  an 
accomplished  fact,  and  there  it  remains." 

I  still  say  so.  I  think  we  have  had  an  illus- 
tration during  the  past  six  years  of  misgovern- 
ment  of  what  the  ''one  man  one  vote"  has  done ; 
and  I  added,  *'  I  have  had  no  reason  to  complain 
of  the  alteration  of  the  franchise."  Those  are 
my  words,  uncorrected  as  they  come  from  the 
reporter,  and  they  do  not  bear  the  construction 
the  honourable  gentleman  put  upon  what  I  said. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Sir,  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  acquit  me  of  any  intention  to 
misrepresent  anything  he  said.  I  took  down 
what  I  believed  to  be  his  words  myself,  but  I 
will  take  the  honourable  gentleman's  word  that 
I  have  made  a  mistake. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— I  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  I 
may  say  at  the  outset  that  I  shall  oppose  it  at 
every  stage,  because.  Sir,  it  embodies  a  very 
dangerous  principle.  It  introduces  the  prin- 
ciple of  putting  voting-power,  which  means 
taxing-power,  into  the  hands  of  people  who  have 
to  pay  no  taxes.  I  do  not  object  to  give  a  vote  to 
occupiers  who  pay  a  moderate  amount  of  rent ; 
whether  they  have  a  lease  or  not  they  should 
have  a  vote  :  but  if  men  and  women  who  are 
on  the  electoral  roll,  and  who  have  no  property^ 
and  who  pay  no  rent — if  we  are  to  give  them 
the  power  of  electing  the  Borough  Councillois 
and  a  Mayor,   I   say  that  is  putting  power 
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into  the  hands  of  thoee  who  have  no  taxes 
to  pay ;  and  it  is  a  dangerous  power  to  put 
in  the  hands  of  the  people,  because,  ever 
since  the  day  when  Gain  killed  his  brother 
Abel,  we  have  always  found  people  ready  to  spill 
their  brother*8  blood.  Now,  if  you  give  power 
to  one  class  of  people  to  levy  taxes  on  another 
olass,  while  they  themselves  pay  nothing, 
then,  Sir,  they  will  lay  it  on  with  a  ven- 
geftnce.  XI  such  persons  were  given  the  power 
to  levy  taxes,  then,  Sir,  in  a  great  measure 
it  would  recoil  on  their  own  heads,  because 
thoee  who  have  no  property  are  depending  on 
those  who  have  property,  and  the  more  you  tax 
property  the  worse  it  will  be  for  the  working- 
man.  iProperty  must  be  used  in  such  a  way 
«8  to  give  a  profit  and  make  some  return.  It 
is  quite  true.  Sir,  in  a  way,  that  the  people  who 
pay  the  rents  pay  the  taxes.  I  quite  agree 
with  that  principle  ;  but  it  is  very  amusing  for 
me,  as  a  new  member  of  the  House,  to  see 
how  rapidly  the  Ministry  and  their  supporters 
oaa  change  front  upon  the  principle  of  such  a 
Bill.  A  large  number  of  the  speakers  on  the 
Government  side  of  the  House  have  contended 
that  the  occupier  of  a  house — the  man  who 
pays  the  rent — is  the  one  who  pays  the  taxes. 
Who  pays  the  taxation  ?  It  is  the  working- 
man  who  has  got  to.  According  as  taxation 
is  upon  property  and  capital — because  property 
of  any  description,  whether  houses  or  land, 
has  got  to  be  managed  so  as  to  pay,  like  every- 
thing else,  and  the  owner  of  the  property 
most  use  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  get  a 
retDm.  If  you  throw  extra  taxation  on  pro- 
perty it  may  mean  a  shilling  a  day  less  to  the 
working-man.  And,  after  all,  it  is  the  work- 
ingman  who  pays  it.  Why  will  the  people  not 
Bee  this  ?  I  have  heard  this  afternoon  a  great 
deal  about  the  health  of  the  people  in  towns, 
sod  that  property- owners  allow  some  of  their 
tenants  to  occupy  tenements  in  unhealthy 
back-slums  which  are  scarcely  habitable,  and 
are  allowed  to  remain  in  that  state.  Why,  the 
Government  of  the  day  have  had  it  in  their 
power  to  do  more  for  the  relief  of  the  towns  in 
that  respect  than  any  of  the  local  bodies.  If 
they  would  only  run  cheap  trains  from  the  large 
towns  to  the  suburbs,  and  enable  working-men 
to  go  out  in  the  suburbs  to  live,  and  if  the 
Government  would  purchase  land  in  these 
flnborbs,  and  cut  it  up  in  lots  suitable  for  work- 
ing-men, giving  them  leaseholds  for  twenty-one 
years  and  a  right  of  purchase,  allowing  them 
&lso  to  have  yearly  tickets  on  the  trains  at  a 
-cheap  rate,  they  would  do  more  to  improve  the 
health  of  the  people  in  our  four  large  centres 
of  population  than  they  could  possibly  hope  to 
achieve  by  measures  like  this.  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  in  Auckland,  at  all  events,  if  such 
facilities  were  placed  within  the  reach  of  the 
working-men  by  the  Government — and  part  of 
their  policy,  although  they  have  never  at- 
tempted to  carry  it  out  up  in  Auckland,  was  to 
provide  land  for  this  purpose  and  induce  the 
working  men  to  go  out  into  the  country — I  say 
if  BQch  facilities  were  offered  they  would  be 
very  largely  availed  of.  But,  Sir,  with  regard 
<to  the  principle  of  **one  man  one  vote,"  it  is  a 


different  matter  altogether.  The  extension  of 
the  local  franchise  in  the  municipalities  to  all 
the  people  who  may  be  on  the  electoral  roll  of 
that  particular  place  is  a  very  different  matter 
from  the  '*  one  man  one  vote."  Although  I  do 
not  approve  of  the  "  one  man  one  vote," — ^for 
I  think  property  ought  to  have  a  vote  also, — at 
the  same  time,  every  man  who  has  a  vote 
now  to  help  to  put  a  representative  into  Par- 
liament pays  taxes  through  the  Oustoms,  and 
that  is  altogether  apart  from  the  municipality 
voting.  There  are  a  very  large  number  of 
people,  however,  on  the  electorid  rolls  who  pay 
no  taxes  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
streets  and  the  other  conveniences  of  the 
borough.  Therefore,  I  say,  the  two  cases  are 
not  analogous.  Surely  property  ought  to  have 
some  rights  and  some  profit.  I  belong  to  a 
local  body,  and  pay  rates  to  that  local  body — in 
fact,  as  much  rates  as  a  hundred  other  rate- 
payers put  together  pay  to  that  local  body — and 
surely  it  is  quite  safe  if  a  hundred  others  have 
votes  in  opposition  to  my  four  Votes.  There- 
fore I  say  that  property  really  ought  to  have 
some  little  protection,  unless  you  want  to 
confiscate  it  altogether.  But  to  extend  the 
municipal  franchise  to  all  persons  on  the  elec- 
toral roll  is  only  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge, 
and  it  will  be  driven  further  than  that  and 
made  to  extend  to  every  local  body  throughout 
the  colony.  I  shall  strongly  oppose  this  Bill, 
because  I  believe  it  is  a  dangerous  power  to 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  people — to  enable  them 
to  put  taxation  on  others  when  they  have 
themselves  no  taxes  to  pay.  That  is  what 
this  Bill  proposes  to  do  in  the  event  of  its 
becoming  law.  As  I  say,  I  shall  oppose  it  at 
every  stage,  even  if  it  were  brought  in  by  the 
Government.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  ^ 
while  for  the  last  six  years  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  been  promising  to  give  us  some 
legislation  in  regard  to  local  government,  they 
have  never  yet  attempted  to  carry  out  that 
promise.  Year  after  year  we  have  been  told 
that  they  intended  to  bring  down  a  Bill  to 
improve  the  condition  of  local  government. 
Last  year  they  distributed  amongst  the  local 
bodies  a  very  cumbrous  Bill,  and  we  were 
invited  to  discuss  it  and  report  our  opinion. 
Kow,  this  session,  notwithstanding  that  the 
Bill  was  fully  expected,  and  that  we  should 
have  at  last  some  of  the  legislation  propped, 
there  is  not  one  word  about  it,  and  the  Govern- 
ment have  evidently  got  hold  of  a  private 
member  to  bring  in  certain  reforms  in  local 
government,  such  as  the  Government  do  not 
intend  to  pass,  and  to  humbug  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  introduced  this  Bill, 

The  hour  of  half -past  five  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Spbakbb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BBSDMBD. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

▲DJODBNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.   J.  W.   THOMSON.— Mr.   Speaker,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
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J.  Hntohesoo),  who  spoke  last  on  the  question 
now  before  the  House,  was  dissatisfied  with 
certain  opinions  expressed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  with  respect  to  certain 
labour  questions.  He  therefore  favoured  us 
with  his  views  on  the  questions  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea,  an|d  other 
labour  questions  as  well.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  refer  oritically  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech,  because  the  speech  did 
not  bear  very  much  upon  the  question  of  the 
public  finances,  and  also  because  he  is  a  much 
more  advanced  thinker  than  I  am.  I  believe, 
and  hope,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  myself  have  many  opinions  in  common, 
but  at  all  events  we  agree  in  this,  that  we  are 
Scotchmen  ;  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me 
to  say  that,  because  in  the  case  of  both  of  us  our 
speech  would  betray  us.  Sir,  the  Treasurer 
last  week  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  the 
Finanoial  Statement.  In  former  sessions  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  have  the  Speech  read. 
The  laying  of  the  Speech  on  the  table  was  a 
new  departure.  I  dare  say  it  is  just  as  well  to 
do  that  as  to  read  the  Speech ;  but  I  thiok  the 
right  thing  to  do  would  be  this:  that  the 
Treasurer  should,  as  is  done  at  Home,  make  a 
speech  on  the  financial  position  of  the  colony. 
He  might  have  notes,  as  gentlemen  usually 
have,  especially  in  making  a  long  speech; 
and  I  am  quite  certain  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  made  a  speech, —  a  speech 
of  an  hour's  length  even,— we  would  be  in  a 
very  much  better  position  to  debate  the  public 
finances  than  we  are  at  the  present  time. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  in  his  State- 
ment dealt  with  a  great  many  subjects — too 
many  altogether.  I  think  he  should  have 
taken  up  only  the  subjects  that  had  a  direct 
bearing  on  the  finances  of  the  country.  He 
might  well  have  left  out  all  reference  to  the 
ramie  plant,  also  to  the  Conference  of  Pre- 
miers at  Hobart,  the  suggested  Eastern  ser- 
vice, and  the  conference  with  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies.  All  these  subjects 
might  have  been  brought  before  us  in  some 
other  way — say,  by  papers  laid  on  the  table. 
I  think  there  is  running  through  the  whole 
of  the  Statement  an  air  of  self-glorification 
which  I  must  say  I  do  not  quite  like.  In 
proof  of  this  I  would  refer  to  a  long  table  on 
the  l^nth  page  of  the  Statement — a  table 
that  has  been  referred  to  by  other  members, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into 
details.  Old  colonists  know  this :  that  at  the 
time  the  public-works  policy  was  initiated  the 
debt  of  the  colony  was  between  seven  and  eight 
millions.  A  portion  of  that  was  spent  in  what 
we  call  the  Maori  war — somewhere  over  two 
millions — and  the  honourable  gentleman  puts 
that  in  the  non-productive  column.  It  may 
be  that  we  could  have  avoided  the  Maori  war, 
but  we  did  not.  This  money  may  therefore 
be  said  to  be  the  price  we  have  paid  for  being 
able  to  colonise  New  Zealand  at  all.  The 
honourable  gentleman  gives  us  an  array  of 
figures  from  the  year  1870  to  1891.  His  own 
chief.  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  is  liable  for  a  great  deal 
of  this  expenditure.  It  was  he  who  initiated 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson 


the  public-works  policy.  He  was  for  a  long  time- 
Premier  or  a  member  of  the  Gk^vemment.  So 
that  these  figures  are  really  giving  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  late  colleague,  as  it  were,  a 
slap  in  the  face.  Then,  there  is  a  doubt  as  to- 
whether  we  have  got  value  for  the  money  ex- 
pended by  the  present  Government.  That  ia 
a  point  that  has  not  been  referred  to.  There 
is  a  system  called  the  system  of  co-operation. 
That  is  a  subject  that  has  been  brought  before 
myself  a  good  deal.  I  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  working  of  the  system,  but  I  have- 
heard  things  about  it  that  would  almost  make 
your  hair  stand  on  end,  showing  that  we  are 
not  getting  the  value  for  the  money  that  we 
ought  to  get.  I  could  scarcely  repeat  them,, 
because  they  are  so  unlikely,  but  I  believe 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  them.  I 
should  like  very  much  to  hear  this  sub- 
ject discussed  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 
I  thought  that,  as  the  Treasurer  was  deal- 
ing with  so  many  subjects  in  the  State- 
ment he  would  also  deal  with  this  one,  and 
about  the  first  thing  I  did  when  I  got  the- 
Financial  Statement  was  to  look  up  the  index 
to  see  if  there  was  anything  in  it  about  the  co- 
operative system.  I  saw  the  chapter  called 
'*  Labour,"  and  I  thought  I  should  find  some, 
thing  about  it  there ;  but  no,  there  was  nothing, 
about  it  whatever.  Kow,  we  have  at  the  end  of 
this  Statement  three  pages  filled  with  figures  to 
show  that  the  colony  has  made  greater  pro- 
gress under  them  than  it  has  done  under  any 
{>revious  Government.  No  doubt,  when  you 
ook  at  the  figures  you  think  that  they  go  to 
prove  that;  but  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the 
report  of  the  Registrar-General  to  the  effect 
that,  in  factories  and  workshops,  the  numeri- 
cal increase  in  the  case  of  males  was 
higher  for  the  five  years  from  1886  to  1891 
than  from  1891  to  1896 ;  but  that  in  the  case 
of  women  the  percentage  of  increase  was- 
greater  between  the  vears  1891  and  1896  than 
between  1886  and  1891 ;  thus  showing  that  the 
industries  have  not  been  so  remtmerative  to 
the  employers  during  the  more  recent  period^ 
and  that,  with  the  view  of  getting  cheap  labour, 
they  were  employing  women  instead  of  men. 
That,  Sir,  is  not  a  very  satisfaoto^  state 
of  things.  The  figures  also  show  this:  that 
the  land  on  which  the  factories  and  work- 
shops are  situated  has  during  the  period 
from  1891  to  1897  decreased  in  value  to  the 
extent  of  £222,000>-that  is  at  the  rate,  as  I 
make  it,  of  about  17f  per  cent.  Of  late  years 
land  has  fallen  in  value,  and  many  of  the 
landowners,  to  my  knowledge,  believe  that  this 
is  owing  to  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
Then,  we  have  figures  here  regarding  the  pas- 
toral  industry  ;  but  it  appears  from  these  figures 
that  the  wool  industry  has,  for,  at  all  events,  the 
last  three  years,  been  standing  still.  There 
are  no  figures  showing  the  value  of  the  wool, 
but  if  there  were  they  would  show  that  there 
has  been  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  value 
of  wool  during  the  last  few  yearA.  Then,  these 
figures  show  that  the  frozen-meat  industry  has 
not  been  in  at  all  a  fiourisbing  state  for  the 
last  two  years.    In  the  district  that  I  have  tha- 
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honoor  to  lepresent,  a  vecy  oommon  thing  is  to 
&feton  Bheep  on  tucnips.  That  process  has 
been  going  on  this  last  wintot  and  it  has  not 
been  paying,  for  fat  sheep  have  been  bringing 
simply  the  price  of  storea.  All  these  things  go  to 
snow  that  the  oolony  is  not  in  the  very  pro- 
sperous sti^to  he  would  like  to  make  us  believe 
it  is.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  say  anything 
with  regard  to  the  public  debt,  or  the  Public 
Works  Fund,  or  other  borrowed  moneys,  but  I 
intend  to  say  a  little  regarding  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  Now,  the  first  thixig  that  strikes  one  in 
looking  up  the  figures  is  the  great  increase  in 
revenue  during  the  past  two  years.  For  the 
year  ending  March,  1896,  the  ordinary  revenue 
increased  to  the  eztont  of  £142,000,  and  for  the 
year  ending  March  last  it  increased  to  the 
extent  of  £345,000.  I  am  not  including  in 
this  the  territorial  revenue.  These  two  sums 
together  amount  to  £487,000.  This  large  in- 
crease is  owing  chiefly  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  Customs  revenue.  For  the  year  end- 
ing the  Slst  March,  1896,  the  Customs  revenue 
increased  to  the  extent  of  about  £80,000, 
and  during  the  year  ending  March  last  the 
Customs  revenue  increased  beyond  the  revenue 
of  the  previous  year  to  the  extent  of  £169,000  ; 
in  other  words,  within  the  last  two  years  the 
Coetoms  revenue  increased  by  £249,000.  This 
increase  during  the  year  ending  March  last,  as 
competed  with  the  previous  year  is  at  the  rate 
of  10  per  cens.  As  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion is,  according  to  the  Year-book,  a  little 
over  2  per  cent.,  we  may  estimato  the  increase 
of  Customs  duties  at  8  per  cent.  It  is  said 
that  the  increase  is  owing  to  the  greater  pur- 
chasing-power of  the  people,  but  I  think  it  is 
extremely  unlikely.  The  two  years,  the  one  end- 
ing March,  1896,  and  the  other  ending  March, 
1897,  were  very  similar  as  regards  prosperity. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  the  increased  prosperity 
was  very  largely  due  to  increased  taxation. 
Then,  we  all  know  that  when  money  is  coming 
in,  even  to  private  individuals,  they  spend  it 
freely.  And  that  is  the  case  with  the  Govern- 
ment :  if  money  is  flowing  in  freely  they  spend 
it  freely.  I  flnd  that  for  the  year  ending  1896 
ttiere  was  an  increase  of  £108,000  over  the 
expenditure  of  the  previous  year,  and  for  the 
year  ending  1897  there  was  an  increase  in  ex- 
penditiue  as  compared  with  the  previous  year 
of  £114,000.  That  makes  £222,000.  Now,  we 
all  know  that  as  regards  education  and  rail- 
ways expenditure  must  increase.  Here  I 
should  just  like  to  say  in  regard  to  education, 
that  for  the  year  ending  March,  1896,  there  was 
an  increase  of  £24,000  in  the  education  vote,  and 
for  the  year  ending  March,  1897,  an  increase 
of  only  £8,000.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
this  happens,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  Minis- 
tors  may  be  good  enough  to  refer  to  it  when 
speaking.  My  own  opinion  is  that  during  the 
last  year  the  Sduoation  Boards  have  not  been 
as  liberally  dealt  with  as  in  former  years,  and 
that  it  is  probably  owing  to  that  it  is  necessary 
to  borrow  £25,000  for  school  buildings.  We  are 
going  ahead  spending  money  in  other  ways. 
Thete  is  what  is  called  a  Labour  Department 
nowadays.    Ik  reached  its  height  as  regards 


expense  some  two  years  ago,  when  the  expendi- 
ture amounted  to  fully  £8,000.  Then  Minis- 
tors  seem  to  have  beocone  a  little  ashamed  of 
the  expenditure,  for  there  was  a  drop  of 
£800  for  the  year  ending  March,  1897,  and 
the  estimate  of  cost  for  the  current  year, 
is  £800  less  than  the  cost  during  last  y«»ar. 
If  the  expense  goes  en  decreasing  by  £800  a^ 
year  the  whole  thing  will  be  gone  in  e^iht 
years.  Now,  whi^t  is  there  to  show  for  this  ?* 
The  whole  of  this  money  is  spent  in  office  and 
printing  work.  None  of  it  goes  in  labour.  X 
would  not  say  that  the  department  sh6uld  b» 
done  away  with  altogether.  Then,  there  is  the^ 
Agricultural  Department.  I  come  from  an 
agricultural  district,  and  no  doubt  the  district 
I  represent  is  all  ihe  bettor  for  some  of  thia 
publie  expenditure ;  but  this  department  seema 
to  be  growing.  Two  years  ago  the  expenditure 
was  £43,000,  last  year  it  was  £50,000,  and  thia^ 
year  the  estimated  cost  is  £56,000,  and  I  think 
this  is  altogether  too  much.  I  have  not  said 
anything  in  regard  to  what  is  called  territorial' 
revenue,  but  that  is  also  falling,  and  has  been 
for  the  last  three  years.  The  average,  I  find»  is 
£22,000  a  year.  It  first  dropped  to  the  extent  of 
£25,000,  then  £19,000,  and  the  estimated  de- 
crease this  year  is  £22,000.  The  first  drop  ia 
easily  explained :  it  was  owing  to  the  great 
snowstorm  of  two  years  ago.  I  find  amongsi^ 
the  country  people  that  as  a  rule  they  believe 
in  the  freehold  system,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
well  that  the  Minister,  in  dealing  with  blocks 
of  land— even  land  bought  under  the  Land  lor 
Settlements  Act — should  survey  areas  suitable 
for  farms  and  sell  them  for  cash.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  most  of  the  land  will  be  freehold  in 
the  course  of  time.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about 
surpluses.  I  think  we  are  altogether  wrong, 
in  having  surpluses.  I  do  not  believe  in  these 
surpluses  at  all.  It  is  all  very  well  for  a  private 
citizen  to  have  surpluses.  A  private  oitiaen  i» 
justified  in  extending  his  business,  and  doin|^ 
as  much  as  he  can  iu  a  fair  and  honest  way. 
But  I  thin^  it  is  altogether  different  with  the 
State.  A  surplus  simply  means  that  you  are 
taking  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  noore 
than  there  is  any  occasion  for.  Having  spoken 
about  the  consolidated  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  last  two  years,  I  am  now  to  speak 
of  them  in  regcurd  to  the  current  year — the  year 
now  running  its  coarse,  which  will  expire  on  the 
81st  March  next.  It  will  scarcely  be  believed 
in  this  House,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  eon* 
solidated  revenue  will  not  be  as  maoh  thia 
year  as  it  was  last  year.  Here  we  are,  a^ 
progressive  community,  advancing  in  popnlc^ 
tion  at  the  rate  of  upwards  of  2  per  cent, 
per  year,  and  with  the  same  taxation  duzing 
the  current  year  as  there  was  last  year,  and 
yet  we  are  not  expected  to  raise  as  much  re- 
venue this  year  as  last  year  by  the  sum  of 
£2,000.  Now,  that  would  be  right  enough  if 
the  expenditure  was  less  than  it  was  last  year^ 
It  will  be  £59,000  under  the  permanent  appii>- 
priations,  and  £84,000  more  under  the  annual 
appropriations,  making  a  totel  altogether  of 
£148,000.  In  other  words,  during  the  current 
year  we  expect  to  have  £2,000  less  revenue  . 
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than  last  year  and  £148,000  more  expendittxre. 
liook  also  at  the  railways.  Now,  I  believe 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Railways  does  his 
very  best,  and  I  do  not  know  if  we  could 
find  any  man  who  would  act  more  fairly 
and  more  sensibly  in  regard  to  the  railways 
than  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oadman.  But  here  is  a 
very  serious  thing — that  for  this  current  year 
there  is  to  be  no  advance  in  our  railway  re- 
ceipts. For  the  first  time  since  we  had  rail- 
ways we  have  to  go  backwards.  Last  year 
there  was  an  advance  of  £105,000  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  but  this  year  we  expect 
to  be  £12,000  to  the  bad.  Sir,  I  say  that  that 
.  is  an  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  state  of  things. 
I  do  not  know  altogether  how  it  is  brought 
about.  No  doubt  it  is  explained  in  the  Bail- 
ways  Statement.  I  would  just  turn  to  a  table 
here,  which  is  on  page  23  of  the  Statement  B.-6, 
and  there  is  really  something  extraordinary 
altogether  about  this  table.  It  is  a  table  that 
refers  to  the  estimated  revenue  of  the  current 
year.  The  only  increase  in  the  consolidated 
revenue  is  the  Customs.  The  Customs  re- 
ceipts are  estimated  at  £61,028  more  than 
last  year.  There  is  a  decrease  in  every  other 
item.  Take  stamps — there  is  a  reduction  of 
£9,000 ;  land-  and  income-tax,  a  reduction  of 
£12,000 ;  and  here  is  the  beer  duty.  It  is 
extraordinary,  and  I  cannot  account  for  that. 
There  was  an  increase  last  year  on  beer  duty 
of  £6,000,  and  I  had  the  curiosity  just  to  see 
what  percentage  that  bore  to  the  year  before, 
«nd  I  found  it  came  to  about  3  per  cent. 
Now,  the  population  grows  at  the  rate  of  a 
little  more  than  2  per  cent. ;  so  here  is  the 
beer  duty  growing  the  year  before  last,  but 
this  year  it  is  to  decrease.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  the  people  will  just  drink  during  the 
current  year  as  much  as  they  did  last  year, 
and  I  cannot  understand  why  the  Treasurer 
expects  to  lose  this  year  £2,700.  At  all  events, 
these  are  the  figures  given  to  us  here.  Well,  I 
will  not  say  any  more.  I  may  say  this,  that  I 
have  gone  into  these  figures  with  a  little  care. 
An  honourable  gentleman  said  yesterday  that 
be  considered  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to  look  critically  into  the  Statement,  and 
try  to  find  the  weak  points.  I  think  I  have 
found  some  weak  points  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. I  think  one  weak  point  is  that  there  is 
to  be  no  increase  in  revenue  this  year;  and 
another  weak  point  is  this ;  that,  whilst  oui 
railway  receipts  increased  to  the  extent  of 
J£100,000  and  upwards  beyond  the  receipts  of 
the  previous  year,  this  year  they  are  to  decrease 
to  the  extent  of  £12,000.  Well,  I  think.  Sir, 
bringing  these  few  facts  prominently  before 
the  House  is  worth  all  the  trouble  I  have  put 
honourable  members  to  in  listening  to  me. 

Mr.  MONTaOMBRY.  —  Sir,  there  is  one 
feature  of  the  Budget  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  touched 
upon  in  which  I  quite  agree  with  him,  and 
that  is  that  there  are  a  number  of  subjects 
included  which  might  weU  be  left  out.  I  had 
the  curiosity  to  look  up  the  English  Budget 
speech  of  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach  for  1896, 
and  I  find  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  vast 
Mr,  J.  W.  Thomson 


finances  of  England,  it  only  occupied  some  six- 
teen and  a  half  pages  of  Hansard,  It  was  con- 
fined solely  and  absolutely  to  financisJ  matters. 
But,  Sir,  in  New  Zealand  we  have  a  custom 
now,  not  only  in  our  Budgets,  but  in  all  our 
reports,  of  extending  them  until  they  become 
handbooks,  containing  a  vast  amount  of  nse- 
ful  information,  no  doubt,  but  some  of  it  is 
quite  unnecessary.  The  reason  of  that,  in 
this  Budget,  is  not  far  to  seek.  Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach  is  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 
but  here  in  New  Zealand  we  have  a  Premier 
who  is  not  only  Colonial  Treasurer,  but  who 
also  exercises  a  general  control  over  all  the 
officers  of  the  Qovernment,  and  that  fact  is 
very  well  refiected  in  the  Budget  we  have 
before  us.  As  Colonial  Treasurer,  we  have,  of 
course,  from  him  the  figures  showing  the  reve- 
nue and  expenditure  of  the  colony  for  the  year 
— and,  in  passing,  I  may  mention  that  I  think 
they  are  more  clearly  put  before  us  than  we 
have  had  them  in  any  previous  year.  Then,  as 
Minister  for  Railways  he  includes  a  summary 
of  the  Railway  Report,  with  some  information 
on  the  subject  of  light  railways.  Then,  again, 
as  Minister  of  Labour  the  Premier  gives  us  a 
paragraph  upon  labour  matters,  dealing  also 
with  the  working  of  the  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Act — though  what  that  has  to  do  with 
finance  I  do  not  know.  Then,  we  have  the 
position  tfiken  up  by  the  Premier  as  Foreign 
Minister :  I  am  not  finding  fault  with  that  in 
any  way,  for  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not 
have  a  Minister  to  look  after  our  affairs  in 
other  countries,  but  I  think  it  would  look 
better  in  the  Governor's  Speech  than  in  the 
Financial  Statement.  We  have  a  considerable 
amount  of  space  taken  up  with  remarks  upon 
trade  with  the  Islands,  and  also  the  question  of 
the  annexation  of  Hawaii,  "  the  Switzerland  of 
the  Pacific,"  in  connection  with  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  starts  by  saying  that  he 
has  the  most  friendly  feeling  towards  America, 
8bnd  further  on  goes  on  to  say  he  regards  it  as  a 
very  selfish  act  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  Then  we  have  the  ocean  mail-services, 
which  perhaps  may  be  said  to  come  in  properly, 
as  they  involve  finance  ;  and  we  have  the  con- 
ference of  Premiers  at  Hobart.  All  this  will 
come  in  under  the  head  of  the  Premier  as 
Foreign  Minister.  But  I  admit  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  that  such  a  great  deal  had  been 
said  by  the  Premier  as  Minister  of  Lands; 
because  I  have  always  thought  that  was  one  of 
the  departments  which  the  Minister  of  Lands 
carefully  looked  after  himself,  and  with  respeot 
to  which  he  brooks  no  interference.  I  think 
if  any  one  will  read  this  report  they  will  see 
nearly  as  much  about  land  and  land-settlement 
as  concerning  finance. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Why  not  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  have  no  objection 
to  it  at  all  in  its  proper  pleice ;  but  the  Trea- 
surer's Financial  Statement  should  not  deal 
with  the  Department  of  Agriculture;  and 
the  Financial  Statement,  one  would  think, 
need  not  include  a  summary  of  the  land- 
for-settlements  report,  and  although  it  is  in> 
teresting,  the  question  of  dairying  and  frozen 
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meat,  and  the  advice  given  by  the  Colonial 
Treasnrer  with  regard  to  ewe  lambs,  are 
hardly  concerned  with  finance.  Then,  again, 
it  has  been  suggested  that  the  rhea  or  ramie 
plant  has  not  much  to  do  with  finance,  although 

I  find  no  objection  to  the  Minister  introducing 
to  New  Zealand  a  plant  which  may  prove  a 
valuable  industry.  Forestry,  again,  is  another 
matter  with  which  the  Liwds  Department 
should  deal.  Although  I  am  glad  to  see  it  is 
not  lost  sight  of,  the  beet-root  sugar  industry 
ift  also  connected  with  lands.  I  have  been  at 
some  difficulty,  also,  to  see  under  what  head 
of  finance  the  census  will  come.  Why  it  is 
so  important  for  us  to  know,  as  a  matter 
of  finance,  that  the  number  of  Free-thinkers 
have  decreased  from  4,475  to  3,988  or  nearly 

II  per  cent.,  I  cannot  understand.  I  think 
it  would  be  much  better,  if  I  might  sug- 
gest it,  that  a  great  maoy  of  these  extra- 
neous matters  should  be  dealt  with  in  the 
reports  of  the  various  departments,  or  in  the 
Oovemor's  Speech,  and  that  the  Financial 
Statement  should  be  confined  solely  to  matters 
of  finance.  Our  printing  expenses  are  always 
increasing.  The  reports  seem  to  be  getting  so 
voluminous  that  I  do  not  wonder  at  the  ob- 
jection taken  by  the  Government  to  the  eight- 
hours  day  in  the  Printing- office.  I  shall  not 
have  time,  Sir,  to  deal  with  all  the  matters  in 
the  Financial  Statement.  There  are  fifty-two 
euhjects,  and  there  are  only  sixty  minutes  to 
speak  in,  so  that  if  I  were  to  touch  on  them  all 
I  should  have  to  fiit  from  fiower  to  fiower  and 
•only  be  able  to  devote  a  minute  and  an  eighth 
to  each.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself 
ohiefiy  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the  Budget, 
because  I  think  it  is  that  which  should  be 
brought  before  the  House  in  the  Budget  debate. 
In  dealing  with  the  finances,  I  think,  the  last 
speaker  has  been  rather  depreciative.  He  has 
pointed  out  that  the  revenue  is  estimated  at  less 
for  the  next  year  than  for  the  last  year,  and 
the  expenditure  is  proposed  to  be  increased ; 
And  I  myself  think  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
should  go  nearer  the  mark  than  he  has  done. 
I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  a  sound  finance, 
and  of  raising  a  good  deal  more  revenue  than 
we  want  for  revenue  purposes  only;  but  I 
think  most  honourable  members  will  agree 
that  we  should  make  our  estimates  a  good 
•deal  nearer  the  mark.  For  instance,  the  whole 
of  the  receipts  for  last  year  were  overestimated 
with  the  exception  of  six  items.  However, 
these  are  small  details.  Every  one  in  the 
country  will  acknowledge  that  the  position  of 
our  finances  at  the  present  time  is  very  strong. 
We  have  passed  through  a  good  many  years 
of  depression,  and  there  have  been  years  in 
the  history  of  the  colony  when  we  have  had 
deficits,  and  have  been  obliged  to  issue  de- 
ficiency bills.  We  had  the  prophecy  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton  in  1898  that 
we  were  **  galloping  to  a  deficit  "  in  the  future. 
That  has  not  proved  to  be  the  fact.  Since 
1891  we  have  had  surpluses  every  year. 

An  Hon.  Member.— In  1891-92  ? 
Mr.    MONTGOMERY.  — Yes;    £143,966   in 
1891.    The  honourable  member  will  not  quote 


the  figures  of  the  year  1888,  for  instance, 
when  there  was  a  deficit  of  £128,000.  There 
have  been  surpluses  every  year  since  1889, 
though  until  the  present  year  they  were  always 
disputed.  We  have  always  had  some  one,  either 
the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  or  the 
member  for  Bruce,  getting  up  and  explaining 
to  U8  that  these  surpluses  were  really  bogus. 
I  was  very  pleased  this  year  to  see  that,  ap- 
parently for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
colony's  finance,  there  has  actually  been  no 
doubt  that  there  was  a  surplus. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  first  time  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Not  the  first  surplus, 
but  the  first  time  it  has  been  recognised  all 
over  the  House.  I  admit  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu  did  himself  recognise 
that  there  was  a  surplus  last  year;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  at 
that  time  said  there  was  a  deficit  of,  I  think, 
£129,000. 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  allow  that? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No;  but  I  know  how 
he  can  make  it  up.  There  must  be  a  difference 
of  opinion  with  regard  to  these  matters.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  City, 
Mr.  Lewis,  does  not  always  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  freights,  for  instance ;  and  we  know  that 
there  is  not  absolute  agreement  between  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu  on  the  subject  of 
Bushy  Park.  There  must  be  differences  of 
opinion,  and  when  it  comes  to  matters  of 
figures  these  differences  must  necessarily  be 
accentuated.  You  can  work  figures  round  to 
prove  almost  anything.  I  have  seen  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  in  past 
vears  take  these  surpluses,  roll  them  up  in 
his  hands,  and  talk  about  figures  till  there 
appeared  to  be  no  surplus  at  all,  just  as  we  see 
a  juggler  do  the  same  thing  with  a  ball.  He 
makes  the  ball  disappear  apparently,  but  we 
know  that  it  is  there  somewhere  all  the  same. 
So  we  know  that  the  surplus  is  there  all  right,* 
although  for  the  time  being  it  may  seem  to 
disappear.  With  regard  to  these  differences  of 
opinion,  it  reminds  me  of  a  story  in  one  of  the 
recent  poems  of  Kipling,  called  the  **  Story  of 
Ung."  Ung  was  a  poet  and  a  painter,  and 
lived  about  the  Pliocene  period.  Some  one 
crioitized  Ung's  paintings  and  poems  —  ad- 
versely, it  appears  —  and  he  complained  of 
these  criticisms  to  his  father,  and  said  he 
thought  his  critics  were  wrong.  His  father 
said,  "  Nonsense  ;  there  are  lots  of  other  ways 
of  doing  these  things  besides  the  way  you  do 
it."  The  moral  of  the  story  is  put  in  the  last 
two  lines  of  the  poem.    They  are  these  : — 

There  are  five-and-thirty  ways  of  construoting  tribal 

lays, 
And  each  and  every  one  of  these  is  right. 

It  is  very  much  the  same  with  regard  to  the 
surpluses— the  five-and-thirty  different  .esti- 
mates are  all  right  in  a  way.  It  depends 
entirely  from  what  point  of  view  you  regard 
them.  Members  of  the  Opposition  wish  to 
strike  of!  the  balance  carried  forward  from  last 
year,  but  they  would  not  agree  at  the  same 
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time  to  strike  ofif  the  amount  which  wm  ferans- 
feized  to  the  Public  Works  Sinking  Fund.  If 
they  wished  to  be  fair  the  amount  transferred 
last  year  to  the  Public  Works  Sinking  Fund — 
£160,000— should  come  out  of  the  surplus  of 
last  year.  Any  one  who  will  refer  to  the 
Financial  Statement  of  last  year  will  see  that 
it  was  said  that  the  surplus  would  be  partly  dis- 
posed of  by  the  transfer  of  £150,000  to  the  Public 
Works  Fund,  and  therefore  it  is  most  certainly 
unfair  to  say  that  you  should  exclude  the  bal- 
ance brought  forward — the  £215,558— but  that 
you  should  include  the  £150,000  which  was 
transferred  to  the  Public  Works  Fund.  Then, 
again,  there  is  another  difierence  which  may 
arise  with  regard  to  the  territorial  revenue— 
the  cash  I  and- sales.  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
admit  that  in  a  strong  system  of  accounts  we 
should  not  have  the  cash  land-sales  included  ; 
and  I  think,  too,  that,  while  the  Government 
has  been  reforming  everything  else,  they  should 
have  reformed  our  finance  to  this  extent.  But 
surely  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  would  be 
a  reform  that  would  be  made  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  ihe  colony,  for  this  has  been 
done  from  time  immemorial.  I  refer  to  these 
cash  land-sales ;  and  surely  to  complain  of  this 
item  is  only  a  question  of  the  pot  calling  the 
kettle  black  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition. 
I  think  it  is  a  matter  that  all  sides  of 
the  House  should  be  prepared  to  congratu- 
late the  country  on — the  fact*  that  we  have 
a  much  more  buoyant  revenue  than  we  had 
before.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  just  sat  down  to  point 
out  that  a  good  deal  of  this  increase  is  due  to 
Customs;  but  I  would  point  out  that  that  does 
not  account  for  everything — that  not  only  have 
the  Customs  increased,  but  that  the  revenue 
from  the  stamps,  for  instance,  has  increased, 
the  land-tax  revenue  has  increased,  the  income- 
tax  revenue  has  increased,  the  railway  reve- 
nue has  increased  during  the  year  by  a  gross 
amount  of  £104,860;  so  that  it  is  not  all  a 
question  of  Customs  excess.  It  may  be  said, 
in  fact,  that  this  year  has  been  one  of  great 
prosperity  in  the  country  to  the  Government. 
I  think  we  should  not  depreciate  such  a  solid 
fact  in  the  finance  of  the  colony,  but  that  all 
sides  of  the  House  should  congratulate  them- 
selves and  the  country  that  it  has  been  a  very 
good  year.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  due  to  the 
Government ;  the  Government  have  been  very 
fortunate  in  having  the  flowing  tide  with  them. 
But  I  do  say  that  when  there  has  been  a  flowing 
tide,  and  our  finances  are  in  a  strong  state,  the 
Opposition  should  at  least  recognise  it — that 
they  should  not  attempt  to  put  it  all  down  to 
the  increase  of  the  Customs.  When  they  know 
that  nearly  every  item  of  revenue  has  increased 
they  should  not  attempt  to  decry  the  Govern- 
ment because  the  Customs  duties,  among  others, 
have  increased.  I  notice  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Clutha  talked  of  the  value  of  land 
coming  down.  It  is  rather  curious  to  notice 
that  the  land-tax  has  gone  up  £12,729,  although 
there  have  been  a  number  of  estates  cut  up 
and  distributed  amongst  the  people  of  the 
country.  This  does  not  look  as  if  the  value 
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of  land  ha«  sone  down.  As  a  matter  of  fact — 
I  am  speaking  for  my  own  distriot  —  tlie 
vcUa0  of  land  in  the  EUesmere  district  baa 
gone  up  on  the  hill  part  at  least  25  per  oeot. 
during  the  last  five  years.  That  is  partly,  bo 
doubt,  owing  to  the  fall  in  interest  which  wats 
accelerated,  at  any  rate,  by  the  Governmenl.  I 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  ob- 
jected to  these  surpluses.  He  said  he  would 
like  to  see  taxation  lowered.  He  would  not 
encourage  the  surpluses ;  but  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  surpluses  have  been  the  cme  un- 
doubted strong  point  in  the  finance  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  has  been  through  the  faot  Uiat 
they,  the  Government,  have  had  surpluses  year 
by  year  that  they  have  been  able  to  tranter 
sums  to  the  public  works,  which  make  a  true 
accrued  sinking  fund.  Let  me  come  to  some 
members  who  have  told  the  House  that  we  are 
departing  from  the  policy  of  Mr.  Ballance,  and 
who  have  said  at  the  same  time  that  the  poUoy 
of  Mr.  Ballance  was  to  construct,  as  far  aa 
possible,  public  works  out  of  revenue.  That  is 
perfectly  true.  But  let  us  look  at  what 
Mr.  Ballance  did.  Did  he  construct  any  more 
public  works  out  of  revenue  than  the  present 
Government  have  done  7  In  the  first  year  he 
was  in  office  he  transferred  £80,000  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund.  That  was  all  the  public 
works  that  were  constructed  out  of  revenue  in 
1891-92,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  that 
amount  was  taken  out  of  the  surplus  left  by  tho 
late  Atkhison  Government.  The  next  year  he 
transferred  £200,000  to  the  Public  Works  Ac- 
count. That  was  in  accordance  with  the  polioy 
he  bad  inaugurated  of  constructing  at  least  a- 
large  part  of  our  public  works  out  of  revenue. 
In  all,  he  constructed  two  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  pounds*  worth  of  public  works  out  A 
revenue.  But,  when  comparisons  are  made 
between  the  Seddon  Government  and  the  Bal- 
lance Government,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  Seddon  Government  have  constructed 
far  more  public  works  out  of  revenue  than 
did  the  Government  of  Mr.  Ballance.  What 
g  QQ  they  have  not  done  is  this :  they 
'  have  not  adopted  the  tapering-on 
policy  suggested  by  the  late  Liberal  chief.  But 
when  it  comes  to  the  question  of  what  they 
spent,  they  have  spent  less  every  year  under 
the  heading  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  than 
Mr.  Ballance  spent  in  1892-93,  and  they  have 
transferred  on  an  average  a  great  deal  more  to 
the  Public  Works  Fund.  For  instance,  they 
have  transferred  last  year,  as  every  one  knows, 
£150,000,  and  the  year  before  £150,000,  the 
year  before  that  £250.000,  and  the  year  before 
that  £250,000 :  in  all,  £800,000  of  revenue  to 
public  works.  I  just  wish,  for  purposes  of 
comparison,  to  take  the  six  years  of  the  Liberal 
Administration,  and  will  point  out  that  during 
that  time  the  Public  Works  Fund  has  had  over 
a  million  pounds  transferred  to  it  from  Conso- 
lidated Fund ;  and  if  that  is  not  a  continuation 
of  the  policy  of  self-reliance  I  should  like  to 
know  what  is.  I  should  illustrate  this :  The 
amount  that  has  been  spent  in  public  works 
in  New  Zealand  during  the  last  six  years 
out   of   the    Public    Works   Fund    has    bee& 
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£9,523,185,  and  Teiy  nearly  half  of  that  has 
been  done  oat  of  the  txansfeis  from  consoli- 
dated revenue — that  is  to  si^,  nearly  half  our 
pnUic  works  have  been  done  oat  of  money 
tiansfers,  and  not  oat  of  direct  loan- money. 
For  instance,  the  transfers  from  consolidated 
revenue  would  have  paid  for  our  immigration, 
oar  roads  and  pobiio  works,  all  our  water- 
raoes  on  goldfields,  oar  telegraph  extension, 
oar  pobiio  buildings,  ligbthoases  and  harbours, 
end  oar  purohases  of  Native  land  under  the 
Pablio  Works  Fond.  Or,  again,  it  would  have 
constrooted  very  nearly  all  our  railways  made 
daring  that  period.  Now,  I  wish  to  pui  it 
fairly  before  members  of  the  House  whether 
it  cannot  really  be  said  that  in  transferring 
80  much  of  our  revenue  we  have  been  pursu- 
ing the  policy  of  self-reliance  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Ballance.  I  wish,  however,  to  point  out,  also, 
that,  whilst  I  do  not  wish  to  say  a  word  against 
Mr.  Ballanoe — ^nothing  can  be  further  from  my 
intention — but  it  was  comparatively  easy  in  the 
year  he  was  in  office  to  adopt  such  a  policy,  be- 
cause he  found  a  very  large  balance  in  the  Public 
Works  Fund  when  he  came  into  office  in  1891, 
and  because  in  1892  £316,532  of  realised  sink- 
ing funds  oame  as  a  windfall  into  the  Public 
Wotks  Fund,  and  that^  of  course,  gave  the 
public-works  policy  a  great  start,  and  enabled 
nim  to  go  on  without  loan  for  a  time  at  least. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  if  the  Pre- 
mier could  get  two  or  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  released  sinking  funds  every  year  he 
would  not  trouble  the  House  about  loans.  I 
wish  to  put  the  matter  in  a  fair  light ;  and  if 
we  compare  the  position  of  the  present  Premier 
with  that  of  Mr.  Ballance  we  find  that  the 
sinking  funds  now  are  almost  exhausted,  and 
Ur.  Seddon  has  not  a  large  balance  left  over 
from  the  previous  Government  in  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  I  woald  like,  however,  to  put 
the  matter  so  as  to  explain  how  far  the 
transfers  from  Goneolidated  Fund  have  been 
transfers  which  can  be  considered  as  part  of 
loan-money,  because  I  have  no  desire  to  put  only 
oDe  side  of  the  case.  For  instance,  in  so  far 
SB  the  Consolidated  Fund  consisted  of  the  local 
bodies'  sinking  funds,  that  was  not  a  fair  trans- 
fer out  of  revenue,  but  practically  out  of  loan. 
Daring  the  last  three  years,  since  the  system 
was  commenced,  we  have  seized,  or  taken,  or 
*  however  you  like  to  put  it,  about  £125,000  of 
local  bodies'  sinking  funds.  The  Premier  well 
knows  that  I  &m  given  to  speaking  on  local 
bodies'  sinking  funds,  and  when  about  it  I  must 
pat  in  a  word  of  warning  here.  I  am  not  going 
o?er  the  whole  history  of  the  question,  al- 
though there  are  a  number  of  new  members 
who  probably  do  not  know  the  details ;  but  I 
venture  to  say,  before  the  session  is  over  we 
will  hear  a  good  deal  more  on  the  subject  of 
local  bodies'  sinking  funds.  I  will  say  this, 
however :  that  I  was  very  much  disappointed 
sfter  reading  the  memorandum  which  ihe  Pre- 
mier let  before  us  before  he  went  to  England, 
where  he  said, — 

"I  am  carefully  considering  whether  the 
time  has  not  arrived,  as  the  finances  of  the 
colony  appear  to  be  able  to  bear  it,  to  dispense 


altogether  with  the  issue  of  debentures  against 
the  accretions  of  sinking  fund  derived  from  the 
loans  to  local  bodies.  Probably  next  session  I 
shall  ask  you  to  have  the  law  amended  in  this 
direction." 

Is  the  Premier  going  to  ? 

Mr.  BEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY. —  I  am  very  alad  to 
hear  it.  Why  did  you  not  put  it  m  the 
Financial  Statement  ? 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— The  Statement  is  too  long 
already. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY. --They  might  have 
made  it  a  line  or  two  longer,  and  out  out  the 
rhea  or  ramie  plant.  What  he  did  say  in  the 
Financial  Statement  was,  "  I  do  not  intend 
after  the  31st  March  next  " 

Mr.  SEDDON.—To  take  the  money  from 
such  a  source. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.--"  To  issue  deben- 
tares."  But,  I  appeal  to  the  House,  why 
should  he  not  continue?  If  it  is  right  at 
one  time  it  is  right  for  ever ;  if  it  is  wrong 
it  has  been  wrong  all  the  time ;  and  the  Pre- 
mier does  not  appear  to  realise  the  fact. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — We  are  getting  good 
gradually. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Yes.  The  honour- 
ahle  gentleman  has  consulted  the  leading 
financiers  in  England,  and  I  hope  is  reform- 
ing in  this  respect.  He  has  a  very  good  year 
to  reform  in — he  has  a  very  large  surplus.  If 
I  remember  right,  it  was  Becky  Sharp  who 
said  it  was  ecksy  to  be  virtuous  on  £5,000  a 
year.  Now,  what  excuse  oan  we  find  for  the 
Premier  when  he  has  a  surplus  of  £854,000  ?* 
Surely  he  might  have  been  so  virtuous  as 
not  to  seize  the  local  bodies'  sinking  funds  this 
year  at  least.  I  have  got,  perhaps,  a  little  o£E 
my  argument.  I  have  always  been  opposed 
to  the  seizing  of  these  funds,  and,  if  a 
vote  comes  up  iu  any  shape  or  form,  I 
shall  vote  against  it,  whether  the  question 
comes  up  this  session  or  next  session.  I  men- 
tion that  as  a  suggestion  to  the  Government 
that  this  Bill  we  have  been  promised  should  be 
brought  in  forthwith,  or  very  soon,  at  any  rate. 
I  was  going  to  pomt  out  how  far  our  public- 
works  expenditure  has  been  made  up  of  revenue, 
and  how  far  it  has  not.  There  has  been 
£125,000  of  local  bodies'  sinking  funds,  or  there- 
abouts, used — you  cannot  get  the  exact  amount, 
because  it  is  not  given.  There  was  £905,000  of 
Consolidated  Fund  transferred,  making  up  a 
total  of  £1,030,000.  There  have  been  sinking 
funds  realised  £454,199,  and  you  may  put  the 
rest  loan,  £1,037,936 ;  so  that,  putting  it,  as  I 
wish  to  do,  fairly,  we  have  £900,000  of  revenue 
devoted  to  loan  purposes :  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Glatha  thinks  this  is  wrong.  He 
does  not  believe,  apparently,  in  raising  any  more 
revenue  than  is  required!  Very  well.  Are 
we  to  borrow  more  money  for  public  works 
or  are  we  not  ?  I  should  like  him  to  point  out 
how  you  are  going  to  do  it.  The  best  sinking 
funds  we  oan  have  is  the  excess  of  revenue 
over  expenditure.  My  opinion  about  sinking 
funds  has  changed  a  good  deal  since  I  have 
been  in  the  House.    I  thought  at  one  tim& 
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they  were  very  safe,  very  seoare,  very  sound 
inventions;  bat  since  I  have  been  in  the 
House — since  I  have  been  on  the  Looal  Bills 
Committee,  and  have  seen  how  the  Dunedin 
Harbour  Board  wished  to  emulate  the  Premier 
in  the  seizing  of  sinking  funds,  and  how  other 
Harbour  Boards  wished  to  do  the  same,  I  am 
convinced  the  whole  system  of  sinking  funds 
is  useless,  and  that  unless  we  can  adopt  some 
new  form  of  sinking  funds,  either  in  the 
shape  of  a  drawing  loan — and  even  that  has 
been  got  round — or  in  the  shape  of  excess 
of  revenue  over  expenditure  for  expenditure 
on  public  works,  there  is  no  security  as  to 
the  position  of  sinking  funds.  It  is  not  fair  to 
put  temptation  in  the  way  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  because  experience  has  shown  that 
when  temptation  comes  round  Colonial  Trea- 
surers are  very  weak  indeed.  Now,  passing  on 
to  the  Public  Works  Fund :  I  may  say  I  was 
relieved  a  good  deal,  as  I  dare  say  a  number  of 
other  honourable  members  were,  to  find  that 
we  were  not  going  to  have  a  big  loan  this  year. 
I  say  '*  this  year  "  a.dvisedly,  because  anybody 
who  reads  the  Statement  will  see  that  there  is 
•an  opening  left  for  a  loan  some  time  in  the 
future ;  and  it  is  a  good  deal  in  the  nature  of 
flying  a  kite  when  we  read  that  these  matters 
■are  being  taken  *'  into  careful  consideration,'* 
and  a  vigorous  policy  in  respect  to  completing 
the  North  Island  Trunk,  the  Otago  Central,  ana 
other  railways  is  also  '*  worthy  of  considera- 
tion." It  looks  rather  as  if  paving  the  way  for 
« loan. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— For  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  I  would  have 
thought  that  the  Premier  would  be  the  lasc 
man  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  loan  for  the 
Opposition.  But  we  have,  at  any  rate,  plenty  of 
ways  and  means  without  a  loan  for  this  year. 
We  have  ways  and  means  amounting  to 
£582,000  for  public  works,  and  if  we  add  rail- 
ways, £200,000,  coming  to  £782,000.  And  while  I 
mention  railways  I  would  like  to  say  this :  I 
have  no  objection  at  all  to  this  loan  for  new  roll- 
ing-stock—  new  stock.  And  I  say  this:  The 
Minister  for  Railways  is  a  Minister  who  has  the 
confidence  of  the  House,  but  he  will  lose  that 
confidence  if  he  invests  any  of  that  £200,000  in 
maintenance  of  railways ;  and  it  will  be  watched 
very  carefully  by  members  of  the  House  that 
this  loan-money  is  used  for  capital  expenditure, 
and  not  to  swell  the  apparent  revenue  from  the 
railways.  The  lowering  of  the  freights  for  stock, 
for  firewood,  and  other  things  has  undoubtedly 
induced  the  necessity  for  a  large  expenditure 
on  rolling-stock,  and  I  am  the  first  to  say  that 
we  cannot  make  new  stock  or  new  lines  out  of 
expenses.  It  is  only  fair  that  the  Minister  for 
Railways  should  have  a  clear  Expenses  Account. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  Land  Improvement 
Account,  we  have  rather  a  serious  admission  in 
the  Statement.  I  had  always  thought  that  the 
Land  Improvement  Account  was  intended  to 
be  reproductive.  When  I  saw  that  it  was  put 
on  the  non-productive  side  of  that  table  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  cut  so  much  to  pieces,  I  was 
-quite  shocked.  We  had  always  heard  this  ez- 
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penditure  was  going  to  be  charged  on  the 
Crown  lands,  charged  on  the  improved  farms  ; 
but  now,  apparently,  we  are  told  that  it  is  in 
the  same  position  as  roads  under  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  Well,  all  I  can  say  is  this :  If  the 
Minister  brought  that  Bill  down  in  1894  and  said 
that  this  would  be  so  the  Bill  would  not  have 
obtained  the  same  favour  with  the  House  that 
it  did .  This  Land  Improvement  Account  should 
be  entirely  reproductive,  and  we  should  ininst 
on  all  maps  and  plans  being  given  of  the  Crown 
lands  that  are  improved  by  these  roads.  I 
asked  the  Minister  of  Lands  last  session  if  he 
would  furnish  maps  and  plans  to  go  with  the 
Land  Improvement  Account,  so  that  we  might 
know  what  Crown  lands  were  being  improved. 
The  Minister  of  Lands  said  I  could  find  them 
all  down  at  the  office.  As  we  had  only  about 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  time  the  estimates 
came  down  I  did  not  have  time  to  find  them.  I 
ask  the  Minister  of  Lands  now,  is  he  prepared, 
with  his  estimates  of  next  year,  to  give  us  maps 
and  plans  and  a  special  column  showing  where 
the  lands  are  that  are  proposed  to  be  improved, 
and  the  amount  to  be  spent  upon  them  ?  Why 
should  not  the  House  know  it  ?  Why  should 
members  have  to  go  and  find  out  for  themselves 
at  some  Government  office  ?  Why  should  they 
have  to  hunt  round  for  such  information  ?  It 
is  the  right  of  the  House  to  know  what  are  the 
Crown  lands  to  be  improved,  and  we  should 
not  be  told  by  any  Minister  of  Lands  that  we 
can  get  the  information  iE  we  like  to  go  and  find 
out  at  the  office.  And  I  say  that  if  this  Bill 
comes  up  again  I  will  not  be  one  to  vote  for  ic. 
While  I  am  speaking  of  the  Land  Improvemeuc 
Account  I  might  call  attention  to  another 
clerical  error.  Probably  the  Premier  is  aware 
of  it.  The  amount  of  £208,000  should  be 
£218,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Palpably  a  typographical 
error. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Undoubtedly.  I  just 
mentioned  it  as  a  clerical  error,  and  not  with 
any  intention  of  making  any  point  against  the 
Government.  The  next  subject  I  wish  to  deal 
with  is  light  railways.  I  have  not  the  time  to 
go  into  the  whole  subject  of  light  railways,  but 
it  looks  as  if  the  Government  were  flying  a 
kite;  and  if  the  Premier  or  the  Minister  for 
Railways  wants  to  know  the  opinions  oi  mem- 
bers of  the  House  on  light  railways  I  can  give 
mine  in  a  very  short  compass.  I  think  our 
railways  are  quite  light  enough  already.  The 
Premier  has  been  all  over  the  world  since  last 
session,  and  he  has  not  seen,  I  am  sure,  rail- 
ways lighter  than  ours,  unless  he  has  been 
to  see  some  of  the  mine  railways  in  Wales. 
In  Australia  they  are  very  much  heavier,  in 
England  they  are  very  much  heavier,  and  in 
America  they  are  heavier;  and  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  any  system  of  light  railways  being 
introduced  at  all.  It  is  stated  that  this  ques- 
tion of  light  railways  is  to  be  referred  to  the 
Railways  Committee,  and  I  wish  to  congratulate 
the  Government  on  the  fact  that  they  are  re- 
ferring some  of  these  questions  to  some  of  the 
Committees,  and  I  do  not  see  why  they  should 
stop  at  railways.    Why  should  we  not  have  the 
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qoestion  of  roads— why  should  we  no!  haTe 
Ihe  question  of  how  it  would  pay  to  extend  the 
Otago  Central — brought  before  the  Bail  ways 
Committee  ?  And  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Railway  ? 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb. — And  the  Main  South 
Boad  from  Hokitika  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— And  the  Main  South 
Road  from  Hokitika.  The  Midland  Railway, 
it  is  only  fair  to  say,  has  come  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee;  but  why  shoqld 
not  all  these  matters  which  come  under 
the  oognisanoe  of  us  as  members  of  the 
House  be  made  known  to  us  so  that  we 
are  in  a  position  to  know  what  should 
be  done  before  we  are  asked  to  yote  sums  for 
them  on  the  estimates  at  very  early  hours 
in  the  morning  ?  And  I  may  say,  further,  in 
connection  with  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
it  is  against  all  constitutional  practice  that  we 
should  vote  money  before  we  know  what  we  are 
going  to  vote  it  for.  Take  the  case  of  a  Road 
Board,  a  County  Council,  or  any  town  authority, 
and  you  will  see  that  before  money  is  borrowed 
they  know  what  work  is  required  to  be  done ;  it 
18  the  constitutional  practice.  It  is  no  use 
saying  that  other  Governments  have  done  the 
same  thing  before.  That  is,  of  course,  the  fact, 
and  there  is  no  good  done  by  the  Opposition 
complaining ;  but  we  had  hopes  that  when  the 
Liberal  Government  came  into  office  they  woald 
reform.  Now,  I  just  wish  to  notice  the  million 
loan,  and  the  proposal  to  increase  the  number 
of  years  for  which  the  loan  is  to  extend.  I 
would  say  first  that  I  am  glad  to  see  the  million 
loan  put  down  clearly  as  a  loan.  It  is  the 
first  time,  I  think,  that  the  word  **loan"  has 
occurred.  It  has  been  called  by  several  names 
before,  but  now  we  have  the  word  '*  loan."  I 
believe  in  calling  a  spade  a  spade  and  a  loan 
a  loan.  But  the  Premier  suggests  that  we 
should  extend  the  length  of  time  of  the  stock 
of  the  loan ;  and  the  ground  given  is  that  we 
would  lose  2  per  cent,  if  we  do  not  extend  it. 
Now,  take  some  of  the  loans  floated  ten  or 
twenty  years  ago,  and  how  small  2  per  cent. 
appears  now  1  They  are  quoted  up  to  118, 
some  of  them.  And  we  have  only  to  go 
back  to  1895,  to  take  the  million-and-a-half 
loan  that  was  raised  at  94.  Where  is  it 
now?  It  is  at  100  already,  in  this  short 
space  of  time,  and  instead  of  2  per  cent, 
there  is  a  rise  of  6  per  cent.  So  that,  if 
the  only  inducement  we  have  to  lengthen  our 
period  of  years  is  that  we  shall  get  2  per  cent. 
more,  we  can  say  it  is  better  to  get  2  per  cent, 
less  and  have  the  option  of  paying  ofi  the  loan 
at  a  reasonably  short  period  of  time.  And, 
talking  of  the  rate  of  interest  of  the  loan,  I 
notioe  that  the  Post-Office  Saving-Bank  propose 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  8  per  cent.,  and 
that  is  probably  the  maximum,  the  minimum 
coming  down  to  2^  per  cent.  It  seems  curious 
that  when  we  cannot  find  people  to  invest  in  our 
million  loan  we  are  still  keeping  up  the  Consols 
Account,  because  in  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank,  for  small  sams  of  money,  we  are  only 
offering  3  per  cent.,  and  in  the  Consols  Account, 
for  large  sums — in  one  case  £150,000 — ^we  are 


giving  S^  per  cent.     That    seems   a  curious 
policy. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—The  issue  of  an  Order  in 
Council  would  stop  that. 

Mr.  MOKTQOMBRY.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
that.  If  you  would  stop  the  whole  of  the 
Consols  Account  it  would  be  a  good  thing ;  it 
would  harm  no  one.  I  think  it  has  not  done 
any  good.  I  admit  it  was  instituted  with  a 
most  laudable  aim.  We  heard  all  about  the 
savings  in  the  stockings  and  other  things  at  the 
time,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  have  e£Eeoted  that 
purpose,  and  the  sooner  it  is  closed  up  the 
oetter.  We  have  too  many  accounts,  and  we 
want  to  consolidate  our  finance  and  close  up 
some  of  them.  We  might  deal  in  that  way 
with  the  Land  Improvement  Account  and  the 
Consols  Account ;  and  if  we  can  in  any  way 
simplify  the  accounts  so  much  the  better.  I 
do  not  think,  however,  that  the  accounts  are 
very  complicated :  if  honourable  members  will 
only  give  them  a  little  study  they  will  imder- 
stand  thenu 

Mr.  HOGG.— What  about  the  advances  to 
settlers  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  I  admit  there 
is  a  great  deal  in  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says,  because  when  the  Government 
brought  in  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  which 
I  cordially  supported,  and  which  I  still  support, 
the  interest  was  high,  and  the  Gk>vernment  was 
the  means  of  lowering  that  interest ;  but  when 
we  have  introduced  money  into  the  country 
and  lowered  the  rate  of  interest  it  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Colonial  Treasurer  how  far  we 
should  continue  that  system  if  money  can  be 
obtained  as  cheaply  from  private  money- 
lenders. With  regard  to^  small  loans  to  small 
settlers,  it  is  as  well,  perhaps,  that  we  should 
continue  to  give  them  the  advantages  of  the 
cheap  money,  because  they  can  get  it  cheaper 
from  the  Government  than  from  anybody 
else.  But,  with  regard  to  the  general  sys- 
tem, it  is  questionable  how  far  we  should  keep 
it  up  and  complicate  our  accounts,  and  how 
far  we  should  continue  to  act  as  a  lending 
institution  when  the  purpose  desired  hfui  been 
achieved.  Now,  Sir,  my  time  is  going  on.  I 
have  a  note  on  the  old-age  pensions.  A  good 
many  people  have  made  light  of  the  intentions 
of  the  Premier  in  this  matter.  I  think  he  has 
given  fair  evidence  that  he  intends  to  do  some- 
thing practical  by  putting  aside  a  large  amount 
to  what  we  may  call  a  Suspense  Account — and, 
as  far  as  the  number  of  people  who  have  sent 
in  claims  are  concerned,  it  will  be  a  "sus- 
pense" account.  But  that  will  not  be  the 
Premier's  fault.  We  aJl  know  that  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill  is  not  a  thing  that  the  Govern- 
ment can  bring  in  and  pass  in  a  night.  It  re- 
quires a  great  deal  of  consideration,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  if  the  Premier  can  evolve  a  suitable 
Bill  he  is  prepared  and  willing  to  do  so, 
even  at  the  cost  of  some  finance.  I  am  not 
going  into  the  old-age  pensions  now  —  I  will 
take  the  opportunity  later  on  —  but  I  would 
suggest  that  in  the  Bill  to  be  brought  down 
there  should  be  some  of  these  principles  in- 
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eladed — namely,  (1)  encouragement  of  thrift;' 
(2)  a  clear  finance,  so  that  we  may  know  how 
the  money  is  to  be  raised  and  exaotly  in  what 
way;  (8)  provision  for  a  great  deal  «f  local 
administration.  The  local  bodies,  who  are 
apparently  going  to  get  off  paying  for  chari- 
table aid,  should  have  a  hand  in  the  working 
of  the  scheme,  and  should  contribute  to  it, 
because  the  tendency  now  is  to  centralisa- 
tion, and  the  whole  tendency  of  centralisation, 
I  think,  is  to  increase  the  cost  and  decrease 
the  efficiency  where  local  knowledge  Is 
necessary.  I  have  no  time  to  go  into  that 
now,  but  I  will  later  on.  Amongst  a  multi- 
tude of  subjects  mentioned  in  the  Financial 
Statement  I  note  that  one  has  been  omitted, 
and  not  the  least  important.  It  seems  curious 
when  we  have  guaranteed  a  loan  of  two  mil- 
lions, when  we  have  guaranteed  the  deficit 
on  debentures  of  £2.784,000,  and  when  we 
have  taken  up  £500,000  preferred  shares  in 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand — in  which  we  are  so 
largely  interested  financially— that  no  reference 
is  made  to  it  in  the  Financial  Slatement.  I 
am  wrong,  perhaps,  in  saying  there  is  no  re- 
ference. There  is  a  reference,  and  the  reference 
is  to  say  that  the  interest  has  been  increased 
by  some  £17,000  owing  to  the  deferred-pay- 
ment shares.  When  I  read  about  it  at  first 
it  seemed  to  mean  that  the  '  colony  had 
not  been  reimbursed,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  only  right  to  say  that  the  money  has 
been  paid  over  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
and  has  not  been  a  charge  on  the  tax- 
payers, and  I  think  we  should  have  some  short 
statement  on  the  subject.  I  am  quite  aware 
it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  bring  the  bank  on 
the  fioor  of  the  House,  and  if  the  Cabinet  wish 
it  not  to  be  done  I  would  not  press  it.  I  only 
mention  that  it  is  an  awkward  thing  when  so 
much  finance  is  mixed  up  with  the  bank  and 
we  cannot  discuss  it.  We  are  bringing  up  the 
bank  too  often.  It  has  been  brought  up  half  a 
dozen  times  this  session,  and  it  would  perhaps 
bA  as  well  to  have  a  close  season  for  banks, 
except  in  the  Financial  Statement  and  Bank- 
ing Bill ;  but,  at  any  rate,  we  should  have  some 
time  given  us  to  discuss  a  subject  in  which  the 
colony  is  so  much  interested.  Sir,  my  time  is 
QQ  going  on,  and  I  cannot  deal  with 
everything.  But  I  will  not  sit  down 
before  I  deal  with  the  subject  of  forestry,  and 
T  shall  not  have  dealt  with  it  for  the  first 
time  in  this  House.  When  I  moved  the 
Address  in  Reply  in  1894  I  ended  up  with 
a  plea  for  the  preservation  of  our  national 
scenery.  Next  session  I  brought  the  ques- 
tion of  the  destruction  of  the  forests  in 
the  Rai  Valley  before  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
and  I,  along  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  and  others,  have 
consistently  opposed  the  taking-away  of  our 
forest  reserves ;  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see,  even 
at  this  late  hour,  that  something  is  going  to  be 
done,  apparently,  to  preserve  our  forests.  We 
have,  perhaps,  the  finest  scenery,  and  as  fine 
forests,  as  anywhere  in  the  world,  and  because 
we  have  such  fine  scenery  and  so  much  of  it 
we  are,  apparently,  absolutely  prodigal  of  it. 
Mr.  Montgomery 


We  are  willing  to  let  people  bum  our  timber ; 
we  are  willing  to  let  them  out  it  down  whole- 
sale ;  and  we  take  no  trouble  in  the  matter  of 
its  preservation  at  «kll.  We  are,  in  fact,  killing 
the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg.  In  the 
futnre  we  may  hope  to  have  a  large  tourist 
traffio  in  New  Zealand,  and  what  will  the 
tourist  people  lay  when  they  come  out  here 
hoping  to  find  forests  of  bush  along  our  railway- 
lines,  and  are  informed  ihat  they  are  all 
destroyed  ?  If  they  go  through  the  Manawatu 
Gorge  they  will  see  the  bush  burnt  down  even 
there.  They  go  up  the  Manawatu  Railway- 
line,  and,  instead  of  the  native  bush  which  used 
to  grow  BO  luxuriantly  there,  they  find  it  nearly 
all  gone,  and  in  its  plaoe  clumps  of  Maoro- 
oarpa.  They  come  to  Wellington,  and  they 
fail  to  see  any  of  the  maiden  bush  about  the 
harbour.  Why  is  this  ?  It  is  because  we  have 
been  continually  neglecting  our  forests.  The 
same  will  apply  to  our  timber.  Every  one 
who  goes  through  the  North  Island  and  in 
the  bush  settlements  will  toll  us  what  a  crying 
shame  it  is  that  we  are  destroying  this  great 
national  asset,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see— it 
is  no  use  crying  over  spilt  milk — that  we  are 
going  to  do  something  bettor  in  the  future. 
What  should  we  do  ?  I  say  we  should  do  this : 
that  wherever  there  is  fine  bush  near  any  of 
the  settlements  in  the  North  Island,  along  any 
of  the  tourist  routes,  that  bush  should  be  ah> 
Bolutely  preserved,  and  a  curator  appointed  to 
look  after  it ;  where  we  have  fine  forest  land 
and  timber  trees  those  forests  should  be  oare- 
fully  preserved,  and  we  should  not  have,  as 
in  the  Wairarapa,  beautiful  totara  foreste 
destroyed  by  fire.  And  some  bush  should  be 
preserved  along  the  Manawatu  Railway.  I 
shall  put  one  special  case  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  The  case  I  wish  to  put  is  that  of  the 
Otira  Gk>rge.  We  c^e  running  the  railway 
from  Jackson's  in  that  direction ;  and  through 
that  gorge  we  have  some  of  the  finest  scenery 
in  the  world,  and  this  railway  must  destroy 
it.  What  I  should  suggest  is  this :  that  the 
whole  of  that  Otira  Gorge  and  that  Teremakaa 
Valley  there  should  be  made  a  nationsJ  park 
for  New  Zealand.  Now,  in  America,  on  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  particularly,  they 
have  a  fine  national  park  on  the  summit  of 
the  hills.  We,  in  New  Zealand,  have  no 
national  scenery-parks  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Tongariro. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  I  except  that. 
There  is  that,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  other 
oases.  But  if  this  was  in  Italy,  if  this  was  in 
France,  why,  they  would  preserve  that  scenery 
as  dearly  as  they  would  preserve  any  other 
asset;  and  I  hope  something  may  be  done 
immediately,  and  in  a  way  whioh  will  bring 
this  matter  to  a  practical  issue.  I  only  wish. 
Sir,  that  our  Agent-General  in  England,  who 
takes  such  an  interest  in  the  New  Zealand 
scenery  and  forests,  were  here  to  advocate  this 
subject  and  impress  upon  you  ito  importance. 
He  would  do  it  very  much  better  than  I  can. 
But,  as  he  is  not  here,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
quote  a  verse  of  his  poetry,  called  "The  Passing 
of  the  Forest.*'    It  runs  this  way : — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Fimanefial 


[UOOSH.] 


Statement. 


87 


Ifightr  Are  axe  and  Are,  deitroyen  twain, 
Swift  servants  of  the  aroh-destroyer  man ; 

And  he  is  mighty  as  he  hews  amain— 
Bronsed  pioneer  of  nations.    Bnt  to  scan 

The  mined  wonder  never  wrought  a«{alnt 
The  ravased  beauty  God  alone  eonid  plan. 

Forces  the  thought.  Is  this  the  price  we  pay— 

The  price  for  progresa— beauty  swept  away  ? 

I  think  the  Minister  of  Lands  may  well 
remember  the  words  of  his  colleague  on  this 
matter,  and  I  hope  a  great  deal  will  be  done 
before  next  session  to  preserve  our  forests  and 
oar  timber. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIE.— Who  is  the  author  of 
hat? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— W.  P.  Reeves. 

An  Hon.  MxMBXB. — ^It  is  not  yours  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— No,  Sir.el  am  not 
huilt  that  way.  But  it  is  a  fine  poem,  and  I 
should  be  glad  if  the  Minister  of  Lands  will 
read  that  poem.  I  will  give  it  to  him  type- 
written if  he  wishes  it.  Now«  before  I  sit  down 
I  would  like  to  touch  on  another  subject.  Sir, 
I  was  going  to  speak,  if  I  had  had  half  an  hour 
more,  on  some  Imperial  matters.  I  was  going 
to  allude  to  not  the  least  important  passage 
in  the  Financial  Statement— that  which  deals 
with  the  conference  of  the  Premiers  with  the 
Secretary  of  State.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
one  who  has  spoken  on  the  subject  of  the 
Financial  Statement  has  said  a  word  about  it ; 
and  I  think,  in  this  year— this  Jubilee  year— we 
ought  to  consider  not  only  our  own  parochial 
politics,  but  also,  as  we  are  a  part  of  the  Empire, 
that  Imperial  politics  are  equally  our  politics. 
We  seem  to  an  extent  to  neglect  these,  partly  be- 
cause we  are  so  far  away,  and  partly  because 
we  are  not  interfered  with  as  the  colonies  of 
some  other  nations  are.  But  we  should  re- 
member we  derive  great  advantages  in  being  a 
part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  we  should  take 
every  opportunity  to  keep  those  advantages. 
We  should  take  every  opportunity  of  consoli- 
dating the  Empire,  and  of  doing  any  little  we 
can  to  put  it  on  a  firm  and  strong  footing. 
England  has  done  a  great  deal  for  us  lately. 
She  has  denounced  those  commercial  treaties  ; 
and  any  one  reading  the  educational  reports 
will  nee  that  the  schools  in  England  are  now 
making  a  special  subject  of  colonial  geography. 
She,  too,  is  willing  to  onen  her  markets  to  us 
as  to  all  nations.  Oanada,  too,  has  done  some- 
thing: she  has  passed  a  Reciprocal  Tariff 
Bill  which  gives  England  a  preference  under 
a  most  -  favoured  -  nation  clause.  The  Gape 
has  given  a  war-ship  worth  a  million  pounds. 
Austoaiia  likewise  has  done  something— at 
any  rate,  sent  soldiers  to  the  Soudan;  and 
New  South  Wales  has  opened  her  ports  to  all 
the  nations  of  the  world.  And  I  think  we  in  New 
Zealand  should  do  something  too.  When  we 
come  to  the  suggestions  in  the  Budget — that  is, 
when  we  are  revising  our  Oustoms  duties — we 
should  favour  England  and  her  colonies.  I 
believe  we  should  do  all  we  can  to  stick  together, 
and  that,  wherever  we  have  a  choice  as  between 
a  foreign  ship  or  steamer  and  an  English  one, 
foreign  sailors  or  syndicates  compared  with 
English  ones,  we  should  always  choose  the 
English  or  the  colonial  one.    In  that  way,  by 


keeping  our  money  among  our  own  people,  we 
shall  be  increasing  the  strength  of  the  colonies 
and  of  England,  and  making  ourselves  into  a 
federation  against  the  world.  We  have  now  a 
VaneouTer  steam-service  question,  and  I  was 
sorfy  to  see  in  to-day's  paper  that  no  tenders 
had  been  received  for  the  Oanadian  service 
across  the  Atlantic.  But  if  we  have  two 
steam- servioes  very  nearly  equal  in  time — 
and  I  do  not  think  time  is  so  important — I 
say  we  should  give  the  preference  to  the  ships 
that  fly  the  Union  Jack  instead  of  to  those 
that  fly  the  stars  and  stripes.  We  should  do 
all  we  can  to  pave  the  way  for  the  great 
Imperial  federation  which  is  going  to  happen 
in  the  future.'  Federation  seems  to  be  in  the 
air  now.  It  seems  to  be  the  politics  of  the  end 
of  the  century.  The  provinces  of  the  Oana- 
dian Dominion  have  been  federated  ever  since 
1867.  There  is  very  little  doubt  as  to  the 
outcome  of  federation  in  Australia;  we  will 
have  federation  there  within  the  next  five 
years  :  and  I  am  sorry  that  we  did  not  send 
some  one  over  to  the  Conference,  at  least 
to  represent  us.  And  I  have  little  doubt  that 
the  Oape  Colony,  Natal,  Rhodesia,  and  the 
Transvaal  will  be  federated  in  a  few  years. 
And  then  the  time  will  come  for  the  federation 
of  the  whole  British  people,  and  I  hope  that, 
at  any  rate,  we  will  not  ao  anything  to  stop  it. 
I  hope  we  will  do  what  we  can  to  promote  it. 
I  think  .we  should  do  something  to  get  repre- 
sentation in  the  Imperial  Parliament  —  not 
demand  it  as  a  right,  but  ask  that  something 
might  be  done  in  that  direction.  I  haye  not 
time  to  deal  further  with  this  question,  but 
I  would  ask  honourable  members,  when  we  are 
discussing  our  own  parochial  politics,  not  to 
forget  the  fact  that  we  are  a  colony  of  a  very 
large  Empire,  and  that  we  nhould  do  all  we  can 
to  promote  the  federation  and  welfare  of  that 
Empire. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  I  have  listened 
with  extreme  pleasure  to  the  remarks  which 
have  fallen  from  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere.  His  frank  expressions  of  opinion  and 
his  sound  and  sensible  remarks  lead  me  to  the 
conclusion  that,  recognising  the  bulk  of  sound 
sense  is  on  this  side  of  the  House,  he  will  soon 
gravitate  to  these  benches.  The  business  of 
discussing  this  bulky  Budget,  Sir,  requires  so 
much  time  that  I  do  not  purpose  dealing 
fur^er  with  the  remarks  of  tne  last  speaker. 
The  Budget  is  in  keeping  with  our  expen- 
diture and  with  our  debt.  They  alike  are 
growing  steadily,  and  I  do  not  know  where 
the  growth  will  end.  The  first  noticeable 
point  in  regard  to  the  Budget  is  the  fact  of  it 
having  been  laid  on  the  table  instead  of  having 
been  read :  and,  Sir,  learning  from  you  that 
custom  now  overrides  the  new  Standing  Orders, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why.  It  has  been 
the  custom  for  the  last  forty  years  that  the 
Financial  Statement  should  be  read  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  Committee  of  Supply, 
not  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.  I  fall  to 
understand  how  this  came  about,  and  I  feel 
under  a  grievance  in  respect  to  it.  I  have 
always  enjoyed  sitting  back  comfortably  in  my 
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seat  listening  to  the  Oolonial  Treaaurer  of  the 
day  reading  his  Financial  Statement.  The 
Bight  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  informed 
us  that  he  laid  it  on  the  table  to  save  time. 
Why,  Sir,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
read  it  the  Committee  would  have  heard  it, 
and  the  Treasurer  would  thus  have  saved  sixty- 
nine  other  men  the  task.  And  I  undertake  to 
say  that  there  are  not  ten  men  in  this  House 
who  have  read  the  Statement  through  from  end 
to  end.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  might 
have  saved  me  and  sixty-nine  others  a  great 
loss  of  time  if  he  had  only  read  it  in  the 
ordinary  course.  But  it  is  well  understood  why 
it  was  laid  on  the  table  instead  of  being  read. 
It  was  not  to  save  the  time  of  the  House.  It 
was  to  gain  time  so  that  it  might  be  telegraphed 
to  Dunedin,  and  used  to  influence  the  elec- 
tion which  was  to  take  place  there  the  next 
day.  If  it  had  been  read  in  the  ordinary 
course  it  would  have  been  too  late  to  have 
served  the  purpose  desired,  but  which  happily 
failed;  for  the  Dunedin  electors,  like  those 
in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  are  beginning  to 
resent  the  interference  of  the  Government  in 
elections.  They  will  not  further  tolerate  such 
interference,  and  the  sooner  the  Government 
recognise  it  the  better  for  themselves.  The 
first  thing  on  turning  the  cover  I  come  across 
is  a  portrait  of  Her  Majesty,  and  I  regret  (hat 
the  lilceneBS  of  our  Queen  should  be  framed  in  a 
New  Zealand  Budget,  and  such  a  Budget.  It  is, 
I  think,  an  ill  compliment.  Studying  this  State- 
ment is  like  poking  a  long  pole  into  a  deep  peat- 
bog— ^you  can  touch  nothing  solid.  There  is 
really  little  in  this  Statement  that  we  have  not 
often  seen  before.  The  very  first  paragraph  is 
but  the  last  paragraph  of  the  1896  Statement. 
In  looking  through  the  Statement  paragraph 
by  paragraph  it  is  clear  that  it  is  compiled 
from  all  the  Financial  Statements  of  the  last 
fifteen  to  twenty  years.  I  can  trace  Sir  Julius 
Vogel,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  Mr.  Ballanoe,  and  I 
can  also  trace  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Cannot  you  trace  Sir  Robert 
Stout  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— My  memory  does  not 
carry  me  back  to  any  period  when  Sir  Robert 
Stout  was  Colonial  Treasurer.  Summing  up 
shortly,  but  truly,  this  Statement,  I  should 
characterize  it  as  "  much  to  read,  little  to 
learn,  and  less  to  admire."  In  the  absence  of 
the  Public  Works  Statement  we  are  only  half- 
armed  to  deal  with  the  finances  of  the  colony. 
Where  is  this  Siamese  twin  ? 

An  Hon.  Member.— The  Public  Works  State- 
ment. 

Mi.  RICHARDSON.— *' The  Public  Works 
Statement,"  says  an  honourable  member. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — They  are  synonymous. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.- Just  so.  They  should 
be  now  one.  Sums  are  transferred  from  one 
fund  to  the  other  and  back  again ;  there  is  so 
much  mixing  up,  and  so  much  depends  on  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  in  the  withheld 
Public  Works  Statement,  that  really  it  is 
impossible  to  come  to  a  proper  conclusion  with 
only  one  side  of  the  finance  before  us.  Sir,  a 
man  swims  against  the  current,  a  stick  floats 
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vTith  it.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  used 
to  be  a  strong  swimmer;  he  is  now  drifting 
down  with  the  current  of  public  opinion.  I 
may  say  here,  and  I  do  not  say  it  oflensivelyr 
that  it  appears  to  me  the  Ministers  have  prac- 
tically worked  themselves  down  to  the  position 
of  political  sandwich-board  men,  and  they 
have  done  what  has  been  necessary  for  their 
political  existence  by  advertising  themselves  in 
this  most  notable  way.  This  plan  attracted 
much  attention  at  one  time,  and,  no  doubt,  has 
helped  to  hold  them  where  tbey  are ;  but,  Sir» 
it  is  getting  a  little  tiresome  now.  To  save 
time  I  will  allude  to  only  one  member  of  the 
Ministry,  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  opposite.  Now,  there  is  a  fixed  rule 
with  them  that  the  board  in  front  shall  indi- 
cate what  they  do  not  mean  to  carry,  and  the 
board  at  the  back  shall  inform  you  what  they 
really  do  mean.  They  have  a  series  of  these 
boards,  and  they  bring  them  up  from  time  to 
time  and  walk  around;  but  this  procedure 
does  not  receive  the  same  attention  now  as 
it  did  some  short  time  ago.  Perhaps  the 
first  notable  occasion  when  politically  I  saw 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  walking  out- 
side the  channel  with  the  boards  on,  the 
front  board  read,  "Female  franchise,"  and 
on  the  back  board  I  saw  written,  **  Bother  the 
petticoats."  On  that  occasion.  Sir,  the  will  of 
the  House  was  too  much  for  the  will  of  the 
Premier.  Now,  Sir,  I  see  him  walking  along 
with  a  board  in  front  that  has  been  worn  many 
times  before,  and  now  wants  repainting.  It 
reads,  '*  Old-age  pensions,"  and  the  back  board 
is  blank — a  blank  that  will  not  be  written  upon 
until  this  debate  is  ended,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  found  an  idea  as  to  what 
business  he  can  safely  introduce.  Now,  I 
think  it  is  sad,  it  is  painful,  to  heeu;  a  Minister 
state  from  those  benches  that  he  fears  not 
the  Supreme  Court  Judges,  neither  regards 
he  Magistrates;  to  find  a  Government  that 
will  not  pay  costs  ordered  by  its  own  Court; 
to  find  a  Government  that  so  deliberately 
breaks  its  own  laws.  If  there  are  present  any 
labour  members  I  ask  them  to  listen  to  me. 
You  all  know  that  the  Truck  Act  was  carried 
by  the  present  Government.  You  know  the 
general  tenor  of  that  Act,  and  why  it  waa 
introduced.  I  quote  from  C.-l,  pages  91  and 
92.  This  short  extract  will  enable  you  to  judge 
for  yourselves : — 

*'0n  the  Alfredton- Weber  Road,  at  Mount 
Wolff,  Weber  end,  there  has  been  established 
for  the  past  two  years  a  Government  store, 
which  has  for  its  object  the  supply  of  all  classes 
of  goods  to  the  workmen  employed  on  the 
different  contracts.  No  money  passes,  the 
value  of  the  provisions,  &c.,  being  deducted  on 
the  vouchers  and  pay-sheets  from  the  amounts 
due  to  the  men  whenever  a  payment  is  made.**^ 

Then,  Sir,  it  goes  on  about  "  tools,"  and 
winds  up  with  a  most  businesslike  plan.  I 
admit  that,  but  it  is  contrary  to  the  Truck  Act 
none  the  less — *'  all  charges  for  the  hire  of  these 
tools  are  promptly  deducted  from  the  men's 
pay."  Now,  if  you  will  compare  that  with  the 
Truck  Act  you  will  see  that  the  Government  are 
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doing  iwhat  tbey  have  prohibited  by  statute,  and 
that  it  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  law.  There 
are  so  many  of  these  things,  Sir.  so  many  cases 
of  the  Government  making  a  law  for  themselves 
regardless  of  our  statute  law,  that  I  hardly 
know  where  to  begin  and  where  to  end,  but  I 
Hay  it  is  a  sad  thing  when  those  who  should 
HBt  us  an  example  in  these  matters  set  us  such 
a  bad  example  asi  they  do.  Now,  there  is 
one  case- 1  have  to  allude  to,  whioh  I  find  in 
the  estimates,  and  that  is  the  case  of  3.  Meikle. 
At  Jubilee  time  the  Government  pardoned 
several  prisoners  who  had  been  convicted  of 
various  offences,  from  the  highest  downwards ; 
and  even  if  there  was  a  doubt  in  one  or  more  of 
those  cases  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner — for 
generally  speaking  there  was  no  such  doubt — 
certainly  not  one  of  those  pardoned  men  had 
proved  his  innocence.  Now,  Sir,  this  anfortu- 
iiate  Mr.  Meikle  was  sentenced  to  seven  years 
in  1887  for  sheepstealing.  After  he  was  re- 
leased, with  practically  no  money  or  powerful 
friends,  with  the  taint  of  the  gaol,  with  the 
name  of  an  "  ex-oonviot "  weighing  him  down, 
by  a  perseverance  and  insistency  that  few  jvould 
have  shown  or  could  have  shown,  for  the  sake  of 
his  wife  and  family  he  followed  up  the  matter, 
and,  after  all  this  lapse  of  years,  he  got  evidence 
with  which,  after  one  or  two  failures,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  man  whom  it  pointed  to 
commitced  to  trial  at  the  Supreme  Court,  where 
he  was  sentenced  to  four  years'  imprisonment 
for  perjury.  And  Mr.  Justice  Williams  stated 
to  the  Grand  Jury,  before  the  case  was  heard, 
that  if  it  was  proved  it  was  perfectly  clear  that 
Meikle  hskd  been  wrongfully  convicted.  Now, 
Sir,  this  matter  has  been  before  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  on  two  occasions,  and 
that  Committee  reported  **  that  the  request  of 
the  petitioner  to  have  his  name  removed  from 
the  prison  records  of  the  colony  merits  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Government."  It 
also  recommended  certain  compensation— very 
mnoh  more  than  has  been  paid  or  proffered  to 
be  paid,  in  respect  of  this  case.  But  I  am  not 
going  into  the  financial  aspect  of  the  matter  at 
ail  at  the  present  time.  The  petition  has  been 
again  sent  to  the  Public  Petitions  Committee, 
and  let  that  Committee  deal  with  this  aspect 
of  the  case.  I  am  going  to  deal  only  with  the 
injustice,  the  wrong,  of  the  stigma  which  rests 
upon  this  man's  name  being  allowed  to  oon- 
9  30  ^'°"®'  ^*'»  ^^  appears  to  me  that 
'  justice  should  precede  clemency.  I 
have  no  objection  to  clemency,  but  I  want 
justice;  the  justice  should  have  come  first, 
but  it  has  not.  I  do  not  credit  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  with  wishing  to  do  any- 
thing unfair  by  intentionally  continuing  a 
wrong,  yet  they  have  had  two  reports  of  the 
Petitions  Committee;  they  have  had  an  un- 
usual occasion — the  Jubilee — when  such  mat- 
ters were  brought  distinctly  and  directly  under 
their  notice ;  and  by  some  strange  oversight — 
for  it  can  be  nothing  else— Mr.  Meikie's  name 
was  not  struck  off  the  prison  rolls  of  the  colony. 
To  do  that  would  not  cost  one  penny ;  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  only  got  to  give  in- 
structions and  the  proper  steps  will  be  taken  at 
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once.  He  has  only  to  write  a  line  and  pass  it  to- 
one  of  his  Under-Seoretaries,  and  the  matter 
would  be  under  way  to-morrow  morning.  That 
is  all  I  ask.  I  ask  that  this  compound  interest  of 
wrong  shall  not  be  allowed  to  accumulate,  and 
I  appeal  to  the  Premier  to  do  what  is  neces- 
sary, and  right  this  wrong  forthwith.  Will  the 
Premier  give  me  his  assurance  that  it  will  b» 
done  ?  He  must  know  enough  of  the  circum- 
stances to  know  that  I  have  not  exaggerated 
the  position.  I  am  not  asking  for  money. 
Will  ne  cause  the  pen  of  right  and  justice  to  be 
drawn  through  these  terrible  words  **  ex-oon- 
viot "  ?  I  know  I  cannot  force  the  honourable^ 
gentleman  to  give  me  his  assurance,  but  he 
might  very  properly  have  done  so.  The  re- 
quest is  so  moderate  and  so  just ;  it  is  only 
righting  a  wrong.  Sir.  if  the  honourable- 
gentlemen  opposite  do  this,  in  mv  opinion 
it  will  tell  to  their  advantage  when  their 
own  account  of  "  good  and  evil "  is  made 
up.  This  wrong  should  certainly  be  righted. 
When  a  wrong  is  known  to  exist  it  is  doubled 
if  allowed  to  continue.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  just 
going  to  skate  lightly  over  the  Statement ;  and 
my  reason  for  doing  this  is  because  there  are 
many  people  who  have  not  a  chance  of  seeing 
the  Statement,  and  who  would  little  under* 
stand  it  if  they  did  see  it.  I  am  speakings 
of  course,  of  people  outside  the  House  ;  every- 
body in  this  House,  of  course,  understands  it 
thoroughly.  But  I  intend  putting  in  a  short 
and  simple  manner  the  financial  position,  so 
that  anybody  not  having  the  advantages 
we  have  for  knowing  all  we  know  may  be 
able  to  understand  it.  The  receipts  in  excess 
of  expenditure — that  is  to  say,  the  balance 
to  credit  on  last  year's  transactions— is 
£138,728 ;  and  that,  properly  speaking,  is  the 
profit  of  the  year.  There  is  another  sum. 
brought  forward  from  the  previous  year  of 
£215,558 ;  but  the  £188,728  is  really  the  surplus 
on  the  year's  transactions  ending  31st  March,. 
1897.  We  are  told  that  no  additional  taxation 
is  put  on  the  people.  Our  balance  on  the  year 
is  £138,728 ;  while  from  Customs  alone  we  get 
£169,662  more  than  the  previous  year,  or 
£30,980  more  than  the  balance  we  have  to^ 
credit.  It  is  therefore  quite  fair  to  say  that 
this  large  increase  in  Customs  duties  made 
more  than  the  surplus  on  the  year's  trans- 
actions, as  I  have  shown.  And  as  to  it  not 
being  from  the  Customs — as  we  heeu;  stated 
again  and  again  on  the  Government  benches- 
— all  I  can  say  is  that  the  statement  is  com- 
pletely wrong,  because  on  page  2, 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  have  said,  as  to  the 
increase  from  indirect  taxation,  the  major  por- 
tion comes  through  the  Customs,  through  the 
tariff,  not  that  framed  by  us,  but  by  the 
Atkinson  Government. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  — The  language  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  used  when  composing  this 
document  was,  "a  very  large  increased  con- 
sumption of  dutiable  goods."  It  does  not- 
mat^Br  to  me.  I  am  not  saying  that  the  whole 
of  this  increase  is  in  consequence  of  the  tariff 
as  altered  by  this  Government,  but  it  comea 
from  the  Customs.    And  who  pay  the  Customa 
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duties  ?  The  people  of  the  colony.  Now,  Sir, 
'this  revival  of  prosperity — where  does  it  oome 
from?  It  is  chiefly  caused  by  cheap  money. 
The  Government  would  have  us  believe  that 
ihey  caused  the  cheapening  of  money.  Much, 
indeed,  can  New  Zealand  afiect  the  money- 
markets  of  the  world  to  cheapen  or  to  raise  its 
'price— much  indeed  I  Why,  the  Premier  walk- 
ing down  to  the  harbour  with  half  a  bucket  of 
water  might  as  well  expect  to  raise  the  tide  1 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— He  knows  better  now ; 
he  has  been  to  London. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— He  should.  I  believe 
Another  trip  would  do  him  much  good  still. 
What  I  like  is  the  patronising  way  in  which 
the  Government  deals  with  any  item  that 
appears  favourable  to  themselves.  There  is  a 
flort  of  *'  We  made  it ;  we  did  it ;  hurrah  for 
the  Liberal  Government  1 "  They  seem  to 
represent  that  they  make  the  sun  shine,  and 
improve  the  seasons.  Goodness  knows  what 
they  do  not  do — raise  prices  and  cheapen  money. 
We  have  been  accustomed  to  regard — but  we 
■are  losing  a  lot  of  these  good  old  customs — we 
have  been  accustomed  to  regard  this  document 
«s  a  State  document,  as  forming  a  part  of  the 
history  of  the  colony — as  one  of  the  milestones 
on  the  advance  road  ;  and  I  say  that  never 
before  this  occasion  was  it  shown  as  a  party 
document.  We  have  **  party  "  here  in  live  or 
eix  different  places — the  "Ballance  Adminis- 
tration," the  "Ballance  and  Seddon  Govern- 
ment," the  "great  Liberal  Government,"  and 
«o  on.  It  is  a  pity,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  occur 
«igain,  no  matter  which  side  of  the  House  is 
drawing  up  these  documents,  for  it  is  not 
a  proper  occasion  to  fly  the  **  party  "  banner. 
Now,  Sir,  this  Statement  is  peculiar,  in  that  it 
reads  both  ways.  If  when  the  Public  Works 
Statement  comes  down  or  thereafter  the  Go- 
vernment makes  proposals  for  a  loan,  the 
Premier  can  say  that  in  two  or  three  places  in 
the  Statement  he  gave  the  House  plainly  to 
understand  that  he  meant  to  do  so,  and  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  does  not  raise  a  loan,  he  will 
say,  '*  I  showed  you  plainly  I  was  only  going  to 
raise  £250,000,  the  balance  of  the  last  loan. "  It 
is  so  cleverly  worded.  Sir,  that  it  is  really  a  pro- 
duction which  may  be  looked  at  from  front  or 
hack  or  upside  down  with  equal  satisfaction. 
You  can  make  anything  you  like  out  of  it,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  it,  or  had 
it  compiled,  can  afterwards  prove  to  the  House 
■that  whatever  he  does  or  does  not  he  has  kept 
strictly  to  his  proposals  in  the  Statement.  That 
is  not  what  we  want.  We  want  something  that 
'will  not  be  difficult  to  understand,  and  some- 
thing which  will  let  us  know  definitely  what 
'we  are  going  to  do,  and  we  do  not  get  it  in  this 
Statement.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works  said 
the  other  night  "  the  Government  had  a  scheme 
of  finance  in  the  Financial  Statement,*'  and 
<that  **  this  would  be  seen  when  the  Public  Works 
Statement  was  brought  down."  The  latter  part 
ol  his  remarks  may  be  right,  but,  the  Public 
Works  Statement  not  having  come  down,  it  is 
impossible  to  see  any  scheme  of  finance  in  this 
Statement.  Now,  following  on,  the  non-recur- 
cent  votes  of  last  year  were  £68,200.  That 
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amount  is  not  likely  to  be  approsiohed  this 
year.    There  were  a  number  of  laige  and  excep- 
tional questions  dealt  with  last  year,  like  the 
census,  general  election,  "  Tutanekai,"  and  a 
few  other  trifles  of  that  sort,  so  that  the  non- 
recurrent votes  will  be  so  much  less  this  year, 
or  should  be  so,  that  one  would  have  expected 
the  proposed  expenditure  for  the  coming  year 
would  not  have  been  increased.    Bat  it  has. 
Now,  while  the  balance  of  last  year's  revenue 
over  expenditure — that  is,  the  credit  balance — 
was  £138,000,  the  expenditure  as  against  the 
previous  year  showed  an  increase  of  £139,000 — 
that  is,  the  balance  of  credit  and  the  exoeas 
of  expenditure  of  the  previous  year  were  almost 
the  same  figures.     It  is   quite  clear  that  if 
this  continuously-rising  expenditure  continues 
without  check,  we  shall  before  long  be  in  diffi- 
culties.   Now,  the  cutting-down  of  the  salaries 
of  a  few  Civil  servants  will  not  do  ;  saving 
£10  here  and  £50  yonder — that  is  not  the  way 
to  meet  the  case.     It  wants  a  broader  and 
bolder  system  than  that.    These  Civil  servants 
are  mostly  underpadd,  and  the  value  to   the 
State  of  the  most  highly-paid  Civil  servant  is 
not  known  to  many  beyond  those  who  have  to 
deal  directly  with  them ;  but  what  is  wanted 
is  to  stop  the   creation  of  new  departments 
rather  than    any  cheeseparing    of    individual 
salaries.    It  is  said  if  you  put  a  small  boy  and 
a  table  into  a  room  in  the  Government  offices 
in  twelve  months'  time  it  will  develop  into  a 
Government  department.    But  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  do  not  start  with  a  boy  and 
a  table  and  chair.    They  created  last  year  a 
brand  new  department  with  forty  officers — ^ 
good  start  that.     Since  they  took  office  they 
have  started  three  new   departments,  involv- 
ing considerable  additional  expenditure,  and, 
owing  to  their  legislation,  which  has  not  been 
sufficiently  watched   in  this  House,  some  of 
these  departments  are  going  to  last,  ake,  a/ce, 
ake  ;  at  any  rate,  one  such  we  know  will  not  be 
cleared  up  for  999  years  or  thereabouts.     The 
three  new  departments  are  '*  Labour,"  **  Land 
Valuation,"  and  "  Agriculture  "  ;  emd  the  Land 
Valuation  Department,   we  find  by  the  esti- 
mates, was  created  last  year  with  forty  officers, 
as  I  have  said.    It  is  only  by  reducing  the 
number   of  departments  that  we  shall  make 
any   really  substantial   saving    in    this  class 
of  expenditure.     Any  cuttiiig-down  of  salaries 
of  the  present  officers  would   be  wrong,  and 
the  result  would  be  simply  disappointing.     I 
say,  let  them  do  their  work,  let  them  be  well 
paid,  and  let  them  be  respected;  but  do  not 
permit  the  creation  of  new  departments,  which 
mainly  result  from  legislation  passed  in  this 
House  without  any  one  appearing  to  have  the 
foresight  to  see  what  it  must  result  in.     Now, 
Sir,  the  increase  between  1891  and  1897  of  the 
annual  payment  of  interest  and  sinking  fund  is 
£68,916.    That,  however,  does  not  give  the  true 
position,  because  in  1891  we  were  paying  large 
sums  for  sinking  funds.     These  payments  have 
almost  ceased,  so  that  the  real  increase  of  inter- 
est is  much  larger  than  by  deducting  the  sum 
I  paid  in  1890-91  from  the  sum  paid  last  year. 
I  Coming  now  to  the  public  debt,  the  figures  are : 
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1890-91,  net  debt,  £37,348,928 ;  while  the^  net 
debt  on  the  81at  March  last  was  £48,552,824,  or 
At  the  rate  of  £1,084,738  a  year  for  the  past 
flix  years.  The  net  debt  has  increased  between 
1891  and  1897  by  £6,208,401.  I  repeat  it,  because 
this  statement  has  been  challenged.  If  I  am 
in  error,  then  the  Audit  Office  and  the  Treasury 
are  wrong,  which  1  do  not  believe.  The  tables 
made  up  by  the  Treasury  and  Audit  are  right, 
And  it  is  only  when  the  figures  are  selected 
from  the  tables  and  are  given  a  political  aspect 
and  scattered  through  these  paragraphs  that 
the  figures  are  mixed  up  into  a  pie  to  suit  the 
taste  of  the  maker,  and  are  sometimes  unre- 
liable, and  generally  misleading. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  net  or  gross  debt  ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— The  only  debt  is  the 
net  debt.  I  give  the  net  debt.  What  do  we 
want  to  trouble  about  the  gross  debt?  We 
want  to  know  what  we  should  have  to  pay  to 
square  up  our  present  indebteduess. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— 1  want  to  put  you  right. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— When  I  find  myself 
afc  fault  I  shall  go  sind  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  put  me  right.  I  say  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  the  net  debt  of  £1,034,000 
per  annum  since  the  Government  has  been  in 
office.  The  honourable  member  for  EUesmere 
said  it  was  easy  to  be  virtuous  if  possessed  of  a 
sufficient  income.  It  is  also  easy  to  be  self- 
reliant  when  you  are  going  to  the  bad  at  the 
rate  of  over  a  million  a  year  of  other  people's 
money.  That  is  where  the  self-reliance  comes 
in,  and  that  is  where  its  falsity  is  brought 
home.  Now,  Sir,  the  accrued  sinking  funds 
for  the  period  1891  to  1897  are  reduced  by 
£672,000.  At  the  former  period  they  were 
£1,486,000,  and  they  are  now  down  to  £814,000. 
Then,  again,  the  estimated  liabilities  outstand- 
ing were,  for  1895-96,  £574,267  on  all  accounts, 
and  on  the  Slst  March  last  are  £682,000— over 
£100,000  increase  in  the  past  year.  I  do  not 
take  the  six-year  period  in  this  case,  because 
it  would  be  unfair  to  the  Government,  as  new 
accounts  have  been  opened  since  1891,  when 
the  liabilities  only  reached  £362,700  also  on  all 
their  accounts.  The  Treasury  bills  outstand- 
ing at  the  end  of  each  financial  year  have 
averaged  for  the  past  seven  or  eight  years 
£740,000  per  annum,  and  the  position  is  now 
unaltered.  During  the  three  first  quarters  of 
each  year  the  issued  Treasury  bills  average 
over  £1,000,000,  coming  down  at  balancing 
day— Slst  March— to  £700,000  or  thereabouts. 
As  very  much  of  this  minimum  amount  is 
really  a  permanent  floating  debt,  it  should  be 
funded,  and  the  absurdity  of  renewing  these 
Treasury  bills  year  by  year  which  cannot  be 
ased  in  anticipation  of  revenue  should  cease. 
The  Public  Works  Fund,  with  the  Lands 
Improvement  Account  and  the  Native  Land 
Porohase  Account,  taken  together,  shows  the 
•expenditure  on  these  three  accounts  for  the  year 
1896-97  to  have  been  £649,992.  The  balances 
in  hand,  strengthened  by  £250,000  yet  to  be 
raised  from  the  Aid  to  Public  Works  Loan  of 
1896,  and  by  £800,000  to  be  transferred  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  together  provide  ways  and  I 
means  amounting  to  £939,158  available  for  ex- 1 


penditure,  which  on  the  basis  of  last  year's  ex- 
penditure should  be  ample  for  eighteen  months, 
or  to  the  end  of  September,  1898.  To  sum- 
marise :  There  was  a  fair  balance  to  credit  on 
last  year's  transactions.  The  "  Ordinary  ex- 
penditure," the  «« Public  debt,"  *'  Interest  and 
sinking  fund,"  **  Outstanding  liabilities,"  and 
last  year's  "Revenue,"  all  show  very  sub- 
stantial increases ;  while  *'  Accrued  Sinkinff 
Funds  Account "  shows  a  very  substantia 
decrease.  The  Public  Works  Fund  will  pro- 
bably suffice  for  the  present  year,  and  for  the 
first  half  of  the  next  financial  year.  The 
foregoing  gives  our  position  in  a  nutsheU, 
and  is  deserving  the  most  careful  attention. 
Now,  Sir,  in  many  respects  I  do  not  think  things 
are  as  they  should  be;  but  one  of  the  worst 
records  of  administration,  according  to  the 
papers  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  that 
has  ever  come  under  my  notice  is  the  case 
of  land- settlement.  I  think  the  Minister  of 
Lands  should  try  to  grapple  with  the  matter. 
He  hflbs  better  information  than  anybody  else, 
and  he  should  try  to  find  out  what  is  the 
matter,  and  endeavour  to  rectify  it.  There 
must  be  something  radically  wrong  when  re- 
sults are  so  unsatisfactory.  Here  is  Table  7, 
**  Perpetual  leases."  During  the  past  year  nine- 
teen new  selectors  were  put  upon  the  land  and 
180  left  it.  Table  17,  "  Village  homesteads," 
fifteen  new  selectors;  thirty-three  forfeitures 
and  surrenders!  We  shall  advance  settle- 
ment very  fast  at  this  rate.  I  have  also  a 
return  here  in  detail  of  the  Haldane  Village 
Settlement.  Some  of  the  settlers  have  writ- 
ten to  me  complaining  that  their  land  is 
being  burdened  with  the  cost  of  roads 
which  as  yet  are  not  available.  So  long  as 
a  road  is  only  half  finished  they  cannot  use 
it,  and  it  is  not  fair  to  charge  them  with  it 
until  it  is  serviceable,  and  so  that  they  derive 
some  benefit  from  it.  I  am  saying  this  for 
the  information  of  my  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  I  have  particulars  in  full 
detail  before  me  of  this  Haldane  Settlement. 
I  find  that  the  cost  of  supervision  of  the  road- 
work  done  amounts  to  40^  per  cent.  Ministers 
say  they  desire  to  put  down  usury,  and  here  is 
a  charge  of  40^  per  cent. ;  £438  48.  9d.  was  the 
amount  the  road  cost,  and  the  cost  of  "  super- 
vision" charged  is  £117  14s.  2d.,  or  40|  per 
cent,  on  cost.  There  are  "  other  charges  "  in 
connection  with  the  **  supervision  " ;  and,  if 
you  add  **  other  charges  "  to  "  supervision," 
the  charge  then  amounts  to  no  less  than  46| 
per  cent.    Such  a  rate  is  preposterous. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— That  includes  the  im- 
proving  of  the  land,  burning  off,  grassing,  and 
everything. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.- It  may  be  so,  but  it  is 
increasing  the  rent  of  the  land  for  all  time. 
Now,  taking  the  charge  of  4  per  cent,  on  what 
is  stated  as  the  present  value  of  the  land — 
that  is,  the  prairie  value  with  the  improvement! 
added — it  brings  the  percentage  on  the  value 
at  which  they  originally  took  up  the  land  to 
7A  per  cent. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.—  With  the  improve- 
ments included. 
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Mr.  RICHARDSON.— That  has  to  be  con- 
sidered, no  doubt.  All  I  can  say  is  that  there 
is  something  very  serious  requiring  attention 
in  the  increasing  numbers  of  those  who  abandon 
their  selections.  If  some  reasonable  proposals 
are  made  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man he  will  get  assistance  from  all  sides  of  the 
House.  I  can  only  say,  further,  with  regard  to 
this  subject,  that  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's recording  angel  only  understates  his 
ofiences  in  the  same  degree  as  he  over- 
states his  successful  settlement  I  am  sure 
he  will  come  very  well  off  indeed.  Now,  if 
there  is  any  one  point  more  ridiculous  than 
another  in  this  Statement  it  is  the  schedule 
(page  xiv.)  prepared  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
snowing  the  expenditure  of  loan  money  on 
what  he  calls  productive  and  non-productive 
works.  Do  not  honourable  members  recollect 
not  very  long  ago  that  leading  men  in  Britain 
said  the  colonies  meant  unproductive  expen- 
diture, and  talked  of  sending  us  Skdrift;  yet 
what  are  we  now  to  the  Empire  and  to  its 
commerce?  Where  would  the  settlement  of 
the  North  Island  have  been  without  the  Maori 
wars?  Where  would  the  population  have 
been  without  immigration?  How  would  our 
ships  get  along  without  our  headlands  being 
lighted  ?  How  could  our  settlers  get  excess 
to  their  farms  without  roads?  And,  Sir, 
these  are  all  called  non-productive!  The 
honourable  gentleman  seems  to  think  —  he 
would  make  a  prince  of  usurers — that  except 
he  can  get  interest  or  revenue  directly  out  of 
his  public- works  expenditure  it  is  therefore  use- 
less, it  is  non-productive !  The  settlement  of 
the  country,  the  development  of  the  country, 
could  not  have  taken  place  without  this  ex- 
penditure. This  is  a  case  where  **  the  eye  cannot 
say  to  the  hand  I  have  no  need  of  thee,  nor, 
again,  the  head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of 
you.*'  They  all  form  part  of  the  body,  of  the 
advance  of  our  settlement,  and  the  contention 
of  the  Treasurer  is  the  height  of  folly.  Why, 
4ome  of  the  best  items  he  has  put  in  the  wrong 
column.  I  do  not  think.  Sir,  that  we  shall  see 
these  comparative  colunms  of  productive  and 
non-productive  works  brought  before  the  House 
again.  Reading  on,  I  note  that  towards  the 
bottom  of  page  7  there  seems  to  have  been  an 
arithmetical  earthquake.  On  one  occasion,  as 
the  House  well  knows,  when  the  then  Premier, 
now  also  Colonial  Treasurer,  went  to  sleep,  a 
mistake  occurred  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment of  somewhere  about  £90,000.  There  is 
more  than  one  mistake  here.  Now,  I  think 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  was  dealing 
with  this  part  of  the  Statement  he  must  have 
been  asleep  several  times. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Printers'  errors. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— It  is  no  use  talking 
about  printers'  errors.  They  are  not  printers' 
errors.  Plainly,  you  are  employing  some  boy 
who  does  not  understand  addition  and  sub- 
traction. Now,  I  can  find  you  a  boy,  clean  and 
honest  and  of  the  "  right  colour,"  who  will  do 
Hums  for  you  to  perfection  without  these  mis- 
takes. The  peculiar  feature  of  these  mistakes 
i.s  that  they  are  in  the  honourable  gentleman's 


favour.  On  the  last  occasion  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  went  to  sleep — though  he  made- 
a  few  remarks  in  his  sleep— the  mistake  was 
not  acknowledged  until  twelve  months  after- 
wards ;  but  these  errors  are  caught  at  once. 
There  are  some  clerical  errors  in  the  Statement,, 
but  these  are  not  clerical  errors. 

Mr.  CARSON.— What  were  the  mistakes  ? 

-^^         Mr.  RICHARDSON.  — One  of   the 

^"•"*  mistakes  is  £100,000.  The  next  is 
not  so  big— £10,000.  They  are  really  not  worth 
troubling  about  in  these  times,  and  we  have  to- 
deal  with  more  important  matters. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  you  admit  a  £500,000- 
surplus  for  the  two  years,  £100,000  is  neither 
here  nor  there. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— The  worst  feature  of 
the  present  situation  is. the  want  of  anything 
like  a  distinct  policy.  This  side  of  the  House 
has  been  twitted  over  and  over  again  that  it  has 
no  policy.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to  find  a  policy  for  the  Government ;  but» 
seeing  that  they  are  quite  lost  for  want  of  one, 
I  am  going  to  make  a  few  suggestions.  It  is 
quite  clear  to  me.  Sir,  that  all  the  original 
socialistic  notions  that  have  till  recently 
abounded  on  the  Government  benches  came- 
from  one  ex-colleague,  and  all  the  original 
finance  came  from  another  ex  -  colleague. 
Now  that  they  have  lost  those  two  gentle- 
men they  are  at  their  wits'  end.  Sir,  chia 
colony  gives  at  the  present  moment  a  great 
scope  for  a  comprehensive  policy.  We  want  an 
enlargement  of  the  counties,  an  enlargement  in 
sis^  and  value  to  about  the  largest  counties  we 
have  now — small  provinces,  in  fact — but  with- 
out the  power  of  legislation  in  any  shape.  We 
want  to  do  away  with  Road  Boards.  But  th& 
crux  of  the  whole  business  is  this:  that  the 
colony  shall  arrange  the  finance  of  the  local 
bodies  on  easy  lines.  There  are  now  too  many 
local  bodies  ;  they  are  too  small,  and  Countiea 
and  Road  Boards  override  one  another,  and 
they  have  not  sufficient  money  to  do  what  is 
necessary.  There  is  the  difficulty  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  overcome. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  in  my  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.- Where  is  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  the  incubator. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— By  doing  this  itwoultf 
tend  to  make  this  House  less  of  a  Board  of 
Works  than  it  is  at  present.  I  am  surprised, 
that  the  Ministry  have  dropped  this  matter. 
What  are  we  talking  about  now?  Old-age 
pensions.  Have  we  not  had,  unfortunately,  to 
speak  about  juvenile  depravity  ?  What  is  the 
chief  cause  of  this?  Sir,  it  is  the  dirty  sluma 
and  insanitary  conditions,  both  morsJly  and 
physically,  by  which  so  many  young  people 
are  surrounded.  There  is  an  opening  for 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  He  has  village-home 
settlements,  he  has  all  sorts  of  settlements;  ' 
but  why  should  not  the  Government  ac- 
quire land  just  outside  the  boundaries  of 
our  large  towns?  We  make  the  roads  of  • 
the  country ;  it  would  be  only  a  slight  dif- 
ference to  subsidize  tramways  to  such  homea 
if  necessary.    Do  not  let  there  be  two  houaea. 
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•on  one  allotment;  do  not  let  houses  adjoin 
•each  other  or  the  street;  and  with  such 
healthy  conditions  the  principal  cause  would 
practically  have  disappeared.  There  are  places 
in  this  town  that  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any 
town  in  the  Old  Country.  There  are  places 
here  where  if  a  child  goes  out  of  the  door  he 
goes  into  the  gutter — he  cannot  help  it.  These 
are  thfngs  we  want  to  do  away  with.  We 
ought  to  help  our  workmen  to  get  homes  on 
the  edges  of  the  towns.  Let  them  have  the 
land  at  5  per  cent.  Give  them  half  the 
money  to  build  houses  with,  give  them  half 
the  money  to  put  up  fences  with,  at  5  per 
cent.,  and  after  a  fixed  term  of  residence  I 
would  give  them  the  freehold.  Whether  in 
town,  suburbs,  or  country,  give  what  you  must 
give  in  the  long  run,  the  right  to  acquire  in 
hreehold.  There  might  be  one  man  in  ten 
thousand  who  might  not  desire  it,  but  I  say 
every  man  hopes,  if  he  looks  at  land  at  all,  to 
get  the  best  title  he  can  to  that  land.  Another 
little  matter  I  suggest  to  the  Qovemmvnt:  a 
Civil  Service  Board  is  much  needed.  Appoint- 
ments should  not  be  made  politically.  They 
should  be  made  by  a  Civil  Service  Board,  and 
all  the  Service  should  be  classified  as  some 
departments  are  classified  now.  I  do  not  wish 
to  reflect  on  any  department,  but  it  is  known 
to  many  besides  myself  that  there  are  depart- 
ments, semi- independent  departments, 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — The  unclassified  depart- 
ments ? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— Such  as  the  Post 
Office,  the  Public  Trust,  and  the  Government 
Life,  which  are,  I  think,  the  best  organized 
departments  in  town.  They  are  less  under  the 
direct  control  of  Ministers  than  any  in  the 
big  Government  Buildings,  and  are  all  the 
better  for  it.  In  some  of  the  offices  in  the 
Government  Buildings  you  cannot  have  things 
properly  arranged  because  they  have  insuffi- 
cient room — they  are  too  crowded ;  and  I  think 
with  a  Civil  Service  Board  matters  would  be 
much  improved.  Now,  Sir,  if  more  were 
■done  to  encourage  the  settlers  in  the  country 
it  would  be  better.  Roads  should  be  made. 
Much  is  done  in  that  direction,  but  a  great 
deal  more  requires  to  be  done ;  for  every  pound 
now  spent  by  the  Government  in  reading  two 
pounds  is  needed.  Before  settlers  go  on  the 
land  at  all  you  should  provide  them  with  the 
means  of  access,  and  I  am  sure  the  whole 
House  is  at  one  with  that.  We  must  do  some- 
thing to  make  settlement  successful.  It  is  a 
great  pity  that  in  this  matter  a  more  vigorous 
policy  is  not  carried  out,  and  it  behoves 
all  of  us  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  to 
improve  the  present  state  of  afiairs.  Sir, 
I  ask  the  Government  whether  they  think 
they  are  doing  their  duty  as  a  Government. 
There  is  all  this  to  be  done  ;  and  if  they  would 
only  do  and  dare,  if  they  would  act  more 
vigoroasly  and  talk  less,  they  would  be  of  more 
benefit  to  the  country — not  a  benefit  to  a  few 
persons,  or  to  a  political  following,  or  any 
particular  class  alone,  but  to  all  sorts  and  con  • 
ditions  of  men.  I  have  made  these  suggestions 
'Without  consultation,  with  any  one.    The  Go- 


vernment may  not  like  the  openings  I  have 
suggested,  bat  I  have  tried  to  snow  how  much 
requires  doing,  and  that  we  are  not  doing  all 
we  might.  What  do  we  want  with  two  hun- 
dred million  Asiatics  becoming  our  customers  ? 
We  have  got  here  seven  hundred  thousand 
people  to  look  after.  Will  the  Premier  reoog- 
nise  that?  Let  him  recognise  that,  and,  if  he 
puts  the  colony  first,  and  if  he  shows,  as  a  Qo- 
vernment  should  show,  that  he  will  make  its 
well-being  his  first  consideration,  he  will  find 
the  Opposition  will  be  prepared  to  meet  him 
half-way  in  his  e£Eorts. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  reason  I  have  for  speak- 
ing on  this  Budget  to-night  is  because  the 
opportunities  for  discussing  the  mind  of  the 
Ministry  are  so  few  this  session  that  one  must 
seize  them  when  they  come.  The  experiences 
of  the  last  day  or  two  explain  my  meaning.  In 
a  short  time,  Sir,  if  the  House  goes  on  parting 
with  its  privileges  as  it  has  been  doing  during 
the  four  weeks  we  have  been  in  session,  there 
will  be  no  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  floor 
of  this  House  except  it  oomes  embodied  to  us 
in  some  docu9ient  from  the  Cabinet ;  and  for 
that  reason  we  are  bound  to  deal  with  these 
matters  as  opportunity  presents  itself.  I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to  the  comments  upon 
the  Financial  Statement,  and  I  can  claim  to 
be  one  of  the  ten  members  who,  according 
to  the  estimate  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Mataura,  have  carefully  read  the  docu- 
ment through.  I  have  listened  carefully  to 
what  has  been  said  about  the  surplus,  and  the 
accounts  as  set  forth  in  the  Statement.  I 
am  not  going  to  enter  into  any  elaborate  dis- 
cussion of  the  figures,  but  there  are  two  points 
upon  which  there  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion.  The  first  is  this:  that  we  cannot 
fairly  claim  that  £215,558  16s.  brought  forward 
from  last  year  as  being  the  result  of  this  year's 
financial  operations.  I  think  that  is  clear 
beyond  all  doubt ;  and  I  am  also  of  opinion 
that  to  a  large  extent  it  is  calculated  to  mis- 
lead the  country  when  we  declare  that  the 
surplus  from  this  year  is  between  £300,000 
and  £400,000,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
£215,000  of  that  is  beyond  all  question  a 
surplus  earned  upon  the  previous  year's  finan- 
cial transactions  and  part  of  the  year  before. 
There  is  another  item  that  must  in  all  fair- 
ness come  out  of  this — namely,  £70,800  of 
sinking  fund.  Beyond  that  I  do  not  propose 
to  criticize  the  figures  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment except  to  regret  that  last  years's  ex- 
penditure in  the  departments  connected  with 
our  annual  appropriations  shows  an  increased 
expenditure  of  over  £114,000.  And  again  this 
year  we  have  a  very  large  increase  in  the 
estimates  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
public  service.  I  think  it  is  a  perfectly  fair 
inquiry  as  to  where  a  policy  of  this  kind  will 
ultimately  land  the  colony.  The  whole  policy 
of  the  Ministry  is  practically  set  forth  in  this 
document,  and  I  want  to  touch  upon  a  number 
of  the  points  as  briefly  as  possible.  I  want  to 
congratulate,  first  of  all,  the  Minister  of  Lands 
on  the  fact  that  no  word  of  reference  has  been 
made  during  this  debate  to  the  Cheviot  Estate. 
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Three  years  ago  there  was  no  matter  oonneoted 
with  the  Lands  Department  more  fiercely  oan- 
▼assed  than  what  was  known  as  the  Gheyiot 
experiment.  But  its  success  is  now  so  assured 
that  the  Conservative  Press  and  the  critics  of 
the  Gkivernment  have  ceased  all  reference  to 
Cheviot.  That  is  a  matter  for  congratulation, 
and  I  very  heartily  congratulate  the  Minister  of 
Lands  on  that  score.  It  is  impossible  to  touch 
upon  one-half  of  the  matters  set  forth  in  the 
Statement.  The  next  matter  I  wish  to  refer 
to  is  the  table  dealt  with  the  night  before  last 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout).  I  hope,  when  the  Premier  is 
replying  he  will  put  the  House  right.  If  the 
interpretation  placed  on  that  table  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
B.  Stout)  is  not  fair,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  to  show  where  he  is  wrong,  be- 
cause I  hold  that  no  misleading  table  of 
this  kind  should  be  embodied  in  a  State  docu- 
ment ;  and  if  the  Premier  cannot  disprove  the 
charge  of  falsity  so  distinctly  made,  then  it  is  a 
matter  that  will  cause  reasonable  men  to  ques- 
tion the  accuracy  of  many  other  important 
tables  brought  before  the  House  from  time  to 
time.  There  is  the  Consols  Account.  I  had 
intended  to  refer  pretty  fully  to  that  account, 
but,  as  a  Banking  Bill  will  be  introduced  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  or  perhaps  a  few  days,  I 
propose  to  leave  all  reference  to  the  Consols 
Account  until  that  Bill  comes  down,  and  then  I 
shall  endeavour  to  get  the  whole  truth  about 
the  origin  of  the  Consols ;  about  the  nature  of 
the  deposits  that  have  passed  through  that 
account,  and  the  present  position  of  the  ac- 
count; what  peculiar  circumstances  are  con- 
nected with  the  account  and  some  of  the 
moneys  passed  through,  where  money  was 
raised  by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  at 
4  per  cent,  for  investment  in  the  Consols 
Fund  at  3^  per  cent.  I  shall  return  to 
this  subject  again  when  the  Bill  comes  up. 
The  next  department— -perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant in  tne  whole  Budget — is  that  of  the 
railway  service.  The  Minister  for  Railways 
has  been  congratulated  already  upon  the  result 
of  the  operations  for  the  year,  and  I  think  he 
is  deserving  of  congratulation.  But  there  are 
some  matters  in  connection  with  railway 
management  that  I  wish  to  make  reference  to. 
The  difficulty  of  any  Minister  finding  out  the 
details  of  a  large  department  like  the  Railways 
is  very  great,  and  I  am  going  to  ask  him  now 
whether  he  will  make  inquiries  into  this  one 
item  of  expenditure.  If  I  am  correctly  in- 
formed, there  is  at  the  present  time  at 
Addington  a  very  considerable  quantity  of 
material,  imported  some  time  ago  by  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  department,  that  is  practically 
useless,  and  that  in  all  human  probability  will 
remain  on  the  waste-heap — three  sets  of  ma- 
terials for  compounding  engines.  Instead  of 
ordering  one  set  of  material,  three  or  four — I 
think  four — were  ordered ;  and  the  result  of 
this  experiment  has  been  that  the  only  engine 
experimented  upon  is  running  at  greater  ex- 
pense than  before  it  was  converted,  and  the 
chance  of  the  other  material  being  used  is  ex- 
Mr.  Taylor 


tremely  remote.  That  is  one  matter,  involving 
thousands  of  pounds  of  money ;  and  if  it  be 
found  that  there  is  good  ground  for  that  state-  , 
ment,  then  I  would  suggest  that  the  Stores 
Department  of  the  Railway  service  should  be 
carefully  overhauled  by  some  competent  out- 
side man.  The  next  point  I  want  to  refer  to- 
in  connection  with  this  department  is  the 
accommodation  provided  for  second-class  rail- 
way-passengers. Any  person  travelling  be- 
tween Christchurch  and  Dunedin  must  agree 
with  me  that  the  accommodation  in  our  second- 
class  carriages  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be  Ia 
view  of  tha  revenue  derived  from  these  pas- 
sengers. According  to  a  table  in  the  return 
last  year,  there  were  790,280  first-class  tickets 
issued,  and  3,649,057  second-class  tickets — 
nearly  three  million  more  second-class  than, 
first-class  passengers.  I  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity during  recent  years  of  seeing  vmat 
accommodation  is  provided  on  the  railways  of 
the  Old  Land.  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  the 
third-class  carriages  there  are  as  good  as  our 
first-class  here.  In  any  case,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  second-class  is  the  source  of 
revenue  that  practically  carries  our  railways 
on,  we  ought  to  have  a  distinct  improvement 
made  in  the  second-class  carriages,  especially 
where  they  are  used  for  long  journeys  like 
that  between  Christchurch  and  Dunedin. 
We  ought  to  have  on  the  express  service  be- 
tween Dunedin  and  Christchurch  a  dining- 
car,  as  they  have  on  the  Manawatu  line  in 
the  North  Island.  It  is  exceedingly  incon- 
venient at  the  present  time.  I  see  some  refer- 
ence is  made  in  the  report  to  the  making  of 
alterations  in  connection  with  the  refreshment- 
rooms  on  that  section  of  the  line,  and  I  say 
there  is  a  distinct  necessity  for  it.  Within  the 
last  year  it  is  within  my  recollection  that  a 
number  of  passengers  rushed  in  for  some  re- 
freshments at  Palmerston  South,  and  were 
served  with  sandwi6he8  that  contained  putrid 
meat.  Of  course,  these  sandwiches  were  left 
untouched.  And  not  only  that,  but  on  the  very 
same  occasion  there  was  not  one  of  the 
passengers  who  could  drink  the  tea  or  coffee 
handed  to  him.  There  was  no  time  for 
protest.  These  are  matters  that  are  done 
very  much  better  by  private  enterprise  on 
the  Manawatu  line  than  they  are  on  any  sec- 
tion of  th9  Government  lines  in  the  colony, 
so  far  as  I  know,  and  these  are  questions  that 
are  fairly  entitled  to  consideration.  There  is 
another  point:  I  notice,  according  to  the  re- 
turns, that  there  were  456,716  passengers  carried 
last  year  in  connection  with  special  excursion 
trips,  and  a  revenue  of  nearly  £70,000  was  de- 
rived from  that  source.  When  I  was  listening 
to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  last  night,  I  could  not  help  feeling 
that  if  the  Government  would  undertake  a 
series  of  really  popular  and  cheap  excursions 
from  Christchurch  and  Canterbury  towns  to  the 
southern  lakes  they  might  increase  their  £70,000 
of  special  revenue  from  excursions  by  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  if  the  excursions  were 
properly  conducted,  for  the  southern  lakes  to- 
day are  as  strange  to  the  bulk  of  the  people 
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of  the  colony  as  are  the  lakes  of  Switxer- 
land.  That  should  not  be.  There  is  a  sag- 
gertion  that  I  should  like  to  make  now  which, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  fall  upon  deaf  ears.  In 
connection  with  railway  management,  I  have 
for  years  held  the  opinion — and  I  hold  it  now 
as  strongly  as  ever— that  there  should  not  be 
in  the  South  Island  two  workshops  where  new 
material  is  being  manufactured.  In  the  South 
Island,  in  connection  with  the  Hurunui-BluS 
system  as  well  as  other  lines  to  be  carried  out, 
there  should  be  one  manufacturing  centre,  and 
at  other  points  there  should  be  repairing-shops 
only.  At  the  present  time  we  have  a  complete 
manufactory  being  carried  on  at  Hillside,  and 
another  large  establishment  at  Addington.  Now, 
Addington  is  destined  to  be  at  the  junction  of 
the  South  Island  railway  system.  The  West 
Coast  Railway  comes  into  Addington,  the  south- 
ern line  strikes  there  in  coming  through  to 
Ghristohuroh  Station,  and  when  the  north- 
ern line  connecting  Blenheim  is  ultimately 
constructed,  as  it  will  be,  then  Addington 
is  the  only  centre  for  a  manufactory  that 
should  be  carried  on  in  connection  with 
the  South  Island  railways.  And  I  hope  some 
day  that  a  Railway  Minister  will  be  strong 
enough — I  do  not  suggest  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Cadman  can  do  it  now — to  seize  this  matter, 
and  make  a  central  manufactory  at  Addington, 
and  run  repairing-shops  at  other  important 
points.  There  is  another  point  in  connection 
with  railway  matters,  that  has  been  referred  to 
by  tkie  honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  and 
that  is  the  question  of  light  railways.  I 
am  going  to  oppose  pretty  consistently 
borrowing  proposals  during  the  term  of 
this  Parliament,  and  the  light-railway  sug- 
gestion has  already  become  rather  a  ludi- 
crous one.  I  remember,  a  few  months  ago, 
when  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  was  in 
the  North  Island  he  practically  committed  the 
colony  to  an  expenditure  for  light  railways. 
There  was  little  doubt  in  the  public  mind  that 
the  North  Island  was  to  be  served  at  many 
points  with  a  system  of  light  railways.  A  few 
days  afterwards  the  Minister  for  Railways  came 
along  and  knocked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  clean  out  of  time.  He  told  him  pub- 
licly that  he  knew  nothing  whatever  about 
light  railways,  just  as  the  Premier  told  him  a 
few  months  ago  that  he  knew  nothing  what- 
ever about  sanitary  arrangements  in  con- 
nection with  these  buildings;  and  I  am 
wondering  how  long  a  Minister  will  suffer 
such  an  indignity  and  remain  on  those 
benches.  I  agree  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  that  our  railways  are  light 
enough  already,  and  part  of  the  £200,000 
that  the  colony  is  to  raise  by  way  of  loan 
now  for  railway  expenditure  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  our  railway-bridges  and  railway-lines 
generally  in  the  past  have  been  built  on  too 
flimsy  lines.  We  could  not  do  better  than 
place  heavier  metal  on  our  lines,  even  if  we 
have  to  travel  more  slowly  with  construction 
towards  the  terminal  points.  The  next  point  I 
have  to  touch  upon  is  the  question  of' the 
Midland  Railway.    The  reference  in  the  State- 


ment is  all  that  can  be  desired,  but  I  would 
like  to  persuade  the  Ministry  that  the  expendi- 
ture for  next  year  should  be  on  the  Canterbury 
side  of  the  ranges,  instead  of  the  Westland* 
side.  For  the  life  of  me  I  do  not  see  why 
Westland  should  have  had  the  expenditure  for 
the  whole  of  -this  year.  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
colonial  expenditure.  We  have  to  appropriate 
the  money — I  recognise  that — but  we  charge  it. 
back  on  the  debenture-holders  straight  away^ 
and  we  are  told  in  the  Statement  that  the 
debenture-holders  are  meeting  the  expendt> 
ture  so  far,  so  that  we  ought  to  have  turn 
and  turn  about,  and  Canterbury  is  naturally 
jealous  of  this  expenditure.  We  do  not  even* 
get  our  fair  proportion  of  Canterbury  men 
employed  upon  the  Midland  Railway  work. 
I  venture  the  opinion,  if  a  census  were  takea 
of  the  districts  from  which  the  men  are  drawn^ 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  majority  were  drawn 
from  districts  outside  Canterbury. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — From  where  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  do  not  know  where  :  they 
are  not  Christchurch  men,  and  I  am  not  going: 
into  details  of  them.  Well,  Sir,  the  next  point 
I  wish  to  refer  to  is  this :  I  notice  with  satis^ 
faction,  in  connection  with  the  public-worka 
policy  of  the  colony,  we  are  to  have  £800,000- 
transferred  from  the  consolidated  revenue. 
Now,  the  £200,000  that  is  to  be  raised  for 
railway  purposes,  in  my  judgment,  ought 
not  to  form  the  subject  of  a  loan,  but 
should  be  raised  in  the  same  way  that 
we  are  raising  the  Public  Works  Fund  at 
the  present  time — that  is,  by  means  of  re- 
venue. If  we  can  raise  £300,000  this  year  for 
public-works  purposes  out  of  revenue,  why 
should  we  not  adjust  our  estimates  for  the- 
coming  year  so  that  they  shall  cover  the 
£200,000  required  for  railway  purposes  in  the 
year  that  is  coming  on  now  ?    The  next  matter 

110     ^  ^^^^  ^  refer  to  is  that  of  the  Native- 
'  '    lands  purchase,  and  I  noticed  a  state- 
ment In  the  Budget  to  this  effect : — 

"The  Native  Land  Court  now  sitting  at 
Otorohanga  will,  during  the  next  two  months^ 
define  the  interests  of  the  Crown  in  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  blocks  in  the  King-country^ 
the  purchase  of  which  has  been  in  progress  for 
the  last  two  years." 

My  only  reason  for  referring  to  that  subjeet^. 
is  that  I  hope  the  Ministry  will  sec  that  a& 
that  land  is  opened  to  settlement  the  country 
will  be  kept  clear  of  what  has  proved  in  the 
past  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  barriers  to  the- 
Native  raoe  of  the  country— the  licensed  sale  of 
grog.  I  know  there  are  members  of  this  Houf» 
who  wish  us  to  believe  they  favour  facilities, 
being  given  in  the  King- country  for  the  sale  of 
liquor ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  member 
of  the  House  is  earnest  in  that  matter,  for  no 
one  can  even  read  of  the  terrible  evils  of  the 
drink  trafl&o  on  the  borders  of  the  King-country 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  most  inhuman  for  the  colony  to  ofler 
facilities  other  than  those  existing  at  the  pre- 
sent time  —  and  they  are  doing  enormouf:^^ 
hurt — in  a  district  that  up  to  the  present 
time    has    been    clear    of    it.     There    are   ^ 
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large  number  of  matters  in  connection  with  the 
Budget  that  one  would  like  to  discuss,  the  old- 
■age  pension  scheme  among  others  ;  but,  as  that 
is  coming  up  later  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill,  I  will 
now  content  myself  with  saymg  that  there  is 
no  matter  suggested  to  the  House  this  session 
that  I  hope  more  earnestly  will  become  law  be- 
fore we  leave  than  the  Old-age  Pension  Bill.  I 
listened  last  night  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  the  speech  of  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton City.  I  do  not  remember  hearing  the  case 
of  the  mass  of  the  workers  put  in  a  better  light 
than  he  put  it  last  night.  When  the  Bill  comes 
before  the  House  I  shall  join  hands  with  those 
who  are  in  earnest  in  the  matter  with  the  view 
of  seeing  if  we  can  get  the  measure  passed  upon 
a  sound  basis,  even  if  we  have  to  reduce  the 
amount  now  proposed  to  be  paid  to  recipients 
«ach  week.  The  next  point  in  the  Budget  I 
wish  to  refer  to  has  already  been  touched  on  by  a 
number  of  speakers.  It  comes  under  the  head 
of  '*  Forests  and  Forestry."  The  importance  of 
this  matter  has  already  been  dealt  with  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere.  During  the 
short  session  this  year  I  made  some  reference 
to  the  matter,  and  I,  with  others,  have  been 
delighted  to  find  that  the  Ministry  is  ap- 
parently determined  to  see  that  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  our  forests  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  past  shall  continue  no  longer. 
I  hope  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  will  receive  the  best  con- 
sideration of  the  Government,  and  be  put  into 
«ctual  operation.  The  next  paragraph  I  want  to 
refer  to  is  that  dealing  with  freights.  The 
controversy  going  on  aa  to  who  is  responsible 
for  the  reduction  secured  in  freights  during 
the  past  few  months  suggests  to  me  that  the 
Government  might  make  inquiry  in  this  di- 
rection. In  Canterbury  the  reductions  made 
in  freights  by  the  shipping  companies  are 
olaimed  to  be  worth  £80,000  a  year.  Now, 
during  the  past  few  years  there  are  certain 
steamship  companies  of  New  Zealand  who 
have  only  been,  so  far  as  their  public  balance- 
sheets  are  concerned,  earning  a  small  dividend, 
but  during  the  very  same  time,  I  think,  if 
honourable  members  will  investigate  the  mat- 
ter, they  will  find  that  these  companies  have 
been  building  their  fleet  of  steamers  out  of 
profits. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Depreciation. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— That  is  another  term  for 
concealed  profits.  And  if  that  is  true  there  is 
no  reason  why  pressure  should  not  be  con- 
tinued at  this  particular  point  until  the  rate 
of  freights  is  approximate  to  those  charged 
between  Australia  and  the  British  ports. 
There  is  a  question,  Sir,  that  is  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  colony;  and  I  shall  be  glad 
^when  details  are  placed  before  us — I  refer  to 
the  question  of  technical  education.  As  a 
leurge  number  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  in 
the  Budget  will  form  matters  for  legislation, 
of  which  we  shall  no  doubt  hear  in  the  course 
of  the  next  few  days,  it  is  not  necessary  now 
to  deal  with  them.  I  want  now  to  refer  par- 
ticularly to  a  matter  that  has  been  before 
the  House  during  this  session  pretty  promi- 
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nently.  I  refer  to  the  matter  of  the  police 
inquiry  that  the  Government  have  decided  to 
set  up.  I  refer  to  it  for  this  reason.  Sir: 
During  the  last  day  or  two  I  have  met  with 
suggestions  in  a  number  of  newspapers  to  the 
effect— and  it  struck  me  they  might  have  been 
inspired — that  the  scope  of  that  inquiry  shail 
be  limited  to  the  offences  that  have  been 
charged  against  certain  members  of  the  Police 
Force.  Now,  if  that  is  in  the  mind  of  Minis- 
ters, I  want  to  say  at  once,  and  I  say  it  em- 
phatically, that  the  charges  against  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Police  Force  are  altogether  in- 
finitesimal compared  with  the  matters  that 
must  be  investigated  by  this  Royal  Gommis- 
sion.  I  had  no  intention,  in  dealing  with  this 
matter,  of  asking  the  House  to  mi^e  inquiry 
only  into  the  details  I  placed  before  them. 
The  issue  that  the  country  expects  will 
be  inquired  into  is  not  the  misconduct  of 
certain  members  of  the  Force,  but  the  mis- 
conduct of  those  who  have  been  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  department  during 
the  past  few  years.  For  instance,  let  me  put 
it  in  another  way,  Sir,  and  take  a  case  in 
point:  Some  years  ago  a  man  who  at  the 
present  time  is  in  the  Police  Force  was  found 
by  Colonel  Hume  and  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
in  a  state  of  drunkenness  on  the  Kiocarton 
Racecourse,  and  was  immediately  dismissed 
from  the  Force.  There  ceui  be  no  difficulty 
in  identifying  this  case.  For  two  years  he  was 
the  licensee  of  a  hotel  in  a  suburb  of  Christ- 
church,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  there  were  scores  of 
constables  who  had  been  third-class  constables 
year  after  year — ^some  for  ten  years  or  more — 
without  any  promotion  being  given  to  them — 
in  spite  of  that  fact,  this  particular  constable, 
after  he  had  been  dismissed  in  the  way  I 
have  said,  and  after  he  had  been  running 
this  hotel  for  two  years,  was  reinstated  by  the 
late  Defence  Minister,  now  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  in  his  old  position  as  a  first-class  con- 
stable. Now,  I  want  to  know,  and  the  conntxy 
wants  to  know,  how  much  of  that  kind  of  thing 
is  going  on.  And  this  is  not  a  complaint 
against  a  man ;  it  is  a  complaint  against  the 
power  behind  the  throne  that  has  been  re- 
taining men  of  that  stamp  in  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  Take  another  case.  Sir. 
We  want  to  know,  for  instance,  how  it  is-  that 
certain  removals  that  were  decided  upon  last 
March  have  not  taken  place.  I  refer  to  the 
removal  of  a  certain  sergeant  at  Invercargill, 
who  last  March  was  ordered  to  Oamaru.  The 
public  want  to  know  why  that  sergeanc  was 
not  removed  to  Oamaru,  and  why  he  is  still  at 
Invercargill.  And  then  the  scope  of  the  inquiry, 
must  be  wide  enough  to  permit  of  an  inquiry 
being  made  into  this  matter:  as  to  why 
certain  constables  who  were  ordered  to  remove 
from  Timaru  a  few  months  ago  are  still  in 
Timaru ;  why  a  constable  who  was  ordered  to 
remove  from  Ashburton  to  Timaru  was  not  so 
removed.  It  is  not  the  offences  of  a  dosen 
policemen  that  we  want  inquired  mto;  it  is 
the  method  of  administering  the  police  de- 
partment for  the  last  five  or  six  years  that  has 
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to  be  investigated.  These  men  are  the  prodnot 
-of  the  system.  Then,  again,  as  to  the  direction 
in  whioh  the  inquiry  must  go,  we  want  to 
know  how  it  is  that  a  constable  who  was  dis- 
missed in  disgrace  not  very  long  ago  was  re- 
instated in  that  Force  by  the  present  Minister 
of  Defence,  and  is  still  in  one  of  the  stations 
in  the  North  Island. 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— Quite  right  too. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— You  perhaps  know  aU  about 
it,  and  perhaps  if  the  Minister  of  Defence  had 
only  granted  the  hooourable  member  for  Par- 
nell  fewer  favours  in  the  past  it  might  have 
been  for  the  good  of  the  department  and  for 
the  good  of  the  Minister,  because  this  sort  of 
thing  is  coming  home  now.  Then  the  question 
has  cropped  up  as  to  the  personnel  of  the  Com- 
mission. I  want  to  say  at  once,  so  that  there 
will  be  no  need  for  any  criticism  afterwards, 
that,  if  there  is  any  attempt  made  to  evade  a 
full  inquiry,  the  whole  discredit  will  come  back 
upon  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  set- 
ting-up of  the  Commission.  The  suggestion 
has  already  been  made  public  that  the 
inquiry  should  be  confined  specially  to  the 
charges  which  have  been  made  against  cer- 
tain members  of  tfie  Force.  I  say  the  charges 
which  have  been  made  are  not  one-third  part 
of  the  charges  which  can  be  made,  or  the 
charges  whioh  must  be  investigated.  But  it  is 
not  against  the  men.  There  are  certfldn  mem- 
bers who  would  have  the  House  believe  that  I 
wished  on  a  former  occasion,  when  speaking  on 
this  matter,  to  brand  the  whole  Force  as  in- 
capable or  immoral.  There  is  no  man  knows 
better  than  I  do  that  there  are  scores  of  very 
able  men  in  the  Police  Force  of  New  Zealand. 
There  is  no  man  knows  better  than  1  do  that 
there  are  scores  of  men  who  have  been  syste- 
matically robbed  of  their  promotion  because 
of  political  interference  with  these  matters. 
There  is  no  one  knows  better  than  I  do  that 
there  are  many  in  all  ranks  of  t^e  Police 
Force  who  are  smarting  under  a  deep  s^nse 
of  injustice,  because  after  years  and  years 
•of  service  those  men  see  others,  through 
political  influence,  being  pushed  right  above 
•them  in  the  service.  Even  in  the  last  year 
this  is  what  happened  in  the  Force,  and  under 
the  rule  of  the  present  Defence  Minister:  a 
recruit  has  been  taken  on,  and  he  has  defied 
discipline,  and  has  refused  to  do  street  duty. 
-Orders  have  been  issued  that  the  man  is  to  be  a 
Court  orderly.  A  general  order  comes  to  hand 
to  the  efiect  that  all  constables  eligible  for 
taking  charge  of  country  stations  are  to  be 
employed  on  street  duty,  so  as  to  get  experi- 
ence. This  man  point-blank  refused  to  act, 
•and  he  appealed  to  Wellington,  and  the  order 
went  down  to  the  station  to  say  that  the  general 
order  did  not  apply  to  that  specific  constable. 
I  say  that  is  enough  to  demoralise  any  Force 
in  the  world.  The  Defence  Minister  may  pre- 
tend to  laugh,  but  I  venture  the  opinion  that 
he  does  not  feel  very  much  like  laughing.  The 
'Country  has  been  laughing  for  a  long  time  at 
the  picture  presented  by  those  two  Ministers 
who  are  pretending  to  laugh ;  but  there  is  no 
■blinking  the  fact  that  from  Auckland  to  the 


Bluff  they  are  regarded  as  symbolical  of  im- 
potenoy.  It  must  be  an  honest  inquiry.  The 
scope  of  the  inquiry  must  be  unlimited,  and  it 
must  not  have  for  its  main  object  what  was  the 
main  object  of  the  banking  inquiry  the  year 
before  last— evasion  of  the  truth.  It  must  go 
at  it  and  discover  the  truth.  There  is  one 
other  point  I  want  to  mention  before  I  finish 
with  the  Commission.  The  Premier  has  told 
the  House  that  he  is  going  to  put  on  the  Com- 
mission the  new  Commissioner  of  Police,  and 
another  gentleman  who  shall  be  a  Stipendiary 
Magistrate;  and  a  third  gentleman  is  sug- 
gested. The  Commissioner  of  Police,  in  my 
judgment,  should  attend  the  Commission; 
but  as  a  Civil  servant  he  should  not  inquire 
into  the  working  of  a  department  of  this  kind. 
Further  than  that,  I  say  the  names  of  the 
Commissioners  ought  to  be  announced  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  the  House  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  names, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  th^re  are  large  issues 
involved.  And  if  appointments  are  made  as 
appointments  were  attempted  in  this  House 
only  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  a  roost  important 
matter  was  to  be  considered — there  was  an 
attempt  made  by  the  Premier  to  set  up  an 
absolutely  partial  tribunal.  I  say  that  kind  of 
tribunal  will  not  do  for  the  inquiry  into  the 
Police  Force.  We  must  have  a  tribunal  that 
the  public  will  have  confidence  in.  We  must 
-have  an  unlimited  scope  fdr  the  inquiry ; 
and  people  who  have  been  making  the  com- 
plaints must  have  the  power  of  appearing 
before  the  Commission  and  of  calling  for 
papers  or  persons,  or  to  be  represented  before 
the  Commission  by  counsel  at  whatever  point 
it  may  sit.  I  say  that  now,  because  I  do  not 
want  to  have  to  find  fault  with  the  Commission 
after  it  has  been  appointed;  and  I,  for  one,  take 
up  this  position :  that  if  I  find  a  partial  tribu- 
nal is  set  up  I  shall  point-blank  refuse  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  inquiry — unless  we 
have  men  in  whom  I  have  complete  confidence, 
and  in  whom  the  public  have  complete  confi- 
dence. Now,  so  much  for  that  matter.  I 
want  to  refer  for  a  few  moments  to  one  or  two 
other  matters,  connected  with  the  Budget. 
There  is  one  feature  of  it  that  has  already 
struck  some  members  of  this  House.  Over 
four  millions  of  money  is  to  be  expended,  and 
we  are  told  that  the  strictest  economy  is  being 
practiced  in  connection  with  the  public  service  of 
the  colony.  Well,  1  have  searched  in  vain  right 
through  that  Budget  for  any  signs  of  economy, 
and  1  caxmot  find  the  slightest  evidence  of  it. 
I  find  here  that  we  spent  over  £100,000  more 
last  year  than  we  spent  the  year  before,  and 
that  we  are  to  spend  more  than  £100,000  more 
this  year  than  we  did  last  year,  and  there  are 
suggestions  there  for  increased  services  that 
would  run  into  hundreds  of  thousands  more ; 
but  I  find  no  signs  of  economy.  And  what  is 
this  Statement  really  saying  ?  It  says  that  in 
the  whole  of  our  public  service  there  is  no 
department  that  requires  to  be  revised,  and  no 
economies  that  can  be  practiced.  Well,  now, 
if  that  is  so,  it  is  a  remarkable  service.  In  my 
judgment,  Sir,  there  are  items  without  number 
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in  this  Budget  that  should  receive  the  very 
careful  attention  of  honourable  members,  and 
I  make  no  apology  for  referring  to  a  few  of 
them.  We  are  within  the  next  few  days  to 
deal  with  the  following  sums  of  money.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout)  suggested  to  the  Premier  that  a 
certain  sum  of  £1,750  that  is  set  down  as 
representing  his  expenses  to  England  in  con- 
nection with  the  Jubilee  celebrations  should 
be  reduced  to  the  same  amount  that  has 
been  charged  by  the  Victorian  Premier.  I 
think  that  is  £1,000.  When  the  time  comes. 
Sir,  I  shall  move  for  the  reduction  of  that 
amount  by  £750.  Then,  Sir,  I  shall  later  on 
want,  if  it  is  possible  to  get  the  details,  some 
particulars  as  to  how  the  Premier  spent 
£518  in  going  as  far  as  Hobart  and  back,  to 
attend  a  conference.  Then,  there  are  other 
items.  Altogether,  Sir,  tbis  colony  this  year  is 
under  an  expense,  so  far  as  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  is  .concerned,  of  some  £8,668. 
That  is  what  I  call  a  very  handsome  income, 
and  I  think  the  House  is  entitled  to  some 
particulars  as  to  how  the  various  items  are 
made  up.  Boughly  speaking,  this  is  how  they 
are  made  up :  The  trip  to  Hobart,  £518 ;  the  trip 
to  London,  £1,750;  travelling-allowances,  at  the 
very  least,  £400 ;  and  salary,  £1 ,000 :  £3,668.  If, 
in  addition  to  that,  we  remember  that  there  is 
£250  a  year  from  the  Assets  Board,  and  we  do 
not  know  how  Ynuch  more  from  other  offices 
connected  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
at  the  present  time,  we  have  in  the  aggregate  an 
amount  of  money  that  makes  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  almost  as  costly  to  this  colony  as 
the  Governor  himself.  When  the  time  comes — 
and  I  hope  that  will  be  within  the  next  few 
weeks — I  shall  test  the  feeling  of  this  House  on 
the  question  as  to  whether  any  member  of  the 
Ministry  in  this  colony  should  be  permitted  to 
have  financial  connection  with  any  syndicate 
whose  head-quarters  are  outside  of  this  colony. 
In  other  countries,  gen  tlemen  holding  important 
positions  in  connection  with  Government  resign 
their  company  connections  when  they  take'the 
positions ;  and  I  think  it  should  be  the  rule  in 
this  country.  Anyhow,  I  propose  to  test  the 
feeling  of  this  House  on  the  question  on  the 
first  opportunity.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
matters  I  should  like  to  refer  to.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  Budget — not  one  word— about  a 
problem  that  is  a  very  urgent  problem  :  there 
is  not  one  solitary  word  about  the  "unem- 
ployed "  difficulty,  and  it  is  a  real  difficulty. 
Any  city  member  knows  that  scarcely  a  day 
passes  but  what  we  have  a  class  of  unemployed 
men — and  women  and  children  dependent  upon 
them  in  many  cases — who  cannot  find  sale  for 
their  labour — who  have  gone  from  week's  end 
to  week's  end,  sometimes  for  weeks,  without 
being  able  to  sell  it  for  a  day.  But  there 
is  not  a  single  word  to  indicate  that  the 
Government  is  prepared  to  tackle  the  problem. 
They  promise  as>si8tance  to  all  sections  of 
the  community:  to  the  dairy  industry;  they 
promise  bonuses  to  sngar-growers — a  proposal 
that  I  shall  oppose  most  persistently  when  it 
comes  before  the  House  in  detail ;  but  there 
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is  nothing  in  regard  to  settling  the  perannial 
problem  of  the  unemployed.  Then,  we  were 
going  to  have  an  exhaustive  local-government 
reform  some  years  ago.  I  venture  the  opinion 
that  there  is  no  legislation  passed  during  the 
last  few  years — not  even  the  labour  legislation 
that  we  are  so  justly  proud  of — there  is  no  legifl> 
lation  during  the  past  seven  years  oaloulated 
to  do  so  much  for  the  people  at  so  many  points 
as  would  a  thorough-going  Local  Government 
Bill.  Then  comes  another  question  :  There  la 
no  word  here  of  the  revaluation  of  lands,  and* 
so  far  as  I  can  gather,  the  present  system  of 
land  tenure  is  fixed  and  final.  I  am  not  satis- 
fied with  it,  and  a  number  of  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  are  not  satisfied 
with  it.  We  want  a  revaluation  of  Grown 
lands  that  may  be  sold  in  the  future.  Whe- 
ther it  may  be  just  to  touoh  the  lands- 
already  parted  with  I  do  not  know;  but  we 
ought  to  make  it  possible  to  revalue  the- 
lands  already  parted  with,  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  Fair  Bent  Bill,  or  some  legislation 
giving  revaluation  in  some  form.  Then,  there 
are  in  detail  one  or  two  matters  that  are  in  my 
judgment  important.  I  will  mention  them. 
There  is  one  item  here  in  which  I  should  lik& 
to  suggest  to  the  Premier  that  he  could  save 
£1,200  straight  away.  I  am  not  contemptuous 
of  JBl, 200  a  year;  it  is  a  good  solid  sum  of  money. 
There  are  at  present  in  the  colony  four  men 
who  are  costing  us,  with  travel  ling- allowances, 
£1,200 — ^Liquor  Inspectors.  When  they  were 
appointed  I  said  publicly,  as  often  as  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself,  that  I  regarded  the 
appointments  as  an  utter  farce ;  they  have  de- 
monstrated themselves  to  be  more  than  a  farce. 
I  do  not  know— perhaps  the  Premier  can  tell 
the  House — how  memy  convictions  they  have 
secured  since  they  were  appointed.  I  know 
what  they  are  costing:  as  much  as  would 
maintain  twelve  families  in  absolute  comfort 
every  ye^r ;  and,  so  far  as  my  recollection  goes, 
they  have  had  but  three  cases  in  Court,  and 
the  only  case  I  remember  them  getting  since 
they  were  appointed  has  been  the  adulteration 
of  liquor  by  putting  water  in  it.  It  seems  to  me 
the  more  adulteration  of  that  kind  that  takes 
place  in  the  colony  the  better  for  the  people. 
It  is  a  pity,  anyhow,  for  the  colony  to  be  spend- 
ing £1,200  a  year  to  prevent  a  blessing  like 
that  befalling  those  who  consume  intoxicating 
liquor.  We  have  in  this  building  somewhere — 
I  have  not  found  my  way  into  all  parts  of  these 
buildings  yet — at  the  present  time,  I  believe, 
a  gentleman  writing  a  history  of  New  Zealand,, 
or  a  history  of  something,  and  that  same 
gentleman's  wife  in  Christchorch  is  running 
a  political  organization  that  is  running  the 
Ministry ;  and  I  say  that  this  kind  of  item  is 
fair  matter  for  comment,  even  when  one  is 
discussing  the  Budget.  But  when  we  get  to 
the  estimates  I  propose  to  exhaust  the  forms  of 
this  House  to  try  to  put  a  stop  to  expenditure 
of  this  kind.  Not  only  have  we  this  man 
writing  a  history  of  New  Zealand  somewhere, 
but  we  have  another  remarkable  item  of  ex- 
penditure which  I  want  the  Premier  to  explain. 
There  is  £1,000  charged  against  this  colony  for 
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the  Qaeensland  Exhibition.  An  expert  by  the 
name  of  Meado\vs,  whom  I  do  not  know,  unless 
he  is  a  gentleman  who  was  secretary  of  a 
dairy  company  in  Ohristohorch,  and  probably 
knows  a  great  deal  from  the  standpoint  of 
dairy  matters  as  to  keeping  the  ledger  in  con- 
nection with  the  dairy  factory — but  we  have 
pcdd  £1,000  for  that  gentleman's  expenses  to 
Queensland  as  Commissioner. 

Hon.  Membebs. — He  is  not  the  Oommis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — Oh,  I  understand;  Mr. 
Lamach  was  the  Commissioner.  Well,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  we  shall  get  some  details  as 
to  how  that  item  is  made  up. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  The  cost  of  freights,  et 
cetera. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— When  talking  to  a  gentle- 
man to-day  who  came  back  from  Queensland 
hy  the  *'  Waikare,"  and  is  passing  through 
Wellington,  he  said  that  one  tning  be  did  not 
hear  of  in  Brisbane  was  the  exhibition,  and  as 
a  keen  business- man  he  regarded  this  expendi- 
ture of  £1,000  as  being  one  of  the  silliest  things 
that  has  ever  been  done  in  this  colony  so  far  as 
public  expenditure  was  concerned.  I  am  not 
at  all  sure  that  it  is  not  one  of  the  most 
corrupt  things  on  a  small  scale  that  has  ever 
happened  in  the  colony,  and  when  the  proper 
time  comes  I  shall  want  some  details  re- 
Bpecting  it.  Then,  we  have  an  item  on  the 
estimates,  and  I  had  to  search  for  it  a 
long  time  before  I  spotted  it.  I  was  in 
Dnnedin  a  short  time  ago,  and  I  learned  that 
the  secretary  of  a  certain  pohtical  organization 
had  been  appointed  an  Inspector  of  Fisheries. 
That  is  a  department  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  knows  something  about.  I  am 
going  to  tell  him  about  the  very  energetic  servant 
he  has.  This  gentleman,  no  doubt,  believes  he 
must  do  something  to  justify  his  appointment, 
and  he  proceeded  a  very  short  time  ago  to 
prosecute  a  fishmonger  for  selling  a  flounder 
under  the  legal  size.  This  is  what  happened 
in  the  Court :  The  fishmonger  and  the  Inspector 
were  there  together,  and  when  the  Inspector  got 
into  the  box  the  first  question  the  lawyer  asked 
him  was  whether  fish  shrank  after  death.  The 
Inspector,  after  a  little  cogitation,  said  he  did 
not  know.  **  Well,"  said  the  lawyer,  *'  do  you 
know  whether  the  fish  in  question  had  its 
tail  on  when  you  measured  it  ? "  Well,  the 
Inspector  believed  it  had,  but  he  would  not  be 
sure ;  and  then  the  fishmonger  got  into  the  box 
and  declared  that  fish  did  shrink  after  death, 
and  that  that  particular  flounder  measured  had 
its  tail  ofi.  And  so  the  case  was  dismissed,  and, 
as  far  as  I  Iflive  been  informed,  that  Inspector 
has  done  nothing  since  then  to  justify  his  ap- 
pointment. But  I  presume  he  is  drawing  his 
salary  out  of  the  vote  for  £150  down  under  the 
hei^  of  *'  Protection  of  fish."  I  notice  another 
item  of  £8,000  for  deep-sea  trawling — and  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  trawling  of  another  kind  done 
in  connection  with  the  public  moneys  of  this 
colony ;  and  I  do  hope  this,  Sir :  that  this  side 
of  the  House,  anyhow,  will  see  to  its  duty,  euid 
that  when  the  estimates  come  along  will  show 
to  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  the 


saving  at  least  of  some  thousands  of  pounds 
may  be  effected.  There  will  be  other  op- 
portunities given  for  criticizing  items  in  detail. 
11  SO  ^  h&^6  JQ8^  indicated  briefly  some  of 
the  points  where  the  Treasurer  may 
expect  assistance  in  dealing  with  these  esti- 
mates. That  is  all  I  propose  to  say  on  this 
matter  to-night.  When  the  various  matters 
dealt  with  in  the  Budget  come  up  in  the  form 
of  Bills  we  can  discuss  them  in  detail,  and  dis- 
cuss them  upon  their  merits.  On  the  whole, 
the  Budget  is  a  remarkable  document.  I  have 
made  no  reference  to  the  wonderful  policy  fore- 
shadowed there  in  regard  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands.  By  all  means  let  us  get  as  much 
territory  as  possible ;  but,  before  we  cure  seized 
with  that  earth-hunger,  let  us  learn  to  adminis- 
ter the  affairs  connected  with  the  lands  we 
have  got  honestly  and  economically.  That, 
Sir,  would  be  a  sound  line  of  conduct  for  the 
Qovemment,  for  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I 
shall  do  my  level  best  to  assist  in  giving  effect 
to  it. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Sir,  when  I  heard  the 
honourable  gentleman  addressing  the  House  I 
resolved  at  once  to  make  a  few  observations  for 
the  benefit  of  honourable  members  to-night» 
but  the  question  crossed  my  mind  whether  it 
was  judicious  or  wise  or  prudent  to  use  a  sledge- 
hammer to  break  an  egg. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— You  heard  that  in  the  lobbies 
this  morning. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— Well,  it  will  serve  very  weU 
now. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Oh,  yes ;  capital  joke. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— Sir,  I  feel  not  so  much  dis- 
gusted with  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  are 
occupying  the  Opposition  benches  at  the 
present  time  as  with  those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  I  think  are  fixed  permanently  on  the 
Treasury  benches.  I  want  to  know  if  this 
country  is  to  be  ruled  by  political  pigmies  or 
by  political  giants.  I  should  like  the  Premier 
to  understand  this :  that  if  he  is  going  to 
allow  the  political  pigmies  of  this  country 
to  guide  his  operations  and  become  the 
Government  of  this  country  he  will  lose  the 
political  giants  represented  by  myself  and  some 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  support  the 
gentlemen  on  these  benches.  If  I  occupied 
the  position  of  my  honourable  and  esteemed 
friend  the  member  for  Auckland  City,  who  has, 
in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said,  managed  the 
Defence  Department  better  than  any  Minister 
I  have  ever  known,  when  the  Premier  had 
acceded  to  the  request  and  at  the  dictation  of 
the  honourable  the  junior  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  agreed  to  a  Royal  Commission, 
the  Premier  would  have  had  my  resignation 
the  next  morning.  What  will  come  of  it? 
The  honourable  gentleman  will  go  and  stump 
every  platform  in  the  country  and  say  he  has 
dictated  terms  to  the  Premier  which  the  Premier 
has  been  compelled  to  accept.  A  nice  position 
for  a  Government  to  occupy.  At  the  present  time 
I  hardly  like  to  consult  my  own  friends  what 
to  do,  but  I  can  hardly  be  guided  by  the  advice 
of  the  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  benches. 
But,  Sir,  I  have  stated,  I  think,  from  the  floor 
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of  this  House  on  previous  oocMions  that  if 
there  was  a  respectable,  decent,  intelligent 
-crowd  over  there  I  would  leave  this  side  and  go 
over  amongst  them.  That  is  what  Mr.  Taylor 
did  last  night.  It  was  rather  a  remarkable  co- 
incidence that  when  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
members  of  our  party  was  speaking  last  night 
there  was  not  one  single  member  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches,  and  I  went  over  and  took  pos- 
session and  occupied  the  seat  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  on  those  benches,  and  I  say  that 
those  benches  represented  more  intelligence  on 
that  occasion  than  they  ever  did  before.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
made  some  reference  to  the  King-country.  He 
referred  to  a  most  important  question.  He 
stated  that  in  this  Budget  it  was  declared 
that  land  had  been  acquired  in  the  King-country, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  hoped  that  this 
land  would  be  soon  Uirown  open  and  profitably 
settled.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
on  to-  his  only  hobby.  He  said  that  there 
were  members  in  this  House  who  declared 
that  they  were  not  in  favour  of  establishing 
licenses  in  the  King  -  country,  and  then 
■he  said  they  were  not  sincere.  Sir,  I  declare 
that  I  would  rather  resign  my  seat  in  this 
House  than  I  would  refrain  from  declaring 
that  the  Natives  in  the  King-country  should 
be  treated  in  the  same  honest  and  honourable 
way  as  the  Natives  in  other  parts  of  the  colony. 
Take  your  settlement  of  Otaki,  represented  by 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Field,  and  ask  if 
the  Natives  of  Otaki  are  not  as  strong,  as  in- 
dustrious, as  intelligent,  and  as  capable  of 
taking  care  of  themselves  as  the  Natives 
in  any  part  of  this  colony.  And  why  should 
not  the  Natives  in  the  King  -  country  have 
the  same  ptivileges  as  you  have  given  the 
Natives  of  Otaki  ?  Let  the  honourable  gentle- 
man apply  his  own  principles ;  let  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout) 
practise  elsewhere  what  he  has  declared  upon 
every  platform  in  the  colony.  Sir,  I  know 
the  Natives  in  the  King-country.  I  have  had 
transactions  with  them;  I  have  bought  their 
cattle,  I  have  sold  their  cattle,  I  have  bought 
their  land  and  negotiated  the  leases  for  their 
land,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  lay  down  this 
axiom  for  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City,  who  is  never  logical,  who  does 
not  know  anything  about  logic,  who  knows 
very  little  about  justice,  who  has  no  recogni- 
tion of  the  Native  difficulty — Sir,  let  me  apply 
this  principle :  I  say,  let  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
make  this  King- country  a  licensing  disirict, 
and  let  him  apply  the  principle  of  the  bare 
majority,  taking  the  Natives  and  taking  the 
European  settlers  who  are  affected  by  the 
question  of  license  or  no  license.  As  far  as 
I  am  personally  concerned  I  absolutely  dis- 
approve of  any  majority  ruling  a  minority  in 
any  question  where  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
is  affected.  Let  the  honourable  gentleman 
be  prepared  to  accept  this:  Let  him  take  a 
plebiscite  of  the  Natives  of  the  King-country, 
from  Awakino,  from  the  Mokau,  to  Kaglan, 
and  round  the  old  confiscated  line,  inside  of 
which  is  embraced  the  whole  of  the  King- 
Mr.  Lawry 


country,  and  let  the  question  of  license  or  no 
license  be  decided  on  the  one  issue.  Is  the 
honourable  member  prepared  to  accept  that  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — By  a  bare  majority  ? 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Three-fif  ths  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.^Take  it  in  Auckland. 

Mr.  LAWBY. — Make  it  apply  to  where  you 
like.  In  reply  to  the  interjection  of  the  honour- 
able member,  I  am  prepared  to  declare  to  the 
whole  country  that  I  do  not  believe  999  persons 
have  any  right  to  say  to  one  person  that  he  shall 
not  have  a  glass  of  beer. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LAWBY. —"  Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Why  does  he  not 
illustrate  his  sentiments  in  his  everyday  life 
and  actions. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— I  do  not  drink  either. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— I  will  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  been  denouncing  hotels  if 
he  is  prepared  to  accept  that  principle.  I  aak 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
if  he  will  accept ;  and  if  they  are  not  prepared 
to  accept  I  hurl  back  to  them  the  charges  of 
insincerity,  because  if  they  are  not  prepared 
to  apply  that  one  principle  of  ruling  by  bare 
majorities  in  the  King- country  they  can  never 
claim  to  apply  it  to  any  other  district  of  the 
colony.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Taylor)  started  his  address  to-night, — and  I 
must  give  him  credit  for  being  able  to  put 
very  poor  thoughts  in  appropriate  language, 
and  he  can  express  these  poor  thoughts  in 
fairly  suitable  words, — but  what  was  his  posi- 
tion when  he  started  ?  Simply  losing  sight  of 
the  great  fact  that  he  was  sent  here  to  represent 
the  colony,  he  goes  absolutely  to  local  politics. 
What  did  his  claims  amount  to  ?  A  claim  of 
having  the  whole  of  the  railway  workshops  of 
the  colony  established  at  Addington.  It  has 
been  an  open  fact  that  almost  every  representa- 
tive from  Canterbury  who  has  had  Addington 
within  the  boundary  of  his  electorate  has  come 
to  this  House  and  created  grievances.  It  does 
not  matter  whether  it  is  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  electorate  or  not — it  is  in  Canter- 
bury. Wherever  you  have  Canterbury  you  have 
*'  fekds  "  and  grievances.  In  fact,  I  heard  an 
honourable  gentleman  say  that  Christchuroh 
was  the  very  hotbed  of  fanaticism.  Is  there 
any  other  place  in  the  world  that  would  have 
tolerated  a  Worthington  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI.  — They  want  him  in  Auck- 
land. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— The  people  of  Auckland  do 
not  want  him.  I  ask  him.  Is  there  any  other 
place  where  the  Bev.  Mr.  Isitt  would  be  ap- 
plauded by  an  audience  ?  • 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  had  a  meeting  in 
Auckland. 

Mr  LAWBY. — He  was  behind  the  scenes, 
and  I  think  there  were  twenty  people  in  front 
of  him.  I  despise  the  principles  he  has 
enunciated.  I  also  despise  the  party  who  are 
surrounding  and  supporting  him.  I  recognise 
personally  that  both  the  Messrs.  Isitt  have 
made  great  sacrifices  to  the  principles  which 
they  believe  in,  and  in  their  case  it  is 
not  a  question  of  honesty,  but  absolute  de- 
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ladon.  During  the  course  of  this  debate  I  have 
listened  with  great  admiration  to  some  of  the 
addresses  delivered.  I  listened  with  delight 
to  the  speech  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout).  It  was 
characterised  from  first  to  last  by  excellent 
taste.  The  language  was  simply  beautiful.  The 
matter,  however,  was  decidedly  bad  and  illogical. 
I  do  not  consider  that  was  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fault  so  much  as  his  misfortune. 
Sir,  just  before  the  last  election  a  clergy- 
man in  Auckland  said  to  me,  "Lawry,  a 
few  years  ago  you  regularly  attended  my 
church.  You  were  one  of  the  best  contri- 
butors to  the  plate  at  the  collection.  At  that 
time  I  believed  in  you,  and  I  believed  in 
your  politics."  It  was  just  about  the  time, 
Sir,  that  I  had  the  audacity  to  oppose  you,  and 
when  I  could  have  beaten  you  if  I  did  not  like 
yon  so  well.  He  said,  **  Lawry.  I  would  like  to 
support  you  in  this  election,  but  I  cannot  do 
it."  I  said,  "  Why  ?  "  He  said,  "  I  cannot  sup- 
port  you  because  you  are  associated  with  Seddon 
and  Company,  the  most  iniquitous  Ministry 
that  ever  reigned  in  New  Zealsmd."  So  I 
said  to  him,  **  What  do  you  want  me  to 
do  ?  "  He  said,  **  I  would  like  you  to  support 
Sir  Robert  Stout,  and  then  we  would  have 
purity  of  administration  ;  then  we  would  have 
legislation  that  the  whole  colony  could  sup- 
port and  follow."  "  Oh,"  I  said,  **  that  will  do 
you.  When  I  attended  your  church,  and  when 
I  showed  a  power  of  endurance  greater  than 
pertains  generally  to  human  beings — when  I 
listened  to  your  sermous— you  told  me  that  no 
country  would  prosper  when  it  was  governed 
by  two  infidels,  two  Roman  Catholics,  and  a 
Jew.  I  heard  you  declare  that  from  your  pulpit. 
Now,"  I  said,  "  one  of  those  infidels  has  gone, 
1  believe,  to  a  paradise  that  you  will  never 
reach  unless  you  become  more  charitable. 
One  of  the  Roman  Catholics  has  gone  to  that 
bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns.  There  is 
one  agnostic,  one  iDfidel  of  the  crowd  left: 
and  you  want  me  to  support  and  follow 
him.  If  you  do  you,  are  asking  for  something 
that  is  as  impossible  as  reaching  the  North 
Pole."  Sir,  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
gets  into  power  I  will  tell  you  what  you  will  see 
me  do— you  will  see  me  kicking  the  bundle  of 
sticks  off  the  man  in  the  moon.  Sir,  during 
the  course  of  his  address  the  young,  the  in- 
experienced, and  inconsistent  member  for 
Christchurch  City  reviled  the  Hon.  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  because  he  reinstated  a  man 
in  the  Force.  I  presume  he  was  referring  to 
Constable  Russell.  It  has  never  been  proved 
that  Constable  Russell  did  anything  wrong. 
It  is  quite  true  that  he  was  found  by  spies  in  an 
hotel  after  heurs  in  Karangahape  Road,  New- 
ton ;  it  is  quite  true  that  the  spies  went  and 
reported  him  to  Sergeant  Gamble ;  it  is  true 
Sergeant  Qamble  reported  the  matter  to  head- 
quarters ;  and  it  is  true  that  Constable  Russell 
was  dismissed  upon  evidence  that  should  not 
have  convicted  any  man  in  the  world. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— What  was  he  dismissed  for? 

Mr.  IiAWRY.~He  was  found  in  an  hotel 
after  hours. 


Mr.  PIRANI.— Oh,  no;  that  is  not  the^ 
record. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— I  know  what  the  record  is. 
But  will  the  honourable  gentleman  believe  me 
when  I  say  that  not  a  single  policeman  has 
asked  me  for  a  thing  since  I  have  occupied  a 
position  in  this  House  ?  Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  believe  that  during  the  whole  course 
of  my  public  life,  which  is  longer  than  his,  I 
have  never  written  a  letter  to  the  Minister? 
I  have  never  asked  a  Minister  one  question, 
and  I  have  never  preferred  a  single  request, 
that  might  not  be  published  to  the  whole 
world.  I  appeal  to  mv  honourable  friend,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Cadman,  ana  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
to  say  if  that  is  not  the  fact.  Sir,  if  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  those  benches  were  sup- 
ported by  gentlemen  like  myself,  who  put 
nationality  and  love  of  country  before  party, 
the  result  would  be  the  production  of  laws  that 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  whole  community. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman,  with  his  inter- 
ruptions, threw  me  ofi  the  track.  I  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Does  he  not  know  that 
Constable  Russell  went  into  the  hotel  to  secure 
accommodation  for  a  party  and  to  get  something 
for  his  wife,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
doctor  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  this  man  was 
kept  out  of  the  Police  Force  for  nearly  two- 
years,  and  that  he  was  then  reinstated  ?  He 
was  put  back  into  the  Force  as  a  third-class 
constable — absolutely  disrated — a  man  who  had 
been  for  thirty  years  in  the  Force  without  a 
single  black  mark  against  him  the  whole  time. 
Would  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
City,  professedly  a  Christian,  who  stands  on  the 
public  platforms  of  the  colony  and  preaches 
charity,  not  say  that  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Justice  was  justified,  after  the  man  had  been 
punished  and  when  his  wife  and  children  were 
wanting  bread,  in  placing  the  man  in  the  Force 
again  in  the  post  he  now  occupies?  Sir,  had 
it  not  been  for  Constable  Russell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  administers  the  Police 
Department  would  not  have  been  returned  to 
this  House  with  the  majority  that  he  had. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Ha,  ha. 

Mr.  LAWRY. — Sir,  it  is  not  very  interesting 
to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  laugh ;  there 
is  no  music  in  his  tones.  And,  Sir,  what  took 
place  after  the  man  was  again  in  the  Force  ? 
Some  Christian  gentlemen  in  Auckland — those 
who  stand  in  the  pulpits  of  the  church  on  Sun- 
day and  preach  tne  doctrine  of  Christian 
charity — went  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  and 
said,  *'  You  have  placed  Constable  Russell  back 
in  the  Force,  and  you  must  put  him  out 
again."  What  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
do  ?  He  did  a  thing  that  raised  him  a  hundred 
per  cent,  in  the  estimation  of  the  thinking 
people  of  Auckland  :  he  practically  told  those 
clergymen  to  go  to  a  place  where  the  climate 
was  hotter  and  the  society  better.  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  have  sufficiently  ad- 
vertised the  honourable  the  junior  member  for 
Christchurch  City  to-night.  He  has  declared  to 
the  House  that  he  was  going  to  use  the  whole 
forms  of  the  House  when  in  Committee  in 
dealing  with  certain  items  of  the  estimates. 
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But,  Sir,  the  honoorftble  gentleman  is  not 
the  only  member  of  this  House  who  can 
use  the  forms  of  the  House.  I  have  used 
them  myself,  and  used  them  most  effectively, 
and  the  result  of  using  them  effectively  is  the 
fact  that  I  was  returned  to  this  House  at  the 
last  election  by  an  enormous  majority.  Six, 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  realise  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  one  of  the  most  treacherous 
things  ever  done  in  this  colony  he  would  not 
have  been  here  at  all.  When  I  compare  the 
honourable  gentleman  with  the  gentleman 
who  occupied  his  seat  in  the  last  Peurliament 
--a  gentleman  who  was  my  especial  and  par- 
ticular friend,  and  who  had  helped  me  on  many 
occasions  in  fighting  for  justice— I  refer  to  Mr. 
W.  W.  Collins— when  I  read  that  advertise- 
ment in  a  Christchurch  paper  magnifying  the 
fact  that  that  gentleman  had  written  a  paper 
against  the  Queen  twenty  years  ago,  and  when 
I  realised  from  private  letters  received  from 
Christchurch  that  that  advertisement  turned 
the  women  of  Christchurch  against  him,  and 
prevented  one  of  the  most  useful,  one  of  the  most 
eloquent*  one  of  the  moat  trustworthy  men  we 
ever  had  in  this  House  from  occupying  the  seat 
which  is  now  occupied  by  the  honourable  the 
junior  member  for  Christchurch  City,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  a  duty  of 
the  State  to  pass  a  Bill  to  absolutely  dis- 
franchise Christchurch.  The  only  redeeming 
feature  about  Christchurch  is  that  it  returned 
my  friend  Mr.  Lewis.  And,  Sir,  I  respect  them 
for  this  consideration.  I  wish  there  were  more 
Lewises  in  this  House.  If  we  had  more 
Lewises  we  would  have  less  sneaks. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Order. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Itjs  not  a  question  of  order 
at  all.  It  is  a  question  of  fact.  If  the  Speaker 
asks  me  to  withdraw  it,  I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  hope  the  remark  is  not 
applied  to  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— No,  it  does  not  apply  to 
members  of  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Membee.— Not  if  the  Premier  says 
it. 

Mr.  LAWRY. — I  have  always  been  ready  to 
say  what  the  Premier  tells  me  to  say.  How- 
ever, I  do  not  think  that  I  have  done  with  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  see  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  got  marginal  notes  on  his 
copy  of  the  Budget. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  do  not  know  how  you  cot 
holdout. 

Mr.  LAVVRY.~But,  Sir,  because  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  marginal  notes  on  his  copy 
of  the  Budget  that  is  sufficient  reason  to  satisfy 
me  it  would  be  very  unwise  for  me  to  use  it. 

Mr.  PIRANI.-Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— Sir,  I  realise,  and  the  whole 
country  realises,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
pressive, one  of  the  most  satisfactory,  Budgets 
that  has  ever  been  presented  in  Parliament 
since  New  Zealand  has  had  a  Constitutional 
Government  of  her  own.  Sir,  we  realise  that 
the  country  is  satisfied  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  railways  as  conducted  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Cadman.  A  few  years  ago,  in  Auckland 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  colony,  we  had  nothing 
Ur.Lawry 


hat  perpetual    growling   about   the   adminis- 

12  0  ^'^^^^  ^^  ^®  railways.  To-day  yon 
'  can  ride  up  and  down  the  trains  in 
Auckland  and  you  will  not  hear  a  single 
growl.  If  you  travel  from  Auckland  to  Ta 
Euiti — from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other — 
you  would  not  hear  a  growl.  The  settlers  are 
satisfied,  and  they  would  be  completely  satisfied 
if  the  honourable  member  would  make  one 
slight  change,  and  that  is,  give  any  body  of 
settlers  a  truck  at  a  given  price,  and  let  them 
put  anything  they  like  into  it.  Before  I  came 
into  the  House  the  railway  employes  who  I 
represent— or,  as  I  once  said,  who  have  the 
honour  to  claim  me  as  their  representative — 
were  not  altogether  satisfied,  but  now  they  are 
very  satisfied  with  the  treatment  they  are  re- 
ceiving from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  is 
at  the  head  of  the  Railway  Department.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  the  railway  men  that  I  repre- 
sent the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston 
would  not  be  occupying  a  seat  in  this  House. 
And  shall  I  tell  the  House  why  ?  I  believe  it 
is  quite  safe  to  say  that,  representing  the 
Railway  Association,  and  representing  prac- 
tically the  railway  vote  in  Auckland ;  indeed, 
I  had  nearly  a  block  vote  of  the  rail- 
way men.  Some  railway  men  waited  upon 
me  and  said  to  me,  "  We  have  associations 
in  various  places,  and  we  would  like  to  ask 
you  what  advice  we  should  send  to  the  asso- 
ciations working  with  us."  The  question  of 
Palmerston  North  came  up,  and  I  found  out 
by  sending  a  wire  to  a  friend  of  mine  at  Pal- 
merston that  the  honourable  member  had 
decleured  on  the  platform  that  if  it  came  to  a 
question  of  a  fight  between  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  the  Premier  he  would  vote  vdth 
the  Government.    Is  that  true  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No,  it  is  not. 

Mr.  LAWRY. — Then  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's own  paper  tells  lies.  I  sent  a  wire  down, 
and  when  the  reply  came  I  said,  "  Mr.  Pirani 
is  going  to  support  the  Government,  and  I  am 
supporting  the  Government ;  but  you  can  do 
what  you  like."  They  all  went  with  me,  and 
voted  for  the  honourable  member.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  that  telegram  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  be  occupying  the  seat 
which  he  does  to-day. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Oh  I 

Mr.  LAWRY.— It  is  an  absolute  fact ;  the 
honourable  member  can  laugh  as  long  as  he 
likes.  The  Premier  knows  very  well  that  the 
honourable  member  gave  a  pledge  to  support 
the  Grovernment. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  The  railway  men  sup- 
ported him. 

Mr.  LAWRY. — "And  the  railway  men  sup- 
ported him."  I  am  not  sure  thati  will  send  a 
similar  telegram  at  the  next  election.  I  believe 
the  honourable  member  is  not  yet  past  redemp- 
tion. I  believe,  if  he  would  leave  his  present 
course,  and  not  allow  the  honourable  membes 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  to  scratch 
political  worms  for  him,  and  if  he  associated 
with  decent  political  people,  the  honourable 
member  would  rise  in  our  estimation,  and  would 
make   better    use   of   his   great    talent — fot 
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iheze  is  no  doubt  he  has  talent.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  is,  metaphorically  speaking, 
like  an  old  cow  that  I  once  had,  —  gave  a 
boeket  of  milk  and  then  kicked  it  over.  Sir, 
I  am  not  a  political  pirate.  I  do  not  believe  in 
osing  any  man's  brams,  and  the  last  man  whose 
brains  I  should  think  of  using  is  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmers  ton.  Sir,  reverting  again 
to  the  honourable  junior  member  for  Christ- 
ohurch  City,  it  struck  me  as  being  very  remark- 
able that,  having  asked  for  a  Commission  of 
inquiry  into  the  whole  Police  Force  of  the 
oolony,  and  realising  that,  in  a  weak  moment, 
the  Premier,  whose  heeurt  is  softer  than  his 
head,  had  given  way,  and  had  decided  to  set 
up  a  Boyal  Commission,  it  appeared  to  me  a 
most  extraordmary  thing  for  a  gentleman  who 
had  any  sense  of  fair-play,  any  knowledge  of 
justice,  and  who  believed  in  the  principle  of 
equity  and  truth,  to  prejudge  oases  as  he  has 
done  to-day.  Why  did  he  not  refrain  from 
dragging  up  individual  oases  until  this  Com- 
mission of  inquiry  had  been  set  up,  and  let  it 
deal  with  them  ?  Would  not  that  have  been  in 
accordance  with  ethics,  and  honesty,  and  fair- 

ey  and  truth  ?  Sir,  I  do  not  set  myself  up  to 
better  than  the  honourable  gentleman,  but 
if  I  had  asked  for  a  Commission  of  inquiry — in 
the  first  place  I  could  not  have  got  it,  because 
the  Premier  knows  very  well  that  I  should  vote 
for  him  whether  I  got  the  Commission  or  not. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Is  that  right  ? 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— It  is  right.  Perhaps  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  know  it,  but  it 
is  men  like  myself  who  have  kept  the  Govern- 
men  right,  because  we  have  given  them  sup- 
port that  is  both  honest  and  intelligent.  Sir, 
I  have  never  heard  a  statement  that  has 
created  such  a  painful  impression  on  my 
mind  since  I  have  been  in  this  House  as  that 
which  has  been  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber this  evening.  I  was  saying  just  now  that  I 
had  listened  with  pleasure  to  the  speech  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City, 
Sir  Robert  Stout  ;  but,  Sir,  the  junior  member 
for  Christcburoh  City,  when  he  declared  that  a 
Oommission  must  be  set  up  to  inquire  into  the 
whole  administration  of  the  Police  Force  for 
the  past  five  or  six  years,  and  then  took  out 
individual  cases,  I  say  was  disingenuous,  un- 
generous, and  unkind. 

An  Hon.  Member.—'*  Incurable  bias." 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— Yes,  and  affiicted  with  in- 
curable bias.  I  hope,  when  the  time  comes, 
that  if  a  Commission  is  set  up  the  inquiry  will 
be  exhaustive,  and  that  every  item  in  connection 
witii  the  whole  administration  of  the  Police 
Force  will  be  investigated  thoroughly ;  and  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  tiie  result 
will  be  utter  confusion  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  asked  for  the  inquiry. 
I  should  advise  the  honourable  gentleman 
while  there  is  yet  time  to  go  to  the  Premier 
and  apologize  for  what  he  has  done,  and  ask 
the  Premier  not  to  set  up  the  Commission  at  all. 
•Sir,  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City 
once  delivered  an  eloquent  speech  in  the  House ; 
he  got  that  speech  publishea  in  pamphlet  form, 


and  he  said  to  me  "  I  am  going  to  send  a  copy 
of  it  to  my  boy  and  ask  him  to  read  it  and  tell 
me  what  he  thinks  about  it."  A  few  days  after  he 
had  a  letter  from  the  boy  who  said,  "  Dear  father, 
I  have  read  your  speech ;  it  is  awfully  long." 
That  applies  to  the  Financial  Statement.  I 
must  confess  I  have  not  read  it,  but  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  trust  those  who  saw  the  Statement 
in  manuscript ;  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
up  to  the  present  time  my  trust  and  confidence 
has  never  been  betrayed.  I  heard  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  once  hurl  the 
charge  across  the  floor  that  we  were  dumb  dogs. 
Is  he  prepared  to  make  the  same  declaration 
now?  I  believe  there  never  was  a  political 
gentleman  in  this  country  who  so  truly  repre- 
sented Lazarus  as  the  honourable  member, 
when  we  realise  that  he  called  us  "  dumb  dogs," 
and,  like  Lazarus,  has  he  not  been  licked  by  the 
dogs  ?  The  only  thing  is,  Lazarus  had  not  half 
the  number  of  political  sores  on  him  for  the  dogs 
to  lick.  I  am  delighted  to  know  that  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Act  has  worked  so  satisfac- 
torily. I  was  gratified  to  know  that  it  has 
more  than  accomplished  all  the  objects  claimed 
for  it  when  it  was  introduced  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Lands  De- 
partment. I  am  afraid  if  it  failed  anywhere 
it  would  be  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Auck- 
land. I  thought  if  the  Government  advanced 
money  on  lajids  north  of  Auckland  they  must 
lose  money.  But  just  before  I  came  down  I 
went  to  the  office  to  ascertain  what  arrears  of 
interest  there  were.  To  my  utter  astonishment, 
it  did  not  amount — ^speaking  from  memory — to 
£50.  The  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  have  declared  that  interest  to  settlers 
would  have  come  down  in  any  case.  I  have  no 
doubt,  speaking  generally,  the  honourable 
gentlemen  are  right :  money  would  have  come 
down  in  any  case.  But,  to  my  mind,  the  great 
benefit  in  connection  with  the  advances  to 
settlers  has  been  this :  that  it  has  established 
the  principle  that  a  man  who  borrows  £50  gets 
it  at  the  same  rate  of  interest  as  a  man  who 
borrows  £5,000,  and  this  has  been  used  as  a 
lever  all  over  the  country  for  brioging  down  the 
rate  of  interest  on  small  advances.  In  my 
own  particular  capacity  I  have  had  nearly  fifty 
cases  that  have  come  under  my  personal  notice 
where  there  have  been  mortgages  falling  due 
for  small  amounts,  and  I  have  been  asked  if 
the  persons  interested  could  get  the  money 
from  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office.  I  have 
said  to  them,  "  What  do  you  pay  ?  "  Some  of 
them  were  paying  7,  and  8,  and  10,  and  as 
much  as  11  per  cent.  In  every  case  they  have 
gone  to  the  men  from  whom  they  borrowed 
the  money  and  have  got  the  interest  reduced 
by  arrangement  to  5}  per  cent.,  and  conse- 
quently there  has  been  no  necessity  to  borrow 
from  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office.  I  ask 
honourable  gentlemen  over  there  who  have 
been  dealing  with  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
pounds  of  money  if  such  a  thing  as  that  could 
have  taken  place  unless  they  had  had  this 
powerful  lever  provided  by  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  ? 
Captain  RUSSELL.— Yes ;  you  could  bor- 
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row  the  money  now  at  ^  per  cent,  on  good 
Becurity. 

Mr.  LAWBY. — The  honourable  gentleman  is 
forgetting  the  principle.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
this  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  could  you  have 
got  a  small  sum  like  £100  at  4^  per  cent.  ? 
Sir,  you  would  not  get  it  at  under  8  per  cent, 
before  this  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  came  into 
operation.  The  more  necessitous  a  man  was 
the  more  they  preyed  upon  his  necessities. 
Sir,  if  the  Government  had  never  done  one 
single  thing  except  passing  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act,  they  deserve  the  thanks,  as  they 
have  the  confidence,  of  the  people  of  this  colony. 
Well,  it  was  rather  amusing  to  me  the  other 
night  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
railing  against  the  tariff  legislation  of  the 
Government.  Let  the  honourable  gentleman 
look  up  his  own  speech  made  in  1888,  when 
he  was  opposing  his  chief.  Captain  Kussell, 
and  supporting  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  in  passing 
a  tariff  which  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  declared  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  establishing  the  financial 
position  of  the  colony.  Sir,  it  is  not  very  otten 
that  I  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) ;  but  I  have 
declared  upon  every  platform  where  I  have 
addressed  the  people  of  this  colony  that  he 
laid  down  a  sound  axiom,  at  any  rate,  when  he 
declared  that  the  settlers  of  this  country  can, 
under  existing  circumstances,  practically  have 
a  free  breakfast- table.  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  appeared  to  realise,  when  he 
was  addressing  this  Chamber  in  1888,  and 
supporting  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  what  is  an 
undeniably  sound  principle :  that  the  Customs 
tariff  as  it  obtains  in  this  colony  is  practically 
a  voluntary  system  of  taxation.  Sir,  I  have 
gone  into  Bellamy's  before  now  and  I  have 
bought  whiskey  there  and  paid  for  it,  and  con- 
sequently I  have  contributed  to  the  revenue  of 
the  country.  There  is  nothing  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  to  compel  me  to  buy  that  whiskey 
and  contribute  that  money  to  the  revenue. 
Before  now  I  have  also  smoked  cigarettes ; 
but  there  was  nothing  on  the  face  of  creation 
to  compel  me  to  buy  cigarettes  and  contri- 
bute to  the  revenue  of  the  colony.  Sir,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  once 
pointed  out  with  very  great  force  and  power,  a 
settler  can  grow  his  own  necessaries  of  life, 
and  consequently  provide  everything  that  is 
necessary.  He  can  grow  his  oats,  he  can  grow 
his  butter,  he  can  make  his  cheese,  he  can 
provide  his  bacon,  kill  his  own  mutton,  grow 
his  own  wheat,  and  make  his  own  flour,  and 
practically  can  defy  the  Customs  duties  of  the 
colony.  Sir,  it  has  been  proved  to  demonstra- 
tion by  a  statement  made  by  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  that  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased duties  imposed  by  the  tariff  passed 
in  the  last  Parliament  no  additional  burdens 
whatever  have  been  placed  on  the  people. 
Sir,  if  the  people  buy  spirits,  if  they  buy 
tobacco,  if  they  indulge  in  jewellery  to  give 
to  their  best  girls,  if  they  send  home  to  Eng- 
land for  their  clothes,  that  is  their  lookout. 
It  is  a  voluntary  contribution  on  their  part. 
Well,  I  hope  that  before  the  end  of  this  Parlia- 
Oaptain  Russell 


ment,  irrespective  of  all  parties,  we  shall  realise 
that  patriotism  must  rise  above  party  con- 
sideration, that  the  first  consideration  with  us. 
should  be  the  love  of  country  and  a  desire  to 
advance  the  country's  freedom.  Sir,  I  realise 
that  the  Government  intend  to  drop  the  Local 
Government  Bill  this  session.  It  is  just  as 
well,  because,  as  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  last  Parliament,  it  was  unwieldy, 
unworkable,  and  cumbrous.  But  that  there 
is  a  necessity  for  some  form  of  local  govern- 
ment which  will  give  the  people  local  adminis- 
tration, and  enable  them  to  provide  the  means 
whereby  to  administer  their  affairs,  every 
right-thinking  man  must  admit,  for  it  is 
as  manifest  ae  is  the  trunk  on  an  elephant's 
face.  It  has  been  said  it  was  a  mistake 
to  abolish  provincial  government.  I  believe 
it  was,  because  I  think  that  the  provincial 
form  of  government  which  obtained  in  the 
early  days  was  about  the  most  simple  and 
effective  that  any  country  in  the  world  ever 
possessed.  But  I  would  like  to  point  out,  with 
regard  to  that  system  of  provincial  government^ 
you  had  at  that  time  a  dual  form  of  govern- 
ment. It  was  absolutely  certain,  in  the  natural 
order  of  things,  that  under  this  system  you 
would  have  friction,  but  the  trouble  was  this  : 
that  the  local  Government,  as  represented  by 
the  Provincial  Council,  had  legislative  as  well 
as  administrative  powers,  which  necessarily 
brought  them  into  conflict  with  the  superior 
legislation  of  the  General  Assembly.  What  we 
want  is  a  simple  form  of  local  govern- 
ment. Perhaps  it  might  in  some  respects 
deal  with  railways,  but  we  do  not  want  so- 
much  red-tape — I  mean  such  a  system  of 
red-tape  as  would  compel  a  man  to  send  to 
Wellington  to  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
if  he  could  remove  a  nail  from  the  railway- 
line.  What  we  want  is  a  system  of  local 
government  which  will  raise  this  House  out 
of  the  state  of  some  huge  Board  of  Works. 
We  want  a  system  of  local  government  which 
will  elevate  this  Chamber  and  the  members 
of  this  Chamber  to  a  plane  where  they  could 
take  their  proper  position,  being  a  le^slative 
body  pure  and  simple,  and  to  make  laws  for 
the  advancement  of  a  young  and  vigorous 
nation.  I  am  very  desirous  indeed  to  sup- 
port the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  in  his 
desire  to  obtain  additional  lands  for  settle- 
ment. It  has  been  stated,  Sir,  that  we  have 
thousands  and  thousands  of  acres  in  the  North 
Island — waste  lands — that  are  suitable  for  im- 
mediate and  profitable  settlement,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  no  necessity  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  invest  money  in  private 
estates.  I  believe.  Sir,  we  have  lots  of  lands 
in  the  Korth  Island  that  could  be  opened  for 
immediate  and  profitable  settlement ;  but  I 
realise  that  in  the  electorates  represented  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Gamaru  and  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  there  are  huge 
estates  which  were  acquired  under  the  provi- 
sions  of  the  existing  law,  and  consequently 
acquired  legally.  But,  Sir,  would  it  be  rights 
would  it  be  just,  would  it  be  fair,  would  it  be 
tolerated,  if  it  were  made  obligatory  for  tho 
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people  in  those  diatriots  to  leave  their  homes 
—for  the  young  people  who  were  horn  in  the 
place  to  leave  their  homes  and  be  driven  away 
from  old  associations  to  the  wilds  of  the  North 
Island?  I  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
hamane  measures  ever  placed  upon  the 
statute-book;  and  I  say  this  also:  that  in 
the  North  Island— I  mean  among  my  aristo- 
oratio  friends  represented  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikato — it  is  an 
unpopular  thing  to  invite  or  call  attention  to 
these  large  estates.  If  it  had  not  been  popu- 
lar the  honourable  member  for  Patea  and 
the  honourable' member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  B.  Stout)  would  go  on  all  the  public  plat- 
forms in  this  country  in  the  large  centres  of 
population  and  denounce  the  system  intro- 
duced by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  which  ho 
has  brought  to  so  successful  an  issue.  Sir, 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition 
benches  have  never  attempted  to  attack  the 
policy  of  the  Oovemment.  What  they  have 
done  is  to  trot  out  three  or  four  stock  griev- 
ances. First  of  all  they  had  the  Hon.  John 
Bryce:  that  was  played  out — they  found  that 
the  country  did  not  see  anything  wrong  in 
that.  Then  they  had  the  Serjeant-at-Arms; 
then  Pomahaka;  and  here  they  have  raised 
this  session  Bushy  Park,  and  the  setting-up  of 
the  sessional  Committees. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— We  have  not  finished 
those  yet. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— 1  would  not  impeach  the 
veracity  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
leads  the  Opposition,  although  be  has  not  led 
it  very  successfully  up  to  the  present  time. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  political  impeounio- 
iity 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Too  much  veracity,  I 
am  afraid. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  there  is  too  much  veracity.    There  was  a 

fentleman  who  was  bom  in  the  same  parish  as 
was,  an  opponent  of  the  Government,  and 
who  at  one  time  occupied  Bushy  Park.  His 
name  was  Mr.  Frank  Bich ;  and  he  has  declared 
to  me  over  and  over  again,  and  in  the  public 
Press  he  has  made  the  statement,  that  this 
Government  paid  a  more  than  sufficient  price 
for  Bushy  Park. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — ^Not  the  Oovemment. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— The  people  who  bought  it. 
When  those  honourable  members  talk  about 
Bushy  Park,  they  have  afterwards  to  go  out- 
side and  apologize  to  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Fraser,  who  has  supported  the  necessity 
and  bona  fides  of  this  transaction.  Sir,  I  have 
seen  Bushy  Park,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  a 
sufficient  sum  was  paid  for  it;  and  if  the 
honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition 
benches  had  been  desirous  of  buying  it  they 
had  the  same  opportunity  as  the  sons  of  the 

12  90  ^'^^"^^  ^^  Lands.  *  The  thing  was  in 
'  the  market  for  months  and  months; 
and  I  would  like  to  point  out  to  honourable  mem- 
bers that  in  dealing  with  Bushy  Park  they  are 
casting  reflections  upon  one  of  the  staunchest 
members  of  their  party,  and  a  member  of  a 
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Board  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  non-political 
Board.  The  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
may  laugh.  We  will  have  another  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  it.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion says  he  is  not  finished  with  it.  I  hope,  for 
the  sake  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  his 
party,  the  honourable  member  will  keep  it 
steadily  in  view. 

Mr.  SPEAREB.— Time  is  up. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— That  is  rather  a  sudden  pull 
up,  Sir. 

Mr.  PIBANI. — May  I  make  a  personal 
explanation  ?     • 

Mr.  SPEAKEB— Yes. 

Mr.  PIBANI. — The  honourable  member  just 
now  pretended  to  quote  from  the  report  of  an 
election  speech  of  mine.  He  stated  I  had  said, 
"Whenever  the  Government  got  in  a  tight 
place  I  would  vote  lor  them."  Well,  Sir,  my 
politics  are  not  based  on  that  sort  of  thing ;  and 
an  honourable  member  who  does  keep  a  record 
of  the  speeches  of  members  has  handed  me 
^e  report  referred  to,  and  I  think  I  may  be 
excused  for  quoting  the  exact  words  of  the 
report.    These  are  the  words  : — 

*'  He  claimed  to  be  a  Liberal  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  word,  and  he  challenged  any  one 
to  give  a  single  instance  of  his  having  departed 
from  the  paths  of  true  Liberalism.  True,  he 
would  not  be  the  servile  follower  of  any  man  ; 
he  refused  to  allow  his  vote  to  be  placed  with- 
out qualification  at  the  disposal  of  a  party,  and 
he  declined  to  be  trampled  on  by  any  one  pos- 
sessing even  a  little  *  brief  authority.'  He 
felt  sure  his  constituents  would  sooner  send 
a  representative  to  Parliament  who  had  the 
ability  to  exercise  his  own  judgment,  the  know- 
ledge to  utilise  his  own  common -sense  and 
make  use  of  the  brains  God  had  given  him, 
than  if  their  member  had  proved  a  blind,  sub- 
servient follower  of  any  one." 

Those  are  the  words  of  the  report  in  the 
paper  that  the  honourable  gentleman  said  had  ' 
reported  me  as  saying,  *'  I  would  vote  with  the 
Government  whenever  they  got  into  a  tight 
place " ;  and,  if  that  was  not  correct,  had 
"  told  lies "  about  me.  The  want  of  veracity 
is  in  quite  a  different  direction. 

Debate  adjourned. 

OOBBECTION  IN  FINANCIAL  STATE- 
MENT. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Mr.  Speaker,  reference  has 
been  made  to  two  typographical  errors  at  page 
7  of  the  Financial  Statement.  The  figure  **  1 " 
ought  to  be  in  place  of  an  **  0,"  and  **  8  "  was 
printed  where  there  ought  to  be  **  2."  I  think 
the  House  ought  to  allow  the  necessary  cor- 
rections to  be  made. 

Corrections  ordered  to  be  made  accordingly. 

DESPATCHES. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  when  the  Premier 
would  lay  before  the  House  the  despatches  he 
had  promised  for  the  last  four  weeks. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  he  would  be  able  to 
lay  them  on  the  table  next  day. 

The  House  adjourned  at  thirty-five  minutes 
past  twelve  o'clock  a.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  22nd  October,  1897. 


Police  Commission— Flnanoial  Statement. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clook. 

Prayebs. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Before  the  orders  of 
the  day  are  called  on  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier,  without  notice,  if  he 
would  inform  the  House  who  are  the  gentle- 
men he  has  selected  to  form  the  Royal  Com- 
mission for  the  police  inquiry.  As  there  are 
«o  many  rumours  afloat  throughout  the  country, 
I  think  it  desirable  that  we  should  have  some 
Authoritative  statement  from  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  intimated  to  the  House  a 
few  days  ago  that  the  Government,  so  soon  as 
ever  they  had  decided  who  is  to  form  the 
Royal  Commission,  would  inform  the  House 
accordingly.  I  hope  I  am  not  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  rumours  afloat.  I  believe  one 
rumour  was  that  I  was  going  to  appoint  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Isltt  to  the  Commissibn. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— He  is  not  a  Stipen- 
diary Magistrate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  had  all  sorts  of  repre- 
sentations made  to  me  as  to  who  should  go  on 
the  Commission,  but  I  shall  take  the  House 
into  my  confidence  so  soon  as  anything  has 
been  decided.  We  have  not  as  yet  considered 
the  question  of  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Are  you  not  going  to 
speedily  determine  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  tell  the  House  the  greatest 
care  must  be  taken  to  make  such  a  selection  as 
to  give  confidence,  and  I  think  I  ^aid  before  we 
ought  to  give  the  new  Commissioner  time  to 
settle  down  and  get  his  domestic  arrangements 
fixed,  as  he  only  arrived  here  last  Sunday.  I 
^o  not  intend  to  act  hastily,  but  I  do  intend 
to  act  wisely.  Ministers  are,  of  course,  now 
working  night  and  day,  and  members  must 
extend  to  them  that  courtesy  to  which  they  are 
entitled.  I  thank  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
for  asking  me  the  question,  because  I  also  have 
heard  rumours,  and,  the  question  having  been 
asked,  the  uneasiness  created  by  these  rumours 
-will  be  abated  and  removed. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Premier  says  he 
is  going  to  appoint  the  Commission.  I  hope  he 
will  take  the  Minister  of  Defence  into  his  con- 
fidence, for  I  think  Mr.  Thompson  ought  to  be 
consulted. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  I  did  not  make  myself 
clear  I  certainly  meant  to  do  so.  I  believe  I 
said  I  wanted  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Cabinet,  and  surely  that  is  in  the  plural  sense. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— Sir,  I  rise  this  afternoon 
ander  somewhat    peculiar  circumstances.      I 


think  it  was  arriuiged  last  night  by  both  the 
Whips  that,  according  to  the  usual  practice, 
being  an  Opposition  member,  I  should  follow 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  Oity, 
who  is  a  Government  supporter. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— Well,  he  is  not  an  Opposi- 
tion  member.  However,  a  rather  extraordinary 
thing  happened.  The  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  brought  such  heavy  artillery 
to  bear  upon  the  Government  that  tney  asked 
me  to  withdraw,  in  order  to  allow  one  of  their 
supporters  to  answer  one  of  their  supporters. 
Well,  that  is  not  all,  because,  if  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  Oity  said 
was  bad,  what  the  honourable  member  for  Par- 
nell,  who  was  to  answer  him,  said  was  worse ; 
because  he  told  them  in  plain  language  that 
the  whole  Ministry  ought  to  have  resigned; 
and,  Sir,  I  think  what  he  said  will  appeaJ  to 
every  member  of  the  House.  Being  an  old 
member  of  the  House,  and  a  man  full  of  the 
sense  of  honour,  he  was,  I  think,  correct  in  his 
views.  The  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  have 
received  an  affront — one  of  the  greatest  affronts 
that  could  be  offered  to  them — they  haye 
been  dragged  at  the  heels  of  the  honoar- 
able  member  for  Christchurch  City  in  a  way 
that  no  other  Ministry  in  this  colony  has  been 
dragged.  We  have  the  honourable  member  for 
Parnell  taking  the  r6le  of  a  political  Baalam — 
he  was  called  up  to  curse  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City,  and  instead  of  that 
he  cursed  his  own  Ministry.  He  informed  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Defence  that  if  he  had 
been  in  his  position  and  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  had  brought  up  this  Royal  Commission, 
his  resignation  as  Minister  would  have  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Premier  in  five 
minutes*  time.  Sir,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
and  I  think  this  House  must  agree  with  me, 
that  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Defence  would 
have  adopted  a  better  position  if  he  had  taken 
the  course  proposed  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Parnell.  He  is  in  an  unfortunate  position. 
He  is  condemned  on  all  sides  for  his  manage- 
ment of  the  Police  Force,  and  his  only  excuse, 
as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  is  the  answer  that  he 
cannot  give— that  is,  that  all  these  things  hap- 
pened before  he  came  into  office.  They  h^- 
pened  while  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  was 
Minister  of  Defence ;  and  this  answer,  which  is 
a  plain  one  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  he  is 
debarred  from  giving.  I  think,  Sir,  he  would 
have  gained  the  respect  of  all  in  this  Chamber 
if  he  had  said  straight  out  that  the  Premier  is 
responsible  for  all  these  things,  and  then  have 
sent  in  his  resignation.  But,  Sir,  it  is  rather 
like  breaking  a  butterfly  on  the  wheel  to  allude 
to  the  Minister  of  Defence,  because  these 
things  belong  properly  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  sits  opposite — ^he  is  the  head 
and  front  of  the  offending ;  and  I  think  the 
House  has  incurred  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  for 
pointing  out  a  way  for  getting  round  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier.  It  seems  a  simple  matter, 
and  it  is  wonderful  we  never  thought  of  it 
before.    It  seems  if  you  just  write  a  letter  to 
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the  Premier  at  a  certain  time,  just  about  five 
or  six  minutes  before  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  you  will  get  exactly  what  you  want— 
jou  have  only  got  to  write  a  letter  and  the 
thing  18  done.  I  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City,  who  is  not  here 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  if  we  appeal  to  him,  whether 
he  would  endeavour  to  get  all  these  ques- 
tions answered  that  are  on  the  Order  Paper. 
There  are  170  odd  questions ;  and  I  think,  if 
we  could  only  get  the  honourable  member  this 
afternoon — about  five  o'clock  would  be  the  cor- 
rect time — to  write  a  letter  to  the  Premier 
saying  that  unless  questions  are  answered  he 
will  withdraw  his  support,  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  get  them  answered  at  once.  T  trust  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City,  Mr. 
Smith,  will  suggest  that  to  his  colleague.  But, 
Sir,  is  it  not  a  pitiable  spectacle  to  see  the 
Ministers  on  those  benches  "grovelling** — 
tiiere  is  no  other  word  I  can  use — simply 
"grovelling"  to  one  of  their  supporters.  We 
know  that  in  the  course  of  Stanley's  travels  in 
Africa  he  met  a  tribe  in  the  centre  of  Africa 
who  made  their  dinner  off  dirt ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt,  if  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  were  in 
that  country  he  would  be  a  champion  eater  of 
dirt,  because  for  the  last  week  or  two  he  has  had 
his  fall  measuie  of  nothing  but  dirt.  First  of 
all  he  had  to  withdraw  or  climb  down  about  the 
Committees — ^he  has  had  to  climb  down  and 
allow  private  members  to  have  their  day  ;  and 
he  has  had  to  climb  down  over  a  matter  of 
policy  in  a  way  no  other  Premier  has  ever  had 
CO  do  before.  We  can  only  presume  that  he  is 
fio  wedded  to  the  office  and  to  the  emoluments 
of  office  that  he  is  willing  to  eat  any  amount 
of  dirt  before  he  is  kicked  out.  I  say.  Sir,  that 
the  thanks  of  this  House  are  due  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  for  ad- 
ministering these  doses  of  dirt.  I  do  not  think 
the  country  will 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  come  from  Cambridge, 
and  might  naake  use  of  choicer  language. 

Mr.  HERKIES.— I  have  used  good  plain 
English  terms  that  express  what  I  mean ;  but 
I  will  say,  if  you  like,  that  you  are  eating  the 
most  humble  pie  that  ever  a  Premier  had  to  eat. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  a  better  style. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— Humble  pie  or  dirt— it  is 
just  the  same — you  have  had  to  climb  down. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
is  like  Mrs.  Squeers.  The  Premier  is  like  the 
boys  of  Dotheboy's  Hall.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  fills  the  spoon 
with  dirt,  like  Mrs.  Squeers  did  with  brim- 
fitone-and- treacle,  and  the  Premier  has  to 
swallow  it. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — They  are  not  asking  for 
more. 

Mr.  HERRIES.— No  ;  but  from  what  I  can 
gather  from  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  said  last  night,  I  think  he 
baa  got  piles  of  this  dirt  that  the  Ministry 
have  to  eat.  He  is  going  to  exhaust  all  the 
forms  of  the  House,  and  we  on  this  side  feel 
pity  for  those  who  have  got  to  eat  it. 

Mr.  HOGO.— I  would  rather  eat  it  than  spit 
it  out. 


Mr.  HERRIES. —  But  you  have  not  the 
choice.  I  will  now  proceed  to  a  criticism  of 
the  Budget.  It  is  plain  to  evervbody  that  this 
Budget  shows  ample  evidenoe  tnat  it  has  been 
composed  by  the  Premier  on  his  trip  Home. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  is  like  the 
traveller  who  jots  down  notes  in  a  handbook. 
Here  we  have  a  note  about  ramie  fibre,  and  a 
note  about  Honolulu.  They  are  all  jotted  down 
as  if  in  a  note-book,  smd  the  Statement  bears 
every  sign  of  the  honourable  gentleman  having 
been  "  stuffed  "  by  every  traveller  he  met  on 
the  steamers  and  on  the  trains.  There  is 
another  aspect  of  it,  in  this  way:  Taking  up 
the  book,  the  first  thing  I  saw  was  an  illustra- 
tion on  the  front  page,  and  in  looking  over  the 
letterpress  I  saw  several  people's  names  men- 
tioned, something  like  they  are  in  a  mercantile 
handbook.  I  got  to  the  end,  and  expected  to  see 
the  advertisements,  but  they  have  been  missed 
out — which  is  curious,  as  the  whole  Statement 
is  simply  a  sort  of  collection  of  trade  advertise- 
ments. For  instance,  I  find  that  there  is  an 
advertisement  about  the  people  who  have  the 
new  process  for  the  ramie  fibre.  Their  names 
are  Qomess,  I  think.  There  is  an  advertise- 
ment for  Mr.  Perrin,  of  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment. There  is  a  good  advertisement  about 
Mr.  Claus  Spreckels  and  his  company,  in  the 
paragraph  about  beet-root.  There  is  an  ad- 
vertisement about  Messrs.  E.  Vanquier  and 
Sons,  of  Lille,  also  in  the' sugar- beet  paragraph. 
Messrs.  R.  P.  Hardy  and  George  King,  the 
eminent  consulting  actuaries,  have  a  para- 
graph on  page  21.  The  Thames  Dock  Com- 
pany has  a  good  advertisement  on  page  24 ; 
and  there  are  advertisements  about  the  ship- 
ping companies  in  the  paragraphs  about  ocean 
mail- services.  The  Statement  seems  to  me  to 
be  crammed  full  of  advertisements  that  people 
do  not  want  to  know  anything  about.  I  hardly 
think  that  a  document  like  this  should  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  private  individuals  in  that 
way.  With  regard  to  the  ramie  fibre,  a  pos- 
sible explanation  may  be  made  about  it.  The 
ramie  fibre  is  rather  a  peculiar  thing  to  put 
into  a  State  document  like  this,  and,  like  the 
fiy  in  amber,  we  wonder  "  how  the  devil  it  got 
there."    The  explanation  probably  is  that  these 

geople  approached  the  Premier — I  refer  to  the 
romess  Company — on  the  subject  of  this  ramie 
fibre  ;  and  probably  next  session  we  shall  hear 
that  the  Right  Mon.  the  Premier  has  been 
promoted  to  the  Board  of  the  Gomess  Company 
at  a  salary  of  about  £2,000  a  year.  I  propose 
o  Q  to  discuss  in  the  time  allotted  to  me  the 
'  foreign  policy  of  the  Financial  State- 
ment ;  and  I  am  quite  confident  that  while  the 
Premier  sits  on  those  benches  we  shall  have 
a  foreign  policy — a  disease  he  has  contracted 
duriog  his  trip  Home ;  and,  as  it  is  well  that 
young  members  should  make  something  a 
specialty,  I  shall  try  and  devote  myself  to  a 
special  study  and  criticism  of  the  foreign 
policy,  so  that  if  our  side  gets  into  power 
I  may  qualify  myself  to  hold  the  port- 
folio of  Foreign  Minister,  and  shall  be  able  to 
speak  with  some  authority  on  the  subject. 
Before  starting  on  this,  however,  I  should  like  to 
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call  attention  to  one  thing.  In  the  reference  to 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Account  there  is  mention 
that  a  Bill  is  going  to  be  prepared  to  give  local 
bodies  greater  facilities  for  raising  loans. 
There  is  a  matter  connected  with  my  district 
which  is  racher  important,  and  I  trust  that 
whoever  prepares  the  Bill  will  act  upon 
the  suggestion  I  am  about  to  make.  At  the 
present  time  there  is  great  difficulty  in  some 
of  the  out-of-the-way  counties  in  getting 
sufficient  ratepayers  to  vote  for  a  loan.  There 
is  always  a  number  of  absentees,  especially  in 
a  country  settled  by  old  soldiers,  and,  as  the 
absentees'  votes  count  against  the  proposal, 
they  prevent  the  Council  from  raising  a  loan. 
The  people  who  do  vote  are  in  favour  of  the  loan, 
but  those  who  are  not  there  by  their  absence 
prevent  the  loan  being  raised.  Provision  ought 
to  be  made  to  prevent  this  happening.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  public-works  expenditure, 
I  have  a  small  crow  to  pick  with  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  :  not  that  he  does 
not  get  enough  money  voted,  but  that  when  he 
does  get  the  money  voted  he  will  not  spend  it. 
1  find  that  to  my  district  last  year  the  Minister 
was  most  liberal.  No  less  than  £83,000  was 
voted  to  my  district  as  far  as  funds  in  the 
disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  are  concerned, 
and  we  should  have  been  very  well  satisfied 
with  that ;  but  only  £19,000  has  been  spent  up 
to  the  dlst  March,  and  I  do  not  think,  as  far  as 
I  know,  much  has  be^n  spent  since  that  date. 
That  means  that  about  £14,000  has  never  been 
spent.  I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  not  only 
deal  liberally  with  my  district  this  year,  but 
that  he  will  spend  this  £14,000  besides.  For 
several  works  in  my  district  money  has  been 
voted,  but  not  a  penny  of  it  has  been  expended. 
These  were  all  placed  down  on  the  estimates 
of  last  year,  but  the  unfortunate  thing  is  we 
find  nothing  spent.  I  hope  and  trust  these 
items  will  be  continued  this  year,  because 
the  works  are  required  in  the  district.  As 
an  example  of  what  I  mean,  I  may  quote  a 
few  items  for  which  money  was  voted  but 
nothing  spent:  Taupo  Domain,  £400;  bath 
and  water-supply,  Tokaanu,  £500;  wharf, 
Tokaanu,  £200  ;  track  to  Orakei-Rorako.  £500; 
Waiotapu  Springs,  £500 ;  Morea  Bridge,  £500 ; 
Botorua  Wharf,  £400;  Mamaku-Rotorua-Ox- 
ford,  £300,  et  cetera.  The  great  difficulty 
apparently  is  not  to  get  the  money  voted,  but 
to  get  the  Government  to  spend  the  money  on 
works  for  which  it  has  been  voted  after  it  is 
voted.  Now,  Sir,  the  question  of  this  ramie 
fibre  seems  extraordinary.  The  Statement 
says,— 

**It  is  exceedingly  hardy,  and  thrives  in 
almost  any  description  of  soil ;  indeed,  it  was 
formerly  looked  on  as  a  troublesome  and 
ineradicable  weed.  Quite  recently,  the  gum, 
which  had  hitherto  defied  the  efforts  of  inven- 
tors to  extract,  has  been  mastered  by  a  new 
process." 

Those  who  live  near  a  goldfield  know  some- 
thing about  processes  ;  several  new  ones  come 
out  every  year,  and  how  many  succeed  ?  Sup- 
posing this  new  process  does  not  suceed,  we 
flhall  have  got  this  plant,  which  is  an  exceed- 
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ingly  hardy  and  ineradicable  weed,  and  probably 
the  next  year  we  shall  find  the  Minister  of 
Lands  including  it  in  his  Noxious  Weeds  Bill. 
It  seems  difficult  to  find  any  information  about 
this  ramie  fibre,  but  I  find  that  in  Victoria  it 
was  introduced  in  1854— forty  years  ago — ^and 
was  reported  to  be  doing  well.  Still,  we  do  not 
hear  of  any  great  export  of  the  ramie  fibre  from 
Victoria.  We  come  now  to  the  question  of  the 
foreign  policy.  This  opens  up  a  vast  field  to 
speak  upon.  First,  we  are  reminded  of  Hono- 
lulu. The  Premier  went  Home  that  way,  and 
on  his  way  over  America  he  seems  to  have  had 
a  colloquy  with  President  McKinley  over  sherry- 
oobUers  and  long  cigars,  and  he  appears  to 
have  come  to  some  arrangement.  First  of  all 
he  says,  — 

''The  action  of  the  United  States  in  propos- 
ing to  annex  the  Hawaiian  Islands  should  not 
pass  unnoticed,  and  in  calling  attention  thereto 
I  do  so  in  the  most  friendly  spirit." 

What  a  grand  condescension  on  the  Premier's 
part  I  I  suppose  the  Premier  said  to  President 
McKinley,  *'  Of  course  I  am  bound  to  notice  it, 
but  in  a  friendly  spirit."  But  what  would  have 
happened  supposing  he  had  done  it  in  an  un- 
friendly spirit;  would  it  have  caused  a  war  with 
America  ?  It  was  very  kind  of  the  Premier, 
and  I  am  sure  the  Americans  will  take  it  as  a 
compliment,  and  President  M'Einley's  mind 
will  be  relieved.  The  Statement  goes  on  to 
say,  "  What  has  caused  the  complete  change 
of  front  and  departure  from  the  Munroe  doc- 
trine on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is  not 
for  me  to  say."  Why,  the  Premier  does  not 
apparently  know  what  the  Munroe  doctrine 
is.  This  annexation  is  a  carrying-out  of  the 
Munroe  doctrine,  and  President  McKinley 
seems  to  have  been  too  smart  for  the 
Premier,  and  "  stufFed  "  him  as  to  what  the 
Munroe  doctrine  was.  The  doctrine  has  been 
defined  as  **  America  for  the  Americans.**  The 
annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  is  not 
a  departure  from  it,  but  a  direct  carrying-out 
of  the  Munroe  doctrine.  The  Premier  also 
says,  *'  With  annexation  the  new  American 
tariff  will  obtain  in  the  Hawaiian  group,  and 
our  treAe  must  inevitably  suffer."  In  the  next 
page  he  tells  us  that  the  trade  of  Honolulu  is 
steadily  decreasing.  If  it  is,  what  is  the  use 
of  bothering  about  the  trcule?  The  whole  of 
the  islands  are  not  so  big  as  the  electorate  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  and  the  exports 
in  1895  amounted  to  £2,895,  and  in  1896  to 
£1,382.  If  we  are  to  have  a  foreign  policy,  we 
might  have  a  foreign  policy  which  would  have 
more  effect  than  a  foreign  policy  with  Hono- 
lulu.   Then,  the  Treasurer  says, — 

'*  If  the  Japanese  wish  that  the  islands  should 
remain  as  at  present,  her  claim  is  a  good  one ; 
but  if  the  object  is  Japanese  control,  then 
American  annexation  is  preferable.  There  is, 
however,  nothing  at  present  to  warrant  the 
course  taken;  and,  under  all  circumstances, 
the  action  of  America  at  the  present  juncture 
is,  if  not  unfriendly,  at  least  very  selfish." 

The  Premier  does  not  seem  quite  so  friendly 
in  this  paragraph,  but  surely  the  Premier  must 
see  that  he  is  at  one  time  approving  the  action 
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of  America  and  at  the  other  condemning  it. 
Well,  Sii,  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  us  that 
the  Americans  shonld  annex  Honolala  than 
that  the  Japanese  should  do  so.  I  am  not 
going  to  trouble  about  the  freights,  and  I  pass 
on  to  these  ocean  mail- services,  which  open  up 
■a  large  question,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Treasurer  is  inclined  to  spend  a  lot  of  money 
•on  them.  I  believe  that  if  these  big  steamers 
•could  get  a  regular  trade  with  New  Zealand 
they  would  come  out  here  without  a  subsidy. 
He  says,  talking  of  the  Messageries  Company, 
•that— 

**  Noumea  is  the  terminus  of  its  line,  and  it 
•seems  almost  a  waste  of  money  to  send  the 
Messageries  steamers  to  Noumea  and  then  for 
them  to  return  to  Sydney.  If  a  branch 
-steamer  were  sent  from  Sydney  to  Noumea 
there  would  then  be  nothing  to  prevent  the 
mail-boats  making  New  Zealand  their  ter- 
minus." 

But  there  must  be  something,  because  the 
mail-boats  do  not  go  to  Noumea.  A  branch 
line  does  go  to  Noumea,  so  that  there  must  be 
something  to  prevent  the  mail-boats  making 
New  Zealand  their  terminus,  and  that  reason 
is  that  they  cannot  get  cargo  and  it  will  not 
pay  them,  and  it  is  no  use  trying  to  make  a 
trade  where  it  will  not  go.  Let  me  refer  now 
to  the  Eastern  service  which  is  suggested. 
One  oan  hardly  go  into  the  whole  question  of 
what  is  called  the  Arafura  Sea  trade,  but  I 
would  like  to  point  out  one  or  two  important 
points.  He  proposes  to  take  steamers  from 
kew  Zealand  right  up  the  Queensland  coast, 
touching  at  Java,  Singapore,  Rangoon,  and 
•Calcutta.  Well,  that  is  a  long  distance,  and 
there  are  many  ports  to  touch  at.  A  service 
like  this  would  hardly  do  for  a  passenger 
eervice,  as  it  would  necessarily  be  very  slow, 
.and  the  population  in  the  islands  of  those 
seas,  "  Java  and  Mildura,  and  adjacent 
islands,"  is  not  of  such  a  class  that  would 
require  any  of  our  products.  I  may  say 
I  do  not  know  how  he  got  the  word  "Mil- 
dura,"  because  Mildura  is  a  settlement  in 
Victoria.  There  is  an  island  called  Madura 
near  Java,  so  I  presume  it  is  a  misprint. 
Then,  as  to  the  population  of  these  islands  as 
set  forth  in  the  Statement,  I  find  on  reference 
to  the  Statesman's  Year-book  that  a  great 
'  deal  is  mere  conjecture.  And,  further,  they  are 
mostly  natives,  not  Europeans,  and  they  would 
not  want  anything  from  us.  I  understand 
they  live  on  rice,  or  something  of  that  sort, 
and  they  clothe  themselves  with  cotton ;  and  we 
have  not  got  cotton  to  supply  them  with,  nor 
rice  to  feed  them  with,  so  that  I  do  not  see  what 
trade  we  can  do  with  them.  There  are  a  few 
Europeans :  for  instance,  at  Singapore  there 
are  five  thousand  Europeans,  but  that  number 
includes  troops.  At  Penang  there  are  only 
eleven  hundred  Europeans,  so  that  there 
would  be  very  little  trsbde  done  there.  Then, 
with  regard  to  Bengal,  the  only  things 
we  want  from  Bengal  are  woolpacks  and 
tea.  Our  imports  from  Bengal  in  1896  in 
woolpacks  were  only  £30,000,  rice  only  £2,000, 
.and   tea   only    £29,000.      Well,    there    is    no 


trade  in  that — ^that  is  not  worth  sending 
steamers  or  getting  a  line  for.  Then  our 
exports  to  Bengal  were  only  £1,600,  brought 
about  mainly  by  a  shioment  bt  horses  from 
Lyttelton,  which  probably  did  not  pay.  Our 
exports  to  Singapore  were  only  £187.  The 
Statement  says  that  **  at  present  it  pays  the 
Union  Steamship  Company,  in  conjunction 
with  the  British  India  Steamship  Company, 
to  send  a  large  cargo-steamer  down  to  New 
Zealand  at  irregular  intervals  (about  once  every 
two  months)  with  heavy  ca\  goes."  The  service 
is  certainly  very  irregulat,  because  only  two 
ships  came  down  from  Bengal  in  1896,  and 
only  one  ship  went  back.  He  suggests  our  ex- 
ports to  India  would  be  **  fresh  and  tinned 
meats,  dairy  produce,  horses,  temperate  fruits, 
grain,  et  cetera"  How  came  he  to  mention 
grain,  when  there  is  more  wheat  produced  in 
India  than  ever  we  produced,  and  at  a  cheaper 
rate  ?  and  as  a  consequence,  if  we  had  a 
traffic  to  India,  probably  the  grain  would 
be  sent  from  India  to  New  2iealand.  And  as 
to  fresh  and  tiimed  meats,  Queensland  pro- 
duces more  tinned  meats  and  fresh  meat  than 
we  can,  smd  these  steamers  are  to  touch  there, 
so  that  the  effect  of  the  whole  service  will  be 
to  cut  our  own  throats.  We  have  not  got 
cotton  to  send  them,  and  their  principal  im- 
port is  cotton.  We  have  only  got  wool,  and 
they  do  not  wear  wool  there,  or  very  little  of  it ; 
and  aA  for  horses,  it  is  well  known  that  ship- 
ments to  India  do  not  pay ;  and  as  for  tempe- . 
rate  fruits,  they  are  all  destroyed  by  the  codlin- 
moth.  Now,  there  is  another  question  here, 
and  that  is  the  proposed  appointment  of  busi- 
ness agents  for  the  colony  in  the  United  King- 
dom. That  seems  to  me  just  a  chance  for  the 
Ministry  to  make  billeLs  for  themselves  when 
they  are  out  of  office.  It  means  more  billets 
for  those  of  the  ''right  colour."  He  says 
here,  **  Their  work  would  be  to  distribute 
papers,  books,  illustrations,  and  general  infor- 
mation respecting  New  Zealand."  Probably, 
what  he  wants  is  a  series  of  book  -  can- 
vassers. I  do  not  know  whether  there  are 
any  **  Picturesque  Atlases "  knocking  about 
New  Zealand,  but  possibly  the  Premier 
has  bought  up  the  copyright  of  the  '*  Pic- 
turesque Atlas,"  and  proposes  to  send  these 
people  round  distributing  these  atlases  through- 
out the  cities  of  England.  That  would  be  a 
nice  advertisement  for  this  colony !  Then  he 
says,  "  They  would  also  be  able  to  give  infor- 
mation to  intending  immigrants — particularly 
of  the  farming  class."  But  we  are  not  bring- 
ing out  immigrants  now,  and  what  do  they 
want  to  give  information  to  immigrants  for? 
Then,  they  are  to  give  information  regarding 
the  suitability  of  the  land  for  '*  horticulture, 
viticulture,  stock-raising,  and  dairying."  I  do 
not  believe  the  Premier  or  the  Ministry  knows 
the  capabilities  of  this  country  for  horticulture 
or  viticulture— and  particularly  as  to  viticul- 
ture, they  do  not  know  what  part  of  the 
country  is  suitable  for  it;  and  how  it  is  pos- 
sible, therefore,  for  these  men  at  Home  to 
give  information  that  would  be  at  all  reliable 
with  regard  to  these  matters  passes  my  com- 
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prehension.  We  are  also  told,  **  These  agents 
i;v-ould  he  able  to  give  reliable  information 
to  British  oapitalists  regarding  «be  colony. 
The  emoluments  for  such  positions  would  not 
amount  to  much."  If  you  are  not  going  to 
pay  a  man  well,  how  can  you  expect  him  to 
give  full  and  proper  information?  Supposing 
these  agents  were  throughout  the  British  cities 
with  small  emoluments,  it  would  be  open  to  any 
one  who  wished  to  float  a  *'  wild-cat "  mine  to 
write  to  one  of  these  agents,  and  say  to  him, 
**  I  will  put  you  down  for  ten  thousand  shares 
if  you  will  help  to  float  it."  The  Government 
would  be  placed  in  a  false  position  if  they 
were  to  employ  these  men  at  small  pay  and 
hold  themselves  responsible  for  their  actions. 
You  must  get  good  men,  and  if  you  get  good 
men  you  must  pay  them.  Then  we  are  told, 
*'  Leading  business-men  would  be  glad  to  have 
the  agency,  because  it  would  be  the  means  of 
giving  them  a  status."  That  means  that  pro- 
bably you  would  see,  say,  in  the  City  of  Qlas- 
gow,  a  sign  ''John  Smith,"  or  some  other 
name,  '*  Agent  for  the  Government  of  New 
Zealand."  And  so  in  time  all  the  small  shops 
and  the  small  traders  would  have,  no  doubt,  the 
sign,  "  Agent  for  the  Government  of  New  Zea- 
land." I  do  not  think  that  would  tend  to  bring 
the  colony  into  great  credit,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  of  any  use  to  the  country  at  all. 
If  you  were  to  place  the  information  at  a  cen- 
tral agency  in  London— at  the  Agent-General's 
office,  for  instance — so  that  any  one  might 
get  at  it,  it  would  be  more  advantageous  than 
sending  agents  round  the  country  distributing 
information  that  could  not  be  depended  on.  I 
would  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  about  the 
Conferences  that  have  taken  place  at  Hobart 
and  London.  After  reading  the  report  of  them 
through,  it  seems  to  me  that  at  both  Confer- 
ences there  was  a  lot  of  talk — something  like 
what  is  done  here— and  nothing  came  out  of  it. 
They  cost  a  lot  of  monev,  and  we  are  no  further 
forward  than  we  were  oefore  they  were  held. 
The  only  thing  that  seemed  to  be  decided  at 
the  Conference  at  Hobart  was  as  follows  :— 

**  In  respect  to  a  lighthouse  at  the  Snares,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse 
there  should  be  made  the  subject  of  an  agree- 
ment to  be  submitted  by  New  Zealand  to  the 
Governments  of  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and 
Tasmania  for  their  consideration." 

There  is  something  we  have  got  to  do,  and  I 
would  like  to  know  whether  it  has  been  done. 
Then,— 

"  In  respect  to  the  federal  company  law  of 
Australasia,  it  was  decided  that  the  assimila- 
tion of  the  company  law  of  Australasia  is  de- 
sirable, and  that  New  Zealand  should  prepare 
a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  this." 

I  do  not  see  that  any  Bill  has  been  so  pre- 
pared. Apparently  these  were  the  only  two 
things  that  were  settled  at  the  Conference  at 
Hobart,  and  New  Zealand  had  to  do  them,  and 
has  not  done  so.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  con- 
ference with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  in  London,  we  have  this  statement : — 

**  Her  Majesty's  Government  desire  to  put  on 
record  their  ntrong  sense  of  the  loyal  and  pa- 
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triotic  spirit  which  was  shown  by  all  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  colonies  in  the  course  of  their 
discussions,  and  hope  that  their  colonial  col- 
leagues are  satisfled  that  their  visit  has  been 
productive  of  great  advantage  to  the  Empire,, 
and  that  the  conferences  which  have  been  held 
have  resulted  in  such  a  free  interchange  of 
views  as  will  have  a  lasting  andbeneflcial  effect 
in  securing  a  complete  mutual  understanding 
between  the  colonies  and  the  Mother-country." 

Well,  Sir,  a  little  lower  down  we  And  this  : — 

*'  In  respect  to  political  relations,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  present  political  relations 
between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  self- 
governing  colonies  were  generally  satisfactory 
under  the  existing  condition  of  things." 

From  this  the  Premier  of  Tasmania  and  our 
own  Premier  dissented.  How  does  this  show 
the  mutual  understanding?  About  Imperial 
defence  nothing  was  done  ;  about  the  Japanese 
treaties  nothing  was  done ;  nor  about  the 
Pacific  cable.  As  to  coloured  immigration  no 
definite  agreement  was  arrived  at,  '*  and  in  the 
meantime  the  Asiatics  Restriction  Bill  has  not 
received  the  assent  of  Her  Majesty."  And 
that  is  another  question  we  must  consider. 
If  we  are  going  to  tap  '*the  endless  stream 
of  tourists  daily  passing  east  and  west 
through  Singapore,"  and  have  the  people  of 
India  coming  to  take  advantage  of  our  cli- 
mate and  of  our  grand  institutions,  and  also- 
have  on  the  statute  •  book  a  law  like  the 
Asiatics  Restriction  Bill,  that  prevents  them 
landing  under  a  penalty  of  £100,  it  seems  to 
me  the  line  of  steamers  will  travel  be- 
tween Calcutta  and  Auckland,  or  Wellington, 
without  a  single  passenger,  because  yon  cannot 
make  them  believe  that  it  is  worth  their  while 
to  pay  £100  to  come  in  to  enjoy  our  climate. 
Then,  there  is  one  other  thing  in  this  Budget 
that  if  we  bring  about  and  do  nothing  else  this 
Parliament  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  In 
that  part  of  the  Statement  that  treats  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  the  main  object  of  the  Pre- 
mier's foreign  policy,  I  gather,  is  to  maka 
Hawaii  the  **  Switzerland  of  the  Pacific " ; 
but  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman, 
fully  understands  what  he  is  aiming  at  in  that. 
The  Sandwich  Islands  have  no  glaciers  ;  there 
are  no  Swiss  pesisantry,  and  the  people  are  a 
mixture  of  Japanese,  natives,  Yankees,  and 
others.  It  should  more  properly  be  called  the 
'*  Alsatia  of  the  Pacific."  And,  Sir,  after  care- 
fully considering  this  Statement,  the  impres- 
sion that  seems  to  dwell  in  the  memory  longest, 
and  to  which  the  whole  Statement  seems  to 
lead  up — in  fact,  the  only  important  thing  in 
the  Budget — is  to  "  make  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
the  *'  Switzerland  of  the  Pacific."  And  if  we 
can  accomplish  that,  we  can  retire  to  our  con- 
stituents at  the  end  of  this  session ;  and  if  they 
ask  us  what  we  have  done,  we  can  point  with 
pride  to  this  action,  and  say,  **  We  have  en- 
deavoured successfully  to  make  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  the  Switzerland  of  the  Pacific." 

Mr.  FLATMAN. — Sir,  before  I  commence 
my  speech  I  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  speech  delivered  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.    I  consider — and  I  say  it  without 
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feac  of  oantradiotioii  —  that  that  honourable 
gentleman  made  one  of  the  weakest  speeches 
on  his  side  of  the  House,  and  the  reason  I 
think  so  is  that  he  knows  more  about  politios 
than  any  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
support  him.  He  knows  well  that  in  the 
Budget  there  was  nothing  for  him  to  pull  to 
pieces;  consequently  it  was  hard  for  him  to 
make  a  speech  at  all,  and  it  is  only  those  on 
his  side  who  know  less  about  politics  who  have 
anything  to  say  about  the  Budget.  That  is 
how  the  matter  really  stands,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
.  Riocarton — ^no  one  can  say  he  is  not  a  poli- 
tician— will  find  it  a  very  hard  matter  to  make 
a  telling  speech  against  the  Gbvemment  if  he 
accepts  the  Budget  as  his  groundwork.  Now, 
the  honourable  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
talked  mainly  on  the  foreign  policy.  I  do 
not  know  why  he  did  so,  and  left  his  own 
adopted  country  out  of  the  question  altogether, 
unless  it  was  that  he  knew  nothing  of  what  he 
was  talking  about,  and  thought  that  we  knew 
less  of  the  subject,  or  that  he  knows  nothing  of 
the  wants  of  the  colony ;  consequently,  he  filled 
in  his  time  talking  about  the  foreign  policy. 
Sir,  it  is  a  great  pity  that  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  do  not  acquaint  them- 
selyes  with  facts  before  they  speak  in  the 
House,  because  what  we  utter  here  is  sent  forth 
to  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and  when  a  member 
makes  charges  which  he  afterwards  finds  to  be 
unfounded,  the  result  is  not  at  all  pleasant. 
Therefore,  in  justice  to  their  constituents, 
honourable  members  should  be  certain  of  their 
facts  and  figures  before  they  employ  them. 
The  honourable  gentleman  spoke  of  the  charges 
brought  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
churoh  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  against  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  but  it  was  not  to  the  present  Pre- 
mier that  the  charges  leirelled  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchurch  City  referred.  His  re- 
marks did  not  apply  altogether  to  the  Premier, 
because  they  extended  over  a  period  of  eight 
years  or  so,  and  the  Premier  has  not  occupied 
the  office  of  Minister  of  Defence  for  that  time, 
but  only  for  a  part  of  it.  Then  the  honourable 
member  spoke  about  the  vmting  of  a  letter  at 
a  certain  hour,  and  said  something  about  the 
Premier  having  '*  climbed  down,"  and  he  also 
spoke  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  as  the  "  becurer  of  piles  of  dirt."  I 
do  not  think  that  is  a  proper  tning  to  say  of  a 
member  of  this  House — it  is  very  disrespectful. 
At  any  rate,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  wordls  about 
the  Police  Commission.  I  am  in  a  position 
to  state  that  previous  to  the  writing  of  the  letter 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh 
City — who,  to  my  mind,  is  over  zealous  and 
desirous  of  overdoing  things — the  honourable 
member  for  Ashley  had  written  to  the  Premier 

00  the  matter.  It  was  on  Friday  that  be  wrote, 
which  is  previous  to  the  date  on  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  City  com- 
municated with  the  Premier.    Another  thing 

1  would  like  to  say  is  that  on  Monday  morning 
I  was  in  the  lobby  speaking  to  the  Premier  about 
ihe  advisability  of  appointing  a  Commission. 
I  have  always  taken  an  interest  in  this  question, 


believing  that  an  inquiry  should  be  held,  al- 
though I  have  not  taken  steps  to  have  the  fact 
blazoned  all  over  the  colony.  I  have  not  been 
in  the  habit  of  running  up  to  the  reporters^ 
gallery  and  straining  the  facts  a  little  more 
than  was  warranted  by  the  actual  circum- 
stances, hence  it  is  not  generally  known  that 
last  session  I  urged  the  Premier  to  hold  an 
inquiry.  I  believe  that  if  a  man  does  good  it 
will  come  out  some  time,  and,  if  not  known  in 
his  lifetime,  it  may  be  afterwards  found  on 
his  tombstone.  But  to  return  to  my  subject :  ^ 
was  speaking  to  the  Premier  on  the  matter  of 
the  Commission,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones 
came  up  to  us,  and  that  gentleman  and  I  had 
a  long  conversation  on  the  question  with  the 
Premier,  who  assured  us  that  a  Commission 
would  be  set  up,  and  that  the  new  Commis- 
sioner of  Police  would  be  one  of  the  Board. 
That  is  as  far  as  he  went,  and  we  did  not  ask 
him  any  more,  as  we  understood  that  everything 
had  been  arranged  in  Cabinet.  I  then  saw 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones  go  to  the  telegraph-office, 
and  I  believe  he  sent  away  a  telegram  to 
that  effect  to  his  district.  At  any  rate,, 
in  the  Oamaru  dfail  of  Monday  I  find  a 
telegram,  headed  *'  From  our  own  correspond- 
ent," to  this  effect:  "The  Premier  has  re- 
solved that  the  new  Commissioner  of  Police^ 
who  has  just  arrived,  shall,  with  another, 
investigate    the   police   matters  thoroughly." 

8  30  ^^^*  ^  ^^^®  ^^  doubt  that  that 
*  honourable  gentleman  went,  directly 
lie  left  the  Premier  and  myself,  to  the  tele- 
graph-office and  sent  away  that  telegram.  I 
think  the  Premier  will  bear  me  out  In  saying 
that  he  was  warranted  in  telegraphing  as  he 
did  after  the  conversation  that  had  passed  be- 
tween us.  Sir,  we  have  had  so  much  from  the 
Opposition  about  maladministration  that  I 
tmnk  the  colony  is  by  this  time  pretty  well 
tired  of  the  indictment.  The  fact  remains 
that  honourable  gentlemen  fail  to  put  their 
finger  upon  any  specific  case  where  malad- 
ministration has  happened.  Now  I  turn  for 
a  few  moments  to  the  Budget  presented  for 
the  years  1888-89,  and  in  that  Budget  I  find 
that  the  local  bodies  were  informed  it  was 
probable  that  a  Bill  would  be  introduced  that 
session  to  increase  the  rate  of  interest  payable 
on  loans  made  during  the  current  financial 
year,  but  it  was  not  to  exceed  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— That  is  on  loans  to  local 
bodies. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Yes,  it  refers  to  loans  to 
local  bodies.  Further  on  in  the  Budget  the 
Treasurer  says,  **  Under  the  new  valuation  the 
property-tax  would  yield  £16,000  less,  and  that 
in  consequence  of  the  exemption  of  machinery 
there  would  be  £20,000  less  revenue  that  year." 
Now,  the  first  thing  they  did  was  to  have  a  Bill 
brought  forward  which  lowered  the  property- 
tax  £16,000,  and  they  further  exempted  that 
year  another  £4,000,  which  brought  the 
amount  up  to  £20,000.  They  also  raised  the 
rates  of  interest  to  the  local  bodies,  and  their 
revenue  that  year  was  no  less  than  £4,055,034, 
and  that  is  very  little  short  of  our  revenue 
this  year.    Well,  I  find  in  perusing  that  Budget. 
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that  daring  the  same  year  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer  says  that  '*  It  is  satisfactory  to  state  that 
depasturing  licenses,  rents,  et  cetera^  increased 
hy  £36,683.'*  A  table  showing  two  years'  exports 
will  be  interesting  to  members.  The  table 
will  repay  a  careful  study.  The  export  of  grain 
increased  from  3,630,843  bushels  to  5,584,488 
bushels;  grass-seed,  from  164,550  bushels  to 
274,772  bushels  ;  frozen  meat,  from  49,363,8881b. 
to  63,003,472  lb.  The  value  of  excess  exports, 
exclusiye  of  wool,  was  no  less  than  £992,000, 
and  the  total  «,xports  had  increased  £929,340 
in  1888-89  to  what  it  was  in  1887-^8. 
Sir,  that  is  what  happened  in  1888-89.  I 
want  to  know  if  there  must  not  have  been  a 
deal  of  maladministration  at  that  time  when 
matters  were  in  such  a  stagnant  state  in  the 
colony.  As  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  at 
that  time  they  also  had  a  loss  by  emigration 
amounting  in  two  years,  according  to  the 
Treasurer,  to  9,580  people,  of  whom  4,476  were 
males  over  fourteen  years  of  age.  Now, 
just  fancy  with  all  that  success,  with  all  the 
increases  of  exports  that  are  enumerated  here, 
how  they  were  driving  people  out  of  the  coun- 
try. The  administration  they  had  at  that  time 
must  have  been  maladministration  in  the 
extreme.  I  do  not  know  how  they  have  the 
effrontery  to  attack  this  Liberal  Qovemment  in 
the  way  they  have  done.  Well,  Sir,  I  want 
now  to  speak  a  little  on  the  education  ques- 
tion. X  am  glad  to  find  by  this  Budget  that  it 
is  proposed  to  establish  scholarships  which  are 
to  DC  of  sufficient  value  to  enahle  children  from 
the  primary  schools  to  pass  to  the  secondary 
schools,  and  from  the  secondary  schools  to  our 
colleges ;  and  I  regret  this  has  never  been  done 
before.  The  poor  man's  child  has  never  been 
able  to  obtain  the  advantages  which  are  now 
promised  to  us. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.<— Oh,  oh  ! 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— There  is  no  doubt  about 
it.  Any  one  can  say  **  Oh,  oh  I "  but  there  have 
heen  practically  no  children  of  the  poorer 
classes  who  have  obtained  these  benefits,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  they  were  out  of  their 
reach.  Now,  Sir,  look  at  the  increase  of  ex- 
penses that  we  have  since  the  Opposition  were 
m  power.  The  cost  in  1888  for  education  was 
£425,263  28.  6d.— that  is,  for  primary  educa- 
tion—and the  cost  this  year  is  £488,027  Is.  9d. 
That  is  an  increase  of  £62,763  19s.  4d.  over 
what  it  was  nine  years  ago.  Now,  Sir,  that  shows 
that  we  have  to  face  an  increased  expenditure 
which,  in  this  case,  we  are  rather  proud  of. 
If  they  could  not  manage  better  than  to  drive 
people  out  of  the  colony  when  they  had  such  a 
successful  year  as  they  had  in  1888-89,  how 
would  they  manage  now  if  they  were  placed 
upon  the  Ministerial  benches?  There  is  an- 
other thing  in  connection  with  the  education 
question  that  I  would  like  to  point  out,  and  that 
is  that  the  average  salaries  of  our  teachers 
in  1888  were  £92  138.  4d.,  and  the  average 
for  1897  has  risen  to  £95  7s.  3d.  Does  that 
look  like  maladministration  ?  What  have  they 
got  to  say  about  that  ?  Now,  Sir,  during  the 
same  period  the  amount  set  apart  for  scholar- 
ships has  increased  by  £1,578  12s.  4d.  in  our 
Afr.  Flatman 


primary  schools.  Does  that  look  like  malad> 
ministration?  Why,  if  ever  they  shonid  get 
into  power  again,  and  succeed  better  than  they 
did  when  they  previously  held  the  reins,  it 
would  be  because  they  obtained  their  lemon 
from  those  who  are  now  sitting  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  As  I  have  said,  there  was  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  Land  Fund  at  that  time  of 
£10,993.  At  the  same  time  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  rents  amounting  to  £36,000  and  some 
odd  pounds.  Everything,  Sir,  was  on  the  in- 
crease when  they  were  in  such  hard- up  cir- 
cumstances. There  was  a  greater  output  of 
coal,  the  mining  industry  was  going  ahead, 
everything  was  flourishing,  and  yet  they  oould 
not  carry  on  the  work  of  &e  Goyemment  with- 
out driving  people  out  of  the  country  by  thou- 
sands. Well,  Sir,  there  is  one  thing  1  would 
like  to  speak  upon,  and  that  is  the  report  on 
the  charitable  aid  institutions  of  the  colony. 
That  report  says : — 

"  I  know  of  a  *  defective,*  half-imbeoile  girl 
who  has  already  had  five  illegitimate  children 
by  different  fathers,  all  of  whom  are  now  being 
supported  by  the  Charitable  Aid  Board,  while, 
of  course,  the  mother  is  maintained  emd 
encouraged  to  propagate  more." 

Well,  Sir,  if  that  is  the  case  these  matters 
want  looking  into.  I  know  in  some  parts 
of  the  country  that  there  are  people  who 
are  actually  living  on  the  Charitable  Aid 
Board  by  keeping  children  that  are  boarded 
out.  I  do  not  say  the  children  are  ill-treated 
in  any  manner  whatever,  but  I  say  something 
should  he  done  upon  the  report  of  our  chari- 
table aid  institutions  in  the  colony.  While 
I  am  referring  to  this  matter  I  would  like  to 
say  a  little  more.  I  believe  that  our  Hospital 
and  Charitable  Aid  Boards  are  scarcely 
doing  their  duty.  I  feel  certain  of  that.  In 
AuoUand  the  expenditure  last  year  was  £11,000 
odd,  and  the  patients'  payments  amounted 
to  over  £3,000.  That  is  somewhat  creditable. 
In  Christchurch  the  expenditure  was  within  a 
few  pounds  as  high  as  it  was  in  Auckland, 
whilst  the  patients'  payments  only  amounted 
to  £524  8s.  8d.  >In  Dunedin  the  expenses  were 
£7,000,  and  they  had  over  £1,800  paid  by 
patients.  I  do  not  wish  to  infer  that  people 
unable  to  pay  should  be  hunted  for  payments, 
but  I  say  the  Boards  should  find  out  those 
who  can  pay,  and  in  that  case  take  steps  to 
recover  the  debt.  I  am  in  a  position  to  know 
from  private  information  that  there  are  people 
who  can  pay  these  debts  but  who  fail  to  do  so, 
and  they  are  not  always  poor  people.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  there  is  an  increase  in  con- 
nection with  our  lunatic  asylums.  A  gentle- 
man met  me  the  other  day,  and,  when  I  told  him 
what  increases  we  had,  what  did  he  say?  I 
said  that  the  increase  of  lunacy  patients  this 
year  was  101,  and  he  replied  that  if  there 
were  less  Conservatives  there  would  be  less 
lunatics.  The  Inspector  refers  to  the  over- 
crowding of  our  asylums,  and  he  hopes  that  as 
soon  as  possible  the  Porirua  Asylum  will  be 
completed,  or  we  shall  be  fortunate  indeed  if 
some  calamity  or  scandal  does  not  occur  which 
will  horrify  the  whole  colony ;  and  he  also  says 
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tfaftt  a  snitable  refuge  for  idiots  and  imbeoiles 
is  urgently  needed.  It  is  oar  duty  under  any 
dronmstfljioes  to  take  care  of  these  unfortunate 
people,  and  especially  prevent  imbecile  women 
Mooming  mothers  of  families  for  other  people 
to  keep.  This  is  a  subject  which  I  trust  the 
Government  will  look  into,  and  I  hope  they  will 
spare  no  expense  in  taking  care  of  those  who 
cannot  take  care  of  themselves.  Now,  I  want 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  our  railways.  Honour- 
able members  give  the  Minister  for  Railways 
any  amount  of  information  as  to  what  should 
be  done.  Their  knowledge  is  theoretical ,  whilst 
that  of  the  Minister  is  practical,  and  I  would 
rather  take  his  judgment  than  theirs.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  if  he 
would  care  to  go  back  to  the  Commissioners. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— "  Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
honourable  gentleman.  If  the  railways  were 
ever  starved  they  were  starved  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. We  had  then  to  travel  under  any 
time-table  they  liked,  and  we  had  to  pay  what 
they  liked  to  charge  us.  Since  then  we  have  had 
reductions  all  round.  The  railway-lines  were 
built  for  us  to  travel  over  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
miles  an  hour.  The  engines  then  running 
weighed  40  tons.  The  people  are  now  dis- 
satisfied with  those  engines,  and  they  want 
engines  of  60  tons  weight.  Consequently 
the  lines  have  to  be  strengthened,  in  order  to 
carry  the  heavier  engines.  The  railways 
brought  in  a  net  revenue  last  year  of  £510,892, 
against  a  revenue  of  £370,000  in  1888-89. 
lliere  has  thus  been  an  increase  from  £370,000 
to  £510,000  net  since  1890. 

Captain  RUSSELL.—No ;  £449,000. 

Mr.  FLATMAN. —My  figures  are  correct. 
The  estimated  revenue  for  1897-98  is  £465,000. 
I  cannot  see  how  the  Minister  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  is  the  amount  to  be  earned, 
bat  I  trust  his  estimate  will  be  more  than 
realised.  But  this  is  after  an  expenditure  of 
£810,000  in  keeping  up  the  plant.  What  was 
the  case  when  our  railways  were  built  ?  What 
maladministration  went  on  at  that  time  I  I 
know  of  one  bridge  which  has  got  heavy  girders 
on  one  side  and  light  girders  on  the  other,  and 
iron  at  that.  The  bridpres  were  only  built  to 
carry  40- ton  engines.  The  timber  which  bas 
been  taken  out  of  them  is  as  good  to-day  as 
the  day  it  was  put  in.  But  those  bridges  are 
not  strong  enough  to  carry  the  heavy  engines 
which  are  now  required  for  the  increased 
traffic.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Railway 
Department  is  now  using  iron  for  these  struc- 
tares,  and  therefore  we  may  soon  look  for  less 
expenditure  under  that  head.  I  am  positive 
of  what  I  say  as  to  this  bridge.  It  is  the 
Waitaki  Bridge,  and,  as  I  have  said,  light 
girders  were  put  in  on  one  side  and  heavy  ones 
on  the  other.  Was  not  that  maladministra- 
tion ?  That  was  the  way  things  were  done  in 
the  dsys  when  we  were  flush  of  money.  The 
honourable  member  for  Bruce,  I  think,  said  we 
were  constructing  engines  at  12  per  cent,  over 
the  amount  we  could  imnort  them  for.  If  he  had 
said  80  per  cent,  he  would  have  been  nearer  the 
mark.     If  those  honourable  members  would 


put  their  figures  correctly  before  the  country 
the  people,  I  believe,  would  appreciate  them 
more.  The  public  read  Bansard  now,  and  can 
see  for  themselves  as  to  the  accuracy  or  other- 
wise  of  their  figures.  I  believe  we  will  have  a 
greater  majority  after  the  next  election  than 
we  had  in  1893  if  those  honourable  members 
are  not  more  correct  in  their  statements. 
Now,  Sir,  the  fact  is  that  we  are  construct- 
ing engines  that  are  costing  over  30  per  cent, 
more  than  we  could  import  them  for.  And 
what  is  the  reason  that  we  cannot  construct 
our  engines  as  cheaply  as  we  can  import 
them?  It  is  simply  because  we  require 
modern  machinery.  This  is  going  to  be  ob- 
tained,  I  believe,  with  the  money  the  Minister 
is  asking  for.  Repairs  are  coming  into  the 
shops,  and  the  same  men  have  to  make  the 
repairs  who  are  employed  on  the  engines,  and 
so  there  is  the  same  loss  of  lime  as  there  is 
in  a  man  running  a  hundred  yards  twice  as 
against  running  two  hundred  yards  at  once. 
But,  assuming  that  we  do  pay  extra  for  our 
engines  by  building  them  in  the  colony,  is 
not  that  better  than  to  have  idle  workmen 
forming  a  procession  and  clamouring  for  work, 
like  what  happened  in  Dunedin  about  twenty 
years  ago?  But  compare  our  railways  with 
those  in  New  South  Wales.  The  capital  cost 
of  the  New  South  Wales  lines  was  £37,000,000, 
and  what  surplus  have  they  from  these  lines  ? 
Only  a  little  over  £39,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  after  paying  interest. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.—"  After  paying  interest," 
the  honourable  gentleman  says.  Well,  if  it  is,* 
we  will  go  to  the  Victorian  railways  and  sfe 
how  they  are  after  they  have  paid  interest. 
We  find  that  there  they  have  a  deficiency  of 
£375,000.  And  what  have  they  done  there  ? 
They  have  shut  up  the  railways  that  feed  the 
main  lines.  To  close  the  railways  that  pene- 
trate the  country  from  the  main  lines  must  be 
bad  polioy,  unless  they  have  been  politically- 
constructed  lines.  Unless  that  were  so  they 
would  not  need  to  be  closed.  Then,  we  are  told 
that  the  Commissioners  were  better  able  to 
manage  our  railways  than  the  Minister  or  the 
Qovemment.  I  say,  No  such  thing.  I  say  we 
are  under  a  far  better  system  now  than  we 
were  before.  As  I  am  now  dealing  with  railways, 
I  should  like  to  say  something  about  light  rail- 
ways. I  am  afraid  that  light  railways  and 
heavy  railways  will  not  blend  together,  and 
that  they  will  not  benefit  the  country.  I 
had  a  circular  the  other  day  in  reference 
to  a  line  from  Rotorua  to  Qisbome,  and  it 
was  put  forward  there  that  they  had  eight 
hundred  thousand  sheep.  Why,  a  couple  or 
three  trains  would  carry  them.  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  have  anything  else,  but  I 
want  to  be  very  careful  how  we  expend  money 
on  railways  in  future.  I  think  we  ought  to  re- 
member the  lesson  we  have  been  taught  in  the 
past.  I  am  not  going  to  touch  at  length  upon 
finance,  but  there  is  one  thing  I  should  like  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to,  and  that 
is  the  interest  we  are  paying  on  our  loans. 
In  1888-89  the  interest  on  our  loans  wan 
£1,833,494.    The  interest  in  1890-91  amounted 
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to  £1,858,252.  Now,  we  find  that  our  interest 
in  1895  was  only  £1,716,889,  and  in  1897  it 
was  still  further  reduced  to  £1,709,469.  Is 
that  had  administration?  That  is  our  in- 
terest. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.-— That  is  drawn  loans;  our 
interest  has  gone  up. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Never  mind  how  they  were 
drawn  —  you  always  wsknt  an  excuse.  The 
honourahle  gentleman  attacked  me  the  other 
night  when  he  was  speaking.  I  really  did  not 
know  at  the  time  what  he  was  speaking  ahout, 
but  1  found  out  it  was  the  appointment  of 
some  Magistrate,  and  he  asked  how  would  1  go 
to  the  Government  on  this  question.  What 
have  I  to  do  with  the  appointment  of  the 
Magistrate ;  the  Government  did  not  come  to 
me  about  it.  A  little  while  ago  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  beard  to  say  that  the  Magis- 
trates were  underpaid  because  they  were  only 
getting  £400,  and  now  he  is  grumbling  because 
a  Magistrate  has  been  appointed  at  £450.  You 
cannot  satisfy  people  like  that,  and  it  is  no  use 
trying.  I  was  astonished  at  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  the  other  night,  and  1 
thought  his  remarks  were  uncharitable  and 
unkind.  Now,  we  have  heard  a  lot  about 
cotton  piece-goods.  I  w&nt  to  say  a  little  on 
that  subject.  They  say  that  we  have  in 
the  last  revision  of  the  tcurifl  imposed  taxation 
upon  the  poorer  people  of  the  colony.  Sir, 
anything  under  4^d.  a  yard  on  the  English 
invoiced  price,  which  means  G^d.  or  7d.  oi 
perhaps  l^d,  a  yard  here,  we  never  touched. 
There  was  10  per  cent,  upon  that  before,  and 
there  is  10  per  cent,  upon  it  now.  We  only 
raised  the  duty  on  cotton  piece-goods  the  Eng- 
lish invoiced  price  of  which  was  over  4id.,  and 
tiiat  means  at  least  7d.  per  yard  here.  We  can 
buy  very  good  cotton  piece-goods  at  7d.  per 
yard,  but  I  am  rather  afraid  that  many  of  our 
poorer  people  cannot  afford  to  pay  that  price, 
and  they  have  to  wear  goods  that  are  sold  for 
less.  But  what  did  our  opponents  do  in  con- 
nection with  the  revision  of  the  tariff  that  was 
previously  made  ?  They  put  no  less  than  £6,500 
on  cotton  piece-goods,  and  we  had  to  take  it  off 
again.  Why,  Sir,  they  have  been  trampling 
upon  the  poor  people  all  the  time  they  have 
been  in  power,  and  they  will  do  so  again  if  they 
happen  to  get  back.  What  are  their  utterances 
now  ?  If  they  go  back  we  shall  have  the  Railway 
Commissioners,  the  freehold  land  tenure,  and 
they  will  do  everything  except  look  after  those 
who  need  assistance.  The  honourable  member 
for  Clutha  began  his  speech  the  other  evening 
by  saying  that  he  did  not  know  why  the  Go- 
vernment was  entitled  to  any  credit,  and  he 
said  the  sheep  business  and  the  business  in 
wool  had  not  been  very  flourishing.  Now,  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  a  farming  man,  and 
he  really  ought  to  know  that  he  was  not  giving 
returns  that  were  correct.  Wool  may  be 
cheaper  than  it  was ;  frozen  mutton  may  be 
cheaper  than  it  was:  but  is  this  side  of  the 
House  to  blame  for  that?  Are  we  to  gorge 
ourselves  with  mutton  to  increase  its  price,  or 
are  we  to  sleep  under  two  blankets  instead  of 
one  in  order  to  keep  up  the  price  of  wool? 
Mr.  Flatman 


Why,  what  a  ridiculous  argument  to  use  t 
Well,  1  will  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  produc- 
tion of  wool  between  1894  and  1896  amounted 
to  no  less  than  £1,342,995.  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  believe  that?  Well,  I  do  not  ask 
him  to  ;  I  only  give  him  the  figures.  Then,  we 
know  that  the  sheep  have  increased  in  num- 
bers from  1892  to  1896,  although  we  had  snow- 
storms that  killed  them  off  by  the  thousand, 
and  ruined  some  people  in  the  South,  and  would 
have  ruined  others  if  we  had  not  passed  the 
Pastoral  Tenants'  Relief  Act.  Yet  our  sheep 
increased  between  1891  and  1896  by  1,100,307. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — In  spite  of  sending  away 
ewe  lambs. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Yes,  in  spite  of  sending 
away  ewe  lambs,  as  the  Premier  says.  I 
think,  too,  that  the  remark  about  the  ewe 
lambs  is  perfectly  correct.  I  would  like  to  say 
a  little  on  that  subject.  Some  have  said  that 
it  was  not  politic  to  have  alluded  to  this  in 
the  Budget,  but  I  consider  it  was  perfeoily 
justified.  We  find  that  the  products  of  our 
meat-freezing  and  preserving  and  boiling-down 
works  for  1895  amounted  in  value  to 
£1,652,275.  Next,  coming  to  the  tanneries, 
fellmongeries,  and  wool-soourers,  the  value  of 
their  output  for  the  same  year  was  £1,327,252. 

^  Q  What  does  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha,  who  is  a  farmer,  say  about 
this  ?  Why,  Sir,  if  you  go  into  any  of  our  sale- 
yards  you  will  see  that  the  flocks  are  being 
affected  by  sending  away  too  many  of  the  ewe 
lambs,  and  especially  the  best  of  them.  This 
is  a  well-known  fact.  And  I  hope  there  will  be  a 
season  limit  for  sending  away  lamb :  some  lamb 
we  send  away  is  fed  on  turnips  after  being 
weaned.  Some  people  mav  say  you  interfere 
with  the  liberty  of  the  subject  if  you  take  ihe 
matter  up,  but  I  say  No ;  it  is  consulting  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  Look  at  the  con- 
dition of  our  flocks  now  as  compared  with 
five  years  ago.  It  is  sending  Home  so  many 
lambs  that  accounts  for  it.  The  Premier  did 
well  to  bring  the  matter  forward.  Not  only  have 
sheep  and  wool  increased,  but  our  herds  and 
cattle  have  increased  by  90,671.  On  account 
of  the  butter  trade  being  so  successful  the 
milch-cows  have  increased  since  1891  from 
206,906  to  276,217— that  is,  30  per  cent.  I  dare 
say  I  should  be  justified  in  saying  the  quality 
of  the  cattle  has  improved  while  the  numbers 
have  increased.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  grumbled  about 
£2,000  oeing  spent  for  providing  aooommoda- 
tion  at  Home  for  the  products  of  this  country — 
the  frosen  meat,  and  so  forth.  Why,  it  is  of 
vital  importance  that  there  should  be  something 
of  this  kind,  if  you  consider  the  total  amount  it 
brings  back  to  us.  I  believe  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  our  crops  all  told  were  over  five  mil- 
lions, and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  sees  no 
further  than  to  grumble  at  £2,000  a  year  being 
spent  on  receiving- places  for  our  frozen  meat. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— £2,600 a  year. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Well,  if  it  is  that  it  wiU 
pay  us.  Now,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on  old-age  pensions.     I  am  afraid  that  the 
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Bcheme  U  going  to  be  killed  with  kindnesB  from 
wh&t  I  hear  from  the  Opposition  benohes,  and 
irom  some  members  on  this  side  of  the  Hoase 
too.     It  appears  to  me  the  Premier  has  not 

§one  far  enough  in  the  amount  he  has  pot 
own  in  the  Badget.  £120,000  is  a  mere  pit- 
tance. It  is  a  disgrace  to  qb  not  to  look  after 
oar  old  people  more  than  we  do,  because  they 
have  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day, 
and,  if  they  are  poor  in  their  old  age,  in  six 
cases  out  of  ten  it  is  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  and  they  ought  to  be  looked  after.  Have 
people  thought  of  this  ?  We  find  the  amount 
required  for  those  whose  applications  were  not 
rejected  will  only  be  £145,184  to  supply  them 
with  lOs.  a  week.  I  do  not  agree  with  that : 
I  should  like  to  see  a  greater  sum  put 
down  for  old-age  pensions;  and  if  there  is 
one  thing  this  session  I  shall  do  my  utmost 
\o  pass,  it  is  this  measure.  I  believe  a 
scheme  would  have  been  on  the  statute-book 
last  year  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  mem- 
bers of  the  House.  If  the  pensions  would 
not  have  been  general  they  would  have  applied 
to  those  in  need  of  them.  I  hope  we  shall  be  in 
earnest  about  this.  Members  of  the  House 
are  receiving  £20  a  month,  and  I  see  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Hunter  has  promised  to 
spend  all  his  payment  in  his  electorate.  I  was 
very  sorry  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman 
admit  that,  because  if  it  was  after  he  was 
elected  it  seems  as  if  he  were  bidding  for  the 
next  election,  if  not  for  the  last  one.  I  do  not 
say  it  is  wrong.  I  would  not  object  to  members 
receiving  payment;  I  believe  in  everybody 
being  paid  for  what  they  do  honestly ;  and 
I  believe  we  have  quite  as  good  a  class  of  mem- 
bers now  they  are  paid  as  when  they  were  not 
paid — probably  better. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — They  were  always  paid. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Never  to  the  extent  they 
ace  now  paid. 

An  Hon.  f^fsuBEB.  —  That  is  the  Liberal 
Government. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Well,  if  it  is  the  Liberal 
Government  the  Conservatives  partake  of  the 
resolt,  at  any  rate.  According  to  our  last  census 
there  are  141,839  houses  occupied,  and  we 
may  take  for  granted  that  there  are  the  same 
number  of  heads  of  families ;  and,  supposing 
the  heads  of  141,839  families  were  receiving  as 
much  as  honourable  members — £240  a  year, 
only  taking  their  parliamentary  pay  —  that 
would  amount  to  no  less  than  £83,921,360 
annually  ;  and  yet  exception  is  taken  to 
£120,000  being  put  down  to  commence  the 
old-age  pensions  scheme.  We  need  not  put 
this  taxation  on  anything  special — I  believe 
the  people  of  the  colony  are  quite  willing 
themselves  to  contribute  the  amount;  and  if 
we  were  to  establish  this  old-age  pension 
land,  even  if  it  involved  an  increase  of  the 
Customs  duties,  they  would  not  object  to 
it.  Kow,  having  spoken  on  old-age  pensions, 
I  trust  that  there  will  be  an  Act  passed  during 
this  year  to  bring  it  into  operation,  and  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  take  care  of  those  who  need 
assistance.  With  rogard  to  advances  to  settlers, 
I  believe  there  may  have  been  a  slight  want 


of  economy  in  the  initiation  of  the  scheme. 
But  I  am  happy  to  say  we  may  conclude  that 
it  is  one  of  tne  best  measures  that  have  been 
passed  in  the  colony,  and  many  are  profiting 
under  it  to-day,  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  request  made  to  the 
Government  to  reduce  the  interest;  there  ia 
no  need  for  it.  The  people  are  satisfied  with 
the  interest,  and  are  content  to  receive  loana 
through  the  Government.  Then,  there  is  an- 
other subject  I  should  like  to  speak  upon,  and 
that  is  the  ramie  plant.  I  must  confess  I  know 
nothing  about  it,  out,  if  it  will  give  the  return 
stated  in  the  Budget,  I  say,  '*  Smother  my 
land  with  ramie,"  for  it  will  evidently  pay 
better  than  anything  else  we  can  get.  The  at- 
tention called  to  it  shows  that  the  Government 
have  been  studying  the  interests  of  the  colony. 
Of  course,  this  has  been  pooh-poohed  by  some 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House ;  but 
we  care  nothing  for  their  pooh-poohs — not  a 
bit :  W6  go  on  our  own  way ;  and,  although  we 
may  not  have  so  large  a  majority  as  during 
last  Parliament,  still  I  believe  we  have  a  sub- 
stantial majority  to  do  the  will  of  the  people, 
and  it  is  the  will  of  the  people  we  shall 
study.  But,  Sir,  I  will  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers again  before  I  finish  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that 
all  our  Liberal  measures  were  opposed'  to  the 
utmost?  I  have  heard  the  Opposition  Whip 
declare  many  times  that  he  has  thoroughly 
opposed,  and  is  still  opposed  to,  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Act.  Well,  it  is  one  of  the  best 
measures  that  has  ever  been  passed.  It  is 
astonishing  to  me  that  the  honourable  member 
got  back  here  when  he  opposed  this  measure. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  had  a  bigger  majority  than 
you  had. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— You  would  not  have  been 
sent  back  from  my  district;  you  would  have 
been  ignominiously  rejected.  Well,  Sir,  there 
were  other  measures  opposed,  such  as  our- 
Liberal  land  measures.  The  Liberal  party 
were  handicapped  and  hindered  In  every  pos- 
sible way  by  the  Opposition.  They  say  tkey 
are  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  colony,  but 
they  are  only  looking  after  one  section  of  the 
community.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  accused  of 
unfairly  abusing  the  Opposition.  All  I  can 
say  is,  they  have  opposed  every  measure  that 
has  been  introduced  to  benefit  the  country  as 
a  whole.  I  am  not  going  to  say  they  opposed 
the  banking  measure,  because  they  all  voted 
for  that. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Oh,  well,  perhaps  I  am 
wrong,  but  there  were  very  few  of  them  who 
did  not  vote  for  it.  I  understand  90  per  cent, 
of  them  voted  for  the  banking  measure.  I 
wonder  the  other  10  per  cent,  did  not  rosign. 
They  ohafi  this  side  of  the  House  and  say.  Why 
do  not  the  Ministers  resign  when  So-and-so  get 
up  and  state  things  which  are  not  in  accordance 
with  facts?  But  why  did  not  that  10  per  cent, 
resign  and  go  to  their  constituents  ?  Because 
they  knew  better;  because  they  knew  they 
would  never  come  back  to  the  House.  I  come 
now  to  the  beet- sugar  proposals.  I  am  sorry 
the  honourable  member  for  Waikato  is  not  in« 
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the  Chamber.  I  think  that  if  the  settlers  in 
his  district  had  been  thoroughly  in  earnest 
they  certainly  would  have  grown  a  few  acres  of 
beet  to  show  whether  it  would  be  a  success 
in  their  district  or  not.  I  may  be  wrong  in 
saying  they  have  not  done  so,  but  it  has 
never  yet  come  to  my  ears  that  they  have 
made  experiments  in  growing  sugar-beet  in 
that  country,  and  I  am  positive— and  when  I 
say  "  positive  "  I  am  given  to  understand  that  it 
is  absolutely  true — that  if  you  go  further  north 
and  attempt  to  grow  sugar-beet  it  does  not 
ripen ;  and  it  might  be  the  case  in  that  dis- 
trict. Therefore  I  think  they  should  have  given 
some  practical  demonstration  in  growing  this 
beet-root  before  coming  to  the  Qovemment. 

Mr.  MASSEY.  —  They  have  grown  it  over 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Has  it  been  a  success  ? 

Mr.  MASSEY.— Yes. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Then  why  do  they  want  to 
come  to  the  Government  for  a  bonus?  That 
is  what  I  want  to  know.  If  money  is  to  be 
voted  for  the  manufacture  of  beet-root  sugar, 
why  should  we  not  also  give  £50,000  to  the 
farmers  to  grow  wheat  and  manufacture  flour  ? 

Mr.  MASSEY.— You  have  had  more  than 
£50,000. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— How?  I  say,  if  they  can 
prove  they  can  grow  this  beet,  and  that  it  will 
be  a  success,  I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to 
back  them  up  for  the  sake  of  the  colony ;  but  I 
rather  think,  Sir,  they  might  throw  a  little 
bit  more  energy  into  it  themselves.  Now, 
according  as  I  understand  matters,  there  is 
nothing  to  compel  the  farmers  to  supply  a 
factory  after  it  has  been  erected,  and  if  any- 
thing  else  turned  up  which  would  pay  better 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  knocking  off 
the  growing  of  sugar-beet,  and  thus  bringing 
about  the  closing  of  that  factory.  Then,  I 
want  to  know  what  security  we  shall  have  that 
the  factory  will  survive,  and  that  the  whole  of 
the  machinery  will  not  rust  and  wear  away. 
There  is  another  thing  I  should  like  to  speak 
about,  and  that  is  the  forests  and  forestry. 
Every  well-wisher  of  the  colony  would  like 
to  see  forests  springing  up,  and  a  stop  put 
to  the  destruction  of  our  timber,  especially 
the  wholesale  slaughtering  that  is  done  in  some 
parts  of  New  Zealand.  I  must  say,  when  I 
first  came  through  the  North  Island  I  was 
greatly  astonished  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
timber  was  destroyed  and  left  to  rot  on  the 
ground — timber  which  would  not  bum,  and 
timber  which,  before  we  are  grey-headed,  we 
will  be  wanting.  In  fact,  we  are  wanting  it 
already  in  some  parts  of  the  colony.  I  think 
the  forests  have  been  slaughtered  in  a  wanton, 
blundering,  wasteful  way,  and  I  wonder  the 
Govemniont  has  never  wakened  up  to  the  evil 
before.  We  shall  find  directly  we  have  no 
timber  at  all  in  our  colony.  It  would  be  a  good 
thing  if  we  had  some  such  law  as  they  have  in 
Germany — that  as  soon  as  a  man  cuts  a  tree 
down  he  has  to  plant  another  of  some  kind 
in  its  place.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
attention  paid  to  our  forestry.  In  travelling 
through  the  North  Island  this  year  I  noticed 
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several  forests.  I  really  cannot  say  whether 
they  are  Government  property  or  not,  but  I 
imderstand  they  are.  They  were  forests  of 
wattle,  and  fires  had  been  through  them.  I 
would  like  to  know  what  is  the  use  of  throwing 
money  away  like  that.  If  trees  are  planted 
where  they  will  be  subject  to  scrub  growing  up 
and  taking  fire  about  every  three  years,  does 
not  that  amount  to  throwing  public  money 
away?  In  the  Statement  here  it  says  there 
have  been  nurseries  established,  I  believe, 
somewhere  near  Christchurch.  I  suppose  this 
is  to  keep  the  Christchurch  unemployed  busy. 
Well,  what  I  think  about  these  nurseries  is 
that  they  ought  to  be  established  in  the 
neighbourhood  where  the  trees  are  to  be 
planted.  The  Mackenzie  country  is  adapted 
for  timber  of  various  kinds — English  trees,  for 
instance  ;  I  believe  the  English  ash  would  • 
^row  well  in  that  district.  The  English  oak 
IS  valuable,  but  it  grows  slowly.  What 
we  want  is  a  more  generally  used  tim- 
ber, and  I  believe  I  am  perfectly  right  in 
saying  you  can  cut  the  ash  up  for  weather- 
boarding,  and,  I  think,  can  use  it  better  than 
other  timber;  and  it  will  be  found  to  grow 
better  at  the  foot  of  the  hills :  if  well  nourished 
and  well  watered  it  will  grow  very  well.  That 
is  a  matter  which,  I  think,  should  be  looked 
into  thoroughly ;  but  I  consider  it  undesirable 
to  throw  money  away  on  trees  that  will  be  cut 
down  or  destroyed  by  fire.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  say  any  thing  about  land-administration. 
I  do  not  intend  making  a  long  speech  such  as 
some  honourable  members  complain  of,  and  I 
have  not  got  through  half  what  I  was  going  to 
say.  Of  course,  I  shall  have  to  submit  to  the 
rules  with  regard  to  the  time-limit.  I  should, 
however,  like  to  refer  to  the  lands  which  have 
not  been  successfully  dealt  with,  and  which 
the  Government  have  purchased  for  workmen's 
homes  near  one  of  the  large  centrcj^.  I  think. 
Sir,  that  this  is  one  of  the  gravest  mistakes  the 
Government  could  make.  We  know  that 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  them  by 
the  Christchurch  people;  but  I  myself  am  a 
Canterbury  member,  and  I  say  it  would  be  far 
better  for  the  Government  to  go  ten  miles  out 
and  start  places  of  this  kind,  provided  good 
land  for  gardening  is  found.  It  would  be 
better  to  carry  these  people  for  nothing  on  the 
railways,  and  carry  them  backwards  and  for- 
wards night  and  morning,  than  have  to  pay 
£40  and  £50  an  acre  for  land  close  to  large 
centres.  I  am  positive  I  am  right  in  that. 
There  is  one  thing  I  should  like  to  say,  and 
that  is  with  regard  to  the  Customs.  It  appears 
to  me  very  likely  that  the  Customs  duties  this 
year  will  be  less  than  for  the  next  year,  and 
that  is  owing  mainly  to  the  unusual  nature  of 
the  seasons.  We  have  had  summer  in  winter, 
and  winter  in  summer.  I  have  heard  retailers 
say  they  have  scarcely  sold  a  waterproof  coat. 
These  things  are  all  subject  to  Customs  duties. 
We  may  depend  upon  it  that  there  are  heavy 
stocks  of  the  kind  in  the  merchants*  hands 
now,  and  we  may  undoubtedly  expect  that  next 
year  this  will  affect  our  Customs  revenue.  I 
trust  I  may  be  wrong  in  this  matter,  but  I  do 
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Dofe  tiiiiik  it  is  likely.  Well,  I  shall  not  ocoupy 
the  time  of  the  House  any  longer;  I  will 
simply  thank  honourable  members  for  the  kind 
attention  they  have  given  me  this  afternoon. 
I  trust  the  few  remarks  I  have  made  will  not 
be  taken  as  coming  from  one  who  has  no  con- 
sideration for  those  who  are  on  the  Opposition 
benches.  I  merely  want  to  keep  them  in  true 
line,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  appear  before 
their  constituents  at  the  next  election  and  not 
be  rejected,  and  that  they  may  consequently 
reappear  here,  so  that  we  may  have  a  fair 
Opposition  to  deal  with  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole. 

Mz.  FIELD.— Sir,  I  propose  to  deal  shortly 
and  mainly  with  the  subject  which  my  honour- 
able friend  behind  me  admitted  he  had  not 
time  to  touch  upon — that  is,  the  question  of 
our  lands  and  their  administration.  I  look, 
myself,  on  the  true  settlement  of  our  lands  as 
the  solution  of  most  of  our  *'  unemployed  '*  and 
labour  difficulties.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most 
important  matter  that  concerns  us  to-day. 
And  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  that  every 
man  can  use  land  profitably,  because  I  hold 
that  the  efficient  use  of  land  calls  forth  a 
man's  best  intelligeuQe.  Now,  with  reference 
to  our  administration :  Our  land-laws  are  good, 
though  they  may  require  a  few  amendments ; 
but  there  are  no  doubt  some  respects  in  which 
the  administration  is  faulty.  I  do  not  at  all 
blame  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  that,  because 
he  cannot  be  expected  to  keep  a  close  eye  on 
everything  that  goes  on  in  his  department; 
but  I  do  not  myself  think  that  a  sufficiently 
liberal  interpretation  is  given  to  the  law  by 
those  who  have  the  administration  of  it.  I 
will  commence  first  with  the  classification  of 
our  lands.  I  think  that  no  one  but  men 
who  have  had  actual  experience  of  the  use 
of  land  should  be  allowed  to  classify  our 
lands,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  mere 
value  of  land  should  be  taken  into  account 
in  classifying  it.  First-class  land  is  first>class 
land  wherever  it  may  be  situated — whether  on 
the  outskirts  of  a  borough  or  in  tlie  midst  of  an 
unsettled  district.  The  initial  capacity  of  it  is 
in  both  cases  the  same,  and  that  principle  only 
should  guide  us.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  because  land  is  first  class  we  should  cub  it 
up  into  areas  of  640  acres,  nor  does  it  neces- 
sarily follow  that  because  land  is  second  class 
we  should  out  it  up  into  areas  of  not  less  than 
2,000  acres.  I  go  upon  that  principle.  I  do 
not  believe  in  calling  a  thing  that  which  it  is 
not ;  and  the  producing- power — the  initial  capa- 
city of  the  land — should  be  the  basis  from 
which  to  classify  it.  In  Victoria  every  section 
is  classified,  and  if  a  section  happens  to  contain 
more  than  one  quality  of  land  or  more  than  one 
class,  the  area  of  each  class  is  estimated  and  set 
against  that  section ;  and  I  think  that  system 
should  be  practised  in  this  country.  I  think,  as 
I  have  said,  that  the  classification  should  be  done 
by  men  who  have  actual  experience  themselves 
in  the  use  of  land,  and  not  only  by  surveyors. 
I  am  a  surveyor  myself  by  profession,  and 
I  can  confidently  say  that,  taken  as  a  whole, 
surveyors   are    not    competent  judges  of  the 


quality  of  land.  I  think  a  mistake  also  is  made 
with  regard  to  the  size  of  our  holdings.  Now, 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  in  large 
holdings.  By  all  means  avoid  them;  but 
at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
make  them  too  small.  Where  land  is  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  livelihood 
from  it,  where  it  is  used  for  agricultural  and 
pastoral  purposes  apart  from  residential  pur- 
poses, I  think  the  individual  who  occupies  it 
ought  to  have  enough  to  enable  him  to  make  a 
comfortable  living,  provided  he  has  it  fully 
and  efficiently  improved.  It  is  of  no  use  to 
plant  a  man  down  on  five  or  ten  acres  of  land, 
perhaps  of  indifferent  quality,  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  country.  The  question  of  quality  and 
access  has  always  to  oe  considered;  and  in 
that  direction  I  do  not  think  sufficient  care 
has  been  taken  in  the  past.  I  do  not  think 
we  should  allow  a  good  many  of  the  people 
who  now  have  the  management  of  these 
matters  to  continue  to  do  so  any  longer.  I 
^  QQ  do  not  mean  any  reflection  upon  our 
'  surveyors,  or  upon  our  Land  Depart- 
ment officers :  they  are  simply  undertaking  a 
work  which  they  are  not  suitable  for,  and  which 
they  do  not  understand,  so  far  as  the  valuation 
and  classification  are  concerned.  The  honour- 
able member  who  spoke  last  also  referred  to  the 
establishment  of  workmen's  homes  outside  our 
centres  of  population.  That,  I  think,  is  a  large 
move  in  the  right  direction.  But  I  will  also 
point  out,  in  this  connection,  that  I  do  not  think 
land  should  be  acquired  for  that  purpose  which 
is  not  suitable  for  cultivation  as  well  as  building 
purposes.  If  you  want  to  establish  workmen 
m  suburban  cottages  you  certainly  should  give 
them  enough  suitable  land  around  to  make  a 
garden  of.  That  has  not  been  always  done ;  in 
fact,  I  know,  myself,  of  a  piece  of  land  which 
was  recently  acquired  a  short  distance  outside 
of  Wellington  which  I  do  not  think  was  suit- 
able for  the  purpose.  I  mean  to  say  that 
a  more  suitable  piece  of  Icuid  could  have 
been  got  in  the  same  locality.  I  do  not 
blame  the  Minister  for  that  at  all.  I  believe, 
myself,  that  the  land  was  acquired  more 
through  the  Department  of  Labour,  and  the 
men  who  had  the  negotiations  in  hand  did  not 
know  what  was  really  required.  I  think  that 
had  the  Minister  himself  conducted  the  ne- 
gotiations he  would  nob  have  bought  that 
land  for  that  purpose.  The  price  paid  was  a 
reasonable  one,  and  I  believe  it  could  be  sold 
at  a  profit.  But,  wherever  you  put  small 
settlements,  care  should  be  taken  that  the 
situation  is  good ;  and  the  very  first  considera- 
tion of  all  is  that  the  quality  of  the  land 
should  be  good.  I  should  furthermore  like  to 
see  all  the  lands  of  the  colony  classified 
by  men  who  understand  land-classification. 
There  are  a  great  many  people  who  say  that 
we  should  have  land-nationalisation — that  the 
State  should  be  the  landlord.  But  I  main- 
tain that  the  State  is  the  landlord  now.  If 
the  exigencies  of  the  State  require  that  a 
man  should  yield  up  his  properby,  the  State 
can  take  it  after  paying  him  for  it.  If  one 
holds  a  leasehold  from  the  State  he  pays  part 
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of  his  tax  in  the  shape  of  rent;  if  he  owns 
the  freehold  he  pays  the  same  proportion  hy 
way  of  land-tax  or  in  some  other  form.  It  does 
not  matter  very  much,  to  my  mind,  whether 
we  have  State  leasehold  or  private  freehold.  I 
think,  however,  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people 
who  have  taken  up  land  from  the  Crown  gene- 
rally do  BO  for  one  of  two  purposes — either  as  a 
speculation  or  in  the  hope  of  by-and-by  obtain- 
ing the  freehold.  And,  from  an  economic  point 
of  view,  I  do  not  think  it  matters  one  jot  to  the 
State  whether  the  land  belongs  to  the  State  or 
whether  it  belongs  to  the  private  individual, 
provided  always  that  the  individual  has  just 
enough  and  not  too  much.  It  is  the  desire  of 
every  good  man  to  have  a  piece  of  land  which 
he  can  put  his  f ooc  down  upon  and  call  his  own. 
It  was  that  which  brought  our  fathers  to  this 
country.  They  sought  to  get  here  that  which 
was  denied  them  in  the  country  they  came 
from.  Another  matter  is  the  question  of  road- 
construction.  This  Government  has  been 
pointed  at,  laughed  at,  and  found  fault  with 
for  having  spent  so  much  money  in  opening  up 
roads  thi'ough  the  back  country.  It  has  been 
called  unproductive  work.  I  do  not  see  where 
it  is  unproductive.  I  think  it  is  a  very  wise 
policy,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  persisted  in  by 
the  Government  until  all  our  back  country  is 
opened  up.  Under  previous  Administrations, 
in  the  olden  days,  the  land  wais  subdivided, 
roads  were  shown  on  plans  which  were  often 
discovered  afterwards  to  be  impracticable, 
and  it  was  sold  to  settlers  who  were  left  to 
make  their  own  roads.  But  this  Government 
has  exercised  a  wiser  policy;  they  do  suffi- 
cient work,  so  far  as  roads  are  concerned,  to 
make  the  sections  accessible,  and  then  dispose 
of  them  to  the  individual.  I,  for  my  part, 
would  go  further  than  that.  As  far  as  the 
small-farm  homesteads  are  concerned,  I  should 
like  to  extend  the  principle  already  in  existence 
of  employing  people  to  fell  the  bush,  to  sow 
and  to  fence  the  land,  and,  it  may  be,  to  put 
a  cottage  on  it,  and  then  let  it  to  the  poor 
man,  charging  him  rent  on  the  capital  value. 
It  is  often  used  as  an  argument  against  that 
that  the  Government  are  always  more  extrava- 
gant in  their  expenditure  than  the  private  indi- 
vidual ;  but  there  is  no  valid  reason  why  that 
should  be  so.  If  what  I  advocate  were  done 
very  great  assistance  could  be  given,  and  men 
would  then  find  it  within  their  means  to  acquire 
land  and  form  smfbU  homes,  which,  under  pre- 
sent conditions,  they  are  not  able  to  do.  I 
could  give  some  instances  in  which  this  has 
been  done,  and  I  would  like  to  see  the  system 
extended.  Another  matter  is  the  question  of 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  arterial 
roads.  I  think,  myself,  that  arterial  roads 
should  be  made  and  maintained  by  the  Go- 
vernment out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  It  is 
hardly  fair  to  call  upon  the  individuals  who 
happen  to  live  alongside  a  main  road  to  con- 
struct that  road  for  the  use  of  the  whole  colony  ; 
but  that  is  what  is  being  done  at  the  present 
time.  In  my  own  electorate,  and  in  the  ad- 
joining electorate  of  Manawatu,  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds  have  been  borrowed  to  make 
Mr.  Field 


what  is  really  an  arterial  road,  settlers  are 
putting  their  hands  into  their  pockets  to  provide 
money  for  making  a  road  which  is  really  a 
colonial  concern.  In  some  cases  these  roads 
go  through  comparatively  poor  districts,  and 
the  settlers  cannot  afford  in  these  out-of-the- 
way  districts  to  make  these  roads,  and  in 
cases  of  that  kind  I  think  the  country  should 
step  in.  Besides,  it  must  be  apparent  that 
the  subsidiary  roads  still  have  to  be  made  by 
the  individuals  of  the  various  districts,  and  it 
is  quite  sufficient  to  ask  them  to  do  that. 
Another  thing  which  the  Government  has 
been  taunted  with  is  this:  that  they  have 
gone  out  of  their  way  to  assist  our  various 
agricultural  industries;  they  have  appointed 
inspectors  of  one  kind  and  another.  I  think 
they  have  taken  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  I  see  an  indication  that  they  are  going 
further,  and  I  wish  them  God-speed  in  their 
effort.  I  think  it  is  now  an  acknowledged  fact 
that  the  grading  of  our  butter  has  been  a  bless- 
ing to  the  dairy-farmers,  and  I  should  like  to 
see  the  same  thing  extended  to  some  of  our 
other  products.  I  should  like  to  see  every 
frozen  sheep  and  lamb  go  away  with  the  Go- 
vernment mark  upon  it-^a  Government  guaran- 
tee that  it  is  up  to  a  certain  standard.  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  think,  myself,  it  would  facilitate 
trade,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a  guarantee  to 
the  buyer  in  London  before  he  actually  got  the 
meat.  At  the  present  time  other  things  are 
sold  by  samples  or  brand.  A  man  gets  a  sample, 
and  knows  what  he  is  going  to  receive.  I  do 
not  see  why  the  same  thing  should  not  be  done 
with  regard  to  sheep.  If  the  sheep  went  away 
graded,  bearing  a  proper  brand,  it  would  be  a 
very  valuable  thing  to  the  producer  of  meat 
in  this  country.  Mind  you.  Sir,  I  would  not 
select  a  man  from  any  of  our  freezing- works. 
Let  us  get  a  man  from  the  market  we  are 
going  to  sell  in.  He  is  the  man  who  knows 
best  what  they  want  there.  I  see  also  mention 
made  in  the  Budget  of  assistance  to  the 
sugar-beet  industry.  Well,  I  am  perfectly 
in  accord  with  any  legitimate  effort  to  foster 
any  industry  that  will  be  a  substantial  benefit 
to  us,  but  I  certainly  look  with  a  certain 
amount  of  doubt  upon  this  proposal.  We 
must,  in  the  first  instance,  know  what  it  is 
going  to  cost.  We  have  heard  of  bonuses 
given  for  this  same  thing  in  other  countries, 
and  they  have  only  conferred  a  partial  benefit. 
As  far  as  the  production  of  sugar  is  concerned 
in  this  country,  one  thing  I  would  ask  honour- 
able members  to  recollect  is  this  :  We  are 
surrounded  by  sugar-producing  countries  which 
can  grow  sugar,  but  which  cannot  grow  a  great 
many  things  we  can  grow.  The  question  is,  is 
it  not  better  to  buy  their  sugar  and  send  them 
our  produce  in  return  than  to  endeavour  to 
produce  an  article  which  the  country  is  not 
properly  suited  to  produce  ?  Before  I  leave  the 
question  of  our  lands,  I  want  to  say  this :  I 
believe  the  law  we  have — the  law  that  was 
introduced  by  the  present  Minister  of  Lands 
—  will  suffice  for  all  our  needs.  There  are 
a  few  matters  in  which,  perhaps,  a  slight 
alteration  might  be  desirable,  but  I  think,  to 
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faim  is  dae  fche  oredit  of  having  perfected  our 
land-lawB.  It  is  claimed,  on  the  other  side, 
that  these  things  were  advocated  by  previous 
Governments.  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit 
they  were  advocated  by  private  individuals; 
but  it  remained  for  this  Government  to  pass 
the  thing  into  law.  So  far  as  defective  ad- 
ministration is  concerned,  I  exonerate  the 
Minister  of  Lands  altogether,  because  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  exercise  control  over  the 
details  of  every  department.  I  think,  myself, 
the  Land  Boards  are  somewhat  too  much  tied 
down  by  restrictions  and  regulations,  for  which 
they  are  themselves  to  some  extent  primarily 
responsible.  Some  of  the  speakers  on  the  other 
-side — I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke*8  Bay  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R. 
Stent)  —  complained  that  the  Statement  is 
brought  down  in  printed  form,  and  not  de- 
livered in  the  shape  of  a  speech.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  you  can  very  much  more 
easily  digest  and  understand  a  document  of 
this  kind,  which  must  necessarily  to  a  consider- 
Mle  extent  be  made  up  of  figures,  by  having 
it  printed  than  by  simply  having  it  delivered  as 
a  speech.  Both  those  honourable  gentlemen, 
I  thinks  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  certainly  did — ridiculed  the  idea  of  the 
Premier's  efforts  to  encourage  trade  with  the 
East.  I  regard  it  as  being  the  province  of  the 
Oovemment  to  foster  our  trade  wherever  it  can 
see  an  opening  for  it,  whether  it  be  in  the  shape 
-of  establishing  agencies  at  Home,  India,  or 
anywhere  else.  The  more  outlets  we  can  get 
for  onr  produce  the  better,  and  the  more  out- 
lets we  get  the  more  we  can  produce,  and  the 
more  we  can  produce  the  more  easily  we  can 

Sky  our  debts.  The  honourable  member  for 
awke*B  Bay  complained  that  our  revenue  was 
not  buoyant,  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  our 
population  was  not  increasing.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
said  that  our  taxation  is  increased.  Well,  to 
any  one  outside  that  would  mean  that  fresh 
taxation  has  been  imposed. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— So  it  was. 

Mr.  FIELD. — Further  taxation  was  not  im- 
posed last  year  ;  it  was  imposed  before  that.  I 
understood  Sir  Robert  Stout  to  be  referring  to 
what  had  taken  place  last  year,  and  was  refer- 
ring to  the  expenditure  of  last  year  when  he 
said  the  taxation  had  increased.  The  actual 
taxation  itself  is  not  increased,  but  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  is  increased  ;  and  if  the  revenue 
is  increased  and  the  population  is  decreased, 
there  surely  is  evidence  that  we  have  borne  our 
liabilities  well.  The  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  also  said  that  our  products  had 
not  increased  during  the  last  twelve  months  ; 
but  I  maintain  that  they  have  increased  in 
volume,  though  the  decreased  value  brings 
^own  the  aggregate  amount. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— If  you  look  at  the 
tables  you  will  see  they  have  diminished  in 
-volume  as  well  as  value. 

Mr.  FIELD.— I  did  not  understand  it  so. 
However,  you  are  more  conversant  with  these 
matters  than  I  am,  but  it  strikes  me  that  you 


are  wrong.  The  honourable  member  also  ob- 
jected to  a  surplus  being  shown  ;  but  surely  it 
is  very  much  better  to  show  a  surplus  than  a 
deficit,  and  I  take  it  that  a  prudent  financier 
always  takes  care  to  have  Something  to  come 
and  go  on.  He  also  complained  that  more 
revenue  had  been  realised  than  had  been 
expected.  That  is  surely  a  thing  that  the 
Government  of  the  country  should  congratu- 
late themselves  on.  Now,  with  reference  to 
our  railways,  that  has  been  a  vexed  question 
for  many  years.  A  previous  Government  set 
up  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  take  charge  of 
the  railways,  and  they  were  then  rendered 
what  was  termed  non-political ;  and  the  non- 
political  policy,  so  far  as  the  railways  were 
concerned,  was  a  disastrous  failure.  Since 
immediate  Government  control  has  been  re- 
sumed they  have  gone  ahead  wonderfully; 
they  are  well  administered,  and  in  a  healthy 
condition ;  and  we  are  now  asked  to  provide  the 
wherewithal  to  buy  fresh  rolling-stock.  The 
fact  that  fresh  rolling-stock  is  required  and 
that  we  cannot  keep  pacia  with  the  demand  in 
that  respect  is  evidence  that  the  traffic  on  our 
railways  is  increasing;  and  the  traffic  on  the 
railways  is  a  good  indication  of  national  pro- 
sperity. The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  sJso  objected  to  light  railways.  Well,  the 
railways  we  have  at  present  are  light,  but  in 
some  parts  of  the  world  lighter  ones  are  used. 
I  cannot  quite  agree  with  the  paragraph  in  the 
Statement  which  says  that  the  gauge  may 
remain  the  same,  because  one  of  the  difficulties 
we  have  to  contend  with  in  railway-construc- 
tion is  running  round  curves,  and  to  insure 
economic  construction  of  our  railways,  and 
to  avoid  too  much  friction  on  curves,  it  is 
necessary,  unless  the  curves  are  made  Venr 
wide,  to  nave  the  narrow  gauge.  Now,  I  wish 
to  say  one  or  two  words  with  regard  to  the  old- 
age  pensions  scheme.  It  has  been  referred  to 
by  all  previous  speakers,  and  I  think  that  some- 
thing of  the  kind  is  very  necessary,  and  that 
something  of  the  kind  we  shall  have  to  devise. 
The  honourable  member  for  Hawke*8  Bay  said 
we  could  not  confine  it  only  to  the  old  and 
indigent.  That  every  one  must  admit.  You 
cannot  allow  a  man  to  starve  because  he  does 
not  happen  to  be  of  the  age  of  sixty-five. 
Those  who  fall  by  the  way  we  shall  always 
have  to  maintain ;  and  I  would  like  to  point 
out  also — and  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  mone- 
tary aspect— that,  though  we  do  not  pay  for 
these  people  at  present  out  of  the  colonial 
revenue,  the  country  still  has  to  keep  them. 
Our  Charitable  Aid  Boards  have  to  provide 
for  the  old  and  indigent  and  those  who 
are  indigent  and  not  old,  and  it  is  simply 
a  question  as  to  the  best,  most  effective, 
and  most  economical  way  of  doing  it.  I  think, 
myself,  we  should  endeavour  to  provide  work 
for  those  who  are  indigent,  and  provide  suitable 
employment  for  those  who  are  old.  We  know 
perfectly  well  that  old  men  as  well  as  young 
men  enjoy  better  health,  and  are  really  more 
happy,  when  they  have  something  to  occupy 
their  time.  The  very  best  of  our  men  never 
cease  to  be  industrious ;  and  I  certainly  would 
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like  to  Bee  some  means  devised  to  enable  old 
people   to  obtain  suitable   employment.     On 
several  occasions  during  the  last  few  months 
I  have  been  over  the  State    Farm  at  Levin, 
and  there  I  have  Been  a  number  of  old  men 
employed  that  certainly  could  not  hold  their 
own  with  the  outside  world.    If  they  were  not 
there  they  would  be  living  on  charity  outside. 
It  is  true   they    cannot  earn  all  their  keep, 
but  they  earn  at  least  a  part  of  their  liveli- 
hood; and  I  would  like    to    see  similar  in- 
stitutions established   elsewhere.    If  we  can 
provide  them  with  light  employment  they  will 
enjoy  better  health,  and  they  will  make  some 
return  to  the  country   for  the  cost  of  their 
maintenance.    We  have  heard  several  times 
since  the  commencement  of  this  debate  that 
previous  Qovemments  had  advocated  the  Libe- 
ral   measures   the  present  Government  have 
passed ;  but  I  would  remind  this  House  that 
their  efiorts  finished  at  the  advocacy  of  them. 
They  advocated   measures,  or  individuals  of 
them  advocated  measures,  which  this  Govern- 
ment have  passed,  and  which  we  are  here  to- 
day to  assist  to  carry  out  and  improve  upon. 
No  one  pretends  to  say  that  they  are  perfect — 
it  is  not  natural  that  man  should  make  every- 
thing perfect  at  the  outset ;  but  the  principle  is 
established,  and  we  have  only  to  make  the 
machinery     perfect.     Another     charge     laid 
against  the   Government  is    that    they   have 
increased    the    debt    of    the    colony ;    but  I 
have    heard    very   few   speakers    account   for 
that  satisfactorily.     It  is  true  that   in   one 
sense  the  debt  of  the  colony  has  increased, 
but  at  the  same  time  honourable  members 
forget     to    mention     that,    in     the    case    of 
some  of  this  increase,  the  colony  as  a  whole 
dods  not  pay  for  it.     The  money  advanced 
under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has  been 
called  part  of  our  debt,  but  the  colony  as  a 
whole  does  not  pay  the  interest  on  that  money; 
and  the  same  can  be  said  of  the  loans  to  local 
bodies.    In  fact,  at  the  present  rate  of  interest 
the  Government  should  actually  make  a  profit 
out  of  the  loans  to  local  bodies.      They  can 
borrow  money  at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than 
that  at  which  they  are  advancing  it  to  local 
bodies  ;  and  the  same  applies  to  the  advances  to 
settlers.    There  are  some  who  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  the  guarantee  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  is  added  to  our  debt.    It  is  true  it 
is    a   liability,    but    there   is    no   probability 
of  our  being  called  upon  to  pay  it  if  things 
are  managed  well  and  properly.    The  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere,  in  the  able  and 
manly  speech  which  he  delivered  last  night, 
referred  to  a  question    upon    which   I  have 
very  strong  views — that  of  forestry  and  the  con- 
servation of  some  of  our  forests.  No  one  regrets 
more  than  I  do  t]|e  wholesale  destruction  that 
has  been  going  on  for  a  great  number  of  years 
past.    Thousands  of  acres  of  forests  have  been 
destroyed  that  would  be  valuable  if  standing  at 
the  present  moment,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall 
deal  very  carefully  with  what  we  have  left.    I 
also  think  that  reserves  should  be  set  apart 
here  and  there  in  the  country  to  be  kept  and 
guarded  against  intrusion.    Within  a  few  miles 
Mr,  Field 


of  Wellington  there  is  a  forest  reserve,  the 
greater  part  of  which  I  should  like  to  see 
reserved  or  made  into  a  public  park.  It  is 
bush  of  a  very  fine  quality — that  is  to  say, 
it  is  typical  native  bush,  which  is  a  thing 
that  is  reeJly  getting  scarce  in  this  locality. 
I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words,  and 
only  a  few  words,  with  reference  to  a 
question  that  has  vexed  the  House  for 
some  days  past— the  question  of  setting  up  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  Police  Force.  I  think  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
the  present  Minister,  who  has  been  in  charge 
only  a  short  time,  and  to  the  Commissioner, 
who  has  just  arrived,  that  we  should  interfere 
in  the  way  that  some  members  of  the  Honae 
ckdvocate.  No  one,  I  think,  denies  that  there 
are  black  sheep  in  the  Force — there  ate  black 
sheep  in  every  flock;  but,  taking  the  Force 
altogether,  I  think  they  are  a  fine  body  of 
men,  and  that  they  have  been  in  very  efficient 
hands.  The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  has  been  very  strong 
on  the  point.  He  is  one  of  those  gentlemen 
who  thmk  they  know  everything  about  the 
colony,  and  he  would  have  us  believe  that 
the  best  thing  for  us  to  do  would  be  to 
go  home  and  leave  the  running  of  the 
country  in  his  hands.  He  has  told  the 
Minister  of  Lands  that  he  does  not  know  his 
business,  and  he  has  been  more  than  impudent 
to  the  Premier  on  several  occasions.  Even 
after  the  Premier  gave  him  what  he  asked  for 
he  made  a  violent  and  virulent  attack  on  him 
last  night,  and,  after  referring  to  the  Royal 
Commission  set  up,  he  said — if  I  mistake  not — 
that  if  the  perso^inel  of  the  Commission  did  not 
meet  with  his  approval  he  would  wash  his 
hands  of  the  whole  affair.  He  also  talked  about 
the  drink  traffic  in  the  King-country.  Now, 
Sir,  I  carried  my  swag  through  that  country 
when  the  junior  member  for  Christohuron 
City  was  in  short-clothes,  and  there  was  grog 
being  sold  there  then,  as  there  is  now,  but  the 
country  is  no  worse  now  than  it  was  then.  I 
will  say.  Sir,  that  the  sly  sale  of  drink  there 
is  not  half  as  bad  as  it  is  in  many  of  the 
districts  in  which  the  white  people  live.  For 
my  part,  I  think  this  prohibition  and  teetotal 
cry  is  altogether  overdone.  I  abominate  a 
drunkard  as  much  as  I  abominate  any  evil  in 
this  world,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  a 
pitying  contempt  .for  the  man  who  goes  about 
with  a  blue  ribbon  in  his  coat  and  publishes 
his  weakness  to  the  world.  He  is  frightened  to 
take  a  glass  of  grog  for  fear  he  will  take  too 
much.  He  is  really  only  one  remove  from  a 
drunkard.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  a  profound 
respect  for  the  man  who  goes  about  his  work 
quietly  and  who  does  not  parade  his  weakness 
to  everybody.  I  should  aJso  like  to  point  out 
that  thirty  years  ago  in  this  country,  when  I 
was  a  youth,  drunkenness  was  infinitely  more 
prevalent  than  it  is  to-day.  I  say  it  is  simply 
a  slander  on  the  colony  to  say  that  New- 
Zealanders  are  intemperate.  I  admit  that 
they  gamble ;  but  drinlE  is  not  the  besetting 
sin  of  the  colonial.  I  can  remember  the 
time  when,  at    a  country  race-meeting,  the 
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•xoeption  was  to  see  a  sober  man,  but  the 
exoaption  now  is  to  see  a  drunken  man  ;  and  to 
any  one  who  knocks  about  the  back-oountry 
towns,  as  I  do,  the  difference  is  very  noticeable. 
I  say  that  the  cry  of  increasing  drunkenness  is 
all  "  buncombe."  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs  gave  me  an  idea  just  now 
that  I  fully  indorse.  He  said  that  gambling 
was  one  of  our  besetting  sins,  and  I  candidly 
admit  that  gambling  is  ;  I  think  that  gambling 
in  this  country  does  a  great  deal  more  hum 
than  whiskejr.  In  fact,  I  think  tea  does  as  much 
harm  as  whiskey ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  of  this : 
that  I  have  taken  too  much  tea,  and  that  there 
are  others  here  in  the  same  position.  I  was 
never  much  troubled  with  the  consumption  of 
whiskey,  though  I  like  a  glass  of  it  now  and 
then,  but  I  have  felt  the  ill-effects  of  tea. 
Now,  Sir,  I  have  simply  to  conclude  by  saying 
that,  as  this  Government  has  entered  on  a  good 
course,  I  hope  they  will  pursue  it  to  the  end ; 
and  while  they  go  on  fostering  the  cause  of 
settlement  and  assisting  those  who  help  them- 
selves— I  believe  real  charity  lies  in  helping 
the  man  who  helps  himself— and  while  they 
oontinue  to  make  this  country  produce  what  it 
is  able  to  produce,  they  will  have  my  cordial 
support,  and,  I  am  sure,  the  support  of  all 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  With  reference 
to  the  labour  difficulties,  I  think  our  aim 
should  be  to  secure  to  every  man  fair  remune- 
ration for  his  labour,  and,  having  done  that, 
we  have  done  all  that  we  can  do.  Let  every 
man  have  his  share,  and  secure  to  him  the  full 
fruit  of  his  labour. 

An  Hon.  M£VBSB. — Firtft  secure  him  the 
labour. 

Mr.  FIELD. — Well,  in  a  young  country  like 
tliis  I  think  there  should  be  plenty  of  employ- 
ment for  every  one,  and  I  hope  the  time  is 
coming — and  that  soon — when  every  man  who 
can  work  and  will  work  will  have  work  to  do. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Sir,  it  is  with  great  pleasure 
I  have  listened  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Otaki,  who  has  just  down.  I  am  sure  that 
when  he  spoke  about  the  administration  of  our 
land- laws  and  about  the  settlement  of  the 
country  he  spoke  with  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  what  he  was  speaking  about,  and  in  most 
moderate  terms.  But  I  am  afraid  that  his 
remarks  could  not  have  given  very  great  satis- 
faction to  many  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  It  is  true  he  de- 
fended the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands,  but 
only  so  far  that  he  said  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  look  after  his  department — that  there 
was  far  too  much  for  him  to  look  after  and 
control,  and  the  blame  for  the  maladministra- 
tion which  certainly  had  taken  place  in  that 
department  he  laid  upon  the  subordinates  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  But,  Sir,  I  am 
afraid  he  has  preached  rank  heresy — at  all 
events,  what  would  two  years  ago  have  been 
considered  rank  heresy  by  those  in  the 
Government  seats — for  he  admitted  that  he 
approved  of  the  freehold  tenure  of  land ; 
and  I  think,  if  I  remember  aright,  that  was 
one  of  the  unpardonable  sins  in  the  eyes  of 
oertain   gentlemen  who  occupy  a  prominent 
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position  on  the  benches  opposite.  I  think,  in 
fact,  we  shall  very  soon— I  hope  we  shall— see 
the  honourable  member  for  Otaki  occupying  a 
seat  on  this  side  of  the  House.  Well,  it  is  all 
very  well  for  gentlemen  to  laugh  about  this 
question  of  the  tenure  of  land,  but  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  a  great  deal  of  importance ;  and  I  find — 
at  least,  I  think  I  can  snow  the  House — that, 
whatever  the  opinions,  whatever  the  aspirations 
may  be  of  certain  theoriets  and  dwellers  in  the 
towns,  that  the  dwellers  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts—those people  who  have  to  occupy  the 
land  and  make  a  living  from  the  land — are  all 
but  unanimous  on  the  matter  of  the  land- 
tenure.  And  I  find  that  unanimity  on  this 
point  is  greater  amongst  the  small  holders 
of  land  than  amongst  the  very  large  holders. 
Now,  I  find  that  under  the  optional  clauses  of 
the  Land  Act  the  following  selections  were 
made  during  the  year  ended  the  81st  March 
last :  For  cash  there  were  ninety  selectors ;  for 
occupation  with  the  right  of  purchase,  277  ;  for 
lease  in  perpetuity,  278.  Now,  this  gives  just 
one  more  for  lease  in  perpetuity  than  for  the 
occupation  lease  with  the  right  of  purchase. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  when  comparing 
these  two  numbers  that  those  selectors  who 
take  up  land  on  lease  in  perpetuity  pay  a 
rent  calculated  at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent,  less 
on  the  capital  value  than  those  who  take 
up  land  on  occupation  with  the  right  of 
purchase,  which,  I  think,  shows  fairly  well 
that,  although  fully  one-half  of  those  who 
take  up  land  are  not  in  a  positibn  to  pay  cash 
for  it,  they  preferred  to  take  it  up  on  terms  by 
which  they  may  eventually  make  it  a  freehold, 
and  are  willing  to  pay  a  20-per-oent.  higher 
rent,  having  that  in  view.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member  made  some  remarks  about  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the  main  lines 
of  roads  by  the  colony,  and  in  what  fell  from 
him  I  concur  to  a  very  great  extent.    The  sub- 

}'eot  is  one  of  very  great  importance,  and  will 
lave  to  be  dealt  with  by  this  House  or  by  the 
Government  before  very  long.  He  went  on  to 
refer  to  certain  remarks  which  had  been  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay, 
and  one  subject  to  which  he  referred  was  taxa- 
tion. He  said  no  fresh  taxation  had  been  im- 
posed last  year.  That  is  so  far  correct.  Fresh 
taxation,  however,  was  imposed  in  the  year 
1895,  and  the  taxation  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  the  results  accruing  from  it  were  not  felt 
until  the  year  1896-97,  and  I  think  the  increase 
in  the  revenue  derived  from  the  Customs  De- 
partment in  the  year  ending  the  Slst  March 
last  was  to  a  very  great  extent  attributable  to 
the  alteration  of  the  Customs  tariff  in  1895. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — No. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Well,  now,  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  had  stated  the  ex- 
ports had  fallen  off,  and  this  was  questioned  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Otaki ;  but  on  turn- 
ing to  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  Financial 
Statement  I  find,  in  comparing  them  with  the 
year  1895,  there  was  a  considerable  falling-off  in 
most  instances  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  For  instance,  there  was  a  decrease  in 
frozen  meat — altogether  there  was  a  falling-off 
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of  flome  £11,000.  In  the  quantity  of  coftl  raised 
in  the  colony  there  was  a  slight  increase,  bat 
there  iFvas  a  falling-off  in  the  coal  exported— a 
slight  falliug-ofif,  it  is  true.  Then,  in  the  exports 
of  ivool  there  was  a  falling-ofi  of  880,000  lb. 
weight.  The  number  of  sheep  had  declined  by 
seven  hundred  thousand,  but,  according  to  a  foot- 
note, the  Treasurer  attributes  a  falling-off  to  tbe 
I  xtent  of  five  hundred  thousand  to  a  snowstorm. 
That  will  leave  a  falling-off  to  the  extent  of  two 
hundred  thousand  sheep.  The  honourable 
gentleman  then  went  on  to  taunt  this  side  of  the 
House  with  having  introduced  Liberal  measures 
when  they  were  in  power  previously,  and  hinted 
they  had  no  intention  of  endeavouring  to  carry 
them  through.  But  I  ask  him,  who  opposed 
a  great  many  of  those  Liberal  measures  which 
the  previous  Government  were  unable  to  earry 
through?  Why,  it  was  the  leaders  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite.  But  when  I 
come  to  look  at  the  history  of  some  of  the  most 
Liberal  measures  ever  carried  in  New  Zealand, 
I  find  that  they  were  carried  by  gentlemen 
\^ho  sat  on  this  Ride  of  the  House,  or  their 
predecessors.  For  instance,  who  introduced 
and  carried  the  Education  Act?  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bowen.  Who  introduced  and  carried  the 
deferred-payment  system  of  acquiring  land, 
and  also  the  ^yRtem  of  occupying  land  under 
perpetual  lease  ?  I  believe  the  name  of  tbe 
lionourable  member  for  Riccarton  was  most 
intimately  associated  with  carrying  those  Bills 
through  the  House.  Then,  there  was  the 
female  franchise.  Who  opposed  that  most 
strenuously  ?  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House. 

An  Hon.  Member.— They  carried  it. 

Mr.  BROWN.— They  carried  it,  yes.  But 
they  opposed  it  as  long  as  ever  they  could,  and 
until  the^  saw  that  the  opinion  of  the  country 
was  most  overwhelming  in  favour  of  the  female 
franchise,  and  then  they  had  to  give  way. 
Then,  Sir,  the  ballot  was  carried  by  this  side 
of  tbe  House.  Well,  I  now  come  to  the  Finan- 
cial Statement;  and  I  must  plead  guilty  to 
being  one  of  those  who  have  read  it,  although 
I  must  say,  on  first  reading  it  through  I  could 
not  make  much  of  it.  I  read  it  through  again, 
and  I  began  to  find  a  few  points  which  I  con- 
sidered deserving  of  further  study.  I  read  it 
through  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  dis- 
cover the  policy  of  the  Government,  but  I 
must  say  I  was  grievously  disappointed,  for  I 
can  find  no  policy,  so-called,  in  this  Statement. 
It  seems  to  be  a  hash  up  of  a  lot  of  subjects 
which  have  been  discussed  before.  With  one 
or  two  exceptions,  there  is  no  indication  that 
the  Government  are  going  to  take  any  action. 
All  sorts  of  expressions  like  the  following  are 
used:  **It  is  worthy  of  your  consideration," 
"it  may  be  advisable  to,"  and  so  on.  As  to 
railway  •  conntruotion,  we  are  told  that  "  a 
vigorous  policy  is  worthy  of  consideration." 
They  do  not  say  they  are  going  to  pursue  a 
vigorous  policy.  It  is  "  worthy  of  considera- 
tion." By  whom?  By  this  House,  by  the 
public  outside,  or  by  Ministers?  Then,  in 
reference  to  the  Korth  Island  Trunk  line,  the 
Otago  Central,  and  the  Midland  Railway,  it  is 
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said  that  these  are  lines  which  ought  to  be 
carried  on — vigorously,  I  presume.  But  where 
are  the  funds  to  come  from  ?  There  is  some 
mention  of  £250,000  to  be  spent  on  railway- 
construction,  but  when  we  look  at  the  number 
of  lines  mentioned  we  must  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  £250,000  will  go  a  very  little  way 
towards  the  construction  of  these  lines.  We 
were  told  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  we 
expected  to  find  a  loan  policy  enunciated, 
and  that  we  have  been  grievously  disappointed 
at  not  finding  it  there.  I  say  that,  reading 
between  tbe  lines  of  this  paragraph  and  many 
others,  we  see  a  loan  foreshadowed,  and  a  loan 
of  considerable  proportions.  It  is  said,  '*The 
line  between  Eketahuna  and  Woodville  will 
be  completed  in  a  short  time.  This  done,  a 
vigorous  policy  in  respect  to  completing  the 
North  Island  Trunk,  Otago  Central,  and  other 
railways  is  worthy  of  consideration."  At  page 
15  we  are  told,  "  The  revenue  oolleoted  from 
the  land-  and  income-tax  during  the  past  year 
was  £877,818,  being  £17,618  in  excess  of  the 
estimate."  But  this  increase  was  derived 
almost  entirely  from  the  income-tax — the  land- 
tax  contributed  very  little  indeed  of  the 
increase.  At  page  85  it  is  estimated  that  there 
will  be  a  decrease  of  nearly  £18,000  from  the 
land-  and  income-tax.  Of  course,  it  may  be 
expected  that  the  land-tax  will  fall  off  owing 
to  the  purchase  of  large  estates,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  will  fall  off  to  the  extent  of  £13,000. 
We  are  promised  a  Bill  to  consolidate  the  Land- 
and  Income-tax  Acts.  I  think  the  country  will 
be  very  pleased  that  such  a  measure  is  to  be 
brought  down.  Those  who  have  to  make  up 
returns  under  these  Acts  will  feel  great  relief 
if  they  are  enabled  to  do  so  by  consulting  one 
Act.  Then  we  come  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  whole  paragraph  is  taken  op 
by  results  derived  from  statistics,  which  any 
person  interested  could  easily  have  picked  oat 
for  himself  from  the  census  returns.  But  there 
is  one  thing  which  I  see  is  not  mentioned  in 
this  paragraph :  There  is  no  mention  made 
of  any  compensation  being  granted  for  stock 
slaughtered  by  order  of  the  Inspector.  I  oon- 
tend  that  it  would  be  good  policy  and  justice 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Government  to  pay  a  part 
of  the  value  of  all  animals  destroyed  by 
order  of  the  Stock  Inspector.  In  the  first 
place,  those  animals  are  destroyed  for  the 
good  of  the  stock  owners  as  a  whole.  It  is 
very  bard  on  a  poor  man  to  have  his 
stock  destroyed.  A  case  came  under  my 
notice  shortly  before  I  left  home.  The  Stock 
Inspector  condemned  and  ordered  to  be  de- 
stroyed five  cows  out  of  a  poor  man's  herd 
of  eight  cows,  and  it  means  almost  ruin  to  that 
man.  It  may  be  contended  that  had  not  the 
Stock  Inspector  ordered  them  to  be  destroyed 
they  would  have  died.  I  admit  that,  but  at 
the  same  time  they  were  destroyed  in  order  to 
protect  tbe  cattle  of  his  neighbours.  There  is 
another  point  worthy  of  consideration :  If  a 
man  is  to  receive  no  compensation  when  his 
cattle  are  destroyed  by  order  of  the  Inspector,  it 
is  to  his  interest  to  try  and  sell  any  beast  which 
may  show  symptoms  of  disease,  and  thus  infeo- 
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tion  may  be  spread.  He  will  do  all  in  hi8  power 
to  prevent  the  Inspector  finding  oat  if  his  cattle 
are  diseased;  whereas  if  he  is  to  receive  some 
slight  compensation  it  will  be  to  his  interest 
to  get  the  Inspector  to  examine  bis  cattle. 
„  QQ  In  the  paragraph  headed  "Ordinary 
'  '  Land  for  Settlement "  I  came  across 
the  following :  *'  Excluding  town  land  and  pas- 
toral land  and  miscellaneous  leases,  the  num- 
ber of  new  selectors  for  the  year  is  1,391  Cm 
area  222,068  acres),  all  of  whom  are  obliged  by 
law  to  reside  on  and  improve  their  holdings." 
Well,  Sir,  I  think  any  person  reading  this  sen- 
tence would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  not 
only  during  the  year  1,391  fresh  selectors  had 
taken  up  land,  but  that  there  had  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  holdings  actually 
occupied  in  the  colony.  But  on  turning  to 
page  3  of  the  report  of  the  Chief  Surveyor  we 
find  that  the  selectors  on  the  books  of  the  de- 
partment are  156  fewer  than  they  were  on  the 
3l8t  March,  1896.  So  we  see  that  instead  of 
there  being  some  thirteen  hundred  odd  more 
selectors  there  are  actually  fewer.  I  know 
it  may  be  said  by  gentlemen  opposite  that  a 
great  many  of  these  selectors  who  were  on  the 
books  on  the  3l8t  March,  1896,  have  during  the 
year  converted  their  leases  into  freeholds ;  but 
we  find  that  the  total  number  of  leases  that  have 
been  made  freehold — that  is,  including  the  town 
lands  and  miscellaneous  leases— the  total  num- 
ber was  only  709,  so  that  really  there  is  a  con- 
siderable falling-off  in  the  number  of  people  on 
the  land  from  the  number  that  we  should  be 
led  by  reading  this  paragraph  to  believe  were 
actually  on  their  holdings.  And  now  let  me 
turn  from  the  general  returns  of  the  colony  and 
take  those  of  the  District  of  Taranaki.  We  find 
on  page  7  of  the  report  the  total  number  of 
selectors  on  the  books  of  the  department  on  the 
dl^t  March  last  was  1,311,  being  191  fewer  than 
la4t  year.  And  these  are  the  results  of  the 
expenditure  of  close  on  half  a  million  of  money 
during  the  twelve  months  on  surveying,  open- 
ing up  lands,  and  placing  settlers  upon  them. 
Sir,  there  is  another  paragraph  in  this  Budget 
dealing  in  land-for-settlement  operations.  Now, 
I  have  a  very  vivid  recollection  that  some 
eleven  months  ago,  when  speaking  at  Petone  just 
before  the  election,  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
was  reported  to  have  said  that  one  plank  in  his 
platform  was  the  erection  of  workmen's  cot- 
tages on  allotments  within  reasonable  distances 
of  the  four  large  cities  of  Kew  Zealand,  and  that 
these  cottages  were  to  be  erected  for  workmen, 
,  and  that  the  workmen  were  to  dwell  in  them 
free  and  untrammelled.  Well,  I  wondered 
what  that  meant  at  the  time  I  read  it,  and  the 
only  conclusion  I  could  come  to  was  that  the 
Government  intended  to  build  cottages  for  the 
workmen,  and  that  they  should  certainly  have 
some  provision  made  for  this  in  the  estimates 
for  the  current  year.  After  the  Premier  got 
away  from  Wellington — when  he  got  into  the 
country  districts — we  heard  nothing  about  these 
cottages  free  and  untrammelled  for  the  work- 
rien,  so  that  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  that 
leally  was  only  an  electioneering  dodge  in  order 
•to  try  and  catch  votes  in  the  kbrge  cities  and 


towns.  Well,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal 
during  the  progress  of  this  debate  about  the 
state  of  the  slums  in  some  of  our  large  cities  ; 
and  we  heard  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  say  last  night  that  he  would  favour 
making  advances  to  working-men  of  half  the 
cost  of  the  cottages,  charging  a  rental  of  5  per 
cent,  for  the  money  so  invested.  Well,  I  think 
this  would  be  a  very  good  scheme,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  congestion  in  the  large  towns,  if  in 
conjunction  with  this  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways could  see  his  way  to  run  workmen's  trains 
for  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  on  the  lines 
leading  to  the  large  towns.  I  think  that  would 
be  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  and  I  should 
have  been  very  well  pleased  to  have  found  some 
mention  of  this  in  the  Budget,  or  some  pro- 
vision made  for  it  in  the  estimates.  Then  we 
come  to  the  paragraph  headed  "  The  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,"  and  we  read  this  sentence : 
"The  Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Act  has  met  with  general  acceptance,  and  has 
been  brought  into  continual  use  during  the 
year."  Well,  I  suppose  it  is  **  continual " 
because  it  is  on  the  statute-book.  I  sup- 
pose what  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
meant  to  say  was  that  the  Industrial  and 
Conciliation  Act  was  still  in  force,  and  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  had  been  brought  into 
frequent  use  during  the  year.  Then  he  goes  on 
to  say,  **  preventing  many  heartburnings  and 
misunderstandings."  Well,  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Act  itself  has  prevented  many 
heartburnings  and  misunderstandings,  but  I 
really  think,  after  reading  the  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  some  of  these  Conciliation 
Boards  that  have  appeared  in  the  papers 
recently,  that  it  has  prevented  many  heart- 
burnings and  misunderstandings  in  the  old 
sense  of  the  word  *' prevent" — that  is,  to  go 
before  ;  that  it  has  gone  before,  and  given  rise 
to  considerable  heartburnings.  Certainly  it  has 
done  that  in  some  quarters.  Then,  it  goes  on 
to  say,  '*  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  worthy 
of  consideration  whether  those  invoking  the 
Act  should  not  be  given  the  power  of  choice 
between  the  Board  and  the  Court."  Well,  I 
consider  that  the  leader  of  the  Government 
should  have  been  prepared  to  say  that,  having 
given  consideration  to  this,  he  was  about  to 
bring  in  a  measure  to  give  effect  to  it.  Really 
he  is  now  throwing  the  onus  of  initiating  legis- 
lation in  this  direction  upon  private  members. 
We  have  heard  on  several  occasions  recently  a 
great  deal  of  talk  about  who  was  the  leader  of 
the  House,  and  such  like  talk.  I  should  be 
only  too  pleased  to  see  him  meet  the  House  in 
this  direction.  Next  we  come  to  the  gold- 
mining  industry,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
anything  about  that,  because  I  know  nothing 
about  it,  and  will  therefore  leave  it  to 
some  of  the  numerous  honourable  gentle- 
men who  are  interested  in  and  who  repre- 
sent goldfields.  We  now  come  to  the  forests 
and  forestry,  and  this  is  a  question  which 
the  Treasurer  has  alluded  to  as  of  great 
importance  to  the  colony.  Not  only  are  our 
forests  being  destroyed  and  the  timber  being 
wasted  e^nd  going  to  smoke — much  valuable 
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timber  being  barnfe  every  year — bat  no  ade- 
quate provision  is  being  made  for  replanting 
the  forests  which  are  being  rapidly  exploited. 
The  Treasurer  asks,  **  Is  this  unfortunate,  un- 
desirable, and  unprofitable  condition  of  affairs 
to  continue?  I  distinctly  say  it  should  not. 
To  permit  it  would  be  wanton  in  the  extreme, 
and  nothing  less  than  a  national  calamity.*' 
Then  he  goes  on,  *'  It  will  not  for  a  moment  be 
contended  that  settlement  must  be  stopped 
until  the  sawmiller  has  removed  the  timber 
from  the  land,  or  that  only  such  lands  as  have 
been  denuded  of  timber  shall  be  open  for  occu- 
pation." Well,  Sir,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
bush  land  in  this  colony  which  cod  tains  hardly 
any  timber  fit  for  sawmilling  purposes,  and  such 
country  might  very  well  be  thrown  open  and 
settled  upon.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
some  blocks  of  land  which  contain  very  valuable 
timber,  and  timber  which  will  be  wanted  before 
many  years  are  over,  but  which  is  now  being 
destroyed  very  rapidly.  And  why  is  so  much 
valuable  timber  being  destroyed?  It  is  through 
the  administration  of  the  Lands  Department. 
In  the  district  which  I  represent— or  on  the 
borders  of  it— and  also  in  the  Rangitikei  dis- 
trict, are  large  areas  of  bush  land  containing 
much  valuable  timber,  which  will  be  required 
for  use  in  a  very  short  period,  but  which  is 
being  cut  down  and  fire  run  through  it,  and  in 
twelve  months'  time  it  will  be  unfit  for  saw- 
milling  or  any  other  purposes.  And  this  is 
being  done  m  order  that  settlers  may  comply 
with  the  conditions  on  which  they  are  taking 
up  land.  Most  of  this  land  is  being  taken  up 
on  lease  in  perpetuity,  and  the  settlers  are 
bound  to  make  these  clearings,  and  they  can- 
not preserve  the  timber.  Many  of  them  would 
preserve  it  for  a  few  years,  to  dispose  of 
it  afterwards  to  sawmillers,  but  they  are  not 
allowed  to  do  so.  And,  after  it  is  cut  down, 
at  great  expense  of  labour  and  money  to  these 
settlers,  they  cannot  make  use  of  the  land 
because  the  trees  are  lying  so  thick  that  the 
cattle  cannot  get  through.  In  fact,  I  have 
seen  a  so-called  clearing  in  which  you  could 
walk  from  end  to  end  without  stepping  on  the 
ground.  Now,  I  say  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  Government  to  conserve  all  these  blocks 
containing  good  sawable  timber. 

Mr.  MONK.— How  about  fire  ? 

Mr.  BROWN. —The  honourable  member 
says,  '*  How  about  fire  ?  "  That  brings  me  to 
another  point.  Not  only  is  the  timber  that  is 
cut  down  destroyed,  but  they  have  to  burn  it  to 
comply  with  the  conditions,  and  if  the  season 
is  at  all  dry  the  fire  destroys  more  timber  in 
the  standing  bush  than  that  felled  by  the 
settlers  in  making  these  so-called  clearings ; 
and  I  believe  very  few  members  have  any  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  immense  quantity  of  valuable 
timber  that  has  been  destroyed  within  the 
last  few  years  in  the  bush  districts  of  the 
colony.  As  a  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs 
we  have  this  sentence,  which  I  am  sure  any 
gentleman  acquainted  in  aoy  manner  with 
timber,  or  the  sawmilling  trade  in  the  colony, 
will  know  to  be  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the 
case.  The  sentence  is  as  follows :  "In  dis- 
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posing  of  timber  lands  it  should  be  made  a 
condition  that  all  valuable  trees  shall  be  logged 
ready  to  be  taken  to  the  market  or  the  saw- 
mills." What  does  this  mean?  It  is  very 
evident  the  Premier  does  not  know,  or  who- 
ever wrote  the  sentence  did  not  know,  what 
he  was  talking  about.  In  the  first  place,  the 
rimu  and  white-pine  and  other  timbers,  which 
are  very  valuable  if  cut  up  green,  when  cut 
down  and  allowed  to  remain  lying  on  the 
ground  for  twelve  months  are  valueless  for 
sawmilling  purposes ;  the  worm  gets  into  them. 
This  term  "  logging  *'  means,  I  presume,  oross- 
cutting  into  lengths.  But  how  it  is  to  be  got  out 
to  a  market  from  these  blocks  of  land  surpasses 
my  comprehension,  and  surpasses  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  concoctor  of  the  idea.  The  only  way 
in  which  I  know  it  could  be  got  oat  with- 
out going  to  any  great  expense  in  road-making 
would  be  by  some  aerial  navigation  scheme,  by 
which  the  timber  could  be  lifted  and  carried 
out.  It  is  true  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
in  his  speech  during  the  debate,  said  that  he 
hoped  the  House  would  go  into  the  question 
of  making  roads.  But  why  do  not  the  Govern- 
ment propose  some  scheme?  All  through  this 
document  it  is  **  We  hope  the  House  will  go 
into  it,"  **  hope  the  House  will  consider  it," 
"hope  the  Houro  will  look  favourably  on  it," 
et  cetera ;  but  there  is  no  policy — no  scheme  laid 
down  for  carrying  any  of  the  ideas  into  effect. 
I  remember  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  boy,  I  was 
taken  to  a  diorama  in  London,  where  pictures 
were  exhibited  supposed  to  be  illustrations 
of  life  in  the  Australian  Colonies  as  it  was 
at  that  time — fifty  years  or  so  ago.  And  I 
remember  being  struck — in  fact,  the  only  pic- 
ture that  impressed  itself  on  my  mind  was 
this:  A  chain  gang  of  convicts  in  Tasmania 
carrying  a  huge  piece  of  squared  timber  out  of 
the  bush  to  construct  some  jetty.  I  remember 
there  were  some  twenty  men,  or  perhaps  more, 
had  a  log  on  their  shoulders,  and  were  march- 
ing along  what  appeared  to  be  a  good  macadam- 
ised road  carrying  this  huge  piece  of  wood  to 
build  a  jetty.  On  reading  this  paragraph  the 
thought  struck  me  that  if  that  was  hard  work, 
and  was  considered  punishment  for  those  men 
to  carry  a  piece  of  squared  timber  along  a  good 
road  for  a  short  distance,  what  would  it  be  for 
the  settlers  on  one  of  these  back  blocks  to  get 
up  a  working-bee  to  carry  these  logs  out— over 
their  knees  in  mud,  stumbling  over  roots,  and 
wading  through  creeks?  I  hope  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  or  the  Minister  of  Lands  does 
not  expect  the  settlers  to  work  in  this  manner. 
As  I  said  before,  a  quantity  of  our  timber  when 
once  felled  if  it  is  not  conveyed  to  the  sawmill 
at  once  is  useless  for  sawmilling  purposes ;  so 
I  think  this  sentence  gives  very  little  comfort 
to  those  who  live  in  the  bush.  Now,  there  is 
another  matter  in  connection  with  these  timber 
reserves.  If,  as  I  hope  the  Government  wiU 
do,  the  Government  decide  in  future  to  reserve 
all  blocks  of  bush  country  that  contain  large 
quantities  of  sawable  timber,  they  must  not 
allow  small  sections  or  areas  to  be  surveyed  out 
of  these  blocks,  so  that  the  danger  of  settlers 
making  a  small  clearing  and  lighting  fires  and 
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thereby  destroying  a  lot  of  timber  may  be 
removed.  If  the  Qovemment  set  to  work  in 
earnest  to  oonserve  this  timber  for  the  nse  of 
fafcare  generations  I  hope  that  when  they  lease 
these  reserves,  or  portions  of  these  reserves,  to 
sawmillers  they  will  not  bind  them  down  too 
closely  as  to  the  time  in  whioh  chej  are  to 
clear  ont  the  timber.  The  custom,  I  helieve, 
tbronghoat  the  greater  part  of  New  Zealand 
when  any  blook  of,  say,  five  or  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  bush-land  is  leased  to  a  saw- 
miller,  who  pays  so  muoh  money  for  the  right 
to  remove  timber  from  thin  land,  is  to  tie  him 
down  by  very  strict  regulations  or  a  very  strict 
agreement  to  have  all  the  timber  cut  ofi  this 
luid  within  a  certain  time.  Now,  this  has 
led  to  sawmillers  having  to  keep  their  mills 
nnning  even  when  the  market  is  glutted — 
when  the  market  is  so  glutted  that  the  price  of 
timber  has  been  forced  below  payable  point; 
aod  I  think  in  any  future  lease  of  timber- land 
some  provision  should  he  made  that  if  the 
lessee  can  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Land 
Board  or  Banger  that  the  price  of  timber  has 
been  forced  below  a  payable  figure,  and  that 
the  markets  are  glutted,  he  should  have  an 
extension  of  time  allowed  him  in  whioh  to  clear 
hit  lot.  Well,  now  I  come  to  the  old-age 
pensions  scheme,  and  I  must  say  I  had  hoped 
something  definite  would  have  been  put  before 
ns.  I  gather  from  the  paragraph  here  that 
the  Treasurer  estimates  the  number  of  eligible 
and  deserving  persons  to  be  about  ten  thousand, 
to  whom  will  be  given  lOs.  per  week,  thus 
making  the  amount  payable  £260,000  a  year ; 
and  then  he  asks  the  House  to  vote  him 
£120,000  to  meet  their  claims  for  the  current 
year.  Well,  by  the  time  the  Bill  is  passed— by 
the  time  the  necessary  machinery  is  in  opera- 
tion— there  will  be  a  bare  quarter  of  the  current 
year  to  be  run,  and  surely  it  will  not  require 
£120,000  for  that  one  quarter.  Then,  there 
is  a  paragraph  dealing  with  the  Post-Offioe 
Savings-Banks,  and  I  notice  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  funds  of  the  Savings-banks  are 
invested  in  Gk>vernment  securities  or  in  the 
securities  of  local  bodies'  debentures.  No  less 
than  £8,507,000  and  some  odd  hundreds  are 
invested  in  Government  securitieR,  and  nearly 
£580,000  in  local  bodies'  loans.  Well,  that  is 
all  very  well  as  long  as  no  crisis  arises ;  but 
should  a  orisis  arrive,  and  our  colonial  stock 
fall  in  values  and  local  bodies'  debentures 
become  unsaleable,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
ran  takes  place  upon  these  Savings-banks, 
what  is  to  become  then  of  the  depositors? 
How  will  the  Government  pay  the  depositors 
when  they  come  to  withdraw  their  funds  ? 
They  cannot  sell  them  local  bodies'  debentures. 
II  colonial  stock  is  much  below  par  they  will 
have  to  sell  at  a  loss  in  order  to  meet  the 
claims  of  depositors.  It  would  not  do  if  a 
man  came  to  a  Savings-bank  to  withdraw  his 
savings  for  the  official  in  charge  to  say,  *<  We 
have  no  money  to<day  ;  we  will  give  you 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  bonds  or  Patea  Har- 
bour Board  bonds  for  £100  instead."  I  think 
chat  would  not  satisfy  him ;  I  do  not  think 
a  man  who  wanted  bard  cash  would  be  satis- 


fied with  any  Harbour  Board's  bonds.  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  the  funds  for  investment  should 
be  spread  over  a  larger  area.  Some  of  them 
should  have  been  invested  in  the  stock  of 
other  colonies — in  Canadian  stock,  as  has 
been  suggested  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce,  or  in  the  stock  of  some  of  the  other 
Australian  Colonies.  The  Government  Insurance 
Department,  I  see,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  are 
not  allowed  to  invest  more  than  one-quarter  of 
their  funds  in  colonial  Government  securities. 
Now,  there  was  some  reason  for  passing  that 
Act,  which  was  passed  in  1894 ;  and  it  is  evi- 
dent to  me  that  the  Legislature  had  become 
alarmed  at  the  large  amount  of  these  insur- 
ance funds  which  had  been  invested  in  Govern- 
ment securities,  and  they  insisted — and  rightly, 
I  think — that  a  very  large  proportion  of  them 
should  be  invested  in  other  securities.  The 
Act  distinctly  states  that  not  more  than  25  per 
cent,  of  these  funds  should  be  invested  in  Go- 
vernment securities;  the  other  three-quarters 
were  to  be  invested  on  mortgages,  or  on  loans  on 
the  life  policies  in  the  department.  Well,  I 
notice  that  at  the  present  time  considerably 
more  than  a  quarter  are  invested  in  Government 
securities — in  fact,  nearly  one-half  are  invested 
in  Government  securities  orloceJ  bodies'  deben- 
tures ;  but,  of  course,  year  by  year,  as  these 
debentures  fall  in,  the  money  falling  in  will 
have  to  be  invested  on  mortgage.  Then,  Sir, 
I  come  to  the  ocean  mail-services,  and  here  we 
have  a  whole  bundle  of  projects  thrown  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  for  honourable  members  to 
take  their  choice  of.  There  is  no  indication  as 
to  whioh  scheme  the  Government  favour,  and  I 
have  failed  to  get  the  information  I  sought  from 
this  paragraph.  We  are  told  that  *'  at  the  pre- 
sent time  we  are  paying  lis.  per  pound  for. 
letters,  and  the  total  amount  paid  by  the 
colony  to  the  contractors  is  about  £7,600  per 
annum."  Well,  it  struck  me  this  was  very 
much  below  what  was  actually  paid,  so  I 
thought  I  would  turn  up  the  estimates  of  the 
colony,  and,  on  turning  up  the  estimates,  I 
find  that  last  year  the  sum  of  £17,624  was 
actually  paid  to  these  contractors ;  and  I  con- 
tend that  any  honourable  gentleman  reading 
this  sentence  would  think  that  the  cost  of 
conveying  the  mails  to  San  Francisco  was 
only  £7,600.  But  we  find,  on  looking  at 
the  published  estimates,  that  there  was 
£17,624  paid,  and  in  addition  to  that  the 
Government  paid  the  sum  of  £18,131  for  the 
conveyance  of  mails  from  San  Francisco  to 
Queenstown.  The  conveyance  of  these  mails 
has  cost  £80,000,  and  I  find  that  in  the 
estimates  for  the  current  year  the  sum  of 
£18,250  has  been  set  aside— has  been  appro- 
priated— for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  from 
the  colony  to  San  Francisco.  So  I  contend 
that  part  of  the  paragraph  is  quite  mislead- 
ing. Then  we  have  other  suggestions :  we 
have  a  short  essay  on  the  Vancouver  service, 
and  about  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and   other 

Q  ^      matters.    Then,  when  we  get  further 
*     down  we  find, — 

**  The  establishing  of  a  fast  service  to  connect 
with  the  P.  and  O.  and  Orient  steamers  is  not, 
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however,  contemplated  by  the  Union  Company 
unless  an  adequate  sabsidy  is  paid.  Again, 
there  is  the  Messageries  Maritimes,  which  is 
heavily  subsidised  by  the  French  Government. 
Noumea  is  the  terminus  of  its  line.  Recently 
the  French  Government  granted  a  subsidy  to 
the  Union  Company  for  its  service  to  Tahiti, 
and  it  seems  almost  a  waste  of  money  to  send 
the  Messageries  to  Noumea  and  then  for  them 
to  return  to  Sydney.  If  a  branch  steamer  wan 
sent  from  Sydney  to  Noumea  there  would 
then  be  nothing  to  prevent  the  main  boats 
making  New  Zealand  the  terminus." 

Then,  Sir,  we  have  a  hint  thrown  out  that 
the  North  German  Lloyd's  Company  should  be 
subsidised  to  run  to  New  Zealand.  Well,  I  am 
surprised  to  hear  the  Right  Hon.  the  Treasurer 
even  hint  at  such  a  thing.  I  think  it  would  be 
a  national  disaster  if  assistance  in  any  shape 
or  form  whatever  were  held  out  to  these  foreign 
companies  to  trade  here  or  to  carry  our  mails. 
I  think,  if  the  GoYernment  want  to  encourage  a 
line  of  direct  steamers  between  Sydney  or  Mel- 
bourne and  New  Zealand  they  should  subsidise 
some  British-owned  company  to  run  steamers. 
I  know  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  Home,  and  that  he  has  had  a  look  round 
the  various  countries,  and  perhaps  he  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  honours  already  conferred 
upon  him.  Is  it  possible  that  he  covets  the 
red  ribbon  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  ?  I  believe 
that  decoration  is  conferred  upon  any  gentle- 
roan  who  performs  any  service  to  the  French 
Republic,  and  it  is  possible  it  might  be  looked 
upon  as  a  service  to  the  French  Republic  to 
subsidise  their  steamers  trading  to  New  Zea- 
land. Then,  we  have  another  paragraph  which 
I  cannot  understand  for  the  life  of  me.  It 
reads  thus : — 

**  I  may  also  mention  that  the  weekly  mail- 
service  between  Australia  and  Great  Britain 
performed  by  the  P.  and  O.  and  Orient  Steam- 
ship Companies  has  recently  been  renewed  for 
a  term  of  seven  years  from  the  let  February 
next.  The  subsidy  payable  by  the  contracting 
colonies  is  £75,000  per  annum,  as  at  present." 

Yet  in  the  preceding  paragraph  he  tells  us 
that  the  P.  and  O.  and  Orient  lines  each  receive 
dB85,000<-a  discrepancy  of  £10,000.  I  am  sure 
I  cannot  tell  which  is  the  correct  amount. 
Then,  we  have  a  paragraph  about  developing 
trade  with  the  Eastern  countries,  but  as  other 
honourable  gentlemen  have  dealt  with  that 
subject  I  will  pass  it  over.  Amongst  other  mat- 
ters I  see  that  the  GoYemment  take  credit  under 
the  paragraph  devoted  to  the  census  for  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  decrease  of  11  per  cent,  in 
the  number  of  Freethinkers  in  the  colony  from 
1891  to  1896,  whereas  there  was  an  increase  of 
14  per  cent,  between  1886  and  1891.  Well,  I 
roust  say  I  think  there  is  certainly  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  free-thinkers  on  that  side  of 
the  House.  We  also  find  great  credit  taken 
for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  hands  em- 
ployed in  the  factories  in  the  colony;  but, 
Sir,  there  is  a  handbook  published  recently 
which  throws  rather  a  different  complexion 
on  this  statement.  It  is  the  New  Zealand 
Official  Year-book  for  1897,  published,  I  be- 
if r.  Brown 


lieve,  by  the  authority  of  the  Premier,  and 
is  supposed  to  contain  all  the  latest  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  I  see  that  between  the 
years  1891  and  1896  the  increase  in  the  total 
number  of  labourers  employed  in  the  factories 
of  the  colony  was  1,756,  whereas  in  the  years 
1886  to  1891,  before  the  Liberal  Government 
came  into  power,  the  increase  was  8,538,  or 
double  the  number.  As  my  time  is  almost 
up  I  cannot  detain  the  House  much  longer,, 
but  I  must  say  I  think  the  Government  are 
trying  to  take  credit  for  a  great  deal  of  the 
progress  and  prosperity  of  the  colony  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  Govern- 
ment at  all.  I  think  the  colony  would  hav& 
progressed  just  as  rapidly  had  any  other  party 
been  in  office,  and  possibly  much  more  so.  I 
am  tired  of  continually  hearing  it  said  by. 
gentlemen  opposite  that  the  colony  has  ad- 
vanced because  the  Liberal  Government  came 
into  power.  Why,  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  spoke  in  New  Plymouth  a  few 
months  ago,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  listen- 
ing to  him,  and  the  first  part  of  his  speech  was 
all  about  the  number  of  dairy  factories  esta- 
blished, the  quantity  of  milk  taken  to  those 
factories,  the  quantity  of  butter  turned  out,  and 
the  quantity  of  cheese  ;  and  then  he  led  us  by 
implication  to  believe  that  had  not  the  Liberal 
Government  come  into  power  none  of  these 
things  would  have  occurred.  I  contend  thi» 
Government  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
it.  It  was  the  result  of  the  establishment  of 
cool-chambers  on  board  the  trading  steamers,^ 
the  perfecting  of  freezing-machines,  the  inven- 
tion and  cheapening  of  the  process  of  freezing 
meat  and  providing  cool-storage.  All  this  gave 
the  impetus  to  the  dairy  industry,  and  it  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  any  political  party. 
Mr.  MILLAR.— Sir,  although  this  debate  hsa 
already  reached  some  length,  I  feel,  seeing  that 
I  was  one  of  the  six  members  who  distinguished 
themselves  by  not  speaking  on  the  Address  in 
Reply,  that  I  may  fairly  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  in  speaking  on  the  question  of 
the  Budeet.  Whilst  in  connection  with  the 
Budget  there  have  been  some  able  addresses 
delivered  up  to  the  present  time,  to  which 
members  of  the  House  must  have  listened 
with  pleasure  and  with  profit,  I  had  hoped 
that  before  we  got  this  length  we  might 
have  had  some  what  one  might  have  called 
**  criticism "  of  the  Budget  to  deal  with ; 
but,  so  far  as  I  have  heaxd  up  to  the  pre- 
sent, there  has  been  little  or  nothing  of  that 
description.  Whilst,  as  I  have  said,  some 
of  the  speeches  we  have  heard  were  able,, 
there  have  been  others  which  have  chiefly 
criticized  the  Budget  as  entirely  wanting  in 
policy.  There  have  also  been  statements 
made  which,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  cannot  be 
borne  out,  and  I  should  like  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  uttered  them  to  at  least 
show  us  some  proof  in  connection  with  them. 
But,  mainly,  in  connection  with  this  Budget  we 
have  had  nothing  but  the  same  old  thing, 
harping  that  there  is  no  policy ;  and  yet,  for- 
sooth when  we  take  up  the  evening  Press  we 
read  that  the  Age— one  of  the  ablest  journaix> 
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in  the  colonies — says  the  policy  of  this  Budget 
is  in  aooordanoe  with  that  of  the  past  seven 
Tears ;  that  they  are  followiDg  out  the  policy 
bronght  in  seven  years  ago ;  that  it  is  simply  a 
oontinQation  of  that  policy,  and  nothing  new 
is  required  excepting,  perhaps,  amending  legis- 
lation to  remedy  some  small  defects  in  con- 
neotion  with  it.  This,  Sir,  is  the  position. 
Now,  a  few  new  things  have  been  brought 
oat  in  this  debate,  but  there  is  one  which 
has  struck  me  most  forcibly.  I  have  not 
been  vezy  long  in  this  House,  but  it  has 
always  been  my  lot  in  all  debates  on  the 
Financial  Statement  to  hear  every  member 
of  the  Opposition  deny  that  there  was  a 
surplns.  They  have  stated  through  thick 
and  thin— on  the  platform  and  in  this  House- 
that  no  such  thing  as  a  surplns  ever  existed 
under  the  present  Government.  And  what  do 
we  find  now?  Not  a  denial  that  there  is  a 
surplus,  but  a  finding  fault  because  there  is  a 
surplus.  They  say,  you  have  no  right  to  tax  the 
people  and  bring  in  a  surplus.  That  was  said 
by  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Glutha,  and  afterwards  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  who  quoted  to  us  the  words  of  the 
Frenoh  economist,  Ij6on  Say,  who  says  that 
no  taxation  should  be  levied  excepting  that 
which  is  absolutely  necessary.  These  are  al- 
most the  identical  words  of  Adam  Smith — 
**  That  the  taxation  of  a  country  should  simply 
be  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
people."  Now,  Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion admitted  that  there  was  a  surplus  of 
£364,000. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Oh.  no  1 

Mr.  MILLAR.— You  did  not  admit  that? 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — But  there  was  one  all 
the  same. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— What  has  troubled  me  is  to 
get  at  what  is  the  surplus.  If  my  memory  has 
failed  me  I  accept  the  honourable  member's 
denial  that  he  did  not  say  so.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  said 
that  after  a  close  analysis  of  the  Budget  there 
was  only  a  surplus  of  £65,000.  Then,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Glutha,  in  his  analysis 
of  the  balance-sheet,  I  think,  made  out  that 
the  surplus  was  £85,000.  Then  we  come  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  who  said 
that  tl^re  was  a  surplus  of  £1U8,000. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — ^They  are  all  wrong. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — Here  we  have  three  difierent 
gentlemen  giving  three  different  amounts.  We 
will  assume  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Glutha  are  correct,  and  that  the  £65,000 
and  £85,000  which  those  gentlemen  state  are 
correct,  then  I  say  that  the  Golonial  Treasurer 
is  exactly  carrying  out  what  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  says  should  be  done.  He  is  simply 
putting  taxation  on  the  people  in  accordance 
vrith  the  requirements.  Surely  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  will  not  assert  that  a  surplus 
of  £65,000  on  a  turnover  of  £4,000,000  is  too 
much.  It  seems  to  me  that  instead  of 
finding  fault  they  should  congratulate  the 
Treasurer,  and  that  no  fault  can  be  found 
with   the   Budget.    I   must  congratulate  the 


honourable  member  upon  having  at  last  a*^- 
mitted  that  there  is  a  surplns,  and  I  think 
that,  as  far  as  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
concerned,  we  have  to  thank  Mr.  Thomas  Mac- 
kensie,  the  late  member  for  Glutha,  for  having 
brought  the  Opposition  to  a  better  frame  of 
mind,  because,  in  speaking  at  a  meeting  at  the 
Ghamber  of  Gommeroe  m  London,  he  said, 
**  Although  it  had  been  denied  from  bis  side  of 
the  Hoase  from  time  to  time  that  there  was 
any  surplus,  the  surplus  was  really  good,  and 
was  not  a  bogus  rne."  Since  he  made  that 
statement  the  horourable  gentlemen  of  the 
Opposition  have  aocapted  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  surplus ;  but  they  have  gone  round,  and  now 
say,  **  Though  there  is  a  surplus,  you  have  no 
right  to  have  one.**  There  is  another  complaint 
made  by  one  or  two  members  of  the  Opposition, 
and  that  is,  they  find  fault  with  the  Golonial 
Treasurer  for  having  underestimated  his  re- 
venue for  the  ensuing  year.  One  would  have 
thought — but  it  is  not  true,  that  it  was  the 
first  time  anything  like  this  was  done — that  all 
previous  Treasurers  had  been  able  to  gauge  the 
revenue  so  very  close  that  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  colony  the  revenue  had 
been  underestimated.  But,  Sir,  if  honour- 
able members  would  like  to  turn  to  the  last 
Financial  Statement  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's 
they  will  there  see  that  their  late  Premier, 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  underestimated  the  reve- 
nue for  the  year  1890  by  £150,000 ;  so  that  it 
is  nothing  new,  and  the  honourable  member 
must  be  surely  bard-pushed  for  some  fault  to 
find  when  he  can  only  drop  across  a  thing  like 
that.  And  surely  it  is  wise  and  prudent  on 
the  part  of  any  Treasurer  to  adopt  this  method 
of  estimating  the  revenue.  I  am  surprised  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  whose  Ghovemment 
always  brought  down  a  Budget  framed  on 
similar  lines,  should  be  one  to  find  fault  with 
underestimating  revenue,  when  by  that  under- 
estimation the  expenditure  is  always  kept  down 
in  proportion. 

Mr.  BUGHANAN.— What  about  other  years? 

Mr.  MILLAR.— We  are  taking  this  year.  Sir. 
Your  argument  has  been,  I  think,  about  this 
year. 

Mr.  BUGHANAN.— I  did  not  say  anything 
about  this  year. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — I  am  not  referring  to  the 
honourable  member  individually,  but  to  those 
who  sit  on  the  Opposition  benches.  They  found 
fault  with  the  Premier  underestimating  this 
year's  revenve,  and  say  that  he  has  made 
a  surplus  by  underestimating  his  revenue, 
so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  can  bring 
it  forward  and  show  he  has  a  handsome  sur- 
plus. I  say.  Sir,  it  is  only  right  and  prudent, 
if  such  can  be  done,  to  do  so ;  and  if  there  is 
a  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  twelve  months 
so  much  the  better  for  the  country.  If  we 
had  not  this  surplus  they  would  be  saying 
that  the  Government  was  floating  to  a  deficit. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Gity 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  took  exception  amongst  some 
other  things  to  a  table  which  was  in  the 
Budget;  and  he  stated  that  it  was  a  bogue 
table,  and  omitted  certain  figures,  which,  if 
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they  hftd  been  put  in,  would  have  made  it  a 
true  table.  Some  of  those  figures  I  have  not 
got  a  hold  of,  but  one  I  took  the  trouble  to  find 
out.  He  said  that  the  Premier,  in  making 
up  that  table,  ought  to  have  taken,  or,  rather, 
ought  to  have  deducted,  the  amount  of  loan- 
money  which  was  left  by  the  late  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  ;  which  is  absolutely  correct.  He  said 
that  if  that  had  been  done  the  amount  would 
have  been  decreased  by  £700,000,  which  was  the 
amount  of  the  loan-money.  He  maintained 
that  the  table  ought  not  to  have  showed  that 
£700,000,  and  that  it  was  to  that  extent  in- 
correct. Sir,  if  that  had  been  so,  as  the 
honourable  member  desired,  the  table  would 
still  have  been  incorrect,  and,  perhaps,  quite  as 
incorrect  as  it  is  at  present — if  it  is  incorrect — 
because,  although  there  was  £700,000  in  the 
Public  Works  Fund  out  of  loan-money,  there 
were  liabilities  amounting  to  over  £240,000 
which  had  to  be  deducted  from  that.  Sir 
Robert  Stout  desired  to  have  a  table  as  true 
as  gospel;  but  my  contention  shows  that  he 
was  as  incorrect  as  he  states  the  Budget  is 
incorrect.  Then,  Sir,  the  honourable  member 
for  Mataura,  in  criticizing  the  Budget,  likened 
the  Government  to  sandwich-men,  and  he  sub- 
mitted copies  of  printed  placards  that  he  said 
ought  to  oe  placed  on  the  boards  carried  by 
the  sandwich-men.  I  pictured  to  myself,  Sir, 
the  Opposition  going  through  the  country  as 
sandwich-men,  and  I  think  I  might  say  that, 
without  the  slightest  doubt,  the  placard  on  the 
board  they  would  wish  to  show  to  the  public 
would  be  "  Purity  of  administration,"  and  of 
politics  too ;  but.  Sir,  they  would  not  wish  the 
public  to  see  the  reverse  side  of  the  picture, 
which  would  be  '*  Stark  purchase." 
An  Hon.  Membbb. — Stark  purchase? 
Mr.  MILLAR.~Yes ;  and  the  district  rail- 
ways too. 

An  Hon.  Mexbsb. — They  were  taken  over 
by  your  side. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — It  is  very  nice  to  say  they 
were  done  by  our  side.  If  the  Opposition  de- 
sire a  complete  investigation  we  are  quite  pre- 
pared to  go  into  it  at  any  time,  and  see  who 
did  it.  But  when  I  say  '*  purity  of  administra- 
tion "  I  am  referring  to  the  repeated  charges 
of  corruption  in  administration  on  the  part  of 
the  present  Government.  Now,  as  a  supporter 
of  the  Government  I  must  take  my  share  of 
the  blame  if  there  is  any  corruption;  and  I 
think  those  members  of  the  Opposition  who 
made  those  charges  of  corruption  should  table 
a  motion  of  no  confidence  in  the  Government 
upon  the  grounds  of  corrupt  administration, 
and  bring  forward  evidence  in  this  House  in 
support  of  their  charges.  I  have  not  heard  one 
honourable  member  on  that  side  say  one  word 
about  it.  They  come  forward  and  say  that 
men  of  the  *'  wrong  colour  "  were  being  ap- 
pointed ;  they  have  never  once  questioned  the 
abilities  of  the  men  appointed  to  perform  their 
duties. 
An  Hon.  Mrmbeb. — Yes. 
Mr.  MILLAH.  —  The  honourable  member 
may  say  '*  Yes,"  but  I  have  not  heard  of  it  uncil 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
Mr.  Millar 


enumerated  one  or  two  police  ohargeB.     I  have 
not  heard  one  specific  charge  against  any  one 
appointed.    The  only  charge  has  been  the  ap- 
pointment of  extra  clerks.    I  have  never  heard 
their  ability  to  perform  their  work  questioned, 
neither  have  I  heard  any  one  dare  to  say  that  a 
man  had  been  put  into  a  billet  where  there  was 
no  work  for  him  to  do.     Unless  the  Opposition 
offer  evidence  to  this  House  to  prove  their 
charges  of  corruption,  I  say  these  charges  will  go 
as  every  other  charge  made  by  the  Opposition  haa 
gone.    Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
likewise  likened  the  Premier  to  a  strong  man 
swimming  against  the  tide,  but  who  is  now  being 
carried  downwards.    The  honourable  member 
himself  might  be  likened  to  a  stone  sunk  for 
ever  out  of  sight,  because  the  party  with  which 
he  was  allied  will  never  again  be  a  live  factor 
in  the  politics  of  this  country.    The  next  mem- 
ber who  criticized  us  severely  was  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce.     I  was  deeply  pleased 
to  hear  him  deprecate  the  enormous  increase 
of  Customs  duties,  and  pitying  the  poor  working- 
men  for  the  enormous  amount  they  had  to  pay 
on  account  of  the  increased  tariff.     It  seems 
strange  to  me  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  such  a  statement  when  he  must  know 
full  well  that  the  increase  of  duties  last  year 
amounted  to  £169,000,  whilst  the  party  to  which 
he  belonged,  and  belongs  now,  in  the  year  1888, 
in  their  Black  Budget,  put  on  £800,000  with- 
out one  word.      The  party  you  belonged  to, 
and  support  now,  increased  the  taxation  of 
the  woricers  of  this  colony  by  £800,000.    Ijet 
us  now  see  what  the  position  of  the  workers 
is   under  this    increased   taxation.    Are   they 
paying  more  through  the  Customs  than  they 
were    paying    before?     Take    the    figures   of 
the  last  five  years.    In   1892   the  amount  of 
Customs  duties  per  head  was  £2  9s.  3d. ;    in 
1898,  £2  9s.  7d. ;  in  1894,  £2  lis.  6d. ;  in  1895, 
£2  10s.  4d. ;  and  in  1896,  under  this  enormous 
increase,  £2  98.  lid.     Does  this  show  that  the 
burden  has  been  so  frightfully  heavy  ?    There 
is  a  decrease  per  head  in  the  Customs  duties. 
Let  us  see,  further,  whether  the  workers  are  in 
a  position  to  pay  this  increased  taxation.    Look 
at  Table  10  in  the  Budget,  and  you  will  find 
that  not  only  have  the  factories  increased  from 
4,096  in  1895  to  5,177  in  1897,  but  the  employ^ 
have  also  increased  from    29,879    to    36,918. 
Does  that  show  the  increased  duties  have  done 
harm  to  this  colony  ?    It  haa  found  more  em- 
ployment for  our  people  here,  and  prevented 
our  money  going  Home  to  what  the  BuUeUn 
describes    as    **  the     foreign    rafl[- merchant." 
Take    your    savings-banks.      What    do    they 
show  ?     Surely  that  is  a  barometer  as  to  the 
position  of  the  workers.    The  deposits  per  head 
have  increased  from  £28  5s.  to  £29  78.    In  1895 
the  deposits  per  head  were  £28  58.  lOd.,  and  in 
1896  they  were  £29  ds.  7d.  per  head ;  so  that, 
whichever  way  you  like  to  look  at  it,  the  ooun- 
try  is  prospering.    I  will  now  go  outside  the 
worker  to  see  whether  the  colony  is  in  a  pro- 
sperous condition.    Take  the  return  of  mort- 
gages registered  and  those  pckid  off  during  the 
past  year.    The  amount  of  mortgages  paid  off 
is  £527,000  more  than   the  amount   of  those 
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registered,  thus  showing  an  amount  of  £527,000 
in  favour  of  the  people  of  the  colony.  Is  that 
a  sign  of  depression?  Sarely,  after  those 
clear  eTidences  of  the  prosperity  of  the  colony, 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  admit  that  he 
must  have  made  a  mistake  in  saying  that 
the  increased  Customs  duties  have  affected 
the  workers  to  such  a  great  extent.  Then,  Sir, 
the  next  charge  is  the  continued  and  steady 
increase  of  the  debt.  And  one  would  think 
from  what  has  been  said  on  the  subject 
that  this  debt  has  been  increased  in  a 
silent  and  surreptitious  manner,  when  every 
honourable  member  knows  that  the  causes 
of  that  increase  have  been  accepted  by  the 
people,  and  that  the  Government  have  only 
been  carrying  out  the  behests  of  the  people  for 
the  purposes  named.  Can  any  one  say  that 
the  purchasing  of  private  estates  was  not  a 
burning  question  with  the  electors  in  1898? 
Will  any  one  deny  that  many  members  were 
returned  on  that  ?  Will  any  one  deny  that  the 
Acquisition  of  Native  lands  was  accepted  by  the 
people  ?  Will  they  deny  that  the  advances  to 
settlers  was  before  the  people  ?  And  because 
the  Qovernment  carry  it  out,  then,  forsooth  1  we 
are  told  we  are  increasing  the  debt,  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  people.  For  every 
one  of  those  things  I  have  named  we  have  a 
full  asset,  including  the  sinking  funds  and 
everything  else.  Sir  Robert  Stout,  in  a  speech 
made  in  1893  on  this  question,  talking  of  sink- 
ing funds,  said, — 

**  We  have  by  conversion  schemes  abolished 
sinking  funds.  I  do  not  say  that  is  wrong ;  on 
the  contrary,  where  a  nation  is  borrowing  it  is 
not  necessary,  or,  perhaps,  good  finance,  to 
have  a  sinking  fund.  But  we  ought  now  to 
begin,  if  we  can,  to  have  a  sinking  fund.  How 
can  we  do  so  ?  By  taking  the  sum  that  the  Gon- 
Bolidated  Fund  will  allow  to  be  spent  in  repro- 
ductive works  :  and  all  political  economists  will 
nay  that  is  a  true  means  of  creating  a  sinking 
fund." 

That  is  what  we  have  been  doing  with  this 
money — creating  a  sinking  fund,  and  leaving 
an  asset  for  those  who  come  after  us,  which 
will  more  than  pay  for  any  increased  indebted- 
ness at  the  present  time.  Then,  another  thing 
we  went  into  was  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
People  seem  to  overlook  the  fact  that  we  are  half 
shareholders,  and  I  believe  we  shall  be  sole  pro- 
prietors before  very  long.  Another  complaint 
is  that  a  loan  is  foreshadowed  in  this  Budget. 
Honourable  members  may  fence  as  much  as 
they  like  about  this  question,  but  they  know 
full  well  that  every  district  that  has  a  main 
trunk  line  is  agitating  for  its  completion,  and 
if  the  thing  is  to  be  vigorously  prosecuted  they 
will  have  to  borrow,  and  it  is  as  well  to  have 
the  question  fought  out.  I  myself  have  peti- 
tions from  Otago,  with  thousands  of  signatures, 
praying  for  the  completion  of  the  Otago  Central ; 
■and  if  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  that 
district  I  will  tell  them  that  there  is  no  other 
way  of  completing  that  line  except  by  loan. 
And  I  will  support  a  loan  provided  it  is  going 
wholly  and  solely  to  complete  the  trunk  lines 
already  in  hand ;  but  no  new  railways  should 


be  started  with  that  money  until  the  present 
ones  are  completed.  I  will  now  refer  to  the 
Budget  for  a  few  minutes.  The  revenue  and 
expenditure  tables  submitted  there  show  our 
revenue  to  be  in  a  very  heeJthy  condition, 
and  the  expenditure  likewise  is  going  on 
very  steadily,  on  which  I  congratulate  the 
Colonial  Treasurer.  The  complaint  made 
against  the  increase  in  expenditure  came,  I 
think,  from  the  honourable  member  for  Ma- 
taura.  He  said  that  swelling  up  the  expendi- 
ture so  much  was  caused  by  the  creation  of 
new  departments.  Well,  I  desire  to  see  still 
more  departments  created,  because  it  is  high 
g  on  time  we  had  more  departments  to 
'  look  after  things  which  at  present 
require  it  very  much.  The  departments  which 
have  been  created  have  been  made  of  much 
value;  there  has  been  no  waste  to  speak  of, 
and  you  cannot  find  th%t  the  people  of  the 
colony  have  objected  to  it.  Surely  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  has  paid  for  itself  by 
the  amount  of  valuable  information  which  it 
has  disseminated  throughout  the  country  ;  and 
every  farmer  and  dairyman  in  the  commu- 
nity is,  I  am  sure,  perfectly  satisfied  to  allow 
that  department  to  remain.  Then,  Sir,  the 
next  department  the  honourable  gentleman 
objected  to  was  the  Labour  Department.  That, 
to  my  mind,  is  the  most  important  department 
in  the  colony.  It  looks  after  the  interests  of 
three  parts  of  the  people  of  the  colony ;  and, 
instead  of  being  allowed  to  starve,  as  is  being 
done  with  it  at  the  present  time,  it  will  have  to 
be  very  much  extended.  I  am  sorry  the  Minis- 
ter for  Labour  is  not  in  bis  place  now,  because 
I  should  have  asked  him  how  he  could  expect 
the  Factory  Inspectors  to  perform  their  duties 
satisfactorily  on  a  miserable  pittance  of  £160 
a-year.  These  men  are  placed  between  em- 
ployer and  employ^ ;  they  have  to  exercise 
great  judgment  to  prevent  friction :  and  it  is 
fikdmitted  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  colony  that  the  men  in  that  position 
have  performed  their  duties  admirably.  They 
have  been  appointed  for  six  years  now,  and 
their  duties  have  been  constantly  added  to.  For 
instance,  when  they  were  appointed,  there  was 
no  Shop-hours  Act,  and  at  the  time  of  their 
appointment  they  were  promised  that  if  the 
department  was  found  to  be  required  their 
salaries  would  be  increased.  These  men  are 
not  in  the  same  position  as  other  men  so  far  as 
the  employment  of  their  children  is  concerned, 
because  many  employers  will  not  take  their 
children,  in  case  those  children  act  as  a  sort  of 
spies,  and  inform  their  parents  what  is  being 
done  and  what  is  going  on.  They  are  there- 
fore placed  in  very  difficult  positions,  and  it  is 
high  time  the  Minister  paid  these  men  higher 
salaries.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say,  **  We  can 
get  other  men  who  will  do  the  work  for  the 
money.*'  There  are  plenty  of  men  who  are 
prepared  to  do  the  work  of  the  five-  and  six- 
hundred-pound  men  for  less  money.  I  notice 
some  of  these  high-salaried  men  have  got  £25 
and  £50  additions  to  their  i^alaries,  and  1  think 
that  those  £25  and  £50  would  be  more  required, 
more    appreciated,    and    more    necessary    as 
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additions  to  the  salaries  of  the  Factory  In- 
spectors than  some  of  the  increases  I  see  on 
the  estimates.  Now,  the  honourable  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  referring  to  the  imports  and 
exports,  quoted  the  reduction  in  value.  I  take 
notice  that  it  has  been  constantly  the  value 
that  those  honourable  gentlemen  refer  to. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  said  "  in  bulk  "  too. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — On  some  of  the  items  there 
is  a  diminution  in  bulk,  but  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  that  when  imports  and  exports  are  talked 
about  the  value  should  be  placed  side  by  side 
with  the  volume.  Then  the  people  of  the 
colony  will  be  able  to  know  the  true  position  as 
to  whether  our  trade  is  decreasing  or  moreasing. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— There  has  been  a 
hrinkage. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— I  know,  on  some  of  the  items 
there  has  been  a  shrinkage,  but  others  have 
gone  up.  But  these  values  are  most  mislead- 
ing ;  and  we  are  no  more  responsible  for  the 
London  prices — and  the  bulk  of  the  stufE  goes 
to  London—than  we  would  be  if  we  kept  them 
at  Home.  I  think  it  is  only  fair,  if  you  wish 
to  put  the  position  dearly  before  the  country, 
to  place  value  and  volume  side  by  side.  The 
diminution  in  the  exports  is  very  slight,  and 
the  imports  have  increased  slightly.  But  that 
can  be  clearly  understood.  The  prosperous 
condition  of  the  country  is  such  that  the  pur- 
chasing-power of  the  people  has  very  much 
increased,  and  if  we  go  on  as  we  have  been 
doing  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  still  greater 
during  the  ensuing  yeat.  Now,  Sir,  let  me 
refer  to  railways  for  a  moment  or  two.  I  see 
in  the  Budget  there  is  a  sum  of  £200,000 
asked  for  in  connection  with  the  railways. 
I  think  the  House  will  not  hesitate — more 
especially  the  country  members,  who  know  the 
requirements  of  their  constituencies  better 
than  I  do— to  grant  this  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  roUmg-stook.  Some  honourable 
gentlemen  said  that  our  railways  had  been 
run  down,  and  were  in  a  very  poor  condition 
at  the  present  time.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man cannot  have  seen  what  has  been  going  on, 
he  has  not  been  watching ;  for  I  will  undertake 
to  say  this:  there  have  been  more  men  em- 
ployed and  more  money  spent  on  the  main- 
tenance of  our  lines  during  the  past  couple  of 
years  than  any  period  during  the  last  eight 
years.  I  will  not  go  beyond  eight  years,  but  I 
will  say,  within  eight  years.  I  do  not  believe 
the  rolling-stock  of  our  railways  was  ever  in 
better  condition  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  true  the  rolling-stock  is  insufficient 
in  quantity,  and  delays  have  taken  place, 
and  it  is  high  time  we  gave  the  Railway  De- 
partment the  money  to  remedy  this.  This 
reminds  me  of  a  remark  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  in  connection  with 
railway -engines.  He  took  exception  to  our 
building  engines  in  the  colony,  and  he  said  we 
were  paying  83  per  cent,  more  than  we  would 
for  imported  engines.  Granted  we  are  paying 
33  per  cent,  more:  do  you  find  deputations 
from  the  boilermakers  and  engine-fitters  ask- 
ing for  employment?  No.  By  the  Govern- 
ment making  these  engines  within  the  colony, 
Jfr.  MUlar 


although  we  may  be  paying  88  per  cent,  more 
for  them,  the  money  is  kept  within  the  colony,, 
and  as  a  result  every  person,  more  or  less,  is 
deriving  benefit  from  that  policy ;  whereas  if 
we  imported  them  the  money  would  be  gone^ 
and  we  would  not  get  any  benefit  at  all.  I 
quite  understand  the  free-traders  objecting  to- 
that.  They  want  to  see  the  country  flooded 
with  the  imported  article,  and  men  walking, 
about  looking  for  work  which  they  cannot  get. 
They  do  not  care  a  straw  whether  these  men 
are  walking  about  or  not.  Now,  in  connec- 
tion with  railway -construction,  this  is  per- 
haps the  only  local  thing  I  will  refer  to  in- 
reference  to  my  remarks  to*night.  I  may  say 
this :  that  out  of  the  £200,000  which  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  ask  us  to  make  provision 
for,  a  new  railway-station  at  Dunedin  is  most 
urgently  required.  I  am  not  attempting  u> 
make  political  capital  out  of  this ;  I  am  sim- 
ply drawing  attention  to  what  is  an  admitted 
fact  by  every  person  in  the  City  of  Dunedin, 
and  I  sincerely  trust  that  out  of  this  £200,000* 
the  Minister  will  miJce  provision  for  the  build- 
ing of  that  station.  With  reference  to  a  remark 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata,  I  may 
sa}(  we  do  not  happen  to  be  in  the  same  fortu- 
nate position  as  Auckland,  where  they  have- 
a  very  handsome  station,  and  likewise  very 
handsome  approaches  to  it.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  came  to  Dunedin  and  saw  for  him- 
self  the  risk  that  every  person  ran  in  going  to 
and  from  that  station,  I  think  he  would  admit 
the  urgent  necessity  for  an  alteration.  And  if 
we  get  a  handsome  station  like  they  have  ia 
Auckland,  and  a  Customhouse  like  they  have 
there  too,  we  shall  be  satisfied;  and  when  eome 
other  place  wanted  a  similar  necessary  work 
we  would  no  doubt  be  prepared  to  allow  them 
to  get  it.  I  have  heard  the  honourable  gentle- 
man say  more  than  once  that  these  moneya 
ought  to  be  divided  equally  amongst  the  con- 
stituencies. Wei!,  so  far  as  the  cities  are  con- 
cerned, I  am  quite  prepared  to  support  that. 
I  am  willing  to  take  my  one-seventy-fourth  for 
the  City  of  Dunedin,  and,  my  oolleagaes  getting 
their  portion,  there  would  be  three-seventy- 
fourths  for  that  city ;  and  let  the  honourable 
member  take  his  one-seventy-fourtb  for  the  elec- 
torate of  Waitemata.  I  am  quite  willing  that 
that  should  be  done,  for  I  am  certain  that  the  city 
members  get  little  or  nothing  for  public  worka. 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  connection  with 
the  construction |of  railway-lines.  I  wish  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  see  the  abso- 
lute necessity  for  a  more  vigorous  proseoution^ 
to  use  the  words  of  the  Budget,  of  the  Otaga 
Central.  That  is  a  line  that  for  the  past  twenty 
years  has  been  in  course  of  oonstcuotion,  and 
we  are  slowly  getting  towards  its  oompletion. 
The  present  Government  have  done  more  than 
any  previous  Government,  and  have  pushed 
and  are  pushing  on  the  line  as  fast  as  they 
possibly  can.  Since  they  have  been  in  office 
we  have  had  our  fair  share  of  the  moneys  allo- 
cated for  the  construction  of  railways.  I  am 
not  finding  fault  with  that  at  all,  but  during 
the  past  few  months  there  has  been  a  wonderful 
development  in  the  mining  industry  there,  and 
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fehe  only  way  to  get  machinery  there  at  a  reason- 
able expense  is  by  means  of  that  railway.  The 
diffioulties  are  few  and  far  between,  the  most 
of  the  heavy  work  has  been  accomplished,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  one  expensive  bridge  and 
one  large  cutting,  the  whole  of  the  remainder 
of  the  line  is  as  level  as  the  floor  of  this 
chamber.  These  are  the  only  cwo  things  that 
are  at  all  likely  to  be  expensive  in  connection 
with  the  whole  work.  And  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wants  to  get  a  loan  let  him 
come  down  and  say  so,  and  I  will  give  him 
my  support  in  the  proposals  provided  the 
money  is  to  be  devoted  to  these  trunk 
lines  of  railway,  because  they  are  lines  that 
ought  to  be  pushed  on  rapidly.  1  do  not  wish 
to  say  a  word  against  the  Midland  Railway ; 
but  I  must  say  this :  that,  having  gone  care- 
fully over  the  line,  I  do  not  see  what  purpose 
(he  line  will  serve  at  the  present  time.  We 
find  there  a  line  of  railway  being  run  down  for 
miles  and  miles  in  the  river-bed  of  one  of  the 
biggest  and  most  rapid-flowing  riyers  in  the 
colony — simply  a  bed  of  shingle  piled  up,  and 
sleepers  on  top  of  it.  At  one  time  the  Tore- 
makau  ran  down  on  one  side,  and  very  little 
would  cause  the  riyer  to  change  and  come 
down  the  other  side ;  and  if  it  did  that  it  would 
sweep  the  line  away.  I  feel  sure  it  will  be 
a  loss  to  the  colony  if  the  line  is  continued. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbss.— Who  is  to  blame  ? 

Mr.  MILLAR. — I  do  not  know  who  is  to 
blame,  but  the  fact  remains  that  there  it  is. 
I  ima^ne  that  the  line'  has  been  made  for 
some  time,  judging  by  the  appearance  of  it: 
there  is  green  stuff  growing  oyer  it  in  parts. 
Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Act.  I  regret  that  the  Trea- 
surer has  not  seen  fit  to  place  in  the  State- 
ment, as  he  did  last  year,  a.  table  in  connection 
with  the  operations  of  the  fund.  Last  year  we 
had  a  table  which  showed  the  amount  in- 
vested and  the  revenue  that  was  coming  in. 
At  that  date,  I  think,  with  iB700,000  invested, 
it  was  showing  a  profit  of  £5,000,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  Statement,  to-day  there  is  consider- 
ably over  a  million  invested ;  and  I  want  the 
thing  put  clearly,  so  that  we  may  see  what 
the  return  is  on  our  money.  The  Qovem- 
ment  bave  always  been  told  that  the  depart- 
ment results  in  a  heavy  loss  *,  and  that  it  did 
roBult  in  a  loss  for  the  first  twelve  months 
we  are  aware — and  it  would  have  been  the 
same  in  private  hands ;  hut  I  want  to  see,  now 
that  the  whole  of  the  money  is  exhausted, 
what  our  position  is.  I  want  more.  I  fail  to 
lee  why  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the  colony 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  taxation  in  any 
shape  or  form  unless  they  are  going  to  get 
some  return.  If  the  thing  did  not  turn  out 
ri^t  we  would  all  be  beauring  a  share,  and  I 
think  that  in  this  matter  of  advances  to 
settlers  all  people  holding  land,  whether  in  the 
town  or  the  country,  should  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Act.  While  I  do  not  desire  to 
lay  that  the  Act  alone  has  been  the  cause 
of  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  in  the  colony, 
1  say  that  the  very  fact  of  the  Government 
coming  into  the   field  as  a  competitor,  and 


lending  money  on  freehold  estate,  has  helped 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  interest;  and 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  would  not 
to-day  see  in  the  papers  that  money  may  be 
had  at  4}  per  cent,  or  5  per  cent,  if  the  Qo- 
vernment  were  not  lending  at  5  per  cent.;  and 
I  trust  they  will  go  on  until  the  whole  of  the 
thirty  millions  on  mortgage  is  taken  up  and 
held  by  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Department. 
Now,  in  regard  to  the  Consols  Account,  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere,  who  says  that  this  ought  to  be  done 
away  with.  I  think  there  is  a  very  fair  channel 
for  legitimate  investment  there,  but  I  do  agree - 
with  him  that  if  the  Qovemment  are  going  to- 
reduce  the  Poss-Offioe  Savings-Bank  rate  of 
interest  toS^  percent,  they  must  likewise  bring 
it  down  to  the  same  rate  on  the  Consols.  If  a 
man  has  £1,000  or  £5,000  of  Consols  he  should 
not  receive  S  per  cent,  when  the  man  who  has 
£5  or  £10  in  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank 
is  getting  only  2^  per  cent;  and,  what- 
ever interest  the  dovernment  are  going  to 
pay  for  the  loan  of  money,  whether  in  the  bank 
or  in  Consols,  the  one  rate  should  hold 
good  throughout.  Now,  the  Department  of 
Labour  has  been  doing  valuable  work,  for- 
which  I  congratulate  the  Minister.  The  only 
remark  made  in  regard  to  that  is  the  one  about 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Boards.  The 
honourable  member  for  Taranaki  takes  ex- 
ception to  them,  and  says  they  are  doing  more 
harm  than  good.  Sir,  be  is  the  one  exception 
in  the  colony,  the  first  man  in  the  colony  who  • 
does  not  admit  that  those  Boards  have  done 
good  service.  But,  as  a  member  of  one  of  the 
Boards,  I  wish  to  tell  the  Government  this: 
that,  s^ter  twelve  months'  experience  of  the 
working  of  it,  my  opinion  is  that  one  of  two 
things  ought  to  be  done :  either  you  should  do  • 
away  with  the  Board  of  Conciliation  cJ together, 
leaving  the  Arbitration  Court  to  settle  the  dis- 
putes, or  you  should  give  the  Board  of  Con- 
ciliation more  power  than  it  has.  The  Board 
of  Conciliation  ought  to  be  constituted  a  law- 
court,  if  you  like,  and  from  that  there  should 
be  an  appeal  by  payment  of  certain  fees 
to  the  higher  Court,  which  should  have  the 
final  power  of  award.  But  to  have  them  as  at 
present  is  perfectly  valueless,  because  the  Board 
meet  and  endeavour  to  come  to  a  settlement— 
and  they  may.  Fortunately,  in  Dunedin  I  do  • 
not  think  the  Arbitration  Court  has  yet  been 
called  upon,  but  in  other  places  they  have  not 
been  so  fortunate,  and  the  Board's  decision  is 
worth  nothing  at  all.  Coming  to  the  land 
policy  of  the  Government,  I  do  not  feel  com- 
petent to  criticize  it,  but  I  take  exception  to 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  object  to  the 
purchase  of  land  near  the  large  towns  for  work- 
men's homes.  That  is  one  thing  we  want ;  and 
if  suitable  land  can  be  got  at  a  fair  price  there 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  it  would 
be  taken  up.  But  in  conjunction  with  it 
there  would  have  to  be  cheap  trains  run. 
Talking  about  cheap  trains,  I  may  say  that 
something  will  have  to  be  done  ere  long 
in  connection  with  the  radius  from  the 
large  centres  of  population.    We  are  always  • 
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iold  that  it  is  the  worst  thing  poasihle  to  get 
the  people  to  congregate  in  towns;  and  yet 
^▼ery  inducement  is  given  to  people  to  oome 
into  the  towns  and  none  to  get  out  of  them. 
Every  one  of  the  large  centres  has  splendid 
suburbs,  but  when  a  tramway-fare  is  put  down 
it  means  an  increase  in  the  rent,  and  the 
workman  cannot  afiord  it.  But  if  we  were  to 
have  cheap  trains  I  feel  certain  that  all  round 
a  district — I  can  speak  for  the  district  I  repre- 
sent— the  land  would  be  taken  up  and  settled 
upon  by  the  workers.  I  admit  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  a  fairly  cheap  system  just  now 
with  the  twelve-trip  tickets,  but  a  cheaper 
system  still  is  required  as  an  inducement 
to  people  to  settle  out  of  the  towns,  and  I 
.am  sure  it  would  pay  the  department  hand- 
somely. A  great  deal  has  biaen  said  about 
the  police,  and  no  doubt  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  truth  in  what  has  been  said ; 
but  I  do  deprecate  the  attack  made  on  the 
Minister  of  Defence.  I  think  he  has  quite 
enough  to  do  to  hold  himself  responsible  for 
his  own  acts.  He  has  been  only  twelve 
months  in  office,  and,  for  myself,  I  do  not 
think  he  is  responsible  for  one -half  of  what  he 
is  blamed  for.  I  think,  so  far  as  I  know — 
and  I  know  a  good  deal  about  those  concerns — 
the  real  difficulty  that  exists  in  the  Police 
Force  at  the  present  time,  and  which  is  causing 
an  immense  amount  of  dissatisfaction,  is  the 
unfair  system  of  promotion.  There  is  no  sys- 
tem of  promotion.  What  is  required  is  a  pro- 
per system  whereby  a  man,  after  serving  a 
<3ertain  number  of  years,  will  get  promotion 
independent  of  anything  else.  Such  is  not 
the  case  now.  I  myself  have  brought  a  case 
before  the  Inspector.  I  heard  of  it,  and  I 
thought  great  injustice  was  being  done  to  the 
man  concerned,  and  I  brought  it  forward,  but  I 
did  not  ask  for  the  man*8  promotion.  I  do  not 
want  to  ask  for  any  man 's  promotion.  I  say,  put 
all  men  on  the  one  footing,  and  take  servitude 
as  the  principeJ  thing— not  the  only  thing ; 
and  if  you  do  that  you  will  have  more  satis- 
faction within  the  Force,  and  service  a  great 
deal  better  than  at  present  rendered  by  the 
men  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  We  seem  to 
be  the  only  colony  without  a  system  of  super- 
annuation for  the  police.  In  New  South 
Wales  they  have  an  almost  complete  system, 
and  it  costs  the  country  little  or  nothing. 
When  the  thing  was  established,  certain  fines, 
which  formerly  went  to  the  police,  were  set 
Apart  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund,  and  this 
was  supplemented  by  fines  that  otherwise 
would  have  gone  into  the  general  revenue. 
This  sum  was  held  over  for  seven  years, 
And  now  every  man  attaining  sixty  is  retired, 
and  is  given  his  superannuation  allowance. 
And  certainly  it  is  high  time  that  we  should 
have  something  of  the  sort  in  this  colony,  as  a 
policeman  never  knows  the  moment  when  he 
may  be  incapacitated  for  duty,  and  for  life. 
Therefore  I  think  that  something  more  should 
be  done  than  has  been  done  up  to  the  present 
time  for  these  men  if  we  are  to  expect  good 
service  from  them.  Now,  I  have  just  a  word 
•or  two  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  Volunteer 
Mr  Millar 


movement.  And  here,  again,  I  would  like  to 
point  out  to  the  Minister  of  Defence  that  in 
this  colony  the  Volunteer  movement  is  not  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  Nor  do  I  wonder  at 
it,  for  there  is  less  encouragement  given  to  the 
Volunteers  in  this  colony  than  in  any  other 
place  that  I  know  of.  The  only  inducement 
there  is  for  young  men  to  join  the  Force — it  is 
not  the  love  of  defending  their  country, 
but  the  thing  that  really  tiUces  men  to  the 
Volunteer  Force  is  the  desire  to  learn  how 
to  shoot.  Now,  I  think  the  encouragement 
given  them  to  learn  how  to  shoot  is  not  enough. 
I  have  had  communications  from  Victoria, 
from  South  Australia,  and  from  New  South 
Wales,  and  in  each  of  these  three  colonies 
men  travelling  in  uniform  on  their  way  to  a 
shooting  competition  are  passed  free  on  the 
rail  way- trains.  Such  is  not  the  case  here. 
The  man  has  to  pay  here  if  he  goes  to  a  shoot- 
ing competition  by  rail,  unless  it  is  a  district 
match— but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  a 
district  match  up.  They  might  once  in  a  year. 
And,  seeing  that  it  woulid  cost  the  Government 
nothing,  as  it  is  only  a  debit  to  the  Defence 
Department  and  a  credit  to  the  Railway  De- 
partment, I  fail  to  see  why  the  Minister  of 
Defence  cannot  give  passes  to  the  men  when 
they  are  going  to  a  shooting  competition.  I 
feel  certain  that,  if  he  did,  and  likewise  gave 
the  Volunteers  in  the  different  centres  some 
little  encouragement,  they  could  proceed  to 
the  formation  of  gymnasia,  which  would  at- 
tract our  young  athletes,  and  they  could  be 
maintained  with  very  little  trouble  in  future. 
As  regards  the  Volunteer  Force.  I  may  say 
that  unless  something  of  that  description  is 
done  I  feel  certain  that  it  will  continue  in 
the  same  unsatisfactory  condition  that  exists 
at  the  present  time.  The  Commandant  says 
there  ought  to  be  available  for  each  centre  an 
efficient  strength  of  about  six  hundred,  where- 
as there  are  only  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Now, 
Sir,  one  or  two  words  in  connection  with  our 
fishing  industry.  That  is  a  very  important 
item  ;  and,  although  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City  took  exception  to  the  vote 
of  £8,000  for  trawling,  there  is  actually  more  in 
this  than  he  has  tried  to  make  out.  We  have 
untold  wealth  in  our  fisheries,  but  nothing  is 
done  to  develop  them,  and  there  never  has  been. 
It  is  high  time  that  we  did  something  in  that 
direction,  and  I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that 
the  Government  are  at  last  taking  steps  to  do 
something  in  connection  with  this  matter.  If 
we  wish  to  encourage  our  fishing  industry 
we  shall  have  to  continue  the  small  bonus 
that  is  offered  for  the  export  of  tinned  and 
smoked  fish.  It  costs  us  little  or  nothing,  and 
ought  to  be  continued,  because  several  firms 
are  going  into  that  industry  now.  They  have 
actually  got  travellers  out  in  South  Africa  now 
trying  to  find  markets  there  for  our  fish,  and 
that  will  all  be  knocked  on  the  head  if  we  do  not 
give  them  this  infinitesimal  bonus,  amount- 
ing, I  think,  to  ^.  in  the  pound.  There  is 
another  thing  that  ought  to  receive  support- 
that  is  in  connection  with  the  marine  ha^heiy 
which  it  is  proposed  to  establish.    The  Otago 
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Aooiimafcisation  Sooiety  aad  the  Otago  Insti- 
tate  have  both  made  votes  of  £250  each  for  im- 
portiDg  difieront  apecies  of  fish  from  the  Old 
Ooantry.  They  believe  that  they  can  be 
aoolimatised  here  in  our  waters,  and  I  believe 
they  can.  They  are  voting  £500  for  the 
purpose,  and  they  ask  for  5  acres  of  land  and 
that  the  Government  shall  give  them  pound  for 
pound  towards  6he  cost  of  building  a  hatoheiy. 
Alter  that  is  built  the  only  expense  that  will 
be  entailed  will  be  £300,  or  at  most  £250, 
for  a  curator.  As  these  fish  are  bred  they  will 
be  liberated,  and  it  is  quite  possible  we  may  be 
able  to  get  some  of  the  very  finest  Scotch, 
English,  and  American  fish  introduced  into 
and  successfully  propagated  in  our  waters  if 
this  very  moderate  assistance  is  given.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  out  of  the  sum  which  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  give  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  our  fishing  industry  this  mazine 
hatchery  will  receive  sufficient  to  put  it  on  a 
fair  footing,  in  order  to  see  whether  we  can 
acclimatise  these  fish  in  our  waters.  There  is 
another  matter  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City  referred  to,  and  that  is 
in  connection  with  the  Fisheries  Inspector  at 
Dunedin,  and  he  told  us  a  very  funny  tale  that 
he  had  heard  about  some  prosecution  where 
the  fish  had  shrunk,  and  the  man  did  not 
know  that  the  tail  of  the  fish  had  been  cut 
off.  I  can  assure  him  that,  wherever  he  got 
his  information  from,  it  is  totally  incorrect.  I 
will  give  honourable  members  the  full  history  of 
the  Fisheries  Inspector — and  this  is  said  to  be 
one  of  the  things  which  show  how  the  spoils  go 
to  the  victors.  This  Inspector  of  Fisheries  has 
been  a  strong  party  man  on  the  opposite  side 
for  years.  He  was  formerly  secretary  of  the 
Ghamber  of  Commerce ;  he  is  the  former 
secretary  of  the  Dunedin  Exhibition ;  and  he 
has  always,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  been 
opposed  to  the  present  party  in  power,  as  any 
member  knows  that  comes  from  our  district. 
The  Collector  of  Customs  asked  me  if  I  knew 
of  any  one  suitable  for  the  position  of  Fisheries 
Inspector.  I  named  one  man  who  had  been  a 
fisherman  all  his  lifetime,  and  at  that  time 
was  fishing.  He  said  he  would  make  inquiries 
about  him ;  and  next  week  I  heard  that 
the  Collector  of  Customs  had  sent  for  this 
man,  who  is  at  present  the  Fisheries  In- 
spector, and  asked  him  if  he  would  accept 
the  billet,  which  he  did ;  and  the  Collector 
of  Customs  telegraphed  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine  recommending  this  man  for  appoint- 
ment, and  it  was  on  his  recommendation  this 
man  was  appointed.  Now,  what  does  he  .get? 
He  gets  the  munificent  salary  of  £25  for  the 
six  months  for  which  he  was  appointed.  Now, 
I  want  to  say  this:  I  know  this  Fisheries 
Inspector  personally,  although  he  is  strongly 
opposed  to  me  politically — that  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  I  say  that  man  has 
carried  out  bis  duties  as  well  as  any  other  man 
could  do  since  he  was  appointed ;  and  when  you 
consider  that  he  has  got  to  come  down  at  all 
hours  of  the  night  and  morning  for  six  months, 
and  measure  the  whole  of  these  fish  that  are 
-  brought  in  by  the  fishing-boats,  you  will  see  it 


is  little  enough.  So  far  he  has  obtained  no 
conviction,  and  there  is  little  wonder  that  there 
has  been  no  conviction.  But,  at  any  rate,  his 
apipointment  has  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the 
Chmamen  from  taking  small  flounders  as  they 
formerly  were  doing;  and  if  they  had  been 
allowed  to  continue  that  practice  we  would  not 
have  a  small  flounder  left  in  that  harbour.  The 
necessity  for  an  Inspector  is  admitted  even 
by  the  fishermen  themselves.  So  I  oould  not 
hear  these  charges  made  against  that  man 
without  showmg  what  the  facts  are.  The 
cause  of  the  attack  against  this  man  was  the 
fact  that  he  had  once  been  the  secretary  of  a 
Liberty  League.  I  am  very  sorry  that,  be- 
cause of  a  man's  position  in  something  you  do 
not  agree  with,  he  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  strong  attack  upon  his  abilities  and  his 
fitness  for  the  position  to  which  he  has  been 
appointed,  without  further  proof.  That  is  all  I 
intend  to  say,  excepting  for  a  remark  or  two  on 
one  or  two  little  items  of  administration.  But, 
before  that,  I  will  say  something  on  gold- 
mining.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  of 
Mmes  a  very  serious  matter  in  connection 
with  gold-mining  in  Otago.  He  has  been 
accustomed'  to  deal  with  quartz  mines  in  the 
North,  and  the  labour  conditions  in  the  Mining 
Act  are  perfectly  fair,  so  far  as  these  quarts 
mines  are  concerned.  Where  once  you  get 
on  the  gold,  you  can  open  out  and  push  on 
your  mining  operations  very  much  as  you  like. 
But  if  you  force  these  labour  conditions  on  a 
dredging  claim  you  are  simply  going  to  kill  it 
at  once,  for  the  average  life  of  a  100  acre  claim 
with  10  ft.  wash  is  only  six  years  altogether, 
and  if  you  insist  on  manning  the  claim  with 
one  man  to  2  acres,  or  fifty  men  for  a  100-acre 
claim,  it  js  utterly  impossible  for  any  dredging 
to  goon ;  and, now  where  this  dredging  is  simply 
developing,  and  where  it  is  proving  itself  to  be 
a  really  bond  fide  work,  surely  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  going  to  kill  it  by  enforce- 
ment of  any  law  such  as  that.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  monopoly  of  land,  but  I  am  certain  he 
is  going  to  kill  or  cripple  this  industry  unless 
he  will  make  some  alteration  of  the  law.  So 
far  as  the  dredging  claims  are  concerned,  a 
period  of  six  and  a  half  years  will  work  out  a 
claim  completely.  You  cannot  work  more 
than  six  or  eight  men  at  the  most,  and  you 
could  not  put  two  dredges  on  the  claim.  It 
g  Q  does  not  warrant  you  doing  it,  because 
the  dredge  is  practically  done  after  you 
have  worked  the  ground.  I  trust,  when  the 
Bill  comes  down,  the  Minister  of  Mines  will  be 
prepared  to  see  that,  in  so  far  as  dredging  in 
Otago  and  other  places  is  concerned,  proper 
provision  is  made  in  the  direction  I  have 
indicated — namely,  first,  imposing  strict  con-, 
ditions  as  to  labour  and  working  the  claims, 
whilst  not  unduly  hampering  the  industry. 
There  are  one  or  two  slight  matters  in  connec- 
tion with  administration,  to  which  I  shall  now 
refer.  I  wish  to  call  the  Postmaster- General's 
attention  to  an  item  in  his  department.  There 
are  four  central  offices  in  the  colony — Auck- 
land, Wellington,  Dunedin,  and  Ghristchurch. 
I  should  think  those  towns  are  pretty  much 
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on  a  footing,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  salaries 
of  the  Chief  Postmasters.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Dunedin  is  somewhat  of  a  damping-ground  for 
the  service.  Old  servants  who  have  nearly 
•reached  the  age  for  retirement  seem  to  be  sent 
down  there,  so  that  they  may  retire  with  the 
maximum  allowance.  If  it  is  the  case  that 
that  district  is  a  first-class  one  for  Post- 
masters, surely  it  must  be  a  first-class  post- 
•ofiice  for  other  officers.  The  senior  mail-sorter 
at  Auckland,  with  twenty-three  years'  service, 
•gets  £250  a  year;  the  senior  mail-sorter  at 
Wellington,  with  twenty-one  years'  service,  gets 
£250;  the  senior  mail-sorter  at  Ghristohuroh, 
with  thirty  years*  service,  gets  £300 ;  whereas  the 
fienior  mail-sorter  at  Dunedin,  with  thirty-two 
years'  service,  only  gets  £220.  What  system 
can  there  possibly  be  in  that  ?  Probably  the 
largest  amount  of  work  is  done  at  the  Auck- 
land and  Dunedin  post-offices,  where  the  Eng- 
lish and  colonial  mails  arrive,  and  yet  the 
senior  mail-sorter  at  Ghristchurch  gets  £S00 
a  year  for  doing  less  work,  and  with  a  shorter 
length  of  service,  compared  with  the  senior 
sorter  at  Dunedin.  I  hope  the  Postmaster- 
General  will  make  inquiries,  and  will  see  that 
men  who  are  doing  the  same  work  and  who 
have  the  same  length  of  service  receive  the 
same  pay.  Then,  I  think  it  is  time  that  the 
Minister  made  a  little  inquiry  as  to  the  tyranny 
exercised  by  some  officials  in  power.  There  is 
.very  little  chance  for  the  men  underneath  them. 
Men  who  have  been  employed  for  many  years 
in  those  positions  are  unfit  for  any  other  class 
of  work,  and  therefore  they  are  bound  down 
to  it,  notwithstanding  any  injustice  that  may 
bf>  done  to  them.  I  am  positive  that  if  the 
Minister  makes  inquiry  he  will  find  that  what 
I  say  is  correct.  A  little  consideration  might 
well  be  bestowed  on  these  officers.  I  trust 
such  consideration  will  be  given  to  them. 
Now,  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  rail- 
way classification.  When  the  Classification 
Bill  was  before  the  House  last  year  there 
was  one  thing  which  I  insisted  upon,  and  it 
was  carried  in  the  House— namely,  that  an 
officer,  if  he  proved  his  fitness,  should  be 
able  to  rise  from  one  branch  of  the  service  to 
another.  What  do  we  find  now  ?  A  regulation 
has  been  issued  which  debars  any  one  from 
going  from  one  branch  of  the  service  to  the 
other — from  the  non-clerical  to  the  clerical.  I 
maintain  that  if  a  man  in  the  non-clerical 
branch  shows  fitness  for  taking  a  position  in 
the  clerical  branch  he  should  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  rising  in  the  service.  When  the 
railway  estimates  come  on  I  shall  draw  more 
prominent  attention  to  this  matter.  Then,  as 
to  the  administration  of  the  Shipping  and 
Seamen's  Act.  The  Collectors  of  Customs 
have  so  much  work  to  do  in  connection 
with  the  Customs  branch  that  they  have 
not  time  to  properly  attend  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's 
Act.  The  work  under  the  Shipping  and  Sea- 
men's Act  is  deputed  to  boys  or  young  men 
who  do  not  know  the  duties  of  the  office. 
The  other  day  a  foreign  vessel  came  to  this 
port,  and  it  was  known  that  the  current  rate 
Mr.  Millar 


of  wages  was  not  paid  on  board  the  vessel. 
She  proceeded  on  to  Auckland,  and,  as  I  have 
said,  there  was  not  a  single  man  on  board  her 
who  received  full  wages.  When  the  attention 
of  the  Collector  of  Customs  was  called  to  the 
fact  he  said  he  could  not  interfere.  The 
Crown  Law  Officers  advised  that  the  men 
must  take  action  first.  It  is  not  so  in  the 
casb  of  other  laws,  and  surely  it  is  not  neces- 
sary under  this  Act  that  the  men  should  take 
action  before  the  law  can  be  carried  out. 
Competent  shipping-masters  must  therefore  be 
appomted.  I  will  conclude  by  congratulating 
the  Premier  on  the  evident  success  of  the  policy 
enunciated  by  the  late  John  Ballance.  It  is 
now  generally  recognised  that  New  Zealand  is 
the  most  progressive  and  successful  of  the 
AustrflJasian  colonies. 

Mr.  MOORE.— It  is  quite  apparent  to  me, 
Sir,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  also  apparent  to 
all  honourable  members,  that  the  Government 
intend  to  continue  this  debate  for  some  time. 
That  is  clear  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
debate  was  conducted  this  afternoon.  We  had 
two  members  of  the  Government  party  following 
each  other.  Therefore  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  the  Government  are  anxious  to  have  the 
debate  carried  on  for  some  considerable  time. 
It  would  have  been  very  much  better,  and  more 
in  the  interests  of  the  country,  if  the  debate 
had  been  closed  at  an  earlier  stage,  so  that  we 
might  have  got  on  with  the  business  for  which 
we  are  here.  I  have  no  doubt  that  whatever 
may  be  said  in  this  debate  will  not  have  the 
slightest  mfluence  on  members  of  the  House. 
It  simply  means  that  we  shall  probably  con- 
tinue this  debate  for  a  week  or  more.  By 
that  means  it  will  prevent  certain  measures 
coming  forward  which  may  be  to  the  interest 
of  the  country  to  bo  considered.  There  are 
at  present  on  the  Order  Paper  some  hun- 
dred and  sixty  or  hundred  and  seventy  qnee- 
tions  and  a  number  of  notices  of  motion  of 
very  great  importance.  These  questions  and 
motions  deal  with  questions  of  interest  not  only 
to  honourable  members,  but  also  to  the  people 
of  the  country.  I  presume  the  Government 
will  follow  their  usual  tactics,  and  will  subee- 
quently  accuse  the  Opposition  of  having  pre- 
vented the  progress  of  ousiness.  So  far  as  this 
Financial  Statement  is  concerned,  it  in  some- 
thing like  the  Governor's  Speech — of  most  un- 
usual length.  It  is  almost  as  wearisome  to  read 
through  the  Statement  as  it  was  to  listen  to  the 
Premier's  speeches  of  four  or  five  hours'  length 
when  he  went  through  the  country  electioneer- 
ing. Instead  of  being  a  plain  unvarnished 
statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  the  Fi- 
nancial Statement  contains  a  lot  of  electioneer- 
ing padding,  which  one  would  not  expect  to  see 
in  a  Statement  of  this  sort.  The  Statement 
should  give  the  figures  in  connection  with  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  country,  so  that  any 
one  who  has  any  business  capacity  should  be 
able  to  understand  exactly  where  we  are  so  far 
as  our  finance  is  concerned.  But  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  Statement  has  been  got 
up  with  other  objects  in  view  than  showing  the 
people  of  the  country  exactly  what  our  finan- 
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<«ial  position  is.  Ife  has  been  drawn  up  to  some 
extent  with  an  electioneering  object  in  view. 
We  were  just  on  the  eve  of  a  by-election,  and 
this  document  was  got  up,  I  think,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  made  use  of  on  that  particular 
•occasion.  We  are  influenced  in  coming  to  this 
oonolusion  by  the  fact  that  a  particular  friend 
^f  the  Ministry  was  sent  down  to  Dunedin  re- 
cently to  speak  upon  this  very  Statement,  on 
the  very  night  of  the  day  when  it  was  laid  on 
the  table.  However,  fortunately  for  the  coun- 
try, I  think,  his  speech  did  not  have  the  effect 
desired  by  the  Government.  The  honourable 
•gentleman  who  has  been  addressing  the  House 
stated  that  the  Opposition  party  was  like  a 
stone  sinking  to  the  bottom,  and  would  not 
return  to  political  life.  Well,  I  think  the  re- 
sult of  the  by-election  to  which  I  have  just  re- 
ferred, at  Dunedin,  has  given  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  the  fact  that  the  Opposition  is  a  real 
•live  one,  and  that,  in  place  of  sinking  to  the 
bottom  emd  not  coming  into  political  life  again, 
there  is  every  probability  in  the  near  future  of 
the  minority  on  this  side  of  the  House  being 
•converted  into  a  majority.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred  to  the  Opposition  as 
being  something  like  a  sandwich-man,  and  he 
said  that  on  one  side  of  him  he  was  carry- 
ing a  placard  on  which  was  "  Purity  of  go- 
vernment." Well,  Sir,  I  think  members  of  the 
-Opposition  might  appropriately  carry  a  placard 
of  that  description  ;  but  no  member  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  party  could  rightfully  claim 
the  same  privilege.  I  9hall  be  able  later  on  to 
-say  what  I  think  would  be  a  suitable  inscrip- 
tion for  a  placard  to  be  carried  by  members  on 
the  other  pide,  which  perhaps  will  not  be  so 
pleasing  to  the  honourable  gentleman  as  were 
his  references  to  us.  Then,  he  said  that  in  in- 
'Creasing  the  debt  the  Government  were  only 
carrying  out  the  request  of  the  people. 
Well,  so  far  as  my  memory  goes,  wherever 
Ministers  have  spoken  throughout  the  coun- 
try, during  the  last  few  years,  on  the 
public  platforms,  they  have  led  the  people  to 
believe  that  they  were  a  non- borrowing  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  last  thing  that  would  enter 
their  minds  was  the  idea  that  it  would  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  country  to  increase  its  in- 
-debtedness— although,  of  course,  we  know  that 
its  indebtedness  has  been  largely  increased  by 
them.  Of  that  I  shall  have  something  to  say 
later  on.  The  honourable  gentleman,  however, 
went  on  to  say  that  he  could  see  no  objection 
to  borrowing  so  long  as  a  large  proportion  of  it 
was  spent  in  his  particular  district  or  its  vicinity. 
Even  so  far  as  this  £200,000  which  the  Minister 
says  he  wants  for  railways  is  concerned,  he  says 
he  wants  to  get  out  of  that  a  new  railway- 
station.  He  iff  quite  willing  to  run  the  country 
into  debt  so  long  as  the  money  borrowed  is 
spent  near  his  own  door,  and  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  the  slightest  sympathy  with 
the  unfortunate  settlers  who  are  going  out  into 
the  country,  where  more  money  should  be  spent 
-then  in  the  settled  districts.  So  long  as  he 
^ot  a  seventy- fourth  part  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed he  was  prepared  to  assist  the  members 
.  -on  that  side  of  the  House  to  borrow  to  any 


extent.  This  would  mean  that  each  of  the 
seventy-four  member  of  this  House  would  have 
equal  shares  of  the  money  borrowed  spent  in 
their  districts,  irrespective  of  requirements. 
Well,  it  would  be  rather  a  poor  lookout  indeed 
for  the  settlers  who  are  opening  the  country  if 
the  large  centres  and  the  settled  narts  of  the 
district  are  to  have  the  same  amount  spent  as 
should  be  spent  to  make  roads  and  bridges,  to 
open  up  country  in  order  that  they  may  get  to 
the  properties  they  take  up.  Now,  I  want  to 
refer  to  one  statement  that  was  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine.  He  told  the 
House  that  we  had  heard  too  much  about  the 
maladministration  of  the  present  Government ; 
and  yet  he  immediately  himself  started  to  con- 
demn one  department,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  its 
administration  is  concerned.  He  referred  to 
the  charges  that  had  been  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  Taylor). 
Well,  if  there  was  only  that  one  charge  made 
against  the  Government,  and  that  could  be 
substantiated  to  the  extent  that  had  been  fore- 
shadowed by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christohurch  City,  I  say  that  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  damn  the  administration  of  the 
present  Government.  He,  Sir,  referred  to  the 
inquiry  that  was  to  be  held  in  connection  with 
this  department,  and  stated  that  an  officer  of 
the  department  would  have  some  position  in 
connection  with  the  inquiry.  Well,  I  hope  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  to  have  this 
inquiry  held  by  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  believe,  myself,  that,  if  we  are  really  to  have 
a  Commission  set  up,  it  will  never  be  satis- 
factory to  members  of  this  House  or  to  the 
country  unless  it  is  an  entirely  independent 
tribunal,  so  that  these  matters  may  be  sifted 
to  the  bottom.  In  makmg  this  statement  I 
am  not  making  any  charges  against  the  depart- 
ment, or  saying  whether  the  charges  brought 
forward  by  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  are  true  or  not;  but,  a  series  of 
charges  having  been  levelled  against  the  de- 
partment, it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  thoroughly  independent  tribunal  in 
order  that  those  charges  may  be  properly  in- 
vestigated. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  would  want  another 
Judge. 

Mr.  MOORE. — I  do  not  know  whether  we 
should  require  a  new  Judge  or  not,  but  it 
would  pay  the  country  to  have  a  Judge  on  full 
salary  for  a  year  to  investigate  the  charges, 
rather  than  not  to  have  them  sifted  to  the 
bottom.  We  spend  money  in  many  directions 
in  a  much  less  satisfactory  manner  than  it 
would  be  if  it  was  spent  in  having  a  Judge 
making  inquiries  in  connection  with  these 
particular  charges.  Then,  when  speaking  in 
connection  with  the  railways,  the  honourable 
gentleman  wished  to  make  it  appear  that 
under  the  present  administration  the  earn- 
ings were  very  much  larger  than  they  had 
been  under  the  Railway  Commissioners.  But 
whilst  doing  that  he  neglected  to  tell  us  that 
the  present  Minister  in  charge  of  the  railways 
has  a  larger  number  of  miles  of  railway  open 
than  were  open  at  the  time  the  Commissioners 
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gave  over  their  charge  to  him.  In  1898  the 
number  of  miles  of  railway  open  was  1,886; 
now  they  are  no  less  than  2,014  :  so  that,  if  the 
profits  have  been  larger,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  had  very  much  larger  plant  and  a 
greater  area  to  work  upon  than  the  Railway  Com- 
miBsioners  had.  Then,  he  misquoted  the  profits 
altogether.  He  gave  them  as  being  something 
over  half  a  million.  The  profits  under  the 
Railway  GonmiiBsioners  were  £449,880,  and  for 
1896  they  were  £497,104  ;  so  that  the  profits,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  miles  open,  are  not 
so  large  as  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  this  House  and  the  country  believe. 
Then,  so  far  as  the  condition  of  the  lines  and 
appliances  is  concerned,  under  the  Gommis- 
Bioners'  administration  the  lines  and  appliances 
were  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  profits  that  were 
made  in  connection  with  the  working  of  the 
lines  ;  but  we  now  have  the  Minister  asking  us 
to  set  aside  £200,000  out  of  loan  for  this  parti- 
cular work.  It  has  been  stated  by  some 
honourable  members  that  the  lines  were  not 
then  in  as  good  order  as  they  are  at  the  pre- 
sent time ;  but  if  they  look  at  the  report 
of  the  Railway  Commissioners  they  will  find 
that  the  appliances  were  maintained  in  a  proper 
manner,  and,  as  I  have  said,  out  of  revenue. 
They  did  not  come  to  the  House  and  ask  that 
loan-moneys  should  be  spent  in  maintenance  of 
the  lines.  I  think  the  comparison  between  the 
work  done  by  the  Railway  Commissioners  and 
the  present  Minister  does  not  reflect  so  very 
much  credit  upon  the  present  Minister.  Still, 
I  am  not  going  to  say  the  Minister  has  not 
done  his  work  as  well  as  he  possibly  could. 
I  have  not  much  to  say  against  his  administra- 
tion ;  but  I  think  it  is  only  fair  when  these 
charges  are  made  against  the  late  Com- 
missioners, who  are  not  able  to  defend  them- 
selves, that,  at  any  rate,  the  correct  statement 
should  be  given  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman, 
criticizing  some  of  the  statements  in  the 
Budget,  said  it  was  absurd  of  the  Government 
only  to  place  £120,000  for  the  old-age  pensions 
scheme.  Well,  Sir,  I  agree  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  that.  I  think  £120,000  is 
not  at  all  sufficient  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
scheme  as  foreshadowed.  However,  1  shall 
have  something  to  say  in  reference  to  that 
later  on,  and  shall  say  no  more  about  that 
subject  at  present.  The  honourable  member 
for  Otaki,  when  addressing  the  House  this 
afternoon,  criticized — and  very  severely — the 
administration  of  the  Land  Department;  in 
fact,  the  main  part  of  his  speech  was  taken  up 
with  his  criticism  of  that  department.  He  said 
our  laws  were  good  enough,  but  the  Minister's 
administration  was  bad.  He  did  not  wish  to 
blame  the  Minister  altogether,  but  said  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  give  bis  attention  to 
everything  in  the  department ;  but  there  could 
have  been  no  more  severe  criticism  in  reference 
£0  the  department  from  this  side  of  the  House 
than  came  from  that  honourable  gentleman, 
a  supporter  of  the  Government;  and,  being  a 
member  of  the  Land  Board,  speaking  with 
some  knowledge  in  connection  with  land-settle- 
Afr.  Moore 


ment,  his  statements  and  opinions  would 
have  some  weight  with  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
Then  he  went  on  to  say  that  every  one  who  took 
up  land  was  anxious  to  get  a  freehold,  which 
was  as  much  as  to  say  that  the  leasehold  sys- 
tem has  broken  down.  We  can  see  from  the 
Minister's  report  in  connection  with  the  de- 
partment that  there  is  no  doubt  this  ia  the 
fact.  The  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
said  that  the  Opposition  always  wanted  to  get 
back  to  the  freehold  system.  I  have  always  been 
of  the  opinion  that  a  freeholder  made  a  better 
settler  than  a  leaseholder.  I  do  not  say  any- 
thing against  the  leasehold  system— it  may  be 
necessary  to  have  some  form  of  that  system ; 
but  it  is  very  much  better  for  a  man,  and  he 
will  be  likely  to  pot  more  heart  in  his  land,  and 
encourage  him  to  carry  on  with  a  better  heart, 
if  it  belongs  to  himself,  and  he  has  not  always 
to  pay  rent  or  interest  to  some  one  else  for  the 
use  of  it.  In  connection  with  land-settlement, 
there  is  no  wonder  the  leasehold  system  is 
broken  down.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  for  the  last  few  years  endeavoured  to  force 
the  system  on  the  country  held,  himself,  very 
different  views  a  few  years  ago  in  reference  to 
it.  He  was  very  emphatic  that  the  leasehold 
svstem,  if  adopted,  would  only  break  down.  I 
should  like  to  quote  his  views  before  he  had 
charge  of  the  department.  Speaking  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  which  was  before 
the  House  a  short  time  ago,  the  present 
Minister  of  Lands  spoke  as  follows  : — 

*'  With  regard  to  the  leasing  clauses,  I  do 
not  think  they  will  be  such  a  success  as  the 
Government  and  those  who  favour  the  leasing 
system  seem  to  imagine.  I  am  sure  that  if 
we  pass  this  Bill,  and  grant  these  thirty-one 
years'  leases,  long  before  that  time  every  one  of 
the  leaseholders  will  become  a  freeholder." 

That  is  the  system  that  is  being  adopted  at 
the  present  time — that  is  what  the  leaseholders 
are  endeavouring  to  do.  Those  who  took  up 
properties  under  the  leasehold  system  are 
endeavouring  as  far  as  they  possibly  can  to 
make  them  freeholds  wherever  they  have  the 
opportunity.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
own  official  report  will  bear  me  out  in  the 
statement  I  am  making  in  reference  to  this 
matter.    Then  he  goes  on  to  say, — 

*'  If  they  are  successful,  and  make  money, 
they  will  want  to  purchase,  and  they  will 
bring  such  pressure  to  bear  that  they  will 
succeed  in  carrying  their  object.  £ither  that» 
or  the  tenants  will  not  be  successful ;  and  if 
they  are  not  successful  they  cannot  benefit 
either  themselves  or  the  country." 

So  that  the  honourable  gentleman  at  that 
time  considered,  if  a  man  took  up  a  property 
and  became  successful  the  first  thing  he  would 
want  to  do  would  be  to  become  a  freeholder  of 
the  property,  and,  if  he  did  not  become  a  free- 
holder, he  was  bound  to  be  unsuccessful  as  a 
leaseholder.  Yet  all  the  time  he  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  department  he  has  been  preach- 
ing the  leasehold  system  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  the  other;  but  I  think,  when  preaching 
the  system  he  ought  to  practise  it,  which  we  know 
from  past  experience  he  has  not  seen  fit  to  do. 
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The  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  QoYemment  has  alao  changed  his  mind  in 
rafetenoe  to  the  leasehold  system.  Immediately 
before  the  election  he  did  the  district  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  the  honour  to  pay  it  a 
visit,  and  inflicted  a  no  less  than  four  hours' 
speech  on  the  suffering  electors  there.  He 
then  said  it  was  the  wicked  Conservatives  who 
wanted  to  convert  the  leaseholds  into  freeholds, 
and  who  advocated  the  freehold  system.  Well, 
here  is  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
only  two  years  before  he  occupied  the  position 
he  occupies  at  the  present  time : — 

*'The  leasing  principle  involved  in  this 
Bill  is  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge:  it 
simply  means  chat  the  Government  may 
select  such  blocks  as  they  like  and  where 
thev  like,  and  set  them  apart  to  be  dealt 
with  as  ihej  please.  I  must  deprecate  alto- 
gether this  system  of  experimenting  at  the 
people's  expense.  As  it  stands  now  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  we  pass  the  Bill  we  shall  give 
satisfaction  to  no  one.  We  shall  not  even 
satisfy  ourselves." 

Well,  Sir,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that 
gentlemen  holding  these  views  are  not  able  to 
carry  to  a  successful  issue  the  system  they  are 
(tying  to  uphold  in  the  country  at  present. 
For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  was  a  very  great 
mistake,  with  reference  to  our  land  system, 
when  the  deferred  -  payment  system  was  re- 
pealed. I  believe  it  was  one  of  the  best  systems 
we  ever  had  for  settlement  of  the  land.  People 
who  took  up  land  under  that  system  felt  a  real 
live  interest  in  their  holdings,  and  it  put  heart 
into  them,  and  they  endeavoured  to  keep  up 
then:  payments  in  the  hope  of  becoming  ulti- 
mately hreeholders  of  the  properties.  I  should 
not  only  like  to  see  this  system  reinstated,  but 
it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  we  could 
have  some  means  whereby  those  who  are  at 
present  leaseholders  could,  as  they  save  a 
little  money,  pay  off  the  capital  value  of  the 
land  and  reduce  the  payments  from  year 
to  year,  and  ultimately  become  freeholders. 
If  we  were  to  adopt  a  system  of  that  sort 
it  would  put  the  settlers  in  better  heart — 
to  feel  that  if  they  had  £20  or  £50  to  spare 
they  could  put  it,  as  it  were,  into  a  savings-bank 
for  themselves,  in  place  of  improving  the  land 
for  the  Government  or  some  one  else.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  take  this  sug- 
gestion and  adopt  a  system  of  this  sort,  it 
would  be  yery  popular  throughout  the  country, 
sod  assist  in  land- settlement.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  large  amount  of  money  at  his  disposal 
since  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  department — 
laiger  than  any  Minister  of  Lands  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  colony — and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  has  had  every  conceivable  law  or 
regulation  he  has  felt  disposed  to  ask  for,  land- 
settlement  has  been  going  from  bad  to  worse. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  we  had 
a  right  to  expect  from  the  Minister's  state- 
ments in  oonnection  with  land  -  settlement. 
We  have  in  the  Financial  Statement  the  fol- 
lowing :  **  There  has  been  a  considerable 
falling-off  as  compared  with  last  year:  the 
decline    has    been,    on    the   whole,    general 
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ment."     And,  Sir,  the  territorial  re- 


venue has  been  some  £18,719  lesa 
than  it  was  for  the  year  1896;  so  that  the 
settlement,  as  I  have  said,  is  not  at  all  as 
satisfactory  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect.  Thia 
House  has  never  said  one  word  against  the 
amount  of  money  the  honourable  gentlemai> 
has  required  for  his  land-settlement  schemes. 
Whenever  he  has  brought  measures  before  the 
House  to  provide  money  for  these  purposea 
I  think  the  House  has  given  him  cheerfully 
what  he  wanted ;  and  we  know,  so  far  as  the 
honourable  gentleman's  schemes  are  concerned, 
we  never  have  ha'l  such  a  multiplicity  of  land* 
laws  as  at  the  present  time.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  his  own  way  in  every  re- 
spect, and  yet  he  has  to  admit  here  in  his  own 
report  that  the  system  has,  to  a  very  great  ex- 
tent, at  any  rate,  broken  down.  While  dealing^ 
vrith  this  question  of  land-settlement — although 
I  do  not  want  to  go  over  ground  repeatedly 
gone  over — I  cannot  refrain  from  referring  ti> 
the  purchase  of  the  Pomahaka  Estate.  I 
know  it  is  like  thrashing  a  dead  horse  to  refer 
to  this  matter  again,  but  we  had  a  paper  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  a  short  time  ago — 
not  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  for  a  particular 
purpose — showing  that  interest  at  the  rate  of 
4}  per  cent,  had  been  earned  by  this  estate. 
Well,  Sir,  I  look  at  the  official  document — 
of  course,  this  is  not  an  official  document;, 
it  is  not  signed  by  the  Minister  ;  it  was  simply 
laid  upon  the  table  by  the  Minister.  In  the 
official  document  I  find,  in  place  of  paying  i^ 
per  cent.,  the  estate  returned  last  year  a  fraction 
over  2  per  cent.— that  was  up  to  the  time  tha 
the  official  document  was  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  House.  The  total  receipts  for  the  year 
were  £481  lOs.  7d.,  and  that  would  be  just 
a  fraction  over  2  per  cent,  on  the  total  cost  of 
this  estate.  The  property  cost  the  colony  some 
£18,600,  after  it  had  been  valued  at  £8,000,  so 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  some 
£10,600  more  than  the  estate  was  valued  at. 
It  now  stands  in  the  books  of  the  colony  at 
£28,188 ;  and,  while  it  was  let  before  the  purchase 
at  6d.  per  acre,  it  is  now  let — or  the  most  of  it — 
at  3s.  per  acre — that  is,  the  land  at  present  let, 
but  there  is  still  a  portion  to  be  disposed  of. 
There  is  a  very  large  portion  of  the  rent,  I 
believe,  unpaid,  and  that  will  account,  perhaps, 
for  the  fact  that  ic  has  only  paid  something 
like  2  per  cent,  on  its  cost  to  the  country  during 
the  past  year.  I  believe  the  settlers  have  more 
than  once  interviewed  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  approached  him  in  order  to  get  a 
reduction.  I  remember  reading,  Sir,  an 
account  of  a  meeting  held  in  Southland,  when 
a  deputation  waited  upon  the  honourable- 
gentleman  ;  and  the  reply  he  gave  to  them  was- 
that,  if  he  made  the  reduction  they  asked  for, 
the  Opposition  would  make  political  capital 
out  of  it.  It  seems  to  me  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  rather  do  an  injustice  to  the^ 
unfortunate  settlers  than  suffer  politically  iik 
what  was  only  carrying  out  a  fair  and  honest 
act.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reference  to  the  figures  in  the  Statement  and 
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the  financial  position  of  the  colony.  We  all 
know  that  when  the  present  Government  got 
into  office  it  was  on  the  cry  of  *'  Retrenchment, 
non-horrowing,  and  self-reliance."  Well,  their 
acts,  at  any  rate,  prove  they  have  heen  far  from 
non-borrowing,  and  I  think  the  finance,  at 
any  rate,  has  not  been  very  self-reliant.  The 
honourable  member  for  Caversham,  I  believe, 
in  speaking  the  other  day,  and  in  quoting  some 
statement  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  said, 
in  referring  to  borrowing,  that  he  considered 
there  was  no  necessity  to  borrow,  and  he  added 
himself,  "at  present."  I  think  it  is  a  very  bad 
feature  indeed  if  an  honourable  gentleman, 
quoting  from  some  one  else's  speech,  should 
add  anything  to  it  himself,  for  not  only  does 
he  mislead  the  House  but  he  misleads  the 
country  also  by  doing  so.  If  we  get  into  that 
habit,  I  think  we  Rhall  find  it  will  be  very 
unsatisfactory  indeed,  and  we  shall  be  con- 
tinually making  statements  in  this  House  not 
in  accordance  with  fact.  But,  so  far  as  the 
honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Ballance,  saying  it 
was  not  necessary  to  borrow  at  present,  I  have 
here  a  statement  taken  from  his  own  Financial 
Statement :  '*  I  have  propounded  in  other 
places  a  financial  policy  of  self-reliance,  and 
shown  the  necessity  for  weaning  this  colony 
from  a  servile  dependence  on  foreign  dealers 
in  money."  In  other  places  we  have  fre- 
quently had  Ministers  condemning  in  no 
measured  terms  the  increase  of  our  debt  by 
borrowing.  I  remember  in  one  case  we  were 
told  that  by  doing  so  we  were  making  slaves  of 
the  taxpayers  of  this  country  to  the  foreign 
bondholders.  We  have  had'  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  is  now  Colonial  Treasurer 
repeatedly  telling  the  people  in  different  parts 
•of  the  colony  that  his  Government  was  a  non- 
borrowing  Government.  I  remember,  about  two 
years  ago,  when  addressing  the  electors  of 
Sydenham,  he  said  that  this  Government  was 
not  a  borrowing  Government,  but  that  it  was 
the  Conservatives  who  wished  to  borrow  money 
in  order  to  buy  the  electors  throughout  the 
colony.  For  a  non-borrowing  Government,  at 
any  rate,  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Government  have  done  fairly  well. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  do  not  borrow;  we  only 
raise  money  in  aid  of  works. 

Mr.  MOORE.^The  honourable  gentleman 
will  never  admit  borrowing:  he  wants  to  aid 
-the  revenue  from  some  particular  department 
or  other,  or  he  wants  to  assist  public  works  or 
purchase  lands,  but  he  never  says  "  I  wish  you 
to  borrow."  I  think  we  may  fairly  say,  from 
1895-96  the  honourable  gentleman  has  in- 
creased the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  more 
than  it  has  been  increased  by  any  other  Co- 
lonial Tresbsurer  during  the  last  ten  years.  I 
have  taken  out  the  figures,  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  weary  the  House  by  going  through  them  at 
4bny  length.  In  1895-96  we  find  the  debt  of 
4ihe  colony  had  been  increased  by  £2,663,816. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  includes  one  million 
and  a  half  for  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  will  have  something  to  say 
in  reference  to  the  advances  to  settlers,  which 
X  aee  has  been  carefully  kept  out  of  the  Finan- 
Mr,  Moore 


cial  Statement  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  laid  upon  the  table.  Then,  Sir,  the  follow- 
ing year  it  was  increased  by  £1,315,888,  making 
a  total  increase  of  £3,979,654 ;  so  that  we  have 
in  round  figures  an  increase  of  £4,000,000  in 
the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  for  the  last 
two  years.  Then,  Sir,  whilst  we  have  been 
increasing  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  eo 
much,  apparently  the  private  wealth  of  the 
people  has  been  steadily  decreasing  since  the 
present  Government  have  been  in  power.  It 
now  stands  at  the  lowest  point  it  has  reached 
for  the  last  six  years ;  so  that,  while  increasing 
the  burdens  of  the  country,  the  people  have 
been  less  able  to  bear  them  than  when  £he 
honourable  gentleman  came  into  office. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  material  wealth  of  the 
people  has  increased  by  £11,000,000  since  we 
have  been  in  office. 

Mr.  MOORE.— My  figures  are  taken  from 
the  official  documents,  and  I  presume  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  not  say  his  docu- 
ments are  incorrect.  Then,  Sir,  the  gross 
debt  per  head  in  1896  was  £61  4s.  5d.,  show- 
ing an  increase  for  the  year  of  £2  12s.  lid.,  so 
that  our  indebtedness  per  head  has  lazgely 
increased,  while  the  private  wealth  of  the 
people  has  been  going  backward.  I  find,  com- 
paring the  indebtedness  per  head  of  New  Zea- 
land with  that  of  Victoria  and  New  Sooth 
Wales,  we  are  a  long  way  ahead  of  either  of 
those  two  colonies.  In  Victoria  the  debt  only 
stands  at  £39  12s.  6d.,  and  in  New  South  Wales 
at£48  7s.  lOd. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  do  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  pleased  that  he  has 
brought  the  people  of  the  colony  into  such  a 
heavy  indebtedness  as  that,  or  whether  it  seems 
pleasant  that  the  people  have  to  look  forward 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  to  have  more  taxes  to 
pay  in  order  to  keep  the  credit  of  the  oolony 
going.  Then,  we  have  a  return  placed  in 
the  Budget  referring  to  productive  and  un- 
productive items.  Of  course,  very  much  im- 
portance cannot  be  attached  to  a  statement 
of  that  sort  without  being  carefully  gone 
through.  Of  course,  the  Budget  seeks  to  i^ow 
that  the  present  Government,  although  they 
have  been  largely  increasing  the  indebtedness 
of  the  country,  have  been  expending  the 
money  on  reproductive  works.  But  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  have  a  fair 
analysis  of  these  facts  and  figures;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  stated  in  his 
Budget  that  he  did  not  look  upon  these  figures 
as  being  at  all  correct.  But,  Sir,  if  we  are  to 
take  the  amount  spent  on  our  railways,  and 
compared  with  the  two  other  colonies  I  have 
referred  to, 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  falling  into .  the 
same  error  as  Sir  Robert  Stout.  You  do'  not 
see  a  word  about  money  being  expended.  Look 
at  the  Budget. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  have  looked  at  the  Budget, 
and  it  is  a  long  and  wearisome  enough  Budget 
to  go  through.  In  Victoria  they  spent  ^ 
per  head  ;  in  New  South  Wales,  £28 ;  while  in 
New  Zealand  it  is  £21  per  head  of  the  popu* 
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Ifttion — spent  on  railways.  Well,  Sir,  railways 
i^onld  be  looked  apon  as  mainly  reproductive 
works ;  bo  that  whilst  we  have  been  largely  in- 
•creasing  the  indebtedness  of  this  colony,  we 
have  been  spending  less  than  the  other  colonies 
upon  railways  to  open  up  the  country.  We 
are  undoubtedly  the  highest  taxed  of  any  of 
the  Australasian  Golonies,  with  the  exception 
of  the  one  small  colooy  of  Western  Australia, 
the  population  of  which  is  something  under 
a  hundred  thousand,  so  that  it  can  hardly 
be  taken  into  comparison  with  the  other 
colonies.  Then,  we  have  been  told  repeatedly 
that  the  Government  have  not  increased 
the  burdens  of  the  people,  and  that  they 
have  been  placing  the  taxation  they  find  neces- 
sary more  equitably  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
people  throughout  the  colony,  so  as  to  make 
those  best  able  to  bear  it  pay,  and  so  as  to 
relieve  those  who  are  not  so  well  able  to  pay. 
We  have  told  them  repeatedly  that  they  were 
largely  increasing  the  Customs  duties  of  the 
•oooBtry,  and  that  by  so  doing  they  are  bound 
to  take  more  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
poorer  portion  of  the  community,  but  we  have 
always  been  met  by  a  flat  denial  to  our  state- 
ment. Yet  we  find  the  Customs  duties  were 
^timated  last  year  to  produce  £1,670,000, 
while  the  receipts  actually  amounted  to 
£1,818,972,  no  less  than  £148,972  over  the 
estimate  for  the  year  1897.  Then,  not  satisfied 
with  this,  we  are  to  have  a  very  large  increase 
during  the  present  year.  The  Treasurer  esti- 
mates his  receipts  for  this  year  at  £61,000 
over  last  year,  so  that  the  people  will  have  to 
pay  an  increase  of  £209,972  in  Customs  this 
year  over  the  amount  paid  during  the  year 
1896.  We  shall  have  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
million  more  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
taxpayer  in  Customs  alone  than  we  had  during 
the  previous  years.  And  yet  we  are  told  by 
(he  Colonial  Treasurer  that  he  has  not  in- 
creased the  burdens  of  the  people. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MOORE.— The  honourable  member  for 
<3averBham  says  **  Hear,  hear."  I  know  that  in 
Donedin  they  have  a  very  objectionable  form  of 
"barracking,"  and  we  have  had  a  considerable 
amount  of  *'  barracking  "  from  a  certain  comer 
of  this  House  all  this  session.  I  hope  the 
honourable  member  will  permit  me  to  make 
my  own  remarks  in  my  own  particular  v^ay.  I 
vas  going  to  say  no  man  was  ever  more  con- 
demned than  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self is  from  his  own  figures  when  he  states 
that  he  has  not  increased  the  burdens  of  the 
people  through  our  Customs.  Then,  Sir,  we 
have  been  told  they  have  been  very  careful 
and  eoonomioal  in  their  administration ;  bat  I 
would  Ask  the  honourable  gentleman  where 
be  can  point  out  in  any  one  of  the  depart- 
ments referred  to  in  his  Budget  that  there 
bas  been  economy  in  any  shape  or  form. 
Where  are  the  reductions,  so  far  as  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  country 
are  oonoemed  ?  I  have  looked  them  through, 
and  I  have  failed  to  detect  the  economy 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  takes  credit 
<or.    In  the    estimated  expenditure,  too,  for 


1897-98,  we  find  set  down  £4,622,843,  represent- 
ing an  increase  of  £90,664  over  the  appropria- 
tion of  last  year,  and  of  £112,862  over  the  ex- 
penditure  during  that  period.  Yet,  Sir,  strange 
to  say,  although  he  gives  us  these  tables,  inune- 
diately  following  we  have  the  statement  that 
the  permanent  charges  are  estimated  to  exceed 
the  actual  expenditure  of  last  year  by  the  sum 
of  £58,867,  and  the  annual  appropriations  by 
£88,684.  If  we  take  these  two  lots  of  figures— 
the  permanent  charges  and  the  annual  ap- 
propriations— we  shall  have  an  increase  of 
£142,051,  or  £29,189  more  than  the  total  which 
is  given  by  the  honourable  gentleman  imme- 
diately previous.  I  do  not  know  how  the 
honourable  gentleman  makes  out  his  figures,  but 
we  have  occasionally,  Sir,  found  the  honour- 
able gentleman  m  other  matters  than  arith- 
metic  somewhat  defective,  and  probably  it  is  so 
in  this  case.  Then,  whilst  our  debt  has  been 
increasing  we  would  naturally  expect  that  we 
shall  have  more  to  pay  in  the  shape  of 
interest;  but  we  have  been  repeatedly  told 
by  the  Treasurer  and  his  colleagues  that, 
whilst  they  have  been  increasing  the  debt  to 
some  extent  certainly,  they  have  not  increased 
the  annual  payments  for  interest.  Well,  we 
find  in  the  Statement  that  amongst  the  in- 
creases of  permanent  charges  interest  was 
responsible  for  £59,653.  Now,  during  the  pre- 
vious year  the  increase  was  £25,694.  That  was 
for  the  year  1895.  So  that  if  we  put  these  two 
accounts  together  we  find  the  two  years'  increase 
has  amounted  to  £85,827.  That  is  the  amount 
we  shall  have  to  pay  over  and  above  what  we 
have  paid  in  previous  years.  But  we  know 
from  the  Budget  that  the  debt  of  the  colony  is 
to  be  largely  increased,  and  in  place  of  the 
amount  I  have  stated  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
find  next  year  the  honourable  gentleman's  ac- 
counts for  interest  will  be  very  largely  increased 
indeed.  Now  I  come  to  the  estimated  results 
for  next  year.  We  have  for  years  been  ac- 
customed to  the  honourable  gentleman  bringing 
down  a  Financial  Statement  showing  surpluses 
from  the  Government  point  of  view.  The  Trea- 
surer tells  us  that  he  can  now  foreshadow  with 
confidence  what  the  results  of  the  year  will  be. 
He  has  had  already  six  months'  experience, 
and  it  appears  to  me  that,  from  the  figures 
placed  in  the  Statement,  he  is  sailing  very 
close  to  the  wind  indeed  this  year.  He  is 
rendering  himself  responsible  for  certain  ex- 
penditures, and  yet  he  estimates  that  he  will 
have  a  certain  revenue  coming  in  for  the  whole 
year,  and  if  anything  should  happen  to  thifl 
reveliue,  and  it  does  not  come  in  during  the 
next  six  months  as  well  as  he  anticipates,  I  ax)^ 
afraid  his  finance  this  year  will  turn  out  to  be 
very  unsatisfactory,  and  his  surplus  at  the  end 
of  this  year  will  not  be  a  very  substantial  one. 
He  estimates  his  revenue  at  £4,793,000  and 
his  expenditure  at  £4,622,843,  leaving  a  sur- 
plus on  the  year's  transactions,  or  an  excess 
of  revenue  over  expenditure,  of  £170,157.  The 
balance  from  last  year  was  £854,286,  less 
contribution  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  of 
£300,000,  which  is  referred  to  in  the  State- 
ment, leaving  a  net  result  of  £54,286.    The 
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estimated  surplus  at  the  end  of  this  year 
was  £224,443,  but  the  Treasurer  goes  on  to 
tell  us  that  he  requires  £120,000  out  of  this 
surplus  in  order  to  provide  for  an  old-age 
pensions  scheme,  and  £7,000  to  erect  a  library 
in  connection  with  this  House.  This  will  leave 
£97,448  with  which  to  cover  the  supplementary 
estimates,  which  will  be  brought  down  later  on 
in  the  session.  We  cannot  tell  what  the  sup- 
plementary estimates  will  be.  In  all  proba- 
bility a  large  portion  of  the  estimated  surplus 
here  shown  will  be  taken  up  by  the  supple- 
mentary estimates.  At  the  end  of  this  financial 
year,  and  always,  of  course,  supposing  that  the 
revenue  keeps  up  according  to  anticipations, 
there  could  be  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  sub- 
stantial surplus  ;  but  if  we  take  off  the  balance 
of  the  previous  year,  and  take  ofif  the  amount 
the  honourable  member  has  been  able  to  place 
his  hands  on  in  the  shape  of  accrued  sinking 
funds,  and  the  cash  sales  of  land,  which  ought 
to  go  to  the  Revenue  Account,  I  think  we 
should  find  that,  so  far  as  the  surplus  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  not  even  a  very  substantial  one. 
The  manner  in  which  the  surplus  is  brought 
forward  from  the  previous  year  and  is  then 
brought  into  ordinary  revenue  is  open  to 
doubt.  Of  course,  it  is  a  right  thing;  the 
money  may  be  there,  and  the  Treasurer  is 
right  to  take  it  into  account  in  a  way ; 
but,  so  far  as  the  actual  earnings,  the  actual 
revenue,  for  the  year  is  concerned,  as  against 
the  expenditure,  it  should  not,  of  course,  be 
taken  into  account  to  show  that  he  has  had 
an  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  for  that 
particular  year.  So  far  as  the  sinking  fund  is 
concerned,  of  course,  that  must  in  the  very 
near  future,  at  any  rate,  cease  entirely.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  has  taken  all  he  can,  or 
very  nearly  all  he  can,  place  his  hands  upon 
in  the  meantime,  of  the  accrued  sinking  funds. 
Then,  as  to  the  provision  the  honourable  mem- 
ber is  about  to  make  for  the  old-age  pensions, 
in  my  opinion  it  will  be  altogether  inadequate. 
We  find  from  the  census  of  1896  that  there  are 
some  20,756  persons  over  the  pension  age  who 
will  be  entitled  to  the  pensions.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  I  believe,  intends  to  provide 
something  like  lOs.  per  week  as  a  pension  for 
the  old  people,  and  I  think  he  will  find  that,  in 
place  of  having  a  small  amount — it  is  only  for 
the  half-year  that  the  £120,000  is  estimated 
to  be  wanted  —  it  will  take  over  half  a  mil- 
lion of  money  to  provide  for  a  pension  of 
lOs.  a  week  for  these  old  people.  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  probably  will  tell  us 
he  has  no  intention  of  providing  pensions 
for  the  whole  of  the  aged  in  the  colony.  But 
Statements  have  been  made  throughout  the 
country  to  the  effect  that  provision  is  to  be 
made  for  them,  and  through  these  misleading 
statements  all  these  people  are  now  coming 
forward  hoping  in  the  near  future  to  get  their 
pensions.  I  find  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
placed  a  paper  on  the  table  the  other  day  refer- 
ring to  the  old-age  pensions,  and  in  this  paper, 
in  reference  to  the  New  Zealand  scheme,  he 
says,— 

"  The  Government  Bill  is  intituled  '  An  Act 
Mr,  Moore 


to  provide  for  Old-age  Pensions.'  The  pre- 
amble reads :  *  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  all 
persons  who  during  the  prime  of  life  have 
helped  to  bear  the  public  burdens  of  the  colony 
by  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  to  open  up  its  re- 
sources by  their  labour  and  skill,  should  in  old 
age  be  protected  by  the  colony  against  the  risk 
of  want :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,'  et  cetera. 

**  Scope :  Every  person  attaining  age  sixty- 
five  or  upwards  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension 
of  10s.  a  week  for  the  rest  of  life  if  he  is, 
and  has  been  for  twenty  years,  residing  in 
that  colony  continuously  for  the  preceding 
three  years,  and  not  more  than  eighteen  months 
absent  in  the  ten  years  preceding  applioation/' 

Of  course,  the  honourable  member  will  say 
it  is  not  really  the  same  as  an  official  docu- 
ment prepared  under  the  Government  instruc- 
tions, as  the  paper  that  was  laid  on  the  table 
was  read  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Insurance  Institute  of  Victoria;  but  he  has 
laid  it  on  the  table  of  the  House  in  sku  official 
manner,  which  goes  forward  to  the  public,  who 
do  not  know  but  what  every  individual  in  the 
country  is  to  receive,  on  arriving  at  the  age  of 
sixty- five  years,  his  or  her  10s.  per  week  by 
way  of  pension.  I  repeat  that  the  honoacable 
gentleman's  statements  have  misled  many  old 
people  throughout  the  country,  and  I  think 
he  will  find,  after  the  Bill  is  passed,  if  these 
people  find  that  they  are  not  going  to  get  their 
pension  after  looking  forward  to  it  so  long 
they  will  be  very  much  dissatisfied  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  misled.  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to 
the  million  loan  that  the  Government  have 
power  to  raise  in  aid  of  public  works  and 
land-settlement.  The  honourable  member 
told  us  we  are  not  to  go  on  borrowing ;  but  he 
took  power  to  raise  a  million  for  public  works 
and  land-settlement. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — That  was  not  borrowing; 
it  was  a  loan. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  like  to  call  a  spade  a  spade, 
and  for  all  practical  purposes  I  call  it  a  loan, 
as  suggested  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui.  I  think.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man must  admit— as  his  Budget  has  admitted — 
that  the  raising  of  this  loan  locally  has  turned 
out  an  entire  failure.  He  told  us  at  the  tune  the 
Bill  was  passed  that  the  money  was  to  be  raised 
locally,  and  that  it  would  be  a  good  invest- 
ment for  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  we 
could  get  the  whole  of  the  money  required 
from  them.  It  was  understood  that  there 
would  be  no  trouble  in  getting  the  whole  of  the 
money  within  the  colony.  Well,  we  find  that 
the  first  £250,000  was  taken  out  of  the  Post- 
Office  Savings'-Bank  in  exchange  for  Treasury 
bills;  the  second  £500,000,  which  was  issued 
with  a  currency  of  from  ten  years  to  twenty- 
five  years,  was  covered  mainly  by  the 
monetary  institutions  throughout  the  colony ; 
and,  so  far  as  the  individual  capitalists  of 
the  colony  were  concerned,  I  think  soma 
£9,000  only  was  taken  up ;  so  that  nearly  every 
pound  that  the  honourable  member  has  oi 
tained  under  this  measure  has  been  obtained 
from  one  of  the  Government's  own  loan  depart- 
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mentB  or  monetary  institutions  in  the  oolony. 
And  in  all  probability  some  of  these  institutions 
ha^e  been  acting  as  agents  for  the  foreign 
capitalists.  We  have  not  any  guarantee  that 
the  money  which  is  invested  in  this  loan  has 
been  the  money  of  the  people  of  the  colony, 
and  I  very  much  doubt  whether  it  has  been  so. 
Of  conrse,  we  have  no  returns  to  show  what 
inatitQtions  have  advanced  this  money  to  the 
Qovemment.  If  we  had,  I  think  we  should 
find,  in  all  probability,  that  some  of  them  have 
been  acting  simply  as  agents  for  people  out- 
side the  colony  who  have  raised  the  money. 
Instead  of  getting  the  money  in  the  cheapest 
market  we  have  been  getting  it  from  Lon- 
don indirectly,  and  probably  paying  J  per  cent. 
more  than  we  should  have  done  had  we 
gone  direct  to  the  London  market  to  get  the 
money.  There  is  still  a  sum  of  £250,000  to  be 
raised  under  this  loan,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
get  it  from  the  Post  Office  as  far  as  the  institu- 
tion can  spare  the  money.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  Post  Office  has  been  investing  money 
very  largely  in  Government  securities,  and,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  wants  shortly  an- 
other quarter  of  a  million,  he  is  going  to  get 
everything  he  possibly  can  under  this  measure 
from  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank,  the  balance 
to  be  placed  on  the  English  market.  So  that 
.QQ  the  honourable  gentleman  admits  all 
along  the  line  that  his  anticipations 
in  reference  to  this  loan  have  not  been  at  all 
realised.  In  connection  with  the  investment  of 
these  moneys  by  the  Post  Office,  I  think  the 
Post  Office  authorities  ought  to  be  particularly 
•careful  in  locking  up  so  much  of  their  money 
on  deposit  in  Oovemment  securities.  In  a 
young  country  like  this,  where  you  have  a 
floating  population,  something  might  at  any 
time  occur  requiring  people  to  get  every 
shilling  that  belonged  to  them,  and  the  Post 
Office  might  be  placed  in  a  very  awkward 
position  if  it  was  called  upon  to  pay  the  money 
over  to  the  depositors.  I  find  there  is  no  table 
in  reference  to  the  Post  Office  Account  in  con- 
nection with  the  Budget.  I  shall  be  told  by 
the  Premier,  in  all  probability,  there  are  other 
documents  I  can  get  the  information  from.  It 
is  simply  stated  that  the  Post  Office  owes  de- 
positors £4,311,634.  I  find  out  of  this  sum 
there  iB  no  less  than  £3,507,280  invested  in 
-Government  securities  alone,  and  the  local 
bodies  have  £579,000  of  this  money.  So  that 
-over  four  millions  of  this  money  is  invested  in 
securities  we  can  hardly  look  upon  as  liquid, 
and  it  is  very  dangerous  indeed  that  money 
should  be  locked  up  in  this  way.  In  my 
opinion,  a  very  large  proportion  of  it  should  be 
invested  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  be  got  at 
very  short  notice.  The  Public  Trust  Office  has 
been  referred  to.  We  have  not  any  details 
in  connection  with  that,  more  than  to  show 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  money  has  been 
lent  oat  on  mortgage,  and  £354,108  invested 
in  Gtovemment  securities.  It  is  probably  not 
so  necessary  to  keep  the  moneys  of  this  depart- 
ment in  liquid  securities  as  it  is  those  of  the 
Poet  Office,  as  there  is  not  so  large  an  amount 
•at  call.    In  every  way  where  the  Government 


have  been  able  to  get  money  from  these  lend-  ' 
ing  institutions  under  their  control  they  have  ' 
taken  this  money.  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise 
that  these  departments  should  lend  so  much  of 
their  money  to  the  Government.  Then,  there  is 
a  death-bed  repentance  over  the  local  bodies. 
The  Government  anticipate  to  get  £23,000  more 
of  local  bodies'  sinking  funds,  and  after  getting 
that  they  are  not  going  to  take  any  more.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  prevent  any  of  these  accrued  sinking 
funds  being  taken.  After  they  have  worked 
out  the  claim,  they  are  going  to  take  care  that 
their  successors  shall  not  have  another  claim ; 
and  hence  the  legislation  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  intends  to  bring  down.  I  think  it 
altogether  wrong  that  the  Government  should 
have  interfered  with  the  accrued  sinking 
funds  belonging  to  these  local  bodies.  The 
local  bodies  have  been  paying  up  pretty  well 
the  moneys  that  have  been  advanced  by  the 
Government,  and  their  accrued  sinking  funds 
ought  to  have  been  left  alone.  However,  it 
is  better  late  than  never,  and,  knowing  the 
honourable  gentleman  always  keeps  his  pro- 
mise, I  hope  this  iniquitous  proceeding  will  not 
be  carried  out  in  the  future.  I  had  intended 
to  refer  to  the  ocean  mail-service,  but  have  no 
time  to  do  so.  I  shall  have  another  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so  when  the  matter  is  brought . 
before  the  House.  Then,  I  have  some  reference 
to  make  to  the  Midland  Railway,  which  I  had 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have 
placed  on  some  definite  footing.  That  is  a 
subject  which  would  take  some  little  time,  and 
I  shall  have  to  refer  to  it  again.  I  also  in- 
tended to  refer  to  co-operative  works.  How- 
ever, as  my  time  is  nearly  up,  it  is  impossible 
to  deal  with  that  subject  now  as  I  should  like 
to  do,  and  therefore  I  shall  reserve  my  remarks 
for  some  other  opportunity.  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  not  again  put  up  two  mem- 
bers on  the  Government  side  of  the  House  to 
carry  on  the  debate,  but  will  let  it  come  to  a 
close,  so  that  we  can  get  on  with  the  work. 

Mr.  WASON. — Sir,  I  have  a  few  words  to  say 
in  this  debate,  and  no  doubt  those  in  the  gal- 
leries will  be  somewhat  disappointed  at  not 
hearing  the  flow  of  the  Premier's  eloquence  at 
the  present  stage.  I  feel  that  I  should  not  like 
the  debate  to  come  to  a  conclusion  without 
saying  something,  because  I  do  not  suppose  we 
shall  have  another  opportunity  of  saying  what 
we  have  got  to  say  in  reference  to  the  policy  of 
the  Government  as  contained  in  this  volumi- 
nous document  which  has  been  placed  in  our 
hands— a  document  not  only  dealing  with  the 
finance  of  the  colony  for  the  past  and  the 
coming  year,  but  also  dealing  with  matters  of 
policy.  No  doubt  this  is  the  policy  of  the 
Government  shadowed  forth  here.  What  I 
want  to  say  is  that  I  believe,  and  believe  the 
country  feels,  that  we  should  get  on  with  some 
work.  We  have  now  entered  on  the  fifth  week 
of  the  session,  and  we  have  done  practically 
nothing ;  and  I  think  there  is  a  deep-rooted 
feeling  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  there 
is  nothing  short  of  an  absolute  conspiracy 
on  the  part  of  the  Premier  and  those  who 
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support  him  to  prolong  this  debate,  and  by  so 
doing  absolutely  prevent  us  giving  fair  and 
due  consideration  to  the  grave  measures  the 
Premier  has  foreshadowed.  We  cannot  believe 
he  is  sincere  in  bis  desire  to  promote  legisla- 
tion, possibly  beneficial  legislation,  when  we 
see  throughout  the  stonewalling  tactics  adopted 
by  himself  and  his  friends  during  the  four  weeks 
we  have  been  in  session.  The  very  Budget  itself 
starts  by  throwing  down  the  gauntlet  for  criti- 
cism. For  the  first  time  in  this  Parliament, 
and  possibly  in  the  history  of  all  other  Parlia- 
ments, he  has  produced  a  table  of  productive 
and  unproductive  works.  The  first  thing  which 
is  supposed  to  be  non-productive  is  the  two  mil- 
lions for  the  Maori  war.  If  ever  there  was  a 
productive  expenditure,  that  is  the  most  pro- 
ductive of  all ;  because  people  must  know  that 
but  for  the  expenditure  of  that  money,  sup- 
plemented to  an  enormous  extent  by  English 
money  and  blood,  the  North  Island  would  not 
have  been  worth  living  in  by  this  time, 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  ought  to  have  been  borne 
by  the  Empire,  and  not  by  the  colony. 

Mr.  WASON.— The  Empire  has  behaved  ex- 
ceedingly well  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
in  handing  to  a  small  handful  of  people  this 
magnificent  country  as  a  heritage  to  do  as  we 
please  with.  It  is  a  great  act  of  generosity  on 
the  part  of  the  Imperial  Government,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  becomes  the  Right  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier to  throw  that  in  the  face  of  the  Imperial 
Government,  especially  after  the  honours.which 
have  been  showered  upon  him — to  say  that  we 
ought  to  ask  the  Imperial  Government  to  repay 
that  money  to  the  colony.  I  do  not  wish  to 
weary  the  House  by  going  through  all  these 
details.  There  is  not  a  single  item  the  position 
of  which  might  not  be  transposed.  There  is  the 
item  of  "Defence,  £1,638,000,"  for  instance. 
Why,  Sir,  if  it  were  not  for  defence  and  the 
Imperial  defences  our  lives  and  properties 
would  not  be  worth  a  day's  purchase.  We 
should  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  third-  or  fourth- 
rate  European  Power  who  is  only  hankering 
after  this  territory,  which  they  might  fancy  is 
being  run  by  theorists,  and  socialists,  and 
faddists.  I  will  not  weary  the  House  by  going 
into  these  details,  but  I  may  say  that  every  one 
of  these  things  upon  which  expenditure  has 
been  made  in  the  country  has  oeen  more  or 
less  reproductive,  except  the  money  which  has 
been  wasted  on  harbours.  I  do  not  think  the 
Premier  is  responsible  for  that,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  we  ought  to  go 
back  upon.  It  is  all  ancient  history.  These 
things  that  were  done  were  done  by  our  pre- 
decessors here,  and  it  does  not  become  us  now 
to  go  back  on  those  occurrences.  I  say,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  members — notably 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  (Mr. 
Montgomery)  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  —  almost  every 
speech  delivered  has  been  a  criticism,  not 
upon  what  the  present  Opposition  are  doing, 
not  upon  what  the  present  Opposition  has 
said,  but  what  was  done  by  this  and  that  party 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  Everything  that 
was. wrongly  done  has  been  attributed  to  the 
Mr.  Wason 


honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  hia 
friends.  Those  people  with  whom  he  has 
probably  shaken  hands  or  taken  a  cup  of  tea 
are  now  called  his  friends,  and  they  are  the- 
men,  we  are  told,  who  robbed  the  country.  The 
country  is  sick  of  this  detestable  harking  back. 
What  we  want  to  deal  with  is  the  legislation  of 
the  present. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  wretched  past  is  against 
you  ;  that  is  why. 

Mr.  WASON. — There  is  no  wretched  past. 
The  Premier  knows  it  just  as  well  as  I  do.  This 
country  has  got  a  magnificent  past  to  look  back 
upon.  He  has  been  here  a  little  longer  than  I 
have — ^he  said  he  arrived  in  1866,  and  I  arrived 
in  the  following  year — and  any  one  who  com- 
pares the  condition  of  the  country  then  with 
the  state  of  things  existing  now  cannot  get  up 
in  this  Assembly  and  honestly  say  that  the 
history  of  this  country  has  been  wretched  so- 
far  as  the  past  is  concerned.  I  say  we  have  a 
magnificent  past  to  look  back  upon,  and  the 
work  done  in  this  country  has  been  equalled 
by  very  few  countries  in  the  world.  If  we  look 
back  and  consider  what  the  condition  of  the 
country  was  twenty-five  years  sgo  and  what  it 
is  now,  I  say  it  almost  equals  the  stories  we 
have  read  about  progress  in  America.  It  is 
perfectly  marvellous  when  one  compares  (he 
condition  of  the  country  twenty-five  years  ago 
with  its  condition  to-day. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — In  borrowing  and  squander- 
ing it  has  in  the  past  been  marvellous. 

Mr.  WASON.— It  ill  becomes  the  Premier 
to  start  the  question  of  borrowing,  because  I 
think  that  should  be  a  very  sore  subject  with 
him  at  the  present  time,  considering  that  be 
and  his  friends  have  borrowed — and,  shall  I 
say,  squandered — more  than  any  previous  Go- 
vernment. The  Premi^  says  they  have 
borrowed  for  reproductive  works ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  it  is  borrowing,  and  it  amounts  to  exactly 
the  same  thing,  and  the  Premier  knows  it. 
Here  we  are  four  or  five  weeks  in  session  and 
absolutely  nothing  done.  Why  is  this  ?  Why 
have  we  not  had  all  the  Bills  which  have 
been  referred  to?  There  is  another  Legisla- 
tive Chamber,  and  why  have  they  not  been 
going  through  the  various  Bills  which  it  is 
said  we  shall  be  asked  to  consider?  There 
is  a  whole  sheaf  of  social  legislation  referred 
to  this  Committee  and  to  that  Committee, 
and  nothing  is  absolutely  being  done.  The 
whole  of  that  legislation,  Sir,  should  have- 
been  referred  to  and  put  through  the  mill  in 
another  place,  and  then  come  down  to  us  here, 
and  the  progress  of  legislation  would  be 
materially  advanced.  But  nothing  of  that 
kind  has  been  done.  The  gentlemen  in  another 
place  have  had  an  enforced  holiday  for  a  fort- 
night at  a  time  when  they  might  have  been 
considering  the  proposed  legislation  of  the  ses- 
sion. That  would  have  expedited  matters  ;  but 
instead  of  that  they  have  done  nothing,  while 
we  have  been  doing  almost  worse  than  nothing 
— listening  to  the  stonewalling  tactics  of  the 
Premier.  I  do  not  understand  why  honourable 
members  laugh.  I  will  tell  them  why  they 
laugh  —  because    they    have    been    trying    to 
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amuige  mAtters.  Allusion  haa  been  made  to 
the  letters  that  have  passed  between  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  honourable  member  for  Ghiist- 
choroh  City,  and  I  am  willing  to  acoept  the 
Premier's  assoranoe  that  the  letters  he  received 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  statement 
he  made  to  the  House  on  the  day  he  received 
that  intimation  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristohurch  City.  But  I  would  ask  mem- 
bers of  the  House  and  the  country  to  consider 
what  transpired  before  the  letters  came.  What 
about  that  meeting  which  took  place  on  the 
Friday  night,  when  an  influential  depu- 
tation of  the  Premier's  own  supporters  waited, 
not  upon  the  Premier — for  I  do  not  think  they 
dared  to  face  him  —  but  upon  his  colleague, 
and  they  virtually  took  him  by  the  throat  and 
shook  him  ?  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  oc- 
curred :  The  Minister  said  he  would  place  it 
before  his  colleagues  at  once.  Mr.  Hogg— with 
emphasis  ;  and  Mr.  Hogg  is  a  gentleman  who, 
it  will  be  granted,  can  speak  with  emphasis : 
"There  is  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of 
members.*'  A  little  later  another  gentleman, 
who  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Government, 
lays  emphatically,  "  We  are  agreed  it'  should 
be  an  exhaustive  tribunal."  That  meetinfir 
took  place,  I  understand,  on  Friday,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  generally  conceded  there  is 
Bome  connection  between  that  and  the  Pre- 
mier's decision,  if  there  is  none  between  his 
auionncement  and  the  letters. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  last  time  you  spoke 
you  said  I  was  autocratic. 

Mr.  WASON.— You  wanted  time.  You 
wished  to  have  an  excuse  for  preventing  pro- 
gress with  the  business  of  the  country,  so  that 
you  might  have  time  to  arrange  matters  with 
these  gentlemen.  That  is  why  you  have  caused 
obstruction  to  business ;  you  have  been  trying 
to  get  a  majority.  Does  any  honourable  mem- 
ber think  that  meeting  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Premier's  declaration  ?  And  I  must 
say  that  I  sympathize  very  much  indeed  with 
the  Minister  of  Defence  in  this  matter.  I  should 
have  refused  absolutely  to  have  allowed  this 
Commission.  Had  it  come  up  before  the  House 
I  should  certainly  have  voted  against  the  set- 
ting-up of  this  Commission,  and  I  will  tell 
700  why.  It  is  striking  at  the  root  of  all 
proper  administration  to  inquire  into  a  charge 
levelled  against  the  police  when  the  principal 
offender  is  the  man  who  was  in  charge  of 
tbe  department.  The  point  is  that  grave 
charges  were  levelled  against  the  administration 
of  a  department,  and  if  there  is  any  man  in  the 
country  who  should  have  been  aware  of  this 
maladministration,  and  who  should  have  been 
held  responsible  for  that,  and  have  been 
arraigned  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  it 
is  the  Premier  himself.  It  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  police ;  it  is  the  fault  of  the  head  of  the 
administration.  I  was  intensely  gratified  at 
the  Premier's  statement  that  no  political  inter- 
ference would  be  allowed  in  the  future  in  the 
management  of  the  police.  I  hope  the  Premier 
will  see  that  this  is  carried  out,  and  not  only 
stop  interference  with  the  police,  but  with  any 
department   of    the    public    service     in    this 


country.  There  is  one  point  I  was  sorry  to  see- 
was  not  touched  upon  in  this  debate,  and  that 
is  the  constitution  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  members  to  that  Chamber  after 
being  defeated  at  the  elections.  I  am  nob 
going  to  touch  upon  that,  but  I  say  this: 
The  country  demands  an  alteration  in  that 
Chamber,  and  they  look  to  the  Premier 
to  bring  it  about.  They  are  perfectly  sick  of 
the  nominees  that  are  being  foisted  on  the 
other  Chamber  by  the  Ministry  of  the  day». 
and  they  demand  that  it  is  high  time  that  if  a 
second  Chamber  is  to  exist  at  all  that  Cham- 
ber should  in  some  way  be  representative  of 
the  manhood  and  the  womanhood  of  this  colony^ 
and  not  elected,  as  at  present,  at  the  will  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  day.  I  believe  the  Premier  has 
said  80  himself  on  more  than  one  occasion ;  I 
have  not  looked  up  Hansard  on  the  subject^, 
but  I  think  that  if  one  chose  to  go  to  that 
quarter  it  would  be  found  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  hs^  taken  that  view  of  the  matter. 
I  believe,  then,  that  the  sooner  an  altered  state 
of  afiairs  is  brought  about  the  better  it  will  be- 
for  the  country.  Speaking  on  this  point  in  the 
country,  I  said,  as  I  say  now,  that  I  do  not- 
care  what  form  of  election  is  adopted  so  long 
as  those  members  are  elected  and  there  is  life 
infused  into  that  Chamber.  As  it  is  now,  Uie 
Ministry  are  endeavouring  to  lower  it  in  every 
way  they  possibly  can ;  and  the  sooner  that 
legislation  is  brought  to  bear  on  the  ques- 
tion the  better.  I  think  the  other  Chamber 
would  cordially  support  it  themselves.  There 
is  one  point  which  is  not  in  the  Budget,  but  to- 
which  reference  was  made  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  also  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce — the  question  of  free-trade.  I  say 
at  once  I  am  not  a  Free-trader.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  its  principles,  and  I  heartily  sympathize 
with  the  Premier  when  he  says  that  he  is  not 
going  to  have  this  country  made  the  dumping- 
ground  for  the  cheap  merchandise  of  foreign 
countries.  I  think  it  is  just  as  well  to  be 
dtraigbtforward  about  these  things,  so  that  we 
may  know  where  we  are.  I  think  the  free- 
trade  policy  of  the  Old  Country  has  not  done 
for  it  what  it  wSiS  expected  it  would  do.  It 
has  induced  enormous  congregations  of  people* 
round  certain  centres,  and  it  has  caused  tike- 
building  of  numerous  factories,  and,  unless  an^ 
outlet  can  be  found  for  the  output  of  these  fac- 
tories, we  find  the  result  to  be  anything  but  satis- 
factory ;  and,  not  only  that,  but  trade  id  driven 
away.  India,  Japan,  and  China  are  now  the 
places  where  people  go  to  manufacture  cheaf^ 
goods.  Even  in  fencing- wire — coming  down 
from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous — it  is  only 
the  other  day  that  we  could  not  buy  a  yard 
of  English  wire  in  Christchurch— it  was  all 
the  German  article.  I  do  not  approve  of 
that.  That  is  a  point  upon  which  1  difEexr 
from  Captain  Bussell  and  Mr.  Allen,  th& 
honourable  member  for  Bruce.  As  far  ae  1 
know,  the  question  of  the  Right  Hon.  the? 
Premier's  expenses  has  never  been  discuseed^ 
among  the  Opposition  members,  but  it  has. 
I  been  alluded  to  on  the  other  side  of  the  Houser 
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by  those  gentlemeD  who  compose  what  is  called 
the  "left  wing,"  and  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  stating  that  I  do  not  believe  in  redac- 
ing  the  amount,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it  as 
it  stands  on  the  estimates.  In  the  Bud- 
get we  find  that  the  first  matter  of  any  im- 
portance is  that  of  light  railways,  and  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  is  behaving 
badly  to  the  people  of  the  country  on  this 
subject.  He  is  leading  the  people  all  over  the 
colony  to  believe  that  the  Government  are 
going  in  for  a  policy  of  light  railways ;  and  here 
€kgain  he  brings  in  an  amount  of  controversial 
matter  that  one  would  not  have  expected.  He 
says  that  the  average  cost  of  the  construction 
of  these  railways  is  £7,000  per  mile,  but  that 
by  reducing  the  cuttings  and  embankments  the 
«jnount  will  not  exceed  £3,500  per  mile.  But 
in  the  name  of  common  -  sense,  I  ask  any 
honourable  member,  is  it  possible  to  make 
embankments  and  cuttings  for  less  money  in 
the  one  case  than  in  the  other  if,  as  we  are 
told,  they  might  be  used  for  a  heavier  railway 
later  ?  I  think  the  Premier  is  not  behaving 
fairly  to  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  if  he 
once  starts  a  loan  policy,  unless  he  fairly  ear- 
marks the  money  for  certain  works,  he  will 
find  himself  inundated  with  demands  from  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  not  start  the  policy 
of  large  borrowing,  and  then  I  shall  not  be 
inundated  with  applications. 

Mr.  WASON.-Then,  why  talk  about  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— For  the  public  information. 

Mr.  WASON.— Yes,  that  is  what  I  say— you 
fitart  us  talking  about  a  thing  and  then  you 
blame  us  for  obstructing.  There  is  another 
point  about  the  railways  on  which  I  should  like 
to  make  one  or  two  remarks,  and  it  is  this : 
that,  although  I  was  always  in  favour  of  the 
-Commissioners  and  against  the  Minister  taking 
over  control,  I  should  not  be  in  favour  of  any 
sweeping  alteration  in  the  present  system. 
The  present  Minister  of  Railways  has,  in  my 
opinion,  shown  that  with  a  capable  General 
Manager  the  railways  can  be  carried  on  very 
well  indeed.  As  far  as  I  know  they  are  well 
managed,  but  I  trust  that  the  Premier  will 
impress  on  his  colleague— of  whom  I  can  speak 
only  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise,  and  all 
who  have  had  communications  with  him  will 
agree  with  me — that  the  same  rule  should  be 
applied  to  the  Railway  Department  as  to  the 
Police  Department,  and  that  no  political 
interference  will  be  allowed  in  the  railway 
administration.  Sir,  it  is  the  constant  inter- 
ference on .  the  part  of  honourable  members 
of  this  House  that  is  sapping  the  very 
life  out  of  the  service;  and  if  this  state 
of  things  goes  on  in  the  railways  we  shall 
have  in  this  department  a  repetition  of  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  afiairs  tbat  now  exists 
among  the  police.  The  General  Manager  of 
railways  should  be  absolutely  supreme  In  his 
department,  and  in  matters  of  detail  members 
of  this  House  should  have  not  the  slightest 
right  to  interfere.  The  same  rule  should  apply 
to  matters  of  defence.  Now  that  we  have  a 
gentleman  here,  who  has,  it  is  true,  been 
Mr.  Wasofi 


scoffed  at  in  more  than  one  quarter,  we  ousht 
to  allow  him  to  give  us  the  full  benefit  of  nis 
experience  and  his  technical  knowledge,  and 
we  should  not  allow,  except  in  matters  of 
policy,  the  head  of  the  department  to  be 
meddled  with  in  any  way  whatever.  If  any 
other  course  is  pursued  I  am  sure  that  diffi- 
culty will  arise.  In  the  matter  of  administra- 
tion I  hold  that  the  Government  have  done 
more  harm  than  in  anything  else.  I  blame 
them  for  their  administration  more  than  for 
their  legislation.  It  is  said  as  a  sneer  that 
we  have  no  particular  fault  to  find  with  the 
legislation  of  the  Government,  and  I  say  that 
although  we  may  not  agree  with  it  it  is  there, 
and  we  have  to  make  the  best  of  it ;  but  I  re- 
peat that  the  administration  is  exceedingly 
unsatisfactory,  and  that  the  sooner  the  Premier 
realises  with  every  department  what  he  has 
realised  with  regard  to  the  Police  Department 
the  sooner  will  the  results  be  satisfactory  to 
himself  and  his  colleagues.  I  do  warn  him  for 
his  own  good  that  the  sooner  he  realises  the 
importance  of  not  interfering,  and  of  getting 
the  best  subordinates  and  leaving  them  a  free 
hand,  it  will  be  very  much  better  for  the  whole 
administrative  policy  of  the  country.  Coming 
. .  Q  again  to  the  question  of  the  railways, 
'  I  find  there  is  one  subject  dealt  with 
here  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  manner,  and 
that  is  the  question  of  the  Midland  Rail- 
way. I  did  hope  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  went  Home  that  he  would  have 
found  the  means  to  have  done  something  in 
reference  to  the  construction  and  completion 
of  that  line  of  railway,  thereby  doing  away  with 
the  great  injustice  that  the  company  and  the 
debenture-holders  are  suffering  at  present  from 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  I  wish  to  reiterate, 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  that  the  colony  is 
responsible  for  that  railway,  for  its  construction 
and  maintenance ;  and  the  good  faith  of  the 
colony  is  pledged  to  it.  Here  is  the  Statement 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which  shows 
that  he  has  absolutely  done  nothing,  and  that 
the  matters  in  connection  with  that  railway 
exist  now  in  the  same  unsatisfactory  position 
that  they  existed  in  before  he  went  Home.  He 
tells  us  here  that  the  debenture-holders  may 
take  steps  under  section  124  of  **  The  Rail- 
ways Construction  and  Land  Act,  1881."  He 
will  allow  them  to  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
It  is  very  questionable  if  they  can.  That  is  no 
way  whatever  to  treat  a  number  of  people  at 
Home  who  have  invested  their  money  in  this 
undertaking,  relying  upon  the  good  faith  and 
the  good  feeling  which  exist  in  this  country. 
I  do  think  it  is  quite  time  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  step  in  and  relieve  as  far  as 
they  possibly  can  the  Colony  of  New  ZesJand 
from  the  stigma  under  which  it  is  at  present 
suffering  through  the  attitude  that  has  bo  far 
been  maintained  on  this  matter.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  done  that 
which  would  have  been  worth  ten  times  the 
amount  of  the  cost  of  his  late  trip  Home  if 
he  had  settled  this  question  on  a  fair  and 
equitable  basis;  and  it  is  his  own  opinion  that 
this  should  be  done.     I  find  that,  in  a  few 
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remarks  that  he  made  upon  the  oonstruotion  of 
this  line,  he  said— I  quote  from  Hansard — 
**  There  will  be  work  found  for  two  thousand 
men."     Well,  that  line  is  of  enormous  import- 
ance to  the  colony.    Again,  he  says,  "  We  lost 
144  of  oar  population  more  than  came  to  the 
colony  last  month."    And  that  is  a  serious  con- 
sideration.   And,  again,  he  said,  **  Pass  this  Bill, 
and  I  say  the  Otira  Gorge  will  be  a  second  Gool- 
gardie."    Now,  if  honourable  members  will  only 
think  what  a  second  Goolgardie  half-way  be- 
tween Ghristohurch  and  Hokitika  would  mean 
to  this  colony,  they  will  see,  at  any  rate,  the 
importance  of   undertaking    the  construction 
of  this  railway ;  and,  as  the  people  interested 
are  only  asking  for  a  guarantee  of  a  compara- 
tively small  sum  for  ten  years,  if  honourable 
members    will    only    think    what    a    second 
Ooolgardie,  especially  one  at  our  very  doors, 
would  be   they  will  see  that  ic  would  bring  a 
wave  of  prosperity  over  the  country,  the  extent 
and  value  of  which  they  can  hardly  realise. 
The  honourable  gentleman  speaks  with  great 
knowledge  of  this  matter  also,  and  says,  *'  If  we 
fixed  the  matter  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  this 
Bill  we  shall  set  free  five  million  acres  of  land 
fer  settlement  purposes."    Well,  I  think,  if  five 
million  acres  of  land  for  settlement  had  been 
settled  upon,  instead  of  the  Government  taking 
land  as  they  have  done  in  connection  with 
land-purchase,  that  would  have  been  an  ex- 
cellent   thing.    Five    million    acres    of    land 
opened  for  settlement  would  have  settled  a 
very  large  population,  and  would  have  satis- 
fied   the    earth-hunger    of    those    who     are 
denrous    of    settling    on    the    land    to    an 
enormous    extent,  and  have  relieved  the   de- 
partment of  much  of  the  trouble  they  have 
had  in  connection  with  land-settlement.    I  do 
sincerely  hope,  before  the  House  parts,  that 
the  Premier  will   be  able  to  assure  us  that 
something  will  be  done  with  reference  to  this 
railway,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
debenture-holders  and  the  company,  but  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the   settlement  of  the 
country,  and  especially  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the   good   faith    of   the    colony,  which  is 
pledged  to  its  construction.    In  season  and  out 
of  season,  I  trust  this  important  work  will  be 
urged  on  the  Government;   and  if  only  the 
great  centre  of  Ghristohurch  would  but  wake 
up  to  its  importance  and  would  bring  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  Government  so  strong  that  they 
would  not  be  able  to  resist  it,  then  some  real 
progress  would  be  made.    If  the  honourable 
members  for  Ghristohurch  will  write  a  letter 
on  the  subject,  and  wait  on  the  Government  in 
the  form  of  a  deputation,  perhaps  something 
might  be  done  towards  forwarding  this  work. 
At  any  rate  we  must,  as  far  as  we  possibly  can, 
see  that  justice  is  done  to  the  debenture-holders, 
and  we  should  urge  action  being  taken  by  the 
Government  not  only  from  the  point  of  view 
of  advantage  to  the  country,  but  also  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  good  faith  of  the  country. 
There  is  another  important  point  with  refer- 
eoce  to  which  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  quote 
the  remarks  of  the  Premier,  for,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, I  do  not  believe  in  hansardising  any  one, 


but  when  one  finds  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man so  thoroughly  in  accord  with  one's  own 
views  I  think  it  msy  be  well  to  do  so.  It  is 
with  respect  to  the  ocean  mail-services.  I  do 
not  think  the  Premier  is  taking  up  a  line  now 
with  reference  to  this  matter  worthy  of  him 
or  the  high  position  he  holds.  He  absolutely 
gives  us  no  indication  of  what  the  Government 
mean  to  do  in  the  matter  of  the  ocean  mail- 
services.  He  has  given  us  a  variety  of  infor- 
mation about  the  difierent  mail- services — in- 
formation which  is  more  or  less  incorrect — 
some  of  it  is  correct  certainly,  but  some  of  it 
is  very  misleading.  Take  the  FrMsco  service. 
He  would  lead  people  to  believe  that  the  trade 
between  Auckland  and  Fr'isco  amounted  to 
£200,000  in  1891,  and  last  year  it  had  doubled. 
I  am  credibly  informed  that  that  represents 
the  whole  trsyde  with  America,  and  has  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  do  with  the  Fr'isco  service. 
I  do  sincerely  trust  he  will  give  the  House 
a  lead  in  this  matter,  and  not  throw  it  down 
as  a  bone  of  contention,  and,  so  to  speak, 
go  on  a  fishing  expedition  for  votes,  as  has  been 
done  already  with  respect  to  this  service.  My 
own  view  is  that  we  should  have  a  first-class 
service  between  Wellington  and  Sydney,  con- 
necting with  the  big  liners,  and  that  would 
give  us  all  we  want  in  the  way  of  mail-service. 
Bvery  week  there  is  a  first-class  line  of 
steamers  leaving  Australia  for  England.  There 
are  the  Orient,  and  P.  and  0.,  and  several  other 
fine  lines  of  steamers  running  between  Aus- 
tralia and  England.  If  we  were  in  connec- 
tion with  such  a  line  of  steamers,  we  should 
then  be  in  touch  with  the  whole  globe.  I  say 
we  are  now  heavily  handicapped  with  reference 
to  our  ocean  mail-services.  The  Premier  goes 
much  further  with  respect  to  this  matter 
than  I  do.  He  says,  *'  Thousands  of  Austra- 
lians who  now  went  to  Tasmania  would  come 
here."  "It  was  a  matter  of  great  moment 
to  the  colony,  and  he  would  see  to  it." 
That  was  said  in  reply  to  a  question  asking 
him  whether  he  would  lay  before  the  House  an 
approximate  of  the  cost  of  establishing  a  first- 
class  steam-service  between  New  Zealand  and 
Australia.  I  hope  before  long  he  will  be  able 
to  tell  us  what  a  first-class  service  will  cost, 
and  whether  we  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
voting  upon  it.  We  are  treated  to  a  large 
paragraph  about  the  freight  question.  That 
paragraph,  Sir,  is  distinctly  misleading.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Wairarapa  also 
takes  an  extreme  view  upon  this  question, 
and  he  has  published  a  paper  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  makes  out  tnat  the  loss  sus- 
tained on  freights  amounts  to  about  a  quarter 
of  a  million  of  money,  compared  with  the 
rates  prevailing  between  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne. Well,  Sir,  that  is  quite  a  moderate 
estimate  compared  with  that  made  by  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  because  he  makes  it  a 
loss  of  half  a  million  of  money  to  the  producers 
of  New  Zealand,  which  he  says  they  pay  more 
than  the  producers  of  Australia.  Well,  it  can- 
not be  too  strongly  urged  upon  honourable 
members  that  what  brings  down  the  freights 
to  the  low  rates  there  are  these  enormously 
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subsidised  steamers,  whioh  are  leaving  every 
week,  and  which  must  be  filled  with  cargo  at 
almost  any  rate.  I  cannot  think  for  a  moment 
that  the  Premier's  figures  with  reference  to  this 
particular  question  are  correct.  He  has  pro- 
mised to  lay  on  the  table  a  return  prepared  by 
Mr.  Glasgow,  which  will  bear  out  his  view,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  to  see  that.  It  is  a  very  serious 
allegation  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  make,  that  the  shipping  companies  have 
abstracted  from  the  pockets  of  the  producers 
something  like  half  a  million  of  money.  I 
believe  the  statement  is  entirely  misleading 
and  incorrect,  and  that  with  the  information  at 
his  command  he  was  not  justified  in  making  it. 
The  freights  here  are  very  considerably  more 
than  those  in  Australia;  but  what  brings  the 
freight  down  there  is  the  heavily-subsidised 
ocean-steamers.  I  do  not  think  that  any  good 
will  be  done  to  the  colony  by  this  statement 
made  by  the  Premier,  that  this  half-million 
more  is  charged  than  ought  to  be  charged.  I 
trust  there  will  be  no  misleading  the  House  on 
this  question  of  cheap  freights,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  question  of  Australian  rates  comes 
into  the  matter.  Now  we  come  to  a  question 
that  has  vexed  this  House  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  that  is  the  department  of  forests 
and  forestry.  I  think  this  is  really  going  back 
to  what  is  called  ancient  history.  It  is  some 
twenty  years  ago  since  this  question  was 
brought  forward  by  Sir  Julius  Yogel.  Nothing 
was  done  then,  and  nothing,  I  think,  will  be 
done  now.  I  do  not  think  the  Government  is 
prepared  or  the  country  is  prepared  to  establish 
an  important  department  of  forestry.  I  think 
there  is  a  feeling  all  over  the  country  and 
amongst  all  the  people  of  the  country  against 
starting  more  departments,  making  more  billets 
and  appointing  more  inspectors.  A  great 
deal  might  be  done  by  encouraging  private 
enterprise,  by  encouraging  settlers  to  plant, 
and  possibly  by  doing  something  through  the 
local  bodies,  which  has  been  done  with  much 
success  in  the  Canterbury  and  Otago  Districts. 
But  I  do  not  believe  the  country  would  tolerate 
for  a  moment  the  inauguration  of  a  large 
department  under  the  present  Government  or 
under  any  other  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment themselves  are  the  very  worst  offenders 
in  this  respect.  If  honourable  members  will 
only  read  a  little  further  down  the  Financial 
Statement  they  will  find  there,  on  page  18, 
with  reference  to  the  Lands  Improvement 
Account,  that  a  block  of  land  containing 
2,817  acres  was  selected  near  Taihape,  in  the 
Awarua  country,  for  improvement,  and  that 
the  block  is  being  felled,  and  part  of  it  will  be 
burned  and  grassed  during  the  coming  summer. 
So  that,  while  on  the  one  hand  you  are  talking 
of  forestry,  here  is  another  paragraph  which 
says  a  block  of  land  has  been  selected  and  is 
being  felled  and  burned.  Is  there  any  common- 
sense  or  any  reason  in  that  ?  That  is  to  be  done, 
and  in  the  Awarua  district  too.  I  think  that  is 
anomalous,  talking  of  forestry  and  protecting 
our  forests,  and  putting  on  men  under  the  co- 
operative system  or  in  some  other  way  to  cut 
down,  to  fell  and  bum  the  timber.  I  do  not 
Mr  Wason 


think  the  oountry  will  realise  that  there  ia 
any  sincerity  in  the  proposal,  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  and  all  the  Gfovernments,  had 
been  the  worst  offenders  with  reference  to  thia 
matter— it  is  not  the  private  individuals  but 
Governments  that  ofiend  most— on  the  one 
hand  they  put  all  this  bathos  here  in  reference- 
to  forestry,  and  then  say  they  have  just  de- 
stroyed two  thousand  acres  of  timber.  I  do  trust 
honourable  members  will  see  that  there  is  no 
humbug  of  that  sort  allowed  to  take  place  in 
future.  There  is  plenty  of  land  without  destroy^ 
ing  forests  that  would  come  in  in  later  times 
and  for  future  generations.  Honourable  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House  have  attacked 
members  on  this  side  with  reference  to  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  and  our  views  with 
regard  to  it.  I  for  one  hold  the  view  that  it  ia 
a  matter  not  lightly  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  Pre- 
mier has  dealt  with  it  in  his  Budget.  It  is  a 
serious  and  grave  question;  and  when  he  in> 
troduoed  his  Bill  last  year  the  Premier  was  evi- 
dently of  that  opinion .  This  year  he  has  simply 
thrown  down  £120,000  as  it  were  for  a  soramble. 
I  do  not  think  the  people  of  the  country  will 
stand  an  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  inaugurated  in 
this  fashion.  The  matter  must  be  treated  more 
carefully,  and  requires  careful  thought  and  far- 
seeing  consideration ;  the  Bill  should  not  be 
one  passed  to-day  and  repealed  next  year,  and  so 
on.  If  we  are  to  have  a  Pensions  Bill  it  must  be 
a  Bill  for  all  time.  Whatever  Bill  is  brought 
forward  I  shall  give  it  my  most  serious  oon* 
sideration.  But  it  is  not  right  or  fair  for  honour- 
able members  opposite  to  attack  us  as  they  have 
done,^to  accuse  us  for  electioneering  purposes^ 
it  cannot  be  for  any  other  reason, — ^and  criti- 
cize our  possible  action  as  they  have  done,  until 
they  know  what  we  are  going  to  do.  My  own 
view  in  regard  to  the  Bill  is  this  :  It  appeara 
the  Premier  has  thrown  down  the  £130,000  in 
the  way  he  has  done  so  that  members  on 
various  sides  of  the  House  should  give  him  a- 
policy  in  reference  to  it.  I  do  not  think  any 
Bill  will  be  satisfactory  which  does  away  with 
local  control  and  the  power  and  privilege  of 
people  in  various  districts.  It  can  only  be  an 
adjunct  to  charitable  aid,  and  it  is  not  fair  or 
right  to  treat  it  in  any  other  way.  If  you  make 
it  applicable  universally  to  every  one  it  will 
simply  become  a  burden  that  the  finances  of 
no  country  could  stand.  If  it  is  simply  treated 
as  a  means  of  making  life  more  pleasant  in 
their  declining  years  for  people  who  have  done 
good  service  to  the  country,  and  who  are  in 
need  of  assistance  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  or  circumstances  over  which  they  have  no 
control,  making  it  an  adjunct  to  charitable 
aid,  I  entirely  agree  with  the  scheme,  and 
will  be  willing  to  help  it  in  every  shape  or  form. 
I  cannot  understand  the  remarks  made  in 
reference  to  this  question  as  if  it  were  a  8tigma> 
to  give  charity,  it  is  nothing  of  the  sort ;  the 
feeling  of  charity  is  one  of  the  noblest  that  is 
implanted  in  our  breasts ;  and  it  will  be  not  at 
all  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  if  you 
reconsider  the  constitution  of  Charitable  Aid 
Boards,  and  give  them  power  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  and,  instead  of  throwing  this  £120,000 
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on  the  floor  of  the  House  to  be  scrambled  for, 
if  we  band  the  money  over  to  the  Charitable 
Aid  Boards  throughout  the  colony  and  allow 
them  to  give  old  men  and  women  a  pension 
where  necessary.  In  the  meantime,  I  ao  hope 
honourable  members,  on  this  side  of  the  House 
at  any  rate,  will  be  quite  willing  %o  support 
tins  money  going  to  the  Ohekritable  Aid 
Boards  throughout  the  country  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  and  the  distressed;  and  I  can 
assure  honourable  members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  that  we  on  this  side  have  as  much 
appreciation  of  the  troubles  of  the  poor  as  they 
can  have,  and  in  our  own  way  do  our  best  to 
aid  them.  There  is  only  one  point  more  I  wish 
to  refer  to  before  bringing  my  remarks  to  a 
close,  cknd  that  is  with  reference  to  the  land 
policy  of  the  Government.  And  on  this  point 
I  may  claim  to  speak  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  knowledge,  because  ever  since  I 
have  been  in  the  country — some  thirty  years— 
I  have  taken  a  very  keen  and  active  interest  in 
the  matter.  I  certckinly  think  Hie  Minister  of 
Lands  has  done  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
good  in  settling  the  country  and  the  purchasing 
of  great  estates.  But  his  system  is  capable  of 
improvement,  and,  I  am  sure,  if  he  were  here 
himself,  he  would  be  the  first  to  say  so:  all 
systems  are  capable  of  improvement.  I  do  not 
want  to  say  anything  at  all  in  disparagement 
of  the  system ;  but  I  think  it  is  capable  of 
great  improvement,  and  I  wish  to  point  out  to 
him  a  few  ways  in  which,  in  my  opinion,  that 
improvement  can  be  best  brought  about.  The 
first  question  to  deal  with  is  the  question  of 
finance.  Any  land-settlement  scheme  to  be 
successful  must  be  done  on  a  fair  basis.  I  will 
tell  you  what  he  could  do  almost  immediately, 
at  least,  considering  the  power  the  Government 
possess  and  the  support  they  would  get  from 
many  honourable  members  in  that  respect,  and 
it  would  be  this:  to  do  away  with  the  whole,  of 
this  Assets  Board  and  pay  off  the  Assets  Board 
with  New  Zealand  Consols  and  inscribed  stock. 
Let  the  Minister  of  Lands  pay  this  money  over 
to  them  and  take  over  the  Assets  Board  under 
his  whole  control  and  administer  it  himself.  I 
would  infinitely  prefer  to  see  the  Minister  of 
Lands  administering  the  estates  of  the  Assets 
Board  and  clear  them  ofi  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  account  altogether.  Then  things 
would  not  go  on  in  the  unsatisfactory  way 
that  they  are.  Up  to  the  dlst  March,  1895-96, 
the  Assets  Board  only  seem  to  have  sold  sixty- 
three  thousand  pounds*  worth  of  land,  and 
from  last  March  to  July,  1896,  they  only  sold 
fifteen  thousand  pounds'  worth.  I  say  that  is 
a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  have  sold  properties 
which  have  realised  £250,000. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  was  reading  the  returns ;  I 
understand  that  is  a  later  figure.  But  even  if 
that  ia  so,  it  is  infinitely  better  to  take  over  the 
whole  control  of  the  Assets  Board  and  issue 
incribed  stock  for  the  value  of  the  properties. 
You  would  then  have  an  enormous  estate  on  your 
hands  for  settlement,  which  you  could  settle  as 
you  pleased.  Another  way  in  which  you  could 
do  an  immense  amount  of  good  to  this  country 


in  reference  to  the  settlement  of  the  land,  and 
that  is  by  passing  a  short  enactment  prevent- 
ing companies  or  banks  or  mortgagees  from 
holding  land  for  their  own  benefit  for  more 
than  a  certain  time.  The  Government  ought  to 
take  power  to  compel  every  mortgagee  to  realise 
the  estate,  and  you  could  do  the  thing  perfectly 
fairly  by  giving  them  a  certain  time  in  which  to 
realise  the  estates.  If  they  could  not  be  realised 
within  that  time  I  would  be  perfectly  willing 
to  say  that  the  Government  should  take  power 
to  purchase  these  estates  at  a  fair  value.  It 
has  been  the  curse  of  this  country, — and  I  am 
not  saying  anything  against  the  Government 
at  all  in  this  matter, — but  what  has  been  the 
greatest  curse  has  been  the  aggregation  of  big 
estates,  not  in  the  hands  of  individual  pro- 
prietors, but  in  the  hands  of  large  companies. 
The  policy  has  been  that  these  companies, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  take  over  an  estate,  and 
wind  up  a  man  who  has  perhaps  been  working 
to  his  oest  advantage,  and  living  hard  and 
working  hard,  and  put  in  his  place  a  manager 
who  has  no  interest  in  the  concern  whatever 
except  to  get  his  wages  out  of  it.  This  is  a  very 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  and  it  would 
be  a  thousand  times  better  to  taJce  them  out 
of  their  hands,  and  do  away  with  the  banks 
or  companies  or  mortgagees  holding  these  es- 
tates. Now,  we  have  the  Treasurer's  assertion 
for  it — ^not  the  present  Treasurer,  but  when 
Mr.  Ward  held  the  portfolio— that  in  1895 
he  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  that 
"  In  my  opinion  the  present  position  of  the 
Assets  Board  is  very  far  from  satisfactory  ";  and 
I  think  it  very  far  from  satisfactory  still.  The 
administration  is  thoroughly  bad,  the  system 
under  which  you  work  it  is  thoroughly  bad ; 
and  if  we  take  the  Assets  Board  over  ourselves 
and  work  it  as  a  Government  department  we 
could  wind  the  whole  thing  up  in  about  three 
years.  As  it  is  now,  to  the  people  who  manage 
it  you  are  holding  out  a  direct  incentive  to 
hold  the  properties  in  their  hands  as  long  8is 
they  can,  and  the  sooner  the  Government  tako 
them  over  themselves  the  better.  There  is  one 
more  point  I  wish  to  mention,  and  on  this  I 
do  feel  very  strongly — it  was  partially  dealt 
with  by  my  friend  the  member  for  Kaiapoi; 
and  that  is,  that  the  settlers  of  this  country 
are  demanding  the  right  of  making  these  proper- 
ties, which  they  have  acquired  from  thu  Govern- 
ment under  the  system  of  lease  in  perpetuity, 
their  freeholds.  The  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  the  other  day,  speaking  on  this  ques- 
tion, spoke  very  strongly  against  the  aggregation 
of  large  estates  through  the  land  being  sold 
instead  of  being  leased  in  perpetuity.  There 
seems  to  be  a  little  confusion  between  the 
terms  "  perpetual  lease  "  and  "  lease  in  per- 
petuity," such  as  it  would  take  a  man  with  a 
little  more  knowledge  of  grammar  than  I  have 
to  understand.  I  quite  sympathize  with  tbo 
honourable  member  for  Masterton,  that  a  man 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  and  gather  up  the 
land  into  large  estates  after  it  has  once  been 
broken  up,  and  I  shall  be  perfectly  willing  to 
support  a  measure  to  prevent  more  than  a 
certain  area  being  acquired  by  one  man  ;  but  I 
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say  it  is  not  ireatiog  these  people  rightly  or 
fairly,  in  places  like  the  Cheviot  Estate,  for 
instance,  to  say  that  the  occupiers  there  shall 
never  become  freeholders.  It  was  said  by  one 
member  on  the  other  side,  **  But  look  at  the  re- 
Tenue  we  are  going  to  get  out  of  the  estate  in  the 
future."  Well,  Sir,  I  ask,  is  that  a  fair  way  to 
get  revenue  out  of  the  people  of  the  country, 
to  place  them  in  the  position  of  being  hard- 
taxed  tenants  all  their  lives  ?  Why,  we  came 
to  this  country  to  escape  the  payment  of  rents. 
It  is  the  hard-working  people  from  the  Old 
Country  who  have  made  this  country  what  ic 
is — who  came  here  to  get  their  freeholds,  and 
make  homes  for  themselves.  But  what  sort  of 
home  is  going  to  be  theirs  in  the  future  if  they 
are  going  to  be  everlastingly  harassed  by 
Government  inspectors,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see 
that  thev  are  carrying  out  the  conditions  ?  I 
say,  nothing  is  more  imperatively  demanded ; 
and  if  you  would  take  this  matter  into  your 
hands  and  pass  some  legislation— taking  care 
to  provide  against  these  lands  going  back  again 
into  large  holdings — because  it  is  quite  possible 
to  ear- mark  them,  and  to  say  that  this  special 
land  shall  only  be  for  the  landless — you  will, 
I  say,  be  conferring  a  great  and  lasting  benefit 
on  this  class  of  settlers.  It  is  all  quite  pos- 
sible. Then,  considering  these  tenants  are 
paying  5  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  land,  and 
if  we  remember  also  that  the  Government 
have  reduced  the  rates  on  money  invested  in 
the  Savings-Bank  to  2^  per  cent.,  I  think  we 
will  be  able  to  take  into  consideration  the  cir- 
cumstances of  these  poor  people.  They  are 
most  anxious  to  make  these  holdings  their 
freeholds,  and  are  desirous  while  they  are  in 
the  heyday  of  youth,  voung  and  vigorous,  of 
working  hard,  so  that  when  old  age  comes  upon 
them  they  will  have  something  to  rely  upon, 
instead  of  having  to  pay  everlasting  rents, 
which,  as  in  the  case  of  Cheviot,  are  very  heavy, 
amounting  in  some  cases  from  7s.  to  10s.  an 
acre.  I  say  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  incentives 
to  work  and  to  thrift.  Whereas,  if  you  say  to  a 
man,  '*  You  may  squander  your  money  or  do 
what  you  like  with  it,  but  you  cannot  put 
it  into  the  best  of  savings-banks,  that  of 
labour  and  of  farms,"  he  has  little  incentive  to 
work.  I  do  sincerely  entreat  the  Government, 
that  they  will,  while  they  have  it  in  their 
power,  so  to  speak,  put  a  crown  of  glory  on 
the  work  of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  It  is  not 
much  these  people  ask,  and  it  will  in  the  end 
be  to  the  general  advantage  of  the  whole  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony.  It  will  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  country  to  feel  that  we  have  a 
large  class  of  freeholders  amongst  us— people 
who  are  interested  in  the  country  —  people 
who  are  bound  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  country. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  have  these  leases  all 
over  the  country,  what  interest  can  our  settlers 
have  ?  Why,  directly  there  is  the  slightest  in- 
ducement held  out  over  in  Australia  they  might 
clear  out  and  leave  the  country  for  good.  I 
Jielieve,  if  you  will  only  introduce  this  class  of 
freeholders  into  the  country  you  will  be  doing 
an  immense  deal  of  good  not  only  to  them 
but  to  yourselves  and  the  whole  community. 
Mr.  Waaon 


11  80  ^^^^  reference  to  the  general  aspect 
*  of  the  case,  the  Opposition  only  wish 
to  reiterate  what  I  said  at  the  beginning — that 
I  think  it  is  a  thousand  pities  that  much  of 
the  legislation  we  have  haid  foreshadowed  has 
not  been  put  before  us,  and  an  endeavour  made 
to  put  it  before  the  country  so  that  we  would,  at 
any  rate,  know  what  the  views  of  the  people  are 
on  the  subject.  At  the  present  time  we  have  a 
mass  of  legislation  submitted  to  us  in  reguxi  to 
which  we  have  not  the  slightest  idea  how  the 
Government  wish  us  to  deal  with  it.  We  have 
got  a  Bill  for  the  protection  of  young  persons  ; 
we  have  got  another  Bill  to  repeal  an  objection- 
able Act;  and  another  Bill  to  amend  the 
Public  Health  Act.  These  three  must  be  taken 
together,  and  read  together,  and  passed  as 
one  thing.  They  are  all  closely  allied,  and 
I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  for  us  to  deal 
with  them  separately.  I  think  if  we  had 
the  three  Bills  before  us  we  should  be  able  to 
deal  with  them  and  discuss  them  very  much 
better  than  we  could  singly.  I  wish  to  say 
there  has  been  no  indication  on  the  part  of  the 
Opposition  to  advance  any  harassing  objec- 
tions to  the  Government  in  reference  to  these 
measures.  I  repeat  these  three  Bills  must  be 
read  and  considered  together,  as  unless  you  do 
that  you  will  find  yourselves  stranded  in  a  very 
serious  difficulty.  The  Bills  are  all  bearing  on 
one  matter,  and  have  the  most  grave  importance 
to  society  at  large  and  to  us  who  sit  here  as  the 
legislators  of  the  country.  I  regret  very  much 
the  four  weeks  wasted  through  the  obstructive 
tactics  of  the  Government.  I  assure  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  that  the  country  looks  for 
something  different  from  the  Government. 
There  is  a  new  class  arising  amongst  us 
who,  not  through  any  efforts  or  wishes  of 
the  Premier,  have  received  the  franchise.  I 
refer  to  the  women  of  the  country,  who  have 
now  received  the  electoral  franchise.  There 
is  a  class  of  earnest  reformers  amongst  them 
who  are  excessively  desirous  of  having  these 
social  matters  dealt  with,  and  they  will  be 
very  glad  to  see  legislation  on  these  sub- 
jects. We,  the  members  of  this  side  of  the 
House,  say  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier 
is  not  doing  justice  to  this  question ;  he  is  not 
giving  these  people  fair-play  and  consideration. 
They  cannot  help  saying  that  he  is  only  using 
them  for  election  purposes.  During  the  past 
four  weeks  we  should  have  been  considering 
important  legislation,  most  important  ques- 
tions of  legislation,  and  the  measures  of  social 
importance  might  have  been  fully  dealt 
with.  The  Government  cannot  get  throush 
half  the  legislation  foreshadowed  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier.  We  have  been  sitting  four 
weeks,  and  have  done  nothing,  and  you  know  it. 
Four  weeks  and  nothing  done !  I  think  it  is 
time  that  honourable  members  realised  that 
the  eyes  of  the  country  are  upon  them,  and 
that  we  are  a  new  Parliament,  elected  to  place 
the  wishes  of  our  constituents  before  the  Go- 
vernment. Here  we  have  sat  four  weeks,  and 
we  are  just  exactly  where  we  began.  I  hope 
honourable  members  will  realise,  and  that  the 
country  will  realise,  that  the  Right  Hon.  the 
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Premier  ia  not  taking  the  lead  in  this  matter 
that  he  ought  to  have  done. 

Mr.  MONK. — ^I  am  Bure  the  Premier  is  very 
amuoos  for  me  to  make  a  few  remarks,  and  in 
order  to  accommodate  him  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  rising  at  this  unseemly  hour.  And 
I  would  not  make  any  remarks  at  all  upon 
this  matter  but  for  a  few  observations  that 
have  fallen  from  some  honourable  gentlemen 
who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate.  In  the 
first  place,  allow  me  to  direct  my  remarks  to 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  who  anim- 
adverted on  what  was  said  on  the  occasion 
of  his  making  a  visit  over  the  Helensville 
and  Kaipara  line.  He  seemed  to  think  there 
was  something  objectionable  in  my  jpleadipg 
that  Waitemata  had  been  neglected.  He  mside 
allusion  to  the  Kaipara  line,  and  attempted  to 
throw  discredit  upon  the  representations  that 
were  made  to  him  on  that  occasion.  I  think, 
however,  that  his  conscience  pricked  him  a 
little. 

Hon.  MsKBEBS. — Oh ! 

Mr.  MONK.— I  believe  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  has  not  been  in  the  Ministry  a  suffi- 
cient time  yet  to  lose  that  compiodiky ;  I  hope 
he  has  yet  a  little,  and  the  making  of  the 
remarks  he  did  furnishes  all  the  more  proof 
that  he  still  possesses  it.  I  wished  to  impress 
him  with  the  fact  that  I  and  those  who  met 
him  had  some  reason  to  complain  of  the  negleet 
inflicted  upon  that  district.  The  present  Ad- 
ministration have  increased  the  debt  of  the 
colony  by  six  millions  of  money.  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  that 
has  been  invested  in  what  they  consider  re- 
productive works.  That  has  yet  to  be  proved, 
whether  they  are  in  all  oases  reproductive. 
There  is  one  thing  I  should  like  to  point  out  in 
reply  to  a  remark  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Danedin  City,  Mr.  Millar,  who  considered 
the  purchase  of  land  in  all  cases  a  perma- 
Jient  asset.  Let  me  remind  the  honourable 
gentleman  that,  instead  of  the  money  derived 
from  the  amount  annually  sold  going  to  the 
formation  of  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  other 
land,  it  is  placed  in  the  consolidated  revenue. 
I  say  it  ought  to  be  used  as  a  fund  for  the 
purchase  of  other  land,  and  in  that  way  the 
debt  of  the  country  would  not  increase  in  the 
manner  it  has  done.  I  consider  the  revenue 
of  the  country  at  the  present  time  is  sufficient 
to  carry  on  our  public  works,  and  that  we  need 
not  borrow  any  more  money.  All  that  is  re- 
quired is  a  judicious  use  of  the  revenue  we  are 
obtaining  out  of  Customs.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  object  so  much  to  people  contri- 
buting to  revenue  as  I  do  to  the  ultimate  con- 
striction that  will  come  upon  this  country  by 
the  process  of  borrowing.  I  believe  that  event- 
ually the  people  will  sorely  feel  that  we  have  not 
practised  a  right  policy  in  going  so  continuously 
to  the  London  money-lender ;  and  it  is  hopeless 
of  the  Premier  to  think  that  he  can  borrow 
loof^y  any  money  by  any  device  he  may  adopt 
without  really  borrowing  it  from  the  money- 
lender in  the  Old  Country.  So  long  as  the 
interest  in  New  Zealand  is  higher  than  it  is  in 
London  all  negotiations  about  loans  will  be 


deposited  in  the  London  market,  and  the  in- 
terest will  have  to  be  paid  to  the  bondholder 
there.  So  that  the  Government  by  this  pro- 
cess of  borrowing  is  simply,  as  in  direct  bor- 
rowing in  London,  becoming  the  intermediary 
or  broker  between  the  toilers  of  New  Zealand 
and  the  '*  fat  man,"  as  he  has  been  termed,  in 
the  Old  Country.  Supposing,  to  illustrate  the 
case,  that  a  man  is  placed  upon  a  farm  that 
has  cost  this  country  £500.  We  have  settled 
that  man  on  that  land  to  be  a  producer  and 
toiler  for  the  money-lender;  and  the  Oovern- 
ment  are  merely  bailiffs  to  remit  his  interest. 
And  the  more.  Sir,  that  we  expand  the  claims 
of  the  foreign  bondholders,  when  the  time  comes 
that  he  will  not  lend  us  any  more  money, 
then  the  more  depressed  will  be  the  condition 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  The  despot  that 
shackles  his  slaves  makes  himself  responsible 
for  his  subsistence,  and  to  a  certain  extent  for 
his  life,  but  the  foreign  bondholders — ^the  London 
money-lender — ^is  the  vampire  that  will  sap  the 
vitalitv  from  the  industrial  life  of  this  country. 
He  will  scant  our  resources,  our  means  of  sub- 
sistence, and  he  will  do  more — ^he  will  even- 
tually weaken  those  impulses  that  conduce 
to  activity  in  our  commercial  and  industrial 
exhanges,  of  which  we  are  so  proud  at  the 
present  time.  Can  any  one  wonder  that  New 
Zealand  is  prosperous  ?  We,  on  this  side,  do 
not  claim,  as  has  been  flung  at  us,  that  we 
consider  this  country  to  be  not  prosperous.  We 
know  it  to  be  prosperous ;  and  how  can  it  be 
otherwise  than  prosperous?  We  have  during 
the  past  few  years  increased  the  public  debt 
by  no  less  than  six  millions.  In  addition  to 
our  ordinary  industrial  resources,  in  addition 
to  the  exports,  we  have  scattered  in  our  midst 
a  borrowed  surplus  of  six  millions,  and  how  can 
it  be  otherwise  than  prosperous?  But^  mark 
me,  when  the  day  comes  that  the  money-lender 
in  the  Old  Country  feels  that  he  has  lent  us 
enough — and  it  is  by  that  process  we  are  keep- 
ing ourselves  in  an  inflated  condition — then 
the  more  shall  we  feel  the  depressing  influence 
of  the  annual  depletion  for  interest  on  the 
reckless  borrowing  that  is  just  now  being  prac- 
tised. Now,  ooming  back  to  my  first  allusion 
to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  the  electors 
of  Waitemata  feel  this :  They  feel  that  you 
have  increased  the  country's  debt  by  so  large 
an  amount,  and  that  you  have  spent  moneys 
lavishly  in  other  parts  of  the  country ;  and  I 
pleaded,  as  did  also  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  and  I  said  I  wished  the 
money  to  be  spent  equitably.  What  I  meant 
by  the  money  being  spent  equitably  was 
not  only  from  this  time  forward,  but  also 
that  those  districts  which  had  not  had  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  should  be  spe- 
oicJly  remembered  now  in  the  distribution  of 
what  is  to  come.  It  is  to  compensate  for  past 
inequalities  that  I  was  pleading  with  him  when 
I  made  those  remarks.  Take  the  electorate  of 
Waitemata,  that  during  the  past  few  years  has 
scarcely  had  any  money  spent  in  it,  although 
we  have  long  been  pleading  with  the  Minister 
for  the  extension  of  the  Kaipara  Railway*line. 
Not  only  have  they  made  no  grants  during  the 
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pftst  8iz  years,  but  they  have  diverted  £16,000 
of  the  appropriation  made  to  it  by  the  previoae 
Administration.  On  the  other  hand,  what  do 
they  annually  receive  from  Waitemata  in  the 
way  of  revenue  through  the  Customs  alone? 
No  less  than  £26,000  annually.  And  by  what 
sum  have  you  increased  during  the  past  six 
years  their  share  and  responsibility  of  the 
public  debt  ?  By  no  less  a  sum  than  £171,000, 
directly  and  indirectly.  Have  they  not  reason 
to  ask  yon  why  they  have  in  this  manner 
been  treated  so  inequitably?  What  harm 
have  they  done?  What  wrong  haye  they  in- 
flicted upon  the  present  Administrktion  that 
they  should  be  so  neglected?  Echo  answers 
none.  And  therefore  I  appeal  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  to  the  Grovemment,  if 
they  have  any  sense  of  equity  and  any  po- 
litical conscience,  that  they  will  in  (he  future 
distribution  of  money  be  just,  not  alone  to  the 
electorate  of  Waitemata,  but  to  all  other  elec- 
torates that  have  not  been  fairly  dealt  with. 
Now,  I  have  one  or  two  remarks  to  make  to 
the  Minister  of  Railways.  I  mentioned  a 
short  time  ago  that  he  had  done  a  good  deal. 
I  believe  he  has  made  much  effort,  and  given 
much  consideration,  in  trying  to  make  his 
department  successful ;  but  I  am  in  doubt — I 
would  like  to  know  whether  there  has  been  a 
sufficiency  of  sustentation  applied  to  our  rail- 
ways- whether  there  has  not  been  a  good  deal 
of  money  placed  to  revenue  which  ought  to 
have  gone  to  working-expenses.  I  would  like  to 
have  a  detailed  account  of  how  this  £200,000  is 
to  be  spent,  and  also  the  £140,000  shown  in 
the  return  furnished  last  year  as  already  spent 
out  of  public- works  money.  It  is  said  that 
£140,000  have  been  spent  in  the  maintenance 
of  lines — that  is,  out  of  loan-money.  Now,  I 
do  not  wish  to  touch  on  points  that  previous 
speakers  have  dealt  with,  but  I  say  that  with 
advantage  to  the  colony  workmen's  trains  can 
be  run  out  from  the  large  centres.  I  am  certain 
that  a  line  could  be  run  north  of  Auckland  to 
Swanson,  and  although  it  might  not  be  payable 
at  first,  let  the  Government  pledge  to  continue 
it,  and  it  would  become  profitable.  The  Govern- 
ment have  a  considerable  amount  of  land  there  ; 
though  it  is  not  the  best  and  most  fertile. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  is  the  distance  ? 

Mr.  MONK.— Swanson  is  about  twelve  miles 
out.  As  I  say,  it  is  not  the  most  fertile 
land ;  but  land  of  that  kind  is  not  an  absolute 
iiecebdity  in  these  cases.  It  is  not  like  the 
case  of  the  farmer  who  requires  a  better  class 
of  land.  For  the  workmen,  if  the  land  is  of 
fair  quality  and  suitable  for  homesteads,  per- 
sistent tilth  will  make  it  productive ;  and  if 
free  passes  were  given  to  settlers,  say,  for  a 
couple  of  years,  I  feel  certain  prosperous  and 
comfortable  homesteads  would  be  formed. 
And  the  children  of  such  families  would  be 
better  in  their  homes  in  the  country  than 
wandering  about  the  congested  towns.  Then, 
again,  there  are  some  charges  made  at  the 
present  time  which  bear  too  heavy  altogether 
on  the  settler.  There  are  settlers  at  a  distance  of 
thirty  miles  from  towns  who  are  paying  £1  lOs. 
to  £2  for  the  carriage  of  their  stores,  and  that, 
Mr.  Monk 


I  think,  is  a  matter  that  requires  concideration. 
No  doubt  cheap  trains  have  already  been 
started  from  the  centres  of  population,  and 
they  have  been  saooessful,  and  show  what  can 
be  done  by  an  open,  liberal- handed  manage- 
ment of  railways.  Throagh  reducing  the  rate 
of  commodities  it  is  found  that  there  is  no 
falling-away  In  the  revenue,  and  I  think  that 
some  of  the  parcel  rates  might  be  reduced,  and 
also  the  rates  now  charged  for  bringing  firewood 
into  the  towns.  I  would  like  also  to  address  a 
remark  to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Defence. 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
police  management.  I  am  not  going  to  be 
quite  so  hard  on  that  department  as  some  of 
the  previous  speakers,  but  I  have  had  police- 
men come  to  me— men  whom  I  knew  to  be 
thoroughly  respectable  and  reliable — and  com- 
plain of  the  interference  in  the  location  of  the 
constabulary — that  men  have  been  subjected 
to  disrating  removals  for  doing  their  duty; 
and  they  have  also  complained  of  the  neglect 
of  consideration  in  the  matter  of  promotion 
to  deserving  men.  There  was  one  statement 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Defence  with  regard 
to  a  constable  who  had  been  found  in  an 
hotel   while   on   duty.     He    was    tried    and 

Sunished  for  it,  and  he  claimed  that  he  was 
ismissed;  but  that  person  can  be  seen  in 
another  part  of  the  colony  at  the  present  time 
wearing  the  uniform.  And  what  I  plead  for 
with  the  Ministers  on  those  benches  to  do  is 
to  make  statements  that  are  correct;  they 
will  lose  nothing  by  it,  but  gain  infinitely — 
they  will  be  trusted  and  more  highly  honoured 
for  so  doing.  Then,  again,  I  can  remind  the 
Minister  of  another  circumstance.  A  person 
called  upon  him  in  his  office  and  placed  before 
him  a  few  names  of  persons  wnom  he  had 
been  asked  to  recommend  as  Justices  of  the 
Peace.  He  mentioned  to  the  Minister  that 
the  men  whose  names  were  on  the  paper 
were  men  who  could  be  trusted — men  ^o 
would  bring  no  dishonour  to  him  in  their  ap- 
pointment—men who,  though  not  recommended 
by  '*  colour,"  were  known  and  respected  by  the 
inhabitants  of  their  district,  and  were  fitted  for 
the  office ;  and  the  answer  was  that  no  notice 
would  be  taken  of  **  colour  "  in  the  appoint- 
ments. But  let  me  tell  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
those  men  were  not  appointed,  though  the  in- 
habitants knew  them  to  be  most  fit ;  they  were 
overlooked,  and,  while  I  am  not  finding  fault 
with  the  appointments  made,  I  say  that  those 
men  who  stood  highest  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  did  not  receive  appointment.  Do  not 
think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  consider  they  lost 
anything  by  not  being  appointed.  It  was  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  who  lost  the  servioes 
of  men  whom  they  considered  were  the  most 
suitable  and  fitting  for  Justices  of  the  Peaoe. 
Now,  Sir,  I  cannot  go  into  the  Statement  in 
detail.  It  is  too  much  like  Chevy  Ohase  to  do 
so.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Premier  is  the 
compiler  of  it,  or  whether  it  was  a  combined 
effort  of  the  Cabinet.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should 
certainly  stigmatize,  if  it  be  a  stigma,  the 
gentleman  who  compiled  this  Financial  State- 
ment as  a  political  fiarnum.    You  know  that 
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ft  gentiemaa  named  Barnam  made  himself 
lamoas  all  oyer  thU  planet  by  the  skill  with 
whioh  he  oould  advertise  himself.  His  magio 
posters  oonld  put  a  mysterious  fasoination  into 
the  oldest  of  dead  lion's  skins  and  the  driest  of 
lattlesnakes,  and  multitudes  would  go  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  his  show,  and  would  pay 
nandsomely  for  admittance,  wondering  what 
had  so  gulled  them.  And  I  am  sure  this 
Financial  Statement  bears  a  considerable  re- 
semblance to  that.  It  seem  as  if  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  trying  and 
has  achieved  his  object  in  getting  every 
possible  subject  crammed  into  that  Budget. 
The  effort  was  not  confined  to  a  cogent  state- 
ment of  the  finances,  but  has  extended  to  any- 
thing that  a  vagrant  fancy  can  cram  upon  his 
pages.  But  there  were  some  things  whioh  I 
consider  he  might  have  introduced  and  enlarged 
upon  while  making  that  Financial  Statement 
that  he  has  ignored  altogether.  Why,  Sir,  did 
he  not  offer  some  sympathy  to  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  for  the  trip  he  had  taken  to  the 
Old  Country,  and  the  suspension  of  our  parlia- 
mentary business  inflicted  upon  us  by  his  so 
doiog?  When  I  came  down  here  on  the  6th 
April,  I  certainly  regarded  it  as  a  maudate  from 
Uer  Most  Qracious  Majesty  conveyed  in  an  in- 
vitation that  demandedour  acquiescence,  com- 
ing through  her  Ministry,  and  we  should  not 
for  a  moment  question  it.  I  am  sorry  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  away  for  I  am 
now  dealing  with  matters  directly  concerning 
himself.  But,  Sir,  I  had  no  idea  that  in  com- 
plying with  that  invitation  the  parliamentary 
business  of  the  country  should  not  go  on,  even 
as  it  has  gone  on  in  the  neighbouring  colonies. 
Therefore  I  say  that  some  sympathy  and  some 
consideration  should  have  been  expressed  in 
a  very  graceful  paragraph  of  this  Statement. 
And  is  there  to  be  no  apology  to  his  colleagues 
in  the  Cabinet  that  he  could  not  trust  them  to  go 
on  with  the  business  of  the  country  ?  It  is  no 
use  their  telling  me  they  do  not  feel  hurt  by  the 
treatment  to  whioh  they  have  been  subjected. 
I  am  all  the  more  sorry  for  them  if  they  do  not 
saffer  from  the  historic  indignity  that  has  been 
heaped  upon  that  Cabinet  by  the  treatment 
inflicted  upon  it  by  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier. Then,  again,  I  say  in  this  Financial 
Statement  there  should  have  been  a  graceful 
and  generous  compliment  to  the  Secretaries  of 
the  departments  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  had  managed  the  business  of  the  country 
daring  his  lengthened  absence.  He  has  been 
away  nearly  twelve  months  wandering  over 
this  planet,  and  the  business  of  the  country  has 
gone  on  just  as  well  as  if  he  had  been  here. 
He  has  been  drawing  the  emoluments  of  his 
offices  while  so  doing,  and  we  have  not  felt 
the  need  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
Should  there  be  no  compliment  offered  to  the 
Secretaries  of  the  various  departments  who 
succeeded  so  well  without  his  special  ser- 
vices ?  X  should  like  to  ask  the  Cabinet  if  they 
do  not  consider  an  apology  was  due  to  Canada 
for  the  very  brusque  manner  in  which,  on  the 
immediate  arrival  of  the  Premier  in  Great 
Britain,  he  attempted  to  filch  from  Canada, 


so  to  speak,  and  from  the  Premier  of  Canada, 
the  honour  of  having  made  advance  to  Great 
Britain  that  was  weighted  with  a  political 
principle  of  Imperial  moment — the  advance 
which  eventually  led  to  the  denunciation  of 
the  commercial  treaties  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Powers  on  the  Continent.  The  first 
statement  which  the  Premier  made  on  landing 
in  England  was  to  claim  for  himself  the  honour 
of  having  introduced  that  topic  by  calling  on 
Mr.  Chamberlain  to  denounce  those  treaties. 
To  Canada  belongs  that  honour,  and  it  is  a 
very  great  honour  indeed.  And  I  say  that  the 
man  who  stands  out  pre-eminently  among 
colonial  Premiers  as  endowed  with  the  solid 
qualities  of  statesmanship  is  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier. 
He  is  a  man  of  noble  character.  You  may 
think  I  am  somewhat  prejudiced  in  his  favour. 
I  will  tell  you  why.  Some  years  ago  I  remem- 
ber reading  of  an  incident  where,  in  connection 
with  the  late  Sir  John  Macdonald,  a  compact 
— if  I  may  use  the  expression  —  was  made 
between  the  Premier  (Sir  J.  Macdonald)  and 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  then  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. It  surprised  all  in  its  concessions,  and 
so  much  mutuality  was  manifested  that  some 
of  Sir  John  Macdonald 's  followers  questioned 
the  fact  (as  we  might  do  here)  whether  it  would 
be  observed,  and  the  reply  Sir  John  made  on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  and  made  in  all  sincerity, 
was,  **I  can  rely  on  whatever  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  says ;  he  always  tells  the  truth.*'  That 
is  a  noble  quality.  It  is  one  of  the  highest  and 
best  qualities  of  a  statesman.  And  such  a 
Premier  has  an  elevating  influence  on  the 
country  which  he  administers.  Now,  then, 
with  regard  to  advertising  agents.  What  do 
we  want  with  advertising  agents  ?  We  are  too 
well  advertised  already  in  the  Old  Country. 
The  men  we  want  to  come  to  this  country, 
and  the  men  who  would  help  us,  are  too  well 
informed  to  be  drawn  to  this  country  in  face 
of  the  political  atmosphere  now  resting  on  New 
Zealand.  It  is  thoughtful,  brainy  men  we 
want  to  come  here,  but  they  would  rather  go  to 
other  countries  where  there  is  less  experimental 
legislation  and  less  uncertainty  than  we  have 
here.  Oh,  yes.  Sir,  they  sadly  want  advertising 
agents  for  the  colony — more  drones  to  talk  viti- 
culture, cheap  land,  jaoonomic  administration, 
and  socialistic  incubation  of  national  projects, 
from  public  loans  right  down  to  the  hatching 
of  State  chickens,  winding  up  with  some  choice 
parcels  of  reliable  lacquer  wares  from  the 
laboratory  of  the  Anglo  -  Continental  Gold- 
mining  Company.  The  present  Agent- General, 
Mr.  Speaker,  requires  no  help  in  this  matter; 
and  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  read 
some  passages  in  the  English  papers  under  the 
signature  of  our  Agenc-General  that  do  not 
have  a  tendency  to  elevate  in  the  minds  of  the 
English  people  their  estimation  of  our  love  of 
veracity,  ana  as  to  the  reliability  of  our  state- 
ments. This  occurred  only  a  short  time  ago  in 
fencing  with  Mr.  Chamberlain,  who  complained 
that  our  maritime  laws  traversed  to  some  ex- 
tent the  maritime  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  statements  were  met  by  evasion. 
The    honourable    member   for   Dunedin   City 
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(Mr.  Millftr),  in  his  speech  this  evening,  re- 
ferred to  a  vessel  going  out  from  this  port  north 
V7ith  a  orew  that  coald  not  speak  English, 
but  he  did  not  convey  to  the  House  the  whole 
of  the  facts,  which  are  these :  that  it  was   a 

.  Q  Q  foreign  vessel  with  a  foreign  orew,  and 
they  tried,  Sir,  to  get  the  Customhouse 
officer  to  interfere,  to  move  in  the  matter  and 
to  act  against  the  maritime  laws  of  the  Em- 
pire. Whatever  is  wrong  in  maritime  matters, 
we  are  to  blame  for  it.  I  feel  my  soul  stirred 
with  anger,  and  my  heart  wounded,  when  I 
think  we  have  maritime  laws  in  this  country 
— laws  that  the  honourable  gentleman  can 
boast  of  as  being  the  most  Liberal  and  the 
best — that  thwart  any  boy  in  the  land  from 
following  a  maritime  or  seafaring  life.  Sur- 
rounded as  we  are  by  ocean,  we  must  become  a 
maritime  people,  if  we  are  to  be  anything  at 
all,  and  yet  we  have  that  law.  I  believe  in  a 
law  that  protects  life.  I  do  not  want  there  to 
be  any  risks  to  passengers  or  seamen.  Let  the 
vessels  be  inspected  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
risk  in  our  navigation,  but  God  forbid  that  there 
should  be  any  law,  as  there  now  is,  which  dis- 
courages our  youth  from  getting  situations  on 
board  onr  vessels,  because  we  have  by  law-  com- 
pelled the  captains  and  owners  to  carry  so  many 
adults  that  there  is  no  room  for  boys.  Then, 
Sir,  we  want  to  have  a  training-ship,  forsooth, 
when  we  do  not  allow  our  boys  to  follow  a  sea- 
faring profession.  Are  we  going  to  select  only 
those  touched  by  the  shadows  of  delinquency, 
and  expect  if  they  are  fairly  trained  they 
will  be  wanted  for  men-of-war?  Nothing  of 
the  kind.  Look  at  the  actually-existing  sen- 
timent in  the  Old  Country,  where  they  have 
a  maritime  spirit,  and  insist  upon  fostering 
that  .maritime  spirit.  What  is  the  fruit  of 
that  spirit  ?  There  there  is  a  proposal  to  give 
every  shipowner  a  bonus  for  every  apprentice 
a  vessel  carries,  on  condition  that  the  last  year 
of  apprenticeship  shall  be  served  on  board  a 
man-of-war,  so  as  to  make  the  apprentice 
familiar  with  the  mechanisms  and  manoeuvres 
of  naval  life.  There  is  an  example  for  us.  I 
will  tell  you  this,  and  I  am  sorry  I  have  to 
speak  with  such  confidence  on  the  matter: 
that  while  we  allow  the  present  maritime  law 
to  exist  in  this  country  as  it  now  exists  it  vnll 
have  just  the  same  effect  on  the  future  of  this 
country  as  a  canker  will  on  the  roots  of  a  young 
tree — it  will  cause  it  to  die  out ;  and  the  mari- 
time spirit  that  ought  to  belong  to  a  country 
like  this  will  have  no  place  in  the  aspirations 
of  its  inhabitants. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— If  f  they  have  got  the 
money  they  will  do  it.      j'j  •  -  ; 

Mr.  MONK.—"  Got  the  money !  "  It  is  more 
than  money  that  makes  a  country.  That  is 
altogether  a  false  sentiment.  The  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  says  it  is  '*  property, 
property,  property."  I  do  not  stand  here  to 
represent  property ;  but  I  stand  here  possessed 
of  a  proud,  independent,  self-reliant  spirit, 
which  comes  of  our  race,  and  I  feel  that  is 
being  interfered  with.  Talk  about  democracy ! 
It  is  a  false  not  a  true  democracy  that  is  insin- 
uating the  cankering  spirit  in  the  community, 
Mr,  Monk 


and  destroying  the  best  energies  and  the  best 
abilities  that  should  be  given  in  patriotic  effort 
to  lift  up  the  aspirations  of  our  young  people. 
I  wish  to  make  one  further  remark,  and  it  is  a 
disagreeable  one  to  allude  to;  it  is  upon  the 
matter  of  the  £1,750  I  notice  on  the  estimates 
charged  by  the  Premier  as  expenses  to  the 
Diamond  Jubilee.  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Speaker^ 
that  I  made  a  solemn  resolve  that  I  woald 
not  criticize  any  of  the  expenditure  incurred 
on  the  visit  to  the  Old  Country  in  connection 
with  the  Diamond  Jubilee  if  it  was  in  any 
respect  within  reasoi^able  bounds;  out  of  re< 
spect  to  the  right  hospitable  and  royal  manner 
in  which  the  representatives  of  the  various 
colonies  were  treated,  I  felt  disinclined  to  offer 
any  criticism  or  any  remark  provided  the  ex- 
penditure was  kept  within  reasonable  bounds. 
I  was  quite  prepared  for  the  model  amount 
which  was  fixed,  so  to  speak,  and  has  become 
a  precedent  through  Sir  George  Dibbs — ^£1,000. 
As  I  long  ago  have  learned  that  from  top  to 
bottom  this  new  Liberalism  gives  no  honorary 
services, — its  genius  is  more  in  garnering  a 
harvest  of  plunder  from  the  taxpayer, — I 
should  have  made  no  remark  whatever  about 
that;  but  the  amount  on  these  estimates  I 
consider  unreasonable,  and  I  can  only  complain 
that  the  £1,750  ought  to  have  been  £2,000,  or 
£3,000  ;  and  the  thinking  people  in  the  country 
will  feel  that  it  would  be  equally  right  and 
just  as  honest  to  ask  £2,000  or  £3,000  as 
£1,750.  Then,  again,  there  is  the  amount  of 
£518.  Who  gave  the  Premier  instructions  to  go 
over  to  the  other  side  ?  Who  gave  him  instruc- 
tions to  go  on  a  roving  pleasure-trip  to  Australia 
at  such  a  cost  as  £518  ?  This  is  a  matter  over 
which  a  House,  if  democrats,  should  put  down 
its  feet.  Are  you  democrats  ?  Friends,  are  we 
democrats  ?  Most  certainly  we  are  not ;  be- 
cause I  understand  a  democracy  to  be  where 
the  people  hold  it  in  their  own  hands 
and  maintain  their  own  right  to  dictate 
and  declare  what  should  be  done  with  pnb- 
lie  moneys.  But  when  the  Premier  of  the 
colony,  occupying  such  an  important  posi- 
tion, and  who  claims  for  himself  the  attri- 
bute of  being  so  essential  to  everything  that  . 
takes  place  in  this  country  that  he  could  not 
trust  his  intelligent  colleagues  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  country  in  Parliament — ^yet  he 
can  go  over  to  Australia  enjoying  himself  in 
the  increase  of  his  emoluments  at  a  heavy  oost 
to  the  taxpayers.  Do  not  think  this  is  mere 
parsimony  on  my  part.  I  know  a  great  deal 
about  New  Zealand,  and  the  needs  of  its 
settlers;  and  pardon  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I 
begrudge  any  £100  or  £1,000  that  is  unneoes- 
sarily  spent  while  I  know  of  so  many  special 
requirements — ^many  settlers  packing  their 
produce  on  the  backs  of  their  animals,  and 
who  cannot  even  get  a  sledge  off  their  home- 
steads. Then,  I  say,  I  cannot — with  any  care 
for  the  working-people  or  sympathy  with  the 
best  and  truest  interests  of  the  country  settlers 
— look  calmly  on  at  the  spending  or  wasting  of 
any  public  funds.  Then,  I  go  farther.  It  is 
a  principle  in  political  economy  that  a  member 
of  a   Government  who  wastes  a  shilling  im- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


FinanokU 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


16» 


dy,  or  who  firanks  even  a  twopenny  letter 
nproperly,  is  not  acting  in  that  honesty  of 
spirit  and  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
righteousness  which  should  mark  gentlemen  in 
such  exalted  positions.  Do  you  think  you 
would  ever  find  Her  Majesty  franking  a  letter 
or  spending  money  which  she  has  no  right  to 
spend  ?  Do  you  think  you  would  ever  find  a 
member  of  the  British  GoTemment  spending  a 
shilling  for  his  personal  benefit  which  he  has 
not  abaolute  and  constitutional  right  to  use  ? 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  I  shall  support  the  junior 
member  for  Christchuroh  City  in  the  action  he 
will  take  on  this  matter,  when  he  pledged  him- 
self to  use  every  constitutional  rule  of  this 
House  with  regard  to  the  estimates.  I  shall  feel 
it  my  duty  to  support  him ;  and  let  me  tell  him 
he  will  find  it  uphill  work,  and  he  will  receive 
more  kicks  than  caresses,  but  he  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  an  approving  conscience.  Now, 
one  subject  further  and  I  shall  be  done.  The 
honoarable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Hatoheson)  gave  us  a  speech  during  the  course 
of  this  debate  in  which  he  managed  to  drag  in 
the  Fabian  Society,  and  to — so  to  speak— ad- 
vertise its  merits.  Now,  I  think  no  one  else  in 
speaking  has  alluded  to  or  touched  upon  this 
topic.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  honourable  mem- 
bers are  afraid  to  deal  with  it.  Now,  I  consider 
it  is  the  duty  of  members  of  this  House,  inas- 
much as  it  is  becoming  such  a  prominent  ques- 
tion in  the  country,  to  have  convictions  upon 
it — convictions  that  are  formed  and  founded 
on  as  careful  an  investigation  and  study  of 
both  sides  of  the  question  as  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  bestow.  There  are — and  I  say  it  with 
aU  respect— men  of  the  highest  culture  in  the 
Fabian  Society,  and  their  articles  are  worth 
reading  if  only  on  account  of  the  zythm  of 
their  style ;  but  they  are  something  like  the 
single-tax  of  Henry  George — they  take  because 
of  the  beauty  of  their  diction  rather  than 
beoaase  of  their  soundness  in  economic 
science.  They  are  deficient  in  a  fundamental 
tmeness  to  human  nature.  And  let  me  tell 
voa  one  passage  I  can  remember  by  that 
beautiful  writer,  Mrs.  Besant.  I  remember 
-that  writer  wrote  an  article,  the  conception  of 
which  is  a  communal  industrial  establishment 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  every  one 
to  be  a  toiler  under  State  control,  each  receiv- 
ing weekly  wages  sufficient  for  their  mainten- 
ance, and  at  Uie  end  of  the  year  there  would 
be  an  equal  division  of  the  national  profits  to 
every  unit.  That  conception  is  very  pretty; 
it  is  very  nice ;  but  I  say  it  was  based  Ujpon  an 
absolute  ignorance  or  misconception  of  those 
inherent  qualities  unfortunately  in  our  nature, 
utterly  ignoring  the  fact  that  there  is  an 
influence  which  tends  to  move  the  desires  of 
the  human  heart  to  do  right, — yet,  alas !  not 
in  aU,  —  and  another  power  which  tends  to 
disrate  our  natures,  and,  to  speak  plainly, 
there  are  many  who  seem  hopelessly  bad. 
But  what  is  the  one  dftficulty  with  which  she 
felt  she  was  confronted?  It  was  this:  that 
there  were  a  number  of  people — some  eight 
hundred  thousand  or  nine  hunared  thousand — 
in  Great  Britain  who  would  not  work  even  for 
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their  breakfast  if  they  could  help  it.  She  waa 
going  to  shame  them  into  a  compliance  i|ith 
the  condition  of  industrial  self-denial.  Shame 
them  I  Why,  we  cannot  shame  such  naturea 
in  a  country  like  thisl  What  about  the 
thousands— at  any  rate,  many  hundreds — who- 
are  drawing  charitable  aid  while  they  are  a» 
well  able  to  work  for  their  living  as  any  person 
in  this  House  ?  They  do  not  feel  any  shame  in 
drawing  charitable  aid.  Thdre  are  some  people^ 
Sir,  you  cannot  shame.  Do  not  for  a  moment,. 
Sir,  think  that  I  am  wanting  in  sympathy  for 
the  sick  and  infirm.  They  should  be  helped,, 
and  helped  not  as  a  charity,  but  as  a  thank- 
oIFering  to  the  Almighty  who  has  favoured 
us  with  happier  conditions.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  luminously  descant  on  a  subject 
where  metaphysics  and  practical  sociology 
are  so  intricately  commingled;  Sir,  it  re- 
quires a  special  gift  of  language  to  deal  wiUib 
it,  and  with  my  faltering  lips  and  clogging 
speech  I  cannot  clothe  in  appropriate  language 
the  thoughts  that  are  stirring  my  feelings,  and,, 
like  the  unuttered  wish  of  a  maiden's  fancy^ 
they  must  lie  sepulchred  in  my  heart.  But^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  way  by  which  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  can  save  themselvea 
from  misfortune.  Let  them  go  back  into  history. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  on  this  subject  only 
meagre  instruction  is  given  in  our  publio- 
schools.  It  is  by  history  that  we  can  most 
effectually  teach  ourselves.  We  need  not  re- 
peat its  failures.  We  need  not  suffer  from  the 
calamities  of  other  countries,  for  the  newthinga 
of  to-day  are  the  exploded  fallacies  of  other 
countries. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB.— There  is  too  much  time- 
lost  over  history. 

Mr.  MONK.— Show  me  the  man  with  a. 
good  knowledge  of  history,  and  that  man  will 
pass  through  life  in  safety  and  with  success. 
Let  them  go  back  nearly  2,800  years  ago  and 
from  thence  acquire  a  knowledge  of  political 
principles.  Let  them  first  commence  by  read- 
ing Aristotle's  Political  Economics.  Let  me 
give  you  a  few  passages  from  Aristotle,, 
because  I  am  perfectly  sure  the  honourable 
gentleman  there  knows  very  little  of  Aristotle. 
Now,  I  just  happened  upon  these  few  passages. 
Thdy  Bxe  not  culled.  The  book  bristles  with 
them ;  and  I  tell  you  the  man  who  will  study 
Aristotle  and  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon  has 
acquired  a  reasonable  insight  into  statesman- 
ship, and  you  will  find  that  all  the  great  worka 
that  have  been  written  since  are  simply  ampli- 
fications of  the  principles  laid  down  by  those- 
ancient  authorities  in  sociology.  One  passage 
commences, — 

"The  rulers  of  a  State  should  be  patriots- 
skilled  in  their  duties,  and  virtuous.  To  pre- 
serve a  democracy,  some  anti-democratic  prin- 
ciples should  be  infused.  Monarchy  and 
tyranny  have  a  different  origin :  a  king  ia 
chosen  from  the  good  for  protection ;  a  tyrant 
from  the  commons  for  oppression.  A  tyranny^ 
may  be  preserved  by  great  cruelty  or  by  great 
indulgences.'* 

I  am  sorry  the  whole  Cabinet  are  not  here ;. 
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-this  vonld  do  them  good.  If  I  oould  only  get 
ih^ Premier  to  study  Aristotle  !    It  goes  on, — 

•<  The  object  of  a  tyranny  is  to  oorrupt  its 
sabjects,  and  to  make  them  distrust  each  other. 
A  citizen  is  to  be  one  who  is  a  partner  in  the 
legislative  and  judicial  functions  of  the  State. 
^8  to  democracy,  it  is  overthrown  by  the 
petulanoy  of  mob  orators." 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — That  is  somewhat  of  the 
came  strain  as  yours. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  only  wish  I  had  some  of  the 
•gifts  of  those  mob  orators.  That  is,  I  should 
like  to  have  the  powers  of  a  mob  orator  so  that 
I  could  make  the  principles  I  enunciate  to  be 
«8  influential  as  those  errors  enunciated  by 
'  nob  orators.  The  fault,  Sir,  in  the  democracy 
of  Kew  Zealand  is  that  they  have  these  mob 
orators,  who  often,  by  an  adroit  use  of  language, 
make  their  fallacies  to  be  more  attractive  than 
truths  from  the  lips  of — Monk.  Returning  to 
my  subject :  In  history  we  can  find  parallels 
-to  the  condition  of  New  Zealand  by  referring 
to  the  history  of  some  of  those  old  republics. 
.We  will  find  how  obscure  and  shadowy  is  the 
boundary-line  betwixt  the  highest  measure  of 
•constitutional  freedom  and  that  oppression  that 
spared  not  oven  the  lives  of  its  clamour-doomed 
victims.  We  will  find  that  they  had  their  mob 
orators,  who  received  the  plaudits  of  admiring 
crowds  as  they  spoke  of  a  Liberalism  that 
would  furnish  cheir  supporter  with  a  short-cut 
and  a  royal  road  to  a  condition  of  things  in 
which  the  cares  of  life  would  be  powerless  to 
depress.  They,  too,  announced  the  acquisi- 
tions of  the  thrifty  as  being  filched  from 
the  birthright  of  the  inert  and  improvident. 
They  promised,  also,  to  give  them  com,  and 
wine,  and  oil  in  repletion,  and  all  sorts 
of  amusements  in  abundance,  until  at  last 
they  were  handed  over  as  spoil  to  a  more  ener- 
getic race.  They  were.  Sir,  a  wonderful  race. 
We  watch  them,  Mr.  Speaker,  rising  higher 
«nd  higher,  until  at  last  we  view  them  seated 
higher  even  than  their  own  Acropolis,  crowned 
with  an  aureole  of  civic  splendour,  and  a  glory 
of  art  and  language;  and  then,  even  as  the 
effulgence  of  the  hurtling  meteor  but  deepens 
the  darkness  that  follows  its  own  explosion, 
just  so  that  splendid  zenith  of  human  aspira- 
tions only  makes  more  depressing  the  gloom 
that  followed  their  decline.  I  have  heard  cul- 
tured men  in  this  House  utter  what  might  be 
called  dirges  upon  democracy.  Can  they  expect 
it  to  be  otherwise?  Can  they  tell  me  of  any 
democracy  like  ours — a  democracy  in  which  the 
legislative  volition  of  the  masses  is  unconfronted 
by  any  constitutional  restraint  ?  Have  they  not 
invariably  become  the  toys  of  despots,  their 
liberty  and  their  freedom  becoming  trans- 
muted into  the  role  of  slaves?  We  had  only 
■a  few  years  ago  Sir  George  Grey  upon  a  plat- 
form in  this  city  of  Wellington  informing  his 
audience  that,  like  one  of  the  ancient  seers — 
«ven  like  Moses,  who  climbing  to  the  top  of 
Hount  Sinai,  and  inscribing  on  its  granite  tab- 
lets the  theocratic  constitution  of  Judaism — 
■BO  he  ascended  the  slopes  of  Tongariro,  and  for 
•days,  with  only  an  uncultured  savage  for  his 
^gnide,  with  no  scheming  politician  on  the  right 
Mr.  Monk 


band  or  the  left  to  sway  the  solemn  purpose 
of  that  mountain  sojourn,  he  formulated  and 
gave  to  New  Zealand  her  Constitution.  Yes, 
Sir,  if  this  is  correct,  he  made  a  structure  with- 
out a  backbone.  While  claiming  for  this  Con- 
stitution that  it  is  an  embodiment  of  liberty 
and  freedom,  he  left  that  liberty  unguarded— 
to  be  trampled  on  by  every  capricious  snrge 
of  popular  passion  and  prejudice.  He  lacked 
the  inspiration,  perhaps  the  inclination,  to 
protect  it  with  those  constitutional  restrainte 
with  which  the  genius  of  Hamilton,  in  the 
Federal  constitution  of  the  States,  has  given  a 
possible  immortality  to  the  individualism  and 
the  liberties  of  the  American  citizen.  When 
the  Premier  assumed  the  robes  of  doctor 
of  laws,  I  hoped  he  was  giving  an  assurance 
to  the  world  that  he  would  so  inform  himself 
in  political  principles  and  economic  science 
that  he  would  never  again  essay  to  violate 
those  laws  which  no  Government  and  no  na- 
tion can  trespass  upon  with  impunity,  without 
sooner  or  later  bringing  upon  themselves  social 
disorder  and  political  discredit.  I  wish  the 
gentlemen  in  that  Cabinet  would  feel  that 
New  Zealand  is  being  done  to  death  with  over- 
legislation,  and  that  she  wants  political  rest. 
Cannot  they  moderate  their  law-making  pro- 
pensities? Have  they  not  yet  learned  that 
law-making  for  every  detail  of  sociology  has 
ever  been  the  vice  of  democracy,  even  as  in- 
toleranse  of  criticism  is  the  hall  -  mark  of 
autocrats  ?  Can  they  not  read  in  the  history 
of  our  own  times  how  that  the  American  people, 
in  the  sheer  yearning  for  liberty,  have  forbidden 
some  of  their  State  Legislatures  to  assemble 
oftener  than  once  in  two  years?  We  boaitt 
about  our  increased  population.  That  increased 
population  is  only  76,000.  It  is  a  poor  increase 
in  a  country  like  this,  with  its  magnificent 
climate  and  its  great  natural  attractions.  It 
ought  to  be  more  than  76,000.  When  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  remarked  that  the 
population  had  decreased  he  was  told  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Master  ton  that  he  had 
made  a  mistake,  and  that  it  was  travellers  going 
away  to  amuse  themselves  and  enjoy  the 
Diamond  Jubilee  that  had  caused  the  reduction 
which  has  appeared  in  the  OoMette  notices 
during  the  present  year.  Then,  Sir,  it  struck 
me  that  I  would  look  up  the  Qasettes  of  last 
year,  when  you  know  there  were  a  special 
number  of  people  brought  to  this  colony  in 
consequence  of  the  draw  of  the  Auckland  gold- 
fields.  To  my  astonishment — I  only  examined 
three — I  found  that  in  January  of  1896,  while 
the  arrivals  were  only  1,186,  the  departures 
were  1,760;  in  February  the  arrivals  were  1,510, 
and  the  departures  1,781 ;  and  in  July  the 
arrivals  were  1,276,  and  the  departures  1,470. 
That  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be  in  a  country 
like  this.  What  is  it,  Sir,  that  is  ungirding 
the  spirit  of  hope  and  confidence  in  the 
toilers  amongst  us?  I  am  not  speaking  of 
the  wealthy,  but  of  tnose  who  have  to  miake 
a  livelihod,  as  I  have  had  to  do,  and  my 
children  will  have  to  do.  I  say  the  confi- 
dence and  hope  of  the  look-ahead  people  is 
in   a  condition   of  unrest.     Why?    Because 
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they  feel  there  is  no  oertainty  in  the  political 
prinoiples  now  in  the  minds  of  its  rulers, 
and  they  note  the  sword  of  Damooles  is 
hanging  oyer  our  vaunted  feast  of  freedom. 

13.90  ^^^'^^  ^  scarcely  any  man  informed 
'  in  polibical  principles  that  looks  at 
this  Chamber  and  feels  there  is  a  certainty 
as  to  what  next  may  take  place  in  this 
Chamber.  There  is  no  dominating  deference 
to  what  I  may  term  an  intelligent  knowledge 
of  economic  science.  Why  should  this  be  so? 
The  honourable  gentleman  there  laughs.  Let 
me  tell  that  honourable  gentleman  that  there 
is  no  occasion  to  be  amused,  for  economic 
science  is  just  as  certain  as  the  principles  of 
mathematics,  over  which  we  feet  no  uncer- 
tainty. We  never  detect  ourselves  trying  to 
make  ten  and  fifteen  be  thirty.  It  is  a  pity,  Sir, 
a  thousand  pities,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
men occupying  those  benches  did  not, — as  I 
expected  they  would  do. — bring  to  this  Parlia- 
ment eameRtnesB  and  sincerity  of  effort,  so  as 
to  have  enabled  its  time  to  be  taken  up  only  in 
the  consideration  of  those  measures  in  which 
the  genuinely  Liberal  and  safe  principles 
of  the  Opposition  would  be  utilised  and  a 
coalition  manufactured;  and  with  the  well- 
known  abilities  of  the  Kighc  Hon.  Richard 
John  Seddon,  LL.D.,  in  selecting  only  the 
most  taking  orders  for  our  political  factory, 
this  would  be  simple  enough  and  easily  done.  I 
can  assure  him  that  by  this  means  he  would 
secure  his  position  for  the  next  ten  years.  The 
pecuniary  emoluments  of  his  various  offices, 
—those  rewards  of  merit,— and  the  adulations 
of  a  grateful  country  would  have  been  con- 
tinuously his,  and  the  occupation  of  the 
Opposition  would  be  gone. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  one  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  26th  October,  1897. 


First  Reatlinga— Mr.  J.  G.  Ward's  Seat— Westport- 
Ngakawau  Bailway  Extension  Bill— Contagious 
Kseases  Act  Repeal  Bill— Government  Business 
—Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

P&AYEB8. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Native  Land 
Laws  Amendment  Bill. 

MR.  J.  G.  WARD'S  SEAT. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— -There  is  a  matter  affecting 
the  seat  of  a  member  of  this  House  which  I 
consider  to  be  entitled  to  precedence,  and  in 
connection  with  which  I  adc  leave  to  read  the 
certificate  of  the  Judges. 
**  Hon.  the  Speaker,  House  of  Representatives. 
"  "  We,  being  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
'Appeal  of  New  Zealand,  before  which  Coart 


the  special  case  provided  to  be  stated  ondex 
*  The  Awarua  Seat  Inquiry  Act,  1897,'  was 
heard,  do  hereby  certify  under  our  hands  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
the  determination  of  the  Court  thereon  was 
that,  upon  the  facts  specified  in  the  said  Act,  the 
seat  of  the  member  for  the  Awarua  Electoral 
District  in  the  present  Parliament  hsbs  not 
become  vacant. 

"  James  Pbbndbboast. 

"  Joshua  Stbanob  Williams. 
*•  26th  October,  1897." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move,  That  the  certificate 
of  the  Judges  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WESTPORT-NGAKAWAU  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

This  Bill  was  received  by  message  from  His 
Excellency  the  Governor. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  message  and 
the  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  understand  this  Bill  has 
something  to  do  with  the  public  works  of  the 
colony.  Are  we  to  have  a  Bill  of  this  character 
introduced  before  the  Public  Works  Statement 
is  introduced  or  made  ?  Surely  it  is  unusual 
to  deal  with  one  branch  of  public  works  before 
the  Public  Works  Statement  is  made. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  a  colonial  term, 
not  classic,  but  still  very  expressive — namely, 
"  barking  up  the  wrong  tree,"  and  the  honour- 
able member  on  this  occasion  is  in  that  unfor- 
tunate position.  This  is  simply  a  question  of 
dealing  with  the  finance.  Under  the  present 
legislation  the  coal  companies  at  Ngakawau 
have  to  pay  a  percentage,  and  if  the  line  does 
not  pay  5  per  cent,  the  companies  have  to 
make  it  up.  One  company,  of  course,  is 
defunct,  throwing  an  undue  burden  upon  the 
surviving  company.  This  Bill  is  introduced 
with  a  view  of  relieving  the  remaining  com- 
pany and  making  further  arrangements  in 
respect  to  the  finance.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  works  or  construction.  It  is  purely  a 
financial  Bill,  and  that  is  why  the  course  is 
adopted  of  introducing  it  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  honourable  member  is 
doing  a  thing  he  accused  me  of — **  barking  up 
the  wrong  tree."  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  this 
Bill  is  not  one  dealing  with  the  public  works  of 
the  colony.  What  is  it  ?  We  have  constructed 
certain  railways  under  the  public  works  sys- 
tem, and  the  reason  for  that  construction  given 
to  the  House  was  that  certain  companies  had 
guaranteed  the  payment  of  that  construction. 
Now  we  have  a  Bill  to  give  up  that  part  of  the 
interest.  Is  not  that  dealing  with  the  public 
works  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  construction. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— A  Bill  to  give  up  the  interest 
on  a  railway  constructed — how  can  that  be 
separated  from  the  question  of  dealing  with 
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bhe  railways  of  the  colony  and  oor  public 
works  ?  Is  it  not  dealt  with  in  the  Financial 
Statement ;  and  ought  we  not  to  have  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement  showing  that  this  public 
work  is  unable  to  get  its  interest  from  the 
guaranteeing  company?  Certainly  it  is  part 
of  the  public  works,  and  I  am  surprised  that 
the  Premier  does  not  sufficiently  imderstand 
the  matter  to  see  that  this  is  so. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Is  this  Bill  to  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Minister  for  Railways 
is  really  in  charge  of  this  Bill,  and  I  think  any 
discussion  would  be  better  if  it  came  on  the 
second  reading.  This  is  only  a  question  of  in- 
troduction. I  have  given  a  general  explana- 
tion as  to  its  purport ;  and  I  certainly  think 
Parliament  never  intended  that  any  surviving 
company  should  be  placed  in  an  unfair  posi- 
tion. I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  case.  I  only  wish  to  have  the  Bill  intro- 
duced ;  and  when  the  Minister  in  charge  moves 
the  second  reading,  if  the  House  thinks  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  it 
will  be  for  the  House  to  decide.  The  Govern- 
ment have  no  strong  feeling  in  the  matter.  I 
might  say  I  understand  that  the  present  posi- 
tion is  crippling  the  surviving  company,  and 
means  closing  it  up,  as  in  the  meantime  it  has 
to  pay  rates  for  the  other.  I  chink  it  is  very 
necessary  that  this  Bill  should  be  considered 
by  the  House. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  reported,  and  Bill  read 
a  first  time. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  ACT  REPEAL 
BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  for  leave  to  introduce 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  would  like  to  know  when 
the  Premier  would  lay  upon  the  table  the  in- 
formation he  promised  from  all  parts  of  the 
colony  bearing  on  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  information  was  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  He  intended  to 
refer  that  information  to  the  Committee  which 
was  dealing  with  the  Young  Persons'  Protection 
Bill,  and  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  consider 
whether  or  not  the  information  contained  in 
these  reports  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  He 
was  not  satisfied  himself  that  that  would  be 
the  right  course  to  adopt;  but  he  would  con- 
sider the  matter,  and  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  a  reply  later  on.  He  would  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  a  copy  of  the  corre- 
spondence. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  despatch  of  business,  he  begged  to  move, 
That  the  first  order  of  the  day  be  postponed,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  proceed  to  consider 
motion  No.  1  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  this  motion  was 
in  order.  If  order  of  the  day  No.  1  were  post- 
poned, would  not  the  questions  come  on  in 
accordance  with  Standing  Orders  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Government  had 
Sir  B.  Stout 


intimated  that  they  did  not  propose  to  answer 
questions  to-day.       ;^  _-  ^n 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  thought  that  some  pro- 
test ought  to  be  entered  against  the  method  in 
which  the  Government  were  dealing  with  the 
business  of  the  House.  They  were  now  into  the 
second  month  of  the  session,  and  very  few 
questions  at  all  had  been  answered.  Yet  ques- 
tions were  the  legitimate  means  for  private 
members  to  get  information.  Members  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  could  get  no  in- 
formation except  across  the  floor  of  the  House. 
Besides  the  right  of  asking  questions,  the 
right  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
after  questions  had  been  disposed  of  was  a 
recognised  constitutional  method  of  ventilating 
grievances.  Both  these  opportunities  were 
practically  non-existent  under  present  condi- 
tions. He  hoped  some  protest  would  be  made 
against  the  way  the  Government  were  allowing 
the  ordinary  aJSairs  of  the  colony  to  be  post- 
poned and  neglected. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  taking  an 
unusual  departure  at  all  in  this  matter,  neither 
did  he  wish  to  keep  information  from  that  aide 
of  the  House ;  but  he  desired  to  give  the  ful- 
lest information,  because  he  always  found  the 
more  information  he  gave  the  less  they  knew 
what  to  do  with  it.  He  intended  as  soon  as  he 
could  to  clear  the  Order  Paper  of  the  questions. 
He  thought  they  could  get  through  them  fairly 
speedily,  but  in  the  meantime  he  wanted  to 
get  through  the  debate  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment.   He  thought  the  country  expected  they 

g  Q  should  go  to  work.  They  had  been  in 
session  a  pretty  long  time  now,  and 
they  had  not  done  much  except  talk.  His 
mind  was  made  up,  and  so  were  those  of  his 
colleagues,  that  at  all  events  they  would  do 
their  best  to  forward  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try, and  if  they  were  blocked  in  that  endeavour 
the  responsibility  must  rest  upon  those  who 
were  causing  the  delay. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  for  the  remainder 
of  the  session  all  Wednesdays,  after  Wednes- 
day, the  20th  October,  be  taken  for  Government 
business,  and  that  any  Bills  set  down  for 
Wednesdays  be  set  down  for  such  suhsequent 
sitting  on  Thursday  as  the  member  in  charge 
thereof  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  House, 
desire.  He  thought  the  time  was  now  oppor- 
tune, and  he  might  say  that  there  were  some 
Bills  in  the  hands  of  private  members  whioh 
the  Government,  as  far  as  they  could,  would 
assist  and  probably  take  up.  He  might  saj 
further  that  honourable  members  were  quite 
within  their  rights  in  introducing  legislation* 
and  when  they  found  constructive  ability  snoh 
as  they  had  in  some  of  their  members  they 
ought  to  encourage  it ;  but  in  the  present  < 


this  was  an  extraordinary  session,  and  they 
had  only  a  short  time  to  do  their  business,  and 
he  therefore  thought  that  Government  businsH 
should  take  precedence.  That  was  his  reason 
for  moving  the  motion. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  supposed  it  was  littto 
use  opposing  this  motion,  oecause  he  under- 
stood  that  a  decision  haid  been  come  to  in 
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Another  plaoe  that  it  shoald  he  passed.  But 
he  woald  raise  his  protest  against  it  heing 
passed;  and  he  wished  to  know  what  their 
Parliament  was  becoming.  First,  the  honour- 
able member  said  he  wanted  to  get  on  with 
the  business  of  the  country.  What  was  the 
business  of  the  country  ?  What  was  the  busi- 
ness of  Parliament?  The  reeison  why  they 
vere  called  together  was  that  they  might  criti- 
cize the  administration  of  the  Government, 
which  loomed  very  much  larger  in  the  country 
tban  merely  the  legislation  of  the  Parlia- 
ment. And  what  has  happened  this  ses- 
sion 7  The  questions  had  not  been  answered  ; 
and  there  had  been  only  one  day  on  which 
the  questions  had  been  attempted  to  be 
answered.  There  are  now  a  hundred  and 
eighty-one  questions  on  the  Order  Paper.  That 
would  take  up  two  or  three  days.  Then,  as  for 
the  motions  of  private  members,  which  he 
submitted  were  just  as  important  as  Bills, 
there  was  no  chance  this  session  of  making  a 
single  motion  by  a  private  member,  because,  so 
far  as  Thursday  was  concerned,  neither  motions 
nor  questions  could  be  put  down  for  Thursday. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  said  jihey  could 
put  down  their  Bills  for  a  Thursday ;  but  the 
honourable  member  knew  that,  without  a 
motion  coming  from  him,  within  six  weeks 
after  the  meeting  of  the  House,  Thursdays 
became  Government  days,  and  there  was  there- 
fore virtually  one  Thursday  left. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Unless  otherwise  ordered  by 
the  House. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  who  was  to  order  it. 
The  honourable  member  knew  perfectly  well 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  any  private  mem- 
ber getting  Bills,  or  motions,  or  questions 
on  excepc  the  Ministry  chose  to  assent  to  it. 
Illegal  things  were  being  done  now.  For 
example,  there  was  the  sale  of  liquor  at  Bel- 
lamy's, and  there  was  no  chance  of  its  being 
brought  before  the  House  or  discussed,  and  a 
ballot  had  been  taken  contrary  to  the  statute. 
There  was  no  chance  of  anything  being  done, 
there  was  no  chance  of  the  administration  of 
"the  Government  being  discussed,  and  there 
was  no  chance  of  a  single  motion  or  question 
beiog  discussed.  He  said  this  was  unheard  of 
in  any  Parliament  in  the  world.  In  the  most 
despotic  country  they  had  got  the  right  of 
what  was  called  interpellation.  They  had  the 
right  of  questioning.  He  would  like  to  explain 
to  new  members  what  this  meant.  Under 
the  former  Standing  Orders  a  member,  if  the 
answer  to  a  question  was  unsatisfactory,  could 
at  once  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
and  then  the  whole  matter  could  be  discussed. 
Kow  no  adjournment  of  the  House  could  be 
moved  until  all  the  questions  were  disposed  of, 
and  the  whole  of  the  questions  could  not  be 
disposed  of  by  half-past  five.  Even  if  it  only 
took  a  minute  to  one  question  and  answer  they 
oould  not  dispose  of  them  in  an  afternoon,  and 
the  result  would  be  that  for  two  days  they 
would  have  no  chance  of  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  and  there  would  be  no 
•chance  of  getting  questions  discussed  or  of 
>having  further  questions  answered.    That  was 


not  doing  the  business  of  the  country.  The 
Government  were  doing  all  they  could  to  stop 
the  business  of  the  country ;  and  every  step 
they  took  they  set  aside  the  Standing  Orders. 
The  Order  Paper  was  no  guide  as  to  what 
was  the  business  for  a  day,  for  immediately 
the  House  met  the  Government  departed  from 
the  order  of  business  as  set  forth  on  the  Paper . 
They  had  no  Standing  Orders  in  the  House — 
they  had  to  do  what  the  majority  chose  to 
order.  Further,  he  might  point  out  that  there 
were  some  Bills  in  the  hands  of  private  mem- 
bers which  were  just  as  important  as  any  in 
charge  of  the  Government— for  instance,  there 
was  the  Divorce  Bill.  The  Government  had 
thought  fit  to  deal  with  this  question  in  1885, 
and  why  should  not  the  Government  now  deal 
with  such  a  large  question  in  our  social  life,  as 
they  had  done  in  other  colonies?  The  fact 
was  the  Government  blocked  private  mem- 
bers' motions  and  private  members'  Bills,  and 
private  members  had  now  no  rights  whatever 
in  Parliament.  They  had  no  right  to  make 
motions,  to  put  questions,  no  right  to  question 
the  administration.  What  apparently  they 
were  called  together  for  was  to  register  the 
dictum  of  the  Government,  assisted  by  a 
caucus.  That  was  the  position  of  Parliament 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  hoped  the  Premier  would 
tell  them  what  he  proposed  to  do  with  regard 
to  the  matter  of  the  Committees,  because  that 
was  really  a  part  of  the  general  question  as  to 
the  business  of  the  House  which  was  involved 
in  the  motion.  The  Opposition  had  no  ground 
at  all  for  blaming  themselves  in  the  matter  of 
public  business.  ,They  had  done  their  best  on 
every  occasion  to  take  care  that  parliamentary 
usage  should  be  observed ;  and  the  present  con- 
gestion of  the  Order  Paper  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  no  consideration  was  given  by  the  Premier 
to  the  general  wishes  of  the  House,  and  because 
the  honourable  gentleman  considered  it  rested 
with  him  alone  to  dictate  to  the  House  how  the 
business  should  be  carried  out.  The  result  was 
this :  The  questions  had  not  been  answered,  and 
both  sides  of  the  House — because  it  was  not  a 
question  of  party,  but  a  question  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House — had  been  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunities they  ought  to  have  of  moving  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  in  order  to  bring  for- 
ward matters  of  importance  affecting  their 
constituencies,  or  affecting  the  administration 
of  the  country.  With  regard  to  the  matter  of 
Committees,  important  Committees  like  the 
Lands  and  Mines  had  not  been  set  up  because 
the  Government  had  steadily  refused  to  con- 
sider fair  proposals  from  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  as  to  the  constitution  of  those  Com- 
mittees. These  Committees  ought  to  be  framed 
by  consultation  between  the  leaders  of  different 
sections  of  the  House.  The  proposals  with 
regard  to  them  were  such  that  the  House 
could  not  with  any  relf- respect  accept  them. 
So  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  he 
would  continue  to  believe  that  he  was  doing 
the  best  he  could  do  to  promote  the  public 
business  of  the  country  by  insisting  on  parlia- 
mentary usage  being  observed.    The  position 
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tbd  Qoveroment  were  taking  up  with  regard 
to  the  public  basiness  of  the  country  meant 
that  the  privileges  of  private  members  were 
being  taken  from  them,  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  session  they  would  have  an  attempt 
made  to  force  through  Bills  of  a  most  extra- 
ordinary character  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 
They  would  also  find  Conferences  coming  on, 
and  alterations  being  made  in  measures ;  and 
If  consideration  could  not  be  given  to  these 
the  whole  business  would  be  thrown  into  con- 
fusion, all  through  the  autocratic  action  of  the 
Premier.  He  hoped  the  House  would  now  get 
to  business,  and  that  the  Premier  would  accept 
the  proposal  made  from  the  Opposition  side 
and  get  to  the  real  work  of  the  country.  The 
reason  they  had  not,  so  far,  taken  that  course 
was  that  the  Government  were  backed  up  by 
their  supporters  in  pursuing  a  course  that  was 
altogether  at  variance  with  the  rules  by  which 
their  business  should  be  guided. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. If  the  motion  were  passed  in  the  terms  in 
which  it  had  been  moved — that  future  WedneR- 
days  during  the  session  "  be  taken  for  Govern- 
ment business"  —  would  that  mean  that  no 
questions  would  be  answered  on  Wednesdays  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  the  financial  de- 
bate were  finished  that  night  he  would  answer 
questions  on  the  following  afternoon. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  would  like  to  get  an 
suQswer  from  Mr.  Speaker  to  the  question  he 
had  put. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ruled  that  the  questions  would 
continue  to  be  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  above 
the  other  business,  but,  of  course,  it  would  be 
for  the  Government  to  say  whether  they  would 
answer  questions  or  not.  He'  had  no  power  to 
compel  the  Government  to  answer  questions. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  desired,  in  the  circum- 
stances, to  move  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
proposed  by  the  Premier  in  the  direction  of 
saving  to  members  of  the  House  their  right 
to  move  motions  on  Wednesdays.  He  believed 
he  was  right  in  saying  that  no  private  member 
had  yet  had  the  opportunity  this  session  of 
moving  a  single  motion  in  the  House ;  and  if 
this  motion  were  passed  they  would  certainly 
have  no  such  opportunity  at  any  time  during 
the  session.  It  nad  evidently  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  the  Standing  Orders  that 
Srivate  members'  business  should  take  prece- 
ence  of  Government  business  on  Wednesdays 
throughout  each  session;  but,  by  the  action 
of  the  Government  motions  by  private  mem- 
bers had  in  former  sessions  seldom  come  up,  and 
this  session  matters  had  become  worse — as  bad 
as  they  could  be.  By  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed private  members  would  retain  the  right 
to  move  motions  on  Wednesdays.  His  amend- 
ment was,  after  the  reference  to  "  Government 
business,"  to  insert  the  words,"  after  the  dis- 
posal of  private  members'  notices  of  motion." 
This  would  allow  members  to  introduce  the 
subject  of  any  motions  they  had  to  propose,  or 
to  move  in  a^rmance  of  any  principle.  The 
House  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  itself  or  to 
the  people  of  the  country  if  they  did  not  make 
a  stand  in  favour  of  notices  of  motion  being 
Ifr.  Rolleston 


allowed  opportunities  of  being  proposed  and 
debated,  and,  if  necessary,  voted  upon  by  the 
House.  As  thiugs  were  now,  no  information 
whatever  could  be  obtained  by  a  private  mem- 
ber unless  it  suited  the  Government  to  give  it. 
Not  one  return  could  be  moved ;  only  those  that 
were  not  opposed  were  granted,  and  then  only 
in  a  form  that  met  with  the  approval  of  Minis- 
ters, which  generally  meant  that  they  were  of 
little  use.  He  was  not  proposing  anything  out 
of  factious  opposition  to  the  Premier's  proposal ; 
all  he  was  contending  for  was  the  right  which 
every  member  of  the  House  should  jealously 
guard — the  right  of  discussion  on  matters  that 
the  Government  might  not  care  to  bring  for- 
ward, in  a  Bill,  or  in  some  shape  of  their  own 
devising.  It  was,  in  short^saving  the  rights  of 
members  under  Standing  Order  No.  74. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  at  once,  to  save 
time,  that  the  amendment  simply  meant  that 
they  were  to  lose  every  Wednesday  afternoon. 
They  would  find  a  motion  proposed,  which 
would  be  debated  till  the  half-past  five  ad- 
journment, and  every  Wednesday  afternoon  the 
same  thing  would  occur. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked.  Why  not? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Well,  if  the  majority  of 
members  wish  to  act  in  that  way  let  them  take 
the  responsibility  of  blocking  the  business  of 
the  country.  That  was  what  was  behind  the 
whole  thing.  The  Opposition  evidently  thought 
that  it  was  their  business  to  stop  the  Govern- 
ment in  going  forward  with  any  work  at  all,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Riocarton  told  the 
House  so  when  he  said,  **  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  with  their  large  majority,  to  see 
that  the  business  of  the  country  is  being  pro- 
ceeded with."  He  would  say  at  once  that  the 
Government  would  accept  the  responsibility. 
They  desired  to  go  on  with  the  business ;  and 
if  members  on  the  other  side — the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea — wished  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  blocking  business  they  had  to  answer 
to  their  constituents  for  it.  What  were  they 
told  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  ?  That  honourable  gentle- 
man asked,  '*  What  is  the  business  of  the 
country — is  it  to  pass  Bills  introduced  by  the 
Government?"  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  said,  Yes.  It 
was  not  their  only  business,  he  admitted  that ; 
but  he  would  ask  the  honourable  member  did  he 
not  know  that  there  were  Government  Bills 
dealing  with  most  important  subjects,  and  that 
their  non-passing,  and  delay  in  non -passing, 
meant  ruin  to  many  of  the  young  people  of 
the  country. 

Hon.  Members.— Pooh,  pooh. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  the  matters  he 
referred  to  should  be  pooh-poohed  by  members. 
No  time  should  be  wasted  in  placing  them  on 
the  statute-book.  They  were  told  by  another 
section  of  the  House  that  the  business  of  the 
country  was  to  provide  that  whiskey  should 
not  be  illegally  sold  in  Bellamy's.  How  much 
did  the  country  as  a  whole  care  whether  mem- 
bers had  soda-water,  tea,  or  alcohol  ?  He  did 
not  consider  that  that  was  a  very  important 
question,  or  could  seriously  be  referred  to  as 
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being  the  important  baainess  of  the  country. 
There  wae  no  doubt  the  honourable  member 
for  Pahnerston  had  got  a  motion  here  respect- 
ing Bellamy's  and  the  proceedings  with  respect 
to  the  ballot.  Well,  there  was  an  afternoon 
gone  on  that ;  and  that  was  the  business  of  the 
country  forsooth !  Before  he  came  to  the 
House  this  afternoon  he  was  told  they  were 
going  to  take  the  afternoon.  He  simply  said 
the  Government  brought  this  matter  xorward 
because  he  wanted  to  get  this  question  settled 
definitely,  and  at  once,  so  that  they  might 
know  on  what  course  they  were  to  proceed. 
He  had  been  twitted  with  another  matter,  and 
asked,  Why  not  follow  the  lead  of  the  other 
colonies  in  respect  to  passing  an  amendment  of 
our  divorce  laws  ?  He  had  been  charged  with 
stopping  a  Bill  on  this  subject.  Was  he  re- 
eponsible  for  that  the  other  day  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  responsible 
for  the  necessity  of  divorces  *in  this  country. 
And,  more  than  that,  he  might  say  he  was 
not  inclined  to  follow  the  lead  given  by  the 
other  colonies  in  this  particular  respect.  If 
honourable  members  noted  the  remarks 
passed  by  the  Judges  presiding  at  the  Courts 
with  respect  to  this  question,  and  if  they 
had  regard  to  the  time  occupied  by  the 
Courts  over  cases  which,  in  his  opinion,  were 
somewhat  frivolous,  and  which,  if  left  to  time 
and  tact,  would  leave  no  necessity  for  proceed- 
ings in  Court,  it  would  be  seen  he  had  good 
reason  for  hesitating  to  follow  the  lead  of  the 
other  colonies.  In  respect  to  these  cases  the 
Court  said,  **  Here  is  the  law ;  we  are  bound 
to  proceed,  but  we  deprecate  the  widening  of 
these  laws  to  the  extent  they  are  widened," 
and  therefore  he  was  not  at  all  in  love  with  the 
legislation  on  this  subject  that  had  been 
passed  in  the  other  colonies.  But  if  a  reason- 
able amendment  were  deemed  to  be  neces- 
sary he  would  be  prepared  to  support  it.  He 
had  a  very  strong  opinion  upon  this  matter, 
and  they  ought  to  be  very  careful  before 
making  any  radical  alteration  in  the  law 
on  which  the  whole  of  our  social  structure 
was  built.  However,  as  he  had  said,  he  did  not 
know  that  the  Government  were  responsible  for 
this  particular  Bill  not  being  proceeded  with. 
As  regarded  the  setting-up  of  the  Committees, 
let  them  get  the  financial  debate  finished  and 
they  would  immediately  proceed  to  settle  that 
business.  He  was  not  prepared  to  admit  the 
right  of  the  Opposition  to  give  names  to  the 
Government,  and  for  the  Government  to  place 
those  names  on  the  Committees.  As  regarded 
the  question  of  having  members  from  that  side 
of  the  House  helping  them,  and  especially 
those  who  were  fitted  for  representation  on  the 
Committees,  he  said  that  any  representation  to 
that  efiect  was  reasonable.  Then,  they  were 
told  that  no  returns  were  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Why,  there  had  never  been — and  he 
challenged  members  to  take  the  records  of  the 
House  for  proof — there  had  never  been  any 
Government  in  New  Zealand  that  had  ever 
given  so  many  returns  as  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  given. 


Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Oh  1 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  so,  and  if  honour* 
able  members  would  look  now  at  those  pigeon- 
holes on  the  table  they  would  find  the  whole^ 
of  them  full  with  returns,  and  when  honour- 
able members  got  these  returns  they  merely 
looked  at  them,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 
This  was  simply  used  as  a  stock  argument  aa 
against  the  Government  conducting  the  pro- 
ceedings. He  desired  to  say  that,  so  far  as 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House  was^ 
concerned,  they  had  had  grievances  ventilated. 
Sometimes  an  honourable  member,  for  the- 
purpose  of  pleasing  his  constituents,  put  a. 
question  on  the  Order  Paper;  and  if  he  be- 
longed to  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House, 
and  the  answer  he  received  did  not  please 
him,  six  other  members  stood  up  to  support- 
him  in  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
Then  the  question  was  talked  out  until  half- 
past  five,  and  that,  they  were  told,  was  con- 
ducting the  business  of  the  country.  He  said 
this  sort  of  thing  occurred  afternoon  after 
afternoon,  and  he  did  not  see  how  much 
further  they  were  ahead.  The  amendment, 
moved  upon  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  would  practically  have  the  same 
effect.  Those  who  wished  to  go  on  with  the 
real  business  of  the  country  would  oppose  this 
amendment,  and  would  support  the  motion,  so 
that  they  might  proceed  with  and  get  the 
financial  debate  out  of  the  way.  Let  them  gei- 
on  with  their  measures  and  the  estimates,  and 
give  the  Government  a  reasonable  opportunity 
of  bringing  down  their  Public  Works  State- 
ment, and  the  people  would  appreciate  their  so 
doing.  There  was  a  general  outcry  throughout 
the  country  as  regarded  the  wilful  waste  of 
time  this  session,  for  which  wilful  waste  of 
time  the  Opposition  were  solely  responsible. 

Hon.  Membebs. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  members  of  that  sidfr 
had  been  slating,  before  they  came  there  at 
all,  that  they  would  not  allow  any  business  to- 
go  through  this  session;  and  they  had  so  far 
pretty  well  managed  it. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Name. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
might  know  himself.  He  did  not  wish  to- 
specially  mark  out  any  member  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. He  liked  them  all  so  well  that  he  would 
not  like  to  be  responsible  for  any  one's  politi- 
cal death.  If  they  would  not  take  warning, 
from  him,  let  them  look  at  their  own  journals 
—at  the  journals  supporting  their  own  party — 
and  they  would  find  they  were  crying  out. 
against  their  conduct  in  wilfully  wasting  tho 
time  of  the  House.  However,  he  expected  U> 
see  the  amendment  withdrawn.  He  suggested 
this  course  to  the  honourable  member,  and  let 
them  get  on  with  the  business  of  the  country. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  very  sorry  the  Premier 
would  stonewall  this  motion.  There  was  no 
need  for  him  making-  this  second  speech.  Ho 
had  given  them  no  further  information,  but  ke 
was  making  statements  that  he  must  surel>\ 
know  were  incorrect.  What  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  say  ?  He  said  they  were  stop- 
ping the  proceedings  on  some  Bill— he  supposedL 
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he  meant  the  Juvenile  Depravity  Bill— but  that 
^as  **  buncombe."  He  knew  that  the  House 
v^as  not  prepared  to  proceed  with  that  Bill 
until  the  Committee  had  reported.  He  did 
not  know  of  any  other  Bill  he  could  mean. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — Horowhcnua? 

Sir  B.  STOUT  did  not  know  if  that  was  sug- 
gested. At  any  rate,  the  honourable  gentleman 
knew  perfectly  well  that,  so  far  as  the  Bill  he 
had  mentioned  was  concerned,  it  was  being 
considered  by  a  Committee,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  week  before  that  Committee  brought  down 
its  report.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  referred  to  the  subject  of  divorce.  He 
was  prevented  by  the  Standing  Orders  from 
dealing  with  that  Bill.  It  was  not  his  (Sir  R. 
Stout's)  Bill.  He  could  only  say  it  was  moved 
in  189i3.  It  was  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Council  and  approved  by  this  House,  and  some 
thirty  members  asked  the  Government  to  take 
ifi  up  or  to  give  facilities  for  passing  it  into 
law  in  the  1896  session.  But  the  Grovernment 
blocked  it.  So  far  from  its  being  new  law  it 
bad  been  the  law  of  Scotland  for  hundreds  of 
years,  and  it  did  not  go  the  length  of  the 
Divorce  Bills  passed  in  the  other  colonies  at  all. 
The  Premier  had  said  he  had  heard  outside 
this  House  that  this  motion  was  to  be  debated, 
«nd  that  no  business  was  to  be  done  this  after- 
noon. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  not  said  "  this  motion." 
What  he  said  was  that  no  business  would  be 
■allowed  to  be  done  this  session. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said,  Pardon  me.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  forgotten  what  he 
-eaid.  He  said  he  had  heard  that  this  motion 
would  be  debated  this  afternoon,  and  that  no 
other  business  would  be  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  so;  but  these 
-were  not  the  only  remarks  he  made. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  would  like  to  know  who  told 
the  honourable  gentleman.  He  ventured  to 
«ay  no  member  of  the  House  knew  that  this 
motion  was  coming  on  this  day.  Who  knew 
that  this  motion  was  coming  on  ?  He  (Sir  R. 
Stout)  did  not  know  it.  He  had  not  heard 
it  outside.  He  never  heard  of  it ;  and  he 
would  like  to  know  who  told  the  honourable 
l^entleman  so.  First  of  all,  he  was  not  aware, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  was  told  of  it 
in  the  lobbies,  that  it  was  at  all  a  proper 
thing  for  him  to  repeat  what  he  was  told  in 
the  lobbies.  He  ventured  to  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  not  name  a  single  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition  who  made  such  a  remark. 
Then,  he  said  it  had  been  stated  that  no  busi- 
ness would  be  done  this  session.  He  (Sir  R. 
Stout)  was  not  aware  this  had  been  said.  The 
Premier  should  give  his  authority,  and  say 
who  told  him  this.  It  was  not  consonant 
with  the  dignity  of  the  Premier  to  make  such 
grave  charges  without  being  prepared  to  sub- 
stantiate them. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  objected  to  the  position 
that  whenever  a  Minister  got  up  to  explain 
iuiything  he  was  immediately  accused  of  stone- 
walling. The  Premier  had  simply  explained 
the  effect  of  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  It  was  quite  evident  to  any 
Sir  B,  SUnU 


one  that  the  symptoms  shown  by  honourable 
members  opposite  amounted  to  the  fact  that 
they  were  determined  the  Government  should 
not  proceed  with  the  business  of  the  country 
in  the  way  the  Government  desired.  The  de- 
sire of  the  Government  was  to  enable  the  House 
to  proceed  with  the  business  of  the  country.  It 
had  been  said  there  had  been  no  chance  of 
discussing  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. What  had  honourable  members  been 
doin^  during  the  last  five  or  six  weeks  but  dis- 
cussing the  administration  of  the  Government  ? 
If  the  Premier  had  come  down  that  afternoon 
and  said  that  the  Government  would  proceed 
with  other  business,  and  did  not  intend  at 
present  to  go  on  with  the  debate  on  the 
Financial  Statement,  honourable  members 
opposite  would  have  found  fault  with  that, 
and  would  have  said  the  Government  were 
afraid  to  bring  on  the  debate.  The  same  thing 
was  being  said  in  regard  to  questions.  The 
Government  were  most  anxious  to  get  on  with 
the  questions.  He  was  longing  to  get  an  op- 
portunity of  answering  the  questions  relating 
to  his  department ;  and  the  same  remekrk 
applied  to  other  members  of  the  Government. 
But  the  Government  wished  to  get  the  finan- 
cial debate  over,  get  on  with  the  motions,  and 
have  the  Committees  set  up.  The  Gk)vemment 
have  done  all  they  could  to  get  these  Com- 
mittees set  up;  and  the  Opposition  had 
so  far  effectively  blocked  the  setting-up  of 
the  Committees.  If  the  Government  was  to 
be  put  in  the  position  of  only  carrying  on 
such  business  as  the  Opposition  thought 
they  should  do,  then  it  was  time  the  Govern- 
ment knew  that  and  the  country  knew  it. 
The  Government  were  conducting  the  business 
of  the  country,  and  were  doing  the  best  they 
could  to  bring  en  the  business,  so  that  members 
should  have  every  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  administration  of  the  Government  and  its 
legislation  also.  If  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  was  carried, 
every  Wednesday  afternoon  would  be  wasted ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  honourable  member 
himself  would  find  some  excuse  to  bring  a 
motion  forward  to  set  members  of  the  House 
by  the  ears,  and  have  a  discussion  all  round 
till  half-past  five,  and  thus  waste  the  afternoon. 
If  the  amendment  was  carried,  the  Premier's 
motion  might  as  well  be  negatived.  Looking 
at  the  amount  of  Government  business  to  be 
done,  the  request  of  the  Government  was  a 
reasonable  one.  There  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  conclude  the  debate  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  that  evening ;  he  thought  all 
that  could  be  said  on  the  subject  had  been  said 
already.  Then  they  could  take  the  questions 
next  aay,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  motions  ; 
at  any  rate,  take  motions  on  Friday  and  set  up 
the  Committees.  He  hoped  honourable  mem- 
bers would  take  a  lesson,  and  cease  this  con- 
tinual blocking  of  everything  which  the  Go- 
vernment brought  up. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  the  Minister  of  Landa 
usually  poured  oil  on  the  troubled  waters,  and 
endeavoured  to  bring  honourable  members  to  a 
reasonable  frame  of  mind.    There  were  some 
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qaeetions  on  the  Order  Paper  which  had  heen 
there  for  over  a  month.  It  had  been  ixnpoesible 
np  to  the  present  time  to  get  Ministers  to  answer 
questions.  Then,  as  to  the  setting-up  of  Com- 
mittees, all  the  Opposition  asked  was  that  they 
should  be  met  in  a  fair  and  reasonable  manner. 
The  Opposition  contended  that  they  had  been 
unfairly  treated  with  respect  to  the  setting- 
up  of  Committees,  and,  owing  to  that  fact, 
they  had  had  to  discuss  the  matter  at  some 
length.  The  Premier  was  always  deprecating 
the  waste  of  time,  yet  there  was  no  member 
who  wasted  so  much  time  as  the  honour- 
able-member  himself  did.  The  Premier  said 
honourable  members  would  have  to  account 
to  their  constituents  for  the  waste  of  time. 
He  (Mr.  Moore)  was  quite  prepared  to  do 
that.  The  Premier  had  also  accused  members 
of  preventing  a  certain  Bill  coming  on.  That 
was  not  so ;  but  the  honourable  member  him- 
self obstructed  a  measure  of  this  description 
some  Tears  ago.  The  Premier  with  his  ma- 
jority had  had  ample  opportunities  of  bringing 
forward  the  Bill  alluded  to,  and  of  getting 
it  passed.  They  never  had  in  the  past  any 
determined  attempt  made  on  the  Premier's 
part  to  pass  a  measure  of  this  sort.  Kow  the 
honouraole  member  was  anxious  to  pose  before 
the  country  as  being  anxious  to  carry  this 
measure.  He  (Mr.  Moore)  was  entirely  in 
sympathy  with  the  amendment.  Parliament 
had  been  sitting  five  weeks,  and  it  had  been 
impossible  to  get  necessary  information  from 
the  Government.  It  was  only  by  carrying  the 
amendment  that  members  would  have  any 
opportunity  of  getting  their  motions  discussed. 
He  knew  what  the  Government  bad  done  time 
after  time  in  years  gone  by.  He  had  then  had 
motion  after  motion  on  the  Order  Paper,  and 
had  been  told  by  members  on  the  other  side 
that  there  was  no  possibility  of  them  ever 
ooming  on,  as  no  opportunity  would  be  given 
for  them.  It  seemed  that  the  same  method  of 
carrying  on  business  was  still  adopted ;  but  he 
hoped  that  honourable  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  would  be  earnest  in  their  protests 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  Ministers  in 
oharge  of  the  work  of  the  House  were  obstruct- 
ing business  by  preventing  them  from  getting 
any  information  in  connection  with  the  business 
of  the  country.  He  did  not  intend  to  talk  on 
this  motion  at  any  length,  because  it  would  be 
said  that  they  were  stonewalling  and  obstruct- 
ing business.  All  he  wanted  to  do  was  to  give 
honourable  members  and  the  country  to  under- 
stand that  they  were  anxious  to  go  on  with  the 
business,  and  that  any  obstruction  during  the 
present  session  really  came  from  the  Minis- 
terii^  benches. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — More  stonewall. 

Mr.  BUCHAKAK  said  that,  as  to  a  stone- 
wall, the  honourable  gentleman  should  reserve 
his  opinion  until  he  had  had  a  little  more 
•experience.  It  came  badly  from  the  Govern- 
ment side  to  accuse  the  Opposition  of  stone- 
walling. The  stonewaller-in- chief  of  this  as 
of  previous  Parliaments  had  been  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier,  who  had  obviously  deter- 
mined that  no  business  should  be  done  this 


session,  as  far  back  as  the  month  of  April  last, 
when  he  deliberately  thwarted  the  expressed 
wish  of  the  Opposition,  as  far  as  they  could 
express  it  by  vote,  that  this  session  should  meet 
at  as  early  a  date  as  the  Premier's  mission, 
to  England  would  admit  of.  What  had  the 
Premier  done?  He  had  insisted  successfully 
upon  a  stay  in  England  altogether  beyond  the 
time  necessary  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
colony,  and  he  had  succeeded,  with  the  result 
that  he  had  not  returned  to  the  colony  until 
something  like  a  month  later  than  the  Premier 
of  Victoria.  In  other  colonies,  too,  the  business 
of  the  country  had  not  been  suspended,  as  had 
unfortunately  been  the  case  here,  by  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Premier.  Ever  since  the  House 
had  met  he  had  followed  tactics  which  insured 
that  very  little  if  any  business  should  be  done. 
Could  any  honourable  member  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  point  to  a  single  session  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand  when  the  Order  Paper 
had  presented  such  a  spectacle  as  it  now  did? 
Some  of  the  questions  had  stood. upon  the 
Order  Paper  for  a  month,  and  there  had  been 
no  opportunity  whatever  of  an  answer  being 
obtained  from  the  Government.  Had  parlia- 
mentary institutions  been  granted  to  the  colony 
for  such  a  spectacle  as  this?  Surely  not. 
Honourable  members  on  the  Government  side 
of  the  House  should  ask  themselves  what  their 
constituents  must  think  of  their  conduct  in 
supporting  a  Government  which  persists  in 
such  a  misconduct  of  public  business  as  this. 
The  Opposition  has  not  obstructed  business 
with  regard  to  the  Committees.  They  had 
only  asked  for  the  proportion  of  four  to  six, 
which  every  member  of  the  Government  party 
had  in  the  lobbies  admitted  to  be  perfectly 
fair,  as  representing  the  party  proportion  in 
the  House.  Yet  they  were  told  that,  because 
they  insisted  upon  this,  they  were  obstructing 
the  business  of  the  House.  He  ventured 
to  say  the  time  would  come  when  members 
at  present  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
House  would  bitterly  regret  having  parted 
with  their  privileges  to  an  extent  which  had 
admittedly  made  parliamentary  procedure 
such  a  farce  as  had  never  before  oeen  per- 
petrated in  New  Zealand.  The  Minister  of 
Lands  had  actually  told  the  House  in  serious 
fashion  that  if  this  amendment  were  carried 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  would  waste 
the  time  of  the  House  every  afternoon  by 
bringing  down  and  discussing  motions  till 
the  adjournment  at  half-past  five.  Had  it 
really  become  a  crime  for  a  member  of  the 
Opposition  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  ?  It 
would  appear  as  if  the  Government  point  of 
view  was  that  no  member  of  the  Opposition 
had  a  right  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  which 
the  Government  chose  to  regard  as  an  un- 
friendly one.  Surely  members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  would  net  be  content  with  such 
a  position  as  that,  or  they  certainly  would 
have  something  to  answer  for  when  they  came 
before  their  constituents. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that  when  he  came  to  the 
House  he  was  innocent  enough  to  believe  that 
the  rights  of  private  members  were  preserred 
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by  the  little  book  of  Standing  Oiders  he  held  in 
his  hand— that  it  was  more  powerful  than  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  himself ;  but  he  now 
began  to  find  out  that  it  was  not  worth  the 
paper  it  was  printed  on.  In  Lis  innocence  he 
lad  read  that  "  Before  the  public  business  is 
entered  upon,  questions  are  permitted  to  be  put 
to  Ministers."  Such  was  his  innocence  and 
simplicity  that  he  had  not  understood  what  he 
read.  He  now  imderstood  ^Ir.  Speaker  to  rule 
that,  on  Ministers  stating  to  him  that  they 
were  not  prepared  to  answer  questions,  ques- 
tions could  not  be  put.  He  was  of  the  im- 
pression that  the  desired  purpose  might  to 
some  extent  be  served  if  questions  were  put, 
and  it  was  staled  why  they  were  put,  even 
though  Ministers  should  not  answer  them. 
Then,  he  found  in  this  book  of  laws  that  mem- 
bers could  bring  in  private  Bills  and  propose 
motions ;  but  the  Premier  got  up  in  an  autho- 
ritative way  and  told  them  that  motions  were 
utterly  useless,  and  that,'though  the  book  of  laws 
said  they  could  be  made,  he  would  not  allow 
them  because  they  would  do  no  good.  The 
framers  of  the  Standing  Orders  were  surely 
the  people  to  rule  in  that  matter.  Another 
thing  which  was  supposed  to  be  preserved  to 
the  House  was  the  power  of  a  member  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.  That  was  the 
right  of  a  member  according  to  the  Standing 
Orders,  but  it  was  there  declared  that  the  right 
should  only  be  conceded  after  questions  had 
been  disposed  of.  Now,  the  Premier  had  found 
a  way  out  of  the  difficulty  by  simply  dediniog 
to  answer  questions,  and  so  it  came  about  thai 
no  motion  for  adjournment  could  possibly  be 
made,  and  consequently  the  opportunity  for 
ventilating  grievances  wbjb  taken  away.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  blocking  of  business  in  the 
opposition  shown  to  the  setting-up  of  Com- 
mittees, what  was  the  fact?  Why,  that  the 
Committees  could  have  been  arranged  for  in  a 
few  minutes,  if  the  Premier  had  only  been  fair 
and  reasonable  and  had  given  the  Opposition 
the  fair  proportion  in  numbers  that  was  given  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament.  But  the  Premier  was 
afraid  to  give  way,  thinking  it  would  be  thrown  in 
bis  teeth  at  the  Government  caucuses  that  he 
bad  been  forced  to  give  way  by  the  Opposition. 
On  the  very  first  Committee  that  had  been 
proposed  there  were  nine  members  from  the 
Government  side  of  the  House  against  one 
from  the  Opposition.  When  it  was  contended 
by  the  Opposition  that  they  should  have  four 
members  out  of  ten,  the  Premier  appeared  to 
become  reasonable,  and  asked  them  to  suggest 
other  three  names.  Three  were  suggested,  but 
the  three  were  added  to  the  ten,  and  the  Oppo- 
sition were  thus  asked  to  be  satisfied  with  four 
against  nine  instead  of  four  against  six.  That 
was  not  fair  and  reasonable,  and  they  had  de- 
clined to  agree  to  any  such  proposal.  With 
regard  to  the  cbarge  of  obstruction  of  business 
by  the  prolongation  of  the  debate,  it  was  open 
to  the  other  side  to  have  settled  these  matters 
whenever  they  liked,  by  simply  stopping  their 
own  men  from  getting  up  to  speak.  In  the 
first  long  debate  more  members  spoke  on  that 

side 

Mr,  Carson 


An  Hon.  Msmbsb.— Because  there  are  more 
of  us  here. 

Mr.  CAKSON  said  it  was  evident  the  Govern, 
ment  side  agreed  to  the  question  of  proportion, 
when  it  came  to  talking,  although  they  would 
not  give  them  their  rights  on  Committees. 
They  should  not,  however,  blame  the  Opposition 
for  prolonging  the  financial  debate  when  it  was 
in  their  own  hands  to  bring  it  to  an  end.  Th^ 
were  that  afternoon  contending  for  the  rights 
not  merely  of  the  Opposition,  but  of  individoal 
members,  and  they  would  contend  and  strive 
for  them  as  lon^  as  it  lay  in  their  power  to  do 
so.  The  Premier  had  been  good  enough  to 
taunt  them  with  having  arranged  beforehchnd 
for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  Although  he  sat  next  that 
honourable  gentleman  he  had  not  received  any 
intimation  from  him  of  his  intention  to  bring 
it  forward. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  not  referred  to 
the  amendment,  not  having  heard  of  it.  How 
was  it  Dossible  for  him  to  refer  to  it? 

Mr.  'CARSON  said.  Well,  with  regard  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  assertion  that  it 
had  been  arranged  that  business  should  be 
blocked,  he  (Mr.  Carson)  had  not  heard  of  it, 
and  did  not  know  of  any  such  intention.  If 
the  Premier  would  meet  them  in  a  fair  spirit 
business  would  proceed  right  away. 

Mr.  PIBANI  thought  it  would  expedite  busi- 
ness greatly  if  the  Premier  would  give  them  a 
few  more  of  the  returns  he  had  been  so  ready 
to  grant  this  session.  He  had  three  little 
returns— very  innooent  ones  —  and  he  could 
not  understand  for  a  moment  why  they  were 
opposed.  In  regard  to  one  of  them — relating 
to  the  vote  about  Bellamy's — the  Government 
were  violating  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  not 
giving  the  return.  If  the  Premier  would  con- 
sider these  matters,  and  devote  five  minutes 
before  the  House  met  to  going  through  the  re- 
turns asked  for,  it  would  obviate  a  great  waste 
of  time. 

Mr.  McGUlBE  said,  as  regards  waste  of 
time,  the  Premier  himself  had  always  been  the 
greatest  ofiender.  Who  was  responsible  for  the 
waste  of  time  ?  The  Premier  had  been  iJlowed 
ample  time  to  attend  the  Jubilee,  and  he  had 
gone  home  earlier  and  returned  later  than  any 
other  Premier  in  the  colonies.  Any  waste  of 
time  must,  therefore,  lie  at  his  door.  On  any 
occasion  that  suited  his  purpose  the  Premier 
wa£  ready  to  stonewall.  He  thought  the  Oppo- 
sition had  a  right  to  be  fairly  represented  on 
Committees,  and  to  get  answers  to  questions ; 
but  all  their  rights  were  now  withheld  from 
them.  It  was  their  duty — and  their  con- 
stituencies expected  it  of  them — to  stand  up 
for  their  rights.  There  were  many  questions 
on  the  Order  Paper  of  a  very  important  kind. 
The  people  in  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sented were  anxiously  awaiting  the  replies  to 
some  questions  he  had  asked,  but  no  answer 
had  yet  been  given  by  the  Government.  If 
they  allowed  their  rights  to  be  invaded  they 
would  soon  have  no  privileges  left.  Sonde  years 
ago  they  had  a  new  Speaker,  and  while  he 
occupild  the  chair  their  privileges  were   in- 
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vaded.  He  regretted  extremely  that  Mr. 
Speaker  had  not  always  continued  in  the 
ohair.  Had  he  done  so,  he  felt  certain  that 
members  of  this  House  would  never  have  been 
reduced  to  their  present  humiliating  position. 
He  trusted  that,  although  the  Premier  had  a 
majority  at  his  back,  honourable  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  would  rise  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  prevent  the  outrageous  injustice  at- 
tempted by  the  Premier. 

Mr.  WASON  hoped  the  House  would  come 
to  no  speedy  conclusion  about  the  matter, 
because  when  the  Opposition  were  attacked  by 
the  Premier  in  the  manner  they  had  been,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  vindicate 
their  position.  The  Premier  had  told  them 
that  he  was  determined  to  show  them  up,  and 
that  their  political  future  depended  on  what  he 
ohose  to  say  about  them.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  altogether  wrong  in  that ;  that 
matter  was  entirely  between  themselves  and 
their  constituents.  He  took  very  strong  excep- 
tion to  the  language  the  Premier  used  towards 
the  Opposition.  They  had  been  for  some  five 
weeks  listening  to  his  orations,  and  trying  to 
ti^e  in  his  harangues,  and,  owing  to  the 
obstructive  nature  of  his  tactics,  they  had 
been  unable  to  get  on    with    any    business. 

.  ^  A  great  deal  has  been  said  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and  also 
by  his  colleague,  the  Minister  of  Lands,  as  to 
the  obstructive  tactics  of  the  Opposition.  When 
they  read  between  the  lines  of  that  discussion, 
he  thought  the  probability  was  that  the  meet- 
ing which  took  place  that  morning  had  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  it,  and  that  during  the 
past  five  weeks  the  House  has  simply  been 
kept  there  until  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
arranged  matters  with  some  of  his  own  sup- 
porters. It  was  well  said  that "  the  foes  a  man 
hath  are  those  of  his  own  household,"  and  he 
did  not  think  the  truth  of  that  saying  could 
get  a  better  illustration  than  they  had  ai  the 
present  time.  It  was  not  the  Opposition  who 
were  obstructing  the  business  of  the  country, 
and  the  legislation  of  the  country ;  it  was  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  and  those  surround- 
ing him.  The  legislation  of  the  Government 
appeared  to  be  alienating  the  members  of 
the  Premier's  own  side  of  the  House.  Weeks 
had  been  wasted  over  the  police  question,  and 
now  that  was  settled  they  had  this  other  ques- 
tion. Was  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  during  the  whole  of  the  last  week 
had  blocked  the  business  in  reference  to  the 
Financial  Statement?  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  and  those  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
talked  and  talked,  and  repeated  each  other's 
statements,  and  repeated  the  Financial  State- 
ment, reading  every  detail  and  figure  in  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man could  not  refer  to  a  past  debate. 

Mr.  WASON  said  he  was  replying  to  some- 
thing the  right  honourable  gentleman  let  fall. 
Did  honourable  members  opposite  think  that 
members  on  his  side  of  the  House  were 
going  to  sit  still  and  be  accused  of  blocking 
the  business  of  the  country  without  repu- 
diating such   unjust   charges?     Did  honour- 


able members  opposite  think  their  consti- 
tuents had  sent  them  to  the  House  to  be  a 
lot  of  dumb  dogs  ?  He  said,  No ;  they  were 
sent  to  the  House  to  give  expression  to  the 
views  of  their  constituents.  The  Opposition 
did  not  attack  the  Government.  It  was  mem- 
bers of  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  were 
the  attacking  parties,  and  they  were  con- 
stantly endeavouring  to  injure  the  members 
of  the  Opposition  in  the  eyes  of  their  con- 
stituents. The  Opposition  during  the  session 
had  never  made  a  single  attack  on  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier,  it  was  most  unfair  to 
accuse  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  with 
sending  hundreds  and  thousands  of  young  girls 
to  perdition  because  they  would  not  pass  any 
legislation.  Why  did  not  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  pass  that  legislation  during  the 
laAt  six  years,  when  he  had  uncontrolled 
power  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Juvenile  Depravity 
Prevention  Bill  was  blocked  twelve  months  ago 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  blocking  it 
now. 

Mr.  WASON  said  it  was  not  a  question  of 
twelve  months  ago  ;  the  legislation  should  have 
been  passed  six  years  ago,  when  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  uncontrolled  power 
to  do  so.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
knew  perfectly  well  he  was  patting  an  unfair 
construction  on  the  motives  of  the  Opposition 
in  saying  they  were  preventing  these  remedial 
measures  being  carried  out.  The  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  knew  the  Opposition  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  that  Bill.  They  read  it  a 
second  time,  and  had  been  excessively  generous 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  reference 
to  the  Bill,  because  they  read  it  a  second  time 
pro  forma  after  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  made  a  violent  speech  in  moving  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  realise  it  was  a 
Bill  of  a  most  important  and  searching  nature. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  also  given 
notice  that  afternoon  of  a  Bill  called  the  Con- 
tagious Diseases  Act  Bepeal  Bill,  and  another 
Bill— the  Public  Health  Bill— had  been  intro- 
duced by  his  colleague,  the  Hon.  Mr  Carroll. 
He  said  all  these  Bills  should  be  taken  together 
and  read  together,  and  should  not  be  passed 
piecemeal.  If  there  was  any  blame,  it  was  at- 
tached to  members  on  the  Government  side  of 
the  House  ;  and  he  had  never  heard  a  more 
unfair  statement  than  that  the  Opposition  were 
responsible  for  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  going 
to  perdition.  He  trusted  that  members,  not 
only  of  that  House  but  of  succeeding  Parlia- 
ments, would  take  every  opportunity  of  answer- 
ing aspersions  and  reflections  thrown  upon 
them.  Of  course,  a  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  the  constitution  of  the  various  Commit- 
tees proposed  to  be  set  up.  He  thought  enough 
had  been  said  about  that  matter,  and  he  did 
not  know  that  it  was  worth  while  for  honour- 
able members  on  his  side  of  the  House  to  say 
more  about  that  subject  just  then,  except  this : 
that,  as  far  as  he  knew,  no  overtures  whatever 
had  been  made  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  At  any 
rate  he  understood  so  from  the  honourable 
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member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui  had  clearly  laid  down 
the  position  with  regard  to  that  portion  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House  that  had  been 
forfeited.  He  was  sure  honourable  members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  oould  not 
accuse  them  of  any  desire  to  prolong  the 
•debate  or  to  set  up  anything  in  the  nature  of 
a  stonewall,  because  all  the  speakers  on  that 
side  had  only  occupied  a  very  few  minutes 
each  in  placing  their  protest  on  record.  As 
to  the  Government  taking  Wednesdays,  he 
would  ask  members  to  consider  this:  that 
none  of  them  would  be  able  to  introduce  a 
measure  except  by  the  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  Standing  Order  No.  76  provided  that 
private  members'  Bills  could  be  adopted  by 
the  Government.  He  was  sorry  they  had 
spent  the  last  couple  of  hours  fruitlessly  over 
this  matter,  which  was  really  a  most  im- 
portant question ;  but  he  hoped  the  Prenuer 
would  show  a  little  more  consideration  in 
future,  and  not  endeavour  to  arouse  a  spirit 
of  antagonism,  both  to  himself  and  his  mea- 
sures in  the  country,  which  he  most  certainly 
would  do  if  he  persisted  in  hia  present  tactics. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— Mr.  Speaker,  on  rising  to 
■address  this  House  on  the  present  occasion,  I 
should  like  to  preface  the  few  remarks  I  have 
to  make  by  referring  to  the  mode  of  procedure 
followed  by  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer in  introduciDg  the  Financial  Statement. 
Most  honourable  members  will  remember  that 
in  connection  with  this  Financial  Statement  a 
Tery  unusual  course  was  followed,  and  that 
•course  was  adopted  on  the  representation  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  was  feeling 
unwell,  or  that  he  was  too  indisposed  to  read 
that  particular  Budget. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  no  ;  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— At  any  rate,  the  inference 
was  that  the  Premier  was  feeling  unwell,  and 
was  therefore  unable  to  read  a  Statement 
which  contained  some  twenty-nine  pages  of 
reading-matter,  and  also,  in  addition  to  that, 
twenty-seven  pages  of  tables.  But,  Sir,  I 
venture  to  say  I  think  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  must  have  anticipated  the  result 
of  the  Dunedin  election,  and  that  probably 
made  him  feel  unwell  on  the  occasion  I  refer 
to;  and  I  also  believe  it  was  in  anticipation 
of  that  particular  event  the  Statement  was 
brought  down  in  the  manner  it  was.  There  is 
no  doubt,  Sir,  it  was  intended  to  influence  that 
election.  We  also  had  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, a  gentleman  spoken  of  as  the  Wizard  of 
Finance,  speaking  in  Dunedin,  and  attempting 
to  prevent  the  return  of  Mr.  Sligo,  the  gentle- 
man recently  elected  to  this  House.  And  I 
must  congratulate  that  gentleman,  and  the 
Opposition  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  acces- 
sion to  their  ranks  of  a  man  who  was  able  to 
hold  his  own  against  all  the  influences  an  un- 
ecrupulous  and  corrupt  Government  could 
bring  to  bear.  This  honourable  gentleman 
Mi\  Wason 


has  been  elected  as  the  representative  of  the 
people  of  Dunedin  by  a  very  considerable  ma- 
jority. Now,  Sir,  coming  to  the  Financial 
Statement,  it  has  been  said  that  no  criticism 
of  the  Statement  has  been  made  by  membera 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  Why»  any  honour- 
able member  who  has  listened  to  the  speeches 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oi^ 
(Sir  R.  Stout),  or  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, or  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata, 
must  admit  that  very  effective  and  pungent 
criticism  has  been  given  from  the  Opposition 
benches.  But  let  me  refer  to  what  has  fallen 
from  honourable  members  on  the  other  side. 
The  (honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  who  is 
an  admitted  authority  on  finance — that  honoor- 
able  gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  Banking 
Committee,  and  therefore  must  be  regarded  as 
an  authority  on  finance — he,  Sir,  condemned 
the  seizure  of  the  sinking  funds  by  the  present 
Government.  The  honourable  member  for 
Masterton,  who  is,  I  think,  an  authority  upon 
everything  under  the  sun,  condemned  the 
public-works  administration.  The  honourable 
member  for  Otaki,  who  must  be  regarded  as 
an  expert  upon  the  question  of  land-adminis- 
tration, condemned  the  land-administration 
of  the  present  Government.  I  understand 
that  honourable  gentleman  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Land  Board  of  the  Wellington  District 
for  some  considerable  time,  and  must  be  an 
authority  upon  the  question.  Then.  Sir,  we 
come  to  what  fell  from  the  honourable  the 
junior  member  for  Christohurch  City.  Why, 
he  completely  condemned  the  police  adminis- 
tration, and  he  placed  the  Government  of  the 
day  in  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  most 
humiliating  position.  He  has  forced  the  Go- 
vernment to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  administration  of  one  of  their 
own  departments.  I  consider  that  was  a  very 
humiliating  position  for  any  Government  to  be 
placed  in.  What  does  the  policy  of  the  Grovem- 
ment,  as  disclosed  in  the  Financial  Statement, 
amount  to?  Does  it  disclose  any  policy?  I 
say,  clearly  and  emphatically.  No.  It  is  a 
political  kite,  flying  to  catch  any  favourable 
breeze  that  might  blow.  Honourable  members 
must  agree  with  me  that  no  clear  and  definite 
policy  has  been  enunciated  or  pla^^ed  be- 
fore the  people  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
In  turning  to  the  Financial  Statement  what 
do  we  note  there  ?  We  find  that  an  incorrect 
statement  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  has 
been  placed  before  the  people.  I  should  like 
to  draw  honourable  members'  attention  to 
page  10  of  the  Budget,  where  we  find  that 
the  liabilities  of  the  colony  were  stated  on  the 
Slst  March,  1891,  to  amount  to  £38,830,350; 
and.  Sir,  according  to  the  New  Zealand  Hand- 
book, published  under  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  liabilities  of  this  colony  on  that 
particular  date  were  given  as  £37,348,308, 
and,  in  order  to  make  the  borrowing  of  the 
Government  appear  less  than  it  really  was, 
the  liabilities  of  the  colony  on  the  Slst  March, 
1891,  have  been  overstated  by  £1,487.042; 
therefore  I  say.  Sir,  that  the  Financial  State- 
ment  as  placed  before  the  colony  by  the  Right 
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Hon.  the  Premier  is  inooneot  and  mialeading. 
£1,487,000  is  the  amoont  understated  in  order 
to  make  it  appear  that  the  borrowing  of  the 
present  Government  was  less  than  it  actually 
was  on  the  Slst  Maroh  last  by  £1,487,442. 
What  was  the  policy  of  the  so-called  Liberal 
Qovemment  during  the  lifetime  of  the  late 
John  Ballanoe  ?  Why,  the  policy.  Sir,  of  that 
Government  was  a  policy  of  non-borrowing 
and  a  policy  of  self-reliance.  Non-borrowing 
and  self-reliance  were  the  two  cardinal  points 
in  that  policy,  and  the  other  principal  point 
in  that  policy  was  a  policy  of  bursting  up. 
Non-borrowing,  self-reliance,  and  bursting  up. 
Those  were  the  chiefplanks  of  their  policy  up 
to  the  year  1895.    BLonourable  members  will 


know  what  has  taken  place  in  reference  to 
the  bursting-up  policy.  In  the  year  1895  that 
bursting-up  policy  was  so  successful  that  it 
almost  burst  up  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand ;  and 
the  Government  of  this  country,  and  the 
Premier  of  this  country,  assumed  the  position 
of  a  universal  providence,  and  the  people  of  this 
oountry  were  called  upon  to  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  the  extent  of 
five  millions.  Sir,  here  we  have  an  instance  of 
the  success  which  has  attended  the  bursting-up 
policy  of  the  Government.  If  not  almost  suc- 
cessful, it  nearly  succeeded  in  bursting  up  the 
greatest  social  pest  in  New  Zealand  at  that  par- 
ticular time — namely,  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
That  was  one  of  the  results  of  the  bursting-up 
policy.  And  what  has  been  the  result  of  the 
lion -borrowing  and  self-reliant  policy?  I  am 
afraid.  Sir,  I  shall  have  to  trouble  you  with  a 
few  figures  in  reference  to  that  part  of  the 
policy.  According  to  the  Statement  I  find 
that  the  public  debt  on  the  Slst  March  last 
amounted  to  £43,552,324.  And,  since  then, 
according  to  the  estimates,  land-settlement 
debentures  have  been  issued  amounting  to 
£105,000.  The  balance  of  the  loan  in  1896 
was  £250,000.  There  is  to  be  a  new  loan 
for  the  railways  shortly,  of  £200,000,  and 
for  education  £50,000.  And  then  you  have  to 
add  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  guaranteed 
shares,  two  millions;  the  Assets  Realisation 
debentures,  £2,731,706 ;  and  you  have  a  total 
financial  liability  of  £48,890,000.  And,  Sir,  if 
the  figures  are  the  same  on  the  Slst  March 
next  the  financial  liability  of  this  colony  will 
have  increased  to  £50,301,128,  because  we  have 
Treasury  bills  amounting  to  £330,000,  and 
outstanding  liabilities,  if  we  take  them  at  the 
same  amount  for  the  present  year  as  last,  they 
will  amount  to  £682,098,  plus  whatever  further 
borrowings  may  take  place  for  the  purpose  of 
laod* settlement  operations;  and  on  the  3l6t 
March  next  the  total  financial  liability  of  this 
country  will  have  increased  to  £50,301,128. 
Now,  Sir,  I  think  that  shows  what  has  been 
done  in  reference  to  the  non-borrowing  policy. 
We  have  entered  on  a  new  departure — what  is 
csJled  a  borrowing  policy  for  the  purpose  of 
reproductive  works,  and  in  connection  with 
this  particular  policy  I  might  say  this,  Sir :  I 
think  that  the  borrowing  policy  of  the  present 
Government — its  reproductive  -  works  policy — 
enables  them  to  circulate  money  in  districts 


which  return  to  this  House  members  who  sup- 
port the  present  Government.  That  is  one  of 
the  great  features  in  this  reproductive  borrow- 
ing policy.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion 
there  may  be  as  to  the  non-productive  or  repro- 
ductive character  of  these  loans,  there  can  be 
but  one  opinion — that  these  loans  are  repro- 
ductive in  the  sense  that  rabbits  are  repro- 
ductive— they  go  on  increasing  year  by  year; 
and  if  we  go  on  year  after  year  increasing  our 
liabilities,  and  making  no  provision  for  the  re- 
payment of  our  just  debts,  there  is  nothing 
out  misery  and  distress  for  the  people  of  thia 
country.  I  do  not  intend  to  deal  with  all  the 
different  subjects  contained  in  this  Financial 
Statement.  It  would  occupy  a  great  deal 
of  time,  and  it  would  weary  the  House  con- 
siderably, but  I  would  like  to  point  out  that, 
according  to  the  Financial  Statement,  the 
following  subjects  are  to  be  dealt  with :  Old- 
age  pensions,  beet-root  sugar,  trade  with  the 
Islands,  business  agents  for  the  colony,  the 
Premiers'  conference  at  Hobart,  and  li^ht 
railways.  It  also  deals  with  the  introduction 
of  the  rhea  plant,  and  goes  on  to  say  what 
is  proposed  to  be  done  with  reference  to  its 
introduction.  This  is  what  the  Statement 
says : — 

**  Representatives  of  the  company  holding 
the  patent  rights  for  the  cleansing  process 
waited  upon  me  when  in  England,  and  wished 
to  know  whether  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment were  prepared  to  encourage  the  intro- 
duction of  this  plant  into  the  colony,  and  set 
apart  land  for  the  company  for  the  purpose." 

And  in  connection  with  the  introduction  of 
this  particular  plant  I  would  like  to  just 
mention  that  both  France  and  America  have 
spent  large  sums  of  money  upon  its  introduc- 
tion, and  they  have  found  it  to  be  unsuccessful 
and  almost  useless.  And  yet  we  have  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  proposing  to  introduce 
and  foster  a  plant  which  has  been  proved  both 
by  the  Americans  and  the  French  to  be  actually 
useless.  It  is  not  stated  in  this  Financial 
Statement  whether  the  services  of  a  local 
director  are  required.  It  does  not  say  whether 
the  company  is  'an  Anglo- German  one,  or 
whether  it  is  an  English  company ;  and  while 
on  the  subject  of  the  Anglo-German  Syndicate 
I  might  say  this :  that  I  entirely  disapprove  of 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  occupying  the 
position  of  a  director  of  any  foreign  syndicate, 
and  I  will  quote  from  a  book  which  I  am  afraid 
honourable  members  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
reading.  That  is,  the  Bible.  What  does  the 
Bible  say  in  reference  to  this :  "  No  man  can 
serve  two  masters,  for  either  he  must  hold  to  the 
one  and  hate  the  other,  or  he  must  cleave  to  the 
one  and  despise  the  other."  What  is  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Premier?  The  Premier  is  paid  by 
the  people  of  this  colony  to  devote  his  time  to 
the  affairs  of  the  colony,  and  yet  we  have  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  disregarding  the 
Bible,  and  attempting  to  serve  two  masters, 
in  devoting  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Anglo-German  Syndicate,  and  at  the  same  time 

.  Q^    occupying   the   position  of    Premier. 

*'^'    And  what  may  that    Anglo-German 
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Syndicate  require  ?  That  syndicate  may  at 
any  time  require  concessions  to  be  made  on 
the  part  of  the  colony;  and  what  will  be  the 
posinon  of  that  honourable  gentleman  then? 
He  will  have  to  choose  between  the  Anglo- 
German  Syndicate,  by  which  he  is  paid  an 
excellent  salary  as  a  director,  and  this  colony. 
He  will  be  placed  in  a  very  invidious  position, 
and  a  position  which  no  gentleman  holding  his 
position  ought  to  occupy.  There  is  another 
matter  I  had  almost  overlooked.  The  Budget 
discloses  suaother  very  important  subject.  It 
says,  *'  In  houses  having  more  than  six  rooms 
there  was  an  increase  since  1891  of  7,617.  Of 
the  chief  cities  Wellington  shows  the  greatest 
number  of  persons  to  a  house."  Now,  that  is 
unusual  information  to  find  in  a  Financial 
Statement ;  and,  further,  ic  goes  on  to  say, 
*'  Freethinkers  decreased  from  4,475  to  3,983, 
or  nearly  11  per  cent. ;  and  the  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  that  is  that  the  freethinkers  have 
diminished  in  consequence  of  the  legislation  of 
the  Government,  because  they  have  diminished 
from  1891  to  1896.  I  am  sorry  to  notice  that  no 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  "  unemployed  ** 
difficulty,  and  the  Government  do  not  appear 
to  realise  what  that  difficulty  really  means. 
Ac  the  present  time  in  this  town  there  are 
numbers  of  men  who  have  not  done  a  day's 
work  for  weeks,  and  throughout  the  country 
districts  men  are  travelling  about,  in  many 
cases  bootless  and  without  blankets.  There 
are  men  also  in  the  small  towns  who  have  not 
had  a  day's  work  for  many  months  past ;  and 
yet  the  Government  refuses  to  realise  that  this 
difficulty  does  exist,  and  fails  to  make  some 
provision  for  dealing  with  a  question  of  such 
great  social  importance.  I  hope  before  this 
session  closes  some  real  attempt  will  be  made 
to  deal  with  the  "  unemployed  "  question.  I 
know  what  that  difficulty  is,  and  1  believe  the 
real  solution  of  that  difficulty  can  be  found  if 
the  Government  of  this  colony  will  only  settle 
the  land  question  in  a  reasonable  and  suitable 
yray.  In  the  district  I  have  the  honour  to  re- 
present large  blocks  of  Native  land  are  held  in 
unprofitable  occupation  close  to  the  railway. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.  — Leave  the  Native  land 
alonet 

Mr.  HUNTER.— The  honourable  member 
says,  **  Leave  the  Native  land  alone."  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  leave  it  alone,  where  the 
Natives  are  turning  their  land  to  profitable 
account,  and  making  some  use  of  it.  That 
land  I  refer  to  is  in  unprofitable  occupation, 
and  will  remain  so  as  long  as  the  Native 
owners  retain  it.  I  give  the  Minister  of  Lands 
credit  for  attempting  to  deal  with  the  land 
question.  The  result  of  the  land  administra- 
tion can  be  summed  up  in  one  word,  and  that 
word  is  "  failure."  Too  many  systems  of  land 
settlement  have  been  attempted.  What  we 
require  is  a  cheap  and  an  easy  system  which 
will  enable  people  to  settle  upon  the  land,  and, 
having  so  settled,  to  make  the  land  their  free- 
hold; and,  if  we  give  them  freehold  tenure, 
I  am  quite  certain  they  will  have  every 
incentive  to  make  the  land  valuable  both 
to  themselves  and  to  the  State.  But,  Sir, 
Mr,  HunUr 


as  long  as  we  continue  this  multiplicity  of 
systems  we  shall  never  have  a  satisfaotoiy 
settlement  of  the  land  question.  According 
to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Grown 
Lands  there  are  at  the  present  time  in  Hawke's 
Bay  352,000  acres  of  Grown  land  suitable  for 
settlement.  One  improved-farm  settlement 
there  has,  I  observe,  been  successfully  settled, 
and  if  the  Government  would  only  settle  these 
Grown  lands  in  Hawke's  Bay  in  the  same  way 
as  they  settled  this  particular  block,  it  would 
cost  £50,000  less  than  it  cost  to  settle  Cheviot, 
and  give  an  improved  farm  to  three  thousand 
selectors ;  and  1  do  most  earnestly  commend 
to  the  Minister  of  Lands  the  figures  I  havB 
quoted — they  are  his  own.  On  the  Cheviot 
Estate  only  218  persons  were  settled,  and  if  the 
Grown  lands  of  Hawke's  Bay  were  opened  up 
three  thousand  persons  could  be  settled  on 
them  at  £50,000  less  cost  than  was  incurred  in 
settling  the  Cheviot  Estate.  Before  I  sit  down 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  what  has  been  the 
result  of  the  administration  during  the  past 
six  years.  The  annual  rate  of  taxation  has 
increased  to  £3  lis.  per  head,  and  is  now 
higher  than  any  of  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies with  the  exception  of  Western  Australia. 
Our  indebtedness  has  increased  to  £61  166. 5d., 
an  increase  since  last  year  of  128.  a  head. 
Interest  charges  have  also  accumulated,  and 
since  last  year  they  are  increased  by  £59,653. 
Charitable  aid  expenditure  has  also  increased. 
In  1894  it  stood  at  £76,616  14s.  9d.,  and  in 
189S  it  had  increased  to  £106,586  Os.  2d.,  so  that 
we  see  in  every  direction  increases  have  taken 
place.  There  have  been  increases  in  taxation, 
in  indebtedness,  and  in  the  amount  of  chari- 
table aid,  all  of  which,  to  my  mind,  tends  to 
prove  that  the  administration  of  the  present 
Government  has  been  detrimental  to  the  best 
interests  of  this  colony.  Why,  Sir,  if  we  turn 
to  the  census  returns,  what  do  we  find  there  ? 
We  find  that  there  are  14,759  male  bread- 
winners at  the  present  time  out  of  work ;  that 
there  are  2,637  females  out  of  work,  making  a 
total  of  17,396  persons  who  are  unable  to 
find  employment;  and,  in  addition  to  that, 
we  find  20,959  males  and  5,907  females, 
making  a  total  of  44,262,  who  are  not  earn- 
ing wages  at  the  present  time.  In  a  popu- 
lation of  708,360  we  have  44,262  persons 
not  at  present  in  work.  I  oome  now  to  an  item 
in  the  estimates,  and  an  item  which  I  take 
very  great  exception  to :  that  is,  the  item  of 
£1,750  for  the  Premier's  expenses  to  England 
and  back ;  and  there  is  also  .in  that  particular 
column  the  item  of  £518  for  the  Premier's  ex- 
penses at  the  Conference  at  Hobart ;  and  I 
think  it  is  manifestly  wrong,  and  I  intend  when 
the  time  comes  to  raise  my  protest  against  this 
large  expenditure  of  public  money  on  the  part 
of  the  Premier.  The  Premier  is  generous  to- 
wards himself,  but  very  ungenerous  towards 
the  people  of  this  colony.  And,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  I  would  like  to  point  out 
that,  although  £2,268  has  been  expended 
upon  the  Premier  himself  in  connection 
with  these  particular  tripe,  the  sufferers  by 
the  Hawke's  Bay  floods  only  received  £110; 
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and  there  is  an  honourable  gentleman  in 
this  House  who  has  done  more  to  relieve  the 
sufferers  by  the  flood  than  the  Government 
themselves.  I  think  it  speaks  very  little  for 
the  generosity  of  this  Oovemment,  when  we 
find  the  Premier  himself  expending  large  sums 
apon  himself,  and  only  giving  £110  for  the 
cdief  of  those  people  who  snffered  so  much 
loas  and  misery  in  consequence  of  these  floods. 
The  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  (Mr. 
Flatman)  made  reference  to  a  promise  made 
by  me  to  assist  with  a  donation  a  certain  fund, 
if  required.  I  am  glad  he  made  that  reference, 
because  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  referring 
to  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  said  that  I  had  promised  the  sum  of 
£50  towards  a  charitable  object.  It  was  given 
after  the  election,  but  was  given  with  the  inten- 
tion and  object  of  influencing  the  next  election. 
That  is  what  the  gentleman  said.  Now,  Sir, 
what  are  the  actions  of  the  Gk)vemment  with 
reference  to  influencing  the  elections  ?  I  was 
charged  with  attempting  to  corrupt  this  par- 
ticular district  by  promising  to  give  £50  out  of 
my  own  pocket.  But  we  flnd  the '  Premier 
ranning  a  special  train  in  order  to  address  the 
electors  in  that  district,  and  with  the  object  and 
the  intention  of  assisting  a  particular  candidate 
at  the  next  general  election.  What  is  wrong 
in  a  private  member,  in  dealing  with  his  own 
money,  appears  to  be  perfectly  right  in  the 
Premier  dealing  with  the  public  money  of  the 
colony.  The  money  I  promised  to  spend  in  a 
particular  direction  was  my  own  money ;  the 
money  which  the  Premier  expended  was  money 
taken  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  colony. 
I  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  honourable 
members,  and  of  you.  Sir,  a  matter  of  some  in- 
terest in  connection  with  a  promise  made  by 
the  Government,  through  their  candidate  at 
last  election,  to  assist  certain  settlers  in  the 
Makaretu  district  whose  homes  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire  for  the  second  year  in  succes- 
sion. Now,  Sir,  some  time  in  the  month  of 
Maroh,  1896,~I  think  that  was  the  date,— an 
application  was  made  to  the  Government  for 
assistance  in  order  to  relieve  the  distress  which 
bad  been  occasioned  by  these  disastrous  fires. 
A  Government  Inspector  was  sent  through  the 
district  to  make  a  report,  and  he  reported 
against  any  relief  being  given,  and  the  Govern- 
ment refused  to  relieve  those  settlers.  Now, 
Sir,  what  happened?  In  December,  almost 
immediately  prior  to  the  election,  the  Go- 
vernment announced  that  £250  was  to  be 
expended  for  the  benefit  of  those  people. 
Sir,  within  a  week  or  two  of  the  general 
election  was  a  favourable  opportunity  to  an- 
nounce the  fact  that  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  expend  £250  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sufferers,  while  six  months  before  the  election, 
or  thereabouts,  they  absolutely  refused  to  help. 
I  would  like  to  say  this :  I  am  very  sorry  indeed 
that  the  Government  have  not  fulfilled  that 
promise.  Although  the  Government  made  a 
promise  that  £250  was  to  be  devoted  to  this 
particular  object,  after  the  election  they  re- 
iQsed  to  give  that  sum;  and  I  think  it  is  a 
crying  shame  that,    because  that  particular 


district  did  not  return  to  Parliament  a  repre- 
sentative who  was  a  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Government  should  positively  refuse 
to  carry  out  the  promise  which  had  been  made 
prior  to  the  election,  and  which  was  refused 
immediately  afterwards. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN.— Sir,  it  has  been  stated 
in  this  House  very  frequently  lately  that  the 
Government  party  were  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  the  conduct  of  business  of  this  House. 
Well,  I  entirely  object  to  that  statement.  Last 
Friday  evening  I  intended  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  Financial  Statement,  and  J.  discovered 
it  was  the  intention  of  our  side  of  the  House 
that,  if  possible,  the  debate  should  close  that 
night.  1  intended  to  forfeit  my  opportunity 
in  order  that  the  debate  should  be  brought  to 
a  dose  that  night ;  and  when  the  honourable 
member  on  the  other  side  who  was  speaking 
had  finished  his  speech  the  Premier  got  up  to 
reply,  but  sbs  soon  as  he  got  up  there  were  no 
less  than  three  or  four  gentlemen  from  the 
other  side  who  got  up,  and  they  spoke  one  after 
the  other.  That  is,  I  think,  direct  evidence 
that  it  is  not  this  side  of  the  House,  at  any 
rate,  that  is  keeping  back  the  business  of 
the  country.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  took  exception  to  the  position 
the  Premier  holds  on  the  Anglo  -  Oontinental 
Company.  Now,  I  say  that  his  position  on  that 
company  does  not  clash  with  his  duties  as  Pre- 
mier of  the  colony.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
one  would  expect  a  person  to  give  up  his  own 
profession  because  he  happened  to  be  holding 
a  position  in  the  State.  The  amount  paid  to 
Ministers  is  a  very  paltry  one,  and  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the  position,  and 
to  deprive  them  from  entering  into  other  busi- 
ness that  does  not  clash  with  their  duties  to  the 
State,  is,  1  think,  very  wrong  indeed.  With  re- 
gard to  this  question  of  the  Premier's  connection 
with  the  company,  I  say  it  is  an  excellent  thing 
for  this  country  that  he  holds  that  position. 
The  effect  of  it  will  be  —  indeed,  it  has  been 
— to  prevent  "wild-oat"  schemes  from  being 
floated  in  the  Old  Country  —  schemes  that 
may  not  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  colony 
—and  whenever  any  proposal  for  investment 
is  submitted  for  his  opinion,  his  position  is  a 
guarantee  that  unless  it  is  a  good  thing  he 
will  not  consent  to  it,  and,  therefore,  I  think 
the  colony  is  safeguarded  by  the  fact  that  the 
Premier  is  connected  with  that  company  as 
one  of  its  advisers.  I  was  pained  indeed  to 
listen  to  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa 
making  reference  to  the  amount  that  the 
Premier  expended  on  his  visit  Home.  I  did 
not  think  there  would  be  one  honourable 
gentleman  in  this  House  who  would  take  ex- 
ception to  the  amount  if  it  had  been  twice  as 
much  as  it  is  ;  the  House  gave  the  Premier 
carte  blanche.  When  he  went  away  I  thought 
that  the  amount  would  be  not  less  than  £2,500, 
and  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  that 
it  was  only  this  comparativelv  small  sum  of 
£1,750.  If  we  look  at  the  good  that  will  accrue 
from  the  honourable  gentleman's  visit — if  we 
look  at  the  enormous  expense  he  incurred  in 
going  Home,  and  the  excellent  way  in  which 
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he  has  represented  this  oolony,  I  do  not 
think  any  person  wonid  object  to  this  mode- 
rate sum  that  has  been  asked  to  be  autho- 
rised. I  ^as  in  hopes  that  nobody  would 
*have  mentioned  this  matter.  The  honourable 
the  middle  member  for  Wellington  City  referred 
to  it,  but  in  such  a  very  apologetic  way  that 
I  do  not  think  he  meant  what  he  said.  Now, 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Financial 
Statement.  I  listened  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  the  debate  that  has  taken  place  on 
the  question,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
I  think  the  tone  has  been  moderate  and  very 
favourable.  Some  of  the  honourable  members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  have  indulged 
in  very  gloomy  forebodings  about  the  country 
drifting  rapidly  to  financial,  commercial, 
and  social  ruin ;  but  I  entirely  disagree 
with  those  forecasts.  I  say,  Sir,  that  our 
country  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous  con- 
dition than  it  is  at  the  present  moment,  and 
the  Financial  Statement,  though  it  is  a  lengthy 
document,  is  permeated  on  every  pchge  with 
evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  the  countoy — not 
only  with  recent  prosperity,  for  it  discloses  a 
far-seeing  policy  that  will  guarantee  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  prosperity  and  the  bright 
prospects  that  we  now  have  before  us.  It 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  for  me  to  reiterate 
the  figures  disclosed  in  the  Statement,  because 
we  know  that  figures  can  be  made  to  prove 
anything,  and  in  addition  to  that  too  many  of 
them  are  wearying ;  therefore  I  shall  not  inflict 
on  che  House  many  figures  at  present.'  But,  I 
wish  to  say  that  there  is  evidence  disclosed 
in  the  Statement  of  the  great  wealth  of  our 
country,  of  the  expansion  of  cur  commerce, 
of  our  industries,  and  of  all  the  other  factors 
which  together  make  up  the  prosperity  of 
n  nation,  which  we  have  in  a  very  marked 
degree,  and  which  we  are  still  enjoying  at 
the  present  time.  Since  the  present  Govern- 
ment took  office  we  find  that  our  increase  in 
the  export  of  wool  amounts  to  no  less  than 
56,000,0001b.,  besides  1,000,0001b.  extra  used 
in  our  local  woollen-mills.  The  flocks  of  the 
colony  have  increased  by  three  millions,  the 
frozen  mutton  has  increased  by  twenty-two 
and  a  half  million  pounds,  and  butter  and 
cheese  exported  have  increased  by  £204,000  in 
value.  Then,  the  number  of  our  holdings  of 
over  one  acre  have  increased  by  8,498;  the 
areas  in  cultivation  and  surface -sown  have 
increased  by  no  less  than  2,696,000  acres —in 
connection  with  which  I  would  like  to  say  that 
this  increase  is  nine  times  more  than  that  of 
all  the  Australian  Colonies  put  together.  The 
wealth  per  head  of  the  population  is  £288,  and 
the  annual  income  of  the  people  is  higher  than 
it  is  in  any  other  country  in  the  world  — 
namely,  £44  per  head— the  next  being  Austra- 
lia with  £40  per  head.  The  public  debt  is 
ISs.  8d.  less  than  it  was  in  1890,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  has  been  said  to  the  contrary. 
And  still  there  are  pessimists  who  say  that  the 
country  is  not  in  a  prosperous  condition.  I 
think  it  would  be  very  hard  to  satisfy  the 
people  who  say  that.  It  is  easy  to  pro- 
pound a  policy  that  would  be  satislac- 
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tory  for  the  year,  —  a  policy  of  stagnatiQii, — 
a  policy  of  **  peace  in  our  time."  But,  Sir, 
what  this  country  wants  is  a  progreaaive 
policy,  and  the  colony  has  shown  its  apprecia- 
tion of  progressive  legislation  by  returning  the 
Liberal  party  to  power  three  times  in  suooes- 
sion.  This,  I  believe,  is  unique  in  the  histoty 
of  the  colonies,  and  I  think  it  is  unique  in  the 
history  of  the  British  Empire.  The  honourable 
memwr  for  Kaiapoi  said,  the  other  evening, 
"  There  is  a  probability  of  the  minority  on  this 
side  of  the  House  bemg  turned  into  a  majority.*' 
Sir,  I  predict  that  the  Liberal  party  will  oon- 
tinue  to  be  in  power,  at  any  rate,  until  the 
Opposition  advances  a  policy  that  is  progressive 
and  more  up  to  date  than  the  one  we  have  now. 
The  time  may  come  when  the  Liberal  party 
will  be  turned  out  of  their  seats  by  a  ▼ote 
of  this  House ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that 
an  appeal  to  the  country  will  result  in  their 
being  sent  back  to  those  benches  by  large  ma- 
jorities. The  forces  that  formerly  controlled 
political  parties  have  entirely  changed,  and 
the  natural  outcome  of  the  universal  suflrage 
is  to  return  Liberal  candidates.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  precedent  for  the  defeat  at  the 
polls  of  a  Liberal  party  where  manhood  suffrage 
was  established.  If  my  politiccJ  experience 
justifies  the  advice,  I  would  say  to  the  Opposi- 
tion that  if  they  wish  to  occupy  the  seats  on 
this  side  of  the  House  they  should  support  the 
Liberal  measures  of  the  Government.  They 
should  show  to  the  country  that  they  are 
sincere  in  their  desire  to  improve  the  oondition 
of  the  people,  and  to  assist  those  who  oannot 
assist  themselves.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to 
the  Financial  Statement,  the  honourable  the 
leader  of  the  Opposicion  compared  it  to  a  cross 
between  an  official  handbook  and  a  tonrists' 
guide.  I  think  a  greater  compliment  ooold 
not  be  paid  to  the  Statement  than  that.  Does 
not  an  official  handbook  show  the  true 
statistical  position  of  the  country  ?  Is  it  not 
a  guarantee  that  every  figure  is  correct  and 
reliable?  Then,  Sir,  as  to  its  similarity  to 
a  tourists'  guide,  are  we  not  all  tourists  in 
this  life?  At  any  rate  the  tourist  in  the 
ordinary  sense  consults  his  guide  from  day  to 
day  as  he  travels  on  his  way  with  confidence 
and  security,  and  so.  Sir,  the  political  guide 
that  we  are  now  discussing  points  out  many 
paths  that  will  lead  us  to  that  haven  that  we 
all  desire  to  arrive  at — the  haven  of  peace  and 
prosperity.  Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the 
Statement  contains  matters  not  strictly  be- 
longing to  a  Colonial  Treasurer's  department ; 
but  what  of  that  ?  Why  stop  at  the  end  of  the 
time-worn,  beaten  road  of  Treasury  figures  ?  I 
think  the  right  honourable  gentleman  deserves 
great  praise  and  conunendation  for  going  on, 
and  unveiling  fresh  avenues  of  commercial 
enterprise.  The  suggested  line  of  steamers  to 
Calcutta,  vid  Brisbane,  has  been  ridiculed  by 
some  honourable  members ;  but  to  my  mind 
that  is  a  most  important  thing  for  the  House 
to  consider.  I  thmk  much  good  would  acozue 
from  the  proposal  if  it  was  properly  carried  oat 
I  see  probabilities  of  a  large  trade  springing  np 
between  this  country  and  countries  on   the 
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eftfttern  route  mentioned  in  the  Statement. 
There  is  the  differenoe  in  climate,  and  the 
natural  oondiiione  are  Buch  that  there  is  a 
piobahiliiy  of  developing  a  great  interchange  of 
oommoditiea  between  those  countries  and  this 
eolony.  And  not  only  that,  but  I  believe  the 
toarist  traffic  would  grow  to  large  proportions. 
There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Europeans, 
many  of  whom  would  visit  these  shores  if 
g  Q  facilities  were  available  for  doing  so. 
These  rich  Indians,  who  are  frizzhng 
all  their  time  in  tropical  India,  would,  if  they 
had  the  opportunity,  come  to  New  Zealand 
daring  their  hot  season,  and  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  this  colony  if  we  can  induce 
feouristfl  of  that  kind  to  come  here.  I  hope 
the  Qovemment  will  follow  this  matter  up,  and, 
if  neoeesary,  subsidise  a  line  of  steamers  to 
open  up  that  trade.  Then,  Sir,  the  Western 
Australian  trade  has  been  entirely  lost  to  us 
through  want  of  enterprise.  There  has  been 
an  enormoas  trade  there  in  connection  with 
the  gold  finds,  and  what  have  we  had  out  of  it  ? 
We  have  had  practically  nothing  at  all.  We 
most  look  to  the  markets  as  near  home  as 
possible  for  the  disposal  of  our  produce.  Then, 
Sir,  there  is  a  proposition  to  erect  cool-stores 
in  the  Old  Country.  1  think  that  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  I  believe  all  honourable 
gentlemen  who  are  interested  in  pastoral  pur- 
■nits  will  agree  with  me  thai  until  we  get 
something  of  this  kind  we  shall  never  success- 
fully carry  on  our  frozen-meat  trade.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  amount  required  to  erect 
these  stores  will  be  £40,000,  and  that  we  are  only 
to  pay  a  sum  of  £2,600  a  year  as  our  contribu- 
tion towards  this  undertaking.  The  frozen-meat 
trade  must  be  under  some  control  by  the 
Qovemment  at  this  end,  as  well  as  being  dis- 
tributed at  the  other  end,  before  it  will  be 
sDocessful  with  the  low  prices  ruling.  I  venture 
to  say  that  it  would  pay  this  country  to  appoint 
an  agent  at  Home  who  would  devote  all  his 
energies  in  the  Old  Country  to  the  distribution 
of  our  frozen  products  and  the  advancement  of 
the  industry  generally,  and  who  would  be  on 
the  groand  to  counteract  the  hostile  feeling 
against  our  frozen  mutton  that  the  pastoralists 
of  the  Old  Oountry  are  continually  stirring  up. 
Sir,  the  producer  must  have  the  benefit  of  what 
we  do  in  the  direction  of  fostering  this  industry, 
and  not  the  middleman,  as  I  am  afraid  is  the 
caM  at  the  present  time.  The  differenoe  in 
the  wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  our  frozen 
motion  clearly  shows  to  me  there  is  a  leakage 
aomewhere,  and  that  the  producer  does  not  get 
his  doe  reward.  I  think  that  the  Government 
should  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and  put  the 
trade  on  a  more  satisfactory  basis.  It  was 
very  significant  that,  at  the  very  time  it  was 
oabled  out  from  Home  that  the  companies  had 
reduced  the  freights  on  frozen  mutton,  it  was 
also  cabled  out  that  frozen  mutton  had  receded 
in  price  to  an  amount  equal  with  the  concession 
that  the  shipping  companies  had  made.  Well, 
Sir,  this  may  be  nothing  hot  a  very  peculiar 
coincidence,  but  to  my  mind  it  looks  as  if 
there  was  some  attempt  to  *'  rig  **  the  markets. 
Then,  Sir,  the  Financial  Statement  mentions 
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that  agents  should  be  appointed  in  the  large 
centres  in  the  Old  Country.  I  think  thai  would 
be  an  excellent  thing.  It  would  be  an  econo- 
mical way  of  disseminating  knowledge  of  our 
industries,  and  of  the  great  productiveness  of 
the  country,  and  the  other  advantages  that  it 
possesses.  It  would  be  an  inexpensive  way 
of  advertising  the  colony  in  the  great  centres 
of  population.  The  agents  would  be  under  the 
control  of  the  Agent- General.  Then,  Sir,  I 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  which  has  been  established 
by  the  Hon.  John  McKenzie.  It  is  very  hard 
to  estimate  the  benefits  that  have  accrued  to 
this  colony  from  that  department.  The  Dairy 
Industry  Act,  which  was  really  the  outcome 
of  it,  has  revolutionised  the  dairying  industry. 
Before  we  had  the  inspection,  and  the  grading, 
and  the  cool-stores  erected,  people  did  not  get 
the  returns  for  their  produce  that  they  should 
have  done.  Now,  the  advent  of  these  facilities 
have  not  only  increased  our  dairy  products, 
but  the  quality  has  been  improved  also.  We 
are  now  enabled  to  successfully  compete  In 
the  markets  of  the  world  with  the  great 
producing  countries  of  the  Old  World.  I 
can  tell  honourable  gentlemen  that  before 
the  Dairy  Industry  Act  came  into  force 
the  farmers,  after  supplying  the  require- 
ments for  home  consumption,  bad  to  send  the 
surplus  butter  Home  through  the  merchants, 
and  the  returns  they  got  were  about  2d.  a 
pound,  whereas  now  it  is  8d.  a  pound  for  all 
they  can  produce.  And  I  think  that  not  only 
should  the  Government  look  after  the  grading 
of  the  produce  exported  to  the  Old  Country,  but 
they  should  also  look  after  the  quality  of  the 
dairy  produce  that  goes  to  Australia.  I  saw 
by  the  paper  two  or  three  days  ago  there  were 
great  complaints  made  of  the  inferior  quality  of 
New  Zealand  butter  at  Coolgardie.  That  is  not 
a  desirable  thing,  and  I  think  if  people  are  so 
blind  to  their  own  interests  as  not  to  look  after 
the  quality  of  their  own  produce  and  send  it 
away  in  good  condition,  the  Government  cer- 
tainly should  step  in  for  the  credit  of  the  colony. 
Showing  the  necessity  for  strict  supervision,  I 
will  mention  what  occurred  at  Port  Chalmers 
last  season  at  the  cool-store  through  which  all 
butter  has  to  pass  and  to  be  graded  before  ship- 
ment. As  a  steamer  was  about  to  sail  a  parcel 
of  butter  was  sent  in  to  go  in  the  steamer ;  but, 
as  the  conditions  of  the  Act  provide  that  all 
butter  should  be  frozen  before  being  shipped, 
and  remain  two  days  in  the  store,  it  was  shut 
out  of  the  ship  and  put  in  the  store.  Then  the 
Government  grader  sampled  it,  and  found  that 
it  was  actually  putrid.  There  is  an  instance 
to  show  that  but  for  this  provision  it  would 
have  been  sent  away  and  put  on  the  London 
market,  and  given  our  produce  a  very  bad  name. 
With  regard  to  the  management  of  our  rail- 
ways, I  think  the  country  has  every  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  Mr.  Oadman's  administration^ 
He  has  succeeded  in  managing  our  lines  with 
very  little  friction  to  the  people  and  with  very 
good  results  financially  to  the  department. 
The  net  earnings  last  year  were  £8  3s.  lOd. 
per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  construction — some 
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fifteen  millions  and  a  half  of  money.    I  think 
that  18  the  largest  percentage  yet  reoeived.     I 
do  not,  however,  attach  so  much  importance  to 
the  amount  of  interest  we  receive  on  the  capital 
cost  of  the  railways  as  I  do  to  the  good  they  do 
in  promoting  settlement,  helping  agriculture 
and  our  local  industries.    I  think  it  is  only  right 
that  the  consolidated  revenue  should  bear  a 
part  of  the  expense  of  our  railways.    The  tariff 
might  be  made  so  high  that  the  producer  would 
have  to  bear  the  whole  of  the  burden  of  the 
railways,  and  the  non-producer  would  get  off 
scot-free.     That  would  not  be  fair  or  right. 
After  the   working- expenses,  interest    on    the 
cost  of  rolling-stock,  permanent-way,  and  of 
maintenance  are  met  out  of  the  revenue,  I 
think  the  balance  should  be  charged  on  the 
State.      Sir,   I  am  very  glad  to  notice   that 
the  Minister  contemplates  raising  a  loan   of 
£200,000    for   the    purpose    of   adding   to  the 
rolling-stock,  altering  the  lines,  and  enabling 
him  to  make  reductions  in  the  tariff  on  low- 
grade   produce.    That  will    be    a    very   great 
help  to  the  farmers.    The  farmers  suffer  con- 
siderably by  having  to  pay  such  high  freights 
on  chaff,  firewood,  root-crops,  et  cetera.    It  is 
intended  to  alter  the  grades  on  some  parts  of 
the  lines,  and  to  double  the  line  on  the  Green 
Island  Section.     I  hope  the  Minister  will  also 
see   his   way   to   double   the  line   from   Port 
Chalmers   to    Dunedin.      The    Christchuroh- 
Lyttelton  line  has  been  doubled,  and  I  think 
the  traffic   on   the    Port    Chalmers   line   de- 
serves treating  in  the  same  manner.    I  trust 
the  Minister  will  also  see  his  way  to  separate 
the  goods  traffic  from  the  passenger  traffic,  and 
reduce  the  tariff  on  ship-borne  goods.    With  a 
reduction  of  Is.  6d.  per  ton  on  all  imported 
goods  the  Home  steamers  and  intercolonial 
steamers  would  all  diacharge  at  Port  Chalmers, 
whereas  some  of  them  go  up  to  Dunedin.    The 
State  at  present  loses  the  railage  on  these  car- 
goes.   A  small  reduction  in  the  railway  charges 
would  have  the  effect  of  altering  that  altogether. 
Separating  the  passenger  from  the  goods  trains, 
and  running  passenger    trains  at    reasonable 
rates,  at  suitable  intervals,  would  create  a  large 
amount   of  extra  revenue,  because  it   would 
induce  settlement  on  those  beautiful  slopes  on 
the  harbour  side  and  Port  Chalmers.    Large 
numbers  of  people  would  reside    there,  and 
settlement  would    be   promoted  and  revenue 
created.     Sir,  I  trust  the   Minister,  who  is  a 
shrewd  and   prudent  administrator,  will  give 
this  matter  hia  earnest  attention.     I  would  now 
like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  land-administra- 
tion.   I  have  not  had  time  to  go  fully  through 
the  Lands  Report.    It  is  a  very  voluminous 
document.    I  have  sufficiently  studied  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  convinced  that  the  success  which 
has  hitherto  attended  the  lands-administration 
baa  not  in  any  way  diminished.    It  has  been 
said  that  the  number  of  selectors  was  less  in 
1897  than  in  1896.     But  in  1896  there  was  an 
impetus  given  to  land-settlement  through  the 
leasing  of  land  acquired  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act,  and  also  in  consequence  of  the 
passing  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  which 
enabled  the  farmers  to  obtain  cheap  money  and 
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take  up  land.    Another  inducement  to  settle- 
ment was  the  payable  price  obtained  for  pro- 
duce.   The  latter  was  brought  about  through 
the     operation    of    the  Dairy  Industry    Act. 
These  are  factors  which  led  to  the  large  amoant 
of  land  being  taken  up  in  1896.     Besides,  it 
must  not  be  overlooked  that  the  time  mtut 
come  when  the  best  of  our  Crown  lands  will  be 
taken  up,  and  a  decrease  in  the  annual  number 
of  applications  is  inevitable.     The  cause  of  this 
slight  decrease  is  very  ably  explained  in  the 
report.    I  need  not,  therefore,  dwell  farther 
upon  it.    It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  the 
total  revenue  which   the  Lands  Department 
collected  last  year  was  £15,668  more  than  it 
was  the  year  before.    I  think  that  goes  to  show 
that  there  is  no  falling-off  in  our  land-adminie- 
tration.     There  is  a  loss  of  £18,000  owing   to 
concessions  made  to  the  Crown  tenants  in  the 
South    Island    under    the    Pastoral   Tenants' 
Belief  Act.    The  passing  of  that  Act  shoald 
prevent  anybody  saying  that  this  is  a  olaas 
Government.    That  was  an  Act  passed  princi- 
pally in   the  interests  of   those  who  are  not 
in  accord  with  the  present  Government.    The 
following  figures  help  to  show  the  sucoess  of  the 
lands-administration.   In  1890  there  were  12,164 
Crown  tenants,  of  whom  3,862  were  in  arrear 
with  their  rent — the  amount  of  arrears  being 
£44,588.    On  the  81st  March  last  there  were 
15,527  tenants,  of  whom  only  1,464  were  in 
arrear,  and  the  amount  they  owed  was  only 
£12,800.     Sir,  I  need  not  go  into  details.    The 
prosperity  of  the  country  at  the  present  time  is 
a  guarantee  that  the  administration  of  the  land 
is  very  sound.     Now,  there  has  been  a  good 
deal  said  about  light  railways,  Sknd  I  shoold 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  this  question. 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  agitation  got  np 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  on  this  subject 
of  light  railways,  and  yet  I  venture  to  say  there 
are  few  people  who  understand  the  economic 
principles  of  these  light  railways.    It  is  a  class 
of  railway  that  has  been  in  use  for  a  long  time 
in  many  parts  of  the  world ;  in  fact,  nearly  all 
over  the  world  these  railways  are  becoming 
popular.    Some  of  them  have  been  in  use  for  a 
long  time,  and  many  are  now  being  constructed. 
These  lines  are  meant  to  take  the  place  of 
main  roads.    There  are  several  localities  where 
it  would  not  pay  to  construct  heavy  railways, 
where  people  are  in  isolated  places,  shut  off 
from    communication,    where    these  railwavs 
would  be  a  perfect  boon.    They  are  specially 
adapted  for  places  where  the  population  is  very 
sparse,  and  where  the  cost  of  the  oonstruotion  of 
a  heavy  line  would  not  be  justified  by  the  results. 
The  class  of  railway  I  am  principally  alluding 
to  is  the   2  ft.   gauge.     These  lines  are  con- 
structed at  an  average  cost  of  about  £2,000  per 
mile.  That  is  something  like  the  cost  of  the  pw- 
manent-way  material  for  such  lines  as  we  have 
in  New  Zealand.    The  Conmiissioners  of  New 
South  Wales  in  1894repozted  that  a  line  of  light 
railway  could  be  made  at  the  rate  of  £1,750 
per  mile,  exclusive  of  bridges,  waterways,  and 
station-buildings,  which  would  not  amount  to 
much  per  mile.    It  has  been  asserted  in  this 
House  that  the  saving  in  the  cost  of  earth- 
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'  ^ork  would  only  be  in  the  decreased  width  of 
the  cuttings  and  embankments.  Now,  that  is 
Altogether  wrong,  for  these  lines  wind  round 
^e  hills  and  asoend  steep  gradients,  and  there 
is  an  enormous  diSerenoe  between  the  cost  in 
-earthwork  of  making  light  railways  and  heavy 
railways,  or  such  as  we  have.  I  would  like  to 
quote  a  few  lines  from  a  work  on  light  rail- 
ways by  J.  0.  Mackay,  a  Civil  Engineer  of  some 
note.    He  says, — 

**  These  expressions  of  the  leading  statesmen 
on  the  Continent  are  based  on  the  practical 
working  of  thousands  of  miles  of  light  railways, 
and  one  can  scarcely  understand  the  position 
token  up  by  our  own  leading  engineers  Skud 
railway  managers  whenever  the  question  of 
light  or  little  railways,  or  no  railways  at  all, 
has  to  be  considered  for  many  of  the  districts 
4n  our  colonies,  and  even  in  this  country. 
Looking  at  what  has  been  done  in  other 
countries  for  agriculture  by  means  of  light 
•railways,  we  are  right  in  assuming  that,  not- 
withstanding the  different  circumstances  and 
flcirroundings  of  our  own  people,  they  would  be 
of  equal  benefit  here.'* 

Then,  again,  he  says  further  on, — 

'*  But  when  we  come  to  consider  the  cost  of 
oonstniotion  in  a  mountainous  district  the 
difierence  may  become  very  considerable,  and 
amoant  in  some  instances  to  many  thousands 
of  pounds.  The  reduction  of  the  gauge  enables 
ourves  of  very  small  radii  to  be  used,  and 
whilst  a  5  chains  radius  is  as  small  as  it  is 
convenient  to  go  on  the  gauge  of  4  ft.  8)  in.,  a 
S  chains  radius  can  be  used  on  the  metre 
^uge,  and  a  1^  chain  on  the  2  ft.  6  in.,  and 
4he  railways  wiL  still  be  in  good  workmg  con- 
dition. The  question  of  curves  in  laying  out  a 
line  in  a  difficult  country  is  one  of  great  im- 
fmrlance,  as  it  enables  a  railway  to  follow  the 
contour  of  the  ground,  to  avoid  heavy  embank- 
ments, cuttings,  and  tunnels,  and  by  these 
means  to  effect  a  great  saving  in  first  cost. 
The  greater  flexibility  of  the  narrow  gauge  also 
allows  the  railway  to  approach  the  different 
large  centres  of  population  more  readily,  and, 
by  being  able  to  turn  and  twist  about  the 
streets  of  a  town,  to  deliver  without  inter- 
mediate transport,  at  the  very  doors  of  the 
warehouses  and  market-places,  the  goods  and 
produce  collected  in  the  country." 

Of  course,  the  conditions  under  which  these 
railways  are  constructed  are  very  different 
from  those  under  which  our  State  railways 
have  been  built.  To  give  an  illustration  of 
that  I  will  just  read  a  few  lines  from  the  same 
aothor: — 

"  The  most  suitable  gauge  for  local  railways 
may  be  taken  to  be  the  2  ft.,  or,  preferably,  the 
2  ft.  6  in.  A  railway  on  this  gauge  can  follow 
the  windings  and  turning?  of  any  cart-road ;  it 
can  be  laid  without  inconvenience  on  the  cees 
of  the  main  roads;  sufficient  power  can  be 
•developed  in  the  locomotive  to  enable  it  to 
haul  any  load  that  the  district  may  reasonably 
fequire ;  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  the 
most  eoonomical  gauge  that  can  be  usefully 
employed  in  steam  traction.  By  using  this 
gauge  Ihe  farmer  can  employ  a  portable  line 


about  his  farm,  on  which  the  wagons  can  be 
drawn  by  horses  to  the  place  of  loading  ;  the 
merchant  can  do  the  same  in  his  warehouse, 
and  by  this  means  there  need  be  no  tranship- 
ment between  the  places  of  first  loading  and 
final  unloading." 

The  following  paragraph  goes  to  show  the 
difference  in  the  method  of  constructing  light 
railways : — 

"  As  has  been  mentioned  before,  the  con- 
struction and  working  of  light  railways  must 
be  of  the  cheapest  and  simplest.  In  this 
country  over- bridges  and  under- bridges  must 
be  dispensed  with ;  level-crossing  gates,  keepers* 
lodges,  and  signals  will  not  be  necessary. 
Except  in  special  cases,  fencing  must  not  be 
required,  land  must  be  purchased  at  its  agri- 
cultural value,  and  the  working- hours  of  the 
empby^  must  not  be  limited  to  an  eight* 
hours  day.  Expensive  station- buildings  and 
goods- sheds  must  not  be  erected ;  the  guard 
must  give  out  the  tickets  in  the  train  ;  and  all 
items  of  working  must  be  reduced  to  the  most 
rudimentary  and  economical  system.'* 

I  do  not  approve  of  the  principle  of  making 
the  employ^is  work  more  than  eight  hours  a 
day;  but  I  think  the  other  eoonomies  intro- 
duced here  would  be  a  very  great  saving,  and 
we  could  have  these  light  railways  when  we 
could  not  have  those  of  a  more  substantial 
character.  Some  people  have  raised  a  bogey  of 
a  break  in  the  gauge  :  there  is  nothing  in  that. 
To  begin  with,  there  are  very  few  places  where 
the  railways  would  be  constructed  where  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  a  break  in  the 
gauge;  they  would  be  mainly  isolated  lines. 
But  even  where  they  would  be  used  as  feeders 
to  main  lines  the  cost  of  transhipping  from  one 
gauge  to  another  would  only  amount  to  from 
1^.  to  3d.  a  ton.  This  is  a  small  matter,  and 
not  worth  consideration.  There  are  many 
places  in  the  colony  where  this  kind  of  rail- 
way would  be  be  beneficial  to  the  settlers  and 
settlement.  They  would  be  very  useful  in  the 
North  of  Auckland,  and  between  Gisborne  and 
Rotorua,  and  also  in  the  Peninsula,  Otago.  The 
latter  is  a  place  where  a  railway  of  this  kind  is 
required,  and  would  pay  very  well  and  be  a 
great  assisteuace  to  the  settlers  in  taking  their 
produce  to  market.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
place  better  adapted  for  the  introduction  of  a 
light  line.  At  present  that  district  is  quite  cut 
oil  from  railway-communication.  There  has 
recently  been  an  agitation  there  on  the  subject. 
As  showing  the  traffic  on  the  Peninsula,  I  am 
informed  that  one  firm  alone  in  that  district 
pays  no  less  than  £600  a  year  for  the  carriage 
of  milk  from  the  Peninsula  to  the  dairy  factory 
in  Dnnedin.  Then,  as  a  means  of  bringing 
tourists  to  the  Peninsula  it  would  be  very  use- 
ful. At  present  the  road  alongside  the  harbour 
is  very  dangerous;  and  yet,  notwithstanding 
the  danger,  there  is  a  very  large  tourist  traffic 
which  would  be  largely  increased  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  railway.  Then,  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject  of  the 
fishing  industries.  This  should  be  made  of 
more  importance  than  it  is.  It  is  entirely 
neglected ;  and  I  believe  if  the  bonus  system 
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were  introduced  it  would  be  the  means  of 
reyiviog  the  trade  to  a  great  extent.  We  used 
to  give  a  bonus — I  forget  the  exact  amount — 
but  while  it  was  in  force  there  were  hundreds 
employed  in  the  industry.  The  quantity  of 
fish  exported  to  Melbourne  and  other  places 
brought  in  a  very  large  revenue.  What  do  we 
find  now?  The  exports  last  year  were  only 
£16,000,  whereas  they  ought  to  be  ten  times 
that  amount.  However,  I  am  glad  to  notice 
that  the  Premier  has  given  some  indication 
that  some  assistance  will  be  given  to  the  in- 
dustry, by  subsidising  trawlers,  or  developing 
in  some  way  our  deep-sea  fishing  -  grounds. 
Another  thing :  I  hope  the  Qovernment  will 
countenance  the  sea  hatcheries  which  are 
about  to  be  established  in  Otago.  The  accli- 
matisation societies  are  contributing  largely, 
as  also  is  the  Otago  Institute,  to  the  ex- 
penses ;  flkud  I  venture  to  say  that  if  a  little 
assistance  were  given  by  the  Government  there 
would  be  sea  hatcheries  of  immense  value  to 
the  future  of  this  colony.  We  want  to  get  the 
food-fishes  from  the  Old  Country  acclimatised 
here.  And  the  place  where  the  hatcheries  are 
proposed  to  be  established — Purakanui,  about 
twelve  miles  north  of  Dunedin — is  a  most 
suitable  locality,  the  great  advantage  of  it 
being  that  any  young  fish*  liberated  there 
would  drift  away  by  the  northern  current  and 
the  whole  of  New  Zealand  would  be  supplied. 
This  would  not  apply  in  any  other  place.  If 
we  had  it  in  the  north  the  fish  would  not  drift 
south,  because  the  current  runs  northwards  at 
the  rate  of  about  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half 
an  hour.  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  tiie  other  night,  in  the  course  of 
a  very  eloquent  speech,  said  he  thought  public 
works  should  be  carried  on  out  of  revenue. 
Now,  Sir,  I  entirely  disagree  with  that  idea; 
I  submit  it  would  be  a  very  wrong  prin- 
ciple indeed.  Public  works  should  be  main- 
tained out  of  revenue  but  constructed  oat  of 
loan.  How  could  a  young  country  carry  on 
public  works  when  it  had  little  or  no  revenue  ? 
The  principle  does  not  hold  good  for  a  moment. 
What  does  happen  in  most  young  countries  ? 
The  land  is  sold^for  what  can  be  got  for  it  to 
raise  money  to  carry  on  public  works.  I  say  it 
would  have  been  better  for  this  country  to  have 
borrowed  the  money — no  matter  at  what  in- 
terest— to  cany  on  the  public  works  rather 
than  have  sacrificed  the  land  to  get  money  for 
that  purpose.  The  result  is,  we  find  that  the 
best  of  the  land  is  all  gone,  and  the  birthright 
of  the  people  has  been  given  away  for  the  pal- 
try amount  of  money  required  to  carry  on  the 
public  works.  That  means  that  instead  of  the 
unearned  increment  of  the  land  going  to  the 
State  it  has  gone  to  private  individuals. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  if  I  do  not 
specially  reply  to  any  remeirks  which  have 
fallen  from  my  honourable  friend  who  has  just 
sat  down,  the  honourable  gentleman  will  under- 
stand it  is  not  because  his  remarks  are  un- 
worthy of  attention,  but  because  the  time  at 
my  command  is  limited,  and  I  may  have  so 
much  to  say  on  various  matters  that  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  refer  to  what  he  said,  other  than 
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incidentally  as  I  go  along.  Sir,  it  is  with  m- 
good  deal  of  reluctance  that  I  get  up  toaddrea» 
the  House  to-night  at  all  on  this  Finanoi&l 
Statement.  Xt  seems  to  me,  Sir,  like  beating 
the  wind,  or  thrashing  straw  with  never  m 
prospect  of  getting  a  grain  of  wheat  out  of  ifc. 
I  believe  some  member  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House — I  think  it  was  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Mr.  Hall-Jones— said  I  had  been  for 
some  days  sitting  with  a  wet  towel  round  my 
head,  and  with  a  variety  of  humorous  books 
around  me,  studying  this  Statement  with, 
a  view  to  turning  it  into  ridicule.  Well» 
Sir,  I  will  just  say  in  passing  that  there 
would  be  no  earthly  use  in  the  honourable 
gentleman  putting  a  wet  towel  round  his  head. 
The  House  may  depend  upon  it  there  would 
be  no  response  from  his  head  to  a  gentle 
stimulus  of  that  sort.  Nothing  short  of  such, 
a  radical  operation  as  would  fill  the  void  within, 
would  be  of  any  avail,  and,  of  course,  that  is 
not  possible  to  man.  But  the  real  truth  of  the 
matter  is,  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
I  could  bring  myself  to  read  this  Statement 
through  at  all.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  such  a  document  was  never  before  throwrn 
down  on  the  table  of  the  House  and  called 
a  Financial  Statement — for  it  was  literally 
thrown  down  on  this  occasion  and  not 
even  read.  Sir,  I  think  the  time  is  now 
coming,  as  stated  by  the  honourable  mem.* 
ber  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  Robert  Stout). 
during  this  debate,  when  our  system  must 
be  altered,  and  the  Treasurers  of  the  future 
compelled  to  deliver  their  Budget  speech  in- 
stead of  reading  it,  as  has  been  the  custom 
here  for  some  years  past,  to  say  nothing  of 
merely  laying  it  oo  the  table.  It  is  not  the- 
custom  in  any  other  Parliament,  I  believe,  to 
do  as  we  do,  and  place  the  Financial  State- 
ment on  the  table  as  a  written  document.  It 
is  not  done  in  England  ;  it  is  not  done  in  any 
of  the  Australian  Colonies.  I  have  here  in  my 
hand — I  have  been  reading  it  to-day — the  New 
South  Wales  Financial  Statement,  delivered  by 
Mr.  Beid  only  a  short  time  ago,  and  a  very 
pleasant  speech  it  is  to  read.  In  it  all  the 
interjections  of  members  and  explanations  of 
the  speaker  are  reported  ;  and  it  necomes  per* 
fectly  evident  on  reading  it  that  the  Treasurer 
had  a  perfect  grasp  of  his  subject — that  he 
knew  what  he  was  talking  about.  Why,  I  may 
ask,  is  it  that  members  in  this  House  are  not 
allowed  to  read  their  speeches?  It  is  a  very 
proper  rule  that  prevents  them  doing  so — a 
rule  which  gives  the  House  a  guarantee  that 
the  opinions  they  are  uttering  are  their  own 
opinions,  and  not  those  of  others  outside  the 
House.  And  why  should  we  not  have  the 
same  guarantee  in  regard  to  Ministers  ?  The 
Financial  Statement  may  be  divided  into  two 
portions:  there  is  what  may  be  called  the 
financial  portion — and  it  is  a  very  small  one — 
and  the  padding.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the 
financial  portion  comes  bodily  from  the  officials 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  with  perhaps  a 
few  words  of  a  connecting-link  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  the  rest — the  mass  of  the  Statement,  the 
padding— I  am  bound  to  say  is  the  honourahl* 
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:gBntlemftn*8  own,  and  yoa  have  only  to  glance 
at  it  to  be  sure  of  that.  If  I  were  asked  my 
opinion,  I  should  say  the  object  of  stuffing  the 
Statement  with  extraneous  matter,  as  has  been 
•done  on  this  occasion,  was  to  divert  attention 
from  the  finances  of  the  colony  and  from  the 
coarse  of  administration  during  these  past  years. 
Some  one  said — I  forget  who — that  the  Premier 
composed  this  Statement  on  the  way  out  from 
Home  on  board  ship,  where  he  had  nothing  else 
to  do.  The  Budget  may  be  called  a  colonial 
edition  of  the  "Idle  Thoughts  of  an  Idle 
Fellow,"  the  English  edition  of  which  is  a 
remarkably  acute  and  humorous  book ;  while 
ihe  colonial  edition  is  without  exception  the 
dullest  and  most  depressing  piece  of  literature 
it  has  ever  been  my  misfortune  to  read.  Well, 
I  am  not  going  over  what  other  honourable 
members  have  said— about  the  ramie-plant, 
and  beet-root,  and  the  destruction  of  ewe  lambs, 
and  so  forth, — as  if  the  Premier  could  tell  the 
farmers  and  settlers  of  this  country  anything 
about  the  conduct  of  their  business  they  did 
not  know  before  t  I  will  only  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  this  fact :  that  during 
the  many  years  this  Parliament  has  lasted, 
•never  yet  has  an  industry  which  has  taken 
root  in  this  colony,  and  which  has  given  us 
any  considerable  quantity  of  exportable 
wealth,  been  suggested  or  originated  in  this 
House  by  this  or  any  other  Gktvemment,  Sir, — 
never  yet,  and  there  never  will  be.  I  .should 
say  the  object  of  the  mass  of  padding  which 
fills  up  the  Statement  is  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  imi- 
tate the  style  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  to  show  the 
extent  of  his  industrial  resources,  and  the 
poHsession  of  a  teeming  brain  fit  to  suggest 
•all  sorts  of  industrial  ventures  for  the  benefit 
of  the  colony.  Take  all  the  industries — let 
the  House  recall  all  the  industries  which  have 
'Opportunely  appeared  to  save  this  colony  in 
time  of  need.  Take  the  frozen-meat  industry, 
wliich  came  at  a  time  when  the  colony  was  at 
its  lowest — when  the  outlook  was  the  very 
igloomiest  possible — and  which  now  yields  us 
over  a  million  of  exportable  wealth.  Was  it  the 
Government  who  suggested  or  originated  it? 
No,  Sir,  it  was  originated  and  established  by 
the  work  and  energies  of  private  individuals. 
It  is  the  same  also  with  the  dairy  industry, 
which  yields  over  half  a  million ;  all  the 
industries  of  any  value  in  this  colony  have 
been  established  by  persons  outside  the  House, 
and  never  has  an  industrial  suggestion  of  any 
value  come  from  the  Treasury  benches  in  the 
time  of  any  Government.  They  have  taken  up, 
and  what  is  called  "fostered,"  industries  after 
private  individuals  had  set  them  going,  but  they 
nave  never  oriirinated  them.  But  the  greatest 
objection  to  the  Statement,  and  one  which 
ought  not  to  escape  notice,  is  that  the  style 
and  tone  of  it  is  most  objectionable  and  un- 
parliamentary. A  Financial  Statement  ought 
to  be  a  plain  exposition  of  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  colony,  and  it  ought  especially  to  be  so 
when  the  Treasurer  has  the  privilege  of  writing 
the  Statement  in  cold  blood,  and  has  not  even 
<to  read  it,  but  lays  it  on    the  table  of  the 


House.  It  should,  then,  be  of  the  nature 
of  a  public  document  emanating  from  the 
public  offices,  and  ought  to  have  all  the 
truth,  accuracy,  and  impartiality  of  a  public 
document.  Instead  of  that,  what  do  we  find 
this  Statement  to  be  ?  It  is  a  mere  piece  of 
pamphleteering  "liberar*  puffery  of  a  cha- 
racter never  before  known,  I  make  bold  to  say, 
within  the  British  dominions.  Let  me  give 
a  few  instances  of  the  style  of  thing  :— 

"  A  table  which  succinctly  shows  the  remu- 
nerative character  of  the  purposes  of  the  loans 
obtained  during  the  Ballanoe  and  Seddon  ad- 
ministration.'* 

"  The  time  has  now  arrived,  after  six  years  of 
the  Liberal  party's  administration,  when  we 
can  fairly  ask  whether  *  wide  diffusion  of 
wealth  and  industry  among  tUe  people,' "  et 
cetera. 

**  The  progress  of  the  colony  .  .  .  during 
the  six  years  of  the  Ballance  and  Seddon  ad- 
ministrations." 

"I  am  justified  in  claiming  that  the  Bal- 
lance and  Seddon  Qovemments  have  succeeded 
in  bringing  about  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  people,"  et  cetera. 

It  is  not  the  truth  of  these  ridiculous  state- 
ments I  am  now  questioning,  for  I  suppose 
every  member  in  this  House — sitting  on  either 
side  of  it — knows  there  is  not  a  particle  of 
difference  in  the  condition  of  the  people  from 
what  there  was  before.  What  I  am  pointing 
out  is  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  docu- 
ment which  has  been  thrown  down  upon  the 
table  of  this  House  purporting  to  be  a  Financial 
Statement.  And  then  we  have  what  is  with- 
out doubt  the  worst  and  most  ridiculous  refer- 
ence of  all — the  reference  to  the  "wretched 
past."  I  am  amazed  that  members,  even  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  did  not  rise  in 
indignation  against  that  grotesque  remark. 
The  "  wretched  past  "  indeed  !  the  "  wretched 
past "  that  has  redeemed  this  colony  from  a 
waste  of  waters  in  the  Pacific,  and  has  made  it 
one  of  the  very  finest  dependencies  of  the  Eng- 
lish Crown  !  The  "  wretched  past  "  that  has 
peopled  it  with  seven  hundred  thousand  souls, 
who  have  worked  their  way  into  the  remotest 
corners  of  it,  and,  amid  dangers  and  difficulties 
the  present  generation  knows  nothing  of,  have 
turned  the  wilderness  into  a  garden — and  that 
long  before  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  now  talks  so  glibly  about  the  "wretched 
past "  was  ever  heard  of  in  politics  at  all— be- 
fore his  name  was  ever  mentioned!  The 
"  wretched  past,"  Sir,  that  has  given  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand  one  of  the  very  noblest  systems 
of  free  education  yet  known,  and  which  might 
well  be  copied  by,  or  at  any  rate  would  be  no 
discredit  to,  the  most  advanced  democracy  in 
the  world  I  That  also  was  achieved  before  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ever  was  heard  of 
in  the  colony.  The  "  wretched  past "  that  has 
settled  the  country  at  a  rate  that  we  might 
well  envy  even  now  I  Why,  before  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  was  discovered  in  his 
native  wiUis  we  had  the  deferred  payment  in 
full  operation  in  this  colony — a  system  by  which 
persons  could  take  up  selections  of  200  acres 
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of  land  with  only  a  five-pound  note  in  their 
pockets.  It  is  twenty-seven  years  since  I  came 
to  this  colony,  and  the  deferred- payment  system 
was  in  full  operation  then.  We  are  told  that 
1,891  settlers  have  been  placed  upon  the  land 
this  year.  I  am  glad  to  see  my  honourable 
friend  the  Minister  of  Lands  beginning  to  cake 
notes,  because  I  want  particularly  to  draw  his 
attention  to  the  point.  We  are  told  that  1,891 
settlers  have  been  placed  upon  the  land  this 
year,  and  that  they  have  occupied  222,000 
acres.  But  from  that  number  must  be  de- 
ducted the  usual  forfeitures,  which  have  been 
particularly  large  during  the  last  few  years — I 
think,  between  four  and  five  hundred  every  year. 
But  if  we  turn  to  the  "  wretched  past  "  we  find 
that  in  1887 — ten  years  ago— there  were  no 
fewer  than  2,363  settlers,  occupying  182,000 
acres,  put  upon  the  land  in  one  year.  That 
means  that  we  had  a  far  greater  number  of 
settlers  on  smaller  allotments.  Then,  if  we  go 
back  to  1881 — sixteen  years  ago — we  find  that 
1,310  settlers  settled  upon  165,000  acres ;  and 
if  we  take  the  average  for  the  seven  years 
before  this  same  Liberal  Administration  came 
into  office  we  find  the  average  was  somewhere 
about  2,400  settlers,  as  against  the  1,300  we  are 
so  jubilant  about  now.  And  all  this  has  been 
going  on  for  scores  of  years,  and  yet  the  whole 
colony  is  led  to  believe  that  the  real  settlement 
of  New  Zealand  is  quite  a  thing  of  recent 
times.  Then,  what  has  the  *'  wretched  past  *' 
done  for  labour  ? 

Mr.  R.  Mckenzie.— Nothing. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— "Nothing,  "says 
the  honourable  gentleman,  which  may  be  true 
enough  of  the  recent  past,  but  I  suspect  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  never  looked  into 
the  matter,  or  given  the  smallest  attention  to 
any  question  connected  with  labour.  Why, 
the  first  Factories  Act— it  was  then  called  the 
Employment  of  Females  and  Others  Act— dates 
from  the  year  1878.  We  had  also  amendments 
of  that  Act  in  1874  and  1875,  showing  that  we 
legislated  as  developments  seemed  to  require. 
Then  we  had  the  Factories  Act  proper  in  1881, 
with  amendments  in  1884  and  1885 ;  in  fact, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  labour  legislation  we 
hear  so  much  about  now  is  founded  upon 
the  legislation  of  the  **  wretched  past."  The 
Employers*  Liability  Act  dates  from  1880. 
There  was  an  amendment  of  it  in  1882,  and 
another  iu  1883 ;  amendments  were  introduced 
just  as  the  then  circumstances  of  the  colony 
and  the  then  conditions  of  labour  seemed  to 
require.  The  Workmen's  Wages  Act  dates  from 
1884 ;  and  there  was  the  Workmen's  Clubs  Sites 
Act,  passed  a  number  of  years  ago,  at  a  time 
when  such  clubs  were  considered  to  be  very 
good  things  indeed,  whatever  they  may  have 
been  proved  to  be  since.  The  Act  was  to  provide 
for  land  being  set  aside  to  promote  the  forma- 
tion of  workmen's  clubs.  More  than  that,  the 
*'  wretched  past  "  actually  anticipated  a  great 
deal  of  the  State  socialism,  as  tbey  call  it,  of 
the  present  day.  It  waa  the  "  wretched  past  " 
that  gave  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand  the 
Government  Insurance  Departtnent  and  also 
the  Public  Trust  Office.  And,  after  all, 
Mr.  AT.  J.  S,  Mackenaie 


what  has  the  Qovemment  that  speaks  w>^ 
much  of  that  same  past,  and  boasts  so  loudly 
of  the  present,  been  giving  us  in  the  way  of 
labour  legislation?  In  the  main  it  amounts 
merely  to  the  introduction  of  amendments  of 
Acts  initiated  by  their  predecessors.  If  any 
one  else  had  passed  those  same  Bills  they 
would  never  have  been  recognised  in  any  new 
or  special  sense  as  labour  legislation  at  all,  but 
simply  reasonable  and  natural  amendments  of 
Acts  already  in  existence.  The  measures  them- 
selves are  all  right  and  proper  enough,  and  I 
approve  of  most  of  them,  but  what  I  am  points 
ing  out  is  that  what  the  Premier  has  dubbed 
the  "  wretched  past "  has  made  the  colony 
what  it  is  to-day ;  and,  among  other  things,  it 
has  laid  the  foundation  of  most  of  the  labour- 
laws  now  in  existence.  But  that  is  not  all. 
I  am  now  going  to  allude  to  a  more  serious 
phase  of  the  matter,  because  it  involves  a> 
moral  question.  When  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Selwyn  was  speaking  the  other 
night  he  also  made  allusion  to  this  expression 
**  wretched  past,"  and  what  did  the  Premier 
then  interject  ?  I  have  a  note  of  it  here.  He- 
interjected,  **  You  do  not  like  to  hear  of  the 
*  wretched  past '  because  the  facts  are  e^ins1» 
you — a  *  wretched  past '  of  borrowing  and 
squandering." 

Mr.  3EDD0N.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  am  glad  to- 
be  now  corroborated  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. **  The  wretched  past  of  borrowing  anA 
squandering."  And  he  brazens  it  out  and  looks 
particularly  happy  at  this  present  moment- 
he  always  does  when  I  commence  my  speeches 
— but  before  I  have  done  with  him  and  some 
other  members  of  the  Qovernment  they  will 
require  a  course  of  "  Dr.  Williams's  pink  pills 
for  pale  people."  *'  A  wretched  past  of  borrow- 
ing and  squandering,"  repeats  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  I  confess  I  am  astounded 
at  the  audacity,  the  effrontery,  which  permits 
him  to  adhere  to  that  statement,  considering 
that  I  have  sat  for  nine  or  ten  years  in  thi& 
House  with  him,  and  that  I  know  all  the 
particulars  of  his  past  in  the  way  of  **  bor- 
rowing and  squandering" — and  which  I  an> 
going  to  reveal  to  this  House  and  the 
country  to-night.  What  has  been  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  past — I  mean  in  the  way  of 
borrowing  and  squandering  ?  Will  the  House 
believe  me  when  I  tell  them — and  I  can  easily 
be  refuted  if  what  I  say  is  not  true— that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  is  probably  the 
one  individual  who  ever  sat  in  this  House  whe- 
never voted  against  or  opposed  in  any  form  a 
loan  in  his  life  !  He  was  never  known  to  op- 
pose a  loan  even  when  the  proposal  for  one 
came  from  those  to  whom  he  was  in  deadly 
political  hostility.  If  there  is  a  politician  in 
the  world  who  is  a  party  man  above  all  things, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  that  poli- 
tician. Party  with  him  has  come  before  nriir- 
ciple  and  everything  else.  But  there  has  oeen 
one  exception  to  that  rule  of  his,  and  one  only. 
He  would  only  support  his  opponents  when- 
they  introduced  a  loan,  and  he  would  only 
desert  his  party  when  they  proposed  to  reduoe> 
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one.  If  he  did  not  oppose  them  he  would  at 
least  walk  out  of  the  House  rather  than  sup- 
Dort  them  against  a  loan.  So  that  perhaps 
I  ought  to  qualify  my  remark  hy  saying  that 
throughout  bis  parliamentary  career  he  has 
either  supported  every  loan  or  refrained  from 
opposing  it.  Now  for  the  proof.  He  oame 
into  the  House  in  1879,  and  the  first 
loui  that  oame  on  afterwards  was  in  1882,  a 
thrae-million  loan,  for  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  voted.  The  same  year  ^here 
was  a  million  loan,  for  whioh  he  also  voted. 
Then  in  1884  there  was  the  million-and-a-half 
loan,  hut  there  was  no  division  on  it.  I  have 
said  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
either  "voted  for"  or  "refrained  from  op- 
posing "  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  loan  from 
the  first  day  of  his  entry  into  this  House  until 
the  present  moment.  Again,  in  1894,  there 
was  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  pro- 
posals, for  whioh  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man voted.  In  1886  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  voted  for  a  million-and-a-half  loan. 
In  the  same  year  he  voted  for  the  Tophouse- 
Blenheim  line — a  line  whioh,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, ran  through  some  of  the  largest  estates 
in  the  colony;  that  made  no  difference  in  the 
light  honoarable  gentleman's  voting.  In  1887 
the  Premier  voted  for  the  one-million  loan,  and 
there  was  a  curious  circumstance  connected 
with  it ;  a  mistake  was  made  in  the  drawing  of 
the  Act,  so  that  it  could  not  be  operated  on. 
It  oame  on  again  the  following  year,  as  I  shall 
presently  mention ;  but  when  it  was  proposed 
in  1887  the  right  honourable  gentleman  voted 
for  it.  Here  also  a  curious  thing  happened : 
A  member  of  his  own  party  as  it  then  was,  and 
a  prominent  one — the  Hon.  W.  P.  Reeves,  who 
afterwards  became  the  Premier's  colleague, 
and  is  now  Agent-General  appointed  by  him — 
the  Hon.  W.  P.  Beeves,  when  that  1887  loan 
was  proposed  by  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson, 
pioponad  that  it  should  be  reduced  by  £400,000, 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  sitting 
over  there— the  Premier  who  has  been  so  rarely 
known  to  depart  from  the  policy  of  supporting 
his  own  side — on  this  occasion  what  did  he 
do  ?  He  oould  not  vote  against  his  friends ; 
bat,  rather  than  vote  for  the  reduction  of 
£400,000  in  loan  expenditure,  he  went  out  of 
the  House  and  did  not  vote  at  all.  He  oould 
not  vote  with  his  party  against  a  loan.  I  have 
already  said  that  that  was  in  the  year  1887. 
The  Loan  Bill  was,  however,  faulty ;  the  money 
coold  not  he  raised  under  it,  and  the  same  Bill 
came  before  the  House  in  1888.  When  it  came 
op  again — I  was  myself  always  an  economist, 
always  against  the  squandering  and  borrowing 
of  whioh  this  side  is  absurdly  accused— I 
moved  a  hoetile  motion  against  the  second 
reading  of  the  Loan  Bill  as  introduced  by  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson.  And  here  let  me  say  that 
the  other  day,  when  I  was  speaking  in  this 
House  on  the  Address  in  Beply,  I  gave  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  credit  for  sup- 
porting me  on  that  occasion.  I  then  thought 
he  had,  and  he  took  the  credit  of  it  quietlv ; 
he  never  said  a  word,  though  I  admit  he 
may  easily  have  forgotten,  as  I  did  myself. 


I  have  now  had  a  look  into  Hansard,  and  I 
find  that,  true  to  his  instincts  ot  promoting 
loan  expenditure  whenever  the  opportunity 
offered,  he  really  opposed  me.  I  may  mention 
while  I  am  about  it  that  it  was  on  account 
of  no  personal  objection  to  myself  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  voted  for  his  opponents 
in  supporting  the  loan.  I  have  Hansard  be- 
fore me,  and  I  may  say  the  honourable  gentle- 
man speaks — I  am  modestly  proud  to  be  able 
to  say  it — in  high  terms  about  me,  and  shows 
the  consistency  with  which  I  have  invariably 
opposed  all  sorts  of  squandering  and  undue 
borrowing.  Here  are  tbe  terms  in  which  he 
refers  to  me — I  am  quoting  from  Hansard^ 
No.  60,  page  124  :— 

"  We  nave  known  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  " — I  was  then  the  member  for  Mount 
Ida — *'  to  be  a  consistent  supporter  of  retrench- 
ment. We  know  that  the  whole  time  he  has 
been  a  member  of  this  House  he  has  gone 
against  borrowing  money.  He  is  fully  con- 
vinced, rightly  or  wrongly,  that  the  policy  in 
the  past  has  been  bad,  and  that  if  continued 
in  the  way  we  have  been  going  on  it  will  be 
disastrous  to  the  people ;  and,  holding  these 
convictions,  we  must  give  him  every  credit  for 
resisting  all  attempts  to  impose  further  bur- 
dens on  the  people.  I  differ  from  him  for  this 
reason :  that  there  are  parts  of  the  colony  that 
have  had  no  public  expenditure  to  any  extent ; 
that  it  would  be  unfair  to  the  sparsely-settled 
districts  that  require  roads  and  means  of  com- 
munication unless  they  were  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  those  more  favoured  spots 
which  have  had  much  more  money  spent 
upon  them  and  are  connected  with  railways 
and  roads.  I  say  that  until  we  have  had  a 
fair  expenditure  of  public  money  out  of  loan 
upon  each  part  of  the  colony  it  is  wrong  to> 
those  parts  to  say  suddenly  that  there  is  to  be 
no  more  borrowing." 

Here,  then,  we  find  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  gives  me  a  very  high  character  as 
an  economist ;  and  later  on  he  expresses  regret 
that  he  could  not  support  me  against  the  loan. 
This  is  the  honourable  gentleman  who  declaima 
against  the  borrowing  and  squandering  of  the 
"  wretched  past."  But  Sir  Harry  Atkmson  was 
not  borrowing  nearly  fast  enough  for  him.  A 
little  further  on  in  the  same  speech  he  says, — 

**  Had  he  "  (Sir  Harry  Atkinson)  *'  initiated  a 
vigorous  public-works  policy  it  would  have  pre- 
vented the  people  from  going  away.  Some- 
thing of  the  kind  ought  to  be  done  now,  and 
that  is  why  I  vote  for  this  Bill." 

That  was  the  excuse  made  for  not  supporting 
the  man  whom  he  declared  to  be  standing  up 
there  in  favour  of  economy  and  retrench- 
ment at  a  time  when  the  outlook  in  New 
Zealand  was  as  gloomy  as  it  could  possibly 
be.  I  need  not  mention  that  he  has  con- 
tinued the  same  policv  of  grabbing  at  loan- 
money  to  the  present  hour.  Positively  there 
is  not  one  solitary  exception  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  entire  career.  In  1894  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  introduced  his  resolu- 
tions to  provide  £618,000  for  the  Midland  Bail- 
way.    Then,  in  1896  he  introduced  and  carried. 
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the  one-million  loan.  That  brings  me  up  to 
the  oiose  of  his  career.  I  began  at  the 
beginning  of  it  and  have  now  come  to  the 
end.  Daring  the  period  I  have  gone  over  the 
net  debt  of  the  colony  was  increased  by 
£16439,020,  and  he  went  straight  for  it  all. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman's  career  has 
been  simply  one  of  naked  and  unblushing  reck- 
lessness, a  career  that  was  nothing  else — I  am 
speaking  the  literal  truth  now — but  an  organ- 
ized depredation  upon  the  public  purse,  upon 
the  taxpayers  of  the  colony.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  came  here  to  support  every 
loan,  and  he  used  to  go  back  to  the  West  Coast 
staggering  under  the  load  of  public  plunder. 
And  this  is  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
talks  of  the  "  wretched  past "  and  the  reckless- 
ness of  the  borrowing  and  squandering  that  went 
on  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  commenced  by  laughing — he 
often  does  that  when  he  finds  his  statements 
being  flatly  refuted  in  this  House.  But  he  is 
not  so  much  disposed  to  laugh  now,  and  he 
would  not  laugh  at  all  if  he  had  some  of  those 
finer  instincts  thab  guide  other  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  filled  his  position.  Before 
this  House  the  honourable  gentleman  may  pre- 
tend to  laugh,  but  I  have  a  higher  opinion  of 
him  than  he  has  of  himself,  and  I  say  that  be- 
hind the  brazen  exterior  there  is  a  touch  of 
seriousness,  and,  I  suspect,  a  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  getting  into  very  dangerous 
waters,  and  that  these  reckless  statements  will 
not  deceive  the  people  of  the  colony  much 
longer,  however  readily  they  may  be  accepted 
by  those  who  give  him  a  blind  and  unthinking 
support  in  this  House.  I  was  going  to  allude 
to  an  illustration  he  gives  in  his  Statement 
about  the  progress  of  the  Liberal  Administra- 
tion for  six  years.    Here  it  is : — 

**The  mineral  resources  of  the  colony  have 
shown  equal  development  and  expansion  during 
the  past  six  years.  The  value  of  the  gold  ex- 
ported in  1890  was  £751,860,  and  in  1896 
£1,041,428,  showing  an  increase  of  £290,068." 

And  this  is  introduced  to  show  the  extraordi- 
nary development  of  mining  under  a  Liberal 
Administration.  Why,  in  the  year  1871 — 
twenty-six  years  ago — the  gold  output  was 
£2,787,520,  a  million  and  three-quarters  more 
than  it  is  now ;  and  from  1871  to  1881  it  was 
higher  than  now.  So  that,  according  to  his 
own  argument,  Liberalism  was  in  a  very  much 
more  advanced  stage  twenty- six  years  ago  than 
it  is  now.  I  notice,  too,  that  he  can  call  up  the 
"  wretched  past "  to  suit  himself.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  been  trading  upon  the  name 
of  Mr,  Ballance  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  in 
a  way  I  now  tell  him  has  been  unspeakably 
odious  to  thousands  of  right-thinking  people  in 
this  colony ;  but  when  it  suits  him  he  can  stoop 
to  putting  np  honourable  gentlemen  behind  him 
to  attack  Sir  Kobert  Stout,  knowing  well  that 
Mr.  Ballance  was  Sir  Robert  Stout's  Treasurer 
and  Minister  of  Defence.  When  it  suits  his 
own  purpose  he  is  ready  to  apotheosize  Mr.  Bal- 
lance, or  through  the  medium  of  others  to  tra- 
duce his  administration,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Kow,  a  word  or  two  about  page  10  of  the  State- 
Mr,  M.  J,  8,  Mackensie 


roent,  to  which  a  number  of  honourable  gentle- 
men have  alluded — that  is,  the  table  whieh 
professes  to  give  the  productive  and  unproduc- 
tive expenditure.  The  honourable  member  says. 
**  I  do  not  deny  that  the  debt  has  increased." 
Certainly,  nobody  else  will  deny  it.  The  net 
debt  has  increased  by  £6,200,000  during  this 
Liberal  administration.  I  am  not  going  to 
give  the  House  a  dissertation  on  the  table. 
What  I  want  to  draw  attention  to  is  this: 
It  is  only  of  late  years  that  this  admission 
about  the  increase  of  the  debt  has  been  made ; 
there  has  been  a  curious  series  of  steps  leading 
to  the  admission.  First  of  all,  it  was  contended 
broadly  that  there  was  no  borrowing  going  on 
at  all.  That  lasted  for  a  couple  of  years  or  so; 
there  was  nothing  to  prove  otherwise.  Then,  it 
was  stated  there  was  borrowing  going  on,  bat 
it  was  borrowing  by  the  process  of  oonversion 
only ;  and  then,  when  it  was  found  by  the 
Public  Accounts  that  that  was  not  the  case,  it 
has  been  admitted  there  was  borrowing  going 
on,  but  a  different  kind  of  borrowing  to  what 
we  have  had  in  the  past — that  we  were  bor- 
rowing now  solely  for  reproductive  works.  I 
have  said  the  net  increase  of  the  debt  during 
this  *'  Liberal  administration  "  is  £6,200,000. 
It  is  only  fair  to  omit  the  million  and  a 
half  borrowed  for  advances  to  settlers,  and 
£500,000  for  the  preferred  shares  in  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Tbe  net  debt  for  public- 
works  purposes  may  therefore  be  said  to  have 
increased  by  £4,200,000  during  the  six  years,  of 
which  we  hear  so  much,  of  the  Liberal  ad- 
ministration. I  want  to  ask  this  question: 
Supposing  honourable  members  who  then  sat  in 
this  House,  instead  of  being  told  there  was 
going  to  be  a  policy  of  non-borrowing  and  self- 
reliance,  supposing  they  had  been  truthfully 
told  that  £4,200,000  was  in  six  years  to  be 
added  to  the  public  debt,  and  that  of  all  that 
money  only  a  paltry  sum  was  to  be  devoted  to 
railway-construction — that  only  a  few  n^^^  ^^ 
each  line  would  be  constructed  during  the  six 
years — I  ask,  would  they  have  supported  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  they  did?  Let  me 
take  three  representative  lines  for  illustration. 
In  the  case  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  there  have  been  something  between 
ten  and  twenty  miles  constructed — I  do  not 
know  the  precise  length — within  the  last  six 
years.  Then  the  Eketahuna  line  six  years 
ago  had  a  gap  of  twenty. six  miles  in  the 
centre  ;  that  gap  is  just  about  to  be  filled  up 
now :  twenty-six  miles  may  be  said  to  have 
been  constructed.  The  Otago  Central  was 
actually  constructed  two  miles  beyond  Middle- 
march — though  the  section  was  not  formally 
opened  for  some  months  afterwards — when  the 
Government  took  office,  so  that  some  twenty- 
two  miles  net  of  railway  have  been  oonstruoted 
during  the  period.  Now,  tbe  question  I  ask  ii 
this  :  If  the  then  House  that  was  led  to  believe 
there  would  be  no  borrowing  at  all  for  a  series 
of  years  had  been  told  the  truth,  and  led  to 
understand  that  four  millions  would  be  added 
to  the  debt  in  six  years,  and  that  from  this 
sum  ten  or  twenty  miles  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk,  twenty -six  miles  of  the  Eketahuna  line. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Finanoial 


[HOOSB.] 


Statement 


177 


sad  twenty-two  of  the  Otago  Oentral  Iftailway 
would  be  oongtrocted,  do  you  think  they 
would  have  agreed  to  the  policy?  Not  a  bit 
of  it.  The  reason  they  installed  and  con- 
tinued the  honourable  gentlemskn  in  office  was 
because  he  led  bhem  by  a  process  of  decep- 
tion and  imposture  to  believe  there  would  be 
no  borrowing  at  all,  but,  as  it  was  called,  a  self- 
reliant  non- borrowing  policy  initiated.  Had  it 
been  openly  stated  that  these  four  millions 
were  to  be  added  to  the  public  debt,  it  would 
have  been  recognised  ihe  sum  was  quite  enough 
to  have  finished  every  line  in  the  colony  from 
end  to  end,  and  given  us  money  for  roads  and 
bridges  at  the  samo  time,  and  a  great  many  of 
the  other  requisite  public  works.  But  because 
tbe  people  then  believM  there  was  to  be  no 
more  kK>rrowing  they  were  content  to  put 
those  gentlemen  in  office  and  do  without  the 
works.  The  debt  has  now  been  increased  by 
tbis  large  sum  and  the  whole  of  the  railways 
are  yet  to  be  completed.  Why  is  it  there  is 
Buoh  a  **  set "  agaiost  railways  now  ?  A  few 
years  a^o  they  were  recognised  as  the  pioneers 
of  civilisation,- and  as  instruments  above  all 
others  for  opening  up  the  country  for  settle- 
ment. That  is  believed  still  by  the  people  of 
the  colony  and  of  all  other  countries;  but 
within  tbe  last  few  years  a  ourious  cry  has 
arisen  against  railways  in  this  House,  and 
there  is  nothing  talked  of  but  land-purchases 
and  roads  and  bridges.  Shall  I  explain  to  the 
House  the  reason  ?  Shall  I  explain  why  roads 
and  bridges  are  in  such  favour  and  railways  so 
depreciated  ?  It  is  because  roads  and  bridges 
are  convenient  instruments  of  political  corrup- 
tion, and  railways  are  not.  I  believe  that 
roads  and  bridges  are  necessary  for  the  coun- 
try, and  particularly  necessary  for  the  North 
Island,  but  a  railway  must  go  in  a  particular 
direction.  It  is  a  big  thing ;  it  must  go  through 
anybody's  district.  But  roads  are  different — 
roads  can  be  scattered  in  all  directions; 
and  if  honourable  members  will  turn  to  the 
Survey  Report  and  study  it  they  will  see  how 
the  process  is  carried  on.  I  was  going  to  deal 
with  the  table  relating,  to  productive  and  un- 
productive expenditure,  but  I  have  not  much 
time,  and  I  will  content  myself  with  pointing 
out  a  remarkably  ourious  blunder  of  perhaps 
fifty  millions  in  one  item  alone  in  that  table. 
It  is  a  fact  that  such  a  blunder  has  been 
oommitted ;  I  will  prove  it '  to  the  House  on 
the  authority  of  the  Premier,  and  there 
IS  not  a  soul  here  on  the  other  side  who 
will  say  me  nay.  The  expenditure  on  im- 
migration is  put  down  as  unproductive.  The 
sum  of  two  and  a  half  millions  his  predeces- 
sors spent  since  1871  on  immigration  is  put 
down  as  unproductive — evidently  because  the 
Premier  had  no  such  expenditure  in  his  own 
day.  But  a  few  years  ago— since  the  time 
of  the  Liberal  administration,  any  way — the 
Premier  was  going  bawling  about  the  country 
that  in  two  years  of  the  Atkinson  Adminis- 
tration fourteen  thousand  people  had  left  the 
country,  and  every  soul  was  worth  to  the  colony 
£200.  I  think  it  was  £200—1  do  not  want  to 
do  the  right  honourable  gentleman  an  injustice 


— if  it  was  not  £200  it  was  something  like  it. 
We  spent,  as  I  have  said,  two  emd  a  half  mil- 
lions on  immigration,  for  which  money  we  have 
introduced,  say,  two  hundred  thousand  people 
—that  is  £40,000,000  in  cash,  according  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  estimate.  And  then 
there  is  the  progeny  of  those  people,  that  will 
add,  say,  another  ten  millions ;  so  that  there  is 
a  mistake  of  £50,000,000  of  money,  according  to 
his  own  showing,  in  that  table.  And  then  he 
coolly  puts  down  the  Maori  war  as  unproduc- 
tive, and  the  Native  land  the  Maori  war  enabled 
us  to  sell  he  puts  down  as  productive.  He  for- 
gets the  confiscated  land,  too.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  millions  that  amounted  to.  PerhapH 
some  honourable  gentleman  can  tell  me. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Fifty  millions. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— No;  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  the  short  time  he  has 
been  on  that  side  of  the  House,  has  got — I  will 
not  say  demoralised,  because  he  could  not,  but 
his  ideas  have  become  a  little  exaggerated. 
Fifty  millions,  ae  I  have  reckoned  it,  have  been 
left  out  of  account,  besides  the  value  of  the 
confiscated  land.  It  is,  however,  a  small  mis. 
take  as  things  go  in  these  days,  and  does  not 
matter.  Now,  the  Budget  is  in  one  particular 
like  the  moon — it  only  shows  one  side.  Of 
these  six  years  of  Liberal  administration  only 
one  side  is  presented  to  us :  there  is  another 
side  that  has  not  yet  been  shown.  The  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  I  notice,  is  reading  Hansard^ 
in  which  he  appears  to  be  deeply  engrossed — 
one  of  my  own  speeches  he  is  reading,  I  will 
warrant ;  but  I  think  I  will  raise  him  out  of  his 
lethargy  when  I  mention  the  familiar  name  of 
Horowhenua.  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into 
the  history  of  this  remarkable  case.  I  shall 
not  deal  with  tbe  details  of  it,  because  we  have 
a  Bill  before  the  House  which  will  come  up 
later  on,  and,  besides,  I  have  not  the  time  at 
my  disposal.  But  I  am  now  dealing  with 
what  professes  to  be  the  Finanoial  State- 
ment, and  I  ask  members  of  this  House — 
and  both  sides  of  it— is  it  not  a  remarkable 
thing,  an  extraordinary  thing,  that  while  that 
case  is  pending  in  the  Court— a  case  the  like  of 
which  has  never  been  known  in  this  or  any 
other  colony — is  it  not  a  remarkable  thing  that 
there  is  not  a  word  in  the  Financial  Statement 
of  the  £680  of  costs  that  are  now  being  claimed 
from  the  unfortunate  Public  Trustee?  Is  it 
not  a  curious  thing  that  in  this  review  of  six 
years'  Liberal  administration  the  Financial 
Statement  should  not  say  a  word  about  that  ? 
Do  honourable  members  realise  the  true  posi- 
tion of  the  matter — that  the  question  is  whether 
that  money  due  for  costs  is  to  be  got  out  of 
the  furniture  in  the  Public  Trustee's  own 
house,  or  out  of  the  furniture  in  the  Public 
Trust  Office  ?  And  have  honourable  members 
read  what  the  Public  Trustee  has  said  in 
regard  to  it  ?  Sir,  I  have  not  time  to  read 
it— I  have  the  paper  here,  but  the  time-limit 
will  not  allow  of  my  reading  what  he  said 
— but  he  went  before  the  Court  and  in 
effect  said,  **  I  desire  to  pay  tbis  money ; 
it  is  due,  and  I  have  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands  for  permission  to  pay  it,  but  I  cannot 
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geb  it  from  him."  And  so  the  qaestion  is 
whether  the  furniture  in  his  own  house  is  to 
be  seized  or  the  furnituro  in  his  offioe.  Not 
a  word  about  this  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
The  law  is  going  to  put  a  bailiff  either  in  the 
Public  Trust  Office  or  in  the  man's  own 
house.  I  make  bold  to  predict  that  we  shall 
have  a  bailifi  in  this  Chamber  yet.  That  will 
be  the  end  of  the  six  years  of  Liberal  ad- 
ministration. Some  day  we  shall  find  that 
we  have  neither  seats  behind  us  nor  desks  in 
front.  And  as  for  you,  Sir,  you  will  get  up 
some  fine  morning  and,  on  reading  the  morn- 
ing paper,  you  will  find  your  throne  and  chair 
advertised  for  sale,  as  the  result,  Sir,  of  six 
years  of  Liberal  administration;  and  when 
you  come  into  this  House,  Sir,  you  will,  I 
fear,  have  to  squat  yourself,  Maori  fashion, 
on  the  floor  to  conduct  the  business.  A  nice 
position  that  would  be  to  read  the  prayers  in  1 
And  that  is  the  result  of  six  years  of  Liberal 
administration.  I  say,  speaking  quite  seriously, 
it  is  a  crying  scandal  that  that  money  should 
be  owing  and  should  not  be  paid,  and,  if  there 
is  a  bigger  scandal,  it  is  the  ghastly  administra- 
tive blunder  that  led  the  House  into  such  a 
mess  as  it  is  in  now  over  this  business.  And 
the  honourable  gentleman,  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  has  laid  a  paper  on  the  table  of  the 
House  which  attempts  to  explain  away  the 
failure  of  the  case  before  the  Courts.  It  is  a 
very  different  explanation,  however,  from  what 
has  been  put  forth  before.  I  understand  the 
Premier  to  have  said  that  the  counsel  for  the 
Public  Trustee,  Mr.  Cooper,  had  perverted  his 
instructions  when  he  went  before  the  Court 
and  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  of 
any  wrongdoing  against  Sir  Walter  BuUer. 
And  now  it  appears  from  this  paper  the 
fidlure  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
the  case  was  divided  between  two  Courts 
— that  one  phase  of  it  went  to  the  Native 
Land  Appellate  Court  and  another  phase 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  But  the  question 
of  Sir  Walter  Buller's  alleged  fraud,  which 
is  the  important  question  in  this  connection, 
went  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  alone ;  and  the  Public  Trustee  had  to  go 
into  the  Court  and  admit  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  fraud  on  the  part  of  Sir  Walter  Buller. 
Surely,  Sir,  public  honesty  demands  the  pay- 
ment of  that  money ;  and  the  moral  courage  of 
the  Minister  should  be  sufficient  to  see  that  the 
amount  is  placed  on  the  estimates,  and  the  re- 
proach of  it  all  taken  off  the  colony.  I  thought 
I  should  waken  up  my  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  He  put  down  his  Hanaard 
very  quickly  when  I  mentioned  Horowhenua, 
and  does  not  seem  disposed  to  take  it  up  again. 
I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman — and 
he  may  depend  upon  it  that  what  I  say  is 
true — that,  for  the  future,  he  will  go  forth  in 
this  colony  like  a  huge  sandwich-man,  with 
**  Horowhenua "  imprinted  in  large  letters  in 
front,  and  **  Pomahaka  "  behind.  A  nice  spec- 
tacle that  will  be  for  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
as  the  result  of  six  years'  Liberal  administration. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.  — Pomahaka  will  stick 
to  you  ;  you  had  better  leave  it  alone. 
Mr,  M.  J.  S.  MackenMie 


Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Yes,  I  will  leav» 
it  alone  now.  I  do  not  want  to  rub  it  in  un- 
necessarily. Then,  I  think  when  we  were  review- 
ing these  six  years  of  Liberal  administration 
we  might  have  had  allusion  to  that  dark  and 
infamous  night  in  1894— that  night  when  the 
demand  was  made  for  two  millions  for  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  That  is  surely  a 
financial  matter  worthy  of  review.  I  am  not 
now  questioning,  let  me  tell  the  Premier, 
the  right  of  the  Government  to  come  to  the 
assistance  of  that  institution,  or  any  other 
largely  affecting  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand.  That  is  an  arguable  question, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  enter  upon  it ;  but  the 
frightful  mistake  then  made  is  quite  another 
thing — when  the  Govehiment  came  before  this 
House  and  said,  **  We  can  give  you  no  infor- 
mation at  all ;  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  give 
you  information.  You  must  trust  implicitly  to 
us.  We  have  inquired  into  the  position  of  the 
bank,  and  find  that  if  you  empower  us  to  give 
a  two-million  guarantee  the  bank  will  he  safe, 
sound,  and  stable  for  ever  afterwards."  And  a 
few  months  afterwards  they  had  to  come  to 
the  House  and,  in  effect,  say,  **  We  have  made 
a  mistake.  We  require  another  three  millions 
for  the  purpose.  We  asked  you  for  two  mil- 
lions to  put  the  bank  sound,  but  we  find  it 
requires  three  more  to  do  it,  and  you  will  have 
to  do  it."  And  the  House  did  it.  What  else 
could  it  do,  after  the  first  blunder?  Sir,  I 
am  dealing  now,  as  I  say,  purely  with  the 
blunder,  not  of  six  years  of  Liberal  ad- 
ministration, but  of   one  unhappy  night  only. 

g  QQ  Surely  that  transaction  ought  to  have 
found  a  place  in  the  review  of  six 
years'  Liberal  administration.  Now,  I  have  a 
serious  word  to  say  about  the  mining-syndi- 
cate question.  And,  first  of  all,  let  me  say  that 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  in  the  private 
integrity  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
the  Premier.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  honour- 
able gentleman  placed  in  his  position  and 
trusted  by  the  people  would  for  the  sake  of 
any  benefit  to  himself  consciously  betray  the 
colony.  I  do  not  for  an  instant  believe  there 
is  a  member  of  this  House  who  oould  do  such  a 
thing ;  it  would  be  a  libel  for  anybody  to  say 
so.  The  man  who  would  consciously  betray 
the  people  who  had  reposed  such  trust  in .  him 
would  be  a  forlorn  ana  abandoned  scoundrel, 
and  I  do  not  belieVe  that  such  a  man  has  ever 
entered  this  House.  I  believe  thoroughly  in 
the  honourable  gentleman's  integrity;  but 
I  wish  to  say  a  serious  word  to  him  about 
his  position  on  that  syndicate;  and  I  think 
I  can  prove  to  the  House,  if  not  to  him,  that 
he  oagbt  not  to  be  there.  Sir,  let  me  state  the 
matter  in  the  form  of  an  illustration.  If  a 
syndicate  was  formed  in  London  to  expend 
millions  of  pounds  in  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands,  would  this  House — I  am  appealing  now 
to  the  Government  followers,  the  blindest  of 
them — would  any  honourable  member  sitting 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  tolerate  the 
Minister  of  Native  Affairs  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  paid  adviser  to  such  a  syndicate? 
Would  it  for  an  instant  be  tolerated  ?    Why, 
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the  ]at6  Minister  of  Native  ASain,  the  Hon. 
lir.  Oadman,  when  be  took  office  some  few 
Tears  ago,  was  a  half-partner  in  a  paltry 
hook  of  a  few  thoosands  of  acres  of  land  near 
Woodville,  and  he  had  to  retire  from  it  when 
be  became  Native  Minister.  It  was  not  a  very 
oomplete  retirement,  I  know;  but  I  do  not 
desire  to  go  into  that,  because,  in  spite  of  the 
oiccnmstances,  my  opinion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  that  there  is  not  a  more  straight- 
forward or  honourable  man  in  this  House. 
Bat  he  had  to  retire  from  that  position  because 
he  had  a  half-share  in  two  or  three  thousands 
of  acres  of  Native  lands.  And  why  did  he 
retire  ?  Because  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  whom 
we  have  had  placed  on  a  pedestal  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  opposite — and  God  for- 
bid that  I  should  say  anything  against  the 
dead;  and  I  do  not,  for  I  know  nothing, 
—  compelled  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
retire  from  the  partnership.  Sir,  I  am  talking 
of  what  I  know.  It  was  made  a  condition 
that  he  should  dissolve  any  connection  he 
had  with  Native  land  affairs,  and  he  retired 
aoeordingly  that  he  might  be  olear  to  accept 
office  as  Native  Minister.  Now,  let  me  put 
another  case.  Supposing  a  syndicate  was 
lomied  to  expend  millions  of  money  in  the 
purchase  of  Grown  lands.  Would  we  allow 
the  Minister  of  Lands  to  take  up  a  poeition  on 
ttiat  Board?  Not  for  an  instant,  and  I  am 
tore  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  do  it. 
The  country  would  not  tolerate  it.  But  if  we 
would  not  tolerate  it  in  the  head  of  one  depart- 
ment, can  it  be  tolerated  in  the  Premier,  who 
holds  the  threads  of  all  the  departments  in  his 
hands,  and  who  is  at  the  head  of,  and  whose 
will  is  law  to  all  his  colleagues  ?  Not  for  an 
instant.  The  position  is  utterly  wrong.  Some 
little  time  ago,  in  debate,  he  defended  his  posi- 
tion by  saying  that  other  members  of  former 
Ministries  had  been  connected  with  woollen- 
mills  and  so  forth,  and  he  lugged  in  a  rather 
lorry  joke  about  the  Fox  Exploitation  Com- 
pany, or  something  of  that  sort.  But  there  is 
a  great  principle  involved  in  the  matter,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman's  instincts  have  not 
enabled  him  to  seize  the  right  side  of  it — 
namely,  that  it  cannot  be  right  for  a  Responsible 
Minister  of  the  .Grown  to  take  up  a  position 
in  which  his  private  interests  may  at  any 
moment  come  into  conflict  with  his  duty  to 
the  country.  May  they  not  at  every  turn  in 
the  Mines  Department  ?  Suppose  an  applica- 
tion was  made  by  the  syndicate  that  a  river 
should  be  turned  into  a  sludge-channel,  and 
the  interests  of  thousands  of  farmers  were 
dependent  on  the  decision  of  the  Government. 
I  have  confidence,  as  I  have  said,  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman;  but  he  should  not  allow 
himself  to  be  placed  in  such  a  false  and  in- 
vidious posi  tion.  What  confidence  could  people 
have  as  to  the  decision  arrived  at  ?  Suppose, 
again,  a  question  of  boundary  between  two 
olaims  arose  before  a  Warden.  The  Warden  is 
at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  Minister  of  the  day. 
He  may  be  dismissed,  or  his  salary  may  be  re- 
daced,  or  he  might  be  sent  to  the  West  Goaet, 
which  I  understand  to  be  the  severest  form  of 


Sunishment.  Oan  it  be  right  that  those  War- 
ens  should  be  asked  to  give  a  decision  against 
the  Premier  of  the  colony,  and  can  we  be 
satisfied  they  would  deal  with  all  such  matters 
impartially  and  judicially,  as  they  should  do  ? 
It  is  not  possible,  Skud,  however  honest  the 
honourable  gentleman  may  be,  and  however 
much  confidence  he  may  have  in  himself,  he 
is  placing  himself  in  a  false  position.  It  is  a 
public  scandal  that  it  should  be  so;  such  a 
poeition  has  never  existed  before,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  put  an  end  to  the  better.  I  am 
sorry  I  have  not  more  time  at  my  disposal.  I 
suppose  you  could  not  extend  it  a  little,  Sir  ?  I 
could  open  the  eyes  of  the  House  to  a  good  many 
matters  if  I  couid  go  on  a  little  longer.  There 
is  the  Ziman  Gompany,  for  instance.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  not,  so  far  as  I  know, 
connected  with  it ;  but  does  the  House  know 
what  was  done  in  oonnection  with  that  com- 
pany in  1895  ?  Let  honourable  members  turn 
up  the  Appendices  of  that  year,  and  they  will 
there  find  that  in  G.-8  Mr.  Gordon  made  his 
usual  yearly  report  on  the  24th  July,  a  report  of 
278  pages — as  big  as  a  book  of  statu tes*-and, 
curiously  enough,  immediately  afterwards — on 
the  16th  September—he  made  a  supplementary 
report— G.~do — and  here  is  the  reason  he  givea* 
for  making  that  second  report  in  this  particular 
year :  **  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  supi^le- 
mentary  report  on  the  state  of  quarts-mimng 
in  the  Beef  ton  district,  as  considerable  develop- 
ments have  been  made  since  writing  my  annual 
report  on  the  goldfields."  "As  considerable 
developments  have  been  made"!  I  now 
ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman  before 
this  debate  is  closed  to  tell  the  House  what 
those  developments  were  that  demanded  a- 
supplementary  report  in  August,  just  one 
month  after  the  yearly  report  had  been 
made.  He  has  to  tell  us,  and  if  he  does 
not  explain  it  satisfactorily  there  is  only  one 
explanation  to  be  made  —  that  is,  that  the 
supplementary  report  which  dealt  with  all' 
these  mines  in  the  Beefton  district  just  after 
Mr.  Ziman  had  been  purchasing  there  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  prospectus  for 
the  Ziman  Gompany  in  London.  I  do  not 
blame  the  honourable  gentleman  for  enoourag- 
ing  mining  investment  in  the  ordinary  way, 
but  the  proof  of  what  I  say  is  that  out  of 
twenty-one  mines  mentioned  in  the  supple- 
mentary report  eighteen  belong  to  the  Ziman 
Gompany— the  Consolidated  Gold-mining  Oom- 

Sany.  When  the  promoter  went  back  to  Lon- 
on  it  was  a  grand  thing,  no  doubt,  to  have  an 
official  report — a  splendid  thing  to  have  an 
official  report  to  go  upon  for  the  selling  of 
shares  promptly;  and  Sir  Westby  Perceval, 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  company,  seems  to 
have  made  use  of  it.  Then,  there  is  the  police 
inquiry.  Had  I  a  little  time  I  should  like  to  deal 
with  that.  Look  at  the  degradation  to  which 
our  politics  have  come  1  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  considered  a  strong  Minister, 
one  of  the  strongest  we  ever  had,  though  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  telling  the  House  and  the 
country  what  I  have  known  all  along— that  his 
strength  consisted    in   the  blind,  unthinking. 
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following  he  bad  in  the  last  Parliament.  It 
has  to  some  extent  gone  now,  and  in  conse- 
^nence  all  the  supposed  strength  has  gone  with 
it.  BasinesB  was  never  conducted  in  a  worse 
manner  than  it  is  now,  and  every  honourable 
gentleman  who  passes  from  him  makes  his 
individual  weakness  more  apparent.  A  few 
honourable  gentlemen  demand  an  inquiry  into 
the  Government  administration  of  a  whole 
department.  It  is  quite  different  to  an  ordi- 
nary  Commission.  Gonunissions — proper  Com- 
missions— sit  to  guide  a  Minister,  but  this  is 
a  Commission  to  sit  on  the  administration 
of  a  Minister.  Such  a  thing  has  never  been 
.known  in  the  country  before.  It  is  degrading. 
And  did  not  I  tell  the  House  in  the  debate 
on  the  Address  in  Reply  that  the  new  Com- 
missioner of  Police,  the  Inspector  of  Detectives 
from  Scotland  Yard,  could  be  turned  to  account 
to  inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment? Has  it  not  come  true  ?  Do  I  ever 
say  anything  that  is  not  true  ?  It  is  an  extra- 
ordinary position  of"  affairs  that  a  man  who 
poses  before  the  country  as  one  of  the  strongest 
Ministers  we  have  ever  had  truckles  and  falls 
face  downwards  before  a  few  honourable  mem- 
bers— supporters — who  say  to  him,  **  Place  a 
detective  officer  and  a  couple  of  Magistrates  to 
sit  upon  your  own  administration,  to  pronounce 
judgment  upon  yourself."  Sir,  I  will  now  con- 
clude, for  my  time  is  up.  I  have  still  an 
abundance  of  notes  here,  which  I  would  like  to 
hand  over  to  somebody  else,  that  they  may  not 
be  wasted.  I  have  dealt  with  what  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  falsely  and  hypo- 
critically called  the  "  wretched  past."  But  I 
believe,  Sir,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years 
there  will  be  a  **  wretched  past."  I  believe 
that  when  the  scales  have  fallen  from  the  eyes 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  they  see  the 
imposture  and  the  deception  that  has  been  prac- 
tised upon  them;  when  they  see  the  edifice 
which  looks  so  fair  without  and  is  so  foul 
within  crumbling  in  the  dust ;  above  all,  when 
they  see  the  moral  degradation 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Your  time  is  up. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Sir,  I  think  that  many  mem- 
hers  of  this  House  have  been  greatly  disap- 
pointed this  evening.  I  know  I  myself  have 
been  very  grievously  disappointed ;  and,  from 
what  I  have  observed,  I  am  sure  that  this 
feeling  of  disappointment  has  been  reflected 
very  largely  on  the  faces -of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite.  Occasionally,  Sir,  there 
was  a  little  titter  of  laughter  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  got  off  some  of  his  quips,  and  cranks, 
and  quiddities,  but  after  all,  when  we  come  to 
consider  what  was  in  the  speech  that  has  just 
been  delivered,  we  find  what  a  pitifully  small 
amount  of  bread  there  was  to  such  an  intoler- 
ably larf;e  quantity  of  sack.  There  was  plenty 
of  the  Scobian  so-called  wit,  and  a  pitifully 
small  quantity  of  common-sense,  or  of  honest, 
just,  discriminating  criticism  of  the  Statement, 
which  after  all  is  the  subject  under  discussion. 
The  honourable  gentleman  spent  a  consider- 
able portion  of  his  time  in  straying  off  into 
the  by-paths  of  personalities,  and  talking  of 
the  "wretched  past,"  but  I  think  it  would 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  McickenMU 


have  been  much  better  had  he  confined  him- 
self to  folly  oritioiBing  the  Statement;  and 
that,  Sir,  I  contend  he  has  not  done  at  all. 
I  am  not  going  to  follow  that  bad  example.  I 
am  not  going  to  be  betrayed  into  following 
the  honourable  gentleman  through  that  laby- 
rinth of  personalities  which  he  indulged  in  to- 
wards the  Premier.  If  I  did  I  could  tbrow 
some  of  the  missiles  back  at  him  which  he 
hurled  at  this  side  of  the  House.  I  shall  only 
refer  to  the  pretence  of  pity,  sorrow,  and  grief 
which  he  was  pleased  to  express  at  membexB 
of  this  side  of  the  House  being  '*  put  up,*'  an 
he  was  pleased  to  call  it,  to  vilify  the  second 
member  for  Wellington  City.  It  comes  ill. 
Sir,  from  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City 
to  express  any  grief  or  pity  at  the  present  time 
as  regards  the  second  member  for  Wellington 
City,  for  in  the  whole  course  of  New  Zealand 
politics  there  have  been  no  more  bitter 
speeches  made  against  the  now  second  meoiber 
for  Wellington  City  than  those  which  have  been 
delivered  in  the  past  by  the  present  senior  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City.  Sir,  I  have  in  my  hand 
here  the  proof  of  what  I  assert.  It  has  been 
given  to  me  also  to  investigate  the  *'  wretched 
past "  ;  and  I  have  here  before  me  a  small 
chapter  out  of  that  **  wretched  past."  I  say, 
Sir,  that,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
made  the  charge  that  certain  members  of 
this  side  of  the  House  were  "  put  up  **  to 
vilify  the  second  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  R.  Stout),  I  on  my  own  account  return  to 
that  charge  a  most  positive  denial.  I  respeot 
Sir  Robert  Stout — I  revere  him  almost — for 
his  many  fine  qualities  both  as  a  present 
citizen  and  as  a  statesman.  But  I  am  not 
bound  to  indorse  everything  he  has  done,  or 
to  express  unqualified  approval  of  all  his  acts  : 
and  if  I  should  question  the  wisdom  and  the 
prudence  of  some  of  Sir  Robert  Stout's  actions, 
surely  that  is  not  going  to  be  construed  into 
vilification  ?  I  do  not  think  that  construction 
should  be  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  was  an  op. 
ponent  of  Sir  Robert  Stout. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  know  you  were.  It  would 
be  Interesting  to  know  how  you  can  justify  the 
process  of  conversion.  At  the  present  moment 
you  are  running  in  double  harness  with  him, 
and  that  perhaps  explains  the  frequency  of 
the  interviews  which  take  place  between  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  yourself  in  the 
library  and  the  lobbies.  But,  Sir,  I  will  give 
you  the  opinion  that  was  formerly  entertained 
of  Sir  Robert  Stout  by  the  present  senior  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  ;  I  will  give  you  his  vilifica* 
tion  of  Sir  Robert  Stout  in  1887.  This  is  an 
extract  from  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  at  Naseby  in  1887.  Speaking  of 
the  Stout- Vogel  Government,  presumably,  he 
said, — 

*'  For  the  year  1886  their  travelling-expenses 
were  £2,812,  and  for  the  past  year  £3,478.  We 
had  a  job  to  get  that  out  of  them.  I  say  that 
their  expenses  represent — simply  legalised  it 
may  be — but  still  the  spoil  brought  home  on 
the  laden  backs  of  unorganized  political 
marauders,  men  who,  totally  ignoring  the  toil 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1697.] 


Finaneud 


[HOUBB.] 


Statement. 


181 


wd  sweat  of  the  nnhappy  taxpayers,  periodi- 
otlly  set  oat  on  filibustering  expeditioiui  against 
the  people  of  New  Zealand.'* 

"  Political  maranders  " — that  is  the  honour- 
sble  gentleman's  definition  of  the  second  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Gitv,  with  whom  he  is  now 
10  pleased  to  be  working  in  doable  harness. 
Let  me  qaote  a  little  farther  from  this  interest- 
ing speech : — 

"  When  Sir  Robert  Stoat  is  oat  of  Parliament 
he  is  a  legal  practitioner,  when  in  Parliament 
he  is  a  legislative  practitioner ;  he  simply  re- 
mores  his  practice  from  the  ba/  of  tlie  Courts 
to  the  bar  of  the  House.  He  had  the  strongest 
objection  to  parting  with  land,  but  he  gave 
two  and  a  half  million  acres  away  to  a  London 
syndicate  to  make  the  Bast  and  West  Coast 
RaUway.  When  we  asked  him  to  do  the  same 
on  a  small  scale  for  the  Otago  Central  he  went 
baok  to  the  leasing  principle.  He  held  a  brief 
against  us ;  that  is  all. 

Sir,  what  a  remarkable  resemblance  there  is 
between  the  speech  delivered  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  Naseby  in  1887  and  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  same  honourable  gentleman  in 
this  House  to-night.  He  is  the  same  honour- 
able gentleman  who  says  he  has  prayed  the 
Almighty  to  deliver  this  unfortunate  country 
from  **  this  pitiful  band  of  marauders,"  as  he  is 
pleased  to  call  the  present  Qovemment.  That 
IS  only  one  example  of  the  political  consistency 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  lust  sat 
down.  Sir,  we  heard  some  very  hard  words 
from  him  daring  his  spee9h.  We  were  told, 
for  instance,  that  the  actions  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  made  them  **  unspeakably  odious  to 
all  the  right-thinking  people  in  the  country." 
Who  are  the  **  right-thinking  people "  in  any 
oommanity  ?  Why,  of  course,  those  only  who 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  All 
other  people, — and  in  this  case,  as  proved  by 
the  general  elections  in  December  last, 
fchey  are  the  vast  majority  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand,  —  are  not  **  right-thinking 
people  "  at  all.  It  is  the  old  story,  **  Orthodoxy 
IS  my  dozy ;  heterodoxy  is  the  other  fellow's 
doxy."  But  that  will  not  go  down.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  certainly  played 
open  the  table  of  reproductive  and  non-pro- 
dnetive  expenditure  in  the  Statement,  but  I  am 
not  going  to  follow  him  in  doing  that.  It  is 
only  part  of  the  honourable  member's  audacity 
to  complain  that  the  policy  of  roads  and 
bridges  construction  is  nothing  else  but"  politi- 
cal corruption."  I  would  like  him  to  go  up 
to  some  of  the  sparsely-settled  districts  -in 
this  North  Island — to  Pahiatua,  Hunterville, 
to  the  country  tapped  by  the  East  Road  in 
Taranaki,  and  to  the  other  settlements  where 
men  have  been  put  on  Crown  lands  and  have 
acquired  small  holdings,  which  to  them  are 
everything— let  him  go  up  there  and  tell  these 

ale  who  are  living  beyond  Hunterville,  in  the 
districts  between  Eketahuna  and  Wood- 
ville,  or  along  the  East  Road,  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  guilty  of  **  corruption  "  in  con- 
stmcting  roads  and  bridges  for  them.  If  he  goes 
ap  there  travelling  over  roads  deep  with  mud,  as  i 
they  are  during  the  winter  months,  I  do  not  know 


what  woald  become  of  him.  I  am  afraid  there 
would  be  very  little  of  him  left.  It  amuses  one 
when  the  honoarable  gentleman  rises  to  refer 
to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  "the  sqaandering 
policy  "  of  the  Qovemment.  But  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  exceedingly  unjust  in  his 
references  to  the  Premier.  Sir,  the  Premier, 
although  he  may  have,  and  certainly  has,  de- 
fended many  of  the  loan  proposals,  not  only 
those  promulgated  by  his  own  Ministry  bui 
those  of  the  party  to  which  he  was  in  opposi- 
tion, at  least  did  not  support  such  a  proposal 
as  the  Meiggs  proposal.  He  did  not  initiate 
the  Midland  Railway  scheme,  which  the  colony 
is  suffering  from  even  unto  this  day,  and  which 
placed  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  in  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  company.  Talk  about 
foreign  companies,  why,  the  very  name  of  so- 
called  **  foreign  "  syndicates  is  in  everybody's 
mouth  to-day.  Why  did  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  refer  to  the  Ministers  who  landed 
this  colony  in  a  slough  of  despond,  of  debt 
and  dishonour.  He  has  evidently  forgotten 
the  district  railways  scheme. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— He  supported 
it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No;  I  opposed  the  pur- 
chase. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Yes,  you  did. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  do  not  think  these  inter- 
ruptions  are  altogether  in  order  or  good  taste, 
even  from  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce. 
He  is,  I  believe,  an  old  member  of  the  House. 
I  hope  when  i  have  been  a  member  of  this 
House  as  long  as  has  been  the  honourable 
member  I  shall  display  better  taste  and  more 
courtesy  thsku  to  interrupt  any  honourable 
gentleman  in  his  speech.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  tried  to  make  a 
great  score  also  about  a  certain  mistake  of 
some  fifty  millions  in  tha  Financial  State- 
ment. That  was,  of  course,  his  little  joke.  We 
have  had  very  few  of  his  little  jokes  to-night* 
It  is  well  known— although  it  is  quite  contrary 
to  history — that  Captain  Cook  landed  at  Dun- 
edin when  he  came  to  New  Zealand,  and  that 
somewhere  near  the  Otago  Daily  Time$  Office 
he  planted  a  "  chestnut "  tree,  and  the  honour^ 
able  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S. 
Mackenzie)  has  been  gathering  fruit  from  that 
tree,  and  has  been  retailing  it  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  ever  since.  We  have  had  some 
of  those  stale,  decayed  *' chestnuts"  to-night; 
but  not,  thank  Ooodness,  the  usual  quantity  % 
He  is  pleased  to  imagine  that  we  have  heard 
the  end  of  Horowhenua.  Do  not  let  the 
honourable  member  make  such  a  sad  mistake. 
The  last  chapter  of  that  history  has  not  yet 
been  written .  Perhaps  the  honourable  member 
will  find  before  the  session  is  six  weeks  older 
that  there  is  something  more  to  learn  about 
Horowhenua.  It  has  been  very  properly  re- 
marked by  the  LytUUon  Times — a  very  mode- 
rate paper  in  tone,  and  a  very  just  paper,— 

**  In  his  elaborate  apology  for  fresh  legisla- 
tion to  deal  with  this  matter,  Mr.  MoKenzie 
appears  to  establish  a  good  primiL  facie  case 
for  parliamentary  interierence.  The  intention 
of  tiie  Legislature,  which  was  imperieotly  ex* 
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pressed  in  the  measure  a  year  ago,  has  been 
defeated,  and  there  has  been  no  judicial  in- 
vestigation into  the  question  of  the  bonafldea 
of  Sir  Walter  Buller  in  his  dealings  with  land 
alleged  to  have  been  held  in  trust  with  his 
<ull  knowledge  on  behalf  of  the  Native  owners. 
For  that  reason,  Mr.  McKenzie  was  unable  to 
support  his  allegations  of  fraud,  and  has  had 
to  tie  under  the  imputation  of  having  made 
charges  in  a  reckless  and  unjustifiable  manner." 

The  Timei  puts  the  matter  in  a  nutshell: 
*^  If  the  ends  of  justice  have  been  defeated 
through  the  faulty  expression  of  the  will  of 
Parliament,  it  seems  reasonable  that  Parlia- 
ment should  repair  it,  even  now,  by  passing  a 
fresh  statute." 

I  regret  very  much  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  is  not  in  the  House.  He  also  had 
a  great  deal  to  say  about  Horowhenua,  and  he 
also  posed  as  a  defender  of  the  present  title  to 
the  land,  erroneously  or  of  malice  prepense 
charging  the  Government  with  attacking  all 
duly  •  registered  land -titles.  Let  us  hear 
what  the  Lyttelton  Times  says  further  on  this 
question : — 

"The  proposed  legislation  to  reopen  Horo- 
whenua will  do  neither  of  these  things.  It 
will  simply  put  the  matter  in  the  position  in 
which  the  Legislature  intended  to  place  it  a 
year  ago.  It  does  not  to  seek  to  overthrow  a 
title,  but  merely  to  give  facilities  for  inquiring 
into  the  means  by  which  that  title  was  ac- 
quired. It  makes  no  attempt  to  go  behind  the 
legal  decision  of  any  Court,  but  proposes  to 
lift  the  question  into  another  plane,  and  there 
are  ample  grounds  disclosed  for  this  unusual 
course  of  proceeding." 

It  is  premature  for  those  honourable  mem- 
bers opposite  to  suppose  that  they  are  going 
to  make  much  political  capital  out  of  Horo- 
whenua. The  last^chapter  of  that  history,  I 
repeat,  has  yet  to  be  written,  and  when  it 
appears  in  print  its  tenor  will  be  of  such  a 
character  as  will  largely  justify  the  action  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  With  reference  to  our 
railways,  the  honourable  member  was  pleased 
to  remark  that,  had  the  country  known  when 
Mr.  Ballance's  Ministry  came  into  power,  and 
when  he  (Mr.  Ballance)  said  they  were  going  in 
for  a  self-reliant  policy — that  had  the  country 
known  the  additions  to  our  railways  were  to  be 
of  such  a  meagre  character  as  he  alleges  they 
have  been,  possibly  the  Ballance  Government 
would  not  have  been  accorded  the  support  which 
the  country  gave  to  the  Government  at  the 
general  election  in  1890.  He  was  pleased  to 
remark  that  only  twenty  miles  have  been  con- 
structed of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line 
during  the  present  term  of  office  of  the  Liberal 
Government.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  it  was  not  of  the  least  use 
going  on  with  that  line,  and  then  allowing  the 
weeds  to  grow  upon  it,  until  the  Makohine 
viaduct  and  the  Poroo-tarao  tunnel  at  the 
other  end  were  completed.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  ^Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie)  has  ever  been 
over  tne  line.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a 
member  of  the  party  of  which  Captain  Bus- 
Mr,  Wilson 


sell,  I  believe,  was  a  member,  of  which  the 
then  member  for  the  Hutt  was  a  member, 
which  went  over  the  route,  and  which  pArty 
consumed  such  a  large  amount  of  food  and  so 
much  wine,  and  duly  charged  some  very  ex- 
travagant expenditure  to  the  suffering  country. 
But  if  the  honourable  member  knows  the 
country  he  must  know  perfectly  well  that  it 
was  no  use  pushing  on  the  construction  of  the 
permanent-way  until  the  viaduct  and  tunnel 
were  completed.  As  to  the  Otago  CentraJ,  I 
can  quite  understand  the  honourable  gentle- 
man spelLkin^,  almost  with  tears  in  hie 
eyes,  as  to  the  lack  of  enterprise  shown 
by  successive  Governments  with  regard  to 
this  line.  The  honourable  member,  while  he 
has  been  in  opposition  —  and  he  has  gene- 
rally been  in  opposition— has  **  slated  "  ahnoet 
every  Government  for  not  proceeding  more 
vigorously  with  the  Otago  Central.  There 
must  be  no  more  borrowing  of  millions  for 
public  works ;  but  when  it  comes  to  his  o^pm 
pet  ewe-lamb,  the  Otago  Central,  he  adopts  a 
very  different  attitude.  The  railway,  I  may 
remark,  runs  through  the  honourable  member's 
own  district.  The  honourable  member  is  max- 
vellously  virtuous  with  respect  to  other  people, 
but  when  it  comes  to  his  own  constituency  lie 
is  marvellously  like  other  members :  he  haa  a 
very  clear  idea  as  to  the  direction  in  which  tbe 
»*  loaves  and  fishes  "  should  go.  The  honourable 
member  said  it  is  always  his  function  to  ex- 
plain. He  is  one  of  the  Mentors  of  the  Honee. 
The  second  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  is  another  of  the  Mentors.  We  have  the 
honourable  member  for  Ricoarton  occasionally 
posing  in  the  same  way ;  and  now  to-night  ive 
have  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City. 
Those  members  are  everlastingly  lecturing  the 
young  members  on  this  side  of  the  Honee. 
I  have  no  objection  to  an  occasional  lecture 
— indeed,  it  is  almost  a  pleasure  to  hear  a 
lecture  by  the  honourable  member  for  Riccar- 
ton.  That  honourable  member  lectures  us  in 
a  very  pleasant  and  courteous  way,  and  in 
listening  to  him  I  recognise  that  I  am  listen- 
ing to  the  crystallized  experience  of  many 
years  in  politics.  But,  although  some  of  the 
members  on  this  side  may  be  young  members 
of  this  House,  they  are  not  necessarily  new 
to  politics.  For  instance,  as  to  myself,  it 
must  not  be  supposed  that  during  the  eighteen 
years  I  have  been  in  the  colony  I  have  not 
taken  an  interest  in  politics.  Is  it  to  be 
assumed  that  when  new  members  come  to 
this  House  they  are  not  to  form  any  opinions, 
or  express  such  opinions,  simply  because  they 
are  new  members  ?  Why,  Sir,  it  is  ridiculous. 
Young  members  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
this  House  are  allowed  to  nold  opinions  on 
public  affairs,  and  they  are  applauded  when 
they  express  them ;  but  young  members  on 
this  side  are  not:  we  are  to  sit  like  good 
little  boys  with  our  thumbs  in  our  mouths  and 
to  be  lectured  by  the  second  member  for 
Wellington  Oity  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City.  I  trust  that  before  the 
session  is  over  that  honourable  member  will 
cease  to  act  in  the  role  of  Mentor.    Now  let 
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me  say  a  word  as  to  the  absolutely  sbameleBB 
-obstruotion  which  has  been  going  on  for  the 
last  three  weeks.  This  debate  would  have 
■topped  last  week  if  it  had  not  been  for  that 
-obstmotion.  Time  after  time  the  Premier  rose  to 
reply,  and  time  after  time  Opposition  members 
^ot  up  to  speak  in  order  to  prevent  him  closing 
the  debate.  We  have  had  obstruction  to  the 
setting-up  of  Committees;  we  have  had  ob- 
ttruotion  this  afternoon.  There  was  a  shameless 
^waste  of  time  in  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
Reply,  and  the  same  has  also  been  the  case  in 
this  debate ;  and  yet,  forsooth,  the  honourable 
member  has  the  impudence,  the  audacity,  to 
get  up  and  speak  as  he  has  done,  as  if  the 
Opposition  had  done  nothing  of  the  sort.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  really 
sincere  in  his  desire  to  get  on  with  the 
business  ol  the  country  he  would  not  have 
made  the  silly,  meaningless,  foolish  speech 
which  he  has  made  this  evening.  I  am  very 
aony  indeed  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  is  not  in  his  place.  He  always  reminds 
me  of  Chucks,  the  marine,  in  Marryat's  novel 
***  Peter  Simple,"  who  always  prided  himself  on 
his  gentility  and  the  choiceness  of  his  language. 
The  honourable  member  was  pleased  to  refer 
to  the  "  penny-a-lining  *'  language  in  the  State- 
ment. It  comes  well  indeed  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  to  sneer  at  "penny- 
Arlining,"  for  in  olden  days,  at  Wanganui,  he 
vas  editor  or  sub-editor  of  the  Wanganui 
Chronicle.  This  was  before  he  wisely  betook 
himself  to  the  much  more  lucrative  profession 
of  the  law.  It  also  comes  ill  from  him  to 
sneer  at  **  penny-a-lining,"  when  he  himself, 
so  I  understand,  has  acquired  large  interests 
in  two  papers  in  his  own  electorate,  which 
papers,  having  attacked  him  in  the  past, 
will  now,  no  doubt,  hail  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  as  the  great  saviour  of 
this  distressed  and  pitiful  country.  The 
honourable  member  for  Patea  was  pleased 
to  make  a  statement  about  the  lack  of  **  sin- 
cerity" exhibited  in  the  Statement.  This 
•comes  well  indeed  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, because  we  all  know  that  his  strong  point 
is  sincerity.  The  late  Mr.  3allance  was  the 
man  who  politically  made  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea.  He  brought  him  out  as  a  poli- 
tician. Mr.  Ballance,  in  order  to  assist  Mr. 
Hutchison,  asked  the  people  to  go  out  to  his 
•(Hr.  Hutchison's)  district  to  support  him,  and 
he  thus  depleted  the  ranks  of  his  own  followers 
in  Wanganui  and  lost  his  own  election.  And 
what  reward  did  he  get  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea?  Why,  Sir,  he  was 
treacherously  betrayed  in  this  House  by  the 
present  member  for  Patea.  Do  not  let  us  have 
-any  more  cant  about  **  sincerity  "  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea.  I  wish  the 
^iODourable  member  was  in  his  place;  but 
I  am  not  going  to  be  debarred  from  saying 
what  I  have  to  say  about  him  because  of 
bis  absence.  It  is  his  duty  to  be  here, 
g  Q  It  is  his  duty  to  be  there.  Sir,  he  has 
also  been  pleased  to  say  that  he  has 
•always  been  a  Liberal :  but  I  need  not  follow 
^m  into  that,  I  have  sufficiently  dealt  with 


him  with  regard  to  his  Liberalism  and  his 
alleged  sincerity.  His  Liberalism,  like  his  sin- 
cerity, has  always  alike  been  a  very  debatable 
?[uantity.  When  I  pass  on  to  some  of  the  chief 
eatures  of  the  Statement,  I  may  state  that  I 
think  the  main  proposals  of  the  Statement 
have  never  been  touched  upon  by  the  Opposi- 
tion speakers  up  to  the  present  time.  The  only 
speaker  from  that  side  who  has  really  attempted 
to  criticize  the  finance  of  the  Government  with 
any  seriousness  was  the  honourable  member 
for  Mataura.  He  is  out  of  the  House  just  now : 
but.  Sir,  we  know  that  he  loves  to  pose  as  a 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  posse  ^  and  that  during 
the  time  when  Mr.  Ballance  was  on  the  Go- 
vernment benches  that  gentleman  used  to 
say  that  the  Opposition  possessed  no  less  than 
six  Colonial  Treasurers :  the  member  for  the 
Hutt  was  one,  the  member  for  Mataura  another, 
the  member  for  Patea  a  third,  and  the  others — 
well,  I  do  not  really  remember  who  they  were. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Well,  I  admit  he  does  know 
a  bit  about  finance.  Sir  Robert  Stout  made  a 
very  strong  speech  in  the  course  of  this 
debate— a  speech  which  I  trust,  and  have  no 
It  has  been  said  that  the  advances-tosettlers 
doubt,  will  be  fully  replied  to  by  the  Premier, 
policy  has  not  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
rate  of  interest  charged  for  loans  to  settlers. 
That  statement  is  simply  ridiculous,  because 
anybody  who  has  ever  had  anything  to  do  with 
finance,  and  with  the  procuring  of  loans  for 
country  settlers,  will  tell  you  that  the  reduction 
of  interest  on  loans  followed  three  or  four 
months  after  the  reduction  of  interest  by  the 
Government,  and  then  the  rates  came  down  with 
a  rush  all  throuf^h  the  country.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  laughs;  and  he  may 
laugh,  because  Providence  has  plentifully  pro- 
vided him  with  worldly  wealth,  and  he  has  had 
no  need  to  go  to  the  loan  companies ;  but  he 
knows  that  in  his  electorate,  and  in  electorates 
all  over  the  colony,  there  are  hundreds  of  hard- 
working settlers  who  have  not  had  money 
enough  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  necessary 
improvements  on  their  farms.  These  settlers, 
when  they  came  down  to  Wellington,  what  had 
they  to  do?  They  had  to  go  to  a  financial 
middleman — a  broker — to  whom  they  had  to 
pay  a  commission.  The  agent  would  introduce 
them  to  a  lawyer,  who  would  draw  up  a  pre- 
posterously long  deed,  and  charge  them  four  or 
five  guineas  for  it,  and  then  he  would  find  the 
man  who  lent  the  money,  and  who  charged 
9  or  10  per  cent,  for  it— and  I  have  known  as 
high  as  13  per  cent,  charged,  and  that  only  a 
few  months  oef ore  the  Government  introduced 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill.  I  know  that 
case  well.  What  happened  before  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Act  came  into  force  was 
that  before  a  settler  got  to  the  money-lender 
he  had  to  pay  £4  or  £5  to  the  lawyer 
and  £4  or  £5  more  to  the  middleman.  No 
wonder  the  lawyers — including  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea — do  not  like  the  advances  to 
settlers.  I  could  a  tale  unfold  to  show  why : 
because  it  has  robbed  him  and  gentlemen  like 
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him  of  the  opportunity  of  lending  sums  at  ex- 
orbitant rates  of  interest  to  country  settlers. 
And  with  what  results  ?  You  can  ask  any  one 
in  Wanganui  the  result  of  his  disinterested 
philanthropy.  There  is  a  monument  of  that, 
standing  in  a  house  in  Wanganui ;  you  can  ask 
him  the  name  of  it.  To  get  back  to  the  settlers 
who  came  into  town  to  borrow  money.  These 
settlers  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other 
hailed  with  satisfaction  the  advances- to-settlers 
measure,  because  the  man  who  had  borrowed 
money  at  10  per  cent,  paid  off  the  usurer ;  and 
the  other  5  per  cent,  he  did  not  bury  in  the 
ground,  but  he  improved  his  holding  with  it, 
and  went  in  for  more  stock,  and  consequently, 
co-existent  with  the  advances  -  to  -  settlers 
policy,  there  has  been  a  general  increase 
in  the  prosperity — the  genuine  prosperity — of 
the  small  settlers — the  backbone  of  this  coun- 
try. These  are  facts  which  not  all  the  sneers 
and  jeers  and  jibes  and  jokes  of  honourable 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  par- 
ticularly the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City,  can  get  rid  of  for  a  moment.  Coming  to 
the  question  of  the  land-for-settlements  policy, 
1  trust  the  Gk)vemment  will  largely  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  I 
see  with  satisfaction  that  they  are  taking 
estates  in  Hawke's  Bay.  There  are  more 
estates  in  Hawke*s  Bay  than  the  Woburn 
Estate  that  should  be  taken.  The  people  who 
live  in  the  Towns  of  Waipawa  and  Waipukurau 
have  the  backs  of  their  gardens  adjoining  the 
runs,  and  if  their  sons  want  land  they  are  told 
to  go  up  to  the  ranges.  But  they  do  not 
want  to  go  up  to  the  ranges;  they  want 
to  share  the  good  things  that  are  about 
them,  and  not  to  go  where  the  unfortu- 
nate Scandinavian  settlers  were  sent  by  the 
Qovernment  of  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond 
was  a  member.  They  want  to  remain  where 
they  are,  where  they  can  be  helped  by  their 
parents  and  relatives.  They  do  not  want  to 
go  away  to  the  far  interior.  If  the  lands  are 
locked  up  they  must  be  unlocked.  Now,  this 
Government  is  doing  its  best  to  unlock  the 
l%nd  ;  and  I  would  not  care  if  there  were  fifty 
alleged  sins  of  administration  charged  against 
them  every  week  so  long  as  they  are  honestly 
oarnring  out  the  land-for-settlement  policy. 
If  they  will  only  do  that,  and  be  honest  and 
fair  to  labour,  I  do  not  care  if  there  be  twice 
the  number  of  charges  of  alleged  corruption. 
What  are  these  charges  of  corruption  ?  They 
fade  away  like  mist  before  the  autunm  wind. 
We  have  had  these  charges  in  the  Otago  Daily 
TtmeSt  in  the  Ghristchuroh  PresSj  in  the 
Hawke*8  Bay  Herald^  and  the  New  Zealand 
Herctld,  all  sent  out  from  the  same  **  slander- 
factory"  in  Wellington.  The  Conservative 
party  never  established  an  industry  till  they 
iistablished  the  **  slander  -  factory  "  in  Wel- 
lington, and  the  head  of  it  is  in  daily  con- 
tact with  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition ;  he  is 
their  real  leader.  We  have  heard  of  a  great 
deal  of  corruption,  but  has  there  been  a  single 
charge  sheeted  home  to  this  Government 
during  the  whole  of  the  debate  on  the  Address 
in  Reply,  or  in  this  debate  ?  No ;  and  until 
Mr,  WiUon 


that  can  be  done  the  people  of  this  colony  ivill 
have  perfect  and  full  confidence  that  this  Qo- 
vernment will  be  able  fully  to  clear  themselTos 
of  any  charge  brought  against  them  of  ihaA 
description.  The  Opposition  faave  been  trading 
too  long  on  this  cant  and  claptrap  about  oor- 
mption.  It  will  not  go  down  any  longer.  Com- 
ing to  the  question  of  the  Post-Offioe  Savings- 
Bank,  we  have  heard  two  or  three  members  on 
the  other  side  express  great  feelings  of  troabla 
and  regret  and  fear  for  the  future  lest  the 
savings  of  the  people  deposited  in  the  Savings- 
Bank  should  be  put  into  loans  and  securities 
in  this  colony — securities  that  might  not, 
they  say,  be  readily  realisable ;  and  they 
have  painted  pictures  of  what  might  happen 
if  some  great  panic  occurred  in  the  colony 
—if  some  great  finanoial  disaster  came  over 
the  colony.  I  can  only  ask,  if  such  greAt 
financial  disaster  and  panic  should  come  as 
would  swamp,  as  honourable  gentlemen  op- 
posite have  said,  every  financial  institution  in 
the  country,  what  would  it  do  to  other 
countries?  It  would  be  the  same  there. 
There  will  be  no  great  financial  panic  in  this 
country  which  involves  the  ruin  of  our  financial 
institutions  unless  such  a  calamity  is  felt  in 
all  parts  of  the  British  Empire.  Then,  we  are 
told  that  we  should  invest  the  savings  of  the 
New  Zealand  people  in  Canada.  One  honour- 
able gentleman  absolutely  told  us  that  we  were 
to  send  our  money  to  Canada.  Well,  I  think 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  can  very  well  he 
satisfied  with  investing  the  money  they  eeucn 
and  save  in  the  land  in  which  they  have  an 
interest,  in  the  land  which  is  governed  by  the 
Parliament  elected  by  them,  and  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  government  of  which  may  be 
turned  out  by  the  will  of  the  people.  They  do 
not  want  to  send  their  money  away  to  invest  it  in 
French  or  Brazilian  bonds— to  South  Amerioe»» 
say— where  they  have  a  revolution  three  tin&cw 
a  year,  and  I  think  suoh  a  proposition  as  canxe 
from  those  honourable  gentlemen  is  most  un- 
patriotic, to  say  the  least  of  it.  A  great  dBml 
has  also  been  said  as  to  the  management  of 
the  railways.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways will  no  doubt  fully  reply  to  the  criticisms 
that  have  been  passed  on  his  management  of 
the  lines  of  the  colony,  but  I  know  this :  Q-o 
where  you  will,  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to 
the  other,  you  will  hear  nothing  but  praise  of 
the  administration  of  the  railways  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Cadman,  and  I  do  not  think,  with  the 
exception  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and 
perhaps  one  or  two  other  members  of  the 
House,  there  would  be  ten  members  found  in 
the  House  to  vote  for  a  return  to  the  old  rigime 
of  the  Commissioners.  Under  the  rSgime  of  the 
present  Minister  the  business  done  by  the  rail- 
ways  is  increasing  enormously.  The  fares  are 
reduced,  the  freights  are  reduced  to  the  country 
settlers,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  reduced  mora^ 
especially  in  dair^  produce ;  and  that  is  the 
only  thing  in  which  I  at  all  agree  with  the  criti- 
cisms from  the  Opposition  benches.  There  has 
been  a  ste^y  increase  in  revenue  ever  since  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Cadman  took  ofiioe,  until  now — ^iift 
1897 — we    have  a  percentage   of    reyenue  on 
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oftpital  ooifc  of  £8  8b.  lOd.    This  is  ft  vary  good 
begioDiDg.    The  House  will  be  asked  to  vote 
the  hooourable  gentleman  a  sum  of  money  to 
enable  him  to  ^t  the  railways  into  propeir 
equipment.    It  is  stated— and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  argument  will  be  renewed  when  the  Bill 
oomes    on — that  we    ought    to    provide    new 
roUing-stock  oat  of  revenue.    Bid  ever  any  one 
hear  suoh  an  absurd  proposition  ?    Apply  it  to 
private  business.     Supposing  I  was  carrying 
on  a  printing  business  in  one  of   the  large 
centres  and  found  my  business  increasing  to 
sneh  an  extent  that  my  machinery  could  not 
oope  with  it,  what  should  I  do?     Should   I 
endeavour  to  buy  the  requisite  machinery  with 
the  pcofito  of  the  previous  three  or  lour  years  ? 
No ;  I  should  go  to  my  financial  assisters,  and 
they  would  think  it  a  very  good  bargain   to 
lend  the  necessary  money  if  I  could  guarantee 
a  fair  percentage  of   interest  on  the  amount 
with    which    I    should    purchase    my    new 
machinery.    And,  Sir,  what  is  the  proposal 
of  the  Hon.   Mr.  Gadman?    To  borrow  this 
£200,000 — or,  at  any  rate,  he  wishes  to  obtain 
this  £200,000  for  the  railways  to  increase  the 
working  machinery  of  the  business  he  controls, 
and  thereby  add  to  the  earning-power  and  put 
it  into  proper  order;   and   so  long  as  he  can 
•how  an  interest  on  ci^ital  cost  of  £8  88.  lOd. 
per  cent.  I  think  the  House  and  the  country 
will  be  willing  to  cheerfully  give  him  what  he 
ftsks    for.       II     there    was    ever    a    Minister 
in  whose  administration  the  House  and  the 
ooontry  have   complete  confidence  it  is  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Gadman.     I  should  have  liked  to 
speak  at  some  length  on  the  mail  •  services. 
There  is  a  feeling,  I  believe,  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  desirous  of  cancelling  the  San  Fran- 
cisco mail- service.      Well,  I  am  not  in   the 
secrete  of   the  Government,  and  cannot  say 
what  thejy  intend  to  do  when  the  present  mail- 
contract  is  up.    But  I  do  say  that  this  question 
should  be  very  carefully  considered  when  the 
time  for  renewing  the  contract  comes  round. 
It   has    been    stated    by    members,    both    in 
the  lobbies  and  in  the  House — at  any  rate, 
in  the  lobbies— though  I  am  not  sure  whether 
I  am  in  order  in  referring  to  lobby  gossip— at 
any  rate,  it  is  generally  steted  that,  should 
the   Ban    Francisco    service    be    done    away 
with,  a    grave  wrong    will    be    done    to    the 
northern  districts  of  the  colony,  in  that  the 
kanri-^um  trade  would  be  seriously  injured. 
It  is  mferred    that  the  kauri-gum  export  to 
America    would    practically    cease    were    the 
Fr'isco  service  done  away  with  and  the  Van- 
couver substituted.    Well,  that  argument  will 
not  hold  water,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  gum  of  the  country 
goes  to  Atlantic  porte.    The  exports  to  Atlantic 
porta  last  year  were  valued  at  £268,564,  and  to 
the  Paoifio  porte  only  £68,025;    and,  seeing 
that  of  the  totel  exporto  to  America  there  is 
no  less  than  £247,854   to  the  credit  of  the 
kauri-gum,   this  shows   most   distinctly   that 
nearly  nineteen-twentieths  of   the  kauri-gum 
is  shipped  to  Atlantic  porte,  and  therefore  the 
substitution  of  the  Vancouver  for  the  Fr'isoo 
mail-service   would  not   injure   the   northern 
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gum  industry.    It  has  also  been  stated  that 
the  Wellington  members  are  somewhat  selfisn 
in  supporting  the  Vancouver  service.    It  is  not 
a  question  of  selfishness  at  all.    We  are  not 
speaking    from   a    Wellington   point  of  view, 
alone,  but  for  the  majority  of  the  porta  of  the 
colony,  which  can  be  much  more  quickly  served 
by  a  mall-service  which  calls  first  at  Welling- 
ton— the  centre  of  the  colony— than  any  mail- 
service  that  oomes  first  through  Dunedin  or 
Auckland.     Wellington  is  the  natural  centre 
of  the  colony,  and  it  is  merely  childish  to 
talk  as  if  we  were  selfish  in  saying  that  the 
mail  should  come  first  to  and  leave  last  from 
this  port.    There  are  one  or  two  other  things 
in  the  Stetement  to  which  I  wish  to  refer. 
The    Government    have    alluded    to    oertaiu 
labour  measures  they  are  bringing  forward > 
and  I  hope  tiiey  will  not  rest  content  alto- 
gether  with    the    labour    legislation    of    the 
past.      Gertein  of    the   Labour  Acte  on  the 
statute-book    require    amendment    and    im- 
provement, and  I  hope  that  the  (Government 
will  not    be    deterred    by    any    silly,    stupid 
cry  raised  outside  about  "socialistic  legisla- 
tion," "pandering  to  the  mob,"  and  **  toadying 
to  the  working-man."    I  hope  they  will  go  on 
with  their  policy  of  protection  of  the  workers 
of  the   colony — that    they  will  see   that  the 
labourer  has  a  fair  day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's 
work,  that  he  has  proper  hours  for  work,  and 
that  he  works  under  proper  sanitary  conditions. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  continue  to  pur- 
sue the  policy  which  has  been  so  muoh  sneered 
at  as  a  so-called  socialistic  polioy.    There  is 
one  thing  that  I  regret.    I  regret  that,  instead 
of  myself  replying,  or  attomptmg  to  reply,  or, 
shall  I  say,  following  the  senior  member  for 
Bunedin  Gity,  Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves  is  not  here  to 
speak  in  my  place,  for  I  feel  certein  that  he 
would    have   given    that   honourable    gentle- 
man   the   very    warmest  jacketing    to- night, 
as  he  did  in  1890.    In  those  days  it  was  re- 
markable   how    the   honourable   member  for 
Mount   Ida,  I   think   he  was  at   that  time, 
used  to  wilt  under  the  withering  critioism  of 
the  then  honourable  member  for  Ghristoliuroh 
Gity.    I  wish  to  refer  to  the  land  polioy  of  the 
Government  apart  from  the  question  of  lands 
for  settlement.     I  hope  the  Government  will 
continue  to  acquire  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  Natives  of  the  colony,  and  not  stop  at  that. 
I  hope  they  will  open  up  the  land  so  acquired 
with  the  utmost  despatch.    In  many  instances 
these  lands  that  have  been  acquired  from  the 
Natives  have   not    been    opened   up    quickly 
enough,  and  in  many  instances  the  comple- 
tion  of  the  purchase  is  lingering  somewhat. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting 
Native-land  purchases  completed;  but  I  hope 
— especially  m  the  interior  of  the  North  Island 
—that  the  Government  will  use  every  meann  in 
their  power  to  push  on  the  completion  of  pur- 
chase, especially  of  those  blocks  that  lie  con- 
tiguous  to  the  East  Road  in  Taranaki  and  the 
Wanganui  River.   I  was  up  the  Wanganui  River 
the  other  day,  and  no  one  who  has  been  up 
there  and  has  studied  the  position  of  the  blocks 
near  the  river— large  blocks  very  well  suited 
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for  settlement — no  one  who  has  been  up  there 
can  but  express  a  sincere  desire  that  that 
magnificent  coantry  shoald  be  thrown  open  for 
ettlement  at  no  distant  date.  I  believe  in  the 
close  settlement  of  land  where  the  land  is 
absolutely  suitable  for  close  settlement;  but 
I  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Otaki 
that  there  are  instances — and  more  instances 
than  are  allowed  by  the  Government — where 
the  land  should  be  cut  up  in  larger  areas, 
espeoiallv  in  the  North  Island.  Large  areas 
are  now  being  acquired  upon  which  it  would  be 
<cruelty  to  put  a  small  settler.  However,  no 
doubt  the  Minister  of  Lands  is  as  well  aware  of 
this  matter  as  I  am ;  and  I  hope,  at  any  rate, 
he  will,  when  he  cuts  up  these  blocks  in 
that  part  of  the  North  Island,  not  be  guided 
Altogether  by  the  surveyors  who  out  up 
the  blocks,  but  will  take  the  advice  and 
counsel  of  those  who  really  understand  the 
class  of  land  adapted  for  productive  purposes. 
Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Waikato  has, 
I  believe,  advocated,  or  seemed  to  advocate,  what 
I  am  pleased  to  consider  the  vicious  principle 
of  free-trade  in  Native  lands.  I  hope  I  have 
mistaken  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks, 
but  I  have  got  that  in  my  notes.  I  cannot 
•conceive  of  any  system  more  calculated  to  do 
harm  to  the  colony  than  the  bad  old  system  of 
free-trade  in  Native  lands.  What  happened  in 
the  Poverty  Bay  district  ?  Huge  blocks  of  Na- 
tive lands  were  acquired  by  persons  who  were 
not  able  to  utilise  them,  and  who  failed  and 
had  to  leave  the  colony.  They  were  so  land- 
greedy  that  they  overreached  themselves,  and 
they  reaped  in  time  the  folly  of  their  deeds, 
and  a  great  many  of  them  became  bankrupt. 
In  the  meantime,  what  happened  to  Poverty 
Bay?  They  had  blocked  real  settlement 
«11  that  time ;  and  a  similar  thing  would 
happen  to-day  if  we  returned  to  the  old 
«ystem  of  free- trade  in  Native  lands.  We 
would  have  the  old  monopolists  at  work  again, 
■and,  although  they  would  not  be  able  to  get 
nominally  more  than  the  acreage  of  land 
allowed  by  the  Government  regulations,  they 
would  be  surrounded  by  a  large  tribe  of 
dummies — their  sons,  their  nephews,  their 
sisters,  their  cousins,  and  their  aunts — and  the 
old  system  would  be  revived  in  its  very  worst 
form.  I  hope  the  Government  will  never  give 
way  to  such  a  proposition  as  that.  One  or  two 
members  have  referred  to  the  case  of  the  new 
land-valuation.  It  is  a  most  proper  thing  that 
the  land  of  this  colony  should  be  properly 
valued.  There  is  a  very  great  deal  of  doubt 
and  uncertainty  about  the  value  of  the  land, 
and  if  there  is  a  distinct  Gk>vemment  value, 
which  can  be  referred  to  for  the  purposes 
of  rating  by  the  local  bodies  of  the  colony, 
I  think  it  will  be  of  verygreat  advantage.  Ex- 
ception has  been  taken  to  the  personnel  of  the 
staff  of  land  valuers.  Well,  in  two  instances 
only  han  anything  like  a  direct  charge  been 
brought  against  the  Government  as  to  the 
appointment  of  gentlemen  who,  so  it  was 
alleged,  were  not  fit  and  proper  persons.  In 
one  case,  that  of  Mr.  Barns,  of  Wanganui,  a 
gentleman  I  know  personally,  and  have  known 
Mr.  WiUon 


for  several  years,  all  I  can  say  is  this :  that  the 
Government  merely  responded  to  a  petition 
signed  by  almost  every  Conservative  in  Wa- 
nganui. Ck>nservative8  like  Mr.  Freeman  Jack- 
son, the  Mayor,  and  Mr.  James  Peat — the  pick 
and  cream  of  the  Conservative  party  of  Wa- 
nganui— recommended  this  gentleman  for  the 
position  of  land  valuer ;  and  yet  we  are  told  by 
those  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  that 
this  is  another  instance  of  maladministration 
and  corruption.  What  nonsense  !  And  then, 
as  to  the  gentleman  appointed  at  Nelson, 
from  what  I  understand,  the  Government  by 
this  appointment  only  wished  to  save  the 
colony  from  a  system  of  extortion  which  had 
been  practised  by  the  firm  doing  the  valuation 
for  years  previous;  and  I  think  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  has  very 
fully  and  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained that  appointment.  These  are  the  only 
two  distinct  charges  of  maladministration 
brought  against  the  Government  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  land- valuation,  and  these,  like  the 
other  charges  brought  against  the  Government, 
fade  away  into  equal  insignificance.  Sir,  I 
regret  very  much  I  was  not  in  the  House  when 
the  honourable  the  junior  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  delivered  his  remarks  on  the  liqaoi 
trade.  I  hold  no  brief  for  the  liquor  trade  at 
all,  and  I  think  I  can  say  straight  out  that  I 
fully  agree  with  the  honourable  member  when 
he  said  he  would  oppose  the  granting  of  any 
licenses  in  the  King-country.  I  do  not  think 
any  license  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  li^uocs 
should  be  granted  in  a  purely  Native  distnct— 
either  in  the  King-country  or  at  Pipiriki,  where 
I  was  the  other  day.  I  do  hope  the  Govecn- 
ment  will  stand  firm  and  not  give  any  lioeneee 
in  these  two  districts.  I  think  there  is  a  veiy 
fair  accommodation-house  at  Pipiriki.  I  must 
say  I  did  not  heax  of  any  cases  of  sly-grog 
selling  there ;  although  I  am  not  a  detective 
I  did  a  small  amount  of  inquiry,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  no  sly-grog  selling  ia  going 
on  there.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
a  licensed  house  there.  At  the  same  time, 
I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  charges  levelled  against  the  polioe 
purely— apparently  purely  as  to  the  laxity  of 
the  police  in  dealing  with  the  licensing  law.  I 
dare  say  the  police  are  sometimes  lax  in  en- 
forcing the  licensing  law — in  fact,  I  believe 
they  are ;  but  I  say  you  cannot  expect  police- 
men to  be  angels.  And  then,  too,  there  is  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  getting  convictions, 
and  you  cannot  expect  them  to  go  on  bring- 
ing case  after  case  when  they  cannot  get  a 
conviction.  That  is  the  real  trouble ;  under 
the  present  state  of  the  licensing  law  you 
cannot  get  a  conviction.  And  I  believe,  too, 
that  a  great  deal  of  this  talk  about  going  to 
hotels  on  Sundays  is  so  much  bosh.  I  think 
the  people  who  are  employed  to  watch  per- 
sons going  in  and  out  of  these  licensed  houses 
must  be  possessed  of  those  double  extra  mil- 
lion-power magnifying-glasses,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  which  Mr.  Samuel  Weller  regretted 
he  was  not  able  to  see  Mr.  Pickwick  kissing 
Mrs.  Bardell.    I  think  the  number  of  those  in- 
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stances  of  people  going  into  Hoensed  houses  on 
Sundays  is  very  largely  exaggerated.  There  is 
an  old  story  which  deals  with  a  Scotchman 
'who  used  to  invite  his  nephew  once  every  three 
or  four  weeks  to  dinner.  This  Scotch  gentle- 
man had  a  butler,  who,  I  grieve  to  say,  in  the 
Eursnit  of  his  avocation  as  butler,  was  in  the 
abit  of  sampling  rather  too  frequently  the 
liquors  placed  on  the  table.  On  this  occasion 
be  took,  as  usual,  a  very  fatherly  interest  in  the 
nephew  of  his  employer,  and  saw  him  to  the 
door ;  and  when  he  got  to  the  door  he  put  on 
the  young  gentleman's  coat,  and,  with  a 
fatherly  solicitude  for  his  welfare,  said, "  Mister 
Andra,  when  ye'U  go  out  ye*ll  see  twa  cabs. 
Tak'  the  first  ane,  the  ither  ane  isn't  there." 
And  so  these  gentlemen  who  have  been  em- 
ployed to  watch  the  hotels,  I  am  afraid,  have 
been  taking  things  that  have  made  them  see 
**  twa  cabs  "  or  fancy  they  saw  **  twa  cabs  " 
in  many  instances.  I  believe  this  Sunda7 
liquor  traffic  is  very  largely  exaggerated. 
If  it  exists  it  certainly  ought  toHbe  put 
down,  and  to  do  so  the  hands  of  the  police 
should  be  strengthened.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
give  the  honourable  the  junior  member  for 
Ohristchuroh  City  and  those  who  work  with 
him  in  trying  to  bring  about  a  reform  of  the 
Uqaor  trade  every  credit  for  sincerity  and  zeal 
of  purpose.  Sir,  there  are  two  other  matters  I 
should  like  to  refer  to,  and  one  is  in  reference 
io  the  lunatic  asylums  of  this  colony.  There 
is  a  statement  here  in  one  of  the  reports  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  within  the  last  few  days 
which  is  of  a  very  serious  nature  indeed.  I  see 
ior  the  last  year  the  increase  in  the  lunatics  of 
Kew  Zealand — for  the  one  year  only— was  101. 
That,  Sir,  is  really  a  very  serious  thing  indeed, 
«nd  I  am  very  much  grieved  that  there  is  no 
theory  whatever  set  forth  by  the  Inspector 
of  Lunatic  Asylums  and  Hospitals  and  Ohari- 
table  Aid  (Dr.  MacGregor)  as  to  the  best 
means  to  cope  with  this  very  serious  increase 
in  the  lunacy  of  this  colony.  Sir,  it  is  no  joking 
matter  at  all.  It  goes  out  to  the  whole  world 
that  in  our  Colony  of  New  Zealand  the  lunatics 
have  increased  by  101  in  one  year,  out  of  a 
population  of  seven  hundred  thousand.  It  is  a 
very  serious  increase  indeed.  If  you  look  at 
the  lunacy  returns  of  older  countries,  where  the 
population  is  denser,  and  where  with  the  sur- 
rounding circumstances  and  congested  popula- 
tion and  misery  in  the  large  cities  you  might  ex- 
pect a  greater  increase  in  lunacy  than  we  have 
here,  you  will  find  that  our  increase  of  lunacy  is 
very  much  greater.  This  is  a  very  serious  state  of 
sffairB.  I  grieve  to  think  that  Dr.  MacGregor, 
who  draws  an  enormoussalary— nearly  £1,200 — 
gives  us  such  a  meagre  bit  of  a  report.  He 
merely  states  that  one  or  two  of  the  asylums  are 
•overcrowded :  we  know  they  are,  and  they  ought 
to  be  properly  attended  to  by  the  Government. 

9  SO  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  affect  the  main 
*  point  I  want  to  bring  out— namely, 
that  he  himself  has  no  theory  whatever  to  set 
forth  as  to  this  terrible  increase — no  remedial 
measure  to  propose ;  and  I  think  the  time  has 
perhaps  come  when  we  might  very  well  leave 
'         ihe  aaministration  of  charitable  sid  and  hos- 


pitals to  Dr.  MacGregor,  and  import  from  the 
Old  Country,  or  from  France  or  Italy,  where 
the  question  has   been    specially  and   scien- 
tifically studied,  some    really  expert  medical 
man  who  has  made  a  special  study  of  lunacy 
from  a  scientific  point  of  view.    This  lunacy  is 
a  most  dreadful  and  cruel  thing — there  is  no 
more  terrible  thing  than  to  see  one  deprived  of 
reason;  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  question  that 
demands  more  the  attention  of  the  Gk>yem- 
ment  and  this  House  than  does  this  question. 
The  sooner  we  deal  with  it  the  better.    As  to 
the  overcrowding  in  the  Wellington  Asylum,  I 
hope  the  Government    will    deal    with    that 
matter   at  once.     It    cannot   be    called    Dr. 
MacGregor's  fault,  because  he  has  pointed  it 
out  time  after  time;   but  whosever  fault  it 
may  be,  the  matter  has  been  too  long  neglected, 
and  th%  time  has  come    when    the  Porirua 
Asylum  should  be  pushed  on  to  completion, 
otherwise  one  of  these  days  there  will  be  such 
a  calamity,  such  a  disaster,  as  will  horrify  the 
colony  from  one  end  to  the  other.    Now,  Sir,  I 
come  to  the  prisons  of  the  colony  ;  and  let  me 
here  mention,  in  speaking  on  this  question, 
the  magnificent  tribute  paid  to  a  past  member 
of  the  Ballance  Government,  the  magnificent 
testimony  paid  to  the  Hon.   Mr.  Tole,   who 
was  then  Minister  of  Justice,  as  to   the  re- 
sults of  the   First  Offenders'  Probation  Act, 
of  which  he  was  the  author.    You  will  see,  if 
you  read  the  Prisons  Report,  that  that  mea- 
sure   has    been    a  most  unqualified  success. 
Nowadays,  instead  of  hounding  a  first  offender 
down   and    stamping  the  brand  of    "  felon " 
upon  him,  so  that  the  recovery  of  his  character 
and  position  in  society  is  impossible,  a  more 
humane  and  charitable  course  is  taken.    I  re- 
member well  that  this  measure  was  designated 
by  many  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
as  a  piece  of  silly  namby-pamby  faddism.    But 
what  is  the  result  of  it  now?     Why,  it  has 
been  copied  in  nearly  every  colony  in  Austral- 
asia, and  also  by  some  of  the  larger  countries 
of  Europe.    And  so  it  will  be  with  many  mea- 
sures introduced  by  this  Government  and  the 
Ballance  Government.     Many  of  their  mea- 
sures  have    been    called    faddy,    and    social- 
istic, and  so  forth;    but.  Sir,  the  time  will 
come    when  we  shall  be  able    to  look  back, 
not  to    a    **  wretched   past,"   but    to  a  very^ 
satisfactory   past,    and  enjoy   a    more   satis- 
factory present  brought  about  by   the  efforts 
of    the    Liberal    Government.     The    country 
will  then  see  that  many  of  those  measures 
which  are  being  called  faddy,  socialistic,  dan- 
gerous to  capitalists  and  employers  of  labour, 
and  so  forth,  were  wise  and  well-thought-out 
measures,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  measure 
I  have  just  mentioned  has  turned  out  a  most 
convincing  success.    I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
of  the  ultimate  success  of  the  works  of  this  so- 
called  socialistic  Government,  and  that  which 
has  preceded  it.    I  do  not  approve  of  an  ex- 
treme   socialism    which    is   communism  and 
anarchism,  but  of  the  sensible  and  moderate 
State  socialism  which  helps  every  colonist,  by 
legitimate  and  prudent  methods,  to  take  an 
honourable  place  in  the  community.    Sir,  I 
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belieTe  in  %  Sfe&te  cming  to  the  Maistanoe  of 
the  individual,  and  I  hope  the  day  will  never 
come  when  New  Zealand  will  go  baok  to  the 
days  of  individualimn. 

Mr.  PIRANI— Sir,  if  the  last  Bpeaker  had 
not  told  us  when  he  commenoed  his  speech 
tiiat  it  was  the  Financial  Statement  he  had 
under  discussion,  I  feel  sure  there  is  not  a 
member  in  this  House  who  would  have 
gathered  that  fact  from  the  contents  of  his 
speech.  He  told  us  at  the  commencement 
that  he  was  not  going  to  indulge  in  the 
labyrinth  of  personalities  of  the  previous 
speiUcer,  and  yet  I  think  honourable  members 
will  say  with  me  that  we  have  never  had  such 
an  instance  of  a  perfect  scold  in  an  hour's 
speech  as  we  have  had  from  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down.  He  told  us 
he  was  going  to  give  us  a  small  chapter  t)ut  of 
the  "  wretched  past,*'  and  in  the  course  of  that 
chapter  he  referred  to  what  he  called  the 
<«  slander-factory  "  which  had  been  established 
in  Wellington,  and  which  somehow  seems 
to  stick  very  deeply  in  his  throat.  It  re- 
minded him,  he  told  us,  of  the  penny-a-line 
work  by  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
in  the  Wanganui  Chronicle  —  of  the  good 
old  days  in  Wanganui.  Well,  I  have  managed 
to  get  an  instaoce  of  the  penny-a-line  of  the 

good  old  days  in  the  Wanganui  Chronicle 
y  the  honourable  member  for  the  Suburbs 
himself,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  House, 
perhaps,  and  of  the  country,  it  might  be  as 
well  to  prove  that  the  owner  of  the  "  slander- 
factory  '^  in  Wellington  is  not  the  only  jour- 
nalist who  is  apt  in  his  penny-a-lining  to  make 
references  about  politicians  which  perhaps  are 
better  left  unsaid.  But  the  difference  between 
the  ''slander-factory"  in  Wellington  and  the 
honourable  member  himself  is  this  :  that  the 
ffentieman  he  is  so  fond  of  using  as  a  stalking- 
horse  speaks  and  writes  his  own  convictions ; 
and,  although  I  do  not  know  him  personally,  I 
have  followed  his  writings  for  a  good  many 
years,  and  they  all  serve  to  show  he  is  a  con- 
sistent politician.  We  had  a  reference  just 
now  to  the  splendid  testimony  to  the  work  of 
Mr.  Tole  as  Minister,  espicially  in  connection 
with  the  First  Offenders'  Probation  Act.  Now, 
in  1884  this  same  gentleman  was  dubbed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Suburbs  as  "  A  man  who  seems  to  have  left 
any  abilities  he  may  once  have  possessed  in 
the  crater  which  gives  the  name  to  his  con- 
stituency." 

Mr.  WILSON.—"  The  wretched  past." 
Mr.  PIRANI.— The  honourable  gentleman 
must  not  blame  me  if  he  is  talked  to  from 
**  the  wretched  past " — matters  which  had  better 
be  left  unsaid,  for  it  is  just  as  well  sometimes 
to  give  a  man  a  dose  of  his  own  physio.  Now, 
referring  to  the  then  Ministry  ~the  Stout-Yogel 
Ministry — ^he  first  starts  with — 

"The  Hon.  Mr.  Larnach,  the  member  for 
Donedin  Peninsula  :  A  red-faced  man,  with 
tow- like  hair,  and  an  elaborate  button-hole,  is 
Mr.  Larnach.  How  on  earth  he  got  into  the 
Ministry,  and  what  good  he  is  now  he  is  there. 
Heaven  only  knows,  for  a  more  commonplace 
Mr.  Wilson 


man  o(  the  veriest  medioore  abilities  I  never 
heard  of." 

And,  after  saying  that  he  does  not  agree  with 
Mr.  Ballance's  politics — which  he  so  strongly 
praiRes  just  now— he  passes  on  to  the  other 
members  of  the  House  ;  and  here  is  another 
honourable  gentlema»  who  occupies  a  promi- 
nent position  in  the  Hoase  just  now  to  whom 
he  alludes  in  terms  that  surely  merit  the 
name  of  penny-a-lining : — 

**  A  burly  man  with  the  look  of  a  bnsh 
publican,  with  a  strident  voice,  and  blaster 
and  buncombe  exhibited  in  every  sentence 
of  his  speech — snch  is  my  impression  of 
Mr.  Richard  Seddon,  the  pride  of  the  West 
Coast,  the  chosen  of  Kumara,  and  one  of  the 
rowdiest  men  in  the  House.  And,  oh  t  how  he 
does  massacre  the  Queen's  English,  or  any 
other  English 9  in  fact,." 

You  will  remember  that  in  apother  speech 
the  honourable  member  alluded  to  the  neces- 
sity of  a  knowledge  of  Latin  :— 

"  What  has  the  poor  Major  done  to  be  called 
the  member  for  Hegmont,  or  Mr.  Ormond  to  be- 
styled  the  member  for  'Awke's  Bay  ?  Bat  this 
is  nothing  ;  these  are  minor  eccentricities  com- 
pared with  alluding  to  the  East  and  West 
Coast  as  the  ^eawsus  belly.'  Dick's  classica 
are  shaky,  and  the  Latin  quotation,  as  he 
ingenuously  supposed  it  to  be,  literally  broo|^t> 
down  ^e  House." 

The  honourable  member  was  good  enough  to 
allude  the  other  day  to  what  he  called  my 
ambition,  and  stated  that  my  ambition  to  be 
Minister  of  Lands  would  be  fulfilled  at  the 
millennium.  If  he  had  a  greater  knowledge 
of  politics  he  would  know  that  any  man  who> 
takes  up  the  position  I  do  in  politics  is  about 
the  last  man  in  the  House  to  be  taken  into- 
any  Ministry,  and  that  my  attitude  in  the  House 
is  the  strongest  argument  against  any  supposed 
elevation  to  Ministerial  office.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  not  always  been  of  opinion 
that  I  would  not  be  a  capable  administrator 
of  Crown  lands.  It  is  only  since  he  has  oome 
into  the  House  and  become  a  true  Liberal 
that  he  is  of  that  opinion.  It  is  not  very 
long  ago — in  1895— that  he  wrote  of  me  in 
this  strain 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Where  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— In  the  Marion  Mercwrf/:^ 

"Industrious,  outspoken,  and  posseaaed  of 
a  fund  of  practical  common- sense,  Mr.  Pirani 
adds  to  these  qualifications  for  membership 
of  the  Board  a  hearty  sympathy  with  the 
small  settlers,  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
their  requirements  and  rights,  and  a  firm 
determination  that  official  red-tape,  no  mat- 
ter in  how  high  and  influential  quarters, 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  override  the  provisions 
of  the  Land  Act,  and  their  interpretation  on 
the  lines  of  equity  and  common -sense." 

Mr.  R.  Mckenzie.— He  did  not  know  yoo 
then  as  well  as  he  does  now. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  must  say  it  almost  makes 
me  blush  to  read  his  eulogium : — 

**  Mr.  Pirani  has,  it  is  well  known,  on  several 
occasions  taken  up  an  attitude  of  independent 
criticism  of  official  shortcomings  and  uisjastifi-  . 
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«ble  Mmisfeerial  isterferenoe  wiih  the  adminiB- 
tration  of  the  Land  Act,  and,  it  is  understood, 
has  made  himself  personally  obnoxious  to  the 
Uinister  of  Lauds  and  to  some  of  the  perman- 
ent offioers  of  the  Lands  Department.  On  the 
ether  hand,  he  has,  we  make  bold  to  say,  won 
the  esteem  and  heartfelt  gratitude  of  hundreds 
of  settlers  who  have  dealings  with  the  Land 
Board.  He  has  championed  their  grievances 
wiihont  the  slightest  suspicion  of  seeking  their 
politieal  support ;  he  has,  time  af  tor  time,  been 
instrumental  in  getting  their  wants  attended 
to;  and  he  has  shown  an  all-round  attention 
io  his  duties  and  a  keen  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  land  -  settlement  which  have 
won  for  him  a  warm  personal  regard." 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Who  wrote  that  ? 

Mr.  PIBAKI.— The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  Suburbs.    He  continued, — 

**  It  is  quite  possible  that  Mr.  Pirani  himself 
may  not  wish  to  be  reappointed  to  the  Board, 
hot  if  he  does  we  think  it  will  be  a  great 
mistake  to  shelve  him,  as  we  are  told  is  bo  be 
the  case,  in  favour  of  some  Manawatu  settler 
whose  name  has  not  yet  been  disclosed.  We 
pay  no  attention  to  the  rumours  that  Mr. 
Pirani  is  to  be  left  out  in  the  cold  because  he 
ban  continued  to  offend  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
Mr.  McKenzie  informed  the  House  last  session 
ihat  he  adopted  the  motto  of  his  country, 
*Nemo  me  impune  lacessitt*  which  may  be 
freely  translated,  *  Nobody  treads  on  my  toes 
with  impunity,'  but  we  do  not  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  he  would  deprive  the  public  of 
the  services  of  a  capable  man  like  Mr.  Pirani 
from  motives  of  private  revenge." 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  rise  to  a  personal  explana- 
tion. The  honourable  member  is  quoting  from 
«  paper,  he  says,  of  1895,  and  which  I  had 
three  years  previously  ceased  to  edit. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  honourable  gentleman 
told  me  himself  he  wrote  the  article. 

Mr.  WILSON  was  understood  to  say  that 
<that  statement  was  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Suburbs  states  that  he  did  not 
write  that  article  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  must  accept  the  denial. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  might  say  that  that  is  not 
the  only  article  he  has  written  that  he  denies 
(he  authorship  of,  and  it  is  no  wonder.  I  par- 
ticularly remember  during  the  Suburbs  elec- 
•tion  he  denied  he  ever  wrote  an  article  for  the 
Marlborough  Express.  Now,  as  a  matter  of 
-faet,  article  after  article  in  tliat  paper  against 
the  Government  was  written  by  the  honourable 
member. 

Mr.  WILSON.— No,  they  were  not.  I  must 
rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  am  not  blaming  the  honour- 
able member.  I  say  the  criticism  they  con- 
tained was  to  his  credit.  I  am  only  showing 
how  some  members  can  write  one  way  and 
speak  another  when  it  suits  them.  But  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  denies  the  authorship 
of  that  article  I  will  give  him  a  bit  from  his 
own  paper,  the  New  Zealand  Mat/,  of  which  he 
is  the  editor,  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  pretty 
<well  on  all-fours  with  what  he  said  in  the  other 


article.  This  was  in  reference  to  the  approach- 
ing election  for  the  Wanganui  Education 
Board,  from  the  Mail  of  22nd  March,  1891  :— 

'*Ab  to  his  public  record,  it  is  admirable. 
Without  doubt  he  has  been  the  life  and  soul  of 
the  Wellington  Land  Board,  and  the  services 
he  has  rendered  to  the  settlers  in  this  capacity 
cannot  be  overestimated.  He  has  championed 
their  just  rights,  fought  for  redress  of  their 
grievances,  and  shown  an  all-round  capacity 
and  an  intelligence  that  are  not  always  to  he 
met  with  in  our  public  men,  and  on  the  Wa- 
nganui Education  Board  he  would  have  plenty 
of  scope  for  equally  good  and  useful  work." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  object  to  giving  way. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
addressing  the  House  must  resume  his  seat 
while  the  point  of  order  is  being  raisecT. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  point  of  order  I  wish 
to  raise  is  this  :  Oan  honourable  members  read 
criticisms  or  leading  articles  from  newspapers 
commenting  on  other  honourable  members  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Criticisms  from  a  news- 
paper on  a  matter  under  debate  in  the  House 
are  not  allowed,  nor  if  they  refer  to  debates  of 
the  current  session ;  but  otherwise  relevant 
extracts  may  be  read  if  they  do  not  violate  the 
rules  of  debate. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  submit  that  is  not  the 
case.  The  article  is  merely  congratulatory  to 
myself.  I  am  sorry  to  have  inadvertently 
trodden  on  the  Premier's  corns  as  well  as  on 
those  of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  One  remark 
that  struck  me  very  particularly  as  coming  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
was  his  statement  that  he  "  respected  and 
revered"  Sir  Robert  Stout.  Why,  does  the 
honourable  member  forget  what  occurred  in 
the  Wellington  election,  when  no  slander  was 
too  great,  when  no  imputation  was ^ 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  will  not  allow  you  to 
impute  slander  to  a  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Slander  at  the  Wellington 
election. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  you  are  imputing  it  to 
a  member  of  the  House,  then  you  will  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  am  not  alluding  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House ;  1  am  alluding  to  the  Wel- 
lington election.  I  say,  has  the  honourable 
member  forgotten  what  was  done  at  the 
Wellington  election,  when  no  slander  was 
too  great,  when  no  statement  was  too  bad, 
to  be  uttered  in  reference  to  Sir  Robert 
Stout  and  his  candidature  ?  Why,  Sir,  I 
would  not  sully  the  pages  of  Hansard  by 
quoting  the  remarks  that  were  made  about  the 
honourable  member's  religion,  or  his  want  of 
religion,  and  other  things  of  that  kind,  but 
will  leave  it  to  the  honourable  member's 
own  recolleotion  to  supply  the  hiatus.  He 
expressed  his  regret  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  W. 
P.  Reeves  was  not  here  to  reply  to  the 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Mackenzie. 
Why,  Sir,  we  had  in  the  columns  of  the  news- 
paper with  which  he  is  distantly  connected, 
only  a  little  while  ago,  a  weighty  editorial 
utterance  to  the  effect  that  the  seat  of  Mr. 
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Beeves  has  been  filled,  and  that  there  was  no 
necessity  to  regret  his  absence,  **  because  in 
the  present  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs 
we  have  a  worthy  successor."  I  was  very  glad 
to  hear  one  utterance  from  the  honourable 
member  in  regard  to  the  Premier's  connection 
with  foreign  syndicates.  He  stated  that  "clap- 
trap about  foreign  companies  and  foreign  syndi- 
cates was  in  everybody's  mouth  to-day.*'  That 
means  that  everybody  must  be  talking  about 
the  anomalous  position  which  the  head  of  the 
Government  occupies  in  connection  with  the 
Anglo-Continental  Syndicate  ;  and,  although  I 
do  not  think  the  feeling  is  quite  so  widespread  as 
he  would  make  us  believe,  there  certainly  is  a 

great  deal  of  feeling  against  any  member  of  the 
overnment  holding  such  a  position  as  either 
director  or  on  the  advisory  board  of  such  a 
body.  €e  also  told  us  the  last  chapter  of 
Horowhenua  was  not  yet  written.  I  say,  all 
the  more  shame  for  Parliament  and  the 
country.  All  the  more  shame  that  this  Parlia- 
ment should  have  to  stand  by  and  allow  an 
officer  whom  it  had  selected  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  bring  an  official  action  to  be 
threatened  day  and  night  with  having  a  bailiff 
put  in  his  private  residence. 

An  Hon.  Mbxber. — Pooh  t 

Mr.  PIBANL— The  honourable  member  says 
'*  Pooh."  I  do  not  think  the  Public  Trustee  is 
quite  so  accustomed  to  having  the  bailiff  in  his 
private  residence  as  to  treat  the  remark  in  such 
a  cavalier  manner ;  and  I  think,  for  the  sake 
of  Parliament  itself,  if  the  Government  did 
nothing  else,  they  ought  immediately  to  stop 
that  scandal  and  pay  the  amount,  no  matter 
what  proceedings  they  may  have  taken.  But, 
Sir,  a  rumour  is  in  the  air  that  these  costs 
are  to  be  made  a  lever  for  something  else. 
A  rumour  is  current  that  in  the  Bill  deal- 
ing with  Horowhenua  there  is  going  to  be  a 
clause  providing  for  the  payment  of  costs,  with 
this  idea,  undoubtedly :  that  if  we  refuse  to  pass 
the  Horowhenua  Bill  the  Parliament  will  get 
the  blame  of  refusing  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
Public  Trustee.  Of  course  that  rumour  may 
not  be  correct.  I  sincerely  trust,  for  the  sake 
of  the  Government,  that  it  is  not  correct, 
because  if  it  be  it  will  certainly  not  be  "  the  last 
chapter  of  the  Horowhenua  case."  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  Suburbs  gave  a 
▼ery  plausible  explanation  why  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line  was  not  carried  on :  that  was 
because  the  Government  had  waited  for  the 
construction  of  the  Makohine  Viaduct.  Surely 
he  must  know  that  the  railway-line  has  been 
constructed  a  considerable  distance  beyond  the 
Makohine  Viaduct,  and  that  the  real  reason  why 
that  railway  is  not  gone  on  with  is  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  funds  set  apart  for  that  purpose 
have  been  squandered  in  works  that  have  cer- 
tainly nothing  in  any  way  to  do  with  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Bailway.  And  now.  Sir,  I  think 
that  I  have  wasted  enough  time  over  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs, 
although  perhaps  it  is  just  as  well  he  should 
remember  that  there  are  members  capable  of 
referring  to  his  actions  and  to  his  opinions  just 
as  freely,  just  as  severely,  as  he  can  refer  to 
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others,  and  that  it  is  a  great  mistake  lor  a  man 
so  open  to  criticism  to  be  continually  carping 
at  and  attacking  those  amongst  whom  he  ie 

Sractising  politics.  In  the  course  of  this  | 
ebate  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell-  | 
alluded  to  me  in  rather  strong  terms.  Person- 
ally I  should  not  think  of  mentioning  him,  only 
for  the  fact  that  there  are  people  outside  the 
House  who  attach  more  weight  to  what  they 
see  in  Hansard  than  they  would  if  they  knew 
all  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
uttered.  I  shall  quote  one  remark  he  made, 
and  probably  honourable  members  will  see  th» 
application  of  it  dearer  than  he  did  himself. 
He  said,  '*  Some  people  are  protected  by  their 
power,  and  others  by  their  utter  insignificance." 
I  had  intended  to  refer  to  some  utterances  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Caversham,  hat 
I  notice  by  the  papers  to-day  that  he  has 
formed  a  new  party,  and  I  think  it  might 
fairly  be  called  the  «  corner  party,"  because  it 
consists  of  two  members  each  of  whom  sits  in  a 
corner  ol  the  House.  And  I  suppose  that,  now 
another  party  has  come  into  existonoe,  there 
will  be  fewer  jokes  and  quips  and  pranks  at  the 
"  left  wing  '*  than  have  prevailed  in  the  past,  so* 
I  leave  the  honoarable  member  for  Oaversham 
to  his  own  reflections  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
corner  party.  With  regard  to  the  Financial 
Statement,  all  of  us  must  be  glad  to  see  that 
the  Gk>vemment  advocate  the  policy  of  strict 
economy  and  strong  finance;  and  I  hope, 
although  it  is  not  present  in  the  Statoment, 
that  we  will  be  able  in  the  future  to  oongrata- 
late  ourselves  upon  that  policy  being  oarri6il> 
out.  We  are  told  the  revenue  has  increased 
during  the  last  six  years  by  over  £600,000; 
but  that  is  wrung  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  taxpayers,  and  the  taxpayers  in  the 
majority  of  instances  are  people  who  really 
cannot  afford  to  pay  those  taxes.  If  tha- 
Government  only  devoted  a  little  energy  to 
reducing  the  taxation  through  the  Customs  in 
the  direction  they  have  so  long  advocated,  oo 
the  necessaries  of  life,  they  would  do  a  great 
deal  more  good  than  by  increasing  the  expendi- 
ture at  the  alarming  rate  it  is  going  on  at 
present.  The  honourable  member  also  in- 
forms us  that  he  is  going  to  simplify  the  ac- 
counts. Now,  in  almost  every  Statement  that 
I  can  remember  we  have  had  that  same  thing 
mentioned,  and  yet  nobody  is  a  greater  sinner 
in  that  respect  than  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I 
think  seven  new  accounte  have  been  created, 
all  of  which  could  just  as  easily  be  amalga- 
mated as  put  in  their  present  form.  Only  the 
other  day  the  Minister  of  Lands,  when  ques- 
tioned about  the  Lands  Improvement  Acconnt, 
admitted  that  in  many  cases  there  were  no 
Crown  lands  connected  with  the  votes  spent 
from  that  account,  and,  so  far  as  many  were 
concerned,  they  might  just  as  well  have  been  put 
to  public  works  or  land  expenditure  as  under 
the  head  of  Aid  to  Land-settlement  Account. 
I  made  some  reference  in  the  coarse 
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the  Hawke's  Bay  floods,  and  the  scanty 
assistance  that  had  been  rendered  by  tlie- 
Government.    I  am  soriy   to  see  that  every- 
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thing  I  said  has  been  fully  bome  out,  and 
that  the  only  aid  that  has  been  given  by 
the  Government  to  these  settlers,  and  to 
that  fund,  has  been  £116  to  the  Natives 
and  £110  to  the  Europeans.  Considering  we 
have  a  paper  laid  on  the  table  showing  that 
nearly  £7,000  has  been  spent  under  the  heading 
of  Native  Civil  List,  and  also  oonsidering  that 
the  Grovemment  wiU  not  put  a  return  on  the 
table  showing  what  the  expenditure  is,  I 
think  that  the  Government  have  aoted  very 
meanly  towards  the  people  in  that  part 
of  the  oolony  in  that  connection.  We  had  a 
remarkable  statement  in  this  morning's  Wel- 
lington paper  in  the  report  of  an  interview  be- 
tween the  Premier  and  some  Natives,  in  the 
coarse  of  which  the  Premier  gave  us  an  extra- 
ordinary tale  about  the  insertion  of  a  word  in 
the  Native  Land  Bill  of  last  session.  The 
Premier  stated,  or  was  reported  to  have  stated, 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  that  word — it  was 
put  in  as  a  sort  of  scheme  in  the  Upper  House, 
and  that  both  the  House  and  himself  were 
ignorant  of  it.  I  have  the  assurance  of  a 
member  of  the  House — the  honourable  member 
for  the  Northern  Maori  District — that  he  in- 
formed the  Premier  of  that  word  being  put  in 
the  Bill  before  the  Conference  between  the  two 
Houses — that  he  drew  the  Premier's  atten- 
tion to  it,  and  asked  him  particularly  to 
object  to  it;  and  the  Premier,  as  he  usually 
does  with  young  members  of  the  House, 
pooh-poohed  the  idea  that  there  was  any- 
thing in  the  interpolation  of  the  word,  and 
allowed  it  to  remain  in  the  Bill.  And  what  was 
the  effect  of  the  insertion  of  that  word  ?  It  was 
the  insertion  of  the  word  **  mortgage,"  so  that, 
while  a  person  who  had  a  lease  of  Native  lands 
would  have  the  right  to  have  that  lease  com- 
pleted, the  person  who  had  an  agreement  to 
mortgage  had  no  right,  and  this  interpolation 
■imply  gave  the  power  to  complete  that  agree- 
ment to  mortgage. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Who  put  it  in  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI. — An  honourable  member  wants 
to  know  who  inserted  the  word.  The  word  was 
inserted  at  the  instance  of  a  msmber  nominated 
to  the  Upper  House  by  the  Premier,  and  I  feel 
Bare  that  in  making  that  interpolation  the 
honourable  member's  last  idea  was  to  have 
any  intent  to  defraud,  such  as  has  been  alleged 
against  him.  But  is  that  the  only  Native  Bill  in 
which  an  interpolation  has  been  made  by  the 
Upper  House  ?  Why,  the  present  Ministry  make 
the  Upper  House  a  perfect  sink  for  their  amend- 
ments to  the  Native  Land  Bills  for  the  last  two 
<Mr  tihzee  years.  Where  was  the  Horowhenua  Bill 
recast?  We  could  not  get  a  single  amend- 
ment from  the  Minister  of  Lands  in  that  Bill 
in  this  House.  Every  amendment  suggested 
he  opposed,  and  said  he  would  not  allow  it ; 
and  yet  when  it  went  to  the  Upper  House  the 
Bill  was  tamed  and  recast  and  made  almost 
entirely  on  the  lines  suggested  by  this  House. 
Then,  take  the  Native  Reserves  Bill  of  1896. 
In  that  Bill  there  was  a  clause  interjpolated 
providing  that  orders  should  be  recognised  in 
connection  with  Native  reserves  under  that 
Bill ;  and  what  did  it  mean  ?    It  meant  this  : 


While  every  one  of  those  orders  which  were 
given  by  the  Natives  was  illegal,  and  there  was 
no  claim  on  the  Natives  in  connection  with 
them,  because  these  lands  were  inalienable, 
the  interpolation  of  that  clause  in  the 
Bill  simply  gave  away  an  enormous  por- 
tion of  tne  amount  of  money  coming  to  the 
Natives  from  those  reserves,  and  gave  it  to 
people  who,  when  they  took  the  orders,  knew 
as  well  as  I  did  that  they  had  no  legal  right  to 
do  so,  and  that  they  had  no  legal  claim  on  the 
Natives.  And  yet  that  clause  was  inserted  in 
the  Upper  House  also,  and  came  down  here  and 
was  agreed  to  without  a  word  of  opposition  from 
the  Premier.  And  I  say  this :  If  the  Premier 
allows  that  sort  of  thing  to  go  on — if  he  allows 
amendments  of  that  kind  to  be  put  in  Bills  m 
the  Upper  House  at  the  tail-end  of  the  session — 
and  does  not  explain  to  the  House  what  the 
effect  of  these  various  amendments  is,  then 
he  ought  to  be  the  last  to  complain  of  being 
tripped  up  by  any  amendments  made  in 
that  Chamber.  There  is  one  clause  in  the 
Statement  that  is  certainly  alarming.  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Government  in  regard  to  appointments 
to  the  Civil  Service,  and  such  a  faithful 
follower  of  the  Ministry  as  the  member  for 
Geraldine,  Mr.  Flatman,  implored  the  Govern- 
ment the  other  day  to  introduce  before  they 
left  office  a  measure  abolishing  patronage. 
Previously  I  had  thought  there  was  one  consola- 
tion— that  the  patronage  of  the  Government 
was  limited  to  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand, 
and  that,  after  all  the  people  of  the  colony  had 
received  appointments  to  the  Civil  Service,  no 
more  harm  could  be  done ;  but  the  Minister 
has  opened  up  a  new  prospect :  he  is  going  to 
appoint  agents  all  over  Great  Britain,  and  I 
suppose  this  will  be  extended  to  other  parta 
of  the  world,  and  we  will  find  the  patronaae 
of  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  is  only 
limited  by  the  habitable  globe.  I  trust,. 
Sir,  that  this  proposal  will  not  be  agreed 
to,  but  that  the  House  will  see  in  ita 
wisdom  the  advisableness  of  limiting  the  ap- 
pointments by  the  Gh>vernment  of  the  day  to 
the  colony  in  which  we  live,  and  not  going 
abroad  and  sowing  broadcast  the  seeds  of  the 
New  Zealand  Civil  Service  wherever  it  may 
suit  the  Government  of  the  day.  In  regard  to- 
land-settlement,  I  may  say  I  am  sorry  this 
matter  is  dealt  with  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment ;  I  think  it  ought  to  be  in  the  Statement 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands.  But  in  regard  to 
land-settlement  there  are  two  peculiar  state- 
ments. In  the  first  place  we  are  told  by  the 
Minister  there  is  a  falling- off  in  the  number 
of  settlers  because  of  the  less  quantity  of  land- 
available  for  settlement,  and  immediately 
afterwards  we  are  told  that  the  demand  for 
land  causes  an  increase  in  the  survey  ex- 
penditure. If  there  is  a  fslling-off  in  the 
demand  for  land,  how  can  an  increase 
in  expenditure  be  wanted?  Why,  Sir,  the 
statements  are  so  contradictory  that  I  must 
leave  it  to  the  Minister  himself,  in  his  reply,  to 
reconcile  them.  He  has  also  told  us  that  the 
speculative  applications  are  reduced  in  conse- 
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quence  of  the  provision  in  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Bill  of  last  year,  for  examining  bond  fide 
applicants.  Now,  that  is  one  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Land  Act  that  I  have  been 
hammering  at  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  the 
last  foar  years  to  adopt,  bat  he  has  only 
adopted  it  in  part ;  and  therefore  he  has 
destroyed,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  scheme 
that  I  suggested  nearly  four  years  ago.  I 
suggested  it  in  connection  with  the  abolition 
of  the  ballot— one  of  the  most  vicious  systems 
of  land -selection  that  you  could  possibly 
have,  with  the  exception,  probably,  of  the 
old  auction  system.  Now,  Sir,  the  system 
that  I  suggested  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  is 
this :  that  everybody  who  wanted  land  should 
be  allowed  to  apply  to  the  Land  Board  in  the 
district  in  which  he  was.  After  being  satisfied 
of  the  man's  bona  fides  the  Land  Board  should 
have  the  power  to  place  on  a  roll  the  man's 
name  in  the  order  in  which  the  application  was 
made.  And  that  roll  should  be  kept  in  the 
Land  Office.  When  the  land  was  open  for 
settlement  the  list  should  be  taken,  and  in  the 
order  in  which,  the  list  was  made  up  the  per- 
sons should  have  the  right  to  select  the  land 
open  for  settlement.  The  effect  would  be  that 
settlers  in  the  colony  who  have  been  trying  for 
Years  to  get  land— and  who  cannot  get  it 
because  they  are  placed  on  an  equality  with 
every  newcomer  who  puts  in  an  application — 
would  have  the  first  right  to  a  choice  for  land, 
and  would  not  have  to  hunt  the  country  in  a 
fruitless  search  for  land  for  settlement,  and  then 
have  to  submit  themselves  to  the  ballot  with 
others  who  only  want  the  land  for  speculative 
purposes.  If  that  plan  were  adopted  instead  of 
the  hybrid  system  adopted  by  the  Minister  a 
great  improvement  would  be  found  by  those 
wishing  to  select  the  land,  and  also  in  the  class 
of  settlers  put  on  the  land.  Then  I  suggested  to 
the  Minister  an  improvement  in  special  settle- 
ments. His  system  of  special  settlement  has 
been  nearly  abandoned,  and  we  hear  of  no  new 
settlements  now.  The  Minister  will  not  grant 
the  land — and  why  ?  Because  his  scheme  has 
been  a  failure,  owing  to  his  own  action  with 
regard  to  those  settlements.  In  the  first  place, 
I  know  instances  where  men  have  got  posses- 
sion of  a  block  of  land  under  special-settlement 
conditions  by  backstairs  infiuence— by  going 
privately  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  getting 
a  promise  of  a  block  of  land  for  special  settle- 
ment, without  regard  to  their  ability  to  go  on 
the  land,  and  also  without  regard  to  the  suit- 
ability of  the  land  for  settlement.  In  a  great 
number  of  the  instances  the  200-acre  settle- 
ments set  aside  are  utterly  unfit  for  the  purpose, 
and  mean  loss  and  ruin  to  those  who  take 
them  up.  My  suggestion  was  that  the  Land 
Board  should  have  power  to  select  blocks  of 
land  for  special  settlements,  and  that  when 
selected  they  should  be  cut  up  into  areas  that 
the  Land  Board  itself  thought  were  the  best 
areas  to  adopt;  and  then  a  ballot  should  be 
taken  amongst  the  suitable  men  who  desired  to 
go  on  the  settlement,  so  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  take  up  the  land.  I  think,  if  political 
influence  were  set  on  one  side  in  this 
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matter  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing.  I 
can  assure  him  he  gains  nothing  by  giTifig 
a  preference  in  putting  men  on  the  land 
in  this  way ;  because  for  every  applicant  who 
gets  a  section  a  dozen  are  disappointed  who  are 
ready  to  rend  him  to  pieces  for  his  favoriliam. 
If  he  adopted  the  suggestion  I  have  made,  I 
am  sure  he  would  not  have  the  forfeiturea  and 
surrenders  that  are  taking  place  at  the  present 
time;  he  would  not  have  dummy  inquiries 
going  on,  at  great  expense  to  the  department, 
to  the  Boards,  and  to  the  applicants ;  and  he 
would  get  the  land  settled  in  suitable  areas. 
Beyond  that,  he  will  have  to  give  settlers  the 
right  to  get  freehold.  The  999  years'  lease  is 
all  very  well  for  a  cry,  but  a  number  of  settlers 
who  are  disappointed  with  it,  and  who  find 
they  are  paving  too  much  for  their  land,  will  yet 
raise  an  agitation  that  will  compel  the  Minister 
to  reduce  the  valuation  on  the  land,  even  agunst 
the  land-laws  of  the  colony.  I  may  point 
to  instances  of  that  which  have  alnady 
occurred.  Although  it  is  illegal  to  reduce 
the  valuation  on  land,  through  the  pres- 
sure of  the  Minister  the  Wellington  Land 
Board  have  been  compelled  to  reduce  the  land- 
valuations  in  the  Makuri  district  and  other 
parts  of  the  country.  I  do  not  say  it  was 
wrong  that  those  valuations  should  be  reduced, 
but  it  never  was  the  intention  of  the  Land  Act, 
and  if  we  are  going  to  have  that  sort  of  thing 
in  connection  with  the  999  years'  lease  the 
sooner  it  is  abolished  and  the  freehold  sub- 
stituted the  better  it  will  be  for  the  colony. 
Then,  in  regard  to  the  system  of  limiting  the 
area  which  a  man  can  take  up,  the  Minister 
thinks  he  is  accomplishing  his  object  by 
limiting  the  area  of  selection.  In  that  he 
is  starting  at  the  wrong  end.  If  he  wants 
to  limit  the  holdings,  the  best  thing  he  can 
do  is  not  to  limit  the  area  that  may  be  ac- 
quired under  the  Land  Act,  but  to  pass  an 
amendment  of  the  Land-  Transfer  Act  by 
which  no  man  could,  after  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  that  Act,  register  in  his  name  more 
than  a  certain  area  of  Grown  land  acquired 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act.  If  you  do  that 
you  would  do  no  unfairness  to  any  one,  and 
you  would  allow  free  selection  without  the 
expense  and  humbug  that  takes  place  at  the 
present  time  ;  and,  coupled  with  that,  he  ought 
not  to  allow  any  land  to  be  selected  before 
survey,  or  before  road- making.  It  is  einiply 
waste  of  time  and  money,  and  it  is  heaping 
enormous  work  on  the  department  to  allow 
selection  before  survey  and  road-making.  If 
the  Minister  were  only  willing  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestions made  to  him— not  made  in  any  antago- 
nistic spirit — it  would  be  a  benefit  to  him.  I 
may  say  that  all  the  suggestions  I  am  making 
now  I  have  made  oyer  and  over  again  to  the 
Minister  in  private ;  but  those  members  who 
know  the  Minister  of  Lands  know  he  is  about 
the  last  man  to  adopt  any  man's  suggestions 
but  his  own,  and  I  am  sorry  that  is  the 
case.  If  he  were  only  willing  to  consider 
the  ideas  of  men  who  have  had  more  praetloal 
experience  of  the  bush  districts  than  he  can 
possibly  have    had  in  the  South   Island,  we 
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i^oald  have  more  lands  settled  at  less  expense, 
«nd  with  bett^  results  to  the  country  than  is 
the  case  under  the  present  system.  The  Pre- 
mier, in  the  Statement,  mentions  the  slaughter 
of  the  forests  and  the  timber  that  is  being  de- 
stroyed. But  who  is  the  greatest  destroyer  of 
timber  ?  The  Minister  of  Lands.  If  a  man 
takes  up  a  section  and  finds  he  has  good  timber 
•on  it,  he  finds,  if  he  does  not  fell  that  timber 
within  a  certain  time,  that  he  either  gets  his 
section  forfeited  or  all  sorts  of  penalties  are  im- 
posed upon  him.  It  is  the  system  of  settlement 
•of  our  bush-lands  that  is  destroying  the  timber 
and  nothing  else,  and  the  remedy  the  Premier 
proposes  will  not  do  one  bit  of  good.  How 
•can  poor  settlers  log-up  the  bush-lands  at  the 
present  time  being  settled?  It  is  an  utter 
impossibility.  The  only  way  they  have  of 
making  a  living  on  the  bush-lands  is  by  getting 
the  timber  oft  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  any- 
body who  knows  the  size  of  some  of  that  timber 
will  know  what  an  impossibility  it  is  for  any 
poor  man  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it 
•except  to  bum  it.  They  are  absolutely  pre- 
cluded from  selling  the  timber  to  the  sawmills 
if  the  sawmillers  want  to  purchase  it. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbr. — Under  what  law  are  they 
precluded  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI.— The  consent  of  the  Minister 
or  the  Land  Board  has  to  be  got  before  they 
can  sell  any  timber  off  their  land,  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  that  consent  is  refused. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  it  is  as  you  state,  it  is  a 
great  mistake. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Undoubtedly ;  and  I  am  glad 
if  only  in  one  mistake  I  am  giving  the  Premier 
a  little  insight  into  the  administration  of  our 
Crown  lands.    There  is  something  in  the  State- 

•  ment  about  assistance  to  technical  education, 
.  and  I  hope  it  is  not  on  a  par  with  the  assist- 
ance we  have  had  in  the  past.    In  our  own 
district  of  Wanganui  we  used  to  get  a  grant  of 

.  £200  a  year  towards  the  technical  school,  and 
under  the  Bill  passed  by  the  present  Govern- 

•  ment  that  £200  a  year  has  been  decreased  to 
£45  a  year.  Besides  that  we  were  allowed  to 
get  railway- tickets  for  our  teachers  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  district  at  nominal  fares; 
but  the  Government  have  abolished  that,  and 
now  they  have  to  pay  the  full  fare  every 
time  they  travel  to  the  technical  schools  to 

•  give  the  instruction  that  is  so  necessary. 
If  the  Minister  is  in  earnest  in  desiring  that 
this  technical  instruction  should  be  given  in 
every  centre,  surely  those  restrictions  would 
not  be  made  upon  those  who  are  working  in 
connection  with  those  schools.  I  trust  that, 
as  the  matter  has  been  brought  so  prominently 
before  the  Minister,  he  will  see  the  desirability 
of  doing  something  more  than  assisting  by  a 
money-grant  the  building  of  these  technical 
schools.  There  is  also  a  very  dangerous  pro- 
posal in  the  Statement  in  regard  to  creameries 
— in  regard  to  the  Government  authorising 
advances  to  creameries.  If  in  the  past  any 
fluch  system  had  been  a  success,  I  should  say 
'*  Oertainly,  by  all  means  go  on  with  it."  But 
what  is  the  Government  experience?  They 
have  illegally  given  one  advance  to  a  creamery 


— to  a  creamery  in  the  Cheviot  district.  What 
was  the  result?  Utter  failure.  The  settlers 
under  the  co-operative  system  could  not 
make  the  creamery  pay  in  any  way,  and  it  is 
now  leased  by  a  capitalist  belonging  to  Christ- 
church.  And  that  is.  Government  assistance 
to  settlers  1  Why,  if  the  Government  are  going 
to  give  advances  to  a  business-man  in  Christ- 
church— for  that  is  practically  what  it  is— to 
run  a  creamery  in  Cheviot,  they  have  a  right 
to  give  every  business-man  in  the  country  an 
advance  in  his  ordinary  business.  Why  it 
should  be  confined  to  a  creamery  I  am  sure 
I  do  not  know.  There  is  a  remark  in  the 
Financial  Statement  about  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific ;  and  really  I  think  the  Premier  must 
have  given  rein  to  his  Imperial  notions  when 
he  dealt  with  that  subject.  He  talks  here  of 
treating  with  the  United  States  in  the  most 
friendly  spirit.  That  is  the  talk  of  one 
nation  to  another.  And  he  calls  their  ac- 
tion "unfriendly"  and  "selfish."  Well,  Sir, 
I  think  that  the  proper  course  to  chal- 
leng;e  the  United  States  in  regard  to  their 
foreign  policy  is  through  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, for  surely  any  direct  representation  that 
we  can  make  on  the  subject  will  have  no 
effect.  And  in  this  connection  we  have  a  new 
lesson  in  geography.  I  had  always  thought 
that  Portugal  was  a  part  of  Europe,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  Financial  Statement  that  is  not 
so.  We  are  told  that  in  the  Islands  there  are 
eighteen  thousand  Portuguese  and  six  thousand 
Europeans.  So  that  out  of  our  geography  of 
Europe  we  must  certainly  cut  Portugal.  Then 
the  Premier  told  us  that  he  hoped  Samoa  will 
become  the  Switzerland  of  the  Pacific.  Sir, 
when  I  read  that  it  struck  me  that  the  words 
could  not  possibly  come  from  the  Premier,  that 
he  should  condemn  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  to 
such  a  fate  as  that  of  Switzerland.  Why,  do 
you  know,  Switzerland  is  the  most  wretched 
country  that  exists.  Why,  Sir,  only  two  years 
ago  the  Premier,  talking  of  Switzerlan^l, 
told  us  this : — 

"  May  New  Zealand  and  the  New-Zealanders 
never  be  in  the  wretched  and  unfortunate 
position  in  which  the  Swiss  are  to-day  " — I 
might  say  that  the  Premier  had  not  then 
been  Home — "  I  say — and  I  speak  with  some 
authority  on  the  subject,  for  I  absolutelv  know 
it  to  be  the  case — that  the  women  of  Switzer- 
land are  absolute  slaves.  And  it  is  not  the 
same  as  in  other  countries,  where  the  men 
make  the  women  work,  but  both  men  and 
women,  mother  and  daughter,  and  father  and 
son— each  has  to  so  toil  from  early  morning  to 
late  at  night  for  a  miserable  existence." 

And  this  is  what  the  Premier  wants  the  islands 
of  the  Pacifie  to  come  to.  There  is  one  refer- 
ence the  absence  of  which  from  the  State- 
ment is  rather  notable,  and  that  is  regarding 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  Do  honourable 
members  know  that  the  finances  of  this  colony 
are  being  sacrificed  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land? It  is  running  through  the  finance  of 
the  colony  that  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
bolster  up  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  so  that 
its  interest-producing  power  should  be  shown 
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as  large  as  possible,  and  the  colony  itself  will 
not  be  called  upon  to  repay  or  provide  any 
portion  of  that  interest.  Why  is  the  interest 
to  the  Savings-Bank  depositors  reduced  ?  Why 
are  the  '*  bone  and  sinew  of  the  colony,"  as  I 
have  heard  them  called  from  the  Qovernment 
benches,  who  put  their  savings  into  that  bank 
— why  are  they  compelled  to  take  a  lower  rate 
of  interest?  simply  so  that  the  money  may 
pour  into  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  in- 
crease the  depositors'  money  that  is  available 
in  that  institution.  And  I  say  it  is  unfair  to 
the  depositors  in  the  Savings-Bank  that  their 
interest  should  be  reduced  below  what  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  is  paying  to  its  own 
depositors. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  understood  that  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  was  going  to  lower  its  interest 
at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  PIBANI.  —  The  honourable  member 
ought  to  have  waited  until  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand' did  so.  The  bank  has  not  done  it; 
and  we  should  not  be  the  first  to  lower  the  rate 
of  interest  to  the  depositors,  but  they  ought  to 
be  paid  the  highest  rate  of  interest  that  can 
possibly  be  given  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land. Then,  Sir,  I  want  to  make  one  reference 
to  a  case  that  I  am  sorry  the  Ministry  have  not 
dealt  with  in  a  more  liberal  spirit — that  is,  the 
case  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Meikle,  of  Southland.  I  can- 
not understand  why  effect  has  not  been  given 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  parliamentary 
Committee  —  the  large  majority  of  whom 
were  Government  supporters  —  in  regard  to 
that  unfortunate  man.  If  it  were  for  lack 
of  precedent,  why,  you  have  only  to  go  to 
the  Old  Country  and  you  will  find  that  there 
are  plenty  of  precedents  for  compensating 
people  and  granting  them  a  free  pardon  after 
their  innocence  hag  been  proved.  There  are 
three  instances  that  I  may  lefer  to.  One  is 
that  of  a  man  named  W.  Barber,  a  London 
lawyer,  who  was  convicted  of  forgery  in  1844, 
and  was  panted  a  free  i>ardon  and  £5,C00 
after  serving  four  years'  imprisonment.  In 
another  case,  a  man  named  W.  Habron  was 
convicted  of  murder  in  1876,  and  after  three 
years'  imprisonment  he  was  granted  a  par- 
don and  £2,000.  In  a  third  case,  two  men, 
named  Clowes  and  Johnston,  were  convicted  of 
an  outrage  on  a  man  named  Brookes  in  1882, 
and  were  released  after  eighteen  months'  im- 
prisonment and  granted  a  free  pardon  and 
£600  each.  Now,  those  are  precedents.  Sir, 
we  know  that  this  man  Meikle  has  suffered 
to  a  pitiable  extent ;  but,  not  content  with 
the  suffering  this  unfortunate  man  has 
undergone,  the  neglect  of  the  Government  to 
grant  that  man  a  free  pardon  is  having  this 
effect :  that  he  has  expectations  that  he  will 
inherit  money  in  the  Old  Country,  but  under 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain  it  is  impossible  for  a 
convicted  felon  who  has  not  been  granted  a 
free  pardon  to  obtain  any  such  moneys,  and 
they  are  absolutely  forfeited  to  the  Crown,  so 
that  the  man  is  punished  to  a  degree  that  is 
unfair  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  I  trust,  Sir,  as  this  matter  has 
been  prominently  brought  before  the  Premier 
Mr,  Pirani 


on  several  occasions  this  session,  he  will  ae» 
that  he  will  only  be  acting  fairly  to  the  man  in 
giving  him  the  compensation,  in  granting  him 
a  free  pardon,  and  in  remedying  an  injostica 
that  should  never  have  been  perpetrated  in 
this  countrv. 

jQgQ  Mr.  WILSON.  — The  honoarable 
*  member  for  Palmerston  was  pleased 
to  state  that  during  the  Wellington  Suburbs 
election  a  charge  was  made  against  me  of 
having  on  various  occasions  oontriouted  articlea 
to  a  southern  newspaper  attacking  the  Govern- 
ment which  I  now  support.  I  met  that  charge 
very  simply  at  my  first  election  meeting  at 
Petone,  when  I  read  to  the  meeting  a  certain 
telegram,  and  I  showed  the  original  telegram 
to  the  Evening  Post  reporter.  The  telegram 
reads  as  follows :  "  With  respect  to  charges  made 
that  you  have  written  articles  attacking  the 
Government,  I  beg  to  state  that  yoa  have 
never  either  inspired  or  written  any  such 
articles  in  my  paper."  This  was  signed  by 
S.  J.  Fumess,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Malborough  Express,  That  is  the  only  matter 
that  concerns  me.  As  regards  my  writing  in 
1884,  that  was  thirteen  years  ago,  and  before 
even  I  had  become  a  journalist — when  I  was  a 
schoolmaster.  I  have  almost  forgotten  what  I 
wrote  at  that  time,  and,  what  I  have  not  for- 
gotten, I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  forgotten. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— With  regard  to  the  honoar- 
able member's  personal  explanation,  I  know 
that  that  telegram  is  incorrect.  With  regard 
to  what  I  am  glad  the  honourable  member 
recognises  to  be  the  bad  taste  of  the  other 
articles 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  did  not  say  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  honoarable  member 
alluded  to  penny-a-line  journalism,  and  in 
quoting  what  he  had  written  years  ago  I 
simply  gave  it  as  an  instance  of  what  the 
journalism  he  referred  to  was  like  in  his  own 
particular  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  we  wUl  leave  the 
journalists  to  themselves,  and  they  might  settle 
it  somewhere  else.  I  wish  to  put  myself  right 
with  respect  to  one  matter.  The  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  said  he  was  told  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  that  he  called  my  attention  at 
the  time  the  Bill  came  from  another  plaoe  to 
the  insertion  of  the  word  which  has  caused  so 
much  trouble.  I  have  no  reooUeotion  of  it, 
but  if  he  says  he  did  so  I  will  accept  his  state- 
ment. I  may  point  out,  however,  that  the 
other  day,  when  the  honoarable  member 
brought  a  deputation  of  Natives  to  me,  he  did 
not  state  that  he  had  drawn  my  attention  to 
the  insertion  of  the  word  at  the  time  the  Bill 
came  from  the  Council.  I  have  asked  the 
Land  Purchase  Officer,  and  he  tells  me  that 
the  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  did  not 
see  the  effect  of  that  particular  amendment. 
When  I  asked  the  question  as  regards  the  Bill 
I  was  assured  that  the  amendments  were  only 
of  a  technical  character.  There  is  no  particu- 
lar blame  attached  to  any  one  except  those  that 
got  the  amendment  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
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Ur.  G.  HUTCHISON.-There  is  blame  at- 
teohable  to  somebody. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— But,  at  all  events,  the  evil 
affect  of  the  amendment  was  not  seen  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  HERE.  —  Regarding  the  amendment 
introduced  in  the  Native  Land  Bill  in  1896, 
tiie  statement  made  by  Mr.  Pirani  is  correct. 
When  the  Bill  was  to  be  referred  to  a  Conference 
of  both  Houses  I  noticed  the  amendment  which 
was  introduced  in  the  Bill  in  the  Upper  House, 
and  I  crossed  over  from  my  seat  to  the  Premier 
and  said  to  him,  "  Here  is  an  innovation.  I 
fliink  yon  ongbt  to  disagree  with  this  amend- 
■lent."  Of  course,  he,  as  usual,  simply  shook 
his  head,  and  I  went  back  to  my  seat.  Perhaps 
he  has  forgotten.  The  Premier  is  correct  m 
•aying  that  I  did  not  mention  the  fact  to  him 
when  introducing  the  deputation  of  Natives  to 
him  the  other  day.  I  thought  it  was  not  neoes- 
lary  for  me  to  do  so  then,  because  the  object  of 
the  deputation  and  my  position  were  entirely 
different.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  political 
difference ;  it  was  simply  a  question  of  bring- 
ing before  him  certain  Natives  who  considered 
they  had  a  grievance. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  officer  I  asked  to  make 
inquiries  about  this  matter  assured  me  there 
were  only  technical  amendments  made  in  the 
clause  in  which  the  word  was  intipduoed.  I 
fear  the  honourable  member  must  be  wrong 
—that  his  memory  is  defective.  This  amend- 
ment was  inserted  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  not  at  the  Conference. 

Mr.  HERE.— May  I  say  a  few  words  with 
respect  to  the  last  statement  made  by  the 
Premier  ? 

Mr.  SPEAREB.— If  you  will  confine  your- 
self to  a  simple  explanation,  and  not  make  a 
ipeech.  You  are  at  liberty  to  make  an  ex- 
{uanation. 

Mr.  HERE. — I  did  not  say  the  amendment 
was  introduced  at  the  Conference  between  the 
two  Houses.  I  said  it  was  introduced  in  the 
Legislative  Council.  I  know  perfectly  well 
that  it  was  introduced  in  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  LANG. — Sir,  I  feel  somewhat  placed  at 
a  disadvantage  in  speaking  to-night  after  the 
most  eloquent  speakers  we  have  just  heard ; 
bat  it  is  my  misfortune  if  I  cannot  express 
mvself  in  language  equal  to  theirs,  and  I  must 
tell  my  unvarnished  tale  my  own  way.  In  the 
first  place,  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  surplus.  It 
is  rather  noticeable  that  during  this  debate 
the  surplus  has  been  scarcely  mentioned.  In 
former  debates  on  Financial  Statements  nearly 
every  member  had  a  surplus  of  his  own.  I 
thought  I  was  to  be  the  only  one  who  wm  to 
have  a  different  surplus  from  the  Premier,  and 
I  should  have  hesitated,  under  the  circum- 
stances, had  it  not  been  that  I  am  really  not 
giving  my  own  figures,  but  am  relying  upon 
the  figures  of  a  gentleman  whose  opinion  on 
this  matter  will  be  highly  valued  by  the  House. 
I  will  quote  his  own  words.  He  was  speaking 
in  1895,  Volume  89,  and  said,  **  It  seems  to  me 
we  have  actually  no  surplus  at  all."  Then  he 
goes  on  to  say,  "  I  fail  to  see  that  we  have  a 


surplus  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  we  find  a 
deficiency  of  about  £280,000."  Now,  Sir,  this 
was  the  honourable  member  for  Timam,  the 
present  Minister  for  Public  Works.  And  in  the 
face  of  that  the  Premier  had  the  audacity  to 
carry  forward  the  faalanoe  of  £180,000  as  a  sur^ 
plus. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Continue  the  quota- 
tion, please. 

Mr.  LANG.— I  have  only  a  limited  time- 
at  my  disposal.  I  have  read  the  part  that 
refers  to  this  particular  case,  but,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  likes,  I  have  told  him 
where  to  find  the  passage,  and  he  can  look 
it  up.  He  will  find  that  what  I  have  read 
is  correct.  It  Is  the  only  part,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  that  has  any  bearing  on  the  subject. 
I  remember  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment when  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  it 
80  impressed  me  that  I  thought  surely  when 
he  was  in  the  Cal^net  he  would  impress  his 
views  there;  and  yet,  in  spite  of  that,  we  have 
this  statement.  No  doubt  he  will  still  have 
his  views  carried,  and  show  that  there  is  only 
a  surplus  of  £174,263.  Another  print  of  the 
Statement,  I  believe,  is  to  be  issued,  and  I 
trust  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  will  see 
that  the  alteration  is  then  made.  The 
Premier's  surplus  is  £864,286,  and  the  sur- 
plus of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  ia 
£174,262. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Yon  have  only  read  a 
few  words  of  what  I  said. 

Mr.  LANG.— Mv  time  will  not  allow  me 
to  quote  all  the  nonourable  gentleman  said 
in  this  House.  I  have  quoted  enough  to  prove 
the  statement.  But  why  should  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  object?  I  did  not  wish 
to  say  this  in  an  offensive  manner.  This  after- 
noon I  was  delijghted  to  hear  the  Premier 
was  going  to  give  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
more  prominence  than  he  has  hitherto  occu- 
pied. I  heard  the  Premier  say  that  a  certain 
Bill  was  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works.  I  felt  then  glad  to  see  hia 
position  was  being  recognised  by  the  Premier, 
and  I  was  anxious  to  see  the  Bill  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  to  be  intrusted  with.  I 
thought  when  the  Premier  said  it  it  was  in  a 
tone  of  doubt,  as  if  he  was  hardly  to  be  trusted 
with  so  much  responsibility.  Since  then  I 
have  seen  the  Bill,  and  it  has  explained 
matters.  The  Bill  is  the  smallest  I  have 
ever  seen  in  the  House.  It  is  the  Contagious 
Diseases  Act  Repeal  Bill.  It  consists  of  one 
clause,  and  that  is  so  short  I  will  read  it: 
**  The  Contagious  Diseases  Act  is  hereby  re- 
pealed." Well,  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth 
while  wasting  more  time  over  the  surplus,  be- 
cause the  Premier,  when  speaking  some  years 
ago,  said  that  surpluses  were  very  easily  manu- 
factured ;  and  since  the  present  Government 
have  been  in  office  we  have  had  very  good  op- 
portunities of  judging  how  it  is  done.  There 
is  one  peculiarity  in  connection  with  this,  and 
that  is,  whenever  we  get  a  surplus  it  is  always 
foUowcid  by  a  loan  ;  and  a  more  peculiar  thing 
still  is  that  the  larger  the  surplus  the  greater 
is  the  loan  required.     When  I  first  came  to  the 
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«  House  I  believed  that  all  the  words  put  into 
the  Governor's  mouth  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  were  to  be  relied  on  ;  I  believed  all  the 
statements  in  the  Budget  were  absolutely 
correct ;  that  when  the  Government  talked 
of  bringing  in  a  Local  Government  Bill  and 
dealing  with  it  they  really  intended  to  do 
so ;  that  they  intended  to  deal  with  old-age 
pensions  and  other  measures  of  a  like  nature ; 
and  we  heard  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
going  to  annex  Samoa.  What  has  become  of 
the  local  government?  It  has  vanished  into 
thin   air ;   and    old-age   pensions   and    many 

'^kindred  measures  are  as  far  off  as  ever,  and 
-Samoa  remains  un annexed.  I  am  sorry  about 
that,  because  it  was  rumoured  at  the  time 
-that  if  the  Great  Powers  did  not  agree  to  hand 
over  Samoa  to  Kew  Zealand  the  Premier  was 
going  to  take  command  of  the  *'  Hinemoa  "  and 
•go  down  and  annex  it.  When  I  endeavoured 
to  read  this  Budget  I  was  reminded  of  a  prac- 
tice I  believe  some  small  storekeepers  indulge 
in.  When  they  have  not  a  large  amount  of 
capital  I  am  informed  it  is  their  practice  to 
fill  their  shelves  with  gaudy  tins  and  jars 
with  attractive  labels,  but  there  is  nothing 
inside  them.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  same 
with  this  Budget:  there  are  a  great  many 
things  very  attractive-^ — 
Mr.  SEDDON.--Including  beet-root  sugar. 
Mr.  LANG.— I  will  come  to  that  presently. 

«'I  say  there  are  some  very  attractive  things  in 
this    Budget,  and   I  only  hope  the    Premier 

<  means  to  carry  them  out ;  but  some  are  mis- 
leading and  some  were  never  meant  to  pass. 
Kow,  we  pass  on  to  the  tariff.  This  is  a  matter 
the  Government  have  dealt  with ;  but  have 
they  dealt  with  it  in  the  manner  they  said  they 
intended  to  when  before  the  electors  in  1893  ? 
Did  they  not  say  that  when  they  altered  it  it 

'  would  be  with  a  view  of  reducing  taxation? 
And  what  have  they  done?    They  have  in- 

-  creased  it.    There  is  no  denying  the  fact;  not 

'  one  Government  supporter  would  deny  it.  It  is 
only  a  question  of  how  much.  It  matters  little 
whether  it  is  £50,000  or  £100,000,  they  have 
increased  the  taxation  when  they  promised  to 
•reduce  it.  Another  thing  I  might  mention. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works — and  on   this 

•  occasion  I  must  agree  with  him — spoke  about 
the  high  duty  on  tailor-made  clothing  from  the 

•  Old  Country,  and  I  cordially  agree  that  so  long 
as  we  have  Customs  duties  no  one  should  grudge 
paying  on  this  item  or  on  jewellery.  But  I 
wuuld  point  out  to  the  Ministry  that,  like  the 
latter-day  Liberals,  thev  are  very  selfish ;  they 
like  the  other  fellow  to  be  taxed  while  they  get 
off.  They  take  it  in  turns  to  go  Home  and  get 
a  large  supply  of  tailor-made  clothing.    It  is 

■only  a  short  while  since  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  went  Home  and  came  out  with  a 
supply,  and  now  the  Premier  has  returned  and 
brought  some  out  duty-free ;  and  I  hear  the 
Minister  of  Lands  intends  mekking  a  trip  to  the 
Old  Country,  and  we  shall  see  him  coming  back 

■  in  a  Bond  Street  tailor  suit.     I  have  heard  one 

lionourable  member  say  there  is  no  policy  in 

'the  Statement.    I  differ  from  that  altogether  ; 

J    find    there    is    a    huge    borrowing    policy. 

Mr.  Lan§ 


In  nearly  everything  mentioned  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  money  required.  Now.  Sir, 
I  was  not  returned  to  this  House  pledged  to 
a  non-borrowing  policy,  and  I  maintain  that 
perhaps  under  certain  circumstances  there  are 
things  for  which  the  Government  may  be 
justified  in  borrowing.  But,  Sir,  I  take  up  the 
same  position  in  the  House  now  as  I  took  up 
during  the  last  Parliament,  and  that  is :  1 
shall  not  vote  for  any  borrowing  Bill  unless 
each  item  is  brought  down  separately,  and 
unless  honourable  members  have  a  ohanoe 
of  expressing  their  opinions  on  each  particular 
item,  and  not  take  the  whole  en  bloc.  And 
then,  the  loans  should  be  properly  ear-marked, 
and  strict  accounts  given  as  to  how  that  money 
is  expended.  Now,  Sir,  we  all  know  that  the 
Government  have  never  been  able  to  get  on 
without  borrowing.  They  have  always  done 
so  since  I  have  been  in  this  House,  at 
any  rate.  The  only  difference  is  that,  while 
they  paraded  over  the  country  as  a  non-b<»- 
rowing,  self-reliant  Government,  they  were 
borrowing  on  the  sly.  Now  they  have  thrown 
off  the  mask  and  are  borrowing  openly. 
Then,  they  used  to  boast  that  the  public  wonks 
have  been  constructed  out  of  revenue;  but 
that  is  not  correct.  During  the  last  Pariia- 
ment  I  prepared  a  statement,  which  can  be 
found  in  Hansard  of  August,  1896,  page  142.  I 
do  not  intend  to  weary  the  House  by  giving 
details  again.  I  will  just  give  the  House  the 
total  amount.  It  is  a  table  showing  the 
amount  expended  out  of  loan -moneys  for 
public  works,  and  during  the  same  time  the 
amount  paid  out  of  revenue.  Now,  this  state- 
ment is  made  up  from  March,  1891,  to  March, 
1896,  and  the  amount  expended  out  of  loan- 
moneys  for  public  works  was  £1,256,447,  while 
out  of  revenue  it  amounted  to  £850,000  only. 

Mr.  MORRISON.  — Whose  statement  is 
that? 

Mr.  LANG. — These  are  the  Government's 
own  figures,  taken  from  the  Journals  of  the 
House.  Now,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  railways.  I  am  sorry  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Railways  is  not  here.  I  wish,  in  the 
first  place,  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
courtesy  the  Minister  for  Railways  has  always 
extended  to  me,  and  I  think  that  while  the 
railways  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
they  could  not  be  placed  in  better  hands  than 
in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  for  Railways— 
certainly  not  on  that  side  of  the  House.  But 
I  think  no  consideration  of  personal  friendship 
or  respect  should  prevent  a  member  from  ex- 
pressing his  opinions  or  suggesting  any  im- 
provements. Now,  Sir,  I  confess  I  have  always 
been  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  having 
control  of  our  railways.  We  see  in  New  South 
Wales  that  the  railways,  which  are  generally 
admitted  to  be  the  best-managed  railway 
system  in  the  Australasian  Colonies,  ale 
managed  by  a  Commissioner.  I  am  quite 
ready  to  admit  that  the  Minister  for  Railways 
has  made  many  improvements  since  the  rail- 
ways have  been  under  his  control ;  but  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  Conmiissioners,  had  they 
had  control,  would  not   have  made  improve- 
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I  also  ?  Then,  Sir,  we  were  led  to  believe 
Uiat  when  the  Qovemment  had  the  whole  con- 
ftiol  of  the  railways  they  would  be  worked  in 
the  interests  of  settlement,  and  not  so  mnch 
with  the  idea  of  getting  revenue.  Bat  now  we 
find,  when  the  Ooverament  have  got  control  of 
the  lailways,  they  are  just  as  sealous  in  making 
revenue  as  ever  the  Oommissioneis  were.  And 
then.  Sir,  on  certain  portions  of  the  lines  we 
have  not  the  conveniences  we  had  when  the 
lailways  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Ck>m- 
misrioners.  Bnt,  Sir,  my  great  oMeotion 
to  the  railways  being  under  the  Govern- 
ment control  is  the  fact  of  political  influence 
which  is  brought  to  bear.  I  do  not  blame 
the  Minister  for  Railways  for  this,  because 
I  think,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  he  shows  an 
amoont  of  fairness  that  might  well  be  followed 
by  many  other  Ministers— at  least,  so  far  as 
Appointments  are  concerned.  But,  Sir,  politi- 
cal influence  does  exist,  and  no  one,  I  think, 
will  deny  it.  Any  one  who  passed  through  the 
lest  elections  will  know  that  influence  was 
bioaght  very  strongly  to  bear,  and  we  had 
an  instance  of  it  in  the  speech  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  the  other 
night.  He  said  he  had  almost  a  block  vote 
from  railway  employes,  and  said  that  it  was 
through  his  influence  with  the  railway-hands 
that  &e  honourable  member  for  Palmerston 
got  into  the  House.  What  did  he  give  as  his 
lesson  for  assisting  the  honourable  member? 
Not  because  the  honourable  member  was  a 
man  of  ability,  not  because  the  honourable 
member  had  represented  his  electorate  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents — 
No,  Sir,  it  was  nothing  of  the  kind  —  it  was 
because  it  was  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
wai  going  to  help  the  Goverliment  out  of  a  tight 
place.  Of  oonrse,  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  made  his  position  quite  clear  at  the 
time ;  but,  at  any  rate,  that  was  the  opinion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamell.  Then,  I 
think,  as  far  as  the  rail  ways  are  concerned,  there 
is  too  much  red  tape  about  them.  I  think  settlers 
should  be  allowed  to  hire  trucks  and  put  what- 
evor  they  wished  in  them,  provided  they  are 
an  oidinacy  class  of  goods.  The  Minister  for 
Railways  has  reduced  the  freight  on  fruit,  or, 
rather,  he  now  allows  a  small  case  of  fruit  to 
go  at  the  same  rate  as  we  could  formerly 
Mnd  -a  lot  of  4001b.  for;  and  I  think  that 
is  a  good  thing,  for  it  has  enabled  people  to 
lend  a  great  deal  more  fruit  by  railway,  and 
that  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  town  and  coun- 
tiy  people  alike.  But,  Sir,  why  cannot  he  apply 
the  aame  system  to  other  classes  of  goods  ?  Take 
floor,  for  instance.  Here  is  a  case  which  has 
been  brought  under  my  notice  :  1}  tons  of  flour 
can  be  sent  by  rail  at  a  rate  of  lis.  lOd.  a  ton, 
while  500  lb.  of  flour  is  charged  at  the  rate  of 
10b.  a  ton,  and  when  a  poor  man  wants  100  lb. 
of  floor  carried  he  has  to  pa^  at  the  rate  of 
£3  a  ton.  I  think  the  Minuter  made  some 
improvement  in  these  freights.  I  am  sorry  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  here,  but,  as  this 
is  probably  the  only  opportunity  I  shall  have,  I 
wish  to  pomt  out  to  him  the  dangerous  state  of 
the  line  at  Mercer.    Sir,  every  session  I  have 


been  in  this  House  I  have  drawn  his  attention  to- 
this  meet  dangerous  part  of  the  railway,  and  I 
say  that  if  something  is  not  done  there  will 
surely  be  a  serious  accident  there;  in  fact,, 
it  is  a  wonder  to  me  that  there  has  not  been 
an  accident  before  now,  because  this  is 
not  merely  a  railway  that  runs  side  by  side 
with  the  road,  but  it  actually  runs  on  the 
road.  On  the  one  side  of  Mercer  there  is  the 
deep  Waikato  River,  and  on  the  other  side  a 
swamp,  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  for  horses 
or  anytiiing  else  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the 
train.  Then,  I  think  it  was  very  unwise  on  the  - 
part  of  the  Minister  for  Railways  to  sell  twelve 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  trucks,  and  I  think 
also  it  was  altogether  wrong  that  that  amount 
should  be  carried  over  to  revenue.  I  consider 
it  was  poor  economy  to  sell  trucks  when  we 
have  not  a  sufficient  supply  to  keep  the  Huntly 
Coal-mine  going.  I  have  received  many  com- 
plaints because  they  have  not  been  able  to- 
exeooteordersfor  want  of  sufficient  trucks.  Not 
only  does  it  mean  a  loss  in  not  beina  able  to* 
execute  orders,  but  it  has  the  effect  of  diverting 
trade  elsewhere.  As  is  the  case  with  the  Righft 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  surplus,  so  it  ia 
with  our  railways.  We  know  there  is  a  large 
excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure,  and  yet  we 
are  asked  to  grant  £900,000  for  the  railways. 
Since  the  railways  have  been  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Gh>vemment  they  have  had  many 
things  credited  to  that  department  such  as 
was  never  done  in  the  time  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. I  shall  now.  Sir,  pass  on  to  the  ques- 
tion of  light  railways.  It  may  appear  a  very 
desirable  thing  to  see  many  railways  running 
through  our  country  districts,  but  if  we  have 
only  a  limited  amount  of  money  it  is  far  better 
to  make  roads  than  railways.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  about  £3,000  a  mile  would 
construct  our  light  railways  ;  bat  I  may  point 
out  to  the  House  that  £100  per  mile  would  go 
a  great  way  towards  making  our  roads  pass- 
able, so  that  the  settlers  could  bring  their 
stock  to  the  railways.  There  was  a  meeting 
held  in  my  electorate— a  district  which  would 
be  considerably  benefited  by  these  light  rail- 
ways— and  yet  the  settlers  there  were  quite 
of  opinion  that  roads  should  be  made  be- 
fore the  railways.  There  is  just  one  other 
matter  before  I  pass  from  the  question  of  the 
railways.  I  wish  to  urge  upon  the  (Govern- 
ment the  necessity  of  giving  Mr.  Vaile's  system' 
a  trial  upon  one  portion  of  our  New  Zealand 
rail  way -lines.  Now,  I  maintain  that  this  trial 
should  be  given,  and  ev«n  if  not  successful  the 
cost  incurred  would  be  very  little.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  at  one  time  that  if  they  granted 
a  trial  of  the  system  the  district  in  which  it 
was  granted  should  bear  the  loss,  if  any.  I  am 
not  advocating  its  being  tried  in  any  particular 
district,  but  I  tay  it  is  altogether  unfair  to 
charge  the  district  in  which  the  trial  is  made 
with  the  loss;  for  if  Mr.  Vaile's  system  was 
a  success,  and  was  the  means  of  increasing  the 
revenue,  then  the  district  would  get  no  benefit 
over  and  above  other  districts,  and  why,  there- 
fore, shonld  it  be  called  upon  to  bear  the  . 
loss.     It  seems  like  a  case  of  "  heads  you 
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win,  tails  I  lose.'  Sir,  I  confess  that  I  have 
not  been  as  able  to  study  the  matter  as  I 
Bhoald  have  liked,  but  I  have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  it,  and  I  have  read  Mr. 
Vaile's  pamphlets  and  heard  him  lecture. 
Formerly  I  thought  that  in  a  comparatively 
thinly  populated  country,  such  as  New  Zea- 
land is,  there  would  not  be  enough  population 
to  get  sufficient  passengers  to  make  it  pay. 
There  is  a  statement  in  Mr.  Vaile's  open  letter 
which  he  sent  to  every  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  which  I  think  he  does  away  with  that 
argument.  Not  by  his  own  figures,  but  by  Mr. 
Fife's,  the  Qovernment  Accountant,  he  proves 
conclusively  that  less  than  double  the  number 
of  passengers  who  travel  at  the  present  time 
will  raise  as  much  revenue  as  is  raised  at  the 
present  time.     I  will  just  read  the  paragraph : — 

'*  It  also  proves  conclusively  that  two  of  my 
low-price  fares  will  give  a  much  larger  revenue 
than  one  of  their  high-price  ones,  for  twice 
424,914  is  849,828;  whereas  their  own  Ac- 
countant says  I  only  want  817,454,  leaving  me 
a  surplus  of  32,374  fares  from  the  Auckland 
line  alone." 

Honourable  members  will  see  the  statement 
on  page  6  of  Mr.  Vaile's  open  letter  to  members 
of  the  Ltogtslature.  I  would  again  urge  upon 
the  Government  the  desirability  of  giving  this 
system  a  trial.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  pass  to  a  most 
important  matter— the  matter  that  the  Premier 
meotioned  a  short  time  ago :  that  is  the  sugar- 
beet.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  deal  at  any 
great  length  with  this  question,  for  when  I 
spoke  in  the  debate  on  the  Address  in  Reply, 
and  went  fully  into  the  question  of  the  capa- 
bility of  the  colony  for  growing  beet,  I  also  gave 
the  opinion  of  the  Qovernment  Analyst  on  the 
point.  During  this  debate,  and  also  during  the 
former  one,  there  have  only  been  three  mem- 
bers who  have  spoken  in  any  way  against  the 
sugar-beet  industry,  which,  I  think,  is  very 
encouraging.  One  was  the  member  for  Geral- 
dine,  who  questioned  whether  the  country 
would  grow  the  sugar-beet.  That  is  clearly 
proved  by  the  experience  of  practical  farmers 
in  the  Waikato,  who  for  many  years  have 
made  careful  and  successful  experiments. 
Then,  Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  Gity,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, after  he  had  been  speaking  so  eloquently 
about  the  men  in  want  of  work  and  the 
number  of  unemployed,  almost  in  the  same 
breath  say  he  intended  to  oppose  this  measure 
—a  measure  that  would  find  employment  for 
such  a  large  number  of  people,  for  each  of  the 
factories  would  expend  in  labour  alone  about 
£12,000  a  year,  not  including  the  money  that 
would  be  paid  to  the  farmers  for  the  roots,  a 
certain  portion  of  which  would  also  go  to  em- 
ploy labour.  Then,  there  was  another  gentle- 
man, the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa : 
I  was  really  surprised  to  hear  the  statement 
coming  from  him— from  a  gentleman  usually 
so  well  informed  on  every  matter  that  comes 
before  this  House — and  to  see  the  attitude  he 
took  up  on  a  question  that  Is  of  vital  interest  to 
all  the  small  country  settlers.  I  am  just  going 
to  read  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said. 
Mr.  Lang 


He  said,  **  It  will  tend  to  still  further  increase 
the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  popu- 
lation of  this  colony  " ;  and  he  quoted  the  case 
of  France  and  Germany.    Now,  Sir,  there  can 

11  30  ^  ^^  comparison  between  countriet 
offering  a  bounty  for  the  export  of 
sugar  and  manufacturing  it  in  our  own  country 
for  home  use.  Surely,  manufacturing  sugar 
here  cannot  increase  the  price  of  sugar  when 
there  is  no  duty  placed  upon  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LANG. — I  am  glad  I  have  convinced  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  and  I  hope 
he  will  support  the  Bill  when  it  comes  before 
the  House.  I  am  very  much  disappointed  in 
the  proposals  the  Premier  has  brought  down  in 
reference  to  sugar-beet.  It  is  only  a  half-and- 
half  measure  at  the  best.  It  appears  to  give  a 
bonus  up  to  £20,000.  The  Premier  is  fond  of 
boasting  about  New  Zealand  leading  the  van, 
and  last  session  I  warned  him  that  if  he  was 
not  careful  some  other  colony  would  take  the 
lead  in  this  matter,  and  Victoria,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  has  taken  the  lead.  Let  me  tell  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  that  a  large  majority  of  mem- 
bers in  the  present  House  have  promised  to 
support  a  Bill  similar  to  the  measure  of  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  giving  a  bonos  of 
£50,000;  and  I  hope  the  Premier,  when  he 
brings  down  the  Bill,  will  increase  the  bonu 
to  that  amount.  The  Premier  says  the  Parlia- 
ment last  session  treated  this  matter  with  cool- 
ness. I  think  I  can  prove  conclusivelv  that  it 
was  not  the  House  that  treated  the  beet-root 
question  coldly,  but  the  Government.  And  I 
would  just  give  honourable  members  a  brief 
history  of  that  legislation  during  last  session. 
In  the  first  place,  in  1894  the  Treasurer  men- 
tioned in  his  Budget  that  he  intended  to  offer 
a  bonus  of  £50,000  for  the  encouragement  of 
beet-root  sugar.  But  the  Bill  was  not  intro- 
duced until  one  week  before  the  end  of  the 
session.  In  the  second  session  of  last  Parlia- 
ment the  Bill  was  read  the  first  time  on  the 
2nd  July,  and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  it 
until  the  Bill  was  discharged  from  the  Order 
Paper  together  with  thirty  other  Bills.  The 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill  was  one  of  the  thirty-one 
Bills  slaughtered.  On  the  next  day— the  Srd 
October — I  forwarded  a  letter  to  the  Treasurer, 
signed  by  thirty-one  members,  asking  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  reintroduce  it,  and 
it  took  the  Cabinet  twelve  days  to  consider 
whether  it  should  be  introduced  again.  It  was 
reintroduced  on  the  15th  October,  and  it  passed 
the  second  reading  on  the  18th  October  by 
a  majority  of  fifteen — thirty-seven  for,  and 
twenty-two  against — and  it  did  not  get  to  the 
Committee  stage  until  within  one  week  before 
the  end  of  one  of  the  longest  sessions  on  record. 
I  think,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Bill  did 
wonderfully  well,  and  if  the  Premier  would 
bring  it  in  early  in  the  session  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  getting  it  through.  Bvery 
session  I  have  asked  questions  as  to  when 
they  intended  to  bring  the  Bill  down.  I  have 
always  been  met  by  the  reply  that  the  Qo- 
vernment were  considering  this  very  import- 
ant matter,  and  if  the  business  of  the  House 
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pennitted  U  they  would  deal  with  it ;  but  they 
never  dealt  with  it.  I  would  arse  the  Pre- 
mier not  to  throw  oold  water  on  the  proposal. 
He  should  bring  in  the  Bill  early.  There  is 
•one  thing  I  would  ask  him  most  particularly 
to  insert  in  the  Bill,  and  that  is  a  clause 
with  reference  to  the  Customs  duty  to  be  paid 
-on  the  machinery  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  beet-root  sugar.  I  find  that  ma- 
chinery for  meat-works,  dairies,  woollen-mills, 
and  agricultaral  purposes  are  admitted  at  5  per 
cent.,  and  any  one  would  have  supposed  that 
beet-root  sugar  machinery  would  have  been  ad- 
mitted at  the  same  rate,  but  I  am  informed 
that  such  is  not  the  case.  I  would  therefore 
ask  the  Premier  to  insert  a  clause  saying 
that  this  machinery  should  be  brought  in  free 
because  it  cannot  be  manufactured  in  the 
colony.  If  the  Premier  is  sincere  in  what  he 
lajB  he  will  do  so,  for  without  doing  that  this 
proposal  of  his  is  an  out-and-out,  an  utter 
sham,  for,  Sir,  it  is  estimated  it  will  cost 
about  £200,000  to  start  this  industry.  I  think 
it  is  fair  to  estimate  that  the  value  of  the 
machinery  will  be  at  least  £100,000,  and  the 
duty  on  this  machinery,  at  20  per  cent.,  would 
be  exactly  £20,000,  the  very  identical  sum  that 
the  Premier  means  to  offer  as  a  bonus.  I  ask 
honourable  members,  what  is  the  use  of  bring- 
ing down  such  a  measure  as  this — to  give 
£20,000  as  a  bonus  on  the  one  hand  and  charge 
£90,000  as  duty  on  the  machinery  for  starting 
it  on  the  other  ?  I  hope  the  Premier  is  sincere 
in  this  matter,  and  that  he  will  brin^  down  a 
Bill  at  an  early  period  and  give  it  a  fair  chance 
of  being  passed .  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  Native- land  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  has  been  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Suburbs,  I  think, 
this  evening.  There  is  one  clause  here  which 
I  will  quote  :~ 

"During  the  paat  financial  year  the  area 
acquired  was  385,000  acres.  The  Native  Land 
Court  now  sitting  at  Otorohanga  will,  during 
the  next  two  months,  define  the  interests  of 
the  Crown  in  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  blocks 
in  the  King-oountry,  the  purchase  of  which  has 
been  in  progress  for  the  last  two  years.  This 
will  open  up  for  immediate  settlement  an  area 
of  150,000  to  200,000  acres  of  territory,  over 
the  ^eater  portion  of  which  the  Queen's  writ 
practically  did  not  run  prior  to  the  Ballance 
Government  assuming  office." 

And  so  on.  What  does  it  mean  ?  Does  it 
mean  that  the  land  is  going  to  be  opened  at 
once  ?  I  have  heard  the  Premier  say  a  similar 
thing  about  three  or  four  years  ago,  and  still 
that  land  remains  locked  up.  I  only  hope  and 
tmst  it  is  in  the  Premier's  power  to  open  it,  for 
a  very  large  tract  of  country  is  kept  closed  up 
—land  eminently  suited  for  settlement  in  every 
^ottse  of  the  word.  This  portion  of  the  Budget 
seems  to  be  put  in  a  very  evasive  sort  of  way. 
It  is  said  that  this  Statement  is  the  production 
-of  the  Premier,  and  as  I  read  it  I  was  con- 
storaued  to  think  that  it  was  so.  In  the  last 
Finaocial  Statement  there  were  words  put  into 
the  Premier's  month  which  might  have  come 
from  the  mouth  of  the  honourable  member  for 


Waitemata,  more  particularly  the  description 
of  the  scenery  of  the  country.  But  this  is 
more  like  the  Premier's,  because  it  is  so  very 
lengthy,  and  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  means.  I  must 
say  that  it  is  a  disgrace,  so  far  as  my  elec- 
torate is  concerned,  to  leave  such  a  large 
block  of  valuable  land  lying  idle.  If  there 
had  been  free- trade  in  Native  land  that  country 
would  have  been  settled  long  ago,  with  advan- 
tage to  the  Natives  and  to  the  Europeans  also. 
It  is  no  party  question.  Ask  members  of  the 
House  who  are  supporters  of  the  Gk>vernment 
what  they  think  of  the  question  of  free-trade  in 
Native  land.  Ask  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  what  he  thinks  of  it ;  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden,  or  the  honour- 
able member  for  Manawatu,  and  even  the  Minis- 
ter representing  the  Native  race.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  that  this  land  would  be  taken  up  in 
large  blocks ;  but  if  the  Government  were  sincere 
they  could  easily  have  got  over  that  trouble  by 

S lacing  the  same  restrictions  on  the  land  as  they 
0  on  their  own  Crown  lands.  Since  I  have  been 
in  the  House  this  evening  I  have  by  chance 
opened  a  paper  from  Auckland,  in  which  there 
happens  to  be  a  letter  on  this  very  subject,  and 
with  your  permission  I  will  read  a  few  lines 
from  it.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  time  to  read 
the  whole  letter,  but  I  will  have  to  content  my- 
self with  reading  portions  of  it.  It  is  from  the 
New  Zealand  Herald,  of  the  23rd  October,  1897. 

"  If  the  public  could  only  grasp  the  ruinous 
state  of  affairs,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  would 
be  such  an  outcry  as  to  compel  steps  being 
taken  to  settle  the  country.  Just  look  at  it. 
Fifty  miles  of  railway,  not  earning  grease  for 
the  wheels,  running  through  600,000  acres  of 
unoccupied  Crown  lands.  What  a  position  I 
How  many  thousands  a  year  is  it  costing  us  in 
interest  alone,  to  say  nothing  of  the  indirect 
loss  in  production,  freight  for  the  railway,  and 
general  business  ? 

**  It  is  not  as  if  this  large  area  was  of  a  de- 
scription that  would  not  be  readily  settled.  I 
have  had  scores  of  interviews  with  persons 
anxious  to  take  up  sections  after  having  more 
or  less  thoroughly  inspected  it.  The  district  is 
not  an  agricultunal  one,  but  its  extensive  areas 
of  low-lying  limestone  and  "  papa  "  country 
will  make  one  of  the  finest  pastoral  districts  in 
the  colony,  and,  roads  or  no  roads,  if  it  was 
only  thrown  open  for  selection  in  fair-siaed 
blocks  there  would  be  such  a  rush  for  it  as  the 
Auckland  Province  has  never  seen." 

The  gentleman  writing  this  letter  signs  his 
name ;  it  is  J.  W.  Ellis,  of  Otorohanga.  I  know 
him  personally,  and  he  is  a  man  who  would  not 
in  the  slightest  exaggerate  the  position.  The 
Surveyor- General  bears  out  what  he  says.  He 
speaks  of  the  land  near  the  railway  as  being 
good,  and  I  agree  with  him.  I  have  ridden 
over  the  whole  country;  one  can  ride  for  a 
whole  day  and  not  see  an  acre  of  it  not  suit- 
able for  grazing.  Then  we  speak  about  land 
for  settlement  t  People  are  asking  for  land  to 
be  cut  up,  and  yet  here  is  a  district  of  good 
fertile  land  lying  useless — a  hot-bed  for  noxioui 
weeds,  getting  worse  year  after  year.    And  the 
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Government  hold  it  themflelves,  while  they  are 
catting  up  other  blocks  that  are  at  the  present 
time  being  cultivated  and  employing  labour. 
I  have  heard  it  said,  too,  that  people  want  land 
opened  for  settlement  near  their  present  abodes ; 
bat  I  look  upon  that  as  an  insulk  to  our  young 
colonials,  to  say  that  they  are  too  effeminate 
to  go  to  the  back-country  and  make  homes  for 
themselves.  Are  there  not  many  here  who,  in 
years  past,  travelled  many  thousands  of  miles 
to  carve  out  homes  for  themselves  ?  and  cannot 
our  young  colonials  do  the  same  ?  I  say.  Sir, 
they  can  make  homes  for  themselves  with 
much  greater  ease  than  we  did,  who  first 
settled  in  the  colony.  I  now  wish  to  say  a 
word  about  the  education  system.  The  CSolo- 
nial  Treasurer  in  the  Budget  says,  **  A  Bill 
will  be  submitted  to  you  to  establish  and 
endow  a  university  college  in  the  City  of  Wel- 
liagton."  I  must  congratulate  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  on  the  position  he  has  taken  up 
in  this  respect.  If  my  memory  serves  me 
aright  he  strongly  opposed  this  matter  last 
Parliament,  but  since  then  he  has  himself  be- 
come a  member  of  a  university,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  now  sees  the  advantage  of  it.  There 
is  another  clause  in  the  Statement  that  I 
would  like  to  read.    It  is  this : — 

"  The  House  will  be  asked  to  pass  a  Bill  ap- 
proving of  greater  encouragement  being  given 
to  the  technical  schools  throughout  (he  colony, 
and  providing  for  the  establishment  of  new 
Bchools." 

I  lately  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the 
technical  schools  in  Auckland  and  Wellington, 
and  any  one  who  has  had  that  pleasure  must 
be  very  much  struck  with  the  large  amount  of 

?:ood  they  are  doing.  I  have  no  time  to  go 
ally  into  the  matter  now,  but  I  may  say  this  : 
that  whatever  reasonable  scheme  the  Govern- 
ment bring  down  for  the  encouragement  of 
these  schools  will  have  my  hearty  support,  and 
I  hope  that  in  this  matter  the  Government 
will  see  that  the  country  schools  get  as  much 
benefit  as  it  is  possible  to  grant  them.  While  on 
the  education  system  I  want  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  general  system.  Our  educational  system 
is  national,  and  the  appointment  of  its  officers, 
I  think,  should  be  national  as  well.  Then  the 
Inspector  should  be  appointed  for  the  whole  of 
the  colony,  and  not  for  provinces.  It  has  been 
hinted  at  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the 
Inspectors  occasionally  left  one  district  and 
went  to  another ;  but  I  would  go  further  than 
that,  and  say  that  our  Inspectors  should  go 
round  the  whole  colony  as  required.  Another 
matter  is  the  salary  of  teachers.  I  maintain 
that  all  over  the  colony  the  salaries  of  teachers 
should  be  the  same  fordoing  similar  work.  It  is 
not  right  that  a  teacher  in  one  district  should 
get  a  certain  amount,  and  that  a  teacher  in 
ivnother  part  of  the  colony  doing  equal  work 
Bhould  get  a  lower  salary.  The  same  remark 
npplies  to  male  and  female  teachers.  If  a 
lemale  teacher  does  the  same  work  as  a  male 
she  is  entitled  to  the  same  salary.  One  word 
more  before  I  finish,  and  that  is  with  refer- 
ence to  the  teachers'  Court  of  Appeal.  Now, 
Sir,  I  would  urge  upon  the  Government  to 
Mr.  Lang 


introduce  an  amendment  of  this  Act  daring 
this  Parliament,  as  under  the  present  Act 
the  right  of  appeal  is  lost  in  the  case  of 
teachers  being  given  three  months'  notice 
of  dismissal.  That  is  altogether  contrary 
to  the  intention  of  the  framer  of  the  Act» 
and  altogether  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  House  when  they  passed  it ;  and  I 
hope  the  Gk>vemment  will  see  their  way  to- 
amend  this  during  the  present  Parliament.  I 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  Go- 
vernment advances  to  settlers,  as  that  haa 
been  brought  before  the  House  very  promi- 
nently during  this  debate.  For  my  part,  I 
have  always  opposed  that  scheme.  I  opposed 
it  in  1893  when  it  was  a  very  popular  thing  in 
the  country  districts,  and  wnen  it  was  spoken 
of  as  cheap  money  for  the  farmers.  I  looked 
upon  it  then  that  the  country  would  make 
a  loss  upon  it.  I  thought  so  then ;  and  I 
am  quite  sure  of  it  now.  I  have  had  many 
instances  brought  under  my  notice,  dozing, 
the  time  liiat  I  was  travelling  through  my 
electorate,  in  which  the  money  advanced 
upon  properties  was  more  than  they  were- 
worth,  and  sooner  or  later  they  will  come 
back  on  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Many 
members  of  the  House  have  told  us  the  same 
thing  has  occurred  in  their  districts.  That  is 
another  matter  I  would  point  oat  to  the 
Government.  Then,  interest  has  been  n^idly 
falling.  By  the  way,  this  department  has 
claimed  credit  for  bringixig  down  the  rate  of 
interest.  How  ridiculoas  it  is  to  suppoee  that 
the  lending- out  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
money  could  make  all  that  difference,  when- 
we  know  that  there  are  thirty  millions  out  on 
mortgage.  But  supposing  that  it  had  reduced 
interest,  it  surely  would  stop  at  5  per  cent. 
But  it  has  been  pointed  out  it  is  below  that 
now.  What  will  happen  when  money  has 
fallen  to  3^  per  cent,  or  even  to  4  percent.?' 
Mortgagors  will  naturally  transfer  their  ad- 
vances from  the  (Government  department  to 
private  people,  who  will  let  them  have  money  at 
3^  per  cent,  or  4  per  cent.  What  is  to  become 
ot  the  money  paid  back  to  the  (Government? 
They  cannot  possibly  lend  it  again,  because 
people  will  not  give  them  the  amount  of  interest 
they  are  charging.  Then  the  Government  will 
probably  seise  this  in  the  same  way  they  have 
the  sinking  funds.  Now,  every  session  the 
Government  have  enlarged  the  scope  of  this- 
Act.  Every  session  some  measure  has  been 
introduced  to  try  and  get  rid  of  this  money, 
but  up  till  the  present  time  they  have  not 
succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  all  of  it.  Now,  Sir, 
this  Government  advances  to  settlers  reminds 
me  of  the  parable  of  the  great  supper,  in  which 
the  master  of  the  house,  when  those  he  had 
invited  would  not  attend,  sent  his  servants  oat 
into  the  lanes  and  the  streets  to  bring  in  the 
poor,  the  maimed,  the  halt,  and  the  blind.  And 
after  all  this  was  done,  yet  there  was  room. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Government  in  the  first  place 
invited  the  settlers  to '  borrow,  but  they 
did  not  respond.  Then  they  employed  their 
servants  throughout  the  whole  colony  to 
try  and  urge  and   porsuade    the  settlers    to* 
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bonow,  and  yet  they  coald  not  get  the  money 
lent  out.  Then  they  advertised  in  every 
imaginflbble  way,  just  like  a  Cheap  Jack  would 
advertise  his  wares,  and  yet  they  could  not 
get  rid  of  the  money.  Then,  as  a  Iflkst  resource, 
tiiey  accepted  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  halt, 
and  the  blind  securities  that  no  one  else  in 
the  colony  would  take.  Now,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  told  us  a  story  of  a  very 
ungrateful  Conservative,  who  had  obtained  a 
lot  of  money  from  the  Government  Advances 
to  Settlers  Office  and  had  remained  a  Con- 
servative still.  Well,  this  man,  Sir,  accord- 
ing to  the  honourable  member,  I  suppose, 
ought  to  have  pocketed  his  honour  at  the  same 
time  as  he  did  the  money.  And,  I  think, 
holding  the  opinions  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace  does,  he  should  see  that  this  thing 
is  changed  and  remedied.  I  am  sorry  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  here,  because  I 
can  give  him  a  hint  how  this  should  be  done. 
As  I  have  said  before,  we  have  had  an  amend- 
ing Act  every  session,  and  in  all  probability  we 
will  have  one  again  this  session,  and  when  it 
comes  down  he  might  move  a  new  clause. 
I  would  suggest  a  new  clause  somewhat  on 
these  lines :  **  Nothing  shall  prevent  Conserva- 
tives applying  for  loans  under  this  Act ;  but 
they  will  have  to  change  their  political  opin- 
ions before  the  money  is  handed  over."  The 
Qovemment  have  had  the  power  of  borrowing 
a  million  and  a  half  more  than  they  have 
actually  done.  I  can  hardly  imagine  the  posi- 
tion: that  this  Liberal  Government,  which  is 
ever  ready  to  lay  its  hand  on  any  money  which 
comes  within  its  reach — and  sometimes  in  a 
questionable  way — I  can  hardly  imagine  that 
Uiey  can  have  power  to  borrow  a  million  and  a 
half  more  than  they  have  borrowed,  and  that 
they  should  not  do  so.  I  almost  wonder  that 
they  do  not  borrow  it  and  transfer  it  to  some 
other  account — ^possibly  to  swell  the  surplus, 
or  something  of  that  sort.  Now,  I  would  like 
to  say  a  few  words  about  party  government, 
and  also  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  or  the  House,  is  conducted. 
Ever  since  I  have  been  in  this  House,  and 
before  I  came  into  it,  I  have  been  opposed 
to  party  government,  and  the  more  I  see  of 
party  in  the  House  the  more  I  am  opposed  to 
it.  We  have  seen  instances  during  this  session. 
We  have  known  cases  of  members  who  have 
had  private  members'  Bills  before  the  House, 
and  when  the  question  arose  as  to  whether 
private  members'  days  should  be  done  away 
with,  we  have  seen  those  members  voting  for 
their  days  to  be  taken  away.  That  means  one 
of  two  things :  either  they  were  altogether  in- 
aincere  in  wishing  the  Bills  to  be  passed,  or 
they  gave  up  what  they  believed  to  be  for  the 
good  of  the  country  simply  for  party  purposes. 
Have  we  not  seen  in  the  House  many  cases 
when  a  Bill  is  in  Committee,  and  when  the 
division-bell  is  rung,  members  hurrying  to 
the  House;  and  they  are  guided  not  by 
whether  the  amendment  is  a  good  or  bad  one, 
but  by  the  individual  who  moves  it  ?  Have 
^e  not  known  cases  in  which  members  of  the 
'Opposition  have  asked  members  on  the  other 
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side  to  move  an  amendment  for  the  simple 
reason  that  if  it  is  moved  by  a  Gk>vernment 
supporter  it  has  more  chance  of  being  carried 
than  if  proposed  by  a  member  of  the  Opposi- 
tion ?  But,  worse  than  that :  we  see  members 
voting  against  what  they  know  to  be  right  and 
proper,  and  against  their  conscience.  Macaulay 
has,  in  a  very  able  manner,  stated  what  the 
effect  of  party  government  was  in  ancient 
Rome.  Ete  has  pointed  out  the  difference 
between  when  the  country  was  free  from  fac- 
tion, and,  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  was 
under  the  control  of  party,  and  was  used  by 
unscrupulous  persons  in  promoting  private 
interests  at  the  expense  of  public  good.  The 
words  of  Macaulay  in  reference  to  ancient 
Rome  apply  to  the  present  day.    He  says, — 

Then  none  was  for  a  party. 

Then  all  were  for  the  State ; 
The  great  man  helped  the  poor. 

And  the  poor  man  loved  the  great. 
Then  lands  were  fairly  portioned. 

Then  spoils  were  fairly  sold. 
The  Bomans  were  like  brothers 

In  the  brave  days  of  old. 

Now  Roman  is  to  Roman 

More  hateful  than  a  foe. 
And  the  Tribunes  beard  the  high, 

And  the  Fathers  grind  the  low. 
As  we  wax  hot  in  faction 

In  battle  we  wax  cold. 
Wherefore  men  fight  not  as  they  fought 

In  the  brave  days  of  old. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  business,  I  think  we  ought 
to  get  full  particulars  of  everything  that  takes 
place  in  the  way  of  administration.  We  ought 
to  get  particulars  of  tenders  accepted,  and 
whether  they  were  the  highest.  It  would  be 
exceedingly  interesting  to  know  the  amount 
expended  in  each  electorate ;  also,  the  appoint- 
ments mabde,  and  by  whom  recommended,  and 
from  what  electorate  the  people  came.  I  think, 
in  this  matter,  the  House  might  well  take  an 
example  from  the  way  our  local  bodies  conduct 
their  business.  Proceedings  take  place  in  this 
House  which  would  not  be  tolerated  on  a  local 
body.  Just  fancy.  Sir,  a  looal  body  accepting  a 
tender  and  not  giving  out  to  the  public  at  what 
price  the  tender  has  been  accepted  I  Just  fancy 
a  looal  body  not  letting  the  public  clearly 
understand  whether  it  had  an  overdraft  or  a 
credit  balance — whether  it  habd  a  surplus  or  a 
deficit.  The  accounts  of  local  bodies  are  open 
to  the  ratepayers,  but  we  do  not  find  that  so 
here,  for  members  of  the  House  find  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  getting  the  very  simplest 
return.  Then,  I  pass  on  to  a  matter  connected 
with  the  business  of  this  House :  it  refers  to 
Bills  circulated.  I  maintain,  as  I  mentioned 
before,  that  Bills  which  it  is  intended  should 
pass  ought  to  be  circulated  many  weeks  before 
the  House  meets.  We  have  had,  for  instance, 
this  session  the  Public  Schools  Bill,  which  was 
only  circulated  twelve  hours  before  it  came  on 
for  its  second  reading.  It  was  not  intended  to 
pass ;  but  we  have  had  Bills  of  equal  import- 
ance, which  were  not  only  intended  to  pass, 
but  which  have  passed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Public  Schools  BiU 
was  not  a  Government  Bill. 

Mr.  LAKQ. — I  am  aware  of  that.    I  am 
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Bpeakiog  of  Bills  genenblly.  I  did  not  blame 
the  GoTemment  in  that  case ;  but  local  Bills 
have  to  be  advertised,  and  so  ought  every  Bill, 
-whether  it  is  a  private  or  a  Government  Bill. 
Then,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  pro- 
gress of  the  colony.  That  is  mentioned  in  the 
Financial  Statement.  I  do  not  think  any  one 
denies  that  our  country  has  progressed.  Kot  in 
all  directions,  but  it  could  not  help  progressing. 
It  is  impossible  that  this  beautiful  and  fertile 
country  should  not  go  ahead  ;  but  I  maintain 
that  it  has  not  gone  aheabd  as  much  as  it  ought 
to  have  done,  and  that  the  fault  lies  with  the 
people  who  are  governing  it.  Let  me  give 
honourable  members  a  simile.  New  Zealand 
seems  to  me  like  a  good  property  that  is 
badly  farmed.  Any  farmer  knows  that  if 
there  is  a  really  good  piece  of  land  it  will 
produce  something ;  even  though  weeds  grow 
amongst  the  grass  aqd  crops  it  will  still  bring 
in  something,  notwithstanding  the  neglect. 
But  what  would  the  same  farm  do  under  a 
faithful  and  honest  manager?  So  it  is  with 
New  Zealand.  This  is  a  grand  country  and 
cannot  help  advancing,  but  if  we  had  a  good 
Government  its  progress  would  surprise  its 
most  ardent  admirers,  and,  instead  of  going  on 
at  its  present  snail-like  pace,  it  would  advance 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  I  see  I  have  not  much 
time,  and  I  must  pass  on  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
There  is  another  matter  I  wish  to  speak  about, 
and  that  is  with  reference  to  stoats  and  weasels. 
It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  estimates 
that  our  Rabbit  Department  is  very  costly.  It 
costs  about  £18,160  for  the  colony,  and  it  is 
very  costly  in  more  ways  than  one.  Not  only 
do  we  pay  this  large  amount  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  rabbits,  but  we  are  encouraging  the 
breeding  of  animals  which  destroy  poultry  also. 
It  wflks  only  the  other  day  it  wm  men- 
tioned in  the  House  that  fifty  heabd  of 
poultry  belonging  to  a  settler  near  Auckland 
had  been  killed  in  one  night.  During  last  Par- 
liament I  urged  upon  the  Government  to 
remove  the  penalties  for  killing  stoats  and 
weasels  in  districts  where  rabbits  are  no  trouble. 
I  am  willing  to  admit  there  are  many  districts 
down  South  where  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
the  rabbits  should  be  kept  in  check.  I  do  not 
want  to  interfere  with  them;  but  I  maintain 
that  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  where  rabbits 
are  proved  to  oe  no  nuisance  these  pests,  at  any 
rate,  should  be  kept  down.  We  have,  according 
to  the  estimates,  in  the  Auckland  District,  a 
Babbit  Agent  with  a  salary  of  £160  a  year,  and 
the  sum  for  the  destruction  of  rabbits,  et  cetera, 
is  £1,600,  making  £1,760  in  all.  Now,  I  do  not 
want  any  man  to  lose  his  billet,  but  I  would 
suggest  that  this  particular  Rabbit  Agent's 
occupation  should  be  changed,  and  that  he 
should  be  called  a  Stoats  and  Weasels  Agent, 
.o  Q  Instead  of  destroying  rabbits  he  might 
be  employed  in  destroying  stoats  and 
weasels ;  and,  as  far  as  the  £1,600  is  concerned, 
if  a  very  small  portion  of  that  sum  was  spent 
in  giving  so  much  per  head  for  catching  the 
stoats  and  weasels,  and  exporting  them  to 
other  parts  where  they  are  more  wanted,  a 
large  amount  of  good  would  be  done.  With 
Mr,  Lang 


regard  to  the  game-laws,  the  stoats  and  weasels 
are  fast  destroying  our  game,  and  I  hope  befaea 
all  the  game  is  destroyed  the  Government  will 
amend  the  game-laws  so  as  to  give  the  farmezi, 
who  are  put  to  much  expense  in  raising  the 
game,  some  opportunity  of  shooting  it.  At 
present  if  a  man  once  shoots  on  his  farm  he 
cannot  give  permission  to  any  one  else  to 
shoot  on  it.  Take  the  case  of  a  man  who  has 
a  son  at  school.  If  he  goes  out  shooting  on 
his  farm  for  one  day  his  son  cannot  go  out 
when  he  comes  home  for  his  holidays  without 
tckking  out  a  license.  Considering  the  expense 
the  farmer  is  put  to  in  raising  food  for 
game,  I  think  his  family  might  be  allowed 
to  shoot  on  his  own  farm.  I  indorse  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki  in  reference  to  slaughtering  of  cattle 
by  Inspectors.  The  Government  should  bear 
the  expense ;  it  is  very  hard  that  a  struggling 
settler  should  have  his  cattle  destroyed  and  no 
compensation  given ;  the  colony  is  far  better 
able  to  bear  the  expense  than  the  settler.  Tbe 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar)  said  that  the  electors  knew  in  1893  thai 
the  Government  intended  to  borrow,  and  gave 
the  instance  of  the  Government  advances  to 
settlers,  et  cetera.  He  forgets  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry  and  the  Gover'^ment  sup- 
porters a  year  afterwards  denied  thfti  they  were 
borrowers  or  intended  to  borrow.  He,  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  admitted 
they  had  borrowed  in  the  past,  and  must  b^ 
future.  I  agree  with  him  that  they  have  bor- 
rowed and  must  borrow ;  but  when  he  finished 
by  saying  that  they  were  carrying  out  the 
policy  of  Mr.  Bal lance,  I  quite  disagree  with 
him,  for  the  Ballance  Government,  we  have 
heard  time  and  again — and  the  pages  of  Eon- 
sard  are  full  of  it — was  a  non-borrowing  and 
self-reliant  Government.  With  regard  to  the 
conferences,  one  honourable  member  said  they 
had  come  to  nothing.  If  they  had  only 
stopped  at  bocbsting  and  banquetting  I  would 
not  have  any  objection  to  find,  but  when  there 
is  a  sum  attached  of  about  £2,500  it  is  a  very 
serious  matter.  I  refer  particularly  to  the 
Australian  conference,  and  the  sum  of  £518; 
it  was  not  authorised  by  Parliament,  and 
ought  not  to  have  been  incurred.  As  to  the- 
expenses  of  the  Premier's  trip  Home,  I  have- 
nothing  to  say,  more  than  this :  We  gave 
him  a  free  hand,  and  he  has  certainly  taken  it. 
Figuratively  speaking,  we  gave  him  his  head, 
and  he  has  taken  the  bit  between  his  teeth  and 
bolted.  We  cannot  dispute  it  now,  bat  it  ought 
to  be  a  warning  to  us  in  future  not  to  trust  a 
democrat  with  the  people's  money.  Then,  an 
alteration  in  the  Licensing  Act  is  needed. 
The  expense  that  local  bodies  are  put  to  in  the 
elections  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  money 
they  have  to  spend  on  roads.  It  is  a  difficult 
matter  for  them  to  keep  their  roads  in  order* 
and  these  licensing  elections  encroach  greatly 
on  the  money  at  their  disposal  for  that  purpose. 
The  election  should  also  be  on  a  different  day 
from  the  general  election.  With  regard  to  the 
appointments  to  the  Upper  House :  so  far  as- 
those  honourable  gentlemen  are  concerned,  L 
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have  no  penonal  objeotion  to  them  ;  they  are 
personal  friends  of  mine,  and  I  am  glad  to  see 
them  there.    But  I    look    upon   it    as   alto* 
gether  wrong  that  a  Gtovemment,  who  boast 
they  are  a  Government  for  the    people    and 
by  the   people,   should  place    in    the   Upper 
Chamber  those  who  are  rejected  by  the  people. 
But  for  my  part  I  do  not  disapprove  of  ap- 
pointing defeated  candidates    to    the    Upper 
House.    I  maintain  that  many  of  our  best  men 
4iave  been  defeated  simply  because  they  have 
had  the  courage  of  their  opinions  and  have  not 
followed  the  popular  cry  of  the  hour,  and  they 
would  be  ornaments  to  the  Upper  Chamber. 
It  is  not  on  that  ground  I  object.    I  would  like 
to  say  that  among  the  members  of  the  (Govern- 
ment party  who  were  defeated  was   one  man 
whom  I  think  ought  to  have  been  considered, 
and  who  was  looked  upon  as  a  statesman  in 
this  House — I  refer  to  the  late  member  for 
Selwyn,  Mr.  Saunders.    I  think  if  the  Govem- 
ment  had  called  him  to  the  Upper  House  they 
would  never  have  heard  any  of  the  disapproval 
which  has  been  expressed  in  regard  to  their 
recent  appointments.    I  wished,  Sir,  to  have 
said  something  about  the  time-limit,  but  I  see- 
yoa  are  looking  at  your  clock. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— Time  is  up. 
Mr.  McGOWAN. — Sir,  there  is  no  good  mea- 
sure or  good  rule  but  what  has  its  drawbacks, 
and  I   believe   tbe  time-limit  is  one  of  these 
good  rules  that  has  also  its  drawback.    The 
drawback  is  that  honourable  members  seem  to 
think  that  it  is  necessary  they  ought  to  take  up 
a  full  hour,  and  by  using  all  sorts  of  padding 
and  repetition  it  is  taken  up.    During  the  last 
few  days  I  confess  I  have  listened  to  an  amount 
of  talking — certainly  not  criticism — both  upon 
the  Address  in  Reply  and  upon  the  Financial 
Statement ;  and,  Sir,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
so-called  criticism  has  been'  remarks  made  by 
honourable  gentlemen,  and  very  often  repeated 
by  honourable  gentlemen  who  followed.     Now, 
Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  is  either  wise  or  to  the 
advantage  of  the  country,  though  it  may  please 
some  of  their  constituents  to  see  that  their 
members  may  be  speaking  upon  a  subject  that 
Aeir  remarks  very  often  prove  they  have  not 
grasped.    The  main  speeches  which  have  dealt 
with   the  question  have  been  those  delivered 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
^Sir  B.  Stout)  and  a  very  few  others,  and 
to  mj  mind  they  have  to  some  extent  dealt 
with  the  general  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment instead  of  with  the  Statement.    And, 
Sir,  coming  to  the  point — the  general  policy  of 
the  Government,  and  the  progress  of  the  coun- 
try under  that  policy — 1  think  this  (Govern- 
ment can  fairly  lay  claim  not  only  to  a  great 
share  in  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  but  also 
can  lay  claim  to  having  the  colony  in  a  sound 
financial  position.     Will  members  on  either 
side   of   the  House   say  that   is  not   a  good 
tiling  ?    But  we  may  be  told  they  are  in  a  good 
position  through  the  consolidated  revenue  and 
tfirough  the  Customs  tariff.    We  will  come  to 
tiiat  later  on.     I  wish  to  premise  what  I  am 
going  to.  sav,  that  I  wish  to  avoid  repeating  I 
what  has  already  been  said  before,  —  at  any  | 


rate,  as  much  as  possible,  —  and  I  will  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  long.    Takdng 
the  past  year,  we  find  that  from  the   Cus- 
toms revenue,  the  land-tax,  and  other  sources 
there  is  a  grand  total  of  £840,000  of  surplus. 
This,  Sir,  is  an  amount  I  think  the  colony 
has  a  right  to  be  proud  of,  and  the  people 
of  the  colony   have  a  right  to  be  proud  of, 
and  have  aright  to  be  proud  of  the  Government 
who  have  placed  the  colony  in  that  position. 
If  we  go  a  tittle  further  and  add  the  concessions 
which  might  fairly  be  added  if  the  Govern- 
ment is  anxious  to  show  a  large  surplus  or  the 
benefits  they  have  endeavoured  to  place  before 
the  people,  they  should  also,  I  think,  with 
considerable  fairness,  add  the  concessions  mads 
in  the  different  directions.    For  instance,  there 
have  been  concessions  amounting  to  consider- . 
ably  over  £60,0(X)  made  in  connection  with  the 
railways  by  the  reductions  of  tbe  tariff  charges. 
That  woald  brins  the  surplus  to  over  £400,000 ; 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  pursue  this.    I  only  men- 
tion these  facts  so  that  the  country,  as  they  have 
heard  the  different  sides  of  the  case,  may  also 
hear  this  and  consider  it.    There  is  also  one 
measure    that    some    people,    when    it    v?as 
first  introduced,  pooh-poohed  very  considerably 
— and   even    now   are   not  prepared   to    look 
upon  very  kindly.     I  refer  to  the  New  Zea- 
land Consols  Act.     I  confess  I  have  always 
looked  with  special  favour  upon  that  particu- 
lar Act,  and,  although  there  is  not  a  very  large 
sum  of  money  deposited,  the  attempt  is  in  tns 
right  direction,  and  I  think  it  should  be  a 
pleasure  to   every  member  in  this  House  to 
be  able  to  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  will  be  able  to  pur- 
chase their  own  debt  and  hold  their  own  deben- 
tures.   It  is  within  the  bounds  of  reason,  and  I 
think  that  such  a  time  may  come,  especially  as 
we  see  the  rate  of  interest  on  money  being  re- 
duced, when  New  Zealand  will  be  able  to  carrv 
her  own  debt — that  is,  that  her  own  citizens  will 
be  receiving  the  interest  upon  the  moneys  owing 
instead  of  this  interest  going  annually  out  of 
the  colony  from  the  proceeds  of  the  settlers. 
Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  quoted 
the  policy  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  to  try  and 
show  that  the  present  Government  had  departed 
from  that  policy  as  regards  borrowing ;  but,  of 
course,  it  did  not  suit  that  honourable  gentle- 
man to  refer  to  the  amount  of  money  that  was 
accruing  then  from  the  sinking  funds    that 
Mr.  Ballance  would  in  the  ordinary  course'of 
things  have  at  his  disposal  for  carrying  on  the 
public  works.    I  think  that  statement  has  been 
well  and  clearly  answered  by  the  honourable 
member   for  EUesmere,  so    that  I  shall   not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  longer  on  that 
subject.      Sir,  we  know  the*  tirade  that  has 
come  from  the  members  of    the  Opposition 
against  the  Government  for  in  any  case  using 
the  sinking  funds ;  but  we  all  know  this  kind 
of  thing  has  been  done  not  only  by  different 
Governments,  but  it  is  considered  even  by  those 
who  are  held  to  be  good  financial  authorities 
that  a  colony  borrowing  should  not  provide 
sinking  funds,  and  that  it  would,  in  fact,  be 
an  unwise  policy  to  do   so  while    they  are 
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borrowing;  and  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  on  that  side  of  the  oase.  The 
same  honourable  gentleman,  I  think,  twitted 
the  Premier  with  a  want  of  originality  in  this 
Financial  Statement ;  bufe,  Sir,  in  a  Financial 
Statement  where  each  year  there  has  been  a 
BorpluB  we  cannot  expect  much  change,  be- 
cause the  position  has  remained  unchanged 
from  year  to  year  during  the  last  few  years, 
and  to  expect  that  the  Financial  Statement 
would  read  like  a  popular  novel  is,  I  think, 
rather  too  much.  There  is  one  important 
thing  to  which  some  attention  ought  to  be 
given,  and  that  is  the  amount  of  public  works 
carried  on  by  the  present  Government  during 
the  last  six  years  without  going  to  the  English 
market  to  float  a  loan.  This  is  the  first  case 
of  a  Government  having  carried  on  its  public 
works  for  so  long  a  time  without  going  to  the 
London  market,  and  I  think  this  Government 
deserve  very  great  credit  for  having  been  able  to 
do  so.  There  is  one  more  matter  in  connection 
vnth  the  sinking  funds  before  I  leave  it  alto- 
gether. I  must  say  this:  that  I  think  it  is 
wise  that  the  Government  should  take  some 
action  with  reference  to  the  sinking  funds  of 
the  local  bodies  in  connection  with  their  loans, 
because  I  think  these  stand  in  a  different 
position  from  the  loans  raised  by  the  colony 
generally.  For  the  [sake  of  the  local  bodies, 
I  think  their  sinking  funds  should  be  to  some 
extent  protected,  though  it  is  perfectly  right 
and  legal  under  the  present  law  to  use  them. 
I  really  think  the  House  should  adopt  some 
means  of  guarding  the  sinking  funds  in  con- 
nection with  the  local  bodies'  loans.  But 
the  peculiarity  of  the  speeches  of  the  Opposi- 
tion is  that  on  the  one  heuid  they  are  charging 
the  Government  with  spending,  and  on  the 
other  hand  they  are  asking  them  to  spend; 
so  that  there  seems  to  be  very  little  logical 
seqnence  in  their  style  of  criticism.  Then,  Sir, 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  said  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Statement,  and  he 
at  once  proceeded  to  discuss  it  at  very  great 
length  for  his  full  hour.  And  this  is  the  State- 
ment which  he  says  contains  nothing.  Just 
look  at  some  of  the  speeches  we  have  heard 
to-night.  They  were  very  pleasant,  very  enter- 
taining, no  doubt ;  but  at  the  same  time  they 
entirely  overlooked  the  fact  that  here  is  the 
Financial  Statement,  placing  the  true  finan- 
cial position  of  the  colony  before  the  country, 
and  honourable  members  refuse  to  discuss  it. 
Why  do  they  refuse  to  discuss  it?  Because 
they  know  that  when  the  Financial  Statement 
goes  to  the  country  the  people  will  receive  it, 
and  say  that  the  Government  at  present  in 

Sower  bflks  been  doing  the  best  it  is  possible  to 
0  for  the  colony-^in  many  cases  enlarging  the 
commerce  in  the  direction  of  supporting  the 
industries  of  the  colony,  and  especially  the  agri- 
cultural industry,  without  landing  us  in  debt 
or  adding  to  our  indebtedness  by  way  of  loan. 
Another  question  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  referred  to  was  the  surplus  that 
appears  in  the  Statement.  He  said  that  this 
sarplus  arose  from  the  increased  taxation 
through  the  alteration  in  the  tariff.  Of  course, 
Mr.  McOowan  • 


it  shows  clearly  that  that  is  not  so ;  and  I  will 
point  out  a  little  further  that,  instead  of  it 
beuag  so,  the  workers  of  New  Zealand  ware 
relieved  to  the  extent  of  over  £30,000  by  that 
tariff.  The  position  was  this :  The  increase  in 
the  total  revenue  was  caused  by  the  increased 
purchasing-power  of  the  people,  titnd  by  the 
alterations  which  took  place  in  1895,  when  the 
duties  payable  on  the  necessaries,  or  goods  used 
by  the  working-classes,  were  reduced,  and  in- 
creased upon  the  class  of  goods  used  by  those 
who  might  be  called  the  affluent  or  weU- 
to-do  middle  class,  and  to  that  extent  this 
Government  hflks  benefited  not  only  the  worker^ 
but  the  settler.  Many  of  the  things  the 
settler  needs  comes  in  free  of  duty,  and  in 
this  way  the  Government  have  done  what  no 
previous  Government  have  done  to  assist  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  country.  Now,  Sir,  there 
is  another  question,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
there  is  not  enough  said  about  it  in  the  State- 
ment. I  want  the  House  to  listen  to  me, 
because  at  some  future  time  I  may  wish 
honourable  members'  assistance  in  supporting, 
the  industry  I  refer  to— the  mining  industry. 
I  do  not  think  honourable  members — and  cer- 
tainly the  public — are  aware  of  what  is  oar 
position  in  reference  to  gold-mining.  Since  we 
discovered  gold  in  New  Zealand  we  have  ex- 
ported over  fifty- two  million  pounds'  worth. 
That  is  something.  And  the  amount  of  capital 
that  has  been  paid  up  by  mining  companies 
has  been  £1,559,226.  Bear  in  mind  this  fact : 
that  the  gold-mining  industry  has  exported 
over  a  million  and  a  quarter  pounds'  worth  of 
gold  per  annum  during  the  last  forty  yeais. 
That  is  the  position  as  to  what  we  have  done 
for  the  colonv,  and  I  say  we  ought  to  remember 
it.  It  may  be  said,  and  has  often  been  said, 
by  those  who  doubt  the  gold-mining  industry 
paying,  that  we  have  not  ae  much  to  show  as 
we  ought  to  have.  I  should  like  to  repeat  that 
the  amount  of  capital  paid  up  in  mining  com- 
panies has  been  £1,559,226.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  this  represents  anything  like  all  the 
money  that  has  been  spent  in  the  production 
of  gold  or  put  into  mines,  because,  wherever 
there  is  alluvial  mining,  where  the  men  them* 
selves  produce,  that  hflks  to  be  taken  into 
account.  I  am  referring  in  this  case  to  the 
actual  paid-up  cash  capital  of  the  mining  com- 
panies in  New  Zealand — not  the  nominal 
capital,  remember.  We  have  hebd  this  produc- 
tion from  it,  and  also  from  the  working-men 
who  have  been  producing  on  the  alluvial  fields^ 
From  these  two  sources  we  have  exported 
that  value  of  gold,  without  reference  to  what 
is  used  in  ornaments,  and  so  on.  As  to  the 
earnings  of  the  miner,  what  do  we  find  ?  That 
the  average  earnings  per  man  is  £88  pet 
annum.  That  is  a  production  per  man  that 
we  do  not  find  in  connection  with  any  other 
industry,  and  hence  the  importance  attaching 
to  this  industry  which  it  has  not  hitherto^ 
received;  and  when  the  Minister  of  Mines 
makes  his  Statement  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
explain  the  industry  more  fully  than  I  can 
attempt  to  do  in  the  short  time  that  I  intend 
to  take  up.     There    has   been    through  th» 
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miniDg  indosiiy  an  impetus  given  to  settle- 
ment.     Portions    of   this   oolony    have    been 
ooionised    simply  by  the    discovery    of   gold, 
lands  are  occupied  by  comfortable,  well-to-do 
■ettleis  which  would  not  be  occupied  but  for 
the  discovery  of  gold.    The  oolony  should  re- 
member this,  and  should  not  so  niggardly  deal 
with  the  subject  as  it  sometimes  is  dealt  with 
when  we  asi  for  concessions  towards  helping 
on  that  industry.    Then,  again,  the  gold-miner 
is  a  particularly  useful  individual  to  the  whole 
community.    First  of  all,  because  he  is  a  con- 
sumer of  tJie  produce  of  the  farmer,  and  con- 
sumes all  dutiable  goods.    The  whole  of  his 
production  is  exported,  and  the  land  which  the 
gold-miner  takes  up  is  paid  for  at  a  rate  per 
annum   in  excess  of  what  the  fee-simple  is 
worth ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  he  is  taxed  by 
his  miner's  right  before  he  is  allowed  to  exer- 
cise his  calling.    AU  these  things  bear  heavily 
on  this  particular  industry.    Another  matter 
which  I  have  asked  the  Minister  to  take  action 
in  is  this :  A  good  deal  has  been  said  about 
technical    education.     Now,    if  there  is  one 
course  in  which  technical  education  can  be  of 
Almost  immediate  benefit  it    is    in   properly 
equipping  the  schools  of  mines  in  the  colony. 
We  have  one  in  Dunedin,  and  another  at  the 
llj^ames,  which  are  fairly  well  equipped  and 
doing   good    work.     But  there  are  other  dis- 
tricts at    a   considerable    distance    from    the 
main  central  school,  and  these  districts  have 
subscribed  and  put  up  buildings,  but  it  is  too 
far  to  ask  a  man  to  go  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 
miles  to  attend  classes  at  a  school  of  mines  and 
attend  to  his  work  as  well ;  but  by  providing  a 
teacher  for  the  outlying  districts,  then  some 
good,  I  think,  could  be  done  in  that  direction. 
And  that  would  be  true  technical  education. 
While  speaking  upon  this  mining  question,  I 
might  refer  to  what  hea  been  said  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Premier's  connection  with  a  certain 
Bpidicate  or  company.    Now,  what  is  the  posi- 
tion?   I  would  like  to  put  it  shortly:   If  no 
member  of  the  Government  is  to  be  concerned 
in  anything   respecting  which   legislation  is 
passed  in  this  House,  then  I  say  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  get  gentlemen  in  New  Zealand  to  occupy 
those  benches  under   such  conditions.    Sup- 
posing we  have  a  wealthy  individual  who,  as 
ur  as  we  can  see,  is  engaged  in  no  active 
employment,  and  is   not   actively  connected 
wiui   any  business:    what    is    the    position? 
He  is  interested  in  the  question  of  the  interest 
which  he  derives  for  his  money ;  and  we  have 
Bills  coming  before  us  dealing  with  that  very 
question.   It  is  the  same  thing  if  he  is  a  farmer 
fa  a  settler.    We  have  Bills  brought  before  this 
House  affecting   the  farming  industry  also; 
and   the    argument,    if    it    is    to    have   any 
weight  at  all,  must  have  the  same  force  with 
regard  to  one  industry  as  to  another.    The 
ouy  argument  that  appears  to  have  any  weight 
at  all  is  this — ^and  I  think  it  is  better  to  look 
at  these  things  fairly  and  squarely — the  finding 
fault  with  members  of  the  Government  for 
becoming  concerned  in  companies  after  they 
have  taken  the  position  of  Ministers  of  the 
Crown.    But,  Sir,  to  follow  up  the  argument. 


the  position  would  be  just  the  same  in  the 
case  of  the  moneyed  gentleman.  He  would 
not  be  allowed  to  lend  any  more  money  out 
at  interest.  Or,  take  the  case  of  a  gentle- 
man who  owns  houses,  who  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  a  seat  on  these  benches :  he  would 
not  be  allowed  to  purchase  any  more  houses ; 
and  the  same  thing  applies  to  land,  so 
that  the  argument  would  nold  equally  good  in 
this  particular  case.  I  think  that,  seeing  it  is 
not  possible  to  get  men  in  this  country— or,, 
indeed,  in  any  other  country — under  the  con- 
dition sought  to  be  imposed,  we  ought  to  take 
things  as  Uiey  are ;  but  whenever  we  find  that 
any  member  on  those  benches  uses  his  position 
to  aggrandise  himself,  or  sacrifices  the  interests 
of  the  colony  in  any  way,  then  I  think  we 
should,  at  any  rate,  turn  him  out  at  once ;  and  I 
think  it  is  time  enough  for  us  to  do  that  when  we 
see  some  indication  in  that  direction.  Now,  I 
wish  to  say  that,  making  a  fair  comparison., 
without  prejudice— and  there  are  many  honour- 
able members  who  are  quite  prepared  to  do  that 
— it  will  be  seen  that  the  state  of  the  country 
with  reference  to  land -settlement,  mining 
legislation,  railway  management,  public  works, 
or  with  reference  to  the  unemployed  is  much 
better  than  it  has  ever  been  heretofore.  We 
have  not  the  same  number  of  unemployed  call- 
ing out  year  after  year  for  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence that  we  had  a  few  years  ago ;  and  thia 
to  a  very  great  extent— I  do  not  say  altogether 
— must  be  attributed  to  some  of  the  lawa 
passed  by  this  House — laws  that  have  been 
placed  on  the  statute-book  and  will  never  be 
effaced.  These  laws  may  be  improved  further 
and  further,  and  so  benefit  the  great  mass  of 
the  people,  and  I  think  this  should  be  the  aim 
of  the  Liberal  party  in  this  House.  I  have  no 
doubt  gentlemen  opposite  are  also  anxious  to 
see  this  good  work  carried  on;  and,  while 
they  may  criticize  these  matters  fairly  and 
squarely,  when  it  comes  to  measures  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  mass  of  the  people  we  will 
find  many  of  them  supporting  these  mea- 
sures. I  was  quite  amused  to  hear  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  referring 
to  the  padding  of  the  Statement.  Now,  if  there 
is  any  gentleman  in  this  House  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  methods  of  padding  it  is 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself.  I  hope, 
12  SO  ^^'*  ^^^  Government  will  continue  on 
the  lines  on  which  they  are  now  going. 
In  some  cases  I  think  they  do  not  go  fast 
enough,  and  that  may  be  the  opinion  of  others 
who  have  a  desire  to  see  measures  proceeding 
more  rapidly  than  they  do;  but  for  myself  I 
may  say  that,  when  I  find  the  Government 
pursuing  their  present  course,  I  think  the 
country  will  support  the  position  taken  up  by 
members  on  this  side  of  (he  House  in  sup- 
porting them.  I  have  no  doubt.  Sir,  that, 
although  we  may  have  lost  time  in  this 
discussion,  we  shall  soon  come  to  the  business 
of  the  oountrv  and  consideration  of  the  mea- 
sures foreshadowed  in  the  Budget. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty -eight 
minutes  to  one  o'clock  a.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  27th  October,  1897. 


Pint  BeftdlDgB  —  Applications  for  Appointments- 
**  Tatanekai  "—Apprenticeship  of  Native  Boys— 
Civil  List  —  Permanent  Artillery  —  Financial 
Statement.       

Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Fisheries  Encouragement  Bill,  Slaughtering 
and  Inspection  Bill. 

APPIilOATIONS  FOR  APPOINTMENTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing — (1)  The  number  of  applica- 
tions received  during  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March,  1897,  for  employment  in  (a)  the  Rail- 
way Service,  (6)  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, (c)  the  Defence  Department;  (2)  the 
number  of  appointments  made ;  and  (8)  the 
number  of  applications  now  on  the  books. 

"  TUTANEKAI." 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CROWTHER,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing  the  prime  cost  of  the  steamer 
"  Tutanekai,"  including  wear-and-tear  on  the 
journey  out ;  also  cost  of  coals,  wages,  and  all 
other  expenses  incurred  prior  to  her  arrival  in 
Wellington  Harbour. 

APPRENTICESHIP  OF  NATIVE  BOYS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HERE,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  the  working  of  the  Government  system 
of  apprenticeship  of  Native  boys  to  trades,  and 
the  number  of  boys  apprenticed  to  trades  since 
the  inauguration  of  such  system. 

CIVIL  LIST. 
Ou  the  motion  of  Mr.  PIRANI,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
giving  in  detail  the  expenditure  under  the  head- 
ing ''  Civil  List :  For  Native  purposes,  £6,848." 

PERMANENT  ARTILLERY. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KELLY,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing~(l)  The  number  of  men  appointed  to 
the  Permanent  Artillery  from  the  1st  January, 
1890,  to  the  1st  January,  1897,  both  dates  in- 
clusive ;  ^2)  the  districts  in  which  such  persons 
were  resiaing  at  the  date  of  their  appointment ; 
(S)  the  names  of  persons  transferred  from  the 
Permanent  Artillery  to  the  Police  Force  during 
the  above-mentioned  period ;  also  length  of 
service  previous  to  their  transfer  to  the  PoHoe 
Force. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Sir,  in  rising  at  this  stage  of 
the  debate  to  speak  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment I  suppose  I  shall  be  accused  by  members 


on  the  other  side  of  the  House  of  a  desire  lo 
waste  time. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— No,  no. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Well,  the  acousaiion  is  im- 
material to  me,  for  I  am  not  responsiUe  to 
members  for  anything  I  do  in  this  Hoose.'  I 
am  responsible  to  those  who  sent  me  here,  and 
I  am  prepared  to  answer  to  them  for  anythiiig 
I  do.  So  far  as  the  aocnsation  of  wasting  time 
lodged  against  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  is  concerned,  we  have  had  evidenoa 
during  the  last  few  minutes  that  the  time 
which  the  Government  members  have  aoonsed 
us  of  wasting  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  meiy 
profitably  spent,  and  that  our  efforts  in 
the  past  have  been  attended  with  more  or 
less  success.  I  have  to  congratulate  the  Pre- 
mier on  the  more  reasonable  frame  of  mind 
in  which  he  is  to  be  found  at  the  present 
moment,  and  I  trust  he  will  be  still  man 
reasonable  in  the  immediate  future.  I  may 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Govern- 
ment for  furnishing  the  return  moved  fot 
by  myself.  I  think  the  senior  member  foe 
Wellington  City  and  others  who  share  my 
opinion  respecting  the  desirability  of  furnishing 
that  return  will  find  figures  which  will  be  of 
material  use  to  the  House  and  also  to  Minister! 
in  their  endeavours  to  check  the  stream  at 
applications  which  is  continually  flowing  on 
members  who,  like  myself,  represent  city  con- 
stituencies; and  if  the  figures  in  that  return 
will  serve  to  convince  people  of  the  hopeless- 
ness of  any  one  expecting  employment  in  the 
Government  service  I  shall  be  just  as  well 
pleased  as  any  other  member.  It  will  be 
plain  to  these  applicants  that  there  are  very 
many  applications  already  in  the  books,  and 
the  result,  I  hope,  will  tend  to  an  alteration  of 
the  system  whereby  applicants  come  to  mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  have  their  requests  sup- 
ported. Although  I  am  going  to  speak  on  tne 
Financial  Statement  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into 
figures.  I  recognise  that  we  have  a  duty  to 
perform  to  those  outside  this  House,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  those  unfortunate  people  who  have 
read  the  speeches  of  the  previous  speakers  and 
,have  followed  their  arguments  must  by  this 
time  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  mental  fog  that 
no  effort  of  mine  would  disperse,  and  that  no 
effort  of  mine  shall  tend  to  increase.  The 
Financial  Statement  covers  such  a  wide  soope 
that  I  might  speak  on  almost  any  subject 
under  Heaven  and  still  claim  that  I  was 
speaking  on  the  subject  before  the  House. 
I  wish,  however,  to  deal  with  two  matters  of 
interest  to  the  electors  of  Christohoroh  and 
the  surrounding  districts — the  land-for-setUe- 
ments  policy  of  the  Government,  as  adminis- 
tered m  the  vicinity  of  Christohurch,  and 
the  working  of  the  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration Act.  I  am  not  going  into  the  geneal 
question  of  land  for  settlements,  becanse  that 
has  been  fully  ventilated  by  honourable  mem- 
bers who  have  preceded  me ;  but  I  am  going  to 
take,  as  the  text  of  the  few  remarks  I  propoee 
to  make,  a  statement  of  the  Premier,  whioh 
is  to  be  found  on  page  18  of  the  Budget,  as 
follows: — 
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**  The  only  failure  is  the  Wharenui  Hamlet, 
neu  Obristohorch,  purchased  at  a  high  prioe, 
and  intended  for  workmen's  homes,  but  which 
hiied  to  attract  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was 
designed." 

I  propose  to  tell  my  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  of  Lands  why  it  was  that  this  failure 
took  place,  and  I  hope  he  will  believe  me  when 
I  say  that  I  am  speaking  not  as  a  member  of 
the  Opposition,  but  ea  a  member  of  the  House, 
snd  that  I  am  just  as  anxious  as  he  that 
niocess  should  attend  similar  operations  in 
fotuie.  I  would  draw  the  Premier's  attention 
to  this  fact :  He  says,  "The  only  failure  is  the 
Wharenui  Hamlet,  near  Ghristchuroh,  pur- 
obased  at  a  high  price" — from  the  Premier 
himself,  or  from  the  Premier  ea  a  member  of  the 
Assets  Realisation  Board.  That,  I  think,  is  one 
ftigument  which  can  be  urged  by  those  who 
nrge  that  the  Premier  should  not  occupy  a 
position  on  each  Boards,  because  here  we  have 
an  instance  of  a  case  in  which  the  interests 
of  the  colony  are  sacrificed  to  the  interests 
of  the  Realisation  Board.  It  is  an  estate  of 
seventy-three  acres,  and  it  was  purchased  from 
the  Board  at  £65  an  acre,  representing  a  capital 
of  £4,765.  Never  has  money  been  expended  to 
worse  purpose  since  the  land-for-settlements 
policy  was  introduced,  and  in  saying  that  I 
am  not  forgetting  Pomahaka  and  other  settle- 
ments of  that  description.  I  may  say,  too, 
that  this  settlement  was  out  up  into  twenty- 
seven  sections,  and  seven  of  those  sections  have 
been  taken  up  by  selectors,  embracing  an  area 
of  twenty-five  acres,  in  which  is  included  the 
homestead  block  of  ten  acres,  which,  as  it 
has  a  house  upon  it,  was  of  necessity  coupled 
with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  to  in- 
duce somebody  to  take  it  up;  but  taking 
np  that  particular  block  cannot  be  put  to 
the  credit  of  the  Minister,  as  it  cannot 
be  said  that  the  Act  of  last  session  wflks 
intended  to  supply  (selectors  with  ten-roomed 
bouaes  on  ten-acre  sections.  But,  of  the  re- 
maining sixty-three  acres,  only  fifteen  acres 
have  been  taken  up,  by  six  people.  Those 
are  figures  from  the  Minister's  own  report.  If 
the  Minister  had  invited  anybody  possessing 
local  knowledge  of  the  requirements  to  eidvise 
bim  on  the  point — and  I  am  sorry  he  did  not — 
any  ordinary  person  like  myself  could  have 
invested  the  money  to  better  advantage,  no 
matter  from  what  point  of  view  the  transaction 
might  be  regarded.  Instead  of  buying  seventy- 
three  acres  at  £65  an  acre,  he  might  have  bought 
ft  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  equally  good 
land  at  half  the  price,  and,  instead  of  settling 
six  people  on  two  and  a  half  acres  each  in 
oircamstances  under  which  they  could  not 
make  a  living,  he  would  have  settled  thirty 
people,  out  of,  I  suppose,  a  thousand  appli- 
cants, on  five  acres  each  of  some  of  the  best 
land  of  the  colony,  in  places  where  people  are 
badly  wanted,  and  where  they  could  have 
carried  their  ventures  to  a  successful  issue. 
The  situation  of  this  Wharenui  Hamlet  is  just 
about  the  worst  that  could  have  been 
chosen  for  a  settlement  of  that  descrip- 
tion.     I    recall    the   observation    made    the 


other  night  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura,  Mr.  Richardson,  when  he  spoke 
in  favour  of  workmen's  villages.  Now,  this 
Wharenui  Hamlet  is  neither  a  workmen'^ 
village  nor  anything  else  for  which  we  have 
any  use  at  the  present  time.  In  centres  like 
this  (Wellington),  where  the  areas  are  confined^ 
and  where  the  houses  must  of  necessity  he- 
crowded  closer  together,  these  workmen's  vil- 
lages outside  the  town  would  be  of  material 
service  to  the  working-men,  and  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  there  is  no  scope  for  such  a  village 
near  Ohristchurch ;  and,  if  anything  of  thia 
sort  should  be  entertained,  I  may  just  say 
that  I  pointed  out  last  session  a  piece  of  land 
which  I  conceived  might  be  acquired  on  reason- 
able terms,  and  was  very  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  workmen's  village  which  my  honour- 
able friend  suggested  was  one  in  which  every 
man  could  obtain  a  quarter-acre  or  half -acre 
section,  on  which  they  could  bring  up  their 
families  free  from  the  conditions  which  pre- 
vail in  towns,  and  free  from  the  demoralising 
influences  which  those  conditions  invariably 
produce.  If  the  Minister  were  to  start  a 
village  with  that  view,  then  a  quarter-acre  or 
half-acre  section  would  be  enough  to  erect  a 
dwelling-house  upon,  and  make  a  comfortable 
home.  But,  Sir,  this  Wharenui  Hamlet  was  not 
founded  on  those  lines  ;  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
in  Ghristchuroh,  where  we  have  so  much  flat 
country,  and  where  the  area  of  the  town  can> 
be  extended  indefinitely,  the  evils  arising  out 
of  confined  areas  are  in  any  material  degree 
discoverable.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  our  busi- 
ness at  present  to  provide  homes  for  those  who> 
are  in  constant  employment.  My  feeling  is 
that  we  should  rather  first  provide  homes  for 
the  casual  labourer.  And  if  this  Wharenui 
Hamlet  was  intended  to  supply  the  wanta 
of  such  people  as  these,  then,  I  say,  it  was 
founded  upon  quite  mistaken  ideas  on  the 
part  of  those  people  who  are  responsible  for  its 
foundation.  In  the  first  place,  the  area  of 
the  sections  is  too  small ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  the  situation  of  the  hamlet  is  just 
the  worst  possible  that  could  be  chosen.  We 
will  assume  that  this  hamlet  is  intended  fop 
the  benefit  of  casual  labourers.  Well,  it  is 
situated  close  to  the  boundaries  of  Ohrist- 
church; on  the  one  hand  you  have  Christ- 
church  itself,  on  the  east ;  on  the  south  you 
have  Addington  and  the  Village  of  Hillmorton ; 
on  the  west  the  Village  of  Biccarton  ;  and  on  the 
north  you  have  Fendalton  and  Papanui.  All 
these  districts  are  very  closely  settled.  They 
are  settled  by  suburban  residents — mostly  by 
people  who  have  business  in  town.  The  popu- 
lation of  these  districts  also  consists  in  a  very 
large  degree  of  working-men.  Within  a  radius 
of  two  miles  of  the  Wharenui  Hamlet  it  is  al- 
most impossible  for  a  casual  labourer  to  obtain 
a  day's  work.  Now,  I  am  going  to  give  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  an  instance  of  what  occurred  thia 
very  last  winter.  This  Wharenui  Hamlet  is 
about  two  miles  from  town.  I  live,  myself, 
about  five  miles  from  town,  and  in  the  district 
in  which  I  live,  during  last  autumn,  if  the- 
weather  had  not  been  exceptionally  dry  and> 
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fine  the  fanners  woald  have  aoffered  very  heavy 
losses  beoaase  they  could  not  obtain  sufficient 
labour  to  get  their  potatoes  out  of  the  ground 
at  the  proper  time.  I  know  of  a  case  in  which 
one  man  dug  for  one  farmer  seven  hundred 
bags  of  potatoes,  which  shows  that  the  farmers 
vrere  very  short-handed  indeed,  or  in  this  case 
the  farmer  I  refer  to  would  never  have  given 
so  much  employment  to  one  man.  While 
labour  vtba  so  scarce  five  miles  from  Christ- 
church  my  colleagues  and  I  attended  a  meet- 
ing of  the  unemployed  in  Ghristohurch,  or  a 
meeting  at  the  labour  office,  when  they  were 
called  upon  to  take  a  ballot  for  the  selec- 
tion of  men  to  send  away  to  Hawke's 
Bay,  five  hundred  miles  from  Ghristchurch ; 
and  there  were  men  who  presented  themselves 
at  this  ballot  who  were  resident  almost  at  a 
stone's  throw  from  this  Wharenui  Hamlet. 
The  tendency  of  men  is  to  flock  into  the  towns ; 
and  this  Wharenui  Hamlet  has  been  esta- 
blished just  on  the  outskirts  of  Ghristchurch, 
and  the  effect  of  its  establishment  there  is  to 
increase  the  number  of  men  who  are  seeking 
employment  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  Ghristchurch.  If  the  Minister  had  put  the 
money  he  expended  upon  this  undertaking 
into  the  hands  of  an  ordinary  person  like 
myself,  instead  of  obtaining  seventy-three  acres 
for    it  I  could    have    purchased    a   hundred 

■  and  fifty  acres.  I  could  have  bought  thirty 
acres  near   where    I  live,   thirty  acres  more 

■  at  Kaiapoi,  thirty  acres  at  Bangiora,  thirty 
acres,  say,  at  Lees  ton,  and  thirty  acres 
at  Springston,  and  I  could  have  supplied 
working-men  with  five  acres  each  at  places 
where  their  services  were  badly  wanted, 
where  they  were  almost  sure  of  getting 
fairly  regular  employment,  and  when  they 
were  not  in  employment  they  would  have  had 
sufficient  land  to  grow  produce  which  would 
bring  in  a  very  substantial  income.  When  I 
speaik  of  what  we  can  do  in  Canterbury  I  am 
often  laughed  at  by  honourable  members,  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Avon  can  bear  me 
out  in  saying  that  five  acres  of  such  land  as 
could  be  bought  in  the  districts  I  have  men- 
tioned would  afford  any  man  the  opportunity 
of  deriving  a  very  substantial  income  from  it, 
and  would  almost  make  him  independent  of  any 
outside  employment  at  all. 

Mr.  TANNER.— It  would  quite  do  so. 
Mr.  LEWIS. — Yes,  in  many  oases  it  would 
quite  do  so ;  and  I  am  telling  the  Minister  now 
what  could  have  been  done  with  this  money. 
He  could  have  founded  five  separate  little 
labour  colonies  where  they  were  wanted,  and 
where  the  men  could  have  meide  a  substantial 
living  ;  and  if  I  had  been  allowed  to  select  the 
men  to  settle  on  the  land — of  course,  that  is 
impossible — I  could  have  picked  out  men  who 
in  five  or  ten  years  would  not  only  have  lived, 
but  in  addition  would  have  acquired  sufficient 
capital  to  enable  them  to  launch  out  and  make 
a  start  for  themselves  on  a  larger  and  sounder 
basis.  But  at  present,  Sir,  here  we  have  in 
this  place  twenty- six  sections,  only  five  or 
-six  of  which  have  been  taken  up,  and  the 
•vest  of  them  lying  idle.  In  addition,  the 
Mr.  Lewia 


whole  tendency  of  the  settlement,  if  all  the 
sections  were  taken  up,  would  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  increasing  the  number  of  casual 
labourers  in  and  around  Ghristchurch  ;  whtreas 
I  and  many  others  are  never  tired  of  telling 
men  to  get  as  far  away  from  Ghristchurch  as 
possible.  If  the  Minister,  too,  were  well 
advised  he  must  have  known  that,  although 
Canterbury  is  a  flat  country  and  not  subject  to 
flood,  even  since  Wharenui  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  almost  the  whole  of 
it  has  been  covered  with  water  —  a  circum- 
stance which,  no  doubt,  was  in  some  de- 
gree responsible  for  the  extent  to  which 
selectors  fought  shy  of  the  sections.  And 
I  think.  Sir,  that  if  the  Minister  can  only 
disabuse  himself  of  that  notion  that  memben 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are  always  ready  to 
discredit  him  and  to  thwart  his  operations  ao 
as  to  bring  them  to  utter  failure,  and  that  they 
are  the  natural  enemies  of  the  Minister — If  he 
would  disabuse  himself  of  that  notion,  and 
cease  to  imagine  that  they  are  always  on  the 
look-out  for  the  opportunity  to  do  him  an  in- 
jury— if  he  would  take  us  into  his  confidence — 
some  of  us  who  have  lived  down  in  Canterbury, 
as  I  have  for  the  greater  part  of  my  life,  and 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of 
affairs  there — he  would  be  spared  from  making 
such  ignominious  failures  as  this  Wharenui 
Hamlet  has  been.  I  have  pointed  out  the  mis- 
take he  has  made  at  present  in  no  hostile 
spirit,  but  simply  that  he  may  know  how  to 
avoid  such  mistakes  in  the  future.  And  now. 
Sir,  the  next  question  upon  which  I  propose  to 
say  a  few  words  is  the  statement  of  the  Premier 
— I  am  glad  to  see  he  is  there — as  Minister  of 
Labour,  under  the  heading  "  Department  of 
Labour."    I  find  there  this  passage  : — 

"  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  the  decisions  of 
the  Conciliation  Boards  have  not  been  accepted 
so  generally  as  was  expected,  four  cases  out 
of  five  being  carried  to  the  Arbitration  Court. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  worthy  of 
consideration  whether  those  invoking  the  aid 
of  the  Act  should  not  be  given  the  power  of 
choice  between  the  Boards  and  the  Court." 

But,  before  that,  he  says, — 

"  The  Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Court  has  met  with  general  acceptance,  and 
has  been  brought  into  continual  use  during  the 
year,  preventing  many  heartburnings  and 
misunderstandings  that  might  otherwise  have 
led  to  strikes  and  industrial  conflicts." 

I  should  very  much  like  to  believe  that  this 
Act  has  prevented  many  misunderstandings, 
but  I  am  bound  to  say,  from  a  study  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act,  that  it  has  had  a  contrary  result. 
What  have  been  the  effects  produced  by  the 
working  of  the  Act  so  far  as  Canterbury  is  con- 
cerned? In  the  first  place,  I  may  say  that  I 
quite  agree  with  some  remarks  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr. 
Millar,  when  he  advocated  certain  changes 
being  made  in  the  Act.  The  present  position 
is  that  the  Conciliation  Board  has  no  power  at 
all ;  and  I  think,  with  the  honourable  member, 
that  the  Conciliation  Board  should  be  em- 
powered to  make  an  award,  and  that  the  only 
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iqipeal  from  tbftt  award  should  be  to  the 
Aroitration  Oourt — similar  to  an  appeal  from 
the  Supreme  Court  to  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
The  Conciliation  Board  is  set  up  by  th^  unions 
— tiiat  is,  so  far  as  any  case  which  has  oo- 
onrred  in  Canterbury  is  concerned — who  go  to 
the  Board  without  the  slightest  intention  of 
aooepting  the  award.  The  Board  is  made  to 
sit  simply  in  order  that  the  case  of  the  other 
side  may  be  stated  and  exposed,  and  in  order 
that  the  unions  may  see  what  the  strength  of  its 
position  is,  so  that  they  can  start  c2«  novo  in  the 
Arbitration  Court.  I  do  not  think  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  House  that  the  Act  should 
operate  in  that  way.  As  I  have  said,  I  think 
the  Board  should  in  future  be  able  to  make  an 
award,  and  the  onl^  appeal  from  that  award 
should  be  on  questions  of  law.  It  should  not 
be  possible  in  the  Arbitration  Court  to  reopen 
the  whole  question  and  review  the  evidence,  as 
is  done  at  present.  There  is  another  fault  in 
oonneotion  with  the  working  of  the  Act — the 
awards  are  too  local  in  their  operation.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  case  of  the  carpenters  and 
the  builders  at  Christchurch.  The  builders 
were  hauled  to  the  Court  by  the  union,  and  an 
award  was  made.  The  master  carpenters,  of 
course,  were  bound  by  the  provisions  of  that 
award.  But,  so  far  as  we  were  aware,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  a  builder  or  contractor  resi- 
dent iu  another  part  of  the  province  coming 
to  Christchurch  and  taking  a  large  contract, 
and  working  his  men  altogether  outside  that 
award.  The  award  only  applies  to  those  who 
were  summoned  to  the  Court.  I  think  it 
would  be  better  if  the  trade  throughout  the 
colony  were  to  state  a  case  for  the  Conciliation 
Board  or  Arbitration  Court  to  decide  on.  The 
whole  of  that  particular  trade  throughout  New 
Zealand  should,  wherever  possible,  be  governed 
by  that  award.  At  present,  the  purely  local 
arolication  of  the  award  is  doing  one  portion 
of  the  boot  trade  in  Christchurch  very  con- 
siderable injury.  I  may  state  the  circum- 
stanoes  of  the  case.  Some  time  ago  a  man 
came  out  from  England  and  stcurted  to  manu- 
laotare  a  particular  kind  of  boots  and  shoes. 
The  branch  was  what  is  known  as  the  nursery 
trade.  He  started  a  factory  in  Christchurch, 
and  was  getting  on  very  well.  The  goods 
be  was  manufacturing  were  of  a  cheap  kind, 
easily  put  together :  they  ccblled  for  no  special 
sicill  in  their  manufacture.  The  work  was  not 
fluoh  as  would  be  usually  done  by  men— the 
wages  were  not  such  as  men  would  care  to 
earn.  The  men,  generally  speaking,  resent 
mskking  such  goods.  A  case  was  stated  in  con- 
nection with  the  boot  trade  as  a  whole,  an 
award  was  made,  and  this  man  was  subjected 
to  the  same  conditions  as  to  wages,  the  number 
of  boys  employed,  et  cetera,  as  were  imposed 
upon  those  carrying  on  the  ordinary  boot-man u- 
fiMDturing  trade.  The  result  is  such  as  to 
render  it  almost  impossible  for  him  to  continue 
the  manufacture  of  this  class  of  goods  with  any 
profit  at  all.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is 
a  union  in  Auckland,  but  there  has  been  no 
appeal  to  the  Court  there,  and  no  award  has 
been  made.    Any  one  engaged  in  the  manu- 


faoture  of  this  particular  class  of  goods  in 
Auckland  is  thus  enabled  to  make  them 
much  cheaper  than  this  manufacturer  in 
Christchurch.  I  heard  recently  of  an  order  for 
a  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  stuff  being  sent 
from  Christchurch  to  Auckland.  The  gooda 
can  now  be  made  in  Auckland  and  sent  down 
to  Christchurch,  and  landed  there  cheaper  than 
the  goods  can  be  made  in  Christchurch.  I  do 
not  think  it  was  intended  that  the  Act  should 
operate  in  that  way.  I  argue,  therefore,  that 
any  award  made  by  the  Court  should,  wherever 
possible,  be  universal  in  its  application  through* 
out  the  colony  so  far  as  that  particular  trade  ia 
concerned.  There  is  also  a  minor  matter  to 
which  I  desire  to  call  attention.  The  Court  in 
Canterbury  is  miserably  equipped.  An  award 
is  made,  and  any  man  or  employer  who  wants 
a  copy  of  the  award  has  to  copy  it  himself  or 
pay  for  it  being  done.  With  respect  to  the 
shorthand  reporter  who  is  employed  to  take 
down  the  notes,  serious  complaints  have  been 
made  to  me  as  to  the  way  the  work  is  paid. 
The  shorthand  reporter  is  paid  some  15s.  a 
day  while  he  is  taking  notes;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  it  te^es  at  least  three 
days  to  extend  into  longhand  one  day 'a 
shorthand  writing.  The  consequence  is  that 
this  wretched  pittance  is  paid  for  work 
which  extends  over  at  least  three  days  beyond 
the  day  for  which  the  shorthand  writer  ia 
ostensibly  paid.  There  is  one  very  curious 
feature  about  the  working  of  the  Conciliation 
Board  in  Christchurch,  and  it  is  this :  Under 
the  Act  both  the  employers  and  the  men  have 
the  power  to  nominate  the  members  of  the 
Conciliation  Board.  If  either  side  fails  to  do 
so  the  Government  may  nominate.  In  Christ- 
church the  employers  failed  to  nominate,  and 
the  Government  thereupon  nominated  a  gentle- 
man who  is  well  known  as  a  pronounced  and 
ardent  supporter  of  the  present  Administration. 
Singularly  enough,  he  is  not  an  employer  of 
unionists,  and  he  was  very  much  astonished  to 
find  that,  although  he  did  not  employ  trade- 
unionists,  still  the  award  of  the  Court  applied 
to  himself ;  and  he  resented  that  very  bitterly. 
He  thought  he  was  altogether  outside  the  scope  of 
the  award ;  but,  much  to  his  surprise,  and  much 
to  the  delight  of  the  community,  it  was  found 
that  he  was  bound  by  the  award  that  he  him- 
self assisted  to  frame.  He  thought  he  was 
going  there  as  an  employer  to  assist  in  arriving 
at  a  decision  which  would  not  affect  himself. 
I  do  not  think  the  Act  was  intended  to  work  aa 
this  gentleman  imagined  it  would.  Of  course,, 
we  know  that  in  this  he  v/ea  only  following  the 
lead  set  by  the  Government.  Last  session  the 
Government  introduced  an  Eight-hours  BiU 
which  applied  to  everybody  but  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Minister  for  Railways — he  may  be 
right  for  anything  I  know— but  in  the  dispute 
between  the  carpenters  and  builders  he  abso- 
lutely refused  to  obey  the  award  of  the  Con- 
ciliation Board  and  Arbitration  Court.  There 
was  one  peculiar  feature  in  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  carpenters  and  builders  to  which  I 
would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  honourable 
members,  and  I  would  like  to  know  whether  it 
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was  intended  that  the  Act  should  work  in  that 
way.  There  was  a  case  set  up  by  the  carpen- 
ters against  the  master  carpenters  and  builders. 
When  I  speak  of  the  awara  I  do  not  for  a  mo- 
ment seek  to  cast  discredit  on  the  Judge  who 
made  the  award  or  upon  those  gentlemen  who 
primarily  assisted  in  framing  it.    I  am  just 

Q  QQ  showing  now  how  the  Act  works  out 
as  it  is  at  present.  The  award  was 
this:  that  the  master- carpenters  should  give 
preference  to  unionists,  and  if  an  employer 
wanted  a  carpenter  he  was  obliged  to  give  the 
union  notice,  and  they  woulo  supply  him  with 
a  man.  He  was  obliged  to  do  that  before  he 
dared  employ  one  from  outside.  Now,  at  the 
time  this  award  was  made  there  were  sixty- 
four  unionist  carpenters  in  Ghristchurch,  there 
were  seventy  master-builders,  and  some  820 
non-unionist  carpenters;  so  that  the  seventy 
employers  and  the  820  non-unionists  had  to 
obey  the  mandate  and  decree  of  the  sixty-four 
unionist  carpenters. 

Mr.  TANNER.— By  the  decree  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — When  an  employer  wanted  a 
man  he  could  not  employ  him  without  first 
applying  to  the  union,  so  that  the  seventy 
masters  and  828  non-unionists  had  to  give  way 
to  the  sixty- four  unionists. 

Mr.  TANNER.— By  whose  decision  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS. — By  the  Judge's  decision  under 
the  Act.  I  was  simply  pointing  out  this ;  I  was 
•casting  no  reflection  on  the  Judge,  but  was 
asking  whether  it  was  intended  that  the  Act 
should  operate  in  that  way,  and  whether  this 
is  what  honourable  members  opposite  mean 
when  they  say  that  the  majority  must  rule. 
If  it  was,  well  and  good ;  but,  if  not,  the 
sooner  we  make  an  amendment  the  better. 
Now,  speaking  about  this  Conciliation  Act,  it 
is  regarded  as  reflecting  the  greatest  possible 
credit  upon  the  Ministry,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  pieces  of  legislation  which  my  prede- 
cessor, Mr.  Reeves,  was  proud  of.  I  was 
remmded  of  the  previous  history  of  this  Bill 
by  remarks  which  fell  from  the  senior  meat- 
bet  for  Dunedin  City  when  speaking  about 
"the  wretched  past."  I  thought  then  that 
I  would  turn  to  Hansard  and  look  matters  up, 
and  I  was  somewhat  interested  to  find  that  in 
1890 — the  Atkinson  Government  being  then  in 
power — a  Bill  entitled  the  Strikes  and  Board 
of  Conciliation  Bill  was  introduced  by  a 
member  of  that  party.  That  Bill  had  for  its 
object  to  set  up  a  Board  of  Conciliation  similar 
to  that  which  now  determines  disputes. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— They  were  getting  ready 
to  go  to  the  country. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — Possibly.  I  am  going  to  show 
you  the  opinion  which  prevailed  on  your  side 
of  the  House  in  reference  to  that  measure. 
The  Strikes  and  Board  of  Arbitration  Bill 
provided,  I  say,  for  the  setting-up  of  a  Board 
of  Arbitration,  and  a  member  of  the  present 
Government  party  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read 
that  day  six  months,  and  that  amendment 
was  seconded  by  Sir  George  Grey,  who  said, — 

"  I  say,  therefore,  that  clearly  we  have  no 
right  so  to  interfere  with  the  working- classes 
of  this  colony  as  to  compel  them,  into  ar- 
Mu  Lewis 


bitratton  whether  they  like  it  or  not.  .  .  . 
Why,  therefore,  should  we  pass  a  measure 
which  would  declare  that  we  intend  oom- 
pulsorily  to  force  both  parties  into  arbitration, 
and  to  take  from  the  working-classes  liberties 
which  they  now  enjoy  ?  " 

Why,  Sir,  the  only  liberty  that  Bill  could 
possibly  have  taken  away  from  the  working- 
classes  was  the  liberty  to  strike;  and  we  sea 
that  Sir  George  Grey  objected  very  strongly 
to  the  possibility  of  that  Act  being  made 
compulsory,  although  it  did  not  definitely 
state  that  it  would  be  so,  and  so  he  seconded 
the  amendment  to  add  the  words  **  that  day 
six  months."  Mr.  Ballance  supported  the 
amendment,  and  he  said, — 

"  The  honourable  gentleman  then  talks 
about  compulsion,  and  says  that  a  change  in 
one  word  would  make  the  Bill  compulsory,  as 
if  he  were  inclined  to  compulsion.  Now,  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  compulsion  in  a  matter 
of  that  kind?  It  would  be  to  prevent  any 
trade-union  ^m  acting,  and  would  create 
suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  working-classes 
that  the  Bill  ws^  paesed  in  the  interests  of  the 
employers.  ...  I  believe  that  this  Bill 
would  be  productive  of  much  mischief,  and 
that  the  impression  it  would  create  in  the 
minds  of  the  trade-unionists  of  the  colony 
would  be  that  it  was  designed  to  place  them  is 
a  false  position.'* 

Both  those  gentlemen,  who,  I  suppose,  will 
not  be  termed  Conservatives,  opposed  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  They  would  not 
even  vote  in  the  direction  of  affirming  the 
principle  which  this  Bill  sought  to  establish 
in  *'  toe  miserable  past."  But  when  the  elec- 
tion had  taken  place,  and  those  gentlemen 
were  on  the  Government  benches,  we  find  the 
Bill  is  introduced  with  a  compulsory  clause  in 
the  most  emphatic  form ;  and  we  find  my 
predecessor,  Mr.  Reeves,  saying  on  one  occasion 
that  it  was  the  Bill  he  was  proudest  of,  a  Bill 
he  was  most  anxious  to  pass,  and  that  if  he 
succeeded  in  passing  ^hat  Bill  he  would  be 
content  to  retire  from  political  life — he 
would  have  nothing  more  to  live  for.  I 
have  just  quoted  that  instance  in  connection 
with  what  fell  from  the  senior  member  for 
Dunedin  City.  Now,  it  is  with  some  diffidence 
that  I  approach  another  question  which  has 
been  raised  in  this  Statement — the  question  of 
freights.  I  am  not  going  into  it  at  length  on 
this  occasion — at  nothing  like  the  length  the 
Premier  has  gone  to  in  his  Statement.  We 
have  heard  honourable  members  on  many  oc- 
casions state  that  the  Premier's  figures  are 
wholly  unreliable  and  misleading,  and  I  do  not 
know,  Sir,  that  a  greater  instance  of  their  un- 
reliability could  be  adduced  than  these  figutes 
quoted  in  connection  with  the  freights.  I  am 
not  going  into  the  matter  in  anything  like  de- 
tail to-day,  but  if  the  Premier  at  any  time 
should  propose  to  take  any  practical  step — and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  he  has  never  done  that  sinos 
he  began  to  talk  about  freights,  though  be  is 
continually  making  vague  statements  implying 
that  he  has  done  a  great  deal,  or  is  doing  a  great 
deal,  or  is  going  to  do  a  great  deal,  or 
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thing  of  that  tort,  but  he  has  ne^er  yet  done 
any&ing  that  ooald  possibly  lead  to  any  tangible 
result;  still,  if  he  ever  does  so,  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  submit  to  the  House,  or  to  any 
Committee  to  whioh  the  matter  may  be  re- 
ferred, figures  showing  conclusively  that  this 
statement  that  New  Zealand  producers  pay 
£459,913  more  than  they  would  have  been 
called  upon  to  pay  if  the  rates  here  had  been 
similar  to  those  current  in  Victoria 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  have  the  details  from 
Mr.  Olasgow. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Yes,  and  I  have  the  detaUs 
from  another  quarter.  Without  going  into  the 
figures,  I  am  going  to  state  this  baldly :  that 
(he  figures  the  Premier  has  laid  on  the  table 
are  misleading  to  this  extent :  In  greasy  wool 
he.  has  overstated  the  amount  paid  by  the 
New  Zealand  producers  to  the  extent  of 
£96,676;  in  Rcoured  wool,  whioh  includes 
sliped,  by  £14,130;  in  frosen  mutton  the 
amount  is  overstated  by  the  trifle  of  £94,879, 
and  in  lamb  by  £22,182.  In  other  words,  the 
amounts  paid,  or  said  to  be  paid,  by  the  New 
Zealand  producer  have  been  overstated  by 
£167,867,  and  the  amount  paid  by  the  Vic- 
torian producers  is  understated  by  some- 
tiling  like  £100,000;  so  that  this  disparity  of 
£460,000  of  which  the  Premier  speaks  in  his 
Statement  can  be  whittled  down  till  it  becomes 
a  disparity  of  only  £190,000,  and  since  then 
the  freights  have  been  reduced  to  a  point  at 
which  the  disparity  becomes  still  smaller.  And, 
Sir,  I  would  point  out  to  the  Premier  that,  even 
accepting  these  figures  as  right,  he  tells  us 
broadly  in  his  own  Statement  that  the  New 
Zealand  producers  paid  £460,000  more  than 
the  Victorian  because  the  Victorian  Grovem- 
ment  has  done  something  which  the  New 
Zealand  Government  has  omitted  to  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Oh,  yes ;  you  say  the  Vic- 
torian Government,  or  the  Australian  Govern- 
ments, have  made  contracts  which  would 
cause  conoentration  of  the  cargoes,  and  that 
what  is  wanted  here  is  concentration  of  cargoes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Australasian  Govern- 
ments are  not  the  Victorian  Government. 
You  said  "  the  Victorian  Government.'* 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  used  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  words. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  '*  Australian  Govern- 
ments." 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Well,  substitute  the  word 
"Australian"  for  *< Victorian."  If  all  the 
Australian  Governments  did  this,  the  blame 
attaching  to  the  Premier  for  not  having  done  it 
is  all  the  greater.  This  would  appear  to  be 
the  only  Government  in  Australasia,  according 
to  the  honourable  gentlemflm's  own  statement, 
which  has  not  taken  steps  which  have  saved 
Victorian  producers  some  £460,000  as  compared 
with  freights  ruling  in  New  Zealand.  Now  I 
come  to  the  question  of  this  Commission  to  in- 
quire into  the  management  of  the  Police  Force ; 
sad  I  must  say  that  I  cannot  recall  an  occasion 
on  whioh  any  Government  has  more  completely 
lost  its  head  than  the  present  Government  has 
in  this  instance.    It  is  brought  home  to  me  by 


what  has  occurred  in  Ohristohurch  recently.  I 
wish  to  say  this :  that  in  what  I  am  going  to  say 
now  I  am  not  saying  anything  in  favour  of  or 
against  any  officer  in  the  Police  Department^ 
because  I  apprehend  the  fitness  of  every  officer 
of  any  grade  is  now  sub  judice,  and  it  would 
not  be  a  proper  thing  for  any  member  to  express 
an  opinion  regarding  his  qualifications  or  fit- 
ness. But  in  Christchuroh  recently  there  was 
discharged  a  detective  of  a  great  many  years^ 
standing.  It  may  have  been  right  or  not  under 
ordinary  oircumstances,  but  I  say  it  was  very 
wrong  that  he  should  have  been  discharged 
just  at  this  juncture.  I  understand  that  De- 
tective  Henderson  has  been  discharged  in 
consequence  of  the  wording  of  a  report  on 
his  case  whioh  was  furnished  by  the  In- 
spector in  Ghristchurch.  Now,  Mr.  Broham 
is  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted for  a  great  many  years,  and  I  have 
not  a  word  to  say  in  favour  of  or  against  him. 
I  do  not  think,  seeing  that  his  case,  like  those 
of  other  officers,  is  sub  judics,  that  it  would  be 
a  right  thing  to  do.  But  I  submit  this.  Sir,  to 
the  House :  that  Mr.  Broham 's  fitness  to  hold 
his  position  will  shortly  come  under  review  by 
the  Commission.  They  may  report  of  him,  aa 
of  any  other  officer,  that  he  is  unfitted  for  the 
position,  and  that  he  should  be  discharged,  re- 
tired, or  dismissed,  or  whatever  you  like  to  call 
it.  Then,  we  should  be  in  this  position:  that 
the  Government  has  dismissed  a  detective  of 
thirty  years'  8i*anding  on  the  recommendation 
of  a  man  reported  as  not  fit  for  the  position 
at  the  very  time  he  made  the  recommenda- 
tion. It  appears  to  me  that  in  that  case 
we  should  be  proved  to  have  done  an  act  of 
injustice  to  Detective  Henderson.  I  think 
that  his  case  should  have  been  held  over 
along  with  that  of  every  other  officer,  so 
that  the  Commission  might  pass  it  under  re- 
view. But  there  is  one  thing  I  want  to  know 
about  the  Commission.  Of  course,  the  House 
would  very  much  like  to  know — though  I  do- 
not  suppose  it  will  know  this  session — who  are 
going  to  serve  on  the  Commission  ;  and,  more 
than  that,  what  payment  the  members  of  the 
Commission  are  going  to  get  for  their  services,, 
and  whether  it  is  to  be  a  fixed  or  a  floating 
sum.  I  am  going  to  make  no  charges  against 
anybody,  but  it  is  a  very  unfortunate  thing 
t^at  the  history  of  a  recent  Commission  and 
the  after-history  of  its  members  has  given  rise 
to  suspicions  in  the  minds  of  many  people 
whioh  may  or  may  not  be  well  founded.  We 
have  found  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mission which  brought  in  a  report  exactly  aa 
the  Minister  wanted  who  set  up  the  Commis- 
sion has  been  promoted  to  a  position  carrying 
double  the  saJary  he  was  formerly  drawing. 
Another  has  had  his  salary  increased. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  are  you  not  fair  and 
say  he  was  made  Public  Trustee  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  make  no  charge  against 
anybody,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
wait  till  I  have  finished  he  will  see  what  my 
arguments  are.  I  say  this  has  happened.  I 
sav,  further,  that  another  member  of  the  Com- 
mission was  appointed  to  a  position  at  a  salary 
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JSO  per  cent,  higher  than  attached  to  the  posi- 
tion he  was  in  at  the  start.  I  day  the  remain- 
ing member  o(  the  Commission  has  been 
intrusted  with  duties  which  entail  a  very 
handsome  payment,  and  in  the  discharge  of 
which  he,  so  far  as  I  understand,  possesses  an 
almost  unlimited  power  of  imprest.  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  believe  that  these  are  simple  ooin- 
oidenoes,  but  if  this  happens  on  every  occasion, 
and  if  it  happens  with  the  Commission  which 
is  just  going  to  be  set  up,  then  I  say  it  will 
produce  a  very  bad  impression  in  the  minds 
of  the  people.  The  House  would  like  to 
know,  in  respect  of  Mr.  Tun  bridge,  not  only 
whether  he  is  to  form  part  of  the  Commis- 
-sion  or  not,  but,  if  he  sits,  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  retain  him 
in  the  service  of  the  colony,  or  whether  he  is 
to  leave  again  for  England  after  the  Commis- 
sion has  terminated  its  sitting;  because,  if  it 
is  found  that  the  Commission  brings  in  a 
report  favourable  to  the  Government  and  Mr. 
Tunbridge  is  retained  in  the  colony  at  a  high 
salary,  or  if,  in  the  alternative,  we  find  the 
Commission  bringing  in  a  report  unfavourable 
to  the  Government  and  Mr.  Tunbridge  is 
shipped  back  again  to  London,  the  public  will 
begin  to  think  that  such  events  as  I  have 
■already  mentioned  are  something  more  than 
coinoidenceR.  Coming  back  to  the  question  of 
the  syndicate,  the  Premier  seemed  to  take 
umbrage  at  something  that  I  said  just  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  inferred  that  a  letter 
written  by  myself  had  been  sent  to  you. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— No;  I  did  not  say  it  was 
sent  to  me,  or  how  I  got  it.  I  should  like  to 
reply  to  some  statements  and  arguments  that 
were  advanced  last  night  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Thames.  He  said  that  if  the 
House  affirmed  the  principle  that  no  member 
of  the  Government  should  occupy  such  a 
position  as  the  Premier  occupies  on  a  syndi- 
cate it  would  be  impossible  to  get  men  with 
any  business  experience  and  knowledge  to 
occupy  a  seat  on  the  Grovernment  benches. 
Well,  I  should  like  to  place  before  the  House 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  position.  When  a 
man  has  lived  in  any  part  of  the  colony — say 
Wellington — for  any  considerable  time ;  when 
in  the  course  of  his  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
men  he  has  betrayed  marked  business  ability ; 
when  in  consequence  of  that  he  has  been 
asked  to  accept  a  seat  on  the  directorate 
of  a  company  in  which  he  of  necessity 
must  have  a  considerable  amount  of  capi- 
tal invested;  when  at  a  later  period  of 
his  life  he  is  asked  to  contest  a  seat  in  the 
House  and  becomes  a  member  of  Parliament ; 
And  when  still  later  he  becomes  a  Minister- 
then  I  do  not  see  that  there  would  be  any 
reasonable  ground  for  asking  him  to  retire 
from  the  directorate  of  that  company  because 
he  is  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  But,  Sir,  the 
position  which  the  Premier  occupies  on  this 
oompany  is  in  no  wav  analogous  to  the  position 
of  the  man  I  have  just  been  describing  to  the 
House.  There  is  not  one  member  of  this  House 
who  will  tell  me  that  if  the  Premier  had  not 
been  a  member  of  this  House,  and,  indeed,  of 
Mr.  Letois 


the  Administration,  but  had  been  like  the  maa 
I  have  just  been  speaking  about — a  priTato 
individual— his  services  would  have  been  re- 
tained by  the  company  in  question.  I  do  no( 
suppose  there  is  a  man  in  this  House  who 
will  advance  that  statement.  And,  Sir,  what 
I  want  to  point  out  is  this :  The  Premier  Is 
not  a  director  of  this  company.  If  I  may 
use  the  term— I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  taken  in 
an  offensive  sense — the  Premier  is  the  paid 
servant  of  this  company.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  said  "  Hear, 
hear*'  just  now.  Well,  some  two  years  ago 
there  was  a  question  raised  in  the  House  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  to  whether  GIvil 
servants  should  be  allowed  to  occupy  seats  as 
directors  of  the  boards  of  public  companies, 
and  the  following  will  be  found  in  Hansard  joi 
the  26th  June,  1895,  Volume  87,  page  97  :— 

"Mr.  Lamach  asked  the  GovemmeDt, 
Whether  any  officers  in  the  service  of  the 
colony  are  allowed  the  privilege  of  holding 
seats  as  directors  of  public  and  other  com- 
panies? If  so,  will  the  same  privilege  be 
granted  to  all  officers  ?  If  that  is  not  desir- 
able will  it  be  absolutely  stopped,  so  that  all 
officers  be  treated  alike  ?  '* 

'*  Mr.  J.  McKenzib  " — who  I  apprehend  is 
the  present  Minister  of  Lands,  and  who  there 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Government, — '*said, 
No  such  privilege  had  been  asked  for  by 
any  officer  in  the  Government  service,  and  no 
such  privilege  had  been  granted  by  the  present 
Government.  The  Government  were  further  of 
opinion  that  if  officers  held  such  positions  it 
was  very  undesirable." 

Now,  if  it  is  undesirable  that  the  ordinary 
variety  of  Civil  servant  shall  be  a  director  of  a 
public  company,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Premier, 
and  every  other  Minister,  what — for  the  pur- 
pose of  my  argument — are  they  but  Civil  ser- 
vants ?  The  Premier  is,  it  is  true,  a  somewhat 
glorified  Civil  servant,  but  none  the  less  he  is 
the  servant  of  this  House  and  this  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — My  position  is  not  guaimn- 
teed  in  the  Civil  Service  ;  I  am  only  here  on  a 
twenty- four  hours'  notice. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Just  so ;  but  I  am  speaking 
now  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  power  which 
a  Civil  servant  can  exercise  on  behalf  of  his 
company  by  virtue  of  his  position  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  the  power  which  the  Premier  can 
exercise  on  behalf  of  his  company  by  virtue  of 
his  position.  If  the  Government  considers  it 
is  undesirable  that  a  Civil  servant  should  be 
a  director  of  a  public  company,  I  say  the  same 
objection  applies  with  proportionately  greater 
force  to  the  Premier  himself.  We  will  sup- 
pose that  a  Civil  servant  became  a  director  of 
the  company  to  which  we  have  been  alluding, 
and  that  the  Premier  was  in  the  employ  of 
that  company.  It  would  be  a  very  anomalous 
thing  to  find  this  Civil  servant — perhaps  an 
officer  in  the  Premier's  own  department — 
coming  to  the  Premier  and  telling  him  that 
unless  he,  the  Premier  and  paid  servant  of  the 
company,  did  what  the  Civil  servant  and  the 
director  of  the  company  wanted,  he,  the  Civil 
servant,  would  get  the  Premier  **  sacked."    I 
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q;aite  agzee  with  the  Govemmeni  in  thinking 
il  would  he  »  very  anomalous  position,  and 
a  very  undesirahle  one.  Bnt  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  were  justified  in  forbidding 
Civil  servants  to  start  and  manage  a  oo-opera- 
thre  supply  association  among  themselves. 
And  we  were  told  that  the  Premier  ao- 
eepted  his  present  position  on  this  com- 
pany in  order  that  he  might  stop  **  wild-oat  ** 
flohemes  being  floated  on  the  London  market. 
I  can  quite  believe  he  is  there  to  see,  with  the 
assistance  of  Government  officers,  that  no 
**  wild-cat "  schemes  are  palmed  off  on  the  syn- 
dicate with  which  he  is  connected ;  but  it  will 
surprise  me  very  much  to  hear  that  the  Pre- 
mier has — outside  his  own  syndicate — stopped 
any  "wild-cat  **  schemes  from  being  floated. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Any  amount  of  them. 
Mr.  LEWIS.— Perhaps  the  Premier  will  be 
good  enough  to  mention  a  few. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Bead  my  speech  in  London. 
Mr.  LEWIS.— Oh,  yes ;  but  if  you  read  the 
Premier's  speeches  in  London  he  always  tells 
yon  he  has  been  misreported,  and  that  you  can- 
not place  any  reliance  whatever  on  any  news- 
paper in  London.  But,  Sir,  I  was  just  going 
to  say  this  :  If  the  Premier  is  going  to  save  the 
London  capitalists — the  people  of  London — 
from  putting  their  money  into  "  wild-oat "  con- 
oems,  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  if  he  would 
extend  the  same  favours  to  the  people  of  this 
colony.  I  know  I  have  £20  in  a  scheme  which 
I  think  is  a  "  wild-cat  "  scheme. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  should  have  seen  me 
before  you  invested ;  I  would  have  given  you 
advice  gratis. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Oh  ;  I  would  like  to  ask,  Do 
you  giveyour  advice  to  the  company  gratis  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.- 1  am  always  patriotic. 
Mr.  LEWIS.— '*  The  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number"  has  been  the  Premier's 
motto  always,  and  in  his  opinion  the  greatest 
nmnberis  always  No.  1.  That,  I  think,  may 
betaken  for  granted.  And,  Sir,  there  is  just 
•one  other  point  I  wish  to  speak  about — this 
sum  of  £1,750  for  the  Premier's  expenses  in 
England.  Now,  I  have  got  a  confession  to 
make  to  the  House,  and  it  is  this :  During  the 
short  session  I  voted  against  sending  the  Con- 
tingent Home.  But  since  then  I  have  had 
reason  to  considerably  modify  my  opinion  ; 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  quite  changed 
it,  but  very  close  to  it.  But  I  wish  to  ask 
the  House  and  the  colony  this :  I  conceive 
that  great  good  accrued  to  New  Zealand 
during  the  Jubilee  celebrations  in  England. 
I  conceive  that  New  Zealand  was  advertised 
and  placed  before  the  people  of  England 
in  a  manner  in  which  it  bad  never  been 
placed  before  them  on  any  previous  occasion.  I 
want  to  know  who  it  was  who  was  responsible 
ior  that?  Why,  Sir,  the  rifle  team  at  Bisley, 
and  the  New  Zealand  Contingent  as  they  rode 
through  the  streets  on  the  occasion  of  the 
■Jubilee  commemoration,  did  more  to  advertise 
New  Zealand  and  let  the  people  know  there 
was  such  a  place  than  the  Premier  could  do  if 
he  went  to  England  and  stopped  there  for  five 
jean  and  talked  all  the  time.    I  am  confident 


that  any  benefits  which  may  accrue  to  New 
Zealand  on  the  occasion  of  the  Jubilee  must  be 
attributed — at  least  99  per  cent,  of  them — to 
the  Contingent  and  the  rifle  team.  We  find 
that  some  sixty  men,  I  think,  comprised  the 
Contingent,  and  these  men  went  Home  and 
did  more  for  us  than  ever  the  Premier  did. 
We  find  that  these  sixty  men  went  Home  to 
England  and  back,  and  that  a  sum  of  £3,000  is 
placed  on  the  estimates  to  defray  expenses  in 
connection  with  their  visit.  We  )cnow  that  a 
great  many  of  these  men — the  greater  part  of 
them — have  been  reared  and  nurtured  among 
conditions  of  equal  comfort  to  those  by  which 
the  Premier  has  been  surrounded.  The  Premier 
must  have  known  they  went  Home  in  the  hold 
of  a  steamer,  fed  off  tin  plates,  and  had  food 
and  accommodation  of  the  very  poorest  de- 
scription. We  know  that  they  underwent  very 
considerable  privations  and  hardships,  and  we 
also  know  that  if  they  had  to  do  it  again 
every  man  would  gladly  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  do  it.  We  know  all  this, 
and  we  know  that  these  sixty  men  are  re- 
presented on  the  estimates  by  the  sum  of 
£3,000 ;  and  we  find  the  Premier  is  represented 
by  a  sum  equal  to  more  than  half  of  that 
amount ;  and  I  say  deliberately  this  seems  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  benefits  the  colony  has 
derived  from  the  respective  persons  against 
whose  names  these  amounts  appear.  I  hope 
to  reduce  that  amount,  and  if  anything  would 
make  me  do  it  more  trhan  another  it  was  the 
statement  I  heard  the  Premier  make  in  this 
town  the  other  day.  I  went  to  the  Maori 
meeting,  and  the  Premier  there  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  some  persons  had  taken  exception  to 
some  of  his  statements  in  London.  You  will 
remember  that  in  England  the  Premier  told 
some  people  there  that  all  these  Maoris — or 
many  of  them — were  of  exalted  rank — ranga- 
tiraa — and  also  went  on  to  say  that  in  coming 
to  England  they  had  forfeited  their  caste  in 
crossing  the  seas,  as  though  they  had  been  a 
lot  of  Hindoos. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— These  are  the  statements  to 
which  exception  wflks  taken,  and  the  statement 
about  the  forfeiture  of  caste  was  one  to  which 
the  greatest  possible  exception  was  taken ;  and 
the  Premier  told  the  representatives  of  the 
various  tribes  who  met  him  that  his  statement 
that  they  were  mostly  rangatiras  had  been 
questioned ;  and  he  said  that  the  people  who 
said  that  had  done  so  with  the  object  of 
belittling  the  Maoris.  I  think,  Sir,  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Premier  cannot  meet  the 
Natives  on  such  an  occasion  without  en- 
deavouring to  stir  up  between  the  Natives  and 
a  certain  portion  of  this  community  racial 
hatred,  because  that  is  what  he  seems  to  have 
been  endeavouring  to  do ;  and,  as  it  is  of  no 
avail  to  appeal  to  the  Premier's  conscience  in 
such  matters,  I  am  inclined  to  direct  my  pro- 
test where  it  will  be  felt.  Sir,  I  have  a  large 
number  of  other  questions  on  my  notes,  but  as 
my  time  is  very  nearly  up  I  could  not  enter 
upon  any  one  of  them  with  any  hope  of  being 
able  to  carry  my  arguments  to  a  conclusion. 
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Mr.  MILLS. — t*\x,  when  the  honourable  the 
senior  member  for  Ghristohurch  Gity  rose  in  his 
seat  I  felt  siure  wi  were  about  to  listen  to  a 
speech  priDcipally  comprised  of  oommon-sense 
and  sound  judgment,  and  in  the  first  ten 
minutes  or  so  I  stil)  retained  that  opinion ;  but 
subsequently,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  he  descended 
to  that  lower  ols'  ^s  of  oratory  which  might 
almost  be  called  personal  abuse. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— No. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Well,  very  nearly ;  because  it 
was  very  hard  to  draw  the  line,  in  my  opinion. 
I  was  very  much  astonished,  because  1  have 
always  found  that  honourable  gentleman  was 
one  who  seemed  to  respect  the  feelings  of 
others,  and  I  know  he  has  been  always  treated 
as  one  who  earned  our  respect  from  that  same 
standpoint.  One  of  the  first  remarks  he  made 
in  his  speech  was  that  the  time  of  the  House 
was  being  wasted  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— No  ;  I  said  you  thought  so. 

Mr.  MILLS.— Well,  we  have  been  told  re- 
peatedly that  it  was  the  Gk>vemment  side  of 
the  House  that  was  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  and  the  country  in  this  debate,  whereas 
it  might  as  well  be  known  that  last  Friday 
evening  no  less  than  three  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  Opposition  side  followed  each  other 
in  succession,  while  we  were  anxiously  waiting 
for  the  Premier  to  close  the  debate  and  get  on 
with  the  work  of  the  country.  And  not  only, 
Sir,  did  these  three  members  speak  in  succes- 
sion, but  a  fourth  actually  got  up  and  moved 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  that  fact  is 

tuite  sufiicient  explanation  to  account  for  the 
ebate  having  continued  until  to-day.  But 
this  will  show  who  is  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  and  the  country.  Then,  Sir,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  he  reminded  me 
somewhat  of  a  purriug  pussy.  He  looked  very 
smooth  and  geutle  at  first,  but  as  he  went 
along  with  his  speech  we  saw  his  claws 
coming  out.  I  do  hope  the  time  has  not 
gone  by  when  we,  as  members  of  this  House, 
can  find  sufiicient  material  in  a  Budget  of  this 
kind  to  enable  us  to  exhaust  one  hour  in  a 
critical  discussion  without  descending  to  per- 
sonalities. To  my  mind,  if  you  take  from  this 
Budget  only  one  page  you  will  find  plenty  of 
material  to  tackle,  and  adversely  criticize  the 
administration  of  the  Government  if  you  wish, 
instead  of  doing  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  done  in  this  debate,  confined  himself  almost 
entirely  to  personal  attacks.  Now  I  come  to 
another  point.  If  there  is  one  thing  more 
reprehensible  than  another  it  is  for  honourable 
members  on  either  side  of  the  House  to  get  up 
and  say  something  with  regard  to  one  who 
cannot  be  here  to  defend  himself,  and  to  oast 
imputations  at  one  who  is  respected  by  every 
portion  of  the  community.  I  am  alluding  now, 
Sir,  to  the  Public  Trustee,  and  I  say  it  is  a  dis- 
grace to  any  one  who  would  dare  to  accuse  him 
of  stooping  to  accept  a  bribe,  and  I .  hurl  the 
charge  back  to  those  benches  from  whence  it 
came.  I  have  not  had  a  very  long  acquaint- 
ance with  the  gentleman  in  question  myself, 
but  from  what  I  do  know  of  him,  and  from 
what  I  have  heard  from  those  who  have  lived 


for  years  in  the  same  town  with  him,  I  am  cer- 
tain he  deserves  all  the  respect  he  has  gained. 
I  do  not  know  for  certain  where  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  comes  from,  but  I  know 
that  in  the  place  where  the  Public  Trustee  has 
lived  from  his  boyhood  he  is  looked  upon  as 
one  who  will  do  every  credit  to  the  position 
which  he  now  occupies.  And,  Sir,  there  it  no 
difference  in  the  salary.  The  inferenoe  to  be 
drawn  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  re> 
marks  was  that  the  Qovernment  had  suddenly 
launched  this  gentleman  into  a  new  posittoa^ 
with  double  salary,  and  for  some  unworthy 
motive.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  He  was  simply 
put  there  because  in  the  wisdom  and  judgment  of 
the  Executive  he  was  a  suitable  man  to  fill  that 
position,  and  he  has  been  a  credit  to  that  office 
ever  since  he  took  it  over.  The  Public  Trustee 
who  formerly  occupied  that  position  received 
the  very  same  salary  as  the  present  Trustee  now 
receives,  but  he  had  an  additional  £200  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Office.  Then,  we  had  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  some  unpleasant  remarks  regarding 
the  position  occupied  by  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  upon  a  mining  syndicate.  Now,  let  us 
look  at  the  matter  fairly  and  impartially.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  now  occupies  that 
position  has,  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
been  connected  with  mining,  and  has  for  many 
years  practised  as  a  mining  advocate,  a  position 
with  regard  to  the  Warden's  Oourt  very  similar 
to  that  of  a  solicitor  in  the  other  Courts  of  the 
colony,  and  no  concession  can  be  granted  to  any 
company  except  through  the  Warden's  Court. 
Now,  because  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  elevated  to  the  high  position  he  now  oc- 
cupies, is  there  any  reasonable  man  who  will 
say  he  should  be  obliged  to  disassociate  himself 
from  all  business  concerns  and  accept  nothing 
else  during  the  whole  of  the  term  he  occupies  tha« 
position  ?  Sir,  I  ask,  is  there  any  one  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  me  who  does  not 
do  something  as  a  matter  of  private  inoome 
for  himself — and  rightly  and  properly  so  ?  I 
would  resign  from  the  House  to-morrow  if  de- 
barred from  attending  to  my  private  business. 
It  is  quite  time  enough  to  raise  a  question  of 
this  kind  when  the  Premier  has  committed 
some  act  worthy  of  our  censure ;  and  if  suoh  a 
thing  should  happen  it  will  be  found  that  I 
will  join  with  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
just  as  readily  as  any  member  of  this  Mouse  in 
condenming  such  action.  But  I  contend,  in 
fairness  to  any  person  occupying  a  high  posi- 
tion in  political  life  in  this  colony,  it  is  im> 
possible  for  him  to  live  up  to  the  position  and 
carry  out  his  duties  on  the  miserable  pittance 
of  a  salary  allowed  to  those  who  oooapy  the 
position  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  And 
what  is  their  tenure  of  office  ?  As  a  rale,  a 
great  uncertainty.  Is  there  anything  else  to 
look  forward  to?  Nothing  whatever.  A  Ministry 
might  last  for  three  months ;  it  might  be  for 
three  years.  This  time  they  have  been  six  years 
on  these  benches,  and,  well,  they  are  here  now ; 
and  the  honourable  members  are  sitting  over 
there  as  usual  looking  smilingly  at  you,  Sir» 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  remain  there  a 
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vexy  loog  time  yel.  But  it  does  not  alter  the 
principle,  it  does  not  alter  the  poettion,  whioh 
I  contend  is  this :  that  any  honourable  gentle- 
man in  this  House  has  a  perfect  right  to  do 
what  he  thinks  right  and  proper  in  the  intexests 
of  himself  and  family  by  way  of  private 
business  outside  his  political  duty.  Do  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  want  to  create 
nothing  but  political  adventurers  ?  What  we 
have  to  trouble  about  is  whether  he  neglects 
the  interests  of  the  colony  while  holding  a 
position  in  a  private  company.  And  the 
honourable  gentleman  went  further  in  this 
matter  by  insinuating  that  the  Righl  Hon. 
the  Premier  was  the  same  as  a  Oivil 
servant.  In  that  he  displayed,  I  think, 
bis  utter  ignorance  of  the  whole  position. 
We  know  perfectly  well  that  Civil  servants 
have  their  rights  fixed  by  statute,  and  in  some 
cases  the  older  Civil  servants  have  a  right 
io  a  pension,  and  some  are  now  receiving 
pensions,  and  will  receive  them  until  they  die — 
a  very  different  position  to  a  member  forminff 
part  of  a  Ministry  in  this  colony.  But  I  would 
ask  honourable  members  to  look  at  the  matter 
sot  in  any  spirit  of  bitterness  of  feeling,  but 
impartially ;  and  probably,  Sir,  when  they  do 
this,  and  put  it  to  themselves  and  ask  them- 
selves if  they  were  to  occupy  this  position  what 
they  would  do,  their  answer  would  be  that  they 
would  feel  and  do  as  they  thought  right  and 
jost  to  the  colony,  while  going  in  the  way  they 
thought  best  for  themselves.  Then,  Sir,  there 
was  another  remark  the  honourable  member 
made  use  of  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  ex- 
penses of  the  Premier's  going  Home.  Through- 
out the  debate  in  this  House  in  April  last  I 
understood  from  honourable  members  of  the 
Opposition  that  they  would  raise  no  discussion 
over  the  amount  whioh  might  be  required 
for  expenses  on  the  trip  Home  and  back 
to  the  colony.  That  was  what  I  clearly 
understood  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  have  noticed  dur- 
ing my  career  in  this  House,  I  have  never 
found  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side 
carrying  out  what  we  call  a  cheeseparing  and 
parsimonious  policy  in  regard  to  any  charges 
for  the  travelling-expenses  of  Ministers  when 
away  from  the  colony  on  its  business.  They 
always  acted  in  a  reasonable  and  gentlemanly 
way.  Now,  I  contend  that  in  making  a  com- 
parison such  as  the  honourable  member  did  he 
was  most  invidious ;  in  fact,  I  say  that  there 
is  no  use  in  bringing  forward  this  matter  and 
making  such  insinuations  excepting  in  order  to 
stir  up  an  unpleasant  feeling. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  am  doing  nothing  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Sir,  if  you  intended  nothing  of 
the  kind,  then  you  managed  the  very  opposite 
remarkably  well.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  any 
cue  who  reads  what  you  have  said  could  only 
come  to  one  conclusion,  and  that  is  that  it  was 
to  tell  against  the  Premier,  who  it  was  to  be 
inferred  was  making  some  outrageous  charge 
for  his  passage  Home.  I  have  heard  something 
about  this  matter,  and  I  am  in  a  position  to 
say  that  if  you  take  the  balance  of  whatever 
there  might  be  over  from  actual  expenses  there 


is  precious  little  to  go  into  any  one's  pocket, 
but  that  there  is  the  reverse— namely,  some- 
thing to  come  out  of  the  Premier's  own  pocket ; 
and  I  contend  that  if  you  send  the  Premier  of 
the  colony  Home  he  is  not  supposed  to  travel 
in  such  a  way  as  to  reflect  discredit  on  the 
country  from  which  he  came.  The  Premier  of 
Sydney  went  Home  alone,  and  he  was  not 
there  as  long  as  the  Premier  of  New  Zealand 
by  some  weeks,  and,  of  course,  his  expenses 
would  not  be  so  great.  I  saw  in  a  paper  that 
the  amount  of  his  expenses,  as  put  before  the 
New  South  Wales  Parliament,  was  £1,000.  I 
think  that,  if  you  want  to  institute  a  com- 
parison, you  want  to  understand  what  this 
money  was  expended  for.  You  want  to  under- 
stand where  the  comparison  comes  in  as 
between  the  two  before  you  can  come  to  a 
proper  conclusion.  But  if  you  want  to  reduce  it 
purely  to  the  commercial  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion, if  you  want  to  make  it  merely  one  of 
pounds  shillings  and  pence,  bring  it  down 
to  that  sordid  level  at  once  and  consider  what 
the  Premier  has  done  with  regard  to  many 
matters  he  went  Home  about.  Take  the  ques- 
tion of  the  reduction  of  the-  freights  alone. 
The  honourable  members  on  the  other  side 
would  claim  that  they  have  saved  £100,000  per 
annum  to  this  country  by  means  of  that  reduc- 
tion. Well,  I  challenge  that  statement ;  but 
suppose  we  credit  them  with  half  of  that 
amount,  then  I  am  also  prepared  to  state 
emphatically  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier was  instrumental  in  securing  the  other 
£50,000  at  least.  What  was  the  commission 
on  that  ?  What  would  it  amount  to  ?  One 
would  think  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
started  from  New  Zealand,  went  Home,  and 
travelled  for  his  own  pleasure  all  the  time, 
taking  no  notes  of  passing  events,  or  did 
nothing  for  the  colony,  and  then  came  back 
and  asked  for  this  amount  to  be  given  him, 
instead  of  its  being  only  an  amount  incurred 
for  actual  exnenses.  I  think  that  if  there  were 
to  be  any  feeling  brought  into  this  question  on 
the  return  of  the  Premier,  it  ought  to  have 
been  stated  before  he  left  the  colony  that  the 
House  would  limit  him  to  a  certain  amount 
which  he  was  not  to  exceed.  I  understand 
that  the  Agent-Qeneral  received  £500  to  go 
Home,  and  £500  for  his  return,  making  up 
£1,000  for  expenses;  therefore,  in  that  case, 
by  way  of  comparison,  I  think  it  is  un- 
worthy to  discuss  the  matter  now  as  to 
whether  the  amount  placed  on  the  esti- 
mates is  reasonable,  or  whether  it  exceeds 
the  limit  honourable  members  thought  of. 
Sir,  I  have  to  pass  along  quickly,  as  the  time 
is  limited.  I  was  rather  astonished  when  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  spoke  on  this  debate, 
because.  Sir,  as  a  rule  the  honourable  member 
always  gives  his  followers  a  proper  lead,  but  on 
this  occasion  he  seemed  to  depart  from  the 
usual  custom.  He,  Sir,  usually  confines  him- 
self to  those  choice  sentences  and  nicely- 
rounded  periods  that  we  listen  to  with  so 
much  pleasure.  However,  the  honourable 
gentleman's  first  illustration  by  way  of  com- 
parison on  this  Budget  was  a  very  coarse  one. 
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I  ragret  to  say,  from  my  point  of  view,  and 
I  do  not  wonder  at  some  other  honoarable 
gentlemen  of  the  Opposition  becoming  a  little 
coarser  in  their  remarks  as  they  went  along. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  honoarable  gentle- 
man forgot  his  usual  courtesy — at  any  rate, 
as  far  as  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  listen- 
ing to  him.  Sir,  was  there  any  criticism,  or 
anything  in  the  shape  of  criticism  or  argument, 
in  either  of  the  other  honourable  gentlemen's 
speeches  ?  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  listened 
to  a  more  flimsy  deliverance  than  I  listened  to 
during  this  debate  from  so  many  members  of 
the  Opposition.  Nearly  every  member  who 
has  attacked  the  Budget  has,  no  doubt,  started 
his  speech  with  that  intention,  but  before 
going  very  far  he  has  wandered  all  over  the 
compass,  criticizing  everything  but  the  Bud- 
get. What  did  the  honourable  member  for 
Pateado?  He  summarised  the  whole  of  this 
Budget  as  being  not  equal  to  the  production  of 
a  Fourth  Standard  school-boy,  but  said  that  it 
ought  to  have  been  read  aloud  when  brought 
into  this  Chamber.  That  «vas  the  style  of 
argument  we  had ;  and  following  on  that  we 
had  Sir  Robert  Stout.  The  first  point  he 
brought  forward  was  that  the  Budget  ought  not 
to  be  read — that  it  was  jumbled  and  muddled, 
and  had  so  many  inconsistencies — was  involved, 
in  fact — a  frightful  labyrinth  in  every  way,  and 
contained  no  policy  whatever.  He  also  defied 
any  one  to  understand  it.  Well,  that  was  going 
a  very  long  way.  And  after  this  we  had  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura.  The  very 
first  thing  he  told  us  was  that  amongst  other 
things  the  Budget  was  most  cleverly  worded ; 
showing  the  House  what  different  opinions 
there  are  amongst  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  with  regard  to  the  Budget.  He  also 
stated  there  was  nothing  in  it  at  all ;  and  after 
listen ing  to  this  I  was  astonished  that  all 
these  honourable  gentlemen  took  so  long  to 
expound  their  ideas  on  a  Budget  that  con- 
tained nothing.  I  was  more  than  astounded. 
I  should  have  thought  five  minutes  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  discuss  a  Budget  that  con- 
tained nothing.  The  next  member  I  have 
noted  was  the  senior  member  for  Dunediu 
City.  Well,  Sir,  there  is  a  singular  point  I 
have  learnt  during  the  time  I  have  been  in  the 
House.  We  have  often  seen  that  a  straw  will 
indicate  how  the  wind  blows  or  the  current 
goes,  and  when  you  see  a  great  number  of 
tickets  for  the  ladies'  gallery  in  strong 
requisition  you  can  look  forward  to  some 
gentleman  being  expected  to  give  an  hour's 
amusement.  In  this  case  I  was  satisfied  we 
should  have  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  the 
senior  member  for  Punedin  City  whenever  the 
galleries  were  lighted  up.  And  what  was  the 
honourable  gentleman's  speech?  Well,  Sir, 
there  was  a  sound  almost  like  distant  thunder 
reverberating  in  every  comer  of  the  chamber — 
sometimes  like  the  scream  of  an  eagle  ;  and  I 
oommenced  to  take  down  some  notes — in  fact, 
took  down  a  great  many— but  when  I  came  to 
look  them  through  and  to  analyse  and  dissect 
them  the  matter  in  his  remarks  dwindled  away 
and  was  more  like  the  twitter  of  a  **  he  tom- 
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tit "  than  anything  I  have  heard  for  manj  a 
day.  After  listening  so  what  he  had  to  say  I 
could  quite  realise  that  he  spoke  the  tmth 
about  the  Budget  when  be  said  that  he  did  not 
understand  it,  for  he  only  told  us  the  same  as 
other  members—  that  the  Budget  was  all  pad- 
ding, and  a  Budget  unworthy  of  the  Premiar. 
But,  Sir,  we  cannot  provide  intelligenoe  for  the 
Opposition.  Amongst  other  things  he  told  us 
this :  he  said  he  could  go  back  and  speak  of 
twenty-five  years'  experience  in  the  colony,  and 
could  show  what  good  had  been  done  by  his 
side  of  the  House.  Sir,  I  could  go  back  another 
ten  orl&fteen  years  beyond  that  date,  and  coold 
explain,  if  it  was  worth  my  while,  something 
with  regard  to  that  party  anything  but 
creditable ;  but  I  do  not  think  we  derive  any 
benefit  from  unearthing  or  exhuming  reo(»dft 
of  that  date  unless  we  can  show  a  moral  or 
something  of  advantage  to  deduce  from  it  by 
way  of  comparison.  I  know  perfectly  well  the 
time  when  the  small  farmers  were  in  the 
power  of  the  big  landed  proprietors  of  that 
day ;  and  if  a  man  dared  in  those  days  to  go  on 
a  large  run  and  purchase  two  hundred  or  five 
hundred  acres  he  was  immediately  stigmatised 
as  a  "cockatoo,"  tabooed,  and,  figuratively 
speaking,  died  a  lingering  death,  and  the 
chances  were,  he  and  his  family  lost  that 
piece  of  land.  Now  the  old  order  of  thinn 
IS  reversed,  and  the  small  farmer  is  the  badt- 
bone  of  the  country.  I  am  referring  to  oir- 
cumstances  that  I  know  were  perfectly  trua 
It  is  no  use,  however,  referring  further  to  that 
distant  date  by  way  of  speaking  on  the  Budget 
of  to-day.  Now,  Sir,  the  senior  member  for 
Dunedin  City  did  all  he  possibly  could  in  ten 
minutes  to  belittle  the  Premier,  and  I  am  going 
to  draw  a  slight  contrast  between  the  two  men. 
If  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City  is  so 
fond  of  opening  up  personal  matters  he  will 
not  be  offended  if  I  contrast  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  with  himself.  I  remember  the 
senior  member  for  Dunedin  City  when  he  came 
to  this  House  in  1884.  I  recollect  the  wonderful 
effort  of  forensic  eloquence  shown  by  that 
honourable  member  in  a  great  speech  he  made 
at  that  time.  He  was  applauded  all  through 
the  country;  and  what  was  the  result?  He 
went  up  like  a  balloon,  quite  on  the  tip-top 
pedestal  of  political  fame,  and  came  down  like 
a  shower  of  sparks  from  a  rocket,  and  there  he 
remains,  unhonoured,  unwept,  and  unsung. 
He  has  had  ten  years'  political  service,  aed 
can  he  point  to  any  great  measure  that  he 
brought  forward  and  passed  through  this 
House  for  the  benefit  of  mankind?  No.  I 
think  it  would  be  far  wiser  if  he  sat  there  and 
paid  attention  to  his  duties,  and  probably  in  a 
few  years  hence  he  may  aspire  to  get  some- 
where nearer  to  where  his  present  leader  is, 
but  I  doubt  if  he  will  ever  get  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  On  the  other  hand,  what  do  we  see  ? 
We  see  the  Right.  Hon.  the  Premier,  who  has 
climbed  every  rung  of  the  political  ladder  from 
the  very  lowest  one  until  he  has  landed  where 
he  now  remains.  That  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  shown  a  great  deal  of  abili^ 
during  the  time  he  has  remained  in  this  post- 
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don  I  do  Dot  sappose  there  is  »  single 
member  in  this  Hoaee  will  dispake  or  deny. 
They  may  not  agree  with  all  bis  policy,  but  I 
do  not  think  any  one  in  this  House  will  say 
that,  after  his  twenty-one  years*  hard  and 
oonsecative  service,  he  has  not  earned  the 
position  he  is  in  at  the  present  time.  Well,  Sir, 
to  my  mind,  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
climbed  this  ladder  steadily,  and  for  intelli- 
gence, energy,  and  foroe  of  oharaoter  he  has 
proved  himself  a  man  of  consolidated  abiliify, 
worthy  of  all  the  honours  he  has  received,  and 
fit  to  occupy  the  position  we  now  find  him 
in.  The  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City 
must  not  think  that  when  we  on  this  side  of 
the  House  are  attacked  in  the  way  he  has  done 
we  are  not  to  retaliate  and  not  to  defend 
our  position.  That  would  be  really  absurd, 
and  he  will  find  himself  grievously  mistaken. 
4  80  ^^  ^  understand  there  are  two 
parties  in  the  House:  the  country 
midexBtands  that  too.  We  are  not  here  to  at- 
tack, we  are  here  to  defend  our  position ;  and 
whenever  honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  House  get  up  and  give  forth  an  oratori- 
cal display  which  might  be  classified  as  almost 
peraoDaJ  abuse,  and  hurl  charges  against  this 
tide  of  the  House,  I  say  it  is  our  duty  to  refute 
those  charges  and  statements,  and  we  intend 
to  do  so.  I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  in  many 
ways  this  is  realised ;  but  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  I  would  give  a  little  advice,  and  say, 
]o8t  allow  time  to  go  on,  and  get  some  one  who 
can  point  to  himself  as  having  shown  some  ex- 
ceptional ability  before  he  again  talks  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  him.  Sir, 
I  believe  it  would  be  far  better  if  one  and  all 
of  us  gave  our  attention  to  doing  our  best 
to  elevate  Parliament  instead  of  trying,  as 
some  have  done,  to  bring  it  down  to  a  lower 
level.  Why,  Sir,  I  think  it  was  Macaulay,  the 
great  historian,  who  said  that  there  were  two 
things  which  ought  never  to  be  treated  with 
levit^ — ^religion  and  politics.  If  he  were  alive 
nowadays  and  came  into  this  House  I  am 
afraid  he  would  be  just  as  much  astonished  as 
my  old  grandmother  would  if  she  rose  from  her 
last  resting-place  and  saw  the  young  ladies 
tiding  around  on  **  bikes."  He  would  be  just  as 
much  surprised,  and  a  little  more,  perhaps. 
However,  we  live  in  an  age  of  progress,  and 
oustoms  and  manners  have  changed,  so  I  am 
not  going  to  find  fault  with  honourable  mem- 
bers for  the  way  in  which  they  speak,  be- 
eause  they  probably  know  as  much,  and  more, 
about  the  subject  than  I  do ;  but,  still,  we 
all  hold  individual  opinions,  and  I  think  we 
might,  one  and  all,  endeavour,  if  not  success- 
fully, to  set  a  better  example  in  the  speeches 
we  deliver.  Now,  I  must  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  the  Budget.  I  have  gone  very 
earefully  through  this  document,  and  I  find  so 
mukj  things  of  importance  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  deal  with  them,  or  even  a  small 
portion  of  them,  within  the  time  to  which  we 
ate  limited.  There  are  many  matters  which 
honourable  members  might  discuss  for  an  hour 
with  credit  to  themselves  and  credit  to  the 
oountry,  because  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  dis- 
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cussions  of  this  kind  the  very  fact  of  interchange 
of  opinions  often  leads  to  better  results  than 
might  have  been  anticipated  at  the  outset.  Sir, 
I  make  it  a  point  in  speaking  in  a  financial 
debate  not  to  go  into  a  mass  of  figures — not 
because  I  do  not  understand  them,  but  I  do 
think,  whatever  I  may  say  to  the  country  with 
regard  to  these  figures,  I  have  no  responsibility 
whatever,  and  I  leave  it  for  the  Treasurer  to 
further  explain  what  is  the  true  position  when- 
ever any  discrepancy  is  attempted  to  be  shown 
in  the  figures.  But  I  would  like  to  tell  the 
country  that,  taking  the  Budget  from  its  finan- 
cial point  of  view,  I  find  the  net  debt  on  the 
81st  March  was  £42,552,824;  but  I  think  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  try  to  make  out  any- 
thing like  a  balance-sheet,  and  say  we  have 
made  progress  or  otherwise,  unless  I  go  into  the 
matter  in  detail,  and  go  into  the  books  in  detail^ 
and  find  out  exactly  what  this  money  has  been 
expended  for.  If  I  found  £500  had  been  ex- 
pended on  a  reproductive  work — something 
that  to  my  conmieroial  mind  would  bring  back 
good  interest  on  the  outlay — I  would  have  to 
make  a  proper  allowance  for  that,  and  therefore 
if  a  man  wanted  to  discuss  the  financial  posi- 
tion only  he  would  require  to  leave  out  all 
other  surroundings  and  take  his  hour  in  dis- 
cussing the  financial  position,  and  probably 
then  would  not  have  finished  his  task.  I 
look  upon  it  that  this  colony  is  no  more  than 
a  large  estate,  that  the  Government  are  the 
executive  and  trustees  of  the  estate,  and 
they  have  done  their  best  in  a  practi- 
cal way  to  manage  the  estate  to  the 
best  advantage;  and,  so  far  as  we  know — 
at  any  rate,  judged  by  the  last  time  the 
count^  was  appealed  to — the  outside  public 
view  the  matter  in  the  same  light,  and  are 
satisfied  to  give  them  a  longer  term  of  office. 
Sir,  I  notice  in  the  Budget  a  reference  to 
building  the  new  library.  I  am  very  pleased  to 
see  that  a  start  is  to  be  made  with  erecting 
such  premises  as  will  preserve  to  us  the  ancient 
records  that  we  have  in  that  library,  and  make 
provision  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  valuable 
volumes  we  have  there  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  would  ask  the  Premier  to  do  a  little  more,  and 
make  this  House  of  Parliament  a  useful  and 
convenient  one  for  the  necessities  of  members. 
This  place  may  have  suited  twenty  years  ago, 
but  these  small  corridors  and  the  accommo- 
dation for  visitors  are  nothing  more  or  less 
than  disgraceful,  to  my  mind.  They  are  not 
wide  enough  for  two  persons  to  pass  abreast, 
and  when  you  take  a  visitor  into  that  shabby, 
miserable  little  place  at  the  back  the  accommo- 
dation is  not  equal  to  that  of  a  fourth-rate 
publichouse.  A  very  little  expense  would  im- 
prove it ;  and  if  the  library  is  to  be  built  here,  I 
hope  the  Premier,  when  thinking  the  matter 
over,  will  be  able  to  combine  the  work,  and 
thus  produce  a  satisfactory  result.  Now,  I 
have  a  few  words  to  say  with  regard  to  roads 
and  bridges.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  simply  im- 
possible to  leave  these  matters  out  of  the 
discussion  in  our  Parliament.    You  may  sbj 
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but  there  is  no  question,  wherever  you  go  in 
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the  outskirts  of  any  electorate  you  will  find 
men  wlio  are  the  pioneers  there,  who  are  doing 
the  actuiil  work  of  extending  settlement, 
and  these  are  the  men  who,  with  growing 
families,  must  have,  at  any  rate,  a  decent 
road  for  their  children  to  get  to  school.  And  I 
say  this :  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  not 
the  sliglitest  diffidence  in  asking  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  place  £10,000  or  £20,000  on  the  esti- 
mates to  be  expended  in  my  electorate  to  con- 
siruct  roadd  and  bridges  which  are  necessary 
for  settlement.  I  have  not  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  their  expending  even  twice  as  much ; 
in  fact,  I  am  quite  prepared,  like  Oliver  Twist, 
to  take  a'l  I  get  and  come  back  for  more. 
That  is  tht^  feeling  I  have  with  regard  to  asking 
the  Government  to  allocate  sufficient  money 
to  do  wbar,  is  only  justice  to  those  outlying 
settlers.  We  all  know  that  the  towns  are 
maintained  by  the  country— there  can  be  no 
question  about  that — and  the  more  you  open 
up  the  arteries  for  the  supply  of  the  town, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  producers  of  the 
colony,  the  more  progress  you  attain,  and  you 
are  onl>  doing  what  is  just  to  those  producers. 
It  cannot  be  looked  upon  fits  a  gift,  for  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  advancement  of 
the  country.  There  are  some  electorates  where 
no  expenditure,  or  very  little,  has  been  made 
on  railway- works,  and  those  of  my  honourable 
friends  on  either  side  of  the  House  who  reside 
in  more  favuured  districts—such  as  Canterbury 
and  Otago,  wiih  their  network  of  railways — do 
not  realise  what  difference  it  makes  to  the 
farmer  who  has  to  carry  his  produce  probably 
twenty,  twenty-five,  or  thirty  miles  before  he 
reaches  a  railway  ;  and  I  think  it  is  only  rea- 
sonable and  only  right  that  this  money  should 
be  spent  on  roads  in  districts  that  require 
onening  up  for  the  purposes  of  settlement. 
Tnere  are  some  districts  in  which  this  work  is 
well  advanced,  and  there  are  others  which  are 
simply  in  their  primitive  state,  or  nearly  so, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  other  members  of 
this  House  represent  electorates  of  the  same 
class.  But  until  we  get  a  proper  system  of 
local  government  you  will  never  be  able  to 
divest  this  House  of  the  necessity  of  talking 
about  roads  and  bridges  and  helping  in  road- 
making  ;  or  until  we  give  them  local  governing 
powers  and  necessary  monetary  assistance  to 
cany  out  the  important  works  intrusted  to 
their  supervinion.  With  regard  to  our  railways 
and  public  works,  I  think  the  fact  that  the 
increased  tiraffic  on  pur  railways  was  repre- 
sented by  £510,000  of  receipts  over  expenditure, 
and  that  they  paid  at  the  rate  of  £3  Ss.  lOd.  per 
cent,  on  the  capital  per  annum,  is  quite  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  my  saying  a  few  words  on  them. 
As  for  the  public- works  policy  foreshadowed, 
honourable  members  will  recollect  that  we 
were  supposed  to  have  two  main  trunk  railway- 
lines  in  the  colony.  Ever  since  I  have  been  in 
this  House  I  have  heard  those  who  advocate 
the  Korth  Island  Main  Trunk  line  finding 
fault  with,  the  money  which  had  been  ear- 
marked for  the  line  being  expended  in  other 
places.  And  they  were  quite  right.  Now,  I 
nave  often  thought  that  we  should  have  devoted 
Mr.  MUh 


all  our  money  to  opening  those  main  lines  first, 
so  far  as  we  can.  And  I  may  say  that  mistakes 
have  been  made  in  the  past  by  nmning  rail- 
ways from  port  to  port  along  the  seap^socwi. 
In  this  matter  I  consider  that  we  might  have 
economized  the  heavy  expenditure  on  some  of 
these  lines,  and  paid  freights  by  steam  or  ' 
other  vessels.  However,  I  think  the  main  lines 
should  be  pushed  on  steadily.  Look  at  the 
South  Island.  What  is  the  position  in  that 
part  of  the  Island  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  ?  We  have  only  about  eighteen  miles 
of  railway  constructed  mider  all  the  pablio- 
works  policy ;  and  we  have  a  few  miles  of  earth- 
work laid  down,  in  which  position  it  has  bean 
for  some  years,  so  that  it  is  simply  eating  itself 
out  in  interest.  If  we  oould  only  get  the  Uns 
laid  down  to  the  Awatere  River,  and  a  com- 
bined traffio-bridge  thrown  over  that  riTer,  it 
would  revolutionise  the  postion  of  a  great  nam- 
her  of  the  settlers  there.  We  have  already 
been  trying  to  establish  small- farm  settlements 
there.  'One  is  the  Blind  River  Estate,  aboot 
which  a  number  of  honomrable  members  have 
found  fault,  stating  that  it  was  a  big  mistake 
all  through ;  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  that 
day  has  gone  by.  Those  who  are  living  on  that 
estate  now  are  making  headway,  and  they  wonld 
soon  have  comfortable  homes  if  the  House  would 
only  grant  sufficient  money  to  make  something 
like  a  decent  road  to  enable  them  to  get  their 
produce  away.  I  was  speaking  the  other  day 
to  two  of  them,  and  they  told  me  they  will 
have  nearly  1,500  tons  of  produce  to  remove, 
and  yet  they  are  without  a  road.  There  is  not 
a  legal  road  to  the  estate.  There  are  only  two 
roads,  and  they  are  trespass  roads  through  the 
Starborough  Estate. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— How  far  are  they  from 
the  main  road  ? 

Mr.  MILLS. — The  main  road  is  a  tremss 
road.  The  estate  starts  about  three  miles  nom 
the  main  road  and  goes  towards  the  sea.  We 
have  recently  had  a  new  road  laid  ofi  from 
about  the  centre  of  the  Blind  River  Estate,  so 
as  to  enable  the  settlers  to  get  to  Blenheim 
quicker,  which  will  reduce  the  distance  by  nine 
miles,  bringing  them  within  seventeen  miles 
of  Blenheim.  But  I  contend.  Sir,  that  Mad- 
borough  has  never  had  those  reasonable  oon- 
cessions  it  should  have  had.  I  do  not  know  a 
single  river  in  New  Zealand  that  oompans  | 
with  the  Awatere  River — such  a  dangerous 
river,  and  which  is  now  unbridged.  Sir,  ma^y 
valuable  lives  have  been  lost  in  it,  and  it  Is 
unsafe  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  being 
generally  discoloured,  and  in  any  oase  it  is  a 
river  that  ought  to  be  bridged.  I  look  on  the 
bridge  as  one  that  ought  to  come  under  our 
colonial  system,  and  not  form  any  part  of  the 
roadmaking  of  the  local  Board. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  What  is  the  local 
rating  ? 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  forget  the  amount,  but  ths 
land  is  all  taken  up  as  sheep-runs  in  the 
locality — right  from  ten  miles  out  of  Blenheim 
—and  my  impression  is  that  they  rate  them- 
selves to  the  highest— |d.  in  the  ^und;  in 
fact,  the  residents  do  their  best  to  maintain  ths 
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«oad,  but  it  is  impossible  for  the  local  body  to 
•construct  a  bridge  of  the  dimensions  required 
for  the  Awatere.  I  do  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  vote  placed  on  the  estimates  last  jear  will 
be  largely  supplemented  and  placed  on  the  list 
again  this  year,  and  that  th^  work  may  be 
•started  at  once  and  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
It  is  on  the  main  road  from  Picton  to  the  Bluff, 
and  it  will  eventually  carry  the  main  trunk 
'line  of  railway,  so  that  it  is  not  asking  too 
much  to  have,  at  any  rate,  a  bridge  to  enable 
the  settlers  to  move  about  with  safety.  Then, 
there  is  a  large  block  of  country  there  which 
is  suitable  for  settlement,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  hear  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  is  making 
inquiries  with  a  view  to  acquiring  some 
of  the  estates.  I  believe  that  in  one  case  the 
iriistees  are  quite  willing  to  sell  a  fine  piece  of 
agricultural  and  pastoral  land,  and  if  the 
Government  take  proper  steps  in  this  case  I 
have  no  doubt  the  land  will  be  opened  for 
settlement  within  a  reasonable  time.  In- 
cluded in  this  soheme  is  another  matter  that 
I  wish  to  mention  to  the  House,  and  that  is 
that  in  Picton,  which  is  the  port  of  the  pro- 
vince, the  wharf-accommodation  is  far  and 
away  insufficient  for  the  traffic.  There  is  a 
growing  traffic,  for  larger  steamers  are  coming 
in  every  week,  and  it  is  not  possible  for  them 
to  get  alongside  the  wharf  to  take  away  the 
frozen  meat  which  is  produced  there.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  something  will  be  done  in  this 
matter.  I  understand  an  officer  from  the 
Marine  Department  has  visited  the  harbour 
and  taken  soundings,  and  his  report  states— 
and  any  impartial  person  who  goes  there 
mast  admit—that  the  work  is  a  direct 
necessity  and  of  colonial  importance.  There 
is  another  paragraph  in  the  Budget,  with 
reference  to  appointing  experts  at  Home.  I 
•ootdially  agree  with  that,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  single  member  in  the  House  who 
bivs  not  long  since  realised  the  fact  that 
ihe  man  who  only  advertises  himself  by 
keeping  his  name  over  the  door,  and  thinks 
that  sufficient,  is  not  doing  enough  to  extend 
bis  business,  and  that  he  is  making  a  vast 
mistake.  Two  or  three  years  ago  I  said  it 
would  be  advisable  to  place  four  or  five  experts 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Agent- General  in 
I^ndon — men  who  could  move  about  north, 
eoath,  east,  or  west,  or  go  even  on  the  Oon- 
tinent,  to  do  their  best  to  show  to  the  outside 
world  what  this  colony  is  able  to  produce,  and 
what  quantities  it  could  supply  annually.  I 
am  satisfied  we  would  reap  the  reward  for  our 
expenditure  over  and  over  again  if  only  men  of 
the  right  sort  are  appointed.  Of  course,  it  may 
be  done  by  some  of  those  firms  who  have 
large  connections  at  Home,  who  have  widely- 
-extended  connections,  but  at  the  same  time 
I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  no  use  half-doing  it. 
T^e  best  plan  will  be  to  select  m^n  whose 
whole  time  will  be  given  to  further  extending 
tlie  trade  and  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
colony,  and  the  lew  hundreds  we  might  have 
to  pay  them  would  give  us  a  return  tenfold  in 
a  year  or  two.  Now,  Sir,  another  matter  which 
I  take   a   very  great  interest  in,  and  upon 


which  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  is  in  regard 
to  our  forests  and  forestry.  I  believe  that  the 
idea  is  rapidly  growing  among  many  members 
that  we  have  not  hitherto  done  sufficient  for 
the  conservation  of  our  forests.  I  have  not 
time  now  even  to  read  what  the  figures  are 
approximately  with  regard  to  our  forest  land 
in  this  country ;  but,  from  a  return  that 
I  got  the  other  day,  it  appears  there  is 
only  something  like  seventeen  million  aores 
of  forest  land  in  the  colony  altogether,  and 
I  believe  that  a  great  number  of  those  acres  are 
not  heavily  timbered.  They  say  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  forest  land  is  suitable  for  settle- 
ment. If  it  is  suitable  for  settlement,  then  it 
is  totally  unfit  for  sawmilling  purposes,  and  that 
class  of  land  should  be  utilised.  I  agree  with 
utilising  that  class  of  land,  but  I  say  there  is 
no  worse  policy  we  can  adopt  than  to  sacrifice 
the  valuable  timber  that  we  have  now  left  in 
the  colonv.  A  short  time  ago  a  Conference  was 
held  in  Wellington,  and  I  think  a  lot  of  valu- 
able information  was  collected  at  that  Con- 
ference, and  that  the  consensus  of  opinion 
there  arrived  at  will  materially  help  this  im- 
portant business  as  time  goes  on.  But  in  my 
opinion  the  first  thing  that  ought  to  be  done  is 
this :  We  find  that  the  Government  and  the 
people  in  the  colony  are  selling  a  valuable 
national  asset  at  far  below  what  its  market- 
able value  should  be.  The  small  amount  raised 
in  this  colony  for  our  beautiful  forests  is  ridioa- 
lous,  and  the  tithes  on  royalties  should  be 
doubled.  That  is  the  keynote  to  work  from, 
and  will  do  more  to  make  our  settlers  realise 
the  true  value  of  their  timber  than  anything 
else.  If  there  was  a  small  rise,  what  does  it 
mean — say,  6d.  a  hundred  to  the  consumer? 
It  means  very  little,  because  an  ordinary  man 
can  build  a  house  for  himself,  and  if  he  has 
such  a  quantity  as  20,000  ft.  of  timber  at  6d. 
a  hundred,  what  does  it  mean  ?  Simplv  a  five- 
pound  note  added  to  the  contract  which  he 
has  given  to  the  architect  or  the  builder  who 
is  going  to  construct  the  building.  But  it 
would  have  this  effect ;  the  ordinary  men  who 
own  timber  would  immediately  look  after  their 
forest  land  and  say,  **  From  this  time  out  we 
shall  be  careful  not  to  waste  it,  because  we 
know  perfectly  well  that  if  we  do  not  it  will 
soon  become  more  valuable."  1  am  sorry  to 
say  that  millions  of  pounds'  worth  have 
been  wasted,  disappeared  in  smoke  and 
ashes,  in  this  colony.  Thousands  and  thoa- 
sands  of  pounds'  worth  of  timber  have 
been  consumed  in  that  way  in  one  solitary 
district,  while  up  North  large  fires  in  the  kauri 
bush  have  devastated  thousands  of  acres  of 
the  most  beautiful  forests  that  have  ever  been 
seen  in  any  part  of  the  world.  The  Minister 
of  Lands  asks  me  how  are  we  to  prevent  this. 
As  regards  fires,  I  admit  there  are  many  diffi- 
culties in  the  way ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  real  conservation  of  our  forests  is  to  let  the 
work  be  carried  on  by  the  pioneers  of  settlement 
— and  those  are  the  sawmillers  themselves— 
under  proper  supervision.  They  are  the  na- 
tural pioneers  of  all  bush  settlement,  because 
the  amall  settler  is  not  able  to  fall  and  drag  out 
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this  timber  to  the  poBttion  where  it  may  be 
made  available.  He  is  not  used  to  it ;  neither 
has  he  the  necessary  appliances.  Not  only 
that,  but  where  there  is  a  large  block  of 
timber  land,  and  a  namber  of  settlers  are 
living  on  that  particular  block,  and  each  one 
clearing  a  portion  of  the  block,  it  means 
this :  that  the  sawmiller — ^who  has  to  compete 
with  the  outside  public,  or  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  same  kind  of  business  in 
other  parts  of  the  country — cannot  afford  to 
lay  his  tramway  from  one  block  to  the  other 
through  this  timber  land,  which  is  full  of 
fallen  logs  piled  up  and  lying  one  on  top  of 
another.  At  any  rate,  the  expense  makes 
Buoh  work  prohibitive  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned. The  difficulty  may  be,  I  think, 
obviated  if  all  our  timber  land  that  is 
worth  preserving  as  being  fit  for  sawmilling 
is  worked  by  the  sawmiller  first ;  and  then, 
as  the  land  is  denuded  of  the  timber,  it 
should  be  opened  up  for  settlement  as  fast 
as  ever  it  can  be  done.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  throughout  New  Zealand,  wherever  you 
refer  to,  you  find  that  wherever  the  saw- 
miller has  been  working  a  sawmill  for  any- 
thing like  a  number  of  years  those  who 
have  worked  for  the  sawmillers  are  men 
in  comfortable  circumstances  —  I  will  not 
say  men  of  wealth,  but  they  have  made 
comfortable  homes  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  even  where  sawmilling  has  not  been 
successful,  and  made  money  for  themselves. 
Well,  Sir,  the  limited  time  at  my  disposal  will 
not  allow  me,  as  I  say,  to  deal  with  many 
figures,  therefore  I  simply  accept  the  State- 
ment as  we  have  it  placed  before  us.  I  think 
that  the  men  in  whose  integrity  we  thoroughly 
believe  can  have  no  object  to  mislead  this 
House  in  compiling  their  Statement ;  and,  in 
looking  over  the  Budget,  I  notice  that  in  the 
year  1896-97  we  commenced  with  a  surplus  of 
£215,558,  the  receipts  in  excess  of  expenditure 
being  £188,728,  so  that  we  have  now  a  surplus 
of  £854,286.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  satisfied ;  but  I 
have  heard  honourable  gentlemen  discussing 
this  Budget,  and  referring  to  this  subject, 
and  mixing  up  surplus  with  profits.  I  think. 
Sir,  if  they  will  only  refer  to  the  diction- 
ary they  will  ascertain  that  "surplus"  and 
** profits"  are  two  very  different  thing&.  Now, 
although  our  friends  of  the  Opposition  have 
in  the  past  and  do  now  find  fault  with  there 
being  a  surplus,  they  are  obliged  to  admit  there 
is  a  surplus,  which  they  have  not  admitted 
in  previous  years.  But  they  say  there  ought 
not  to  be  one ;  there  should  be  less  taxation 
through  the  Customs.  Of  course,  that  is  from 
their  own  point  of  view.  But  are  they  agree- 
able to  increase  the  land-tax  ?  I  consider  that 
it  would  be  foolish  to  try  and  please  honourable 
gentlemen  by  simply  making  an  alteration  that 
would  be  challenged  the  next  moment.  The 
only  thing  is  to  refer  them  to  the  Budget  and 
listen  to  their  fair  criticism ;  and,  if  they  can 
show  the  Treasurer  that  these  figures  contained 
in  the  Budget  are  incorrect,  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  be  doing  a  service  to  the  country,  and 
that  sort  of  thing  will  very  soon  be  rectified. 
Mr.MUU 


Sir,  there  are  some  other  important  mea- 
sures which  I  wished  to  refer  to,  as,  for 
instance,  the  advances  to  settlers,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  the  gold-mining  industry, 
and  education ;  but  I  shall  have  another  oppor- 
tunity  probably  later  on  when  some  of  these 
Bills  come  down  for  discussion,  and  then  I  shall 
give  my  opinions  with  regard  to  them.  I  will 
conclude  by  saying  that  our  revenue  was  never 
so  elastic  as  it  is  now,  and  I  have  every  faith  and 
hope  in  the  growing  prosperity  of  the  oolony, 
and  every  hope  that  before  this  day  three  yean 
the  colony  will  have  made  sucfi  solid  progress 
upon  the  path  along  which  it  is  advancing 
that  we  shall  look  back  on  the  bad  times  of  the 
past  as  something  which  has  departed  for  ever. 

gQ  Mr.  BOLLARD.  — Sir,  in  rising  to 

speak  in  this  debate  on  the  Financial 
Statement  I  may  say  that,  although  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  members  to  criticize  ^e  speech  ci 
the  honourable  member  who  has  preceded 
them,  in  this  case  I  shall  content  myseU  with 
only  referring  to  one  matter  which  has  been 
alluded  to  by  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down.  The  honourable  member  said 
that  small  settlers  were  either  crushed  ont  by 
the  owners  of  large  estates  or  died  a  lingering 
death. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  said  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— I  deny  that  in  toto,  and 
I  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the 
owners  of  large  estates  in  this  country  have 
been  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  we  have  had 
in  connection  with  our  settlement.  Go  where 
you  will — north,  south,  east,  or  west — and  yon 
will  find  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the  small 
settlers  are  those  who  commenced  by  working 
for  the  owners  of  large  estates,  and  who 
were  thrifty  and  took  care  of  their  money, 
and  who  purchased  small  holdings  from 
the  owners  of  the  large  estates,  who  wen 
only  too  glad  to  sell  a  portion  of  their  land. 
What  would  have  been  ihe  condition  of  those 
settlera  had  they  not  amongst  them  people 
who  had  capital  and  who  were  ready  to  employ 
them  ?  I  say  they  would  not  now  be  theownen 
of  considerable  homesteads  and  the  ownen  of 
freeholds.  You  may  go  anywhere  in  tiie  nsigk- 
bourhood  of  large  estates,  and  if  you  inquin 
from  the  settlers  around  those  estates  who  they 
are,  and  from  where  they  came,  you  wiU  find 
that  almost  to  a  man  they  were  thrifty  woi^- 
men  who  took  care  of  their  money,  and  who 
worked  for  the  ownen  of  the  large  estates.  I 
say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the 
Minister  of  Lands  will  net  be  successful  in 
establishing  village-settlements  throughout  the 
country  unless  then  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
men  who  can  employ  the  settlen. 

Mr.  MILLS.— What  about  Cheviot? 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— Cheviot  has  not  had  time 
to  develop  yet.  Some  yekn  hence  will  be  time 
enough  &  talk  about  Cheviot.  The  Cheviot 
settlen  would  not  be  in  the  position  in  which 
they  an  to-day  if  the  Government  had  not 
found  them  work  in  reading,  et  cetera,  which 
shows  that  my  theory  is  the  right  one. 

Mr.  MILLS. — They  an  paying  interest  on 
all  that. 
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Mr.  BOLLABD.  —  I  wish  the  honourable 
member  would  not  interrupt  so  much.  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  criticize  the  Budget  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  because  honourable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  Hoase  have  pretty  well 
criticized  it  already ;  but  there  are  a  few  points 
which  I  would  like  to  refer  to.  I  shall  content 
myself  with  criticizing  the  administration  of 
the  Government  as  a  wbole.  The  Statement 
is  certainly  a  very  lengthy  one,  and  it  was  evi- 
dently written  to  catch  the  unthinking.  There 
are  two  very  prominent  features  in  it :  it  is  full 
of  glamour  and  insincerity.  The  first  thing  I 
notice  in  the  speech  is  that  it  says  there  is  "  a 
buoyant  and  healthy  Exchequer.*'  It  is  very 
easy  to  have  a  buoyant  and  healthy  Exchequer 
when  you  borrow  over  a  million  a  year  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  it  going.  It  is  a  very  good 
record  when  we  find  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  added  six  millions  to  the  debt  of  the 
colony  during  their  term  of  office.  The  public 
debt  stands  at  about  forty- three  and  a  half 
millions,  to  say  nothing  of  the  number  of 
niillions  to  which  they  have  pledged  the  credit 
of  the  colony.  It  is  uncommonly  easy  for  a 
man  to  talk  about  prosperity  under  such 
circumstances.  The  Government  is  extra- 
vagant in  its  administration.  The  Treasurer 
has  the  audacity  to  recommend  economy, 
when  his  Government  is  one  of  the  most 
extravagant  that  has  ever  sat  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  And  their  extravagance  has 
taken  a  very  peculiar  direction.  Their  extra- 
vagance is  almost  solely  in  their  adminis- 
tration. They  have  created  a  number  of  new 
departments,  and  they  have  made  a  number  of 
appointments,  principally  of  people  of  the 
**  right  colour,"  in  order  to  keep  themselves  on 
those  benches.  I  admit  that  now  and  then 
they  appoint  somebody  who  is  opposed  to  their 
administration.  Such  cases  are  very  con- 
venient to  refer  to  when  they  are  are  ohal- 
ienged;  they  then  say,  "There  is  So-and-so, 
he  is  not  a  supporter  of  ours.*'  Somebody  was 
good  enough  to  refer  to  myself  as  holding  an 
appointment  as  valuer  under  the  Government ; 
But  I  was  a  valuer  under  the  Government  long 
before  those  gentlemen  sat  on  those  benches. 
It  was  not  because  they  had  any  love  for  me 
that  I  was  kept  there  during  their  adminis- 
tration, but  it  was  because  they  dare  not 
diseharge  me  in  consequence  of  public 
opinion.  The  Minister  of  Justice  said  on  a 
public  platform  in  Auckland  that  I  was  one  of 
the  best  valuers  in  the  colony,  and  he  sincerely 
hoped  I  would  remain  a  valuer  and  not  come 
into  this  House.  I  do  not  object  to  expendi- 
ture on  roads,  bridges,  and  railways  where  they 
are  necessary  in  order  to  develop  the  resources 
of  the  colony,  but  I  object  to  large  amounts 
being  spent  in  one  district  simply  because  its 
representative  happens  to  be  a  supporter  of  the 
present  Government,  and  when  almost  nothing 
is  spent  in  another  district  when  its  repre- 
sentative happens  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Opposition.  I  say  that  has  been  done,  and  I 
challenge  contradiction.  That  is  another  way 
in  which  extravagant  expenditure  has  gone 
^n.     Now,  I  would  like  to  say  a  little  more 


about  the  borrowed  millions.  I  presume  it 
will  be  admitted  by  every  member  of  the 
House  that  the  public  creditor  has  lent  us  this 
money,  not  upon  the  tax-paying  power  of  the 
people  of  the  colony,  but  upon  our  landed 
estate  chiefly.  Year  by  year  we  are  selling 
our  landed  estate,  and  placing  money  to  the 
credit  of  revenue  insteckd  of  to  a  sinking  fund. 
How  long  will  it  go  on  before  we  are  pulled  up 
by  the  public  creditor?  When  the  public 
estate  is  wasted,  and  the  money  is  used  for 
revenue  purposes,  we  will  certainly  be  pulled 
up,  and  then  we  shall  have  to  pay  the  per- 
manent charges  out  of  taxation.  That  is  when 
the  tug-of-war  will  come  for  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony.  I  do  not  know  very  much  about 
accounts,  but  I  know  a  little  about  book-keep- 
ing, and  I  have  some  fault  to  find  with  the 
manner  of  keeping  the  public  account^.  I  see  in 
the  Budget  that  something  like  £110,000  is  put 
down  as  revenue  received  from  the  sale  of  land. 
Now,  I  fail  to  see  why  that  should  be  put  down 
as  revenue.  The  money  with  which  these 
lanlds  were  purchased  was  borrowed  money. 
Large  sums  of  money  have  been  borrowed  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  Native  lands,  and 
even  money  that  has  been  ear-marked  for 
railways  has  been  taken  —  for  instance,  the 
money  for  the  Main  Trunk  Railway  was ;  yet 
when  these  lands  are  sold  the  money  is  put  as 
yearly  revenue.  That  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a 
correct  way  to  keep  public  accounts.  Where 
shall  we  wind  up  if  we  keep  our  public  accounts 
in  that  way  ?  I  contend  that  that  money 
ought  to  be  placed  in  a  sinking  fund  in  order 
to  meet  the  loans.  Then,  again,  regarding 
the  moneys  borrowed  and  lent  to  local  bodies, 
the  sinking  funds  are  also  put  down  as  revenue 
received  during  the  year,  and  are  used  as 
revenue ;  and  I  presume  the  sinking  fund 
from  the  million  and  a  half  borrowed  for 
advances  to  settlers  will  also  be  used  as 
revenue.  I  contend  that  the  moneys  received 
in  that  way  should  be  placed  to  the  capital  ac- 
count instead  of  being  used  as  revenue ;  and  if 
the  moneys  so  received  are  put  to  capital  ac- 
count, and  we  stopped  borrowing,  we  should  then 
see  what  a  fine  healthy  Exchequer  we  have.  In 
this  matter  we  are  simply  living  in  a  fool's 
paradise,  and  sooner  or  later  nothing  but  dis- 
tress will  follow  this  sort  of  finance.  I  admit 
that  a  portion  of  the  loan  may  be  said  to  be 
spent  upon  reproductive  works  ;  but  as  we  are 
simply  wasting  the  receipts  from  that  expendi- 
ture we  are  sure  to  get  pulled  up  with  a  round 
turn,  and  not  very  long  hence,  by  the  public 
creditor.  Now,  I  would  like  to  say  something 
to  the  Miaister  of  Lands.  I  am  very  glad  that 
he  is  present.  I  have  a  great  respect  for  that 
gentleman,  because  I  believe  he  is  doing  his 
best  with  the  lands  of  the  colony;  though 
at  the  same  time  it  is  increasingly  evident, 
from  the  returns  that  have  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  that  his  administration  is  a 
failure,  and  it  always  will  be  a  failure  unless 
he  exercises  more  discretion  in  the  choice  of 
settlers.  Therein  lies  the  gist  of  the  whole 
business.  It  is  of  no  use  to  put  a  man  on  the 
soil — especially  giving  him  cultivated  land — 
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unless  he  knows  something  about  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil,  and  has  a  reasonable  amount 
of  capital  to  go  on  with.  I  know  there  are 
men  in  the  community  who  fancy  that  if  they 
get  a  hundred  acres  of  land  they  will  never  see 
poverty,  and  they  are  not  very  particular 
whether  it  is  good  land  or  bad  land  so  long  as 
they  get  a  hundred  acres.  If  such  men  will 
go  on  the  land,  I  say  put  them  on  good  un- 
improved land,  and  if  they  fail  the  Govemipent 
will,  at  all  events,  have  the  land  with  some 
improvements  on  it,  and  there  will  be  no 
real  loss  to  the  colony.  From  what  I  know 
about  land,  if  I  were  a  young  man  to-morrow 
I  would  sooner  take  ^ve  hundred  ACtea 
of  good  unimproved  land  at  a  low  rent, 
and  bring  it  under  cultivation,  than  occupy 
land  on  lease  at  8s.  or  lOs.  an  acre  for  a  culti- 
vated farm.  Now,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  about  Bushy  Park.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  said  about  it,  but  I  do  not  look  upon 
it  in  the  same  way  as  some  honourable  mem- 
bers do.  I  think  the  fact  of  whether  it  was 
sold  to  a  relative  of  the  Minister  of  Lands 
below  its  value  or  not  is  only  a  secondary  con- 
sideration. To  my  mind,  the  principal  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  the  sale  of  Bushy 
Park  is  that  its  sale  is  entirely  inconsistent 
with  the  policy  of  the  Government.  We  have 
had  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  and  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  preaching  a  different 
doctrine  ever  since  they  came  on  those  benches, 
advocating  the  principle  of  leasing  the  lands 
and  cutting  them  up  for  settlement.  Now, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  this 
land  was  suitable  for  cutting  up  or  not;  but 
I  intend,  before  returning  to  Auckland,  to 
ask  permission  to  have  a  look  at  Bushy 
Park,  and  then  perhaps  I  shall  be  able  to 
understand  for  what  the  land  is  suitable.  But 
it  seems  to  me  the  main  question  at  issue, 
in  connection  with  the  Government,  in  this 
matter — because  we  cannot  separate  the  Go- 
vernment from  the  transaction,  although  the 
land  was  sold  by  the  RealiBation  Board — the 
question  at  issue  is  that  leasing  it  in  one  lot  to 
a  gentleman  who  can  make  it  a  freehold  is 
entirely  inconsistent  with  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  gives  their  administration  in 
that  respect  the  lie  direct.  Then,  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  Agricultural 
Department.  It  seems  to  me  that  th«  expendi- 
ture in  connection  with  this  department  has 
grown  out  of  all  reason.  We  find  now  it  has 
assumed  such  huge  dimensions  that  the  expen- 
diture is  nearly  £60,000  a  year ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  appointments  that  have  been  made 
throughout  the  country  in  connection  with  the 
Agricultural  Department  is  something  slarm- 
ing  ;  you  can  scarcely  move  about  the  country 
without  knocking  up  against  them  at  every 
turn.  They  seem  to  be  appointed  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  keep  these  gentlemen  on  the 
benches ;  and  they  harass  the  unfortunate 
settlers,  bring  them  before  the  Courts,  and 
hJBkve  them  fined  in  a  way  that  ought  not  to 
be  done.  If  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands 
wdlild  only  establish  schools  of  agriculture 
throughout  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  teach- 
Mr,  Bollard 


ing  our  youth  how  to  farm  in  a  praotioal  and 
scientific  manner  he  would  do  far  more  good 
than  he  is  doing  now  with  his  whole  army  of 
inspectors  who  are  going  round  the  oouniry. 
Why  do  not  the  Government  send  inspeotora 
into  the  large  establishments  in  the  oiues  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching  mechanics  how  to  do- 
their  work?    We  have  men  going  round  the 
country  teaching  people  how  to  farm,  how  to 
produce  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  and   fruit. 
They    should    begin    at    the    beginning     and 
teach  our  youth  how  to  farm  soientifioally,  and 
that  would  establish  a  far  better  state  of  thinga 
than  anything  that  is  now  attempted  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands.    We  should  teacn  the  young 
how  to  farm  in  a  proper  and  scientific  muiner, 
because  farming  will  very  soon  be  reduced  to  a 
science,  and  competition  will  be  so  keen  that  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  before  a  man  takes 
up  a  farm,  that  he  shall  not  be  placed  in  the 
position  of  having  to  experiment  at  great  loaa 
to  himself  to  find  out  what  to  do.    It  is  neces- 
sary to  have  schools  of  agriculture,  so  that  our 
youth  may  be  able  to  go  with  confidenoe  and 
take  up  land,  knowing  exactly  how  to  manage 
it  without  any  great  loss  in  experimenting.    I 
believe  Mr.  BoUeston  was  the  first  to  introduce  » 
school  of  agriculture  in  this  colony.      I  believe 
that  school  is  doing  good  work  now ;  but  we  want 
a  school  of  agriculture  also  in  the  north  of  the 
colony,  because  we  can  grow  a  large  number  of 
subtropical  plants  there  which  cannot  be  pro- 
duced in  the  southern  parts  of  the  colony ;  and 
we  require  different  teaching  from  that  which 
is  afforded  in  the  South.    I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment in  considering  the  question  of  technical 
education  will  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
sufficient  to  establish  a  school  of  agricalture 
somewhere  in  the  Auckland  Provincial  Dietrict. 
It  is  necessary  that  such  a  school  should  be 
placed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  some    laige 
town  in  order  to  take  in  three  olflisses  of  stu- 
dents.   First,  the  scholarship  boys  who  have 
been  successful  at  the  common  sohoole  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  going  there,  and  the 
money  they  receive  should  be  enough  to  keep 
them  ;  then,  if  we  admit  the  sons  of  business- 
men in  a  city  like  Auckland,  and  the  school  is 
within  seven  or  eight  miles  of  the  city,  their  sons 
could  ride  to  and  from ;  another  class  would  be 
those  who  can  afford  to  pay  a  certain  sum  per 
annum ;  but  when  the  three  classes  are  once 
inside  the  college  gates  they  should  be  all  on- 
the  same  footing.    If  such  a  school  were  esta- 
blished in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  large  city 
like  Auckland  it  would  prove  to  be  successfuU 
Where  can  a  man  send  his  son  now,  if  he  is  a 
tradesman  or  a  merchant,  where  he  could  find 
anything  like  home  comforts  or  home  associa- 
tions in  any  part  of  the  colony  ?    It  is  impos- 
sible to  find  such  a  place,  and  it  is  of  great 
importance  that  such  a  school  should  be  esta- 
blished not  only  in  Auckland,  but  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wellington ;  in  fact,  half  a  doisen 
such  schools  in  the  colony  would  do  more  good 
than  an  army  of  inspectors  to  harass  the  people. 
I  wish  now  to  refer  to  the  land-  and  income- 
tax.     We  are  told  that  it  is  a  very  fair  tax, 
and  that  it  works  well.     Well,  there  are  great- 
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Uamishes,  I  oonaider,  in  the  wocking  of  it.  It 
bM  not  worked  fairly.  While  many  men  who 
have  a  considerable  income  pay  no  tax  at  all, 
the  poor  farmer,  or  those  who  inyest  money  in 
land,  have  to  pay  on  the  animproved  value 
ozoeeding  £500.  It  was  only  reasonable  to 
expect,  considering  that  the  Government  have 
a  large  siirplns  as  they  say  they  have — I  do  not 
believe  it,  but  they  say  so — that  something 
wonld  have  been  done  to  reduce  taxation,  and 
some  more  equitable  system  of  land-  and 
income-tax  brought  down.  Take  the  case  of  a 
man  with  £10,000.  He  places  his  money  on 
deposit  in  the  bank  at  3  per  cent.,  and  it 
bnnga  him  £300  a  year;  he  is  allowed  £800 
for  his  household  expenses,  and  therefore  has 
nothing  to  pay  by  way  of  income-tax.  But 
take  a  man  who  invests  £10,000  in  an  unim- 

CBd  farm.  He  would  have  to  pay  £41  3s.  4d., 
use  tuere  is  no  exemption  on  £10,000, 
sod  he  has  to  pay  on  the  unimproved  value.  I 
fail  to  see  the  justice  of  this.  I  sincerely  hope 
the  Qovemment  will  take  this  matter  mto 
consideration,  because,  if  I  understand  taxa- 
tion, it  should  bear  fairly  on  all  alike.  Then  I 
do  not  see  why  the  farmer,  of  all  other  men, 
ahould  be  taxed  and  those  who  are  making 
luge  profits  in  trade  should  have  so  many 
oonoessions  given  to  them.  Another  thing  I 
fihoold  like  to  point  out:  The  successful 
tEsdesman  who  makes  £800  a  year  has  nothing 
to  pay  in  the  shape  of  income-tax,  but  the 
fanner  may  make  a  loss  on  his  year's  work,  and 
yet  he  has  to  pay  on  the  unimproved  value  of 
the  land.  Now,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the 
Mining  Department.  I  give  the  Minister  for 
Mines  credit  for  doing  all  he  can  to  develop 
the  mines  in  the  country ;  but  I  should  like 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  the 
unfair  system  of  charging  rents,  and  would 
ask  him  if  he  could  see  his  way  to  reduce 
the  amount  on  a  fifty-  or  hundred-acre  block 
to  Is.  or  2s.  an  acre,  until  such  time  as 
the  claims  were  producing  payable  gold. 
This  would  afford  great  relief  to  the  people, 
always  providing  that  the  land  is  not  used  for 
speoulative  purposes,  but  immediately  worked 
in  a  reasonable  manner.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  freights  in  the  House.  I  am 
yeiy  pleased  to  see  the  Government  are  chang- 
ing front  on  this  matter.  When  they  first 
oconpied  those  benches  those  who  produced 
fiosen  meat  and  wool  were  social  pests,  and 
men  who  oaght  to  be  hounded  out  of  the 
coontry;  but  we  find  now  that  the  Oovern- 
ment  wish  to  take  credit  for  helping  the  social 
peats  who  produce  the  wool  and  frozen  meat  in 
the  way  of  reducing  freights.  It  is  a  matter 
of  opinion  whether  they  have  done  anything  in 
this  matter  or  not,  but  they  evidently  consider 
that  those  who  produce  frozen  meat  and  wool 
deserve  a  great  deal  of  consideration.  When 
first  those  honourable  gentlemen  occupied  those 
benches,  those  who  produced  wool  stid  beef  and 
mutton  were  denounced  as  social  pests  that 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  occupy  large  estates. 
Wool  and  mutton  can  only  be  produced  on 
large  estates ;  in  order  to  be  successful  with 
such  produce  you  must  have  some  considerable 


area  for  grazing.  Consequently,  I  am  pleased 
to  know  that  they  have  recognised  at  last  that 
the  chief  staple  commodities  of  the  country 
„  QQ  deserve  consideration.  Sir,  in  resum- 
*  ing  my  address,  I  would  like  to  say 
something  on  the  working  of  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Department.  We  must  take  into  con- 
sideration, Sir,  that  by  borrowing  a  million 
and  a  half  in  the  English  market  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lending  to  settlers  the  Government 
were  brought  into  competition  with  three  of  their 
own  institutions — namely,  the  Public  Trustee's 
Department,  the  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment, and  the  Post-Office  Savings-Bank. 
Well,  I  will  not  now  point  out  the  injury  that 
has  being  done  to  these  three  departments — I 
pointed  it  out  on  a  former  occasion  ;  but  from 
what  I  know  of  the  working  of  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Department,  and  from  reliable  informa- 
tion that  I  have  got,  I  am  satisfied  that  when 
the  workings  of  this  department  are  developed 
there  will  be  great  loss  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
colony.  I  have  good  reason  to  know  that  large 
sums  of  money  have  been  advanced  to  settlers, 
that  they  have  got  even  more  than  the  value 
of  their  land  altogether,  and  time  only  will  tell 
how  this  matter  will  work  out.  I  am  satisfied 
that  in  the  Auckland  District  there  will  not  be 
much  loss,  because  we  are  fortunate  in  having 
a  Supervising  Valuer  there  who,  I  believe,  is 
doing  his  duty  honestly  and  well.  I  say  this 
in  common  justice  to  him,  because  he  and  I 
were  applicants  for  the  appointment.  He  hap- 
pened to  be  a  Government  supporter,  and  I 
was  not,  and  he  got  the  appointment.  I  will 
do  him  this  credit :  that  I  believe  he  is  doing 
his  work  honestly,  and  will  not  allow  himself 
to  be  tampered  with  by  any  political  influence 
brought  to  bear  upon  him  ;  and  I  know  a  great 
deal  of  political  influence  is  being  brought  to 
bear  upon  him  to  sanction  loans,  but  his  honesty 
and  straightforwardness  resisted  such  influence. 
We  are  fortunate,  also,  in  having  a  gentleman 
associated  with  him  there — the  agent  for  the 
Public  Trustee — who  is  also  a  first-class  officer, 
and  renders  him  every  assistance  in  the  super- 
vision of  loans  in  the  Auckland  District.  I 
wish  I  could  say  the  same.  Sir,  of  some  of  the 
sub-valuers  who  have  been  appointed.  Men 
have  been  appointed  there  who  are  utterly 
incompetent  to  make  a  valuation,  who  know 
nothing  at  all  about  the  value  of  land  ;  and, 
were  it  not  for  the  Supervising  Valuer,  very 
great  loss  would  accrue  to  the  department. 
Now,  Sir,  I  consider  that  the  Grovernment  are 
guilty  of  great  maladministration  in  making 
appointments  as  they  have  made  them  in  con- 
nection with  the  advances  to  settlers  and  under 
the  Land  Valuation  Act.  We  are  told  that  a 
valuation  is  now  being  made  of  all  the  lands  in 
the  whole  colony,  and  that  this  valuation  is  to 
be  a  standard  valuation  for  all  sorts  of  purposes. 
Well,  Sir,  taking  the  valuation  as  a  whole  it 
will  be  of  very  little  use  indeed.  I  say  three- 
fourths  of  the  valuers  are  utterly  incompetent 
for  making  valuations,  and  half  of  the  three- 
fourths  seem  to  be  appointed  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  King  Jeroboam  appointed  his  priests. 
I  will  now  pass  on.  Sir,  to  the  Railway  Depart- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


324 


Fincmcial 


[HODBB.] 


Statement. 


[OoT.  27 


ment.    Notwithstanding  that  we  are  told  that 
the  revenue  from  the  railways  of  the  colony  has 
largely  increased,  we  find  here  that  the  Go- 
vernment ask  for  £200,000  in   order  to   pat 
them  in  good  working- order.    It  seems  to  me 
rather  singular  that  a  vote  of  £200,000  should 
be  asked  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  rail- 
ways in  good  working- order.     Why   was  not 
a  portion  of  the  profits,  or  the  extra  revenue 
that  has  been  claimed  for  the  working  traffic, 
been  appropriated  for  this  purpose  ?    I  may  be 
told  by  the  Minister  for  Railways  that  he  could 
not  use  any  of  that  for  plant  and  improve- 
ments ;  but,  Sir,  this  want  of  rolling-stock  has 
been  felt  for  years— ever  since  this  Government 
took  over  the  control  of  the  railways.    If  it  is 
necessary  to  get  a  vote  in  this  House,  why  was 
it  not  asked  for  eighteen  months  or  two  years 
ago?     I  know  in   the  Auckland  District,  for 
instance,  the  local  bodies  there  use  scoria-ash 
generally  for  making  roads,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  the  local  bodies  cannot  get  scoria  by 
the  railway.    There  are  three  different  lines 
of  railway    within    a    radius  of    nine  miles 
from  the  city,  and  local  bodies  are  not  able 
to    get    their   requirements    by    the   railway. 
The  Railway  Department  have  control  of  the 
scoria-pits,  and  they  will  neither  supply  us  with 
the  scoria-ash  nor  will  they  allow  us  to  go  with 
our  drays  into  the  pits  to  get  it  for  ourselves. 
The  answer  we  get  when  we  point  tbis  out  to 
the  officials  in  Auckland  is  that  they  have  not 
got  sufficient  rolling-stock.    Well,  Sir,  it  seems 
a  very  strange  thing  to  me  that  the  Minister 
comes  to  this  House  and  says  that  the  profits 
and  the  revenue  have  increased  so  much,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  railways  are  in  a  state 
of  disorganization.    I  believe.  Sir,  it  is  similar 
all  round  the  colony,    but  in  the  Auckland 
District  the  management  of  the  railways  at  the 
present    time   is    simply    the    laughing-stock 
there.    I  do  not  blame  the  Minister,  because  I 
am  satisfied  that  he  is  domineered  over  by  a 
stronger  man  in  the  Ministry.     I  believe  that  if 
he  got  a  free  hand  he  would  manage  the  rail- 
ways very  much  better  than  they  are  managed 
now.    Another  thing  I  wish  to  draw  his  atten- 
tion to  is  the  time-table.     Why,  if  honourable 
gentlemen  in  this  House  knew  the  sort  of  time- 
table we  have  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Auck- 
land they  would  be   simply  disgusted.    Take 
the  Eaipara  branch  of  the  railway  in  which  I 
am  interested.    This  line  is  run  in  connection 
with  a  line  of  steamers  on  the  Kaipara  and 
Wairoa,  and  sometimes  the  train  has  to  wait 
twenty  minutes   for  a  steamer,  and  when  it 
suits  the  railway  officials  they  are  able  to  pull 
up  that  time  on  the   road.    But  every  day 
when  we  get  to  the   Newmarket  Junction — 
within  two  miles  of  the  city — we  have  got  to 
wait  there  cooling  our  heels  for  ten  minutes 
until  the  train  arrives  from  the   city.     Now, 
in    the    name    of   common-sense,   why    can- 
not we  get  there   ten  minutes  sooner  or  ten 
minutes  later,  and  not  have  to  wait  until  that 
train  comes  out  from  the  city  ?    Then,  again, 
within  a  radius  of  nine  miles  of  the  city  of 
Auckland,  with  a  population  of  60,000  people, 
the  railway  time-tables  are  adjusted  in  such  a 
Mr,  Bollard 


way  that  the  omnibuses  are  taking  nearly  all 
the  passenger  traffic  from  the  railways.     And 
yet,  while  we  have  these  three  branohefl  of  rail- 
way-lines running  out  of  the  city,  we  have  the 
omnibuses  taking  the  traffic  from  them.    Sneh 
a  state  of  things,  I  believe,  does  not  exist  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.    Of  course,  I  know 
the  stock  argument  used  by  the  officials :  *'  Oh," 
they  say,  **  we  cannot  compete  against  the  omni- 
buses, because  they  are  able  to  pick  up  pas- 
sengers and  put  them  down  again  at  their  very 
doors."    But  I  say.  Sir,  that  if  the  time- tables 
were  adjusted  in  such  a  way  as  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  public,  and  the  fares  reduced, 
the  people  would  not  hesitate  for  one  moment 
to  travel   these  short  distances  by  rail  which 
they  now  travel  by  'bus.    Then,  there  is  another 
way  in  which  trade  on  the  railways  oould  be 
very  well    increased,    and  the  change  would 
prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  working-men  of  the 
City  of  Auckland.    Some  time  ago  the  Minister 
of  Lands  brought  in  a  measure  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  suburban  land  In  order  to 
relieve  the  congestion  of  the  towns.    Now,  Sir, 
there  is  any  amount  of  suitable  land  within  a 
few  miles  of  the  City  of  Auckland  whioh  oould 
be  bought  very  cheaply,  and  which  could  be 
leased  for  terms   of,   say,   twenty -one  years, 
with    the    right    of    purchase,    and    a    large 
number  of  these  people  could  be  induced  to 
settle  in  healthy  localities.    This  would  be  of 
immense    benefit  to  these   people  and  their 
families,  and  the  amount  they  would  pay  in  in- 
terest upon  the  money  due  to  the  Government, 
even  if  the  Government  assisted  them  to  build 
houses,  together  with  the   railway-fares  and 
everything  they  would  have  to  pay,  would  not 
amount  to  as  much  as  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
now  for  the  rent  of  a  small  cottage  in  one  of  the 
back  slums  of  the  City  of  Auckland.    That  city 
is  so  situated  that  you  are  able  to  go  from  the 
streets  through  a  right-of-way  into  a  back  allot- 
ment where  there  are  a  number  of  small  cot- 
tages packed  closely  together,  where  the  people 
live  in  a  very  unhealthy  condition.    Now,  I  say, 
if  the  Minister  of  Lands  would  only  exercise 
the  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act,  and  buy  some    of  the 
cheap  lands  I  have  mentioned,  he  would  be 
conferring  a  great  boon  on  the  people  in  Auck- 
land and  at  the  same  time  would  largely  in- 
crease the  traffic  of  our  railways.    I  wish  now 
to  refer  to  a  matter  in  connection  with  the 
Postal  Department.    When  we  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  the  Government  are 
able  to   boast  of  a  surplus  of  £354,000,  one 
would  naturally  think  they  would  be  inclined 
to  extend  the  penny  postage  from  the  centre 
to  the  outskirts  of  large  towns.     In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Auckland  we  have  the  large  popu- 
lation of  four  or  five  thousand  people   who 
are  travelling  backwards  and  forwards  across 
the  harbour,  and  living  at  a  distance  of  not 
more  than  Uree  miles  from  the  chief  Poet 
Office  there,  and  yet  2d.  is  still  charged  for  the 
carriage  of  a  letter  from  Auckland  to  that  neigh- 
bourhood.    When  you  think  that  it  is  within 
Jd.  of  the  amount  of  postage  charged  to  Eng- 
land,   and   exactly  the    same    amount  as  is 
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ohuged  for  letters  going  to  the  most  remote 
corner  of  this  colony  and  Australia,  I  think 
it  is  a  reasonable  suggestion  to  make  to  the 
Postmaster- General  that  he  should  extend  the 
penny  postage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  large 
centres  of  population.  Then,  there  is  another 
matter  I  should  like  to  refer  to  in  connection 
with  this  same  department.  It  seems  to  me 
a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  the  letter- 
carriers  of  Auckland  are  paid  smaller  salaries 
than  those  in  Wellington  or  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  They  are  young  men  with  the 
same  length  of  service  and  of  equal  efficiency, 
and  yet  nobody  seems  to  take  any  notice  of 
this  matter.  I  say  there  should  be  uniform 
rates  of  pay  for  the  letter-carriers  all  over  the 
colony.  When,  Sir,  will  our  Auckland  Minis- 
ters insist  upon  their  individuality  and  stand 
up  for  the  rights  of  Auckland?  Although 
those  two  Ministers  are  supposed  to  represent 
the  northern  parts  of  the  colony,  for  all  the 
good  they  are  they  might  as  well  not  exist 
at  all.  I  do  hope  they  will  have  the  moral 
courage  to  assert  their  individuality,  and  show 
that  they  are  men  of  some  backbone.  Now,  I 
should  just  like  to  refer  to  the  old-age  pensions 
scheme.  If  the  Government  mean  anything 
by  referring  to  this  subject  in  the  Budget  at  all, 
why  have  they  not  had  a  Bill  printed  and  circu- 
lated amongst  honourable  members,  even  if  it 
could  not  be  passed  this  session  ?  One  would 
suppose  that  a  great  social  question  like  this 
would  not  be  hastily  laid  before  this  House,  and 
surely  we  ought  to  have  had  such  a  Bill  as  this 
placed  in  our  hands  on  the  very  first  day  of  the 
session,  and,  more  than  that,  it  ought  to  be 
circulated  throughout  the  country  so  that  the 
people  would  be  able  to  give  their  opinion  upon 
it.  To  say  that  we  are  going  to  take  £120,000 
out  of  the  surplus  for  old-age  pensions  is  simply 
a  farce ;  but  if  the  Grovemment  are  prepared  to 
put  forward  any  workable  scheme  to  provide 
for  pensions  for  our  aged  people  I  for  one  shall 
be  prepared  to  support  them.  I  want,  how- 
ever, to  see  some  well-designed,  well-thought- 
out  scheme  placed  before  the  House  before  I 
can  give  my  support  to  it.  We  are  told  there 
are  about  ten  thousand  deserving  people 
who  ought  to  have  10s.  a  week ;  but.  Sir, 
taking  that  ten  thousand  of  the  twenty  thou- 
sand shown  in  the  last  census  simply  means 
an  increase  of  our  charitable-aid  system, 
because  if  you  give  a  pension  to  one  class 
and  not  to  another,  then.  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment will  brand  as  paupers  those  who  receive 
the  pensions.  Then,  how  are  you  going  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  deserving  and  the  un- 
deserving ?  because  there  are  many  men  who 
have  been  good  workmen,  who  have  done  good 
work  in  developing  the  resources  of  the  colony, 
but  who  have  not  been  prudent,  having  spent 
all  their  money  just  as  they  earned  it,  and  who 
in  their  old  age  are  unable  to  provide  for 
themselves  any  longer.  Are  they  to  be  called 
deserving  or  undeserving  ?  They  are  by  far  the 
larger  portion  of  these  ten  thousand  individuals. 
I  would  class  them  myself  as  deserving  cases, 
because  they  are  not  the  worst-heart^  men 
in  the   world  who  are  in   that  position,  and 


I  think  some  provision  should  be  made  for 
them  in  their  old  age.  There  are,  I  admit, 
many  people  who  have  been  unfortunate  in 
their  business,  and  who,  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  have  been  brought  to  poverty ;  but 
they  are  only  a  very  small  section  of  the  com- 
munity compared  with  the  portion  I  have  just 
mentioned.  Well,  then,  if  the  undeserving  are 
only  to  be  the  criminals  and  the  drunkards,  we 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  provide  money  for 
them,  as  they  are  already  provided  for  b^  the 
ohari table- aid  system.  As  I  said  before,  if  the 
Government  would  only  bring  forward  some 
bond  fide  scheme  which  would  enable  every 
man  to  provide  his  own  pension,  then  I  Aiould 
support  them.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
any  longer. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— Sir,  I  feel  that  Ministers 
are  rather  at  a  disadvantage  in  a  discussion  of 
this  sort,  because,  admittedly,  there  is  nothing 
to  answer.  I  say  a  "  discussion  of  this  sort," 
because  surely  no  sane  man  would  say  this  is 
a  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement.  Just 
take  the  statement  of  the  last  speaker.  He 
condemns  the  whole  of  the  railway  adminis- 
tration of  the  colony,  for  what?  Simply 
because  the  Railway  Department  did  not  give 
a  few  truck-loads  of  scoria- ash  to  the  Mount 
Albert  Road  Board.  *'  Great  Scot !  "  Has  it 
come  to  this,  that  the  success  of  the  whole  of 
the  railway  administration  in  the  colony  is  de- 
pendent upon  keeping  the  Mount  Albert  Road 
Board,  in  Auckland,  supplied  with  scoria-ash 
for  their  roads  ?  That  is  a  sample  of  some  of  the 
speeches  we  have  had  on  the  Financial  State- 
ment I  I  say  that,  looking  at  the  matter  in 
the  way  I  do,  and  having  been  reared  in  this 
country,  perhaps  the  better  thing  for  me  to  do 
would  be  to  adopt  the  system  of  the  Natives  of 
the  colony,  and  preface  the  remarks  I  have  to 
make  with  a  *'  greeting  "  to  the  Opposition.  I 
would  ask  honourable  members  to  take  them- 
selves back  to  the  last  election,  and,  as  the 
result  of  that  election,  no  doubt  the  Opposition 
came  back  numerically  a  little  stronger  than 
before ;  and  what  was  the  result  ?  Their  news- 
papers lauded  them  up  to  the  skies  for  their 
strength,  power  in  debate,  ability,  and  all 
kinds  of  things,  and,  in  fact,  they  were 
simply  panting  for  the  session  to  come  that 
they  might  get  at  the  throats  of  the  Liberal 
party  in  general,  and  at  the  throats  of  the 
Government  in  particular.  Well,  after  seeing 
some  of  the  statements  written  about  the 
Opposition  1  looked  at  the  names.  I  thought 
of  the  men  who  had  been  left  out,  and  I  asked 
myself:  Who  is  there  to  take  the  places  of 
Mr.  Duthie,  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Bell,  Mr. 
Button,  Mr.  Mitchelson,  Dr.  Newman,  and 
others.  Then  I  looked  at  the  names  of  those 
elected  in  their  places;  and,  having  been  in 
Parliament  with  the  gentlemen  I  have  named, 
I  could  see  at  a  glance  that  the  Opposition 
newspapers  contained  nothing  but  bounce.  So 
far,  what  a  pitiable  exhibition  the  Opposition 
have  made  of  themselves.  Politically  they 
appear  to  be  just  **  as  soft  as  a  boiled  turnip.'* 
We  heard  from  the  papers  all  over  the  country 
what  was  going  to  happen  when  the  Opposition 
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got  here,  and  the  Goverament  came  to  the  con- 
cluBion,  after  haying  heard  so  znuoh,  that  we 
should  like  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say  on 
different  matters.  So  we  gave  them  the  oppor- 
tunity on  the  Address  in  Reply,  and  we  have  got 
out  of  them  probably  all  that  is  in  them  ;  and 
when  it  is  summed  up  the  word  **  nil  "  would,  1 
think,  express  it.  They  complained,  of  course, 
of  many  minor  matters,  but  they  never  touched 
the  policy  questions  in  which  the  country  is 
interested  at  all.  Outside  of  that  they  have 
propounded  nothing  either  before  or  since  they 
came  here.  So  far  we  have  had  nothing  from 
them  but  a  systematic  block,  block,  block  of 
legislation.  Even  this  afternoon  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  for  the  first  time  I  bcdieve, 
was  discourteous  enough  to  object  to  my 
removing  a  Bill  from  the  Order  Paper. 

CAPTAIN  RUSSELL.— You  are  blocking 
our  business  ? 

Mr.  GADMAN.— I  do  not  know  what  the 
honourable  member's  business  is,  but  I  have 
always  understood  the  business  of  the  country 
must  come  from  the  side  of  the  House  in  power. 
Now,  Sir,  what  has  been  the  cry  of  the  Opposi- 
tion and  their  newspapers  since  the  election  ? 
They  have  given  us  m  the  first  place  a  great 
deal  about  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua, 
Mr.  Ward.  One  would  have  thought,  from  the 
statements  made,  that  when  he  landed  on  the 
wharf  in  Wellington  he  would  be  Immediately 
thrown  over  ;  he  certainly  was  not  to  be  allowed 
to  take  his  seat  inside  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Mehbsb.— Who  said  that  ? 

Mr.  OADMAN.— The  Opposition  Press  of  the 
country  all  through ;  and  they  said  othar 
things  of  the  same  nature.  The  inference 
from  their  statements  is  what  I  have  given. 
Well,  Sir,  Mr.  Ward  came  here,  he  was  sworn 
in  and  took  his  seat,  he  spoke  in  the  House, 
and  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  land  has  de- 
clared that  he  is  a  member  of  the  House  and 
can  hold  his  seat.  Thev  have  declared  this 
unanimously,  and  that,  I  hope,  is  the  end  of  it. 
Then,  we  had  Bushy  Park.  What  was  going 
to  be  done  there?  I  suppose  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  will  not  deny  that  the 
Opposition  newspaper  Press  said  some  very 
nice  things  about  Bushy  Park,  and  what  was 
going  to  be  done  about  it  when  Parliament  as- 
sembled. The  Minister  of  Lands  was  tried  by 
them,  and  virtually  hanged,  drawn,  and  quar- 
tered, before  he  got  here.  But  what  has  hap- 
pened ?  The  statements  made  by  one  of  their 
own  party,  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipu,  nave  settled  the  whole  matter.  Then,  Sir, 
we  have  had  statements  about  the  appoint- 
ment of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  valuers. 
What  has  happened  there?  We  had  one 
statement  from  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Plenty,  Mr.  Herries.  He  com- 
plained strongly  of  the  corruptness  of  the  ap- 
pointments of  Justices  of  the  Peace;  but  he 
did  not  tell  the  House  that  he  was  one  of  the 
corrupt  appointees,  and  seems  quite  content  to 
retain  the  position.  And,  so  far  as  this  charge 
of  corruption  is  concerned,  if  he  and  other  mem- 
bers on  that  side  believed  what  was  said,  why 
did  they  not  in  a  body  resign  from  the  oom- 
Mr.  Cadman 


mission  of  the  peace  ?  What  is  the  position  of 
the  Opposition  ?  Every  man  but  two  in  the 
Opposition,  excepting  the  lawyers  qn  that  side, 
are  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  not  one  of  them 
resigned.  Then,  take  the  corrupt  valuers 
talked  of,  and  I  would  only  say  tlus:  that  if 
the  relative  strength  of  parties  in  the  House 
and  country  were  taken  as  the  basis  of  dis- 
tributing these  valuers  you  will  find  that  the 
Opposition  have  got  more  valuers  on  their  aide 
than  we  have  on  ours.  And,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Eden  told  us  we  were  the 
most  corrupt  Government  the  colony  has  ever 
had,  and  denounced  the  appointment  of  theee 
valuers  very  stron^py.  I  must  say  I  was  rather 
astonished  to  hear  that,  coming  from  an  Auck- 
land member,  as  myself  and  my  colleague 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  senior  member  for  Auck- 
land Oity,  were  responsible  for  the  appointmaot 
of  that  honourable  gentleman's  son  as  a  vainer. 
It  is  therefore  rather  rough  on  us  to  hear  an 
insinuation  from  the  father  that  we  made  a 
corrupt  appointment  in  the  son,  even  though 
people  outside  this  House  are  unkind  enough 
to  say  that  the  valuer  cannot  do  the  work,  and 
that  his  father  has  to  do  it  for  him.  I  do  not 
know  what  my  colleague  feels,  but  I  feel  to  a 
certain  extent  rather  hurt  as  to  the  charge  of 
corruption  levelled  by  that  honourable  member, 
unless  he  was  prepared  to  tell  the  House  and  the 
country  the  whole  of  the  facts  in  so  far  as  they 
affected  his  own  family.  Then,  Sir,  look  at  the 
criticisms  on  the  Budget,  and  let  us  see  what 
they  are.  Two  ex-Ministers  have  spoken,  and 
what  have  they  to  say?  They  are  both  ex- 
Ministers  of  Mines  and  Lands.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura,  Mr.  Riohacdaon, 
said,  "  More  expenditure  and  less  gold."  Then 
is  the  whole  of  his  criticism  of  the  Financial 
Statement  as  far  as  the  Mines  Department  is 
concerned.  He  forgot  to  tell  us  tnat  a  great 
expenditure  on  development  works  is  going  on 
all  over  the  country  by  English  capitalists,  and 
that  as  these  works  are  completed  the  output 
of  gold  will  increase  largely.  He  also  com- 
plained of  our  land  policy,  but  he  forgot  to  tell 
the  House  that  his  land  poliov  was  the  policy 
which  drove  his  Government  from  office,  while 
our  land  policy  is  the  one  which  the  people 
have  approved  of  for  years.  The  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  was  rather  strong  in 
some  of  his  remarks 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  have  not  spoken. 

Mr.  OADMAN. — Unfortunately  the  honour- 
able member  seems  to  have  rather  a  strong 
scent.  He  appears  to  me  to  scent  corruption 
in  everything  done  by  our  side  of  the  House. 
I  do  not  know  why  it  should  be  so,  but  that  is 
the  inference  I  drew  from  his  statement  when 
he  was  speaking  the  other  night.  I  could  not 
help  throwing  my  mind  back  to  a  scene  I  saw 
in  the  House  many  years  ago,  in  which  an 
honourable  member 

An  Hon.  Mxhbeb. — When  was  this  ? 

An  Hon.  Mshbeb.— A  previous  session. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — I  am  referring  to  an  event 
which  occurred  some  years  ago  in  this  House. 
The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  not 
the  present  member,  was  sitting  behind  where 
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I  now  Btand,  and  at  twenty  minutes  past  fiye 
o'clock  he  got  up  and  spoke  against  the  Go- 
Teniment  of  the  day;  and  after  the  dinner 
adjournment  he  came  back  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  and  altered  his  tune  altogether.  A 
g  Q  complete  change  came  over  the  scene 
between  half-past  five  and  half-past 
seven.  I  notice  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  smiles.  He,  perhaps,  remembers 
that  as  well  as  I  do ;  and  when  insinuations  of 
corruption  are  thrown  out  it  naturally  recalls 
to  one's  mind  scenes  like  that  which  I  have 
jost  mentioned    as    having   occurred    several 

SMtfS  ago,  when  the  honourable  member  for 
iccarton  occupied  the  position  that  I  am 
now  in.  The  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City 
spoke  last  night  about  the  Ziman  Company's 
aoticyis  or  doings  in  respect  of  the  Mines  In- 
spector's report.  I  can  only  say  that  the 
"Pteiaiet  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Mr. 
Gordon.  I  was  Minister  of  Mines,  and  am 
solely  responsible  for  anything  that  was  done, 
and  I  say  I  would  do  again  to-morrow  what  I 
did  in  that  case.  Mr.  Gordon's  report  is  in  the 
Journals  of  the  House  for  anybody  to  see.  If 
anything  was  wrong  in  that  matter  we  should 
have  been  brought  to  book  for  it  two  years  ago 
when  the  report  was  sent  in.  The  position 
then  was  the  same  as  to-day  ;  and  if  anybody 
came  to  me  to-morrow  and  told  me  he  was 
prepared  to  invest  large  sums  of  money  on  the 
development  of  mining  in  New  Zealand,  and 
there  was  ample  reason  for  having  an  up-to- 
date  report  from  the  Mining  Inspector  or 
Engineer,  I  would  let  the  Inspector  go  to-morrow 
to  report  without  the  slightest  hesitation;  of 
course,  on  the  understanding  that  any  report 
furnished  would  not  go  outside  the  ordinary 
c^cial  routine.  Mr.  Gordon's  was  an  up-to- 
date  report,  because  the  report  mentioned  was 
furnished  in  September,  whereas  the  annual 
Mines  Report  was  as  far  back  as  the  preceding 
March.  The  last  report  was  laid  on  the  table 
in  September,  and  I  take  the  sole  responsibility 
in  connection  with  it,  and  would  do  the  same 
thing  to-morrow.  Before  I  leave  that  subject  I 
may  say  that  the  Ziman  Company  have  em- 
ployed between  four  hundred  and  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men  for  a  considerable  time,  and  in 
one  mine  alone,  where  they  expect  to  have  the 
works  completed  by  Christmas,  they  will  have 
spent  something  like  £60,000— in  one  mine 
alone.  If  we  can  encourage  people  to  invest 
their  money  in  the  mining  industry  we  do  not 
go  far  out  of  the  way  if  we  allow  them  to  have 
recourse  to  the  reports  of  the  department,  so 
that  they  may  have  a  knowledge  of  the  exact 
state  of  afiairs  in  the  country.  Of  course,  our 
mining  legislation  has  been  condemned  by  the 
Opposition,  and  they  naturally  condemn  every- 
thing we  do.  When  the  Premier  was  Minister 
of  Mines  they  condemned  his  Mining  Act  of 
1891  in  every  possible  way.  They  declared 
that  it  was  going  to  stop  capital  coming  into 
the  country  for  investment.  That  was  their 
usual  ory  then,  but  it  did  not  do  much  harm. 
Now,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  accused  of 
helping  capital  to  come  into  the  country. 
This    is    another    crime !      Another    curious 


thing  about  the  Opposition  is  this:  They 
seem  to  be  ashamed  of  their  own  name.  It  is 
a  well-known  thing  that  we  on  this  side  in 
politics  claim  the  name  of  Liberal,  and  they 
are  known  on  that  side  of  the  House  as  Tories 
and  Conservatives.  They  do  not  like  their  own 
name,  and  they  like  to  say  they  are  Liberals. 
They  are  all  Liberals  just  about  election  times ; 
and  most  of  these  candidates  support  our  mea- 
sures as  soon  as  the  country  has  approved  of 
them,  but  anything  new  has  to  be  forced  upon 
them.  Coming  to  l2he  Budget,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  has  been  received  with  satisfaction  by 
this  House.  The  newspapers  of  the  country 
have  not  criticised  the  Budget  very  much. 
What  does  that  mean  ?  That,  on  the  whole, 
the  Budget  is  satisfactory  to  the  colony.  We 
have  had  for  the  last  six  years  what  we 
might  term  sensational  Budgets.  That  was 
complained  of  by  them.  This  Budget  is  not 
a  sensational  one.  That  is  another  crime 
to  add  to  their  list.  There  is  no  doubt 
that,  as  regards  the  question  of  borrowing, 
the  Opposition  are  very  much  disappointed 
that  no  large  loan  is  proposed.  At  the  same 
time  honourable  memoars  must  know  there  is 
a  wave  coming  over  this  country  very  strongly 
urging  the  extension  of  railways  and  public 
works.  Any  one  who*  lives  in  the  country  must 
feel  that  the  wave  is  growing  stronger,  and  ii» 
proof  of  it  we  have  only  to  notice  what  has 
taken  place  with  regard  to  light  railways.  We 
have  received  applications  for  light  railways 
already  the  estimated  cost  of  which  comes  to 
£2,500,000,  which  must  be  taken  as  an  indica- 
tion of  the  feeling  that  there  is,  that  public 
works  and  railway-lines  should  be  extended. 
Let  me  give  a  list  of  the  light  railways  in  re- 
gard to  which  applications  have  already  been 
received : — 

Coromandel-Kuaotunu. 

Paeroa-Waihi. 

Opotiki-Botorua. 

Gisbome-Napier. 

Opotiki-Gisborne. 

Kotorua-Napier. 

Gisborne-Botorua. 

Eltham-Opunake. 

Dannevirke-Wallingford  and  East  Coast. 

Blenheim-Culverden. 

Fairlie-Te  Kapo-Mount  Cook. 

Wright's  to  Heddon  Bush  (Southland). 

Now,  these  total  about  £2,500,000,  and  I  am 
only  speaking  of  the  applications  that  have  been 
already  sent  in.  Well,  Sir,  it  was  only  the 
other  day  that  we  all  received  a  pamphlet  giving 
us  twenty  good  reasons  why  the  Otago  Central 
should  be  completed.  Auckland  members  could 
give  us  twenty  good  reasons  why  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line  should  be  completed;  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata  could  give  us 
twenty  good  reasons  why  the  North  of  Auckland 
Railway  should  be  extended  ;  and  I  think  the 
honourable  mem  her  for  the  Thames  could  give  us 
twenty  good  reasons  why  the  line  in  that  district 
should  be  finished  without  delay ;  and  I  could 
give  fifty  good  reasons  why  that  bit  of  railway 
between  Paeroa  and  Waihi  should  be  completed. 
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It  is  a  question  of  ways  and  means,  and  I 
feel  satisfied  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when 
the  people  will    probably    demand    that    the 

gublic-works  policy  of  the  country  will  have  to 
e  gone  on  with  much  faster  than  we  are  now 
able  to  carry  it  out ;  but  before  a  policy  of  that 
sort  can  be  introduced  the  people  should  be 
made  to  clearly  understand  what  it  means  in 
the  end.  Now,  I  want  to  say  something  about 
mining  matters.  Those  honourable  members 
who  were  in  the  House  last  Parliament  will 
remember — if  they  do  not, 'at  least,  I  can — the 
very  unhappy  time  I  had  over  the  Mining  Bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  simply  to  conserve  the 
rights  of  the  Grown  to  the  Boyal  metals.  A 
large  number  of  people  were  selling  the  rights 
to  these  Royal  metfds,  and  the  time  arose  to 
put  a  stop  to  it.  This  having  been  done,  there 
is  not  much  chance  now  of  people  selling 
the  Royal  metals  to  English  syndicates  or 
others.  But,  if  we  had  allowed  that  to  go  on 
what  would  have  been  the  result?  In  the 
course  of  time  the  people  in  England  or  else- 
where, on  finding  they  had  paid  lai^e  sums  for 
rights  which  could  not  be  retained,  would 
naturally  have  blamed  the  Government  for 
allowing  it.  If  nothing  else  has  been  done,  at 
all  events  we  have  stopped  that;  and  the  com- 
plaints that  were  being  made  about  the 
<}ovemment  taking  everybody's  land  consti- 
tute the  same  old  stock  cry  that  has  been 
raised  for  years.  After  all  that  has  been  said 
and  done  about  this  matter,  honourable  mem- 
bers will  probably  be  surprised  when  I  tell  them 
that  since  the  Act  was  passed  we  have  resumed 
two  hundred  acres  in  the  Coromandel  Penin- 
sula at  a  cost  of  £160,  and  the  local  body  paid 
half  of  it.  That  is  the  whole  of  the  land  that 
has  been  taken  under  the  Act.  Then,  again,  we 
had  a  gentleman  here  last  session  who  was  at 
the  back  of  many  of  our  Opposition  friends  in 
respect  of  the  mining  legislation,  and  he  repre- 
sented the  Kauri  Timber  Company.  We  had 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  about  their  leases.  They 
held  something  like  a  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
leasehold  which  the  Grown  owned.  The  most  of 
it  was  simply  lease,  held  in  this  way  :  They  had 
the  right  to  take  the  timber  off  it  and  no  more. 
We  had  a  lot  of  trouble  about  it,  because  I  felt, 
as  many  others  felt,  there  was  nothing  to  hin- 
der this  Timber  Gompany  from  utilising  their 
rights  on  this  land  and  the  mining  companies 
working  at  the  same  time.  The  two  industries 
could  co-exist,  and  we  have  since  made  arrange- 
ments whereby,  I  think,  they  will  co-exist. 
The  result  of  the  arrangement  has  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  for  honourable 
members  to  see  for  themselves.  It  virtually 
means  this:  The  Minister  of  Mines  for  the 
time  being  can,  under  certain  conditions,  make 
arrangements  as  portions  of  land  become  de- 
nuded of  timber  to  throw  it  into  goldfields,  and 
pay  the  Kauri  Gompany  at  the  rate  of  Is.  par 
acre  for  any  land  so  taken.  That  is  a  solution 
of  the  trouble ;  and  the  two  industries  will  go 
on,  and  so  far  both  interests  are  now  working 
satisfactorily  together.  We  have  so  far  taken 
over  from  the  company  from  eighteen  to  twenty 
thousand  acres  in  that  way,  and,  no  doubt,  will 
Mr.  Cadman 


take  more  as  time  goes  on  if  it  is  considered  desir- 
able in  the  interests  of  the  mining  community. 
Before  leaving  this  matter  I  would  like  to  read 
a  letter  I  received  the  other  day  from  the 
gentleman  I  named  as  being  behind  the  op- 
position to  the  Bill  in  the  last  Parliament, 
so  far  as  the  Elauri  Gompany  was  ooncemed. 
It  only  came  to  hand  within  the  last  few 
days:— 

'*17,  Queen  Street,  Melbourne, 

17th  September,  1897. 

Dear  Mb.  Oadman,— I  see  by  the  Star  of  the 
3rd  instant  the  very  much  vexed  question  of 
leaseholds  is  now  settled,  and  I  think  for  onoe 
the  miners  will  be  satisfied,  and  the  worst  I 
wish  them  is  they  will  make  some  good  payable 
finds.  All  our  disputes  are  now,  I  trust,  over 
and  finished,  and  I  hope  the  result  of  throwing 
open  so  much  land  wiU  do  good,  for,  if  it  does, 
our  company  must  benefit  as  regards  increased 
demand  for  timber. 

"  Our  long  fight  is  now  over,  and  you  will  ex- 
cuse me  writing  this  to  you.  I  most  certainly 
wanted  more  than  we  got,  yet  I  duly  appreciate 
the  care  and  attention  you  have  given  to  the 
whole  affair.  I  think  you  have  dealt  out  jus- 
tice in  a  most  trying  and  complicated  case. 
Your  action  will  help  two  large  industries  with- 
out hurting  either.  I  hope  both  of  these  will 
now  prosper. 

**  With  kind  regards,  and  congratulating  you 
on  the  success  of  your  negotiations. — Yours 
sincerely,  V.  B.  Trapp." 

"  Hon.  A.  J.  Gadman,  M.H.R., 
Wellington." 

Then  we  come  to  another  important  matter 
— that  is,  the  question  of  proclaiming  water- 
courses on  our  goldfields.  Mining  members, 
at  all  events,  will  recognise  this :  It  is  a  most 
important  question,  and  is  going  to  be  one  of 
the  burning  questions  of  the  day  as  far  as  the 
South  Island  is  concerned.  The  trouble  has 
been  increasing  on  the  West  Goast,  and  in 
Otago  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when  the 
question  must  come  into  prominence  there. 
Both  hydraulic  sluicing  and  dredging  must 
make  a  great  change,  and  we  must  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when,  if  the  mining  in- 
dustry is  to  go  on,  provision  will  have  to  be 
made  for  dealing  with  these  watercourses. 
Some  years  ago,  when  I  was  on  the  West 
Goast,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  the  sooner 
we  tackled  the  question  the  better ;  and  since 
I  have  been  Minister  of  Mines  I  have  had 
eighty -one  creeks  proclaimed  watercourses,  and 
it  has  cost  the  country  £10,198  to  do  it.  At 
present  there  are  thirty-six  creeks  now  notified 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  I  shall  be  astonished  if 
the  claims  for  these  creeks  do  not  amount  to 
considerably  over  £100,000.  This  is  a  qnestion 
that  has  got  to  be  faced.  It  is  a  question  that 
is  causing  trouble  on  the  West  Goast,  and  it  is 
going  to  create  trouble  in  Otago ;  and  it  is  only 
a  matter  of  time  when  many  large  claims  will 
have  to  be  met  there  in  connection  with  these 
watercourses.  Then,  we  come  to  the  question 
of  mining  legislation,  and  I  will  only  say  this, — 
as  the  Bill  is  on  the  Order  Paper  I  oannot 
discuss  it, — that  the  object  is  to  consolidate  the 
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mining  laws.  We  have  had  amandment  after 
amendment  for  many  yean,  and  it  is  time  that 
the  law  was  made  moze  intelligible.  Beyond 
that,  thexe  are  certain  alterations  to  be  made, 
which  are  necessitated  by  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  mining  in  the  oountiy. 
Great  changes  are  going  on  at  present  in  re- 

r>t  to  hydGraulio  sluicing  and  dredging,  and 
altered  conditions  require  alterations  in  the 
law.  I  took  the  onusnal  coarse  of  circulating 
this  Bill  some  time  before  Parliament  met, 
with  the  object  of  getting  as  much  criticism  as 
possible.  I  invited  as  much  hostile  criticism 
of  the  Bill  as  I  could  from  different  localities, 
with  the  view  of  laying  these  criticisms 
before  the  Gk>ldfields  Committee  when  they 
are  dealing  with  the  question,  in  order  to 
make  the  Bill  as  perfect  as  possible ;  and  I  can 
only  say  that,  so  far,  I  have  got  very  few  criti- 
eisms  to  lay  before  that  Committee.  Then, 
•gain,  dealing  with  the  administration  of  the 
lunes  Department,  we  had  exceptional  diffi- 
oulties  to  cope  with.  We  had  the  Inspecting 
Sngineer  and  all  the  Inspectors  leave  us  sud- 
denly. Members  of  this  House  complain  of  the 
salaries  that  are  being  paid  to  officers  in  the 
employ  of  the  Qovemment ;  but  in  this  case 
these  gentlemen  got  double,  and  in  some  cases 
treble,  the  salaries  the  Government  were  paying 
them,  and  one  cannot  blame  them  for  bettering 
their  positions.  They  went  away  suddenly ; 
and,  consequently,  it  took  us  all  our  time  to 
have  the  annual  report  prepared  for  presenta- 
tion to  Parliament.  It  also  put  us  behind  in 
the  water-conservation   scheme;  but  we  have 

Kt  the  official  reports  in  from  the  different 
Mklities,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  them 
cm  the  table  of  the  House  in  a  few  days.  Out- 
side of  that  we  had  to  appoint  two  assistant 
Mining  Inspectors.  The  work  on  the  West 
Coast  and  in  the  North  increased  so  much  that 
it  was  decided  to  appoint  two  more  assistants 
in  order  to  cope  with  it.  Then,  again,  the  wish 
was  expressed  in  the  last  Parliament  that  we 
should  do  something  in  the  way  of  establishing 
a  mining  bureau.  That  bureau  has  been 
started,  and  it  must  speak  for  itself  so  far  as 
its  usefulness  is  concerned.  If  it  is  going  to  do 
any  good  it  will  be  continued,  and  if  it  is  seen 
that  it  will  serve  no  good  purpose  it  will  be 
done  away  with ;  but,  so  far,  it  has  been  criti- 
cised throughout  favourablv,  and  I  think  it 
will  give  a  lot  of  valuable  information  as 
to  the  mining  industry  to  people  outeide  the 
colony,  and  it  is  outside  the  colony  that  we 
wish  information  disseminated  with  regard  to 
our  mining.  Talking  of  mining,  I  think  it 
would  be  well  worth  the  while  of  mining 
members  and  this  House  to  consider  whether 
it  is  not  advisable  to  take  action  in  the 
direction  of  copying  from  Victoria  what  they 
are  doing  there  to  encourage  mining.  I  have 
had  communications  from  the  Victorian  Qo- 
vemment lately,  and  they  are  now  erecting 
eight  batteries  of  three  stamps  each  in  different 
out-districts.  These  batteries  are  being  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  £156  each,  landed  on 
the  railway -lilies,  and  they  are  being  driven 
by  foor-horse  power  engines,  costing  from  £175 


to  £200  each  more.  It  is  for  honourable 
members  to  consider  whether  it  is  worth  while 
following  the  lead  of  Victoria  and  doing  some- 
thing in  that  way.  There  are  some  places  in 
the  interior  of  Otago  where  it  is  impossible  ai 
present  for  peonle  to  get  a  crushing,  and  it 
might  be  considered  advisable  to  erect  small 

Elants  in  these  and  other  goldfield  districts 
I  order  to  enable  people  to  obtain  test- 
cmshings.  In  New  Zealand  we  are  running 
on  different  lines,  because  we  have  given 
grants  on  the  estimates  for  the  erection  of 
small  schools  of  mines  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. There  was  a  vote  of  £1,000  on  the 
estimates  last  year,  and  a  good  deal  of  that 
has  been  absorbed,  and  I  shall  tell  honour- 
able members  where  that  money  has  gone. 
Outside  of  that  vote  of  £1,000,  of  course,  we- 
have  also  voted  £500  each  to  the  Otago  Uni- 
versity and  the  Thames  School  of  Mines.  The 
Waihi  School  of  Mines  got  £293 ;  Waipori,  £200 ; 
Millers's  Flat,  £150 ;  Coromandel.  £127  ;  West- 
port,  £50;  Nelson,  £15;  and  Kumara,  £15— 
making  a  total  of  £1,751  which  we  have  spent 
on  schools  of  mines.  In  dealing  with  this 
question  the  other  night  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Thames  touched  a  vital  point  in 
connection  with  this  question  of  teehnical 
education.  These  schools  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts can  do  little  or  no  good  unless  they  are 
to  have  instructors.  The  question  arises,  then, 
whether  or  not  our  technical -education  scheme 
should  not  include  instruction  that  would  be 
useful  to  those  who  in  their  after-life  may 
make  their  way  to  the  different  goldfields  of 
the  colony,  and  also  provide  instruction  to 
these  country  schools  of  mines.  In  the- 
legislation  of  last  session  we  also  dealt  with 
the  question  of  appointing  mine-managers, 
and  we  have  so  far  issued  250  provisional 
warrants  under  the  Act  of  the  session  of  that  . 
year.  The  object  of  these  warrants  is_tp  allow 
any  man  who  is  a  competent  man,  but  who  has 
been  unfortunate  enough  not  to  have  been  able 
to  obtain  sufficient  education  to  pass  the  neces* 
sary  examination,  to  prove  whether  he  is  com- 
petent to  take  charge  of  a  mine,  and  he  now 
has  two  years  to  prove  his  ability.  If  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  is  competent,  he  gets  a 
mine-manager's  certificate  without  examina- 
tion ;  and,  as  I  say,  we  have  issued  250  of  thesr 
to  date  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Then 
we  come  to  the  railways,  and  in  this  connection 
I  must  say  that  the  remarks  of  the  House  have, 
on  the  whole,  been  rather  oomplimentajry  to 
the  Qovemment  and  to  myself.  In  talking  of 
railway  matters,  I  would  like  to  speak  pretty 
plainly  to  the  House  and  explain  the  position 
we  are  in.  I  shall  have  to  quote  figures  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  I  shall  endeavour  not  to  be- 
too  dry.  In  the  first  place,  when  the  (Govern- 
ment took  over  the  railways,  what  was  going  to 
happen  ?  It  was  prophesied  we  were  going  to- 
have  the  usual  corruption ;  billets  were  to  be 
found  for  men  of  the  '*  right  colour  " ;  and,  on 
the  whole,  the  country  was  to  be  ruined.  We 
have  now  had  two  years  and  a  half  of  the 
Government  control  of  the  railways,  and  I 
think,  on  the  whole,  the  results  have  been  satis- 
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factory;  at  all  events,  the  antioipations  of 
flome  persons  have  not  come  to  pass.  Last 
year  we  made  the  highest  revenue  record  for 
thirteen  years  on  the  railways,  the  percentage 
being  £8  Ss.  lOd. ;  and  I  might  also  say  we  have 
a  record  on  the  railways  daring  the  last  two 
vears  and  a  half  in  concessions,  *  which  have 
been  something  like  £100,000  to  the  users.  So 
far  as  rates  are  concerned,  they  were  as  follows 
from  1883  to  1896  :~ 


£      B. 

d. 

M     8.  d. 

1883 

..  2  16 

1 

1890 

. .  2  18  11 

1884 

..3  0 

3 

1891 

. .  2  15  9 

1885 

..  2  17 

3 

1892 

..310 

1886 

..2  6 

0 

1893 

..  2  17  9 

1887 

..2  6 

0 

1894 

. .  2  14  6 

1888 

..  2  12 

0 

1895 

..  2  16  0 

1889 

..  2  19 

6 

1896 

..  3  3  10 

During  the  debate— and  I  have  not  hecurd  it 
all — I  nave  heard  of  only  one  charge  of  corrap- 
tion,  and  it  came  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Invercargill.  I  cannot  allude  to  a  past 
debate,  of  course,  but  I  will  explain  the  case  he 
referred  to  later  on,  and  I  think  he  will  then 
see  that  it  was  anything  but  a  case  of  corrup- 
tion. I  may  say  that  I  never  made  a  billet 
for  any  man  on  the  railways.  Honourable 
members  will  see  that  what  I  have  done 
has  been  to  endeavour  to  distribute  the 
employment  on  the  railways  all  over  the 
country.  Formerly  the  towns  got  the  bulk  of 
the  employment  of  lads,  and  the  country  dis- 
tricts got  very  little  show.  Well,  the  towns 
must  get  the  lion's  share.  If  a  boy  starts  at 
5s.  a  week  in  the  workshops,  as  a  rule  his 
parents  in  the  country  are  unable  to  contribute 
towards  his  maintenance  away  from  home; 
consequently  many  country  lads  are  debarred 
from  learning  a  trade  in  the  railway  shops, 
the  result  being  that  the  children  in  the 
towns  absorb  nearly  all  the  apprenticeships. 


To  equalise  this  state  of  things  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  give  country  lads  cadetships, 
porterships,  and  any  other  employment  in 
which  the  rate  of  pay  would  enable  the  lad 
to  live  away  from  home,  and  I  have  tried  to 
spread  these  appointments  all  over  the  coun- 
try as  much  as  possible.  It  is  for  honourable 
members  to  say  whether  this  system  has  been 
successful  or  not.  I  can  only  say  that  I  have 
now  about  eight  thousand  applications  for 
employment  in  the  railway  service,  and  that 
I  have  had  considerably  over  a  htmdred  ap- 
plications from  honourable  members  since  they 
came  to  Wellington  this  session.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  coming  to  this :  that  we  shall 
have  to  appoint  some  Board  for  the  whole  of  the 
Civil  Service,  similar  to  what  obtains  in  Aus- 
tralia, to  determine  these  appointments,  thereby 
relieving  both  members  and  Ministers  of  a  lot 
of  unnecessary  worry  and  trouble.  Now,  let 
me  take  some  of  the  criticisms  on  railway 
matters.  I  will  take  first  that  of  the  junior 
member  for  Christchurch  City.  I  may  say 
that  when  I  took  over  the  control  of  the  rail- 
ways I  was  afraid  I  should  have  to  defend 
myself  as  against  the  administration  of  the 
Commissioners;  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
nothing  has  been  said  that  would  reflect  on  the 
Commissioners,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
defend  what  was  done  by  those  gentlemen 
while  they  were  in  office,  as  the  matter 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Taylor  was  an  act  of  theirs. 
In  the  first  place,  the  report  I  have  xeoeivsd 
from  the  Superintendent  is  to  this  effect: 
"  Four  sets  of  gear,  two  for  class  N  locomotives 
and  two  for  class  O  locomotives,  were  imported 
for  experimental  purposes  at  a  cost  of  6,844 
dollars  at  New  York— say,  £1,500."  One  en- 
gine  was  fitted  up  for  trial,  and  the  trial 
was  made  between  Christchurch  and  Dnnedin, 
with  this  result : — 


Details. 


N  27 :  Compound. 


MaO:  Simple. 


Date  nmning 

Where  running 
Number  of  trips 


Total  ton-miles^e  . . 
Average  ton  -  mileage 

per  trin 
Coal  usea  . . 

Water  used 
Total  cost 

Coal  per  ton-mile   . . 

Total  cost  per  ton- 
mile 

Tractive  power 

Tractive  power  with 
live  steam  in  low- 
pressure  cylinder 


December  24, 1895,  to  June  19, 1896    . . 

Between  Christchurch  and  Dunedin    . . 
Between  Oamaru  and  Dunedin,  70 

Between  Oamaru  and  Christchurch,  101 


December  24, 1895,  to  June  90, 

1896. 
Christchurch  and  Dunedin. 
Oamaru  and  Dunedin,  78 

Oamaru  and  Christchurch,  102 


1,907,977 
11,157 


Total 


171 


4,360  cwt.  =  488,320  lb. 

338,100  gallons 
£436  178.  8d. 
0-266  lb.       . . 
0055d 

11,227  lb.     . . 
12,250  lb. 


1,875,406. 
10,418. 

4,461  cwt.  »  499,632  lb. 

352,150  gallons. 
£457  Os.  5d. 
0-266  lb. 
0-0585d. 

9,6201b. 


180 


Saving  in  coal  per  ton-mile,  compound  over 

Saving  in  total  expenses  per  ton-mils,  oomj 
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lie  engine,  4  per  cent, 
over  simple  engine,  6*36  per  cent. 
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The  Saperintendent  says, — 

**  The  lesulte  shown  are  a  distinct  gain.  The 
work  of  coifipoandinlif  was  confined  to  one 
engine  in  June,  1895.  Although  the  ezperi- 
nxents  have  not  come  up  to  my  ezpeotationa,  1 
aee  no  reason  why  the  balance  of  the  gear  should 
not  be  used,  but  would  prefer  to  build  it  into 
•eDgines  with  heavier  frames  than  the  present 
class  N  or  O.** 

There  is  the  explanation  of  the  statement 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  the  other 
night.  Then,  he  told  us  the  time  was  coming 
when  the  Addington  Workshops  should  be  the 
hnb  of  the  universe — or  the  South  Island — but 
I  cannot  say  that  I  agree  wi<^  him  there,  and 
I  would  advise  him  not  to  raise  that  question 
in  this  House,  because  I  can  assure  him  that, 
if  the  question  ever  prises  between  Addington 
4knd  Hillside,  the  Otago  people,  with  Southland 
behind  them,  will  certainly  defeat  Canterbury. 
Then  we  come  to  the  question  of  carriages, 
and  the  honourable  member  complained  tiiat 
we  had  not  enough  conveniences  for  the  second- 
olaee  passengers.  Well,  it  is  unfair  to  compare 
our  carriages  with  the  carriages  on  the  English 
line',  because  the  English  cost  is  £47,000  a  mile, 
jajad  our  cost  is  under  £8,000  a  mile,  and  if  the 
*  House  will  agree  to  give  another  tloiousand  or 
two  a  mile  to  expend  on  our  railway  lines  I 


will  undertake  to  improve  the  state  of  things 
everywhere.  I  may  say  the  cost  to  fit  up  the 
second-class  carriages  with  cushions  would  be 
£8,000,  and,  if  the  seats  are  to  have  padded 
backs,  £14,000 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — I  think  it  ought  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  GADMAN.— Well,  an  honourable  gentle- 
man says  it  ought  to  be  done,  but  before  I  am 
done  I  shall  mention  some  other  things  that 
perhaps  ought  to  be  done  too,  and  if  the  House 
says  they  should  be  carried  out  they  will  be 
astonished  at  the  amount  of  money  they  will 

g  OQ  have  to  provide.  Then,  the  leader  of 
'  the  Opposition  (Captain  Bussell)  told 
us  that  the  railway-lines  were  in  a  bad  state 
because  there  was  an  increased  vote  asked  for 
this  year.  The  expenditure  last  year  was 
£789,054,  and  the  estimated  expendiMie  for 
this  year  is  £810,000.  Well,  that  is  j^  in- 
crease  of  £21,000.  But  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgot  to  tell  us  anything  about  the  flood- 
damage  in  his  own  district  in  April  last,  and 
the  extra  charges  entailed  thereby,  which,  of 
course,  come  into  this  year's  expenditure.  Let 
me  give  you  the  Chief  Engineer's  estimate  of 
the  cost  to  repair  this  flood-damage,  and  I  will 
also  show  you  how  we  propose  to  allocate  that 
expenditure : — 

Chargeable  to 


Capital.  Maintenance. 

On  the  Wanganui  Section :  Temporary  repairs  and  bridging  Aorangi  and         £  £ 

Bangitikei  bridges  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         ..  1,325 

Kapier  Section :  Extensive  damages  between  Takapau  and  Napier ;  tem- 
porary deviation  of  the  line,  Farndon-Awatoto  ;  and  repairs  to  various 
bridges  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..         ..  2,957 


Total  expenditure  so  far 

Permanent  Repairs, 
'Wanganui  Section— 

Bangitikei  Bridge :  To  reinstate  this  similar  to  original  design  would 
have  cost  £3,000,  chargeable  to  Maintenance,  but  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  river-bed  it  is  decided  to  reconstract  on  iron 
cylinders  with  120  ft.  spans ;  estimated  cost,  £12,000  (additional 
£9,000  to  be  charged  to  capital) 
In  addition  to  this,  raising  approaches 

(A  portion  of  this  expenditure  only  will  come  into  current  finan- 
cial year.) 
Aorangi  Bridge :  To  permanently  repair  this 
Kapier  Section — 

To  rebuild  permanent  bridges  at  Waitangi  and  Washout,  £8,400,  of 
which  £2,000  is  authorised  to  capital  towards  the  large  additional 
amount  of  bridging  . . 

(A  portion  only  of  this  expenditure  can  come  into  current 
financiid  vear.) 
To  reinstate  the  formation  between  Famdon  and  Awatoto  . . 


4,282 


9,000 


2,000 


£11,000 


3,000 
350 


650 

6,400 

800 

15,483 
11,000 


Making  a  total  of  . . 
Now,  the  total  of  this  expenditure  is  £26,482. 
Oat  of  that  we  shall  only  charge  £11,000 
against  Capital  Account.  Outside  of  that  we 
have  a  loss  in  revenue  from  trafi&c  at  from 
JSSfiOO  to  £10,000,  for  it  must  be  remembered 
tiiat  this  loss  is  still  going  on,  thereby  reducing 
oar  permanent  receipts.  These  items  make  a 
'mot  £86,000.    Now,  the  estimated  ex- 


£26,482 
penditure  shows  an  increase  of  £21,000.  The 
flood-damage  alone  foots  up  to  £15,482,  and 
if  we  take  the  increa«ed  salaries  under  the 
Classification  Act,  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man assisted  to  pass  last  year,  which  amounts 
to  about  £5,000,  that  makes  £20,482.  The 
whole  amount  for  repairing  the  flood-damage 
will  not  be  expended  this  year.    Against  that 
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there  ure  several  miles  of  new  lines  to  be  taken 
over  and  opened  for  traffic,  so  that  the  expendi- 
ture on  (he  one  thing  will  about  counter  balance 
the  saving  on  the  other,  and  the  honour- 
able member  will  now  see  that,  so  far  as  the 
increase  in  this  year's  vote  is  concerned,  it  is 
pretty  well  accounted  for  by  tbe^  facts.  Then, 
we  were  told  that  we  were  starving  the  rail- 
ways. Now,  in  the  face  of  the  returns  laid  on 
the  table  of  this  House  year  after  year,  and 
the  statements  contained  therein,  I  really  can- 
not understand  how  members  can  stand  up  in 
this  House  and  make  assertions  of  that  sort. 
Just  let  us  look  at  the  expenditure  on  the  rail- 
ways for  some  years  past.  Let  me  take,  say, 
from  1890  :— 


1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 

1895  (our  first  year) 

1896  (last  year)      . . 


BxpeDdlture. 

.  700,708 

.  706,617 

.  732.142 

.  785,859 

.  732,160 

.  761,868 

.  789,064 


Those  were  our  expenditures  on  the  lines ;  how, 
therefore,  it  could  be  said  the  lines  were  being 
starved  I  cannot  understand.  Now,  I  will  just 
show  what  the  expenditure  has  been  under  the 
separate  heads  of  maintenance,  looomotiva, 
car  and  wagons,  and  traffic : — 


m 

1803-08. 

1808-94. 

1804-06. 

1806-06. 

1806^07. 

Maintenance 

Loco,  and  Carriage  and  Wagon 

Traffic      .. 

4 
262,600 
237,735 
202,152 

268,450 
284,300 
201,165 

272,717 
226,706 
201,641 

282,598 
240,861 
207,252 

£ 
801,981 
256,367 
218,913 

These  returns  show  in  all  these  departments  a 
gradual  rise  from  year  to  year,  and  also  show 
that  the  increased  expenditure  has  been  the 
greatest  on  record  last  year.  Where  the  state- 
ment that  I  have  just  replied  to  comes  from  I 
cannot  understand.  Then,  I  have  to  thank  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B. 
Stout)  for  his  statement  the  other  night  about 
stores.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  has  been 
a  decrease  in  the  stores,  and  his  statement 
proves  my  case,  as  against  the  statement  that 
the  lines  were  being  starved  in  order  to  show  a 
surplus  in  revenue.  On  looking  over  the  stores 
I  found  we  had  on  hand  a  good  deal  of  what  is 
termed  dead  stock,  in  the  shape  of  large 
quantities  of  iron  of  unmarketable  sizes — of 
sizes  that  could  not  be  used  to  advantage — so 
I  sent  away  the  most  of  it  to  the  rolling-mills 
in  Otago  and  had  it  made  into  marketable 
sizes,  and  sizes  which  could  be  used,  and  in  that 
way  much  of  that  dead  stock  has  been  got  rid 
of.  That  has,  of  course,  reduced  our  working 
stock,  as  it  comes  out  of  Stores  Account. 
But  where  did  those  stores  go  ?  They  went  on 
the  railway-Unes,  thus  showing  still  further  ex- 
penditure on  the  lines.  Then,  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  told  us  that  something 
like  £10,000  a  year  less  has  been  spent  on  an 
average  by  the  Government  since  they  took 
over  the  railways  than  was  spent  upon  them 
by  the  Commissioners.  Now,  if  honourable 
members  will  take  their  statements  out  of  the 
newspapers,  instead  of  consulting  the  reliable 
figures  placed  before  them  in  this  House  in 
the  returns,  there  is  no  use  arguing  with  them. 
Let  me  point  out  how  this  question  as  to 
the  starving  of  the  railways  came  before 
the  country.  I  met  a  deputation  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Christchurch  on 
the  question  of  the  railways,  and  I  told  them 
there  if  the  railways  were  mine  I  should  ex- 
pend at  least  £200,000  on  their  equipment  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  that  I  was  going  to 
Mr,  Cadman 


ask  Parliament  to  find  that  amount  of  money* 
I  will  give  you  extracts  of  what  I  said,  taken 
from  a  newspaper  that  members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  should  rely  on — the  GhriBtchnxoh 
Press  .— 

**  Hon.  Mr.  Cadman  said,  .  .  .  with  re- 
spect to  catering  for  the  public,  there  was 
no  doubt  the  Government  had  as  mnoh 
right  to  do  that  as  a  private  individual.  If 
the  railway  •  lines  were  his  he  would  spend 
£200,000  to-morrow  in  their  equipment,  and 
he  was  going  to  ask  Parliament  to  find 
that  amount  of  money.  Whether  they  had  to 
beg,  borrow,  or  steal  it,  it  must  be  found 
if  the  work  was  to  go  on.  As  businesa-men 
they  would  see  that.  ...  He  had  com- 
plaints from  all  parts  of  the  colony  of  the 
want  of  rolling-stock  to  carry  grain,  ^.,  and 
there  was  at  present  a  shortage  of  trucks.  The 
department  wanted  a  thousand  more  tmekst 
and  for  them  he  would  want  at  least  £60,000. 
Besides,  as  he  had  said,  more  locomotives  and 
carriages  were  wanted. 

**  Mr.  Reece  asked  if  this  was  for  repairs  or 
to  meet  growing  trade. 

"Hon.  Mr.  Cadman  replied  that  it  was  to 
meet  the  growing  trade.  The  present  stock 
was  practically  as  good  as  new. 

"  Mr.  Mears  said  that  the  railway  returns  did 
not  indicate  so  large  an  increase  in  trade  as 
the  Minister's  remarks  would  lead  them  to 
understand.  They  could  quite  imderstand  a 
large  sum  of  money  would  be  needed  for 
renewals. 

"  Hon.  Mr.  Cadman  said  the  money  was 
wanted  for  new  stock.  *  Renewals  *  meant  re- 
pairs of  old  stock,  and  this  they  were  able  to 
do." 

On  the  strength  of  that  statement  the  Opposi- 
tion Press  all  over  the  colony  at  once  raised 
the  cry  that  the  railways  were  being  starved. 
Then,  we  come  to  the  honest  producer  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House.    I  refer  to  the 
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r  member  for  Ghristohuroh  City,  who  told 
us  the  other  day  that  he  was  an  honest  pro- 
ducer who  had  been  robbed  by  our  railways. 
He  said  that  it  cost  158.  to  take  a  sheep  by 
rail  from  Lyttelton  to  Ghristohurch.  But  let 
me  point  out  that  in  that  case  he  used  a  whole 
tmok  to  carry  that  one  sheep  in.  Had  he 
forwarded  this  sheep  in  the  ordinary  way  it 
would  have  cost  about  half  a  crown,  but  any 
one  wanting  a  whole  truck  for  one  sheep  only 
should  be  prepared  to  pay  for  it.  People  are 
asking  the  Railway  Department  contmually 
to  carry  their  live-stock  in  all  kinds  of  ways, 
and  if  extra  conveniences  are  required  they  are 
charged  for  just  the  same  as  in  any  other 
business.  The  cry  of  the  Liberal  party  has 
been  **  One  man  one  vote,"  but  lately  we  have 
been  getting  from  the  other  side  a  great  deal 
of  the  cry  of  **  One  sheep  one  truck,"  as  many 
of  them  seem  to  be  getting  excessively  careful  of 
these  animals  at  the  public  expense.  Then  we 
come  to  the  frozen-meat  and  other  companies. 
A  good  many  companies  have  been  complaining 
lately  about  excessive  railway  charges.  But  they 
do  not  tell  us  this :  that,  notwithstanding  these 
extortionate  railway  charges  and  the  shipping 
freights  to  send  the  mutton  Home,  they  are  sell- 
ing mutton  at  Home  at  S^d.  per  pound,  whilst 
they  are  ohargmg  us  4d.  per  pound  m  the  colony, 
saving  at  the  same  time  the  charges  for  freezing 
and  snipping.  Now,  where  does  the  robbery 
come  in?  They  send  away  their  very  best 
sheep  and  lambs,  and  after  paying  all  charges 
they  sell  the  mutton  in  England  at  3^.,  whilst 
they  are  charging  4d.  a  pound  for  the  old 
eroeks  and  inferior  mutton  nere  in  the  colony. 
Sir,  I  think  the  honest  consumer  as  well  as 
the  producer  in  this  country  are  entitled  to 
some  -consideration  in  this  matter.  Now, 
as  to  what  we  have  done,  let  me  tell  the 
House  that  concessions  have  been  made 
to  the  extent  of  something  like  £100,000.  The 
policy  generally  has  been  to  encourage  enter- 
prise by  reducing  the  cost  of  transit  on  those 
goods  which  most  require  it,  and  enabling 
producers  and  consumers,  by  means  of  cheap 
travel,  to  interchange  ideas,  besides  affording 
by  the  latter  means  increased  educational 
facilities.  Since  the  Government  took  over  the 
railways,  258,000  school -children,  including 
their  teachers  and  parents,  have  travelled  on 
the  railways  at  extraordinarily  low  prices,  and 
no  less  than  558,000  passengers  have  been 
eacried  second  class  ^n  the  railways  at  a  charge 
of  ^.  per  mile.  The  rates  for  season  tickets 
have  bwn  reduced.  Betum  tickets  for  distances 
over  ten  miles  have  been  made  available  for 
return  for  one  month.  Cheap  fares  have  been 
arranged  for  all  agricultural  shows.  The  age- 
limit  for  school  season-tickets  has  been  raised 
to  twenty  years,  and  the  age-limit  for  appren- 
tices' and  pupil-teachers'  season-tickets  raised 
from  nineteen  to  twenty-one.  Technical-school 
seaeon  and  twenty-trip  cheap  tickets  have  been 
introduced.  Beduced  fares  for  students  travel- 
ling for  field  instruction  are  being  granted. 
Teachers'  Saturday  season-tickets  have  been 
nuhde  available  for  examinations.  The  rates  on 
firewood,   lime,  scrap-iron,  chaff,  straw,  and 
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hay  liave  twice  been  reduced  to  the  following 

extent:— 

Miles. 

Jan.,  1805. 

Now. 

£      B.    d. 

£   B.    d. 

Firewood 
Lime             ..  - 
Scrap-iron     . . 

25 

50 

75 

100 

10     0 

1  12     6 

2  16 
2    7    6 

0  16    0 

1  3  & 
19  9 
1  16    (> 

Chaff 
Straw 
Hay 

35 

110 

0  19    9 

40 
45 
50 

13  6 
15  2 
1    6  10 

1  1  0 
12  3 
18ft 

75 

1  15    2 

19    9 

^ 

100 

2    3    6 

1  16    0 

All  at  per  truok-load  of  6  tons. 
The  sheep  rates  have  been  reduced  20  per 
cent.,  since  which  reduction  5,208,081  sheep 
have  been  carried.  This  reduction  is  equivalent 
to  carrying  over  a  million  sheep,  or  about  seven- 
teen thousand  truck-loads,  or  570  train-loads, 
free  of  charge.  The  rate  on  road-metal  for  local 
bodies  has  been  reduced  by  one-half,  which  is 
equivalent  to  carrying  road-metal  twenty-seven 
miles  for  Is.  9d.  per  ton,  and  fifty  miles  for 
28.  9d.  per  ton.  Coal  for  foreign  export  has 
been  reduced  25  per  cent.  The  white -pine 
timber  rates  have  been  reduced.  The  un- 
popular district-railway  rates  on  the  Botorua^ 
K&aia  and  Ashburton  Forks,  Wsimate, 
Dantroon  and  Hakataramea,  and  Waimea> 
Plains  Bail  ways  have  been  entirely  abolished. 
The  special  tax  of  Id.  per  ton  per  mile  on 
the  merchandise  carried  on  the  branch  rail- 
ways has  also  been  abolished.  This  has 
removed  a  burning  feeling  of  injustice  from  a^ 
large  number  of  districts.  During  the  un- 
paralleled frosts  and  snow-storms  last  year  the 
nigh-lying  country  lost  a  large  number  of 
sheep,  and  the  Government  arranged  to  still 
further  reduce  the  sheejp  rates  to  the  extent  of 
20  per  cent,  on  sheep  intended  for  restocking 
the  country.  New- Zealand-grown  fresh  fruit 
and  vegetables  are  now  carried  any  distance  for 
6d.  per  56  lb.,  and  in  some  cases  the  rates  are 
even  lower.  The  long-standing  grievance  in 
regard  to  the  high  rates  on  game  and  fresh  fish 
has  been  met  by  making  a  maximum  charge  of 
Is.  for  these  commodities  in  141b.  parcels. 
The  milk  rates  have  been  reduced,  and  also  the 
rates  on  milk  for  cheese-making.  Empty  cases 
and  shooks  sent  to  be  filled  with  New-Zealand- 
grown  fresh  fruit  have  been  made  free.  Seeds 
forwarded  to  seed-cleaning  establishments  to 
be  cleaned  are  carried  back  free.  Exhibits  con- 
signed to  public  museums  in  New  Zealand  are 
conveyed  free  of  charge.  Food  products  donated 
to  charitable  institutions  are  carried  at  half- 
rates.  Books  from  and  to  circulating  librariea 
are  conveyed  at  one-quarter  parcel  rates.  Bates 
for  frozen  meat  have  been  reduced.  Bates  on 
merchandise  on  the  Lyttelton-Ghristchuroh 
line  have  been  reduced.  Bates  on  merchan- 
disc  on  the  New  Plymouth-Breakwater  line 
have  been  reduced.  Firewood  rates  for  long 
distances  from  Hawke's  Bay  and  Oatlin's  Biver 
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disiriots  hftve  been  reduced.  Besides,  many 
other  reduotione  have  been  made  in  favour  of 
producers  and  oonfiumers,  or  to  secure  compeli- 
tive  business  with  the  railways,  too  numerous 
to  mention.  Put  into  money  figures,  the 
reductions  up  to  the  present  have  been 
worth  £100,000  to  the  users  of  the  railways. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  concessions  the  net 
earnings  of  the  railways  have  been  £3  8e.  lOd. 
per  cent.  As  my  time  is  nearly  up  I  will  say 
this  in  conclusion  :  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  most  of  the  large  companies  which  have 
been  crying  out  about  the  railway  rates  are 
paying  fairly  good  dividends.  I  have  got  a  list 
here  of  the  dividends  paid  by  these  companies, 
but  I  have  not  time  to  read  it.  I  think  it  is 
only  right  that  the  colony,  which  has  still  to 
pay,  roughly,  about  £155,000  to  make  good  our 
interest  on  the  cost  of  construction  of  our 
railway-lines,  should  get  some  benefit  for  the 
services  performed  while  times  are  good.  Of 
course,  when  bad  times  come  we  should  be 
inclined  to  make  reductions  in  order  to  meet 
our  producers  in  many  ways,  but  in  times  of 
prosperity  the  companies  which  are  paying 
euch  good  dividends  should  be  prepared  to  pay 
a  fair  price  for  the  carriage  of  their  produce. 

Mr.  GKOWTHEB.  —  What  very  strange 
people  we  have.  The  Minister  who  has  just  sat 
down  commenced  by  telling  us  that  there  was 
nothing  to  reply  to.  After  his  preliminary 
canter,  at  twenty  minutes  past  eight,  he  said, 
'*  I  am  going  to  reply  to  the  criticism."  What 
does  that  mean?  There  must  have  been 
something  to  reply  to.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  is  an  adminis- 
trator; he  is  not  an  advocate.  He  is  not  at 
home  when  he  is  on  his  feet.  I  have  heard  it 
said,  Sir,  that  ancient  parliamentary  members 
could  tijce  consolation  out  of  anything.  I  was 
going  to  say  even  out  of  an  Onehunga  Cemetery 
Bill ;  however,  I  will  not  refer  to  that.  However, 
there  is  one  thing  beyond  all  doubt,  and  that 
is  that  the  Minister  who  has  just  sat  down  said 
something  that  he  might  just  as  well  have  left 
unsaid.  There  is  one  feature  in  connection 
with  his  speech  that  I  desire  to  say,  in  my 
opinion,  it  will  take  every  member  of  this 
House  a  long  time  to  get  rid  of  the  responsi- 
bility of.  That,  Sir,  is  in  connection  wiUi  the 
Awarua  seat.  There  is  not  a  member  in  this 
House  but,  after  the  session  is  over,  will  have 
to  be  answerable  for  the  kind  of  members  that 
are  sitting  in  this  House ;  and.  Sir,  if  there  is 
only  one  member  sitting  in  this  House  who 
ought  not  to  sit  in  it,  the  rest  of  the  members 
will  be  more  or  less  held  responsible. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — As  a  point  of  order,  Sir, 
has  the  Awarua  seat  anything  to  do  with  the 
Financial  Statement? 

Mr.  SPEAEER.--Oh,  there  is  a  very  large 
amount  of  latitude  allowed  in  the  financial 
debate. 

Mr.  GROWTHER.— I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  a  partner  in  the  Awarua  seat. 
He  is  looking  rather  pale,  and  it  seems  to  affect 
him  ;  but.  Sir,  1  do  not  want  to  follow  this  busi- 
ness. It  is  a  very  disagreeable  business  to  me, 
a  very  painful  business.  I  feel  that  I  have  to 
Mr.  Cadtnan 


take  my  share  of  the  reeponsibility,  and  that  I 
am  not  willing  to  do.  The  Minister  at  the  be- 
giiming  of  his  address  spent,  as  I  have  said, 
twenty  minutes  in  what  I  have  olaasified  as 
empty  assertion;  simply  because  most  of  the 
matter  he  has  given  us  appears  in  figures  that 
we  can  all  refer  to,  and  it  has  simply  been  to 
my  mind  an  effort  to  put  them  into  ffanfonL 
Of  course,  that  is  quite  right,  I  suppose.  It  is 
what  we  are  all  doing  in  connection  with  this 
debate  ;  and  it  is  possibly  just  as  well  that  we 
should  be  doing  this,  as  that  we  should  be 
doing  something  else  that  would  be  leas  profit- 
able hereafter.  The  honourable  gentleman. 
Sir,  was  very  strong  on  the  word  "ToEy.** 
What  a  cant  phrase  that  is ! 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— What  does  it  mean  ? 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.  —  I  inquired  what  it 
meant,  and  a  learned  gentleman  who  site  olose 
to  me  told  me  that  it  means  "  a  man  who  lets 
well  alone."  I  ask  the  Minister,  after  that  ex- 
planation, what  he  can  find  offensive  in  that 
term  ?  In  olden  days  we  used  to  hear  associ- 
ated with  the  name  of  *'  Tory  "  the  name  of 
"  Whig."  Now,  I  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man what  does  **  Whig "  mean  ?  If  it  ii 
necessary  that  we  should  call  one  another  by 
names,  let  us  have  those  names  classified,  so 
that  we  will  know  what  they  mean.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  accept  an  interpretation  that  as 
an  application  I  cannot  understand.  There- 
fore I  will  leave  that  matter  as  it  is  at  present ; 
and  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  that  I  should 
follow  the  honourable  gentleman  further  than 
in  one  remark  that  he  made  as  to  what  we 
were  paying  for  our  mutton.  I  will  tell  him 
something :  Let  him  go  to  any  shop  in  Welling- 
ton and  he  will  find  there  is  no  necessity  what- 
ever for  him  to  pav  4d.  a  pound  for  his  mutton. 
I  will  tell  him  what  he  means.  He  wants  a 
messenger  to  go  to  his  door  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  morning  to  ask  him  for  an  order,  and 
another  to  deliver  perhaps  a  pound  of  mutton 
or  beef  before  eight  o'clock.  How  much  does 
he  think  those  two  journeys  are  worth  ?  After 
paying  the  price  of  horse-hire  they  are  worth 
more  than  the  meat  that  is  sold.  That  is  what 
makes  the  meat  dear.  Let  any  one  go  to  a 
shop  with  money  in  his  pocket  if  he  wants  meat 
cheap  ;  but  you  cannot  be  waited  on  and  have 
servants  running  all  round  after  yon  without 
paying  for  it.  ^e  price  the  honourable  gentle- 
man quotes  is  the  wholesale  price  at  Home. 
Let  him  quote  the  wholesale  price  here  and 
he  will  find  it  is  less  than  half  what  it  is  at 
Home.  Let  him  go  to  the  market  and  sell  a 
flock  of  sheep,  and  see  what  he  will  get  for 
them.  He  will  get  about  Id.  a  pound  for  them, 
and  will  be  very  lucky  if  he  gets  l^d.  Then, 
why  does  he  come  here  and  prate  about  4d.  ? 
I  have  said  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
so  good-natured  and  so  kindly  that  even  if  I 
was  desirous  of  having  more  to  say  I  should  re- 
frain  from  saying  it.  I  did  not  intend  to  ^eak 
in  connection  with  this  Budget,  and  on  Friday 
last  I  told  both  of  the  senior  Whips,  "Yon 
finish  the  debate  to-night,  and  I  vrill  sit  tight.** 
That  arrangement  could  not,  however,  be 
carried  out,  and  consequently  I  had  to  make 
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an  altesafeioo,  and  ko  beffin  to  piepare  to  say 
something.  I  have  looked  oyer  the  Budget 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  Gk)yemment 
have  oonstdered  it  advisable  to  unfurl  the  ban- 
ner of  Liberalism,  or  "  partjism  "  I  would  call 
it — to  unfurl  the  banner  of  partyism  in  the 
Budget.  Sir,  we  heard  last  night  that  there 
was  something  that  needed  to  be  said  about  the 
"  wretched  past."  Well,  Sir,  I  think  the  senior 
member  for  Dunedin  Oity  on  that  occasion 
scored  very  well.  He  at  any  rate  very  nearly 
convinced  me  that  the  "  wretched  past "  was 
quite  as  good  as  the  present,  and  I  think  it  was 
as  good  as  our  future  prospects  are.  I  listened 
very  carefully  to  what  he  ha^  to  say,  and  though 
he  went  through  it  rather  hurriedly,  it  seemed 
to  me.  Sir,  that  if  the  time-limit  had  not 
stopped  him  we  should  have  been  satisfied  that 
he  bad  proved  his  case.  The  time-limit,  after 
scoring  so  well,  to  my  mind  compelled  him  to 
go  out  with  his  bat  in  his  hand.  I  was  very 
sorry  it  was  the  case,  but  it  had  to  be  done, 
g  Q  I  do  not  know  why  we  should  be  con- 
stantly  fighting  between  this  side  of 
the  House  and  that  side  of  the  House.  We  are 
constantly  prating  about  our  Liberalism,  our 
fairness,  and  our  impartiality.  Well,  Sir,  wbat 
is  impartiality  in  this  House?  Every  speaker 
that  gets  up  to  speak,  the  very  first  effort  he 
makes  is  to  prove  that  the  other  side  are  the 
wrongdoers.  Whence  this  jealous  wrangling? 
What  object  does  this  gain  ?  Why  do  we  do  it  ? 
Is  it  because  the  people  in  the  country  do  not 
know  just  as  much  as  we  do  ?  Sir,  I  fancy  that 
we  onght,  wiih  the  responsibility  that  rests  upon 
as,  iz\  the  near  future  to  do  less  talking  on  party 
lines.  I  cannot  help  saying  a  word  or  two  on 
this  question,  because  I  feel  strongly  that  impar- 
tiality in  this  House  is  an  unknown  quantity. 
We  are  all  of  us  partial ;  we  all  seem  to  start 
with  a  desire  to  win.  I  could  not  help  noting 
the  other  night  lekst  week,  when  a  surprise  was 
sprang,  a  certain  event  that  happened  in  this 
House.  You  know  that  at  the  twelve  o'clock 
adjournment  there  was  a  surprise,  and  it  trans- 
pirad  that  a  number  of  the  Government  mem- 
bers had  gone  home  to  their  beds.  They  be- 
lieved that  partyism  for  that  night  was  safe ; 
but  they  had  to  turn  out  again  and  answer  to 
party  call  after  several  hours'  sleep,  and  do  party 
duty.  The  messenger  knocked  at  their  door— 
partyism  was  at  stake  I  but  here  is  the  trouble : 
It  was  partyism  only ;  there  was  no  principle 
involved,  it  was  simply  a  matter  of  how  we 
shall  set  about  our  business  at  half  past  two 
the  next  day— not  the  nature  of  the  busi- 
ness— not  the  consequence  that  may  follow,  or 
as  to  what  may  happen  when  the  business 
is  done :  it  was  simply  as  to  how  we  should  go 
about  it.  And  there  was  an  idea  that  crossed 
my  mind  very  forcibly.  A  very  esteemed 
gentleman,  one  of  the  members  of  this  House 
who  represents  Waimate,  had  a  Bill  on  the 
Order  Paper,  the  Elective  Executive  Bill.  That 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  only  got  out  of 
hed  on  this  occasion  to  vote  for  partyism,  but 
he  absolutely  got  out  of  bed  to  kill  his  Elective 
Executive  Bill.  In  the  beginning  of  my  parlia- 
mentary career  I  was  very  much  wedaed  to 


this  Bill ;  now  I  am  beginning  to  understand 
it.  This  is  a  very  useful  Bill :  it  catches  on, 
and  if  it  is  not  altogether  killed  one  year  it  can 
come  up  the  next;  and  so  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  well  afford  to  store  it,  and  he 
can  go  steadfastly  to  work  to  try  and  make 
it  a  measure  that  shall  be  given  effect  to 
in  this  House  when  he  is  allowed  to  vote 
not  as  party  dictates,  but  as  his  Bill  would 
tell  him  and  his  conscience  would  dictate. 
This  is  the  effect  of  partyism.  A  man  who  has 
a  Bill  he  sincerely  believes  in  and  is  desirous  of 
passing  is  thus  foiled.  Let  us  hereafter  ex- 
amine ourselves  and  devote  our  efforts  to  honest 
work.  There  are  just  a  few  items  in  the 
Budget  I  think  I  ought  to  refer  to,  and  one  of 
these  is  in  connection  with  the  appointment 
of  Resident  Magistrate  for  Masterton.  This 
Magistrate  has  been  appointed  at  £450  per 
annum,  and  I  understand  that  there  are  several 
old  servants  who  have  been  long  in  the  service, 
who  have  done  very  good  service,  and  who 
deserve  promotion,  who  are  still  only  getting 
£400.  I  do  not  know  why  a  new  appointee  is 
put  in  front  of  old  tried  and  trusted  servants 
m  this  way.  I  do  not  like  to  say  very  much 
about  the  matter  because  1  am  not  certain,  but 
I  think  there  is  something  in  it,  and  I  think 
it  ought  to  come  out.  All  the  time  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
that  Committee  has  had  before  it  on  more 
than  One  occasion  one  of  these  Stipendiary 
Magistrates.  I  believe  he  is  an  able,  efficient, 
and  conscientious  servant,  who  has  a  great 
deal  of  work  to  do,  and,  I  believe,  does  his  work 
well.  Still  he  is  only  getting  £400  a  year,  and 
he  is  not  satisfied.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the 
matter,  but  I  do  not  believe  the  Grovemment 
are  vei^  well  satisfied  with  him.  There  is 
something  wrong.  Now,  what  I  have  asked 
myself  is  this :  Has  this  gentleman  been  ap- 
pointed to  this  office  at  Masterton  and  been 
given  £50  a  year  more  than  the  other  to  offend 
the  other  gentleman  and  get  him  to  resign? 
That  is  the  question  which  has  been  running 
through  my  mind.  I  say,  if  there  are  qualified, 
faithful,  and  conscientious  servants  who  have 
been  in  the  service  for  a  very  long  time,  that  a 
new  officer  should  not  be  appointed  at  £50  a  year 
more  without  some  very  good  reason.  Those  who 
have  been  in  the  service  for  a  long  time,  and 
who  have  done  their  work  well,  are  the  officers 
who  ought  to  receive  any  advancement  that  is 
to  be  given.  That  is  what  has  been  running  in 
my  mind  on  this  subject,  and  that  is  the  only 
manner  in  which  I  am  able  to  understand  it. 
Now,  Sir,  I  have  just  one  or  two  words  to  say 
about  this  dispute— or  grievance,  rather— that 
seems  to  have  arisen  in  the  House  in  regard  to 
this  item  of  £1,750  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  to  the  Old  Country, 
Well,  now,  I  think  that  perhaps  enough  has 
been  said  about  this  matter ;  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  can  be  very  easily  solved.  There  are 
two  items  mentioned,  but  they  are  very  much 
on  a  line  with  one  another  in  that  respect. 
When  I  say,  Sir,  that  it  can  be  very  easily 
solved,  I  mean  it  can  be  solved  in  this  way: 
The  Premier  had  with  him  his  Private  Secre- 
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tuy,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  was  an 
efficient  officer.  I  am  going  to  assume  that  for 
this  amount  of  money  this  Secretary  will  have 
the  vouchers.  If  he  has  the  vouchers  there  can 
be  no  difficulty ;  and  I  believe  if  these  vouchers 
are  forthcoming  that  those  members  in  the 
House  who  sav  they  are  going  to  follow  it 
further  will  offer  no  further  objection,  and  I 
believe  the  money  will  be  paid  without  any  fur- 
ther grumbling  from  them.  Now,  why  should 
not  all  the  vouchers  be  produced  ?  If  there  is 
an  account,  and  a  liability  has  been  incurred, 
I  say  produce  the  vouchers,  and  I  for  one 
shall  not  have  any  hesitation  in  voting  for 
it.  But  we  are  in  this  position,  and  we 
cannot  help  ourselves  :  It  has  been  spread 
all  over  New  Zealand  that  our  Premier  has 
charged  something  like  £750  more  than  the 
Premiers  of  the  other  colonies.  Our  consti- 
tuents will  ask  us,  Why  did  you  blindly  vote 
such  a  sum  of  money;  why  did  you  not  ask 
how  it  was  expended?  Why  should  we  in 
New  Zealand  pay  something  like  £750  more 
than  the  Premiers  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria?  I  think  some  of  these  questions  will 
be  asked  us— in  fact,  they  have  been  asked  us 
already.  I  have  been  asked  myself.  I  have 
been  asked  by  letter  if  I  am  going  to  vote  for 
it.  I  have  not  answered  that  letter.  I  told 
the  gentleman  to  **bide  a  wee,"  and  that  very 
likely  we  should  know  more  later  on.  That  is 
all  I  have  got  to  say  about  this  £1,750 ;  I  am 
waiting  to  know  more.  If  the  information  is 
forthcoming  and  the  vouchers  are  here,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say.  I  shall  then  be  able  to 
go  back  to  my  constituents  and  say,  "  The 
vouchers  were  produced  ;  we  sent  the  Premier 
Home  ;  we  gave  him  a  free  hand  ;  and  here  is 
what  it  cost  him,  and  we  were  bound  to  vote  it." 
There  is  another  matter  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  upon,  and  that  is  in  connection  with 
the  conference  recently  held  in  this  city — the 
charitable-aid  conference.  I  see  Dr.  MacGregor 
is  sitting  in  the  Chamber.  He  attended  the  con- 
ference, and  he  knows  the  necessity  better  than 
I  do,  and,  I  believe,  better  than  any  other  man 
in  this  House  does— he  knows  the  necessity  for 
immediate  action  to  be  taken  in  connection 
with  this  business.  From  one  end  of  the 
colon V  to  the  other  there  is  constant  and  con- 
tinual complaint  about  the  administration  of 
this  money ;  and  I  am  ready  to  believe,  after 
attending  this  conference,  that  some  of  the 
money  is  not  judiciously  administered,  and  I 
am  also  ready  to  believe  that  all  the  money  is 
not  collected  from  the  patients  that  ought  to 
be  collected.  I  mean.  Sir,  that  patients 
who  are  able  to  pay  go  into  the  hospitals 
and  come  out  cured,  and  in  debt  to  the  hos- 
pitals, and  are  not  made  to  pay.  Matters  of 
this  sort  in  connection  with  this  business  needs 
immediate  attention,  and  I  should  have  been 
very  pleased  indeed  to  have  seen  even  this 
session  the  Government  bring  in  this  laige 
Local  Government  Bill  dealing  in  concrete 
form  with  this  question,  in  which  we  are  all  so 
very  deeply  involved,  and  which  we  are  so  very 
anxious  to  see  working  more  satisfactorily  than 
at  present.  The  local  bodies  and  the  Govern- 
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ment,  and  even  all  the  officers  in  oonnectioB 
with  our  charitable  institutions,  acknow- 
ledge reform  is  needed.  It  seems  to  me  at 
present  that  every  one— patients,  officen,  the 
administrators  of  the  moneys,  even  the  GoYem- 
ment — ^is  more  or  less  satisfied  that  there  is 
great  necessity  for  improvement.  I  hope  this 
will  come  about  in  the  very  near  future.  I 
will  not  weary  the  House  much  longer,  but 
there  are  just  one  or  two  things  I  wish  to 
refer  to  in  this  Budget.  One  of  the  first  i^ms 
that  caught  my  attention  was  the  item  bearing 
on  the  million  loan.  I  very  well  remember 
when  we  voted  this  loan  the  Government,  and 
I  think  others  as  well  as  them,  had  some  reason 
to  believe  that  a  large  amount  of  this  money 
would  be  subscribed,  even  at  the  rate  of  inter- 
est— 3^  per  cent. — from  what  was  then  called 
the  **  old  stockings  and  teapots."  But,  Sir,  ii 
did  not  come ;  the  old  stockings  and  teapots 
have  remained  locked  up.  The  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  says  in  connection  with  thia 
that  it  has  been  urged  that  there  were  oircum- 
stanoes  occurring  at  the  time  which  distracted 
attention,  and  if  another  opportunity  wens 
given  the  result  would  be  more  satisfactory. 
While  I  think  the  statement  is  to  some  extent 
true,  it  is  only  so  far  true  that  I  believe  the 
only  possible  chance  of  things  being  more  safcia- 
factory  now  than  they  were  then  is  in  oonse- 
quenoe  of  money  being  more  plentiful.  There 
is  less  outlet  for  it,  and  the  rates  of  interest 
are  less  now  than  they  were  at  that  time.  Bat 
I  refuse  to  believe  that  our  people  are  going  to 
put  their  money  into  this  kind  of  security  at 
3i  per  cent.  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  ^ope- 
ful  that  in  the  very  near  future  we  shall  have 
a  slight  recovery  in  this  respect.  I  am  rather 
sorry  to  see  that  the  time  has  arrived  when 
the  Government  has  considered  it  neoeasacy 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  paid  by  our 
Post' Office  Savings- Bank  to  2^  per  cent.  I 
hope  the  time  will  come  when,  at  any  rate» 
our  poor  but  thrifty  and  saving  people  will  be 
able  to  get  something  like  4  per  cent,  for  ^eir 
savings.  I  feel  a  great  interest  in  this  matter^ 
because  the  best  people  we  have  in  our  countiy 
are  those  who  have  saved  money.  All  my  ]j& 
I  have  watched  these  things,  and  when  in  con- 
versation with  a  gentleman  a  day  or  two  ago  a 
circumstance  was  related  to  me  of  one  of  the 
most  wealthv  citizens  we  have  in  Hawke's  Bay, 
who,  when  he  was  a  labouring-man  receiving 
£1 10s.  a  week,  put  every  week  of  his  life  more 
than  half  of  that  money  away,  and  that  has  been 
his  habit  from  that  day  to  this ;  and,  as  I  say, 
he  is  now  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in 
Hawke's  Bay.  As  for  myself,  I  made  two  for- 
tunes on  the  goldfields  of  Victoria  and  lost 
them  again,  iiter  that  I  came  down  to  work 
at  anything  I  could  get  to  do.  The  first  work 
I  undertook  after  I  came  from  the  diggings  I 
got£l  15s.  a  week  for,  together  with  my  bcMzd 
and  lodging,  and  I  saved  £1  10s.  a  week  of  bhat 
every  week  while  I  was  in  that  man's  service  ; 
and  I  had  not  been  in  his  service  more  than 
twelve  months  before  I  had  a  horse  and  cart  of 
my  own.  Those  are  the  thrifty  men  of  the 
country  who  I  like  to  see  encouraged,  and  when 
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I  see  them  saying  their  few  ponnds  to  bank  I 
should  like  to  see  them  gettmg,  at  any  rate, 
4  per  cent. 

An  Hon.  MsMBsm. — And  never  take  it  out  ? 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Well,  Sir,  there  comes  a 
tame  when  they  can  take  it  out  and  get  more 
than  4  per  cent.,  and  then  they  have  the  satis- 
faction, just  as  I  had,  of  being  their  own  masters. 
That  is  the  goal  every  working-man  in  this 
country  should  aim  at.  But  what  are  we 
doing  ?  We  are  actually  now,  by  our  legisla- 
tion passed  in  this  House,  hindering  a  man 
from  working,  no  matter  how  able  and  willing 
he  may  be.  We  are  saying  now,  **  Whatever 
vour  desire  to  work  may  be  you  must  take  this 
naif -holiday  a  week.  You  may  go  home  and  dig 
in  your  garden  and  grow  your  cabbages,  but  yon 
must  leave  all  public  business.**  The  honour- 
able member  for  Ohristchurch  City,  Mr.  Lewis, 
when  speaking  this  afternoon,  reminded  me 
very  forcibly  of  my  younger  days  when  he  said 
there  were  sixty-eight  of  a  union  in  Ghrist- 
■church  who  were  telling  some  five  or  six 
hundred  others  what  they  must  do  and  how 
they  were  to  do  it,  and  they  must  not  do  any- 
thing else.  Well,  that  may  be  very  well  up  to 
a  certain  point,  but  I  think  when  it  gets  to 
that  point  it  should  stop.  When  we  have 
physioally  able  and  willing  young  men  who 
wish  to  make  provision  for  their  old  age 
we  should  give  them  every  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  downright 
wrong  to  say  to  any  class  of  workers,  *<You 
shall  not  work."  It  seems  to  be  tending  to 
upset  all  the  machinery  which  is  calculated  to 
make  this  country  what  it  ought  to  be— pro- 
sperous and  successful.  I  say,  Sir,  it  is  our 
bounden  duty  to  so  shape  our  mstitutions  that 
our  thrifty  population,  at  any  rate,  shall  re- 
ceive every  encouragement  under  all  circum- 
stances, however  fluctuating  they  may  be.  I 
shall  now  leave  that  subject  and  come  to  an- 
other one.  I  am  sorry  to  see  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Railways  has  left  the  House,  and 
I  notice  it  has  become  a  habit  that  so  soon  as 
a  member  has  said  what  he  has  to  say  he  runs 
out  of  the  House,  either  to  read  his  letters,  or 
smoke  his  pipe,  or  correct  his  proofs.  How- 
ever, I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
the  railways — not  with  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways,  for  I  am  not  going  to 
get  up  our  present  Minister  against  the  late 
€k)miais8ioners,  nor  the  Commissioners  against 
the  Minister.  I  am  only  going  to  say  I  am 
very  anxious— and  it  is  my  duty  to  be  iBJixious 
— about  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  I 
consider  we  have  a  special  duty  in  connection 
with  that  matter.  The  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  I  noticed,  presented  some 
petitions  here  to-day  and  yesterday,  and  that 

Q  fto  seemed  to  me  to  point  to  something. 
•  And,  you.  Sir,  as  one  of  the  Auck- 
land members,  I  ask  you  to  watch  this. 
TFhese  petitions  are  very  largely  signed,  and 
they  advocate  a  vigorous  expenditure  on 
their  railway.  Now,  why  should  not  we 
have  a  vigorous  expenditure  also  on  ours  ?  I 
have  been  two  or  three  times  to  one  of 
the    spots   mentioned   in  this    Budget  —  the 


viaduct  on  this  North  Island  Trunk  Railwav, 
at  the  Wellington  end,  on  the  other  side 
of  Hunterville.  I  understand  that  tenders 
were  called  for  this  work,  but  I  have  never 
been  able  to  ascertain  why  they  were  not 
accepted.  That  is  one  of  the  just  complaints 
that  members  of  Parliament  have.  We  ought 
to  be  able  to  get  this  information.  We  cannot, 
of  course,  go  down  to  the  Public  Works  Office 
and  begin  to  root  in  the  pigeon-holes.  We 
have  got  to  lift  our  hats  and  be  civil  to  the 
gentleman  who  sits  there.  If  we  do  not  he 
asks  us  to  go  about  oar  business.  I  would  like 
very  much  to  know.  Sir,  whence  the  delay  in 
this  work.  I  know  it  is  a  very  large  work,  and 
I  know  from  my  own  judgment  that  it  is  going 
to  be  four  years  at  least  before  the  trains 
pass  over  that  viaduct.  It  is  said  that  the 
material  is  coming  out  from  Home — the  iron- 
work only  —  and  the  foundations  are  being 
put  in.  Well,  Sir,  these  foundations  have 
been  *'  being  put  in  **  now  for  twelve  months, 
and  the  Government  have  kept  on  at  the  same 
pace  for  the  past  four  years.  I  hope  it  may 
proceed  faster  during  the  next  four  years ;  but 
if  these  very  active,  energetic,  and  persevering 
gentlemen  from  the  South  get  all  the  money 
spent  on  their  railway  while  we  are  waiting  for 
this  viaduct  what  vnll  happen  ?  I  am  afraid 
we  shall  be  left.  Then,  I  say,  we  have  got  to 
zealously  guard  our  interests  in  connection 
with  our  railways.  Money  is  now  cheap.  We 
are  continually  being  urged  by  the  people  who 
sent  us  here  to  get  these  railways  finished. 
Now,  let  us  toe  the  mark  and  go  back  to  our 
people  and  say  we  cannot  get  these  railways 
unless  we  have  the  money.  Where  is  the 
money  to  come  from  ? 

Mr.  HOGG.— Out  of  the  Savings-Bank. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— I  advise  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  to  go  to  the  Savings- 
Bank  and  take  the  money  that  really  belongs 
to  him,  and  let  everybody  else's  alone.  The 
money  la  the  Savings-Bank  belongs  to  our  poor 
and  thrifty  people,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  help 
and  protect  them  in  every  way,  and  the 
honourable  member,  I  am  sure,  knows  it  well. 
Their  money  in  the  Savings-Bank  is  not  to 
build  railways  with.  The  monev  wanted  to 
build  railways  with,  according  to  the  statement 
we  have  just  heard  during  the  last  hour,  means 
five  or  six  millions,  and  we  have  no  right  to  go 
to  the  Savings-Bank  for  five  or  six  farthings. 
I  believe.  Sir,  that  when  the  time  comes  we 
can  borrow  money  in  the  Old  Country  at  3  per 
cent,  or  2^  per  cent.,  for  I  see  money  adver- 
tised in  Wellington  at  4}  per  cent.  Well,  if 
we  can  get  money  at  2^  per  cent.,  and  our 
railways  are  paying  a  fraction  over  S  per  cent., 
I  think  that  that  margin  is  not  too  big,  but  it 
only  means  careful,  efficient,  and  competent 
administration. 

Mr.  SED DON.— Then,  you  do  not  need  to 
borrow. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— The  reason  being.  Sir, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  borrowed 
enough.  He  has  borrowed  his  share,  but  let 
him  take  to  his  heart  the  consolation  that 
there  are  as  good  fish  in  the  sea  as  ever  were 
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caught.  If  he  refuses  to  horrow  when  the 
'oouutry  wants  to  borrow  let  him  stand  aside 
and  we  will  find  a  better  man  in  his  nlaoe.  We 
want  competent,  efficient,  and  careful  adminis- 
tration; then,  Sir,  I  have  no  fear  for  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  a  big  borrower. 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.— Well,  if  you  are  going 
to  build  three  or  four  hundred  miles  of  rail- 
way, and  you  have  not  got  the  money  for  it, 
where  is  it  to  come  from  ?  How  have  other 
countries  built  their  railways  ?  By  borrowing ; 
and,  while  our  railways  when  built  pay  inter- 
est on  the  outlay— if  they  do  that  and  open 
country  for  settlement  and  make  places  where 
our  people  can  live  and  be  happy  and  thrifty 
— what  wrong  could  be  done  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  increase  the  public 
debt  if  you  do  that. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— Well,  you  are  quite  able 
to  carry  it,  so  long  as  you  are  in  office.  I& 
would  not  hurt  you  a  bit,  and  I  believe  if  the 
public  debt  were  ten  millions  more  to-day  than 
it  is  you  would  not  lose  five  minutes*  sleep. 
There  is  another  item  that  I  want  to  refer  to, 
and  I  am  going  to  say  very  little  about  it,  be- 
cause I  understand  this  is  the  last  we  are  to 
hear  of  it.  This  is  the  item  of  £23,000  which 
has  gone  out  of  the  local  bodies'  sinking  funds. 
Well,  we  are  promised  that  this  will  be  the  last 
of  it,  and  I  would  say  let  this  be  the  end  of 
the  chapter.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  this  item  in  the  Budget :  items  that  are 
reproductive  and  that  are  not  reproductive.  I 
believe  we  could  start  a  discussion  on  this 
question  and  occupy  about  a  fortnight,  taking 
half- hour  turns  about,  and  after  we  had  dis- 
cussed this  item  in  that  fashion  we  should  not 
know  one  whit  more  about  it  than  we  do  now. 
That  is  my  impression.  This  table  in  the 
Budget  marked  *' reproductive "  and  "non- 
productive/' is  the  one  I  am  referring  to.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  spoke 
last  evening  very  intelligently,  I  thought, 
on  this  question.  But,  Sir,  when  we  go  into 
the  question  of  whether  the  lighthouses  or  any 
of  these  outside  matters  are  productive  or  non- 
productive, we  have  to  come  to  this  conclusion : 
that  it  matters  very  little  whether  they  are 
reproductive  or  not,  we  have  got  to  keep  them 
going.  They  have  got  to  be  efficient;  thev 
have  got  to  be  continuously,  carefully,  and  well 
managed  ;  and  I  look  upon  this  table  as  value- 
less. It  may  be  understood  by  the  head  of 
the  department  who  was  the  means  of  putting 
it  where  it  is ;  but  I  confess  that,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  little 
importance,  because  we  cannot  alter  the  result 
one  iota.  This  sort  of  conveniences  we  must 
'have,  and  they  must  be  kept  in  efficient  work- 
ing-order, and  we  must  pay  the  piper.  The 
Minister  for  Railways  was  twitted  since  half- 
past  seven  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  his 
railway  service  is  receiving  from  the  'bus  ser- 
vices. Well,  I  ought  to  know  something  about 
that,  and  I  do  know  something  about  it.  I 
know  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Minister  to  cope  with  this.  If  he  were  to  re- 
duce his  railway-fares  by  half  it  would  make 
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no  difference.    A  'bus  can  run  from  a  centra 
with  seven  or  eight  passengers  in  it,  and  it  pays, 
every  hour  or  half-hour.    Now,  can  a  train  do 
that  ?    Of  course  not.    The  train  will  ran  four 
or  five  times  a  day,  and  if  it  ran  of tener  it  would 
very  likely  run  at  a  greater  loss.    That  is  one 
way  of  explaining  it ;  and  another  way  of  ex- 
plaining it  is  that  one  of  these  railway-stationB 
is  very  nearly  half  a  mile  Horn  the  township, 
and  the  'bus  passes  nearly  every  one's  door,  and 
the  passengers  see  it  there  and  say,  "  I  am  not 
going  to  walk  to  the  station  and  back  again ;  I 
will  go  in  ^e  'bus  ;  before  I  can  be  at  the  station 
I  will  be  half-way  to  the  town."    I  ran  a  service 
for  years  on  the  same  lines.    A  'bus  starts  every 
ten  minutes  and  a  train  every  two  hours.    No- 
thing can  be  done.    You  cannot  run   trains 
with  seven  or  eight  passengers  without  running 
them  at  a  loss,  and  I  know  that  is  abeolotely 
the  meaning  of  it.    It  does  not  prevail  in  New 
Zealand  one  whit  more  than  it  does  in  other 
colonies.    It  is  the  same  wherever  you  go: 
people  will  avail  themselves  of  whatever  suits 
them  best.    There  is  a  question  I  would  like 
to  touch  on,  and  it  is  with  regard  to  the  De- 
partment of  Labour.    I  have  noticed  in  the 
cablegrams  this  week  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  has 
proclaimed  to  the  world,  in  connection  with  the 
engineers'  strike  at  Home,  that  unsolicited  in- 
terference must  prove  harmful.    Now,  I  think 
that  is  worth  remembering.    We  have  had,  in 
connection  with  this  Budget,  a  considerable 
amount  of  discussion  in    this    House.     The 
honourable  member  for   Dunediu    City    (Mr. 
Millar)  knows  a  great  deal  about  this  business, 
but  we  all  know  something  about  it.    We  have 
heard  the  Conciliation  Courts  have  not  been 
a  success.    Well,  I  believe  they  have  been  as 
great  a  success  as  we  could  reasonably  expect 
as  a  beginning.    The  Budget  says,  *'  Four  cases 
out  of  five  have  been  referred  to  the  Arbitration 
Court."    I  think  that  as  we  gain  experience  and 
get  older  in  the  administration  of  this  Act  it  will 
work  well.    We  have  had  a  few  men  amongst 
us  who  were  too  well  educated  to  work  hard 
with  their  hands ;  and  I  think  I  am  justified 
in  saying  they  are  not  sufficiently  careful  or 
thrifty  to  save  money  enough  to  start  them  in 
business.    Consequently  they  have  got  to  get  a 
business  that  depends  on  somebody  else.  These 
are  the  class  of  men  who  make  disturbances 
between  capital  and  labour — ^between  employers 
and  employes.    We  had  a  case  in  Aucklsuid^ 
where  a  gentleman  went  round  to  the  different 
places,  and  they  told  him,  **  We  have  no  griev. 
ance ;  we  are  getting  full  wages,  and  are  very 
well  satisfied  with  our  employer ;  we  have  no 
trouble."  He  said,  **  I  will  get  you  more  wages; 
you  have  a  grievance ;  just  wait  a  bit,  and  I 
will  show  yon    you  have  a  grievance."      He 
did  BO.    These  employers  were  brought  before 
the  Court.    But  the  employers'  names  at  the 
finish  were  withdrawn  from  the  Court  beoanse 
there  was  no  grievance  in  connection  with  thia 
establishment.    They  told  this  gentleman  him- 
self they  hftd  no  reason  to  complain,  and  he 
said,  *'  You  must  go  before  the  Court."    These 
are  the  agitators  who  are  more  or  less  hindering 
this  Act  from  working  in  the  direction  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Stcttement 


289 


intended  by  those  who  framed  it.  If  they 
would  not  interfere — ^if  they  would  wait  until 
the  employes  put  a  oase  before  them  of  a 
giiemnoe,  and  that  grievance  was  a  substantial 
one—then  there  would  be  somethins  for  the 
Goort  to  do,  and  I  believe  it  would  be  done; 
bat  when  these  grieyances  are  manufactured 
by  those  men  who  are  not  sufficiently  thrifty 
to  work  a  business  of  their  own,  that  is  the 
reeson  why  the  Act  is  not  working  satisfao- 
tonly.  Sir,  as  the  time-limit  prevents  me 
finishing  my  notes,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  refer 
10 the  old-age  pensions  and  other  matters. 

Mr.  0'MEABA.~As  a  new  member  of  this 
Honse,  I  did  not  intend  to  take  part  in  this 
financial  debate  at  all ;  but  for  the  last  three 
or  foor  days  I  have  heard  the  word  "  corrup- 
tion "  cast  across  the  floor  of  this  honourable 
Chamber  by  members  sitting  on  the  Opposition 
benches.  I  will  refer  to  this  matter  of  corrup- 
tion a  little  latter  on  in  my  speech.  First  of 
all,  I  think — ^in  fact,  I  feel  sure  I  may  congratu- 
late the  Administration  of  this  colony  on  the 
very  successful  Financial  Statement  they  have 
placed  upon  the  table  of  this  House.  The 
oiiticisms  as  far  as  they  have  gone  I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
they  are  exceedingly  weak ;  no  doubt  they  are 
homoious,  and  many  of  them  very  entertaining, 
80  much  that  my  impetuous  natture,  which  I 
have  inherited  from  my  forefathers,  almost  in- 
daced  me  to  cry  out  "  encore  "  on  several  oc- 
oaaicns :  indeed,  I  felt  inclined  to  imitate  the 
boys  in  the  gallery  and  whistle,  but,  unfortu- 
nately, owing  to  my  recent  bicycle  accident, 
my  front  teeth  are  serrated,  and  on  that  ac- 
eoont  I  was  unable  to  do  it ;  otherwise,  I  am 
aliaid  that  you,  Sir,  in  upholding  the  dignity 
of  this  House,  might  have  had  to  consign  me 
to  a  dungeon.  Some  time  ago  the  Government 
of  the  day  promised  that  they  would  endeavour 
to  place  the  Financial  Statement  on  the  table 
of  the  House  in  the  simplest  manner  pos- 
■ible.  They  proposed  to  do  that  so  that 
every  man  and  woman  in  the  country  might 
nnderstand  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
colony.  Members  on  the  Opposition  benches 
complain  that  they  do  not  understand  the 
Statement.  Well,  I  understand  the  reason  of 
that ;  if  there  were  a  deficit  instead  of  a  sur- 
plus, I  feel  convinced,  Sir,  that  the  Statement 
would  only  be  too  plain  to  them^  The  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  took  exception  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  surplus  of  the  preceding 
Year  was  shown  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
Well,  I  say,  Sir,  if  this  balance  were  shown  in 
a  profit  and  loss  account,  and  an  intricate 
■ystem  of  double-entry  were  adopted,  I  ques- 
tion very  much  if  the  members  opposite 
were  sitting  on  the  Ministerial  benches  whether 
they  would  be  able  to  unravel  the  Statement. 
On  page  2  of  the  Financial  Statement  I  see  it 
is  very  simply  put  there.  The  receipts  during 
4he  year  amount  to  £4,798,708 ;  the  expendi- 
ture, £4,659,980;  the  receipts  in  excess  of 
expenditure  £188,728 ;  that  is  the  real  surplus 
for  the  financial  year  ended  the  Slst  March 
list,  to  which  must  be  added  the  balance  from 
ttie  previous  year  of  £215,558,  making  a  total 


of  £854,286,  which,  I  think,  is  an  exceedmgly 
satisfactory  Statement  to  place  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City,  Mr.  Growther,  asked  this  House 
what  a  "  Tory  "  was.  I  would  like  to  explain 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  the  meaning  of 
the  word  *'  Tory,"  as  taken  from  "  Ghambers'9 
Bnoyclopsedia " :  **  Tory  (Irish  Toiridhe),  a 
name  first  given,  to  certain  bands  of  outlaws- 
half  robber,  half  insurgent — who  professed  the 
Roman  Oatholic  faith  and  harassed  the  Eng- 
lish in  Ireland."  That  is  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  Tory."  Sir,  I  have  heard  this  Gon- 
sols  Account  severely  condemned  by  honour- 
able  members  on  the  Opposition  benches.  I 
perfectly  agree  with  this  Gonsols  Account,  and 
1  say  that  persons  of  limited  means  would  be 
only  too  glad,  if  they  thoroughly  understood  it, 
to  take  advantage  of  this  account,  and  deposit 
their  money  with  the  Government.  I  would 
like  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  department  that  it  is  impossible  to  place 
money  to  the  credit  of  this  account  except 
under  one  condition,  and  that  is,  under  the 
name  of  an  individual.  Now,  if  a  person,  a 
trustee,  for  instance,  could  place  the  proceeds 
of  a  trust  account  in  those  Gonsols,  I  think  it 
would  give  very  much  greater  satisfaction. 
There  are  a  number  of  people  in  this  colony  who 
are  looking  for  investments  at  the  present  time 
for  trust  moneys,  and  are  unable  to  find  them, 
and,  in  consequence,  they  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  take  advantage  of  this  Gonsols  Account.  I 
also  have  to  compliment  the  Government  on  the 
amount  of  backbone  shown  bjb  them  in  not 
disclosing  the  names  of  those  who  have  con- 
tributed to  the  million  loan,  and  I  sincerely 
trust.  Sir,  that  they  will  stick  to  that.  They 
have  no  more  right  to  disclose  the  names  of 
the  contributors  to  that  fund  than  they  have  to 
disclose  the  names  of  any  depositor  in  the 
Government  Savings- Bank.  I  have  noticed  m 
the  criticisms  of  the  Opposition  during  the 
week  that  many  of  them — in  fact,  all  of  them 
—disagree  as  to  the  amount  of  the  surplus. 
Well,  if  you  were  to  take  the  difference  be- 
tween the  maximum  and  the  minimum  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen,  I  think  that 
amount  would  be  sufficient  to  ^ay  off  our 
national  debt,  to  construct  our  railways,  and 
to  carry  on  all  our  public  works  for,  say,  the 
next  three  years.  I  quite  understand  their 
inquisitiveness  about  the  surplus.  It  is  not 
the  surplus  they  are  troubling  their  heads 
about ;  it  is  the  occupancy  of  the  benohes  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  That  is  their  whole 
trouble,  and  they  do  not  care  how  much  they 
malign  any  member  of  the  Ministry  or  misre- 
present the  tables  that  have  been  presented  to 
them  so  long  as  they  gain  that  object.  A  cry 
has  sdso  been  raised — the  cry  was  raised  long 
before  honourable  members  met  in  this  Honse 
— as  to  the  Premier  holding  a  position  on  the 
syndicate  of  the  Anglo-Gontinental  Gompany. 
Well,  I  say,  Sir,  if  a  man's  livelihood  is  to  be 
taken  away  from  him  because  he  holds  a  seat 
in  the  Government,  then  the  quicker  he  gives 
up  that  seat  the  better  for  himself  andhis^ 
family.    Sir,  I,  as  an  ordinary  member,  would. 
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U  I  were  oompelled  not  to  do  buBmesB  out- 
tide  my  position  as  a  member,  resign  my 
seat  in  tnis  House ;  beoause,  sJthough  the 
honorarium  may  appear  large  to  outsiders, 
with  the  number  of  calls  that  are  made  upon 
him,  he  finds  at  the  end  of  twelve  months — at 
any  rate,  I  do ;  there  may  be  some  members 
who  may  not  feel  as  I  do — at  the  end  of  the 
year  I  feel  I  am  considerably  out  of  pocket. 
Then,  in  the  case  of  a  gentleman  holdmg  the 
poBition  of  Premier  of  the  colony,  what  must 
his  expenses  be  in  comparison  to  the  expenses 
^f  an  ordinary  member  of  Parliament  ?  I  say 
it  is  wrong  to  bring  up  a  question  of  this  sort. 
We  have  had  past  instances  —  and  some  of 
them  very  glaring— of  Premiers,  not  alone  in 
this  colony  but  in  the  Australian  Oolonies — 
we  have  had  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  Mr. 
John  Ballance,  and  Sir  Henry  Parkes,  I  sup- 
pose three  of  the  most  intelligent  and  capable 
men  that  the  oolonies  have  ever  possessed 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — And  James  Macandrew. 

Mr.  O'MEABA.— Yes,  I  forgot  his  name. 
How  did  those  men  die  ?  Did  they  die  wealthy 
individuals.  Did  their  honorarium,  or  their 
salary,  as  you  may  call  it,  enrich  them  ?  No. 
I  do  not  like  to  say  the  word,  but  they  died 
very  poor  indeed.  If  these  men  had  de- 
voted their  intelligence  to  another  occupation 
or  line  of  life,  instead  of  dying  poor,  as  they 
did,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  died  very 
wealthy  men ;  in  fact,  I  have  it  on  very  good 
authority  that  if  the  Premier  to-morrow  were 
to  resign  his  position  in  this  House  he  could 
get  a  very  large  salary  indeed  from  an  outside 
-company.  But  still  I  think  it  would  be  doing 
the  country  and  the  people  of  the  colony  a  very 
great  injustice  if  he  were  to  accept  such  a 
position  and  give  up  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. I  have  also  heard  from  members  on  the 
opposite  benches  that  Native  lands  should  be 
acquired.  There  is  any  amount  of  Native  land 
in  our  district,  they  say,  and  why  not  acquire 
it  ?  We  hearid  the  other  day  the  Maori  mem- 
ber on  this  side  of  the  House  say,  **  We  have 
lost  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  and  there 
now  remains  only  five  millions.  Do  not  inter- 
fere with  it.  Leave  it  with  us  for  the  re- 
mainder of  our  lives  to  live  upon."  Those 
were  not  his  words,  but  that  was  the  meaning 
of  what  he  said.  I  say  that  we  should  not 
interfere  with  it.  I  am  against  any  inter- 
ference with  it  at  all.  I  would  not  allow  the 
Government  to  purchase  an  acre,  and  I  would 
take  up  the  same  position  as  regards  private 
individuals  acting  through  agents.  I  would 
prefer  to  see  all  Native  lands  vested  in  a 
trustee,  the  whole  matter  to  be  administered 
by  the  trustee,  and  also  a  sufficient  area  of 
land  allocated  to  every  individual  Maori; 
«nd  by  that  means  the' Natives,  in  perhaps 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years  hence,  would 
not  be  landless  and  a  charge  on  our  chari- 
table rate.  Some  honourable  members  of  this 
House  think  it  is  perfectly  fair  and  just  that 
the  Native  lands  should  bie  taken ;  but  I  ask, 
How  are  they  taken  ?  Frequently  at  very  small 
oost.  I  look  on  such  transactions  as  robbery 
of  the  very  worst  kind.  If  these  gentlemen  are 
Mr.  O'MMra 


so  interested  in  the  settlement  of  the  oouniiy, 
why  not  come  forward  and  say,  '*  Gompenaate 
us  for  our  huge  estates,  and  we  will  hand  them 
over  to  the  Lands  Department  for  administna- 
tion."  Interference  with  Maori  land  is  in  itself 
the  basest  of  political  corruption.  The  Ijaad 
Act  has  also  been  mentioned  and  condemned 
by  our  opponents.  I  look  on  this  Act  as  ex- 
ceedingly valuable,  for  this  reason :  that  hard- 
working and  industrious  settlers  are  enabled 
under  its  clauses  to  take  up  land  and  make 
suitable  homes  for  themselves,  their  wives,  and 
their  fsmilies.  In  my  district  we  have  such  a 
settlement,  and  many  of  the  men  went  on  the 
land  with  little  capital,  but  owing  to  their  own 
energy  they  have  established  good  and  com* 
fortable  homes,  and  have  become  profitable 
settlers  to  the  colony.  There  is  one  thing  I 
should  like  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  and  that  is  the  question  of  putting  poor 
men — men  possessed  of  a  capital  of  £100  or 
£200— on  the  poor,  broken  lands  of  the  colony. 
I  think  this  is  unfortunate— to  the  man  and  to 
the  Lands  Department.  It  does  not  matter 
how  industrious  and  how  hard-working  and 
how  abstemious  a  man  may  be,  and  how  atten- 
tive he  may  be  to  his  work,  his  labours  mnst 
ffldl ;  and  I  would  say  to  the  Minister  that  in 
Hawke's  Bay  we  have  many  beautiful  estates. 
Let  him  acquire  an  estate  of  that  sort,  where 
immense  capital  is  not  necessary,  and  settle 
the  people  of  the  colony  on  land  of  that  kind, 
and  do  not  send  them  into  the  backwoods 
where  the  land  is  forest -clad  and  broken. 
On  such  valuable  land  as  I  have  referred 
to  a  man  who  acquired,  say,  two  hundred 
acres  of  pastoral  land  could  easily  get  a 
living  from  his  property.  Now,  we  have  had 
passages  of  scripture  in  this  House  to  sub- 
stantiate contentions  raised,  and,  although  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  doing  such  a  thing,  I 
would  like  to  take  the  same  course,  if  the 
House  will  only  allow  me.  1  will  quote  from 
Leviticus,  chapter  xxv.,  verse  18 :  **  In  the  year 
of  this  jubilee  ye  shall  return  every  man  unto 
his  possession."  The  Minister  of  Lands,  act- 
ing in  accordance  with  this  precept,  should 
acquire  some  of  the  estates  in  Hawke's  Bay 
during  the  current  year.  I  think  this  oer- 
tainlv  would  be  the  year  to  acquire  some  ol 
the  large  Hawke's  Bay  estates.  Then,  the 
23rd  verse  says,  **  Tha  land  shall  not  be  sold 
for  ever,  for  the  land  is  Mine,  for  ye  aio 
strangers  and  sojourners  with  Me.'*  Than 
it  goes  on  to  say,  "  It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to 
go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich 
man  to  enter  into  the  Eongdom  of  Qod."  I 
say.  Sir,  it  is  a  pity  that  that  does  not  apply  to 
the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand,  beoause  in 
Hawke's  Bay,  at  all  events,  it  is  only  the  rich 
man  who  can  come  into  the  Parliament  of  this 
colony.  I  would  also  say  that  those  who  are 
residing  on  pastoral  lands  should,  after  a  resi- 
dence of  ten  years,  be  enabled  to  convert  thei% 
leasehold  property  into  a  freehold.  Bo  long  as 
we  have  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  on  our 
statute-book  I  feel  sure  the  acquisition  of  hugs 
estates— the  buying-up  of  small  properties — 
will  never  occur  again.    I  feel  that  it  is  almost 
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too  lata  fox  any  If  inistor  of  the  Grown  to  adopt 
the  land-nationalisation  principles.  I  would 
also  like,  before  the  land  is  settled  upon,  that 
the  Minister  would  see  that  the  land  is  properly 
roaded,  and  I  wonld  go  farther  and  say  that 
impvovamente  on  any  land  should  be  aooepted 
in  ueu  of  the  residential  qualifloation,  for  this 
reason :  that  a  business-man  in  a  small  town 
ifl  unable  under  the  present  legislation  to  oom- 
ply  with  it — ^that  is,  if  he  bas  a  leasehold,  for  If 
be  were,  he  would  haTe  to  leave  his  business. 
Whan  he  applies  to  the  Land  Board  he  desires 
to  get  a  piece  of  land  for  himself  and  his  family 
in  his  old  age.  With  respect  to  the  local 
bodies'  loans,  I  would  like  to  see  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  take  that  matter  up  and  go  in 
for  consolidation,  and  extend  the  term  to,  say, 
fifty  years,  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  the 
interest  which  the  local  bodies  dow  pay 
on  their  loans.  When  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riooarton  was  speaking  at  Kaiapoi 
eome  time  ago  —  I  think  it  was  at  a  ban- 
quet to  the  honourable  member  for  the  dis- 
trict, Mr.  Moore — he  referred  to  m^  own 
election,  and  explained  matters  in  his  own 
bland  and  child-like  way,  but  he  did  not  go  far 
enough.  If  he  had  gone  further,  I  think  his 
hearers  wonld  have  been  disappointed  with  his 
utterances.  The  words  he  quoted  on  that 
occasion  were,  **I  accept  0*Meara";  and  I 
should  like  to  explain  how  those  words  were 
made  use  of  by  the  Premier.  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  I  was  the  Premier's 
nominee,  and  that  all  the  Premier  had  to  do 
wae  to  go  to  my  district  and  say,  "  He  is  my 
nominee,  you  must  have  him."  Well,  Sir,  I 
may  say  that  I  nave  the  highest  personal 
respect  for  the  Hon.  Mr.  BoUeston,  but  I 
am  afraid,  if  he  makes  statements  of  tiiis 
eort  after  my  explanation  has  appeared  in 
Samard,  he  will  loee  the  high  prestige  which 
he  has  attained  at  the  present  time.  For  this 
reason.  Sir:  If  a  man  holding  that  high 
and  honourable  position  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bolleston  does  in  this  House  misrepresents 
small  matters,  I  would  not  say  to  his  own 
oonstituenoy  but  to  any  other  constituency, 
what  can  they  expect  from  such  a  gentleman 
in  grave  matters  of  State  ?  I,  Sir,  would  have 
taken  the  opportunity  when  I  read  in  the  news- 
pa^ni  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
said  at  Kaiapoi  to  have  corrected  his  statement ; 
hut  I  think  other  honourable  gentlemen  in  this 
House,  as  well  as  the  honourable  gentlemen  on 
the  0)ppo8ition  benches,  will  agree  with  me 
when  I  say  that  nine-tenths  of  the  journals  in 
the  oolony  are  of  the  Oonservative  persuasion, 
■and  if  I  sent  to  them  a  letter  endeavouring  to 
explain  the  matter  I  am  afraid  the  apology 
would  be  worse  than  the  insult.  There  is  only 
one  means  left  to  us,  and  that  is  the  public 
platforms  of  the  colony,  and  I  hope  during  the 
ceoeni  the  Premier  or  some  of  his  ministers  will 

fD  through  the  oolony  from  the  North  Gape  to 
tewart  Idand,  and  explain  to  the  people  of  the 
colony  their  measures  and  their  policy,  and  I 
feel  sure  if  they  did  that,  instead  of  having 
three  years'  reign  of  office  they  would  have 
another  nine  years  if  they  want  it.      Well, 


matters  have  come  to  my  knowledge  within 
the  last  few  days  that  really  if  they  had 
occurred  to  the  leader  whom  I  follow,  I  should 
blush,  and  hang  down  my  head  in  shame  for 
being  connected  with  such  a  man.  I  will 
state  exactly  what  I  mean,  a  little  later 
on.  I  should  like  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to  pay  a  little  attention  to  what  I  have 
to  say,  because  from  iooidents  which  have 
occurred  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  was  conversant  with 
everything  that  took  place  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion at  Pahiatua.  I  have  no  wish.  Sir,  I  have 
no  desire,  by  innuendo  or  by  any  other  way,  to 
oast  a  reflection  on  tl^  honourable  gentleman, 
and  I  hope  he  will  accept  my  statement,  and 
if  he  gives  me  his  word  of  denial  I  shall  ac- 
cept it  and  feel  very  pleased  indeed.  With 
respect  to  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Rolleston 
at  Kaiapoi,  I  should  like  to  hansardise  the  state- 
ment I  have  in  my  hand.  This  is  a  circular 
which  appeared  previous  to  the  election,  and 
I  think  when  I  read  it  it  will  be  sufficiently 
explicit  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  under* 
stand: — 

"  We  therefore  think  that  a  little  plain  un- 
varnished truth  will  do  good  at  the  present 
juncture,  now  that  the  eleofcion  is  so  near ;  and 
we  hope  that  a  statement  of  the  truth  will  tend 
to  consolidate  the  Liberal  vote,  and  prevent  the 
return  of  a  Oonservative  candidate,  who  might 
creep  in  if  the  Liberal  vote  is  split  up.  A  lot 
has  oeen  heard  at  one  time  and  another  about 
the  Liberal  selection  convention.  This  con- 
vention was  formed  on  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Job  Vile  (Mr.  MoGardle's  staunohest  sup- 
porter), his  original  resolution  being  that  six 
aelegates  should  be  appointed  for  Pahiatua, 
four  for  Mangatainoka,  six  for  WoodviUe,  two 
for  Kumeroa,  and  two  for  Ballanoe — these  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  selection  convention  fot 
the  whole  electorate.  The  secretary  appointed 
to  this  body  was  to  write  to  outeide  centres 
asking  the  Liberals  to  elect  committees  and 
appoint  delegates,  these  delegates  to  represent 
according  to  the  amount  of  population.  This 
resolution  was  duly  carried,  and  eventually  the 
first  twenty  delegates  were  appointed.  A  meet- 
ing of  these  twenty  was  called  to  see  what 
further  steps  should  be  taken,  and  it  then 
turned  out  that  the  secretary  had  not  taken 
any  steps  to  get  delecates  appointed  to  repre- 
sent other  parts  of  the  electorate.  A  resolu* 
tion  was  therefore  passed — and  it  would  not 
have  passed  had  many  of  the  delegates  under- 
stood its  full  significance  at  the  time — ^that 
the  secretary  should  oommunicate  with  various 
named  places  asking  the  Liberals  in  each  to 
send  two  delegates  to  a  convention  to  be  held 
in  Woodville.  Now,  we  will  point  out  what 
this  meant.  There  are  4,000  electors  on  the 
roll,  and  the  first  twentv  delegates  represented 
about  2,500  of  these ;  xorty-four  more  were  to 
be  appointed  to  represent  the  remaining  1,500. 
Why  was  this  done  ?  We  think  that  the  true 
reason  will  appear  when  we  point  out  that 
McGardle  and  his  supporters  quickly  found  out 
that  he  would  not  get  a  majority  of  votes  from 
the  main  centres,  and  by  having  innumer- 
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ftble  delegates  from  outside  there  was  a  better 
chance  for  himself. 

**  The  convention  met ;  bat  before  this  Mr. 
MoOardle  went  to  Wellington  and  had  an 
interview  with  the  Premier,  who,  after  some 
hesitation,  and  at  Mr.  MoCardle's  solicitation, 
agreed  to  give  the  moral  support  of  the  Qo- 
vemment  to  the  candidate  selected  by  the  con- 
vention. MoGardle  also  assured  the  Premier 
that  he  was  certain  of  being  the  selected  one, 
and  we  would  like  you  to  ask  yourselves  why 
he  was  so  sure,  and  what  steps  had  been  and 
were  being  taken  to  make  the  matter.  If  pos- 
sible, a  foregone  certainty.  However,  the  con- 
vention met,  and  the  d^egates  present  voted 
according  to  the  general  voice  of  the  electors 
they  were  sent  to  represent,  these  electors 
having  previously  weighed  the  qualifications 
of  the  different  candidates. 

**  Both  Mr.  MoOardle  and  his  supporters  (the 
parents  of  it)  were  quite  satisfied  to  abide  by 
the  results  of  this  convention,  and  the  dele- 
gates assembled  pledged  themselves  by  resolu- 
tion to  actively  support  the  candidate  selected, 
no  matter  who  he  might  be.  O'Meara  was 
selected  by  a  large  majority  over  all  the  other 
candidates,  and,  according  to  the  promise  made 
by  the  Premier  to  McOardle,  received  the 
moral  support  of  the  Government.  What 
happened  with  the  other  candidates?  Mr. 
Dawson,  like  the  straightforward,  honourable 
gentleman  he  is,  retired,  and  is  supporting  the 
selected  man.  Captain  Isherwood  followed 
the  same  honourable  example.  Mr.  Taylor 
represents  himself  as  an  independent  Liberal ; 
we  need  not  comment  further  on  him. 

**  But  within  eighteen  hours  of  the  meeting 
of  the  convention  McOardle's  warmest  sup- 
porter, who  had  been  a  delegate,  wired  to  him 
telling  him  not  to  retire  or  he  would  come 
forward  himself.  He  also,  at  one  of  MoCardle's 
meetings,  produced  two  requisitions  purporting 
to  be  signed  by  some  two  hundred  to  two 
hundred  and  fiftv  electors.  We,  however, 
challenge  the  holder  of  these  requisitions  to 
produce  them  in  their  original  state,  and  let 
them  be  compared  with  the  electoral  roll,  as 
we  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  signa- 
tures of  children  and  people  who  belong  to 
other  electorates  were  taken. 

**  McCardle  now  stumps  the  country  inveigh- 
ing against  the  convention  that  he,  praotiocJly 
speaking,  fathered,  calling  it  polluted,  and  the 
delegates  corrupt ;  and,  not  content  with  that, 
he  talks  about  the  autocracy  of  the  Premier  in 
daring  to  force  any  particular  candidate  down 
the  throats  of  the  electors  after  touting  for  the 
Gk>vemment  support  for  himself. 

"We  remina  electors  that  O'Meara  was 
chosen  by  delegates  met  together  in  the  in- 
terests of  all  the  Liberals  in  the  electorate,  and 
for  the  very  purpose  that  both  Taylor  and 
McCardle  are  trying  to  defeat— namely,  of 
preventing  a  split  in  the  Liberal  vote." 

Now,  Sir,  after  this  convention  had  oon- 
cluded  their  business  they  telegraphed  to  the 
Premier,  announcing  to  him  who  the  candidate 
was  that  had  been  selected  by  the  convention. 
When  the  Premier  received  this  telegram — I 
Mr.  O^Meara     » 


hope  the  honourable  gentleman  is  paying  atten- 
tion  

Captain  RUSSELL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  O'MEABA.— When,  I  say,  the  Premifir 
received  this  telegram  he  immediately  replied 
to  the  secretary  of  the  convention,  *'  I  aooepfe 
O'Meara,"  in  the  briefest  possible  way.  I  womd 
appeal  to  the  honourable  leader  of  tibe  Opposi- 
tion ;  they  had  a  convention  there  also,  and  thmj 
disagreed  as  to  who  should  represent  the  Con- 
servative party  in  that  electorate.  The  honooi- 
able  gentleman,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
the  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  was  appealed  to 
on  that  occasion  to  nominate  or  select  a  candi- 
date to  run  in  the  interest  of  the  Conservafeive 
party.  He  telegraphed  to  or  oommunioatod 
with  the  other  candidates— one  of  them,  at  all 
events — asking  him  to  retire  and  throw  hie 
moral  support  into  the  balance,  which  he  did. 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  honourable  leader 
of  the  Opposition  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  hie 
party  contributed  more  than  £50  towards  the 
expenses  of  a  professedly  Liberal  candidate  to 
contest  the  seat. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — Who  was  he  ? 

Mr.  O'MEARA— Mr.  McCardle.  They  tJao 
paid  the  expenses  of  the  Conservative  candyi* 
date.  Why  did  they  subsidise  both?  That 
seems  a  most  peculiar  thing  to  outsiders ;  bat» 
Sir,  I  can  explain  it  so  that  it  loses  its  peou- 
liaritv.  Mr.  McCardle  was  running  as  a  pro- 
fessed Liberal  according  to  the  statement  he 
made  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier.  Another 
gentleman  ran  in  the  Conservative  intereet. 
There  were  two  Conservatives.  One  was  a  pro* 
nounced  denominationalist.  We  know  the  reason 
why  he  ran,  and  we  also  kne4  the  reason  why  Mr. 
McCardle  ran.  Mr.  McCardle  ran  to  split  the 
Liberal  vote,  and  the  other  candidate  ran  in 
order  to  take  the  denominational  vote,  which 
he  thought  I  would  get.  Both  of  these  candi- 
dates Vere.  paid  by  the  Opposition.  1  have  no 
wish  to  shelter  myself  behmd  the  privilegee  of 
the  House.  If  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
will  ask  me  to-morrow  I  will  give  him  the  name 
of  the  man  who  gave  me  the  information.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  respected  men  in  the  Pahisk- 
tua  district.  I  say  if  this  is  honourable,  then  I 
have  no  wish  to  ever  claim  to  be  an  honoorafalo 
man.  I  remember  the  honourable  member  lor 
Napier,  when  he  was  speaking  the  other  ni^t, 
stated  that,  as  far  as  the  National  Association 
was  concerned,  those  who  were  oonneoted  with  it 
eould  do  just  as  they  liked  with  their  own  money. 
I  say  they  cannot.  On  occasions  of  this  sort  I  feel 
sure  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  honoar- 
able  nature  would  never  allow  him  to  contribute 
one  shilling  to  such  a  purpose,  because  I  main* 
tain  if  he  did  it  would  bring  lasting  disgrace 
and  shame  upon  the  name  which  he  has  the 
honour  to  bear.  I  admit  there  are  some  followers 
of  honourable  members  on  the  other  side  who 
have  become  so  callous  and  impervious  to  Ihe 
remarks  which  may  be  made  about  them  that 
they  care  little  or  nothing  about  public  opinion. 
Immediately  after  the  election  was  over  they 
had  a  tangi  at  Woodville,  and  at  that  tangi 
were  the  honourable  member  for  Napier  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei.    It  is 
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just  as  well  to  let  the  Hoobo  know  what  these 
Aononiable  gentlemen  said  at  that  time.  I  will 
pat  the  position  as  stated  by  them  as  sacciDotly 
fti  I  possibly  can.  Mr.  Manist^  came  forward  as 
a  oaodidate  in  the  Oonsexyative  interest.  He 
said  he  was  prepared  to  pay  his  own  expenses. 
The  chairman  of  that  meeting  stated  pablioly 
that  before  Mr.  Manisty  would  come  oat  the 
eommittee  at  Woodvllle  agreed  to  pay  one-half 
of  his  expenses.  They  that  night  presented 
him  with  a  parse  of  sovereigns.  Unfortunately 
for  myself  I  do  not  possess  much  wealth,  but  I 
would  not  go  to  any  one  in  the  electorate  and 
ask  him  or  them  to  contribute  one  penny 
towards  my  expenses.  In  that  campaign  I  did 
not  communicate  with  the  Premier  or  his 
ooUeagues,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  until 
the  selection  was  made  known.  Mr.  McLean, 
speaking  on  that  occasion,  said, — 

"He  was  there  to  testify  to  Mr.  Manisty's 
serrices  in  contesting  this  seat  at  the  late  elec- 
tion, and  to  the  plucky  way  in  which  he  had 
done  it.  If  defeated  he  was  not  disgraced. 
The  disgrace  was  on  the  other  side,  for  this 
election  had  never  been  equalled  for  the  unfair- 
ness and  the  onderhandedness  which  bad  been 
shown  by  the  Government  party.  The  party 
owed  its  success  in  Hawke's  Bay  to  its  good 
<»ganization,  and  that  organization  was  due  to 
the  National  Association." 

He  might  have  added,  **  to  the  National  As- 
sociation, and  to  the  wealth  which  backs  it 
up."  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  party  will  conduct  their  campaign 
in  as  honourable  and  straightforward  a  manner 
as  members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  if 
they  do  that  there  will  be  no  reason  to  reiterate 
the  cry  which  was  raised  to-night  about  cor- 
ruption. I  think  I  have  proved  conclusively 
that  in  the  election  in  my  district  there  was  a 
great  amount  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  my 
opponents.  I  remember  in  1891,  when  the 
Gkivemment  acquired  the  Cheviot  Estate,  pre- 
dictions of  failure  were  made.  It  was  predicted 
that  the  estate  would  never  be  settled,  and  that 
it  would  land  the  Government  in  a  huge  loss. 
Has  it  been  so  ?  I  have  not  time  to  refer  to 
the  Cheviot  Estate  Account,  but  I  would  ask 
honourable  members  to  turn  up  that  account 
and  see  it  for  themselves.  It  has  resulted  in  a 
very  good  profit  to  the  State.  Predictions  were 
also  made  by  many  of  the  Opposition,  as  well 
■s  by  some  of  the  leading  journals,  that  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government  would  be 
found  unworkable — that  it  would  be  wild  and, 
mdeed,  idiotic ;  and  it  was  said  that  the  Land- 
and  Income-tax  Act  would  land  the  Govern- 
ment in  financial  failure.  It  was  also  stated 
that  the  Government  would  have  to  ask  mem- 
bers of  the  other  side  of  the  House  to  come 
forward  and.  put  their  finance  in  a  proper 
state.  The  Opposition  have  waited  now  for 
six  years,  and  I  am  afraid  they  will  have  to 
wait  another  six  years,  and  then  their  services 
will  not  be  called  into  requiBition  by  Ministers. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  increase  of 
the  national  debt.  I  remember  a  short  time 
ago  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was 
speaking  at  Dannevirke   he    stated  that  our 


national  debt  had  increased  by  so  many 
millions.  He  did  not  give  particulars  of  that 
increase.  If  he  had  stated  that  the  debt  had 
been  increased  by  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act, 
loans  to  local  bodies,  guarantee  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand,  and  by  the  purchase  of  private 
estates  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  1  am 
afraid  the  honourable  gentleman,  the  next  time 
he  went  to  Dannevirke,  would  not  be  listened 
to  so  attentively  as  he  has  been  in  the  past. 
. .  Q  I  would  now.  Sir,  like  to  read  from  a 
*  newspaper  published  in  Woodville  a 
speech,  also  made  on  the  occasion  of  this  tangi, 
by  the  honourable  member  f or  Bangitikei.  Mr. 
Lethbridge  said  on  that  occasion  that  he  had 

come  to  congratulate 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  like  to  interrupt 
the  honourable  member,  who  is  practically  a 
new  member,  but  I  do  not  see  how  this  bears  on 
the  financial  debate. 

Mr.  O'MEARA.— Very  well.  Sir,  I  think  I 
have  said  sufficient  to  convince  honourable 
members,  both  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  on  this  side,  that  my  election  was  fairly 
contested,  and  was  won  in  an  honourable  and 
fair  manner.  But  I  feel.  Sir,  that  if  hooour- 
able  members  generally,  more  especially  those 
on  the  other  side  of  this  Chamber,  recognise 
their  conduct  as  honourable,  then  I  say.  Sir, 
without  the  slightest  hesitation,  that  it  is  the 
basest  corruption  that  has  ever  come  under 
my  notice,  and  if  such  things  are  allowed  to 
pass  vdthout  being  brought  forward  and  ex- 
plained to  the  public  it  will  simply  sap  the 
basis  of  our  constitution.  Sir,  some  of  the 
honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  have  called  the  Financial  Statement 
a  foreign  one.  Well,  my  opinion  is  that  it  is 
foreign  to  a  great  many  of  them,  because  for 
many  years  previous  to  the  Liberal  administra- 
tion coming  into  office  a  surplus  at  the  end  of 
the  financial  year  was  as  great  a  surprise  as  a 
huge  legacy  would  be  if  it  had  been  left  to 
them  by  their  grandfathers.  I  have  also  to 
congratulate  the  Minister  for  Railways  on  the 
success  which  has  attended  his  administration 
during  the  last  twelve  months.  I  think  the 
honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition  contended 
in  his  address  against  the  State  control  of  the 
railways,  and  said  that  he  would  prefer  that  an 
expert  should  have  control  of  them.  I  think, 
Sir,  that  he  specially  referred  to  the  gentle- 
men who  were  formerly  appointed  Eiailway 
Commissioners  by  the  Atkinson  Government. 
Well,  I  think  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  refer 
to  the  other  colonies  with  respect  to  the  work 
done  by  experts.  If  we  refer  to  Victoria  we 
find  that  the  railways,  even  at  the  present 
time,  notwithstanding  the  very  valuable  ex- 
pert which  they  brought  from  England,  are 
in  a  thorough  state  of  disorganization,  and  it 
would  take  years  and  years  to  bring  them  back 
into  a  proper  state  and  into  a  paying  condition. 
With  regard  to  New  South  Wales,  no  doubt 
their  case  is  exceptional.  Sir,  I  believe,  and 
honourable  gentlemen  will  agree  with  me,  that 
the  late  Mr.  Eddy  was  undoubtedly  a  born  rail- 
way expert,  and  it  would  be  a  very  difficult 
matter,  and  it  is  very  questionable  if  you  could 
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get  his  like  again.  So  far  as  the  CommlsdonexB 
are  conoemeid,  I  know  in  my  electorate  the 
memory  of  the  GommiasioneTs  is  held  in  execra- 
tion. They  did  to  that  portion  of  the  colony 
a  very  grave  injustice,  and  I  could  never 
understand  why  the  people — more  especially  in 
the  Woodville  district— were  afflicted  with  that 
injustice.  At  {present  there  is  a  General  Mana- 
ger and  an  Assistant  Manager,  and  they,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Minister,  are,  I  think, 
managing  the  railways  in  an  extremely  satis- 
factory manner,  and  if  the  remuneration  they 
are  receiving  is  compared  with  that  paid  to 
experts  in  the  other  colonies  we  have  an  ex- 
tremely cheap  and  satisfactory  service.  All  I 
have  to  say  is  that  my  district  was  very  much 
gratified  when  they  received  intimation  that 
the  services  of  the  Commissioners  were  to  he 
dispensed  with.  Sir,  I  am  also  in  favour  of 
conserving  the  forests  of  the  colony.  Unfortu- 
nately, in  my  own  district  it  makes  one  sorry 
to  see  the  way  the  beautiful  timber  is  de- 
,stroyed  by  fire,  and  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment could  easily  save  the  timber,  more 
especially  in  the  back  blocks,  by  assisting 
the  settlers  to  procure  small  saw-mill  plants, 
and  when  they  bad  cut  and  stored  the  timber 
an  engineer  could  visit  them  and  pay  a  price 
for  it.  That  is  the  only  way  to  preserve  the 
timber  on  the  back  blocks.  I  should  also  like 
to  see  the  Government  push  forward  the  old- 
age  pensions  scheme  so  as  to  apply  to  those  at 
present  in  affluent  circumstances  as  well  as 
m  indigent,  and  I  certainly  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  press  the  measure  forward.  If  they 
do  not  do  so  there  will  be  hundreds  of  dis- 
appointed old  men  and  women  in  the  colony, 
and,  as  a  colonial,  I  should  be  very  grieved  to 
see  those  old  people  disappointed.  I  remember, 
when  the  banks  in  Victoria  and  all  over  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  collapsed,  a  scene  depicted  in  a 
Melbourne  paper  which  would  harrow  the  feel- 
ings of  any  man.  Two  old  people  stood  on  the 
rail  of  a  bridge ;  their  intention  was  suicide : 
the  whole  of  their  savings  had  been  in  one  of 
the  banks,  with  the  result  that  when  the  crash 
came  they  lost  all  they  had  in  the  world ;  they 
were  too  proud  to  beg  and  too  honest  to  steal, 
and  the  result  was  they  determined  to  com- 
^mit  suicide,  and,  clasped  in  each  other's 
arms,  they  cast  themselves  into  the  river. 
How  many  families  are  on  the  verge  of  such 
ruin  in  this  colony  by  the  collapse  of  our  own 
institutions.  I  know  some  families  in  Otago 
who  have  suffered  considerably  through  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  remember  the  time, 
not  many  years  ago,  when  an  investment  in 
that  institution  was  looked  upon  almost  as 
good  as  State  security,  and  those  who 
wished  to  provide  for  their  old  age  or  their 
families  invested  all  their  savings  in  it. 
And  what  does  it  mean  to  them  now  ?  Utter 
ruin  and  probably  want  in  their  old  age.  The 
question  has  been  raised  by  the  Jionourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir^R.  Stout), 
who  said  he  would  prefer  that  our  old  people 
should  contribute  a  premium  of,  say,  6d. 
per  week  to  provide  an  annuity  for  them  in 
their  old  age.  Well,  Sir,  I  think  the  poorer 
Mr.  O'Meara 


classes  of  the  oolony  contribute  ver^  largely  to 
the  revenue  of  the  oolony,  and  their  oontriba- 
tion  should  be  the  premium,  and  I  sinoerdy 
trust  that  the  Administration  will  look  at  it  in 
that  light,  and  push  this  matter  forward.  I 
also  trust  that  they  will  further  the  making  d 
roads  and  bridges  in  the  ba«k  portions  oi  the 
North  Island.  In  my  electorate  there  is  aa 
abundance  of  work  to  be  done — in  faot,  I 
think  we  could  very  easily  do  with  a  vote 
at  the  present  time  of  about  £100,000  to 
complete  roads  and  build  bridges  in  the  back- 
settlements.  Well,  Sir,  I  trust  the  exposition 
I  have  made  of  corrupt  practices  to-night  will 
be  the  means  of  inducing,  I  do  not  say  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side,  but  their  foUowers 
outside  this  honourable  House,  to  behave 
honourably  to  us  on  this  side  in  their  dealings, 
and  I  am  sure  if  they  do  that  we  will  en- 
deavour to  return  the  compliment.  Unfortu- 
nately, we  cannot  compete  with  them ;  we  have 
not  the  wealth  to  do  it.  If  we  had,  I  think  we 
would  be  more  honourable,  and  would  not  deal 
as  those  who  are  the  possessors  of  wealth 
outside  this  House  have  dealt  with  as  who 
have  the  ambition  to  come  into  this  honourable 
House. 

Captain  RUSSELL.^May  I  be  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  explanation  in  reply  to  a 
question  put  to  me  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  regard  to  the  National  Association  of 
Hawke's  Bay  subsidising  some  political  ally  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  to  stand  during 
the  last  election?  The  first  time  I  heard  of 
this  was  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
alluded  to  it  in  his  speech  this  evening.  I  am 
ooAvinced  that  the  National  Association  of 
Hawke's  Bay  never  supplied  any  such  gentle- 
man with  funds.  1  never  heard  of  it,  and  I 
believe  I  must  have  known  of  the  incident  had 
it  occurred. 

Mr.  O'MEARA.— Well,  Sir,  if  the  National 
Association  did  not  supply  the  funds,  two  of 
the  leading  Conservatives  —  gentlemen  who 
were  undoubtedly  emissaries  of  the  association 
— contributed  more  than  £50  towards  the  ex- 
penses of  the  so-called  Liberal  candidate. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  know  how  far 
this  IS  to  go  on,  Sir,  but  I  can  only  repeat  the 
assertion  that  if  money  had  been  found  by  the 
National  Association  I  should  have  known  of 
it.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  it  was  so 
done,  bat  now  he  changes  his  front.  If  it  had 
been  done  I  should  have  known  of  is. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— He  told  you  he  would 
give  you  the  name  privately. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— <2uite  so ;  bat  then,  m 
his  original  statement  he  said  the  National 
Association  had  done  it ;  and  it  could  not  have 
been  done  without  my  knowing  it. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE.— Sir,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pahiatua,  who  has  just  sat  down,  has 
spoken  on  many  matters  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  Financial  Statement.  He  has  told  us 
a  great  deal  about  corruption,  and  from  what 
he  has  said  I  think  they  must  be  a  very  bad  lot 
in  his  constituency.  He  told  us  at  the  com- 
mencement that  the  Fhianoial  Statement  was 
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80  simple  that  every  man,  womaD»  and  child  in 
(his  ooantzy  oould  understand  it. 

Mr.  R.  Mckenzie.— So  they  can.  . 

Mr.  McGUIBE.  —  «  Quite  so,"  saYs  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Yet  we  find  the  Pre- 
mier coming  down  to  the  House  and  begging 
the  House  to  allow  him  to  correct  it,  and  we  on 
this  side  of  the  House  disooyer  that  there  is 
£100,000  in  that  Statement  which  is  incorzeot, 
and  in  another  plAe  there  is  £10,000.  And 
that,  Sir,  is  the  Statement  the  honourable 
member  says  can  be  understood  by  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  this  country.  So  much 
for  the  honourable  gentleman's  opinion.  Then, 
my  honourable  friend  gave  us  a  definition  of  a 
"Tory,"  and  I  should  like  to  hear  from  him 
the  definition  of  a  Seddon  Liberal.  Now,  Sir, 
I  shall  tell  the  House  what  a  well-known 
Liberal  nobleman  says  a  Liberal  should  be,  and 
you  will  then  be  able  to  judge  whether  the 
present  Liberal  Gk)vernment  comes  up  to  the 
standard  of  this  Liberal  statesman.  Sir,  he 
gives  his  reason  why  he  is  a  Liberal 

An  Hon.  Membsb.— Is  that  a  copy  of  the 
Budget  ? 

Mr.  McGULElE.— No,  it  is  a  book  edited  by 
a  very  able  and  distinguished  Liberal — a  man 
held  in  respect  and  esteem  by  real  Liberals 
throughout  the  world.  I  refer  to  the  Bight 
Hon.  Lord  Thurlow.  *«  Why  I  am  a  Liberal." 
The  right  honourable  nobleman  says,  "  A  true 
Liberal  fears  Ood  and  honours  the  king.  He 
loves  his  neighbour  as  himself,  covets  no  man's 
goods.  He  does  unto  others  as  he  would  wish 
them  to  do  unto  him.  In  fact,  he  obeys  the 
ten  commandments."  That,  Sir,  is  the 
standard  of  Liberalism  he  has  erected  for  him- 
self, and  is  adopted  by  his  party ;  but  is  that 
standard  in  keeping  with  the  standard  adopted 
by  the  present  Government  ?  I  think.  Sir,  the 
definition  I  have  read  is  a  very  good  one,  and  I 
do  hope  those  honourable  genUemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House  will  endeavour  to  live  up  to 
it.  The  honourable  member  for  Fahiatua  went 
on  to  say  that  he  particularly  coveted  the  lands 
of  Hawke's  Bay — he  coveted  his  neighbour's 
vineyards,  and  that  is  one  of  the  very  things 
the  Bight  Hon.  Lord  Thurlow  does  not  agree 
with.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  a  Seddon  Liberal — "  Spoils  to  the 
victors."  So  much  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's so-called  Liberalism.  Again,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  upholds  the  position  of  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier  upon  the  Anglo-German 
mdicate.  Now,  in  my  opinion,  such  a 
anal  position  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  position 
of  the  Premier  of  this  country,  and  it  has 
already  been  pointed  out  by  many  honourable 
members  in  this  House  that  he  cannot  serve 
two  masters,  .therefore  the  sooner  he  gets  rid 
of  either  the  one  or  the  other  the  better 
it  will  be  for  this  country.  I  shall,  Sir,  if 
time  permits,  deal  further  with  this  matter 
as  I  go  along.  That  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  believe  in  acquiring  Native  lands,  and 
he  coes  on  to  condemn  the  administration  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  I  am  not  surprised  at 
this.  He  says  that  settlers  have  been  placed 
on  unsuitable  land,  and  he  also  says  that  many 


of  the  settlers  are  unsuitable.  To  this  state- 
ment I  must  agree.  He  considers  settlers  should 
not  be  placed  upon  bush-lands  nor  upon  rough 
country,  but  that  they  should  occupy  the  pri- 
vate estates  of  Hawke's  Bay.  Honourable 
gentlemen  are  compelled  to  come  to  the  con- 
olueion  that  the  honourable  member  for  Pahia- 
tua  is  an  advanced  Liberal.  Now,  I  would  like 
to  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  settlers  who 
already  occupy  that  land  in  Hawke's  Bay.  Are 
they  to  go  into  the  wUderness  again  to  subdue 
it,  and  when  they  have  brought  it  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  to  be  turned  ofi  agsan  ?  la 
that  a  proper  thing  to  do  ?  So  much  for  the 
Liberalism  of  that  side  of  the  House.  He 
also  thinks  that  the  Premier  should  stump  the 
country.  If  the  Premier  did  not  stomp  the 
country  the  chances  are  that  many  of  the 
gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House  would 
be  left  out  in  the  cold.  He  also  gives  us  a 
history  of  the  convention  held  in  his  electorate^ 
with  the  result  that  "  O'Meara  "  was  accepted 
by  the  Premier.  That  news  must  be  very  satis- 
factory to  the  House,  but  particularly  gratifying 
to  **  O'Meara."  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  me 
to  give  any  more  time  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, as  I  have  something  more  important  to  at- 
tend to  this  evening,  and  time  passes.  Now, 
with  reference  to  the  Budget :  In  my  opinion.  Sir, 
the  Budget  is  a  very  voluminous  document.  It 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  compiled  by  a  gentle- 
man who  must  have  served  his  time  to  the 
upholstery  trade,  because  there  is  such  an 
amount  of  padding,  shoddy,  and  sawdust  in  it. 
It  is  a  most  extraordinary  document.  The  re- 
sult of  the  financial  year  according  to  the 
Budget  appears  to  be  satisfactory ;  but  we  find 
that  what  has  been  going  on  for  a  number 
of  years  has  again  been  repeated  —  namely, 
that  the  revenue  is  still  being  underesti- 
mated in  the  same  old  way.  The  Premier 
underestimated  this  revenue  in  order  to  take 
more  money  out  of  the  people  by  taxation  than 
is  absolutely  necessary.  The  Premier  is  deter- 
mined from  year  to  year  to  take  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  more  than  is  required,  and 
I  dare  say  he  wants  money  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  support.  Now,  let  us  look  at  page 
15,  and  see  how  some  of  this  money  goes  that 
is  wrung  by  taxation  from  the  people.  On 
page  15  of  the  estimates  we  find  tne  expenses 
of  Mr.  Seddon's  trip  Home  to  attend  the 
Jubilee.  It  is  put  down  at  £1,750 ;  and  I  would 
ask  honourable  members  and  the  great  self- 
styled  LiberaLs  on  that  side  of  the  House  what 
do  they  think  of  this  little  bill  of  the  Premier. 
Is  he  not  very  liberal  to  himself  with  the  tax- 
payers' money  ?  £1,750  for  the  Premier  of  New 
Zealand,  while  the  Premiers  of  New  South 
Wales  and  the  other  Australieui  Colonies  were 
satisfied  with  £1,000.  Are  we  so  wealthy, 
or  are  we  so  corrupt,  that  we  should  allow 
Mr.  Seddon  to  have  this  amount  of  money? 
Is  he  satisfied  with  this  amount  for  his  trips 
last  year  ?  Not  at  all.  In  the  estimates  is  set 
down  another  little  sum  in  addition  to  the 
£1,750— namely,  £518  for  his  trip  to  Hobart— 
making  a  total  of  £2,268.  And  upon  whom  did 
he  spend  this  large  amount?    Upon  himself. 
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Notwithstftnding  that  he  was  the  gueet  of  the 
Imperial  Oovemment,  he  has  charged  £1,760 
for  his  trip.  Then,  we  have  other  expenditure 
taking  plaoe  in  connection  with  the  Exhibition 
in  Queensland.  No  less  than  £1,000  is  pnt 
down  to  that  aooount.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Lamaoh 
represented  Ministers  at  the  Exhibition,  and, 
being  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Qovemment,  he 
was  entitled  to  a  pleasant  trip,  which  oost  the 
country  £1,000.  Then  we  have  Commissioners 
Steward  and  Fisher's  Boyal  Commission,  which 
runs  into  £550;  and  the  expenses  of  the  Labour 
Bureau,  which  are  increasing  every  year,  are 
put  down  at  £8,500.  Then  we  have  also  an 
Old  Soldiers'  Commission  set  afoot,  and  a 
gentleman  appointed  who  is  to  receive  £500. 
Now,  this  matter  was  taken  in  hand  by  Mr. 
Gadman  some  years  affo,  and  the  matter  was 
supposed  to  be  settled.  If  the  Government  was 
really  desirous  of  seeing  this  done  it  could  be 
done,  but  the  Government  are  hoodwinking  the 
old  soldiers  from  year  to  year,  and  hoping  that 
they  may  die  off  before  they  are  compelled  to 
give  them  what  they  are  entitled  to.  Then  we 
have  a  gentleman  who  receives  £20  for  writing 
some  description  about  Wanganui;  and  the 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  Government 
steamers  are  put  down  at  £15«000  for  1897-98, 
and  for  the  year  1896-97  £7,500,  showing  an 
increase  for  one  year  of  £7.500.  That  is  the 
way  the  taxpayers'  money  goes.  Then  we  have 
an  increase  in  the  Mines  Department  of  £500. 
That  department  has  become  a  costly  one 
since  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  has  been 
connected  with  the  Anglo-German  syndicate. 
I  now  come  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. This  is  comparatively  a  new  department. 
It  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  useful  department 
in  mcmy  ways,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is 
more  favoritism  in  this  department  than  in 
perhaps  any  other.  It  has  /only  been  esta- 
blished a  short  time,  and  its  expense  last  year 
was  £52,740,  and  the  estimate  for  this  year  is 
£56,405,  or  an  increase  of  £8,657  for  the  year. 
So  you  see  how  the  expenses  are  growing  in 
this  direction.  Now,  as  far  as  the  finances  of 
the  country  are  concerned,  I  think,  myself, 
they  are  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state.  I  wish 
tfincerely  from  my  heart  that  proper  account- 
ants were  appointed  to  investigate  the  balance- 
sheet  of  this  country — men  independent  of  the 
Ministry  on  those  benches,  and  independent 
even  of  the  members  of  this  House/  They 
should  be  men  above  suspicion.  I  wish  some 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  chartered 
accountants  would  go  into  these  accounts,  and 
if  they  did  they  would  open  the  eyes  of  the 
country,  and  the  revelations  they  would  make 
would,  I  l>elieve,  be  such  that  those  honourable 
and  right  honourable  gentlemen  now  on  the 
Treasury  benches  would  be  glad  to  be  not  only 
out  of  this  House  but  out  of  ths  country,  for 
11  80  ^^^  administration  of  those  honour- 
'  able  gentlemen  throughout  has  been 
most  wretched.  They  have  increased  the  debt 
of  the  country  by  about  six  millions  and  a 
quarter  since  they  took  office.  When  they 
took  office  they  had  £700,000  left  to  them  by 
the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  Administration, 
Mr.  McOuire 


and  they  had  also  from  the  North  IslaAd 
Trunk  Railway  £800,000,  and  this,  together 
with  the  six  millions  and  a  quarter,  has  all 
gone.  They  have  added  to  the  liabilities  oi 
this  country  the  sum  of  five  millions  and  a 
quarter  to  bolster  up  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
so  I  think  this  non- borrowing  Government  has 
a  snlendid  record  for  heaping  up  the  debts 
of  the  country.  They  have  apparently  not 
been  satisfied  with  incr&sing  our  national 
debt,  but  they  have  seized  without  remorae, 
and  spent  without  any  shame  whatever,  the 
local  oodles'  sinking  funds,  and  they  have 
made  the  local  bodies  pay  1  per  cent,  into 
these  sinking  funds,  and  as  soon  as  this  it 
paid  in  the  honourable  gentleman  issues  de- 
bentures against  it.  I  think  it  is  a  crael 
thing,  because  the  unfortunate  settlers  are 
struggling  hard  with  their  roads  and  bridges, 
and,  if  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  these 
sinking  funds,  the  least  they  could  do  was  to 
make  the  oonoession  to  the  farmers,  and  re- 
duce the  rates  of  interest  to  3|  per  cent. 
Had  they  done  that  nobody  would  have  com- 
plained, but  they  seized  it  for  their  own 
purposes  in  order  to  debauch  the  country,  and 
they  evidently  care  nothing  about  the  settlers, 
who  are  the  mainstay  of  the  colony.  Now,  Sir, 
I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  with  referenee 
to  educational  matters.  I  am  pleased  indeed 
to  see  an  amount  on  the  estimates  to  assist  the 
building  fund.  This,  I  consider,  is  neoessary, 
especially  considering  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion in  the  North  Island,  and  also  in  the  pro- 
vince from  which  I  come.  There  is  such  a 
great  spread  of  population  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  provide  xliore  schools,  and  increase 
their  dimensions  in  many  places.  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  House  and  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
assist  the  settlers  in  outlying  districts.  Many 
of  them  have  left  the  centres  of  population 
and  for  economy's  sake  are  compelled  to  take 
their  families  into  the  bush.  The  children  of 
this  class  should  not  be  neglected.  In  many 
schools,  I  regret  to  say,  the  accommodation  is 
insufficient,  and  I  am  therefore  pleaded  to  see 
this  small  sum  on  the  estimates  to  assist  in 
this  direction.  I  am  also  pleased  to  see  a  sum 
for  technical  education,  and  I  think  it  Is  the 
proper  thing  to  encourage.  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity and  pleasure  of  accompanying  you.  Sir, 
on  Saturday  last  to  the  Wellington  Teohnioal 
School,  and  I  was  surprised  and  pleased  to  see 
what  has  been  done  there,  and  I  am  only  sorry 
that  every  child  throughout  the  colony  has  not 
the  same  opportunity  afforded  in  this  respect 
as  thev  have  in  the  centres  of  population.  I 
trust  that  some  provision  will  be  made  whereby 
the  large  counti^  schools,  at  anv  rate,  will  be 
placed  in  the  position  of  afioruing  technical 
education  to  the  children  attending  those 
schools,  so  that  the  rising  generation  may  be 
well  grounded  in  scientific  knowledge,  and  that 
our  farmers  and  manufacturers  and  business- 
men may  become  capable  in  all  branches. 
There  is  one  little  matter  I  would  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Gk>vemment  to,  and  I  under- 
stand it  is  very  likely  legislation  will  be  intro- 
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dnoed  this  year  with  zefennoe  to  it — that  is, 
makiiig  the  District  Jodges  and  the  Stipen- 
diary Magistrates  of  onr  Gonrts  indepen- 
dent.  They  are  in  a  very  dependent  posi- 
tion at  the  present  time.  It  is  a  pity  that 
they  shonld  be  so ;  beoaase,  for  instanoe,  there 
mi^t  be  a  case  where  the  Minister  of  Lands 
wss  interested  on  the  one  side,  and. an  nn- 
fortunate  settler  on  the  other.  We  in  this 
Ebase  all  know  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  we 
know  him  to  be  an  upright,  honourable  man ; 
but  a  Judge  of  the  District  Court  or  a  Magistrate 
micht  not  know  him  so  well ;  and  we  know  that 
if  uese  Judges  and  Magistrates  were  compelled 
in  equity,  on  the  evidence  brought  before  them, 
to  decide  against  the  Hon.  Minister  of  Lands 
he  would  submit  to  the  decree  of  the  Court. 
Bat  Judges  and  Magistrates  who  are  not  so 
well  acquainted  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man— some  of  them,  at  least — might  be  swayed 
in  their  decision,  thinking  that  their  positions 
might  depend  on  the  verdict  arrived  at.  We 
all  know  that  poor  humanity  is  weak  at  the 
best,  and  I  therefore  think  it  is  necessary  that 
our  Judges  and  Magistrates  should  be  placed  in 
a  more  independent  position  by  this  House. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Independent  of  whom  ? 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Independent  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  and  of  members  of  this  House. 
In  other  countries  the  Judges  are  independent, 
and  their  salaries  are  fixed.  In  Victoria  their 
salaries  are  fixed;  in  New  South  Wales,  in 
Queensland,  and  in  England  they  hold  office 
during  ability  and  good  behaviour;  and  here 
in  New  Zealand  they  hold  office  at  the  sweet 
will  of  the  Minister  of  the  Grown.  That, 
Sir,  is  not  the  position  that  oar  Stipendiary 
Magistrates  and  District  Judges  should  oc- 
oupy.  Their  salaries,  too,  are  uncertain, 
ana  have  to  be  scrambled  for,  as  it  were, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House.  It  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the 
country  that  our  Judges  should  be  made  inde- 
pendent. Then,  there  is  another  matter  I 
would  like  to  mention;  it  is  a  case  of 
great  hardship,  one  that  I  have  on  many 
oooasions  brought  before  the  House,  and  I  trust 
the  Government  will  now  rise  to  the  occasion. 
I  refer  to  the  case  of  an  old  gentleman  in  my 
district,  a  man  who  has  had  a  distinguished 
career,  who  was  a  member  of  the  House  and 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  who  in  his  old  age 
has  had  his  living  taken  from  him — I  refer  to 
the  cancelling  of  nis  license  as  a  Native  Inter- 
preter ;  and  this  has  been  done  by  the  Premier 
without  full  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  his  case, 
and  his  name  has  also  been  removed  from  the 
list  of  Justices  of  the  Peace.  He  did  good 
service  through  the  Native  difficulty ;  he  was 
commanding  the  Engineers  during  the  war; 
and  he  was  Superintendent  of  his  nrovince  and 
Civil  Commissioner;  and  because  he  has  given 
some  political  offence  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. 
Seddon  he  has  been  treated  in  this  scandalous 
manner.  His  case  has  been  brought  before 
Committees  of.  the  House  on  several  occasions, 
and  recommendations  have  been  made  by  the 
Committees,  which  the  Premier  has  refused  to 
give  effect  to. 


Mr.  MORRISON.— What  is  his  name  ? 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Major  Brown.  I  trust  that 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  will  allow  his  case 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Native  Land  Court.  I  am  now  compelled  to 
pass  on  to  other  matters,  and  I  will  deal 
lightly  with  the  question  of  land  for  settle- 
ments. Now,  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite — the  Minister  of  Lands— has  had 
every  opportunity  given  to  him— as  many 
opportunities  as  any  Minister  of  the  Crown  has 
ever  had  given  to  him  in  this  country. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — More  than  any. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Yes,  more  than  any  Minis- 
ter.  He  has  had  legislation  passed  and  money 
Bills  passed  co  enable  him  to  purchase  not  only 
Native  land,  but  to  purchase  private  estates 
and  to  settle  and  road  the  Crown  lands.  Now, 
I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  himself.  Has 
he  been  successful,  although  all  these  things 
have  been  given  to  him  ?  I  also  believe  him  to 
be  earnest  and  honest  in  the  matter  ;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  allows  a  class  of  flat- 
terers to  talk  him  over,  and  those  who  act 
straight  and  advise  him  for  the  good  of  the 
country  he  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
at  any  price.  If  any  gentleman  on  a  Land 
Board  disagrees  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, then  he  must  go.  Any  one  who  listened 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  last 
night  when  speaking  on  the  land  question 
must  be  satisfied  that  he  knows  something 
about  the  settlement  of  land ;  but  because 
he  knows  somethiug  about  it  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  not  reappoint  him  to  the  Land 
Board.  Now,  I  would  suggest  to  the  Minister 
that  he  reconsider  the  question,  and  take  advice 
from  capable  men  who  have  had  practical 
experience  in  the  settlement  of  land.  I  am 
deeply  interested  in  the  successful  settlement 
of  the  land  of  the  colony,  and  I  would  advise 
the  Minister,  before  it  is  too  late,  to  retrace  his 
steps.  The  successful  settlement  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  this  country.  I  regret  to  say  a 
greater  failure  has  never  been  made  in  the 
work  of  settlement  than  since  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  taken  office.  A  number  of  his 
settlements  have  dwindled  away  through  the 
blundering  of  the  department  and  a  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  Minister.  Now,  I  know  some- 
thing about  the  settlement  of  the  land,  and  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  help  the  honourable 
gentleman  out  of  the  difficulty  if  he  will  accept 
my  assistance ;  but  although  I  have  offered 
him  my  assistance  on  many  occasions  he  has 
declined  my  proffered  service.  He  does  not 
want  me  on  the  Select  Committee  to  which 
all  matters  connected  with  the  settlement  of 
lands  are  referred  —  in  fact,  the  honourable 
gentlemen  does  not  want  any  one  who  knows 
anything  about  land-settlement. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— If  I  wanted  to  under- 
take a  Native -land  job  I  would  take  your 
advice. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.  —  Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  matriculated  in  all  sorts  of  jobs 
himself.  He  will  soon  be  qualified,  like  the 
Premier,  to  take  a  degree.    I  know  no  man  in 
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this  Hoase,  or  ontside  of  it,  who  has  made 
Buch  progress  in  jobbery  and  trieketr — as,  for 
instance,  Bushy  Park,  and  many  other  trans- 
actions  of  that  nature. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Oh  I 

Mr.  McGUIRE.^Sir,  I  withdraw  that. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Do  not  be  in  a  hurry. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— I  will  not  be  in  the  slightest 
huiry.  I  trust  I  have  not  hurt  the  fine  feelings 
of  the  Minister. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Say  anything  you  like, 
it  does  not  offend  me. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— I  am  pleased  to  hear  that, 
and  I  therefore  trust  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  interrupt  me.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  had  extensive  praotioe  in 
all  sor^  of  jobs.  But  we  have  discovered  some 
of  them,  and  he  is  angry  at  being  found  out. 
My  honourable  friend  the  senior  member  for 
Dunedin  City  described  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
amon^  other  things,  as  a  huge  sandwich-man, 
with  a  board  inscribed  *'  Fomahaka  "  on  the  one 
side  and  "  Bushy  Park  "  on  the  other. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — **  Horowhenua." 

Mr.  McGUIRE.  — Yes,  "  Horowhenua  "  ;  I 
will  give  him  that  signboard  too,  and  I  think 
we  could  find  cmother  signboard  to  put  on  the 
other  side  so  as  to  make  him  complete.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  confess  that  he  had 
plenty  of  money  for  land-settlement, — as  much 
as  he  asked  from  the  House, — and  what  is  the 
result  of  his  land- settlement  policy?  His  land 
settlements  have  been  failures.  The  returns 
for  1896-97  show  that  there  were  2,866  selec- 
tors; 926  of  these  forfeited  or  surrendered, 
bringing  the  number  down  to  1,989.  Out  of  that 
number  881  settlers  were  placed  upon  improved 
land.  Let  the  honourable  mem ber  take  a  glance 
at  what  was  done  by  other  Ministers  years  ago, 
when  there  were  no  private  estates. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.— Dummies. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— -Many  of  the  selectors  now 
take  up  land  **  on  spec,"  and  if  it  does  not  suit 
their  purpose  they  forfeit— drop  it  like  a  hot 
potato.  There  are  lots  of  dummies  now  in 
that  sense  of  the  word.  Any  one  who  has 
looked  at  the  settlement  of  the  honourable 
member  must  be  satisfied  that  it  is  a  failure. 
The  following  are  the  figures  in  respect  to 
perpetual  leases  and  small  area  lands:  New 
settlers  for  the  year,  19 ;  forfeitures,  89 ;  surren- 
ders, 91 :  loss,  180.  The  figures  as  to  village- 
homestead  and  special  settlements  are  as 
follows :  New  selectors,  15.  Forfeitures,  22 ; 
surrendered,  11 :  total,  38.  Small  grazing- 
runs :  Selectors  for  the  year,  26 ;  loss,  24. 
I  ask  the  honourable  member  if  that  is  en- 
couraging ?  Is  this  what  we  have  spent  all  the 
money  for?  The  honourable  gentleman  told 
us  that  his  policy  swept  the  elections  down 
South.  But  that  remark  does  not  apply  to  the 
last  election.  The  land-settlement  policy  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands  is  played  out.  I  am 
pleased  t  o  see  that  the  tax  on  commercial 
travellers  is  to  be  removed.  I  suppose  by-and- 
by  we  vTill  see  those  members  opposite  rushing 
into  the  lobby  to  repeal  that  tax,  just  as  they 
rushed  into  the  lobby  to  impose  it.  Well,  I 
shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  they  do  not 
Mr.  McOuire 


do  the  same  thing  again.  Now  I  oome  to 
a  very  important  question — the  question  of 
freights.  That  is  most  important,  at  all 
events  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  diatriot 
I  represent,  as  far  as  the  dairy  industry  is 
oonoemed.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  place  the  freights  on  a  satiafaotory 
footing.  The  Premier  and  the  Government 
should  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the 
Canadian  Government,  for  that  Government 
has  not  thought  it  beneath  them  to  arrange  for 

Kodnoe  being  sent  Home  to  the  London  mar- 
t  without  delay,  and  I  think  they  should 
invite  tenders  for  the  transport  of  our  prodDoe 
to  the  markets  of  the  world.  It  would  be  to 
the  interests  of  the  countnr  for  them  to  do  so. 
They  must  know  that  the  settlers  are  the 
backbone  of  the  country.  It  is  not  oreditable 
to  the  Government  that  the  farmers  of  tius 
country  should  have  to  pay  £459,918  more  than 
the  farmers  of  Victoria  pay.  This  state  of 
things  is  not  creditable,  and  we  look  to  the 
Government  to  remedy  it.  Sir,  imagine  the 
unfortunate  farmers  of  this  country  paying 
nearly  a  half-million  more  than  the  farmeia  ol 
Victoria  for  freight  to  the  markets  of  the 
world.  Had  the  rates  here  been  similar  to 
those  current  in  Victoria  our  produoers  would 
be  in  a  very  much  more  flourishing  oonditftoou 
How  many  of  the  farmers  of  this  country  vroold 
be  glad  to  be  in  Victoria  with  such  a  Govern- 
ment to  arrange  matters  for  them?  I  hope 
this  Government  will,  at  all  events,  try  to  be  as 
good  as  the  Government  of  Victoria.  Then, 
the  Government  of  Canada  has  made  a  con- 
tract with  the  shipping  companies,  and  I 
think  our  Government  ought  not  to  oontinue 
asleep  where  the  interests  of  the  settlers  are 
so  deeply  concerned. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — The  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  will  do  it. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— No,  Sir,  no  private  indi- 
vidual  can  fix  it  up ;  it  requires  the  Govern- 
ment to  rectifv  these  matters,  and  I  would 
trust  more  to  this  House  and  the  Government 
to  rectify  it  than  to  any  single  individual, 
whether  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
or  the  honourable  member  for  Chriatohurch 
City.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
will  do  something  to  remove  this  crying  oat- 
rage,  for  it  is  nothing  less  than  that — ^that  our 
settlers  should  pay  for  the  export  of  their  pro- 
duce half  a  million  more  money  than  the 
settlers  of  Victoria.  The  settlers  are  the  life- 
blood  of  the  country,  and  if  this  country  is  to 
be  prosperous  its  prosperity  vnll  be  due  to  the 
energy  and  perseverance  of  those  on  the 
land.  It  would  pay  the  country  well  to  do 
everything  that  possibly  can  be  done  to  ar- 
range for  lower  freights  from  the  ports,  and 
also  to  reduce  the  railway  charges  frcmi  the 
interior  to  the  ports  of  exportation.  I  would 
like  to  see  the  Government  prove  to  the  oonn- 
try  that  they  are  able  to  manage  oar  own 
domestic  affairs  before  entering  on  any  foreign 
policy  as  proposed  in  the  Budget.  I  trust  they 
will  arrange  the  freight  question  satisfactorily 
before  launching  into  any  foreign  scheme  whsut- 
ever.    It  is  a  matter  to  me  of  great  regret  to 
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find  that  the  people  of  this  country  have  been 
bled  during  the  laet  six  yean  to  the  amount 
of  £600,000,  in  the  shape  of  extra  taxation, 
more  than  was  taken  from  them  during  the 
Atkinson  Government.  I  think  the  Government 
should  reduce  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of 
life.  Supposing  a  working-man  here  receives  £4 
a  week  it  will  not  go  so  far  in  this  country  as 
£2  156.  in  Sydney,  on  account  of  the  increased 
Cnstoms  tariff.  The  Government,  I  find,  on 
looking  into  this  matter,  has  increased  the 
taxation  at  the  rate  of  £100,000  a  year  smce 
they  took  office,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
profess  to  be  the  friends  of  the  working-man. 
These  are  the  very  people  who  are  suffering 
most,  yet  these  are  the  men  they  are  pro- 
fessing to  befriend.  They  think  if  they  give 
them  a  few  Bills  it  will  satisfy  them.  I  admit 
that  it  has  done  so  in  the  past,  but  I  believe  it 
will  not  do  so  in  the  future.  Now,  in  1890-91 
the  revenue  of  the  country  was  £3,806,222,  and 
in  1896-97  it  was  £4,452,645.  The  amount  extra 
taken  from  the  people  is  not  only  £600,000,  but 
£644,628;  and  I  have  also  shown  you  they 
have  not  only  taken  this  from  the  people,  but 
also  inorecMed  the  debt  of  the  colony  by  six 
«2  Q  millions  and  a  quarter ;  and  they  have 
'  spent  our  sinking  funds — they  have 
spent  the  £700,000  left  to  them  by  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson,  and  also  the  balance  of  the 
North  Island  loan— £600.000.  The  Valuation 
Department  is  another  department  in  which 
the  Government  have  made  many  appoint- 
ments. A  great  number  of  the  appointments 
made  are  not  a  credit  to  the  Government,  and 
the  way  the  business  is  conducted  is  very  well 
shown  in  a  leader  in  the  Opunake  Times  of 
the  9th  September,  1897.     I  will  read  it  :-^ 

"  The  House  that  Jack  built, 
"  The  circumlocution  and  overlapping  in  the 
method  of  valuation  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment reminds  us  very  much  of  the  nursery  tale 
above  quoted.  In  order,  for  instance,  to  value 
the  Township  of  Opunake  we  have  Mr.  Strachan 
Greig  appointed  valuer,  and  it  would  be 
thought  by  any  ignoramus  that,  with  a  Court 
of  Appeal  to  fall  back  on,  Mr.  Greig's  verdict 
would  be  sufficient.  But,  no,  this  would  never 
find  employment  enough  for  the  hungry  billet- 
hanters  to  whom  the  Government  is  indebted 
for  place  and  power.  Over  Mr.  Greig,  Mr. 
8.  Hill,  of  New  Plymouth,  has  been  ap- 
pointed. We  do  not  see  what  Mr.  Hill  can 
possibly  know  about  the  value  of  property  in 
Opunake  that  his  supervision  of  Mr.  Greig  is 
worth  one  penny-piece.  Mr.  Hill,  however,  is 
not  final,  as  after  he  has  given  his  verdict,  then 
Mr.  A.  Barnes,  of  Wanganui,  has  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  be  has  to  check  Mr.  S.  Hill.  Now, 
most  people  would  think  the  check  system  bad 
been  carried  pretty  far ;  but,  bless  you,  there  is 
now  Mr.  T.  Kennedy  Macdonald,  of  Wellington, 
to  be  reckoned  with,  and  he  checks  Mr.  A. 
Barnes,  of  Wanganui.  Then  the  Tax  Depart- 
ment, in  Wellington,  checks  Mr.  Kennedy 
Macdonald,  of  Wellington,  who  has  checked 
Mr.  A.  Barnes,  of  Wanganui,  who  has  checked 
Mr.  S.  HilJ,  of  New  Plymouth,  who  has  checked 
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Mr.  Greig,  of  Stratford,  who  has  valued  the 
property  situated  at  Opunake.  Now  the  said 
property  is  ready  for  taxation,  or  to  purchase 
for  settlement  purposes,  or  to  lend  Government 
money  on,  but  mostly  to  pay  taxes  on." 

Hundreds  of  people  have  been  appointed 
valuers  simply  because  they  were  of  the  "  right 
colour."  It  is  very  important  we  should  have 
proper  valuations  at  the  present  time.  Our 
local  bodies  will  be  compelled  to  pay  one- third 
the  cost  of  this  valuation,  and  they  have  not  a 
say  as  to  who  should  be  appointed  valuer.  But 
they  will  not  have  to  pay  until  next  year. 
That  is  more  satisfactory,  because,  perhaps,  a 
change  may  take  place  before  then.  Then ,  tnere 
has  been  a  good  deal  said  about  the  Railway 
Department.  It  is  true  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment has  done  very  well  for  the  year,  and 
no  one  is  more  pleased  than  I  am;  and  I 
have  therefore  to  congratulate  the  Minister  at 
the  head  of  that  department.  I  believe  he  is 
the  most  conscientious  Minister  who  sits  on 
those  benches,  and  he  attends  to  his  work  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner,  and  I  am  glad  to  see 
his  department  is  flourishing.  But  there  are 
other  things  to  be  considered.  I  admit  that  the 
railways  have  been  paying  fairly  well,  but  I 
find  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
borrow  £200,000  to  thoroughly  equip  them. 
Now,  I  should  have  thought  that  if  the  rail- 
ways were  in  such  a  satisfactory  condition  as 
we  are  led  to  believe  they  are,  they  would 
be  able  to  be  carried  on  without  further 
borrowing.     I  was  therefore  very  much  sur- 

Srised  to  see  this  proposal,  and  I  have  my 
oubts  whether,  if  the  old  Commissioners 
were  at  the  head  of  that  department  now, 
the  Ministry  would  have  recommended  that 
this  House  should  borrow  £200,000  to  put  the 
rolling-stock  in  order.  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  our  railways  were  able  to  pay  their 
own  way.  Now,  as  to  the  old-age  pensions 
scheme.  A  good  deal  of  humbug  has  been 
spoken  about  this  matter.  It  appears  there 
are  ten  thousand  persons  who  would  claim  the 
old-age  pension ;  and  thin,  at  £26  per  annum, 
would  mean  £260,000.  But,  Sir,  this  is  only 
one-half  of  the  total  number  that  would 
claim  pensions ;  and  if  the  whole  number 
were  taxen  it  would  mean  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion of  money.  Now,  has  the  Government  done 
anything  to  make  provision  in  this  direction  ? 
It  simply  means  that  the  Government  have 
hoodwinked  the  people,  and  have  thrown  dust 
in  their  eyes,  as  is  usual  with  them  at  the  time 
of  a  general  election,  when  they  have  their 
own  purposes  to  serve.  They  do  not  seem  at 
all  in  earnest  in  this  matter.  There  is  ono 
other  matter  I  wish  to  refer  to.  I  see  it  is 
proposed  by  the  Government  to  establish  busi- 
ness agents  in  the  large  centres  of  population — 
in  London  and  elsewhere.  Now,  I  believe  what 
this  country  wants  is  not  an  Agent-General  at 
all,  but  a  thorough  business  agent  in  London 
in  place  of  the  Agent-General,  and  then  it 
would  not  be  found  necessary  to  send  Home 
these  business  agents  that  have  been  referred 
to.  I  find  now,  Sir,  that  my  time  is  coming  to 
a  close,  and  in  conclusion  I  would  suggest  to 
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the  Government  to  pursue  a  policy  of  equity  and 
justice  in  the  interests  of  all  classes,  without 
regard  to  political  **  colour,"  and,  above  all 
things,  I  would  advise  each  Minister  here 
present  to  adhere  strictly,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, to  the  truth,  because  there  is 
nothing  like  the  truth.  I  would  also  ask 
thorn,  in  the  interests  of  the  country — seeing 
that  they  have  increased  the  taxes — that  they 
should  reduce  them  again.  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment can,  if  they  are  so  disposed,  materially 
reduce  the  taxation  of  this  country,  say,  by 
half  a  million  of  money;  and  then,  atter  re- 
ducing it  by  half  a  million,  there  would  be 
more  taxation  wrung  out  of  the  people  by 
£146,628  than  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  had 
to  carry  on  the  Government  with.  I  would 
advise  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Lands 
to  go  in  for  economy  in  every  department 
of  the  Government  service.  That  has  been 
ncRleoted  in  the  past ;  their  administration  has 
been  wretched,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that  these 
honourable  gentlemen  will  mend  their  ways, 
because  there  is  room  for  improvement.  Sir, 
economy  should  be  practised  by  the  Govern- 
ment throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land,  and  justice  should  be  done  to  the  people 
Irrespective  of  "  colour  "  or  class.  The  Grown 
lands  should  be  roaded  and  settlement  should 
go  on  in  the  future  on  business- lines.  Settlers 
should  not  be  hampered  with  unnecessary  con- 
ditions, and  they  should  have  a  choice  of 
tenure,  and,  whether  a  man  is  in  the  Govern- 
ment service,  or  is  a  mechanic,  or  an  artisan  in 
a  town,  if  he  has  the  means  and  wishes  to  take 
ap  land  he  should  be  allowed  to  do  so ;  so  long 
as  he  makes  the  necessary  improvements  he 
should  not  be  compelled  to  reside  on  the  land. 
The  Government,  or  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
should  not  prevent  him  working  for  his  children 
who  may  wish  to  become  farmers.  It  is  unfair 
— unjust  to  a  mechanic,  merchant,  or  business- 
man if  he  is  not  allowed  to  do  this.  And,  as 
regards  the  freehold,  although  the  Minister  of 
Lands  says  he  dues  not  believe  in  it,  and  that 
there  will  be  no  Grown  grants  in  fifty  years' 
time,  the  honourable  gentlemtfn  does  not  prac- 
tise  what  he  preaches.  Now,  Sir.  I  have  dealt 
V  ith  a  variety  of  subjects,  and  I  should  recom- 
mend the  Government  to  consider  well  what  I 
have  told  them,  and  if  they  carry  out  the  settle- 
ment of  the  lands  of  this  country  to  my  satis- 
faction they  can  depend  on  my  support  in  so 
far  as  the  settlement  of  the  land  is  concerned. 
I  have  to  thank  honourable  members  for  the 
attentive  hearing  which  they  have  given  me. 

Mr.  SYMES.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe  it  is 
the  universal  custom  for  a  member  to  answer 
the  member  immediately  preceding  him.  The 
honourable  member  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
given  ufl  a  little  ancient  history,  a  lot  of  abuse 
of  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  a  little  about 
education.  He  also  appealed  to  the  House  in 
connection  with  a  gentleman  who  was  dis- 
charged for  his  misconduct,  and  I  think  the 
less  said  about  that  transaction  and  his  dis- 
missal the  better.  I  know  something  about  it. 
He  also  gave  us  ancient  history  about  the  land 
administration.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend,  myself, 
Mr,  McQuire 


to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  land 
administration  of  this  colony,  but  I  certainlj 
did  expect  an  old  member  such  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawera  to  have  some  know- 
ledge of  the  land  administration  of  the  colony. 
He  read  from  a  table  some  very  ancient 
history.  He  tried  to  show  there  has  been  a 
great  falling-off  in  a  system  that  has  ceaaed  feo 
exist  for  the  past  four  years — that  is,  the  per- 
petual lease.  If  he  had  quoted  from  this  table 
correctly  he  would  have  seen  there  were  nine- 
teen selectors  who  had  surrendered  their  hold- 
ings with  a  view  of  getting  a  reduction,  and 
had  afterwards  taken  them  up ;  also,  that  last 
year  forty-one  had  changed  their  tenure,  and 
for  this  year  181,  making  considerably  over 
two  hundred.  He  has  attempted  to  show  khat 
this  system,  which  is  not  in  force  at  all,  has 
been  a  dead  failure.  The  greater  portion  of 
those  individuals  have  done  what  he  wishes 
them  to  do:  they  have  turned  their  seotione 
into  freeholds.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  the  honoor- 
able  gentleman  should  be  fair  when  he  qootes 
from  a  table,  and  not  attempt  to  mislead. 
He  has  also  told  us  something  about  the  Go- 
vernment steamers.  He  said  they  cost  £7,000 
last  year  and  £15,000  this  year.  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman  not  know  that  last  year 
there  was  only  one  Government  steamer  under 
service,  and  this  year  two  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI. — There  were  two  under  serrice 
last  year. 

Mr.  SYMES.— These  two  steamers  have  paid 
handsomely.  If  they  had  not  been  used  in  fchis 
way  money  would  have  had  to  be  found  to  do 
the  work  in  their  place.  I  do  not  think  I  need 
follow  the  honourable  gentleman  any  further. 
I  have  listened  with  great  pleasure  and  interest 
to  many  of  the  speeches  that  have  been  de- 
livered on  this  Financial  Statement,  notably 
that  of  the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere, 
Mr.  Montgomery,  and  that  of  the  honoorahle 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Millar.  With 
two  exceptions — that  of  the  middle  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout),  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura,  Mr.  Richardson — 
I  think  the  criticisms  from  our  friends  on  the 
opposite  benches  were  as  far  away  from  real 
criticisms  of  the  Budget  as  they  possibly  ooald 
be,  for  the  simple  reason  that  for  the  first 
time,  I  think,  in  the  history  of  New  Zealand 
we  have  had  a  simple  and  concise  Budget  that 
any  one  could  understand.  For  the  first  time 
has  a  Budget  been  brought  before  the  House 
that  our  friends  could  not  honestly  pick  to 
pieces.  If  they  could  there  is  no  doubt  they 
would  have  done  so.  In  fact,  they  have  tra- 
velled so  far  from  the  Budget  that  one  gentle- 
man  travelled  from  Mount  Sinai  to  Mount 
Ruapehu.  He  gave  us  an  essay  upon  Aris- 
totle ;  he  told  us  something  about  Mrs. 
Besant;  he  kept  as  far  away  from  the  Budget 
as  he  possibly  could :  in  fact,  he  did  anythinK 
and  everything  to  avoid  discussion  or  oriticism 
of  the  Budget.  In  my  humble  opinion  the 
criticisms  on  the  Budget  have  been  oonspieoons 
by  their  absence,  and,  with  the  two  ezoeptions 
I  have  mentioned,  members  on  that  side  of  the 
House  have  failed  most  dismally.    The  honoor- 
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able  member  for  Mataura  deplored  that  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  de- 
parted from  that  ancient  custom  of  reading  the 
Financial  Statement.  I  think  that  he  is  to  be 
eongpratulated  upon  introducing  a  new  and 
sensible  system,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the 
practice  will  be  continued  in  this  House  for 
«ver.  Nobody  wants  to  listen  for  two  or  three 
hours  to  a  weary,  long  array  of  figures  of 
which  they  know  nothing  at  the  end.  It  is 
far  better  to  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
as  has  been  done  on  this  occasion,  so  that 
each  honourable  member  may  have  the  op- 
portunity of  quietly  thinking  and  reading  the 
Budget  for  himself.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mataura  also  said  he  did  not.  believe 
there  were  ten  members  of  the  House  that  had 
read  the  Budget.  Very  shortly  after  chat  the 
honourable  member  for  Taranaki,  Mr.  Brown, 
took  compassion  upon  us  and  he  read  it  to  us ; 
but  he  did  not  read  it  very  well.  He,  for  his 
own  purpose,  or  for  the  purposes  of  his  party, 
put  Rtops  in  the  wrong  place,  and  stopped  be- 
fore he  came  to  the  end  of  a  sentence,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  he  knew  if  he  read  to  the 
end  of  the  sentence  it  would  tell  very  much 
against  his  own  party.  He  then  went  on  to 
criticize  the  policy  of  the  Qovemment,  and 
«aid  they  had  notning  new  in  their  policy,  and 
that  it  was  a  rehash.  Well,  I  have  not  heard 
one  member  on  this  side  of  the  House,  nor 
have  I  heard  one  of  the  Ministers,  attempt  to 
«laim  anything  new ;  but  what  we  do  say  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  and  what  we  contend, 
is  this :  that  it  is  a  continuation  of  the  policy 
upon  which  the  present  Liberal  party  came 
into  power  in  the  year  1891.  It  is  the  policy 
that  was  then  before  the  country ;  it  was  de- 
manded by  the  people,  and,  Sir,  the  demand  is 
continued  to  this  day.  The  cry  is  still  for  the 
eamo  policy  as  was  enunciated  in  1891.  The  cry 
was  '*  Progress,'*  and  we  have  got  it.  The 
waushword  is  **  Progress,'*  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  any  Qovemment  that  occupies  those 
benches — ^no  matter  whether  Liberal  or  Conser- 
vative— if  they  depart  from  that  policy,  so  sure 
as  they  do  that — the  moment  they  depart  from 
that  policy  demanded  by  the  people — so  sure 
will  they  be  hurled  from  those  benches  and 
from  this  House,  never  to  see  it  again  excepting 
from  the  outside.  I  am  not  going  to  wade 
through  a  lot  of  figures.  I  am  not  going  to 
tead  passages  from  this  Budget  to  the  House 
ior  the  purpose  of  taking  up  time.  I  do  not 
want  to  go  back  to  my  constituents  and  tell 
tiiem  that  I  took  up  the  time  of  the  House 
and  exhausted  my  hour  by  reading  statements 
from  the  Budget,  which  every  honourable 
member  can  do  for  himself.  Sir,  I  plead 
guilty  to  being  one  of  the  ten  who  have  read 
tiie  Financial  Statement  through,  and,  having 
read  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  policy  of 
the  Budget  is  the  same  as  that  upon  which 
the  liiberal  party  came  into  power  in  1891. 
That  being  so,  they  will  have  my  support. 
I  am  also  satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
surplus  :  we  have  had  so  much  about  surpluses, 
however,  that  I  will  not  say  anything  further 
.about  it.    I  wish  to  8|i>j  a  few  words  now  con- 


cerning the  police.  We  had  the  junior  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City  addressing  the  House, 
and  on  the  first  occasion  on  which  he  spoke  he 

treated  us  to  an  hour  of  newspaper  extracts  on 
the  police  of  the  colony — a  lot  of  garbled  state- 
ments got  up  by  the  Opposition  newspapers,  and 
wild  statements  hurled  at  the  Hon.  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence ;  in  fact,  I  think  any  honour- 
able member  who  went  to  the  trouble  to  get 
up  such  an  array  of  wild  statements  must  be 
suffering  from  a  bad  attack  of  biliousness — his 
liver  must  have  been  out  of  order.  His  cry  was 
for  a  Royal  Commission,  and  nothing  else  would 
satisfy  him.  But  if  he  had  been  genuine  in  his 
statements  he  would  have  gone  to  the  proper 
authority  at  the  proper  time,  and  laid  these 
charges  before  that  authority,  and  they  would 
then  have  been  inquired  into.  I  think  it  is 
useless  to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawera  has  given  us 
instances  of  the  expense  of  such  Commissions, 
and  BO  far  as  they  went  they  did  no  good — at 
least,  that  is  what  he  says ;  and  if  they  did  no 
good  in  those  departments,  can  we  expect  they 
will  do  good  in  the  Police  Department  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
wanted  the  Commission  set  up,  and  then  hie 
set  himself  up  as  a  sort  of  thought- reader — one 
who  can  see  into  the  future— because  shortly 
afterwards  he  said  the  Commission  would  be  a 
"  rotten  one."  Now,  I  do  not  see  how  any  one 
can  say  that  before  he  knows  who  the  Com- 
missioners will  be.  In  fact,  I  do  not  think 
anything  would  satisfy  the  honourable  gentle- 
man except  members  of  the  washhouse 
party ;  they  must  be  social  -  purity  people, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  have  no 
doubt,  would  nominate  a  Commissioner  him- 
self who  would  be  able  to  answer  all 
his  charges;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  one 
member  of  the  House  who  wishes  more  to  keep 
the  Commission  from  being  set  up  than  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself,  because  he 
knows  the  d&culty  he  will  have  to  prove  the 
charges  he  has  made.  I  agree  with  him  to 
some  extent  that  some  reform  is  necessary. 
For  instance,  at  the  present  time  there  are 
many  good  and  faithful  servants  in  the  Police 
Force  who  have  grown  old  and  grey  in  the 
service.  Those  men  ought  to  be  superannuated. 
They  are  not  fit  for  service,  but  are  they  to  be 
turned  into  the  street  to  pick  up  their  living 
in  any  way  they  can,  or  are  they  to  be  put 
on  the  charitable-aid  funds  of  the  colony  ?  I 
say  No ;  it  would  be  a  monstrous  thing  to 
do.  Men  who  have  rendered  good  service  should 
not  be  thrown  off  like  a  pair  of  old  gloves. 
What  would  be  the  result  if  members  of 
the  Civil  Service  were  placed  in  that  position  ? 
Take  any  members  of  that  Service  after  twenty 
or  thirty  years  of  service  and  turn  them  out, 
and  what  would  be  said  ?  They  have  retiring- 
allowances  or  compassionate  allowances.  Now, 

1 2  30  ^'^'  ^  °^^  mind  we  might  adopt  the 
'  old-age  pensions.  These  police  would 
then  come  under  it,  and  in  my  opinion  the  old- 
age  pension  scheme  is  the  only  pension  8chem0 
that  should  be  put  into  operation  in  New 
Zealand.    The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
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church  City,  also,  is  supposed  nob  to  represent 
one  part  of  New  Zealand  only,  hut  to  be  a 
colonial  politician,  not  a  parish  politician ; 
but  the  only  thingfl  that  he  has  given  us  up  to 
date  are  the  police,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
workshops  in  connection  with  the  railways 
should  be  centred  at  Addington.  I  thought, 
Sir,  while  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
speaking — it  just  flashed  through  my  mind — 
of  a  story  of  a  vestry  meeting  that  was  held  in  a 
West  of  England  shire  where  they  had  to  set 
up  a  new  vestry.  A  farmer  who  had  lately 
come  to  the  district  was  for  the  first  time 
attending  this  vestry  meeting.  A  great  deal 
of  talk  was  going  on,  and  the  minister,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  new  farmer,  asked  what 
he  thought  of  the  vestry.  "Well,  parson,"  he 
said,  *'  I  wish  every  word  cost  fowerpence." 
Now,  if  every  word  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man cost  fourpence  I  do  not  think  we  should 
have  heard  so  much  from  him.  Now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  loans  to  local  bodies,  I  am  pleased 
to  see  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  during  the  present  session  to  introduce 
amendments  in  this  Act.  I  trust  they  will  in 
their  Amendment  Bill  alter  the  time  for  pay- 
ment from  twenty-six  to  fifty  years,  and  that 
they  will  be  able  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest 
to  3}  or  4  per  cent.,  and  at  the  same  time 
that  they  will  be  able  to  extend  the  limit 
of  borrowing.  This,  Sir,  is  one  of  the  few 
methods  that  the  local  bodies  have  of  get- 
ting their  roads  made.  But  for  this  Act  I 
do  not  know  where  the  new  back  districts 
would  ever  get  roods  at  all.  I  can  speak  for 
my  own  district  when  I  say  that  that  district, 
which  has  made  as  much  progress  as  any  other 
district  in  the  colony  in  the  time,  certainly 
would  not  be  in  the  state  it  is  at  the  present 
time  but  for  the  loans  to  local  bodies.  And 
yet  we  are  still  hampered  there  because  we 
cannot  borrow  enough  money  to  make  roads 
fast  enough.  I  do  trust,  therefore,  that  this 
Act  will  be  amended  in  a  direction  to  help  the 
local  bodies,  and  we  shall  certainly  be  helping 
the  progress  of  the  country  by  amending  this 
Act  in  the  direction  I  have  mentioned.  We 
have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  railways,  and 
I  think  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Railways 
has  given  us  pretty  well  all  that  we  want  in 
that  direction.  There  is  one  matter  I  would 
like  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister 
for  Railways.  He  has  provided  for  excur- 
sion fares  in  the  summer  months.  Now,  I 
should  like,  if  he  possibly  can,  that  he  should 
also  give  us  the  benefit  of  excursion  rates  at 
midwinter,  for  this  reason — I  am  speaking  for 
my  own  electorate,  at  any  rate :  There  are  a 
great  number  of  small  farmers  there  that  can 
never  get  ofi  their  farms  excepting  at  mid- 
winter. In  summer,  when  they  would  like  to 
take  advantage  of  the  excursion  fares,  they 
cannot  for  the  dairying.  Many  of  them  have 
told  me  that  they  have  never  seen  the  Houses 
of  Parliament— much  less  ever  been  in  them. 
I  would  therefore  like  if  the  Minister  could  see 
his  way  to  grant  cheap  excursion  fares  in  the 
winter  as  well  as  in  the  summer.  Passing  on 
to  the  purchase  of  Native  land :  This  is  a 
Mr,  Symes 


subject  I  have  thought  a  good  deal  about. 
I  think  the  time  has  come  when  the  purchase 
of  Native  land  should  cease.  In  my  opinion,. 
Native  land  should  be  individualised,  and 
sufficient  land  should  be  set  apart  for  the 
Natives  to  live  upon ;  of  course,  they  should 
have  the  right  to  lease  it  if  they  wish,  tiie  same 
as  Europeans,  but  the  land  should  not  be 
locked  up  to  the  hindrance  of  the  settlement 
and  progress  of  the  country.  The  baleuioe  of 
the  Native  land,  together  with  the  West  Coast 
reserves,  I  contend,  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Trustee,  and  a  Board  should 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  taJcing  charge 
of  the  land  and  administering  it.  I  feel  per- 
fectly certain  such  an  arrangement  would  give 
satisfaction  to  the  Natives  and  to  the  Europeans, 
and  it  would  tend  to  the  advancement  and  pro- 
gress of  the  colony.  Now,  I  pass  on  to  the  ad- 
vances to  settlers.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  that  Act.  It  is  one  of  those  Acts  which  is 
not  liked  by  our  friends  on  the  opposite  side, 
especially  those  who  have  money  to  lend.  The 
lawyers  do  not  like  it.  The  land-valuer  does 
not  like  it.  They  do  not  get  their  fat  feee; 
they  do  not  get  their  procuration -fees.  The 
money-lender  cannot  get  his  7  or  8  per  cent. 
The  lawyer  cannot  charge  what  he  likes  for  the 
preparation  of  the  deeds.  This  is  a  subject  I 
know  a  great  deal  about.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has  not  re- 
duced the  rate  of  interest  in  the  colony.  I 
say  it  has  done  so.  I  know  a  gentleman  who 
not  long  ago  had  a  mortgage  on  land  in  my 
district  for  something  like  £3,000  or  £4,000, 
and  the  man  wanted  to  pay  it  ofi,  but  the  mort- 
gagee said,  '*  I  cannot  agree  to  that  unless 
you  find  me  another  security  equally  good." 
The  mortgagor  could  not  do  that,  and,  of  oourae, 
he  had  to  keep  it,  for  it  was  for  a  fixed  term. 
It  would  have  been  a  grand  thing  for  this 
colony  if  this  Act  had  been  introduced  twenty 
years  ago.  People  would  not  be  "  sweating  " 
for  the  banks  or  the  pawnshops  of  the  colony. 
They  have  lived  for  the  pawnshops  and  nothing 
else,  who  have  kept  the  farmers  going  up  to 
the  last  minute,  and  then  they  have  come 
down  and  crushed  them  out  of  existence. 
That  state  of  things  would  have  been  going  on 
to-day  but  for  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act. 
It  is  one  of  the  grandest  Acts,  in  my  opinion, 
which  has  ever  been  passed  in  New  Zealand. 
If  this  Government  had  done  nothing  else  during 
the  last  six  years  than  pass  that  Act  they  would 
have  earned  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  this 
colony.  Now  I  come  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. Some  honourable  members  have  tried 
to  belittle  that  department,  but  they  know  very 
little  about  it  or  they  would  not  do  so.  One 
honourable  member  said  he  would  rather  have 
tuberculosis  in  his  district  than  the  Inspectors. 
We  will  gladly  give  him  the  tuberculosis  from 
my  district,  and  we  will  have  the  Inspectors — 
hflJf  a  dozen  more  Inspectors — and  pay  for  them, 
if  he  will  take  the  disease.  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment have  got  one  real  live  Inspector  in  the 
district,  but  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  one 
to  cope  with  this  disease  ;  he  is  working  night 
and  day,  and  cannot  overtake  it.   This  is  a 
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<€erioiiB  matter  indeed.  It  is  a  matter  which  is 
^iog  to  affect  every  one,  and  I  fear  a  serious 
^eck  to  our  frozen-meat  industry  would  be  the 
leault  if  it  goes  forth  that  our  cattle  are 
diseased.  Only  the  other  day  I  got  a  letter  from 
a  gentleman  in  the  honourable  member  for  Ha- 
wera's  district  asking  me  to  do  what  I  possibly 
^ould  for  him.  It  is  written  from  Opunake, 
and  the  writer  says,  *'  The  Inspector  was  down 
at  Opunake  this  week,  and  condemned  twenty- 
£ve  of  the  cattle  of  one  man  and  nine  of 
another,  and  these  are  both  poor  men,  which 
to  both  means  ruin."  I  do  not  know  this  gentle- 
man, but  the  honourable  member  for  Hawera 
may  know  him  ;  his  name  is  Wright.  When 
you  hear  of  cases  of  that  sort,  surely  it  is  time 
ihat  we  had  enough  Inspectors  to  stamp  this 
disease  out  at  once.  But  we  must  not  forget 
the  fact  that  in  stamping  this  disease  out, 
while  we  are  doing  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony,  these  few  individuals  should  not  be 
mined.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  there  is 
no  mention  made  of  any  remedial  measure 
for  this — of  some  Act  whereby  these  men 
could  be  partially  compensated  for  the  loss 
of  cattle  actually  slaughtered  by  the  direct 
instruction  of  the  Inspector.  Sir,  I  do 
-hope  that  the  Government  will  take  this 
matter  seriously  into  their  consideration,  and 
will  before  the  end  of  the  session  devise  some 
means  whereby  these  men  can  be  partially 
compensated,  and  that  they  will  appoint  more 
Inspectors  to  stamp  the  disease  out  as  rapidly 
as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  be  done.  We  have 
had  scab,  but  scab'was  nothing  to  this  disease ; 
and  it  will  c^ect  the  whole  colony.  The  very 
notion  that  our  cattle  are  diseased  would  ruin 
our  frozen-meat  trade.  I  admit  that  the  pre- 
sent Government  have  done  all  that  can  be 
expected  from  them  for  the  dairying  industry. 
They  have  constructed  cool-chambers,  they 
have  appointed  graders  and  instructors,  and 
they  have  arranged  for  dairy  schools « and 
other  things  in  connection  with  the  dairy- 
ing industry  ;  emd  they  have  tried  in  every 
pogsible  way  to  foster  one  of  the  most  growing 
and  important  branches  of  our  productive 
industry.  Take  last  year.  Sir.  From  Taranaki 
alone  the  export  of  dairy-produce  was  far 
in  excess  of  the  export  of  gold  from  Auck- 
land. Now,  I  think  that  in  itself  is  some- 
thing to  be  proud  of — something  which  we 
should  in  every  way  assist,  and  I  hope  the 
Government  will  still  continue  to  assist  it.  I 
should  like  to  say  that,  while  they  are  appoint- 
ing graders  for  dairy- produce,  they  should  also 
appoint  graders  for  our  frozen  meat.  It  would 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Another 
matter  in  connection  with  this  is  that  there 
is  some  indication  of  the  Qovemment  advanc- 
ing money  for  the  erection  of  factories  and 
creameries.  This  has  been  belittled  by  some 
honourable  members  here,  who  say  that  the 
co-operative  system  does  not  work  well.  They 
must  know  very  little  about  it,  because  in  my 
district,  which  is  the  home  of  the  dairy  in- 
dustry, the  system  is  preferred  to  any  other. 
.And,  indeed,  in  many  places  where  individuals 
•built  faotories  the  suppliers  themselves  after- 


wards bought  them,  and  they  have  been  run 
successfully  on  co-operative  principles.  I  know 
many  places  where  the  Government  could,  with- 
out the  slightest  risk  or  chance  of  loss,  advance 
money  for  the  erection  of  dairy  factories  and 
creameries.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  fd!r  the 
settlers  in  those  districts  to  erect  factories  or 
creameries  for  themselves  ;  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  get  the  money  from  the  banks — the 
only  source  they  could  apply  to— and  they  are 
now  without  creameries,  the  erection  of  which 
would  be  to  them  a  means  of  earning  a  better 
livelihood.  With  regard  to  land  for  settle- 
ment, and  reading,  that  is  a  matter  that 
interests  me  very  considerably.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Taranaki  said  that  it  was 
attempted  to  be  shown  that  there  were  1,891 
new  selectors :  if  he  would  only  read  the  para- 
graph again  he  would  see  that  they  are  new 
settlers  who  had  to  reside  on  or  improve 
their  holdings.  One  matter  in  connection 
with  land-settlement  I  think  could  be  well 
improved — that  would  be  to  extend  the  time 
from  four  to  seven  years  for  residence.  Another 
matter  is  that  I  think  artisans  and  small 
tradesmen  should  be  allowed  to  take  up  land 
for  their  children.  They  cannot  under  the 
present  system,  because  they  have  to  reside 
there.  They  would  make,  in  all  probability, 
very  bad  farmers,  but  are  very  good  artisans 
and  tradesmen,  and  they  are  able  to  make 
more  in  town  than  they  want  for  their  living, 
and  can  put  by,  probably,  £40  to  £50  to  improve 
their  holdings.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
in  taking  up  bush  land  no  one  gets  any 
return  for  four  years ;  and  this  kind  of  settle- 
ment should  be  encouraged  by  every  means  in 
our  power.  It  is  surely  better  to  have  the 
wilderness  reclaimed  even  though  it  is  not  re- 
sided on  for  the  period  I  have  mentioned,  after 
which  the  children  who  have  been  attending 
school  will  be  of  an  age  to  reside  on  the  land. 
I  should  like  to  point  out  what  the  Government 
have  done  in  connection  with  the  reading  and 
land-settlement.  They  constructed  last  year 
517  miles  of  dray-road,  and  have  maintained 
1,397  miles.  They  constructed  for  horse  traffic 
468  miles,  and  tney  maintained  647  miles; 
they  built  eighty  bridges,  all  over  30  ft.  spans  ; 
and  they  completed  surveys  and  engineering- 
work  for  521  miles  more.  Now,  Sir,  I  think, 
that  in  itself  is  a  record ;  and,  continuing  on  this 
land  for  settlement,  it  has  been  attempted  to  be 
shown  that  it  is  a  failure.  Now,  Sir,  I  think, 
in  my  district  I  have  as  many  special  settle- 
ments as  there  are  in  any  other  electorate 
in  the  colony  of  New  Zealand.  I  will  just 
give  you  a  few  of  them,  and  show  you  the  rea- 
son why  in  some  oases  they  appear  to  be 
failures.  I  think  I  have  twenty  special- settle- 
ment blocks,  and  in  connection  with  many  of 
these  blocks  the  settlers  are  anxious  to  get  to 
them,  but  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  them 
to  get  there  until  they  get  roads.  These 
settlers  would  have  the  land  at  any  price ;  you 
oould  not  prevent  them  taking  up  these  blocks ; 
they  would  have  them  :  and  consequently,  after 
three  or  four  years  they  found  that  roads  wero 
not  made,  and  therefore  they  oould  not  comply 
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with  the  regulations,  and  they  had  to  forfeit. 
Bat  not  one  of  these  sections  would  be  vacant 
— I  will  not  say  one  ;  none  of  any  use  would  be 
vacant  twenty-four  hours  if  they  could  be  got 
at  and  people  allowed  to  take  them  up.  So  it 
is  no\i  the  fault  of  the  settlers ;  it  is  not  in 
every  case,  or,  indeed,  in  many  cases,  the  fault 
of  the  land :  but  it  Is  the  want  of  roads  that 
causes  the  forfeitures.  I  should  like  to  have 
seen  some  mention  of  a  loan  to  be  raised  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  whole  of  these  roads. 
I  think,  in  my  electorate  it  would  take  at  the 
very  least  £100,000.  That  would  just  about 
make  the  roads  in  these  various  blocks,  and  I 
am  perfectly  certain  it  would  pay  the  colony  to 
do  it.  In  fact,  I  am  satisfied  it  would  pay 
them  to  borrow  £200,000,  if  required,  to  make 
these  roads  and  bridges.  We  nave  thousands 
and  thousands  of  acres  yet  to  be  settled  upon, 
and  the  people  cannot  get  to  them  for  the 
simple  reason  that  they  have  no  roads.  And  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  for  these  settlers  to 
make  their  roads  ;  it  is  also  absolutely  impos- 
sible for  the  local  bodies  to  make  the  roads — in 
fact,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter 
for  the  local  bodies  to  maintain  the  roads 
after  they  are  made,  for  some  considerable  time. 
The  income  derived  by  local  bodies  from  these 
roads  would  be  very  small  indeed.  I  may  tell 
honourable  members  that  the  district  in  which 
I  am  living  about  seven  years  ago  had  not 
one  single  mile  of  road,  nor,  indeed,  one  mile  of 
pack- track,  and  we  have  now  fifty- three  miles 
of  continuous  roads  in  which  we  can  drive  a 
buggy  in  the  summer -time.  This  has  been 
done  in  seven  years ;  and  that  is  independent 
of  the  by-roads.  The  local  body  had  pro- 
vided every  shilling  possible,  and  has  antici- 
pated every  year  the  amount  of  money  they 
can  borrow  for  making  roads,  because  we  know 
that  it  will  ultimately  pay,  and  the  land  is 
absolutely  worthless  without  roads.  There  is 
one  matter  I  should  like  to  see  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  do  in  connection  with  the 
loading  of  these  lands.  They  are  loaded 
for  the  purpose  of  roading.  I  contend  that 
it  is  a  very  proper  course  indeed,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  the  loading  and  the  **  thirds  " 
from  these  lands  devoted  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest and  providing  sinking  funds.  The  loading 
is  on  the  lands  held  in  lease  in  perpetuity  for 
999  years,  and  the  "  thirds  "  are  paio  for  fifteen 
years ;  so  that  I  think  it  would  well  pay  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  borrowed  money 
to  make  the  roads  ;  and  I  hope,  in  connection 
with  the  roading  of  the  lands,  that  the  unex- 
pended sums  on  the  estimates  of  last  year  will 
be  increased  considerably  this  year,  for  the 
purpose  of  helping  forward  this  very  desirable 
object.  Sir,  the  Department  of  Labour  I  do 
not  intend  to  speak  upon  to-night,  as  I  know 
there  is  a  Bill  shortly  to  come  before  the 
House,  and  I  shall  therefore  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  it  on  a  future  oc- 
casion. Now,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  valuers  who  have  been  appointed. 
It  has  been  called  bribery  and  corruption. 
But  why  have  we  heard  so  much  about  it  ?  I 
will  tell  you  something  about  that.  We  have 
Mr.  Syvies 


heard  a  very  great  deal  about  this  particalar 
subject  simply  because  the  valuers  in  the  past 
have  been  men  appointed  by  the  local  bodies. 
The  local  bodies  are  elected  by  the  landowners, 
and  these  valuers  have  to  please,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  landowner,  or  they  do  not  get  the 
work  again.  The  consequence  is  that  the  land 
has  been  valued  most  shamefully,  and  in  some 
cases  it  has  been  most  rascally  valued.  One 
case  in  particular  came  under  my  notice  a 
short  time  ago.  A  certain  man  asked  me  what 
I  thought  a  particular  place  was  worth.  Now, 
I  knew  that  place  very  well,  and  I  said,  **  Forty 
pounds  an  acre."  He  said,  *<Do  you  really 
think  it  is?*'  and  I  said.  '*  Yes."  He  then 
said  the  owner  would  not  take  £40  an  acre  lor 
it,  and  went  on  to  say,  "  Would  you  believe  it, 
it  is  valued  at  only  £6  an  acre?'*  Sir,  this 
was  valued  by  an  Oppositionist. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — Do  you  mean  to  say  it 
was  worth  £40  an  acre— for  grazing  or  what  ? 

Mr.  SYMES.->No  ;  it  was  a  fancy  spot. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— An  imaginary  valne. 

Mr.  SYMES.— No ;  it  was  the  value  he  could 
get  for  it  if  he  wished  to  sell  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Where  is  this  land  ? 

Mr.  SYMES.— It  is  in  my  district. 

Mr.  McQUIRE.— There  is  no  land  in  your 
district  of  that  value. 

Mr.  SYMES.— The  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  know  it,  and  he  thinks  he  knows  a 
great  deal  about  the  value  of  land,  but  he  has 
to  learn  a  lot  yet. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  thought  the  Stratfoid 
land  was  worth  £5  a  foot. 

Mr.  SYMES.— Some  of  it  is  worth  £17  a 
foot. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  has  increased  in  value 
since  you  commenced  to  represent  the  distriot. 

Mr.  SYMES.— Yes,  since  they  got  a  Liberal 
member  in.  Now,  there  is  one  matter  I  should 
like  to  see  the  Government  do  in  connection 
with  the  unimproved  value.  I  think  it  should 
be  made  mandatory  instead  of  optional,  beoauae 
I  have  seen  so  many  cases  of  people  buying  land 
and  holding  it  for  speculative  purposes.  I  think 
that  is  the  reason  why  the  honourable  member 
for  Haw  era  does  not  think  so  much  ol  the 
value  of  the  land.  Then,  we  heard  a  great  deal 
about  forestry.  The  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki,  who  knows,  I  think,  as  much  abont 
the  value  of  timber  as  any  man  in  this  House,, 
has  deplored  the  wholesale  slaughter  or  denud- 
ing of  our  forests.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
land  in  my  district  that  is  worth  more  than 
about  £5  per  acre  for  timber  for  sawmUling 
purposes.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows  ^uite  well  that  the  timber- trees  are  never 
felled  with  the  ordinary  bush.    He  said  it  would 

«  Q  be  no  use  after  being  logged  up  for  one 
year.  Possibly  that  may  be  so ;  but  he 
must  know  this :  that  where  the  bush  has  bean 
felled  for  seven,  eight,  or  even  nine  years  the 
sawmillers  are  now  getting  timber  from  that 
ground. 

Mr.  BROWN.— It  is  only  an  exceptional  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  SYMES.— That  is  not  so  ;  it  is  universal. 
The  only  exceptional  instance  is  where    the 
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unfofrfciinateB  are  too  far  back,  and  it  will  not 
pay  (he  sawmiUers  to  go  there  to  get  it.  Now, 
this  same  land,  when  cleared  and  grassed — and 
the  iimber-trees  which  are  left  standing  can  be 
out  and  taken  away  at  anv  time — will  carry 
from  two  to  three  sheep  to  the  acre,  and  if  the 
land  is  valaed  at  £10  an  acre  it  does  not  take 
long  to  recoup  that  £10  when  it  can  carry  from 
two  to  three  sheep  to  the  acre.  I  know  my 
neighbours  have  had  their  bash  felled  for  the 
last  seven  years,  and  now  the  sawmiUers  are 
just  going  there,  because  there  are  decent 
roads  to  enable  them  to  get  the  logs  off  the 
land.  The  trees  are  standing  there,  and  they 
have  neyer  been  burned;  they  are  as  clean 
as  though  the  bush  had  never  been  felled.  The 
■awmillers  do  not  like  them,  as  they  are  sea- 
soned, and  only  the  heart  timber  left,  and  the 
■awmillers  like  to  cut  the  whole  tree  up  and 
oall  it  all  first  class,  sap  and  all ;  and  then  green 
trees  oot  much  easier  and  give  more  timber, 
and  that  is  why  they  do  not  like  the  seasoned 
trees,  as  the  green  ones  are  all  cut  up  into  first- 
olass  timber,  for  which  they  charge  10s.  a  hun- 
dred. They  get  good  prices  for  i(,  and  certainly 
should  be  able  to  give  us  good  timber.  The 
hononrable  gentleman  also  gave  us  a  very 
giaphio  description  of  the  convicts  carrying 
rails,  I  think,  in  New  South  Wales.  He  said 
— I  tiiink  he  heard  somebody  at  Exeter  Hall, 
or  somewhere  in  England,  say — that  these  un- 
fortonato  men  had  to  endure  great  hardships 
in  having  to  carry  rails  or  balks  of  timber. 
Bat  then  they  had  good  roads  to  do  it  on.  How 
mnoh  harder  must  it  be  for  settlers  to  get  their 
logs  oufe  of  the  bush  where  they  hi^ve  no  roads  1 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  know  that 
they  are  getting  them  out  of  the  bush  now. 
They  are  dragging  them  out  of  the  bush  and 
throngh  the  mud  every  day. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — They  only  want  to  get 
near  a  sawmill. 

Mr.  8YMES.— That  is  so.  They  will  always 
find  a  way  to  get  the  logs  out  if  they  can  only 
sell  them  when  got  out.  There  is  no  fear 
about  that.  In  connection  with  the  frosen- 
meat  industry,  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  waxed  very 
warm  the  other  night  at  the  very  idea  of  spend- 
ing £2,666  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  the 
frosen-meat  industry — that  is,  by  giving  this 
sum  to  the  Thames  Dock  Company.  He  said 
that  the  merchants  did  not  want  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  after  their  business,  nor  did  they 
want  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
purchases.  It  is  not  the  merchants  that  the 
Government  are  thinking  about.  They  have 
never  taken  them  into  consideration.  They  do 
not  care  twopence  about  those  people.  But  it  is 
the  people  who  are  producing  the  meat  they  are 
thinking  about ;  and  they  are  right  to  do  so. 
They  are  the  backbone  and  sinew  of  the 
country,  and  they  are  trying  all  they  possibly 
can  to  help  them.  Then,  as  to  the  reduction 
of  freights,  I  believe  that  we  should  have  had 
a  reduction  of  freights,  and  a  really  substantial 
one,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  action  of  the  Wool 
Freights  Committee,  that  was  started  for  the 
purpose  of  helping  the  wool-growers  only ;  and 


they  have  to  a  very  great  extent  interfered 
with  our  dairy-produce  and  frozen-meat  in- 
dustry by  trying  to  get  the  cargoes  concentrated. 
It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind.  If  such  a  thing  is  ever  done  you 
must  kill  the  whole  of  the  smaller  ports; 
there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  Now,  in  the 
case  of  the  Port  of  Waitara,  which  may 
be  thought  a  very  tinpot  place,  when  I  tell 
honourable  members  that  it  shipped  as  much 
frozen  beef  as  the  whole  colony  put  together 
last  year  I  do  not  think  they  will  say  it  is  such 
a  tinpot  place  after  all. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — How   much  did    they 
ship? 

Mr.  SYMB&--Over  1,000,000  lb.  of  beef  last 
year. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — And  mutton  ? 

Mr.  SYMES.— They  shipped  a  good  deal  of 
mutton  too.  There  is  another  matter  which 
has  not  been  mentioned  by  any  honourable 
gentleman — that  is,  as  to  auditors.  I  should 
like  to  see  them  State  officials.  I  should  like 
to  see  every  auditor  in  New  Zealand  under  the 
control  of  the  State.  We  constantly  hear  of 
various  clubs  being  fleeced,  and  having  the 
whole  of  their  money  taken  from  them,  for 
want  of  proper  supervision.  I  should  also 
like  to  see  the  Government  encourage  by 
every  legitimate  means  and  in  every  pos- 
sible way  the  Volunteers  of  the  colony, 
and  also  the  rifle- clubs.  I  would  like  the 
Defence  Minister,  if  he  possibly  can,  to  supply 
ammunition  to  the  rifle-clubs  free  of  cost,  for  if 
ever  we  have  to  defend  our  shores  I  believe  our 
Volunteers  and  riflemen  will  be  the  men  who 
will  do  it  a  great  deal  more  efieotively  than  the 
big  guns  at  the  forts.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  a  very  heavy  item  to  supply  rifle-clubs  with 
ammunition,  and  I  hope  the  Defence  Minister 
will  be  able  to  see  his  way  to  do  something  in 
that  direction.  Another  useful  body  are  the 
volunteer  fire  brigades.  This  is  one  of  the 
volunteer  corps  that  should  be  helped  in  every 
possible  way.  They  not  only  save  property, 
but  they  save  life,  and  often  at  great  personal 
risk;  cknd,  in  addition  to  encouraging  them 
in  every  possible  way,  I  think  they  should 
be  allowed  to  travel  to  their  demonstra- 
tions free  on  the  railways.  I  believe,  if 
such  a  concession  as  that  were  granted  they 
would  look  upon  it  as  a  very  great  boon, 
and  it  certainly  would  be  a  very  great  help  to 
them,  and  a  very  small  concession  to  grant 
when  compared  with  their  usefulness.  I  did 
not  intend  taking  up  all  this  time,  I  thought 
I  would  have  been  about  half  an  hour ;  but  I 
find  it  impossible,  like  other  honourable  mem- 
bers, to  get  through  in  the  time.  I  had  several 
other  matters  which  I  should  like  to  have 
mentioned,  but  I  will  leave  them  for  some 
future  occasion. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  wish.  Sir,  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down  stated  that  I  misquoted 
paragraphs  which  I  read  from  the  Financial 
Statement  or  the  Budget.  I  most  emphati- 
cally deny  that  I  misquoted  anything  I  read. 
I  read  the  full   sentence  in  every  case.    Of 
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course,  I  did  not  read  the  Statement  from 
beginning  to  end  ;  it  would  be  too  long. 

Debate  adjouroed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday^  28th  October,  1897. 


Debts  Recovery  Limitation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

P&ATBBS. 

DEBTS  BEOOVERY  LIMITATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  W.  0.  WALKER.— Sir,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  must  state  at 
once  it  is  a  Bill  that  will  no  doubt  be  referred 
by  the  Oounoil  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Com- 
mittee, and  there  it  will  be  carefully  looked 
into  and  reported  on.  There  are  two  questions 
involved  in  this  Bill.  The  first  is  clause  2, 
which  proposes  to  shorten  the  time  by  which, 
under  an  old  statute  of  James  I.,  all  actions  for 
debt  have  to  be  brought  within  six  years  after 
they  become  due,  except  in  certain  cases — that 
is,  debts  which  are  founded  on  a  judgment 
of  the  Court  or  on  a  deed  of  agreement ;  and 
these  actions  have  a  period  of  currency  of 
twenty  years  after  becoming  due.  With  the 
exception  of  these  debts— what  are  called  spe- 
ciality debts — six  years  under  the  statute 
of  James  I.  is  the  period  during  which  these 
debts  are  recoverable.  Well,  I  think  it  will 
be  reasonably  admitted  that  six  years  is  too 
long  a  time  for  these  unknown  obligations 
to  be  recoverable.  It  would  be  veiy  much  in 
the  interests  of  both  debtor  and  creditor  if  we 
had  a  shorter  period  allowed  by  law  for  the  re- 
covery of  these  debts,  and  this  Bill  proposes  to 
reduce  the  time  of  six  years  to  two.  I  trust 
the  Council  will  consider  this  a  reasonable  pro- 
posal, and  will  amend  the  law  in  a  direction 
which  is  highly  desirable.  The  8td  clause  of 
the  Bill  is  an  attempt  to  solve  one  of  the  most 
difficult  matters  between  man  and  man  that 
we  have  to  solve,  cmd  one  which  our  modem 
habits  of  civilisation  have  involved  us  in  as 
matter  of  course  and  custom.  How  far  the 
Courts  should  remain  the  medium  for  the  re- 
covery of  debt  is  certainly  a  question  seriously 
to  be  considered.  The  Courts  are  set  up,  among 
other  duties,  for  the  recovery  of  debts  and  the 
enforcement  of  obligations;  but  stUl,  at  the 
same  time,  there  Is  a  very  large  amount  of  in- 
justice and  hardship  involved  in  the  too  frequent 
use  of  our  Courts  for  this  purpose.  Attention 
has  been  called  lately  in  the  public  Press  to 
another  subject  connected  with  this,  in  relation 
to  which  one  of  our  principal  Official  Assignees 
gives  his  opinion  that  the  present  process 
really  tends  to  create  bankruptcy,  and  to  render 
the  position  of  persons  who  get  into  merely 
temporary  difficulties  almost  irrecoverable. 
In  the  same  direction,  it  is  a  matter  for  con- 
Ifr.  Brown 


sideration  whether  our  Courts  should  be  uaed, 
as  they  are  too  frequently  now,  for  the  prin- 
cipal purpose  of  enabling  creditors  to  oollect 
debts,  leaving  out  many  other  principles  in- 
volved. Too  often,  I  cun  afraid,  they  are  used 
in  an  unjustifiable  manner  for  that  purpose, 
and  it  is  in  that  direction  that  clause  3  is 
intended  to  act.  The  amount  specified  in  the 
Bill  below  which  no  recovery  by  law  is  to  be 
enforced  is  £20 ;  but  if  the  principle  that  ajiy 
minimum  amount  of  debts  recoverable  by  law 
is  accepted,  it  is  purely  a  question  of  amount. 
At  all  events,  if  the  principle  of  the  Bill  be 
adopted,  it  may  fairly  be  referred  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee.  I  trust  the 
Council  will  agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  allow  it  to  go  to  that  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  in  common 
with  most  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  I 
have  looked  forward  with  some  interest  to  hear 
the  reasons  for  which  this  measure  has  been 
introduced,  but  I  have  been  extremely  disap- 
pointed in  listening  to  the  reasons  which  have 
been  given  to  us  for  a  measure  which,  small  as 
it  seems,  is  yet  one  of  the  most  important  we 
can  deal  with.  It  proposes.  Sir,  to  upset  the 
whole  foundation  on  which  is  built  up  the  trade 
of  this  country.  If  this  Bill  passes  into  law  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  a  most  serious  blow 
will  have  been  struck  at  the  prosperity  of 
the  commerce  of  this  country.  It  will  afieet 
every  class  in  the  community,  although,  of 
course,  it  appears  only  to  affect  two  dasaee, 
but  those  two  classes  comprise  nearly  tiie 
whole  community  —  those  who  give  credit 
and  those  who  take  credit.  The  roaaons 
given  to  us  for  the  proposal  contained  in  the 
2nd  clause,  by  which  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions is  altered  from  six  years  to  two  years, 
come  to  this :  we  are  told  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  it  is  introduced  in  the 
interests  of  debtors  and  creditors.  How  it  will 
affect  beneficially  the  interests  of  those  two 
classes  he  did  not  condescend  to  tell  us.  That 
the  laws  of  a  civilised  country  should  enaUe 
debts  to  be  recovered  from  those  who  owe  them, 
and  contracts  to  be  enforced,  is  the  principie 
on  which  all  our  commerce  is  founded.  All 
our  relations  in  life,  I  may  say,  are  founded 
on  this  principle;  although  it  might  be 
a  matter  of  policy  that  debts  should  be 
recovered,  if  possible,  while  evidence  is  easily 
obtainable,  so  that  the  right  and  wrong  of 
aUy  claim  might  be  inquired  into.  The  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  has  fixed  the  time  beyond 
which  the  Courts  should  not  be  used  for  the 
recovery  of  debts  at  six  years.  This  Bill  pro- 
poses to  limit  the  time  'to  two  years  ;  but,  as  I 
have  said,  we  have  not  been  told — there  has  not 
been  even  a  hint — of  any  reason  for  the  altera- 
tion. Those  of  us  who  have  been  engaged  in 
business  know  perfectly  well  that  no  honest 
man  even  now  pleads  the  statute  of  limitations 
as  the  only  reason  for  not  paying  a  debt,  and  \\ 
seems  to  me  that  the  endeavour  to  limit  the 
time  to  two  years  is  a  direct  encouragement 
to  repudiation  of  debt  by  dishonest  persons. 
Then  clause  3  is  still  more  calculated  to  npeet 
trade  and  commerce.    It  directs  that  debts 
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below  £30  shall  not  be  recoverable  by  law.    We 
bare  been  told  the  Bill  was  introdnced  mainly 
—that  was  the  only  reason  given  to  ns—be- 
eaose  some  newspaper,  whose  ncune  we  were 
not   told,    stated    that    the    Gonrte    are    too 
maeh  need  as  a  medium  for  tbe  recovery  of 
debts.    Well,  what  are  the  Courts  for?    The 
insistance  on  honesty  between  man  and  man  is 
one  of  the  chief  functions  of  our  legal  system, 
and  the  process  of  law  is  properly  resorted  to 
wben  debtors  refuse  or  neglect  for  too  long  to 
pay  debts  really  owing.    Our  mercantile  system 
is  founded  on  credit;  and  why  this  system 
should  be  so  gratuitously  interfered  with  we 
have  had  no  reason  given.    The  trader  at  pre- 
sent is  not  obliged  to  give  credit.    It  is  quite 
St  his  option  whether  he  gives  credit  or  not. 
The  traders   themselves  have  not   asked    for 
the  measure ;   it  is  not  even  asserted  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  that  is  so.    Then, 
are    we    to     suppose    that    that    class    who 
are  in   the    habit  of    asking    for  credit  and 
obtaining    it    have    demanded   it?    None    of 
us,    I    think,    can    say    that    any    of    them 
have  made  such  a  demand.    If  this  proposal 
should  pass  into  law,  the  result  to  many  poor 
people  would  be  simply  disastrous.    We  have 
experience  of  the  way  in  which  poor  people  are 
frequently  tided  over  a  time  of  difficult;  by  the 
little  credit  they  get.    We  know  that  on  the 
mines — the  gold-mines  and  the  gum-fields  in  the 
North  and  the  gold-mines  in  the  South— credit 
has  enabled  many  people  to  live,  and  without 
the  assistance  of  tbe  law  in  recovering  debts 
the  system  of  credit,  now  so  usefully  employed, 
would,    no    doubt,    be   so    sorely  discouraged 
that  it  would  be  vnth  very  great  difficulty  that 
any  poor  person  could  obtain  any  credit  at  all. 
There  is  not  one  of  us  who  is  not  obliged  at 
times  to  take  credit  as  a  matter  of  convenience, 
although  we  may  be  in  possession  of  plenty  of 
funds  by  which  we  could  pay  for  the  goods  re- 
quired.   But  if  this  Bill  passes  into  law,  I  sup- 
pose what  is  expected  to  follow  would  be  that 
DO  credit  for  small  sums  would  be  given.    But 
why  should  it  be  confined  to  small  sums  ?    If 
the  principle  is  good,  and  if  credit  ought  to 
be  discouraged,  why  try  to  limit  it  to  £20  ? 
Whatever  is  true  in  the  argument  for  passing 
this  proposed  measure  with  regard  to  small 
debts  must  be  also  true  with  regard  to  larger 
oDes.    It    appears    to   me.  Sir,  that  this    is 
another  instance  of  grandmotherly  interference 
between  man  and  man.    It  is  not  demanded  by 
the  public.     It  cannot  fail  of  being  mischievous 
in  its  results  if  we  pass  it,  and  I  move,  there- 
fore. That  this  Bill  be  read  the  second  time  this 
day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Sir,  I  must 
Bay  that  I  entirely  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  last  spoke.  This  Bill  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  very  dangerous  experiment.  It 
is  not  designed  for  the  purpose  of  making 
people  honest,  but  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them  dishonest ;  and,  if  it  is  a  good  Bill,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  should  like  to  know  why 
it  merely  affects  the  shopkeeper  and  not  the 
banks,  the  money-lenders,  the  doctors,  the 
lawyers,   the   labourers,    and    so    on.     Why 


should  the  poor  shopkeeper,  who  is  only  too 
anxious  to  get  his  money  so  as  to  meet  his 
own  engagements,  and  gives  credit  because 
people  desire  it  for  the  time  being,  and  be- 
cause he  is  generous  and  humane  enough, 
in  many  instances,  thereby  keeping  people 
from  starvation, — why  should  he,  I  say,  be 
singled  out  in  this  way  and  precluded 
from  obtaining  payment  of  his  just  claims? 
Surely,  that  is  going  iJ together  too  far.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  a  just  measure.  On 
the  contrary,  by  passing  it  we  shall  be  edu- 
cating people  to  become  dishonest,  instead 
of  being  honest.  We  are  asked  to  pass  a  law 
which  would  prevent  people  from  having  the 
opportunity  of  getting  that  credit  which  they 
should  have.  The  honourable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  says  the  Court  should  not 
be  made  a  medium  for  collecting  moneys.  But 
why  should  there  be  any  distinction  made 
between  shopkeepers  and  any  other  persons? 
Surely  they  pay  rates  and  taxes,  and  are  liable 
to  all  the  exactions  which  the  colony  has  made 
upon  them.  Why,  then,  should  the  Courts  be 
dosed  against  them  if  they  are  to  remain  open 
to  other  people?  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see 
where  the  justice  of  this  thing  comes  in.  With 
regard  to  clause  2, 1  am  not  so  strongly  against 
that  clause  as  I  am  against  clause  3,  and  I 
think  that  two  years  would  almost  be  sufficient 
time  to  give  for  a  person  to  pay  a  debt.  With 
regard  to  clause  8,  I  certainly  strongly  object 
to  it,  and  my  intention  is  to  support  the 
honourable  gentleman's  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Sir,  I  am  no 
blind  worshipper  of  the  wisdom  of  our  ances- 
tors, but  I  certainly  wish  to  hear  some  stronger 
reasons  given  for  altering  the  limitation  for  the 
recovery  of  debts  than  that  given  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  He  tells  us  it  is  desirable. 
Well,  if  tbe  honourable  gentleman  representing 
the  Government  tells  us  that  such  a  thing  is 
desirable,  I  think  he  ought  to  give  us  some  very 
good  reasons  for  the  change  that  he  proposes  in 
the  law.  I  do  not  view  this  Bill  with  anything 
like  feelings  of  alarm,  for  I  think  it  is  a  most 
innocent  Bill,  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  completely  inoperative.  I  do  not 
think  it  requires  the  genius  of  a  Daniel  O'Connell 
to  drive  a  coach- and-six  through  it.  Why, 
in  the  2nd  clause  there  is  a  means  provided 
already  for  getting  out  of  the  difficulty,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  ingenuity  of  people  in  busi- 
ness will  hit  upon  several  other  methods  for 
conducing  to  the  same  end.  I  think  the  .3rd 
clause  is  not  only  cruel  but  foolish  also.  What 
will  be  the  result  of  the  operation  of  that 
clause  ?  In  the  case  of  bankruptcy  of  a  debtor, 
for  instance,  the  money  which  ought  to  go  into 
the  pockets  of  the  small  man  would  just  go  to 
swell  the  dividend  of  the  big  mckn— that  is  to 
say,  the  creditor  for  a  larger  amount  than  £20. 
Most  certainly  that  would  be  the  result.  I 
think  it  is  a  most  risky  thing  to  meddle  with 
credit  in  any  shape  or  form.  If  you  attack  it 
at  either  end,  or  in  the  middle,  or  along  the 
whole  line,  you  are  going  against  necessity. 
There  must  be  credit.     What  would  become 


Digitized  by 


Google 


258 


Debts  Recovery 


[COUNCIL.]        Limitation  Bill.         [Oct.  2» 


of  this  country,  what  would  become  of  the 
Mother- country,  or  of  the  British  Empire  itself, 
if  you  were  ever  to  seriously  interfere  with  the 
system  of  credit  ?  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  abolish  the  credit  system 
altogether,  well,  that  would  have  been  some- 
thing fair  all  round.  This  is  anything  but  fair, 
and  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  interfering 
with  the  six  years'  limit  at  all  in  cmy  case.  I 
have  never  heard  any  objections  urged  against 
it.  It  may  appear  undesirable  to  some  people, 
but  I  will  venture  to  say  there  are  more  people 
who  would  be  in  favour  of  its  retention  than 
of  its  abolition.  I  certainly  could  not  vote  for 
this  Bill.  The  Srd  clause  would  fasten  a  dis- 
ability on  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— I  do  not  think 
my  honourable  iriend  thought  that  the  founda- 
tions of  society  would  be  shaken  by  this  Bill. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  would  have  some 
good  effect. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  L.  WALKER.— We  cannot 
hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— 1  say  I  do  not 
think  the  foundations  of  society  would  be  shaken 
very  much  by  this  Bill  even  if  we  passed  it.  I 
remember  reading  of  the  saying  of  a  celebrated 
Judge  who,  when  it  was  proposed  to  do  away 
with  hanging  for  sheep- stealing,  warned  the 
Legislature  of  the  enormity  of  the  proposal — 
that  if  hanging  for  sheep-stealing  were  done 
away  with  the  whole  structure  of  society  in 
England  would  be  shaken  to  its  very  foun- 
dations. However,  the  punishment  of  hanging 
for  the  offence  of  sheep* stealing  was  done  away 
with,  and  it  did  not  have  the  effect  that  was 
predicted,  except  that  fewer  sheep  were 
stolen,  and  certainly  that  fewer  people  were 
banged.  Now,  with  regard  to  this  Bill, 
surely  most  reasonable  people  would  agree 
with  the  recovery  of  debts  being  limited  to 
two  years.  The  limit  is  now  six  years,  and 
if  a  person  does  not  recover  within  six  years 
a  debt  owing  to  him  he  runs  a  great  risk  of 
not  getting  his  money.  But  in  case  of  contra 
accounts  and  long- running  retail  claims,  is 
it  not  very  desirable  that  these  matters  should 
be  dealt  with  and  decided  within  two  years, 
when  evidence  in  case  of  dispute  could  be  ob- 
tainable? It  will  have  the  effect  to  make  the 
feople  who  give  credit  exercise  more  vigilance, 
t  is  the  law  now  with  regard  to  rates.  Unless 
the  local  bodies  take  action  within  two  years 
they  cannot  recover.  Why  private  people 
should  be  in  a  better  position  than  the  local 
bodies  I  cannot  see  at  all.  Therefore,  I  think 
a  change  in  that  direction  is  quite  proper.  It 
is  a  good  maxim  to  follow  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors.  No  doubt  they  were  very  wise ; 
but,  still,  we  have  all  their  wisdom  as  well  as 
our  own  experience  to  guide  us,  and  I  think 
we  are  better  able  to  judge  than  they  were 
as  to  what  is  the  best  course  to  take  with 
regard  to  the  recovery  of  small  debts.  Then, 
with  regard  to  not  giving  power  to  recover 
debts  under  £20  in  the  Courts,  that  opens 
a  very  large  question,  and  it  is  a  matter  that  is 
susceptible  of  a  great  deal  of  argument  on  both 
sides.  I  think,  if  there  ought  to  be  a  limit  it 
Hon,  Mr.  Scotland 


should  be  put  down  at  £10.  I  have  aeeo  so- 
very  many  cases  of  hardship  in  the  Courts  in 
connection  with  the  recovery  of  small  dehts 
that  I  certainly  feel  inclined  to  abolish  it  alto- 
gether.  It  is  not  altogether  impossible,  but 
that  the  creditor  has  been  a  consenting  party, 
and  probably  he  induced  the  unfortunate  debtor 
to  take  goods  on  credit  on  the  plea  that  he  will 
not  enforce  payment  at  an  early  date,  and  the 
account  runs  on  until  it  gets  to  a  complicated 
stage,  being  kept  running,  perhaps,  for  two  or 
three  years.  Then,  instead  of  going  himself 
to  the  Court,  he  employs  a  lawyer,  and  so- 
expense  is  added  on  till  the  poor  debtor  is 
absolutely  crushed.  I  think  this  should  be 
put  an  end  to.  The  business  of  the  country 
will  not  be  revolutionised.  It  will  not  affect 
general  credit  at  all.  It  will  simply  be  the 
means  of  bringing  about  cash  payments  of 
small  amounts — nothing  more  nor  leas  than 
that.  As  to  its  having  the  effect  of  abolishing  the 
present  credit  system  of  trade  and  business^ 
that  is  simply  nonsense.  Millions  have  been 
and  will  be  lent  and  borrowed  on  credit  for  all 
time  to  oome  —  in  fact,  the  business  of  the 
country  is  carried  on  mainly  by  credit,  not  by 
cash,  of  which  there  is  a  very  small  amount,, 
except  in  the  transactions  of  retail  traders.  I 
think  it  is  necessary  this  whole  system  should 
be  revised.  I  have  seen  some  cruel  instances 
of  the  present  system.  It  is  the  poor,  the  very 
poor  that  suffer,  and  these  I  think  ought  to  be 
protected  by  the  Legislature.  As  this  Bill  is 
going  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  I 
will  not  say  anything  more  about  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — It  will  not  go. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  go  or  not.  I  think  it  ought 
to  go  in  order  that  any  defects  it  may  oontain 
may  be  remedied. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— I  have  listened  to  the 
discussion  on  this  Bill  with  some  considerable 
interest.  I  have  nothing  much  to  say  against 
the  2nd  section,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall 
not  oppose  the  second  reading.  But,  with  re- 
gard to  the  3rd  clause,  I  very  much  question 
if  any  good  result  will  accrue  to  society.  It- 
appears  to  me  it  would  not  only  have  the 
tendency,  in  the  first  place,  to  limit  credit,  but 
it  would  also  have  the  tendency  for  a  man  to 
be  induced  to  accept  more  credit  than  he 
wanted  in  order  to  bring  him  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law.  Supposing  a  man's  debt  had 
accumulated  until  it  was  £15  or  £18,  it  would 
be  in  the  interests  of  the  creditor  to  induce  him 
to  take  two  or  three  pounds'  worth  of  goods  more 
in  order  to  make  uie  debt  a  recoverable  one. 
It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  in  both  ways 
it  would  be  injurious  to  the  small  men.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  says  that  the  limitation  of  credit 
might  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  poor  men,  be- 
cause it  would  induce  more  cash  payments ;  but  I 
would  just  like  to  point  out  that  the  insecurity 
of  employment,  which  is  now  a  great  factor  in 
our  social  life,  frequently  prohibits  the  poor  man 
from  paying  cash  for  his  goods,  and  in  that  way 
it  appears  to  me  it  would  be  a  hardship  on  the 
poorer  classes.  I  do  not  see  any  reason,  how- 
ever, why  we  should  not  pass  the  second  reading 
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of  the  Bill,  and  deal  with  the  2nd  clause,  whiob, 
I  think,  might  very  properly  be  passed. 

An  Hon.  MsMBSB. — ^The  principle  is. in  the 
Sid  clause. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT.— I  do  not  know  that. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  principle  is  in  the 
8rd  clause.  I  rather  think  there  is  a  prin- 
ciple in  both  the  2nd  and  the  3rd  clauses.  My 
own  impression  is  the  alteration  of  the  limit 
of  time  for  the  recovery  of  debts  from  six  to 
three  years  would  be  a  very  good  one.  I  do  not 
aeo  any  object  in  allowing  debts  to  lie  for  six 
years  without  some  method  of  determining 
them— either  write  them  off  as  bad  debts  or 
recover  them.  Therefore  I  think  three  years 
would  be  sufficient  time  to  allow  for  their 
recovery.  With  the  view  of  having  the  period 
reduced  from  six  years  to  two  or  three  I  shall 
vote  for  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ARKWRIGHT.— I  am  always 
unwilling  to  oppose  a  Bill  brought  in  by  my 
honourable  friend  who  represents  the  Govern- 
ment, but  on  this  occasion  my  reluctance  is 
rather  removed  by  the  manner  in  which  be 
introduced  it.  Those  who  listened  to  his 
remarks  must  have  felt  they  were  not  exactly 
those  of  an  enthusiast.  If  he  had  brought 
the  Bill  before  us  like  a  parent  introducing  a 
favourite  child  to  the  world  I  should  have  felt 
very  reluctant  to  oppose  him ;  but  really,  Sir, 
that  was  not  his  manner  at  all.  It  was  rather 
that  of  a  man  who  has  a  child  given  him 
to  introduce  into  the  world  and  does  not  much 
care  what  becomes  of  him.  He  does  his  duty 
in  launching  him  into  the  world,  and  lets  him 
take  his  chance.  I  shall  certainly  vote  against 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  which,  I  think, 
is  one  of  the  most  mischievous  Bills  I  have 
ever  seen  introduced  into  the  Legislature.  As 
regards  the  first  part,  limiting  the  time  for 
recovery  of  debts,  1  do  not  see  very  much  harm 
in  that.  I  have  never  heard  any  complaint 
against  the  present  system.  At  the  same  time, 
the  period  fixed  by  the  statute  of  James  I.  is 
purely  arbitrary,  and  I  dare  say  two  years  will 
do  just  as  well  as  six.  But,  with  regard  to  the 
clause  limiting  the  amount  for  which  an  action 
may  be  brought  for  recovery  of  a  debt,  that  is 
quite  a  different  matter.  As  I  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman,  the  onlv  reason  he  gave 
us  in  favour  of  this  clause  is  that  a  great  deal 
too  much  work  is  thrown  on  the  Courts.  He 
says  too  much  of  their  time  is  taken  up  in 
recovering  small  debts.  I  know  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  their  time  given  to  that,  and  I  know  a 
great  deal  of  needless  expense  is  inflicted  not 
only  on  the  debtor  but  also  on  the  creditor 
in  these  Courts.  I  think  these  are  excellent 
reasons  for  reforming  the  procedure  in  these 
Courts— making  it  simpler  and  .cheaper.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  deals  with  it  in 
quite  a  different  way.  There  is  a  charming 
simplicity  about  his  process.  He  calmly  says, 
"  Let  us  do  away  with  these  suits  altogether. 
No  matter  what  inconvenience  you  may  put 
people  to,  or  how  important  these  little  suits 
may  be  to  them,  let  us  sweep  them  away 
altogether,  and  then  we  shall  relieve  the  Courts 
of  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  work  thrown  upon 


them.'*  That  is  a  very  easy  way  out  of  it.  Of 
course,  the  other  way  of  reforming  and  simplify- 
ing the  procedure  would  be  much  more  diffi- 
cult. It  would  not  be  easy  in  itself :  it  would 
probably  throw  some  extra  expense  on  the 
public,  and,  of  course,  a  measure  for  the  sim- 
plification and  cheapening  of  the  law  would 
De  met  with  the  unanimous  resistance  of  the 
whole  of  the  legal  profession.  But  that  is 
no  reason  for  cutting  the  Gordian  knot  in 
this  fashion.  That  is  the  only  argument 
my  honourable  friend  gave  us  for  passing 
this  Bill ;  but  I  have  seen  several  other  rea- 
sons in  the  public  prints,  one  being  that  it 
would  strike  a  blow  at  the  present  system  of 
giving  credit.  I  dare  say  that  system  is  abused, 
and  I  dare  say  that  credit  is  often  given  and 
obtained  too  easily,  but  I  am  by  no  means 
prepared  to  say  it  is  an  injurious  system  on 
the  whole ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  is  very 
beneficial,  especially  to  the  poorer  classes.  At 
any  rate,  I  do  not  believe  for  one  moment,  if 
you  were  to  pass  this  Bill,  you  would  prevent 
credit  being  given.  I  believe  it  is  the  law  at 
present  that  no  gambling  debt  can  be  recovered 
m  a  Court  ol  law ;  but  that  does  not  prevent 
gambling  and  \)etting  going  on  on  credit,  and 
it  would  not  prevent  tradesmen  from  giving 
credit  if  this  Bill  was  passed.  But  it  would 
inflict  hardship  on  working-men  in  many  cases. 
It  would  inflict  hardship  on  a  man  who  had 
just  come  into  a  place,  and  was  a  stranger 
flknd  unknown  to  tradesmen.  He  would  find 
it  difficult  to  get  credit,  and  in  many  oases  he 
would  be  driven  to  the  money-lender  to  get 
credit.  Honourable  members  will  see  that  it 
does  not  interfere  with  the  usurer  or  money- 
lender— he  may  lend  money  in  small  sums  and 
sue  for  it ;  it  is  onlv  the  tradesman  who  is  not 
allowed  to  have  redress  in  the  law-courts.  As- 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  opposite  said,  What  are 
our  Courts  of  law  for,  except  to  enforce  con- 
tracts— to  compel  people  who  enter  of  their  own 
free-will  into  legal  contracts  to  carry  them  out  ?' 
It  matters  not  whether  the  contract  is  a  large 
or  small  one.  If  this  principle  is  admitted,  I  do 
not  see  why  you  should  draw  the  line  anywhere. 
These  matters  may  seem  small  to  us,  but  the 
tradesman  who  sells  a  few  pounds'  worth  of 
goods  will  not  say  it  is  a  small  matter  to  him, 
and  he  has  as  much  right  to  get  redress  in  a- 
Court  of  law  as  the  man  who  has  lent  several 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  pounds.  I  do  not 
understand  the  object,— I  will  not  sav  of  my 
honourable  friend,  because  I  do  not  tnink  the 
measure  is  his,- but  of  the  Government  in 
bringing  in  the  Bill.  I  am  sorry  it  has  been 
introduced,  because  I  am  a  well-wisher  of  the 
present  Government.  I  am  glad  when  I  see 
them  bring  in  useful  and  popular  measures, 
but  when  they  bring  in  a  Bill  of  this  sort  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  are  going  out  of  their 
way  to  make  themselves  unpopular  and  ridicu- 
louR. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH.— Sir,  this  Bill  opens 
up  a  large  question,  and  it  allows  the  Coun- 
cil an  opportunity  of  giving  their  opinions 
on  the  question  of  credit  versim  no  credit. 
With  reference  to  the  most  important  clause,. 
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Ko.  8,  it  provides  a  limit  of  £20,  under  which 
no  credit  oan  be  given.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  strike  out  the  words  **  twenty 
pounds,*'  and,  if  we  have  a  Bill  at  all,  we 
should  have  one  to  stop  credit  entirely.  That 
is  a  broad  principle,  and  it  is  a  principle  for 
which  something  might  be  said  on  both  sides. 
So  far,  most  of  the  argument  has  been  on 
ihe  s^de  of  giving  credit.  Having  been  in 
businesR  for  some  years,  I  should  like  to  say 
something  on  the  other  side,  and  I  would 
ask,  What  does  the  credit  system  mean?  It 
means  that  every  working-man,  and  every 
other  man,  pays  10  or  20  per  cent,  more  for  his 
goods  than  he  otherwise  would.  Take  any 
tradesman  who  has  a  credit  system,  and  you 
will  find  the  enormous  expense  of  entering  up 
iirst  in  his  day-book  and  then  in  the  ledger ; 
then  there  is  the  issue  of  accounts,  the  post- 
age-stamps, and  the  sending-round  of  the  bills, 
besides  the  loss  of  interest  on  his  money.  The 
result  is  that,  when  he  comes  to  calculate  his 
position  at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  finds  that  in 
a  business  of,  say,  £20,000  he  has  lost  perhaps 
£1,000  in  bad  debts.  Who  has  to  pay  that? 
The  dishonest  man  has  escaped,  and  the  honest 
man  and  the  working-man  have  to  pay  that 
£1,000.  That  is  one  result  of  the  credit  system. 
We  have  heard  it  said  that  credit  will  still  be 
given  to  honest  people,  and  I  say  that  those  are 
the  peoole  who  deserve  it.  Why  should  dis- 
honest people  get  it  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — How  do  you  find  them 
out? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH.— You  very  soon  find 
them  out.  No  doubt  the  credit  system  also 
encourages  people  to  buy  goods  that  they  could 
well  do  without.  I  have  had  instances  of  that 
come  under  my  own  notice.  One  unfortunate 
.man,  who  laboured  hard  from  year's  end  to 
year's  end  to  maintain  his  family,  had  his  wife 
go  to  a  draper's  shop  and  get  goods  that  she 
did  not  actually  require,  running  up  a  large 
account.  The  result  was  that  the  man  was 
eventually  put  in  prison  under  a  judgment  sum- 
mons.  That  is  another  result  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem. Surely  that  side  of  the  question  is  worth 
consideration.  A  man  also  often  gets  goods 
under  the  credit  system  that  he  could  do  well 
without.  I  think  that  if  we  abolish  the  credit 
system  we  would  find  that  all  honest  people 
would  be  trusted  to  a  certain  amount  as  they 
.  are  trusted  now  ;  and  another  result  would  be 
that  people  would  be  required  to  pay  those 
they  employed  at  a  regular  time,  to  enable 
them  to  pay  for  what  they  require  to  buy.  I 
do  not  believe  in  making  fish  of  one  and  flesh 
of  another.  The  Bill  should  not  apply  to  only 
one  class.  If  we  are  going  to  do  away  with 
credit  let  it  apply  to  all,  and  if  the  Bill  reaches 
the  Committee  stage  I  shall  vote  to  strike  out 
the  twenty-pound  limit.  We  have  tried  the 
credit  system,  and  I  maintain  that,  to  a  great 
extent,  it  has  been  a  iailure ;  now  let  us  try 
the  no-credit  system.  As  to  the  limit  of  six 
years,  no  doubt  it  will  be  a  great  advantage  to 
.reduce  the  limit,  because  it  also  has  had  a 
bad  effect  in  extending  the  credit  system.  It 
ihoM  had  the  effect,  on  the  one  hand,  of  a  person 
Hon.  Mr.  Smith 


who  gives  credit  having  to  wait  for  his  money 
longer  than  he  should  ;  and  it  has  also  had  the 
effect  pf  allowing  persons  who  get  credit 
running  on  year  after  year  and  piling  up  the 
amount  they  owe,  to  the  great  disadvantage  of 
themselves  and  of  the  person  who  supplied  the 
credit,  and  often  too  to  the  disadvantage  of 
their  friends,  who  sometimes  have  to  pay  the 
money;  whereas,  if  the  person  who  gave  the 
credit  saw  that  within,  say,  three  }rear8  he  had 
to  recover  his  debt  or  lose  the  chance  of  getting 
it  he  would  not  give  so  much  credit,  and  he 
would  recover  his  money  quicker.  The  result 
would  be  that  he  could  afford  to  sell  cheaper, 
because  he  would  not  have  to  pay  interest  for  his 
money.  And  who  has  to  pay  that  interest  in  the 
long-run  ?  Why,  the  persons  who  buy  bis  goods, 
because  if  they  did  not  pay  it  he  would  have  to 
go  into  the  Bankruptcy  Gourt.  The  fact  is 
that  no  one  can  run  a  credit  business  without 
charging  10  per  cent,  more  than  he  other- 
wise would.  I  hope  the  Council  will  carefully 
consider  whether  they  should  not  tckke  this 
opportunity  of  having  the  matter  thoroughly 
threshed  out,  and  take  a  division  not  on  the 
Bill  as  it  stands,  but  on  the  question  of  saying 
whether  credit  should  be  abolished  entirely  or 
not.  As  to  the  question  of  limiting  to  £20, 1 
think  it  should  never  have  been  in  the  Bill  at 
all.  No  argument  can  be  brought  forward  to 
show  that  a  man  with  his  credit  limited  to  £20 
should  escape,  whilst  a  man  owing  £21  should 
be  made  to  pay.  I  shall  support  the  second 
reading,  with  the  hope  that  the  BiU  will 
afterwards  be  altered  in  the  direction  I  have 
indicated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTGOMERY.—Sir,  I  have 
listened  with  great  attention  to  what  honour- 
able members  have  said,  and  also  to  what  the 
last  speaker  said.  That  houourable  gentleman 
stated  it  was  hot  logical  to  stop  at  £20,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  said  the  same  thing,  and  I  en- 
tirely fihgree  with  them.  But  if  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Smith  is  going  to  vote  for  the  second  reading, 
understanding  that  the  Council  will  strike  out 
the  words  "  twenty  pounds  "  and  so  do  away 
with  all  credit,  I  want  to  know  what  my 
honourable  friend  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  will  say  to  that.  Is  that  his  view — 
that  no  debt  should  be  recovered  ?  When  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  replies,  as  he  will  by-and-by, 
I  hope  that  he  will  either  state  that  or  the 
contrary.  If  he  states  the  contrary — that  he 
will  confine  it  to  £20— then,  I  claim  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  should  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  far- 
reaching  in  its  effects,  and,  in  my  opinion,  one 
of  the  largest  that  has  ever  come  Wore  this 
House.  I  think  that  one  of  the  effects  of  the 
Bill  would  be. to  prevent  honest  people  from 
getting  such  credit  as  is  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  tide  over  a  time  of  difficulty.  Now,  I 
think,  if  that  would  be  the  effect  it  would  be 
very  cruel  to  honest  poor  men.  It  is  evidently 
intended  that  the  twenty-pound  limit  should 
apply  to  poor  men.  No  doubt  the  Bill  is 
brought  in  with  the  very  best  intentions  in  the 
interest  of  what  might  be  termed  the  working- 
class.    But,  Sir,  it  would  have  the  very  worst 
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effect  on  thftt  class.  And  there  is  a  greater 
objection  to  it  than  that  even.  If  this  Bill 
became  law  it  would  be  an  indncement  for 
men  who  would  get  ten  pounds'  or  fifteen 
pounds'  worth  of  goods  to  evade  payment  for 
them,  and  so  the  Bill  would  tend  to  protect  the 
dishonest,  whereas  the  law  as  it  stands  would 
oblige  them  to  pay.  I  think  it  would  be  an  in- 
ducement to  evade  payment  which  would  de- 
moralise the  people.  From  first  to  last  this 
Bill  is  a  thoroughly  bad  one.  That  is  more 
especially  the  case  as  regards  the  8rd  clause. 
With  regard  to  the  2nd  clause  thtfre  is  no 
reason  offered  to  the  Council  why  the  Statute 
of  Limitations  should  be  altered  at  all,  or  why 
six  years  should  be  reduced  to  two  years.  I 
shall  vote  against  this  Bill  because  I  think  it  is 
thoroughly  pernicious  in  principle,  and  would 
be  very  cruel  to  the  very  men  whom  my  honour- 
able friend  no  doubt  desires  to  benefit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON.— I  shall  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill ;  but,  like 
many  other  members  who  have  spoken,  I  do 
not  approve  of  clause  3.  For  this  reason: 
The  power  of  going  to  law  to  sue  for  debt  is  a 
power  designed  to  protect  the  trader,  and  I 
have  yet  to  learn  why  the  small  trader  should 
go  unprotected  while  the  larger  one  enjoys  the 
protection,  of  the  law.  I  believe  the  credit 
system  is  to  some  extent  necessary,  but  I  may 
Bay  it  is  a  very  large  question,  and  at  the  same 
time  it  has  been  the  source  of  constant  abuse ; 
and  if  some  modification  of  the  law  can  be 
brought  about  by  which  a  better  system  would 
obtain,  I  shall  assist  to  bring  it  into  law.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Smith  mentioned  a  case  which  I 
think  must  be  a  mistake,  or  else  the  law  is 
very  differently  interpreted  in  his  district  from 
what  it  is  in  my  own  district.  He  says  that 
ft  certain  person  got  into  debt,  and  because 
he  could  not  pay  he  was  put  into  prison. 
Now,  the  law  is  that  no  man  may  be  put 
into  orison  merely  because  he  cannot  pay  a 
debt,  but  be  may  be  if  his  creditors  prove  that 
he  is  able  to  pay  and  will  not  pay.  In  that 
case  he  is  put  into  prison  for  contempt  of 
Court.  I  shall  vote,  Sir,  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  on  the  understanding  that  it  goes  to 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  which  may 
see  their  way  to  so  modify  it  as  to  make  a 
workable  measure  of  it.  The  credit  system  is 
a  benefit  to  the  working-man.  They  are  never 
M)  far  removed  from  the  verge  of  starvation  as 
to  be  placed  beyond  the  necessity  of  seeking 
credit.  Men  with  large  families,  engaged  in 
work  that  is  intermittent  in  its  character, 
are  very  often  on  the  boundary-line  of  starva- 
tion, and  if  illness  or  any  other  cause  that  is 
not  anticipated  lessens  their  means  of  support 
they  must  of  necessity  get  credit  or  charitable 
aid.  However,  the  Bill  is  capable  of  being 
made  to  effect  an  improvement  in  out  credit 
system,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— X  think  it  is  almost 
unnecessary  to  say  much  on  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  which  has  been  so  universally  condemned 
by  the  Council,  and  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 


say  that  he  would  vote  for  the  second  reading 
in  the  hope  of  makinff  it  better  in  Committee. 
I  think  the  Bill  should  be  brought  down  in  a 
form  th&t  it  would  be  desirable  for  us  to  pass. 
We  are  now  called  upon  to  affirm  the  gene- 
ral principle  of  the  Bill.  So  far  as  I  have 
listened  to  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  that 
opinion  has  been  universally  against  it,  and 
I  put  it  to  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
are  ready  to  support  the  second  reading  of 
a  Bill  of  which  apparently  they  thoroughly 
disapprove  that  they  ought  to  consider  that 
by  voting  for  it  they  are  practically  in- 
dorsing the  principle  which  it  embodies.  So- 
far  from  this  Bill  having  been  brought  in  in 
the  interests  of  the  working-men,  I  do  not 
see  how  it  is  possible  to  give  it  that  character 
at  all.  If  it  means  anything  at  all  it  means 
that  the  smaller  classes  of  the  community 
shall  get  no  credit  at  all.  That  will  absolutely 
be  the  result  if  you  prohibit  all  possible  chance 
of  recovery  for  small  debts.  It  is  not  always 
that  men  are  not  honest,  but  that  they  are  not 
able  to  pay ;  and,  if  we  take  away  the  power  to 
compel  payment,  this  simply  means  that  their 
credit  is  absolutely  stopped.  That  is  all  I  wish 
to  say,  because  I  think  if  we  disapprove  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  we  ought  to  say  so  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — It  is  not  my 
intention  to  use  any  argument  either  for  or 
against  the  Bill,  because  I  think  it  has  been 
very  fully  and  ably  discussed.  But  my  view  is 
that  it  is  very  important  that  the  occasion 
should  not  peura  without  something  being  said 
in  relation  to  the  remarks  that  have  been  made 
as  to  sending  this  Bill  to  the  Statutes  Revision 
Committee.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  served  on  that 
Committee  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  it 
is  quite  a  new  doctrine,  so  far  as  I  know,  that 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  is,  under  the 
name  of  making  a  workable  Bill  of  a  measure 
which  is  introduced  to  the  Council,  to  deal 
with  the  Bill  as  some  honourable  gentlemen 
propose  in  sending  it  there.  The  only  way 
in  which  this  or  any  Bill  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  if  the  prin- 
ciples which  are  involved  in  it  are  adopted  by 
the  Council,  is  simply  to  see  that  the  wording 
is  such  as  to  give  effect  to  the  principles  which 
the  Council  have  already  accepted,  and  I  think 
it  is  very  important  that  this  position  should 
not  be  forgotten,  as  I  am  afraid  is  often  the 
case.  Wq  are  frequently  told  to  let  a  Bill 
go  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  as  a 
matter  of  course.  I  think  the  present  occasion 
is  a  particularly  opportune  one  for  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  this  subject,  with  a 
view  to  see  whether  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  by  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  is 
considered  proper.  For  my  part,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  I  say  it  is  very  improper^ 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  refer  the 
Bill  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  with 
a  view  to  our  making  a  Bill  which  shall  be 
beneficial  to  the  public  out  of  the  Bill  now 
before  us. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR.— I  am  sure  the  Conn* 
cil  has  been  very  much  indebted  in  the  past  to 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee.    I  know  that 
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of  my  own  knowledge,  and  I  think,  if  this  Bill 
is  sent  to  that  Committee  they  will  be  able  to 
BO  far  amend  it  as  to  make  it  a  usefal  and 
serviceable  measure.  There  is  no  me'^ber  of 
the  Counoil  who  will  dispute  the  fact  that  a 
period  of  six  years  for  the  recovery  of  a  debt 
is  altogether  too  long,  and  that  to  bring  it 
•down  to  two  or  three  years  is  a  reasonable 
thing ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  community  were  it  brought  down  to 
throe  years.  With  regard  to  the  8rd  clause, 
from  the  arguments  I  have  heard,  I  am  some- 
what shaken  in  the  conviction  I  had  formed 
as  to  the  utility  of  it.  There  is  no  doubt 
thac  if  the  credit  system  could  be  done 
away  with  the  working-men  of-  this  colony 
would  be  greatly  benefited  thereby.  If  a  man 
goes  to  a  grocer  or  to  a  produce-dealer  to  pur- 
chase goods  with  the  cash  in  his  hand  he  can 
do  a  great  deal  better  for  himself  than  if  he 
gets  those  goods  booked  and  receives  credit. 
As  explained  by  honourable  gentlemen  here  to- 
day, it  is  a  system  of  usury.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  greater  usury  is  practised  on  any  portion 
of  the  community  than  on  the  working-men, 
because  the  small  trader  has  to  enter  in  his 
books  and  give  him  credit  for  a  debt  which 
remains  probably  for  months,  and  during  all 
that  time  he  is  being  charged  himself,  and  he 
must  charge,  excessive  prices  for  the  goods 
which  he  retails.  Therefore,  if,  without  in- 
jury to.  the  working  -  classes,  we  can  do 
away  with  this  credit  system,  and  enable 
them  to  go  to  the  stores  with  the  cash  in  their 
hands,  it  would  be  much  better  for  them. 
Of  course,  I  see  the  difficulty.  When  a  man 
Is  laid  up  sick  and  thrown  out  of  employment 
a  little  credit  is  very  serviceable  and  very 
necessary,  and  probably  the  storekeeper  would 
refuse,  if  this  Bill  is  passed,  to  grant  him  sup- 
plies. I  think  it  is  only  due  to  the  leader 
of  the  Government,  and  also  to  this  colony, 
to  allow  this  Bill  to  go  before  the  Statutes 
Bevision  Committee.  They  could  bring  in 
what  report  they  chose,  and  the  Council  would 
probably  be  induced  to  accept  their  recom- 
mendations and  amendments.  I  shall  support 
the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— I  feel  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  say  something  on  this  Bill.  It  is  not 
right  that  I  should  give  a  silent  vote  in  regard 
to  BO  important  a  matter.  There  is  one  phase 
of  this  debate  which  has  struck^  me  very 
forcibly,  and  that  is  the  tendency  which  the 
•Council  has  exhibited  of  desiring  that  all 
matters  of  a  difficult  nature  should  he  relegated 
ito  tthe  Statutes  Bevision  Committee.  As  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  very  properly  said  just  now, 
•it  is  not  the  duty  of  that  Committee  to  alter 
in  a  radical  way  measures  which  are  intro- 
•duced  into  this  Counoil.  They  have  no  right 
to  alter  the  principles  of  measures.  As  I 
understand  the  duties  of  the  Statutes  Bevision 
Committee,  they  are  to  see  that  measures  are 
put  into  ship-shape,  and  that  any  incongruity 
or  any  clerical  error  should  be  corrected,  so 
that  it  is  all  the  more  easy  for  Councillors 
to  deal  with  them  when  they  come  down 
<<rom  that  Committee.  It  seems  to  me  that 
Hon,  Mr.  Kerr 


the  desire  to  send  measures  to  the  Statatae 
Bevision  Committee  shows  that  we  find  it  irk- 
some to  perform  our  duties  in  this  Council. 
And  it  is  a  very  natursJ  feeling,  because  the 
fewer  the  number  the  more  easily  one  gets 
through  business.    I   must  say  I  have  been 
filled   with  admiration  at  the  way  in  which 
the  Statutes  Bevision  Committee  have    per- 
formed their  duties  in   regard    to    measuree 
which  have  been  sent  on  to  them.    Now,  with 
regard  to  the   Bill  itself,  I  see  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  proposal  that  the  period  within 
which  a* debt  may  be  recoverable  under  the 
Statute  of  Limitations  should  be  reduced  con- 
siderably.   I  speak  now  as  a  man  who  has  been 
in  business  for  the  last  thirty- two  years,  and 
who  has  had  to  give  credit  very  largely  duriog 
that  period.   There  is  no  advantage  whatever  in 
having  so  long  a  period  as  six  years  within 
which  to  recover  debts,  if  debts  are    to    be 
recoverable  by  law.    The  result  of  having  such 
a  long  period  is  merely  laxity  in  one*8  en- 
deavours to  pay,  and  in  one's  endeavours  to 
seek  payment.     I    therefore    would    be  quite 
willing  to  see  the  period  reduced — in  fact,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  vote  for  this  portion  of  the 
measure.    Now,  with  regard  to  thu  other  por- 
tion, I  must  say  I  have  felt,  ever  since  I  saw 
that  the  Bill  was  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Council,  some  difficulty  in  deciding  as  to  what 
action  I  would  take — not  because  I  am  a  man 
of    business,    and    have   had   to    give    credit 
to,  I  suppose,  nearly  two  thousand  persons, 
but  simply  because  I  do  not  want  to  do  in- 
justice to  anybody.    I  do  not  want,   on  the 
one  hand,    to    be    unjust   to   the    tradesman 
who  gives  credit,  nor  do  I  want  to  impose  hard- 
ship upon  men  who  find  it  difficult  to  get 
food  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and  who, 
therefore,  have  frequently  to  go  to  storekeepen 
and  to  other  tradesmen  and  get  credit  in  order 
to  keep  body  and  soul  together.     But  I  most 
say  I  consider  the  present  system  of  credit, 
whilst  it  may  possess  certain  advantages,  if 
beset  with  evil.      It  induces  a  tradesman  to 
give  credit  when  he  ought  not  to  give  it,  in 
the  expectation  that  if  the  worst   comee  to 
the  worst  he  will  be   able   to  get   his  money 
by  process  of  law  ;  and  it  also  induces  persons 
— and  poor  persons,  I  am  sorry  to  state— to 
incur  more  debts  than  they  have  any  hope  of 
meeting.    It    induces    men    and    women    to 
indulge    in   luxuries:    it    induces    them    to 
go   and   buy   things    which    they  would  noc 
buy  if  they  had  to  take  cash  and  pay  for  them. 
I  think,  myself,  it  would  be  far  better  if  trades- 
men were  placed  in  such  a  position,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abolition  of  the  legaJ  remedy, 
tnat  they  would  give  credit  to  those  only  whom 
it  was  safe  to  trust,  and  if  those  persons  who 
dealt  with  them — their  customers — were  to  bo 
more  careful  in  the  amount  of  debt  which  tbcjf 
incurred.    Now,  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  thif 
fact:    It  would  be  a  great  wrench  to  manr 
persons  who  are  living,  as  it  were,  from  haofl 
to  mouth  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  what  they 
owe,  and  to  feel  that  in  future  they  would  bsv0 
to  pay  for  everything  as  they  purchased  it ;  but 
then  the  wrench  would  be  short,  and  after 
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ihey  had  oDoe  got  over  it  they  ^ould  be 
fdeased  from  ft  thraldom  whioh  is  serioasly 
inconvenient,  whioh  ia  always  a  terrible  in- 
•eubuB  to  them,  and  whioh  makes  them  very 
unoomfortable  indeed.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
■aid  this  Bill  proposed  to  upset  the  founda- 
tions on  which  the  trade  of  this  country  has 
been  built,  and  it  would  affect  every  class  of 
the  community.  Well,  I  think  it  would ;  but  if 
we  can  only  feel  sure  that  serious  disadvan- 
^es  would  not  accrue  from  carrying  it  out,  it 
would  affect  everybody  beneficially  to  a  very 
large  extent.  Of  course,  we  have  got  to  re- 
member that  we  cannot  make  custard  without 
breaking  eggs.  There  are  many  things  in  the  way 
<of  legislation  which  have  had  to  be  done  in  the 
past  which  have  been  exceedingly  inconvenient, 
•and  whioh  have  produced  in  some  respects 
very  disappointing  results,  but  in  other  respects 
they  have  produced  good,  which  has  more  than 
counterbalanced  the  evils  arising  from  them. 
For  instanoe,  there  was  a  time  when  the  British 
nation  thought  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  to 
•encourage  slavery,  but  the  bare  idea  of  such  a 
thing  is  now  abhorrent  to  us ;  and  this  shows 
ns  how  we  have  advanced.  And  may  it  not  be 
desirable  that  we  should  pass  a  measure  of 
this  sort,  and  thereby  release  from  slavery  a 
large  number  of  persons  who  are  now  induced 
to  get  into  debt,  and  to  keep  in  debt  continu- 
ally, to  the  great  detriment  of  those  to  whom 
ihey  owe  money,  as  well  as  to  themselves. 
With  regard  to  myself,  in  my  business  I  very 
eeldom  take  advantage  of  the  legal  remedy. 
There  is  no  necessity.  I  believe  that  the  legal 
remedy  is  a  snare  and  a  delbsion,  not  only  to 
the  man  who  contracts  the  debt,  but  to  the 
man  who  gives  the  credit.  I  believe  it  is  far 
better  to  trust  to  the  honour  of  persons  to 
pay  what  they  owe.  I  have  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  do  that.  It  would  be  utterly  use- 
less for  me  to  adopt  a  system  of  suing  for 
ihe  recovery  of  my  accounts.  I  would  rather 
wait  till  people  pay  me,  though  I  have  some- 
times to  let  the  money  go  altogether.  I 
would  rather  do  that  than  take  people  to  Court 
who  do  not  dispute  their  accounts,  but  say 
they  have  not  the  money  with  which  to  pay. 
To  take  these  people  into  Court  would  go 
against  the  grain.  I  have  to  give  credit  now 
to  a  very  large  extent,  simply  crusting  to  the 
honour  of  those  who  get  the  credit;  and  I 
shall  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future.  I  con- 
tend that  if  this  Bill  were  passed  there  would 
be  no  difiioulty  in  honest,  honourable  people 
getting  credit  for  whatever  necessaries  of  life 
they  might  require.  One  can  easily  tell 
whether  men  are  honourable  or  not,  and 
whether  their  intentions  are  honest. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— How  can  you  tell  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— Well,  "Once  bitten 
twice  shy.*'  At  any  rate,  the  effect  of  the  Bill 
would  be  that  credit  would  not  be  given  to 
such  an  extent  as  it  is  now.  There  is  another 
feature  of  the  matter,  and  it  is  this :  that  if 
-credit  be  not  given, .and  tradesmen  do  not  lose 
the  money  they  now  lose  through  giving  credit, 
we  shall  all  get  our  goods  much  cheaper.  The 
poor  man,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  pointed  out, 


would  not  have  to  pay,  as  he  does  now,  20 
or  25  per  cent,  more  for  the  necessaries  he 
buys  than  he  ought  to  pay  ;  and  we  should  all 
pay  less,  because  it  is  undoubted  that,  al- 
though a  tradesman  may  do  it  unconsciously, 
he  charges  the  man  who  does  pay  for  the  man 
who  does  not.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— Sir,  I 
am  sorry  the  Bill  has  not  been  received  with 
much  favour  by  members  of  the  Council, 
and  that  the  principles  involved  in  it  do  not 
appear  to  be  approved  of.  At  the  same  time, 
I  am  not  disturbed  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  measure  has  been  treated,  because  all 
reforms — much  greater  and  more  important 
than  this — have  been  received  with  equal  want 
of  appreciation  when  first  proposed ;  therefore, 
in  itself,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  reason 
why  1  should  feel  discouraged  because  of  the 
words  that  have  been  used  to-day  in  regard 
to  the  measure.  But  I  am  sure,  Sir«  that  the 
system  of  credit, -and  the  connection  of  the 
Courts  with  the  collection  of  debts,  is  a  matter 
that  requires  amendment  and  consideration, 
and  it  is  in  that  direction  that  I  would  desire 
the  Council  to  treat  the  Bill.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Montgomery  asks  what  position  I  shall  tsJce 
up  respecting  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith's  proposal 
to  strike  cut  the  words  *'  twenty  pounds  "  in 
the  third  clause.  I  will  tell  him  that,  Sir,  when 
the  time  comes— when  we  get  into  Committee. 
I  shall  then  be  able  to  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  position  I  shall  take  up. 
At  the  same  time,  I  was  pleased  to  hear  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Smith's  experience  of  credit,  and 
its  operation  as  regards  debtor  and  creditor 
in  many  directions.  As  regards  the  general 
assertion  that  if  the  Bill  were  to  pass  it  would 
destroy  all  credit  of  a  right  kind,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that,  as  between  man  and  man,  it  would 
do  that  for  a  moment.  Does  any  member 
of  this  Council  suppose  the  credit  now  exist- 
ing between  honest  people  depends  on  the 
power  of  a  Court  behind  the  contracting 
parties  to  enforce  the  debt?  Quite  the  con- 
trary. The  Courts  are  simply  being  used  now 
in  a  way  that  they  were  not  intended  to 
be  used ;  and  in  many  respects  even  the  fact 
that  a  Court  can  intervene  operates  very  badly 
and  inconveniently.  After  hearing  expressions 
from  so  many  members  of  this  Council  that 
they  must  vote  against  the  Bill,  I  may  not 
be  able  to  pass  it  on  this  occasion,  but  I 
feel  sure  the  day  will  come  when  the  Coun- 
cil will  take  up  the  question  in  a  spirit  of 
reform,  because  I  feel  sure  that  this  is  a  matter 
that  in  the  public  interest  requires  serious  con- 
sideration. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  retained." 
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The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  voting  is : 
Ayes,  14  ;  Noes,  14.  I  give  my  voice  with  the 
"  Ayes." 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  28th  October,  1897. 

First  BeadingB— Printing    Office— Financial    State- 
ment. 


Mr.  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at  half- past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
•  Onehunga  Cemetery  Bill,  Second  Ballot  Bill, 
Law  Practitioners  Bill. 

PRINTING  OFFICE. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  STOUT,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing  the  total  cost  of  the  ad- 
ditions to  and  alterations  of  the  Printing 
Office,  Wellington:  specifying  (1)  the  cost  of 
materials,  (2)  the  cost  of  labour,  (3)  the 
original  estimate,  and  (4)  the  cost  of  altera- 
tions or  additions  made  since  the  original 
estimate  was  prepared. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOUBNBD  DEBATE. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Mr.  Speaker,  in  rising 
this  afternoon  to  address  a  few  words  to  the 
House,  I  feel  that  I  must  crave  the  indulgence 
of  members  for  a  few  minutes,  for  I  am  sure 
they  must  be  really  tired  of  this  debate.  It  is 
indeed  difficult  at  tiiis  stage  of  the  debate  for 
any  member  to  get  up  and  find  anything  new 
to  say  in  reference  to  the  Financial  Statement. 
It  has  been  so  criticized  by  various  members 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  anything 
that  will  be  interesting  to  the  House  in  deal- 
ing with  that  Statement.  I  have  carefully 
listened  to  the  speeches  of  honourable  mem- 
bers for  the  last  week  or  ten  days,  and  I 
must  say,  after  having  been  in  this  House 
for  the  last  ten  years,  that  I  have  never  heard 
a  weaker  debate,  or  a  weaker  criticism 
of  the  Financial  Statement  of  any  Qovem- 
ment.  I  carefully  listened  to  the  opening 
speech  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
I  must  say  that  it  was  one  of  the  weakest 
speeches  I  have  ever  heard  delivered  by  that 
honourable  gentleman.  And  I  also  carefully 
listened  to  the  speech  delivered  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R. 
Stout),    and  1   must   admit  that   it   was  the 


ablest  speech  delivered  throughout  the  debata. 
The  crtticisms  were  fair  and  reasonable.  And 
I  must  say  that,  after  carefully  listening  to 
that  speech,  I  think  there  is  nothing  the  Go- 
vernment have  got  to  fear,  or  nothing  they 
have  got  to  answer,  when  the  Colonial  Tna- 
Burer  comes  to  reply  at  the  close  of  the  debateu 
The  whole  debate  has  gone  to  show,  to  my  mind, 
at  least,  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  is 
accoeptable  to  the  country,  and  that  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  is  as  little  objectionable  as  it 
is  possible  for  any  Statement  to  be.  I  have 
no  intention  to  go  into  the  figures  given  in  the 
Statement.  I  wish  merely  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  reference  to  some  of  the  speechea 
which  have  been  made,  and  then  I  shall  pass 
on  to  deal  with  the  Statement  in  a  general 
way.  I  will  first  refer  to  the  speech  delivered 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawera.  He  h 
not  in  his  place.  I  am  sorry  he  is  not  present. 
However,  I  must  refer  to  some  of  his  remarks. 
The  honourable  member  has  been  a  number  of 
years  in  this  House,  and  I  must  candidly  say 
that  there  is  no  member  for  whom  I  have  a 
greater  respect  than  I  have  for  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawera.  But  he,  unfortunately 
for  himself,  I  think,  appears  to  run  away 
with  the  idea  that  his  one  mission  in  this 
House  is  to  hurl  abuse  at  the  Minister  oi 
Lands.  I  do  not  know  why  the  honourable 
member  should  take  up  that  attitude,  because 
I  do  not  think  he  is  ill-natured  or  spiteful, 
and  I  can  only  attribute  it  to  the  bias  of  party 
politics.  I  must  say  in  starting  that  I  have- 
never  heard  the  honourable  member  say  an 
unkind  thing  about  the  Minister  of  Lands  ex- 
cept on  the  floor  of  this  House.  Outside  the 
House  I  have  always  heard  him  speak  of  the 
Minister  in  the  most  friendly  terms  and  with 
the  greatest  respect.  Unfortunately  for  us, 
party  politics  sometimes,  1  believe  unoon- 
soiously,  warp  our  minds,  and  we  very  often 
say  things  in  this  House  which  we  really  do 
not  feel,  and  which  I  do  not  think  we  would 
say  of  each  other  except  on  the  floor  of  the- 
House.  The  honourable  member  commenced 
by  finding  fault  with  the  Government  for 
setting  up  a  Commission  dealing  with  the 
old  soldiers'  claims.  Probably  the  honourable 
member  now  finds  that  his  occupation  is  to 
a  certain  extent  gone — that  he  will  have  no 
more  excuse  for  bringing  up  motions  in  re- 
ference to  the  old  soldiers'  claims,  and  that 
that  part  of  his  vocation  in  this  House  will 
be  wiped  out.  So  far  as  my  opinion  goes,  I 
think  it  was  one  of  the  wisest  things  which 
the  Government  has  done — to  set  up  a  Com- 
mission to  deal  with  this  vexed  question  of  old 
soldiers'  claims.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  when 
the  report  of  the  Commission  comes  down,  it 
will  be  found  that  a  great  many  of  these  claims 
are  purely  imaginary,  and  that  only  a  very 
small  percentage  of  those  preferring  them 
have  any  real  claim  against  the  colony  at  all. 
If  the  labours  of  that  Commission  will  settle 
this  vexed  question,  it  will  be  a  relief  to  many 
members  of  the  House,  because  I  have  often 
pitied  members  who  unfortunately  have  a. 
number  of  old  soldiers  living  in  their  elector- 
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ate,  for  those  honourable  membem  were  con- 
stantly compelled  to  put  notices  on  the  Order 
Paper  in  reference  to  their  claims.  I  hope  all 
(hose  old  soldiers  who  have  genuine  claims  will 
have  justice  done  to  them,  and  that  we  will 
hear  no  more  grievances  with  respect  to  this 
matter.  Then,  the  honourable  member  went 
on  to  condemn  the  Minister  of  Lands  in  re- 
ference to  his  action  and  that  of  the  Agrioul- 
torai  Department.  Now,  if  there  is  one  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  should  consider  himself 
under  an  obligation  to  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment it  is  the  honourable  member  for  Hawera— 
and  that  applies  also  to  his  constituency.  I 
believe  there  is  no  other  place  in  New  Zealand 
where  the  Lands  Department  or  the  Agricul- 
toral  Department  has  done  so  much  to  develop 
the  resources  of  the  country  settlers  as  in  the 
ease  of  the  Taronaki  District.  Yet  the  honour- 
able member  seems  unconsciously  to  forget 
that.  I  am  very  glad  the  honourable  member 
is  present  now,  because  I  have  no  wish  to  say 
anything  in  reference  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber except  what  is  fair  and  reasonable ;  and  I 
hope  he  will  not  consider  that  I  have  been  taking 
any  advantage  of  his  absence  from  the  House. 
Where  would  the  dairy  industry  be  now  in  the 
Taranaki  Province  had  it  not  been  for  the  lavish 
expenditure  of  the  Agricultural  Department? 
Sverything  that  is  at  all  possible  for  any 
Qovemment  to  do  to  aid  in  the  development 
of  that  industry  has  been  done  by  the  Agri- 
ooltural  Department;  and  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman — ^as  I  say,  I  believe  unconsciously, 
^from  time  to  time  gete  up  to  address  this 
House,  and  he  appears  to  think  that  it  is  his 
fonction  to  hurl  charges  at  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  Of  course  we  all  know  he  does  not 
mean  it.  The  Minister  of  Lands  knows  he 
does  not  mean  it,  and  every  one  here  Imows  it 
is  a  joke ;  but  those  outside  the  House,  when 
they  come  to  read  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speeches,  may  perhaps  run  away  with  the  idea 
that  there  is  really  some  grievance  existing 
between  the  honourable  member  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  But  there  is  nothing  of 
the  kind,  and  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  be  a  little  more  charitable  next 
time  he  addresses  the  House.  Then,  he  finds 
fault  with  the  Government  for  having  com- 
mitted the  colony  to  the  amount  of  five  and 
ft  quarter  millions  for  the  Bank  of  New 
Zeidand.  Why,  the  Government  is  no  more 
leaponsible  for  that  than  the  House.  It  was 
the  Parliament  that  committed  the  colony  to 
that  expenditure.  It  was  not  carried  by  a 
party  vote,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  knows. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself  voted ;  but  we  who  were  here  present 
at  the  time  know  that  it  was  a  naeasure 
that  was  carried  by  the  Parliament  of  the 
oolony.  Yon  can  try  and  heap  the  responsi- 
bility on  the  Grovemment  if  you  like  to,  but 
it  is  of  no  use  voting  for  a  measure  here  and 
then  turning  round  and  abusing  the  Qovern- 
ment  for  it.  Those  who  voted  for  the  legisla- 
tioD  in  conneotion  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land must  be  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  their  action  individually  as  well  as  coUeo- 
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tively ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair,  no  matter 
what  the  result  of  that  legislation  may  be, 
to  cast  the  whole  responsibility  on  the  Govern- 
ment. Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke 
about  the  seizing  of  the  local  bodies'  sinking 
funds.  Well,  I  am  not  prepared  to  justify 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  that  par- 
ticular; but  the  honourable  member  must 
bear  in  mind  that  a  great  deal  of  this  money — 
most  of  the  money  that  was  taken  from  the 
sinking  funds — was  handed  over  to  the  Public 
Works  Account,  a  large  amount  of  which  has 
been  spent  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  own 
district ;  so  that  he,  at  all  events,  should  not 
blame  the  Government  for  that.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  land- settlement.  And  here  let  me 
say  that  I  am  more  than  surprised  to  find  that 
the  only  members  in  this  House  who  condemn 
the  administration  of  the  Lands  Department 
are  the  Wellington  and  Taranaki  members. 
You  do  not  hear  one  word  of  complaint  from 
Otago,  Canterbury,  or  Auckland  as  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  department ;  but  we  find 
members  who  represent  the  Wellington  and 
Taranaki  Districts,  which  have  been  gorged  with 
publio  money  for  the  last  half-dozen  years — yes, 
Sir,  practically  gorged  with  public  money — are 
those  who  make  the  complaints.  I  have  heard  it 
stated  in  this  House  that  some  of  the  blocks  of 
land  in  those  districts  have  had  as  much  money 
spent  on  reading  and  opening  them  up  for 
settlement  as  the  land  was  worth.  And  yet,  in 
the  face  of  that  lavish  expenditure,  gentlemen 
representing  those  districts  come  here  and  abuse 
the  Minister  of  Lands  for  his  administration. 
Where  would  the  Taranaki  and  Wellington 
bush  districts  be  now  had  it  not  been  for  the 
lavish  expenditure  on  them  of  the  last  half- 
dozen  years  ?  One-half  of  the  settlers  who  are 
there  now  would  not  be  on  the  land.  Then, 
Sir,  he  goes  on  to  blame  the  Minister  also 
for  the  forfeitures.  Now,  we  all  know  that 
in  connection  with  the  settlement  of  Grown 
lands  a  large  number  of  men  apply  for  sec- 
tions of  land,  and  before  they  are  long  on 
the  sections  they  find  they  are  disappointed. 
They  find  that  the  life  of  a  settler  is  not 
what  they  expected  it  would  be,  and  they 
are  very  anxious  to  transfer  their  holdings  to 
someone  else,  or  sometimes  they  get  behind  in 
their  rent,  and  the  sections  are  forfeited.  The 
complaint  in  reference  to  the  forfeitures  can  be 
met  in  this  way :  It  shows  clearly,  to  my  mind, 
at  all  events,  that  the  Lands  Department  have 
strictly  enforced  the  settlement  conditions  of 
the  Land  Act,  and  that  every  one  who  has  taken 
up  a  section  has  gone  on  the  land  and  been 
called  upon  to  fulfil  the  conditions  imposed  by 
the  land 'laws,  and  that  there  has  been  no 
favouritism  as  regards*'  colour"  or  anything 
else,  but  that  the  Land  Boards  in  these  dis- 
tricts have  honestly  and  conscientiously  done 
their  duty.  Another  thing  is  that  many  of 
the  sections,  immediately  they  are  forfeited,  are 
taken  up  again ;  and,  although  the  Waste  Lands 
report  shows  there  has  been  a  large  number  of 
forfeitures,  X  think  ia  that  sense  it  is  mislead- 
ing, because — I  speak  now  of  my  own  experience 
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in  the  Proyince  of  Aackland — it  is  always  found,' 
if  a  section  of  land  for  any  reason  has  been 
forfeited,  unless  it  is  a  very  poor  and  worthless 
section,  it  is  immediately  applied  for  and  taken 
up  again.    Now,  on  this  question  of  land  for 
settlement,  we  in  Auckland  have  nothing  to 
complain  of  in  reference  to  the  administration 
of  the  Lands  Department  in  that  district.    I 
do  not  know  of    any  cause  of  complaint  in 
reference  to  the  administration  of  the  Lands 
Department   in    the    Province   of   Auckland. 
Land-settlement  has  gone  on  continuously  and 
steadily.    I  have  heard  no  complaints — or,  the 
only  complaint  I  have  heard  is  that  we  have 
not  sufficient  good  land  open,  and  that  we  have 
not  sufficient  money   for   reading   land  and 
opening  it    for   settlement — but  as   for   any 
mal -administration,  I  have  never  heard  such  a 
charge  hurled  against  the  land  administration. 
And  there  is  one  thing  peculiar  to  the  settle- 
ments in  the  Auckland  Province,  that  when  the 
settlers  go  on  the  land  they  stay  there,  and 
do  not  expect  to  be  spoon-fed,  as  they  have  done 
in  the  Provinces  of  Wellington  and  Taranaki. 
I  think  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why 
these  complaints  are  hurled  against  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  in  reference   to  Wellington  and 
Taranaki  is  simply  that  he  has  been  too  good 
to  them — that  he  has  expended  too  much  money 
upon  them ;  and  that  is  why  they  have  proved 
undeserving.    But,  so  far  as  the  honourable 
member  who  represents  Hawera  is  concerned, 
I  do  not,  at  all  events,  think  that  he  should 
complain.    Then,  Sir,  I  will  refer  now   to  a 
remark  made  on  this  subject  by  the  senior 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie).   Li  that  loud,  boisterous  manner  of 
his,  he  made  use  of  these  words,  "  Boads  and 
bridges  are  convenient  means  of  political  cor- 
ruption."   Now,  Sir,  that  honourable  gentle- 
man is  an  old  member  of  this  House,  and  he 
ought  to  know,  and  he  does  know,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  settlement  of  this  country  to 
be  carried  on  without  roads  and  bridges.     It 
is  all  very  well  for  him  to  sit  in  this  House  and 
to  talk  about  the  Otago  Central  Railway — a 
railway  that  nobody  expects  to  pay  working- 
expenses  for  mekny  years  to  come — and  then  to 
get  up  and  condemn  the  expenditure  of  money 
on   roads    and   bridges.     The  expenditure  of 
money  on  roads  and  bridges,  instcMl  of  being  a 
convenient  means  of  corruption  or  bribery,  is 
the  very  life-blood  of  the  colony,  and  there  is 
no  man  in  this  House  who  knows  that  better 
than  the   senior  member   for  Dunedin  City. 
Now,  Sir,  I  would  just  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  reference  to  what  has  taken  place  in  this 
debate  in  reference  to  the  administration  of  the 
Police  Department.     I  must  say  that  there 
have   been   some   things  said  in  this  House 
respecting  the  department  that  have  been  most 

Sinful  to  me.  Charges  of  the  most  serious 
scription  have  been  levelled  against  the  police 
and  the  administration  of  the  department.  I 
am  not  going  to  deal  now  with  whether  those 
charges  are  true  or  not — I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that ;  but  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  most 
painful  WM  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no 
attempt  made  by  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Mr,  R,  Thompson 


department  to  meet  those  charges.  I  say  tha 
it  is  not  right  for  the  Government,  or  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  department,  to  allow 
serious  charges  of  that  kind  to  be  made  against 
it  without,  at  all  events,  making  some  attempt 
to  defend  the  department,  and  I  could  only 
take  it  that  his  silence  means  "  Guilty.*'  It 
oQ  can  be  interpreted  in  no  other  way, 
and  that  is  the  only  view  the  oniside 
public  will  take.  I  must  say  one  or  two  words 
in  reference  to  the  setting-up  of  the  Commia- 
sion,  and  I  must  say  I  believe  the  Premier  hai 
made  a  great  mistake  in  setting  up  this  Com- 
mission. He  does  not  make  many  blondera  of 
this  kind,  but  I  must  admit  it  is  my  honest 
conviction  he  has  made  a  great  blunder  in 
agreeing  to  set  the  Commission  up.  What  are 
the  functions  of  the  Commission  ?  It  haa  not 
only  to  inquire  into  abuses  connected  with  the 
police  themselves,  but  into  the  administration 
of  the  whole  department ;  and  is  it  likely  for  a 
moment  that  a  Commission  consisting  of  Civil 
servants  is  going  to  take  evidence,  and,  under 
any  circumstances,  bring  down  a  report  oon- 
denming  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?  The  whole  thing  is  utter  ' '  rot "  and  the 
greatest  nonsense  in  the  world ;  and  I  cannot 
understand  how  the  Premier  ever  consented  to 
set  up  such  a  Commission.  I  am  not  now 
dealing  with  whether  the  charges  are  correct 
or  not,  but  with  the  position  the  Premier — I 
think  unwittingly — has  allowed  himself  to  be 

S laced  in.  He  will  find  a  very  great  mistake 
as  been  made  ;  and  some  means  should  have 
been  found  to  deal  with  the  question  in  another 
way.  I  do  not  care  who  the  Cammieaionen 
may  be;  under  the  circumstances,  it  will  be 
impoAible  for  them  to  bring  in  an  indepan- 
dent  report  of  the  administration  of  Ministan 
under  whom  they  are  acting.  They  cannot 
do  it,  and  unless  that  is  done  the  publio  will 
not  be  satisfied,  nor  will  those  be  satisfied 
who  make  the  charges.  I  fail  to  see  what 
good  the  Commission  will  do.  A  word  or 
two  in  reference  to  a  remark  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar).  When  addressing  the  House  a  few 
days  ago  he  censured  the  Government  foe 
not  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Shipping 
and  Secunen's  Act  more  rigorously.  Now,  I 
differ  entirely  from  the  honourable  gentleman ; 
of  course,  this  is  his  one  pet  hobby,  and  I  do 
not  blame  him  personally  for  bringing  the 
matter  up,  or  expressing  his  opinions.  Bat 
the  position  we  have  placed  the  colony  in 
under  that  Act  is  this:  We  have  closed 
the  whole  of  the  mercantile  marine  against 
our  own  boys.  Not  a  single  New  Zealand 
boy  at  present  can  learn  to  be  a  sailor  in 
any  of  our  coasting  vessels.  We  have  dosed 
that  avenue  of  employment  to  our  boys.  And 
why  have  we  done  this  ?  Simply  to  please  a 
handful  of  men  composing  the  Shipping  and 
Seamen's  Union,  one  -  half  of  whom  at  least 
are  foreigners,  and  not  Englishmen  at  all.  And 
yet  to  please  these  people  we  have  passed 
through  legislation  this  House  which  says  that 
not  one  of  our  boys  is  to  be  permitted  to  learn 
to  be  a  sailor.    Is  this  a  position  for  a  maritime 
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eolony  to  plaoe  iteelf  in  ?  We  are  making  our- 
flelvos  a  laughing-stock  to  the  whole  civilised 
world,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Legisla- 
ture ever  allowed  such  a  Bill  to  pass.  When  it 
was  going  through  the  House  I  almost  stood 
alone  in  opposing  it.  At  that  time  a  sort  of 
craze  or  mania  passed  over  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  They  were  afraid  to  resist  anything  in- 
troduced to  the  House  by  labour  unions  how- 
ever absurd  it  was.  Now  we  find,  through  our 
action,  we  have  shut  out  our  own  boys  from 
this  avenue  of  employment,  and  if  we  wish  to 
send  them  to  sea  we  have  to  send  them  out  of 
the  colony,  and  we  have  handed  over  the  whole 
of  our  shipping  trade  to  a  class  of  men  one-half 
of  whom  have  no  sympathy  with  us  and  do  not 
belong  to  us.  That  is  the  ipsition  of  New  Zea- 
land. I  felt  more  annoyed  than  amused  when 
reading  of  the  public  meetings  in  some  of  the 
large  centres  wnere  they  style  themselves  navy 
leagues.  These  people  talk  a  lot  of  humbug 
and  nonsense  about  forming^  navy  leagues  and 
ap^aling  to  the  Imperial  Government  for  a 
training-ship  for  our  boys  ;  and  yet,  if  you  in- 
•quire  who  these  people  are,  you  will  find  that 
a  large  percentage  supported  this  villainous 
legislation  that  has  closed  this  avenue  of  em- 
ployment to  our  boys.  In  a  few  years  we 
«hall  have  handed  over  the  whole  of  our 
slapping  trade  to  the  hands  of  foreigners.  I 
canaot  anderstand  how  any  Legislature  could 
have  ever  permitted  such  a  Bill  to  pass.  How- 
ever, I  am  not  responsible  for  it ;  I  did  all  I 
could  to  prevent  it  passing,  and  there  my  re- 
sponsibility ceases.  Then,  we  had  an  exhibition 
a  few  weeks  ago  in  Auckland,  when  the  Board 
of  Conciliation  met  to  deal  with  certain  ques- 
tions affecting  the  steamship  companies  there. 
And  those  who  followed  the  inquiry  must  see 
the  ridiculous  position  we  have  placed  our- 
selves in,  when  a  man  could  be  sent  from  the 
other  end  of  the  colony  to  come  up  and  stay 
in  Auckland  to  makQ  mischief — a  professional 
agitator  who  will  not  work,  but  who  gets  his 
living  as  a  public  agitator ;  he  comes  up  there, 
and  after  two  or  three  months  in  the  place 
cites  the  various  shipping  companies  before  the 
Board,  and  we  know  the  result.  Then,  another 
Cact  that  has  emanated  from  this  business  is 
the  set  made  against  the  use  of  oil-engines 
in  some  of  our  small  coasting-vessels.  Those 
who  live  in  the  districts  north  of  Auck- 
land know  how  this  will  affeot  the  settlers. 
Honourable  members  hailing  from  the  South, 
where  they  have  railways  passing  their  doors, 
cannot  understand  the  position.  There  are 
many  districts  in  the  northern  provinces  of 
this  Island  where  regular  steamers  cannot 
approcbch  owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the 
water,  and  there  is  no  means  of  conveying 
produce  to  market  except  by  water.  And  at 
present  there  are  many  districts  in  my  own 
electorate  where  numbers  of  settlers  are  un- 
able to  send  their  butter,  and  cheese,  eggs,  or 
perishable  produce  of  any  kind  to  market. 
Tiicy  simply  grow  what  they  consume  them- 
selves and  nothing  more,  for  the  simple  reason 
tliat  there  are  so  many  transhipments  and  so 
much  waste  of  time,  and  so  much  handling 


by  the  time  the  produce  gets  to  the  Auck- 
land market,  that  it  is  almost  unsaleable  and 
unfit  for  use.  They  are  therefore  placed  in 
this  position :  their  fruit  drops  off  the  trees 
and  rots,  and  they  are  unable  to  make  butter 
except  for  their  own  use  as  they  cannot  get 
access  to  a  market,  and  they  are  practicaJly 
doomed  to  a  miserable  existence.  In  order  to 
meet  these  difficulties  a  large  number  of  these 
settlers  combined  together  and  formed  a  com- 
pany, and  had  a  flat-bottomed  scow  built,  and 
an  oil-encine  put  in  her.  This  scow,  having 
been  made  specially  for  this  trade,  had  only 
made  her  second  trip  when  the  master  got 
notice  that  he  must  take  the  engine  out  of  her 
or  employ  an  engineer  to  take  charge  of  it, 
which  meant  stopping  the  whole  boat.  This, 
again  has  emanated  from  these  unions.  Some 
say  the  engineers  are  at  the  bottom  of  it; 
and  others  say  the  shipping  companies,  who 
fear  that  these  sailing-vessels  propelled  by 
I  oil-engines  up  the  rivers  are  going  to  in- 
jure the  trade  of  the  steamers.  But,  there 
is  the  fact,  that  influence  has  been  brought  to 
bear  to  induce  the  Government  to  threaten  to 
stop  the  use  of  oil-engines  on  these  boats. 
And  I  warn  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  be 
careful  how  he  allows  anything  of  this  kind, 
because  the  settlers  must  not  be  driven  off 
their  farms;  they  must  not  be  starved  or 
driven  out  of  their  homes  at  the  dictation 
of  any  union.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
unions  so  long  as  they  attend  to  their  own 
business  and  their  own  affairs;  they  are  use- 
ful in  their  own  way ;  but  when  they  attempt 
to  use  their  influence  with  the  Government  to 
say  that  settlers  shall  not  be  allowed  to  provide 
means  to  get  their  produce  to  market,  then 
it  is  time  to  step  in  and  protest  against  them. 
There  is  one  thing  certain:  that  the  country 
settlers — the  bone  and  sinew  of  this  country, 
the  real  body  of  the  workers  of  the  colony — are 
not  going  to  allow  themselves  to  be  crushed  by 
any  handful  of  men,  no  matter  what  union 
they  may  belong  to  ;  and  the  sooner  the 
Government  and  the  sooner  these  unions 
realise  that  fact  the  better.  I  say  the  country 
settlers  will  not  permit  themselves  to  be 
crushed,  and  I  warn  the  Minister  of  Marine  to 
be  very  careful  how  he  deals  with  this  question 
of  oil-engines.  Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  fruit  industry. 
In  this  Statement  we  are  told  that — 

'*  The  fruit  industry  continues  to  expand, 
and  since  the  Import  duty  on  ceitain  fruits 
was  imposed  quite  an  impetus  has  been  given 
to  the  culture  of  fruit.  Considerable  areas  are 
being  planted  with  vines.  The  several  experts 
have  been  kept  busy  imparting  information  to 
settlers.*' 

Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  talk  plainly  on  this 
question  to  the  Minister  of  Lands.  I  do  not 
blame  him  personally.  I  know  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  look  after  all  these  small  matters ; 
but  there  is  something  wrong  with  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  or  with  whoever  is  run- 
ning it,  with  reference  to  this  fruit  industry, 
and  I  shall  tell  him  so  in  a  very  few  minutes. 
The  particular    class    of    the   fruit   industry 
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which  I  now  wish  to  refer  to  is  the  culti- 
vation of  the  citrus  fruits.  All  over  New 
Zealand  the  settlers  can  grow  common  fruits, 
like  apples,  plums,  and  pears,  without  the 
aid  of  8bny  fruit  expert.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  send  a  fruit  expert  to 
tell  any  man  how  to  grow  apples ;  hut  in  the 
northern  provinces  of  Auckland — from  Auck- 
land to  Mangonui,  a  distance  of  three  hundred 
miles — there  is  a  large  area  of  country  that 
Is  naturally  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of 
lemons  and  oranges,  and  to  he  ahle  to  grow 
this  class  of  fruit  successfully  you  must  he  in  a 
position  to  fight  the  insect-pests  that  attack 
this  fruit.  The  pests  that  attack  this  cImr  of 
fruit-tree  do  not  attack  any  other  tree,  and 
they  constitute  a  special  industry  by  them- 
selves. Now,  how  has  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment come  to  the  assistance  of  those  who  are 
endeavouring  to  establish  that  industry?  Two 
years  ago  it  was  found  that  an  insect  called  the 
mealy-bug  had  attacked  the  vineries,  and  it 
was  found  almost  impossible  to  grow  grapes 
for  the  market.  Every  appliance  that  could  be 
thought  of  was  resorted  to,  and  it  became  so 
expensive  to  combat  with  these  insects  that 
many  of  those  engaged  in  that  industry 
seriously  contemplated  cutting  down  their 
Tines  altogether.  It  was  then  found  that  an 
insect  had  recently  been  discovered  in  Queens- 
land and  also  in  Honolulu  that  kept  down 
these  mealy-bugs,  and  application  was  made 
several  times  to  the  Agricultural  Department 
to  try  if  possible  to  introduce  this  parasite 
that  lived  on  the  mealy-bug.  But  there 
was  always  some  excuse  made,  and  nothing 
could  be  done.  Then  at  last  the  fruitgrowers, 
who  have  formed  themselves  into  an  organiza- 
tion, agreed  to  subscribe  sufficient  money  to 
send  over  to  Queensland  or  to  Honolulu  for  a 
supply  of  these  parasites,  and  application  was 
made  to  the  Agricultural  Department  to  allow 
their  officer,  Captain  Broun,  who  is  acting  as 
their  Entomologist  in  the  Auckland  District,  to 
proceed  over  to  Queensland  or  to  Honolulu, 
and  the  fruit-growers  would  provide  the  money 
for  his  expenses.  Honourable  members  will 
perhaps  be  a  little  surprised  when  I  tell  them 
that  this  application  was  refused.  We  were 
told  there  was  no  necessity  to  send  any  one 
to  secure  these  insects;  that  they  would  be 
brought  here  in  the  usual  way  either  from 
Honolulu  or  Queensland.  Well,  about  twelve 
months  ago  there  were  some  insects  sent 
over  to  thTe  Agricultural  Department  from 
Queensland.  They  were  immediately  sent  to 
Auckland  to  Captain  Broun,  and  he  came  up 
to  distribute  them  to  the  fruit-growers.  At  that 
time  the  crop  of  grapes  was  about  half-grown, 
and  the  large  growers  had  commenced  to  fumi- 
gate their  vineries.  They  said,  *'  We  cannot 
take  these  insects  now,  because  we  should  have 
to  stop  the  fumigation  of  our  vineries,  and  so 
lose  our  whole  crop."  However,  to  meet  the 
case,  I  had  a  small  vinery  of  my  own — only  a 
small  affair — and  I  placed  this  vinery  at  Captain 
Broun's  disposal.  I  said,  "  Very  well,  put  them 
there ;  I  do  not  mind  about  the  crop.  It  will 
be  a  good  breeding  place  to  raise  these  insects, 
Mr,  B.  Thompson 


and  we  will  afterwards  distribute  them."  At 
the  same  time  there  were  a  few  of  them  put 
into  feeding  -  boxes,  and  a  number  of  mealy- 
bugs were  collected  and  put  into  these  boxes 
also.  They  were  kept  under  strict  observation 
under  magnifying- glasses  in  order  to  watch 
their  procedure,  and  it  was  immediately  found 
that  the  supposed  parasite  that  lived  on  the 
mealy-bugs  would  not  touch  the  mealy-bug  at 
all.  The  fact  was  that  the  wrong  parasite  had 
been  sent  over.  Yet,  at  the  same  time  this 
affair  was  going  on,  the  so-called  Entomologist 
of  the  Agricultural  Department,  I  notice  by 
the  newspapers,  had  addressed  a  meeting  of 
fruit-growers  in  the  Hutt  district  and  told  them 
that  they  had  now  introduced  a  parasite  that 
would  destroy  all  the  mealy- bugs  in  New 
Zealand,  and  that  in  another  twelve  months 
there  would  be  no  mealy-bugs  in  New  Zealand. 
And  this  parasite  turned  out  to  be  a  parasite 
that  was  useless  to  cope  with  the  mealy-bug. 
The  result  was  that  I  lost  my  small  crop  of 
grapes,  although  that  did  not  matter,  and  the 
whole  of  the  fruit-growers  suffered  a  disappoint- 
ment as  well.  Very  well,  a  short  time  ago  the 
Agricultural  Department's  Entomologist — I  do 
not  think  he  is  an  entomologist  anywhere  in  the 
colony  except  in  Wellington— was  sent  to  Aus- 
tralia for  this  parasite.  Now,  I  am  dealing  fully 
with  this  case  because  I  wish  the  Minister  to 
know  of  it.  I  suppose  he  has  not  time  to  know 
about  it,  but  I  think  he  should  know  of  it.  This 
gentleman  calling  himself  an  entomologist  was 
sent  to  Australia  at  the  expense  of  the  State  to 
collect  these  parasites.  Well,  Sir,  he  collected 
them  right  enough,  and  there  were  two  boxes  or 
parcels  forwarded,  each  of  which  I  think  con- 
tained about  one  hundred  parasites.  But  what 
happened  was  this  :  When  they  arrived  in 
Whangarei  there  were  only  ten  alive  in  one  box 
and  twelve  in  another.  And  I  will  explain  how 
that  came  about.  This  Mr.  Entomologist,  who 
professes  to  know  all  about  these  insects,  whep 
he  got  the  insects  collected  in  Queensland 
he  shipped  them  direct  to  Wellington  in  the 
middle  of  winter.  Now,  we  all  know  that 
insects  which  inhabit  semi-tropical  countriea 
cannot  be  removed  suddenly  to  a  cold  cli- 
mate. Instead  of  shipping  them  direct  to 
Auckland,  he  sent  them  vid  Wellington,  in 
boxes  that  wore  not  properly  ventilated  and 
that  did  not  contain  sufficient  food  for  them  to 
eat.  The  result  was  that,  between  starvation 
and  cold  and  want  of  ventilation,  out  of  two 
hundred  parasites  only  twenty-two  of  them 
reached  Whangarei  in  a  half -alive  state.  These 
have  been  carefully  put  away  in  f  eedinggrounds^ 
but  whether  they  will  survive  or  not  I  do  not 
know ;  but  this  will  show  the  folly  of  having^ 
any  one  to  deal  with  a  subject  of  this  kind  who 
really  does  not  understand  it.  A  man  may  sit 
down  in  the  office  and  read  all  the  books  that 
have  ever  been  printed  on  entomology,  and  he 
may  be  able  to  talk  about  the  botanic  and 
scientific  name  of  every  plant  and  insect; 
but  to  be  of  any  real  use  in  dealing  with  this 
question  he  has  got  to  go  into  the  fields 
and  the  various  places  where  the  parasites 
live,  and  make  himself  acquainted  with  their 
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faabito.  He  must  do  that  to  be  of  any  use 
whatever.  And  it  is  kndwn  in  dealing  with 
these  insects  that  the  question  of  olimate 
▼aries  their  habits  entirely.  I  want  the  House 
to  see  the  great  difficulty  those  who  have  gone 
into  this  class  of  industry  have  experienced. 
We  have  practically  had  no  assistance  from  the 
Agricultural  Department,  because  the  only  so- 
caJled  assistance  we  have  had  has  done  us 
more  harm  than  good,  and  simply  because 
the  person  who  was  authorised  to  take  the 
matter  in  hand  did  not  understand  the  subject 
properly.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  do  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  encourage  this  class  of 
fruit-culture.  We  have  in  that  district  lands 
so i table  to  grow  oranges  and  lemons,  and 
various  kinds  of  subtropical  fruits;  but  our 
whole  trouble  is  this  constant  war  with  the 
insect-pests,  and,  unless  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment is  prepared  to  give  us  some  practi- 
cal assistance  in  this  matter,  it  is  utterly  hope- 
less to  attempt  to  go  on  with  the  industry. 
Four  years  ago  we  were  all  ready  to  chop 
down  our  orange-groves  and  lemon-orchards, 
owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  Icerya  purchasii 
which  has  taken  possession  of  our  trees  and 
hedges.  But  just  when  we  were  discussing  the 
question  of  whether  we  should  cut  them  down 
or  not,  the  Vedalia  beetle,  or  lady-bird,  was 
discoTered,  and  twelve  months  afterwards 
there  was  hardly  a  live  insect  of  the  Icerya 
purchtuU.  The  result  now  is  that,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  found  this  insect-pest 
can  be  combated,  the  settlers  have  taken  new 
hope,  and  we  believe  we  can  make  this  fruit- 
growing a  large  and  profitable  industry.  I 
hope  now  the  Minister  will  see  that  all  the 
necessary  assistance  required  will  be  given. 
Captain  Broun  is  a  gentleman  of  the  very 
highest  scientific  attainments  and  ability, 
and  he  is  thoroughly  competent  to  deal  with 
this  question,  but,  unfortunately,  he  is 
almost  unknown  to  the  Civil  Service  of  Wel- 
lington, and  he  is  a  man  of  very  retiring 
disposition,  one  who  never  attempts  to  push 
himself  forward.  The  result  is  that  for 
the  last  few  years  he  has  been  working  at 
labourers*  wages.  That  is  how  this  gentleman 
has  been  treated.  However,  perhaps  now  that 
the  matter  has  been  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Minister  he  will  see  that  everything 
possible  will  be  done  to  assist  this  industry. 
I  would  suggest  that  a  small  nursery  or  experi- 
mental farm  should  be  established  in  the  North 
of  Auckland,  in  one  of  those  districts  where  it 
is  found  that  fruit  can  be  grown  most  profit- 
ably. But  what  we  want  the  Goverzmient 
more  especially  to  do  is  to  introduce  all  the 
new  kinds  of  subtropical  fruits  that  we  can 
most  likely  produce  in  the  North  of  Auckland 
—  to  propagate  them,  and  experiment  with 
them,  and  find  out  what  will  suit  the  place, 
RO  that  individual  settlers  will  not  have  to 
do  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assist  the 
Irnit  growers  to  deal  with  these  insect  pests. 
If  this  is  done  I  venture  to  say  a  very  large 
and  profitable  industry  will  be  built  up  in  that 
peat,  of  the  country ;  because  to  us  in  the 
.North   the  fruit-growing   industry  is   just  as 


important  as  the  frozen-meat  industry  is  to 
the  runholders  of  Canterbury,  for  instance. 
The  part  of  the  country  I  refer  to  is  par- 
ticularly suitable  for  small  settlers,  and  par- 
ticularly suitable  to  this  class  of  industry ;  and 
unless  you  establish  an  industry  of  that  kind 
I  do  not  see  what  else  you  can  do  with  the 
country.  There  is  no  doubt  to  my  mind  that 
it  can  be  made  a  great  success  if  fairly  assisted. 
We  do  not  want  great  assistance  in  the  shape 
of  money — the  settlers  do  not  expect  it — but 
we  want  the  Gk)vernment  to  find  some  means 
of  introducing  the  various  kinds  of  fruit,  so  that 
the  people  up  there  may  make  use  of  their  land. 
Now,  I  wish  to  mention  one  difficulty  we  are 
in  at  present.  A  number  of  us  have  gone  in  for 
orange- growing.  We  have  got  all  our  orange- 
trees  from  Sydney,  and  we  can  produce  all  &e 
varieties  they  grow  there;  and  the  result  ie 
that  just  when  our  market  in  New  Zealand  is 
glutted  with  Sydney  fruit  ours  are  also  ripe, 
and  we  have  to  send  them  to  the  market  also. 
Now,  we  want  a  later  variety.  I  am  told  that 
in  California  and  Florida  they  have  quite  a 
number  of  varieties  of  oranges  growing  there, 
so  that  they  can  regulate  the  market  for  some 
eight  or  nine  months  of  the  year.  If  the 
Government  will  assist  us  in  some  way  of  that 
kind  by  introducing  other  varieties  of  fruit, 
so  that  we  can  have  fruit  going  to  the  market 
during  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  it  may  be 
the  making  of  this  industry  in  New  Zealand. 
The  fruit-growers  are  prepared  to  help  them- 
selves as  far  as  they  possibly  can,  and  they  do 
not  ask  for  assistance  in  the  shape  of  money. 
Now,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  management  of  our  small  railways. 
We  have  at  the  present  time  open  for  work  17 
miles  and  74  chains  of  railway.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  district,  on  the  Kaihu  Bail  way, 
they  have  17  miles  and  20  chains,  making  a 
difference  of  24  chains  in  the  distance  of 
these  two  lines.  Now,  see  how  we  are  treated 
with  regard  to  these  two  small  lines.  Honour- 
able members  may,  perhaps,  be  surprised 
that  I  should  find  fault  with  the  manage- 
ment of  our  railways.  Well,  I  know  the 
Minister  for  Railways  is  very  attentive  to 
his  work,  and  that  he  makes  a  very  good  ad- 
ministrator of  the  Bailway  Department;  but 
somehow  there  has  been  some  blundering  there, 
and  who  is  responsible  for  it  I  do  not  know. 
The  position  is  this  :  that  the  timber-owners  in 
the  Puhipuhi,  who  are  hauling  their  log-timber 
over  17  miles  and  74  chains  of  line,  are  charged 
Is.  3d.  per  hundred,  while  on  the  other  side, 
on  the  Kaihu  Railway,  a  distance  of  only  54 
chains  less,  the  timber  is  hauled  for  lOd.  per 
hundred.  That,  Sir,  is  a  difference  of  50  per 
cent,  in  the  haulage  rates  of  those  two  lines. 
Now,  honourable  members  will  easily  see  the 
advantage  the  timber-owners  in  the  one  dis- 
trict have  over  those  in  the  other.  There 
is  just  as  great  a  competition  now  between 
the  sawmillers  and  timber-owners  as  between 
any  other  classes  of  trade;  and  the  result 
is  that  those  who  have  bought  timber  from 
the  Crown  in  the  Puhipuhi,  owing  to  the 
high  rate  for  haulage  on    the   railway,    are 
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obliged  now  to  take  large  quantities  to  the  River 
Wairoa  on  the  one  side  or  to  the  creeks  on 
the  East  Coast  on  the  other  side.  It  is  aJways 
just  a  matter  of  convenience,  having  regard 
to  the  nearness  of  the  timber,  as  to  which  side 
it  should  be  taken  out.  Some  months  ago  a 
deputation  waited  upon  me  and  represented 
that  unless  there  was  some  change  made  in 
the  tarifi  they  would  be  obliged  as  a  means 
of  self-protection  to  take  as  much  of  their 
timber  as  possible  either  to  the  East  Coast 
or  to  the  West  Coast,  because  they  were  handi- 
capped to  such  an  extent  by  the  difference 
in  haulage  rates  that  they  must  find  some 
other  means  of  getting  their  timber  to  market. 
The  result  is  that  a  large  portion  of  the  timber 
will  never  be  taken  over  the  railway  at  all.  I 
have  pointed  the  position  out  to  the  Minister 
several  times,  but  nothing  has  been  done. 
Then,  again,  it  was  arranged  that  booms 
should  be  erected,  and  conveniences  supplied 
for  loading  in  order  to  enable  them  to  work 
the  booms.  Bails  and  sleepers  were  laid  down 
to  the  bank  of  the  creek  for  that  purpose,  but 
a  few  weeks  ago,  to  the  surprise  of  everybody, 
Mr.  Lowe,  the  Bailway  Engineer,  appeared  on 
the  scene  unexpectedly  and  sent  in  a  re- 
port that  the  erection  of  these  booms  would 
endanger    the   existence  of   the  railway-line. 

3  SO  ^  that,  after  going  to  all  this  ex- 
'  pense— the  mill  was  erected  for  them 
ready  to  go  to  work — the  order  was  given  to 
countermand  the  erection  of  the  booms.  Of 
course,  the  result  is  that  nobody  now  can  use 
'the  creeks  to  bring  down  the  timber,  because 
once  they  put  these  heavy  logs  into  the  creek 
they  cannot  get  them  out  of  it  again.  They 
must  either  take  them  all  the  way  down  the 
Wairoa  to  the  West  Coast  or  sell  them  to  some 
of  the  larger  timber-owners  for  what  money 
they  can  get  for  them.  Then,  another  result  of 
this  different  tcuriff  is  that  the  large  number  of 
the  smaller  owners  of  timber,  finding  that  they 
cannot  use  the  creeks  for  floating  the  timber 
down  to  the  railway,  have  had  to  raise  money  to 
buy  teams,  and  they  are  now  hauling  this  timber 
over  the  county  roads  to  the  railway-stations 
at  a  heavy  cost,  with  this  result :  that  there  will 
not  be  a  road  in  the  district  the  timber  is 
hauled  over  that  will  not  be  destroyed.  Had 
booms  been  erected,  and  conveniences  supplied 
lor  loading  the  timber,  the  whole  of  it  would 
have  been  floated  down  the  creeks  to  the  rail- 
way, and  would  have  been  loaded  on  the 
trucks,  and  we  would  not  have  had  the  county 
roads  destroyed  by  the  hauling  of  this  timber 
over  them.  However,  I  cannot  understand 
why  this  difference  in  the  tariff  should  be 
fixed  on  the  lines.  The  Minister,  I  suppose, 
knows  why  it  has  been  done,  but  it  has  been 
a  mystery  to  every  one  in  the  district  why  the 
difference  of  50  per  cent,  should  be  put  upon 
the  railway  tariff  on  timber  in  the  one  district 
as  against  the  other. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— Because  there  is  a  big  hill 
to  climb,  and  it  costs  nearly  twice  as  much  to 
haul  it. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  quite  expected  that 
answer  from  the  honourable  gentleman.    I  ad- 
Mr,  R.  Thompson 


mit  there  is  a  hilUor  rather  a  stiff  grade,  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  make  me 
believe  that  the  difference  in  haulage  amounts 
to  50  per  cent.  And  then,  at  any  rate,  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  see  plainly  that 
owing  to  the  policy  that  is  going  to  be  adopted 
the  result  is  that  you  lose  a  large  amount  of 
freight  altogether.  Only  last  week  I  looked 
over  the  local  papers,  and  I  noticed  tenders 
called  for  a  contract  for  hauling  a  million  feet 
of  timber  across  the  dividing- range  to  the  East 
Coast,  while  all  that  timber  would  have  come 
over  the  railway-line  if  some  reasonable  con- 
cession had  been  granted.  However,  the  Kail- 
way  Department  are  taking  up  a  stand  on  this 
question,  and  I  suppose  they  will  please  them- 
selves. There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  an  unfortu- 
nate thing  that  after  building  this  railway,  and 
hurrying  it  on  specially  to  get  timber  to  market^ 
there  should  be  a  prohibitive  tariff  placed 
upon  it,  and  that  owners  of  that  timber  should 
be  handicapped  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent,  as 
against  the  owners  of  timber  in  the  Wairoa.  Of 
course,  it  is  impossible  for  men  to  send  timber 
by  railway  at  a  loss  to  themselves.  I  do  not 
blame  them  for  taking  the  timber  in  another 
direction  if  they  can  it  get  cheaper  to  the  mar- 
ket. Of  course,  they  will  do  it  if  they  can  get 
it  down  cheaper.  I  want  to  call  attention  to 
another  thing  before  I  leave  this  subject,  it 
is  this :  Mr.  Lowe,  when  visiting  the  district, 
through  some  means  or  another  which  I  can- 
not understand,  never  waited  on  the  engineers 
for  the  Public  Works  Department.  There  is  a 
Resident  Engineer  who  has  been  there  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  There  is  a  District  Engi- 
neer in  Auckland  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  this  district,  but  Mr.  Lowe  never  saw  the 
place  in  his  life  before ;  yet  when  he  came  up 
there  he  by  some  means  or  another — no  doubt 
intentionally,  because  he  met  the  Public  Works 
Engineer  there — never  spoke  to  him  ;  he  nftver 
told  him  his  business ;  he  never  asked  him  for 
information  as  to  these  booms,  and  the  only 
person  that  he  consulted  or  tried  to  get  any  in- 
formation from  was  the  manager  of  one  of  these 
millowners  who  is  not  taking  out  any  timber  by 
the  railway  at  all,  and  does  not  intend  to  take 
any  out.  Whether  that  bush  manager  ciune 
there  accidentally,  or  whether  he  was  there  by 
any  prearrangement  or  not  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say,  and  I  leave  it  to  honourable  memTOrs  to 
form  their  own  opinions.  But  I  repeat  that 
Mr.  Lowe  never  consulted  the  Public  Works 
Engineers,  and  neither  Mr.  Vickerman  nor 
Mr.  Houston,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  rail- 
way on  the  ground,  were  told  his  business  ; 
and,  that  being  the  case,  I  say  there  mast 
be  something  behind  the  scenes  that  I,  at 
least  cannot  see  through.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
placed  this  matter  fully  before  the  House  and 
the  Minister,  and  he  can  just  take  any  coarse 
he  likes,  but  I  say  that  unless  some  alteration 
is  made  the  larger  portion  of  that  timber  wiU 
go  down  by  the  East  and  West  Coasts  and 
our  own  railways  will  lose  the  freight.  Now^ 
Sir,  I  would  like  to  just  say  a  word  or  two  in 
reference  to  what  is  said  about  forestry  in  the 
Financial  Statement.    I  hope  the  Government 
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is  not  going  to  be  brought  into  any  wild  scheme 
for  the  planting  of  forests  in  the  North  Island. 
80  far  as  the  Aaokland  Province  is  concerned, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  establish  forests  owing 
to  the  risk  of  fires.  Probably  it  might  be 
done  on  the  plains  of  Taupe,  but  anywhere 
north  of  Taupo  I  hope  the  Government  will 
not  attempt  to  plant  any  forests.  Another 
matter  I  wish  to  refer  to  is  the  question  of 
the  abolition  of  the  Native  Land  Court.  I 
mnst  congratulate  the  Government  upon 
their  intention  to  abolish  the  Native  Land 
Court.  I  think  it  will  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  colony  if  the  Native  Land  Court,  with 
all  its  evil  surroundings,  is  wiped  out  of  exist- 
ence ;  and  I  hope  that  when  the  Bill  is  brought 
down  the  House  will  support  the  abolition  of 
that  Court.  We  have  seen  too  much  of  the 
evils  of  dealing  with  Native  land  through  the 
Native  Land  Court,  and  I  for  one  will  be 
pleased  when  it  is  abolished.  Just  one  word 
with  regard  to  the  Realisation  Board.  I  hold 
Btnmg  opinions  in  reference  to  this  Board 
having  the  realisation  of  the  assets,  and  the 
sooner  that  Board  is  abolished  and  the  reali- 
sation and  management  of  these  estates  placed 
under  the  Lands  Department  the  better  it 
will  be.  Why  one  or  two  persons  should  be 
allowed  the  full  control  and  management  of 
these  estates  I  cannot  understand.  It  follows, 
of  course,  that  these  gentlemen  are  not  going 
to  abolish  their  own  office  as  long  as  they 
ean  hold  on  to  it.  They  will  keep  the  control 
of  these  estates  and  provide  good  appointments 
for  themselves  and  their  friends  as  long  as 
it  is  possible  for  them  to  do  it.  I  have  no 
hope  whatever  of  seeing  these  estates  wound 
up  so  long  as  we  have  a  Realisation  Board  in 
existence,  and  I  hope  that  before  long  they 
will  be  placed  under  different  control.  Just 
one  or  two  words  in  reference  to  what  has 
been  said  in  this  Statement  about  the  intro- 
duction of  the  ramie  grass,  or  rhea.  I  have 
been  looking  at  some  authorities  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  Snd  that  it  grows  in  Japckn,  India, 
Bumah,  Java,  Malay,  and  the  West  Indies. 
Now,  Sir,  what  use  is  there  in  cultivating 
such  a  plant  in  the  climate  of  New  Zealand? 
Sir,  I  would  not  have  referred  to  the  matter 
at  all  but  for  this  reason  :  that  probably 
some  persons  who  do  not  understand  any- 
thing about  it  might  be  induced  to  spend 
money  in  the  cultivation  or  propagation  of 
tiiat  plant,  and  might  then  find  themselves 
involved  in  loss.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
not  seriously  consider  anything  of  the  kind. 
I  say  at  once,  it  is  impossible  to  cultivate  it 
Rtiooessfully  and  with  financial  advantage  in 
New  Zealand.  It  cannot  be  done,  and  I  hope 
chat  no  person  will  be  indnoed  to  cultivate 
it.  Another  word  I  wish  to  say, — I  find  my 
time  is  nearly  up, — vnth  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion of  locaJ  government.  I  hope,  Sir,  before 
this  session  comes  to  an  end,  that  the  Go- 
venunent  will  bring  down  a  Bill  dealing  with 
local  government,  and  pass  it.  We  have  been 
promised  that  year  after  year,  and  still  nothing 
18  done;  and  if  there  is  one  Bill  more  than 
another  that  the  people  of   this  colony    are 


desirous  of  seeing  introduced  and  carried 
through  it  is  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question 
of  local  government.  At  the  present  time  I 
say  that  New  Zealand  is  far  more  prosperous 
than  ever  it  has  been  before  in  its  history. 
From  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  we 
have  every  sign  of  prosperity ;  there  is  no  doubt 
of  it.  Still,  behind  all  that  prosperity  we 
have  this  horrible  question  of  charitable  aid 
cropping  up  everywhere  we  go.  The  position 
is  this :  that  a  large  number  of  people  in  New 
Zealand  have  now  got  to  look  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  the  Charitable  Aid  Boards  for  a 
living,  instead  of  going  and  working  honestly 
for  a  living.  New  Zealand  appears  to  have 
become  the  dumping- ground  for  loafers,  wife- 
deserters,  and  men  of  that  stamp,  who  come 
here  and  throw  their  wives  and  families  on  the 
Charitable  Aid  Boards,  and  then  clear  out. 
We  have  no  right  to  allow  ourselves  to  be  im- 
posed upon  by  that  class  of  men.  Whether 
the  blame  rests  with  the  administration,  or 
with  the  state  of  the  law,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say.  I  think  both,  probably,  are  to 
blame;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  and 
of  the  Government  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  wipe  this  blot  off  our  system.  Let  us  do 
something  to  deal  with  these  vagabonds 
who  are  at  present  trading  on  the  Charitable 
Aid  Boards  of  the  colony.  We  are  always 
ready  and  willing  to  help  those  who  are  not 
able  to  help  themselves,  but  we  should  not  help 
able-bodied  men ;  we  should  not  allow  them  to 
cast  their  wives  and  families  on  the  Charitable 
Aid  Boards  and  then  snap  their  fingers  at  them 
and  clear  out.  This  Government  will  not  be 
doing  its  duty  unless  it  introduces  a  Bill  this 
session  dealing  with  this  subject.  In  reference 
to  the  financial  position  of  the  colony,  I  must 
congratulate  the  Government  and  the  people  of 
the  colony  that  we  are  so  prosperous.  There  is 
no  doubt  whatever  that  New  Zealand  is  pro- 
sperous. There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
financial  position  of  the  colony  is  sound ;  but  we 
must  bear  this  in  mind:  that  at  the  present 
time  produce  of  every  description  has  reached  & 
price  which  means  very  little  profit  to  the  pro- 
ducer ;  and  if  a  further  fall  oomes  in  the  price 
of  our  staple  products,  then  I>f  ear  our  prosperity 
will  soon  come  to  an  end.  If  there  is  a  fall  in 
mutton,  in  wool,  in  butter,  or  in  farm  produce, 
then  it  will  reach  a  point  when  there  will  be  no 
profit  to  the  producer,  and  then  I  fear  we  shall 
have  a  change  in  the  present  state  of  things. 
Our  Government  ought,  therefore,  lo  be  very 
careful,  and  husband  our  resources  and  assist 
industries  as  much  as  they  possibly  can.  All 
over  Burope  they  are  in  the  same  trouble  with 
producers.  Prices  have  now  reached  so  low  an 
ebb  that  the  producers  can  hardly  live,  and 
they  are  driven  off  the  farms  into  the  towns. 
Take,  for  example,  the  flax  industry  in  my  own 
country — the  North  of  Ireland — at  one  time 
the  staple  product  of  the  country.  Now, 
owing  to  a  reduction  in  price,  and  to  Conti- 
nental competition,  most  of  the  spinning- 
mills  there  are  importing  their  fiax  from 
the  Continent,  and  the  growth  of  fiax  has 
almost  entirely  disappeared,  simply  because  it 
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would  not  pay.  It  will  be  just  the  same  with  ub. 
If  prioeB  keep  falling  we  shall  find  producers 
not  able  to  produce  any  longer  at  a  profit. 
Then  where  will  all  this  agitation  be  about 
eight  hours,  master  and  apprentice,  and  so  on  ? 
Once  the  producers  cure  no  longer  able  to  pro- 
duce at  a  profit  our  whole  labour-market  will 
undergo  a  ^at  change.  The  whole  prosperity 
of  the  colony  depends  on  that  one  thing,  and  if 
the  price  of  produce  once  drops  below  a  payable 
point,  then,  I  say,  good-bye  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  colony. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  going 
to  be  an  exception  in  this  debate  in  one  par- 
ticular :  I  shall  occupy  the  very  shortest  time 
in  the  debate  of  any  member  of  this  House. 
Sir,  I  agree  with  the  last  speaker  that  the  de- 
bate has  been  unduly  prolonged,  and  the  sooner 
it  is  brought  to  an  end  the  better.  But,  Sir,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  for  one 
should  not  be  doing  my  duty,  having  sat  here 
during  this  debate  very  patiently,  if  I  did  not 
try  to  give  a  practical  turn  to  the  debate  before 
it  terminates.  Sir,  every  subject  has  been 
dealt  with  that  is  put  into  this  voluminous 
Budget;  and  every  one  of  those  subjects 
that  have  been  dealt  with  by  members  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  will,  I  doubt  not,  be 
dealt  with  again,  either  in  Bills  that  are  to 
come  up  or  upon  the  estimates.  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  not  to  speak  on  those  subjects,  and 
I  shall  now  only  speak  upon  one  subject,  and 
upon  that  subject  I  shall  ask  the  House  to 
express  a  definite  opinion.  Sir,  the  House  is 
aware  that  I  hold  a  strong  opinion  as  to  the 
present  political  position  of  the  colony.  The 
House  IS  aware  that  I  hold  the  opinion  that 
our  parliamentary  institutions  and  our  public 
administration  have  been  driftinff,  and  are  not 
having  fair-play.  Now,  Sir,  the  particular 
question  which  I  have  taken  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  of  dealing  with  is  one  on  which 
I  have  spoken  on  a  previous  occasion,  and  upon 
which  I  feel  that  I  am  bound,  irrespective  of 
party  or  of  any  other  considerations,  as  an 
old  member  of  this  House,  as  an  old  colonist 
and  an  old  settler,  to  express  a  very  definite 
opinion.  The  question  that  I  am  going  to 
ask  the  House  to  express  an  opinion  upon  is 
this :  It  is  a  question  in  respect  of  which  I 
believe  a  large  majority  of  this  House  have 
already  formed  definite  opinions,  and  in  respect 
of  which  there  is  no  need  of  a  lengthy  debate 
or  discussion.  If  I  had  thought  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  creating  a  long  discussion  or  of 
prolonging  the  debate  I  might  have  hesitated, 
however  strong  my  feelings  were,  to  bring  the 
subject  up.  As  it  is.  Sir,  I  am  going  to  ask  the 
House  to  affirm  a  piinciple,  on  the  maintenance 
of  which  I  believe  the  purity  of  administration 
and  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  honour 
and  integrity  of  our  public  men  will  in  the 
future  largely  depend.  The  resolution  which 
I  am  going  to  ask  this  House  to  pass  is 
this:  "That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
it  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  which 
should  guide  the  administration  of  public 
Affairs  that  Ministers  of  the  Grown  should 
hold  positions  as  directors  or  advisers  of 
Afr.  R,  Thompson 


syndicates  or  companies  whose  businosa  is 
liable  to  bring  them  int-o  relations  with  depart- 
ments of  the  State.*'  The  resolution  is  a  veiy 
simple  one,  and  the  House  knows  perfectly  well 
what  it  means.  It  is  a  resolution  which  I  think 
this  House  should  pass.  I  wish  it  could  do  it 
unanimously ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  feel 
that  both  sides  of  the  House  and  the  Mlnistiy 
themselves  are  interested  in  a  decision  upon 
this  question.  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  de- 
layed. This  question  has  been  discussed  every- 
where, and  it  is  time  that  the  House  let  the 
country  know  that  it  has  an  opinion  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  importance.  I  am  speaking,  I 
say,  on  my  own  responsibility,  apart  from  party, 
and  with  the  sole  desire,  as  an  old  member  of 
the  House,  that  a  question  of  this  importance 
should  be  dealt  with  in  the  manner  which  it 
deserves.  I  appeal  to  Ministers,  and  I  am 
fain  to  believe  they  have  been  led  to  a  course 
of  actJbn  the  real  purport  and  result  of  which 
they  may  not  have  realised.  I  say,  Sir,  they 
may  not  have  realised  it,  though  they  should 
have  done  so,  as  there  are  precedents  in  point 
— one  where,  I  think,  Mr.  Lamaoh  resigned 
the  directorship  of  a  New  Zealand  company 
on  joining  the  Stout- Vogel  Government ;  and 
another  case  in  England,  where  Sir  James 
Ferguson  declined,  as  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  direc- 
tory of  large  companies  at  Home  connected 
with  shipping.  There  are  a  number  of  similar 
instances  which  I  think  Ministers  cannot 
have  remembered  when,  as  I  understand, 
they  took  up  positions  as  directors  and  ad- 
visers of  public  companies.  As  I  say,  I  ap- 
peal to  Ministers  not  to  make  this  question 
a  party  question.  I  think  I  am  entitled  to 
ask  that  of  them.  I  have  taken  upon  myself 
the  responsibility  of  proposing  this  amend- 
ment apart  from  party,  and  I  trust  it  will 
be  dealt  with  by  Ministers  and  by  members 
on  the  other  side,  and  also  by  members  on  my 
own  side  of  the  House — a  number  of  whom 
were  not  aware  that  I  was  to  bring  this  resoln- 
tion  forward — in  the  spirit  in  which  I  have 
brought  it  forward.  I  trust  the  House  will 
show  the  country  that  it  is  able  to  give  a  dis- 
passionate opinion,  without  feeling,  upon  a 
subject  of  this  kind.  Sir,  I  make  no  charges 
of  corruption,  nor  any  personal  attacks  on 
Ministers.  I  was  sorry  last  night  to  hear  the 
Minister  of  Mines  imply  that  I  had  made 
charges  of  that  kind.  I  have  made  no  chaiges 
of  corruption.  I  have  made  no  personal 
attacks ;  but  I  say  the  determination  of 
this  question  is  one  upon  which  the  future 
cause  of  good  government  largely  depends. 
Sir,  I  have  no  personal  ambition  to  serve, 
and  I  have  no  desire  for  office,  or  to  do 
anything  but  occupy  the  position  I  have 
occupied  recently  and  for  many  years  in  this 
House.  And  I  think.  Sir,  that  the  motion 
should  be  taken  from  me  in  the  spirit  in  which 
it  is  moved  :  that.  Sir,  of  a  man  who  desires 
to  do  a  public  duty,  and  to  see  done  that  wbioh 
he  thinJcs  ought  to  be  done  by  the  House. 
Sir,  I  wish,  myself,  in  carrying  this  resolution — 
if  it  be  carried — to  maintain  the  hononvable 
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tzaditionB  of  the  past.  I  desire  that  those 
traditions  should  be  maintained  in  the  present. 
I  hope  we  may  hand  them  down  unBi:dlied  to 
those  who  come  after  us.  Sir,  I  leave  this 
zesolntion  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  if  permitted,  I  heg  to 
etate  that  I  should  not  be  doing  that  which  is 
courteous  to  the  honourable  gentleman  or  to 
those  who  sit  and  vote  with  him  did  I  not 
accept  this  amendment  in  the  spirit  intended, 
coming  at  this  juncture,  and  intercepting 
supply,  when  the  financial  debate  is  under 
discussion,  and  coming  from  the  member  for 
Biccarton,  an  ex-Minister  and  ex- leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  holding  the  position  he  does  in 
the  House.  There  is  only  one  alternative, 
much  as  I  regret  it,  and  that  is  to  accept 
this  amendment  as  a  direct  vote  of  want  of 
confidence. 

Mr.  FISHER. —Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  do  not 
address  myself  closely  and  directly  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Bicoar- 
too,  and  to  the  resolution  he  has  proposed,  it 
is  not  out  of  any  want  of  respect  for  him,  or 
for  the  subject  which  he  has  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  House.  For  the  honourable 
member  for  Biccarton,  for  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  every  member  of  his  party,  I 
have  a  sincere  regard,  and  neither  in  the  House 
nor  oat  of  it  would  I  say  a  disrespectful  word 
of  any  one  of  them.  I  wish  to  take  advantage 
of  this  debate — this  tedious  and  wearisome  de- 
bate— to  refer  to  one  or  two  matters  touched 
upon  by  some  honourable  members  who  have 
spoken.  And  first  of  all,  and  most  important  of 
all,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  misapprehen- 
sion which  appears  to  have  arisen  in  the  public 
mind  with  respect  to  an  observation  of  my  own 
made  during  the  last  few  days.  It  is  in  regard 
to  what  took  place  at  the  caucus.  It  seems  to 
be  thought  that  my  relations  with  the  Qovem- 
ment  have  become  disturbed  in  some  degree. 
I  wish  now  to  proclaim  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  that  I  was  returned  to  Parliament  to 
support  this  Government,  and  I  shall  remain 
a  supporter  of  this  Government  throughout 
the  present  Parliament.  I  claim  the  ri^t,  of 
course,  to  criticize  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  an  independent  mind;  but,  as  to 
any  question  of  principle  affecting  the  existence 
of  the  Liberal  party,  I  shall  support  the  Go- 
vernment on  all  occasions.  And,  because  of  a 
misanderfitanding  which  arose  in  1890, 1  took 
the  precaution  after  the  last  election  to  write 
to  the  Premier  informing  him  that  I  desired  no 
office  whatever.  It  therefore  cannot  now  be  said 
that  I  am  an  office-seeker.  Two  honourable 
members  who  sit  behind  me — Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Smith,  of  Christchurch  —  have,  during 
this  and  previous  debates,  made  remarks  of  a 
character  hurtful  to  myself,  but  I  have  come 
to  believe  that  their  object  has  been  not  so 
much  to  wound  me  as  to  give  expression  to 
what  is  really  a  very  erroneous  belief.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  said  I  was  the  only  Minister  in 
this  colony  who  had  ever  been  dismissed  from 
office.    The  honourable  gentleman  is  wrong. 


I  resigned  my  office  into  the  hands  of  Sir 
James  Prendergast,  the  Administrator  of  the 
Government.  But  the  question  has  from  time 
to  time  arisen  as  to  the  cause  of  my  resigna- 
tion. If  all  the  correspondence  which  appears 
in  the  Appendices  for  1893  does  not  explain  it, 
perhaps  this  letter  from  Mr.  Ballance  will. 
He  says,— 

'<  Wanganui,  9th  April,  1869. 

**Dbab  Mb.  Fishsb, — There  can  hardly  be 
a  doubt  that  the  real  cause  of  the  action  of  the 
Premier  is  your  opposition  to  so  much  of  his 
policy,  and  especially  to  the  Te  Kooti  fiasco. 
I  can  well  understand  that  the  last  was  unfor- 
givable. You  may  rest  assured  that  the  beer 
prosecutions  would  not  have  been  made  tbe 
pretext  had  it  been  possible  to  state  publicly 
the  real  reasons  which  prompted  their  action. 
That,  of  course,  could  not  be  done.  You  need 
not  expect  mercy  or  consideration  from  your 
late  colleagues.  You  must  be  armed  at  all 
points  to  meet  them. — ^Yours  very  truly, 

"John  Ballance." 

There  is  the  letter,  signed  by  John  Ballance. 
Now,  surely  those  who  have  previously  been 
misinformed  in  regard  to  these  facts  will  ac- 
cept the  word  of  John  Ballance.  I  am  glad 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie,  is  here.  Afterwards,  a  very 
serious  question  of  veracity  arose  between  my- 
self and  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  It  was 
the  pinch,  the  pith,  of  the  whole  matter  lead- 
ing up  to  my  resignation.  It  was  a  question 
as  to  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  certain 
papers.  It  was  a  time  of  great  trial  in  the 
House  after  I  had  left  the  Ministry.  It  really 
meant  which  was  to  survive,  which  to  founder, 
on  tbe  score  of  veracity  and  honour.  I  think 
to  this  moment  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  believed 
every  word  he  said  with  reference  to  those 
papers,  but  he  solemnly  declared  to  the  House 
from  the  Premier's  seat  that  the  papers  never 
existed — that  I  did  not  forward  them  to  him 
at  Taranaki,  and  that  he  did  not  return  them 
to  me  at  Wellington.  When  I  heard  him 
make  that  statement  I  could  not  believe 
the  testimony  of  my  own  ears.  Being  very 
busily  engaged  at  the  time,  I  asked  my 
wife  to  find  them,  and,  although  she  ex- 
hausted  the  whole  of  one  Sunday  in  the 
search,  she  did  not  succeed.  However,  I  found 
them  myself,  and  brought  them  to  this  House 
and  showed  them  to  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie. 
I  felt  very  much  agitated,  and  I  asked  his 
advice  as  to  what,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  was  best  for  me  to  do.  He  said,  "  Don*c 
you  go  into  the  House;  you  are  too  excited 
to  speak  now ;  if  you  do,  you  will  only  make 

.  Q  matters  worse."  Then  I  said,  **  Will 
you  draft  a  brief  speech  for  me?" 
He  said,  **I  will";  and  I  now  lay  on  the 
table  of  the  House  the  speech  he  wrote, 
in  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  hand- 
writing. I  did  this,  as  will  be  seen,  because 
I  did  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  Now,  let  thone 
honourable  gentlemen  say,  after  this  explana- 
tion, whether  the  version  that  has  been  com- 
municated to  them  is  true.    Some  honourable 
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members  may  laugh  at  all  this,  but  at  the 
time  it  was  a  very  serious  matter  to  me. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Let  me  see  the 
document. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— Yes,  certainly.  Now,  the 
next  matter  is  this :  The  hoDoarable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City,  Mr.  J.  G.  Smith,  made 
a  reference  which  no  doubt  he  believed  to  be 
correct. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— It  is  a  personal 
explanation ;  and  a  very  fine  speech  it  is. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes.  Well,  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  that  a  reflection  oast  upon  me  the 
other  day  by  Mr.  Smith  originated  in  a  news- 
paper paragraph  which  I  am  about  to  read. 
After  reading  this  I  began  to  understand  what 
the  honourable  member  meant  by  his  reference 
to  me  in  connection  with  the  Inebriates'  Homes 
Bill.  This  is  a  statement  which  appears  in  the 
Napier  Daily  Telegraph  of  the  7th  September, 
1897.  In  referring  to  the  proceedings  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  reception  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Seddon  on  his  return  from  England 
this  article  says, — 

*'  Having  so  signally  failed  in  lassoing 
honest  John  Duthie  and  other  men  of  back- 
bone, the  emissaries  tried  on  the  *  citizen ' 
dodge,  and  among  other  canvassers  the  genial 
gentleman  with  a  broad  smile,  known  as  '  Our 
own  George,  M.H.R,'  is  on  the  job.  George 
has  no  scruples — political  or  otherwise — and 
when  canvassing  has  cheek  for  anything.  He 
approached  a  hidebound  Oppositionist  with  a 
demand  for  something  towards  the  great 
event  of  the  landing — the  procession,  the  ban- 

auet,  and  so  forth.  The  other  party  replied 
^at  the  cost  of  political  and  other  paupers 
was  such  a  strain  that  the  furnishing  of  funds 
for  such  a  purpose  would  best  be  left  to  those 
who  got  the  benefits." 

Now,  this  is  the  part  I  wish  the  House  to  pay 
attention  to: — 

'*  And  then  the  M.H.B.  was  startled  by  an 
inquiry  as  to  what  benefits  he  and  another 
distinguished  party  man  had  gained  by  the 
trial  of  a  certain  retreat  where  the  patients  are 
chemically  treated  for  incurable  thirst  with 
chloride  of  gold.  The  member  gasped,  *  Where 
the  devil  did  you  hear  that,'  and  fled." 

Now,  that  statement  has  been  seriously 
copied  into  other  papers,  and,  ridiculous  as  it 
may  seem,  the  impression  got  abroad  that  I  had 
gone  for  treatment  to  the  Inebriates'  Home  in 
Auckland.  Now,  that  is  a  serious  matter,  and  I 
ask,  Why  should  I  be  branded  in  this  way  by  a 
drunken  swashbuckler  like  this  fellow  Wilkie, 
who  writes  this  abominable  stuff  ?  I  have  this 
to  say :  that  if  I  see  any  more  of  his  writing 
I  shall  call  upon  you,  Sir,  to  exercise  your 
power  of  excluding  such  a  fellow  from  the  pre- 
cincts of  this  House.  I  know  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  those  who  sit  with  him  are  in 
no  way  identified  with  this  fellow;  but  the 
misfortune  for  Captain  Russell  and  his  party  is 
that  the  representatives  of  the  Conservative 
party  in  this  town  pay  this  man's  salary,  and 
flu  him  up  with  beer  and  whiskey,  and  so  they 
must  share  the  responsibility  for  what  he  does. 
If  a  blackguard  writes  a  thing  like  that,  what 
Mr,  Fisher 


can  be  thought  of  him,  and  what  protection  ia 
there  for  the  reputation  of  any  man  ?  Bespeot^ 
ing  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  Oity  (ICr. 
M.  J.  S.  MaokenBie),  that  honourable  memberthe 
other  day  railed  against  the  Ministry,  their  cor- 
ruption, their  worse  than  weak  administzation. 
Whv,  Sir,  ever  since  he  first  became  a  member 
of  this  House  he  has  railed  and  railed  against 
every  Ministry.  With  singular  oonsistenoy  he 
roundly  abuses  them  all.  We  know  how  he  has 
abused  Sir  Robert  Stout ;  in  fact,  it  is  said  he 
gave  Sir  Robert  Stout  his  first  serious  reverse. 
But  what  did  he  say  about  that  most  in- 
offensive of  Premiers,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson? 
This,  mark  you,  not  said  in  the  hurrv  and  heal 
of  speech,  but  in  the  calm  and  deliberate  lan- 
guage of  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  H.  Green,  of 
Auckland.  This  is  what  he  says :  "  I  have  no 
confidence  in  Major  Atkinson,  believing  him  to 
be  but  two  degrees  better  than  Sir  J.  Vogel." 
And  again,  in  the  same  letter,  speaking  of  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  and  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  he  said, 
**  I  have  upon  me  the  sad  conviction  that  in 
order  to  put  the  oolonv  right  the  very  first 
step  is  to  get  them  botn,  as  political  leaders, 
out  of  the  road."  To  make  room,  I  suppose, 
for  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  But  why  go  over 
the  same  tedious  ground  ?  He  has  said  the 
same  thing  of  every  leader  who  has  sat  oa 
those  benches.  When  will  the  honoorable 
gentleman  be  satisfied  ?  I  suppose  he  will  be 
satisfied,  if  that  should  ever  be,  and  God 
forbid  t  when  he  becomes  Premier  himaeU. 
Now,  Sir,  I  took  down  the  other  day  a  lew 
words  of  the  speech  by  Mr.  Lawry,  in  vrhieh 
he  said, — 

'*The  question  of  Palmerston  North  oame 
up,  and  I  found  out  by  sending  a  wire  so  a 
friend  at  Palmerston  that  the  honourahlo 
member  had  declared  on  the  platform  that 
if  it  came  to  be  a  question  of  a  fight  between 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  tiie  Premier 
he  would  vote  with  the  Government." 

**  Is  that  true  ?  "  says  Mr.  Lawry ;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pirani)  said,  "  No, 
it  is  not."  Kow,  we  shall  see.  Quoting  from 
the  ManawcUu  Standard,  I  find  that  on  the 
aoth  November,  1896,  speaking  at  Rangitikei 
Line,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Pirani  said, 
if  Captain  Russell  proposed  a  vote  of  no 
confidence  in  the  Government  on  Parlia- 
ment reassembling  he  would  vote  against  it. 
Again,  on  the  26th  November,  1896,  at  Fits- 
herbert — 

"  Mr.  R.  Bryant  asked  how  it  was  that  Mr. 
Pirani  had  spoken  against  the  Government 
on  the  no-confidenoe  motion  and  had  not  voted 
against  them. 

*'  Mr.  Pirani  said  Mr.  Bryant  was  miataken 
about  the  speech — it  was  a  good  one,  and  he 
would  supply  him  with  a  copy — it  was  against 
the  Opposition,  and  not  against  the  Govern- 
ment." 

The  last  part  is  quite  true ;  and  now  I  wUi 
take  the  opportunity  of  reading  his  speech. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Will  you  read  it  aU? 

Mr.  FISHER.— No,  I  will  not.  This  is  the 
speech  on  the  18th  July,  1895 : — 

"  What  we  complain  of  with  regard  to  the 
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party  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
belongs  is  not  only  that  they  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  decrying  the  credit  of  this  colony, 
both  here  and  abroad,  but  they  also  lose  no 
opportunity  of  trying  to  damn  the  credit  and 
the  personal  honour  of  the  men  who  are  con- 
ducting the  government  of  the  colony,  not  only 
in  public,  but  in  private;  you  can  trace  the 
trail  of  the  serpent  after  every  distinguished 
visitor  who  comes  to  this  colony.  And  what  is 
the  result?  After  those  visitors  leave  the 
colony  they  repeat  the  gossip  of  the  clubs  and 
of  the  Conservatives  they  have  been  associating 
with;  and  every  single  word  of  that  gossip, 
and  the  statements  made  against  the  colony, 
have  been  uttered  by  the  people  and  their 
associates  who  form  the  Tory  party  in  this 
colony.  I  say  it  is  indeed  a  pity  that  those 
gentlemen  are  not  content  wiUi  vilifying  the 
Government  and  the  party  in  this  House  in  the 
manner  we  have  heard  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Bell)." 

Why,  Sir,  did  Mr.  Bell  ever  vilify  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  vilified 
them  this  session?  Then,  again,  is  not  the 
following  positively  astounding  for  mendacity 
and  assurance : — 

**  I  say  these  members  are  not  content  with 
vilifying  the  party  and  the  Government  in  this 
House,  but  they  take  all  sorts  of  means  outside 
the  House,  and' all  sorts  of  back-door  influences, 
to  try  to  injure  the  colony  in  an  indirect  way ; 
and  all  what  for  ?  Not  because  they  object  to 
the  good  name  of  the  colony,  not  because  they 
think  the  colony  is  in  the  state  they  pretend  it 
18  in,  not  because  they  want  in  any  way  to 
injure  the  credit  of  the  colony,  but  they  think 
by  these  indirect  means  they  will  get  the 
Liberal  party  out  of  power,  and  get  them  off 
the  benches,  and  take  their  place  themselves. 
Well,  their  success  in  the  past  has  not  been 
Bolficient  to  warrant  the  electors  of  the  colony 
in  putting  them  there  again,  and  it  does  not 
need  any  prophet  to  say  that  so  long  as  New 
Zealand  has  universal  suffrage  that  party  will 
never  again  get  a  place  on  those  benches." 

That  is  very  refreshing.  **That  party  will 
never  again  get  a  place  on  those  benches !" 
Bat,  presto  I  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
completely  changed.  And  why  has  he  changed  ? 
Let  me  see ;  the  Ministry  of  that  day  was  com- 
posed as  follows :  Premier,  Mr.  Seddon ;  Attor- 
nejBrGeneral  and  Colonial  Secretary,  Sir  P. 
Buckley;  Minister  of  Education,  Mr.  W.  P. 
Beeves;  Minister  of  Lands,  Mr.  McKensie; 
Oolonial  Treasurer,  Mr.  Ward;  Minister  of 
Mines,  Mr.  Cadman  ;  representing  Native  race, 
Mr.  Carroll.  Since  the  delivery  of  that  speech 
on  July  18th,  1895,  three  Ministerial  vacancies 
have  occurred ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman, 
in  his  secret  mind,  wants  to  know  why  he  has 
not  been  appointed  to  fill  one  of  these  vacan- 
cies, which  quite  accounts  for  the  hair  on  the 
outside  of  the  cocoanut.  The  reason,  the  cause 
of  this  difference  between  the  speeches  de- 
livered this  session,  is  as  plain  as  **kiss  your 
hand."  But  why  should  he  not  be  a  Minister  ? 
Is  he  not  a  statesman  ?  Mr.  Gisborne  says,— I 
do  not  know  who  is  pulling  old  Gisbome's  leg : — 


'*  In  the  foregoing  political  sketches  I  have 
confined  myself  to  men  who  are  popularly- 
understood  to  be  meant  by  the  wora  *  states- 
men,' those  who  take  an  active  public  part  in 
politics." 

Now,  here  is  your  statesman.  But  then,  I 
should  like  to  ask  Mr.  Gisborne  why,  if  he  putt 
Mr.  Pirani  in  his  book,  he  leaves  out  such 
men  as  Pyke,  a  great  literary  man  ;  Sheehan, 
the  brilliant  and  unequalled ;  DeLantour,  the 
studious;  Hursthouse;  Cadman,  the  earnest 
and  honest;  Steward,  another  literary  man; 
Fish,  the  debater;  Montgomery  senior ;  Oswald 
Curtis ;  Larnach,  twice  a  Minister  of  the  Crown ; 
£.  Wakefield ;  G.  Hunter,  senior ;  Saunders ; 
Donald  Reid,  the  best  land-administrator— no, 
I  will  not  say  the  best,  but  one  of  the  best 
land  -  adiftinistrators  we  ever  had  in  this 
country  ?    He  goes  on : — 

"  Mr.  Frederick  Pirani,  probably  o1  Italian 
extraction,  has  sat  for  some  years  for  the  elec- 
toral district  of  Palmerstpn  South  [Did  he  ever 
sit  for  Palmerston  South  ?]  as  an  independent 
supporter  of  the  Seddon  Ministry,  and  has  been 
returned  again  at  the  last  general  election  for  that 
district  in  the  same  political  position.  The  Inde- 
pendents are  a  diminishing  quantity  [I  should 
certainly  say  they  were] ,  and  probably  Mr.  Pirani 
will  have  to  declare  himself  early  in  next  session 
to  be  on  the  one  or  other  of  the  two  sides  of  the 
House.  Politically  speaking,  the  Independent 
party  are  nowhere  in  the  parliamentary  battle 
of  life.  They  exercise  little  or  no  influence,  and 
are  alternately  flouted  or  cajoled  by  both  parties 
as  occasion  may  best  serve.  A  political  party 
must  be  cold  or  hot :  it  cannot  long  continue 
to  be  merely  lukewarm." 

We  know  quite  well  on  which  side  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  have  to  vote,  be- 
cause there  is  one  side  that  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  him.  **  Politically  speaking,  the 
Independent  party  is  nowhere  in  the  parlia- 
mentary battle."  How  a  man  of  Mr.  Gis- 
bome's acuteness  has  been  led  into  thi#  mis- 
take I  do  not  pretend  to 'say.  Now,  Sir,  I 
have  said  all  I  wish  to  say.  I  do  not  intend 
to  add  anything  to  this  extremely  long  debate : 
most  of  it  is  profitless,  but  in  the  end,  no  doubt, 
it  will  do  no  harm  either  to  the  Parliament  or 
to  the  country.  I  rose  only  for  the  purpose  of 
making  my  position  clear  to  the  House  and  the 
country,  ana  particularly  to  the  people  of  this 
city  who  have  put  me  here.  I  will  conclude  as 
I  began,  by  saying  that  in  my  support  of  this 
Ministry  I  shall  not  waver.  I  will  conclude 
with  this  one  remark:  Upon  reflection,  I  do 
not  believe  that  those  younger  members  who 
sit  behind  me  wished  wilfully  to  wound  my 
feelings.  I  think  their  statements  the  result 
of  imperfect  information.  However,  I  pledge 
myself  to  this:  that  from  this  to  the  end  of 
the  session  I  shall  say  nothing  to  hurt  their 
feelings.  To  the  members  of  the  Opposition,  I 
repeat  there  is  not  one  among  them — not  a 
single  one — whom  I  would  wilfully  hurt  in 
feeling.  I  rose  merely  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planatioii  in  regard  to  my  position  in  this 
House  :  that  explanation  is  made. 

Mr.   SMITH.— I  feel,  in  dealing   with  the> 
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remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher),  it  is  necessary, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  divest  ourselves  of  any 
personal  feeling  there  may  be.  I  am  extremely 
desirous  of  adopting  that  course.  The  oon- 
eluding  remarks,  however,  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  with  reference  to  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House — I  think  he  termed  them 
the  younger  members — hardly  tally  with  what 
he  is  reported  to  have  said  in  another  place. 
So  far  as  some  of  the  members  of  the  House 
are  concerned,  he  is  reported  in  a  newspaper  to 
have  used  these  terms :  "  He  respected  any 
man  who  was  a  man  of  independent  character, 
but  independence  of  character  was  one  thing, 
and  impudence,  insolence,  and  deliberate  in- 
sult and  spying  were  quite  another  thing." 
In  view  of  this,  I  confess  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  professed  conciliatory  attitude 
adopted  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the 
remarks  he  has  just  made.  I  should  like  to 
further  say,  so  far  as  the  amendment  is  con- 
cerned, that  I  have  no  hesitation  as  to  which 
way  I  shall  vote,  and  I  shall  duly  declare  my- 
self before  I  sit  down.  At  the  same  time  I  do 
not  recognise  the  Premier's  right  to  select  any 
particular  motion  he  chooses  to  be  a  no-confi- 
^ence  motion.  Had  this  been  a  motion  travers- 
ing the  policy  of  the  Government  or  any  of 
their  legislation,  then  I  could  have  understood 
his  attitude  ;  but  where  the  honourable  gentle- 
man elects  to  make  a  motion  of  this  sort  a 
party  question  I  simply  say  that  he  claims  a 
power  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  does  not  possess, 
euid  which  I,  for  one,  will  not  acknowledge. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Fisher)  referred  to  a  remark  I  made 
in  connection  with  another  Bill.  I  am 
somewhat  in  a  difficulty,  as  I  do  not  wish  to 
refer  to  a  previous  debate ;  but,  seeing  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  it,  I  trust 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  House  will  permit 
me  to  quote  the  remark  exactly  as  it  was 
utteied.  The  remark  I  made  was— I  was 
speaking  on  the  Inebriates*  Homes  Bill,  and 
whilst  addressing  the  House  I  was  interrupted 
by  Mr.  Fisher  asking  what  was  the  Bill  we 
were  discussing,  and  whether  the  remarks  I 
was  then  making  were  pertinent  to  the  Bill. 
I  confess  I  was  a  little  irritated  by  the  inter- 
ruption, and  I  said  **  I  would  have  thought 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
^Mr.  Fisher)  would  have  understood  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Inebriates'  Homes  Bill."  The 
Premier  then  attempted  to  drive  the  matter 
home  by  a  point  of  order.  At  that  time  I 
confess  I  had  heard  the  rumour  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  referred,  but  I 
-did  not  allude  to  that  particular  thing,  be- 
cause I  have  learned  that  it  is  not  iJways 
wise  to  accept  everything  that  may  appear 
in  the  Press  of  the  colony  as  correct,  and 
I  should  have  hesitated  to  have  adopted 
the  paragraph  he  quoted  this  afternoon  in 
this  House.  I  was  alluding  to  other  matters 
which  I  need  not  refer  to  now,  but  members  of 
this  House  will  understand  to  what  I  refer. 
Seeing  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
jisked  for  a  little  history,  I  propose  to  deal  with 
Mr:  Smith 


the  honourable  gentleman  for  a  minate  or  two 
this  afternoon.  The  adjectives  in  the  Evening 
Post  were  applied  to  certain  members  of  this 
House,  and  leave  me,  as  one  of  those  to  whom 
they  were  applied,  no  option  but  to  deal  with 
them.  In  the  course  of  his  address  the 
honourable  member  said  hp  had  been  returned 
as  a  supporter  of  the  Government,  and  that  be 
would  remain  a  supporter  as  long  as  he  held  a 
seat  in  this  House.  Well,  I  confess  I  would  be 
very  sorry  to  doubt  the  word  of  the  honourable 
member. 

Mr.  FISHEB.->In  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  SMITH.— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  reserva- 
tion ;  it  may  assist  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  future  positions.  I  would  like  to  say  some- 
thing to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
that  statement,  because  in  looking  through 
Hansard^  and  through  the  various  references 
of  this  House,  I  came  across  the  honourable 
gentleman's  name,  and  in  view  of  what 
transpired  I  took  the  trouble  to  look  up 
one  or  two  matters.  I  find,  for  instance, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  came  into  the 
House  in  1884  as  an  opponent  of  the  Atkin- 
son party ;  and  I  wish,  in  referring  to  these 
matters,  to  say  at  once  that  there  is  no  mem- 
ber in  this  House  at  the  present  time  who 
recognises  the  honourable  member's  (Mr. 
Fisher's)  ability  more  than  I  do.  I  admit  his 
ability,  but,  unfortunately,  great  ability  may 
be  greatly  misplaced.  Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  came  in  in  1884  as  an  opponent 
of  the  Atkinson  party.  At  that  time  the 
Stout- Vogel  Government  were  in  office;  yet, 
I  find  that  he  voted  against  the  Stout- 
Vogel  Government  in  1885.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  re-elected  in  1887,  and  joined 
the  Ministry  which  he  was  elected  to  oppose 
in  1884.  He  became  a  member  of  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson's  Ministry,  and  remained  in  that 
Ministry  for  some  considerable  time  ;  and  I 
propose,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  things  that  took  place 
during  the  time  he  was  in  office.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  attempted  to  place  anotiier 
interpretation  upon  these  events  by  reading  a 
letter  this  afternoon  signed  by  the  late  John 
Ballance.  I  do  not  dispute  the  authenticity 
of  that  letter ;  I  have  not  seen  it,  but  I  accept 
the  honourable  gentleman's  word  that  it  was 
from  Mr.  Ballance.  At  the  same  time  I  would 
like  to  say  that,  while  this  private  letter  .and 
while  this  explanation  are  given  to  us  in  the 
year  of  grace  1897,  that  in  the  year  1893  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  place  certain  papers  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  The  honourable  gentleman 
insisted  upon  them  being  placed  there,  no  doubt ; 
they  might  have  been  put  there  even  if  he  had 
not  insisted.  I  find  that  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
1898,  Volume  8,  H.-22,  there  is  the  following 
letter,  dated  1st  April,  1889,  and  addressed  to 
the  honourable  member  (Mr.  Fisher) : — 

**  Wellington,  1st  April,  1889. 

**  DsAB  Mb.  Fisheb,  —  After  careful  con- 
sideration of  all  the  circumstances,  as  &ir  as 
they  are  known  to  me,  connected  with  the 
non-prosecution  by  you  of  the  Junction  Brewery 
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lor  offenoefl  against  the  Beer  Duties  Act,  and 
after  full  consultation  with  the  other  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  I  have,  with  deep  regret,  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Qovernment  cannot 
defend  your  action  in  Parliament.  In  those 
circumstances  I  feel  sure  you  will  see  that 
there  is  but  one  course  open  to  you.  I  trust 
you  will  believe  me  when  I  say  that  writing 
this  letter  is  a  most  painful  task  to  me.  If  you 
would  prefer  to  resign  upon  the  case  as  it  now 
stands  I  shall  be  glad  to  meet  your  wishes  and 
withdraw  this  letter. — Yours  sincerely, 

"H.  A.  Atkinson." 

That  is  from  the  then  Premier. 

Mr.  FISHEB.^I  refused,  on  those  condi- 
tions. 

Mr.  SMITH. —The  honourable  gentleman 
"refused  under  those  conditions*';  the  honour- 
able gentleman  asked  for  time  to  consider  his 
position,  and  any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to 
read  these  very  interesting  documents  will  see 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  so  engrossed 
in  departmental  duties  that  he  forgot  to  reply 
to  the  Premier's  letter  for  three  or  four  days 
longer.  Then  I  find  in  a  letter  of  the  Pre- 
mier's, dated  28rd  April,  1889,  this  passage 
occurs: — 

"Upon  receiving  your  resignation  late  on 
Sunday  night  I  recommended  that  your 
resignation  should  be  accepted,  and  His 
Bxoellency  was  pleased  to  approve  of  that 
recommendation  m  place  of  the  one  for  your 
dismissal." 

I  would  like  to  say,  Sir,  that  before  that  the 
Ptemier,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  had  recommended 
the  dismissal  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
from  his  Cabinet,  but  his  resignation  had  in  the 
meantime  oome  in,  and  Sir  Harry  Atkinson, 
out  of  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  recommended 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  accept  the 
honourable  gentleman's  resignation  instead  of 
dismissing  him.    The  letter  goes  on, — 

**My  reason  for  recommending  His  Excel- 
lency to  dismiss  you  was  that  on  Saturday  I 
discovered  that  you  had  made,  during  the  last 
few  days  you  held  office,  such  an  extraordinary 
use  of  your  Ministerial  position  that  I  did  not 
oonaider  it  right  you  should  remain  in  a  posi- 
tion that  enabled  you  to  deal  with  public 
records  in  an  improper  manner.  I  found  that 
you  had  caused  to  be  printed  at  the  public 
expense  for  your  own  use  the  file  of  papers 
relating  to  the  Junction  Brewery  prosecution, 
the  file  relating  to  Hamilton's  case,  and 
a  selection  from  a  file  relating  to  Mr.  Jack- 
man.  In  each  of  the  oases,  not  only  were 
the  papers  printed,  but  also  the  official 
and  Ministerial  minutes.  Yon  had  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  copies  of  each  file  struck  off, 
and  have  taken  them  all  away  with  you.  I 
had  hoped  that  this  printing  might  have  been 
done  in  preparation  for  Parliament;  but  this 
cannot  have  been  the  case,  as  you  ordered  the 
distribution  of  the  type  as  soon  as  you  had 
obained  the  number  of  copies  you  required,  and 
the  type  was  distributed  accordingly.  All  this 
was  done  secretly,  without  the  knowledge  of 
any  of  your  colleagues,  and  only  became  known 
to  me  accidentally ;  and  since  then  I  have  seen 


that  Mr.  Skerrett,  the  counsel  acting  for  Mr. 
Gilmer  and  against  the  Crown,  cross-examined 
Mr.  Jackman  upon  confidential  matters  which 
appear  in  those  papers.  This  ooincidence  is 
smgular  and  unfortunate,  considering  your 
friendship  for  Mr.  Qilmer.  After  I  discovered 
that  you  were  printing  official  papers,  with 
official  and  Ministerial  minutes,  for  your  own 
use,  and  apparently  for  distribution,  without 
my  knowledge,  I  felt  that  it  would  be  a  public 
scandal  for  you  to  remain  a  day  longer  than 
could  be  helped  a  Minister  of  the  Crown." 

Then,  Sir,  in  the  same  letter,  at  a  later  stage, 
the  Premier  concludes  by  saying, — 

**I  cannot  close  without  entering  a  strong 
protest  against  the  course  you  have  taken  with 
respect  to  this  correspondence,  as  both  uncon- 
stitutional and  highly  disrespectful  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Administrator  of  the  Government.'^ 

Mr.  FISHER.->I  had  resigned  then. 

Mr.  SMITH.  — I  admit  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  resigned.  If  he  had  not  re- 
signed his  dismissal  from  the  Government 
would  have  been  gazetted  on  Monday  morning. 
The  letter  goes  on,— 

**In  your  letter  addressed  to  the  Adminis- 
trator tendering  your  resignation  you  inform 
him  that  you  had  written  me  the  letter  now 
under  reply — which  you  term  a  document  of 
State — and  request  that  it  may  be  laid  before 
His  Excellency.  As  you  were  aware,  the  Ad- 
ministrator was  then  absent  from  Wellington." 

This  is  the  honourable  gentleman  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  whom  we  are  to 
look  up  to  now  as  a  model  as  to  what  pro- 
priety should  be — as  a  gentleman  who  contends 
for  the  honour  and  purity  of  Parliament,  even 
so  far  as  caucuses  are  concerned ;  and  this  is 
his  conduct : — 

.  QQ  "  Yet  I  find  that  you  had  a  hundred 
copies  of  this  letter  printed  at  the 
Government  Printing  Office  on  Saturday,  the 
day  before  you  sent  it  to  me ;  that  the  sub- 
stance of  it  was  published  sis  a  leader  in 
the  Evening  Post  of  the  8th  April  "—(Even  in 
those  days  the  honourable  gentleman  seems  to 
have  had  some  connection  with  the  Evening 
Post) — "before  it  was  possible  for  the  Ad- 
ministrator to  see  it ;  and  that,  many  days 
before  it  was  possible  for  me  to  confer  with 
His  Excellency  upon  the  subject,  I  am  aware 
you  distributed  the  printed  copies  in  a  pro- 
miscuous manner,  and  made  the  contents  of  the 
letter  a  matter  of  public  property  and  of  public 
comment.  That  you  should  have  thought  it 
honourable  thus  to  deal  with  a  document  still 
under  the  seal  of  secrecy  affords  a  strange 
comment  upon  your  oonception  of  the  rights 
and  duties  of  a  Cabinet  Minister." 

Now,  Sir,  I  propose  before  closing  this  refer- 
ence to  this  portion  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's career  to  read  the  summary  of  the 
position  which  was  drawn  up  by  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  and  which  will  put  the  whole  of  the 
facts  in  connection  with  the  brewery  cases 
then  under  consideration  and  the  position  the 
honourable  gentleman  held  in  that  Ministry 
dearly  before  this  House. 

Mr.    SPEAKER.  —  Does    the    honourable 
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member  see  the  bearing  this  has  upon  the 
question  now  before  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SMITH.  —  I  see  this  bearing,  Sir :  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  chosen  to  apply 
certain  terms  to  members  in  this  part  of  the 
Chamber,  and  I  propose  to  show  what  the 
honourable  gentleman's  career  has  been.  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  putting  this 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  may  say  the  whole  thing 
is  in  Hansardf  and  it  would  be  in  the  Appen- 
dices. 

Mr.  SMITH.— Sir,  this  is  a  matter  in  the 
Journals  of  the  House  in  connection  with  the 
honourable  gentleman 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  debate  is  now  upon  a 
motion  of  want  of  confidence.  I  am  not  going 
to  interrupt  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  a  private  member  has  very  little  bearing  on 
the  public  question  upon  which  we  are  now 
deliberating. 

Mr.  SMITH.— I  quite  agree  with  that,  Sir. 
I  have  not  spoken  upon  the  Financial  State- 
ment so  far,  and  I  would  like  to  point  out,  with 
all  due  deference,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself  made  reference  to  certain  gentle- 
men who  sit  behind  him,  and  he  specially 
mentioned  my  name,  as  he  has  done  on  pre- 
vious occasions.  I  claim,  therefore,  the  right  to 
point  out  what  the  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
•oord  has  been,  so  that  the  public  outside  this 
House  mav  know  how  much  weight  to  attach 
to  his  words.  However,  Sir,  if  you  decide  not 
to  allow  me  to  do  it 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  wanted  you  to  let  me 
know  how  it  had  any  bearing  upon  the  public 
matter  now  under  discussion. 

Mr.  SMITH.— It  has  much  personal  bearing 
upon  this  public  question.  I  am  merely  now 
replying  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  refer- 
enced to  myself  and  to  other  honourable  gentle- 
men. I  shall  not  occupy  more  than  two  or 
three  minutes. 

M  r.  FISHER.— The  whole  of  it  is  in  Hansard, 
And  it  is  in  the  Appendices.  It  is  well  known 
to  the  people  of  Wellington,  who  elected  me  in 
December  last  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  will  proceed  with  his 
speech. 

Mr.  SMITH.— Since  the  date  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  refers  to — the  year  1689— 
according  to  the  census,  there  has  been  a  large 
increase  in  the  population  of  the  colony,  and 
especially  in  Wellington,  and  there  would 
naturally  be  a  large  number  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  constituents  who  would  not 
know  the  honour  they  possess  by  being  repre- 
sented by  the  honourable  gentleman.  This  is 
the  sunmiary  of  the  case  as  given  by  the  late 
Premier,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  honourable  gentleman : — 

"  1.  You  admit  that  during  your  absence 
from  Wellington  it  was  decided  to  prosecute 
Edmonds's,  Hamilton's,  and  the  Junction 
Breweries  for  frsuds  under  the  Beer  Duty  Act. 

"  2.  You  admit  that  early  in  December,  on 
your  return  from  Melbourne,  you  received  at 
Jnvercargill  a  telegram  from  a  *  constituent ' 
Mr.  Speaker 


(whose  nam.e  you  unfortunately  do  not 
tion),  and  that  as  a  result  of  that  telegram  you. 
directed  Mr.  McKellar  not  to  proceed  with  tba 
prosecution  of  one  of  the  three  cases  mentiooed 
above — namely,  that  of  the  Junction  Brewecy. 

**  3.  You  admit  that  shortly  afterwards  you 
received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Hislop  apon  the 
subject,  urging  that  proceedings  should  go  on ; 
that  you  telegraphed  your  assent ;  and  that  on 
your  return  to  Wellington  you  confirmed  it. 

"  4.  You  admit  that  on  the  17th  December 
you  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bell,  the  Crown 
Solicitor;  that  as  a  result  of  that  interview 
a  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Bell  on  the  follow- 
ing day  recommending  that  no  information 
should  be  laid  agamst  the  Junction  Brewezy 
*  until  after  the  cases  against  Hamilton  ana 
Edmonds  have  been  disposed  of  on  Friday,'  in 
which  recommendation  you  concurred. 

*'  (I  may  here  pause  to  remind  you  that,  in 
that  interview  with  Mr.  Bell,  you  were  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  and  he  was  Crown  Solici- 
tor, two  public  officers  consulting  as  to  year 
official  doty.  Yet,  though  oharsed  with  having 
acted  at  that  interview  in  dereliction  of  your 
public  duty,  and  challenged  to  disclose  what 
then  occurred,  you  not  only  refused  to  do  this, 
but,  while  posing  as  an  innocent  man  saffering 
under  a  grievous  imputation,  you  refosa  to 
allow  Mr.  Bell  to  divulge  what  then  passed,  and 
thus  seal  the  lips  of  the  one  witness  who,  on 
your  own  hypothesis,  could  establish  your 
innocence.) 

*'  5.  You  admit  that  by  the  23rd  February 
the  cases  of  Edmonds  and  Hamilton  had  bean 
disposed  of;  that  the  Actmg-Seoretazy  of 
Customs  at  once  applied  to  you  for  leave  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  proseoution  of  the  Janctioa 
Brewery ;  and  that  you  replied  *  that  there 
was  no  need  for  precipitancy  in  the  matter.' 
Here,  again,  on  your  own  admission,  it  was  you 
who  stopped  the  prosecution. 

*'6.  You  admit  that  you  had  not  removed 
your  interdict  against  proceedings  up  to  the  4th 
March,  which  you  now  allege  you  then  thought 
was  the  last  day  on  which  the  information  could 
be  laid ;  that  on  that  day  you  summoned  a  meet- 
ing of  the:  Cabinet  at  2.30  p.m.,  and  tried  to  in- 
duce it  to  allow  you  to  settle  the  matter  out  of 
Court ;  that  the  Cabinet  refused  your  request, 
and  decided  to  prosecute ;  and  that,  when  yoa 
then  sent  to  inquire  whether  the  information 
could  be  laid,  you  found  that  it  was  too  late, 
as  the  office  of  the  Court  was  closed. 

**  7.  You  admit  that,  though  the  matter  had 
been  on  your  hands  since  December,  you  made 
no  attempt  to  consult  the  Premier  upon  the 
subject  until  7.40  p.m.  on  the  4th  March — ij$.t 
some  hours  after  the  time  within  which  (be 
information  must  be  laid  had,  as  you  now 
allege  you  then  thought,  expired. 

*'  8.  You  admit  that  you  sent  a  telegram  to 
the  Premier  on  the  4th  March  with  the  object 
of  inducing  him  to  sanction  the  settlement  of 
the  case  out  of  Court ;  that  the  statement  of 
the  facts  you  relied  on  was  incorrect  in  an 
essential  particular ;  and  that  you  also  omitted 
to  mention  in  that  telegram  that  the  Cabinet 
had   that  very  day  refused  to  allow  such  a 
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Mttlemdnt  out  of  Court,  and  had  daoided  (o 
prosecute. 

'*  9.  You  admit  that  on  the  5th  March  the 
Premier  replied  to  your  telegram  that  the  in- 
formation should  be  laid  that  day,  but  that  no 
information  was  laid. 

"  (I  may  add  here — what  is  an  indisputable 
fact,  though  you  have  not,  so  far  as  I  know, 
admitted  it — that  if  the  information  had  been 
laid  that  day  it  would  have  been  in  time,  and 
the  case  would  not  have  lapsed.) 

"The  indictment  which  I  have  thus  con- 
structed out  of  your. own  admissions  is  one 
which  needs  -  no  elaboration  to  heighten  its 
efEect.  It  proves  beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt 
that  you  have  been  guilty  in  your  official 
^capacity  of  a  deliberate,  persistent,  and  in  part 
successful  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  the  law  on  behalf  of  a  particular 
offender,  and  that  you  did  your  utmost  to  be 
faithful  to  the  promise  which,  as  you  told 
more  than  one  Minister,  you  had  made,  that 
he  should  be  allowed  a  lenient  settlement  out 
of  Court  on  payment  of  a  small  sum,  instead 
of  being  subjected  to  the  *  harassing  proceedings 
•of  the  law/ 

"  I  deeply  regret  having  to  write  thus  to  one 
once  trusted  with  perfect  confidence,  and 
deemed  worthy  of  it,  but  your  grave  disloyalty 
to  your  colleagues,  to  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
you  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  to  that 
unwritten  law  without  which  parliamentary 
government  would  be  impossible,  leaves  me 
no  alternative." 

I  must  apologize  to  the  House  for  having 
brought  up  this  matter  in  connection  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  but  it  may  be  that 
there  are  other  members  of  the  House  who, 
like  myself,  up  to  this  time  gave  the  honour- 
able gentleman  credit  for  the  ability  he  un- 
doubtedly possesses ;  ->and  I  confess,  when  I 
went  through  the  Appendices  and  found  what 
had  taken  place  in  connection  with  this  case, 
I  was  not  only  startled  but  I  was  astonished 
to  find  the  honourable  gentleman's  record  in 
connection  with  these  matters.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  retired  from  that  Minis- 
try. He  says  he  resigned.  Well,  that  is  offi- 
cially correct ;  but  it  was  a  case  of  either  re- 
signing or  being  dismissed.  When  ho  left 
the  Ministry  under  the  circumstances  de- 
tailed he  crossed  the  floor  of  the  House  and 
went  into  opposition.  He  was  re  -  elected 
in  1890  as  an  Oppositionist,  but  in  1891 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  supporter  of 
the  Ballanoe  Qovemment ;  but,  owing  to  some 
disappointment  over  the  election  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  through  which  he  (Mr. 
Fisher)  was  not  put  in  that  position,  he  went 
against  the  Government,  and  went  against  the 
Government  until  towards  the  end  of  1896. 
Then,  at  the  last  general  election  the  honour- 
able gentleman  succeeded  in  getting  the  sup- 
port of  the  present  Government,  and  was  duly 
elected  as  a  supporter  of  the  Government, 
which  he  says  he  will  remain  as  long  as  he 
holds  a  seat  in  this  House.  In  the  earlier  part 
of  thie  year  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
-appointed  a  Commissioner  upon  the  Private 


Benefit  Societies  Boyal  Conmiission.  Within 
the  last  few  days  it  has  been  reported  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  threatened  to  go 
into  opposition;  but.  Sir,  I  am  compelled  to 
say  that  if  such  a  caJamity  did  happen 
to  the  Liberal  party  it  would  not  very 
seriously  affect  its  position  in  the  country. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  country  will  continue 
to  live  and  prosper  notwithstanding  the  honour- 
able gentleman  goes  into  opposition.  Now, 
Sir,  any  honourable  gentleman  who  knows  me 
will,  I  am  sure,  know  that  matters  of  this 
personal  nature  are  to  me  exceedingly  dis- 
agreeable. But,  Sir,  when  I  am  attacked 
— when  a  gentleman  in  this  House  gets  up 
and  chooses  to  apply  certain  language  to  me — 
when  it  is  done  with  the  intention  of  damaging 
me  in  my  constituency,  then  I  feel  that  I  must 
in  self-defence  place,  before  my  constituenta 
and  the  colony  the  facts  concerning  the 
gentleman  who  makes  these  insinuations  and 
charges.  I  regret  to  see  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  such  magnificent  abili- 
ties and  yet  so  misapplies  them,  and  is 
not  ashamed  of  it.  I  can  only  say  he  has 
my  pity.  Now,  Sir,  I  hope  that,  so  far  as 
the  disagreeable  part  of  this  business  is 
concerned,  it  may  be  allowed  to  drop.  I 
think  this  is  the  first  occasion  that  I  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  answer  or  say  anything 
in  reference  to  the  past  career  of  any  honour- 
able member  ;  but  I,  for  one,  will  not  submit  to 
be  publicly  branded  by  any  member  of  this 
House  in  the  way  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  is  reported  to  have  branded 
me  in  the  columns  of  the  Evening  Postj  and  I 
shall  on  every  such  occasion  defend  Myself. 
So  far  as  the  amendment  moved  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Biooarton  is  concerned,  I 
am  in  this  position  :  The  matter  was  referred 
to  during  the  last  election,  and  it  came 
up  for  consideration  in  the  country.  Some 
members  in  this  House  say  that  the  matter 
has  never  been  mentioned  in  their  con- 
stituencies. I  can  only  say  that,  as  far  as 
the  Christchurch  constituency  was  concerned 
it  was  certainly  mentioned,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  in  many  constituencies  in  Canterbury 
there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  against  the  Premier 
or  against  any  member  of  the  Ministry  holding  a 
position  in  connection  with  foreign  companies. 
To  my  mind  there  is  a  vast  difference  between 
a  member  of  this  House  holding  a  position  on 
the  board  of  a  foreign  company  which  obtains 
concessions  from  the  Government,  and  carrying 
on  his  ordinary  private  business.  As  far  as  the 
Premier  is  concerned,  for  instance,  he  has  been 
a  mining  advocate.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  perfectly  entitled  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  his  profession;  but  in  reference 
to  the  position  he  holds  on  the  Anglo-Con- 
tinental Company's  board  he  is,  to  my 
mind,  in  this  position:  He  is  the  head 
of  the  Government,  and  the  Government  are 
trustees  for  the  time  being  for  the  people  of 
this  colony.  The  honourable  gentleman,  by 
becoming  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of 
the  Anglo-Continental  Company,  has  placed 
himself  in  a  very  invidious  position,  and  it  is 
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very  doubtful  whether  the  honourable  gentle- 
man can  so  evenly  hold  the  balance  as  to  do 
his  duty  in  both  positions.  He  may  possibly 
attempt  to  do  it,  but  to  my  mind  it  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly unfortunate  position  he  has  got  into. 
I  expressed  the  hope  in  December,  1896,  that 
he  would  retire  from  or  resign  his  position  on 
the  Anglo-Oontinental  Company  and  retain  his 
position  as  Premier. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Do  you  not  see  the  situa- 
tion? This  is  an  amendment  intercepting 
supply  when  the  Financial  Statement  is  under 
discussion  and  review. 

Mr.  SMITH.— I  say  the  Premier  saw  the 
difficulty  of  the  position  long  ago,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  no  one  is  more  pleased  than  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  amendment 
has  been  moved.  The  honourable  gentleman 
wanted  it  moved. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  I  speak  now  I  lose  my 
right  of  reply. 

Mr.  SMITH. — I  am  exceedingly  sorry  for 
that.  Sir.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  seen 
the  Premier  in  that  position.  To  my  mind  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  in  the  unfortunate 
position  I  have  alluded  to.  I  say  that,  being  a 
trustee  for  the  people  of  this  colony,  and  being 
on  the  advisory  board  of  the  company  named, 
he  is  in  an  improper  position ;  and  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  so  anxious  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Liberal  party  of  this  colony,  and  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  the  remaining 
on  the  advisory  board  of  the  Anglo-Continental 
Company  must  appear  to  him  very  paltry  as 
compared  with  the  welfare  of  the  colony  and  of 
his  own  party.  But,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man clings  to  his  position  on  this  particular 
board  in  the  same  way  that  he  clings  to  the 
position  on  the  Treasury  benches.  I  do  not 
know,  of  course,  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's position  is  in  connection  with  the  com- 
pany beyond  the  fact  that  he  is  on  the  advisory 
Doard.    I  should  like  him,  in  his  reply 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  cannot  reply  until  the 
division  has  been  taken  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH. — Perhaps  he  can  get  some 
other  member  who  is  going  to  speak  presently 
to  state  definitely  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  refuse  to  accept  any  further 
appointment  that  may  be  offered  to  him  in 
oonneotion  with  any  foreign  company  so  long 
as  he  occupies  his  position  as  Premier.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  goes  out  of  office, 
and  ceases  to  be  a  trustee  for  the  colony,  I 
admit  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  go  on  to  the 
directorate  of  any  company  and  do  his  best 
for  himself.  I  should  like  an  authoritative 
statement  from  the  Premier  that  while  he  is 
Premier  of  this  colony  he  will  not  accept 
any  further  position  in  connection  with  any 
foreign  company.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man gives  an  assurance  of  that  description  it 
will  allay  a  very  strong  feeling  that  is  gathering 
force  at  present  as  to  what  the  future  inten- 
tions of  the  honourable  gentleman  may  be. 
Bo  far  as  other  members  of  the  Ministry  are 
concerned,  I  understand  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  is  also  on  the  board  of  some  company. 
I  regret  that  exceedingly.  It  seems  to  me  that 
Mr,  Smith 


the  positions  they  occupy  in  oonneotion  with 
these  companies  are  positions  that  have  been 
conferred  upon  them  simply  in  Wrtae  of  their 
other  positions  in  this  Government.  If  these 
honourable  gentlemen  did  not  hold  the  poei- 
tions  they  do  on  the  Treasury  benches,  I,  for 
one,  am  of  opinion  that  they  would  not  have 
been  selected  to  go  on  the  advisory  boards  or 
the  directorates  of  any  of  these  oompanies.  I 
regret  exceedingly  that  the  Premier  hae  made 
this  question  one  of  no  confidence. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  cannot  help  that.  I  have 
still  some  self-respect. 

Mr.   SMITH.— I  should  have  thought  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  have  managed 
to  preserve  his  self-respect  very  comfortably, 
and  have  treated  this  matter  in  the  manner  the 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton  asked  him  to       I 
do— not  as  a  party  question,  but  as  one  free        | 
from  party,  and  simply  to  obtain  an  expression        I 
of  opinion  in  regard  to  this  particular  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  did  not  he  wait  until 
this  debate  was  over  ? 

Mr.  SMITH. — In  my  opinion  that  would  have 
been  very  ninoh  better — to  have  waited  until- 
this  debate  was  over.  But,  seeing  that  it  has 
come  now,  I  can  only  say  I  shall  record  my 
vote  against  the  members  of  the  Ministry  hold« 
ing  positions  in  connection  with  foreign  oom- 
panies. I  consider  that  this  amendment  is  not 
one  traversing  the  policy  of  the  Govemment. 
It  does  not  affect  the  legislation  they  have  in- 
troduced. It  is  simply  a  question  dealin|(  with 
personal  positions  held  by  members  of  the 
Ministry.  Holding  these  views,  and  kiaving 
expressed  the  opinion  I  did  in  December  last,  I 
shall  have  no  option  but  to  vote  against  the 
members  of  the  Ministry  on  this  partioalar 
question. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  must  say  that  the  personal 
attack  on  myself  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  has  been  a 
very  mild  one,  especially  when  we  remember 
that,  for  the  last  two  days  and  two  nights,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  and  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
^Mr.  Lawry)  have  been  seatohing  through  the 
nles  of  the  Palmerston  North  papers  and  the 
records  of  this  House  to  find  evidence  of  in- 
consistency in  my  career.  And  the  only  evi> 
dence  that  can  be  brought  up — and  that  alter 
an  extremely  laborious  and  painful  searofa — 
the  only  result  is  the  very  weak  attack  made 
upon  me  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Fisher)-;  and  I  was  extremely 
astonished  to  find  that  one  of  the  reasons  he 
should  have  for  attacking  me  was  that  the- 
Hon.  Mr.  Gisborne,  in  his  book  of  **  New 
Zealand  Rulers  and  Statesmen,"  has  thought 
fit  to  include  my  name  amongst  those  con- 
sidered worthy  of  the  name  of  statesmen  in- 
New  Zealand.  Now,  Sir,  that  honour  is  un- 
doubtedly a  great  one.  It  is  an  honour  I  have 
never  sought ;  and,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  per- 
sonally I  believe  it  is  an  honour  I  do  not  de- 
serve. But,  at  the  same  time,  surely  the 
honourable  member  cannot  accuse  me  of  con- 
trolling a  gentleman  I  have  never  spoken  to 
or  conmiunicated  with,  who  lives  at  Home. 
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The  ODly  oonelnsion  I  came  to  when  I  read  it 
was  that  daring  the  Premier's  visit  to  the  Old 
CoQDtry  he  bad  been — to  repeat  an  expression 
nsed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Fisher)—**  pulling  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gis- 
home's  leg,"  and  he  had  supplied  him  with  this 
flattering  account  of  myself.  But  the  junior 
member  for  Wellington  City  did  not,  with  his 
usual  fair-mindedness,  give  the  whole  quotation 
in  reference  to  myself,  and  I  think  he  might 
have  saved  me  the  trouble  of  getting  up  to  read 
that  quotation  by  giving  it  forth  while  he  was 
on  the  subject.  Now,  he  stopped  where  this 
lentenoe  commences : — 

**  The  party,  in  its  proper  sense,  which  Mr. 
Pixani  joins  will  have  cause  to  congratulate 
itself  on  the  acquisition.  He  is  a  fluent,  clever, 
and  satirical  speaker,  and  is  listened  to  atten- 
tively. He  is  a  journalist  by  profession,  and 
oombines  considerable  talent  with  a  good  know- 
ledge of  political  aflairs." 

Now,  I  regret  there  is  a  very  grave  in- 
justice done  in  that  book.  That  injustice  is 
that  the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  was  not  included  in  it,  and  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  career,  as  supplied  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr. 
Smith),  also  added  to  the  record ;  and.  Sir,  if 
this  had  been  done,  **  New  Zealand  Bulers  and 
Stateemen"  would  not  only  have  been  more 
interesting,  but  would  have  been  a  completer 
record  of  the  statesmen  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  FISHEK.— I  quite  agree  with  you. 

Mr.  PIKANI, — But  the  honourable  gentleman 
misquoted  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gisbome  in  saying  the 
gentlemen  he  included  in  this  new  edition  of 
his  book  were  included  under  the  term  '*  states- 
men," because  if  be  had  read  a  little  further, 
and  been  fair  to  the  author  of  the  book,  he 
would  have  seen  that  he  applied  the  word 
"statesmen  "  to  men  who  **  took  an  active  public 
part  in  politics,"  and,  perhaps,  that  to  a  very 
large  extent  takes  away  from  his  abuse  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Gisbome  for  including  myself  and 
excluding  the  honourable  gentleman  from 
his  work.  The  honourable  member  interjects 
thac  I  am  a  mushroom.  Well,  Sir,  we  know 
there  are  mushrooms  that  attain  maturity  in 
a  single  night  and  have  a  very  much  better 
odour  than  the  mushrooms  that  have  existed 
for  years ;  and  if  I  am  a  mushroom  of  the  first 
description,  then  I  can  only  say  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  must  be  a  mushroom  of  the 
second  description.  The  honourable  gentleman 
also  did  me  the  favour  of  quoting  from  his 
researches  in  the  library  some  matters  that 
were  brought  up  at  my  meetings  during  the 
late  election.  He  has  been  perfectly  fair  to 
me.  The  honourable  member,  in  making  those 
quotations,  sought  to  apply  them  to  a  remark 
made  the  other  night  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pamell  (Mr.  Lawry).  Now,  he  knows 
as  well  as  I  do  that  Mr.  Lawry  did  not  refer 
to  a  no-confidence  motion  at  aJl.  Mr.  Lawry 's 
remark  was  this ;  that  I  had  promised  in  my 
election  speeches  that  whenever  the  Govern- 
ment got  into  a  tight  place  I  would  vote  with 
them  ;  and  I  say  that  is  absolutely  incorrect. 
All  the  searching  of  those  two  honourable  mem- 
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hers  through  the  musty  files  of  papers  during 
the  last  two  days  has  failed  to  reveal  to  them 
one  single  thing  to  support  that.  I  said  that 
on  a  no-confidence  motion  proposed  by  Oaptain 
Russell  on  the  assembling  of  Parliament  I 
would  vote  against  the  motion  and  with  the 
Government.  I  say  the  Premier  has  no  right 
to  elevate  any  motion  he  chooses,  as  he  did 
last  Parliament,  into  a  vote  of  no  confidence. 
I  intend  to  vote  for  this  amendment,  in  common 
with  several  members  of  the  Government  party, 
and  I  shall  vote  for  it  for  this  reason :  that,  I 
say,  no  member  of  any  Ministry  has  a  right  to 
use  his  position  in  that  Ministry  to  get  lucra- 
tive appointments  that  will  interfere  with  his 
doing  his  duty  to  the  colony,  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House.  On  these  grounds  I  do  not 
see  how  any  member  who  intends  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  what  he  thinks  is  right  can 
vote  against  the  amendment.  It  is  unfortu- 
nate, perhaps,  that  it  has  intervened  in 
this  debate,  but  it  is  all  very  well  for  the 
Premier,  with  his  knowledge  of  parliamentary 
tactics,  to  say  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  speiJt 
on  the  amendment  without  losing  his  right  of 
reply.  He  knows  as  well  as  can  be  that  if  he 
speaks  on  the  amendment  he  can  put  up  one 
of  his  supporters  to  move  another  amendment, 
and  have  another  speech  in  reply,  and  surely 
no  member  of  the  Opposition  would  deprive 
him  of  his  just  right  of  reply.  But  the  Premier 
says  this  is  the  wrong  place  to  move  this 
motion.  Will  the  Premier  tell  me  of  any 
opportunity  he  will  give  in  the  House  for  a 
motion  of  this  sort  to  be  tabled?  Does  not 
the  Premier  know  he  has  taken  away  from 
private  members  the  days  on  which  motions 
could  be  used;  that  he  got  the  Standing 
Orders  amended  so  that  if  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  on  Tuesdays  no  amend- 
ment can  be  moved  on  tbfi  motion  to  go 
into  Committee,  and  that  Parliament  is  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  any  member  to  move  any 
obstructing  motion  during  the  term  of  this 
session?  Therefore,  he  has  only  himself  to 
blame  if  he  and  his  supporters  are  put  in  the 
unfortunate  position  they  are  placed  in  by  this 
amendment.  I  trust,  Sir,  the  Premier  will  see 
the  wisdom  of  not  making  this  matter  a  party 
question,  because  he  knows  as  well  as  I  do 
there  are  at  least  a  dozen  members  of  his 
party  who  think  as  I  do.  It  is  unfortunate, 
perhaps,  that  the  gentlemen  who  are  of  the 
same  way  of  thinking  as  myself  on  this 
question  are  not  of  the  same  way  of  votings 
I  admit;  but,  as  a  matter  of  right,  they 
believe  with  me  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Bic- 
oarton  is  the  sense  of  the  feeling  of  the  country 
— that  Ministers'  connection  with  public  com- 
panies is  likely  to  clash  in  their  own  interests. 
Mr.  LAWRY.— Sir,  I  have  a  very  few  words 
to  say  on  this  amendment,  but  I  would  not 
have  expressed  one  single  opinion  had  it  not 
been  for  the  speech  just  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  just  repeated  what  I  consider  to 
be  tantamount  to  what  he  was  guilty  of  the 
other  night — giving  me  the  political  lie  direct* 
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The  honourable  gentleman  must  know  that  he 
made  the  statement  that  he  would  support  the 
Government  when  they  were  in  a  tight  place. 
The  only  construction  to  be  placed  on  his 
pledge  at  the  hustings  was  that  he  would  sup- 
port the  Grovernment  on  a  no-conlidence  motion 
as  against  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  Sir, 
there  was  once  a  negro  brought  up  for  steal- 

e  Q  ing  a  fowl,  and  the  Judge  who  tried  the 
case  let  the  negro  off  on  the  distinct 
promise  never  to  steal  another  fowl.  Very 
shortly  afterwards  the  negro  was  brought  up 
on  a  similar  charge,  and  he  declared  that  he 
had  not  stolen  a  fowl.  When  he  got  outside 
he  said,  **  If  he  had  said  a  duck,  sah,  he  would 
have  had  me,  sah."  What  the  honourable 
member  declares  to  have  been  a  wrong  declara- 
tion on  n)y  part  simply  amounts  to  a  distinc- 
tion without  a  difference.  When  a  question 
arose  the  other  day  which  he  said  placed  the 
Government  in  a  tight  hole,  what  did  he  do? 
He  carried  out  his  election  pledge  and  walked 
into  the  lobby  with  the  Government.  I  warn 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  will  find  now 
that  he  has  been  led  into  a  trap,  and  one  of 
the  most  cunning  traps  which  I  have  ever  seen 
laid.  Supposing  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
had  moved  a  hostile  motion,  what  would  the 
honourable  member  have  done  ?  He  would 
have  been  bound  to  have  voted  in  accordance 
with  his  election  pledge  and  to  have  supported 
the  Government.  And  he  is  bound  in  honour  to 
do  that  now.  If  those  members  of  the  House 
who  are  simply  being  made  political  tools 
of  would  walk  straight  over  to  the  ranks  of 
the  Opposition  it  would  be  better  for  the  Go- 
vernment and  better  for  the  country.  I  am 
sick  and  weary  of  all  this  political  tergiversa- 
tion. The  country  will  ring  from  one  end  to 
the  other  with  denunciation  against  political 
traitors  if  the  Government  is  defeated  on  this 
division.  I  would  ask  the  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston  if  the  gentleman  who  opposed 
him,  Mr.  Buick — a  sound,  good  settler,  and 
practical  farmer — if  he  did  not  declare  on 
every  platform  throughout  the  electorate  that 
his  object  was  to  oppose  the  Government,  to 
assist  to  drive  them  off  the  Government 
benches  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No;  he  offered  the  Premier 
to  pledge  himself  to  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  he  did  not ;  quite  the 
reverse. 

Mr.  LA  WRY. — I  have  read  his  speeches,  and 
I  watched  the  course  of  the  election  closely. 
Mr.  Buick  said  his  object  was  to  hurl  Ministers 
off  those  benches,  whilst  his  opponent,  Mr. 
Pirani,  if  elected,  would  assist  in  fixing  them 
more  closely  to  those  benches. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— He  never  said  anything  of 
the  sort. 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— In  effect,  that  is  what  he 
said.  The  honourable  member  paid  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  and  myself  had  spent  two  days  and  two 
nights  hunting  up  the  musty- fusty  pages  of 
his  miserable  *'  rag."  I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  and  I  conferred  a 
benefit  on  the  honourable  member  by  opening 
Mr.  Lawry 


his  paper  at  all.  It  did  not  take  as  two 
minutes  to  get  what  we  wanted,  and  to  get 
sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  the  honourable 
member's  declaration  was  absolutely  unre- 
liable. It  has  been  said  that  if  a  member  of 
this  House  occupies  a  high  position  on  the 
Ministerial  benches  it  must  necessarily  prevent 
him  taking  any  position  which  would  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  lucrative  means  out- 
side his  own  official  position.  What  has  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  been  for  years  ?  Either 
a  director  or  manager  of  some  loan  company  in 
Hawke's  Bay. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— I  would  a  thousand  times 
rather  be  associated  with  a  foreign  syndicate 
than  be  associated  with  a  loan  or  land  company 
such  as  the  honourable  member  is  connected 
with.  For  years  and  years  past  we  have  as  a 
body  of  legislators  been  imposing  upon  our- 
selves a  penalty  which  has  had  the  effect  of 
holding  us  up  to  ridicule.  What  have  we 
done?  I  am  not  going  to  allude  to  a  past 
debate,  but  take  the  question  which  agitated 
this  House,  or  a  section  of  this  House,  recently 
rs  the  setting-up  of  Committees.  I,  without 
any  hesitation,  declare  that  if  the  Premier  had 
said  that  upon  every  Committee  he  would  give 
a  majority  to  the  other  side  of  the  Hoose,  I 
would  say  that  it  did  credit  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  judgment  and  to  his  heart,  because 
I  have  never  seen  the  question  of  party  obtain 
on  any  Committee  except  one,  and  that  was  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  was  on  hie 
trial ;  and  I  may  say  he  was  only  saved  from 
humiliation,  degradation,  and  expulsion  from 
this  House  by  the  kindness  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  he  is  now  persecuting  and  denoano- 
ing.  I  am  not  prepared  to  brand  every  Opposi- 
tion member  with  dishonesty.  I  believe  the 
Opposition  members  are  as  desirous  as  other 
members  to  do  what  is  right.  The  first  con- 
sideration of  the  Opposition,  especially  those  in 
the  front  benches,  is  to  "  chuck  "  these  men — 
the  Government — out  and  take  their  places. 
But,  apart  from  that,  I  am  prepared  to  say, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  on  every  platform 
in  the  country,  that,  so  far  as  my  experience  has 
gone,  the  paramount  desire  of  the  Oppoeifcion 
as  well  as  of  the  Government  party  has  been 
to  advance  the  very  best  interests  of  this 
young  and  glorious  country  in  which  we  live. 
But,  Sir,  what  have  we  seen  co-day  ?  We  see 
the  principle  I  first  laid  down — that  is,  the  de- 
sire of  those  gentlemen  to  get  on  the  Treaenry 
benches — is  made  the  first  consideration.  If 
the  honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition  bad 
moved  this  resolution  he  knew  very  well  the 
honourable  member  for.  Palmerston,  and  the 
junior  member  for  Christchurch  City,  the 
middle  member  for  Christchurch  City,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  EUesmere  must  have 
gone  against  him.  We  see  now  the  resaltof 
that  treachery  which  took  place  as  recorded  in 
the  Post  the  other  day,  giving  a  record  of  whai 
took  place  at  a  caucus,  where  everything  should 
have  been  held  as  secret  as  the  grave.  And 
I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say 
that   I    completely    exonerate  every  member 
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-ot  what  is  called  the  *'  left  wing "  from 
«ny  oonnectton  with  that  report.  I  acoepted 
their  sfcatements  this  morning  in  the  most 
nnqaalified  manner,  and  I  hope  the  House 
.and  the  country  will  also  give  the  same  credit 
to  the  honourable  gentlemen.  But  in  this 
eonnection  I  would  like  to  say  it  was  in  oon- 
seqaence  of  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  Mr. 
Smith  that  he  was  guilty  of  a  serious  indiscre- 
tion. If  a  newspaper-man  had  come  to  me 
and  said,  '*  Is  this  report  true  ?  "  I  should 
have  said  to  him»  "  Where  did  you  get  your 
information  ?  "  And  there  is  this :  the  country 
will  accept,  as  against  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  the  reporter  could  not  have  gone 
to  him  with*  that  statement  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  corrections  made  if  the  report 
ifcself  was  incorrect.  Now,  the  honourable 
.gentleman  fell  into  the  trap,  and  said  that  the 
statements  made  were  exactly  in  accordance 
with  what  took  place  at  the  caucus.  Sir, 
I  forgive  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  ac- 
<!ept  his  apology  that  he  had  so  abjectly  to 
make,  as  it  appeared  in  the  columns  of  this 
motning's  newspaper.  I  have  just  got  this 
memorandum  put  into  my  hand  —  I  do  not 
know  where  it  came  from.  It  says,  "Did 
Mr.  Pirani  state  that  he  would  not  support 
any  Ministry  which  contained  Captain  Russell 
and  Sir  Robert  Stout  ?"  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  just  declared  that  he  is  going  to 
vote  for  the  amendment.  The  Premier  has 
^^ty  rightly  declared  that  he  accepted  the 
hoDonrable  gentleman^s  amendment  as  a  no- 
•confidence  motion.  Supposing  the  Gt)vemment 
should  be  turned  out  on  this  motion,  where 
would  the  honourable  gentlemen — the  "left 
wing"— go?  Could  the  honourable  gentlemen 
flipport  such  a  Ministry  as  would  then  be 
formed?  I  believe  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  extreme  political  impecuniosity 
of  the  Opposition,  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  framed  this  hostile  motion  would  have  to 
condescend  to  take  into  the  Cabinet  Sir  Robert 
8toat.  Then  where  would  the  honourable 
member  be  ?  He  would  be  where  Moses  was 
when  the  light  went  out — he  would  be  in  the 
dark.  This,  Sir,  is  one  of  the  most  cunningly 
devised  amendments  that  has  ever  been  pro- 
posed since  I  have  occupied  a  seat  in  this 
■Ohamber.  In  their  solemn  conclave  —  the 
Opposition  caucus — they  knew  very  well  that  if 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  proposed  this 
amendment  they  could  never  teJce  those  poor 
little  political  flies  into  their  web.  They  have 
declared  that  they  would  not  support  any 
motion  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
ftod  10  he  dared  not  move  the  amendment. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — And  they  would  not 
(mat  Scobie  Mackenzie. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— No;  they  would  not  trust 
Hr.  Scobie  Mackenzie.  How  could  they  trust 
him?  He  has  denounced  the  Opposition  more 
strongly  than  I  have — much  more  strongly 
than  I  have ;  but  he  has  not  done  it  so  efEec- 
iively— and  there  is  a  difference  between 
strength  and  effectiveness.  The  senior  mem- 
^  for  Dunedin  City  must  have  realised  the 
^ath  of  that  axiom  long  ago.    Sir,  so  far  as 


the  "  left  wing  '*  is  concerned,  I  feel  that 
they  are  something  like  a  man  I  knew  who 
went  home  to  his  wife  and  said,  **  My  dear, 
I  love  you,  but  I  must  beat  you."  I  should 
say  to  the  "  left  wing,"  before  it  is  too  late, 
**  Repent  from  the  error  of  your  ways,  declare 
that  in  the  past  you  have  been  wrong ;  ask  for 
forgiveness,  and  we  will  accept  your  explana- 
tion and  grant  you  absolution."  But  let  me 
inform  the  **  left  wing "  that  is  led  by  Sir 
Robert  Stout  that  the  political  patronage  that 
has  been  exercised  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Government  benches  is  not  to  be  mentioned  as 
being  in  the  same  street  as  the  political  patron- 
age of  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Oppo- 
sition benches ;  but  the  latter  is  less  faithful, 
and  hflLs  the  merit  of  sincerity. 

An  Hon.  Mevbbb. — You  have  wobbled  your- 
self. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— I  defy  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  show  any  single  instance  where  I  have , 
wobbled.  I  was  compelled,  as  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  knows,  in  the  Parliament  of  1887  to 
support  the  Atkinson  party.  I  went  to  Mr. 
Ballance  and  I  said,  **  You  bring  down  a  resolu- 
tion to  abolish  the  property-tax  and  impose  in 
lieu  thereof  a  land-  and  income-tax,  and  you 
will  have  no  stronger  supporter  than  myself." 
The  honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition  knows 
that  I  told  Mr.  Ballance  and  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son, the  then  Premier,  that  directly  anybody 
brought  in  a  motion  to  abolish  the  iniquitous 
property- tax  I  should  vote  for  it ;  and  he  knows 
that  my  predecessor  for  Pamell,  Mr.  Moss, 
brought  down  a  resolution  that  was  much  more 
practical  in  its  character  than  the  amendment 
the  honourable  gentleman  brought  down  this 
afternoon.  It  was  an  amendment  declaring 
that  **the  property-tax  was  iniquitous  in  its 
nature,  oppressive  in  its  character,  and  not 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  country." 
At  that  time,  if  I  had  voted  for  the  Atkin- 
son Government,  I  could  have  had  any 
position  I  liked.  That  was  the  time  when 
written  pledges  were  given  that  men  should  be 
foisted  into  the  Upper  Chamber.  Do  honour- 
able gentlemen  know  that?  For  days  and 
days  the  whole  question  hung  upon  one  vote, 
and  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  and  the 
Minister  of  Lands  are  responsible  for  not  getting 
into  office  at  that  time — because  they  were 
dominated  by  «omething  worse  than  the  **  left 
wing" — by  the  then  member  for  Motueka,  Mr 
Kerr,  and  the  member  for  Cheviot,  Mr.  Lance. 
But  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Op- 
position benches  knew  very  well  at  that  time 
how  I  was  going  to  vote.  It  did  not  matter  to 
me  one  straw  whether  the  party  went  out  of 
office  or  remained  in ;  what  I  wanted  was  to 
have  this  incubus,  the  property-tax,  removed 
from  the  statutes  of  the  colony.  Directly  the 
elections  came  on  in  1890, 1  declared  on  the 
platform  in  Pamell  that  I  had  supported  the 
Atkinson  party  because  the  other  party  would 
not  do  what  I  wanted. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— That  is  what  we  are  going  to 
do. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— The  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  know  what  he  wants. 
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Mr.  FISHEB.^Oh,  yes  t  he  does :  he  wants 
to  be  a  Minister. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Oh,  wellt  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  a  Minister  himself.  But  I 
ask  the  House  in  all  seriousness  to  realise  what 
this  amendment  means.  I  have  already  de- 
clared, through  the  House,  to  the  country  that 
it  is  one  of  the  most  cunningly-devised  things 
that  has  ever  taken  place.  I  believe  most 
emphatically,  and  I  protest  with  all  the  energy 
at  my  disposal  against  the  principle  which  is 
laid  down  in  the  amendment.  What  does  it 
mean?  It  means  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  has  for  years  retained 
the  confidence  of  the  country,  is  going  to 
prove  himself  to  be  an  arrant  knave  because 
of  his  association  with  this  company.  The 
honourable  gentleman  went  Home,  and  was 
head  and  shoulders  above  every  other  colonial 
Premier;  and  it  was  declared  by  the  Con- 
servative papers  in  Australia  that  the  other 
Premiers  were  dwarfs  in  comparison.  Are  we, 
as  members  of  the  party  who  supported  him 
and  his  administration,  going  by  our  votes 
practically  to  declare  that  in  consequence  of 
nis  connection  with  this  foreign  syndicate  he 
is  to  degenerate  by  one  step  from  a  high,  and 
intelligent,  and  loyal,  and  patriotic  Premier  to 
a  tool  of  any  foreigh  syndicate  ?  I  cannot  find 
words  to  express  my  scorn  and  indignation 
against  such  a  doctrine,  and  I  feel  certain,  no 
matter  what  the  result  of  the  division  may 
be,  the  whole  country  will  ring  with  loud 
denunciations  against  the  doctrine  contained 
in  the  honourable  gentleman's  amendment. 
It  is  a  downright  direct  personal  attack — 
it  can  be  construed  into  nothing  else  ; 
and  it  reminds  me  of  a  character  in 
Dickens's  **  Oliver  Twist,"  named  Noah 
Olaypole,  the  tool  and  instrument  of  Fagin  : 
he  was  sent  out  on  the  '* kinchin  lay"  — 
that  is  to  rob  little  children  of  their  pocket- 
handkerchiefs.  Dickens,  in  describing  the 
character,  said  Noah  Glaypole  was  character- 
istic of  all  small  wits,  in  that  when  he  wanted 
to  be  funny  he  became  personal.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  intends 
to  be  funny  or  personal ;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  this  amendment  must  be  accepted  by  the 
thinking  members  of  the  House — by  those  who 
reflect  and  who  think — as  a  direct  attack  on  the 
personal  honour,  honesty,  and  integrity  of  the 
greatest  Premier  the  Southern  Hemisphere  has 
ever  seen.  I  hope  the  House  will  rise  to  the 
occasion.  I  hope  the  House  will  ignore  the 
members  who  immortalised  themselves  by 
publishing  their  names  in  the  paper  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Avon  has  too  much 
sense  to  be  associated  with  the  other  five. 
There  is  a  great  deal  more  to  be  said  on  the 
amendment ;  and  I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  will  have  something  to  say. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  had  a  very 
varied  experience  in  this  House,  and  it  is  in- 
teresting to  hear  what  his  constituents  say  about 
him.  I  know  them  personally,  perhaps  better 
than  he  does  himself.  There  is  not  a  single 
time  I  go  up  and  down  in  the  train  but  they 
attack  me  for  supporting  this  Govemmen    and 


tell  me  what  they  think  about  the  honourablfr 
gentleman,  and  say  they  support  him  because 
he  is  opposed  to  the  iniquicious  (jk>vemment, 
but  trust  him  for  nothing  else.  Bather  thsA 
occupy  a  position  like  this  I  would  go  outside 

„  QQ  and  get  is.  a  day  for  cracking  scoria. 
Sir,  when  I  was  interrupted  by  the 
5.80  adjournment— I  forget  where  I  left  ofi; 
but  I  will  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  where  I  am  going  to  start.  I  am 
going  to  commence  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
mem  who  moved  this  amendment ;  but  when  I 
realise  the  position  the  honourable  gentleman 
occupies,  and  when  I  realise  the  position  the 
honourable  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  should 
occupy,  I  am  astonished  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  at  once  resign  his  position 
as  leader  of  an  efiete  party. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— You  used  that  word 
eighteen  months  ago. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— The  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  every  Sunday  to  church,  and  heard 
the  parson  say,  *'  We  have  done  those  things 
we  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  left  undone 
those  things  we  ought  to  have  done,"  and,  il 
the  honourable  gentleman  objects  to  my  repeti- 
tion, why  does  he  not  object  to  the  parson 
every  Sunday  at  church?  Sir,  just  after  the 
last  general  election  it  was  announced  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  that  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  as  leader  of  the  Opposition  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton  was  to  take 
his  place.  Sir,  when  I  saw  shortly  afterwards 
in  the  public  Press  of  the  colony  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  refused  to  accept 
the  position,  and  was  prepared  to  accept  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  as  his 
leader,  —  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  I  ask  this  House  now.  Why  has  he 
jumped  the  honourable  gentleman's  claim  f 
Sir,  we  have  heard  it  rumoured  here  in  the 
lobbies — but  I  will  not  relate  lobby  gossip — 
but  it  was  rumoured  at  the  comers  of  the 
public  streets  that  neither  the  honourable 
member  for  Biccarton  nor  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  were  capable  of  moving  this 
resolution  and  doing  justice  to  it,  and  that  the 
honourable  the  senior  member  for  Donedin 
City  was  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  situation.  I  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers on  the  Opposition  benches  if  that  is  true 
or  not  true  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— There  is  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  it. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Then,  so  much  the  worse  for 
the  Opposition.  Sir,  the  honourable  the  senior 
member  for  Dunedin  City  was  elected  to  this 
House  on  one  declaration  that  he  made.  He 
said  he  believed  in  the  policy  of  this  GoTern- 
ment. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Oh  I 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Well,  then,  the  paper  that 
supports  the  honourable  gentleman  has  done 
him  a  gross  injustice.  He  did  not  attack  the 
policy  of  this  Government.  What  he  said  was 
this :  **  What  you  want  is  a  vigorous  Govern- 
ment  and  a  strong  Opposition;  and  elect  me^ 
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«nd  I  will  be  the  backbone  of  the  strong  Op- 
position."  And  what  poBition  does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  occupy  in  the  House  to-day  ? 
He  is  sitting.  Sir,  upon  a  political  pinnacle 
bued  upon  his  own  impotency.  Well,  Sir,  I 
hs?e  thought,  daring  the  adjournment,  of  the 
position  we  occupy  in  this  House.  I  am  think- 
ing that  the  honourable  member  who  has  moved 
this  amendment  is  a  gentleman  more  erudite, 
perhaps,  than  any  gentleman  in  this  House. 
Sir,  we  are  told  that  knowledge  is  power, — 
that  is  a  proverb  as  eld  as  the  hills,— but  I 
will  remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
knowledge  is  just  as  great  a  power  for  evil  as  it 
is  for  good.  And  the  advantages  of  knowledge 
and  education  are  all  in  the  application.  Has 
the  honourable  gentleman  this  day  applied  his 
knowledge  and  power  for  good  ?  Does  he  not 
realise  to  the  fullest  extent  that  he  is  casting 
the  gravest  reflection,  the  gravest  insult,  upon 
honourable  gentlemen  who  occupied  these 
benches  when  he  was  not  here  ?  I  will  show 
the  honourable  gentleman  presently  what  he 
really  means.  Sir,  take  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's own  position  :  is  he  not  insulting  him- 
self by  this  amendment  ?  What  position  does 
the  honourable  gentleman  occupy  ?  Is  he  not 
vainer  for  the  Australian  Mutual  Provident 
Society ;  and  if  he  got  on  these  benches  by  any 
possible  chance,  by  any  remote  opportunity, 
wonld  he  resign  tiiat  position?  Would  he 
realise  to  the  fullest  extent  that  even  now  he 
is  supporting  and  advocating  an  institution 
working  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Government 
Life  Insurance  Department,  to  the  Qovernment 
Advances  to  Settlers  Department,  and  all  the 
money-lending  institutions  of  the  colony  ?  And 
if  the  honourable  member  is  prepared  to  realise 
his  own  situation,  and  the  position  he  occupies 
in  connection  with  that  institution,  he  should 
at  once  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  apologize 
to  the  Hon.  the  Premier  for  the  insult  he  put 
npon  him  and  upon  every  public  man  in  this 
colony.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke*s  Bay  should  resign.  I  alluded  before 
the  adjournment  to  the  position  he  occupied 
in  connectioii  with  a  lending  company.  Sir, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  realises  his  posi- 
tion, as  I  have  already  indicated,  he  would 
leugn  his  position  of  leadership  of  the  Oppo- 
sition; but,  if  he  indorses  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  moving 
his  amendment,  he  should  at  once  resign  his 
position  as  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  resign 
Ais  seat  in  this  House.  Sir,  I  do  not  so  much 
«tte  to  go  into  ancient  history,  in  dealing 
with  the  public  affairs  of  this  colony,  as 
I  desire  to  deal  with  things  as  they  exist 
&t  the  present  time  ;  but  when  I  realise 
this :  that  neither  in  the  public  Press  of  this 
colony  nor  on  the  floor  of  this  House  has  any 
honourable  gentleman  dared,  even  inferentially, 
to  suggest  that  in  consequence  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  association  with  this 
foreign  syndicate 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  a  foreign  syndicate. 

Mr.  LAWBY. — I  am  not  going  to  hackle 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  over  terms, 
^ut  I  refer  to  the  syndicate  alluded  to  in  the 


honourable  gentleman's  amendment.  Sir,  has 
it  ever  been  proved,  or  attempted  to  be  proved, 
or  even  inferred  by  the  largest-hearted  man  on 
the  Opposition  benches— and  some  of  them 
have  big  hearts,  both  politically  and  privately — 
that  in  consequence  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's association  with  the  syndicate  alluded 
to  and  indicated  in  the  honourable  gentleman's 
amendment,  either  the  public  policy  of  the 
colony  or  the  public  accounts  of  the  colony 
have  suffered  in  the  remotest  degree  ?  Is  the 
honourable  gentleman  prepared  to  make  a  de- 
claration of  that  nature?  Sir,  neither  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment, nor  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay,  nor  the  prompter  of  the  party  —  the 
honourable  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City — 
nor  the  honourable  gentleman  representing 
Wakatipu,  who  is  associated  with  the  Assets 
Realisation  Board,  nor  even  the  pure-minded 
member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  Allen),  nor  any  gentle- 
man on  the  Opposition  benches  have  dared  to 
Insinuate  that  the  Premier's  association  with 
this  syndicate  has  caused  the  public  accounts 
to  suffer  in  the  remotest  degree.  Sir,  contrast 
the  position  with  a  declaration  made  by  the 
present  associate  of  the  Opposition  leader,  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea.  We  who  are, 
comparatively  speaking,  old  hands  in  the  House 
remember  that,  when  that  honourable  gentle- 
man made  accusations  against  the  late  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker,  whose  boots  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  not  fit  to  blacken 

Mr.  8PEAKEIi.>-That  is  hardly  an  expres- 
sion that  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  courtesies 
of  parliamentary  debate. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— I  mean  politically,  but  I  will 
withdraw  the  statement,  Sir.  I  ask  honour- 
able members  what  was  the  nature  of  those 
accusations?  When  the  honourable  gentle- 
man dealt  with  the  connection  of  the  late  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker,  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son, and  an  ex-Minister  of  Public  Works  (the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mitchelson),  the  charge  he  hurled 
across  the  floor  was  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  private  indebtedness  of  those  gentlemen  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  the  public  accounts 
of  the  colony  were  so  manipulated  that  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half — I  speak  approximately — of  the 
colony's  money  was  put  into  the  funds  of  the 
bank  to  bolster  it  up.  and  that  those  gentle- 
men were  compelled  to  agree  to  that  in  con- 
sequence of  their  private  indebtedness.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  knows  the  case  well  enough.  Now, 
Sir,  let  us  look  through  a  little  list  I  have 
here,  showing  the  members  of  Ministries  and 
the  supporters  on  the  opposite  benches  who 
have  been  skssociated  with  private  companies. 
I  am  glad  to  see  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  in  his  place.  Sir,  I  hold  that  if  we  were 
to  deny  the  Premier's  right  to  be  connected 
with  any  of  these  companies,  we  should  also 
exclude  the  right  of  lawyers  to  come  into  this 
House.  What  has  been  the  curse  of  the  colony 
in  its  legislation  ?  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing the  greatest  curse  the  colony  has  ever  known 
is  the  inclusion  of  lawyers  in  this  House.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  lawyers  we  would  have  our 
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laws  framed  in  phraseology  that  any  man  in 
the  country  could  understand.  We  would  have 
less  of  the  •*  hereby,"  "  thereto,"  "  provided," 
**  always,"  "  nevertheless,"  **  notwithstanding  " 
than  we  have  in  our  statutes  at  the  present 
time. 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  want  to  exclude  the 
Premier,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  LAWBY.— No,  for  I  say  he  has  got  his 
position  by  merit,  not  by  a  system  of  cram- 
ming. Now,  Sir,  what  does  the  honourable 
gentleman's  amendment  mean  ?  It  is  a  gross 
reflection  on  my  late  chief,  the  Hon.  John 
Ballance.  Why  did  not  the  mover  of  the 
amendment  bring  down  an  amendment  when 
Mr.  Ballance  was  in  the  House  condemning 
him  ?  The  late  Mr.  Ballance — I  must  say  it — 
was  associated  with  one  of  the  greatest  failures 
the  colony  has  ever  seen.  I  refer  to  the  East 
Coast  Land  Company.  The  members  on  the 
Opposition  benches  did  not  dare  to  denounce 
that  honourable  gentleman,  because  they  knew 
that  if  Mr.  Ballance  was  mixed  up  with  the 
company  many  of  themselves  were  up  to  the 
hilt  in  the  same  institution.  Does  not  the 
honourable  member  know,  and  do  not  the 
members  of  the  "left  wing"  know,  that  this 
amendment  is  a  gross  reflection  on  the 
deceased  gentleman  whose  statue  is  erected 
in  these  grounds?  I  hope  they  will  bear 
this  in  mind,  because  if  they  do  not  do  so 
the  country  will  remember  it,  and  the  country 
will  make  them  understand  what  their  fate 
is  to  be.  Sir,  I  will  now  give  the  facts  of 
the  list  I  hold.  Captain  Russell  was  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Northern  Investment  Company; 
the  Hon.  E.  Mitchelson  was  chairman  of  the 
Kaihu  Valley  Bailway  Company,  which  was  of 
a  political  nature;  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker 
was  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
and  of  the  Auckland  Gas  Company ;  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens  was  a  director  of  the  Permanent 
Investment  Conipany;  and  Sir  Bobert  Stout 
while  Attorney-General  and  Premier  was  a 
director  of  the  New  Zealand  Land  and  Loan 
Company. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— You  are  wrong. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Well,  he  was  a  director  of 
some  company,  at  any  rate.  I  believe  it  was 
the  Agricultural  Company. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LAWBY. — I  have  a  prospectus  in  my 
hand,  and  on  it  I  find  Sir  Bobert  Stout's  name, 
and  other  names  which  I  will  not  mention. 
Now,  was  it  right  for  Sir  Bobert  Stout  to  be 
associated  with  companies  while  occupying 
the  high  and  important  position  of  Attorney- 
General  ? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— That  is  not  the  amendment. 
You  have  not  read  it. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Well,  I  heard  it  read ;  and  I 
would  say  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  read  less  than  he  does,  and  pay  more  at- 
tention to  what  is  transpiring  in  the  House,  he 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  his  country  and 
more  practical  in  political  life.  I  repeat  what 
I  said  this  afternoon.  Sir,  that  never  was 
there  an  amendment  moved  in  the  House 
which  is  such  a  dire  reflection  on  the  pub- 
Mr,  Lawry 


lie  men  of  the  colony  as  the  amendment- 
now  before  the  House.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  if  the  Premier  was  leaving  the  party,, 
and  if  he  was  losing  his  position  as  leader 
of  the  colony  and  of  the  great  political  party ,^ 
we  should  be  fully  justified  in  attacking  him 
if  he  was  compelled  in  consequence  of  his 
association  with  this  company  to  sacrifioe  the 
public  interests  of  the  colony  which  he  at 
present  leads.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  knew  exactly  how  to  catch  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
Bobert  Stout),  and  the  small  pturty  which 
he  ostensibly  leads.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man never  really  led  any  one,  and  never 
will.  Sir,  I  would  like  now  to  declare  to  the 
public  of  Wellington,  and  to  the  public  of 
tbe  colony,  what  I  declared  this  afternoon — 
that  if  the  honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition 
had  occupied  his  proper  position,  and  moved 
this  amendment,  we  could  have  beaten  then> 
by  about  fourteen.  But,  Sir,  what  do  we- 
care? 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Who  are  the  "  we  "  ? 

Mr.  LAWBY.— I  mean  by  "we"  the  Go- 
vernment party — the  consolidated  party  who- 
are  now  governing  the  country,  and  who  have 
the  confidence  of  the  country.  We  are  safe, 
because  we  can  beat  them  hands  down. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Go  to  a  division,  then, 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Will  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  go  to  a  division  when  I  sit  down  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb, — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  LAWBY.— Then  I  will  sit  down  very 
quickly.  There  have  been  Scriptural  quota- 
tions used  during  this  debate.  I  can  soaroely 
lead  up  to  a  Scriptural  quotation — and  I  aD» 
not  going  to  quote  it  correctly — without  again 
referring  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  has  done  in  order  to  entrap  the  young 
inexperienced  members  who  form  what  ia 
termed  the  "  left  wing."  I  am  reminded  of 
the  passage  in  the  Gospel,  and  I  am  going  to 
alter  it  slightly  for  the  sake  of  adaptation. 
Sir,  we  have  seen  the  persistent  attempts  U> 
"  nobble "  the  "  left  wing,"  and  now  the 
small  fish  of  that  party  have  swallowed  the 
cunningly-concealed  hook.  And  I  conclude  by 
the  quotation  alluded  to :  **  Woe  unto  yoa^ 
*  political '  scribes,  Pharisees,  hypocrites.  Ye 
scour  the  political  sea  and  land  to  make  *  left 
wing'  proselytes,  and  when  ye  have  made  them 
they  are  ten  times  greater  political  children  of 
a  political  hell  than  they  were  before." 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Before  th» 
debate  proceeds,  may  I  be  allowed  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  ?  It  is  in  oonneotioii 
with  some  remark  which  fell  from  the  honour- 
able the  junior  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Fisher)  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon. 
The  honourable  gentleman  stated  that  on  one 
occasion  he  had  asked  me  to  write  a  speech 
for  him,  and  that  I  did  it ;  and  I  think  he  also 
led  the  House  to  infer,  perhaps  unconsciouelyy 
that  that  speech  had  some  connection  witii 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  left  the  Ministry  in  1888.  I  deetre 
to  say  that  it  was  not  a  speech  I  wrote  for 
him.    It  was  a  personal  explanation,  of  only  a» 
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few  lines,  and  it  had  no  oonneotion  witti  the 
oiroainBtenees  nnder  which  he  left  the  Minietry, 
bat  had  reference  to  (he  case  of  an  escaped 
prisoner  named  Qasparini,  an  Italian.  I  shall 
merely  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman, 
who  was  in  some  trouble  at  the  time,  con- 
sulted me  as  to  the  style  in  which  he  should 
make  his  explanation  in  the  House,  and 
I  advised  him  to  use  that  quiet,  oool,  in- 
ofiensive  tone  in  which  I  invariably  address 
the  House  myself.  He  said  he  could  not  do 
so,  and  he  begged  of  me  to  write  it  for  him, 
which  I  did.  There  are  only  a  few  lines,  and, 
as  he  did  not  read  them— as,  I  think,  he  ought 
to  have  done — ^I  impose  to  read  them  my- 
self:— 

I"  GaSPARINI.— PSBSONAIi   EXPLANATION. 

"Mr.  FiSHEB. — Sir,  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeds to  the  business  on  the  Order  Paper,  may 
I  be  allowed  by  way  of  personal  explanation  to 
Tefer  to  a  subject  which  afterwards  I  hope  to 
be  permitted  to  leave,  I  trust,  for  ever.  The 
other  day  the  Premier  "—that  was  the  late  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson — "denied  in  the  most  emphatic 
way  having  received  from  me  certain  corre- 
spondence, saying  that  he  had  received  only 
a  memorandum.  I  now  hold  the  full  cor- 
respondence in  m^  hand,  containing  the 
Premier's  notes  in  his  own  handwriting  return- 
ing the  document  to  me.  That  is  all  I  hope 
I  shall  have  to  say  upon  this  subject." 

That  is  what  I  wrote  for  the  honourable 
gentleman — that  is  what  he  repeated  in  the 
House ;  and  I  only  make  this  explanation  lest 
the  House  should  think  I  either  sympathized 
with  or  defended  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
the  very  distressing  circumstances  under  which 
he  left  the  Ministry  to  which  he  belonged. 

Mr.  FISHER.— May  I  also  he  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  explanation?  As  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  said,  the  occasion  referred 
to  was  to  me  a  troublous  and  distressing  time. 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  had  denied  having  received 
from  me  the  full  and  complete  oorrespondence 
relating  to  this  subject.  He  pledged  his  word 
on  the  floor  of  this  House  that  he  had  never 
noeived  from  me  the  full  correspondence  re- 
lating to  the  Oasparini  matter.  I  knew  I  had 
received  it  by  post  from  Taranaki— it  was  a 
bulky  oorrespondence  —  but  for  some  time  I 
was  unable  to  find  it.  Having  found  it,  as 
I  said  this  afternoon,  I  went  to  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Soobie  Maokenaie),  and  said 
to  him,  **  Now,  here  is  the  correspondence  to 
the  absolute  non-existence  of  which  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  pledged  his  word  to  this  House." 
I  said,  "  What  would  you  recommend  me  to 
do  ?  "  He  said,  '*  Well,  you  are  impulsive  and 
excitable,  and  you  may  say  more  in  the  House 
than  you  would,  under  calmer  circumstances, 
feel  inclined  to  say."  He  said,  **  I'll  draft  you 
a  few  lines."  I  said,  **  Very  well ;  if  you  will 
draft  a  few  lines  I  will  repeat  them  as  nearly 
•8  possible  to  the  House."  I  repeated  them, 
and  I  then  produced  to  the  House,  as  I  produce 
now,  the  whole  correspondence,  corrected  in  Sir 
Hany  Atkinson's  own  handwriting.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  expla- 


nation. It  was  to  me  a  sore  and  trying  time. 
I  asked  him,  as  a  friend,  to  aid  me.  He  did  so. 
What  more  is  there  to  say  ? 

Mr.  0AR30N.— Sir,  as  a  new  member  I  have 
been  somewhat  interested  during  the  course  of 
this  debate  in  the  free  exchange  of  compli- 
ments that  has  taken  place  between  members- 
of  the  Oovernment  party.  I  have  wondered, 
Sir,  why  the  once  strong  Premier  has  not  put 
his  foot  down  and  prevented  this  washing  of 
dirty  linen  in  public.  I  had  an  idea  that  the 
Premier  had  pretty  good  control  over  such 
members  of  his  party  as  acknowledged  them- 
selves to  be  his  supporters  by  attending  caucus 
meetings.  Personally,  I  was  sorry  that  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ric- 
carton  was  projected  into  this  debate  this  after- 
noon. I  had  a  very  strong  feeling  that  a  vote  of 
the  House  should  be  taken  on  the  question  em- 
braced by  the  amendment,  but  I  was  rather  sorry 
that  the  question  was  introduced  at  this  8taf<e, 
for  fear  of  the  unnecessary  prolongation  of  a  de- 
bate that  has  been  sufficiently  prolonged  already. 
I  should  have  preferred  that  another  opjpor- 
tunity  should  have  been  taken ;  but  it  is  possible 
that  such  an  opportunity  would  never  have 
arisen.  There  is  some  doubt  as  to  whether  th» 
Premier  himself  would  have  given  the  oppor- 
tunity.   I  dissent,  Sir,  from  some  of  the  re- 

g  Q  marks  which  have  been  made  on  this 
question,  and  particularly  with  regard 
to  the  opinion  expressed  by  one  of  the  members 
for  Obnstchurch  City  (Mr.  Smith),  when  he 
suggested  that  the  Premier  shoula  not  have 
taken  this  amendment  as  a  motion  of  no  con- 
fidence. I  think.  Sir,  he  could  have  done 
no  other  than  he  has  done.  The  motion  is 
not  necessarily  one  of  no  confidence  in  his 
Ministry,  but  it  certainly  is  a  motion  of 
no  confidence  in  himself.  The  position  he 
holds  in  connection  with  the  Anglo-Oonti- 
nental  Syndicate  is  one  which  he  has  held  for 
a  long  time.  That  position  has  been  de- 
bated and  called  in  question  by  the  publio 
journals  of  the  colony  and  by  members  of  hia 
own  party  in  this  House ;  but,  deliberately,  of 
his  own  choice,  he  has  determined  to  hold  on 
to  it.  If,  then,  by  carrying  this  amendment 
the  House  should  express  its  disapproval  of 
such  a  connection  there  is  nothing  left  for  him 
to  do  but  to  retire  from  the  position  he  holda 
as  Premier  of  this  colony.  And  if  he  does  not 
do  that  of  his  own  free-will  his  own  side  would 
be  justified  in  bundling  him  out.  I  have  but  a 
very  few  words  to  say  on  this  point.  I  main- 
tain that  the  position  of  a  director  or  adviser 
of  such  a  syndicate  as  I  refer  to  is  entirely  in- 
compatibIe*with  the  position  of  Premier  of  the 
colony.  The  last  speaker  attempted  to  show 
that  the  Premier  is  in  no  different  position 
from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment—that they,  too,  are  directors  of  com- 
panies, and  that  if  it  is  incumbent  upon  the 
Premier  to  resign  his  position  as  adviser  of  this 
syndicate  it  is  incumbent  also  upon  those 
honourable  geatlemen  to  resign  the  positions 
they  hold  as  directors  of  companies.  But  the 
cases  are  not  parallel  at  all.    There  is  no  ob- 
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seotion  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon  ocoupying  the 
position  he  holds  simply  as  Mr.  Seddon,  but 
there  is  an  objection,  and  a  valid  objection,  to 
the  Premier  of  this  colony  holding  a  position 
like  that  held  by  the  Premier  upon  the  board 
of  this  syndioat^e.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for 
a  gentleman  who  receives  a  salary  to  watch 
over  the  interests  of  such  a  syndicate  to  do 
his. duty  by  it  and  by  the  colony  also.  It  is 
utterly  impossible  that,  holding  the  position 
of  Premier,  and  having  access  to  official  docu- 
ments and  to  official  information  that  no- 
body else  has  access  to,  he  should  not,  directly 
or   indirectly,   put  it  at  the  disposal  of  the 

Syndicate,  and  thus  give  it  an  advantage  over 
1  other  mining  companies  and  persons — it  is 
utterly  impossible,  in  such  a  position,  that  he 
can  faithfully  serve  two  masters.  If  he  uses 
the  official  information  he  possesses  to  the 
advantage  of  the  syndicate  whose  money  he 
accepts,  and  if  no  other  company  or  person 
can  obtain  such  information,  then  he  is  be- 
traying the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the  colony. 
The  position  is  as  clear  as  day,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  see  it.  The  two  positions 
are  not  compatible,  and  the  Premier  himself 
would  be  the  first  man  in  the  House  to  speak 
in  terms  of  severest  condemnation  of  it  if  such 
a  position  were  taken  up  by  the  present  leader 
of  the  Opposition  if  he  happened  to  be  Premier. 
No  honourable  gentleman  will  be  disposed  for 
a  moment  to  believe  that,  if  Captain  Bussell 
were  Premier,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  would  have  no  objection  to  his  hold- 
ing the  position  of  adviser  of  a  foreign  syn- 
dicate established  for  the  purpose  of  trading 
in  the  mines  of  the  colony.  Sir,  it  seems 
to  me    as    simple   as  ABC,    and    it  has  so 

g resented  itself  to  the  minds  of  many  mem- 
ers  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  party, 
whose  loyalty  to  party  and  loyalty  to  himself 
as  Premier  will  prevent  them  from  joining  in 
his  condemnation.  At  the  same  time  they 
must  honestly  admit  that  the  position  is  not  a 
legitimate  one,  and  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ought  not  to  hold  it.  It  would  be 
improper  for  me  to  refer  to  matters  that  have 
been  discussed  by  the  members  of  his  own 
party  in  caucus.  I  have  no  intention  of  doing 
so,  but  it  is  no  secret  that  the  feeling  of  many 
of  his  own  supporters  is  one  of  disapproval  of 
the  position  he  holds.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  well  for  him  if  he  had  submitted  the 
question  to  them — if  he  had  retired  from  the 
caucus  meeting  and  allowed  his  supporters  to 
yote  upon  it,  and  then  have  accepted  their 
decision.  However,  he  has  chosen  to  occupy 
the  position,  and  he  must  now  abide  by  the 
result.  I  know  he  is  prepared  to  abide  by  the 
result,  because  beforehand  he  is  assured  there 
will  be  a  majority  in  his  favour. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  would  take  it  quite  philo- 
sophically, even  if  there  should  be  a  majority 
against  me. 

h  Mr.  CARSON.— -And  you  would  retire  from 
those  benches  if  the  vote  went  against  you  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  CARSON.— I  quite  believe  it.     I  am  of 
opinion,  however,  that    you  would    have   no 
Mr,  Carbon 


alternative.  Sir,  I  had  not  intended  to  refer 
at  any  length  to  this  matter,  beoause  it  is  a 
very  simple  one.  My  main  purpose  in  rising 
to  speak  is  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  a  preg- 
nant sentence  in  the  Financial  Statement,  a 
sentence  that  to  me,  at  any  rate,  appears  to 
be  full  of  meaning.  It  appears  in  the  paia- 
graph  devoted  to  railway -construction  —  and 
let  me  say  veith  regard  to  this  Financial  State- 
ment that  I  consider  that  it  is  responsible  for 
this  terribly-prolonged  debate.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  given  us  a  Statement 
purely  devoted  to  finance,  and  comprised  in 
perhaps  three  or  four  pages,  not  more  than  a 
dozen  or  twenty  members  qi  the  House  wonld 
have  addressed  us  upon  it ;  but  when  we  have 
a  Budget  of  thirty-nine  pages,  devoted  to  every 
subject  under  the  sun,  what  could  be  expect 
but  that  every  member  would  get  up  and  talk 
about  the  smaller  matters  contained  in  it, 
instead  of  the  great  questions  of  finance. 
There  are  only  a  few  members  of  the  House 
who  are  authorities  on  finance,  and.  Sir,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  one  of  them.  Sir,  in  the 
second  paragraph,  under  the  heading  of  **  Bail- 
way-construction,*'  there  appear  these  words: 
*'  Other  very  important  railway-works  are  in 
hand,  and  progressing  as  rapidly  as  the  means 
at  our  disposal  will  allow.  The  line  between 
Eketahuna  and  Woodville  will  be  completed  in 
a  short  time."  Now,  it  is  to  the  words  follow- 
ing that  I  wish  to  direct  special  attention. 
They  are,  "This  done,  a  vigorous  policy  in 
respect  to  completing  the  North  Island  Trunk, 
Otago  Central,  and  other  railways  is  worthy  of 
consideration."  When,  Sir,  following  this  we 
have  the  deliveremce  of  the  Minister  for  BaO- 
ways  last  night,  when  we  have  speeches 
during  the  recess  from  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  and  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and 
when  we  have  the  utterances  of  members 
of  the  Government  party  in  this  House  all 
tending  in  the  same  direction,  we  gather 
what  the  sentence  I  have  quoted  from  the 
Statement  means.  The  Minister  for  Bail- 
ways  told  us  that  a  great  wave  of  public  opin- 
ion was  rising  in  favour  of  a  vigorous  paUic- 
works  policy — in  favour  of  borrowing  ;  and  he 
went  on  to  say  that  he  had  applications  for 
moneys  to  be  expended  on  railways  to  the 
extent  of  £2,000,000.  He  went  on,  further,  to 
say,  as  I  understood  him,  that  the  House  would 
have  to  face  the  question.  We  are  just  in  this 
position :  that  the  Ministry  think  the  time  is 
ripe,  and  that  if  they  dare  they  will  quickly  go 
in  for  borrowing  more  millions  to  go  on  with 
public  works. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  barking  up  the 
wrong  tree. 

Mr.  CABSON. — I  am  barking  up  the  wrong 
tree  1  What  is  the  plain  and  simple  Engli^  of 
the  words  we  have  here — **  a  vigorous  policy  in 
respect  to  completing  the  North  Island  Trunk, 
Otago  Central,  and  other  railways  "  ?  Are  these 
works  that  can  be  vigorously  pursued  with 
some  £200,000  or  £800,000?  What  did  the 
Minister  for  Bailways  mean  when  he  talked  of 
this  "  wave  of  public  opinion  "  that  was  going 
to  make  us  borrow  ?    What  was  the  honourable 
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member's  meaning— I  refer  to  the  middle 
member  for  Danedin  City  —  that  we  must 
borrow  if  we  were  to  do  justice  to  the  railways  ? 
An  Hon.  Mbvbbr.— Your  own  side  said  that : 
it  was  said  by  Mr.  Growther  last  night. 

Mr.  CARSON.— Mr.  Growther!  I  do  not 
ramember  that  that  honourable  gentleman  re- 
commended borrowing.  But  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  is  not  responsible  for 
our  side.  He  is  responsible  for  what  he  leads 
his  own  side  to  expect,  and  for  what  he  is  going 
to  lead  the  countj^  into.  Sir,  we  have  in  the 
words  I  have  read  the  cry  of  the  political 
hsrlot,  who,  wearied  of  her  temporary  and 
partial  reformation,  is  now  publicly  seeking 
to  be  again  seduced  into  the  paths  of  political 
profligacy.  That  is  what«I  discern  in  these 
speeches.  But  before  I  go  further  into  the 
matter  I  want  to  hark  back  a  little  and  find 
out  what  the  professed  non- borrowing  policy 
of  this  Government  has  been,  how  it  origin- 
ated, and  how  it  has  been  carried  out.  We 
are  told  that  it  originated  with  the  late  Pre- 
mier—with Mr.  Ballanoe.  And  in  this  con- 
Dsction  let  me  say  that  I  have  been  greatly 
surprised  at  the  manner  in  which,  indirectly, 
the  dead  statesman  has  been  maligned  by  his 
erstwhile  friends  on  that  side  of  the  House. 
Hon.  Mehbbrs. — No. 

Mr.  CARSON.— No!  Why,  Sir,  in  their 
endeavours  to  get  at  emd  to  wound  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City,  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  they  have  struck  at  him  through  the 
dead  body  of  their  own  former  leader.  They 
have  charged  the  middle  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  with  offences  for  which,  if  they  were 
offences  at  all,  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  was 
responsible.  I,  Sir,  was  that  gentleman's 
political  opponent  in  life  —  I  opposed  him 
publicly  in  the  Press  and  on  the  platform 
while  he  was  alive — but  I  have  neVer  struck 
a  blow  at  him  since  he  was  dead.  Sir, 
it  has  remained  for  his  own  friends,  who 
basked  in  the  sunshine  of  his  personal 
popularity  while  he  was  alive,  who,  I  will  not 
say,  advertised  themselves  over  his  open  grave, 
but  who  have  traded  upon  his  memory  ever 
since,  to  begin  to  blacken  him  now,  in  order  to 
avenge  themselves  upon  his  friend  and  their 
present  opponent,  Sir  Robert  Stout.  Now,  what 
u  the  position  with  regard  to  those  two  gentle- 
men ?  What  did  they  think  of  one  another  ? 
What  was  the  estimation  in  which  the  late 
Mr.  Ballanoe  held  Sir  Robert  Stout  ?  He  says, 
sway  back  in  1892,  during  the  financial  debate 
of  that  year, — 

"  1  think  I  may  say  for  all  honourable  gentle- 
men on  these  benches,  and,  indeed,  for  honour- 
able members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  that 
Sir  Robert  Stout,  if  he  re-enters  the  House, 
would  be  gladly  given  any  position  he  desired 
to  have." 

Sir  Robert  Stout,  Sir,  might  now  have  been 
Bitting  in  the  chief  place  on  the  Treasury 
Benches.  He  might  have  been  in  the  place,  if 
be  had  re-entered  the  House,  now  occupied  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  himself.  Mr. 
Ballance  goes  on  to  say — **  On  this  side  of  the 
Hooae  we  have  always  respected  and  honoured 


the  talents  and  ability  and  patriotism  of  that 
distinguished  man."  Sir,  I  hope,  when  chose 
honourable  gentlemen  are  again  talking  against 
Sir  Robert  Stout,  they  will  remember  the  esti- 
mation in  which  he  was  held  bv  their  late 
leader,  and  by  the  members  of  his  Ministry 
and  party.  Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  go  into  this 
question  of  the  non-borrowing  policy.  But 
first  I  would  like  to  make  a  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  surplus.  It  is  a  matter  that  has 
been  discussed  over  and  over  and  over  again, 
whether  there  has  been,  and  whether  there  is, 
and  whether,  indeed,  it  is  desirable  to  have, 
a  surplus.  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  in  his  last 
Financial  Statement,  showed  that  he  had  a 
surplus ;  and  what  did  Mr.  Ballance  say  of 
that  surplus— beoause  those  honourable  gentle- 
men take  extreme  credit  for  being  able  to  show 
a  surplus  in  their  day.  What  did  their  leader 
think  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  surplus  ?  Here 
is  what  he  says  about  it :  **  I  say  that  the 
productive  energies  of  this  country — that  is  to 
say,  not  the  commercial  energies,  the  energies 
of  the  distributing  classes — but  the  productive 
power  of  the  people  of  this  country  has  given 
the  surplus."  He  gave  no  credit  to  the  Trea- 
surer. It  was  the  people  who  provided  the 
surplus.  Again  :  "  Now,  I  should  like  to  say, 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  surplus,  that 
it  is  not  the  duty  of  a  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
provide  a  large  surplus."  I  hope  the  present 
Treasurer  will  note  the  words  of  his  predecessor 
in  his  particular  department,  **  that  it  is  not 
the  duty  of  a  Colonial  Treasurer  to  provide  a 
large  surplus." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  late  John  Ballance 
always  advocated  a  strong  finance. 

Mr.  CARSON. — I  am  not  quoting  from  me- 
mory; I  am  quoting  correctly  Mr.  Ballanoe's 
actual  words. 

•*  Of  course  " — he  goes  on  to  say — **  his 
prescience  will  be  applauded  if  he  provides  a 
surplus ;  but  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
quote  Adam  Smith  and  his  canons  of  taxation 
appear  to  forget  this  fact :  that  he  has  stated 
that  we  are  not  justified  in  taking  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people  more  than  is  necessary 
to  provide  for  the  services  of  the  country. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen  seem  to  think 
that  the  largeness  of  the  surplus  is  a  test  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer's  ability.  As  I  have 
said  before,  it  is  to  the  productive  energies  of 
the  country  that  the  surplus  is  due." 

Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  this  non-borrowing 
policy,  if  I  read  it  rightly,  if  I  have  studied  it 
fairly,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  originator— 
and  who  was  the  originator?  because  I  have 
contended  that  Mr.  Ballance  was  not.  It  was 
originated  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  before  Mr. 
Ballance  took  office.  And  what  was  the  true 
interpretation  of  this  policy  as  taken  up  by 
Mr.  Ballance  and  his  party  ?  It  was,  first,  to 
oppot<e  all  reduction  of  taxation, — they  have 
certainly  been  true  to  that,  —  to  carry  on 
public  works  out  of  — what?  "Out  of  sur- 
plus receipts;  to  absolutely  refrain  from  bor- 
rowing in  England  ;  to  borrow  only,  if 
at  all,  small  sums  locally  for  roads  and 
land-settlement."     Now,  I  think  I  have  cor- 
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reotly  stated  what  was  the  intention  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  non- 
borrowing  policy,  or  who  was  credited  with 
introducing  it.  It  will  be  for  the  House  to 
judge  whether  it  has  been  maintained,  and 
whether  what  we  see  suggested  in  the  State- 
ment before  us  is  a  continuance  of  that  policy. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  Premier  himself  and 
the  attitude  he  has,  in  the  past,  taken  up  in 
connection  with  loans :  We  had  that  master 
gone  into  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie).  With  regard 
to  the  last  million  loan  of  the  Atkinson  Govern- 
ment, I  should  like  to  repeat  a  few  of  the 
present  Premier's  own  words,  because  they 
show  the  principle  upon  which  he  acts.  In 
supporting  the  loan  of  1888  Mr.  Seddon  said, — 
"  There  are  parts  of  the  colony  that  have  had 
no  public  expenditure  to  any  extent :  it  would 
be  unfair  to  the  sparsely-settled  districts  that 
require  roads  and  means  of  communication 
unless  they  were  placed  in  the  same  position 
as  those  more  favoured  spots  which  have  had 
more  money  spent  upon  them,  and  are  con- 
nected with  railways  and  roads.  I  say  that 
until  we  have  had  a  fair  expenditure  of  public 
money  out  of  loan   upon   each    part  of    the 

colony  " 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  CARSON.— I  am  glad  to  get  that "  Hear, 
hear."  The  principle  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  is  not  that  money  should  be 
borrowed  for  necessary  public  works,  but  that 
every  part  of  the  colony  should  have  a  share. 
Sir,  that  is  where  we  go  wrong — to  say  that 
when  we  borrow  millions  all  should  have  a 
share,  whether  the  expenditure  would  be  pro- 
ductive or  not.  I  contend  that  the  principle 
of  the  colony,  if  we  borrow  money  at  all,  should 
be  to  spend  that  money  where  it  will  be  repro- 
ductive, and  not  where  it  will  be  wasted. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Read  the  passage,  and  you 
will  see  where  I  said  that. 

Mr.  CARSON.— I  just  stopped  where  the 
honourable  gentleman  interrupted  me.  I  will 
now  go  over  the  whole  sentence.    He  says, — 

"  I  say  that  until  we  have  had  a  fair  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  out  of  loan  upon  each 
part  of  the  colony,  it  is  wrong  to  these  parts  to 
say  suddenly  that  there  is  to  be  no  more  bor- 
rowing." 

That,  Sir,  bears  out  exactly  what  I  said — 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Premier,  if  we  bor- 
row, each  part  of  the  colony,  wheth^  the 
expenditure  would  be  productive  or  not,  should 
have  its  share  of  the  spoil.  Now,  let  me  give 
the  policy  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  in  1890. 
He  says,  "  The  policy  from  1888  was  " — 
among  other  things — "  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
ture of  borrowed  money  on  our  public 
works  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  was 
proposed  last  session."  Again,  **We  have 
reduced  the  public-works  expenditure  from 
£966,169  in  1887-88,  to  £410,729,  in  1889-90." 
Again,  **  All  we  require  is  a  steady  pursuit  of 
our  present  policy  of  careful  economy  in  the 
administration  of  our  affairs,  a  steady  refusal 
to  again  resort  to  borrowing  to  make  matters 
more  pleasant,  and  a  determination  to  get  our 
if r.  Carson 


waste  lands  settled."  That  was  the  policy  of 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  in  1890.  Again,  "The 
Government  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  | 
a  resumption  of  ordinary  borrowing  for  this  " — 
land-settlement — "or  any  other  purpose."  That- 
was  in  1890.  Let  us  follow  it  up.  Mr.  Bal- 
lance,  in  his  Financial  Statement  in  1891, 
says,— 

<*We  must  be  certain  that  we  shall  have 
sufficient  revenue  to  meet  the  growing  demands 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund  arising  through 
the  cessation  of  borrowing  large  amounts  of 
money  in  the  English  market.  For,  if  we  are 
to  maintain  our  credit  and  financial  independ- 
ence, borrowing  in  that  market  mast  oeaoe, 
while  any  local  borrowing  is  likely  to  be  ocm- 
fined  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  carrying  on 
those  essential  works  of  colonisation,  BUfSi  as  j 
the  settlement  of  the  land,  on  which  depend  so-  \ 
directlv  the  prosperity  of  the  oommuDity."  ' 

'*  If  borrowing  in  the  English  market  is  to  be 
discontinued,  the  means  will  have  to  be  pro- 
vided for  carrying  on  the  work  of  settling  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown." 

That  was  in  his  Financial  Statement  of  1891. 
In  Wanganui,  speaking  on  the  public  platform 
in  the  same  year,  1891,  he  said, — 

"  Borrowing  in  the  English  market  most 
be  discontinued.  If  we  borrow  at  ail  it  most 
be  within  narrow  limits,  within  the  colony,  for 
roads." 

That  was  the  policy  of  the  late  Premier  and 
Colonial  Treasurer.  I  will  quote  from  hi* 
Financial  Statement  in  1892.  the  following. 
He  says : — 

"  I  have  propounded  a  policy  of  self-reliaooe, 
and  shown  the  necessity  of  weaning  the  colony 
from  a  servile  dependence  upon  foreign  dealers 
in  money." 

And  he  closes  the  Statement  with  these 
words :  — 

'*  We  have  marched  for  twenty  yean  at  a 
furious  pace,  too  severe  to  last,  and  we  have 
piled  up  obligations  which  would  make  sane 
men  pause." 

Then,  replying  to  Sir  John  Hall,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  he  says : — 

"  Then  the  honourable  gentleman  (Sir  John 
Hall)  referred  to  the  question  of  borrowing  in 
the  colony,  and  he  said  that  the  interest  would 
find  its  way  to  London.  Sir,  our  policy  is  not 
to  borrow  in  the  colony  at  all  in  a  way  that  will 
leave  the  interest  to  find  its  way  to  London." 

We  are  thinking  now  that  the  interest  on 
last  year's  million  is  finding  its  way  there.  Bat 
he  said.  Sir, — 

"  Our  policy  is  not  to  borrow  in  the  oolonyat 
all  in  a  way  that  will  leave  the  interest  to  find 
its  way  to  London.  Our  object  is  to  bring  bor- 
rowing to  a  conclusion  as  fast  as  we  possibly 
can,  except  from  the  legitimate  souroes  from 

which  we  should  borrow " 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  CARSON.— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  say  "  Hear,  hear."  I  will 
read  it  again, — *'  Our  object  is  to  bring  borrow- 
ing to  a  conclusion  as  fast  as  we  possibly  can, 
except  from  the  legitimate  sources  from  whioh 
we  snould  borrow — namely,  surplus  revenue.'* 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— He  iDdioated  that  he  wm 
still  going  to  borrow.    Yon  will  mark  that. 

Mr.  CARSON.  — Tes,  from  "legitimate 
■onrcee,"  out  of  *'  surplus  revenue."  Is  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  satisfied  with  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes;  certainly.  You  said 
just  DOW  he  never  was  to  have  a  surplus. 

Mr.  CARSON.— I  never  said  that.  It  was 
Mr.  Ballanoe,  who  was  referring  to  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson.  I  was  quoting  Mr.  Ballance's  words 
when  he  was  criticising  the  actions  of  another 
administration.  For  himself  he  says :  **  We 
will  borrow  from  surplus  revenue'*;  but  the 
right  honourable  gentlemen  has  departed  from 
the  policy  that  was  introduced  by  his  own 
Government  and  by  his  late  colleague. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  £300,000  this  year 
to  be  set  apart  for  public  works. 

Mr.  CARSON.— I  am  referring  to  the  Loan 
Bill  of  last  year,  and  to  what  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  is  now  trying  to  win  the  House 
to. 

Mr.    SEDDON. -There   was    £250,000  last 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  the  Pre- 
mier  must  not  interrupt  so  frequently. 

Mr.  CARSON.— I  have  no  objection,  Sir,  to 
interruptions.  I  am  only  too  glad  to  be  put 
light  if  I  make  any  mistake. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  was  £250,000  last 
year,  and  £800,000  this  year  set  apart  out  of 
the  ordinary  revenue  for  public  works. 

Mr.  CARSON.— What  about  the  million  that 
was  borrowed  last  year,  in  addition  to 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — You  are  indulging  in  con- 
versation instead  of  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  is 
asking  questions,  to  which  I  am  replying. 

Mr.  CARSON. — Mr.  Bal lance  continues,  in 
the  speech  from  which  I  have  been  quoting, — 

**  We  may  not  succeed  in  this  great  effort,  we 
may  break  down  in  it ;  but  that  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  make  the  attempt.  The 
honourable  gentleman  well  knows  that  if  the 
past  system  of  borrowing  should  be  long  carried 
on  in  this  colony  it  means  almost  bankruptcy." 

I  hope,  Sir,  we  are  not  going  to  return  to 
that.    Mr.  Ballance  continues, — 

"We  are  perfectly  earnest  in  the  matter, 
and  I  repudiate  at  once  the  statement  that 
has  been  made  by  a  member  of  this  House 
that  if  the  House  were  polled  all  but  half  a 
dozen  members  would  be  in  favour  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  borrowing.  There  may  be  a  small, 
tmimportant  section  of  the  House  who  believe 
that  the  interests  of  the  colony  require  further 
bono  wing  ;  but  1  believe  that  the  honest  judg- 
ment, that  the  real  judgment,  of  the  House  is 
in  favour  of  bringing  borrowing  to  an  end  as 
aeon  as  possible.  The  country  will  look  upon 
this  question  exactly  as  the  Government  do: 
that  the  borrowing  in  the  past  has  disorga- 
nised our  industries  and  corrupted  our  people, 
and  driven  many  from  our  shores  whom  it 
would  have  been  well  to  have  kept  here ;  and 
they  will  say,  as  we  say,  that  the  only  true 
and  honest  policy  for  the  future  is  to  bring 
borrowing  to  an  end  as  quickly  as  possible. 


Sir,  we  may  not  succeed ;  we  cannot  tell  what 
is  coming  in  the  future,  and  I  0bm  not  going  to- 
pose  here  as  a  prophet.  We  have  had  so 
many  prophets  on  the  other  side  that  we  can 
well  leave  prophecy  to  them.  But  I  think,  if 
honourable  members  agree  with  me,  that  we 
can  do  without  borrowing;  that  is  the  true 
policy  to  pursue  in  the  future." 

That  was  in  1892.  I  hope  the  House  will 
bear  with  me,  because  I  want  to  bring  out  the 
declaration  of  the  present  Ministry  all  down 
their  years  of  office  with  regard  to  this  one 
question  of  borrowing,  which  is  a  matter  of 
more  concern  to  the  colony  than  all  the  other 
questions  that  are  embraced  in  the  Statement. 
I  have  not  calculated  the  amount  of  interest- 
we  have  paid,  but  we  have  borrowed  over  forty 
millions,  and  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  we 
have  paid  back  in  interest  more  than  that- 
amount.  We  have  actually  paid  back  as  much 
as  we  have  received,  yet  we  have  still  to  carry 
the  ever- increasing  load  upon  our  bcMsk.  We 
have  to  pay  a  million  and  three-quarters  and 
more  in  the  shape  of  interest  right  on  for  ever 
on  account  of  the  money  borrowed.  It  well 
becomes  us  to  pause,  and  think  whether  we 
can  heap  further  borrowing  on  the  people. 
What  said  Mr.  Ward  on  this  question  in  his 
Financial  Statement  in  1898 : — 

"  I  now  wish  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
important  question  of  how  our  future  monetary 
requirements  are  to  be  provided  for.  To  borrow 
or  not  to  borrow — that  is  the  question.  There 
are  some  who  advocate  a  reversion  to  the 
old  system  of  obtaining  loan-money  from  the 
London  market  in  order  to  enable  public  works 
to  be  carried  on  to  what  is  termed  *  a  payable 
point.'  A  great  deal  is  involved  in  this  term, 
and  doubtless  the  experience  of  most  of  us  has 
been  that  this  paying  point  is  a  receding  goal. 
It  is,  however,  patent  to  all  that,  with  the  work 
of  colonisation  actively  going  on,  and  the  deve- 
lopment of  the  interior — a  part  of  our  polioy 
which  has  been  and  must  be  vigorously  pur- 
sued— public  works  must  continue  to  perform 
an  important  item  in  the  future  expendi- 
ture of  this  colony.  There  is  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  against  the  raising  of  more 
revenue  by  taxation  than  is  ordinarily  re- 
quired to  carry  on  the  services  of  the  country, 
and  I  am  free  to  confess  that  it  is  not 
desirable  to  draw  more  from  the  pockets  of 
the  taxpayer  than  they  are  at  present  con- 
tributing. On  the  contrary,  the  policy  of  the 
Qovemment,  as  I  have  idready  indicated, 
shows  that  we  believe  that  relief  should  be 
afforded  to  the  taxpayers.  We  must,  however, 
obtain  money  either  by  taxation  or  by  borrow- 
ing, until  the  time  arrives  when  the  expen- 
diture upon  public  works  will  be  less  necessary 
that  it  is  at  present.  In  the  meantime,  I  am 
of  opinion  thut  the  best  interests  of  the  colony 
are  being  better  consulted  by  our  steadfastly 
adhering  to  the  polioy  of  self-denial,  and  bv 
maintaining  the  strong  financial  position  whicn 
we  now  hold,  than  by  further  large  and  heavy 
reductions  in  taxation,  and  in  substitution 
thereof  adopt^g  a  borrowing  policy.  The  Oo- 
vernment  believe  that  borrowing  is  not  neoes- 
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fiary,  and  have  decided  to  eondact  the  business 
of  the  country  without  having  recourse  to  it." 

That  was  the  policy  of  1893— that  taxation 
-should  be  kept  up  to  the  very  highest  point. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — That  was  four  years  ago 
—1898. 

Mr.  CARSON. — I  will  bring  you  down  year 
^y  year  to  to-day.  Public  works  were  to  be 
constructed  out  of  moneys  raised  by  heavy 
taxation,  and  there  was  to  be  no  resort  to 
borrowiog.  The  latter  part  of  that  policy  was 
ipubliolv  departed  from  last  year.  I  will  now 
give  what  the  present  Premier  said  in  1898. 
In  the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement  of 
that  year  the  present  Premier  and  Treasurer 
•said, — 

"  A  great  deal  has  been  said  upon  this  sys- 
tem ;  but  let  me  tell  the  House  and  the 
•country  that  if  you  go  back  to  the  old  system 
it  means  going  back  to  borrowing  ;  if  you  go 
back  to  borrowing  it  means  going  back  to 
-squandering." 

He  went  back  last  year.  The  Premier  said, 
*'  If  you  go  back  to  borrowing  it  means  going 
back  to  squandering."  The  honourable  mem- 
'ber  has  gone  back  to  borrowing.  Is  he  going 
back  to  squandering?  In  1894  the  Premier 
said,  in  a  speech  he  delivered  at  Auckland, 
"  The  Government  maintain  that  there  should 
be  no  further  borrowing,  but  a  policy  of  self- 
reliance."  The  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  speaking  at 
Winton  in  the  same  year  said,  "The  cry  of 
the  Atkinson  Government  was  borrow,  bor- 
row, borrow;  tax,  tax,  tax.  The  present 
Government  had  set  its  face  sternly  against 
borrowing."  Have  they  ?  Did  they  last  year? 
How  is  it  described  in  this  year's  Financial 
rStatement?  "Aid  to  public  works."  What 
a  sham  it  was  to  pretend  that  borrowing  was 
not  borrowing.  What  a  sham  to  keep  out 
of  the  Bill  the  word  "  loan,"  when  borrowing 
•was  meant  all  the  time,  and  when  they  were 
going  back  upon  the  policy  which  they  declared 
was  absolutely  essential  to  prevent  the  colony 
rgoing  into  bankruptcy.  In  1896,  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  debate,  with  regard  to  this  very 
million  loan,  what  did  the  Premier  say  ?  Here 
are  his  words  : — 

"  Well,  now,  Sir,  I  say  that  we  have  not 
-seen  our  way,  we  have  not  advocated,  we  have 
•not  in  these  proposals,  Sir,  advocated,  we  have 
not  asked  for,  either  a  large  or  a  small  loan. 
I  wish  honourable  members  to  bear  that  in 
mind.  I  challenge  them  to  find  throughout 
the  length  of  this  Financial  Statement  a  single 
^ord  about  a  loan  for  the  future." 

He  wanted  to  borrow  a  million  of  money,  but 
it  was  not  to  be  called  a  "  loan."  It  was  not "  a 
large  loan  " ;  it  was  not  "  a  small  loan  "  ;  it 
was  no  loan  at  bM.  "  I  wish  honourable  mem- 
bers," he  says,  "  to  bear  that  in  mind."  "  I 
•challenge  them,"  he  adds,  "  to  find  in  this 
Financial  Statement  a  single  word  about  loans 
for  the  future."  In  last  year's  Financial  State- 
ment the  loan  was  no  loan  at  all  —  it  was 
described  as  "aid  to  public  works."  In  this 
year's  Statement,  now  that  he  has  got  the 
•money,  the  loan  is  called  a  loan  straight  out. 
'That,  Sir,  completes  the  chapter.  I  have 
Mr.  Carson 


brought  the  story  down  to  1896,  and  have 
shown  plainly  how  those  honourable  gentle- 
men have  gone  back  upon  the  principles  they 
enunciated  when  they  took  office.  But,  Sir, 
what  I  am  concerned  about  is  not  so  much 
the  fact  of  their  having  gone  back  upon  their 
professed  principles,  but  rather  what  they 
mean  to  do  in  the  future.  I  am  alarmed 
at  what  is  suggested  in  this  Statement,  and 
at  the  remarks  that  fell  from  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  and  from  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  and  from  his  colleague  the  Oolonial 
Secretary  during  the  recess.  What  did  they 
say  ?  Why,  Sir,  these  two  gentlemen  advocated 
the  construction  of  light  railways.  In  so  doing 
they  advocated  the  resumption  of  large  borrow- 
ing. They  were  swimming  on  the  very  top  of 
the  wave  the  Minister  for  Railways  speaks 
about,  and  beckoning  the  colony  to  follow. 
Fortunately,  the  Minister  for  Railways,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Premier,  took  the  matter  in  his 
own  hands  and  told  them  the  light  lines  they 
were  advocating  were  utterly  absurd,  and  set 
his  face  against  the  proposal.  How  strong  he 
is  going  to  prove  himself  in  his  opposition  to 
these  borrowing  suggestions  remains  to  be  seen. 
Personally,  he  appears  to  think  it  an  improper 
and  a  wrong  thing,  and  would  be  to  the  serious 
disadvantage  of  the  colony.  But  I  fear  I  gather 
from  some  of  his  speeches  that  he  is  willing  to 
subordinate  his  own  convictions  if  it  appears 
to  him  that  the  people  of  the  colony  wish 
to  return  to  a  period  of  borrowing.  If  the 
Minister  for  Railways  thinks  it  is  wrong  to 
do  BO,  it  is  his  duty  to  say,  "Let  those  do 
so  who  will,  but,  as  forme,  I  would  rather  retire 
from  these  benches  than  have  any  hand  in 
inflicting  what  I  believe  to  be  a  wrong  upon 
the  colony."  We  have  had  many  references 
made  to  the  subject  of  sinking  funds,  and  in 
this  connection  I  would  like  to  quote  what  the 
then  Colonial  Treasurer,  Mr.  Ward,  said  in 
1895  on  the  subject.  He  was  very  much  con- 
cerned about  the  mounting  up  of  our  loans,  and 
thought  we  should  concern  ourselves  about 
their  repayment.    He  said : — 

"  The  question  of  the  extinction  of  our  loans 
has  given  me  much  concern.  The  time  is  ap- 
proaching when,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  add 
to  the  stability  of  our  colony,  would  place  it  in 
the  forefront  of  any  country  in  the  wodd,  if 
we  would  resolve  to  make  a  moderate  sacrifice 
in  providing  with  our  annual  interest  a  small 
payment  to  enable  the  loan  to  be  extinguished 
within  a  reasonable  period,  upon  a  system 
somewhat  similar  to  that  which  is  now  applied 
to  our  loans  to  public  bodies." 

Sir,  I  have  done  with  that  portion  of  the 
subject 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  doing  very  well. 

Mr.  CARSON.— The  honourable  gentlemaa 
is  doing  very  well  when  he  can  get  hold  of 
money  to  spend  in  the  fashion  he  did  last  year. 
Sir,  I  listened  with  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  last 
night  to  the  speech  of  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, but  I  was  astonished  at  his  opening 
remarks — astonished  at  the  almost  offensive 
way  in  which  he  referred  to  the  Opposition- 
astonished  because  I  do  not  suppose  that  any 
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Minister  that  has  ever  sat  on  those  benches 
has  been  treated  with  greater  generosity  by  the 
Opposition  than  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
bMft  ;  and  if  proof  were  wanted  of  the  absolute 
fairness  of  the  Opposition  party  and  their  readi- 
ness to  recognise  and  publicly  acknowledge 
merit  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  treatment  they 
have  accorded  to  the  Minister  for-  Railways. 
If  strong  party  spirit  had  prevailed  here,  do 
yon  think  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
would  so  candidly  and  openly  have  acknow- 
ledged the  honourable  gentleman's  merits? 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  himself,  who 
spoke  of  the  good  management  of  our  railways 
by  the  Commissioners,  was  good  enough  also 
to  say  that  he  did  not  suppose  they  could  be 
better  managed  by  any  Minister  than  they  had 
been  managed  by  the  present  Minister  in  charge. 
It  was  eztraordLaarily  generous  treatment.  I 
believe  it  was  fully  deserved,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  warranted  the  manner  of  the  reply 
adopted  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  Now, 
I  want  to  make  a  remark  or  two  upon  the 
dominating  power  of  four  or  five  members  of 
the  Government  party.  It  is  astonishing  to 
find  that  a  strong  Premier  can  sit  still  and 
allow  himself  to  be  bufieted,  kicked,  and 
txeated  with  ineffable  scorn  by  a  new  mem- 
ber of  his  own  party.  Time  was  when  he 
would  not  have  submitted  to  it ;  but  the  time 
has  come  when  he  can  apply  to  himself  the 
words  which  he  applied  to  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's 
Ministers  in  1888.  He  then  said,  <*We  have 
Ministers  sitting  there,  each  one  gagged,  and 
with  due  docility  sitting  there,  not  daring  to 
reply  to  any  argument  adduced  in  these  de- 
bates." These  words  of  the  present  Premier 
miflht  have  been  applied  by  him  to  his  own 
colleagues  when  he  was  going  Home — when 
they  all  sat,  as  he  says,  "  gagged,  and  with  due 
docility  sitting  there,  not  daring  "  to  utter  one 
word.  But  he  might  now  apply  his  own  words 
to  himself.  He  is  taunted,  sneered  at,  and 
treated  with  the  supremest  contempt  by  two  or 
three  members  of  his  party,  and  he  dare  not 
open  his  mouth. 

An  Hon.  Mehbkb.— Take  them. 

Mr.  CABSON.— We  do  not  ask  for  them.  It 
is  not  a  question  with  us  of  winning  or  losing 
this  amendment ;  it  is  a  question  of  standing 
up  for  that  which  is  good  for  the  colony.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  fear  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  that  he  might  be  driven  from 
office,  do  you  think  he  would  submit  to  such 
treatment  for  one  moment  ?  He  would  order 
the  uncontrollable  quartette  out  of  his  party, 
but  he  fears  that  he  cannot  afford  to  lose 
them.  I  am  surprised,  not  only  at  Minis- 
ters, but  I  am  surprised  at  the  independent 
members  of  his  party  who  can  sit  still  and  see 
the  Premier  sneered  and  jeered  at,  and  who 
dare  not  say  a  word  in  his  defence.  Ministers 
have  to  put  up  with  it  because  it  means  two 
or  three  votes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Allow  them  to  sow  their 
wild  oats. 

Mr.  CABSON.— Very  generous  treatment  I 
He  thinks  it  is  merely  the  fault  of  youth  on 
the  part  of  the  members  of  the  "left  wing." 


I  want  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  Police  Oommission.  It  is  an  extra- 
ordinary admission — an  extraordinary  back- 
down on  the  part  of  the  Premier  and  the 
Minister  of  Defence  that  they  should  have 
assented  to  the  demand  of  three  or  four  mem- 
bers for  this  Oommission.  Why,  it  is  only  a^ 
few  months  ago  that  the  Minister  of  Defence 
(Mr.  Thompson)  stated  in  his  place  in  this 
House  that, — 

*'  He  was  not  aware  that  there  was  a  wide- 
spree^  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  colony 
with  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Police 
Force;  neither  was  he  prepared  to  admit  that- 
if  such  a  feeling  existed  it  was  deserved.  .  . 
Nothing  had  reached  him  in  any  shape  or 
form  recommending  that  a  Oommission  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and 
he  was  not  prepared  to  do  it." 

Why,  Sir,  at  the  very  moment  he  was  utter- 
ing these  words,  at  the  very  time  he  said  there 
was  no  dissatisfaction,  the  Premier  was  making 
inquiries  with  regard  to  securing  a  Oommis- 
sioner  to  put  the  service  in  order.  The  Minister 
of  Defence  has  had  to  obey  the  behests  of  the 
Premier,  who,  in  turn,  has  had  to  obey  the 
behests  of  the  "  left  wing,"  and  Ministers  have 
had  to  agree  to  this  inquiry  into  their  own 
conduct.  They  were  told  emphatically  that 
the  inquiry  was  not  to  be  merely  into  the  con- 
duct of  policemen,  or  into  the  conduct  of  the 
heads  of  the  department,  but  it  was  to  be  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Ministers  in 
charge  of  the  department,  and  who  have  con- 
trolled the  police.  Now,  I  want  to  say  a  word 
or  two,  without  offence,  with  regard  to  the 
Premier's  expenses  in  connection  with  his  trip 
Home.  There  are  those  who  think  a  personal 
matter  like  this  should  not  be  referred  to.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  members  are  here  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers,  and  see 
that  the  public  money  is  properly  expended, 
not  improperly  expended.  The  honourable 
member  for  Oaversham  thinks  that  the  matter 
should  not  be  inquired  into.  Supposing  £5,000 
were  charged,  would  it  not  be  right  to  inquire 
into  it?  The  point  I  am  concerned  about  is 
this :  Is  the  amount  altogether  too  large  ?  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  right  thing  to  send 
the  Premier  Home  in  such  a  position  as  to 
enable  him  to  uphold  the  dignity  of  his  office. 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  positively  that 
the  money  spent  has  not  been  properly  ex- 
pended, but  I  should  consider  I  was  doing  a 
wrong  to  my  constituents  if  I  did  not  demand 
such  information  as  will  convince  me  on  this 
point.  I  think  that  whatever  money  the  trip 
ought  properly  to  have  cost  ought  to  be  paia. 
If  £1,000  was  enough  to  uphold  the  dignity  of 
the  Premier  of  Victoria  and  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales,  it  seems  passing  strange 
that  it  should  require  nearly  another  £1,000  to 
uphold  the  dignity  of  the  Premier  of  this  smaller 
colony.  Then,  there  is  £500  asked  for  the  Pre- 
mier's trip  to  the  other  side— a  trip  that  was 
not  authorised  by  this  House.  We  are  in  a 
position  to  gauge  what  the  expenditure  on  that 
trip  should  be.  I  say,  if  we  find  these  votes 
too  large  it  is  our  duty  to  cut  them  down,  but 
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if  the  ezpenditare  is  foand  to  be  legitimate, 
then  we  should  vote  the  money.  We  have  an 
extraordinary  illuBtration  afforded  us  in  the 
newspapers  to-day  of  the  insincerity  which  has 
been  charged  against  the  Premier  through- 
out the  whole  of  his  political  career.  We 
have  expressed  our  doubts  with  regard  to 
his  sincerity  on  the  question  of  the  old-age 
pensions ;  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
introduced  this  session,  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  referred  to  in  the  Budget,  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  give  much  hope  that  he  is  prepared  with 
any  reasonable^  proper,  and  feasible  scheme 
to  enable  this  matter  to  be  effectively  carried 
out.  But  it  is  at  this  very  moment,  when  we 
are  in  doubt  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  Premier, 
that  we  have  testimony  borne  as  to  the  posi- 
tion he  took  up  with  regard  to  the  female 
franchise.  He  has  claimed,  boldly  claimed, 
here,  and,  I  suppose,  at  Home,  that  it  was 
owing  to  his  standing  by  the  ladies  and  advo- 
cating their  claims,  and  being  in  favour  of 
their  receiving  the  vote,  that  they  received  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  CARSON. — The  honourable  gentleman 
says  "  Hear,  hear."  He  claims  that  it  was  so, 
that  he  was  honest  and  steadfast,  that  he  ap- 
proved of  it,  and  did  what  be  could  to  bring  it 
about.  Then,  Sir,  either  the  honourable  gentle- 
man or  another  gentleman,  who  was  at  the 

time  a  member  of  this  House,  is  an  awful . 

I  cannot  supply  a  word  that  can  be  used  here. 
I  will  leave  it  blank.  Sir,  there  is  a  letter 
which  appears  in  a  southern  paper  from  an  old 
member  of  this  House,  giving  an  extract  from 
a  letter  from  another  old  member  who,  while 
here,  was  looked  upon  as  the  father  of  the 
House — its  oldest  member,  one  who  was  most 
highly  respected,  and  one  whose  word,  I  be- 
lieve, was  never  called  in  question,  for  what- 
ever anybody  thought  of  his  political  opinions, 
every  one  trusted  absolutely  his  spoken  or 
written  word.  And  he,  Sir,  was  a  member  of 
the  Government  party,  and  one  to  whom  the 
Premier  oftentimes  referred  in  terms  of  plea- 
eure  as  one  whose  opinion  he  thought  a  great 
deal  of.  This  gentleman,  writing  to  Dunedin, 
to  Mr.  Hutchison,  the  defeated  candidate, 
fifty  8, — 

**  So  the  election  has  turned  out  just  as  you 
expected ;  but  I  feel  quite  sure  not  only  that 
you  have  done  the  right  thing,  but  also  that 
you  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good.  It  is  in- 
finitely better  that  a  Tory  should  get  in,  or  half 
a  dozen  of  them,  than  that  Seddon  should 
succeed  in  nominating,  for  that  great,  well- 
informed  Scotch  constituency,  any  person  that 
he  knew  would  indorse  all  his  actions,  however 
illiberal,  dishonest,  and  tyrannical  they  may 
be.  Talk  of  splitting  Liberals — what  sort  of 
Liberals  have  we  any  opportunity  to  support  ? 
What  really  Liberal  measure  has  ever  origin- 
ated with  Seddon  ?  '* 

*'  Originated,"  mark  you,  with  Mr.  Seddon. 
Then  comes  Mr.  Hutchison's  footnote : — 

**  Probably  on  this  question  a  famous  scene 

has  occurred  to  my  friend,  in  which  he  and  I, 

after  much  entreaty,  overcame  the  Premier's 

objections  to  submit  the  Bill  containing  the 

Mr,  Carson 


woman  franchise  to  the  Governor  for  vice-regtl 
sanction." 

The  Premier  says  he  supported  the  BUI,  and 
got  it  through.  I  leave  it  at  that.  The  ques- 
tion of  veracity  lies  between  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  on  one  side,  and  Mr.  Saunden 
and  Mr.  Hutchison  on  the  other.  One  of  theee 
parties  is  telling  the  truth  ;  it  is  not  for  me  to 
say  who  it  is.  Sir,  I  have  said  all  I  wish  to  say 
in  conneotion  with  this  Financial  Statement 
I  stated  at  the  beginning  what  I  meant  to 
do  with  regard  to  the  amendment.  I  should 
rather  it  had  come  up  at  some  other  time, 
and  in  some  other  way,  so  that  we  could  have 
had  a  direct  vote  upon  it,  but,  having  been 
projected  into  this  discussion,  I  hope  it  will  not 
prolong  the  debate,  but  that  a  division  will  be 
taken  upon  it  without  any  further  delay. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  when  there  has  been  a 
gross  misrepresentation,  I  think  it  is  only  right 
that  I  should  place  myself  fairly  before  the 
House,  and  so  I  thank  the  honourable  member 
for  having  referred  to  the  paragraph  in  the 
paper  which  he  has  read.  I  will  not.  Sir,  say 
an  unkind  word  of  the  writer  of  that  letter; 
but,  in  justice  to  myself,  I  must  say  that  he  if 
in  error. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Do  I  understand  that  this 
is  a  personal  explanation  or  a  speech  on  the 
matter  under  debate  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.^Yes,  Sir,  an  explanation. 
I  must  say  the  writer  is  in  error.  I  wonid 
also  call  honourable  members'  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  appears  immediately  after  an 
election,  and  when  the  feeling,  of  course,  would 
be  very  strong. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — This  is  not  personal  ex-        ! 
planation. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  to  call  attention  lo 
that  in  the  first  place.  Now,  in  respect  to  the 
women's  franchise,  if  Sir  John  Hall  were  here 
he  would  put  an  entirely  different  complexion 
on  it.  What  happened  was  in  respect  of  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Council,  and  a  depu- 
tation of  members,  some  of  whom  had  voted 
for  the  Bill,  came  to  me  and  asked  me  not  to 
agree  to  the  amendments.  I  think,  too,  that 
amongst  those  who  waited  upon  me  with  rsfer- 
ence  to  agreeing  with  the  amendments  were 
Mr.  Saunders,  Mr.  Hutchison,  Sir  John  Hall, 
and  others  who  were  in  favour  of  the  meaauie. 
And  I  then  said  that  I  would  not  be  a  party 
to  blocking  the  Bill  by  refusing  to  agree  to 
the  amendments.  I  agreed  to  them,  and 
the  records  of  the  House  will  prove  it.  We 
then  come  to  the  other  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion. I  would  like  to  know,  is  there  any 
member  in  this  House  who  would  believe  that  i 
a  Prime  Minister,  after  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  had  passed  a  Bill,  would  dare  to 
intervene  between  the  Crown  and  Parliament^ 
that  is,  both  branches  of  Parliament— and  say 
he  objected  to  present  the  Bill  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  ?    It  was  simply  absurd. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — This  is  beyond  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Oh !  a  serious  charge  haa 
been  brought  against  the  honourable  genti*- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Finanoial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


295 


tnan,  and  he  mast  be  allowed  to  speak  in 
▼indication  of  his  character. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — Against  a  newspaper 
•correspondent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— A  member  of  the  Hoase 
on  the  front  Opposition  bench  adopted  the 
•charge  so  far  as  to  emboey  it  in  his  speech. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Sir,  there  was  a  rumour 
that  amounted  to  this  :  that  those  who  wanted 
me  not  to  agree  to  the  amendments  would 
block  it  at  that  stage,  and  it  had  been  urged 
that  I  should  advise  the  Governor  not  to 
assent  to  the  Bill,  and  to  send  it  Home.  That 
rumoor  was  afloat,  and  when  the  peurties  came 
to  me  and  asked  me  whether  there  was  any 
truth  in  it,  I  said,  **  The  Bill  is  already  signed." 
Now,  Sir,  how  could  it  be  said  that  I  objected 
to  the  Bill  going  forward  ?  I  simply  say  that 
the  lapee  of  time  and  the  feeling  at  this  junc- 
ture is  the  probable  cause  of  this.  I  had  no 
objection  to  it,  and  I  never  could  take  up 
such  an  unconstitutional  position — between 
the  Crown  and  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  ; 
and  to  say  that  I  did  is  absolutely  incorrect 
and  unfair. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  deal 
with  the  financial  debate,  because  I  have 
-already  spoken  on  the  subject.  I  rise  for  two 
purposes.  I  wish  only  to  occupy  a  few  minutes 
first  in  reference  to  a  statement  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham.  I  would 
not  have  referred  to  the  statement  if  it  had 
been  made  in  reference  to  myself,  nor  perhaps 
would  I  have  referred  to  it  had  it  not  been 
cheered  by  the  Premier  and  some  of  his 
followers.  Sir,  the  charge  was  made  against 
•one  whose  memory  I  hope  we  all  rbvere — the 
late  Mr.  Ballance;  and  I  exceedingly  regret 
that  in  this  debate,  not  only  the  member  for 
Caversham,  but  the  member  for  Dunedin  City 
'(Mr.  Millar)  has  also  referred  to  his  adminis- 
tration. There  seem  to  be  on  the  Government 
side  those  who,  while  pretending  to  revere  the 
memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Ballance,  never 
lose  any  opportunity  of  continually  throwing 
slurs  on  him.  Now,  Sir,  the  special  slur 
to  which  I  refer  was  as  to  his  adminis- 
iration  of  the  Defence  and  of  the  Police 
Department  under  the  Stout- Vogel  Ministry, 
and  it  was  stated  to  the  House  that  it  had  been 
largely  increased  after  we  came  into  office.  If 
that  had  been  so  there  were  good  excuses  for 
the  increase.  We  had  to  pass  through  the 
Russian  war-scare,  when  every  part  of  the 
•colony  demanded  increased  expenditure.  We 
had  also  to  stare  a  new  system  of  dealing  with 
the  Natives,  who  were  not  then  pacified,  and 
we  started  what  was  called  the  **  one- policeman 
policy,"   and    we   had   to   extend  the   Police 

g  Q  Force.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this, 
instead  of  the  defence — which  was 
then  united  with  the  police — instead  of  this 
vote  being  increased  under  our  administra- 
tion it  was  reduced.  For  the  year  ending  81st 
March,  1884,  the  total  amount,  honourable  mem- 
4>er8  will  see,  was  £199,349  13s.  9d.,  the  year 
we  came  into  office,  and  in  the  year  we  went 
•out  of  office  the  total  vote  was  £182,868  ITs.  5d., 
«  decrease  of  £16,480  168.  4d.    There  was,  how- 


ever, a  vote  of  £12,500,  which  was  practically 
used  in  constructing  the  forts,  taken  out  of 
the  Public  Works  Fund  ;  but  even  adding  this 
amount  there  was  still  a  less  expenditure  the 
last  year  of  our  administration  of  £3,980  168.  4d. 
than  when  we  took  office.  And  yet  by  those 
who  pretend  to  say  they  revere  Mr.  Ballance's 
memory  it  is  cast  up  that  he  had  by  extrava- 
gant expenditure  increased  the  defence  vote.  I 
am  not  going  to  refer  to  the  matter  further ;  I 
am  only  going  to  say  this :  it  is  very  peculiar 
that  almost  iJl  the  attacks  made  on  the  Stout- 
Vogel  Government  are  always  attacks  on  the 
departments  which  Mr.  Ballance  administered  ; 
and  they  are  incorrect.  Even  if  they  had  been 
correct  it  is  very  bad  taste  to  constantly  revile 
the  dead  ;  but  they  are  incorrect,  and  I  appeal 
to  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare 
the  expenditure  when  we  took  office  in  1884 
with  that  when  we  went  out,  they  will  see  that 
for  the  three  years  the  total  increase  in  ordi- 
nary departmental  expenditure  was  only  £3,850 
for  the  three  years.  However,  I  am  not  here 
to  defend  the  conduct  of  our  Govemmentvhilst 
we  were  in  office ;  that  is  not  the  issue  before 
the  country  nor  before  the  House,  and  those 
who  are  constantly  looking  back  to  the  past 
seem  to  be  conscious  that  they  cannot  defend 
the  present.  I  shall  say  no  more  on  this  point, 
and  I  should  not  have  risen  had  not  Mr.  Bal- 
lance's memory  been  attacked  in  this  way. 
Whatever  honourable  members  may  think  of 
my  political  opinions,  I  hope  they  will  believe 
that  we  were  always  friends,  and  I  shall  always 
revere  his  memory.  Only  one  word  more ;  and 
I  should  not  have  referred  to  the  debate  had  it 
not  been  for  these  continual  references  to  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  have  been  directors 
of  companies.  I  see  nothing  wrong  in  them 
being  directors  of  companies,  nor  in  a  Minister 
being  a  director  of  a  company  ;  you  may  have 
to  limit  the  entrance  into  public  life  if  you  are 
to  say  to  a  man  who  has  his  business  in  the 
form  of  a  limited  liability  company  that  he  is 
to  be  excluded  from  public  life.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua, 
Mr.  Ward ;  who  objected  to  him,  when  he  was 
a  Minister,  being  connected  with  the  Ward 
Association  ?  It  was  his  business,  and  nobody 
objected  to  it — no  Opposition  paper  nor  mem- 
ber. Nor  does  any  person  now  object  to  a 
Minister  being  a  member  or  director,  say,  of  a 
loan  company  or  building  society — for  that  is 
really  the  business,  under  a  different  name,  to 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
referred,  with  which  I  was  for  a  short  time 
connected.  That  is  not  the  point  at  all; 
nobody  complains.  It  may  happen  that  a  Min- 
ister might  be  concerned  in  a  in  limited-liability 
company,  and  he  would  have  no  more  right 
to  be  asked  to  resign  his  directorship  than 
to  give  up  his  private  business.  That  is  not 
the  point  of  the  amendment  or  the  discussion, 
and  this  is  simply — to  use  a  very  popular 
expression — drawing  a  red-herring  across  the 
scent  to  raise  the  point.  The  point  is.  Is  it 
right  that  Ministers  should  belong  to  companies 
which  have  to  deal  with  Government  depart- 
ments over  which  they  are  chiefs  ?    That  is  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


296 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement 


[Oct.  28 


point.    Is  it  right,  for  example,  that  Ministen 
should  heloDg  to  companies  which  have  to  ask 
conoessioDB  from  Government,  or  should  belong 
to  companies  when   the  Ministers    have   the 
power  to  pass  laws  to  practically  say  whether 
they  are  or  are  not  to  exist  ?    Unfortunately, 
oar  mining  laws,  almost  all  our  mining  legisla- 
tion, is  not  made  by  the  House — the  important 
part  of  it  is  made  by  what  are  called  *'  Gover- 
nor's regulations  '* ;  and  the  administration  of 
those  regulations  depend  upon— what  ?    Upon 
the  will  of  the   Wardens   and    the  Ministry. 
£   am  not    saying    for    a    moment  that  any 
Minister  who  may  be  a  director  of  a  com- 
pany, and  his  company — as  all  companies  will 
nave  to-ygoes  to  the  Minister  for  concessions, 
for  revision  of  the  labour  articles— the  labour 
covenants,  we  might  call  them,  or  veurious  other 
things — I  am  not  saying  the  Minister  would 
knowingly  give  his  company  such  concessions ;  I 
should  be  sorry  to  think  that  any  Minister 
would  act  in  that  way  and  unduly  favour  his 
own  company.    However  one  may  criticize,  a 
Minister,— and  I  hope  I  have  criticized  them  as 
they  ought  to  be  criticized  on  more  occasions 
than  one, — I  would  not  venture  to  say  that  any 
Minister  of  the  Crown  would  knowingly  do  any- 
thing to  unduly  favour  his  own  company  ;  I 
assume  he  would  not.    But  the  point  is  this  : 
Is  he  not  placed  in  an  unfortunate  position — in 
such  a  delicate  position  as  no  Minister  should 
be  placed  in?    That  is   the   whole  point  of 
this  resolution.    One  word    more.    I  submit 
the  Premier  ought   not  to  have    made  this 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence ;  it  is  entirely 
wrong.    This  is  simply  an  abstract  proposition  ; 
and  I  should  like  to  know  what  member  is 
going  to  vote  for  the  converse  of  it.    That  is 
the  point.    I  submit,  that  seeing  the  Premier 
was  not   attacked    personally,   and   that    the 
Ministry  were  not  attacked,  and  this  House 
was  not  asked  to  censure  them  for  anything 
they  had  done,  but  it  is  simply  an  abstract 
proposition  that  has  been  laid  down,  the  Pre- 
mier has  done  wrong  to  himself,  to  his  party, 
and  to  his  Ministry,  and  is  drawing  on  himself 
criticism  he  need  not  have  done,  by  making  it  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence.    He  ougbt  to  have 
accepted  it  as  an  abstract  proposition,  and 
ought  to  have  said,  *'  Tbis  is  an  abstract  pro- 
position which  the  House  ought  to  lay  down  a 
rule  on."    That  is  the  proper  line  he  ought  to 
have  taken.    I  shall  not  say  more,  and  I  should 
not  have  risen  but  for  these  remarks  about  my 
late  colleague.    I  again  repeat:  I  hope,  this 
debate  having  lasted  so  long,  we  shall  not  have 
the  financial  debate  threshed  over  again,  and 
that  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  the  question 
of  the  amendment  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Sir,  it  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  take  part  in  this  debate,  and  I  should 
not  have  risen  had  it  not  been  for  the  some- 
what misleading  construction  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  put  on  the  figures 
I  placed  before  the  House  at  an  earlier  part 
of  this  debate.  On  that  occasion  I  was  criti- 
cizing a  statement  made  by  Sir  Robert  Stout 
when  drawing  attention  to  the  past  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  I  was  referring  to 
Sir  B,  Stout 


the  past  and  saying,  would  it  not  be  right  and 
proper  to  turn  back  a  page  or  two  of  his  own 
history  and  see  when  he  was  in  power  in  the 
colony  whether  he  himself  practised  what 
he  preached.  This  led  me  to  meet  seTeral 
charges  he  levelled  against  this  Government,, 
and  then  I  quoted  from  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  as  delivered  on  the 
1st  November,  1887,  in  which  the  following 
statement  is  made.  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was 
then  discussing  the  proposed  retrenchment  he 
was  attempting  to  oring  into  force.  We  all 
know  that  the  finances  of  the  colony  were  left 
in  such  a  deplorable  condition  by  the  Stout- 
Vogel  Administration  that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson 
was  compelled  to  retrench  in  every  direction 
he  possibly  could,  and  this  is  one  of  the  par- 
ticular instances  he  gives  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  which  I  will  read  to  the  House. 
He  says : — 

"It  is  dear  that  sufficient  time  must  be 
given  to  any  Government  undertaking  the  re- 
organization of  the  service,  and  full  power 
must  be  given  to  that  Government  if  the  work 
is  to  be  done  successfully.  But  when  the  work 
we  are  now  proposing  to  do  has  been  done  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  if  it  is  not  to  be 
again  undone  it  will  be  necessary  that  far 
greater  restrictions  should  be  placed  upon  th» 
Government  of  the  day  than  is  the  oase  at 
present.  Vigorous  retrenchment  is  effected  by 
one  Government  in  times  of  depression ;  they 
are  replaced  by  another  Gh)vemment,  and  much 
of  the  work  they  have  done,  if  times  are  a  little 
more  prosperous,  or  if  a  more  sanguine  view  of 
the  prospects  is  taken,  is  undone  by  their  suc- 
cessors. I  may  give  an  instance  of  what  I 
mean.  In  the  year  1880  there  were  seventeen 
Inspectors  of  the  police.  After  careful  considera- 
tion it  was  determined  that  eleven  Inspectors 
could  perform  the  work,  and  reductions  were 
made  accordingly.  Eleven  Inspectors  satisfac- 
torily performed  the  work  up  to  1884,  at  a  cost 
of  £4,300,  having  445  men  of  all  ranks  under 
them.  There  are  now  no  less  than  eighteen 
Inspectors,  at  an  annual  cost  to  the  colony  of 
£6,000,  the  total  number  of  police  being  603- 
I  simply  give  tbis  as  an  instance,  as  showing 
how  it  will  tend  to  economy  if  the  number  of 
officers  of  the  several  grades  in  the  service  ia 
limited  by  Act  of  Parliament." 

That  is  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  statement  with 
regard  to  the  past  administration  of  the  Go* 
vemment  of  which  Sir  Robert  Stout  was  the 
Premier.  I  drew  attention  to  that  in  the  course 
of  my  speech  on  the  Address  in  Reply.  Now^ 
the  honourable  gentleman,  to  use  a  popular 
phrase  which  he  used  himself  a  few  moments 
ago,  is  trying  to  draw  a  red- herring  across  the 
scent  when  he  endeavours  to  show  that  the 
defence  vote  in  1887  is  a  little  less  than  in 
1884,  and  that  therefore  the  case  I  brought 
forward  to  prove  the  maladministration  of  the 
Stout- Vogel  Government  falls  to  the  ground. 
There  is  another  point  I  touched  upon,  and  I 
notice  Sir  Robert  Stout  refrained*  from  re- 
ferring to  it,  and  it  is  given  in  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson's  own  words : — 
**  Before  leaving  the  subject  of  departmental 
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fizpandiiaie,  I  would  say  that  there  appean  to 
be  a  oondderable  waste  of  money  in  travelling. 
I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  look  ae  f  ally  into  the 
outter  as  I  should  have  wished,  but  the  Com- 
xoittoe  will  probably  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
the  amount  expencled  upon  travelling  during 
the  year  from  the  1st  October,  1886,  to  the 
aOth  September,  1887,  was  £56,417.  I  do  not 
mention  this  as  exoeptionally  large,  but  as  an 
example.  This  includes  the  expenses  of  Minis- 
ten,  bat  does  not  include  the  commuted  travel- 
Ung-aUowance  which  is  granted  to  many 
officers.  There  is,  however,  some  portion  of  it 
retomed  to  the  colony  in  the  way  of  railway 
fares;  but  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
amoant  to  which  the  railway  revenues  are 
benefited.  The  Government  are  of  opinion 
that  very  considerable  reductions  should  and 
can  be  made  in  this  item,  the  leading  principle 
to  be  kept  in  view  being  that  the  aUowance  is 
merely  to  recoap  legitimate  expenses  actually 
iDcnrnd." 

I  maintain,  Sir,  that  my  quotations  from  the 
1887  balance-sheets  are  absolutely  correct ;  and 
I  am  afraid  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
a  little  bit  tender  upon  the  past  a£niniBtration 
of  the  Stout- Vogel  Government  from  1884  to 
1887.  On  this  occasion  he  has  done,  what  he 
has  done  many  a  time  before  in  this  House, 
and  what  I  hope  he  will  be  spared  to  do  on 
some  future  occasion— drawn  a  red- herring 
aoroas  the  scent.  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
much  time  discussing  the  question  now  before 
the  House.  I  think  it  is  a  mean,  contemptible 
amendment  that  has  been  proposed  to  this 
Financial  Statement,  and  especially  at  this 
period  of  the  session  after  honourable  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  have 
wasted  five  weeks.  They  deliberately  wasted 
the  time  of  the  country  in  discussing  the 
Address  in  Repl^,  the  setting-up  of  Committees, 
and  in  disoussmg  the  Financial  Statement; 
and,  after  nearly  every  member  on  that  side  of 
the  House  has  spoken,  then  to  raise  this  side- 
isMie  and  not  to  raise  it  as  a  straight-out  no- 
confidence  motion,  as  an  honourable  Opposition 
woold  have  done,  and  as  a  party  actuated  with 
a  high  aense  of  honour  would  have  done — that 
18,  it  should  have  been  brought  forward  by  the 
loader  of  the  Opposition.  How,  it  is  brought 
in  with  a  side-wind,  because  they  know  that 
what  I  choose  to  call  the  independent  section 
^  this  side  of  the  House  have  given  pledges 
doling  the  last  elections  that  if  a  no-conndence 
motion  was  moved  by  Oaptain  Russell  or  Sir 
Bobert  Stoat  they  would  vote  against  it.  But 
to  catoh  this  vote  by  a  bit  of  trickery  they  have 
pat  up  the  member  for  Riccarton,  Mr.  Rolles- 
ton,so  that  these  honourable  gentlemen  will 
^In  a  position  to  say,  *'  Well,  my  pledge  only 
bouid  me  so  far  as  Captain  Russell  and  Sir 
Hobert  Stout  are  concerned ;  and  as  far  as 
«t*  Bolleston  is  concerned  I  am  at  perfect 
Ubertv  to  vote."  I  consider  the  action  of 
^0  Opposition  in  this  matter  is  deserving 
of  the  most  grave  censure.  I  regret  very 
mnoh  that  a  body  of  men  who  pnde  them- 
Bolves  on  their  intellectual  superiority,  who 
pEide  themselves  on  the  honourable  instincts 
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that  is  commonly  supposed  to  belong  to 
gentlemen,  that  they  should  have  stooped  to 
such  base  methods  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
to  score  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. I  do  not  want  to  discuss  this  matter  very 
much  further.  I  could,  if  I  liked,  show  that  it 
is  only  a  question  of  degree  with  regard  to  the 
position  the  Premier  occupies,  and  it  is  not  so 
much  against  him  as  it  is  against  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  by  their  positions — posi- 
tions they  hold  outside  this  House — lend  their 
voice,  and  their  influence,  and  their  assistance, 
in  every  direction  in  trying  to  procure  beneflta 
to  assist  the  private  enterprises  in  which  they 
are  engaged.  We  have  tne  Premier's  assur- 
ance over  and  over  again  in  this  House  that 
the  moment  he  finds  his  position  as  advisory 
member  of  this  Board  clash  with  his  duty  a» 
Premier  he  would  be  prepared  to  resign  his 
position  on  the  Board.  £  think,  Sir,  we  may 
surely  accept  the  statement  of  an  honourable 
gentlenuui  who  occupies  the  position  of  the 
Premier  in  an  important  matter  of  this  de- 
scription. I  know  the  lobbying  that  goes  on — 
I  have  not  been  here  many  years,  but  I  Imow 
when  any  measures  come  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  affecting  outside  interests.  One  can  see 
the  anx>ant  of  lobbying  that  as  a  rule  takes 
place  when  Bills  affecting  their  interests  come 
before  this  House,  and  I  think  it  is  somewhat 
late  in  the  day  for  these  honourable  gentlemen, 
who  are  living  in  very  thin  glass  houses  them- 
selves to  commence  throwing  stones  or  to  find 
fault  with  the  Premier  in  matters  of  this  de- 
scription. I  intend  to  go  into  the  lobby  with 
the  Premier  on  this  occasion.  I  may  say,  so- 
far  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  that  in 
Otago  this  question  was  never  raised ;  and  the 
question  would  never  have  been  raised  in 
any  portion  of  the  colony  had  it  not  been 
simply  fostered  and  the  cry  spread  by 
the  various  Opposition  newspapers  with  re- 
gard to  the  Premier  of  the  colony  becoming  a 
**  Poo-Bah,"  and  as  to  the  number  of  appoint- 
ments he  held.  But  so  far  as  the  rank  and  flle 
of  the  electors  of  the  colony  are  concerned, 
they  do  not  care  a  snap  of  the  flnger  how  man^ 
positions  Ministers  hold,  so  long  as  those  posi- 
tions do  not  interfere  with  their  positions  as 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  so  long  as  they  do 
their  duty  in  a  straightforward  manner,  which 
I  think  they  are  doing ;  and  if  I  did  not  believe 
that  I  should  be  one  of  the  first  to  leave  them. 
I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  any  further  time  on 
this  subject,  as  I  believe  the  House  is  sick  of 
the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Sir,  If  this  debate  oontinuea 
until  to-morrow  the  House  will  have  been 
occupied  a  fortnight  in  a  so-called  discussion 
of  the  Financial  Statement  of  the  colony  for 
this  year.  Nearly  every  member  of  the  Opposi- 
tion has  spoken,  and  almost  the  flrst  remark 
of  many  of  them  has  been — I  have  not  counted 
the  pages  myself — that  the  Budget  consists  of 
thirty-nine  pages ;  and  several  of  them,  includ- 
ing the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  have  told  ua 
that  it  was  simply  impossible  in  the  time  at 
their  disposal  to  even  attempt  to  discuss  the 
Financial  Statement.     Now,  if  the  leader  ot 
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the  Opposition  had  been  a  akilfal  leader  of  bis 
party  and  had  felt  Msured  that  the  Statement 
contained  matter  whioh  required  criticism,  and 
which  could  be  demolished  by  argument,  what 
would  he  have  done  ?  We  have  been  told  that 
the  Opposition  possess  the  debating  power  of  this 
House.  If  that  is  so,  the  leader  might  easily 
have  divided  the  Statement  into  portions  and 
allocated  to  each  of  his  party  a  share  of  it,  by 
which  means  the  Opposition  might  have  ex- 
haustively discussed  the  whole  of  the  Statement 
to,  possibly,  the  discomfiture  of  the  Govern- 
ment if  the  Budget  was  a  bad  one,  but  to  their 
own  disconofiture  if  it  was  otherwise ;  the  latter, 
however,  I  tbink  would  have  been  the  result. 
But,  instead  of  attempting  to  do  so,  the  Op- 
position have  discussed  almost  every  subject 
under  the  sun,  as  was  admitted  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wanganui  this  afternoon,  and 
he  assisted  them  in  their  work  of  discussing 
almost  every  subject  under  the  sun  except  the 
S^inancial  Statement.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Sir  Robert  Stout) 
deprecated  going  back  so  much  and  so  often 
to  the  past,  instead  of  dealing  with  the  pre- 
sent. My  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Wanganui  occupied  nearly  all  his  time  in 
reading  extracts  from  the  speeches  of  dead 
statesmen  of  this  colony.  How  can  the  dead 
assist  us  to  do  our  duty  to  the  living  of  to-day  ? 
If  my  honourable  friend  from  Wanganui  is 
not  so  able  as  his  predecessor — the  late  Hon. 
John  Bal lance  being  no  longer  here  to  give  us 
the  benefit  of  his  ability— the  honourable  gentle- 
man's constituents  must  be  satisfied  with  tbe 
best  he  can  do  for  them.  He  will  not,  however, 
expedite  our  present  business  by  reading  volumi- 
nous extracts  of  what  was  done  by  prominent 
men  of  the  past.  We  are  here  to  deal  with  the 
questions  of  the  day,  and  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  to-day  being  the  question  before  the 
House,  it  is  with  that  we  have  to  deal.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side,  one  after  another,  have 
etudiously  avoided  dealing  with  it.  The  Hon.  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  acknowledged  that  he 
was  no  financier,  and  said  he  did  not  under- 
stand much  of  accounts ;  and  perhaps  it  was 
as  well  he  made  that  admission,  for  early  in 
bis  speech  he  proved  that  his  knowledge  of 
accounts  was  very  rudimentary  indeed.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mataura.  I  was  surprised  that  even  he 
would  not  or  could  not  give  the  House  the 
benefit  of  his  knowledge.  Before  referring  to 
the  Financial  Statement,  Sir,  I  want  to  say  a 
few  words  regarding  what  took  place  this  after- 
noon. The  honourable  member  for  Ricoarton 
(Mr.  Kolleston)  said  he  had  no  desire  to  prolong 
the  debate,  which  he  considered  should  be 
brought  to  a  close ;  he  had  but  one  subject  to 
deal  with,  but  one  necessary  amendment  to 
propose,  and  he  desired  the  House  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  it.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  have  known  of  his  intention  to 
move  this  amendment  before,  and  if  he  was  in 
earnest  in  his  expressed  desire  to  avoid  waste  of 
time,  why  did  he  not  move  his  amendment  at 
the  beginning  of  the  debate,  before  almost  every 
member  on  his  own  side  had  spoken  in  this 
Mr,  Oraham 


debate.  He  knew,  as  an  old  member  of  this 
House  and  as  an  ex-Minister  of  the  Grown, 
that  the  moving  of  the  amendment  would  give 
every  member  who  had  spoken  another  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking,  and  instead  of  haTing  tbe 
effect  he  professed  to  desire  it  has  preotaely  the 
contrary  effect.  The  amendment  the  honoor* 
able  gentleman  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  wai«-^ 

*'  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  which  should 
guide  the  administration  of  public  affairs  that 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  should  hold  positions 
as  directors  or  advisers  of  syndicates  or  oom- 
panics  wbose  business  is  liable  to  bring  them 
mto  relations  with  the  departmenta  of  the 
State." 

That  is  the  amendment  as  it  was  ulti- 
mately moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  said  it  was  not  intended  to  be  a  party 
question,  it  was  simply  a  confirmation  of  an 
abstract  principle ;  and,  possibly,  il  it  had  not 
been  surrounded  by  other  circumstances,  it 
might  have  been  entitled  to  that  designation. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  Robert  Stout)  has  also  said  it  was  an  ab- 
stract proposition  and  that  it  had  no  personal 
application.  Now,  if  it  were  so,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  why  a  similar 
motion  was  not  moved  years  ago,  when  he  and 
his  friends  were  Ministers  of  the  Grown,  and 
many  of  them  also  directors  and  advisers  of 
public  companies  in  which  they  held  lucra- 
tive appointments  ?  But,  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  drafting  his  amendment  elabo- 
rated and  then  crossed  out  certain  words. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  ask  you.  Six,  whetber 
that  is  a  fair  thing  to  say?  What  does  the 
honourable  member  know  of  any  erasures  ? 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Would  I  be  wrong.  Sir,  in 
saying  that,  after  the  amendment  was  moved 
by  the  honourable  member,  I  went  at  onoe  to  yon 
and  asked  if  I  might  see  it.  We  have  not  all 
got  memories  si&ciently  good  to  be  able  to 
retain  every  word  of  an  amendment,  and  we 
have  a  right  to  know  the  exact  words  of  any 
amendment  which  the  House  may  be  debating. 
Surely  it  was  not  wrong  of  Mr.  Speaker  lo 
courteously  hand  me  the  paper  as  it  was 
handed  to  him  ;  on  reading  it  I  saw  the  words 
which  had  been  erased,  and  I  quite  naturally 
read  them  also;  and,  as  a  result,  I  can  say 
that  the  amendment  as  originally  drafted  by 
the  honourable  member  shows  that  it  wss 
intended  to  reflect  upon  Ministers  at  present 
holding  positions  as  Ministers  of  the  Grown^ 
As  originally  written,  the  amendment  made  a 
distinct  reflection  on  Ministers,  and  as  membeis 
have  a  right  to  know  it,  I  will  read  it  as  it  would 
have  appeared  if  no  words  had  been  erased  :— 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  which  should 
guide  the  administration  of  public  affairs 
that  Ministers  of  the  Crown  should  hold  posi- 
tions as  directors  or  advisers  of  syndicates  or 
companies  whose  business  is  liable  to  bring 
them  into  relations  with  the  Departments  ^ 
Lands,  Minei,  Agriculture,  or  other  servicet  <rf 
the  State." 

The  words  in  italics  are  crossed  out.    Tbe 
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faonoQZftble  gentleman  oonld  have  rewritten  ]}{, 
amendment,  but  he  was  dieengenuona  enough 
io  leave  it  as  he  originally  intended  to  mov 

Mr.  B0LLE8T0N.— I  aak  yon,  Sir,  aa  a 
matter  of  order,  is  the  honourable  member 
-entitled  to  say  it  was  diaengenaous  on  my  part 
to  strike  oat  words  before  I  put  the  amendment 
into  your  hands  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.—!  thought  the  honourable 
member  used  the  word  "  ingenuous,"  meaning 
it  as  a  oompliment  to  you.  I  thnik  there  ia  no 
difierence  between  the  amendmeut  as  it  stands 
now  and  as  it  was  before  the  words  were  erased. 
The  words  were  erased  before  the  amendment 
was  plaoed  in  my  hands,  and  form  no  part  of 
the  amendment,  but  are  practically  included 
in  the  term  "  departments  of  State."  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  member  is  transgressing 
in  any  way  ;  he  is  doing  what  is  generally  ex- 
pressed as  **  reading  between  the  lines." 

Mr.  QBAHAM.— I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to 
you.  Sir,  for  assuring  me  that  I  have  been 
eacoessful  in  making  you  understand  what  I 
meant.  I  was  simply  reading  between  the 
lines.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  one  word  that 
«hall  be  unnecessarily  offensive  to  any  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  House  ;  and,  after 
what  I  have  heard,  and  what  I  have  generally 
understood  to  be  the  latitude  of  debate  on  a 
Financial  Stetoment,  especially  when  it  comes 
to  a  question  of  no-oonfidence,  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  keep  well  within  the  bounds  of 
what  I  am  entitled  te  say.     Now,  Sir,  what 

Q  OQ  can  be  the  reason  for  this  amendment, 
'  '  and  what  can  be  its  object  ?  The  Op- 
position of  themselves  could  not  possibly  carry 
such  an  amendment.  Sir,  they  have  recently 
by  some  means  discovered  that  a  number  of 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  are  dis- 
satisfied  

Mr.  J.  McEBNZIE.  — That  were  on  this 
side? 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — A  number  of  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  who  were  dissatisfied, 
and  may  be  dissatisfied  still,  with  Ministers 
oconpying  positions  outside  of  their  Ministerial 
duties.  They  have  discovered  there  are  a 
certain  number  of  members  who  are  of  that 
opinion.  Thev  know  there  are  some  who  have 
stated  that  they  would  vote  even  with  the 
Opposition  against  the  (rovemment  on  a 
no-confidence  motion  on  that  question.  On 
account  of  that  knowledge,  the  Opposition,  no 
doubt,  have  taken  advantage  of  the  position 
te  bring  forward  this  motion,  with  the  view 
by  trying  to  embarrass  the  Government,  and, 
if  possible,  to  force  other  members  who  may 
have  expressed  similar  opinions,  but  are  not 
prepared  to  go  the  length  of  throwing  over  the 
Government  for  the  privilege  of  joining  the 
Opposition.  Another  object  of  the  Opposition 
ivas  possibly  this:  They  knew  that  their  as- 
satilto  on  the  Financial  Statement  had  been 
extremely  futile — ^that  their  attempts  to  mis- 
represent the  financial  position  of  the  colony 
had  been  entirely  impotent;  they  knew  alao 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  the  final 
right  of  replv  on  the  subject.  They  in- 
ie&ded,  if  possible,  to  prevent  him  from  having 


the  final  reply  by  moving  this  amendment. 
They  knew  if  they  could  get  up  a  debate 
on  tiieir  amendment,  and  the  Treasurer  was 
drawn  into  the  discussion,  he  would  thereby 
lose  his  final  right  of  reply  on  the  Finan* 
cial  Statement,  and  they  would  thus  gain  an 
advantaM.  My  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Palmeraton,  who  ia  pretty  well  up  in 
the  Standing  Orders,  said  that  waa  all  non- 
sense,  that  the  Premier  could  have  moved,  or 
have  got  some  one  to  move,  another  amend- 
ment, which  would  have  given  him  the  oppor- 
tunity. But  that  is  not  so.  The  Oolonial 
Treasurer,  on  the  Financial  Statement,  has 
absolutely  the  final  right  of  reply.  If  any  on5 
else  moved  an  amendment,  as  was  suggested 
by  the  member  for  Palmers  ton,  the  Opposi- 
tion would  simply  wait,  and  if  the  Treasurer 
did  not  speak  they  would  not  do  so ;  but  if 
he  got  up  there  would  be  half  a  dozen  of  them 
who  would  immediately  follow  and  seek  again 
to  misrepresent  the  Financial  Statement ;  they 
would  thus  gain  the  last  word.  That  is  another 
reason  why  it  has  been  done. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— -The  principal  reason. 

Mr.  GBAH  AM.^The  principal  reason  1  Yes, 
I  think  that  is  true.  Now,  Sir,  with  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui :  I  do  not  think  there  is  very  much 
to  reply  to  in  what  was  said  by  the  honourable 
member  outside  his  humorous  and  very  lengthy 
quotetions  from  the  statesmen  I  have  men- 
tioned. He  mentioned  very  few  subjects  which 
require  any  reference  whatever.  He  referred 
to  the  local  bodies'  sinking  funds.  I  would  like 
to  assure  that  gentleman  that  that  battle  waa 
fought  in  the  House  before  he  came  into  it, 
and  the  Premier  has  in  the  Statement  now 
said  that  the  Government  do  not  propose  to 
take  those  sinking  funds  any  longer.  It 
is  this  side  of  the  House  who  have  pro- 
duced that  effect  on  the  Government,  and 
not  the  Opposition  at  all,  and  that  is  one 
of  the  things  we  did  on  this  side.  We 
think  we  can  effect  reforms  bettor  with  the 
people  that  are  in  power  than  we  could  do  under 
those  who  occupy  the  Opposition  benches.  Of 
course,  their  object  now  is  to  get  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  They  want  to  get  sufficient  votes 
on  this  particular  question,  on  which  they 
know  there  are  differences  of  opinion,  to  put 
the  Government  out.  What  would  be  the 
result  ?  Would  they  be  allowed  to  come  in  7 
No.  What  did  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  say?  He  would  assist  the  Op- 
position to  pass  a  vote  of  no-confidence  in 
the  Government,  and  then  he  would  go 
into  Opposition  against  those  gentlemen  when 
they  came  over  here.  What  is  the  use  of 
doing  that?  With  reference  to  the  Statement 
itself,  after  having  spoken  for  a  week  or 
eight  days,  the  Opposition  were  treated  last 
night  to  a  calm  and  lucid  statement  by  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  for  Bailways.  I  do  not 
at  all  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wanganui,  who  says  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  in  an  offensive 
manner  of  the  Opposition.  Why,  Sir,  by  com- 
parison with  the  manner  in  which  the  Oppoai- 
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tion  spoke — take,  for  instance,  the  speech 
of  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  Oifey  (Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie) — by  comparison  with 
the  manner  in  which  he  abused  Ministers  on 
these  benches,  why,  Sir,  the  speech  of  the 
Minister  for  Railways  was  really  the  very 
essence  of  politeness.  The  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways told  us— and,  after  the  often -reiterated 
misrepresentations  as  to  how  the  railways  were 
being  allowed  to  go  to  rack  and  rain  for  want 
of  proper  np-keeo,  it  was  pleasant  to  hear 
— he  told  us  of  the  phenomenal  increase  of 
revenue  notwithstanding  the  largely-increased 
expenditure  that  had  been  incurred  on  ac- 
count of  maintenance  and  up- keep,  and  the 
larffelv-increased  facilities  to  the  public  that 
had  been  given  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, aggregating  as  they  did  to  very  nearly 
£100,000— that,  notwithstanding  this,  we  have 
been  able  to  produce  a  larger  percentage  of 
revenue  over  expenditure  thflkn  there  has  ever 
been  attained  before  in  the  history  of  the 
colony.  We  had  had  complaints  night  after 
night,  and  grievances  with  reference  to  the 
charges  on  the  railways,  on  the  part  of  the  Op- 
position. We  had  comparison  of  the  freights 
charged  from  Christchurch  to  Lyttelton  com- 
pared with  the  freights  from  Lyttelton  to 
fengland,  much  to  the  disparagement  of  the 
railway  freights.  One  honourable  gentleman 
told  us  that  it  cost  him  15b.  for  a  single  sheep 
from  Christchurch  to  Lyttelton  ;  but  when  it 
came  to  the  Minister's  turn  he  told  us  the  reason 
why.  A  whole  truck  had  to  be  monopolized  for 
a  fancy  sheep,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  it 
was  15s.,  because  he  monopolized  a  whole  nal- 
way- truck  to  carry  his  one  sheep.  Now,  when 
my  honourable  friend  the  senior  member  for 
Dunedin  City  took  his  share  in  this  debate 
the  other  night,  after  a  lengthened  absence 
from  the  Chamber,  he  said  it  had  been  stated, 
or  that  he  heard  it  said,  that  he  had  been 
incubating  for  days  past,  with  a  wet  towel 
round  his  head,  preparing  his  quota  towards 
the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement.  Of 
course,  his  continued  absence  lent  colour  to 
that  report ;  but,  I  do  not  suppose  for  one  mo- 
ment that  it  was  correct.  However,  whether 
he  had  been  incubating  or  not,  he  brought 
with  him  a  text,  like  many  other  meml^rs 
of  the  Opposition  had  done.  After  he  had 
told  us  that  it  was  impossible  to  go  through 
the  Financial  Statement  in  the  short  time 
at  his  disposal,  he  almost  ignored  it  alto- 
gether, and,  being  blessed  with  a  good  memory, 
and  an  old  member  of  the  House,  he  raked 
up  the  past,  and  taking  for  his  text  "the 
wretched  past,"  he  gave  us  a  dissertation  for 
his  full  hour  on  matters  that  had  very  little 
connection  with  either  the  present  Statement 
or  the  politics  of  the  day  at  all.  He  stated, 
when  he  began,  that  to  attempt  to  deal  with 
the  Statement  would  be  like  beating  the  wind. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  by  that :  whether  he  meant  he  had  not 
the  capacity  to  deal  with  it ;  I  rather  fancy  it 
was  because  he  knew  the  Statement  was 
so  clear  and  so  plain,  and,  by  comparison 
with  many  Statements  of  previous  years,  so 
Mr.  Oraham 


satisfactory,  that  it  was  useless  for  him  to 
attempt  to  try  to  dispute  it,  and  he  there- 
fore felt  he  might  possibly  do  more  damage 
by  referring  largely  to  past  history.  Sir,  in- 
stead of  attem]ptmg  to  analyse  the  State- 
ment, he  complained  that  the  Budget  ought  to 
be  an  extempore  delivery  instead  of  being  read 
to  or  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House.  He 
knows  that  it  has  never  been  an  extempore 
Statement ;  that  we  have  always  listened  to  its 
delivery  in  this  House,  and  appreciated  it.  It 
is  a  document  of  too  great  importance,  to  my 
mind,  to  be  given  extempore ;  it  ought  to  be 
given  as  it  is  given,  and  in  the  way  it  has  been 
the  custom  for  it  to  be  given,  by  reading  it 
from  the  floor  of  the  House.  We  have  been 
told  by  some  members  that  it  were  better  it 
should  be  read  by  members  Individaally. 
Other  members  have  told  us  that  there  were 
not  ten  members  in  the  House  who  hftd 
read  it.  Had  the  Treasurer  read  the  State- 
ment as  usual  it  would  have  been  heard  by 
every  member  of  the  House;  and  I  believe 
we  would  get  a  far  better  grup  of  the 
contents  of  the  document  by  hearing  it  read 
than  by  addressing  ourselves  to  the  reading  of 
it,  when  we  have  so  many  other  matters  to 
attend  to ;  we  should  also  be  sure  that  it  was 
listened  to  by  every  member  of  the  House.  I 
believe  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
expressed  the  same  opinion.  I  observe  the 
honourable  member  nods  approval,  and  I  am 
very  glad  to  agree  with  an  old  politician  and 
ex-Minister  of  the  Crown  on  the  subject.  As 
far  as  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City 
managed  to  look  into  it,  he  told  us  he  fbuna 
precious  little  finance  in  it.  But,  Six,  he 
must  have  made  precious  little  examination 
of  it,  because  there  are  twenty-eight  pages  of 
statistical  tables  giving  detailed  particulars  of 
the  various  accounts.  The  year's  transactions 
in  every  part  of  the  colony  are  there  given ; 
and  if  he  wants  to  trace  tnem  back  to  their 
source  he  has  only  to  go  back  from  year  to 
year  to  get  to  the  origin  of  each  account. 
Therefore  he  could  not  have  looked  very  far, 
or  he  would  have  found  a  vast  amount  of 
information  in  it.  Or  is  it  possible  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  know  how  to 
analyse  the  accounts  ? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— Is  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Account  there  ? 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— The  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  may  exercise  his  right  of  speaking 
afterwards,  and  he  has  already  had  one  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking.  He  generally  sits  tnere 
with  a  book  in  his  hand  reading,  except  when 
it  suits  him  to  interrupt  other  members  of  the 
House.  It  is  a  habit  of  his,  and  let  me  tell  him 
it  is  a  very  bad  one.  The  senior  member  for 
Dunedin  City  proceeded  to  say  that  the  Budget 
contained  the  idle  thoughts  of  an  idle  fellow. 
If  he  had  looked  through  the  Budget  he  would 
have  found  that  a  great  portion  of  it  is  the 
result  of  laborious  work  by  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, who  give  us  the  accounts  in  saoh 
a  way  that  they  become  more  and  more  simpli- 
fied each  yeeur.  It  may  be  that  we  are  gettmg 
used  to  them,  but  I  think  they  are  more  sim- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Finanoiai 


[HOUBB.] 


Statement. 


SOI 


plified  tiian  they  have  been  on  preTioua  oooa- 
dona.  If  the  senior  member  for  Dnnedin  Oity 
wishes  to  do  his  duty  in  a  thorough  and  oon- 
ioientioua  manner,  I  ^onid  advise  him  to 
devote  more  attention  to  those  aooounts  that 
relate  to  the  particular  session  we  are  called 
upon  to  deal  with,  and  not  to  deal,  in  that 
serio-oomio  way  in  which  he  is  such  an  expert, 
with  past  matters,  and  try  to  hide  the  present 
finances  of  the  colony  under  the  cloud  and 
glamour  of  statements  with  reference  to  what 
has  gone  by  in  the  past.  He  told  us  also  that 
there  was  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  people.  Well,  now,  if  he  had  analysed  the 
papers  placed  on  the  tiftble  of  the  House  this 
session  ne  could  not  have  made  that  remark. 
He  also  told  us  the  Opposition  had  conferred 
beneficent  benefits  on  the  colony  scores  and 
scores  of  years  ago.  They  may  have  conferred 
beneficent  benefits,  but  many  of  them  were 
oonferred  upon  their  friends  and  themselves. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  The  result  of 
his  hour's  speech  was  not  to  analyse  and  to 
give  us  any  information  in  reference  to  the 
pcesent  position  of  the  colony ;  it  was  a  dis- 
sertation x>n  "  the  wretched  past,"  and  a  per- 
sonal attack  on  the  Treasurer.  But,  Sir,  as  he 
wound  up,  or  before  he  wound  up,  he  made  a 
statement  which  was  certainly  not  uncompli- 
mentary to  the  Ministry  or  to  the  party  sup- 
porting them  in  this  House.  After  all  his 
abuse  of  the  Ministry,  and  all  his  abuse  of  what 
he  said  they  had  done,  he  stated  that  he  had 
not  a  word  to  say  against  the  policy  measures 
of  the  Government;  in  fact,  he  approved  of 
most  of  them.  That  was  very  good  to  come 
from  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  Oity. 
That  little  statement  was  let  ofi  by  him  in  the 
heat  of  debate,  but  it  is  just  as  well  that  it  should 
be  resurrected  and  placed  to  his  credit.  He 
will  be  able  to  refer  to  it  possibly  some  day  if 
he  ever  becomes  Oolonial  Treasurer  himself. 
Then,  Sir,  before  I  refer  to  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  I 
should  like  just  to  say  one  word  with  reference 
to  the  speech  of  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
is  not  present.  I  mean  Mr.  Bollard,  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden.  He  occupied 
his  time  also  in  abusing  the  Government ;  and 
among  other  things  that  he  condemned  was 
the  appointment  of  valuers.  He  told  us  of  the 
wrongs  that  had  been  done  by  the  Government. 
But  he  did  not  tell  us,  and  I  should  not  have 
knovm  at  all  if  the  Minister  for  Railways,  in  his 
quiet  way,  had  not  told  us  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  was  condemning  the  appoint- 
ments had  successfully  applied  to  have  his  own 
son  appointed  as  one  of  them,  and  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  himself  was  revising  the 
vrork  of  his  own  son.  My  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Hawera  also  spoke  last  evening, 
and  he  referred  to  the  question  of  the  Anglo- 
•Continental  Syndicate.  He  called  it  the  "  Oon- 
tinental-German,"  and  then  the  **  German- 
English,"  and  also  the  **  English-German  "  ; 
evidently  he  did  not  seem  to  know  what  it  was. 
ITow,  it  is  the  Anglo-Oontinental  Syndicate.  It 
is  a  syndicate  that  is  registered  in  London,  and 
is  chiefly  composed  of  London  business-men. 


Our  Premier  has  been  appointed  adviser  of  the 
company,  and  with  reference  to  this  matter  his 
ordineury  business  is  that  of  a  mining  expert; 
and,  as  we  have  been  told  by  Sir  Robert  Stout 
this  evening,  he  does  not  see  any  objection  to 
Ministers  holding  positions  in  connection  with 
their  own  businesses,  and  that  is  the  business 
of  the  Premier  outside  of  this  House.  Accord- 
ing to  the  honourable  member  for  Wellinffton 
Oity,  and  according  to  most  of  the  members 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  it  would  not  be 
right  for  a  Minister— it  would  not  be  right 
to  himself  or  to  his  family  —  to  give  up  all 
his  private  connections  for  the  sake,  possibly, 
of  a  short  lease  of  power  as  a  Minister  of 
the  Grown.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  holds  that 
position ;  but  he  has  said,  and  has  stated  over, 
and  over  again,  that  the  moment  he  foxmd  any 
position  he  occupied  outside  to  clash  with  his 
position  as  a  Minister  of  the  Orown  he  woidd 
give  up  the  outside  position  and  have  nothing 
further  to  do  with  it.  That  ought  to  be 
sufficient,  together  with  the  fact  that  nearly 
every  Minister  of  the  Orown  held  outside  posi- 
tions in  the  past.  The  honourable  member  for 
Hawera  also  referred  to  the  land  for  settle- 
ments, and  he,  of  course,  put  his  argument  to 
suit  himself:  he  referred  to  the  question  of 
perpetual  leases,  and  stated  that  the  num- 
ber of  selections  for  the  last  year  under  that 
tenure  had  only  been  nineteen.  Now,  I  can 
make  his  case  better  for  him  than  that. 
The  nuniber  of  new  selectors  last  year  was 
none  at  all.  The  number  given  here  is  nine- 
teen; but  they  are  original  selectors  who 
gave  up  their  selections  because  the  rent 
was  too  high,  with  the  object  of  reocoupying 
them  at  reduced  rents.  There  have  been  no 
new  ones  at  all,  and  for  this  reason :  because 
the  perpetual-lease  system  has  been  obsolete 
for  the  last  four  years;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  forgot — or  else  it  did  not  suit  his 
argument  that  he  should  inform  the  House  of 
it — that  a  number  of  those  who  held  perpetual 
leases  had  exchanged  those  leases  for  other 
forms  of  tenure  during  the  year,  and  the 
number  who  thus  changed  to  other  forms  of 
tenure  other  than  freehold  was  forty -one,  the 
area  being  12,448  acres.  The  number  who  ex- 
changed their  perpetual  leases  for  freeholds 
during  the  year  was  181,  and  the  amount  of 
land  they  took  up  was  64,027  acres.  That,  Sir«  is 
quite  a  different  story  from  the  one  told  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawera.  Then  he  in- 
formed the  House,  wrongly  also,  that  the  increase 
of  taxation  during  the  present  Government's 
term  of  office  was  £644,000,  and  he  referred  to 
the  Statement  for  proof.  But,  Sir,  he  read  the 
result  upside  down.  The  Statement  shows 
that  the  ordinary  revenue  for  1890-91  was 
£3,808,222,  and  for  1896-97  £4,452,845,  the 
difierence  between  the  revenue  this  year  and 
that  of  1890-91  being  £644,623.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  put  that  amount  down  as  in- 
creased taxation,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
every  member  of  the  House  knows  quite  well 
that  the  increased  revenue  is  due  to  the  in- 
creased imports,  and  the  increased  revenue  is 
derived  without  any  increase  of  taxation  what- 
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ever.  Some  honourable  members,  perhaos, 
will  contradict  that,  and  say  it  is  due  to  the 
rise  in  the  tariff;  but  we  have  it  on  official 
Authority  that  the  total  increases  due  to  the 
rise  in  the  tariff  was  £82,000,  while  the  de- 
crease of  duties  due  to  reductions  was 
£67,000,  the  difference  being  £16,000,  and 
this  amount  is  due  entirely  to  the  increase 
of  duty  on  spirits ;  so  that  this  magnificent 
increase  in  the  revenue  of  the  country  is  due 
not  to  increased  taxation,  but  to  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  the  country  by  the 
policy  of  the  Government — the  land  for  settle- 
ments, the  advances  to  settlers,  and  different 
other  measures  of  policy  that  have  been 
adopted,  every  one  of  which  was  condemned 
by  the  Opposition  at  the  time  they  were 
brought  forward.  What  was  the  case  when 
the  Cheviot  Estate  was  first  spoken  of  here  ? 
Sir,  for  two  or  three  years  we  got  nothing  but 
condemnation  of  the  Cheviot. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.^We  have  had  enough 
of  it. 

Mr.  QRAHAM.— Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  of 
that,  now  that  you  have  been  proved  wrong. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— You  will  take  a  lot  of 
filling. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— I  do  not  know  whether  the 
words  of  the  honourable  member  are  taken  as 
words  of  wisdom  by  members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  or  not.  I  have  a  right  to  refer  to 
the  Cheviot  Estate  if  I  like,  and  I  am  simply 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  was  one 
of  the  subjects  that  we  never  heard  the  last  of 
from  the  Opposition  while  they  imagined  it 
would  assist  them  in  condemning  the  Govern- 
ment. But  they  have  said  no  word  about  it 
this  year  simply  because  it  has  proved  one  of 
the  greatest  successes  of  any  estate  the  Govern- 
ment have  taken  over,  and  it  is  now  paying, 
as  we  find  from  this  Financial  Statement,  a 
return  of  over  5  per  cent. — better  than  any 
estate  the  Gtovemment  has  ever  taken  over. 
Then^  the  honourable  member  for  Hawera, 
in  order  to  fill  up  his  time  I  suppose,  re- 
peated what  had  already  been  said  by  the 
honourable  member  for  P&tea,  who  imagined 
he  had  made  a  wonderful  discovery  when 
he  came  to  contribute  his  quota  to  the  de- 
bate on  the  Financial  Statement.  He  dis- 
covered actually  that  there  was  a  mistake  of 
£100,000,  and  in  that  dramatic  manner  peculiar 
to  him  he  repeated  the  statement  to  the  House, 
**  One  hundred  thousand  pounds."  And  what 
was  this  great  discovery  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea?  In  the  amount  of 
money  available  for  public  works  there  is  said 
here  to  be  a  balance  of  £157,868.  If  he  refers 
to  the  Public  Works  Account  he  wiU  find  that 
these  figures  are  correct,  and  compare  exactly 
with  the  balances  in  the  account  further  on  in 
this  Statement.  Then,  there  is  an  amount  of 
£125,000  to  be  added,  which  is  the  proportion  to 
come  from  the  balance  of  the  Aid  to  Public 
Works  Loan.  If  my  friend  from  Hawera  looks 
it  up  he  wiU  find  those  figures  can  be  verified 
in  other  parts  of  the  Statement ;  and  it  is 
clear  that  the  addition  of  these  two  sums, 
making  them  appear  as  £882,863  instead  of 
Afr.  Qraham 


£100,000  less,  is  manifestly  a  clerical  or  printer's 
error,  which  cannot  in  any  way  affect  the  zeeult. 
And  yet  we  have  an  honourable  gentleman  of 
the  reputed  capacity  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea,  followed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawera,  stating  that  this  is  an  error  in 
the  Budget  of  £100,000.  Sir,  the  honourable 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  oommenced  his 
speech  on  the  Budget  by  telling  us  it  was  a 
series  of  fairy  tales. 

Captain  BUSSBIiL.— No.  That  was  on  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— I  beg  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's pardon.  I  thought  it  was  said  of  the 
Financial  Statement.  But,  Sir,  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to  say  there 
were  a  mass  of  statistics  to  mislead  the  public. 
Was  that  on  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  also  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No;  the  Financial 
Statement. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — And  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  some  were  inaccurate— he  was  afraid 
intentionally — and  there  was  no  finance  to  be 
found  in  it.  He  had  carefully  waded  through 
it,  but  he  admitted  his  inability  to  discover  any 
financial  policy — but  then  he  proceeded  to  ad- 
mit his  ignorance  of  finance.  Well,  I  think  it 
is  quite  right  and  honest  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  make  that  admission  if  he  felt 
he  was  ignorant.  Now,  the  Opposition  have 
this  year  had  more  financial  returns  plaoed 
upon  the  table  for  their  information,  their 
guidance,  and  assistance  in  coming  to  an 
understanding  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
colony,  than  the  House  has  ever  had  placed 
upon  the  table  before  previous  to  a  financial 
debate,  so  far  as  £  can  gather.  But,  notwith- 
standing that,  we  have  had  the  most  meagre 
criticism  of  the  Statement— if  it  can  be  called 
criticism  at  all ;  and  all  they  oan  do  is  to  fall 
back  and  say  that  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  criticize  it  unless  they  have  the  Public 
Works  Statement  as  well  for  their  guidance. 

^QQ  There  are  others  on  that  aide  who 
'  *  have  been  Ministers  of  the  Grown,  and 
who  know  that  they  never  supplied  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  nor  did  they  oonsider  it 
necessary  to  do  so,  for  the  guidance  of  their 
opponents  or  the  House  in  order  to  enable 
honourable  members  to  discuss  the  finances  of 
the  colony  of  the  previous  year.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  complained  of  the  un- 
fairness of  the  Premier  in  not  reskding  the 
Statement.  But  he  does  not  make  that  the 
excuse  for  not  being  able  to  understand  it.  £ 
presume  the  honourable  member  is  one  of 
those  who  have  read  it;  but  he  admits  he 
cannot  understand  it.  He  says  the  buoyancy 
of  the  revenue  is  not  visible,  but  admitted  also 
that  he  scarcely  knew  what  a  buoyant  Ex- 
chequer meant.  The  honourable  gentleman 
also  said  that  the  productions  of  the  colony  had 
not  increased.  Now,  almost  every  form  of  pro- . 
duction  in  the  colony  has  increased  during  the 
term  of  office  of  the  present  Gk>vernment.  We 
find  the  number  of  cultivated  holdings  in  the 
colony  has  increased  from  88,178  to  46,676,  an 
increase  of  8,498  holdings,  which  is  largely  due 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  providing 
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land  for  the  people,  by  catting  ap  land  for 
settlement  in  smaU  holdings  under  the  Lard 
for  Settlements  Act,  and  in  other  ways.  The 
increase  of  acreage  in  crops  has  been  also  very 
laige— from  1,285,768  acres  to  1,875,600  acres, 
an  increase  of  69,832  acres.  Land  sown  in 
grasses  has  increased  from  6,966,218  to  9,285,170 
aeres,  an  increase  of  2,818,952  acres.  These 
figures  are  correct,  as  honourable  members  can 
ascertain  for  themselves  if  they  search  in  the 
statistics  for  them.  Live-stock  has  also 
increased  largely — horses,  from  211,040  to 
237,418,  an  increase  of  26,378;  cattle,  from 
831,831  to  1,047,901,  an  increase  of  216,070. 
In  ^eep  there  has  been  a  total  increase  of 
2,384,741.  How  hss  the  dairying  industry 
developed?  That  is  a  production  of  the 
colony  I  presume,  and  it  now  stands  the 
fourth  in  value  of  this  colony's  exports. 
Dairy  cows  have  increased  from  206,906  to 
276,217,  an  increase  of  69,811.  Dairy  factories 
have  increased  from  seventy-six  to  170,  an  in- 
crease of  ninety*  four.  They  have  more  than 
doubled  during  the  time  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. The  hands  employed  in  them  have  also 
more  than  doubled  during  that  time.  The  out- 
put of  the  dairy  factories  in  butter  has  in- 
creased from  1,969,7591b.  to  11,336,776  lb.,  an 
increase  of  9,369,7591b.  This,  Sir,  is  an  in- 
crease in  the  production  of  that  article  alone 
of  more  than  480  per  cent.  The  cheese  pro- 
duction has  also  increased  from  1,960  tons  to 
4,338  tons,  an  increase  of  2,363  tons — an  in- 
crease on  that  item  alone  of  over  120  per  cent. 
The  total  value  of  the  dairy  products  has  in- 
creased from  £150.957  to  £501,274,  The  in- 
crease  has  been  £^50,000,  which  has  been 
distributed  amongst  our  small  settlers,  show- 
ing an  increase  of  over  220  per  cent.  Is  not 
that  an  increase  of  production.  Sir?  Then,  I 
said  just  now  that  the  increase  in  our  revenue 
was  due  to  the  increase  in  bur  imports.  The 
imports  in  1895  were  £6,400,129,  and  in  1896 
£7,187,820,  showing  an  increase  of  £737,191 ; 
or,  if  you  deduct  the  value  of  coin  imported,  the 
increase  is  £919,426.  That  accounts  to  a  large 
extent  for  the  large  increase  in  our  revenue— at 
all  events,  that  portion  of  it  derived  from  Oustoms 
duties.  The  exports  for  1895  were  £8,390,153, 
and  for  1896  £9,177,336,  an  increase  of  £787,183. 
"  What  were  they  in  1891?"' asks  an  honourable 
member.  You  can  get  that  by  looking  up  the 
statistics.  If  you  have  failed  to  do  so  that  is 
not  my  fault.  I  am  now  comparing  the  results 
of  the  last  two  years.  The  increase  in  exports 
was  £787,183,  as  I  have  stated.  We  are  dealing 
with  recent  times,  and  not  with  ancient  history, 
and  the  results  I  have  stated  have  been  achieved 
notwithstanding  the  greatly  reduced  prices  re- 
ceived for  all  kinds  of  products  in  recent  years. 
This  does  not  look  as  though  the  colony  were 
going  to  ruin,  as  the  Opposition  have  said.  The 
honourable  member  (Captain  Russell)  also  tries 
by  gnoting  a  single  quarter's  returns  to  show 
that  the  population  of  the  colony  is  decreasing ; 
but  is  it  fair  to  take  a  three  months'  period,  or 
quote  a  return  of  that  kind  which  may  easily 
be  influenced  by  accidental  circumstances  ?  He 
^oald  take  a  longer  period ;  but  I  will  come 


back  to  that  point  if  I  have  time.  I  have  the 
statistics  here  covering  a  longer  period,  which 
prove  him  wrong.  He  has  stated  that  we  are 
increasing  the  taxation  per  head  of  our  popula- 
tion— that  we  are  taking  more  from  our  people 
than  we  used  to  do.  Now ,  the  pu  blic  re ven  ue  in 
1891  was  £6  14s.  6d.  per  head,  and  in  1896  it 
was  £6  15s.  Id.  per  head,  or  an  increase  of 
only  7d.  per  head.  There  are  only  two  colo- 
nies in  the  Australasian  group  in  which  the 
public  revenue  is  less  per  head  than  it  is  in  our 
own :  these  are  Tasmania,  where  it  is  £4 17s.  8d.» 
and  Victoria,  where  it  is  £5  12s.  2d.  There  are 
four  colonies  where  it  is  higher:  New  South 
Wales,  a  free-trade  colony,  takes  from  the 
people  in  revenue  £7  3s.  6d. ;  Queensland » 
£7  13s.  Id.;  South  Australia,  £7  9s.  lOd. ; 
Western  Australia,  £20  12s.  2d.  The  public 
expenditure  per  head  in  1891  was  £6  lOs.  lld.^ 
and,  in  1896-97,  £6  7b.,  an  actual  reduction  in 
expenditure  of  3b.  lid.  per  head.  There  were 
only  two  colonies  where  it  was  lower  than 
ours :  Tasmania,  £4  lis.  9d.,  and  Victoria^ 
£5  lis.  lid.  In  the  other  four  colonies  it 
was  higher:  New  South  Wales,  £7  38.  8d.; 
Queensland,  £7  128.  8d.;  South  Australia, 
£7  138. 2d. ;  and  Western  Australia,  £20  lis.  8d. 
Out  of  our  expenditure  we  provide  free  edu- 
cation, and  pay  more  per  head  from  our 
public  revenue  for  education  than  any  oth^ 
colony  in  the  Australasian  group.  With  re- 
ference to  the  buoyancy  of  the  revenue,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  made  what  is,  I  say,  a 
most  unfair  comparison.  He  said,  speaking  of 
what  he  termed  the  so-called  buoyancy  of  the 
revenue,  that  he  would  give  an  example  of  it ; 
but  it  was  a  misleading  example.  He  com- 
pared the  actual  revenue  of  1896-97  with  the 
estimated  revenue  of  1897-98.  That  was  not 
fair  ;  he  should  have  compared  the  actual 
revenue  of  1896-97  with  the  actual  revenue 
of  tbe  preceding  year.  He  correctly  enough 
said  that  the  actual  revenue  was  £4,725,798^ 
but  he  should  have  compared  that  with  the 
revenue  of  the  previous  year,  which  was 
£4  898  751 

Captain  BUSSELL.-- We  were  talking  about 
this  year's  finance. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — Yes;  but  you  were  com- 
paring it  with  an  estimate  for  the  future,  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  will  refer  to  hia 
speech  in  Hansard— I  have  referred  to  it — ho 
will  find  he  compared  the  actual  revenue  of 
1896-97  with  the  estimated  revenue  for  the 
next  year,  instead  of  comparing  tbe  actual 
revenue  of  this  year  with  the  actual  revenue  of 
last  year,  and  the  actual  estimates  for  1897-9S 
with  the  actual  estimates  of  1896-97.  He  said 
it  showed  an  actual  decrease  of  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  £2,898,  but  if  he  did  as  he  ought  to 
have  done — compared  the  actual  revenue  of  the 
present  year  with  the  actual  revenue  of  the 
past  year — he  would  find  it  had  increased  by 
£327,047,  while  the  receipts  have  exceeded  the 
estimate  by  £309,700,  and  the  estimated 
revenue  for  1897-98  is  £310,000  more  than 
it  was  for  1896-97.  Now,  that  shows  to  my 
mind,  as  it  must  to  that  of  every  reason- 
able   man,    a   very    substantial  buoyancy  in 
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the  revenue,  and  the  Government  have  shown 
very  great  oonfldenoe  hi  the  buoyanoy  of  the 
revenue  by  estimating  the  receipts  at  nearly 
£S10|000  more  than  they  did  last  year.  I  must 
now  deal  with  the  surplus.  I  wish  to  oorrect 
the  honourable  gentleman  as  regards  the  sur- 
plus. For  years  the  gentlemen  opposite  denied 
that  a  surplus  existed.  Their  leader  now  does 
not  deny  it,  but  he  says  it  is  made  up  by  oaizy- 
ing  forward  the  balance  of  1894-96,  amounting 
to  £80,024,  and  of  1895-96,  amounting  to 
.£185,534 ;  and  he  allows  as  the  surplus  of 
1896-97  only  £188,728.  He  curiously  enough 
puts  those  figures  together  to  make  the  amount 
of  the  presenb  surplus.  It  is  ingenuous,  but 
very  incorrect  and  misleading.  The  surplus  of 
1894-95  was  not  £30,024,  but  £18,024  58.  9d. 
What  became  of  that  surplus  ?  The  ordinary  and 
territorial  revenue  for  1895-96  was  £4,898,071 
3e.  lid.,  while  the  expenditure  for  perma- 
nent and  annual  appropriations  was  £4,349,980 
15s.  8d.,  leaving  a  net  balance  of  revenue 
over  expenditure  of  £48,770  88.  8d.,  to  which 
we  have  to  add  £145,400  increase  on  de- 
bentures for  sinking  funds,  and  £11,864  Is.  7d. 
for  refund  from  Cheviot  Estate  Account, 
making  a  total  of  £206,034  lOs.  3d.,  which, 
Added  to  £100,024  lOs.  3d.  brought  forward, 
gives  a  balance  of  £886,058,  which  was 
reduced  by  £150,000  taken  for  Public  Works 
Account  and  £20,500  loan  to  Advances  to 
SetUers  Account,  leaving  £215,558  lOs.  as  the 
net  balance  of  last  year,  which  includes  only 
£9,524  of  the  balance  brou^t  forward  at  the 


beginning  of  the  year.  I  have  worked  oat 
these  details  because  of  the  erroneous  state- 
ment of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  How  did 
he  arrive  at  £138,728  as  the  surploe  for  this 
year  ?  My  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Mataura  also  asserted  the  eurplue  was 
£138,000  this  year,  and  how  did  he  get  it?  By 
subtracting  the  balance  at  the  begmning  from 
the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year.  That, 
however,  is  an  entire  misrepresentation  of 
the  facts.  The  amount  brought  forward  wai 
£215,558,  from  which  was  appropriated  and  used 
£150,000  for  public  works  and  £26,000  for  Ad- 
vances  to  Settlers  Account,  leaving  only  £99,000 
of  last  year's  balance  to  be  inoluded  in  die 
balanoe  of  the  present  year.  The  actual 
balance  on  the  year's  transactions,  vTithout 
including  one  penny  brought  forward,  wai 
£314,728.  That  is  the  actual  surplus  on  the 
vear's  transactions,  and  £  can  show  it  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  any  time  he  likes.  I 
have  not  nearly  exhausted  my  notes,  but  my 
limit  of  time  is  almost  expired,  and  I  have  just 
time  to  put  in  tabular  form  a  statement  show- 
ing the  actual  position  of  the  surplus.  I  should 
like  to  show  these  figures  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  because  he  is  a  reason- 
able man,  and  will  admit  that  he  was  wrong. 
He  was  not  wilfully  wrong.  He  did  not  wilfully 
wish  to  mislead  the  country,  but  he  did  so  when 
he  said  the  actual  surplus  this  year  was  only 
£138,000,  when  it  can  be  clearly  shown  the 
balances  from  previous  years  are  not  included 
in  the  surplus  that  Is  stated  this  year  :— 

M  ad. 

4,726,798  17    7 

..     4,483,980  18    1 


Ordinary  and  territorial  revenue,  1896-^7 

Expenditure  under  permanent  and  annual  appropriations,  1896-97. . 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  (ordinary  and  territorial) 
Add  receipts  from  debentures  for  increases  of  sinking  funds 
Balance  of  purchase-money  recouped  from  Cheviot  Estate. . 

Net  surplus  for  the  year 

Add  bflJance,  or  "  surplus,'*  brought  forward  from  last  year 

Total  balance  .  • 
From  which  deduct  amount  transferred   in  aid   of  Public  Works  £ 

Fund,  under  "  The  Appropriation  Act,  1896  " . .  . .  . .     150,000 

And  amount  advanced  to  Advances  to  Settlers  Office  Management 

Account  (to  be  refunded)     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..      26,000 


241,818    4    6 

70,300    0    0 

2,609    3    9 


814,727    8 
215,558  16 


530,286    4    3 


176,000    0    0 


'  Balance,"  or  "  surplus,"  as  shown  in  Financial  Statement      £354,286    4    3 


Which  shows  clearly  that  only  £39,568  16s. 
•of  last  year's  surplus  is  included  in  that  of  the 
present  year. 

Mr.  BIOHARDSON.— Sir,  I  have  listened 
with  very  great  attention  to  the  instruction 
afforded  us  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat.  He  informed  us 
that  the  tables  are  very  much  more  simple 
than  they  were.  There  are  a  good  many  new 
tables,  and  I  do  not  find  them  much  more  easy 
to  master  than  they  used  to  be  ten  years  ago. 
As  to  the  Opposition  wasting  time,  I  ask,  is  it 
so  ?  Has  not  the  honourable  gentleman  read 
his  carefully-prepared  comment  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement?  And  I  have  to  thank  him 
Mr,  Graham 


for  making  up  in  a  manner  for  the  defects  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  for  has  he  not  read  to 
us  a  large  portion  of  the  Financial  Statement 
to-night  ? 
Mr.  GRAHAM.— No,  Sir ;  that  is  not  oorrect 
Mr.  BICHARDSON.— The  principal  side- 
issues  in  the  honourable  member's  speech  weis 
replies  to  various  members  who  had  preceded 
him.  With  regard  to  any  remarks  he  made 
about  myself  I  have  nothing  to  say,  and  I  will 
not  touch  on  what  he  has  said  about  other 
honourable  members,  as  it  is  the  business  of 
those  gentlemen  to  look  after  themselves. 
He  said  that  the  Premier  would  give  up  his 
appointment  on   the  foreign    syndicate  if  it 
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olashed  with  his  pnblio  duty.  But  I  do  not 
think  the  Premier  said  exactly  that:  he  did 
not  say  whether  he  would  give  ap  the  Premier- 
ship or  the  syndicate. 

An  Hon.  MsMBSB.-^YeB,  he  did. 

Mr.  RIGHABDSON.— WeU,  I  accept  it  that 
he  said  he  "  would  give  up  the  syndicate  if  it 
clashed  with  his  public  duty."  But  who  would 
decide  the  delicate  point  ?  Does  anybody  here 
think  that,  if  an  application  for  an  extra  area, 
or  for  waiving  working  conditionB,  or  anything 
of  that  sort,  coming  officially  to  the  department 
from  the  Anglo- Oontinental  Syndicate,  and  the 
officers  knowing  that  the  Premier  is  the  adviser 
of  that  body,  will  they  not  unconsciously  ^ive 
more  favourable  consideration  to  the  applica- 
tion of  that  syndicate  than  they  woula  to  an 
outside  body  ?  That  goes  without  saying :  that 
unquestionably  would  be  the  result.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  gave  the  Qovemment  credit 
for  the  increased  area  of  land  under  grass.  Did 
the  Government  sow  it  ?  He  made  me  quite 
hungry  when  describing  our  beautiful  factory 
butter  and  cheese.  Who  is  to  be  thanked  for 
that?  The  Ministers?  Which  of  th^Mlnisters ? 
When  I  was  Minister  of  Lands  not  many  years 
ago  I  had  a  miserable  little  £400  vote  put  down 
for  the  first  Dairy  InspectcHr.  Those  honourable 
members  now  on  the  Government  benches  re- 
duced the  item  by  £1  to  indicate  that  it  was 
wasteful  expenditure.  Now  the  Qovemment 
&re  spending  thousands,  whereas  when  in  op- 
position they  tried  to  prevent  the  system  of 
•dairy  inspection  being  inaugurated.  I  say 
that  all  tiie  items  for  which  the  Government 
v?as  given  credit  by  the  last  speaker  are  not 
dae  to  the  Government.  I  am  not  saying  it 
against  the  Government,  because  no  Govern- 
ment can  much  affect  such  matters.  It  is  due 
to  the  energy  and  perseverance,  hard  work  and 
thrift,  of  our  settlers.  It  does  not  matter 
what  Government  is  in  office,  our  settlers 
are  beyond  Government  and  above  it,  and 
our  settlers  will  carry  New  Zealand  to  the 
front  with  the  worst  Government  on  those 
benches.  Let  us  give  credit  where  credit 
is  due:  let  us  give  credit  to  our  settlers. 
Now,  I  may  say  that  I  am  very  glad  that  at 
last  we  have  joined  issue.  My  feeling  was  in 
favour  of  an  amendment  to  ihe  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  and  an  amendment  on  the  opening 
of  this  financial  debate.  I  like  to  see  a  good 
square  fight.  It  clears  the  air,  and  we  can  then 
see  where  we  are.  The  honourable  member  for 
Oaversham  said  this  amendment  is  a  mean  and 
contemptible  one.  Mean  and  contemptible — 
when  it  is  on  the  principle  of  whether  the 
Premier  and  Colonial  Treasurer  should  occupy 
a  dual  position  which  is  incompatible  with 
holding  so  high  a  public  position  as  that  whish 
he  occupies  I  There  is  another  feature,  apart 
from  his  position  on  this  syndicate,  which  leads 
to  a  want  of  confidence  on  my  part  in  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  that  is  the  non- 
delivery of  tiie  Public  Works  Statement.  It 
has  been  said  that  when  we  were  in  office  we 
did  not  bring  down  the  Public  Works  Statement 
with  the  Financial  Statement.  Quite  true. 
But  look  at  the  difference  of  the   position. 


Look  how  the  Consolidated  Fund  and  the  Loan 
Fund  are  now  intimately  mixed  up  and  trans- 
ferred from  the  one  account  to  tbe  other  and 
back  again  until  thev  are  practically  one  ac- 
count. One-half  of  the  finance  taken  by  itself 
is  incomprehensible.  In  order  to  have  a  com- 
pehensive  view  of  our  finance  we  require  to  flJso 
have  the  Public  Works  Statement  before  us. 
The  altered  times  require  an  altered  course  in 
bringing  these  documents  down.  The  Premier, 
with  all  his  great  abilities  and  good  qualities, 
which  I  thoroughly  acknowledge  and  admire, 
has  a  way  of  doing  little  things  which  I 
must  acknowledge  I  do  not  like.  I  notice  in 
Hansard  the  other  day  this  curious  correction 
of  certain  mistakes  in  the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  SPEAE£B.— The  honourable  member 
cannot  read  from  a  printed  speech  of  the 
current  session. 

Mr.  RIOHABDSON.— I  alwavs  bow  to  your 
ruling.  Sir,  when  vou  are  in  the  right,  and  I 
am  one  of  your  best  friends,  because  I  will 
stand  by  you  when  you  are  wrong.  But  now, 
Sir,  as  I  may  not  read  it,  I  may  say  that  under 
the  guise  of  a  few  lines  and  one  or  two  figures 
the  Premier  has  glossed  over  these  serious 
mistakes.  He  moved  that  a  "0"  should  be 
made  into  a  **  1,"  and  that  a  "3"  should  be 
made  into  a  **  2  "  That  is  the  most  absurd 
'*  correction "  I  have  ever  seen  in  Hansard, 
Is  the  Premier  aware  that  on  the  page  of  the 
Financial  Statement  referred  to  there  are 
twenty-nine  "  naughts  "  and  twenty  "  threes  "  ? 
Which  of  all  these  is  to  be  corrected  ?  It  was 
done  in  order  to  gloss  over  the  magnitude 
of  the  mistakes.  To  place  the  alterations 
in  a  clear  and  intelligible  form,  this  is  how 
they  should  read:  In  the  Land-purchase 
Account,  page  7,  line  2,  for  £208,800  read 
£218,300.  In  the  Ways  and  Means  Ac- 
count, page  7,  line  7,  for  £882,363  read 
£282,363.  That  shows  the  magnitude  of  the 
mistakes.  And  it  is  a  fault  I  find  with  the 
Premier  that  he  adopts  these  little  dodges 
to  hide  matters  he  should  frankly  own  up 

^^Q  to.  The  Government  have  the  happy 
*  knack— «and  the  Premier  is  an  adept 
at  it — of  drawing  a  patchwork  counterpane 
over  their  skeletons.  Things  we  should  know 
are  hidden ;  and  for  that  reason  I  should  like 
to  see  the  amendment  carried,  because  it  is 
desirable  that  some  fresh,  clean-handed  set 
of  men  should  go  through  the  pigeon-holes 
and  learn  what  has  been  kept  back  — 
a  little  thing  there  and  another  yonder. 
We  do  not  know  how  much  has  been  kept 
back  from  us,  because  those  gentlemen  will 
not  tell  us.  That  is  the  chief  advantage  of 
putting  the  question  to  the  test,  and  seeing 
whether  it  is  not  possible  to  have  a  fresh  hana 
at  the  wheel.  There  is  a  matter  which  I  give 
the  Government  credit  for,  or,  rather,  one 
member  of  it — the  Minister  of  Mines.  During 
tbe  recess  he  did  vdMkt  I  think  all  Governments 
should  do,  althou^^  it  has  not  been  the  prac- 
tice— he  circulated  a  Mines  Bill  throughout 
the  colony.  I  read  it,  I  studied  it,  and  passed 
it  on  to  others  materially  interested  in  that 
direction.    And  what  do  we  find  now  ?    That 
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the  same  Minister  who  held  that  Bill  up  to  our 
attention  during  the  recess,  the  other  after- 
noon tried  to  withdraw  it.  Probably  a  oopy  of 
it  has  been  sent  to  the  Anglo-German  Syndi- 
cate, and  they  do  not  like  it,  and  so  it  has  to 
go  back.  As  long  as  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
holds  his  position  on  the  syndicate  this  con- 
struction can  be  put  upon  such  action. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbkb. — It  was  the  Mining  Com- 
panies Act  he  asked  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— I  thought  otherwise, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  presently.  I  do  not 
mind  interruptions ;  they  improve  me,  and  I 
hope  they  will  continue  from  time  to  time ; 
but  I  think  that,  until  something  is  said  to 
warrant  interruptions,  they  should  not  be 
so  frequent.  I  was  talking  about  things  not 
being  fully  discussed.  Sir,  this  House  is  the 
custodian  of  the  public  purse,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  know  what  is  being  done  with  the 
colony's  money.  That  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
Ministry  only ;  it  devolves  upon  every  one  of  us, 
as  representatives,  to  be  able  to  account  to  our 
constituents  for  what  happens  to  the  public 
funds.  I  have  had  a  motion  on  the  Order  Paper 
asking  for  a  return  of  the  Treasury  bills  out- 
standing month  by  month  for  the  last  six  years. 
This  afternoon,  in  reply  to  me,  the  Premier  said 
it  was  a  dangerous  precedent  to  supply  this 
information.  From  the  Government  point  of 
view  no  doubt  it  is  a  dangerous  precedent 
indeed  to  let  this  House  know  the  truth  about 
the  public  finances.  What  was  there  about 
such  a  simple  return  that  it  should  be  kept 
back  from  the  House  and  the  country  ?  *'  A 
dangerous  precedent  "  for  the  House  to  know 
or  for  a  member  to  ask  the  state  of  the  public 
accounts !  Now,  Sir,  if  there  were  any  reason 
wanting— which  there  is  not— for  the  amend- 
ment, it  is  to  be  found  in  what  I  am  going  to 
advance.  We  have  been  now  here  for  five  weeks, 
and  what  has  been  done  ?  Nothing.  And  what 
do  we  hear  from  the  Government  benches? 
'*It  is  the  fault  of  the  Opposition."  What 
does  it  mean?  For  five  weeks  we  have 
had  no  government.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  conduct  the  public  business  ? 
And  if  they  are  not  strong  enough  to  do  that 
it  is  quite  time  they  came  off  those  benches. 
Either  let  them  conduct  the  business  or  let 
others  do  it.  We  have  done  no  business  all 
these  weeks,  and  the  blame  lies  with  this :  The 
Government  have  lost  their  mana ;  even  their 
own  followers  are  restive  and  are  kicking.  That 
is  the  whole  matter — it  is  a  confession  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  their  own  impotency, 
nothing  else.  We  have  been  in  session  five 
weeks,  and  the  very  bed-rock  of  the  business  of 
the  House  has  been  neglected.  Where  are 
the  Committees?  Was  there  ever  a  session 
before  this  one  where  five  weeks  after  the 
opening  the  Committees  had  not  been  set 
up?  There  has  been  hairdly  a  meeting  of 
any  Committee  for  any  business  except  for 
the  election  of  a  Chairman,  and  a  great 
many  of  them  are  not  even  yet  set  up. 
If  the  Government  are  unable  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  House,  let  them  acknowledge  it 
ItTr.  Richardson 


and  come  off  those  benches,  and  do  not  talk 
of  the  Opposition  preventing  business;  it  ia 
acknowlec^^ff  that  the  Opposition  are  too 
strong  mentaiUy  and  in  debate  for  the  larger 
numbers  on  the  Government  side.  Now,  I  can 
only  attribute  this  to  the  fact  of  the  Premier'a 
visit  Home.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  hi^  lost  that  democratic  robust- 
ness for  which  he  was  so  celebrated,  by  shaking 
hands  with  princes.  He  is  a  different  man  to 
what  he  was  twelve  months  ago.  Twelve 
months  ago  he  would  have  had  these  Com- 
mittees set  up  and  the  business  going  Qn, 
or  he  would  not  have  remained  in  his 
seat.  He  is  a  changed  man.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  he  is  not  changed  for  the  better 
in  some  directions,  but  he  is  not  the  power  he 
once  was  in  the  House,  and  he  never  will  be 
again.  Now,  about  there  being  no  harm  in  a 
Minister,  particularly  a  Premier,  taking  up  a 
leading  position  on  a  foreign  syndicate  :  Have 
honourable  members  forgotten  the  celebrated 
case  of  the  Southland  Freezing  Company  v. 
Nelson  Brothers,  and  of  the  '*  Dear  Jim " 
correspondence  that  took  place ;  of  the  great 
stress  laid  on  the  fact  of  the  immense  advan- 
tage of  ** catching  a  Minister"  —  a  oommoa 
Minister  ?  and  is  it  not  a  far  greater  advantage 
to  this  foreign  syndicate  to  **  catch  a  Premier"? 
They  did  the  cleverest  stroke  of  business  ever 
done  in  one  transaction — they  caught  or  bought 
an  ex- Minister  of  Mines  and  present  Premier, 
they  caught  the  Inspecting  Engineer,  they 
caught  the  Principal  of  the  School  of  Mines  at 
Thames,  and  they  caught  one  of  our  best  Bfines 
Inspectors,  all  in  the  one  deal.  They  outbid 
the  Government ;  they  gave  them  much  larger 
salaries  than  the  Government,  and  guaranteed 
these  salaries;  and  they  stripped  the  depart- 
ment of  pretty  well  every  one  of  our  experts  in 
mining — certainly  every  one  of  the  principal 
experts.  Clerks  yon  can  pick  up  anywhere 
down  the  street.  Put  an  advertisement  in  the 
papers  and  you  can  get  them  by  the  dozen,  but 
reliable  mining  experts  are  not  common.  The 
Anglo-Continental  Syndicate  took  the  lot,  in- 
cluding the  Premier ;  and  it  was  a  victory  to 
them.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  reports  on 
mines:  I  had  the  honour  for  a  couple  of 
years  to  be  Minister  of  Mines.  I  am  speak- 
ing with  knowledge  when  I  say  that  it  was 
the  rule  laid  down  then,  from  which  there 
was  no  exception,  that  no  officer  of  the 
department  should  give  any  report  or  any  in- 
formation relating  to  a  private  mine  which 
could  in  any  shape  or  form  be  used  to  advance 
speculation  in  that  mine.  That  was  the  rale 
never  departed  from  until  recently.  Now  w« 
find  special  official  reports  have  been  supplied, 
in  many  cases  serviceable  for  flotation  par- 
poses  of  private  mining  ventures.  Now,  Sir,  it 
IS  a  mere  little  trifling  matter,  but  we  were 
twitted  this  evening,  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
about  this  amendment  having  been  moved  to 
prevent  the  Premier  exercising  his  right  of 
reply.  Supposing  it  were  so?  Is  not  the 
Premier,  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
jockeying  us  in  every  shape  and  form?  If 
we  have  managed  to  get  the  better  of  him. 
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and  toke  away  his  right  of  reply  on  this  oooa- 
aon,  it  18  only  tit  for  tat,  and  a  very  small 
tit  for  a  very  great  tat;  and  we  deserve  to 
be  complimented  for  it  rather  than  criticiBed. 
Sir,  I  have  to  say  a  few  words  about  the 
honoarable  member  for  Awama,  and  I  wish 
he  was  present,  but  yon  will  see  as  I  advance 
why  I  am  taking  this  opportnnicy  of  saying  my 
little  say  in  his  absence.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  owing  to  an  intotjeotion  from  the  Minister 
of  Lands  this  session  I  made  theee  remarks. 
Not  blaming  the  Government,  I  pointed  oat 
how  they  had  drifted  from  Oommunism  to 
Oonservatism ;  how  they  had  bolstered  up  one 
bank  and  bought  another:  when  my  honour- 
able  friend  the  Minister  of  Lands  said,  "  It 
was  your  friends."  To  which  I  replied— and 
I  am  prepared  to  say  it  here,  or  outside,  or 
anywhere  you  like — that  *'  if  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer's  adBEairs  had  not  been  mixed  up  with 
the  Colonial  Bank,  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
would  have  received  no  assistance  from  the 
colony."  I  said,  "The  divisions  in  HanM/rd 
show  it.*'  And  the  Minister  of  Lands  inter- 
jected again — I  always  allow  Ministers  to 
make  remarks  if  thev  wish  to— that  I  *'  would 
not  dare  repeat  it  m  Southland."  I  said  I 
would  repeat  it  anywhere  because  it  was  true. 
Now,  Sir,  at  the  Agricultural  Hall  in  Dunedin, 
on  the  21st  October,  the  night  before  the  elec- 
tion, there  happened  to  be  a  very  big  audience 
in  front  of  Mr.  Ward.  The  meeting  happened 
to  take  place  and  Mr.  Ward  happened  to  be 
there,  and  people  who  did  not  know  would 
have  supposed  that  Mr.  Ward  went  down 
to  try  and  influence  the  election,  but  he 
said  he  did  not,  and  we  must  accept  his 
word.  But  on  this  occasion,  before  this  large 
aadienoe,  he  took  the  opportunity  to  devote 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  my  humble  self  — 
to  deal  with  my  private  affairs — and  it  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  am  now  introducing  the 
matter.  I  have  no  doubt  his  language  is  dis- 
tinctly libellous;  but  you  require  to  have  a 
pretty  big  purse  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  a 
libel  action,  and  it  is  no  use  taking  a  libel 
action  if  the  defendant  has  nothing,  so  I  am 
not  going  into  this  libel  point  of  view  at  all. 
I  am  only  going  into  the  common-sense  of  the 
thing.  This  is  the  language  used  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  as  reported  in  the  Otago  Daily 
TimM  and  the  Otago  Witneas^-no  doubt  a 
condensation,  but  at  the  same  time  a  fair  re- 
port of  what  was  said  : — 

"  When  the  Hon.  G.  F.  Richardson  wanted 
to  find  excuses  about  the  Government  coming 
to  the  resoue  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  him,  and  if  Mr.  Biohard- 
Bon  wanted  a  hand-to-hand  set-to  about  finances 
let  him  commence  with  his  own  finances  for 
the  last  few  years,  and  then  it  would  be  time 
for  him  to  put  himself  on  a  pedestal  of  virtue, 
to  attack  other  people's  finances." 

Now,  I  think  members  of  this  House  will 
give  me  credit  for  not  hitting  below  the  belt — 
I  think  I  have  that  reputation ;  but  when  an 
attack  of  this  sort  is  makde,  I  desire  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua,  or  any  other  honour- 
able member,  to  understand  that  I  am  as  able 


to  fight  mv  battles  as  they  are,  and  that  I  will 
not  take  otiarges  like  this  sitting  down,  but  will 
meet  them  as  they  arise.  I  hope  the  occasion 
will  not  arise  again.  When  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  that  shameful  speech  of  his 
two  years  ago  in  this  House— full  of  personali- 
ties, which  offended  his  friends  and 'disgusted 
his  enemies — I  thought  he  had,  as  it  were,  lost 
his  head — that  he  was  excited,  and  was  saying 
things  that  he  would  be  sorry  for  next  day ; 
but  when  he  deliberately  says  things  like  he 
said  in  Dunedin,  I  see  the  black  blood  is  in 
the  man  himself,  and,  as  a  consequence,  he 
has  fallen  in  my  estimation  in  a  way  that  is 
hardly  recoverable. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Perhaps  it  is  not  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— Not  correct !  It  is  a 
wonderful  thing  that  the  Government  alone  are 
always  misrepresented.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing 
that,  whether  in  New  Zealand  or  in  England, 
the  errors  in  the  figures  given  by  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  always  due  to  the  reporters. 
Do  you  hear  that  sort  of  thing  coming  from 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  ?  No  ;  the 
complaints  are  all  from  the  other  side.  I  saw 
in  an  English  newspaper — and  it  has  not  been 
contradicted  —  that  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
stated  that  thirty  millions  of  money  had 
been  lent  by  the  Government  to  the  settlers 
in  this  oolony,  who  had  thereby  saved  about 
£600,000  a  year  in  interest.  Misreporting  en- 
tirely, of  course;  but  it  is  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  all  the  misreporting,  all  the 
erroneous  figures,  should  tell  eigainst  the 
Government  and  not  against  this  side  of  the 
House.  We  never  complain;  we  trust  the 
Press :  and  therefore  the  Minister  of  Lands  says 
it  is  a  Tory  Press.  In  speaking  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua,  one  should  not  take 
into  account — if  you  can  avoid  it — his  private 
affairs — that  is,  his  own  private  troubles,  which 
he  will  probably  now  soon  be  through.  But 
the  great  cause  of  the  no-confidence  in  the 
Gk)vernment  which  has  supported  him,  and 
which  still  stands  by  him,  is  largely  this :  that 
when  he  was  in  a  strong  and  influential  posi- 
tion as  Colonial  Treasurer,  when  his  affairs 
were  known — in  the  south  part  of  the  colony, 
at  any  rate,  and  certainly  to  himself — to  be 
hopelessly  bad,  he  carried  through  this  House 
legislation  which  had  apparently  for  its  ob- 
ject the  benefit  of  his  business,  the  benefit 
of  his  bank,  and  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand.  And  I  say,  Sir,  after  these 
things,  it  is  in  very  questionable  taste  that 
he  brazens  out  his  political  misconduct.  "  Mis- 
conduct" is  a  very  mild  word  for  it.  Why, 
in  1894  he  introduced  and  passed  two  Banking 
Acts.  The  first  one  gave  a  million  to  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand,  and  another  million  was  left 
in  the  control  of  the  Cdonial  Treasurer.  Now, 
in  that  short  Act  of  seventeen  clauses,  *'the 
Colonial  Treasurer  may "  and  **  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  shall "  occur  no  less  than  seven 
times.  And  we  were  told  then — I  was  not  in 
the  House  at  the  time,  but  the  country  was 
told,  and  the  House  was  told — that  this  million 
loan  would  set  up  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
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entirely,  and  that  the  only  liability  of  the 
colony  was  that  million,  because  the  other  mil- 
lion was  under  the  sole  control  of  the  Oolonial 
Treasurer.  The  next  year  we  had  two  more 
Acts  passed,  and  the  second  million  was  put 
into  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  despite  the 
assurance  given  us  twelve  months  before. 
And,  further  than  that,  we  undertook  the 
liability,  with  regard  to  any  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  assets  or  estates  of  the  Bank  of 
iTew  Zealand,  to  realise  their  value.  Now,  it 
does  appear  to  me,  and  always  has  appeared 
to  me,  that — perhaps  **  conspiracy  *'  is  too 
strong  a  word,  but,  that  there  was  a  com- 
plete understanding  between  three  or  more 
principal  men  from  the  first.  I  do  not  wish 
to  bring  this  accusation  as  against  the  Govern- 
ment, because  I  do  not  know  if  they  were  aware 
of  the  true  position  of  Mr.  Ward  at  this  time. 
If  they  knew  his  true  position,  they  are  cul- 
pable as  he  is  ;  but,  looking  at  other  surround- 
ings, I  am  disposed  to  think,  though  they  may 
have  known  that  he  was  in  trouble  and  diffi- 
culty, they  may  have  had  no  idea  at  the  time 
of  the  magnitude  of  those  difficulties,  i  will 
therefore  leave  the  Qovemment  as  a  whole 
out  of  the  account.  Now,  anybody  who  studies 
— and  it  is  worth  while  studving — the  divisions 
recorded  in  Hansard  in  this  House  and  in 
another  place  will  find  this:  that  every  one, 
in  either  place,  connected  officially  with  or 
as  clients  of  the  Colonial  Bank  voted  in  a 
block  to  assist  their  rival  in  business — the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  say  that  did  not 
happen  without  cause :  there  was  a  reason  for 
it,  there  was  an  arrangement  behind  it,  or  else 
it  would  never  have  taken  place.  And  I  say, 
looking  to  these  things,  the  country  believes,  and 
I  believe— though  perhaps  they  would  not  like 
to  express  it  as  openly  as  I  am  doing  here — what 
I  said  the  other  day  and  what  I  now  repeat : 
that,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  affairs  had  not 
been  so  intimately  mixed  up  with  the  affairs 
of  the  Colonial  Bank,  the  assistance  given  to 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  would  not  have  been 
so  given.  Without  the  assistance  of  the 
Colonial  Bank  men  that  Act  could  not  have 
been  passed.  It  was  carried  unanimously  by 
all  who  were  connected  with  the  two  banks. 
Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  what  you  would  call 
"politioal  decency.'*  Decency  I  it  is  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  describe.  It  is  a  difficult 
matter,  without  being  offensive,  to  use  words 
sufficiently  forcible  to  express  one's  full  mean- 
ing. I  do  not  wish  to  transgress,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  use  the  term  *'  political  decency  " 
as  applied  to  the  Acts  passed  in  1695^the 
Banking  Acts.  They  were  introduced  by  the 
Treasurer,  but  tbey  were  passed  by  the  House 
as  Government  measures. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — In  one  night. 

Mr.  RICHABDSON.— No ;  I  am  speaking 
of  1895.  Tbey  were  not  passed  in  a  night ; 
they  were  not  passed  without  discussion ;  they 
were  not  passed  without  consideration.  Under 
one  of  these  Acts  passed  in  1895  there  was 
provision  made  for  an  Assets  Board,  and  for 
the  payment  of  its  members ;  and  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Premier,  as  such,  to  forward 
Mr.  Richardson 


those  Bills,  after  they  had  passed  through  both 
Chambers,  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor. 
And  what  is  the  very  first  thing  he  does  ?  He 
appoints  himself  as  a  member  of  this  Board  at 
a  nxed  salary— legislates  to  ^ive  himself  a  good 
salary,  and  gets  it.  There  is  no  getting  away 
fiom  the  fact.  Now,  Sir,  all  I  can  say  in  con- 
clusion about  this  matter  of  Mr.  Ward's  is, 
that  my  conclusions  and  information  are 
obtained  from  the  newspapers  of  the  time, 
from  our  Hansard  reports,  and  from  our 
records.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  the 
banking  legislation  was  intended  to  save  the 
shareholders  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  the 
shareholders  of  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  to  help 
the  J.  G.  Ward  Company.  And  vnth  what 
results  ?  Certainly  failure  all  along  the  line. 
The  J.  G.  Ward  Company  could  not  be  in  a 
worse  position.  The  Colonial  Bank  share- 
holders are  no  better  for  it.  And  what  aboat 
the  wretched  shareholders  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  ?  Skinned,  skinned.  It  would  haye 
been  far  better  for  all  if  no  interference  had 
taken  place.  ^  It  was  a  mistake,  and  a  huas 
mistake.  But  the  colony  is  now  so  deeply 
involved,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  guarantee 
of  the  colony,  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand's 
position  is  now  so  strong,  it  is  certainly  our  busi- 
ness and  our  duty  to  try  and  make  it  a  success. 
It  is  only  by  so  doing,  and  by  getting  its  shares 
favourably  considered  in  the  market,  that  we 
shall  ever  have  any  chance  of  unloading  our 
responsibilities  on  the  general  public;  sad 
therefore  anything  said  in  disparagement  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  after  the  position 
the  colony  has  taken  up  with  respect  to  it  is  a 
wrong  done  to  the  colony.  I  am  speaking  of 
the  defunct  Colonial  Bank  and  the  defunct 
J.  G.  Ward  Company,  and  not  against  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.  I  will  say  only  one 
word  more,  and  it  is  this :  that  if  my  name 
was  "  Ward"  I  would  try  to  have  a  private  Bill 
passed  through  this  House  to  enable  me  to 
change  it.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  only  one  other 
little  point,  and  I  have  done.  As  the  custo- 
dians of  the  public  purse  we  have  a  right  to 
know  what  is  done  with  the  public  money. 
We  cannot  get  full  and  detailecl  information 
from  the  Government,  or  the  Public  Accounts, 
or  from  the  Financial  Statement,  or  from  the 
estimates,  and  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  fact  which  some  may  not  have  notioed  in 
regard  to  the  contingency  votes.  Taking  only 
11  SO  contingencies  of  £500  and  upwards — 
I  have  not  troubled  with  the  small 
ones — we  find  that  £61,500  was  spent  last  year 
on  these  votes  of  which  we  know  nothing.  Inow, 
I  shall  just  mention  what  has  been  done  vrith 
contingency  votes.  About  six  years  ago,  pro- 
bably, there  was  a  contingency  vote  of  £16,000 
for  *' Additions  to  post  and  telegraphs,"  which 
was  supposed  to  apply  to  the  whole  colony. 
But,  Sir,  public  buildings  were  erected  in  Inver- 
cargill  out  of  that  contingency  vote.  The  vote 
gave  no  indication  as  to  how  it  was  going  to  be 
used.  In  the  same  class  of  the  estimates  there 
was  a  sum  of,  say,  £50  for  a  verandah,  and  £50  for 
a  fence,  and  so  on,  and  £16,000  for  additions  to 
telegraphs,  and  that  contingency  vote  started 
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the  additions  to  the  public  buildings  in  Inver- 
{MOgill.  They  were,  however,  not  finished 
during  that  financial  year,  and  an  honest  Tote 
was  taken  the  next  year  for  their  completion. 
That  is  what  may  happen  with  regard  to  a  con- 
tingency vote.  We  nave  found  also  cases 
where  Ministers  have  themselves  gone  much 
beyond  statutory  allowances  by  drawing  against 
contingency  votes.  This  year  I  think  they 
show  £34  more  than  the  statutory  sum  of 
£1,000 ;  but  I  have  no  doubt,  if  we  had  a  full 
aooonnt  of  the  Colonial  Secretary's  contingency 
vote,  we  should  find  further  enendituze  by 
liinisters  there,  but  so  wrapped  up  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  obtain  the  details, 
except  supplied  by  the  Treasury.  I  do 
not  believe  for  a  moment  that  any  money, 
even  the  smallest  sums,  are  ever  paid  by  the 
Treasury  without  check  and  audit ;  but  what  I 
am  complaining  about  is  that  we  do  not  know 
where  the  money  goes  to,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
find  out.  Then,  we  are  asked  this  year  again 
to  pass  £47,000  of  contingencies ;  and  how  are 
we  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  it  ?  Sir,  if 
the  House  will  only  rise  to  the  occasion,  I,  for 
one,  will  make  a  stand  against  these  large  items 
being  passed  without  full  information  being  sup- 
plied to  the  House  as  for  what  they  are  intended. 
I  do  not  advise  the  Premier  to  give  up  the 
syndicate  now.  I  really  do  not.  He  is  be- 
tween two  stools,  and  assuredly  the  political  stool 
ifl  slipping  from  under  him,  while  the  syndicate 
is  a  sure  thing.  The  Government  benches  are 
Tery  ahaky  at  the  present  moment,  and  as 
Premier  his  days  are  numbered,  so  I  think  it 
would  be  safer  for  him  to  hold  to  the  syndicate, 
and  let  the  benches  take  care  of  themselves. 
As  far  as  my  vote  goes,  I  shall  consult  his  best 
interests  by  trying  to  keep  him  to  the  sound 
seat  of  syndicate  adviser,  and  take  him  off  the 
shaky  political  seat,  which  has  now  ceased  to 
be  safe — for  him. 

Mz.  MONTGOMERY.— I  wish,  Sir,  to  speak 
not  upon  the  general  question  of  the  Financial 
Statement,  but  solely  on  the  amendment,  and 
I  do  so  because  when  I  was  speaking  on  the 
financial  debate  I  did  not  allude  to  the  subject 
of  the  amendment,  not  wishing  to  go  out  of  my 
way  to  criticize  the  Government  upon  such  a 
sahject  unless  it  came  up  in  the  direct  form  of 
an  amendment.  Now  it  has  come  up  I,  like 
other  members,  am  prepared  to  meet  it  straight. 
I  would  draw  the  attention  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  what  the  words  of  the  amendment  are. 
They  are  as  follows : — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is 
inconsistent  with  &e  principles  which  should 
guide  the  administration  of  public  affairs  that 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  should  hold  positions 
as  directors  and  advisers  of  syndicates  and  com- 
panies carrying  on  business  likely  to  bring  them 
Into  relation  with  depcurtments  of  the  State." 

The  amendment  does  not  say  anything  at  all 
about  their  holding  other  directorships,  only 
those  directorships  whose  business  is  liable  to 
bring  them  into  collision  with  departments  of 
Slate. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Any  directorate  will  do 
Uiat. 


Mr.  MONTGOMERY. —The  honourable 
member  says,  **  Any  directorate  will  do  that " ; 
but  the  amendment  does  not  include  all 
directorates.  I  have  heard  Ministers  sa^g 
that  their  directorates  do  not  bring  them  into 
collision  with  departments  of  State.  But,  at 
any  rate,  this  amendment  onlv  applies  to  those 
directorates  which  will  bring  them  into  oonfiiot 
with  their  duties  as  administrators.  Voting 
against  this  will  be  affirming  the  converse,  and 
the  converse  is  this :  that  it  is  consistent  with 
the  principles  which  should  guide  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs  that  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  should  hold  positions  in  companies 
or  syndicates  whose  business  is  liable  to  bring 
them  into  collision  with  departments  of  State. 
I  would  ask  how  many  members  of  this  House 
are  prepared  to  go  and  state  on  the  platforms 
of  the  country  that  this  is  their  opinion — 
that  it  is  consistent.  I,  for  one,  am  not 
going  to  take  up  that  position.  This  has 
been  called  by  the  Premier  a  party  question, 
a  want-of -confidence  question.  And  why?  I 
say  it  is  because  he  is  afraid  of  the  unfettered 
opinion  of  his  supporters  in  this  matter.  And 
it  is  a  very  curious  thing  that  the  Premier  has 
taken  this  to  apply  to  himself— this  question  of 
svndicates  whose  business  is  liable  to  bring 
them  into  collision  with  departments  of  State — 
he  has  taken  that  to  apply  to  himself.  That 
shows  a  considerable  confession  of  weakness  on 
his  part.  This  is  a  general  platonic  resolution, 
and  I  do  not  see,  unless  the  Premier  recognises 
that  it  applies  to  himself— that  the  cap  fits— 
why  he  should  oppose  it  in  the  very  slightest. 
Now,  I  am  not  here  to  make  an  excuse  as  to 
the  way  in  which  I  am  going  to  vote.  I  do 
not  think  I,  for  one,  want  to  make  any  excuse. 
When  I  addressed  the  electors  before  the 
election  I  was  asked  on  almost  every  plat- 
form if  I  was  in  favour  of  the  Premier 
accepting  this  seat  on  the  advisory  board  of 
a  syndicate,  and  I  see  by  reference  to  the 
report  of  my  speeches  that  in  every  case  I 
ssld  I  did  not  approve  of  the  Premier  accept- 
ing this  seat.  What  I  have  said  on  the  plat- 
forms of  my  own  district  I  am  prepared  to  sup- 
port in  this  House,  whether  it  be  a  party 
question  or  whether  it  is  not  a  party  question. 
As  to  this  subject  generally,  members  are  not 
obliged  to  become  Ministers  if  they  feel  that 
their  private  business  would  interfere  with 
their  being  Ministers.  They  are  not  obliged  to 
take  up  that  position  in  any  way.  And,  though 
there  may  be  something  said  as  to  its  being 
hard  for  them  to  give  up  directorships  which 
the^  hold  at  the  time  they  come  into  office, 
it  IS  quite  another  thing  for  Ministers  to 
take  up  directorships  afterwards  which  are 
given  them  because  they  are  Ministers.  They 
have  got  these  offices  for  that  reason,  in 
very  much  the  same  way  as  gentlemen  of 
title  are  given  directorships,  and  their  names 
appear  in  public  companies.  And  we  must 
recollect  this:  that  in  those  engagements, 
when  our  Premier  has  allowed  his  name  to 
be  used,  the  honour  of  the  colony  is  to  a 
certain  extent  involved.  It  cannot  help  being 
so.    If  we  are  to  see  the  Premier  or  any  Minis- 
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ter  as  a  direotor  or  an  adviBer  of  a  syndicate, 
ie  will  be  said  wherever  the  information  cir- 
calates  that  we  are  giving  a  sort  of  ofiioial 
guarantee  to  this  company,  and  if  any  accident 
should  happen  to  them,  if  they  should  be- 
come in  any  way  •'  fly-blown,"  why.  Sir,  it 
would  reflect  upon  the  honour  of  the  colony. 
I  do  not  think  I  need  to  go  into  this  at  great 
length.  It  must  be  evident  to  every  honourable 
member  that  for  Ministers  to  make  use  of  their 
position  to  acquire  these  offices  is  not  in  the 
true  interests  of  parliamentary  government. 
Why  should  Ministers  stop  at  syndicates? 
Why  should  thev  not  become  directors  of 
banks  ?  And  I  should  like  to  point  out  this : 
Supposing  that  Ministors  had  been  directors  of 
banks  during  the  legislation  that  was  passed 
through  this  House  it  is  difficult  to  say  what 
would  have  happened.  Last  session  there  were 
several  members  of  Parliament  who  were  direc- 
tors of  banks,  and  the  influence  they  exercised 
in  the  most  open  manner  over  members  was 
not  for  the  interests  of  the  colony ;  and  how 
much  more  influence  would  they  have  been 
able  to  exercise  if  they  were  in  the  position  of 
Ministers?  I  am  not  saying  for  a  moment 
that  the  Premier  or  the  Minister  of  Lands  have 
done  anything  improper  at  all 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— You  could  not  do  it  if 
yon  tried. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  not  insinuating 
for  one  moment  that  they  have  done  anything 
improper ;  but  I  would  say  this :  that  we  are 
laying  down  a  principle.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  the  two  individual  Ministers  who  hold  office, 
but  whether  any  Ministers  hereafter  should 
hold  offices  such  as  these.  When  laying  down 
this  principle  every  member  of  the  Liberal 
party,  every  member  of  this  House,  should  be 
extremely  careful.  Ministers  in  this  colony 
should  be  above  suspicion.  And,  in  regard  to 
the  Premier,  he  has  brought  this  motion  unon 
himself,  I  very  much  regret  to  say.  He  nas 
had  a  choice  to  make  between  his  own  pecuni- 
ary profit  and  the  credit  of  his  party.  He  has 
made  that  decision,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
decision  was  in  his  own  favour.  But  I  say  this : 
He  has  no  right,  because  he  has  chosen  for 
himself,  to  attempt  to  say  that  every  member 
of  the  party  shall  hold  this  same  opinion.  I 
say  we  are  perfectly  free  to  hold  whatever 
opinion  we  choose  on  the  subject,  and,  if  he  has 
brought  the  party  in  this  way  into  discredit,  he 
has  no  right  to  try  and  drag  us  by  the  heels  by 
'  making  it  a  party  question.  We  hear  a  good 
deal  by  members  about  voting  on  the  merits 
of  the  case.  We  hear  that  mostly  during  the 
recess.  I  have  not  heard  anything  about 
voting  on  the  merits  of  the  case  on  the 
(Government  side  on  this  question.  I  have 
alwavs  supported  the  principle  of  voting 
on  tne  merits  of  a  case,  and  in  this  case  I 
am  going  to  act  upon  it  now.  It  is  pretty 
well  known  I  am  going  to  support  the  amend- 
ment. That  is  known  in  consequence  of  the 
statements  made  from  the  caucus  the  other 
day.  I  regret  very  much  the  matter  has  come 
up— not  so  much  that  it  should  come  up,  but 
tiiat  the  Premier  should  have  placed  his  sup- 
Mr,  Montgomery 


porters  in  this  position.  If  it  were  not  made  a 
party  question — if  members  were  invited  by  the 
Premier  to  state  and  act  upon  their  individual 
opinion — there  would  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  any  honourable  member  how  this  division 
would  go.  But  it  is  not  that  way.  It  is  made 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and  many  mem- 
bers will  shelter  themselves  behind  the  cloak  of 
a  no-confidence  motion.  However,  every  man 
for  himself.  What  I  hold  to  be  one  of  the 
truest  principles  of  parliamentary  government 
I  am  going  to  support  with  my  vote  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — The  honourable  member  for 
Gaversham,  in  speaking  on  this  question,  said 
he  had  not  heard  it  mentioned  in  his  electorate 
during  the  whole  of  the  election  contest.  I 
cannot  say  the  same  of  my  electorate.  The 
issue  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  Christ- 
church  during  the  last  contest,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  was  a  man  or  woman  who  cast  a 
vote  for  myself  or  my  colleague  Mr.  Smith 
who  has  not  a  pretty  strong  opinion  on  the 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  Cabinet  Ministers 
should  occupy  positions  such  as  are  under  review 
by  this  House  to-night.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  constituents  of  the  senior  member  for  the 
city  hold  equally  strong  opinions,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  what  the  people  of 
Canterbury  think  on  this  particular  question. 
Before  I  speak  on  this  issue  I  want  to  say  that 
I  have  listened  to-night,  as  I  have  on  many 
nights  this  session,  to  repeated  references  to 
the  late  Mr.  Bal lance,  and  I  wish  to  express 
the  opinion  that  it  is  becoming  almost  inde- 
cent the  way  that  gentleman's  name  has  been 
bandied  about  the  House ;  it  is  dragged  in  on 
all  occasions  and  made  the  object  of  party 
strife,  and  with  no  other  purpose,  as  far  as  I 
can  see,  but  simply  to  cast  discredit  on  a  party 
or  upon  individuals.  The  question  I  want  to 
discuss  now  is  the  one  issue  before  the  House 
at  the  present  time.  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
that  it  had  been  decided  to  make  this  a  no- 
confidence  question.  I  want  to  analyse  it. 
How  is  it  a  no- confidence  question  ?  Does  it 
indicate  want  of  confidence  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  side  of  the  House?  Does  it 
indicate  want  of  confidence  in  the  adnunis- 
tration  of  the  Cabinet?  So  far  as  I  can 
see,  it  indicates  neither  one  nor  the  other.  It 
does  not  touch  the  actual  administration  of 
any  member  of  the  Cabinet,  nor  does  it  touch 
their  legislative  policy.  I  say  at  once  that  I 
stand  in  this  House  definitely  pledged  tooertain 
legislative  reforms,  but  I  have  an  absolntely 
free  hand  on  all  questions  of  morality  and 
questions  of  administration.  It  does  not  tonoh 
legislation  nor  administration.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  Government  in  making  it  a  no- 
confidence  motion  ?  It  is  simply  to  protect  the 
personality  of  the  Premier,  and  I  sun  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  that  is  a  sufficiently  good 
reason  for  making  this  a  party  question.  It 
has  been  said,  and  very  well  said,  by  the 
honourable  member  who  has  just  sat  down, 
that  if  an  open  vote  of  the  House  were 
taken  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  what  the 
result  of  it  would  be.    I  am  also  of  opinion  thai 
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if  ft  vote  were  taken  on  it  untrammelled  by 
party  oonsiderationB  there  would  be  a  tremen- 
dous majority  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  Opposition  have 
used  this  question  in  a  discreditable  manner. 
Let  OS  examine  it.     I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  Opposition  would  be  a  bit  more 
virtuous,  or  as  virtuous,  if  they  were  on  this 
side  of  the  House  than  are  the  members  of  the 
<3ovemment.    I  am  not  going  to  defend  the 
Opposition,  nor  say  a  wo^  for  them,  beoause 
we  know  how  colossal  the  Opposition  are  in 
virtue  when  they  are  in  opposition.    This  is  not 
a  question,  in  my  judgment,  as  to  whether  the 
amendment  was  moved  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Biocarton,  or  whether  it  was  moved  by 
a  member  on  this  side  of  the  House.    If  it  had 
not  been  moved  by  Mr.  Rolleston  it  would  have 
been  moved  by  some  one  on  this  side  of  the 
House;  and  I  venture  the  opinion  that  the 
Ftemier  would  in  any  case  have  made  it  a  no- 
confidence  motion.    He  seeks  protection  befaind 
the  majority  of  his  followers.    How  are  we  to 
express  an  opinion  in  this  Assembly  on  the 
actions  of    individual    Ministers    if  anything 
which  may  be  construed  into  a  reflection  on 
an  individual  Minister  is  to  be  made  a  party 
queetion,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  political 
machine  is  to  be  brought  to  bear  to  shield  the 
individual  Minister?     I  say  argument  after 
argument  has  been  piled  up  this  session  in 
fakvour  of  reform  of  our  parliamentary  inetitu- 
tion  itself.     We  have  been  going  on  for  five 
weeks  to-day,  and  what  have  we  done  ?    If  we 
had  gone  to  work  properly  we  might  now  have 
tzansacted  the  whole  business  of  the  country  and 
have  been  ready  to  go  to  our  respective  homes. 
Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  there  would  be 
no  objection,  or  slighter  objection,  to  the  Minis- 
ters occupying  positions  in    connection  with 
private  companies.    I  say  that  the  day  must 
come  when  we  must  pay  Cabinet  Ministers  a 
salary  that  will  enable  them  to  be  independent 
of  all  company  connections  of  any  kind,  for 
these  reasons:    The    honourable  member  for 
Mataura  made  reference  to  the  banking  legis- 
lation of  1894.    At  Ghristchurch,  when  running 
for  the  by-election,  in  February,  1896,  I  told 
the  people  that  hsd  I  been  in  the   House  I 
would  nave  opposed  the  banking   legislation 
from  start  to  finish  with  all  the  vigour  I  am 
possessed  of  ;  and,  further,  that  if  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  had  been  allowed  to  wind  up  its 
afiairs  three  years  ago  we  should  have  had  a 
period  of  prosperity  coming  upon  the  colony 
to-day  that  would  be  based  upon  a  real  solid 
basis,  and  a  measure  of  land-settlement  such 
as  we    shall  not  get  until  we  disband   the 
Assets  Board  altogether  and   bring  the  pro- 
perties into   the  market.     Why,  I  can  well 
believe  that  whilst  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
keep  one  property  upon  their  hands  unrealised 
there  will  be  an  Assets  Board.     That  is  per- 
fectly natural.     The  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  made  other  references  to  what  took 
place  in  1894,  and  I  make  no  apology  for  also 
mentioning  them,  for  this  reason :   I  think  if 
you    want   evidence    to  show  not  only  that 
Cabinet   Ministers  should  not  be   connected 


with  gold-mining  ssmdicates  whose  regulations 
and  the  conditions  of  whose  leases  ace  deter- 
mined by  the  Ministry,  if  you  want  an 
illustration  to  show  how  inexpedient  it  is  for 
Cabinet  Ministers  who  have  tremendous  power 
reposed  in  them  to  be  directors  even  of  private 
companies,  you  will  find  it  here.  On  the  80th 
June,  1894,  the  first  Banking  Act  was 
passed,  the  preamble  or  title  of  which  is  as 
follows:  **An  Act  to  guarantee  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  a  Special  Issue  of  Shares 
by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  the  Amount 
of  Two  Million  Pounds  Sterling."  Section  10 
reads: — 

**  Of  the  said  sum  of  two  million  pounds  so 
to  be  raised,  one  million  pounds  shall  be  at 
the  disposal  of  the  bank  for  use  in  its  ordinary 
business,  and  the  remaining  one  million 
pounds  shall  be  from  time  to  time  invested 
in  such  manner  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may 
approve,  or  as  may  be  provided  in  any  Act  or 
Acts  of  the  (General  Assembly." 

That  was  enacted  on  the  80th  June,  1894. 
It  was  a  4-per-cent.  loan.  On  the  18th  Octo- 
ber, 1894,  there  was  an  Act  passed  in  this 
Assembly  that,  at  the  time,  not  only  inside 
the  House  but  all  up  and  down  the  country, 
was  productive  of  much  mirth.  It  was  at  a 
time  when  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  was  in 
tbe  very  heyday  of  his  political  prosperity — 
when  this  side  of  the  House  at  his  bidding 
was  prepared  to  vote  that  black  was  white  and 
white  black,  and  when  they  were  prepared 
to  say  that  in  his  mouth  exaggerations  were 
no  exaggerations,  when,  in  fact,  we  were  as 
clay  in  the  hands  of  the  potter,  and  he  was  the 
potter.  On  the  14th  October  we  passed  an  Act 
called  the  New  Zealand  Consols  Act,  the 
preamble  to  which  reads  thus:  "An  Act  to 
afford  Facilities  for  the  Investment  of  Savings 
by  the  Creation  of  New  Zealand  Inscribed  Con- 
sols," and  subsection  (4),  section  7,  says, — 

"The  money  in  the  New  Zealand  Consols 
Account  shall  from  time  to  time  be  invested  in 
such  securities  as  the  Governor  in  Council  may 
authorise,  and  the  custody  of  all  such  securities 
shall  be  regulated  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Act." 

The  second  million  of  the  two  millions  was 
to  be  invested  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  might  approve,  or  as  may  be  pro- 
vided in  any  Act  or  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  the  New  Zealand  Consols 
were  to  be  invested  by  the  Governor  in 
Council,  which  is  just  another  way  of  saying 
by  the  Ministry  of  the  day.  Now,  in  be- 
tween those  dates  a  good  deal  happened.  The 
public  wondered  why  it  was  necessary  to  pro- 
vide further  facilities  for  the  people's  savings, 
they  had  the  Post-Ofiice  Savings-Bank  and  other 
agencies ;  and  in  a  good-humoured  way  the 
Bill  was  laughed  at.  But  there  was  a  reason 
for  the  Bill.  The  second  million  raised  by  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  under  our  guarantee, 
for  which  I  think  4  per  cent,  was  paid,  was 
to  be  invested  under  direction  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  and  £150,000  of  this  million  was 
invested  by  his  instructions  in  New  Zealand 
Consols  immediately  afterwards — how  soon  I 
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cannot  find  oat,  but  it  could  not  have  been  more 
than  a  lew  months,  or  perhaps  weeks  or  days. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — The  same  day  in  London. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  I  cannot  demonstrate 
that ;  but  in  a  very  short  time  the  £150,000 
was  lifted  out  of  the  CfOnsols  Fund  and  placed 
in  the  Colonial  Bank  at  8}  per  cent.  Now, 
why  ?  Well;  I  have  carefully  read  the  reports 
of  the  examination  of  the  late  Colonial  Trea- 
surer as  conducted  in  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Dunedin,  and  the  examination  of  the  directors 
of  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  I  have  come  to  this 
oonolusion :  that  at  the  time  this  £150,000  was 
manipulated  in  this  remarkable  manner  the 
Colonial  Bank  badly  wanted  money,  and  the 
private  affairs  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  badly 
wanted  bolstering  up.  And,  Sir,  we  want  no 
more  undoubted  instance,  if  my  judgment  is 
sound,  of  a  Cabinet  Minister  under  the  pressure 
of  his  relationship  with  a  private  company 
using  his  public  office  for  private  profit,  and  this 
is  why  to-night  I  shall  cast  my  vote  in  favour 
of  the  amendment ;  and  for  other  reasons. 
Some  of  the  reasons  are  these:  This  Anglo- 
Continental  Gk)ld  Syndicate  (Limited)— X  want 
honourable  members  to  notice  it  is  not  even  a 
mining  company — it  is  an  Anglo-Continental 
Gold  Syndicate  (Limited).  There  is  a  familiar 
sound  about  the  term;  I  have  seen  in  docu- 
ments brought  before  this  House  reference  to 
the  North  Qerman  Lloyds  Steamship  Company, 
the  Messageries  line  of  steamers,  and  another 
continental  **  fad  "  in  the  shape  of  a  protected 
beet-root  sugar  industry ;  the  Premier  has  come 
back  imbued  with  continental  ideas  generally. 
I  want  to  point  out  that  this  is  not  a  mining 
company  —  it  is  a  prospecting  company  pure 
and  simple.  The  Premier  laughs ;  but  I  ask  him 
whether  there  is  a  single  man  connected  with  it 
on  the  Advisory  Board  or  in  connection  with 
the  shareholders  in  London  who  has  ever  put 
pick  into  the  ground  with  a  view  of  unearthing 
the  treasure  buried  there  ?  It  is  a  gambling 
concern.  If  we  found  out  the  truth  it  is  com- 
posed largely  of  well-dressed,  over-fed  specula- 
tors, who  are  not  overburdened  with  morality 
so  far  as  commercial  transactions  are  con- 
cerned. If  we  could  find  out  what  is  behind  it, 
the  typical  *'  fat  man  "  is  behind  it,  not  the 
working  miner.  The  working  miner  on  the 
West  (k)ast  has  been  already  compelled  to  feel 
the  power  of  these  philanthropic  gentlemen 
who  are  mixed  up  with  another  mining  concern 
— the  Consolidated  Qk>ldfields  Company — not 
the  Anglo-Continental ;  already  they  have  had 
to  be  dictated  to  by  Mr.  Ziman  as  to  the  rate 
of  wages  they  shall  have  by  his  favour.  Sir, 
we  have  these  men  coming  and  monopolising 
for  long  terms  the  very  best  areas  of  our 
mineral  lands ;  and  it  is  a  public  scandal 
that  we  should  encourage  them  in  this.     If 

.  n  Q  it  is  such  a  good  thing— if  it  is  such 
a  magnificent  thing — to  encourage  the 
advent  of  this  class  of  investors,  why  should 
not  the  colony  directly  seize  upon  the  mineral 
Wealth  that  these  men  are  trying  to  seize 
upon  ?  I  will  tell  you  why  we  do  not  work  our 
own  mineral  wealth.  In  the  issue  of  the  New 
Zealand  Mines  Record^  dated  16th  September, 
Afr.  Taylor 


we  have  a  list  of  British  investments  in  New 
Zealand  mines,  and  I  notice  that  the  sab- 
scribed  capital  for  all  these  companies  aotaaily 
amounts  to  £12,628,700.  Now,  does  anybody 
believe  that  there  are  £12,628,000  being  honestly 
invested  in  mining  enterprise  in  New  Zealand 
by  these  companies  ?  The  fact  is  that  at  least 
50  per  cent,  of  the  recent  mining  development 
is  a  huge  swindle  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
more  than  half  the  energies  of  the  companies 
concerned  are  not  directed  to  disemboweUing 
the  wealth  of  the  colony,  but  are  directed 
to  fioating  concerns  that  they  do  not  intend 
to  hang  on  to.  They  intend  to  inflate  their 
values  and  sell  their  shares.  They  are  not 
gold- mining  companies  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  word ;  they  do  not  care  if  they  never  see 
an  ounce  of  gold  in  its  naked  state,  but  they 
are  particularly  anxious  to  work  this  gold- 
mining  boom  for  all  it  is  worth,  and  to  them 
it  is  indeed  a  veritable  gold  syndicate,  but  not 
a  gold-mining  syndicate.  I  say  it  is  absurd  to 
suppose  that  £12,628,700  has  been  invested  in 
legitimate  mining  by  these  companies.  The 
Premier  smiled  when  I  said  the  Anglo-Conti- 
nental Gold  Syndicate  (Limited)  was  not  a 
bond  fide  mining  company.  Now,  I  know  as 
a  fact  that  it  is  now  working  options  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony,  but  the  Premier 
will  not  tell  this  House  that  this  company 
intends  to  do  anything  else  but  to  find  spots 
that  are  calculated  to  give  returns  —  assay 
returns — sufficiently  good  to  justify  the  Anglo- 
Continental  Gold  Syndicate  (Limited),  mo- 
ated in  Austin  Friars,  London,  floating  their 
ventures  on  to  other  people.  They  do  not 
intend  to  mine  their  holdings ;  the  last  thing 
in  the  world  that  they  intend  to  do  is  bond  fide 
mining.  Why,  Sir,  two  hours'  bond  fide  mining 
would  kill  the  stoutest  director  on  the  Anglo- 
ContinentiJ  Gold  Syndicate  (Limited) ;  honest 
work  is  the  very  last  thing  these  men  think  of, 
and  I  say  it  is  a  sorry  day  for  New  Zealand 
when  the  very  best  eneigies  of  the  colony 
should  be  directed  towards  the  encoara|(Bment 
of  a  set  of  men  who  neither  toil  nor  ram,  and 
yet  are  clothed  in  a  manner  that  even  Solomon 
in  all  his  glory  was  never  clothed  in.  Now,  we 
have  in  Australia  quite  recently  reasons  for 
looking  at  this  matter  very  carefully.  On  the 
other  side  there  has  been  a  protracted  labour 
struggle  between  the  employes  in  the  Went- 
worth  Company's  mines  at  Luoknow  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  mines  at  Lucknow.  The 
men,  on  the  very  best  evidence,  have  been  sub- 
jected to  unfair  conditions  as  far  as  the  hows 
of  labour  and  the  rates  of  pay  are  oonoemed, 
and  they  have  been  the  victims  of  the  most  foul 
sanitary  conditions  in  these  mines.  I  want  to 
remind  the  House,  Sir,  that  the  Ministry  in 
connection  with  the  mining  matters  of  this 
colony  determine  the  conditions  that  shall 
surround  mining,  and  very  largely  the  conoes- 
sions  that  shall  be  made  to  the  various  com- 
panies. There  is  a  telegram  in  to-night's  paper 
to  this  effect : — 

"  Sydney,  this  day. 
*'  The  strikers  at  the  Wentworth  Mine,  Look- 
now,   are    disheartened   at  the   surface-men 
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ntoznlng  to  work,  and  the  ■eoretary  of  the 
strike  states  that  probably  the  strike  will  be 
declared  off  in  a  few  days.  The  Minister  of 
Mines,  in  a  letter  to  the  Grown  Solioitor,  takes 
eioeption  to  the  action  of  the  Warden  in  grant- 
ing a  sospension  of  the  labour  conditions,  and 
says  the  rates  of  wages  and  the  conditions 
midsr  which  the  miners  have  to  work  are  not 
the  cause  that  make  the  mine  unworkable. 
The  wages  and  conditions  mast  be  relegated  to 
the  Minister  for  decision." 

WeU,  Sir,  the  men  who  have  been  looked  out 
by  this  foreign  syndicate — ^and  the  Luolmow 
mines  are  not  owned  in  New  South  Wales,  but 
abroad, — these  workmen  who  have  been  work- 
ing under  unhealthy  conditions  have  taken  more 
than  three  million  pounds'  worth  of  gold  out 
of  the  mines  for  their  masters  at  the  other  end 
of  the  world,  only  to  find  as  a  reward  for  their 
labours  that  they  have  enriched  their  masters, 
end  the  masters  treat  them  as  do^s,  and  refuse 
either  to  pay  them  well  or  to  give  them  the 
conditions  that  ought  to  obtain^  in  that  mine 
from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  *  Now,  in  this 
colony,  the  men  on  the  West  Coast  have  already 
felt  the  pinch.  I  speak  with  feeling  on  this 
matter.  I  know  a  number  of  them,  and  even 
in  my  boyhood  I  remember  the  life  of  a 
coal- miner  in  the  north  of  England.  I  can 
remember  the  kind  of  life  and  the  condi- 
tions stirrounding  their  homes,  and  I  say 
there  is  no  class  of  men  who  carry  their  lives 
in  their  hands  so  constantly  as  do  gold-miners 
and  coal-miners,  and  there  is  no  class  of  men 
whom  this  House  ought  to  seek  to  protect 
more  than  those  two  particular  classes.  We 
have  in  the  Mines  Record  for  October  a 
speech  delivered  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier  of 
New  Zealand  on  mining,  before  a  representa- 
tife  audience  of  Oity  men  assembleid  at  the 
Cumon  Street  Hotel  in  July  last ;  and  I  am 
going  to  quote  from  this  to  show  how  the 
Premier  has  been  speaking  to  the  capitalists 
of  London  in  connection  with  New  Zealand 
mining. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— Misreported. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— No,  he  is  not  misreported, 
because  the  report,  being  published  in  the  Qo- 
femment  mining  gazette,  must  have  been  re- 
^incd  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himself. 
The  Premier  said,  *'  I  am  speaking  as  one  who 
has  a  thorough  knowledge,  noth  practical  and 
technical,  of  the  subjects  that  I  deal  with." 
I  have  always  thought  that  if  a  man  had  a 
practical  education  he  had  a  technical  educa- 
tion, but  he  has  a  double  knowledge  if  he  has 
^tti  a  technical  and  a  practical  knowledge. 
Then,  he  says, — 

**  But  if  yon  look  at  the  regulations  you  will 
find  where  special  provision  has  been  made  for 
application  to  the  Wardens  and  to  the  Courts 
^r  renewals.  Every  facility  is  given,  and 
woQgh  it  is  not  mandatory,  yet  I  would  say, 
from  a  careful  perusal  of  the  law,  and  from 
^lurty  years*  experience  on  the  goldfields,  that 
H  is  absolutely  directory  that  where  there  has 
been  a  bond  fide  expenditure  of  money  and 
forking  of  rights  and  the  time  has  expired — 
twenty-one   yean,  or  whatever  it  may  be — 
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whether  it  may  be  for  water-rights,  work  on 
alluvial,  or  quartz  rights,  it  is  absolutely  direc- 
tory that  there  should  be  a  renewal,  and  I  fee) 
satisfied  myself  in  saying  to  you  that,  subject 
to  these  conditions  and  regulations  that  are 
therein  imposed,  you  need  not  fear,  if  you  do 
your  share,  as  to  your  rights  being  renewed 
when  the  time  for  which  they  are  now  granted 
expires." 

WeU,  Sir,  I  want  to  sav  in  that  connection 
that  we  ought  to  have  the  same  right  as  a- 
colony,  after  the  term  has  expired  for  which  a^ 
mining  lease  has  been  granted,  that  the  munici- 
palities have  in  connection  with  conoessione 
granted  to  tramways  or  water  companies  ~wo 
ought  to  have  the  right  to  compulsorily  resume 
possession  of  mining  areas  on  payment  of 
valuation  for  any  improvements. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— After  giving  them  the  rights 
vou  cannot  take  them  away  again ;  it  would 
be  repudiation,  and  with  it  would  come  the* 
honest  condemnation  of  all  right-thinking 
men.  Yon  would  need  to  alter  the  law  to 
meet  oases  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— If  you  give  the  right  for 
twenty-one  years,  then  at  the  end  of  twenty-one 
years  the  right  has  ceased  to  exist. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  not  under  the  present 
law. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  all  I  can  say  is  this  : 
There  should  be  another  law  to  govern  this. 
There  is  another  description  of  privilege  granted 
by  the  public.  In  connection  with  licensing — 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  my- 
self know  a  good  deal  about  licensing  matters — 
we  ^rant  a  concession  there  to  men  who  invest 
their  money  in  buildings  and  land ;  but,  at  the 
end  of  the  term,  notwithstanding  the  extent  of 
the  investment,  if  the  public  decide  to  with- 
draw the  concession,  or  refuse  to  renew  it, 
then  the  investment  falls  to  the  ground.  I 
would  be  even  more  liberal  'with  a  mining  in- 
vestment than  I  would  be  with  the  one  I  refer 
to ;  but,  I  say.  Sir,  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
who  are  coming  after  us,  to  nart  in  perpetuity 
with  the  mineral  wealth  of  this  colony  to  any 
company  is  to  commit  sin  against  our  pos- 
terity. Then,  the  Premier  goes  on  to  say, 
"  Some  have  said  that  the  labour  conditions 
are  too  severe. "  And  then  he  refers  to  the  labour 
conditions.  He  tells  us  how  **  wild-cat  "  mines 
are  floated.  We  all  know  how  they  are  floated ; 
but  we  cannot  do  better  than  see  what  the 
Premier  told  the  London  capitalists : — 

.**  I  have  found — and  I  know  it  exists  now  in 
our  colony — that,  whereas  in  some  cases  com- 
panies have  been  formed,  capital  has  been 
invested,  and  you  are  going  on  sinking  shafts, 
driving  tunnels,  erecting  machinery  for  crush- 
ing, and  spending  large  sums  of  money  to 
develop  the  piece  of  land  that  you  hold  and 
upon  which  these  conditions  are  imposed,  in 
other  cases  there  are  a  number  of  men  who 
have  done  nothing  more  than  put  in  four  pegs, 
bits  of  wood — a  day's  work— and  on  the  strength 
of  your  money  and  your  expenditure  they  are 
waiting  there  with  these  wild- cat  speoulauons. 
If  you  strike  a  lode  going  in  their  direction  all 
the  claims  on  that  line  immediately  become  of 
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Seat  ▼alae,  and  they  have  some  one  here  in 
sndon  to  whom  a  cable  is  sent,  *  Gold  struck 
in  such-and-such  a  claim ;  we  are  in  the  same 
line.  Raise  the  price  £20,000.'  (Laughter.) 
'Well,  do  you  think  it  is  right  to  allow  that 
state  of  things  to  exist  ?  No  ;  and  if  there  are 
•cases  where  men  mark  out  large  tracts  of  auri- 
ferous lands  and  hold  under  these  conditions, 
it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  bond  fide  investor 
cmd  capitalist  that  these  men  should  be  made 
to  do  what  you  are  doing,  or  otherwise  you 
fiufier,  and  they  make  money  at  your  expense.'' 

I  want  to  know  why  there  should  not  be 
labour  conditions  attaching  to  these  '*  wild- 
oat  "  claims. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— So  there  are. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.--If  there  are  they  should  be 
atrictly  enforced. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— So  they  are. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  thought  some  one  would 
«tep  in  here.  If  they  are  enforced  there  can  be 
no  claims  in  Kew  Zealand  that  will  tally  with 
the  description  laid  down  by  the  Premier  in 
this  article— '*  where  four  pegs  have  only  been 
stuck  in  and  nothing  else  done." 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— You  do  not  under- 
fltand  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  think  I  do  understand  it; 
but  there  are  some  things  I  do  not  understand. 
I  do  not  understand  how  any  member  of  Parlia- 
ment could  accept  a  position  of  profit  in  one  of 
these  companies  we  are  discussing  to-night. 
Now,  the  Premier  goes  on  to  speak  about  how 
these  conditions  are  evaded  or  modified.  He 
flays,— 

'*  In  reference  to  the  bond  fide  occupier,  the 
man  who  works  his  mine,  or  who  cannot 
work  it,  but  is  ordering  machinery,  or  the  man 
who  is  driving  his  tunnels  or  sinking  his  shafts 
with  the  view  of  testing  his  mine,  though  a 
•certain  number  of  men  should  be  employed  ac- 
cording to  che  conditions,  when  the  mine  is  in 
full  work  there  is  power  given  to  the  local 
inspector  to  hold  over  those  conditions.  Or,  if 
you  want  to  go  further,  you  go  to  the  Warden, 
and  he  has  power  also  to  suspend  the  labour 
conditions.  Or,  if  you  want  to  go  further  than 
that,  you  go  to  thefountain-heaid,  the  Minister, 
if  you  want  a  much  longer  period  than  the 
Warden  can  grant,  and  be  has  power  to  grant 
It" 

And  that  is  the  pith  of  the  whole  thing.  The 
Premier  himself  has  indicated  a  method  by 
which  such  a  concern  as  the  Anglo-Continental 
Syndicate  could  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the 
Minister  himself.  If  you  cannot  get  it  through 
the  Warden,  then  you  go  to  the  Minister.  Now, 
I  say  there  is  the  danger  attaching  to  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  Premier.  But  he  goes  on 
further,  and  he  sounded  a  note  that  I  regard 
as  being  distinctly  disloyal  to  this  colony.  I 
am  not  going  to  say  here  to-night  what  I  think 
on  the  land-nationalisation  question,  but  I  am 
going  to  say  this :  it  is  the  sneerest  folly  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  people  who  are  here  to- 
•day,  and  the  standpoint  of  those  who  are  going 
to  grow  up  after  we  are  gone,  to  urge  these 
aliens  to  come  here  and  to  monopolize  the 
mineral  wealth  Nature  has  blessed  this  colony 
Mr.  Taylor 


with.  The  Premier  further  told  his  capitalistio 
friends, — 

*'  We  have  in  our  colony,  both  in  the  Sooth 
Island  and  North  Island,  very  large  deposits  of 
ooal.  We  have  been  told  that  at  the  rate  yoQ 
are  going  on  now  in  the  Mother-country  yon 
will  not  be  long  before  you  run  short  of  this 
commodity,  and,  if  that  should  prove  to  be  the 
case,  New  Zealand  is  to  be  the  place  that  will 
supply  the  world  with  ooal.  Should  that  be 
so,  although  it  will  be  a  very  regrettable 
matter  if  your  deposits  run  out,  still,  yoa  will 
be  better  pleased,  I  suppose,  to  have  your  ooal 
from  one  of  your  own  colonies  than  to  get  it 
from  foreign  nations." 

Now,  the  Premier  blows  both  hot  and  cold. 
Why  should  they  not  get  it  from  foreign  nations 
if  he  is  going  to  ask  foreign  nations  to  oskrzy 
our  produce,  and  we  coddle  foreign  syndicates 
when  it  pleases  us?  I  want  to  know  why 
England  should  not  bring  her  coal  from  Ger- 
many, or  from  China,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  There  is  faulty  logic  there.  Then 
there  is  one  other  clause,  and  I  have  done  with 
the  speech.  It  is  a  clause  full  of  stgnificanoe, 
but  a  clause  the  significance  of  which  probably 
depends  on  the  application  you  make  of  it.  I 
have  looked  at  it  a  good  many  times;  I  am 
looking  at  it  now,  and  I  do  not  know  ezaody 
what  construction  to  put  upon  it.  It  reads, 
*'  We  have  wonderful  facilities  in  this  ooantry, 
and  we  are  utilising  them  to  the  beat  ad- 
vantage." Now,  that  is  a  curious  sentence, 
and  I  could  read  a  good  many  meanings  into 
it :  *'  We  have  wonderful  facilities  in  this 
country,  and  we  are  utilising  them  to  the 
best  advantage."  So  some  of  us  are.  And 
this  amendment  tonight  is  calculated  to 
take  away  some  of  the  facilities  that  are  being 
used  now,  in  my  judgment,  unfcdrly.  There 
is  another  serious  aspect  to  this  matter. 
We  have,  as  has  already  been  said,  these 
foreign  companies  coming  here,  and  they  ate 
not  ascertaining,  as  poorer  men  have  Shsoez- 
tained,  by  laborious  prospecting  methods  the 
value  of  the  land  that  they  are  going  to  operate 
upon.  They  do  not  take  their  coats  off,  but 
they  come  along  and  seize  upon  the  men  who 
have  been  trained  by  this  colony,  who  have 
specialised  knowledge  gleaned  at  our  expense. 
This  harmonizes  with  their  principle,  for  they 
neither  toil  nor  spin.  It  is  astounding  to  find 
the  Premier  taking  these  men  into  such  a 
warm  embrace,  when  upon  the  platforms  of  the 
colony  he  has  exerted  his  tremendous  long- 
power  in  trying  to  convince  the  working-men 
he  is  their  saviour.  But  there  are  these  men 
coming  here,  and  they  do  not  toil  to  find  out 
the  value  of  the  land  they  take  up  ;  they  do 
not  go  to  any  trouble  ;  they  simply,  by  a 
judicious  expenditure  of  money,  seize  upon  the 
men  whose  knowledge  has  been  acquired  at 
our  expense,  and  they  go  straight  down  to  the 
finest  bits  of  country.  I  do  not  blame  them. 
It  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  method,  and  it  is 
quite  in  accord  with  the  class  of  gentlemen 
who,  I  should  think,  comprise  very  largely  the 
Anglo-Continental  Gold  Syndicate.  That  teim. 
Sir,  has  a  peculiar  fascination  for  me.     In 
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imagination  I  see  thiee  golden  baUs  hanging  up 
oofidde  that  office  in  Austin  Frian,  in  London, 
and  a  large  number  of  well-olad  men  with  well- 
bruBhed  looks  and  fat  cigars  in  their  mouths 
— theproTerbial  **fatmen."    I  see  these  men 
come  here  and  take  Mr.  Gk>rdon,  late  Gk>yern- 
ment  Inspecting  Engineer.    Mr.  Gordon  was 
worth  money  to  them.    And  upon  the  prin- 
ciples  upon    which    they   took    Mr.    Gbrdon 
they  took  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  also: 
He  was  worth  money  to  them.    Now,  Sir,  when 
I  was  before  my  oonstitnents  I  spoke  strongly 
on  this  matter,  and  I  am  not  going  to  speak  any 
less  dearly  in  this  House  upon  it.    Then  we 
have,  Sir,  in    coxmeotion  with  another  com- 
pany— the  (Consolidated  Qoldfields  Company — 
another  gentleman    who    had  special  official 
weight  acquired  from  the  people  of  this  colony. 
I  refer  to  the  late  Agent-General,  Sir  Westby 
Brook  Perceval.    We  find  he  has  been  per- 
suaded into  the  service  of  another  large  syndi- 
cate ;  and  so  on  it  goes.    Now,  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  control  building  societies  or  mer- 
cantile companies.    I  raise  no  objection,  as 
ofeher   members    have    already    said,    to    any 
Minister  oocupying  a  position  in  connection 
with  a  commercial  company ;    but,  while  I 
remain  in  this  House,  I  shall  keep  a  very 
dose  eye  upon  any  members  of  the  Cabinet 
who  have  such  connections,  more  particularly 
if  legislation  affecting  private  companies  comes 
before  this  House.    Sir,  the  Premier  is  really 
tiying  to  convert  the  Liberal  party    into    a 
machine  that  shall  affirm  that  it  is  in  the 
beat  interests  of  the  workers — I  mean  the  pro- 
ducers of  this  colony — that  he  should  be  offici- 
ally connected  with  the  Anglo-Continental  Gold 
Syndicate.    And,  Sir,  as  representing  an  indus- 
trial population,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  I 
think  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  workers 
that  the  Premier  should  be  there.    I  am  not 
in  the  habit  of  railing  against  the  ordinary 
capitalist  who  puts  his  money  into  a  manu- 
facturing industry,    because    I   believe    there 
should  be  actual  and  active  co-operation  be- 
tween   capital   and    labour    in    tnese   indns- 
triea;    but  there  is    no   comparison.   Sir,  be- 
tween the  capitalists  involved  in  the  Anglo- 
Continental  Gold  Syndicate  (Limited)  and  the 
average  investor  in  industrial  concerns.    You 
-cannot  draw  a  parallel  between  the  men.    In 
the  one  case   they  are    busy  manufacturing 
something  for  the  comfort,  use,  or  utility  of 
the  people,  while  in  the  other  case  they  are 
engaged  very  largely  in  methods  of  acquir- 
ing wealth   that  would  disgrace  the  Sydney 
"  spieler."    That  is  the  position ;  and  I  am  not 
going  to  give  a  vote  to-night  which  I  would 
have  to  go  back  to  Christchuroh  and  tell  the 
people  waa  equivalent  to  declaring  that  in  my 
judgment  it  waa  a  good  thing  for  the  workers  of 
this  colony  to  have  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man connected  with  this  particular  company. 
And  I  say,  emphatically,  that  the  Premier  of 
this  oolony  is  a  trustee  of  national  interests. 
What  would  you  think  if  a  trustee  in  a  private 
capacity  went  into  partnership  with  somebody 
who  wanted  to  buy  properties  that  he  held  in 
trust  ?    Why,  you  cannot  conceive  such  a  oon- 


dition  of  things.  It  is  utterly  incomprehensible 
that  such  a  state  of  things  should  exist  in 
connection  with  an  honest  man.  One  other 
thing  and  I  am  done.  The  Premier  durixig  the 
last  forty-eight  hours  asked  in  a  very  plaintive 
voioe  what  he  should  do  if  he  relinquished  his 
connection  with  this  particular  concern  and 
lost  his  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— I  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.^Well,  Sir,  I  apologize,  but  it 
is  so  reported.  Fortunately  for  him,  I  was  on 
the  high  seas  at  the  time  the  remark  is  alleged 
to  have  been  uttered  in  the  caucus,  and,  al- 
though recent  investigation  in  connection  with 
electricity  haa  discovered  acme  method  of 
tranamitting  telegraph  meaaages  without  the 
flud  of  wirea,  I  am  not  aware  that  there  waa 
any  connection  between  the  ateamer  I  waa  on 
the  day  before  yesterday  and  thia  Houae,  ao  I 
cannot  poaaibly  know  what  the  Premier  aaid ; 
but  the  Premier,  Sir,  haa  aaid  identically  the 
aame  thing — perhapa  not  in  the  aame  worda — 
upon  a  public  platform  in  Chriatchurch.  Why 
ahould  he  be  compelled  to  give  up  his  private 
buaineaa?  I  am  going  to  tell  him.  Becauae 
the  lucrative  poaitiona  that  he  now  holda  are  not 
hia — they  belong  to  the  colony ;  and  I  will  prove 
it  up  to  the  hilt.  The  honourable  gentleman 
saya,  if  he  waa  not  Premier,  if  he  givea  thia  syn- 
dicate up  and  then  loaes  the  Premierahip,  he 
haa  loat  hia  buaineaa.  Why,  Sir,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  still  hold  his  po- 
sition on  the  Assets  Board,  £250  per  annum, 
and,  if  he  is  aa  astute  as  we  reckon  he  is,  that 
will  last  for  hia  lifetime.  Then,  Sir,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  if  he  loaea  hia  poaition  on 
the  Treasury  benches,  would  in  all  probability 
atill  be  returned  to  thia  Houae  by  his  oonatitu- 
enta,  and  he  would  then  have  another  £240, 
making  £490  a  year.  And,  although  I  cannot 
pretend  to  know  much  about  the  businesa 
carried  on  by  the  honourable  gentleman  be- 
fore he  became  a  politician,  I  ahould  be 
very  much  aurprised  to  learn  that  he  waa  in 
receipt  of  a  much  larger  income  before  he 
entered  political  life  than  £490  a  year.  So 
that,  if  he  loaea  the  poaition  be  now  oocupiea, 
and  had  resigned  the  lucrative  position  in  con- 
nection with  the  Anglo-Continental  Gold  Syn- 
dicate Company  (Limited),  he  would  still  be 
pretty  well  off — he  would  be  by  no  means  a 
poor  man— unlesB  he  haa  contracted  very  ex- 
penaive  habita  since  he  became  connected  with 
the  gentlemen  who  are  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Anglo-Continental  Gold  Syndicate  Com- 
pany (Limited).  One  other  point,  and  I  have 
done.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  asked 
the  Houae  and  the  country  to  believe  that  he 
would  have  been  on  the  advisory  board  if  he 
never  had  been  Premier.  Would  he  t  Surely, 
Sir,  if  thia  is  true,  even  if  he  relinquished 
the  poaition  of  an  advisory  director,  if  he  lost 
his  position  aa  Premier  in  thia  Houae,  if  there 
ia  ia  peculiar  value  attaching  to  the  know- 
ledge that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
haa  acquired  aa  a  mining  expert — although  I 
waa  alwaya  under  the  impreaaion  that  he  waa 
not  engaged  in  mining  so  far  as  the  bowela  of 
the  earth  are  concerned  prior  to  coming  into 
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this  Hoase—I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  right  honoarable  gentleman  was  engaged 
in  a  much  less  laborious  business— but  that 
is  neither  here  nor  there, — if  he  gives  up  these 
two  positions,  then,  Sir,  if  there  is  any  special 
▼alue  attaching  to  the  knowledge  of  mming  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  has,  these  Anglo- 
Continental  companies  in  London  will  search 
him  out  and  will  find  him,  Sir.  A  man 
of  such  gigantic  experience,  and  such  a  wide 
knowledge  of  mining  affairs,  they  will  find  out 
if  he  hides  in  the  very  centre  of  the  West  Coast 
forests.  Why,  Sir?  Because  he  is  a  mining 
advocate  of  thirty  years'  experience^  and  they 
must  have  that  experience.  They  do  not  care 
a  bit  about  the  Premiership  and  the  official 
positions  1  Why,  Sir,  the  gentleman's  official 
position  is  the  only  one  thing  that  counts  in 
the  estimation  of  these  men.  Do  not  we  know 
— we  are  not  children  in  these  matters— do  not 
we  know  that  there  are  hundreds  of  bogus 
companies  of  all  sorts  floated  in  England  every 
year  on  the  strength  of  some  wretched  aristo- 
cratic title  owned  by  a  man  who  has  not  got  a 
single  cent  in  his  pocket,  and  who  has  not  got 
much  reputation  ?  But  the  title  is  what  does  it. 
Sir.  And  I  venture  the  opinion  that  the  gentle- 
men who  first  sought  the  services  of  the  Premier 
aH  one  of  their  co-directors — if  he  were  not 
Premier  tomorrow  their  friendship  would  cool 
off,  and  if  another  man  became  Premier  they 
would  make  efforts  to  have  him  placed  upon 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Anglo-Continental 
Gold  Syndicate  (Limited).  There  is  no  pre- 
tence at  mining,  none  whatever.  Well,  Sir, 
that  is  all  I  want  to  say,  with  one  exception. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier,  whilst  a  gentleman  was 
speaking  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  re- 
ferring to  certain  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  said,  "They  are  coming  over  to  you, 
and  you  are  welcome."  Now,  he  never  made  a 
greater  mistake  in  his  life.  This  is  my  side  of 
the  House.  I  represenc  a  large  number  of 
men  who  work  as  bard  with  their  hands  for  a 
living  as  I  have  to  work  with  my  head  for  a 
living,  and  I  believe  both  my  constituents 
and  myself  run  on  pretty  straight  lines  in 
getting  that  living.  And,  Sir,  I  stop  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  I  am  like  the  Irishman 
who,  when  his  master  tried  to  dismiss  him,  and 
tried  to  insist  that  he  should  go,  said,  if  his 
master  did  not  know  when  he  had  got  a  good 
servant,  he  knew  when  he  had  got  a  good 
master.  And  I  challenge  the  Premier,  nor  will 
I  allow  him  to  tell  me  what  shall  constitute 
Liberalism.  Liberalism,  Sir,  if  things  go  on  as 
now  on  this  side  of  the  House,  will  be  a 
synonymous  term  for  looting  in  the  course  of 
a  short  time ;  and  I  stand  here  and  say  that  in 
a  very  short  time,  if  things  go  on  as  now, 
the  very  class  of  men  that  the  Premier  is 
always  holding  up  as  a  bogey  to  this  side 
of  the  House,  the  Conservatives,  will  be  in 
power  in  this  country,  not  by  virtue  of 
their  political  policy,  not  by  virtue  of  their 
superior  morality,  perhaps,  but  by  virtue  of  the 
faut  that  the  Premier's  connection  with  the 
Anglo-Continental  Qold  Syndicate  (Limited), 
and  the  acts  of  administration  of  which  the 
Mr,  Taylor 


Cabinet  have  been  guilty  in  the  past  few  yean,, 
are  undermining  surely  and  stoEulily  the  very 
foundation  of  the  popular  cause  in  this  oolocy. 
And  the  Premier  is  bringing  down  into  the 
very  dust  a  party  which  he  is  always  pco- 
fessing  to  have  such  a  deep  regard  for;  and 
we  are  in  his  power — he  has  no  mercy 
for  us  when  he  has  a  willing  majority.  But  I 
sa^  I  will  myself,  while  I  am  a  member  of 
this  House,  vote  for  what  I  believe  to  be  rights 
without  any  regard  to  party  dictatorship;  and 
on  this  question  I  have  no  shadow  of  doubt  ss 
to  how  I  shall  cast  my  vote.  There  is  a  prin- 
ciple involved  in  it.  It  has  been  well  put  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  and  other 
speakers ;  and  I  would  not  be  the  man,  repre- 
senting the  Liberal  cause,  to  go  back  to  my 
oonsutuents  and  declare,  in  my  best  judgment,, 
the  Premier's  connection  with  such  a  concern 
as  the  Anglo-Continental-  Gold  Syndicate  (li- 
mited) is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  men  and 
women  of  the  colony  who  are  the  bona  fidi 
workers. 

Mr.  SLIGG-rMr.  Speaker,  I  had  very  little 
intention  of  addressing  the  House  perhaps  for 
some  time  to  come,  but,  as  you.  Sir,  and  this 
honourable  House  are  aware,  I  am  the  latest 
elected  member  to  this  honourable  House,  end 
have  consequently  had  the  opportunity  of  feel- 
ing the  pulse  of  the  constituency  who  did  me  the 
honour  of  electing  me  on  this  particular  sub- 
ject especially.  And  I  do  not  hesitate  to  sav, 
Sir,  that  the  strong  deliverances  which  I  made 
in  connection  with  the  amendment  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ricoarton  (Mr.  Bd- 
leston)  had  a  very  large  influence  in  winning 
my  election.  I  may  say,  in  connection  with  the 
winning  of  that  election,  before  going  further, 
that  the  Premier,  in  telegraphing  to  Dnnedin 
that  the  splitting  of  the  Liberal  vote  had 
won  the  election  for  myself,  was  expressiiig 
an  altogether  false  and  erroneous  idea.  I 
should  have  won  that  election,  and  won  it 
with  a  larger  majority,  had  no  other  candidate 
but  the  Government  candidate  been  in  the 
field.  X  had  little  intention  of  addressing 
myself  to  the  general  questions  raised  in 
connection  with  the  Financial  Statement, 
but  there  is  one  point  in  connection  with 
the  Statement  which  has  been  mentioned— 
namely,  the  question  of  maladministsatioD 
by  the  Ministry  of  the  day.  And  I  maintain 
that  this  position  held  by  the  Premier  as  a 
director  of  the  Anglo-Continental  Sjmdtcake 
is  not  a  right  one.  I  say,  in  conneotion  with 
that  appointment,  that  the  Premier  holds  in 
his  hands  the  possibilities  of  greater  mal- 
administration than  one  can  poesibly  imsr 
gine  in  almost  any  other  direction.  I  say 
that  the  danger  to  the  colony  and  to  the 
colony's  affairs  is  very,  very  great  in 
that  direction.  The  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  said  that  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
colony  do  not  care  a  straw  how  many  ofiSces 
the  Premier  holds.  My  experience  during  A» 
recent  election  is  widely  different  from  tiiat 
honourable  gentleman's  ideas,  for  on  every 
occasion  on  which  I  addressed  a  meeting  in  con- 
nection with  my  candidature  I  dwelt  strongly 
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upon  this  matter,  and  the  sympathies  of  every 
meeting  were  entirely  with  me  in  this  oonneo- 
iion.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  men  of 
i^  shades  of  opinion  throaghoat  the  oolony» 
whether  they  are  so-called  Liberals,  Conserva- 
tives, Ministerialists,  or  Oppositionists — ^I  say 
the  great  majority  of  the  thinking  men  and 
women  of  the  oolony  are  strongly  opposed  to  the 
Premier  holding  this  position  ;  and  I  say  that 
it  is  high  time  that  this  House  spoke  with  no 
uncertain  sound  with  reference  ko  the  holding 
of  suoh  appointments  by  a  gentleman  occupy- 
ing such  an  important  position  as  does  the 
Pnmier  of  the  colony.  There  is  one  word 
which  I  would  like  to  say  in  connection  with 
the  Police  Force,  and  the  Commission  set  up  to 
inquire  into  that  department.  Had  I  been  a 
member  of  the  House  at  the  time  this  matter 
came  up  I  may  say  in  passing  that  I  would 
have  strongly  opposed  the  setting-up  of  the 
Commission.  I  consider  it  simply  ridiculous 
that  a  new  head  to  the  Police  Department 
should  have  been  brought  from  Scotland  Yard, 
•and  that  before  he  commenced  his  duties  a 
Boyal  Commission  should  have  been  set  up  to 
inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  Police 
Force.  I  think  that  gentleman  should  have 
been  allowed  to  take  up  his  position,  and  if 
he  did  not  satisfy  the  colony  and  put  these 
matters  right,  then,  I  say,  would  have  been 
■the  time  to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  police. 
One  word  as  to  the  local  bodies'  sinking  funds : 
Government  supporters  have  expressed  their 
approbation  at  the  Government  having  de* 
clMred  tiieir  intention  to  tie  their  own  hands  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  Well,  Sir,  I  have 
only  three  words  to  say  about  that  matter. 
Surely  that  is  a  trumpet-tongued  admission 
that  what  they  have  done  in  the  past  is  all 
wrong,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  done. 
Another  question,  Sir,  in  respect  of  which  I 
will  say  a  few  words  is  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act.  I  feel  confident  in  my  own  mmd  that  the 
result  of  the  working  of  that  Act  will  be  found 
in  a  very  few  years  to  be  of  a  most  disastrous 
character  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  I  am 
firmly  convinced,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly— 
I  do  not  profess  any  very  large  knowledge  of 
land  and  land-settlement — but  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  the  principle  of  the  thing  is 
wrong.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  also  that 
what  has  been  frequently  said,  and  what  I  have 
heard  stated  since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
this  House — that  a  very  large  reduction  in  the 
rate  of  interest  in  the  colony  was  brought  about 
in  connection  with  that  Act — is  not  correct.  I 
say  that  all  that  was  done  by  it  was,  perhaps, 
that  by  a  very  little  while — a  few  weeks  or  a  few 
months — the  reduction  was  anticipated;  that 
was  all.  I  heard  it  said  to  my  utter  surprise 
the  other  night  by  an  honourable  member  nere 
that  the  rate  of  interest  would  have  been  at 
the  present  moment  7  or  8  per  cent,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  existence  of  that  Act.  Why,  Sir, 
the  statement,  on  the  face  of  it,  is  absurd, 
thoroughly  absurd.  Any  one  knowing  what 
the  rates  of  interest  are  in  the  neighbouring 
oolonies  at  the  present  time,  and  what  they 


have  been  for  some  time  past,  must  know  that 
it  is  an  utter  absurdity  to  talk  in  that  fashion. 
Then,  Sir,  if  the  principle  of  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Act  is  so  thoroughly  sound  and 
correct  as  we  are  assured  it  is— and  I  have  some 
sympathy  with  the  Act  in  some  respects — that 
principle  should  be  extended  in  other  directions, 
and  town  residents  who  have  sections  of  land  and 
securities  of  any  kind  to  offer  should  also  receive 
the  benefits  flowing  from  that  Act.  But  would 
they  accept  them?  I  am  not  at  all  certedn 
that  they  would.  They  might  have  done  so  at 
the  time  the  Act  was  first  introduced,  because, 
as  I  have  said,  it  did  slightly  anticipate  what 
would  otherwise  have  come  about  in  the  natural 
course  of  events.  I,  however,  Sir,  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  specially  addressing  myself  to  the 
question  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ricoarton,  Mr.  Rolles- 
ton.  In  the  course  of  all  the  remarks  I  made 
during  the  time  that  I  was  before  the  public 
as  a  candidate,  as  I  have  already  said,  I 
dwelt  very  strongly  upon  this  question 
of  the  Premier  holding  the  position  which 
is  now  attacked,  and  I  feel  certain  that 
not  only  would  the  country  by  a  very,  very 
large  majority,  could  a  vote  be  taken  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  affirm  the  principle  which 
is  now  sought  to  be  enforced,  but  I  feel 
sure  also  that  not  six  gentlemen  in  this 
House — no,  not  six ;  I  do  not  think  even  one — 
because  I  do  not  think  that  even  the  Premier 
himself,  were  he  free  from  party  ties  and  bound 
to  east  his  vote  on  this  question,  and  could  he 
divest  himself  of  all  pereonal  considerations — 
even  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  would 
vote  for  the  principle  now  attempted  to  be 
established.  And  1  hope  it  will  be  established 
for  the  guidance  of  all  future  Ministries 
that  when  a  gentleman  occupies  a  seat  on 
the  Ministerial  benches  of  this  colony  it  is 
altogether  a  thing  which  will  not  be  tolerated 
by  the  House  or  the  people  of  the  colony  that 
he  should  be  allied  with  such  a  ajmdicate  as 
this  is.  This  particular  connection  is  above 
all  a  most  objectionable  one,  because  we  all 
know — the  country  knows — we  have  no  more 
important  interest  than  the  mineral — the 
mining  interest  of  this  colony.  And  it  is  no 
use  saying  that  the  Premier  will  resign  his 
position  as  Premier  when  his  duty  to  that 
syndicate  comes  into  contact  with  his  duty 
as  Premier  of  the  colony.  Sir,  it  is  not  in 
human  nature  so  to  act.  I  say,  whether  wit- 
tingly or  unwittingly,  he  would  incline  to — and 
not  only  he,  but  any  gentleman  placed  in  such  a 
position — to  support  those  whose  money  he  was 
getting  and  in  whose  interests  he  was  acting ; 
it  is  impossible  it  could  be  otherwise.  The 
matter  has  been  so  well  discussed,  so  clearly 
stated,  by  the  two  gentlemen  who  preceded  me 
that  I  simply  wanted  to  rise,  and  I  have  risen, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  I  did  not 
intend  to  give  a  silent  vote  in  connection  with 
this  question,  and  for  the  purpose  of  stating 
that  in  one  constituency  in  the  colony,  at  all 
events,  I  know  very  well  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  are  entirely  opposed  to  the 
Premier  holding  this  position. 
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Mr.  MORRISON.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  speaker  who  has  just  sat 
down  stated  that  I  said  that  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  electors  of  the  colony  did  not  care  one  snap 
of  their  fingers.  I  said  that,  certainly,  bat  1 
paid  more.  I  said  the  electors  of  this  colony 
did  not  care  a  snap  of  their  fingers  how  many 
positions  the  Premier  holds  so  long  as  they  did 
not  interfere  with  his  duty  as  Premier  ;  and  I 
said  my  experience  in  my  electorate  had  been 
that  the  electors  never  troubled  themselves 
about  the  matter  at  all,  and  this  cry  had  been 
raised  by  the  Opposition  Press  in  the  colony  for 
the  purpose  of  discrediting  the  Oovernment  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  that  this  had  led 
to  all  this  trouble  about  syndicates. 

Mr.  MONK.— Sir,  I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  for  more  than  a  few  moments,  but  I 
should  like  to  express  to  the  House  the  extreme 
pleasure  I  feel,  after  listening  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Duuedin  City,  who  has  de- 
livered his  maiden  speech,  that  there  is  another 
member — another  representative  of  the  people 
— to  speak  in  that  manner  which  I  deem  to  be 
in  harmony  with  my  own  views.  I  feel  that 
the  tide  is  turning,  and  I  believe  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  are  beginning  to  realise  the 
necessity  for  a  change.  Now,  I  am  not  going 
to  make  any  remarks  specially  on  the  subject 
before  the  House.  I  heartily  coincide  with 
the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  Oity  (Mr.  Taylor), 
fbnd  I  shall  support  him  ;  though  I  consider  he 
made  a  great  many  mistakes  in  his  conception 
of  the  influence  of  these  syndicates  on  mming 
matters  in  this  colony.  Without  the  help  of 
the  abundant  inflow  of  English  money  we 
should  not  have  had  the  activity  in  mining 
enterprise  that  we  have  had,  and  real  work 
has  been  done  that,  without  such  help,  would 
not  have  taken  place.  But  I  would  heartily 
oppose  any  person  occupying  such  a  position 
as  the  Premier  does  in  this  colony,  in  having 
connection  with  any  syndicates  or  companies 
that  are  likely  to  come  before  him  seeking 
legislation,  and  that  his  personally  pecuniary 
association  might  probably  influence  him  in 
their  favour.  Now,  Sir,  what  I  have  risen 
specially  to  remark  upon  is  that,  while  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  was  speak- 
ing this  evening,  he  quoted  the  back  exports 
of  the  colony  for,  I  think,  the  past  three  or 
four  years. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— No;  of  1895  and  1896— 
quite  recently. 

Mr.  MONK.— Very  well.  I  asked  him  to  go 
back  a  little  further,  but  he  objected  to  do  so, 
and  he  told  me  I  could  do  it.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
risen  to  do  it.  He  objects,  he  says,  to  go  back 
into  ancient  history.  History  in  this  matter 
is  most  important  and  instructive.  I  wish  to 
place  on  record  that  in  1887,  when  the  Adminis- 
tration previous  to  this  one  took  office,  the 
exports  from  the  colony  were  valued  at 
£6,866,169.  Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  show  the 
ascent  of  the  increase  under  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son in  our  exports.  The  following  year — 1888 — 
the  exports  were  valued  at  £7,767,325,  and  in 
the  third  year— that  is,  1889 — the  exports  were 


valued  at  £9,389,865;  and.  Sir,  in  1890,  just 
when  the  late  Administration  had  to  leave 
those  benches,  the  exports  from  this  colony 
were  valued  at  £9,811,780,  or  an  annoai 
amount  of  £2,945,561  over  what  they  were 
when  they  started  upon  their  administratioiL 
Sir,  can  the  present  Administration  show 
such  a  record  from  1890  to  the  present 
time  ?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  I  do  not  blame 
the  present  Administration  for  it,  nor  do  I 
give  the  previous  Administration  credit  for  the 
increase,  but  I  do  give  the  previous  Administnb- 
tion  credit  for  this :  They  did  not  interfere  with 
the  confidence  and  self-reliance  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  in  energising  themselves  in  pro- 
ducing the  amount  of  exports  I  have  alluded 
to.  But  I  say  there  has  been  a  detrimental 
influence  since  that  time;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  (he 
volume  of  exports  from  this  oolony,  though  not 
in  value,  are  more  than  they  were  then. 

Hon.  Membbbs.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MONK.  —  Honourable  members  say^ 
"  Hear,  hear,"  but  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
increases  that  we  have  bear  no  adequate  pro* 
portion  to  the  enormous  expenditure  and  in^ 
crease  of  our  public  debt  by  six  millions,  whiob 
the  present  Administration  have  imposed  upoo 
the  country.  We  ought  to  have  had  a  far 
better  result.  We  are  not  getting  value.  Wo 
ought  to  have  a  larger  increase  in  population 
than  we  have  now.  I  only  want  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  to  know  the  truth,  and  I  do  not 
wish  flgures  to  be  quoted  so  as  to  misinfom^ 
and  misinstruot.  Those  are  the  remarks  X  wish 
to  make  upon  the  matter.  One  more  word, 
Mr.  Speaker :    I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lodge  my 

Srotest  against  the  proposed  Commission  to 
eal  with  the  police — that  is,  to  the  form 
in  which  the  Premier  proposes  to  set  it  up. 
I  beg  of  him  not  to  put  Mr.  Tunbridge  in  suoh 
an  unfair  and  improper  position  ;  his  is  an  ad- 
ministrative position,  not  a  judicial  one.  If 
you  want  a  Royal  Commission  to  inspect  the 
condition  and  to  report  upon  the  Police  Servioe 
of  the  colony,  then  select  men  upon  whom 
those  benches  have  no  influence'.  There  is  not 
one  Stipendiary  Magistrate  in  the  oonntry  at 
the  present  time— and  I  say  it  with  sorrow  and 
regret — who  does  not  feel  that  the  gentlemen' 
occupying  those  benches  have  an  influenoe 
over  their  position,  and  may,  if  their  actions 
prejudice  the  views  of  Ministers,  subject  them 
to  disrating  removals  if  they  wish.  There 
has  been  one  name  mentioned — Dr.  Qiles.  Let 
them  select  him  and  two  other  men  of  the 
same  stamp  as  Dr.  Qiles,  independent  of  the 
Oovemment  and  with  a  judicial  capacity,  sod 
leave  Mr.  Tunbridge  free  and  disassociated, 
after  they  have  given  their  report  to  the 
country,  to  deal  with  the  police  staff  as  thai 
report  and  his  own  judgment  may  indicate,  or 
as  they  may  think  fit ;  but  by  all  means  do 
not  put  him  in  such  an  improper  position  as 
being  on  a  Commission. 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— The  "  National  Ass." 
Mr.  MONK.— This  is  not  the  time  to  land 
the  "  National  Ass. " ;  but  I  am  very  glad  to  find 
that  the  **  National  Ass."  is  showing  that  instead 
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of  being  ftn  ms  it  is  becoming  a  etrong  assooia- 
tion  in  fcbe  Colony  of  |7ew  Zealand,  and  its 
influence  and  principles  are  being  recognised. 

The  House  diyided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question.'' 

Ayxs,  88. 
Hutcheson,  J.    O'Regan 
Joyce  Parata 

Kaihau  Pere 

Lamaoh  Seddon 

Lawry  Stevens 

MoGowan  Symes 

McKenzie,  J.     Tanner 
MoKenzie,  B.    Thompson,  B. 
Meredith  Thompson,  T. 

Millar  Wilson. 

Mills  Tellm, 

Morrison  Gilfedder 

O'Meara  Graham. 


Allen,  E.  G. 

Oadman 

Gatnoroes 

Carroll 

I>uncan 

Field 

Fisher 

Flatman 

Guinness 

Hall-Jones 

Holland 
Houston 


Allen,  J. 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Growther 

Fraser 

Herries 

Hunter 

Hutchison,  G. 

Kelly 

Ijaog 


For, 
Steward. 


Noes,  82. 
Lethbridge 
Lewis 
McGuire 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McLean 
Massey 
Monk 
Moore 
Pirani 
Richardson 
Rolleston 
Majority  for,  6. 
Paibs. 


Russell 

Sligo 

Smith 

Stout 

Taylor 

Thomson.  J.  W. 

Wason 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Carson 
Montgomery. 


Against. 
Heke. 


Amendment  negatived. 
The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  S9th  October,  1897. 


First  Readings— Debts  Recovery  lilmitafcion  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spsakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayxbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
The  Public  School   Teachers  Incorporation 
and  Court  of  Appeal  Bill,  the  Education  Boards 
Bleotion  Bill,   the  Coroners  BiU,  the  Mining 
Companies  Bill. 

DEBTS  RECOVERY  LIMITATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  brought  up  the 
following  report  from  the  Joint  Statutes  Re- 
Tiston  Committee : — 

'*  The  Joint  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Debts  Recovery  Limi- 
tation BiU,  have  the  honour  to  report  that  they 
liave  given  careful  consideration  thereto,  and 
they  recommend  that  the  Bill  be  not  proceeded 
nfith." 


The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— I  beg  to 
move.  That  the  committal  of  thie  BUI  be  made 
an  order  oj  the  day  for  next  sitting  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH.— Sir,  before  you  put 
that  question  I  would  like  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  report  of  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee.  This  report  has  gone 
right  against  the  very  able  statement  mado 
with  reference  to  that  Committee  by  the  Hon.. 
Mr.  Stevens  at  our  last  sitting.  He  clearly  laid 
down  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  principal  duty 
which  should  gaide  that  Committee  was  that 
it  should  simply  be  a  revision  Committee  to 
decide  as  to  the  wording  of  the  Bill,  and 
that  the  BUI  should  be  made  so  that  every 
part  of  it  should  agree,  so  that  the  Council 
could  thoroughly  understand  the  Bill.  He^ 
also  stated  that  it  was  not  the  business  of 
that  Conmiittee  to  interfere  with  the  policy 
of  the  Bill  at  all.  Now,  in  this  report  the* 
Committee  not  only  recommend  that  the  policy 
of  the  Bill  should  be  interfered  with,  but  they 
actually  recommend  that  the  BiU  be  killed ; 
and  I  think  the  Council  should  take  into  con- 
sideration whether  the  powers  of  that  Commit^ 
tee — if  they  have  these  powers — should  not  be 
in  the  future  altered  in  that  direction — that 
they  should  not  be  in  a  position  to  recommend 
that  a  Bill  be  killed. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  am  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  honourable  gentleman;  he  haa 
probably  forgotten  that  no  debate  can  take 
place  on  the  presentation  of  a  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH.— Of  course,  Sir,  aa 
a  new  member  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  I 
thought  this  was  the  proper  time  to  discuss  it. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  Bill  be  committed  on  next  sitting- day." 

Atbs,  14. 
Arkwright  Jones  Reeves 

Bamicoat  Kelly,  T.  Smith 

Bolt  Kelly,  W.  Swanson 

Harris  McCuUough       Walker,  W.  C. 

Jenkinson  Pinkerton 


BaiUie  OUver  Shrimski 

Bonar  Richardson        Walker,  L. 

Holmes  Scotland  Williams. 

Montgomery 

Majority  for,  4. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  thre» 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday,  29th  October,  1897. 


First  BeadingB^-Sbeep  DepartmeDt— Electoral  Bolls 
^Taranaki  BondholderB— Death  of  the  Duchesa 
of  Teck— Financial  Statement— Supply. 


Mr.  Spbaebb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbb. 
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FIB8T  READINGS. 
Teohnioal  Education  Bill,  Ck>iistitu(ion  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  Maori  Oouncil  Gonatitntion 
BUI. 

SHEEP  DEPARTMENT, 
dn  the  motion  of  Mr.  MILLS,  a  retom  was 
ordered  showing  the  annaal  amount  due  and 
oollected  lor  sheep  rates  throughout  the  colony, 
and  the  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  Sheep 
Department. 

ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ElELLY,  a  return 
was  ordered  showing — (1)  The  names  of  all  per- 
sona employed  in  the  various  electoral  districts 
to  complete  the  rolls  and  put  names  on  the  rolls 
of  electors  not  enrolled ;  (2)  the  e]6ct6ral  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  were  employed ;  and  (3) 
the  salary  or  wages  paid  them  for  this  work. 

TARANAKI  BONDHOLDERS. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Premier  to  a  paper  laid  on  the  tahle 
giving  correspondence  with  reference  to  the 
Taranaki  bondholdera— A.-I0.  The  last  des- 
patch of  His  Excellency  referred  to  a  letter  hy 
the  Agent-General  addressed  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  That  letter 
was  not  there  ;  and  the  pith  of  the  correspond- 
ence was  in  knowing  the  purport  and  terms  of 
the  letter,  as  giving  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  this  question  of  che  claims  of  the 
Taranaki  bondholders.  The  correspondence 
was  somewhat  late  now  in  coming  before  the 
House.  Of  course,  it  was  correspondence  that 
was  very  much  canvassed  at  the  time,  but  it 
was  incomplete  without  that ;  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  the  Premier  whether  he  would  lay 
that  letter  upon  the  table,  and  also  other  cor- 
respondence between  the  Agent-Gteneral  and 
the  Colonial  Office. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  he  would  look  into 
this  matter.  He  expected  the  letter  referred 
to  was  a  letter  written  by  the  Agent-General, 
in  which  he  gave  in  detail  the  number  of  acres 
of  land  which  had  been  bought  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  Natives,  showing  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  put  more  land  within  the  area 
by  purchase  than — taking  the  contentions  of 
the  bondholders  to  be  correct,  which  could  not 
be  thought  of  for  a  moment — they  had  re- 
moved from  it  by  withdrawing  the  200,000  acres 
from  the  confiscated  land  and  giving  it  back 
to  the  Natives.  He  expected  it  was  that  letter 
that  was  referred  to,  and  if  so  he  would  make 
inquiries,  and  get  the  correspondence  made  com- 
plete in  that  respect.  Of  course  there  might 
be  other  correspondence  which  was  confiden- 
tial, and,  if  so,  he  would  not  place  confi- 
dential correspondence  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  He  did  not  think  that  was  the 
case  with  the  letter  referred  to.  The  usual  rule 
was  to  send  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  sent 
by  the  Agent-General  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  would  make  inquiries  and  see  whether  this 
was  so,  and  would  make  the  correspondence 
as  complete  as  he  could.  With  regard  to  some 
of  the  other  correspondence  referred  to,  as  fo 


which  the  honourable  member  for  Egnumt 
^r.  McGuire)  had  a  notice  of  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper  about,  he  did  not  consideir  where 
persons  were  interested  in  semi -private  or 
public  correspondence  that  they  should  load 
their  Journals  with  that  particular  class  of 
correspondence,  and  this  was  more  particularly 
the  case,  since,  when  he  was  at  Home  and 
came  in  contact  with  Sir  John  Lubbock  and 
others  interested,  he  had  not  heafd  a  single 
word  about  this,  and  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  a  matter  that  more  conoemed 
the  ratepayers  than  the  bondholders. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE  said  he  understood  the  othw 
day  from  the  Premier  that  they  were  to  have 
this  correspondence,  and  now  there  was  thii 
letter  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rolleston  called  at- 
tention to  omitted.  He  would  like  to  call  the 
Premier's  attention  to  the  omitted  telegmm 
also.  He  thought  it  was  very  important  this 
should  be  published.  If  the  Premier  did  not 
publish  the  correspondence  he  (Mr.  McGuire) 
would  take  the  first  opportunity  to  have  it  pub- 
lished. There  were  certain  statements  made 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Seddon,  and  also  by  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer,  which  were  taken  ex- 
ception to  by  the  Council  of  Foreign  Bond- 
holders, which  he  supposed  the  Premier  did  not 
wish  to  have  contradicted.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Ward 
said  that  if  Sir  John  Lubbock  removed  the 
mark  "  Confidential "  from  a  letter  which  he 
received  from  the  Agent-General,  and  which  he 
took  part  in  sending,  he  would  find  by  that 
letter  that  Sir  John  Lubbock  and  the  Council 
of  Foreign  Bondholders  had  been  put  at  defi- 
ance by  the  Agent- General.  Sir  John  Lubbock 
denied  having  received  a  letter  marked  "  Con- 
fidential," but  only  one  marked  "  Unofficial," 
and  that  he  is  quite  willing  that  this  oommn- 
nication  should  be  published.  He  trusted  the 
Premier  would  have  the  correspondence  pub- 
lished in  the  way  that  all  the  correspondence 
connected  with  this  matter  had  been  in  the 
past.  If  he  did  not,  then  he  (Mr.  McGuire) 
would  take  the  first  opportunity  the  Standing 
Orders  would  allow  to  have  that  correspondence 
published. 

DEATH  OP  THE   DUCHESS   OF    TECK. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  the  Premier 
intended  affording  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  passing  a  resolution  expressing  sympathy 
with  Her  Majesty  at  the  death  of  the  Duchess 
of  Teck. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  deeply  regretted,  as  he 
was  sure  every  member  of  the  House  and  the 
people  of  the  country  did,  the  death  of  her 
Royal  Highness,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  colony, 
the  Government  had  sent  a  cable  of  con- 
dolence. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— You  have  cabled? 

Mr.  SEDDON.—Yes,  certainly. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— While  the  lepresenta- 
tives  of  the  people  are  sitting  f 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— What  a  "  cheek." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes;  they  might  caU  it 
anything  they  liked,  but  it  had  been  sent  fay 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the  advice  of 
the  Gk>vemment,  as  from  the  Government  on 
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behalf  of  the  people.  U  Parliament  wished  to 
ffopplement  it  he  had  no  objeotion.  He  ahonld 
have  thought  an  ocoaaioD  of  this  kind  would  not 
have  been  made  the  vehicle  for  an  attack  on  the 
Goverament.  He  thought  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
poeition  was  asking  him,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
whether  the  House  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  iopplementing  what  the  Government  had 
done.  Taken  in  that  spirit  he  would  have 
made  no  objeotion ;  but  if  this  opportunity  was 
to  be  taken  for  finding  fault  with  what  he  had 
done,  he  deeply  regretted  such  a  sad  event 
should  be  used  for  party  purpoees. 

G^ytain  RUSSELL,  was  sorry  the  Premier 
bed  so  mistaken  the  words  he  had  used.  He 
bed  been  most  careful  to  say  nothing  which 
could  be  construed  into  an  attack  on  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  He  quite  agreed  that 
this  was  not  an  opportunity  which  should  be 
taken  for  an  attack  on  the  Oovemment.  But 
there  were  duties  which  remained  with  one, 
and  he  conceived,  if  an  address  was  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  on  any  subject  while  Parlia- 
ment was  assembled,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Premier  to  a£ford  Parliament  an  opportunity 
io  join  in  any  addrees  or  eonddences  that 
mi^t  be  sent. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  it  was  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  his  left,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  his  right,  who  made  the  inter- 
raptions  which  had  caused  his  remarks. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

ADJOUBNBD  DEBATB. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE.— Sir,  before  opening 
the  few  remarks  and  comments  I  have  to  make 
on  thii  Budget,  which  is  certainly  the  most 
excellent,  the  most  satisfactory,  the  clearest 
and  most  explicit  Budget  we  have  ever  had 
placed  before  this  House,  I  intend  to  address 
myself  for  a  short  time  to  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  Riccar- 
ton  yesterday.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  that  honour- 
able flentleman  why  that  amendment  was 
moved.  Was  it  to  let  a  few  rats  out  of  a  trap  ? 
.  I  think  it  was,  and  before  I  sit  down  I  think  I 
will  prove  so  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Honse,  the  country,  and  the  friends  beside  me 
who  have  severed  their  connection  with  the 
Liberal  party.  It  is  well  known  why  that  amend- 
ment was  nioved.  It  was  knovm  that  more  than 
one  member  pretending  to  be  connected  with 
thie  aide  of  the  House  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  had  given  election  pledges  that  they 
were  not  going  to  support  any  no-oonffdence 
motion  moved  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay,  or  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  and  it  was  to 
allow  them  to  get  avray  from  those  pledges 
by  means  of  a  trick  this  motion  was  moved  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton.  It  was. 
Sir,  to  let  a  few  rats  out  of  a  trap.  It  was  re- 
ported in  the  early  part  of  the  session  that  this 
adverse  motion  was  to  be  moved  ;  however,  the 
Opposition  was  not  sufficiently  strong  and  the 
motion  was  postponed.  As  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  told  us  last  night,  it  was  a 
great  pity  it  was  not  moved  on  the  Address  in 
Keply^in  fact,  that  honourable  member  said 


he  was  very  pleased  this  motion  had  been 
moved,  as  he  uways  supported  a  hostile  motion 
coming  from  that  side  of  the  House  on  the 
Addrees  in  Reply,  or,  at  least,  in  the  early  days 
of  the  session.  He  wanted  to  have  the  shilfe- 
lahs  out  so  as  to  clear  the  atmosphere,  and 
make  room  for  proceeding  with  the  country's 
public  business,  and  I  quite  agree  with  him.  Up 
to  last  night,  when  the  amendment  was  moved, 
I  had  not  intended  to  say  one  word  upon  the 
debate  on  the  Financial  Statement,  and  I  am 
not  out  to-day  on  a  rat-trapping  expedition. 
However,  I  felt  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura — I  was  itching  for  a  row,  and  I  felt  in- 
clined to  give  some  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men a  bit  of  Donnybrook  for  wasting  my  time 
and  the  taxpayers'  money.  I  was  out  for 
the  night,  and  quite  ready  for  a  **  shindy." 
However,  they  backed  down  ;  they  would  not 
fight ;  and  I  to-day  feel  inclined  to  forgive 
them.  Sir,  I  congratulate  the  Liberal  party 
on  the  result  of  the  division  taken  last 
night,  and  I  also  congratulate  the  Opposi- 
tion on  the  acquisition  to  their  party  of  tnose 
members  who  ought  long  ago  to  have  been 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  because  all  their 
sympathies  and  inclinations  are  there.  I  hone 
the  next  time  the  honourable  member  for  Na- 

Sier,  Captain  Russell,  goes  on  a  political  expe- 
ition  on  the  national  Rosinante  be  will  take 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristohurch  City, 
Mr.  Taylor,  with  him  as  his  Sancho  Panza. 
Now,  coming  to  the  honourable  members  for 
Ohristchurch  City :  they  represent  perhaps  the 
most  remarkable  city  in  the  Southern  Hemi- 
sphere, it  is  always  a  wonder  to  me  how  such  a, 
city  could  have  elected  such  able  and  eminent 
representatives.  They  must  be  a  very  efiemiuate 
people  in  Ohristchurch — the  City  of  the  Plains. 
But,  Sir,  you  have  only  to  look  at  the  ancient 
and  modem  history. of  the  cities  of  the  plains 
in  all  parts  of  the  universe  to  see  the  kind  of 
people  who  invariably  inhabit  them.  Is  there 
any  comparison  between  the  ancient  cities  on 
the  shores  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  the  city  on  the 
shores  of  the  Avon  ?  Then,  Sir,  compare  the 
effeminate  races  on  the  banks  of  the  Lower  Nile 
and  the  shores  of  the  Ganges  with  the  effete  in- 
telligence in  the  humid  atmosphere  of  our  beau- 
tiful Avon,  and  I  submit.  Sir,  that  in  this  colony 
the  Oity  of  Ghristohurch  alone  could  support  a 
Worthington,  a  Glampett,  an  Isitt,  and  a  Tay- 
lor. Now,  coming  to  the  other  honourable 
member  for  Ghristohurch  Gity,  Mr.  Smith,  he 
told  us  that  he  did  not  recosnise  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  meniber  for  Riccarton 
as  one  of  want  of  confidence.  But  I  would  ask 
that  honourable  gentleman,  who  constituted 
him  a  judge  ?  You  are  the  judge.  Sir,  as  to 
whether  a  motion  is  a  want-of-confidence  mo- 
tion— yourself,  and  the  people  of  the  colony. 
It  does  not  matter  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristohurch  Gity  may  think,  the  fact 
still  remains  that  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  have  recognised  it  as  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Government,  and  you,  Sir, 
have  recognised  it  as  such.  However,  those 
honourable  members  have  taken  their  own 
course,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  quarrel  with 
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the  result ;  but  at  the  same  time  they  have  to 
abide  by  their  deciBion.  I  shall  now  prooeed  to 
deal  with  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor).  Sir,  there  was  cer- 
tainly a  great  mining  expert  of  a  low  grade 
lost  in  that  honourable  gentleman.  Any  one 
who  has  lived  in  a  mining  district  will  recog- 
nise that  there  is  always  a  certain  class  of 
parasite  who  follows  the  trail  of  the  prospector 
and  the  pioneer  miner  wherever  he  goes,  but 
they  do  not  intend  to  do  any  work  under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  and  the  honourable 
member  is  typical  of  the  class.  By  the  time 
I  have  finished  I  will  have  given  the  House 
to  understand  that  the  mining  districts  are 
the  only  districts  where  it  is  impossible  to 
have  bribery  and  corruption  at  elections.  You 
have  only  to  look  at  the  divisions  in  this  House, 
and  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  and  you 
will  see  there  is  not  a  single  representative  of 
the  mining  industry  in  the  Tory  party.  It  is 
impossible  to  bribe  mining  constituencies  and 
their  representatives  with  money  for  their  dis- 
tricts or  anything  else  ;  the?  are,  at  least,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  above  and  beyond  corruption. 
Now,  when  the  honourable  member  was  speak- 
ing last  night  I  thought  what  a  low-grade 
minmg  expert  had  been  lost.  He  has  missed 
his  vocation  entirely  by  coming  to  this  House, 
because  I  am  sure,  when  it  came  to  floating 
syndicates  of  a  certain  kind,  and  "  wild-cat  '* 
schemes,  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  an 
abler  man  in  the  colony  than  that  honourable 
gentleman.  He  commenced  by  criticizing  the 
Premier's  visit  to  England,  and  his  speech 
there  on  the  mineral  resources  of  the  colony. 
I  recognised  it  was  a  very  able  speech,  gene-  j 
rally,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  mining 
industry  of  the  colony,  and  I  consider,  if  the 
Premier's  visit  did  nothing  else  than  produce 
that  speech  it  was  very  cheap  at  the  price  of 
his  travelling-expenses.  I  have  not  the  time 
or  inclination  to  follow  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  all  through 
his  ill-advised  and  worse- informed  comments 
on  the  Premier's  London  speech,  but  there 
was  certainly  one  portion  I  cannot  pass  over. 
I  wish  to  read  to  the  House  a  portion  of  a 
speech  made  by  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Reeves  in 
connection  with  the  speech  made  by  the 
Premier  in  London  ;  it  is  characteristic  of 
the  Premier,  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City  was  afraid  to  refer  to 
it,  because  he  did  not  know  what  the  result 
might  be.  The  Hon.  W.  P.  Beeves,  as  we  all 
know,  was  once  a  member  of  this  House,  and 
an  able  representative  of  the  City  of  Christ- 
church.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  compliment  the 
honourable  member  and  the  same  city  on  its 
present  representation.  However,  the  question 
of  the  mining  industry  and  the  mineral  re- 
sources of  the  colony  was  put  so  dearly  and 
explicitly  by  Mr.  Seddon  that  there  is  no  occa- 
sion for  me  to  refer  to  the  matter.  I  will  just 
read  the  portion  of  the  proceedings  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  City  to : — 

"  The  Hon.  W.  P.  Beeves.  Agent-General  for 
New  Zealflnd  :   D-Antlemen,   before  you  leave 
Mr,  R»  McKensie 


the  hall  Idndly  grant  me  one  moment.  I  ihaU 
not  make  a  speech  to  you,  but  I  have,  some- 
thing to  say.  I  am  going  to  ask  yoa  to  pass  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Lowles,  M^.,  for 
his  kindness  in  coming  here  to  take  the  ohair 
on  this  occasion.  I  need  not  support  th» 
motion  by  any  argument,  because  yon  ail  know 
Mr.  Lowles,  and  I  am  sure  you  are  all  thankful 
to  him,  as  we  of  New  Zealand  are,  for  kindly 
giving  us  his  genial  presence  at  this  meeting. 
But  before  I  sit  down,  as  I  said,  I  have  some- 
thing to  tell  you.  Mr.  Seddon  has  in  a  most 
clear  and  business-like  manner  given  the 
reasons  why  those  who,  in  a  legitimate  and 
bond  ftde  way,  invest  their  capital  in  gold- 
mines in  New  Zealand  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  any  unfair  interference  or  hindranee. 
Mr.  Seddon  must  for  many  years  have  enter- 
tained very  strong  personal  objections  to  any- 
thing that  could  possibly  be  called  "  jnmping,"^ 
because,  let  me  tell  you,  there  is  a  household 
story  in  New  Zealand  that  many  years  ago  Mr. 
Seddon,  when  he  was  a  working-miner,  once 
invested  his  labour  and  what  capital  he  had 
in  a  gold-mining  claim,  and  when  an  t^ggn^ 
stve  and  venturesome  individual  endeavoured 
on  that  occasion  to  play  the  part  of  a  **  jumper"^ 
— Mr.  Seddon  was  younger  then  than  ho  ia  now 
— did  not  appeal  to  any  tribunal,  he  did  not 
fall  back  on  the  common  law,  he  did  not 
make  an  eloquent  speech  of  any  dnration 
whatever,  he  resorted  to  primitive  methods, 
and  he  so  dealt  with  the  would-be  **  jumper'* 
that  no  one  has  ever  attempted  to  "  jomp  "  a 
claim  of  his  again.  (Laughter  and  applause.) 
So  I  think  you  will  understand  why  the  Pre- 
mier of  New  Zealand,  from  the  very  bottom  of 
his  soul,  loathes  and  detests  any  interference 
with  the  legitimate  investment  of  labour  and 
capital  in  the  gold-mines  of  his  colony.  The 
Government  of  New  Zealand  can  point  to  a 
clear  and  stainless  record  of  thirty-five  years* 
duration,  during  which  no  genuine  investor  in 
gold-mining  in  New  Zealand  has  ever  had 
occasion  to  complain  of  unfair  treatment  from 
the  State  or  the  State  officers.  For  the  rest,. 
Mr.  Seddon  is  going  away;  but  al^ough  his 
presence  will  be  lost  to  you,  and  although  I 
must  here  admit  that  I  am  totally  unworthy  to 
fill  his  shoes,  he  will  leave  behind  him  an 
agent  and  an  agent's  staff  here,  and  you  will 
allow  me  to  say — speaking  both  to  you  and  the 
institution  which  has  been  the  cause  of  our 
meeting  together  to-day — ^that  the  bond  fids 
investor  ana  the  bond  fide  seeker  for  informa- 
tion will  find  in  my  staff  and  in  my  humble 
self  steadfast  allies  and  helpers.  I  now  beg  to 
propose  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Lowles 
for  presiding. 

"  Mr.  Cecil  Habtbidge  :  As  a  director  of  the 
only  under-capitalised  New  Zealand  mine— 
(laughter)— I  am  not  going  to  say  anything 
more  than  this :  that  with  a  capital  of  £40,000 
the  shareholders  have  had  over  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  dividends  in  two 
years.  (Applause.)  I  have  very  great  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks." 

The  ^*  jumper  "  was  something  like  the  honour^ 
able  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Tay- 
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lor),  who  is  both  ventureBome  and  aggressive. 
Only  for  the  fear  of  oonsequences  his  aggres- 
fl?8  proolivikies  would  impel  him  to  **jump" 
the  Premier's  claim  at  onoe.  He  ▼entored  on 
the  dangerous  path  of  the  "  jumper  "  last  night. 
The  prospects  did  not  turn  out  according  to 
his  sordid  anticipations;  result,  nothing  to 
the  heavy  load,  and  claim  abandoned  hy  rats. 
Then,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Ohrist- 
choroh  City  attempted  to  "jump"  the  Minister  of 
Justice's  claim  on  his  own  account  with  a  some- 
what different  result.  In  this  claim,  at  least, 
he  has  the  prospect  of  a  Commission.  With 
tU  his  vast  knowledge  and  experience  of 
mining,  and  the  miners'  summary  methods  of 
expelling  "  jumpers,"  he  concluded  it  prudent 
not  to  refer  to  the  concluding  portion  of  the 
Premier's  meeting  with  London  mining  in- 
vestors. The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
ohnroh  City  never  thought  of  giving  that  por- 
tion of  the  proceedings.  After  what  I  heard 
last  night  I  almost  think  it  would  be  justifi- 
able if  there  were  some  mild  method  of  per- 
sonal or  corporal  chastisement  in  vogue 
which  could  be  applied  to  members  of  the 
House  who  make  such  a  speech  as  was  de- 
livered by  the  honourable  gentleman  last 
night.  He  tried  everything  in  his  power  to 
traduce  the  mining  industry  of  the  colony,  and 
to  prevent  English  or  other  capital  coming 
here  for  investment  in  our  mines.  I  wonder 
if  the  electors  of  Ghristchuroh  approve  of  such 
conduct  as  that.  The  honourable  member  for 
Oamaru  says  there  are  no  goldflelds  in  Ganter- 
bary.  I  am  very  sorry,  Sir,  that  they  have  no 
goldflelds  or  coalfields  in  Canterbury,  because 
B  they  had  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  the 
remotest  possibility  of  the  class  of  member  we 
get  from  there  at  present-  being  returned  to 
this  House.  This,  of  course,  only  applies  to  the 
honourable  member  for  ChriBtchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor).  I  would  like  to  ask  the  House  and 
the  electors  of  Christchurch  what  possible 
knowledge  the  honourable  member  has  of 
mining.  But  he  made  a  speech  that  was  oal- 
cnlated,  if  any  weight  attached  to  it,  to  do  the 
mining  industry  a  great  deal  of  harm.  If  it 
were  not  for  his  statements  perhaps  carrying 
some  weight,  and  doing  harm  where  he  is 
unknown,  I  should  not  have  said  a  single 
word  in  this  debate,  but  having  lived  amongst 
miners  nearly  all  my  life  I  take  a  great  in- 
terest in  protecting  their  welfare  and  prosperity. 
Then  the  honourable  member  told  the  House 
that  the  officers  of  the  Mines  Department  had 
been  gobbled  up  by  the  Anglo-Continental 
Company.  Sir,  it  was  not  that  company  that 
took  these  officers  away  from  the  department. 
The  fact  was  their  services  were  very  valuable, 
and  the  vrretcbed  Civil  Service  of  this  colony 
is  BO  underpaid  that  it  is  imnossible  to  keep 
a  good  man  in  it.  This  is  the  reason  these 
gentlemen  left  the  Mines  Department.  They 
did  not  leave  that  department  alone,  but  they 
severed  their  connection  with  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Qovomment  service,  and  with 
many  other  commercial  concerns  in  the  colony. 
I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  be 
air   in  future  in  bis  remarks,  because  if  I 


find  him  dealing  at  all  unfairly  vrith  the* 
mining  industry,  or  any  other  matter,  I  shaU 
always  be  very  glad  to  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  correcting  him.  He  said  that  Mr. 
Gordon,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Mines 
Department,  had  loined  the  Anglo-ContinentaV 
Company  because  he  was  worth  money  to  them. 
I  would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  what 
value  he  himself  would  be  to  any  mining  or 
other  company,  except  perhaps  a  company  that 
was  running  some  scurrilous,  venomous  rag  for 
defaming  the  character  of  public  men,  and 
traducing  the  fair  fame  of  the  industrial  and 
mineral  resources  of  this  great  young  country. 
Not  long  ago,  Sir,  he  and  his  spies  found  a  new 
solution  of  the  only  problem  in  Buolid  that  we 
have  been  taught  could  be  demonstrated  by  a 
donkey 

An  Hon.  MEMBBB.^What  was  it  ? 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  knows  it  well :  the  problem 
where  you  place  an  ass  at  one  angle  of  a 
triangle  and  a  carrot  at  the  other.  Nothing 
intervening,  the  intelligent  quadruped  strikes 
a  bee-line  for  the  carrot,  but  anything  trans- 
parent, such  as  deep  water  or  a  barbed-wire 
fence,  blocking  the  straight  line,  the  slow  and 
easy-going  animal  will  traverse  the  two  sides 
of  that  triangle.  I  think.  Sir,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  rightly,  this  is  demonstrated  in  the 
twentieth  problem  of  the  first  book  of  Euclid. 
But,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  and  his  spies 
found  a  new  solution— the  ordinary  prooesa 
was  too  slow  for  them ;  they  found  all  sorts  of 
impossible  sides  and  angles ;  they  endeavoured 
to  demonstrate  that  they  could  see  through  two 
brick  walls  and  many  plastered  partitions,  and 
they  carry  the  brand  of  infamy  ever  since.  I 
can  easily  imagine  the  two  honourable  mem- 
bers for  Christchurch  City  going  to  divine 
worship  on  a  Sunday  evening,  the  one  with  a 
big  bible  under  his  arm 

An  Hon.  Meicbbb. — What  was  the  name  of< 
the  church  ? 

Mr.  R.  MgKENZIE.— I  do  not  think  you 
would  like  to  know  the  name  of  the  church,, 
because  I  doubt  very  much  whether  any 
church  having  divine  consecration  would  hold 
the  pair  of  them.  I  can  easily  imagine  the 
honourable  member  for  ChriBtchurch  City,  Mr. 
Smith,  going  quietly  home  in  a  respectable 
manner  as  he  always  does,  but  I  am  not  going 
to  say  what  part  of  the  city  the  honourable 
member,  Mr.  Taylor,  would  make  for,  neither 
am  I  going  to  say  what  sort  of  company  he 
would  be  assot'ated  with  there.  This,  however, 
is  quite  certain  :  that  there  was  some  notoriety 
caused  by  statements  in  the  public  Press  of  this 
colony  in  connection  with  a  particular  engage- 
ment he  was  concerned  in  on  a  certain  Sunday 
evening.  I  hope  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  recognise  that  the  honourable  mem- 
bers he  meets  in  this  House  expect  something 
better  than  what  took  place  on  that  occasion 
after  he  leaves  church  on  a  Sunday  evening 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — What  was  the  engage- 
ment? 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE.— Why,  Sir,  the  engage- 
ment was  to  go  at  the  head  of  a  crowd  of  spies- 
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and  penurera  to  engage  in  a  transaction  I  can 
baldly  find  parliamentary  luaguage  to  describe. 
The  honourable  ffentleman  knows  well  what  I 
am  referring  to,  bat  if  he  is  not  satisfied  I  will 
give  him  the  history  of  the  transaction.  Does 
he  want  that  history  ?  Does  he  think  we  do 
not  know  it?  When  the  honoorable  gentle- 
man starts  to  defame  the  mining  industry  he 
must  know  that  we  know  something  about  his 
pedigree,  and  can  retaliate.  Does  he  want  the 
history  of  the  Wake  transaction,  or  the  severed 
hand ;  or  does  he  say,  "  Hold !  enough  !  "  I 
am  very  glad  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  has  arrived,  as  I 
would  not  refer  to  him  in  his  absence.  When 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity 
was  in  the  last  Parliaihent  he  had  a  '*  shadow" 
who  was  always  alongside  of  him.  Where  is 
that  adumbration  gone?  Now,  Sir,  he  has  a 
**  double.*'  I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  he  has 
handed  his  *'  double  "  over  to  the  Opposition, 
but  I  am  not  sure  that  he  will  not  yet  come 
back  to  his  first  love,  and  stick  to  the  true 
Liberals  of  this  colony.  I  am  not  in  a  fighting 
humour  to- day,  but  in  the  very  best  of  humours 
— very  forgiving,  with  peace  and  goodwill  to 
all  deserting  Liberals,  even  when  they  are 
renegades  —  therefore  I  do  not  want  to  say  a 
word,  a  single  syllable,  against  my  friends.  I 
believe  to-day  I  am  letting  those  honourable 
gentlemen  down  very  easily ;  they  are  parting 
with  us,  I  hope,  for  ever,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
make  the  parting  too  hard.  The  electors  of 
this  colony  recognised  some  years  ago  that  the 
good  government  of  the  country  could  not  very 
well  be  carried  on  unless  there  were  three 
members  of  the  clan  McKenzie  in  the  House. 
I  am  pleased  to  see>  the  senior  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie)  in  his 

glace.  I  am  coming  round  to  dine  with  the 
onourable  gentleman  presently.  I  came  into 
the  House  the  other  evening  wnen  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  was  speaking, 
and  I  really  thought  I  was  back  on  my  native 
heath  again.  Honourable  members  will  re- 
member that  the  McKenzies  of  old — in  the 
**  wretched  past " — always  had  a  jester  in  the 
family.  When  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
speaking  I  thought  the  chiefs  of  Kintail  were 
holding  high  revelry  after  some  important 
function  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
•  clan.  Sir,  1  thought  I  was  back  again  in 
the  halls  of  my  forefathers,  and  was  being 
amused,  in  company  with  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  by  the  chief  jester  of  the  family.  I 
hope,  Sir,  that  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man again  addresses  himself  to  the  Financial 
Statement  he  will  recognise  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  some  higher  aim  in  the  Parliament  of 
this  country  than  to  entertain  the  members 
with  jests  and  gibes.  Coming  to  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  that  honourable  member  has 
always  told  us — in  fact,  we  have  been  sick  and 
tired  of  the  reiteration ~ that  this  Government 
was  guilty  of  maladministration,  bribery,  and 
•corruption.  On  every  platform  in  the  colony 
except  in  the  mining  districts  he  has  dinned 
this  into  the  ears  of  the  electors ;  but  can  he 
point  to  one  single  instance  ol  maladministra- 
Ifr.  B,  McKengie 


tion,  to  one  single  instance  of  bribery;  and 
where,  I  ask  him,  has  he  found  the  oorraption 
he  so  glibly  preaches  about  ?  After  the  essss 
of  bribery  and  corruption  given  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Pahiatua  the  other  night, 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
now  turn  his  attention  to  finding  an  honest 
policy,  and  I  hope  that  he  will  succeed  in 
finding  it,  so  that  he  may  put  it  before  the 
House  and  the  country,  and  that  we  will  thin 
have  beard  the  last  of  that  old  ory  of  bribeiy 
and  corruption — oorraption,  bribery,  oorrap- 
tion. Coming  to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
the  honourable  member  told  us  that  he  wm 
prepared  to  prove  to  the  House,  the  countn, 
and  the  world  that  the  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  were  the  means  of  wrecking  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand.    I  ask  the  honoorable 

gentleman  to  produce  his  proof;  I  challenge 
im  to  bring  it  forward.  I  defy  him  to  his 
teeth ;  he  knows  he  cannot  do  it.  For  the  list 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  the  Lii>6ral  petty 
in  this  colony  has  always  been  opposed  l^ 
that  institution.  It  was  the  members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  who  have  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  ruin  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  and  that  fact  is  so  well  known  thst 
there  is  no  use  in  denying  it.  They  might  u 
well  own  up  to  it  at  once.  However,  tbe  efil 
has  been  done,  and  it  is  our  duty  now  to  en- 
deavour to  repair  it.  At  the  same  time  the 
Liberal  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  an 
not  going  to  sit  down  under  an  insinuation 
of  that  kind,  and  I  for  one  have  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  so.  I  again  ask  the  honoor- 
able gentleman  to  produce  his  proof  on  the 
fioor  of  this  House  if  he  likes,  or  in  any  part  of 
the  colony  that  he  likes.  He  has  made  tbe 
accusation,  and  I  know  he  is  a  man  of  snf- 
fioient  honour  to  carry  out  his  word;  other- 
wise  let  him  for  ever  after  hold  his  peace. 
Coming  to  the  immediate  history  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  who  was  it  that  recom- 
mended the  purchase  of  the  bank  by  thii 
House?  Who  was  it,  on  the  very  first  ooea- 
sion  that  a  Committee  was  set  up  here, 
recommended  tbe  purchase  of  that  bank? 
Was  it  not  the  honourable  member  tor 
Wairarapa?  Was  he  not  the  Chairman  of 
that  Committee?  Will  honourable  memben 
look  up  the  speech  he  made  on  that  occa- 
sion ?  And  was  not  Captain  Busiell  alio 
a  member  of  that  Committee?  Did  he  not 
recommend  to  this  House  that  there  was  ne 
option  but  to  purchase  the  bank  ? 

Captain  BUSSELL.— That  was  a  year  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.— Pardon  me,  you  were 
on  the  first  Committee  set  up  in  this  House  in 
connection  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.^ There  was  no  Qom- 
mittee  the  first  year. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.^-Will  the  hononraUe 
gentleman  tell  us  that  he  did  not  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  the  first  year—in 
fact,  there  was  no  division;  but  can  he  m^ 
that  on  every  crucial  division  on  the  banking 
legislation  he  did  not  support  it  on  every  oocsr 
sion?    Now,  I  am  going  to  deal  with  the 
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polioj  of  the  hononrable  members  oppotite 
whtn  they  were  in  power.  They  hftTe  aoonsed 
the  present  Gk>Yemmfpt  of  maladministmtion, 
corruption,  and  bribery,  but  they  cannot  prove 
a  single  instance,  while  at  the  same  time  ti  is 
not  at  all  difficult  to  prove  bribery  and  cor- 
tiiption  at  every  tnm  when  ther  were  on 
the  Treasnry  benohee.  In  1890  the  electors 
of  this  colony  at  last  got  into  snch  a  position 
that  they  were  able  to  say  to  those  hononrable 
members,  "Yon  have  brought  this  colony  to 
min  and  destruction,  and  now  we  are  going 
to  give  yon  a  period  of  repentance  and  purifloa- 
tioQ."  I  have  only  to  advise  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  go  and  bathe  seven  times  in  the 
River  Jordan  and  get  clean,  like  Naaman  the 
Syrian.  If  he  and  his  friends  do  that,  the 
people  of  this  colony  may  get  confidence  in 
them ;  and  when  they  have  atoned  for  the  dark 
end  dismal  black  pases  they  have  placed  in  the 
history  of  New  Zealand  they  may  be  allowed 
to  come  into  power  again ;  bat  the  Lord  forbid 
that  that  day  shoold  be  in  the  near  future. 
What  was  the  black  history  of  the  past  in  this 
colony  ?  They  gridironed  the  lands  of  Oanter- 
bury ;  they  drove  the  working-classes  from  the 
colony  at  the  rate  of  four  thousand,  five  thou- 
■and,  and  ten  thousand  a  year — ^in  fact,  the 
colony  was  brought  to  the  very  verge  of  ruin ; 
there  were  soup-kitchens  in  it  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  Do  you  ever  hear  of  soup- 
kitchens  in  the  colony  now  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Any  amount. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE.— Where? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— In  Dunedin. 

Mr.  R.  MgKENZIE.— Put  up  by  the  Tory 
party  as  a  blind.  We  know  the  tricks  of  the 
trade.  Indeed,  they  do  worse  than  that :  for 
instance,  at  election  times,  what  do  they  in- 
dulge in  then?  They  buy  horses  and  drays 
for  weak-kneed  Liberals  .as  presents,  send  a 
widow  away  to  Sydney,  send  another  one  away  to 
Bomewhere  else,  give  £50  to  an  athletic  associa- 
tion here  and  £10  to  another  association  there ; 
80  that  it  is  nothing  to  organize  a  soup-kitchen 
in  Dunedin.  That  is  no  great  trouble  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  with  his  wealth. 
It  is  almost  as  easy  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  as  a  poor  man  to  enter 
this  Parliament.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  occasion  for  me  to  refer  to  the  Native 
land  legislation  of  the  black  and  dismal  past. 
I  suppose  every  hononrable  member  of  the 
House  knows  something  about  the  '*  Twelve 
Apostles"  in  Hawke's  Bay.  They  have  put 
as  black  a  page  in  the  history  of  New  Zea- 
land as  it  is  possible  to  do,  and  there  I  am 
willing  to  leave  them.  When  the  honourable 
gentleman  ^Mr.  Richardson)  was  administerins 
the  lands  of  this  colony  how  many  settlers  did 
he  put  on  the  land  ?  He  actually  drove  them 
away.  His  land-administration  consisted  of 
trying  to  drive  the  people  off  the  land  and  out 
of  the  country — to  force  them  to  the  other 
odonies— anywhere  they  liked,  as  Ions  as  his 
party  could  get  the  land  in  considerable  areas. 
Now  all  that  policy  has  been  reversed.  We 
have  been  compelled  to  adopt  the  policy  that, 
after  the  ruling  families  of  New  Zealand  have 


gobbled  up  all  the  land  it  was  possible  for  them 
to  get  hold  of,  the  taxpayers  of  this  colony  are 
oompelled  to  repurchase  those  ill-gotten  estates 
to  provide  land  for  the  settlement  of  their  sons 
and  daughters.  A  happy,  contented,  numer- 
ous ponulation  is  what  we  want,  and  what  the 
Liberals  of  this  colony  are  trjring  to  establish. 
We  are  also  going  to  have  fair.  Liberal  labour 
legislation ;  and  it  does  not  matter  how  thos» 
honourable  members  may  cavil,  wriggle,  and 
protest,  we  intend  to  have  that  legislation 
passed  as  long  as  we  are  here  to  do  it.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  if  by  any  misfortune  those 
honourable  gentlemen  happen  to  again  come 
on  these  benches  they  will  not  attempt  —  at 
least,  at  last  election  they  promised  not — ^to 
repeal  any  of  the  legifldation  passed  by  the 
present  Oovemment.  In  fact,  they  have  no 
fault  to  find  with  the  legislation  of  itie  present 
Government.  Their  only  cry  is,  maladminis- 
tration, bribery,  and  corruption.  They  know 
very  well  the  electors  of  the  colony  are  not  so 
conversant  with  administration ;  but  the  eleotora 
can  see  perfectly  well  what  the  effect  of  legis- 
lation is,  and  they  are  perfectly  content  to 
leave  well  alone.  We  know  very  well  that  all 
the  labour  legislation  passed  since  1891  will 
become  a  deaa-letter  as  soon  as  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  come  on  to  these  benohes,  and 
I  cannot  understand  how  members  returned 
by  farmers,  artisans,  and  working-classes  can 
leave  this  party  as  they  did  last  night  and 
give  their  allegiance  to  the  Tory  party  in  this 
House.  I  have  only  one  more  word  to  say.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  deal  with 
the  legislation  or  administration  of  the  present 
Government.  It  is  so  well  known,  and  it  has 
been  so  clearly  expounded  to  the  electors,  and 
so  clearly  put  before  the  members  of  this 
House,  ti^at  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
say  a  single  word  about  it.  The  Minister  for 
o  QQ  Railways  explained  two  of  the  largest 
'  departments  in  the  colony  the  o&er 
evening,  and  I  would  like  to  ask,  is  there  any 
member  on  the  Opposition  side,  in  all  the 
verbosity  we  have  heard  from  them,  who  has 
found  fault  with  the  administration  of  the 
railways?  And,  with  the  exception  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  Oity 
(Mr.  Taylor),  who  is  bursting  with  vanity 
and  verbosity,  I  have  heard  no  one  find 
fault  with  the  mining  legislation  of  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  gentleman 
is  a  capable  judge  of  whether  it  is  good  or  not. 
I  think,  Sir,  we  have  only  to  take  the  Financial 
Statement  to  see  that  the  colony  is,  as  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  once  said,  going  ahead  by  leaps 
and  boniids.  Never  wiuin  the  last  twenty 
years  has  the  colony  been  so  prosperous  as  it  is 
now ;  and  what  is  the  use,  then,  of  honourable 
members  opposite  saying  anything  to  the  con- 
trary? I  uiink  they  say  it  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  imposing  on  the  electors.  We  have  now 
wasted  five  solid  weeks  of  the  country's  time 
and  money,  and  I  do  not  know  how  long  we  are 
to  be  kept  here  yet.  I  have  been  told  that  we 
are  going  to  be  kept  here  till  Christmas  and 
after  it,  and,  if  so,  I  will  put  up  with  it  myself, 
and  no  doubt  other  memlMrs  on  this  side  will  do 
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the  same,  rather  than  neglect  the  husiness  of  the 
•oonntry.  The  honoarable  gentlemen  opposite 
will  be  responsible  for  it.  However,  they  will 
have  to  answer  to  their  oonsotenoe  and  their 
constituents  for  their  action. 

Mr.  EELLY.^Sir,  I  wish  to  say  only  a  few 
words  before  the  close  of  the  debate,  and  in 
•doing  so  I  must  deal  briefly  with  some  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Motueka. 
My  friend  told  us  more  than  once  that  those 
members  who  voted  against  the  Gk>vemment 
last  night  would  have  to  answer  to  their  con- 
stituents for  the  vote  they  gave.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  will  himself 
have  to  answer  to  his  constituents  for  the  vote 
he  gave  last  night;  and,  being  a  representative 
of  a  mining  constituency,  I  think  it  will  be  no 
easy  matter  for  him.  However,  we  were  told 
the  same  story  previous  to  the  last  general 
election,  and  many  of  us  who  went  to  the 
-country  on  that  occasion  have  returned  not- 
withstanding these  threats,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  the  next  time  we  go  before  our  con- 
stituents the  result  will  be  the  same. 

Mr.  R.  McEENZIE.— I  did  not  include  you. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  thought  you  said,  those  who 
voted  against  the  Government,  and  therefore  I 
was  included.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man charged  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  with  traducing  the 
mining  interests  of  the  colony ;  but  I  deny  that 
he  did  anything  of  the  kind.  The  honourable 
member  dealt  with  only  that  syndicate  with 
which  the  Premier  is  connected,  and,  so  far  as 
traducing  the  mining  interests  of  the  colony 
are  concerned,  I  challenge  him  to  point  out 
one  line  in  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  in  which  he 
spoke  against  that  industry.  In  fairness  the 
honourable  member  for  Motueka  ought  to 
have  made  an  open  charge  against  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
rather  than  make  such  nasty  insinuations 
as  be  chose  to  make.  He  endeavoured  to 
cast  a  reflection  upon  Mr.  Taylor  in  connection 
with  a  transaction  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
and  threatened  to  bring  up  the  case  of  Wake. 
I  would  ask,  what  harm  could  there  be  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  in 
bringing  up  Wake's  case?  No  doubt  the 
honourable  member  was  a  personal  friend  of 
Wake's,  but  that  cannot  be  said  to  be  any- 
thing against  him  (Mr.  Taylor). 

Mr.  CARNCROSS.— Who  paid  Wake's  ex- 
penses out  of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  I  do  not  know,  so  I  can- 
not answer  the  question  ;  but  if  it  were  put  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
I  have  no  doubt  he  could  answer  it.  Kow,  I 
wish  to  say  that  there  were  one  or  two  ques- 
tions mentioned  in  the  House  a  short  time  ago 
regarding  matters  that  happened  in  my  district. 
These  statements  having  been  challenged,  I 
made  further  inquiries,  and  from  information 
of  the  most  reliable  kind  find  that  every  word 
said  by  me  in  connection  with  these  two  cases 
was  absolutely  correct.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis)  brought 
up  the  case  of  an  estate  upon  which  an  advance 
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of  £800  was  made.  I  told  the  Minister  of  Landi 
on  one  occasion  that  this  advance  was  entirely 
out  of  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  propecty. 
That  statement  was  contradicted.  Bat  1  have 
since  learned  from  the  South  that  two  loeal 
valuers  were  sent  to  report  upon  an  application 
put  in  by  the  owner  of  the  property.  Botii  of 
these  valuers  recommended  that  the  sum  of 
£400  be  advanced  upon  the  property,  this  sum, 
it  appears,  being  only  half  the  amount  applied 
for.  Then,  the  owner  of  the  property  most 
have  applied  through  some  other  sonrce,  be- 
cause the  next  thing  we  know  is  that  an 
officer  was  sent  all  the  way  from  Welling- 
ton to  value  this  property,  and  he  reported  m 
favour  of  the  £800  being  advanced.  And  it  ia 
said  that  while  Mr.  Warburton,  now  Auditor- 
General,  was  the  head  of  the  Board  he  declined 
to  advance  the  sum  mentioned.  Whether  that 
is  true  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but  if  it  is  true  it  is 
a  serious  matter  for  thoee  who  followed  that 
gentleman  in  his  position.  There  was  another 
little  matter,  Sir,  in  connection  with  an  estate 
purchased  by  the  Government  in  Southland.  I 
have  also  made  further  inquiries  about  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  substantiating  the  statements 
previously  made  by  me,  and  I  find  from  those 
who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
perty that  every  statement  then  made'  hj 
me  is  fully  borne  out  by  the  information  I 
have  since  received,  with,  perhaps,  this  slight 
exception :  One  of  the  parties  to  whom  I  spoke 
on  the  matter  states  that  my  estimate  of 
two  thousand  acres  of  first-class  land  wis 
probably  a  little  under  the  mark.  At  the  same 
time  he  says  that  not  more  than  one-half 
of  this  land  is  fit  for  the  purpose  of  settlement, 
so  that  this  in  itself  proves  conclusively  every 
statement  made  by  me  concerning  this  uselesa 
property  was  absolutely  correct.  I  will  just 
quote  a  few  statements  from  gentlemen  who 
know  the  estate  thoroughly. 

An  Hon.  Mbubbb.— What  estate  is  it? 

Mr.  KELLY.— -It  is  the  Otahu  EsUte.  Here 
is  one  statement : — 

"  People  who  know  say  it  is  a  well-known  faci 
that  as  a  property  this  is  one  of  the  poorest  in 
Southland,  and  no  one  with  any  idea  of  land 
for  settlement  could  ever  suggest  the  Otahu 
property  as  a  suitable  one." 

Another  says, — 

**  I  think  it  is  the  very  worst  piece  of  ground 
that  could  be  got  anywhere  in  the  district." 

A  third  individual  says, — 

"  After  forty-four  years'  experience  in  land- 
values  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  I  oen 
truthfully  declare  that  it  is  a  most  lamentable 
mistake,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that,  had  the 
Minister  of  Lands  been  fully  acquainted  with 
the  whole  facts,  he  would  not  have  sanctioned 
the  purchase  of  such  miserably  poor  and  unpro- 
ductive land,  for  it  is  utter  folly  to  suppose 
that  settlers  will  be  able  to  prosper  and  become 
contented  on  it.  There  is  a  swamp  of  six 
hundred  acres  or  thereabouts  that,  with  large 
expenditure  upon  draining,  would  give  some 
profitable  land  for  settlement  if  near  a  rail- 
way.   The  balance  is  second-rate  pastoral.'* 

I  could  quote  an  extract   from  the  Otafo 
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WUniM  to  the  same  effect,  bat  I  will  not  do 
«o  upon  the  present  ocoasion.  There  is  one 
matter  in  connection  with  this  debate  that 
go  iar  hononrable  members  have  not  touched 
upon.  And,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  a  pity,  because, 
if  the  statement  which  appears  in  the  Otago 
Daily  Times — containing  a  very  severe  charge 
sgainst  the  Government  of  the  colony — is  in- 
correct, itlis  only  riffht  the  Premier  himself, 
when  replying,  should  have  full  opportunity  of 
contradicting  it.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
the  Premier  has  seen  that  extraordinary  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^It  has  no  foundation  in 
fact. 

Mr.  KELLY.— If  that  is  so,  then  I  say  some 
action  should  be  taken,  if  it  were  possible,  to 
punish  any  man  who  can  stand  up  on  a  public 
platform  and  tell  such  untruths  as  must  be 
contained  in  this  letter,  if  the  PiQamier  can 
prove  them  to  be  without  foundation.  I  mast 
say  tbat  a  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Begg's  met 
me  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  put  to  him  the  ques- 
tion if  he  knew  anything  about  the  charge 
made  by  Mr.  Begg,  and  was  assured  it  was  cor- 
rect. However,  I  have  brought  the  matter  for- 
ward, the  Premier  absolutely  denies  it,  and 
under  all  the  oiroumstances  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  Premier's  denial  pending 
further  information  on  the  matter.  Now,  Sir, 
there  is  another  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
and  it  is  in  regard  to  the  prisons.  It  will  be 
within  the  recollection  of  honourable  members 
that  in  the  session  of  1894  or  1895  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashley  brought  up  a  question 
about  the  expense  of  keeping  prisoners  in  the 
Hokitika  Prison.  Now,  I  find  from  the  reports 
of  the  Department  of  Justice,  Prisons  Branch, 
for  this  year  that  there  is  still  an  extraordinary 
amount  per  head  set  down  for  the  prisoners  in 
Hokitika,  and  I  hope  the  Premier  or  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  will  endeavour  to  ofier  us  some 
explanation  why  prisoners  should  cost  so  much 
at  Hokitika  and  so  very  little  in  Wellington. 
I  find  that  in  the  City  of  Wellington  they  cost 
£21  2s.  lOd.  per  head,  while  in  Hokitika  they 
cost  £96  128.  2d. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Is  that  gross  or  net  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— It  is  the  net  cost.  The 
amount  ranges  from  £21  2s.  lOd.  per  head  in 
Wellington  to  £96  12s.  2d.  per  head  in  Hokitika. 
In  1894-95  the  cost  at  Hokitika  was  £160 
18s.  7d.;  in  1895-96  it  was  £136  19s. ;  and  last 
year  it  was  £96  128.  2d.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
most  extraordinary  state  of  matters  that  there 
should  be  so  very  much  difference  in  the  cost 
between  the  two  places.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  detain  the  House  at  any  length  to-day, 
seeing  that  we  have  already  had  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  in  this  extraordinary  debate. 
There  is,  however,  one  other  matter  of  very 
great  importance  I  wish  to  draw  the  Premier's 
attention  to,  and  I  hope  he  will  look  into 
the  matter  some  time  hefore  the  session  is 
over.  I  refer  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Meikle.  This 
gentleman's  case  has  been  before  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  for  some  time.  That 
Committee  made  a  favourable  recommendation, 


and  up  to  the  present  comparatively  little  has 
been  done  in  the  matter  beyond  the  payment 
of  about  £300  expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Meikle 
in  law  charges.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  very 
hard  matter  indeed  that,  when  the  Govern- 
ment, during  the  Record  Beign  holidays,  prac- 
tically for  no  caase  further  than  clemency 
allowed  two  men  who  had  been  sentenced  on 
a  capital  charge  to  be  liberated,  here  is  a 
man  who  has,  I  submit,  thoroughly  proved 
his  innocence  of  the  charge  on  which  he  was 
convicted,  and  yet  up  to  the  present  time  his 
appeal  has  failed  to  receive  the  slightest  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  Qovernment 
beyond  the  payment  of  the  £200  or  £300 
which  I  mentioned.  I  appeal  to  the  Premier, 
in  his  generosity,  to  consider  this  matter  fairly, 
and  see  if  anything  can  be  done  towards  the 
taking  of  Meikle's  name  from  the  prison  re- 
cords of  the  colony.  It  is  a  very  serious 
matter  to  him,  because  I  understand  be 
has  considerable  expectations  from  the  Old 
Country.  And  at  the  same  time  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  take  some  steps 
to  recompense  Mr.  Meikle  financially  for 
the  injury  which  has  been  done  to  him. 
Sir,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  any  longer, 
but  hope  that  this  debate  will  be  concluded  to- 
night, and  let  us  get  to  business  during  the 
early  portion  of  next  week.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  discuss  the  Bills  which  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Budget.  There  is  the  matter  of 
the  old-age  pensions:  that,  I  think,  will  be 
better  deaJt  with  when  the  Bill  comes  before 
the  House.  I  would  just  like,  before  I  sit 
down,  to  mention  the  matter  of  the  Labour 
Department.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  wrong 
that,  when  old  officials  in  other  depart- 
ments are  drawing  large  salaries  year  after 
year,  and  when  increases  are  given  to 
the  largest  salaries  in  these  departments, 
this  Labour  Department  seems  to  be  speci- 
ally singled  out  to  be  starved.  Now,  I  say 
to  the  Premier,  if  he  does  not  approve  of  this 
department,  it  will  be  far  better  to  abolish 
it  altogether  than  that  the  officials  connected 
with  it  should  be  subject  to  the  treatment 
that  they  have  received  for  some  time,  and 
I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  take 
into  serious  consideration  the  propriety  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  all  officials  in  the 
chief  centres  of  the  colony.  Regarding  the 
expense  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  trip 
Home,  nothing,  I  think,  should  be  said  about 
that  in  the  meantime.  There  will  be  time 
enough  to  discuss  it  when  the  matter  comes 
before  us  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  HEKE.— Sir,  the  only  subject  that  I 
desire  to  touch  upon  is  the  Native  question.  I 
deeire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  effect  of  their  Native-land  policy.  Under 
the  present  Government's  Native-land  policy 
there  is  one  great  objection  that  I  have  always 
contended  against  ever  since  the  introduction 
by  them  of  the  legislation  of  1894.  That 
legislation  provides  that  the  method  of  acquir- 
ing Native  land  was  to  be  restricted  to  trans- 
actions between  the  Natives  and  the  Crown, 
and  private  individuals  were  excluded.    Now, 
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Sir,  the  main  complaint  I  have  to  make  is 
that  it  deprives  the  Natives  of  ail  increased 
valaes  of  their  property  brought  about  by  pub- 
lic competition.  This  is  a  matter  which  I 
believe  every  member  of  this  House  entirely 
objects  to  if  the  policy .  were  applied  to  pro- 
perties held  by  Europeans ;  but,  unfortunately 
for  the  Natives,  their  political  power  in  the 
country  is  so  small  that  the  Government  of 
the  day,  having  nothing  to  fear  as  to  any  force 
being  brought  against  them  by  the  Natives,  un- 
dertook to  do  it,  with  hesitation.  But  I  think 
every  reasonable  member  of  this  House  will 
admit,  and  cannot  help  admitting,  that  in  fair- 
ness to  the  Native  landowners  this  restriction 
ought  to  be  removed.  I,  in  1894,  endeavoured 
strongly  to  assimilate  the  Native-land  laws  to 
the  laws  of  the  Europeans ;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  Qovernment,  by  a  veiy  large  majority,  de- 
feated my  intention.  Sir,  I  desire  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact  also :  that 
it  must  be  admitted  that  by  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  the  Natives  conceded  the  sovereignty 
of  these  islands  to  the  Queen,  and  in  re- 
turn she  guaranteed  to  the  Natives  full 
rights  to  their  property,  and  also  conferred 
upon  them  the  rights  of  British  subjects. 
Now,  every  member  of  this  House  must 
admit  that  the  rights  of  British  subjects 
must  be  maintained,  whether  those  subjects 
are  Maoris  or  Europeans  ;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  acquire  Native  lands  for  the  sole  use  of  the 
European  population  of  the  colony  has  brought 
about  that  selfish  aim  which  is  contained  in 
the  Act  of  1894.  Having  failed  to  carry  my 
point — that  is,  to  allow  the  Maoris  to  exercise 
the  same  rights  as  Her  Majesty's  European 
subjects — there  only  remains  one  other  course, 
which  is  the  strong  wish  of  the  Maoris,  and 
that  is  a  complete  reservation  of  their  remain- 
ing lands.  In  other  words,  the  alternative 
that  I  will  urge  upon  the  House,  after  the 
Government  refusing  to  allow  the  Natives  to 
have  the  full  rights  of  British  subjects,  as  con- 
ferred upon  them  not  only  by  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  but  by  the  Native  Bights  Act  of 
1865,  they  ought  to  introduce  legislation  pre- 
serving all  the  remaining  properties  held  by 
the  Natives  for  the  sole  mamtenance  of  them- 
selves and  their  descendants.  I  have  heard 
the  Premier  on  several  occasions,  and  I  have 
also  heard  several  members  of  this  House, 
not  only  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  but  also 
on  public  platforms,  express  their  entire 
sympathy  for  the  welfare  of  the  Native  people. 
Now,  the  Premier,  just  the  other  day,  in  ad- 
dressing a  gathering  of  Native  chiefs  here  in 
Wellington,  gave  utterance  to  the  same 
sympathy.  Sir,  we  must  all  admit  that 
sympathy  is  very  well  in  its  way ;  but  when 
that  sympathy  is  called  upon  to  be  brought 
down  to  something  practical,  then  these  people 
never  have  any  desire  to  do  that.  On  this 
occasion  I  only  hope  that  what  the  Premier 
said  the  other  day  to  the  Natives  will  be  re- 
duced to  practice.  The  way  in  which  the 
(Government  have  been  acquiring  Native  land 
since  1891  or  1892  up  to  the  present  year  is 
Mr.  Heke 


something  extraordinary.  In  the  Statement 
under  discussion  we  have  the  announcement 
that  the  number  of  acres  of  Native  land  ac- 
quired during  the  last  finanoial  year  is  some- 
thing like  835,000  acres.  Now,  I  think  that  the 
number  of  acres  held  by  Native  people  in  both 
Islands  at  the  present  time  does  not  exceed 
four  million  acres.  The  greater  portion  of  this 
land  is  entirely  useless.  It  is  land  the  Natives 
cannot  make  use  of.  Therefore  I  will  nige 
upon  the  Government,  and  also  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  the  necessity  of  bringing 
about  legislation  to  make  a  complete  reserva- 
tion of  all  the  remaining  land  the  Natives  have 
for  their  sole  benefit  and  the  benefit  of  their 
descendants.  This  is  not  a  new  idea.  It  is 
an  idea  which  was  brought  about  first  of  all 
in  1889,  ae  far  as  I  can  understand,  when  the 
New  Zealand  Company  called  upon  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  to  grant  them  a  oharter  te 
enable  them  to  purchase  lands  from  the 
Natives  in  New  Zealand  for  the  purpose 
of  settlement.  The  British  Government  re- 
fused their*  request  on  several  oooasions; 
but,  finally,  both  parties— the  Oovemment 
and  the  heads  of  the  company— oame  to 
an  agreement.  One  of  the  conditions  was 
that  the  company  was  to  agree  to  reserve 
to  the  Natives  a  tenth  of  all  the  land  pur- 
chased by  them.  Now,  in  a  few  oases  that 
condition  was  carried  out,  but  there  aie 
several  standing  cases  at  the  present  time 
which  are  still  held  in  abeyance  by  the  Qo* 
vernment.  I  say  by  the  Government,  Sir,  be- 
cause the  Grown  afterwards  acquired  the  rights 
of  the  company,  and  also  acquired  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities which  devolved  on  the  oompany. 
And  on  this  particular  point  I  desire  to  refer 
to  a  case — and  a  very  serious  case  too— a  case 
that  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  Government  and  by  this  House,  and 
that  is  the  unfulfilled  **  tenths  "  of  Otago.  I 
know  this  is  a  very  old  question.  At  the 
same  time  the  question  is  one  which  haa 
been  already  admitted  by  this  House«  and  by 
the  officials  who  took  part  in  the  negotia- 
tions for  the  purchases  during  the  early  days. 
Ever  since  then  to  the  present  time  nothing 
has  been  done,  and  I  would  urge  this  upon  the 
Government,  and  also  upon  the  House:  that 
where  the  House  has  admitted,  not  only  by 
parliamentary  Committees,  but  also  by  Com- 
missions set  up  by  themselves  to  inquire  intO' 
the  grievances  of  the  Nauves,  and  in  oases  of 
such  a  nature  where  they  drew  up  favourable 
recommendations,  and  these  recommendations 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Government,  and 
where  the  Government  have  failed  to  ful61 
them,  then  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  also  the  duty  of  Parliament,  to- 
create  a  means  by  which  the  Natives  can 
bring  their  grievances  before  a  judioiiJ  tribunal 
to  enable  them  to  compel  those  in  authori^,  if 
they  can  prove  a  case,  to  fulfil  their  promises^ 
which  have  been  admitted  over  and  over 
again.  Now,  Sir,  I  desire  to  bring  for- 
ward some  of  the  grievances  that  ought  t» 
be  considered  by  this  House.  We  have  in  the 
northern  part  of  Auckland  suoh  oases  as  have 
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bean  referred  to  this  Hoaae  by  way  of  petition. 
The  petitioners  complain  of  lands  which  were 
sold  in  the  very  early  days,  before  the  signing 
of  the  Treaty  of  Waitangt,  and  since  then,  to 
the  early  missionaries.  These  properties  are 
of  considerable  area,  and  by  some  means  or 
another,  after  the  arrival  of  GoYernor  Hobson, 
rsgulations  were  drawn  up  limiting  the  areas 
to  be  held  by  missionaries.  The  lands  I  speak 
of  are  lands  known  as  "  surplus  lands."  The 
surplus  areas  sold  to  the  missionaries 
were  not  returned  to  the  Natives  who 
sold  to  the  missionaries,  but  were  claimed  by  the 
Grown,  the  contention  being  that,  as  the  Natives 
had  disposed  of  their  Native  rights  in  these 
particular  properties,  it  rendered  these  lands 
Grown  lands.  Now,  I  know  in  several  cases 
where  a  good  many  of  these  old  missionaries — 
the  MatUiews,  for  instance — at  the  very  north 
of  this  Island,  in  their  turn  returned  to  the 
Natives  considerable  nortions  of  these  blocks 
which  the  Natives  had  sold  to  them ;  but  the 
Natives,  labouring  onder  the  delusion  that  they 
were  still  owners  of  these  properties,  were  in- 
formed by  the  authorities  in  later  years  that 
they  had  no  right  whatever  to  them.  I  am 
just  pointing  to  one  particular  kind  which  I 
think  ought  to  receive  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  also  of  this 
House;  and  I  must  inform  honourable  mem- 
bers of  this  fact:  that  we  have  had  several 
petitions  during  my  short  political  career 
before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on  this 
veiy  subject,  and  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
on  these  petitions  have  been  to  recommend  the 
Government  to  have  these  cases  referred  either 
to  the  Native  Land  Court  or  to  the  Magistrates 
of  the  district,  to  enable  both  parties — that  is, 
the  petitioners  and  the  Government — to  thresh 
the  question  out.  I  think  that  method  of  pro- 
cedure is  needed  in  these  cases,  and  if  the  peti- 
tioners fail  or  can  establish  their  cases  it  will  be 
the  quickest  way  of  settling  that  most  difficult 
and  most  important  question.  The  next  griev- 
ance I  have.  Sir — and  when  I  use  that  expression 
I  mean  the  Maori  people^is  the  difference  of  the 
legislation  introduced  by  different  Governments, 
and  especially  the  present  Government,  which 
is  entirely  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Waitangi .  When  I  refer  to  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi  I  know  that  older  members  of  this 
House  and  younger  members  of  this  House 
pooh-pooh  the  idea  of  such  a  thing,  and  run 
away  with  the  erroneous  idea,  I  say,  that  the 
Trsaty  of  Waitangi  has  no  existence  at  all. 
Well,  I  have  spent  a  little  time  on  this 
Bubjeot,  and  I  have  come  to  only  one  con- 
clusion, and  that  is  this:  In  all  the  early 
reomds  of  this  oolony  the  different  Colonial 
Seoretaries  in  their  despatches  to  Her 
Majesty's  Representative  here,  have  in  every 
instance  urged  upon  them  the  necessity  of 
keeping  intact  and  oairyiog  out  the  con- 
ditioBs  of  the  treaty,  not  only  in  spirit,  but 
also  in  practice,  ever  since  1840.  But,  how- 
ever, tiie  different  forces  prevailing  here,  and 
ftlso  prevailing  in  London  —  forces  brought 
ftbout  by  influential  members  of  the  New 
Zealand  Company — ^managed  to^  get  hold  of  a 
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majority  in  the  colony  here  to  ovenride  all 
the  conditions  of  that  treaty;  and  it  vras  on 
that  account  and  on  no  other  that  the  early 
disturbances  in  this  colony  were  created,  and 
as  a  ease  in  point  I  desire  to  refer  to  the 
Waitara  trouble.  The  Waitara  trouble,  of 
course,  is  ancient  history,  and  younger  mem- 
bers of  this  House  know  nothing  about  it.  It 
originated  out  of  rights  to  land.  The  agents 
of  the  then  Government,  thinking  that  every 
individual  Native  had  an  individual  right 
to  property,  simply  made  slight  inquiries,  and 
found  out  that  a  certain  Native  named  Te 
Teira  had  full  rights  to  this  particular  block  in 
Waitara.  Inquiries  were  made  in  the  usual 
fashion,  of  course  every  one  being  prejudiced 
against  the  Natives  who  opposed  the  sale,  and 
they  decided  that  this  particular  Native,  Te 
Teira,  was  full  and  sole  owner  to  this  particular 
property.  But,  fortunately  for  the  opposing 
party— that  is,  for  Te  Rangitake— a  few  years 
after  the  trouble  a  Compensation  Court  was 
set  up,  and  on  that  Court  presided  our  late 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  Mr. 
Fen  ton,  and  two  other  Judges — Munroe  and 
another.  However,  it  came  out  in  that  in- 
quiry who  the  true  owner  of  this  particular 
block,  which  caused  the  war  known  as  the 
Waitara  war,  was — that  it  did  not  belong  to 
Te  Teira,  but  belonged  to  the  Native  who 
opposed  the  sale — namely,  Te  Rangitake.  Sir, 
this  proves  conclusively  that  it  was  on  account 
of  the  loose  administration  and  the  direct 
violation  of  Article  2  of  the  Treaty  of  Wai- 
tangi by  those  in  authority  in  the  colony  that 
brought  about  all  these  disturbances ;  and  all 
these  troubles,  which  resulted  in  the  shedding 
of  blood,  were  entirely  due — not  to  the  Natives, 
Sir,  as  contended  by  a  good  many  of  our  his- 
torians—but to  the  agents  of  the  Government 
and  to  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  the  same  thing  can  be  said  of  the 
trouble  in  the  Waikato,  the  Watrau,  and  Koro- 
rareka  wars,  the  latter  especially  having  a  strong 
bearing  on  the  violation  of  the  conditions  of 
the  treaty.  I  have  read  a  good  many  books  by 
different  writers  giving  their  views  and  raising 
considerable  objection  to  the  actions  of  the 
Natives  in  those  days,  and  giving  their  reasons 
that  it  was  not  on  the  part  of  the  Europeans 
in  this  colony  that  the  troubles  occurred.  No ; 
it  was  on  the  part  of  the  Natives,  because  they 
desired  to  preserve  all  their  lands  and  set  up 
land  leagues.  Sir,  that  is  entirely  ridiculous. 
The  true  intent  of  the  Natives  was  undoubtedly 
to  preserve  all  their  lands,  and  they  had  very 
good  reason  for  doing  so.  But  as  those  in 
authority  wished  to  acquire  Native  lands  in 
those  days  they  never  considered  any  of  the 
propositions  set  before  them  by  the  Natives^ 
but  simply  got  hold  of  some  second-rate  chief 
and  got  nim  to  join  issue  with  them,  and,  hav- 
ing greater  strength  than  the  Natives,  they 
managed  to  oust  out  all  the  others,  and  carried 
all  their  wants  by  using  the  tremendous  forces, 
behind  them.  Now,  the  point  I  want  to  raise, 
however,  is  that  Bishop  Selwyn  and  Sir  William 
Martin — I  think  they  were  two  of  the  promi- 
nent men  in  those  days  amongst  the  Europeana 
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— and  also  Bome  Wesleyan  misBionarieB,  urged 
upon  the  Katives  that  the  Queen  or  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  had  no  intention  whatsoever 
of  violating  any  of  the  principles  of  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi.  A  good  many  of  the  Natives  ac- 
cepted this  statement,  but  there  were  others  who 
were  sceptical.  When  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi 
was  being  prepared  and  taken  round  to  the  differ- 
ent districts  in  both  Islands  the  missionaries 
managed  to  get  pretty  well  all  the  influential 
chiefs  throughout  both  Islands  to  attach  their 
signatures  to  it.  So  after  its  acceptance  by 
the  British  Parliament  and  by  the  Natives 
some  of  the  Natives  began  to  feel  that  their 
rights  were  being  taken  from  them,  and  they 
started  to  make  inquiries  among  their  Euro- 
pean friends,  more  especially  the  missionaries. 
The  missionaries  could  not  blind  the  Natives 
by  saying  that  there  was  no  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Imperial  Government  to  deprive  them  of 
their  rights ;  but  they  told  them  the  plain  truth, 
more  especially  in  1846,  when  the  regulations 
were  passed  to  limit  the  right  of  the  Natives 
to  ^eir  properties — that  is,  to  limit  their 
rights  to  only  that  portion  of  the  country  they 
resided  on  and  actually  cultivated.  The  main 
portion  of  the  country  was  to  be  declared 
Crown  land.  In  attaching  their  signatures  to 
the  treaty  the  Natives  trusted  to  the  honour  of 
the  British  Qovemment  to  protect  their  rights 
to  the  soil.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  unfortunate  Natives,  in  being  in- 
veigled into  signing  the  treaty,  were  drawn  into 
a  snare.  The  argument  used  against  them 
was,  **  Oh,  you  have  ceded  your  sovereignty 
to  the  Queen "  —  right  in  itself,  but  the 
Queen  on  the  other  hand  guarantees  to  the 
Natives  the  full  right  to  their  land ;  but  that 
article  has  been  entirely  violated  ever  since  the 
Legislature  of  New  Zealand  began  to  enact 
laws.  In  introducing  legislation  a£fecting  the 
Natives  and  their  property,  I  say  that  due  con- 
sideration ought  to  oe  placed  on  the  pro- 
visions of  such  legislation.  I  contend  that 
as  the  Natives  have  been  declared  British 
subjects  they  are  fully  entitled  u>  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  Europeans. 
But  all  this  is  entirely  cast  to  the  winds,  and 
the  rights  of  the  Natives  are  not  recognised.  I 
now  desire  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  Govern- 
ment method  of  purchasing  Native  land.  Pretty 
well  all  the  former  Acts  before  1894  were  re- 
pealed by  '*  The  Native  Land  Act,  1894."  That 
Act  provides  that  the  Grown  has  the  sole  right 
of  acquiring  Native  land ;  so  that  if  a  Native 
desires  to  sell  his  land  he  can  only  sell  it  to  the 
Crown.  I  have  already  shown  the  wrongs  of 
such  enactment,  because  it  deprives  the  Native 
owners  of  the  value  of  their  property  by  not 
allowing  public  competition.  In  this  respect  I 
desire  to  refer  to  a  case  in  the  Provincial  Dis- 
trict of  WellhDgton.  The  Tamaki  Block  was 
purchased  by  the  Government  from  the  Natives 
for  10s.  an  acre.  I  do  not  suppose  members 
will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Govern- 
ment disposed  of  it  at  £5,  £7,  and  £10  an 
acre.  I  think  it  will  be  agreed  that  that 
wae  hardly  doing  justice  to  the  Native  owners. 
Mr.  MEREDITH.— How  long  was  that  ago  ? 
Mr.  Heke 


Mr.  HEEE. — During  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. I  can  mention  several  similar  caaes. 
An  injustice  of  that  kind,  I  think,  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  by  Parliament.  Then,  there  ia  the 
question  of  Native  land  leased  to  Europeans 
before  the  passing  of  "  The  Land  and  Income 
Assessment  Act,  1695."  That  Act  imposes  a 
tax  on  Native  land  leased  to  Europeans.  When 
a  European  goes  to  a  Native  or  a  number  of 
Natives  to  acquire  land,  he  says,  "  Well,  I 
desire  to  acquire  your  land  by  way  of  lease." 
The  Natives  say,  "  Well,  what  will  you  give 
us  ?  "  He  states  a  price,  and  the  Natives  say, 
*'  Oh,  we  want  more  than  that."  Then  the 
European,  who  is  desirous  of  acquiring  ihia 
property  by  way  of  lease,  points  out  to 
the  Natives  the  disadvantages  he  is  placed 
under.  There  are  the  survey  liens  to  be  paid 
before  the  lease  can  be  registered.  He  saye 
to  the  Natives,  '*  I  have  found  out  that  there 
is  a  lien  of  £300  for  survey  fees  on  this  land, 
and  I  shall  have  to  pay  that.  Therefore  yoa 
will  have  to  reduce  the  rent  you  are  asldiiff.*' 
The  Native,  naturally  of  course,  takes  that  inio 
consideration,  and  falls  in  with  the  person  ne- 
gotiating. If  that  is  cast  aside  he  nimee 
another  point,  and  the  other  point  is  that  he 
has  got  to  pay  stamp  duty.  This  stamp  dafty 
is  one  of  the  greatest  grievances  that  we  labour 
under.  When  I  use  the  expression  '*  we,"  I 
use  it  as  meaning  not  only  the  Native  owners 
of  land  but  the  Europeans,  and  any  private  indi- 
vidual seeking  the  purchase  or  siede  of  tbsut 
land.  Under  the  Stamp  Act  the  Natives  have 
to  pay  a  duty  of  10  per  cent.  This  also  ia 
raised  against  the  Native  owners  of  property 
by  the  individual  negotiating  for  the  pur* 
chase  or  lease  of  the  land,  and  the  Na&vea 
are  told  that  they  will  have  to  pay  the  10  per 
cent.  duty.  That  has  to  be  paid  before  a  legal 
title  can  be  given,  and  in  a  good  many  cases 
this  duty  runs  up  to  a  considerable  amount. 
I  have  known  oases  where  Europeans  have  bed 
to  pay  sums  ranging  from  £150  to  £1,000 
simply  for  stamp  duty  before  they  could  get 
leases  registered.  Of  course,  all  this  is  brought 
before  the  Natives,  and  it  means  that  they  axe 
compelled  to  accept  a  price  that  is  suggested 
to  them  by  the  person  negotiating  for  the  lease 
of  their  property.  All  this  tends  to  reduce  the 
rental  of  Native  lands,  and  in  the  face  ol  this 
the  Government,  by  its  legislation  of  1895,  has 
increased  the  tax  on  Native  land.  It  provides 
that  the  land-tax  should  be  deducted  oat  d 
the  rents  due  to  the  Natives.  Now,  that  prin- 
ciple  could  only  be  fairly  applied  to  lands  the 
leases  of  which  were  obtained  after  the  passing 
of  "The  Land  and  Income  Assessment  Act, 
1895  " ;  but  it  is  made  to  apply  to  the  leases  ob- 
tained before  that  date,  and  I  say  is  in  prin- 
ciple entirely  wrong.  There  is  another  matter 
that  I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to,  and  that  is  the  Government  ntefthod 
of  purchasing  Native  lands.  The  method  at  pre- 
sent is  this :  They  send  their  sgents  ont,  and 
when  they  come  across  the  Native  owners  of  a 
block  that  is  required  they  negotiate  for  the 
purchase  of  it.  Now,  there  is  no  provision  ac 
all  compelling  the  Ciovemment  porofaaaers  to 
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go  before  %  Trust  Oommiseionbr  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertainiDg  whether  the  Natives  have  suffi- 
cient land  for  their  maintenanoe  outside  the 
particular  interest  which  they  are  sellinfr  to 
the  Grown.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  private 
individual  desires  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase 
of  a  piece  of  land  from  the  Natives  he  and  the 
Native  who  signs  the  deed  of  sale  have  to  go  be- 
fore a  Trust  Oommissioner,  and  before  the  deed 
is  passed  the  Trust  Oommissioner  has  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  vendor  has  sufficient  property 
or  land  for  his  maintenance  outside  the  pro- 
perties to  be  sold,  and  if  the  Commissioner  is 
not  satisfied  of  that  he  refuses  to  pass  the  deed 
of  sale.  That  is  the  condition  imposed  upon 
nMptialions  between  the  Natives  and  private 
individuals;  but  in  dealings  with  the  Grown 
that  does  not  apply.  I  see  the  Premier  has 
nalised  that,  because  when  he  addressed  a 
deputation  of  Natives  a  few  days  ago  he  referred 
to  the  fact  that  this  had  been  brought  under 
his  notice:  that  in  connection  with  the  Go- 
vernment purchases  there  is  every  possibility 
and  probability  of  a  good  many  Natives  being 
rendered  landless.  And,  Sir,  that  is  quite 
true;  but,  fortunately  for  the  Natives  who 
are  rendered  landless,  they  do  not  suffer 
the  same  way  as  Europeans  suffer  when 
ihey  are  dispossessed  of  their  property  and 
means  of  livelihood,  because  when  a  Native  is 
rendered  landless,  or  has  no  other  means  of 
living,  he,  in  his  turn,  simply  lives  with  those 
who  still  hold  on  to  their  land,  and  by  that 
means  he  manages  to  have  a  home  and  to  live 
comfortably.  That  is  in  our  favour.  But,  Sir, 
if  at  any  time  that  particular  custom  which 
exists  amongst  the  Natives  were  swept  away, 
what  will  be  the  position  of  these  landless 
Natives  ?  I  know,  of  course,  the  Government 
has  made  an  effort  to  supply  a  good  many 
Natives  in  the  South  Island  with  land  ;  but  the 
contention  is  that  fifty  acres  is  a  sufficiency  of 
land.  Why,  that  is  entirely  absurd ;  even  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  first-class  land  I  dq 
not  consider  sufficient  for  an  individual.  This 
phase  of  the  Native  question  is  an  argument 
for  members  of  this  House  and*  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  into  consideration  the  necessity 
of  psAsing  legislation  to  preserve  all  the  re- 
maining lands  of  the  Natives.  What,  Sir,  is 
the  fear  of  the  community,  of  the  general 
public,  of  the  representatives,  and  of  the  Govern- 
ment? The  fear  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  European  representatives  at  ^e  present 
day  is  that  we  must  find  means  by  which  we 
can  provide  for  those  who  cannot  provide  for 
themselves,  and  that  is  the  meaning  of  the 
agitation  for  the  old-age  pensions  scheme,  and 
of  the  discussions  of  the  question  as  to  what 
are  the  best  means  of  providing  for  charitable 
aid.  There  is  every  probability  of  the  Natives 
4*80  ^^°S  rendered  landless,  and  of  the 
'  Natives  being  compelled  to  fiy  to  these 
eharitable  institutions,  if  the  Government  of 
the  day  and  the  Legislature  will  not  take  into 
serious  consideration  the  advisability  of  passing 
legislation  in  the  direction  I  have  already  indi- 
cated—namely, reserving  to  the  Natives  the 
whole  of  the  territory  tiiey  hold  at  the  present 


time.  I  know  a  good  many  representatives 
of  this  House  would  contend  that  this  is 
merely  another  way  of  desiring  to  allow  the 
Native  lands  to  remain  as  they  are,  without 
bringing  forth  anything  to  the  colony,  or,  it  is 
one  of  those  selfish  aims.  That  is  not  my  in- 
tention ;  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Natives 
owning  Native  land  at  the  present  time.  We 
fully  realise  that  it  is  no  benefit  to  them  to 
allow  all  Native  lands  to  remain  as  they  are, 
and  we  fully  realise  that  to  benefit  ourselves 
and  the  colony  these  lands  ought  to  be  utilised. 
But  to  prevent  the  Natives  from  disposing  of 
their  heritage  and  their  only  means  of  liveli- 
hood, I  contend,  we  should  first  make  a  com- 
plete reservation,  and  then  introduce  legislation 
adopting  a  new  course  of  procedure  as  to  the 
means  of  utilising  these  properties ;  and  I  would 
make  the  suggestion — which  is  agreed  to  by 
the  Natives,  that  the  only  method  of  deal- 
ing with  these  properties  e^ould  be  by  lease. 
I  hope  that,  when  legislation  is  introduced  to 
give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  Natives  in  this 
direction,  members  of  this  House  and  the 
Government  will  see  their  way  clear  to  support 
it.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  educaUon. 
The  present  system  of  Native  education,  I 
think,  does  not  meet  with  general  approval. 
For  myself  I  say  the  whole  method  is  entirely 
a  mistake.  So  far  as  Native  teachers  are  con- 
cerned, for  instance,  the  majority  of  them  are 
not  qualified.  They  are  very  good  men  indi- 
vidually, and  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
them ;  but  I  recognise  that  we  are  a  long  way 
behind  the  European  standard  of  education. 
I  think  this  is  a  point  that  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  Government, 
and  something  ought  to  be  done  to  try  and 
remove  this,  if  possible.  I  think  it  is  possible. 
Of  course,  the  question  of  expense  arises,  and 
I  must  admit  that  qualified  men  will  never 
act  in  that  capacity  in  Native  schools  if  their 
pay  is  insufficient.  This  is  the  main  question 
to  be  considered ;  but  in  this  direction  I  desire 
to  point  out  that  I  think  we  have  too  many 
Native  schools  altogether.  I  think  a  reduction 
of  the  number  ought  to  be  made  so  as  to  allow 
qualified  teachers  to  be  appointed.  Then,  an- 
other thing  I  should  like  to  see  adopted  would 
be  an  agricultural  school.  That  is  one  of  the 
best  methods  of  educating  the  Natives.  If,  for 
instance,  the  Legislature  would  pass  legisla- 
tion reserving  all  the  lands  of  the  Natives 
that  they  hold  at  present,  and  such  a  col- 
lege were  established,  say,  in  one  particu- 
lar centre  in  this  Island,  and  the  Native 
boys  taught  in  the  schools  or  some  of  the 
colleges  were  transferred  to  this  college,  it 
would  tend  to  Inculcate  that  training  that 
is  found  amongst  the  Europeans — namely, 
a  desire  to  work  for  themselves.  Not  that  I 
disagree  with  the  idea  of  higher  education — 
nothing  of  the  kind ;  but  higher  education  can 
be  obtained  even  under  the  present  system.  I 
am  speaking  of  the  majority  of  my  people.  It 
would  be  better  for  them  after  going  tbrouflh 
a  course  of  education  in  the  village  schools* 
Their  parents  ought  to  be  enabled  to  have 
them  transferred  to  an  agricultural  college. 
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After  that  they  oould  return  home  with 
a  knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  use  it  to 
the  best  advantage  on  their  own  properties. 
But  there  is  one  serious  matter  in  the 
way,  and  that  is  the  present  Native- land 
laws ;  that  is  the  main  bar  to  the  en- 
couragement of  thrift  amongst  the  Natives. 
So  many  obstructions  are  in  the  way,  brought 
about  by  the  different  conditions  of  the  Native- 
land  laws,  that  they  tend  to  keep  the  Natives 
back,  instead  of  giving  them  a  free  hand,  and 
allowing  them  to  understand  that  a  particular 
property  belongs  to  one  individual  or  one  set 
of  individuals,  and  allowing  those  individuals 
to  utilise  the  properties  without  fear  of  inter- 
ference by  others  of  their  own  people.  Under 
the  present  state  of  the  law  this  is  the  tend- 
ency: A  Native  desires  to  cultivate,  and  re- 
?uire8  from  the  Native  Land  Court  a  title. 
f  they  hold  the  block  in  common,  when  he 
starts  to  work  and  gets  something  out  of  it 
a  number  of  others  come  and  say,  '*  You  must 
not  work  there  because  it  belongs  to  me." 
That  is  where  the  question  of  individualising 
titles  oomes  in ;  and,  while  I  entirely  sympa- 
thize with  that  idea  —  and  I  would  go  any 
length  to  bring  about  that  change — I  would  do 
my  utmost  to  prevent  things  being  left  in  their 
present  state.  I  made  an  efifort  to  make  pro- 
vision, in  1894,  to  allow  Natives  to  individualise, 
but  was  defeated.  I  have,  however,  already 
indicated  our  alternative  —  a  complete  reser- 
vation. We  can  also  do  without  individualising : 
we  can  get  the  Natives  to  utilise  their  proper- 
ties by  concentrating  the  interests  of  the  larger 
number  of  the  people  in  the  hands  of  a  working 
committee,  for  instance,  and  confer  such  powers 
as  may  be  necessary  on  this  committee  to  enable 
them  to  work  the  property ;  but  the  consent  of 
the  majority  of  the  owners  should  be  obtained 
before  anything  in  the  way  of  selling  or  leasing 
on  mortgage  was  done.  Something  in  that 
direction  would  tend  to  instil  into  the  Natives 
independence  and  a  greater  desire  for  work. 
There  is  one  more  question  I  wish  to  refer  to, 
and  it  is  something  similar  to  the  one  I  have 
already  touched  upon.  Sir,  we  have  in  this 
Island  a  number  of  Natives  who  have  very 
good  cases  against  the  Grown — cases  which,  I 
may  say,  have  been  admitted  by  both  parlia- 
mentary Committees  and  by  Commissioners. 
Now,  demands  have  been  made  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  compensation,  and  have  been  refused 
by  them — rightly,  of  course,  from  their  own 
point  of  view,  but  wrongly  from  a  Native  point 
of  view,  and  the  Native  view  has  been  backed 
up  by  parliamentary  Conmiittees,  as  I  have 
already  said.  In  respect  of  such  oases,  I  must 
again  urge  on  the  House  the  necessity  of 
laying  down  a  course  of  procedure  to  have 
these  cases  relegated  to  a  judicial  tribunal, 
which  should  be  empowered  to  inquire  into 
them;  and  then,  if  the  Natives  can  establish 
any  claim  at  all  against  the  Government,  I  do 
not  see  why  redress  should  not  be  allowed 
them  by  the  Legislature.  We  have  instances 
of  that  kind  coming  before  the  House  year 
after  year,  and  still  the  claims  are  not  satis- 
fied. However,  so  far  as  two  cases  are  con- 
Mr.  Heke 


cemed,  I  believe  they  have  been  relieved 
to  a  great  extent  during  the  present  Ad- 
ministration. But,  Sir,  the  method  of  con- 
doning these  wrongs  is  by  no  means  the 
right  one.  The  fact  of  recognising  a  wrong 
is  not  sufficient,  nor  is  it  sufficient  to  say  we 
condone  the  wrong  by  giving  a  paltry  sum  oi 
money  to  fulfil  the  grievance.  I,  for  one,  do  not- 
believe  in  such  methods  of  redressing  wrongs^ 
I  think,  if  a  wrong  has  been  committed  by  tibe 
State  the  Government  is  in  duty  bound  to 
give  redress  and  offer  full  compensation.  I 
hope,  when  such  cases  come  before  the  House 
and  the  Government  it  will  receive  due  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Sir,  the  House  zoee  at 
one  o'clock  this  morning,  and  now  it  is  a 
quarter  to  five  in  the  afternoon,  so  that  one 
can  account  for  the  thinness  of  the  House.  It 
is  an  easy  matter  to  speak  when  there  is  a  foil 
House  and  full  galleries.  In  speaking  on  the 
Budget,  I  desire  to  disabuse  the  minds  of 
honourable  members  from  any  intention  on- 
my  part,  in  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make 
in  refuting  statements  made  by  honourable 
members  or  in  correcting  their  statementSf 
to  infringe  upon  the  sacredness  of  the  personal 
character  of  honourable  members.  Sir,  I  regret 
very  much  the  scene  that  took  place  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  yesterday  afternoon,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  session,  and  during  the  future  sessions 
of  Parliament,  there  will  be  an  entire  absence 
of  personal  recrimination.  I  do  not  think 
that  political  warfare  should  be  carried  on  on 
such  lines.  Let  honourable  members  strike 
hard  by  all  means.  I  think  a  man  can  strike 
hard  and  at  the  same  time  recognise  that 
every  member  of  this  House  is  a  gentleman 
and  an  honest  man.  I  recognise  the  fact  thai 
every  member  sent  to  this  House  has  had  his 
personal  character  carefully  looked  into  as  a 
sine  qua  non  of  qualification  before  he  wa» 
chosen  representative ;  therefore  to  reflect 
upon  the  personal  character  oi  any  honourable 
gentleman  is  to  reflect  upon  the  intelligence 
of  the  electors  of  the  colony.  Let  every  man 
be  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind.  I  am  a 
Liberal,  and  a  supporter  of  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment. I  contested  my  election  for  Ashley  on 
these  lines  in  1890,  and  I  won  the  seat  by  ik 
majority  of  thirty-two  votes  against  two  op- 
ponents. In  1893  I  presented  myself  for  re- 
election, when  I  was  returned  with  a  majority 
of  590  votes.  In  1896  I  presented  myself 
for  re-election,  when  I  was  again  returned  with 
a  majority  of  372  votes,  or  a  majority  over  all 
the  votes  cast  for  my  two  opponents  of  forty- 
three.  In  my  election  I  had  to  contend  each 
time  with  a  Conservative  candidate  and  a 
pseudo-Liberal ;  so  that  my  position  is  very 
well  defined.  Sir,  before  I  proceed  directly  u> 
remark  on  a  few  of  the  questions  contained  in 
the  Budget  I  desire  to  refer  to  remarks  made 
by  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
during  this  debate.  While  listening  to  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wangs- 
nni,  Mr.  Carson,  I  noticed  the  severe  strictures 
he  indulged  in  on  what  is  called  the  **  seising'^ 
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of  the  sinking  funds.  I  think,  Sir,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  looked  oarefally 
into  that  question  he  would  have  found  that 
the  term  "seizing"  is  not  properly  applied  to 
(he  Grovemment  availing  themselves  of  the 
released  sinking  funds.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  the  other  night  stated  that 
something  like  £900,000  of  released  sinking 
funds  has  been  spent  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment on  public  works,  including  railway  ex- 
tension. Honourable  members  know  that  by 
Act  of  Parliament  the  Government  in  power  for 
the  time  being  can  legally  use  the  released  sink- 
ing funds  on  public  works.  There  is  nothing 
whatever  wrong  or  illegal  connected  with  it. 
Now,  if  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui 
desires  to  make  out  that  the  Government  ille- 
'  gaily  seized  and  allocated  those  sinking  funds, 
it  resolves  itself  in  to  this  :  that  the  Government 
committed  a  dishonest  act ;  and,  if  honourable 
members  consider  they  have  committed  a  theft, 
why  do  those  honourable  members  avail  them- 
selves of  a  portion  of  the  booty  ?  Who  is  the 
fpreater  sinner  —  the  pers6n  who  steals  the  pro- 

rrty  or  the  person  who  shares  the  booty? 
believe  it  is  a  well-recognised  principle  in 
law  that  if  there  were  no  receivers  there 
would  be  no  thieves.  The  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  Gity,  Mr.  Sligo,  when  speaking 
last  night,  referred  to  the  Government  ad- 
vances to  settlers.  He  stated  that  Govern- 
ment advances  to  settlers  heui  nothing  to  do 
with  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest — that 
it  was  going  to  be  disastrous  to  the  colony,  and 
it  was  not  a  good  thing  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  colony.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man looked  at  the  question  from  his  own  stand- 
point. I  look  at  the  question  from  a  different 
standpoint.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  a 
representative  of  the  City  of  Dunedin.  He  re- 
presents the  money- lenders,  the  usurers,  the 
middlemen,  the  fat  men.  I  have  the  honour. 
Sir,  to  represent  one  of  the  largest  country  con- 
stituencies in  Canterbury,  including  a  portion  of 
l^orth  Canterbury,  and  a  portion  of  the  Provin- 
-cial  Districts  of  Nelson  and  Marlborough.  We 
are  distinctly  a  producing  people.  We  produce 
▼ast  quantities  of  mutton,  wool,  and  grain.  We 
are  amongst  the  people  who  carry  the  country 
on  their  b«tok8.  We  are  important  factors  in 
the  volume  of  exports  which  do  credit  to  this 
colony.  The  Government  Advances  to  Settlers 
iB  looked  upon  in  my  electorate  as  one  of  the 
▼ery  best  measures  ever  introduced  by  this 
-or  any  other  Government  in  the  interests  of 
the  people.  And  so  much  was  I  in  favour  of 
•the  introduction  of  the  measure  to  provide 
•cheap  money  for  country  settlers  that  I 
'broaght  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  in  the  form  of  a  question  in  1891,  and 
received  a  satisfactory  answer  from  the  late 
Mr.  Ballance,  that  a  scheme  was  being  formu- 
lated by  which  cheap  money  might  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  settlers.  It  seems  to  me  a 
itriking  coincidence  that,  when  the  million- 
and-a-half  loan  was  floated  and  available  to 
settlers,  simultaneously  there  was  a  drop  in  the 
value  of  money  ail  over  the  colony;  and  I 
believe,  Sir,  if  the  Government  oould  see  their 


way  to  reduce  the  rates  of  interest  on  the 
advances  to  settlers  to  4  per  cent,  there  would 
at  once  be  a  corresponding  drop  in  the  value 
of  money  in  the  colony.  When  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  City  was  speaking  last 
night  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata 
questioned  the  correctness  of  his  figures 
respecting  the  value  of  the  volume  of  the 
exports  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  asked  him  to  go  back  to 
1890. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Exactly.  I  am  going  to 
do  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  House  and  the 
country.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  was  right  in  saying  that  the  value 
of  the  volume  of  the  exports  for  1896  was  less 
than  the  value  of  the  volume  of  the  exports  for 
1890  ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  forgot  to 
point  out  that  there  was  a  falling-of!  in  two 
items  of  export  representing  a  million  of 
monev.  In  1890  the  export  of  wheat  was 
£672,247. 

Mr.  MONK. — You  are  wrong  there. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— The  honourable  member 
says  I  am  wrong.  I  cannot  be  wrong,  as  I 
am  quoting  the  exact  figures  from  the  Blue 
Books  of  the  House.  The  value  of  oats  ex- 
ported was  £231,397,  so  that  the  value  of 
these  two  cereals  exported  for  that  year 
amounted  to  £903,644.  The  value  of  phor- 
mium  exported  was  £881,789.  Add  this  to 
the  items  of  wheat  and  oats,  and  we  have 
£1,285,438  representing  these  three  items  of 
exports  for  1890.  Now,  compare  these  figures 
with  those  of  1896.  The  total  value  of  the 
volume  of  exports  of  the  colony  in  1890  was 
£9,428,761,  while  in  1896  they  amounted  to 
£9,177,336,  or  less  by  £251,000  in  1896  than  in 
1890.  Now,  Sir,  let  me  point  out  the  value  of 
these  three  items  of  export  for  1896.  The  value 
of  wheat  was  £78,988  ;  oats,  £220,070 :  making 
a  total  of  £299,058.  Phormium  fell  to  £32,985, 
or  a  gross  total  for  1896  of  £322,048.  So  the 
value  of  the  exports  for  1896  was  less  than  that 
of  1890  by  no  less  a  sum  than  £953,390.  Sir,  I 
g  Q  was  much  pleased  at  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District,  Mr.  Heke.  I  consider  that 
whatever  obligation  this  country  entered  into 
with  the  Natives  at  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,  or 
subsequently,  the  Gk>vemment  is  morally  bound 
to  carry  those  obligations  into  effect.  When 
visiting  Napier  last  year  I  was  taken  by  a 
gentleman  interested  in  education  to  visit  the 
Native  school  there,  and  I  was  most  favourably 
impressed  with  the  intelligence  of  the  scholars ; 
and  I  fully  agree  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man as  to  the  desirability  of  seeing  that  these 
young  people  are  trained  first  as  pupil-teachers, 
and  then  as  assistants,  and  subsequently  to 
take  charge  of  the  Native  schools  of  the 
colony.  The  fact  is — and  I  cannot  account 
for  it — that  here  we  are  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1897,  after  a  system  of  education  has 
been  in  operation  amongst  the  Native  people 
for  more  than  forty  years,  and  yet  the  Natives 
are  still  dependent  for  the  education  of  their 
children  on  European  teachers.  That  should 
not  be.    The  matter  needs  looking  into.    We 
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know  the  Natives  possesB  all  the  capability 
that  is  necessary  for  turning  tbem  out  first- 
class  teachers.  And  they  would  not  only 
do  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  education  of 
their  own  people,  but  exercise  a  powerful  in- 
fluence for  good  in  the  various  Native  centres 
on  the  social,  intellectual,  and  moral  conditions 
of  their  people.  Sir,  on  the  no-confidence  mo- 
tion under  discussion  yesterday  evening  I  have 
only  one  opinion  to  give,  and  it  is  this  :  I  con- 
sider that  Ministers  of  the  Grown  should  not 
occupy  positions  that  bring  them  into  conflict 
with  their  public  duties,  or  even  give  grounds 
for  suspicion.  As  to  the  Premier  and  other 
members  of  the  Government  occupying  posi- 
tions on  advisory  Boards,  it  has  not  been  shown 
that  such  positions  interfere  with  the  proper 
discharge  of  their  executive  or  administra- 
tive ducies.  I  am  not  convinced  that  we 
have  a  right  to  find  fault  wiih  them.  If 
we  can  make  out  a  case  that  the  holding 
of  these  positions  brings  tbem  into  conflict 
with  their  positions  in  this  House,  as  leaders 
of  the  House  and  administrators,  then,  by  all 
means,  it  should  be  condemned.  On  the  other 
hand,  Sir,  it  is  undesirable  that  members  of 
Che  Ministry  should  sever  their  connections 
with  their  private  callings  and  avocations  in 
which  they  were  engaged  before  the^  came  into 
this  House.  If  there  is  any  individual  to  be 
dreaded  in  the  community  more  than  another 
it  is  the  professional  politician — the  man  who, 
in  consequence  of  the  environments  of  his 
political  life,  must  of  necessity  be  a  modem 
*'  Vicar  of  Bray."  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
remind  old  members  of  the  House  of  the  many 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  who,  when  they  sat  on 
the  Government  benches,  had  a  direct  connec- 
tion with  banks,  companies,  et  cetera.  Sir,  is  it 
not  a  fact  that  in  the  history  of  Parliament 
there  are  to  be  found  the  names  of  leading 
statesmen  who  sacrificed  their  personal  in- 
terests, their  family  welfare,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State— indeed  immolated  their  interests  at 
the  altar  of  their  country  ?  It  is  all  very  good 
to  be  patriots,  but  a  man's  first  duty,  both  in  the 
House  and  out  of  the  House,  is  to  look  after 
his  own  private  affairs.  An  old  authority  says 
that  a  man  who  does  not  provide  for  those 
of  his  own  household  is  worse  thsm  an  infidel. 
Is  there  anything  more  humiliating  than  to 
find  on  the  records  of  this  House  the  impecu- 
niosity  of  members  who  once  occupied  promi- 
nent positions  in  public  life,  compelled  to 
appeal  to  the  representatives  of  the  people 
that  charity  might  be  doled  out  to  them  in 
parliamentary  votes.  I  desire  to  save  myself 
the  pain,  I  would  save  honourable  members 
the  pain,  of  recording  in  Hansard  the  names 
of  the  public  men  I  refer  to.  Sir,  the  attack 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Biccarton 
last  night,  who  assumed  the  position  of  leader 
for  the  time  being,  reminded  me  of  a  page 
in  Scottish  history — I  refer  to  the  battle  of 
Oulloden,  16th  April,  1746.  I  thought,  Sir,  of 
the  wizard  giving  Lochiel  a  warning,  and  I 
thought  of  the  reply  of  Lochiel  to  the  wizard. 
I  thought,  Sir,  that  I  might  compare  the  Pre- 
mier to  Locliiel,  after  the  division,  and  the 
Mr.  Meredith 


honourable  member  for  lUooarton  to  the  wizard, 
and  the  Premier  addressing  the  honoarable 
member  for  Biocarton  thus : — 

False  wisaxd,  avannt,  I  have  marshalled  xuy  clan. 
Their  swords  are  a  thousand,  their  boeoma  are  one. 
They  are  true  to  the  last  of  their  blood  and  their 
breath. 

An  honourable  member  reminds  me  of  the 
"left  wing."  I  look  upon  the  ''left  wing"  a» 
camp-followers.  Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Oppoei- 
tion  criticized  the  surplus.  He  stated  that  h& 
doubted  the  genuineness  of  the  surplus.  I  will 
give  the  honourable  gentleman's  words :  "  I 
have  the  gravest  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
there  being  a  large  surplus  every  year."  It  was 
"  a  fictitious  surplus."  Those  are  the  senti- 
ments of  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  do 
not  deny  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has-' 
a  right  to  utter  those  sentiments  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  but  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  placed  himself  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. If  he  casts  such  grave  doubt  on  the 
correotness  of  the  figures  contained  in  the 
Budget  disclosing  the  surplus  at  the  end  of 
the  year's  transactions,  then  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  have  to  go  back  and  cast 
equal  discredit  upon  the  predecessors  of  the 
present  occupants  of  the  Government  benches^ 
If  the  credit  balance  is  fictitious  in  the  present 
case,  then,  to  be  logical,  the  credit  balanoes 
of  every  previous  Government  must  have 
been  fictitious.  And,  indeed,  we  shall  have 
to  associate  the  names  of  such  distingni^ed 
statesmen  as  the  following  in  the  cefleotion 
oast  upon  their  veracity  by  the  honoarable 
gentleman :  The  late  Mr.  Ballance,  the  late 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  Sir  Jok^ 
Hall,  the  late  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  and 
Sir  William  Fox.  Now,  am  I  to  oonclude  that 
the  honourable  gentleman,  in  speaking  of  the 
credit  balance  as  fictitious,  looks  upon  each  of 
those  gentlemen  as  a  rasoal  who  entered  into  a 
conspiracy  to  commit  fraud  on  the  people  of  the 
country.  No,  Sir,  I  recoil  from  such  a  thought 
and  from  such  a  sentiment ;  and  the  memlMiB 
of  this  House,  and  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site benches,  will  recoil  from  agreeing  with  Uie 
honourable  gentleman  in  the  sentiments  he 
has  given  expression  to.  Again,  the  honoar- 
able gentleman  cast  a  doubt  upon  the  position 
of  the  country.  He  tried  to  make  out  uiat  the 
position  of  the  country  is  not  such  as  is  dis- 
closed in  the  Budget ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  fully  80  per  cent,  of  the  peofde  of  the 
colony  believe  the  country  is  in  a  oondition' 
of  almost  unparalleled  prosperity.  I  do  not  give 
the  Government  all  the  credit  for  this.  I  say  it 
is  the  energy,  the  industry,  and  the  self-reliance 
of  the  people  that  we  have  to  thank  for  this 
prosperous  state  of  affairs.  The  honoarable 
gentleman  reflects  unfavourably  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  colony.  Sir,  I  believe  that  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton  were  sent 
Home  as  Agent-General  on  behalf  of  the  colony, 
i!  the  colony  were  traduced  he  would  bristle 
with  indignation,  and  put  forward  his  best 
efforts  to  defend  our  fair  fame.  A  gentleman 
who  distinguished  himself  in  this  House  during- 
the  last  three  Parliaments  ending  in  1896— L 
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zefer  to  Mr.  Thomfts  Maokenzie,  who  is  now  in  | 
EnglMid^reoently,  at  the  Hotel  Geoil,  made 
these  remarks  when  defending  the  oolony 
agftinst  the  libellons  statements  of  a  Mr.  Digby 
on  the  frozen-meat  question — that  the  colon  j 
18  making  "rapid  and  splendid  progress." 
Again,  Sir,  the  same  gentleman,  when  present 
at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Colonial  Institute  in 
Jane  last  stated — I  will  read  it : — 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Mackenzie  took  exception  to 
New  Zealand  being  included  among  the  im- 
peounious  colonies,  and  pointed  out  that  New 
Zealand  had  paid  its  way  during  the  past  ten 
years,  and  eTery  year  had  shown  a  surplus. 
Sir  Edward  Braddon  inteijeoted  that  it  was  a 
paper  surplus ;  but  Mr.  Mackenzie  retorted 
that,  so  far  from  that  being  the  case,  it  was 
ft  genuine  surplus,  sufficient  to  pay  ofi  past 
deficits  and  to  devote  £250,000  annually  to- 
wards  the  construction  of  public  works ;  while 
ftt  the  same  time  the  railway  charges  had 
been  reduced,  and  it  was  the  increased  pro- 
sperity of  the  oolooy  that  had  given  larger 
revenue  from  taxation,  not  from  any  additional 
taxation  itself ;  the  taxation  was  lower  now 
per  head  than  formerly." 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  a  gentleman  who 
reviews  our   position  sixteen  thousand  miles 
remote  from  New  Zealand.    Sir,  I  could  not 
help  noticing   the  tone  of  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  when  speak- 
ing in  this  debate,  for  the  reason  that  cha- 
laoteristio    utterances    and   sentiments    were 
absent  from  his  address  which  characterized 
his  speeches    in    1892  and  1898.     I  have  a 
vivid   recollection    of   a  statement  made   by 
the  honourable   gentleman   during  a  heated 
debate  on  the  Financial  Statement  in  1892. 
There  is  an  incident  connected  with  it  that  so 
impreised  my  mind  that  I  shall  never  forget  it ; 
it  was  this:  The  honourable  gentleman  when 
■peaking  was  not  heard  to  advantage,  and  the 
then  member  for  Selwyn  (Mr.  Saunders)  called 
Mr.  Speaker's  attention  to  a  remark  the  nonour- 
ftble  gentleman  had  made.    Mr.  Speaker  (Major 
Steward)  asked  what  the  point  was ;  and  Mr. 
Saunders  replied  that  the  honourable  member 
had  made  a  remark  to  the  effect  that "  the  coun- 
try was  galloping  to  the  devil.'*    The  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  immediately  stood  up 
sad  stated,  **  I  did  not  say  that.     What  I  did 
aay  was  that  '  the  country  was  galloping  to  a 
deficit.*  '*    The  honourable  member's  prediction 
has  not  been  verified.    The  honourable  membe r 
for  Waipawa  (Mr.  Hunter)  referred  during  this 
debate  to  the  bursting-up  policy  of  the  Go- 
verument.      Sir,    thai  the  administration   of 
the  Qovernment  has  led  to  the  bursting-up 
of  large  estates  is  perfectly  true.    When  the 
Land  Bill  was  before  the  House  in  1892   it 
was  said  by  the  profits  of  evil  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  about  to  enter  upon  a  campaign 
of  confiscation,  spoliation,  and  robbery ;   but 
subsequent    events    have    proved    that    those 
terms  when  applied  to  the  present  Government 
ftie  absolutely   meaningless.    My   honourable 
friend,  when  applying  the  term  **  bursting-up,*' 
tsferred  to  the   Bank  of  New   Zealand— the 
borsting-up  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand— but. 


I  think,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  only 
considered   the   positiDn    he    would   have  sat 
tight,  and  kept  religiously  silent.    Sir,  those 
on  the  Libered  side  of  the  House  have  never 
been  under  any    oblig  action    to   the  Bank  of 
New   Zealand,  not   evsn   to  the   extent  of  a 
five  -  pound    note.    We    were    opposed    most 
bitterly  by  the  minions  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  in  1890;    they   did    all   they   could 
to  influence  those  who  were  doing  business 
with  the  bank  to  vote  in  a  certain  direction. 
That    is    a  matter    of    public    notoriety.     If 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  examine   the 
Bank    of  New  Zealand  and   Banking  Act  of 
1895  he  will  find  attached  to  it  a  schedule  of 
large  estates  on  which  moneys  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  he 
will  see  that  the  security  was  not  more,  in 
many  cases,  than  50  per  cent,   of  the  sums 
advanced.    His  knowledge  of  the  estates  will 
enable    him   to    ascertain   the   names   of  the 
owners  of  these  large  estates,  and  he  will  find 
that  instead  of  the  Liberal  party  bursting  up  tho 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  it  was  the  honourable 
gentleman's    own    old    political   friends    and 
associates  who  did  so.      Sir,  my  honourable- 
friend  Mr.  Bollard,  who  has  spoken  so  nicely 
since  he  came  into  the  House  that  I  would  not 
say  one  word  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  that  gentle- 
man, referring  to  the  appointment  of  valuers, 
said  that  the  Government  had  appointed  persons 
of  inferior  ability  as  valuers  for  the  Auckland 
District.   Well,  there  may  be  a  scarcity  of  good 
and  competent  men  in  Auckland  to  value  land. 
If  such  is  the  case  all  the  Government  have  to 
do  is  to  send  an  order  to  Canterbury  and  we 
are  able  to  forward  them  two  or  three  dozen  of 
the  best  men  in  the  colony — men  of  experience, 
men  capable  of  valuing  land  fairly  and  justly.. 
Sir,  speaking  of  my  own  electoral  district,  the 
valuers  appointed  there  I  have  known  for  the 
last   twenty  years;    they  are  well  known   to 
Canterbury  members  in  this  House.     I  will 
not  mention  the  names  of  these  gentlemen ;  ii 
is  undesirable  to  do  so,  but  they  are  men  of 
experience,  men  of  intelligence,  men  of  honesty, 
and   men    wibh  practical    knowledge,    whoso 
services  you  cannot  over-remunerate  for  the 
discharge  of  such  important  functions  as  the 
valuation  of  the  lands  of  the  oolony  for  taxation 
purposes.    At  the  head  of  the  Taxation  De- 
partment we  have  got  a  gentleman  who,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  from  the  opportunities  I  have  had  of 
coming  into  contact  with  him,  is  one  of  the  most 
competent    officers    in  the    public  service — a 
gentleman  of  intelligence,   of  wide  practical 
knowledge,  and  of  unswerving  rectitude.     Sir, 
I   have   to  compliment  the  House   and    the 
country  on  the  success  of  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Acts.    The  first  Land  for  Settlements 
Act  under  which  the  Government  really  had 
scope  to  operate  was  passed  in  1894.    This  ia 
only  1897,  and  I  think  in  view  of  the  operations 
under  that  Act  the  Government  have  actively 
bestirred  themselves.      The  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Board  have  purchased  and  settled  thirty- 
eight  estates,  amounting  to  118,558  acres,  at  a 
cost  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  money,  and 
have  acquired  seven  additional  estates,  making. 
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a  total  of  forty-five,  with  a  gross  average  of 
138,455  acres.  Cheviot  is  not  included  in  these 
figures.  If  we  include  Cheviot,  containing 
84,900  acres,  acquired  in  April,  1893 — it  was  not 
settled  upoD  till  November  of  the  same  year — 
we  have  forty-six  estates  purchased  under  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act,  containing  222,455 
acres — that  is,  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
acres  of  land— at  a  cost  of  £884,125,  and  there 
are  several  estates  under  negotiation  at  the 
present  time.  Now,  honourable  members  may 
find  fault  with  the  administration  of  those 
estates,  but  I  invite  any  honourable  gentleman 
here  who  wishes  to  take  a  fair  view  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  will  not  allow  his  mind  to  be  warped 
by  political  prejudices,  to  accompcuoy  me,  and 
I  will  take  the  Ashley  Gorge  Estate,  the  Horse- 
ley  Downs  Estate,  the  Highbank  Estate,  the 
Marawiti  Estate,  and  the  Albury  Estate,  ail 
in  Canterbury,  and  all  under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Canterbury  Land  Board,  and  you 
will  find  each  and  all  of  these  an  assured  success. 
The  men  settled  on  these  estates  are  a  thriving 
and  industrious  yeomanry  —  their  country's 
pride.  Sir,  in  these  forty-five  estates  there 
is  included  the  Pomahaka  Estate,  a  little 
bit  of  an  estate  of  less  than  eight  thousand 
acres,  a  very  small  item  compared  with  the 
total  quantity — nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  acres.  Now,  assuming  for  the  sake  of 
argument  that  Pomahaka  is  a  failure,  what 
of  that?  Have  not  previous  Administrations 
failed  in  their  honest  endeavours  to  settle 
the  people  on  the  land  ?  We  have  in  my  elec- 
toral district  four  land  settlements  established 
daring  the  Stout-Vogel  Administration — Wood- 
stock in  1887,  Midbury  in  1887,  the  Peaks  in 
1887,  and  the  Waimakariri  Gorge  in  1887.  Now, 
what  class  of  land  do  these  settlements  consist 
of  ?  I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the  settle- 
ments and  with  the  people,  and  I  have  been  over 
the  country  again  and  again.  And  what  was 
the  quality  of  the  lan^  ?  It  was  a  second-,  a 
third-rate  quality  of  land,  and  only  fifty  acres 
allotted  to  each  settler,  situated  at  a  distance 
of  seventy  miles  from  the  Chris tohuroh  market. 
How  was  it  possible  to  expect  settlement  to  be 
successful  under  such  conditions — so  distant 
from  a  market,  and  the  quality  of  the  land 
being  so  inferior  ?  I  have  done  my  best,  and 
Ministers  have  done  their  best,  to  make  these 
settlements  a  success  by  giving  the  people  ad- 
ditional land.  In  the  case  of  the  Woodstock 
Settlement  the  Government  gave  the  settlers 
fifty  acres  in  addition  to  the  fifty  acres  origi- 
nally allotted.  In  the  case  of  the  Midbury  the 
settlers  have  had  an  additional  hundred  acres 
each  ;  and  the  settlers  at  the  Peaks  have  now 
an  average  of  two  hundred  acres.  We  have 
succeeded  in  getting  schools  planted  among 
these  people,  and  they  are  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  work  out  their  own  salvation.  The  Wai- 
makariri Gorge  Settlement  is  the  only  one 
which  remains  a  failure.  This  settlement  is 
well  known  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn,  and  he  knows  the  quality  of  the  land 
there — very  poor  land  indeed.  There  are 
boulders  there  as  big  as  an  ordinary  bucket. 
And  yet  the  land  contained  in  this  block 
lir.  Meredith 


was  divided  into  Sdacre  sections,  and  peopLs 
were  expected  to  settle  on  these  seotions ;  ud 
out  of  ihe  whole  number  of  the  persons  who 
settled  there  there  is  only  one  poor  old  man 
and  his  wife  residing  in  this  settlement  at  the 
present  time — all  the  other  seotions  are  used 
as  a  common — ^and  he  is  like  a  pelican  of  the 
wilderness,  a  witness  of  the  folly  of  sooh 
settlements  of  that  Government. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  Government  was 
it? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— The  Stout-Vogel  Govern- 
ment.  I  will  give  you  the  date  when  this 
settlement  was  established  :  it  was  established 
on  the  22nd  January,  1887. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Under  Mr.  Ballancse. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— Yes ;  he  was  the  Minis- 
ter  of  Lands.  The  Atkinson  Administration 
had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Hence  I  give  the 
dates.     It  is  only  fair  that  I  should  do  that. 

7  80     ^^'>  ^  ^   ^^^^  ^^^^  fifteen   minutes 
left  to  speak,  I  can  only  make  sk  pass- 
ing remark  on  various  public  questions  which  I 
should  like  to  have  dealt  with  at  greater  length 
had  time  permitted.    The  report  of  our  rail- 
ways   is    most    gratifying.    It    discloses    the 
fact  that    the    credit   balance  on  the    year's 
working  gives    the    sum    of  £3  Ss.    lOd.  per 
cent,  on  the  total  expenditure  sunk  in  the 
construction  of   our  lines.     That  is   a    most 
gratifying  result  when  we  consider   Uiat,  in 
addition  to  this,  reductions  have  been  made  in 
railway  freights  during  the  past  two  and  a  half 
years  by  which  £100,000  is  left  in  the  pockets 
of  the  industrious  producer  and  the  travelling 
oonomunity  of  the  oolony.    There  is  a  line  or 
two  in  the  Railway  Report  I  should  like  to 
quote :   '*  The    New  Zealand  record   for   sale 
working  is  unique,  and  bears  evidence  of  the 
intelligence  and  care  exercised  by  all  sections 
of    the  staff.*'     With    this    paragraph    evecy 
member  of  the  House  must  agree.     While  our 
railways  have  been  doing  so  well  it  must  be 
evident  to  honourable  members  who  have  ex- 
amined the  Railway  Report  that  all  oar  lines 
are  not  paying  equally  well.     For  instanos, 
there  is  the  KawsJuiwa  line,  the  loss  on  whiob 
for  the  year  has  been  £283,  pUu  the  interest  on 
the  capital  sunk  in  the  oonstmotion  of  the 
line,  which  amounts  to  a  serious  item.     The 
Whangarei-Kamo  line  gave  18s.  9d.  per  cent. 
on  the  expenditure ;   the  Kaihu.  £9  Ids.  9d. 
per  cent.;   Auckland  only  £2  6s.   per  cent.; 
Napier,  £2    4s.   7d.    per   cent.;    Wellington- 
Foxton,  £8  9s.  5d.  per  cent. ;  Hurunni-Blnff, 
£5  Os.  lOd.  per  cent. ;  Westport,  £10  48.  lid.; 
Nelson,  5s.  Id.;  while  on  the  working  of  the 
Picton  line  there  has  been  a  loss  of  £689.     Sir, 
I  fear,  in  the  past  there  must  have  been  some 
carelessness.     Some  of  the  lines  are  paying 
handsomely,  while  other  lines  are  not  paying. 
It  is  said  they  will  not  pay  until  they  are  com- 
pleted to  a  paying-point.   Still,  the  colony  ought 
to  be  very  careful  before  committing  itself  lo 
carrying  these  lines  to  what  is  stated  to  be  a 
payable  point.    In  my  opinion  the  oonstme- 
tion  of  these  lines  should  have  remained  in 
abeyance  until  there  was  sufficient  capital  at 
command  to  construct  them  to  a  paying-point 
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The  oonsiruoiion  of  arterial  lines,  such  as  the 
completion  of  the  Hnninai-Bluf!  from  Culver- 
den  to  Blenheiin,  the  completion  of  the  con- 
necting-link of  the  Bast  and  West  Coast,  com- 
monly known  as  the  Midland  Railway,  the  Otago 
Central,  and  the  North  Island  Trunk,  are  all 
large  undertakings,  and  if  their  completion  were 
entertained  it  would  commit  the  country  to  a 
large  expenditure:  some  four  or  five  millions 
would  be  necessary,  and  it  would  be,  in  my 
opinion,  a  mistake  to  seriously  entertain  the 
construction  of  these  lines.  We  must  have  an 
increased  population  and  an  increased  produc- 
tion from  the  soil ;  and  until  such  times  as  we 
have  a  larger  population  to  develop  the  pro- 
dactB  of  this  colony,  so  as  to  have  a  larger 
qaantity  of  produce  and  people  carried  on 
those  railways,  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  com- 
mit the  colony  to  a  large  loan  to  complete 
those  Hoes.  I  am  not  in  favour  of  borrowing, 
and  these  lines  must  remain  in  abeyance  for 
aome  years  to  come.  I  come  now  to  a  very 
important  social  question — the  old-age  pen- 
sions. Honourable  members  state  they  stand 
op  for  principle— that  is  to  say,  that,  except 
the  scheme  submitted  by  the  Government 
apply  to  every  person  irrespective  of  cir- 
eomstances — except  each  and  every  person 
•hall  be  entitled  to  10s.  or  Ids.  a  week  as 
settled  by  this  House — they  will  not  agree  for 
it  to  be  given  to  those  who  are  in  necessitous 
oircumstanoes.  Betimes  an  ounce  of  practice 
is  worth  a  hundredweight  of  theory.  There 
ue  a  large  number  of  old  people  who  have 
borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  find 
themselves  in  the  sunset  of  life  in  poor  cir- 
onmstances.  It  is  our  duty  to  come  to  the 
assistance  of  those  persons.  People  who  are 
in  affluent  oiroumstances  do  not  ask  for  and 
do  not  want  pensions.  If  you  offered  them 
pensions  they  would  say,  '*  Keep  your  10s.  a 
week;  we  do  not  want  it;  give  it  to  those 
who  are  in  want,  and  we  are  quite  willing  to 
pay  taxation  to  enable  you  to  do  so."  The 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  has  been 
speaking  about  this  proposal  in  his  usual 
inssunistic  style.  Where  is  the  money  to  come 
from,  said  the  honourable  gentleman  ?  I  reply, 
'*The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness 
thereof."  With  a  surplus  of  £350,000,  to  talk 
about  "  Where  is  the  money  to  come  from  **  1 
I  am  surprised  at  the  honourable  gentleman. 
We  are  a  very  wealthy  people  :  that  must  be 
obvious  to  honourable  members.  A  few  weeks 
ftgo  I  had  oocasion  to  call  at  a  bicycle-factory 
in  Ghristchuroh,  and  asked  the  proprietor  how 
many  bicycles  there  were  now  in  use  in  Christ- 
ohnroh  and  suburbs.  He  said  he  believed, 
ibout  five  thousand.  Taking  their  average 
value  to  be  £20  each,  that  would  represent 
£100,000  invested  in  bicycles.  Surely  you  can- 
not say  the  people  are  in  poor  circumstances 
when  they  can  afiord  that  amount  in  such  a 
lozary  as  bicycles. 

Mr.  GBOWTHER.— Most  of  them  are  pay- 
ing  half  a  crown  a  week. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— The  lovers  of  the  turf 
placed  on  the  totalisato^  last  year  £750,000. 
Now,  Sur,  the  House  has  no  possible  excuse  in 


saying,  **  Where  are  the  funds  to  come  from?" 
I  hope  the  Government  will  place  a  measure 
on  the  statute-book  during  the  present  session, 
and  by  doing  so  they  will  earn  the  gratitude 
of  the  present  and  future  generations.  Sir, 
the  dairy  industry  is  a  most  important  one  to 
this  colony.  Anything  that  will  find  employ- 
ment for  the  people,  in  the  way  of  encouraging 
our  industries,  must  be  a  good  thing  for  the 
colony.  This  industry  has  gone  ahead  very 
rapidly  during  the  past  six  or  seven  years.  Of 
course,  the  Government  has  encouraged  the 
development  of  the  industry,  but  the  bone, 
muscle,  and  self-reliance  of  the  country  are 
the  causes  that  have  led  to  the  develop- 
ment of  this  industry.  In  1890  the  total 
value  of  dairy  -  produce  was  £207,867,  and 
in  1896  it  amounted  to  £411,882;  or,  in 
other  words,  in  six  years  the  output  of  the 
dairy  factories  of  the  colony  absolutely  doubled 
itself.  Now,  Sir,  so  long  as  we  produce  quality 
there  is  no  limit  to  our  market,  both  for  butter 
and  cheese.  This  House  acted  wisely  in 
placing  a  measure  on  the  statute-book  by 
which  this  industry  has  been  protected,  in  so 
far  that  nothing  but  a  first-class  article  shall 
go  on  board  ship  for  the  London  market. 
There  was  a  time  when  Cork,  Limerick, 
and  Waterford  sent  the  best  butter  to  the 
British  market;  but  Denmark,  Sweden,  France, 
and  Holland  have  taken  away  the  butter-market 
from  these  chief  centres.  See,  for  example, 
what  a  little  country  can  do.  Take  Denmark, 
the  geographical  area  of  which  is  about  the 
same  as  the  Provincial  District  of  Canter- 
bury. And  yet  the  quantity  of  butter  manu- 
factured in  Denmark  in  1896  was  1,210,000  cwt., 
which,  at  £5  per  hundredweight — and  that  is 
a  low  figure — amounts  to  the  magnificent  sum 
of  £6,050,000.  The  total  number  of  milch  cows 
in  Denmark  is  806,666,  and,  allowing  twenty 
cows  to  each  family,  would  give  forty  thousand 
families,  and,  with  an  average  of  five  persons 
to  each  family,  we  have  two  hundred  thousand 
persons  directly  employed  in  connection  with 
the  butter  industry,  bringing  in  an  income  of 
rather  more  than  six  millions  of  money.  When 
we  look  at  the  imports  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  past  year — I  notice  by  the  **  States- 
man's Year-book  "  for  1897  butter  and  mar- 
garine imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
are  valued  at  £17,842.808  ;  cheese,  £4,900,428 : 
making  a  grand  total  of  nearly  £23,000,000. 
That  shows  what  room  there  is  for  the  expan- 
sion of  this  industry.  What  the  settlers  of 
the  colony  want  ia  this  :  We  do  not  want  pro- 
tection ;  we  do  not  want  a  bonus  on  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  dairy  industry ;  what  we  do  want 
is  a  little  sympathy  in  a  practical  form  from 
the  Government.  We  do  not  come  hat  in 
hand  and  ask  you  to  give  us  as  an  act  of 
charity  £5,000  or  £10,000  to  assist  this  industry. 
What  we  ask  is  this :  the  settlers  not  having 
command  of  a  great  deed  of  ready  cash,  that 
the  Government  come  to  our  assistance,  and 
help  us  by  advancing  a  few  hundreds  of  pounds 
for  the  erection  of  cheese-factories  and  cream- 
eries and  butter- factories.  We  will  give  you 
undoubted  security ;  we  will  guarantee  you  the 
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payment  of  the  interest  regularly.  Is  the  Go- 
▼emment  not  justified  in  assisting  this  industry 
on  the  lines  I  have  just  sketched?  Most  oer- 
tainlv.  Sir,  I  think  it  is  most  gratifjdng  that  the 
namoer  of  prisoners  in  our  gaols  has  decreased. 
The  question  I  may  ask  is,  *'  What  are  we  going 
to  do  with  our  empty  gaols  ?  "  I  find  the  num- 
ber of  prisoners  in  our  gaols  in  1896  was,  males 
608,  and  females  47,  making  a  total  of  550. 
I  find.  Sir,  that,  taking  the  total  population  of 
the  colony,  there  are  eighty-seven  females  to 
every  hundred  males,  and  yet  the  criminal 
population  in  our  gaols  is  in  the  proportion 
of  nine  females  to  every  hundred  males. 
That  shows  at  once  that  the  females  of  the 
colony  are  much  more  law-abiding  than  the 
males.  That  is  a  contribution  to  which  the 
women  of  the  colony  are  entitled.  I  desire  to 
point  out  that  the  average  net  expenditure  on 
each  prisoner  is  £31  8s.  6d.,  and  I  will  compare 
that  just  in  a  minute  or  two  with  the  expendi- 
ture on  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony. 
Sir,  it  is  exceedingly  painful  that  the  num- 
ber of  inmates  of  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the 
colony  is  on  the  increase.  There  are  four 
times  as  many  inmates  in  our  asylums  as 
there  are  inmates  in  our  ^aols.  I  think 
this  is  a  question  that  the  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  lunatic  asylums  of  the  colony 
should  take  into  consideration,  and  he  should 
look  into  the  plans  adopted  in  the  United 
States  of  America  and  in  Europe  with  a  view 
to  preventing,  if  possible,  an  increase  of  luna- 
tics in  the  colony.  I  think  it  is  a  very  serious 
question.  Sir.  I  desire  to  point  out  that  the 
average  cost  of  each  person  in  our  lunatic 
asylums  for  the  past  year  was  £22  9s.  lO^d. 
That  compares  most  favourably  with  the  aver- 
age annual  cost  of  each  prisoner  in  our  gaols, 
which  amounted  to  £S1  3s.  6d.,  showing  a 
difference  in  favour  of  our  asylums  to  the 
extent  of  £8  ISs.  TJd.  per  head.  Now,  this 
is  a  question  which  ought  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
How  does  it  come  that  our  lunatic  asylums 
are  more  nearly  self-supporting  than  our 
gaols  ?  We  have  a  lot  of  able-bodied  men  in 
our  gebols ;  and  I  say  this  on  this  floor  of  the 
House :  that  we  are  not  doing  our  duty  if  we  do 
not  find  employment  and  an  outlet  for  all  these 
men  in  our  gaols.  Our  gaols  ought  to  be  almost 
self-supporting,  whereas  they  are  nothing  of 
the  kind,  and  the  taxpayer  has  to  dip  deep  into 
his  pocket  for  the  purpose  of  contributing 
towards  the  maintenance  of  able-bodied  men 
in  our  gaols.  Have  farms  attached  to  the 
gaols,  provide  remunerative  employment 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Time  is  up. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  sup- 
pose.  Sir,  members  of  this  House  will  ex- 
pect that  I  shall  have  something  to  say  in 
connection  with  this  long  debate,  which  has 
taken  now  about  two  weeks ;  and  it  will  be  my 
duty  to-night  to  correct  many  mistakes  that 
honourable  members  have  made  in  their 
speeches  before  this  House  during  the  past 
fortnight,  especially  iu  connection  with  my  own 
departments,  and  also  with  regard  to  some  other 
departments  of  the  Government.  I  will  en- 
Mr.  Meredith 


deavour  to  do  so  in  as   short  a  manner  tm 

rssible,  and  also  in  as  moderate  a  manner  aa 
possibly  can  considering  the  provocation  I 
got.  But,  Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  make  these 
corrections  in  statements,  and  give  you  (ha 
view  of  the  matter  from  this  side  of  the  Hoase, 
allow  me  to  take  this  opportunity  to  heartily 
congratulate  the  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  Xh» 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  on  the  four  recraifei 
that  he  has  just  got  from  the  Liberal  party 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Conservative  and  Tory  par^ 
in  this  country.  Sir,  I  wish  the  honoarable 
gentleman  joy  of  them.  I  can  assure  him  that 
if  ever  he  is  a  Minister  sitting  on  this  aide  of 
the  House  and  depending  on  the  votes  of  snch 
men,  then  I  certainly  will  not  in  any  way  feel 
envious  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  can 
assure  him  that,  so  far  as  I  am  conoeroed* 
nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleasure  than 
to  know  that  these  members  have  left  ua  and 
gone  over  to  the  honourable  member's  aide. 
And,  Sir,  I  was  just  looking  for  the  honourable 
member  for  Biooarton,  and  I  see  he  has  oome 
into  the  chamber.  I  say,  I  think  that  ho  has 
got  upon  those  people  of  the  EUesmero  diatriot 
who  voted  against  the  honourable  gentleman 
four  years  ago  the  greatest  possible  revenee 
that  ever  any  politician  in  this  country  ob- 
tained over  any  constituency.  Sir,  four  yean 
ago  the  honourable  member  who  repreaanta 
Riccarton  now  put  up  for  the  Ellesmare  dis> 
trict,  and  the  Liberal  party  in  the  Ellesmare 
district  would  not  have  him.  They  bronghi 
forth  a  young  champion — a  young  Liberal,  em 
they  thought— who  was  going  to  show  na  what 
Liberalism  really  was,  and  what  great  good  he 
could  do,  as  a  young  colonist  of  Kew  Zealand, 
in  the  Liberal  ranks  in  the  country.  He  ousted 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  and  put  him 
out  of  Parliament  for  three  years.  But  what 
happened  last  night  ?  The  honourable  member 
was  behind  a  hedge  with  his  lasso,  and  be  thxew 
it  over  to  this  side  of  the  House  and  hooked 
the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  and 
dn^ged  him  into  the  Tory  lobby  at  his  heals. 
That  being  the  case,  I  think  that  when  he 
goes  back  to  Ellesmere  again,  and  when  he 
meets  any  of  the  people  there  who  voted  against 
him  four  years  a^o,  he  will  be  able  to  a»y,  "  I 
told  you  at  the  time  it  would  be  ftkr  better  if 
you  had  elected  an  older  and  experienoed 
politician  than  the  young,  raw  recruit,  you 
knew  nothing  about."  They  can  see  now 
how  far  they  can  trust  him.  At  any  rate, 
I  think  the  honourable  member,  and  the 
Ellesmere  constituents  who  supported  him 
at  that  time,  got  their  revenge  last  night. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  in  the  least 
surprised  at  the  honourable  member  for  £Ues- 
mere  leaving  the  ranks  of  the  Liberal  party  in 
this  House.  I  felt  satisfied  when  he  fint  came 
here,  and  before  he  was  three  weeks  in  the 
House,  that  he  was  a  bom  Tory,  and  that  he 
was  bound  to  go  over  to  that  side  of  ^e  House 
sooner  or  later.  And  the  honourable  member 
for  the  last  four  years  has  been  looking  for  an 
occasion  to  take  the  leap  to  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  He  is  there  now,  and  I  bops  he 
will  remain,  because  he  certainly  is  not  ol  any 
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006  to  as.  Now,  what  ie  the  position  of  the 
Liberal  party  after  the  vote  of  last  night? 
Here  we  stand  nnoonqnered.  Here  we  are, 
a  party  with  a  fighting  and  woricing  ma- 
jority, cleansed  of  its  imparities.  I  feel 
oonfident  that  the  Liberal  party  will  now, 
during  the  rest  of  the  session,  do  far  more 
work  than  it  would  have  done  with  those 
membejra  clogging  its  wheels.  Now,  I  want 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  connection  with  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Biccarton.  That  amendment  was  a 
direct  attack  upon  myself  and  the  Premier — 
there  is  no  doubt  about  that — and  on  our  per- 
sonal honour  as  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  The 
amendment  infers  that  we  are  not  to  be  trusted 
to  do  anything  except  our  duties  as  Ministers 
of  the  Grown.  Now,  if  we  are  going  to  have 
this  sort  of  thing  bandied  about  the  House, 
what  position  will  it  place  members  in  ?  What 
would  be  the  position  of  certain  members  who 
.are  at  the  present  time  in  the  House;  and, 
also,  in  what  position  would  it  place  certain 
Ministers  who  were  on  these  benches  before 
us?  When  the  honourable  member  for  Bic- 
carton was  Minister  of  Lands  his  chief  was  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker.  He  was  the  director  of  a 
company  in  New  Zealand  which  had  dealmgs 
with  State  departments. 
An  Hon.  Meubbb. — What  company  ? 
Mr.  J.  McK£NZIE.-~The  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — It  did  not  deal  with  a 
State  department. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— The  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  had  dealings  with  State  departmenta; 
and  the  honourable  member  cannot  dispute 
it.  I  will  also  say  this:  that  members  of 
vuious  Governments  on  these  benches  held 
positions  as  directors  of  companies.  Take  the 
iMt  Government  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  Did 
not  Mr.  Mitohelson  hold  the  position  of  a 
director  of  the  Kaihu  Valley  Bailway  Com- 
pany, which  company  owed  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  £40,000?  Why  was  not 
this  question  raised  then?  Why  was  it  not 
raised  before  we  came  here  ?  Why  is  it  raised 
now  ?  The  only  reason  I  can  see  is  this :  thst 
those  honourable  members  could  not  get  any- 
thing else  to  teck  a  no-confidence  motion  on  to. 
If  this  thing  is  going  to  apply  to  Ministers,  why 
will  it  not  apply  to  other  members  of  the  House  ? 
I  am  sorry  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  are 
not  in  their  places,  because  I  can  tell  the  House 
that  those  honourable  members  are  directors  of 
companies  which  are  contractors  to  the  Go- 
vernment. And  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  comes  across  to  these  benches, 
is  it  not  a  well-known  fact  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  is  to  be  his  Minister  for 
Bailways  ?  And  is  it  not  well  known  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  is  to  be  his 
Colonial  Treasurer  ?  If  the  resolution  of  his 
colleague  had  been  carried  last  night  it  would 
have  meant  that  the  honourable  member  would 
have  been  deprived  of  those  two  gentlemen 
when  forming  his  Ministry.  Then,  what  posi- 
tion  would   the    honourable    member    be   in 


himself?  He  is  the  director  of  a  company^ 
in  Hawke's  Bay.  I  suppose  he  will  not  deny 
that? 

Captain  BU8SELL.--Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZ IE. —Supposing  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  that  company  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  buy  an  estate,  would  the  honourable 
member  not  also  have  to  resign  his  connection 
with  the  company  ?  If  you  are  going  to  have 
this  sort  of  thing  brought  in,  where  is  it  going 
to  end  ?  It  will  have  no  end  at  all.  I  am  not 
saying  there  is  anythine  improper  in  the  cases 
I  have  mentioned.  The  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  is  the  director  of  a  company  which 
supplies  the  New  Zealand  railways  with  coal. 
There  is  nothing  wrong  in  that — I  have  not 
insinuated  that  Uiere  is  anything  wrong  in  it ; 
but  I  say,  if  this  sort  of  thing  is  to  be  brought 
up  as  it  was  last  night,  then  it  should  also  he- 
done  in  the  case  of  those  members  opposite  who 
are  directors  of  companies  which  have  dealings 
with  departmento  of  the  State.  There  is  nothing 
wrong  in  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  being. 
a  director  of  a  company  supplying  the  railways 
with  coal.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa is  a  director  of  the  Wellington  Meat- 
freeaing  Company,  which  company  has  a 
contract  with  the  Agricultural  Dejpartment 
to  keep  butter  cool  before  it  is  shipped  to 
England.  I  venture  to  say  that  contract  is 
a  very  good  one  for  the  Gk>vernment.  I  do  not 
say  that  there  is  anything  wrong  in  that.  But- 
if  you  are  to  dra^  these  things  before  the  House, 
who  is  going  to  judge  what  is  right  and  what  is 
wrong?  I  am  not  sure  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  daring  the  time  he  has  sat 
in  this  House  has  not  been  for  a  time  disquali- 
fied owing  to  his  beins  the  partner  of  a  con- 
tractor which  supplied  the  Government  with 
coal.  But  I  am  not  going  to  rake  up  these 
things.  If,  however,  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  were  to  be  continually  ferreting  out  the 
aflairs  of  members  opposite  we  could  do  some- 
thing in  that  direction  also.  I  am  not  going 
to  refer  to  this  matter  further,  except  to  say 
that  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was,  I  think,  entirely  directed  at  myself 
and  the  Premier;  and  I  say  this:  that 
the  affairs  of  the  companies  with  which  we 
are  connected  have  in  no  case  interfered  with 
our  duties  as  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  The 
honourable  member  has  not  been  able  to  point 
to  a  single  case  where  the  duties  clashed.  So 
far  as  the  amendment  is  concerned,  I  think 
it  met  the  fate  which  it  deserved.  Now,  I 
come  to  some  of  the  remarks  which  have  been- 
made  in  connection  with  the  various  depart- 
ments over  which  I  preside.  First,  let  me 
allude  to  some  remarks  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inveroargill.  I  was  not  pre- 
sent when  he  was  speaking,  but  I  have  been 
told  that  he  brought  up  the  affairs  of  a  dead 
member  of  this  House — Mr.  Mackintosh. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  did  not  mention  his  name. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Everybody  knows  to 
whom  the  honourable  member  referred,  and  I 
mention  the  name  so  that  the  people  of  Inver- 
oargill may  know  that  the  honourable  member 
dragged  the  affairs  of  the  late  Mr.  Mackintosh' 
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■on  the  floor  of  this  House.  And  the  informa- 
tion which  the  honourable  member  gave  the 
House  was  not  correct.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber said  that  ^Ir.  Warburton  refused  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  security  for  the  loan. 
That  statement  is  entirely  incorrect.  Mr.  War- 
burton  negotiated  the  first  loan ;  and  the 
second  loan  was  arranged  for  before  he  left 
office,  and  he  was  entirely  responsible  for  it. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Warburton's 
name  has  come  up  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
and,  if  he  requires  the  honourable  member  for 
Invercargill  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  to  champion  him  in  this  House, 
then  I  say  he  is  in  a  very  poor  position.  I  am 
sure,  however,  this  is  not  the  case.  Then, 
Mr.  Kelly  referred  to  the  Otahu  Estate.  He 
said  he  had  three  witnesses  who  gave  him  evi- 
dence about  this  Ismd.  Who  are  these  wit- 
nesses ?  They  may  be  tailors,  or  shoemakers, 
or  weavers. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Do  not  speak  lightly  of 
them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  say  there  are  always 
exceptions  in  every  trade,  and  the  member  for 
Avon  is  an  exception.  Now,  with  regard  to  this 
estate,  let  me  say  this :  that  it  has  been  valued 
for  the  Land  Purchase  Department  by  one  of 

QQ  the  best  valuers  in  Southland— Mr. 
Sproule.     Do  you  know  Mr.  Sproule  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Well,  will  you  admit 
.that  he  is  a  good  valuer  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  cannot  say.  Well, 
Sir,  it  has  been  valued  by  him.  Then,  we  bad 
Mr.  James  McKerrow,  Chairman  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Board,  and  also  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  for  Southland.  Both  of  these 
gentlemen  went  over  the  estate  carefully,  looked 
over  every  bit  of  it,  and  reported  upon  it  before 
it  was  purchased  by  the  Board  at  all.  And 
surely  my  honourable  friend  opposite  will  take 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  James  McKerrow,  as  an 

■  expert  land-valuer,  before  that  of  any  document 
the  honourable  gentleman  may  hold  up  and 
shake  at  me.  I  think  it  is  a  very  bad  indica- 
tion that  the  honourable  member  for  Inver- 

^cargill  should  be  the  first  to  cry  out  against  an 
estate  that  has  been  purchased  for  settlement 
in  that  district  in  which  he  resides. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Why  not,  if  I  consider  it  is 
wrong  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Well,  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  trying  to  make  the  same  basiness 

■  out  of  the  Otahu  Estate  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  did  out  of  the  Pomahaka, 
and  will  do  so  if  he  can.  Now,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  say  on  the  present  occasion  that  I 
have  here  a  telegram  regarding  Mr.  Mackin- 
tosh's land.  It  is  to  this  effect:  **  Do  not 
worry  about  Mr.  Mackintosh's  land  till  my 
return ;  I  am  in  communication  about  it,  and 
will  find  a  purchaser."  Will  that  please  the 
honourable  gentleman  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Then,  I  hope  you  will 
make  an  ample  apology  when  the  matter  is 
cleared  up. 

Mr,  J.lMcKeneie 


Mr.  KELLY.— I  have  nothing  to  apologise 
for,  neither  to  them  nor  to  you. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Yoti  will  perhaps  find 
that  out  by-and-by.  The  next  honoarable 
member  whose  speech  I  am  going  to  touch 
upon  is  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City.  That  gentleman  referred  the 
other  night  to  the  village  settlement  near 
Christohurch,  and  said  that  it  was  a  failure — 
a  dead  failure — and  he  pointed  to  me  and  said, 
'*  If  you  had  only  asked  me  I  would  have  been 
able  to  give  you  advice  in  this  matter ;  if  yon 
had  only  communicated  with  me  I  oould  have 
given  you  good  advice."  Did  the  honourable 
gentleman  ever  ofier  me  his  advice  before? 
This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  prepared  to  give  me  good 
advice  on  any  subject ;  and  let  me  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  remind  honourable 
members,  that  at  the  time  this  Bill  was  paming 
through  the  House  I  desired  that  the  Board 
should  be  so  composed  as  to  contain  the  mem- 
ber for  the  district  in  which  the  land  was  to  be 
taken.  That  was  my  proposition  to  this  House, 
and  if  that  proposition  had  been  carried  by  the 
House,  then  the  honourable  gentleman,  by  virtne 
of  his  position  as  a  member  of  this  House,  would 
have  been  on  that  Board,  and  could  have  cor- 
rected its  mistakes  if  there  were  any  made.  I 
had  no  power  to  do  that,  simply  because  the 
House  would  not  give  me  the  power,  it  would 
not  trust  the  members  ;  the  House  would  nci 
allow  them  to  act,  and  members  oould  not 
trust  themselves,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
I  had  to  drop  £bat  portion  of  the  Bill  in  order 
to  get  the  measure  through  the  House.  Why, 
then,  should  you  now  turn  round  on  me  and 
say,  **  Why  did  not  you  make  us  members  of 
the  Board  ?  "  when  I  did  my  very  best  to  put 
that  clause  in  the  Bill  ?  Does  the  honoun^le 
gentleman  say  that  Mr.  David  McMillan,  of 
Canterbury,  is  not  an  expert  in  land-valuing  7 
Does  not  every  honourable  gentleman  on  that 
side  of  the  House  know  that  he  is  ?  Would  any 
honourable  gentleman  have  said  that,  if  he 
had  known  that  Mr.  McMillan  recommended 
the  Board  to  buy  that  land  for  that  purpose? 
I  cannot  afford  time  myself,  individually,  to 
inspect  each  of  these  estates,  I  must  trust 
to  somebody  else  to  do  it  for  me;  and  I  do 
not  know  where  you  would  find  a  more  trust- 
worthy man  in  Canterbury  than  Mr.  David 
McMillan ;  and  when  he  recommended  that  we 
should  buy  the  estate  I  had  no  hesitation  in 
buying  it,  and  I  am  glad  we  bought  it,  because 
it  will  stop  the  oiy  that  we  oould  not  get  land 
for  settlement  there.  We  tried  to  get  various 
estates  there,  but  the  prices  asked  were  far 
larger  than  we  oould  afford  to  give  for  them. 
Let  me  here  correct  the  honourable  member— 
and  I  am  afraid  the  honourable  member  fur 
Wakatipu  did  not  do  his  duty  when  he  did  not 
correct  him,  when  he  referred  to  the  land  as 
having  been  bought  from  the  Assets  Realisation 
Board. 

Mr.  ERASER.— Was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.- No ;  it  was  bought 
from  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  not  from  ihe 
Realisation  Board. 
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Mr.  FBASSR.— Pardon  me,  it  was. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.— I  have  got  it  from  my 
department  that  ic  was  purohased  direct  from 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and  not  from  the 
Aaseta  Board. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbr. — ^It  is  as  broad  as  it  is 
long. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.—Well,  I  wUl  leave  it 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  manager 
of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  settle  between 
them  to  whom  the  estate  belonged;  but  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  sold  it  to  the  depart- 
ment, and  I  thought  at  the  time  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  memory  would  be  good 
enough  U)  remember  that  fact.  Now,  Sir,  I 
have  done  my  best  in  connection  with  this 
matter ;  and  I  say  this  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  land  for  settlement  purposes :  that  it 
is  impossible  always  to  make  good  bargains. 
Honourable  members  opposite  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  buying  things  generally  must 
know  that  occasionally  the  very  cleverest  man 
among  chem  must  make  a  mistake.  The 
Board  may  have  made  a  mistake  in  connection 
with  this  matter;  but,  if  so,  still  that  is  no 
reason  why  the  best  should  not  be  made  of  it, 
and  the  loss  made  as  small  as  possible.  Now 
I  come  to  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Mataura,  and  I  must  say  I  regret  very 
much  the  speech  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  last  night.  I  regret  that  his  feelings 
should  have  carried  him  awav  into  making  an 
attack  upon  Mr.  Ward  in  his  absence,  and 
npecially  in  connection  with  the  statement 
that  Mr.  Ward's  private  affairs  formed  a 
primary  cause  for  our  helping  the  Bank  of 
Hew  Zealand.  I  can  stand  here  to-night 
and  tell  the  House  with  oonfidenoe  that  Mr. 
Ward's  private  affairs  had  no  more  to  do  with 
it  than  had  the  private  affairs  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura.  No  member  of  the 
Ministry  at  that  time  was  aware  that  there  was 
aoy  trouble  in  connection  with  Mr.  Ward's  pri- 
vate affairs,  or  that  Mr.  Ward  himself  was  not 
one  of  the  most  sanguine  members  of  the  Go- 
Yemment.  I  cannot  here  give  out  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  in  Cabinet,  but  I  have  no 
fear  of  contradiction  when  I  say  that  Mr. 
Ward  did  not  in  any  shape  or  form  influence 
bis  colleagues  on  that  occasion;  so  that  the 
■tatement  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
was  entirely  incorrect.  The  necessity  for  as- 
sistance to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  on  that 
occasion,  and  the  reason  why  it  was  given,  was 
because  the  bank  was  in  dire  distress,  and  if  it 
had  not  been  given  there  would  have  been  a 
oommexoial  crisis  all  over  New  Zealand.  My 
honourable  friend  opposite,  I  am  sure,  is  satis- 
fied that  the  right  tlung  was  done  on  that  oc- 
casion, for,  though  we  may  differ  in  opinion  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  should  have  been 
done,  after  our  experience  we  are  agreed  that 
we  did  the  right  thing  in  that  financial  crisis. 
Why,  then,  should  that  be  made  the  subject 
of  an  attack  upcm  one  individual,  who  himself 
bas  gone  down  in  the  wreck  in  connection  with 
that  matter  ?  I  think  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  might  have 
waited  until  Mr.  Ward  was  in  his  place  before 


he  made  the  attack  upon  htm,  and  then  Mr. 
Ward  could  have  defended  himself  against  any- 
thing that  was  said  against  him.  Now,  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura,  in  his  speech 
the  other  night,  critioiaed  the  various  Depart- 
ments of  the  Qovemment,  and  said  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Qovernment  was  bad  from 
first  to  last,  in  his  estimation.  He  commenced 
by  condemning  the  new  valuation-of-land  sys-  ■ 
tem  inaugurated  in  this  colony.  Now,  does  not 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  every  member  of 
the  House  know  that  valuations  are  necessary. 
A  certam  amount  of  money  would  have  to  be 
provided  \o  get  new  valuations  of  land  made  in 
the  oolony  under  the  land-tax  system  alonCr 
even  if  we  did  not  have  so  extensive  a  one 
or  so  .expensive  a  system  as  the  one  we  are 
having.  If  that  were  not  done.  Sir,  a  large 
number  of  people  in  this  colony  would  escape- 
their  fair  and  honest  share  of  taxation.  The 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the  large- 
sum  of  money  that  was  necessary  to  meie 
these  valuations ;  but  the  colony  will  be  well 
and  amply  repaid  for  them,  and  I  am  quite 
willing  to  wait  till  the  time  comes  that  will 
show  that  such  is  the  case.  The  honourable 
gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  the  land 
administration  was  the  worst  of  any  of  the 
Qovemment  departments — the  greatest  failure 
—  and  then  he  trotted  out  Table  7  of  the 
Lands  Beport  to  show  he  was  correct  in  what 
he  was  saving.  We  have  had  various  members 
making  the  same  statement — the  honourable 
member  for  Hawera,  the  honourable  member 
for  Taranaki,  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa,  and  others,  deploring  that  the  land 
administration  was  a  failure.  There  is  some 
excuse  for  the  young  members  of  the  House 
for  the  ignorance  they  have  displayed  on  this 
question,  but  there  is  no  excuse  for  an  ex- 
Minister  of  the  Grown  who  has  deliberately  set 
about  twisting  these  tables  for  the  purpose  of 
making  his  point.  What  did  he  endeavour  to- 
do  ?  He  endeavoured  to  convince  this  House 
because  there  were  only  nineteen  new  settlers 
under  the  system  of  perpetual  lease,  there- 
fore they  must  have  been  all  bad  settlers  and 
failures.  Was  not  this  what  he  tried  to  make 
the  House  believe  ?  And  what  are  the  facts  ? 
The  fact  is  there  have  been  no  perpetual  leases 
for  the  last  three  and  a  half  years  in  existence ; 
consequently,  the  table  could  not  have  any  new 
names  added;  the  nineteen  he  refers  to  are 
simply  surrenders  owing  to  high  valuation,  with 
the  object  of  getting  land  at  a  lower  valuation 
as  tenants.  There  are  no  new  tenants  at  all, 
and  160  tenants  paid  the  capital  value  of  their 
land  and  became  freeholders— the  very  class  of 
men  the  honourable  member  for  Hawera  says 
should  be  on  the  land.  Did  he  point  that  out  ? 
No ;  I  believe  he  was  too  ignorant  to  do  so.  But 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  was  not 
ignorant — as  an  ex-Minister  of  Lands  he  knew 
^rfectly  well ;  but  he  said  to  himself,  **  Tiiis  is  a 
table  I  can  twist  about  against  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  do  so." 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  —  It  was  your  own 
Uble. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— It  was  the  table  of  th» 
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department,  and  you  know  it.  Now,  Sir,  let 
us  take  this  matter  a  little  farther,  and  I  will 
tell  the  House  that  out  of  the  large  number  of 
perpetual  leaseholders  in  this  oolony  only  some 
fifty  odd  have  surrendered  or  forfeited — about 
2  per 'cent,  of  the  number  that  appears  on  the 
books.  If  the  honourable  gentlemen  would 
look  at  another  part  of  the  statement  he  would 
see  there  where  the  Commissioner  of  Grown 
Lands  in  Auckland  refers  to  the  fact  that  fifty- 
two  of  these  people — these  perpetual  lease- 
holders— were  men  who  surrendered  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  time.  I  will  read 
the  portion  of  the  Commissioner's  rej^rt,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  see  what  he 
says.    He  says : — 

"  The  total  number  of  perpetual  leaseholders 
-at  present  actually  on  the  books  is  724,  holding 
a  total  area  of  184,508  acres,  the  revenue  re- 
ceived during  the  year  being  £3,938.  Thirty 
-selectors  also  acquired  the  freehold  of  8,474 
jMsres  during  that  period,  paying  in  cash 
£3,985  15s. 

*'By  some  carious  oversight  which  must 
have  occurred  some  years  past  (probably  when 
the  East  Coast  district  was  cut  off  from  Auck- 
land) a  large  number  of  surrenders  appear  to 
have  escaped  notice.  These  perpetual  leases 
number  no  less  than  fifty-two,  for  a  total  area  of 
16,925  acres.  It  is  necessary  that  this  should 
be  put  straight.  The  totals  now  given  are 
correct,  and  they  are  carried  forward  for  the 
first  time." 

Very  well,  that  has  not  occurred  in  my  time, 
and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  went  so  care- 
fully through  the  report  he  ought  to  have  seen 
this  and  compared  it  with  Table  7,  and  he 
would  have  seen  that  he  had  hold  of  a  mistake. 
Let  me  tell  the  House  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber opposite  that  they  should  be  more  careful 
in  making  these  charges,  because,  as  I  am 
always  able  to  defend  jmy  admin iPtration,  I 
know  pretty  well  what  is  going  on  in  it,  and  I 
am  always  competent  when  I  hear  a  statement 
in  the  House  to  find  the  reason  by  which  I  can 
explain  it  away.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man went  on  to  show  the  percentage  it  cost 
the  country  to  carry  on  the  small -farm  settle- 
ment called  Haldane,  in  Southland,  and  made 
out  that  the  supervision  cost  40  per  cent. 
What  did  he  do  again  ?  He  twisted  the  informa- 
tion at  his  disposal  by  putting  the  whole  expendi- 
ture on  two  miles  and  three-quarters  of  road. 
But  this  is  not  the  expenditure  of  the  Hal- 
dane Settlemen  t  at  all .  I  will  read  to  the  House 
what  it  is,  and  the  House  will  see  how  much 
the  honourable  gentleman's  criticism  is  worth. 
The  area  was  2,200  acres,  divided  into  twenty- 
four  sections.  These  were  held  by  twenty- 
six  settlers,  the  total  number  resident  in  the 
settlement  being  seventy- eight.  The  total  area 
felled  was  506  acres,  and  that  felled  and  grassed 
418  acres.  There  were  fifty-six  head  of  stock 
on  the  settlement.  Two  miles  and  three-quar- 
ters of  road  were  made.  The  advances  made 
were:  for  dwellings,  £105;  for  felling,  roads, 
and  grass,  £1,661.  The  total  value  of  improve- 
ments was  £2,098  up  to  the  81st  March  last. 
<rhe  total  expenditure^  to  the  22nd  October, 
Mr.  J.  McK^ntie 


1897,  was  £2,081  Os.  9d. ;  and  the  whole  expense 
and  supervision  of  this  work  was  £145  12s.  4d., 
or  7  per  cent.  Of  course,  if  you  put  the  whole 
expenditure  on  the  two  miles  and  three  quar- 
ters of  road,  you  could  make  out  a  statement  of 
the  sort  ffiven  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
What  is  the  honourable  gentleman's  criticiim 
worth  if  he  will  mislead  the  House  in  this 
way  ?  The  charge  would  not  reach  7  per  cent, 
were  it  not  for  the  difficulty  the  Qovemment  is 
under.  They  must  supervise  the  settlements ; 
they  must  see  that  the  money  advanced  by  the 
Crown  is  properly  spent.  It  is  necessary  to 
have  a  supervisor  there  ;  and  if  there  is  only  one 
settlement  here,  and  another  ten  miles  off,  and 
so  on,  you  cannot  have  one  man  to  do  them  all, 
and,  consequently,  the  expense  mounts  up.  Bat 
these  things  are  never  considered  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  given  us  a  new  policy.  I  was  very  modi 
amused  when  he  gave  us  a  new  policy.  We 
have  to  make  roads  to  every  settlement  before 
we  sell  the  land  ;  we  are  to  have  everything 
nice  and  complete  for  the  settlers  before  we 
send  them  on  to  the  land  at  all.  And  this 
from  a  Minister  of  Lands  who,  daring  his  term 
of  office,  did  nothing  to  road  the  ooontry ;  who 
left  me  with  thousands  of  acres  to  survey  in 
arrears  which  he  sold  and  disposed  of.  He 
went  out  of  office  and  left  me  a  legacy  of  thoo- 
sands  of  acres  to  survey  which  he  had  sold 
for  cash,  and  this  made  it  necessary  to  inoreass 
the  survey  expenditure  and  raise  the  staff  very 
considerably.     He  cannot  deny  that. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.—I  do. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.--The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  he  can ;  well,  I  say,  then,  his  memoiy 
must  be  failing  him.  I  have  here  a  list  of  the 
surveys  he  left  behind  him.  The  arrears  of 
survey-work  he  left  behind  him  were  as  fol- 
lows :  In  Auckland,  settlement  surveys  and 
Native  blocks,  96,887  acres;  roads,  25  miles: 
in  Wellington,  triangulation,  settlement  sur- 
veys, and  Native  blocks,  1,111,561  acres; 
roads,  220  miles :  in  Nelson,  settlement  surreys, 
Midland  Railway  lands,  79,710  acres :  in  Blen- 
heim, settlement  surveys,  4,290  acres  :  and, 
Sir,  in  Canterbury,  255,911  acres,  made  op 
of  settlement  surveys,  minor  triangulation. 
Midland  Railway,  and  Lake  Ellesmere  lands: 
Dunedin,  village  lands,  100  acres :  Inveroargill, 
settlement,  4,895  acres ;  roads,  19  miles :  Hoki- 
tika,  settlement,  11,800 acres ;  roads,  225  miles: 
total,  1,566,654  acres  of  land,  and  489  miles  of 
roads.  In  many  cases  the  honourable  gentle- 
man made  a  sketch  of  the  survey  withoat 
putting  in  the  back  pegs  or  boundaries  of  the 
blocks ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  knows 
that,  and  many  other  members  know  it,  and 
what  was  the  result?  The  land  was  sold  for 
cash;  he  got  in  a  large  sum  of  money,  and 
got  a  large  number  of  settlers  to  ti^e  up 
land  ;  and  now  the  cry  is,  "  Why  is  not  ths 
present  Minister  of  Lands'  administration 
more  successful  ? "  It  is  because  I  had  to 
survey  and  road  it.  And  he  gives  as  a  new 
scheme— put  roads  on  the  land  before  we  dis- 
pose of  it,  and  then  settlement  will  be  asnoeess. 
Sir,  this  proposal  astounded  me  when  I  heard 
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it  oonuDg  from  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
when  in  ofBice  did  nothing  for  reading  the 
conntry^a  gentleman  who  was  known  through- 
out the  country  as  the  Minister  against  lands 
and  against  settlement.  Then,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  advised  us  to  get  nice  bits  of 
land  for  settlement  near  the  cities,  and  we  are 
to  make  nioe  roads  and  footpaths,  and  build 
nice  cottages,  and  make  nice  gardens,  and  then 
we  might  be  able  to  get  settlers.  Well,  Sir,  we 
are  not  going  the  length  of  that  yet.  We  will 
leave  that  to  the  honourable  gentleman  when 
he  gats  into  office ;  and  if  he  can  get  the  Tories 
to  help  him  in  a  scheme  of  that  sort  he 
may  remain  a  long  time  in  office.  But,  Sir, 
we  have  been  doing  all  that  we  can,  and  we 
have  secured  two  pieces  of  land  in  Wellington 
near  the  city  here,  and  one  is  ready  for  dis- 
posal, and  is  now  being  roaded  ;  the  other  has 
been  surveyed,  and  arrangements  are  in  progress 
to  acquire  and  construct  roads  to  it.  And,  Sir, 
we  will  try  all  we  can  to  get  more.  Then,  we 
have  the  testimony  of  the  honourable  member 
lor  Ohristehurch  City  that  we  have  bought 
several  pieces  of  land  near  Ghristohnroh,  and 
they  have  all  been  a  success  except  this  one — 
Wharenui.  That  is  my  reply  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  so  far  as  that  question  is  concerned. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  a  rap  at 
the  Agricultural  Department.  For  the  last  three 
years  in  this  House  have  I  not  been  assailed 
from  every  side  of  the  House  by  honourable 
members  who  said  I  was  not  doing  sufficient 
with  that  department  ?  Have  I  not  been  asked 
day  after  day  if  I  would  not  appoint  an  expert 
for  this,  that,  and  the  other ;  and.  Sir,  I  have 
been  doing  my  best  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
settlers  of  the  country,  and  to  make  the  Agri- 
cultaxal  Department  a  success,  and  I  venture 
to  say  the  department  has  been  a  success.  The 
hononrable  member  for  Glutha  had  a  growl  about 
the  Agricultural  Department  expenditure,  and 
the  cost  it  was  to  the  country.  Sir,  will  he  go  on 
the  platform  in  Glutha  and  state  there  that  it 
has  been  a  failure,  and  that  the  money  should 
not  have  been  spent?  Will  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawera  go  on  to  his  platform  and 
say  that  money  should  not  be  voted  for  the  Agri- 
oulttiral  Department?  I  have  got  here  the 
Agricultural  Department  expenditure  for  this 
year,  and  I  challenge  members  to  vote  against 
any  of  these  items  and  go  back  to  their  consti- 
tuents and  say  they  have  done  so.  First,  there 
is  £7,000  for  cool- storage.  I  venture  to  say  the 
eool'Storage  for  our  butter  has  been  worth  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  pounds  to  the  settlers 
^f  New  Zealand.  By  doing  this  we  are  able  to 
store  butter  at  the  various  ports,  and  I  say  it  is 
worth  more  to  the  settlers  of  the  country  than 
anything  else  we  can  get  in  the  Agricultural 
Department.  Now,  are  they  prepared  to 
vote  against  that  £7,000  when  the  estimates 
•come  on.  We  will  wait  and  see  what  Mr. 
HcGuire  will  do.  He  would  not  dare  to  go 
back  to  Hawera  again  if  he  did  that.  Then, 
there  is  the  grading  of  dairy  produce,  £1,000. 
Has  that  not  been  of  great  value  ?  Why,  you 
would  not  meet  a  dairy- owner  in  New  Zealand 
who  would  not  tell  you  it  has  been  of  great 


value.  Are  those  honourable  members  prepared 
to  knock  that  out  of  the  estimates  when  it 
comes  down.  I  challenge  them  to  do  it.  Then, 
there  is  the  item,  *'  Gollection  of  agricultural 
statistics,  £4,000,"  for  the  second  time  on  the 
agricultural  estimates — it  used  to  be  charged 
to  the  Golonial  Secretary's  Department.  The 
honourable  member  for  Glutha,  I  suppose,  does 
not  know  of  the  change  that  has  taken  place, 
because  he  was  not  in  the  House  when  it  was 
done.  I  drew  attention  to  it  then.  This 
£4,000  for  the  collection  of  statistics  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  of  the  country  used 
to  be  charged  every  year  to  the  Golonial 
Secretary's  Department,  and  it  consequently 
swelled  their  estimates  by  £4,000  a  year.  Are 
honourable  gentlemen  prepared  to  say  that  is 
of  no  value,  and  that  they  are  willing  to  do 
away  with  it.  It  relates  to  the  work  of  the 
dairy  schools,  dairy  produce,  experimental 
stations,  experts,  veterinary  surgeons  ;  and,  in 
connection  with  those  veterinary  surgeons  and 
Inspectors,  I  may  tell  the  House  that  our 
endeavours  to  keep  the  stock  clear  of  dis- 
eases stood  us  in  good  stead  some  time  ago, 
when  the  colony  was  being  assailed  through- 
out the  Home -country  for  having  exported 
meat  which  was  diseased.  Our  Agent-General 
took  the  matter  up  and  refuted  the  charges 
entirely,  and  in  doing  this  he  quoted  the 
large  expenditure  on  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment with  regard  to  stock  inspectors 
and  veterinary  surgeons,  and  that  was  the 
best  argument  he  had  to  meet  this  charge, 
which  he  did  successfully.  Are  you  pre- 
pared to  do  away  with  that?  I  challenge 
honourable  members  to  do  away  with  it,  and 
see  what  their  constituents  will  say  about  it. 
Now,  we  have  had  the  number  of  selectors  on 
land  trotted  out,  and  I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  was  at  that 
game.  I  have  here,  Sir,  the  correct  numbers 
for  the  last  ten  years,  and  for  the  first  four 
years  the  average  number  was  2,126.  That  was 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  office, 
and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Then,  I  had 
during  my  time  2,208  as  a  average.  There  is 
not  a  large  difference,  but  if  there  is  an  advan- 
tage at  all  I  have  got  it.  Before  I  leave  this 
question  of  the  land-administration  let  me 
say  this :  It  has  been  said  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  that  no  Minister  of  Lands 
ever  had  so  much  money  placed  at  his  disposal 
for  the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land. 
That  is  true  ;  but  no  other  Minister  has  bad 
the  difficulties  to  contend  with  that  I  had. 
Let  me  appeal  to  the  Canterbury  members, 
-—and  I  was  going  to  appeal  to  the  Tory  membez 
for  BUesmere^if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  through- 
out  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  country 
there  was  not  a  thousand  acres  of  agricultural 
land  to  dispose  of.  If  I  am  wrong  let  any  Oan- 
terbury  member  get  up  and  put  me  right. 
There  was  no  land  for  agricultural  purposes. 
I  had  to  buy  it,  and  at  what  price  ?  Varying 
from  14s.  an  acre  to  £66  an  acre,  through  the 
Land  Purchase  Board.  It  was  very  easy  for 
gentlemen  who  had  large  areas  of  agricultural 
land  at  their  disposal  in  the  early  days  to  make 
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Buocessful  Bettlement  with  less  money,  but  if 
they  had  had  to  buy  it  for  settlement  purposes, 
as  I  had,  would  they  have  been  able  to  do  so  ? 
I  venture  to  say  they  would  not.  I  ask  honour- 
able members  from  Canterbury  to  deny  this: 
that  I  have  done  more  for  the  progress  of  Can- 
terbury than  any  other  Minister  of  Lands  that 
ever  was  in  New  Zealand.  I  ask,  Where  was 
the  Cheviot  7  Where  were  all  the  other  estates 
in  CaJiterbury — The  Peaks,  the  Ashley  Gorge, 
Highbank,  Horsley  Downs,  Albury,  Arowhenua? 
Every  one  of  these  settlements  have  been  suc- 
oeesful^not  an  acre  left.  Add  to  that  the 
Cheviot  Estate. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  is  not  in  Canter- 
bury. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIE.— It  is  in  the  southern 
portion  of  Nelson,  adjoining  the  northern  por- 
tion of  Canterbury,  and  is  is  now  administered 
from  Canterbury.  And  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  the  settlers  there  are  Canterbury 
people,  now  settled  on  it.  Will  he  deny  that  ? 
Where  would  these  people  have  got  to  if  I 
bad  not  bought  that  land  for  them?  They 
would  have  had  to  leave  the  country,  or  have 
become  rack-rented  tenants  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite  and  their  associates. 
It  would  only  be  for  these  people — these  rack- 
rented  tenants  of  the  aristocracy — to  leave  the 
colony  and  find  some  other  country.  Will  the 
Canterbury  members  get  up  in  the  House  and 
say  I  have  not  been  successful  in  getting 
laJid  for  settlement,  or  that  my  settlements 
have  been  a  failure  ?  Let  them  consider  the 
whole  of  these  settlements,  and  they  will  see 
how  much  I  am  justified  in  making  these 
statements,  which  will  not  only  applv  to 
Canterbury  but  to  other  parts  of  the  colony. 

g  QA  What  am  I  besieged  for  from  the 
people  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  District  ? 
I  have  got,  I  suppose,  one  hundredweight  of 
letters  from  the  Hawke's  Bay  people  asking  for 
the  opening  of  some  of  the  big  estates  there ;  but 
every  time  I  make  an  attempt  to  acquire  any 
land  no  one  will  sell  it  to  me.  Whenever  I 
take  the  initiative  in  order  to  get  the  land  there 
parcelled  out,  I  find  the  gentlemen  who  own 
those  estates  using  every  power  they  possess, 
that  the  Courts  of  the  land  can  place  in  my 
way,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  land  being 
taken  for  settlement.  Then  I  am  to  be  pub- 
licly told  by  shallow* minded  politicians  like 
the  member  for  Bruce  that  I  have  done 
nothing  for  the  settlers,  and  that  I  have 
had  more  money  placed  at  my  disposal  for 
land  -  settlement  purposes  than  any  other 
Minister  of  the  Crown  in  this  colony  has  ever 
had  before.  I  hurl  back  at  these  gentlemen 
their  own  statements,  and  I  tell  them  that  I 
am  quite  prepared.  Sir,  at  any  moment  to  go  on 
any  platform  in  the  colony,  and  meet  them,  and 
disprove  their  statements.  Then,  the  newly- 
fleaged  Tory  member  for  EUesmere  has  made 
similar  statements  with  respect  to  the  land 
settlements.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  come  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr. 
Soobie  Mackenzie.  That  honourable  gentleman 
told  some  stories  the  other  night,  but  I  am  not 
going  to  refer  to  all  his  remarks,  the  reliability 
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of  which  I  do  not  admit.  I  will  oome  at  onoe 
to  an  issue  with  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  said  that  the  deferred-payment  system  was 
in  vogue  in  this  colony  before  I  was  thought  of. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Hear.  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man  says  **  Hecur,  hear."  Will  the  honourable 
member #be  prepared  to  stake  his  money  if  be 
is  wrong?  He  told  us  he  had  been  twenty- 
seven  years  in  the  colony.  Very  much  so  I  Bat 
I  was  ten  years  before  him.  I  have  been 
thirty-seven  years  here,  and  I  assisted  to  in- 
itiate the  deferred-payment  system.  I  wae  in 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago  when  Mr. 
Donald  Reid  introduced  his  first  regulations 
for  the  deferred-pajonent  system,  and  I  as- 
sisted Mr.  Donald  Reid  in  carrying  ibem. 
When  the  honourable  member  makes  state- 
ments of  that  sort  he  ought  to  be  oarefol 
that  he  is  correct  in  his  facts.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the  year 
1687— that  was  the  year  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Richardson  came  into  office ;  and  he  said 
he  was  a  most  successful  land- administrator 
during  those  three  yeskrs.  He  was.  Sir,  the 
most  successful  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
dummies  the  land  was  sold  to,  and  in  regard 
to  the  largest  area  that  was  sold  for  oaah.  The 
honourable  gentleman  changed  the  whole  sys- 
tem otherwise  there  would  have  been  a  great 
many  surrenders.  What  did  the  honourable 
member  do?  The  first  session  he  was  on  those 
benches  he  passed  a  Revaluation  Bill,  and 
£90,000  was  lost  to  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land owing  to  the  revaluation  in  lien  of  sur- 
renders. He  reduced  the  rents  of  his  aettlen 
so  that  some  of  them  had  no  rent  to  pay,, 
on  account  of  the  reductions  they  got.  There 
were  no  surrenders  then,  because  there  was 
£90,000  struck  ofi  the  rents,  and  this  made 
things  pleasant  to  the  tenants.  Yet,  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  tries  to- 
make  the  House  believe  what  is  not  trae. 
The  honourable  member  knows  it  is  not  true, 
and  why  does  he  now  make  false  stafes^ 
ments 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  thmk  the  honour. 
able  member  should  say  that. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE.— Well,  I  will  withdraw 
that.  I  will  say  that  I  hope  the  honoorable 
member  will  be  more  careful  in  his  suite- 
ments. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Very  mnoh  so. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Then,  the  honourable 
member  went  on  to  tell  us  a  great  deal  about 
the  **  wretched  past."  The  honourable  memb« 
made  a  considerable  noise  over  the  "  wretehed 
past,"  and  he  referred  to  various  matters  is 
the  "  wretched  past " ;  but  there  were  some 
things  he  did  not  refer  to.  I  shall  try  to  fill 
them  in  for  the  honourable  membor — and  it 
would  take  a  long  time  to  do  so  if  I  tried  to  pat 
them  all  in.  I  will,  however,  give  him  just  a 
sketch  of  the  '<  wretched  past,"  and  in  tiie 
first  place  I  will  take  the  nonoun^le  gentle- 
man back  to  1871.  That  is  the  "wretohed 
past."  Let  honourable  members  take  the 
Journals  of  this  House,  and  look  up  G.-7  of 
1871,  and  they  will  see  there  the  report  of  the 
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Hawke*8  Bay  Native  Land  Alienation  Com- 
miiBsion.  It  is  too  long  to  read  it  all,  bat  I 
leoommend  every  member  of  this  House  to 
read  it  for  himself,  and  he  will  find  the  reason 
why  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  the  other 
night  trembled  in  his  shoes  when  the  titles  to 
the  North  Island  lands  were  being  referred  to. 
There  will  be  the  explanation.  He  trembled 
in  his  shoes,  Sir,  as  to  the  safety  of  the  titles 
lo  Native  land  of  people  in  the  North  Island. 
Let  me  give  an  example  of  how  some  of  these 
estates  were  obtained.  Here  are  some  of  the 
complaints  as  set  oat  by  the  Natives  in  the 
soheidule  of  the  paper  I  have  referred  to  : — 

MangaUtere  West  and  Pakiaka  Bush, 
"  Complainant  stated  :  '  I  was  drunk  when 
I  signed  deed.  Did  not  receive  £500  (as 
alleged).  Have  only  received  50  gallons  grog 
.and  £7  in  money,  three  bags  sugar,  six  blankets, 
two  bags  flour,  two  boxes  candles,  two  hun- 
dred sticks  tobacco,  four  pieces  print,  and  five 


Ohikakargwa^  1,520  acres. 
"Complainant  stated:  *  Sold,  but  only   re- 
ceived shirts,  trousers,  blankets,    sugar,    and 
grog,  four  boxes  gin,  three  cases  brandy,  three 
cases  pale  brandy,  and  £36.'  '* 

Petans,  10,908  acres. 

**  Complainant  skated  : '  Mortgaged  land  for  28 
gallons  of  grog,  some  goods,  twelve  bags  of 
flour.  No  money.  Complainant  received  no- 
thing.'" 

That  was  the  way  some  gentlemen  bought 
laod  in  Hawke's  Bay.  The  best  thing  they 
had  for  baying  land  there  was  whiskey,  and  it 
was  made  from  bluestone.  When  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  went  into  the 
'*?rretohed  past"  why  did  not  he  bring  these 
facts  up  also  ?  Why,  Sir,  because  it  did  not 
Bait  his  purpose. 

An  Hon.  Mskbeb. — That  was  the  time  of 
the  Libera]  Qrovemment. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No,  Sir,  there  was  no 
Liberal  Government  in  those  days.  They  were 
a  Qovemment  who  were  liberal  to  themselves 
and  not  to  the  people.  They  got  the  Native 
land  pfltrcelled  out  among  themselves,  and 
made  their  titles  as  secure  as  the  law  of  the 
land  allowed.  I  believe  one  honourable  mem- 
ber was  perfectly  correct  when  he  said,  if 
a  proper  investigation  were  made  into  these 
men's  titles  it  would  be  found  that  they 
had  been  got  by  fraud,  and  would  be  found 
not  to  be  worth  the  paper  they  were  written 
on.  The  honourable  member  for  Glutha 
asked  me  how  it  was  we  were  going  back 
in  our  land  revenue.  Did  you  not  ask  that 
question,  Sir?  Well,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber says  nothing,  so  I  suppose  his  silence 
means  consent.  Let  me  tell  the  honourable 
member  that  this  year  we  are  losing  £18,000 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Pastoral  Tenants' 
Relief  Act.  Yet  the  senior  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  and  other  honourable  friends  ask 
what  have  we  done  towards  assisting,  by 
any  legislation  we  have  passed  while  on 
benches,  the  industries  of  the  oolony? 

VOL.  XCIX.-83. 


Does  my  honourable  friend  deny  that  we 
have  not  assisted  the  large  pastoralists  by 
passing  that  measure?  Will  he  deny  it. 
Sir?  No;  he  will  not  deny  it.  Yet  he 
has  the  audacity  to  get  up  in  this  House 
thinking  he  can  palm  off  statements  of  that 
sort  on  the  public  here — saying  we  have  never 
done  anything  to  assist  any  large  industry  in 
this  colony.  I  could  take  every  industrv  in 
the  colony  and  show  how  we  have  benefited 
them  all,  but  time  does  not  permit.  I  have  & 
good  deal  to  say  regarding  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  I  have  some  choice 
things  for  him,  but  my  time  is  nearly  up, 
so  I  will  preserve  them  for  a  future  occasion. 
Let  me  tell  the  honourable  gentleman,  how- 
ever, that  as  sure  as  my  name  is  John  McKen- 
Eie  he  shall  have  them.  Let  me  give  a  little 
attention  now  to  the  Tory  member  for  Elles- 
mere.  The  honourable  gentleman  gave  us 
his  views  with  regard  to  land-settlement  and 
State  forests,  but  those  views  are  confined  to 
Akaroa.  He  cannot  see  beyond  Akaroa.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  just  returned  from 
a  trip  to  the  Old  Country,  but  I  think  before 
going  there  he  should  have  made  a  tour  of  the 
colony  from  the  Bluff  to  the  North  Cape;  he 
should  have  gone  into  the  settlements,  and 
then  he  would  have  seen  for  himself.  The 
honourable  gentleman  asked  me  if  I  would 
lay  on  the  table  of  the  House  the  plans  of 
the  lands  improved  under  the  lands-improve- 
ment scheme,  including  plans  of  the  roads 
and  bridges.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  got  here  .such 
a  number  of  these  roads  and  bridges  that  it 
would  be  simply  impossible  to  do  what  the 
honourable  member  wishes. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  do  not  want  them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.— £21,777  was  spent  last 
year  in  erecting  bridges.  The  bridge  across  the 
Waiau  is  one  I  can  name.  Does  the  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill  pretend  to  say 
that  the  erection  of  this  bridge  will  not  improve 
Invercargill.  The  honourable  gentleman  claims 
to  be  an  expert. 

Mr.  KELLY.-No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No;  nor  any  other 
person,  and  there  are  many  others  in  the  same 
position.  The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
wants  a  bridge  over  the  Selwyn.  Can  the 
honourable  gentleman  tell  me  where  are  the 
Crown  lands  from  which  that  bridge  could  be 
built? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  want  it  out  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Yes;  secure  it  for  me 
out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund;  punish  the 
other  fellows,  but  give  me  my  bridge.  Thac 
is  what  the  honourable  member  wants.  Now 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  left  the 
party  I  am  free  to  talk  to  him.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  goes  on  to  say  that 
we  have  done  nothing  with  regard  to  State 
forests.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  return  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  have  got,  and 
which  any  other  honourable  member  could 
have  got  if  he  chose,  but  they  are  too  indolent 
to  look  at  the  papers  laid  on  the  table  of  this 
House.    They  expect  everything  to  be  done  by 
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a  clerk  in  the  Buildings,  and  put  on  the  table 
in  a  conoise  form,  that  they  will  not  have  to  put 
themBelves  to  any  trouble,  however  small,  to 
get  the  information  for  themselves.  We  have, 
during  the  last  year,  set  aside  11,368  acres  for 
State  forest  purposes,  and  we  have  at  present 
1,172,750  acres  set  aside  for  State  forest  pur- 
poses. None  of  that  land  can  be  touched 
without  the  matter  coming  before  this  House. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— How  much  have  you 
taken  off  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Three  thousand  acres 
is  all  we  have  taken  off,  and  we  put  on  11,868 
acres  during  last  year,  leaving  a  credit  in  our 
favour  of  8,368  acres.  Now,  I  find  I  can- 
not go  through  all  the  material  I  have  at 
hand.  I  had  a  note  with  regard  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston,  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  not  worth  referring  to ;  but 
I  may  tell  this  House  the  reason  why  I  did 
not  reappoint  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
the  Wellington  Land  Board.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  given  abundant  evidence  in 
this  House  of  his  propensities  for  mischief, 
and  his  mischief-making  propensities  on  the 
Iiand  Board  were  so  clear  to  me  that  I  declined 
to  reappoint  him. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — Mischief  means  going  against 
the  Minister  of  Lands. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.-Well.  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  likes  to  believe  that  he  can  do 
so.  Well,  one  word  more.  Sir.  During  the  whole 
of  the  debate  we  have  had  on  this  subject  in 
the  House,  many  insinuations  and  innuendoes 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  corruption 
against  the  Government.  The  honourable 
member  for  Eden,  Mr.  Bollard,  says  that  it  is 
thn  most  corrupt  Government  that  ever  sat  in 
this  House.  I  think  he  went  the  length  of 
saying  that  it  was  the  most  corrupt  Govern- 
ment in  the  world,  but  I  am  not  sure  he  said 
that.  But  has  there  been  one  single  charge  of 
corruption  sheeted  home  to  the  Government  ? 
No,  not  one  ;  not  half  a  one.  The  only  thing 
they  could  do  was  to  trump  up  the  amendment 
we  had  last  night ;  that  is  all  we  have  had  out 
of  this  fourteen  days'  discussion.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Riocarton  did  what  he 
thought  was  right.  He  saw  how  the  land 
lay,  and  he  said,  *'  I  will  give  these  Liberals 
a  Imock,  I  have  the  opportunity  now,  and  I 
will  do  it  by  dragging  behind  me  some  of 
thcRC  erstwhile  Liberals  into  the  lobby." 
And  he  did  it.  Now,  I  say  this  with  regard  to 
land-settlement:  I  say  I  have  done  as  much 
for  land-settlement  in  this  country,  considering 
the  difficulties  I  had  to  contend  with,  as  could 
reasonably  be  expected.  You  must  remem- 
ber— and  I  ask  the  members  of  the  House 
to  remember — that  our  area  of  land  is  a  di- 
minishing quantity  every  year.  It  is  diminish- 
ing every  year;  it  is  more  difficult  to  get,  and 
the  land  there  was  at  the  time  I  took  office 
belonging  to  the  Grown  was  very  small  indeed 
— ^that  is,  land  suitable  for  settlement.  I  have 
bad  either  to  buy  from  the  Europeans  in  the 
South  Island  or  from  the  Natives  in  the  North 
Island,  and  I  have  had  to  road  it,  because  the 
land  I  got  from  the  Natives  in  the  North 
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Island  was  far  away  from  settlameqt  and 
roads.  And  I  say  if  you  were  to  give  a  millioo 
to-morrow  —  if  you  were  to  vote  that  ajnonnt 
to  me  this  year — I  would  push  on  settlement 
in  the  North  Island  at  a  rate  that  would  be 
astonishing.  But  you  will  not  give  ma  fclis 
money.  And  who  will  not  give  it?  The  very 
gentlemen  who  cry  out  that  my  land-settle- 
ment policy  is  a  failure,  and  that  I  have 
done  practioally  nothing  in  that  directiaii. 
Those  are  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  b&j 
when  they  go  before  their  constituents,  **No 
more  borrowing,  no  more  borrowing.  Mote 
borrowing  means  corruption,  and  comipfcioB 
is  what  this  Government  are  practisiog." 
That  is  what  those  honourable  gentlemen  say. 
The  honourable  member  for  Glutha — would  he 
support  a  loan  to  make  roads  and  bridges? 
Not  he.  He  belongs  to  a  Conservative  class  of 
people  in  Glutha.  They  got  their  roads  and- 
bridges  and  railways  niade  in  the  days  gone 
by  by  the  Provincial  Government,  and  they 
want  no  more  in  that  direction,  and  he  is 
sent  here  to  represent  them  and  to  »ay  that  no 
more  shall  be  done.  Then,  as  to  thehononr- 
able  member  for  Bruce,  I  have  had  a  number 
of  communications  from  people  in  his  elec- 
torate asking  me  if  I  could  not  get  land  for 
settlement  in  the  Bruce  district ;  and  I  cannot, 
because  the  honourable  member  and  his  friends 
will  not  sell  me  any  land,  and  we  therefore 
cannot  get  any  for  settlement  there.  I  i^ipeal 
to  the  people  of  this  oolony,  and  I  wish  to  ask, 
Would  the  Cheviot  Settlement  have  been  then 
had  it  not  been  for  me  ?  And  what  land  would 
they  have  got  for  settlement  purposes  had  it 
not  been  for  the  legislation  passed  by  this 
Government  and  carried  out  during  the  time 
I  have  been  in  office  ?  I  appeal  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand.  I  care  nothing  for  the  &w 
who  get  up  in  this  House  and  wrongfully  en- 
deavour to  make  political  capital  against  me  in 
that  wi^. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.^I  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  stated  that  when  he  took  office  hs 
was  hampered  by  the  large  extent  of  sold  an- 
surveyed  land,  and  that  he  had  to  overtake 
these  large  arrears  of  surveys  before  he  could 
bring  in  new  blocks,  and  he  quoted  figures  in 
support  of  his  contention.  I  now  challenge 
him  to  lay  those  figures  on  the  table  of  the 
House  in  the  form  of  a  return  signed  by  the 
Surveyor-General.  I  absolutely  contradict  the 
statement ;  as,  far  from  the  position  being  as 
represented,  the  honourable  gentleman,  when 
he  came  into  office,  had  a  large  extent  of 
surveyed  small  areas  of  land  waiting  for  the 
market,  and  he  wilfully  withheld  them  until 
after  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  so  that 
they  would  swell  the  results  of  his  first  year 
in  office. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  ~  I  can  only  say  that 
the  return  quoted  by  me  in  the  House  has  been 
supplied  to  me  by  the  Survey  Department,  and 
I  will  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  asking  the 
Survey  Department  to  prepare  a  copy,  which  I 
will  lay  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  desire  also  to  make  a  par- 
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mml  explanation.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
aooQsed  me  of  making  a  statement  which  was 
eontiacy  to  fact  when  I  said  that  the  land  of 
•the  present  Wharenui  Hamlet  had  been  pur- 
ehmied  from  the  Assets  Board.  It  may  have 
been  so,  but  I  was  quoting  from  the  Land- 
settlement  Report,  Table  0.^,  page  14,  and  I 
will  read  it : — 

"  Wharenui :  73  acres  1  rood  10  perches.  Part 
of  Rural  Section  85,  Canterbury  Land  District. 
Land  of  good  quality,  with  a  strong  day  sub- 
soil. Name  of  person  or  company  from  whom 
it  was  bought  or  acquired,  Assets  Realisation 
Board.*' 

That  is  taken  from  the  report  supplied  to  the 
House  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  himself. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  drawing  a  distinction,  and  is  trying  to 
laake  the  House  believe  that  he  is  correct. 
There  is  an  Assets  Board  and  an  Assets  Reali- 
sation Board,  and  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  was  the  Realisation  Board.  There  is 
an  Assets  Board  belonging  to  the  Bank  of  New 
.Zealand,  and  it  is  from  them  we  bought  the 


Mr.  LEWIS.— To  that  I  may  add  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  to  which  I  was  referring,  informs 
me  he  went  down  to  buy  this  particular  piece 
of  land. 

Mr.  FBASER.'I  wish,  Sir,  to  refer  to  this 
particular  matter  in  ezplanaiion.  When  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchuroh  City 
referred  to  this  property  the  other  day  I  had 
never  before  heard  of  it  being  called  by  that 
name,  and  X  did  not  know  what  he  was  talking 
about ;  but  when  he  mentioned  that  the  pro- 
perty was  in  the  vicinity  of  Ghristchuroh, 
and  mentioned  the  words  '*  £65  per  acre  "  as 
the  price,  I  recognised  it  then.  Some  time 
ago,  on  my  way  up  from  Dunedin,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  telegraphed  to  me, 
asking  me  to  look  at  this  property  when 
I  was  in  Ohristchuroh,  as  the  Land  Purchase 
Board  had  offered  for  it.  That  property  was 
bought  from  the  Assets  Realisation  Board. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  can  only  say  that  the 
department  specially  supplied  me  with  the 
fact  that  it  was  bought  from  the  Board  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— Sir,  as  I  have  not  been  in 
particularly  good  form  for  the  last  few  days,  I 
was  in  hopes  till  this  afternoon  that  I  was 
going  to  escape  speaking  on  the  Financial 
statement ;  but  as  so  many  members  have 
epoken,  and  as  I  represent  a  somewhat  im- 
portant district,  I  think  it  is  necessary  that  I 
should  place  on  record  my  views  with  regard  to 
the  subjects  under  discussion — the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  Financial  Statement.  Before 
doing  so  I  have  a  few  words  to  say  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down — 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  While  I  was  listening 
to  what  I  might  call  the  simulated  ferocity  of 
tlie  honourable  gentleman  I  was  reminded  of 
an  incident  I  once  heard  of  in  connection  with 
tlie  Imperial  Parliament,  where  party  feeling 
apparently  runs  as  high  as  it  does  in  a  smaller 
way  with  us.     One  honourable  member  had 


made  a  noisy,  forcible,  and  violent  speech — 
probably  such  a  one  as  we  have  just  lis- 
tened t(> — attacking  members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  and  he  was  replied  to  in  terms 
like  these  :  **  The  honourable  member  has  just 
made  a  very  long  speech,  and  probably,  from 
his  point  of  view,  a  very  able  speech.  He 
has  told  us  a  great  many  things  tnat  are  true 
and  a  great  many  things  that  are  new ;  but  the 
things  that  were  true  were  not  new,  and  the 
things  that  were  new  were  not  true."  Now, 
Sir,  I  should  not  like  to  go  so  far  as  that.  I 
do  not  think  you  would  allow  me  to  say  that 
any  member's  remarks  were  not  true,  but  I 
would  like  to  say  that  some  of  them  were,  at 
any  rate,  very  misleading;  and  with  that 
qualification  I  think  the  incident  I  have 
quoted  will  apply  to  the  speech  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  That  honourable  gentleman  com- 
menced by  making  a  violent  attack  on  the 
four  members  who  voted  against  the  Govern- 
ment last  night  on  what  the  Qovernment 
were  pleased  to  make  a  no- confidence  mo- 
tion. He  accused  those  honourable  mem- 
bers of  deserting  their  party;  but,  Sir, 
there  is  another  side  to  the  question,  and 
it  is  this:  Those  honourable  members  had 
to  choose  between  deserting  their  party  and 
deserting  their  principles,  and  I  think  they 
chose  the  better  course— they  adhered  to  their 
principles.  They  adhered  to  their  principles, 
and  I  think  the  people  of  the  country  will  give 
them  credit  for  having  done  so.  Then,  Sir,  he 
went  on  to  boast  of  the  victory  of  last  night ; 
but  as  some  one  has  said,  and  truthfully  said, 
two  such  victories  would  be  worse  than  a  defeat, 
and  probably  the  Minister  of  Lands  will  find 
such  to  be  the  case  before  very  long.  Referring 
to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  holding  a  posi- 
tion in  connection  with  the  Anglo-Continental 
Syndicate,  the  Minister  of  Lands  asked,  "  If 
the  principle  is  to  apply  to  Ministers  of  the 
Grown,  why  should  it  not  apply  also  to  mem- 
bers ? "  The  answer  is  a  very  simple  one. 
Ministers  have  the  power  to  betray  the  colony 
in  their  own  private  interests,  but  members 
have  no  such  power.  Then,  he  challenged 
us  to  prove  corruption  ;  but  let  me  remind  the 
honourable  member  that  corruption  may  exist 
without  being  proved,  or  without  the  possibility 
of  proving  it.  Sir,  two  wrongs  do  not  make  a 
right,  and  all  the  honourable  member  said — all 
he  had  to  say — does  not  prove  that  it  is  right 
for  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  to  hold  a 
position  in  the  Anglo-Gontinental  Syndicate^ 
clashing  as  the  interests  of  that  syndicate  do, 
and  as  they  have  clashed,  with  the  interests  of 
the  Grown.  Then  the  honourable  member 
occupied  a  very  long  time  with  details  of  his 
land  policy  and  land-settlement ;  but  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  him  into  all  the  details  of  his 
department.  I  noticed,  though,  that  he  said 
nothing  about  Pomahaka. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  had  not  time. 

Mr.  MASSEY.--I  wish  to  say.  Sir,  that,  con- 
sidering the  amount  of  money  at  his  disposal, 
considering  what  the  Lands  Department  has 
cost  the  country,  I  say  that  the  land-settle- 
ment of  the  last  three  years  has  been  anything 
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but  a  success.  Now,  I  think  I  shall  leave  the 
honourable  member.  I  wish  also  to  refer  to  a 
remark  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Oeraldine.  Speaking  a  few  days  ago  on  the 
banking  legislation,  he  said  that  90  per  cent,  of 
the  Opposition  members  had  voted  for  the  bank- 
ing legislation.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to 
correct  the  honourable  member,  because  we 
all  know  that  many  of  his  statements  are  wild 
and  wide  of  the  mark  and  unworthy  of  notice, 
but  on  this  occasion  the  remark  was  indorsed 
by  the  Premier;  and,  knowing  the  accuracy  of 
the  Premier  when  he  makes  a  statement,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  correct  him  when  he  is 
wrong.  There  were  two  Banking  Bills— the 
Banking  Bill  of  1894,  which  is  generally  known 
as  the  Two-millions  Guarantee  Act,  and  the  Act 
of  1895.  With  regard  to  the  first  Bill,  I  want 
to  quote  a  passage  from  the  speech  of  the  Trea- 
surer in  introducing  that  measure.  He  said 
this:— 

**  I  will  point  out  to  the  House  that  indirectly 
the  colony  is  only  asked,  after  all,  to  guarantee 
£1,000,000,  because  the  other  £1,000,000  would 
be  invested  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  approved. 
Now,  after  carefully  and  hesitatingly,  and  with 
not  the  most  pleasant  feelings,  looking  into  this 
matter  with  the  other  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  express  my  individual  opinion  that 
under  these  circumstances  the  security  is  ade- 
quate enough.  We  invite  honourable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  sympathize 
with  us  in  a  position  of  difficulty — in  a  position 
calculated  to  do  either  good  or  evil  for  genera- 
tions to  come." 

That  was  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  said. 
The  Premier,  following,  said  this : — 

"  I  am  sure  if  we  pass  this  Bill  the  cloud 
will  be  dispelled,  and  we  shall  be  doing  what 
is  just  to  the  country,  and  what  will  redound 
to  our  credit  as  a  Legislature.  The  Govern- 
ment accepts  the  responsibility,  and  we  feel 
assured  that  every  well-wisher  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand  will  feel  pleased  that  there  is  a 
Government,  and  that  there  are  men  repre- 
senting the  people  of  the  country  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  who  are  with  us  in  what  we  have 
done." 

That  Bill  passed  the  House  without  opposi- 
tion— without  a  division,  in  fact.  Then  we  come 
to  the  Banking  Bill  of  1895,  which  increased 
the  responsibility  of  the  colony  from  one 
million  to  over  five  millions,  and  I  find  that 
on  the  second  reading  of  that  Bill  the  following 
Opposition  members  voted  against  it :  Mr. 
Allen,  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Duthie,  Mr.  Earnshaw, 
Mr.  Heke,  Mr.  Hutchison,  Mr.  McGuire,  Mr. 
Mitchelson,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Massey,  Dr.  New- 
man, Mr.  Lang,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  and  Te  Ao. 
Now,  as  the  Opposition  in  the  last  Parliament 
consisted  of  only  eighteen  or  nineteen  members, 
it  will  be  seen  that  three-fourths  of  them  voted 
against  the  Bill,  instead  of  90  per  cent,  of  them 
having  voted  for  it.  That  is  the  position.  I 
admit  that  the  first  Bill  went  through  without 
opposition. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON,— Not  without  opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— No,  not  without  opposition, 
Mr.  Massey 


but  without  a  division.  The  Premier  took 
advantage  of  the  position.  He  took  advantage 
of  a  new  Parliament,  composed  of  a  large 
number  of  new  members,  to  get  the  Bill  through 
without  a  division ;  but  do  not  let  us  lose  sight 
of  this:  that  the  Treasurer  told  us  that  the 
security  was  adequate,  and  that  the  re8pon'«i- 
bility  was  only  £1,000,000,  and  he  followed  it 
up  by  repeating  over  and  over  again  that  he 
and  his  Government  accepted  the  responsibility. 
I  am  glad  to  think,  though,  that  when  the 
more  important  Bill  came  up— the  measure 
increasing  the  responsibility  from  one  million 
to  five  millions — nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Opposition  members  voted  against  the  Bill  and 
opposed  it  at  every  stage.  Sir,  the  Premier 
the  other  day  taunted  us — with  what  ?  With 
having  believed  him,  and  taken  notice  of 
what  he  said.  Well,  all  I  can  say  is  this: 
that  what  happened  on  that  occasion  will  be 
a  lesson  to  us  for  a  long  time  to  come.  I  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  put  this  on  record,  so  that 
readers  of  Hansard  may  not  be  misled  by  the 
statements  of  the  Premier  and  his  faithful  and 
trusting  henchman  the  honourable  member  for 
g  Q  Geraldine.  During  the  course  of  this  de- 
'  bate  I  have  noticed  that  many  of  the 
speakers  speaking  from  the  Government  side  of 
the  House  have  attempted  to  take  credit  to  the 
Government  for  the  prosperity  which  the  oolony 
enjoys  at  the  present  time.  But  those  honour- 
able members  seem  to  forget  this:  that  it  is 
possible  for  a  country  to  be  temporarily  pro- 
sperous without  enjoying  the  benefits  of  good 
government.  Take  the  honourable  memb^  for 
Nelson  City  (Mr.  Graham)  for  instance,  when 
he  was  speaking  last  night — by  the  way,  that 
honourable  member  occupied  about  fifty-five 
minutes  of  his  sixty  in  hurling  figures  at  us 
across  the  floor  of  the  House,  not  merely 
columns  of  figures,  not  pages  of  figures,  but 
whole  volumes  of  them,  mixed  up  and  inter- 
mingled in  such  a  way  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  any  man  to  understand  them* 
and  I  am  quite  sure  the  honourable  mem- 
ber did  not  understand  them  himself.  How- 
ever, the  honourable  member  told  us  this: 
that  since  the  present  Government  had  been 
in  office  the  horses  and  cattle  in  the  colooy 
had  largely  increased  in  number,  that  there 
were  more  acres  in  crops  and  grass,  that  the 
dairy  industry  had  developed.  What  does  all 
that  mean  ?  Does  he  think  that  the  country 
settlers  are  going  to  stand  still  ?  If  he  does  he 
makes  a  very  serious  mistake.  The  hard-work- 
ing and  industrious  people  of  the  oolony  wiU 
keep  on  adding  to  their  acres  and  increasing 
the  number  of  their  flocks  and  herds  no  matter 
what  Government  may  happen  to  be  in  offiee. 
Now,  Sir,  the  question  is  this :  To  what  do  we 
owe  our  present  prosperity  ?  I  understand 
that  we  owe  it  to  at  least  three  causes. 
They  are  these :  First,  the  development  of 
the  goldfields;  second,  the  boom  in  the  tim- 
ber trade;  and  third,  the  great  improvement 
in  the  price  of  cereals.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  development  of  the  goldfields,  what  has 
been  the  cause  of  it  ?  Was  it  not  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  cyanide  process,  and  its  applicap 
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iion  to  low-grade  and  refraotory  minerals, 
which  previously  we  fonnd  we  were  unable  to 
work  profitably?  But  had  the  Gk>vernment 
anything  to  do  with  that  ?  I  think  the  answer 
mast  be,  No.  Then,  coming  to  the  timber 
trade,  people  in  the  business  have  told  me  that 
the  boom  in  the  timber  trade  was  caused  by 
the  scarcity  of  timbers  in  the  European  mar- 
kets which  can  be  cut  into  wide  boards.  Our 
kauri  meets  the  requirements  of  the  trade  in 
this  respect,  and  consequently  the  increased 
demand.  Have  the  Government  anything  to  do 
with  that?  Again  I  think  the  answer  must  be 
No.  Then  we  come  to  the  price  of  cereals,  and, 
in  connection  with  cereals,  I  may  tell  honour- 
able members,  if  they  do  not  already  know  it, 
that  wheat  rules  the  prices  of  other  grain. 
When  wheat  is  dear  oats  and  barley  are  dear ; 
when  wheat  is  cheap  oats  and  barley  are  cheap. 
Now,  what  has  caused  the  improvement  in  the 
^rJoe  of  wheat  ?  I  say  that  it  was  the  Indian 
famine  which  interfered  with  the  production, 
and  consequently  lessened  the  supply.  Had 
the  Government  anything  to  do  with  that? 
Can  they  claim  any  credit  for  causing  the 
Indian  famine?  I  think,  again,  the  answer 
must  be  No.  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit,  as 
was  pointed  out  by  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Waitemata  the  other  night,  that 
the  spending  of  the  borrowed  millions  may 
have  caused  a  certain  briskness  in  trade ;  but 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  is  altogether  de- 
pendent upon  the  prices  which  we  receive  for 
onr  staple  products  in  the  English  market.  If 
the  country  settlers  receive  remunerative  prices 
for  their  products  the  country  will  be  prosperous, 
and  when  they  do  not  the  country  will  not  be 
prosperous.  The  Government  have  nothing  to 
do  with  increasing  the  price  of  wheat.  They 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  timber  trade.  They  have  not  increased 
the  output  of  gold  by  a  single  ounce.  Gonse- 
qaently,  no  credit  is  due  to  them  for  the  little 
prosperity  which  we  at  present  enjoy.  Just  a 
word.  Sir,  in  passing  in  regard  to  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Act.  I  do  not  propose  to  criticize 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Department  adversely, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  we  have  borrowed 
the  money  ;  we  have  made  ourselves  respon- 
sible for  a  million  and  a  half,  and  it  is  now  our 
duty  to  make  the  most  of  the  position  and 
avoid  a  possible  loss  to  the  colony.  Now,  I  do 
not  propose  to  criticize  it  adversely,  but  if  I 
wanted  to  do  so  there  is  plenty  of  opportunity. 
The  point  I  am  coming  to  is  this:  In  the 
■original  Act  there  was  provision  made  for  an 
Assurance  Fund.  Now,  I  have  looked  carefully 
through  the  accounts  of  the  department  and 
I  find  no  mention  of  this  Assurance  Fund.  The 
clause  of  the  Act  to  which  I  refer  is  this  :— 

"  One  -  tenth  as  aforesaid  of  all  moneys 
received  in  respect  of  interest  on  invest- 
ments under  this  Act  shall,  as  and  when 
paid  into  the  Management  Account,  be  thence 
transferred  and  paid  over  to  the  Pablic  Trustee 
an  an  Assurance  Fund.  Into  the  same  Assur- 
ance Fund  shall  be  paid  the  balance  (if  any) 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Management  Ac- 
•count  at  the  close  of  each  financial  year." 


And  then  there  is  something  about  the  in-- 
vestment  of  the  Assurance  Fund.  And  I  ask 
Ministers,  or  their  representative  who  is  now 
sitting  upon  those  benches,  where  is  that  As- 
surance Fund?  Has  it  been  provided  for? 
Has  it  been  set  up  ?  Is  it  another  case  of  law- 
makers being  law-breakers  ?  It  certainly  looks 
very  much  like  it.  Let  me  advise  the  Minister 
who  happens  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment to  comply  with  the  Act  by  setting  up  the 
Assurance  Fund  and  hand  over  this  10  per 
cent,  to  the  Public  Trustee.  Now,  Sir,  another 
matter  which  is  mentioned  in  the  Statement  is 
that  of  Native  lands,  and  at  first  sight  the  para- 
graph dealing  with  Native  lands  seems  to  read 
very  satisfactorily.  But  will  it  bear  analysis  ? 
I  do  not  think  that  it  will.  The  paragraph  is 
like  this  :— 

**The  Native  Land  Court  now  sitting  at 
Otorohanga  will,  during  the  next  two  months, 
define  the  interests  of  the  Grown  in  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  blocks  in  the  King- country, 
the  purchase  of  which  hea  been  in  progress  for 
the  last  two  years.  This  will  open  up  for  imme- 
diate settlement  an  area  of  150,000  to  200,000 
acres  of  territory,  over  the  greater  portion  of 
which  the  Queen's  writ  practically  did  not  run 
prior  to  the  Ball  an  oe  Government  assuming 
office." 

Why,  Sir,  it  is  absolute  nonsense;  the  de- 
fining of  the  interest  of  the  Grown  does  not 
open  up  the  land.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
done  after  the  purchase  is  completed.  The  land 
has  to  be  subdivided  and  cat  up  into  sections, 
and  provision  has  to  be  made  for  roads  and 
reserves,  and  all  sorts  of  things  have  to  be  done. 
I  know  something  of  the  country.  I  know  a 
great  many  of  the  settlers  who  live  there,  and 
I  tell  the  Minister  representing  the  Native  race 
this :  There  is  great  dissatisfaction  not  only 
among  the  settlers  but  among  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  people  of  the  Province  of  Auckland  with 
regard  to  the  Native-land  laws  and  the  Native- 
land  administration  of  this  Government.  How 
the  Auckland  people  have  been  so  patient  I 
cannot  understand,  seeing  their  lands  locked 
up,  seeing  the  progress  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  colony  retarded,  and  even  the  money 
borrowed  to  open  up  this  land  and  remove 
the  isolation  of  that  province  being  spent  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  I  say,  how  they 
have  been  so  patient  I  cannot  possibly  imagine. 
In  my  own  opinion  the  Native-land  laws  and 
the  Native-land  administration  of  this  Govern- 
ment have  been  unfair,  unjust,  and  unsatis- 
factory to  both  Natives  and  Europeans.  I  do 
not  think.  Sir,  it  is  necessary  at  this  stage  of 
the  debate  to  say  very  much  about  the  surplus. 
The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere,  who 
professes  to  be  an  authority  on  financial 
matters,  said  the  other  night  when  he  was 
speaking  that  there  was  a  surplus,  and  then 
the  honourable  member  went  on  to  tell  us  that 
figures  could  be  made  to  mean  anything ;  and 
I  think  that  is  about  the  position.  But,  Sir, 
whether  there  is  a  surplus  or  not  the  hard  fact 
renuiins  that  during  the  last  financial  year  the 
net  debt  of  the  colony  has  been  increased  by 
over  a  million  and  a  quarter ;  so  that  whether 
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there  be  a  surplus  or  sot — or  whether  the 
oolony  is  progressing  or  not — there  is  no  doubt 
it  is  progressing  rapidly  into  debt.  Neither 
is  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  very  muoh  about 
what  the  Treasurer  calls  his  table  of  produc- 
tive and  unproductive  loans.  The  fallacy  of 
that  table  has  been  sufficiently  exposed.  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  show  that 
money,  however  borrowed,  nearly  always  finds 
its  way  into  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
oolony.  Take  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  I 
do  not  remember  whether  it  is  in  the  report  of 
that  department  or  in  the  report  of  the  Lands 
Department,  but  we  are  told  that  numbers  of 
settlers  on  Grown  lands  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  Act  in  order  to  acquire  the  freehold  of 
their  holdings.  That  is  quite  right.  I  believe 
it  is  the  proper  thing  lo  do  from  the  settler's 
point  of  view ;  but  let  us  see  how  it  works  out. 
we  borrow  the  money  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act;  the  settlers  borrow  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  freeholds :  when  they  pay  the  Grown 
Lands  Department  the  money  becomes  terri- 
torial revenue,  and  is  paid  into  the  Gonsolidated 
Fund.  We  borrow  money  for  purchasing  Na- 
tive lands  :  When  that  land  is  sold,  instead  of 
a  separate  account  being  kept,  the  money  is 
used  for  ordinary  revenue  purposes. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  always  has  been. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— It  does  not  matter  whether 
it  has  always  been  or  not,  it  is  wrong ;  a  sepa- 
rate account  should  be  kept.  Then,  we  borrow 
money  from  the  lending  departments  of  the  Gk>- 
vemment — the  Post  Office,  Public  Trust,  and 
Government  Insurance — for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lending  it  to  local  bodies.  They  pay  it  back  by 
instalments  extending  over  twenty-six  years. 
We  get  their  sinking  funds  by  issuing  deben- 
tures against  them,  and  the  proceeds,  again  go 
into  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  country.  An- 
other instance  is  the  £200,000  we  propose  to 
borrow  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  railways 
into  good  working-order.  That  £200,000  will 
simply  take  the  place  of  another  £200,000 
which  has  already  been  paid  into  the  Gonsoli- 
dated Fund  of  the  colony.  If  it  were  not  in- 
tended to  borrow  that,  the  railway  reve- 
nue would  have  been  £200,000  less ;  and 
so  the  thing  goes  on.  Sir,  no  matter  how  the 
money  may  be  borrowed,  the  effect  to  the 
oolony  is  the  same :  the  public  debt  is  in- 
creased, and  the  money  in  nearly  every  case  is 
used  as  ordinary  revenue,  whether  directly  or 
indirectly.  The  subject  of  light  railways  has 
been  referred  to  by  a  great  many  other  speakers. 
1  do  not  believe  in  light  railways.  Our  existing 
railways  are  sufficiently  light  enough.  I  think 
it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  go  in  for  lighter 
rails,  lighter  engines,  and  lighter  bridges  than 
those  at  present  in  use.  I  can  remember  when 
the  trains  first  commenced  running  in  Auck- 
land Province.  The  engines  and  rails  then  in 
use  were  very  much  lighter  than  those  used  at 
the  present  time.  When  a  train  got  a  few 
extra  passengers  or  a  few  extra  tons  of  goods, 
wherever  the  grade  was  a  little  steeper  than 
ordinary,  there  the  engine  used  to  stick  ilp. 
In  my  opinion,  these  light  railways  would 
never  give  satisfaction,  and  there  would  be  no 
Mr,  Massey 


end  to  the  expenditure.  Above  all  things  we 
should  avoid  breaking  the  gauge  in  ordinary  use 
in  the  colony.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  about- 
railway  matters  generally.  I  do  not  propose  to 
criticize  the  Railway  Department  adversely. 
I  want  to  do  justice  to  the  Minister  at  the  head 
of  it,  and  I  want  to  say  this :  that  I  believe  the 
department  is  the  most  honestly  and  ably  con- 
ducted of  any  department  of  the  public  service. 
Of  course,  that  may  not  be  saying  very  much. 
When  the  Minister  was  speaking  the  other  night 
— though  he  is  generally  an  inoffensive  man  —he 
made  one  or  two  remarks  which  would  have  been 
very  much  better  unsaid.  I  propose  to  refer  to- 
one  of  them.  Speaking  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Eden,  who  had  said  something  about 
the  appointment  of  valuers,  he  told  us  that 
Mr.  Bollard's  son  was  a  valuer  and  his  father 
was  doing  the  work.  Well,  what  was  the 
position  ?  The  position  was  this :  Mr.  Bollard's 
son,  a  man  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of 
age,  tendered  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of 
last  year — the  (Government  Valuation  of  Land 
Act — for  the  appointment  of  valuer  in  h^e 
small  districts,  and  he  was  successful  in  ob- 
taining the  valuing  of  two  districts.  Is  there 
anything  wrong  in  that  ?  Is  it  to  be  said  that 
because  a  man  happens  to  be  a  member  of 
this  House  his  family  is  to  be  prevented  from 
earning  a  living  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL. — He  said  it  was  corrupt. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  fail  to  see  where  the  oor- 
ruption  comes  in.  Sir,  I  hope  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  representing  the  Native  race  will  show 
it.  Then,  as  to  the  work  being  done  by  his- 
father :  the  son  is  in  Auckland  and  Mr.  Bol- 
lard, senior,  is  here.  How  is  it  possible  for  the 
father  to  do  the  son's  work?  I  hope  that  in 
cooler  moments  the  Minister  for  Railways  wil^ 
see  that  he  has  made  remarks  that  were  unwise 
and  uncalled  for,  and  that  he  will,  in  his 
calmer  moments,  regret.  The  Treasurer,  in  his 
Budget,  gives  some  particulars  with  regard  to 
the  ramie  plant.  I  should  have  thought  it  was 
the  business  of  the  Agricultural  Department  lo 
give  us  information  about  agricultural  matters. 
Apparently  that  is  not  the  case.  I  do  not  ob- 
ject, however,  to  the  information  being  supplied ; 
but  it  is  quite  evident  that  that  information 
was  obtained  from  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the  syn- 
dicate who  hold  the  patent  rights  for  a  process  of 
extracting  the  gum  from  the  fibre.  Such  being 
the  case,  we  should  be  very  careful  how  we  use  it 
This  plant  is  not  a  new  thing.  It  has  been 
grown  from  time  immemorial  for  its  fibre ;  it  was 
known  thousands  of  years  ago.  The  aooient 
Egyptians  used  it  for  the  wrapping  of  mummies 
and  various  other  purposes.  That  it  is  a  valu- 
able fibre-plant  I  am  willing  to  admit,  but  I 
believe  many  of  the  statements  in  connection 
with  it  in  the  Budget  are  very  much  exag- 
gerated. For  instance,  we  are  told  in  the  Budget 
that  "  the  average  cost  of  production  is  £4  per 
acre  to  produce  about  2,800  lb.  of  fibre."  The 
"  EnoyclopsBdia  Britannica  "  says : — 

**  Among  the  Ghinese  much  care  is  bestowed 
on  the  cultivation  of  rhea  or  ramie,  and  they 
prepare  the  fibre  by  a  tedious  and  costly  process 
of  selection  and   manual   labour.    The  plant- 
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ChriTes  in  hot,  moist,  shaded  situations.  Pro- 
psgated  from  slips  or  root-oattings,  it  throws  up 
oom  three  to  five  crops  of  stems  in  the  course 
of  a  season,  although  not  more  than  three 
eiops  are  commonly  reckoned  upon.  Each 
sach  crop  may  yield  about  260  lb.  of  market- 
able fibre  per  acre." 

That  is  probably  a  more  reliable  authority, 
Mid  it  says,  practically,  that  the  annual  crop  is 
7501b.,  while  the  paragraph  in  the  Budget 
makes  it  2,800  lb.,  a  very  material  difference, 
as  I  think  honourable  members  will  see. 
What  I  think  should  be  done  in  connection 
with  this  plant  is  this :  The  Agricultural 
Department  should  be  directed  to  make  some 
experiments  on  some  one  of  our  farms  with 
the  rhea  plant,  and  give  the  information  to 
the  public  in  the  usual  way.  But,  seeing 
that  it  is  admitted  under  certain  circum- 
stances to  be  an  ineradicable  weed,  I  think 
we  should  be  very  careful  as  to  how  it  is 
iotroduced  into  this  country;  and  I  do  also 
think  that  we  should  not  expend  very 
much  money  in  connection  with  it  before 
we  know  exactly  what  we  are  doing.  But 
there  is  another  fibre-plant  which  has  proved 
its  suitability  for  being  grown  in  the  colony ; 
I  refer  to  European  flax.  An  enterprising 
settler  in  my  district  grew  two  acres  of  Euro- 
pean flax  for  the  purpose  of  experiment  some 
little  time  ago.  There  being  no  machinery 
available,  he  had  to  dress  it  by  hand,  and  he 
sent  the  dressed  fibre  to  the  English  market, 
with  the  result  that  he  had  a  net  return  of 
over  £18  per  acre.  Now,  if  the  Qovernment 
could  see  their  way  to  give  some  assistance 
for  the  erection  of  machinery  in  a  district 
which  has  proved  its  suitability  for  the  growth 
of  European  flax,  and  where  a  guarantee  would 
be  given  that  a  reasonable  number  of  acres 
would  be  grown,  then  I  think  they  would 
be  doing  something  to  promote  an  industry 
which  would  probablv  become  an  important 
and  profitable  one  to  the  colony,  and  one  which 
would  employ  a  large  amount  of  labour,  and 
not  bring  us  into  competition  with  the  cheap 
labour  of  India  and  China  in  the  way  that 
would  be  the  case  with  the  cultivation  of  the 
rhea  plant.  Whilst  speaking  on  the  Budget, 
Sir,  I  shaU  take  the  opportunity  of  saying 
a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  the  business  of  the  House  has  been 
conducted  during  this  session.  The  House  has 
been  in  session  now  for  five  weeks,  and  what 
has  been  done?  Hardly  an]/%hing.  Even  the 
sessional  Committees  are  not  set  up,  and  why  ? 
Because  the  Premier  refuses  to  an  important 
section  of  the  House  that  representation  on 
these  Committees  to  which  they  are  entitled, 
and  because  those  members  concerned  will  not 
submit  to  the  injustice  that  it  is  proposed  to 
do  to  them.  Then,  take  the  refusal  to  answer 
questions.  On  the  Order  Paper  to-day  there  are 
over  two  hundred  questions.  A  question,  as 
members  know,  is  almost  the  only  way  by 
which  a  member  can  bring  forward  and 
ventilate  a  grievance  affecting  his  district  or 
ft  grievance  affecting  his  constituents.  By  the 
Standing  Orders  it  is   clearly  provided  that 


questions  shall  be  answered  on  at  least  three 
days  in  each  week;  but  the  Premier,  with  a 
large  majority  behind  him,  is  a  law  unto 
himself.  He  forgets,  though,  that  the  days 
of  large  majorities  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned are  gone,  and  he  has  to  contend 
with  an  Opposition  who  require  that  justice 
shall  be  done  to  them,  and  Vho  will  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  less.  Coming  back  to 
the  Budget,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  say  very  much  about  the  suggested 
Eastern  service;  but  there  is  one  paragraph 
which  seems  to  have  escaped  attention.  Speak- 
ing as  to  the  Eastern  service,  the  Budget  says 
that  it  would  afford  facilities  **  to  residents  ii\ 
India  to  send  their  families  to  take  advantage 
of  the  educational  establishments  in  a  healthy 
colony  like  New  Zealand.'*  Now,  Sir,  what 
does  that  mean  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
can  be  only  one  meaning — that  residence  in 
India  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  send  their 
children  here  to  be  educated,  and  take  advan- 
tage of  our  system  of  education  that  is  paid  for 
by  the  taxpayers  of  this  colony.  If  that  is  in- 
tended, all  I  can  say  is  that  the  subsidy  should 
be  paid,  not  by  this  colony  or  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  colony,  but  by  the  Indian  Qovern- 
ment ;  and  that  if  this  is  a  sample  of  the 
reasons  that  can  be  urged  in  favour  of  the 
Eastern  service,  all  I  can  say  is  that  we 
can  do  without  that  Eastern  service  for  a 
very  long  time  to  come.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to 
what  I  consider  the  most  important  subject 
mentioned  in  the  Budget — that  is,  the  subject 
of  reforesting,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  congratulating  the  Government  on  at 
least  one  of  their  proposals.  We  have  had  in 
the  colony,  and  we  have  them  now  in  some 
places,  large  forests  of  magnificent  timber,  but 
that  timber  is  rapidly  disappearing,  and  in  a 
very  few  years — in  a  comparatively  few  years 
— there  will  be  very  little  left.  So  far  very 
little  has  been  done  to  replace  these  forests, 
and  yet  we  have  all  the  material  to  hand.  We 
have  millions  of  acres  of  land  which  hsbs  proved 
its  suitability  for  timber-growing,  but  which  is 
of  very  little  value  for  anything  else.  We  have 
State  farms  where  young  trees  may  be  propa- 
gated, and  the  planting  season — winter,  and 
early  spring — is  just  the  time  when  the  cry 
of  the  unemployed  is  heard  in  the  land,  and 
when  work  is  the  scarcest.  I  think  in  this 
way  something  might  be  done  to  provide  work 
for  men  who  are  out  of  employment,  and  who 
are  honestly  in  want  of  it.  It  is  not  like  giving 
them  permanent  employment,  because  that  in 
not  possible,  but  it  will  give  them  sufficient 
work  to  tide  over  the  winter  season.  I  do  nob 
intend  to  go  into  details  with  regard  to  the 
varieties  of  timber  that  may  be  grown.  That 
is  a  matter  for  the  department,  or  the  head  of 
the  department ;  but  I  want  to  show  that  in 
a  very  few  years  the  department  of  forestry 
might  be  made  self-supporting.  Take  wattle- 
growing  alone.  In  the  Auckland  Province,  at 
all  events— of  course,  I  refer  to  the  variety  of 
wattle  the  bark  of  which  is  used  for  tanning 
purposes — the  wattle  has  been  found  to  do 
splendidly,  and  in  five  years  from  the  time  of 
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planting  its  bark  is  fit  for  stripping.  Then, 
m  addition  to  the  bark,  the  timber  is  useful 
for  various  purposes — for  instance,  for  fenc- 
ing, firewood,  and  for  other  uses.  Last  year, 
according  to  the  statistics,  we  imported 
4,696  tons  of  bark  for  tanning  purposes, 
valued  at  £86,377,  apparently  about  £8  per 
ton.  Now,  I^see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  grow  sufficient  bark  for  our  own  require- 
ments—in fact,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  grow  bark  for  export.  Then,  there  are 
other  varieties  of  timbers  which  mature  early, 
and  have  a  marketable  value  at  a  compara- 
tively early  age,  some  of  the  varieties  of  pines, 
for  instance.  I  wish  to  explain  that  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  State  rushing  into  competition 
with  private  individuals  in  their  businesses, 
but  this  business  of  reforesting  is  one  which 
private  individuals  cannot  carry  out  satis- 
factorily, and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  one 
which  I  believe  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
State  to  undertake.  We  have  robbed  the  land 
of  its  gum,  and  the  forest  of  its  timber ;  and 
surely  it  is  our  duty  to  make  some  pro- 
vision for  the  future.  Now,  I  would  like  to 
say  just  a  word  about  the  proposed  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
Police  Department.  I  expressed  myself  in 
favour  of  that  Commission  being  set  up.  I  am 
still  in  favour  of  it,  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
Mr.  Tunbridge  being  appointed  a  member  of 
this  Commission.  Mr.  Tunbridge  may  be  a 
very  good  officer ;  I  hope  and  believe  he  is  a 
good  and  efficient  officer ;  but  this  Commission 
is  being  set  up  not  only  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  department,  but  the  Minister 
himself  will  be  placed  upon  his  trial.  In  what 
position,  then,  are  we  placing  Mr.  Tunbridge  ? 
We  are  placing  him  in  the  position  of  trying 
his  employer.  I  think  if  we  place  Mr.  Tun- 
bridge upon  that  Commission  we  shall  be 
acting  very  unfairly  towards  him.  The  Com- 
mission, to  be  of  any  value,  must  be  composed 
of  able  and  impartial  men,  and  men  whom  the 
Government  will  not  be  able  to  influence 
directly  or  indirectly.  If  it  is  not  composed 
of  such  men,  then  its  report  will  not  be  satis- 
factory— it  will  be  of  no  value  either  to  members 
of  this  House  or  to  the  people  of  the  country. 
9  SO     ^^^*  ^*^  ^  come  to  the  concluding 

*  paragraph  in  the  Statement,  and  in 
that  paragraph  there  is  a  reference  to  what  the 
Liberal  Administration  has  done  for  the  people 
of  the  country.  The  same  thing  is  said,  in 
perhaps  different  words,  in  several  other  places 
throughout  the  Budget.  I  think  such  allu- 
sions  are  objectionable  and  decidedly  out  of 
place.  It  is  all  very  well  when  Ministers  are 
on  the  stump,  when  they  are  holding  forth  on 
the  platforms  of  the  colony,  it  is  all  very  well 
to  talk  about  the  Liberal  Administration,  and 
Liberalism,  and  that  sort  of  thing;  but  in 
the  Financial  Statement,  when  the  aidministra- 
tion  of  the  colony  is  concerned,  I  say  such 
allusions  are  out  of  place,  and  in  decidedly 
bad  taste.  After  all,  what  claim  have  the 
gentlemen  who  occupy  those  beeches  to  be 
called  Liberals?  Have  they  any  claim  to 
the  name?    I  venture  to  say  they  have  not. 

Mr,  Massey 


Of  course,  if  a  policy  of  borrowing  and 
extravagant  administration  be  indications  of 
Liberalism,  then  they  are  Liberals  indeed. 
An  authority  on  political  economy,  and  a 
gentleman  who  is  I  believe  a  member  of  the 
Imperial  Government,  writing  on  this  subject, 
says,  **  Liberalism  is  loyal  to  free-trade,  which 
alone  insures  abundance  of  food  in  the  homes 
of  those  who  earn  it  by  daily  labour.**  Are  the 
people  who  occupy  those  benches  in  favour  of 
tree-trade?  What  did  they  do  in  connection 
with  the  revision  of  the  tariff  ?  Whenever  an 
increase  was  proposed  they  supported  it,  and 
whenever  a  decrease  was  proposed  those  gentle- 
men opposed  it.  Looked  at  io  that  light,  and 
according  to  that  test,  are  they  Liberals? 
Have  they  followed  the  example  of  the  great 
Liberal  Governments  at  Home?  Those  Go- 
vernments have  always  endeavoured  to  reduce 
taxation,  and  to  reduce  the  public  debt.  But 
this  Government  has  materially  increased  the 
public  debt,  and  they  have  increased  the 
taxation  on  the  masses  of  the  people.  The 
Liberals  of  Britain  have  a  policy,  and  they 
stick  Co  it.  But  where  is  the  policy  and 
what  are  the  principles  of  the  gentlemen 
who  occupy  those  benches?  One  day  they 
are  advocating  a  policy  of  non- borrowing  and 
self-reliance,  and  the  next  day  they  are  borrow- 
ing in  every  possible  direction.  One  day  they 
are  denouncing  banks,  banking  institations, 
monopolies  of  land,  and  the  freehold  tenure, 
and  the  next  day  they  pledge  the  credit  of  tiie 
colony  to  prop  up  tottering  banks  and  the 
largest  land  monopoly  in  the  colony.  The 
Premier  himself  is  in  the  service  of,  or  is  re- 
ceiving a  salary  from,  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  not  only  that,  but  he  is  the  paid 
servant  of  a  foreign  syndicate.  For  what  ser- 
vices is  he  paid  ?  How  many  meetings  has  he 
attended  ?  How  many  mining  properties  has 
he  visited  ?    Not  one. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  shows  how  much  you 
know  about  it.  You  do  not  know  my  position 
at  all. 

Mr.  MASSE Y.  — I  know  more  than  the 
honourable  gentleman  imagines,  as  he  may 
find  out  before  long.  The  most  favourable  con- 
struction to  put  upon  that  payment  is  that  it  is 
given  in  order  that  the  name  of  the  Premier  of 
this  colony  may  be  used  in  connection  with 
those  mining  -properties  when  they  are  placed 
on  the  European  market  for  sale.  I  consider 
that  is  a  most  degrading  position  for  the  Pre- 
mier of  the  colonyvto  take,  and  it  is  one  which 
is  humiliating  to  every  individual  in  the  oolony. 
The  honoured  name  of  Liberalism  has  been 
dragged  through  the  mud  by  the  people 
who  occupy  those  benches.  Not  long  ago. 
Sir,  I  met  in  a  railway  -  carriage  a  gentle- 
man who  apparently  had  not  been  many 
years  in  the  colony.  In  the  course  of  a  con- 
versation, talking  about  political  matters, 
he  told  me  that  when  in  England  he  was  a 
follower  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  that  he  had 
been  a  constituent  and  supporter  of  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh.  He  considered  himself  a  Radical.  Bat 
he  went  on  to  say  that  if  any  one  called  him 
a  New  Zealand  Liberal  he  would  sue  him  txar 
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<lefftmation  of  character.  The  Government  of 
tiiia  country  is  not  a  Liberal  Government.  It 
has  been  sappoeed  to  be  a  democracy.  It  is  no 
longer  a  democracy.  It  is  a  despotism,  and 
the  despot  sits  there  in  the  person  of  the 
Premier.  Sir,  would  a  Liberal  Government 
interfere  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
House  in  the  way  they  have  been  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Premier?  Nothing  of  the 
sort.  The  Liberals  in  every  country  have 
always  been  anxious  to  preserve  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  to  maintain  the  privileges  of 
Parliament.  Let  me  ask  the  Premier  to  profit 
by  the  lessons  of  history.  Let  me  remind  him 
of  what  has  happened  to  despots  in  the  past. 
The  division  of  last  night  and  the  presence  in 
this  House  of  the  junior  member  for  Dunedin 
Oity  are  indications  of  what  is  coming.  The 
handwriting  is  on  the  wall,  and  by  the  actions 
of  the  Premier  the  characters  of  that  hand- 
writing are  every  day  and  every  hour  being 
brought  out  more  clearly,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  kingdom  of  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
be  taken  from  him,  and  will  be  given  to  those 
men  in  whom  the  people  of  the  country  have 
now  greater  confidence. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Sir,  I  desire  to  make  a 
pergonal  explanation.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down,  in  his  opening 
remarks,  commented  on  a  remark  which  I 
made  in  my  speech  in  this  debate.  I  will  read 
what  I  said.  I  may  state  that  I  have  not 
altered  my  proof.  If  it  can  be  proved  that  I 
have  I  will  apologize  to  the  House.  Speaking 
on  the  banking  question,  I  said,  "I  under- 
Bfeand  90  per  cent,  of  them  (the  Opposition) 
voted  for  the  banking  measure.'*  The  honour- 
able member  quoted  figures  to-night  relative  to 
divisions  on  second  readings  of  Banking  Bills 
of  1894  and  1895,  but  he  stated  the  position  in 
an  unfair  manner.  He  purposely  omitted  or 
forgot  to  deduct  those  on  our  side  of  the  House 
who  voted  against  the  second  readings ;  yet 
he  considers  himself  reliable,  and  that  I  am 
not.  To  prove  that  he  was  reliable  he  should 
f{ive  the  House  correct  statements.  There 
were  seven  members  belonging  to  this  side  of 
the  Hoase  who  voted  agfldnst  the  Bill  of  1894, 
and  fourteen  who  voted  against  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  and  Colonial  Bank  Amalgama- 
tion Bill  of  1895.  That  is  my  explanation. 
The  honourable  member  has  not  given  the 
figures  correctlv. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Speaker,  never  in  the 
history  of  this  colony  was  a  Colonial  Treasurer 
or  Premier  called  upon  to  reply  under  such 
exceptional  circumstances.  When  I  left  this 
colony  a  few  months  ago  I  left  with  the  good- 
will and  with  the  assistance  of  all  parties.  In 
the  Mother-country  I  defended  the  honour  and 
promoted  the  welfare  of  this  country  and  its 
people,  doing  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power  justice 
to  all,  irrespective  of  their  position  or  politics ; 
and  was  applauded  on  my  return — applauded 
even  in  the  Opposition  Press— for  the  services 
^  had  rendered  the  colony.  What  do  I  find 
to-day  ?  The  whole  of  those  on  the  Opposition 
benches  desire  to  undo  all  that  has  been  done ; 
and  alone  for  party  purposes— for  ulterior  pur- 


poses— because  they  wish  to  secure  the  votes 
of  a  few  indiscreet  young  men  in  this  House. 
Those  honourable  members  in  opposition 
arv  prepared  to  sacrifice  one  who,  I  say, 
went  Home  accredited  by  all  parties  in 
this  colony.  My  honour,  personal  and  poli- 
tical, has  been  assailed,  and  this  at  a  time 
when  my  hands  were  tied  and  my  mouth 
closed.  I  could  not  defend  myself,  and  this 
my  accusers  knew,  for  if  I  had  spoken  to  the 
amendment  I  lost  my  right  of  reply  on  the 
financial  debate.  Thus  they  knew  I  was 
unable  to  say  a  word.  But  the  Court  —  the 
highest  Court  in  this  country — the  Court  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people — was  called  upon 
to  give  its  decision,  and,  by  a  substantial 
majority,  said,  **  You  have  done  no  wrong ; 
your  honour  remains  unstained;  we  will  not 
believe  you  guilty  of  so  grave  a  wrong  as  to 
deceive  the  people  of  this  country,  who  have 
honoured  you  so  long  with  their  confidence." 
Sir,  when  I  went  away  the  Opposition  behaved 
as  gentlemen.  Since  my  return  I  will  not 
characterize  their  behaviour.  What  I  say  does 
not  apply  to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  but 
I  say,  Let  him  look  to  Brutus,  who  sits  by  his 
side ;  and,  Sir,  let  him  turn  to  the  left  and 
look  at  that  corner  where  sits  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie, and  there  he  will  find  Judas  Isoariot. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  unparliamentary. 
I  cannot  tolerate  an  expression  of  that  kind 
as  referring  to  a  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  frankly  withdraw  it  at 
once.  But,  Sir,  I  feel  assured  that,  whilst 
I  wish,  and  whilst  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
may  wish  to  see  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power, 
the  business  of  this  House  conducted  on 
creditable  lines,  it  is  to  his  disadvantage  and 
embarrassing  to  me  to  find  traitors  on  his 
side  of  the  House  and  also  on  the  Liberal 
side  of  the  House.  I  have  always  depre- 
cated personal  attacks.  Sir,  when  I  came 
back  from  the  Mother-country  I  urged  that 
we  should,  if  possible,  look  to  each  other's 
honour,  and  to  the  honour  of  our  country. 
I  spoke  my  mind  as  a  man  desirous,  if  possible, 
of  effacing  from  our  parliamentary  proceedings 
all  personal  recrimmations.  And  what  has 
been  my  reward  ?  It  has  been  such  as  to  lead  me 
to  believe  that  there  is  only  one  thing  to  do,  if 
we  are  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  and  to  see  justice  done  to  them, 
and  that  is  to  look  upon  every  one  of  those  who 
sit  upon  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  with 
suspicion,  and  to  treat  them  not  as  patriots, 
but  as  wrongdoers.  Sir,  I  shall  be  very  sorry 
if  I  am  forced  to  take  up  that  attitude ;  but  I 
do  say  that  so  long  as  I  am  here  my  first  care 
will  be  to  protect  my  colleagues  and  to  work 
loyally  with  and  defend  those  who  are  working 
with  me  in  the  direction  of  conserving  to  the 
people  of  this  country  their  just  rights,  and 
seeing  that  their  destruction  shall  not  follow — 
that  they  shall  not  suffer  as  those  in  the  Old 
World  have  suffered.  It  was  said.  Sir,  that  as 
a  result  of  my  visit  Home  I  would  learn  more 
in  the  direction  of  Conservatism.  But,  no ;  the 
object-lessons   taught  in   the   Mother-country 
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have  made  me  firmer  and  stronger  in  my  de- 
termination to  help  those  who  are  straggling  in 
adversity  against  the  power  of  wealth  and  the 
power  of  those  who  hold  vast  areas  of  land  and 
are  keeping  the  people  from  their  jnst  rights. 
Sir,  I  saw  more  evidence  of  real  poverty  in  the 
Oity  of  Glasgow  in  ten  minutes  than  I  have 
seen  since  I  came  to  this  colony.  I  saw  there 
the  respectable  wife  of  the  artisan  ;  and  I 
saw  the  struggling  artisan  himself.  We  were 
there  on  a  great  occasion^  when  people  were 
doing  their  best  to  appear  well  before  the  guests 
of  that  great  city,  but  though  they  were  clean 
and  tidy  I  saw  their  feet  bare,  their  heads  un- 
protected, and  their  clothes  patched,  showing 
that  they  were  thrifty  and  industrious ;  but 
there  was  the  wan,  pinched,  pale  face,  the  sign 
of  absolute  want  of  food.  That  is  the  condi- 
tion of  people  in  the  Old  World,  and  if  I  and 
those  with  me  here  on  this  side  of  the  House 
wish  to  struggle  against  such  a  condition  of 
affairs  coming  to  our  beautiful  land,  do  not  let 
those  on  that  side  say  that  we  are  not  sincere, 
but  let  them,  if  possible,  help  us  to  prevent  the 
curse  coming  to  this  our  colony  which  has  been 
the  bane  of  the  land  we  have  left.  Then,  Sir, 
I  have  said  that  since  my  retnrn  we  have  had 
to  bear  gibes  and  taunts  such  as  I  have  never 
listened  to  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
House.  And  why  these  taunts  and  gibes  should 
be  hurled  at  us  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
imagine.  I  think  we  must  look  behind,  and 
ask  is  there  not  something  else,  something 
deeper  than  has  yet  been  brought  to  the 
surface.  When  I  first  came  here,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  I  found  there  were 
some  who  thought  that  an  attack  ought  to  be 
made  on  the  Treasury  benches,  and  on  these 
lines  :  "  That  the  Ministry  as  constituted  does 
not  possess  the  confidence  of  this  House." 
Sir,  this  meant  that  some  one  wanted  the 
position  held  by  some  of  my  colleagues.  How- 
ever, the  attack  has  been  made  upon  a  certain 
department,  and  the  remarks  made  in  respect 
of  that  led  me  to  believe  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  this.  But,  Sir,  I  hold  the  true  con- 
stitutional position  to  be  that  Ministers  are 
collectively  responsible  for  each  other's  actions, 
and  that  the  head  of  the  Government  is  respon- 
sible for  every  branch  of  administration  in  that 
Government.  I  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Oity  (Sir  R.  Stout)  say  **  Hear, 
hear." 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No.  I  say  that  is  not  the 
constitutional  position. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  the  constitutional 
position.  I  say  the  head  of  the  Government  is 
responsible  for  every  department  under  him, 
and  it  is  for  him,  as  the  chief  adviser  of  the 
Governor,  and  not  for  any  members  of  this 
House,  to  say  who  shall  be  taken  from  the 
Treasury  benches ;  and  thev  can  only  be  taken 
collectively.  The  resignation  of  the  Premier 
carries  with  it  the  resignation  of  all  the  Minis- 
ters, the  resignation  of  any  other  Minister  does 
not  carry  with  it  any  such  consequence.  To 
say  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  not  responsible 
simply  means  that  there  have  been  those 
who  have  been  Prime  Ministers  who  would, 
Mr.  SedcUm 


if  their  colleagues  were  assailed,  be  found 
hiding  behind  the  saying  that  the  Prime 
Minister  is  not  responsible.  Sir,  let  that  go. 
I  mean  to  be  ever  loyal  to  my  oolleacaes. 
Now,  then,  we  come  to  the  question  of  the 
amendment  negatived  yesterday.  And,  Sir, 
what  did  the  honourable  gentleman  say  when 
he  introduced  it  ?  He  said,  "  I  assure  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  it  is  done  with 
the  utmost  friendship.  I  do  not  say  an  unkind 
word ;  I  think,  really,  thdr  honour  and  integrity 
is  beyond  assail.  I  fully  believe  in  ^em.  I 
am  only  sorry  that  I  am  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  should  like  to  be  sitting  alongside 
the  Premier,  but  it  so  happens  that  I  cannot 
come  yet.  By  the  amendment  I  desire  to  pave 
my  path  to  the  Treasury  benches.  Will  you 
kindly  accept  this  amendment  ?  "  That,  Sir, 
is  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  seemingly  intro- 
duced. I  have  often  heard  "  Beware  the  gifts 
of  the  Greeks,"  and  when  gifts  come  from  that 
quarter  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  look  well  into  it ; 
and  when  I  saw  the  resolution  I  saw  it  was  a 
direct  attack  on  the  Prime  Minister  and  on  his 
honourable  colleague  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
We  had  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  Gity, 
who  said  he  had  no  accusations  to  make  against 
the  honour  of  the  Prime  Minister.  And  every 
one  on  that  side  of  the  House  has  laid  down 
the  same  theory.  But,  by  bringing  on  the 
amendment,  what  was  meant  in  effect  was  as 
plain  as  the  English  language  can  put  it,  '*  Yon 
are  a  corrupt  Premier;  your  colleague  is  cor- 
rupt; you  are  prepared  to  sell  your  country 
and  its  people,  and  those  who  have  appointed 
you  to  those  positions  as  one  of  the  advisory 
Board  and  as  director  of  the  company  for  the 
exploitation  of  the  products  of  the  colony." 
These,  I  say,  were  the  charges  made.  Never 
before,  I  think,  has  there  been  a  Prime  Minis- 
ter who  had  tp  expose  to  the  House  or  to  the 
people  his  private  business,  and,  when  I  tell 
you  and  them  the  true  position — I  cannot  nse 
the  term,  it  is  unparliamentary — bat  I  hope. 
Sir,  before  they  retire  to  rest  and  lay  their 
hesbds  on  their  pillows  to-night  they  will  go  on 
their  knees  and  ask  forgiveness  for  having 
wronged  men  whose  only  fault  was  that  tliey 
desired  to  be  true  to  their  trust,  and  at  the 
same  time  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be 
placed  in  the  position  of  having  it  hurled  at 
them  that  they  were  solely  depending  on  their 
political  positions  for  a  livelihood.  Have  not 
the  Conservative  newspapers  said  that,  time 
after  time?  Has  it  not  been  said  in  their 
columns?  I  will  never  be  placed  in  that 
position ;  when  it  comes  to  that  I  shall  leave 
political  life,  if  I  have  to  go  back  to  the  gold- 
miner's  pick,  or  to  my  profession  as  an  engineer. 
I  should  go  back  with  a  clear  conscience,  and 
say  I  never  yet  forfeited  my  independence. 
First  of  all,  the  attack  was  made  that  it  was  a 
foreign  company,  and  will  honourable  membeni 
believe  me  when  I  tell  them  that  it  is  absolutely 
an  English  company,  composed  of  gentlemen 
of  high  commercial  standmg  in  the  Oity  of 
London — men  whose  words  are  not  to  be 
doubted ;  and  yet  we  heeur  gentlemen  who 
know  nothing  about  it   absolutely  casting  a 
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slur  on  good  men  in  the  Moiher-ooantry,  not 
those  who  would  do  any  wrong  to  the  colony, 
hot  those  who  have  invested  their  own  money 
and  who  have  endeavoured  to  help  on  our 
colony,  and  who  desired  capital  to  oome  here 
instead  of  its  going  into  other  countries.  And 
what  is  their  reward  ?  They  are  stigmatised  as 
a  foreign  company  and  exploiters,  and  it  is 
said  that  all  they  wished  to  do  was  to  grow  fat 
and  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  mineral  wealth 
of  New  Zealand.  I  challenge  hononrahle 
memhers  on  the  other  side  to  say  whether  I 
receive  salary  —  whether  I  receive  fees  on 
matters  submitted  to  me.  They  have  not  the 
slightest  evidence;  they  do  not  know  really 
whether  I  hold  the  position  or  not.  They  do 
not  know,  unless  I  tell  them,  that  I  am  in 
any  way  connected  with  the  syndicate  ;  they 
have  never  had  any  evidence  of  this  ;  they 
have  based  their  charges  simply  on  rumour. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Then,  why  did 
you  make  it  a  want*of -confidence  motion  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Because  I  know  what  has 
been  said  during  the  debate.  I  know  what  was 
intended,  and  I  know  Opposition  members 
only  too  well.  It  is  not  what  they  have  been 
saying  in  the  House,  but  outside  the  House, 
where  I  am  not  safe,  nor  are  those  dear  to  me 
safe ;  and  I  say  this  comes  from  the  Conser- 
vatives— from  the  men  of  university  education 
—from  those  with  whom  you  would  think  the 
names  of  those  dear  to  one  would  be  safe.  I  say 
I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  Liberal 
party  and  the  country  did  I  not  accept  it  as  a 
challenge,  and  say,  like  Macduff,  **  Lay  on  ; 
and— so-and-so— be  him  that  first  cries,  *  Hold, 
enough  { '  "  I  will  let  you  know.  It  is  the 
first  time  any  Prime  Minister  in  this  colony 
has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  himself  and 
to  Parliament  to  divulge  his  private  busi- 
ness, but  as  it  affects  the  honour  of  the 
Liberal  party  and  the  (Government  I  will 
do  so.  The  manager  wrote  to  me  as  to  the 
constitution  and  functions  of  the  local  board, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  as  the  organization 
in  New  Zealand  would  not  be  complete  with- 
out the  constitution  of  a  local  bosjrd.  This 
board  would  act  whenever  necessary  as  a 
medium  between  the  London  board  and  the 
management  on  this  side.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion. And,  from  what  has  been  said,  you 
would  think  I  was  one  who  had  charge 
of  the  management  and  of  the  mining  stsiff, 
and  had  to  do  with  the  money  to  be  in- 
vested, and  the  working  of  the  properties. 
My  position  is  that,  if  there  is  a  dispute  be- 
tween the  board  in  London  and  the  manage- 
ment here,  I  am  a  member  of  the  local  bosird, 
and,  with  the  other  members,  I  would  sit  and 
advise  in  respect  to  the  matter  referred  to  us. 
I  tell  you  there  is  scarcely  a  member  of 
the  House,  and  scarcely  a  Minister  even  on 
those  benches,  but  would  without  hesita- 
tion, seeing  it  did  not  clash  with  their  Minis- 
terial duties,  have  taken  such  a  position. 
Sir,  I  have  previously  stated  that  if  I  find  my 
position  on  the  board  clash  with  my  position 
as  Prime  Minister  of  the  country,  my  duty  is 
to  the  Liberal  party,  and  I  would  not  think  of 


myself.  I  never  have  set  an  undue  value  on 
self,  and  I  hope  I  never  shall.  But,  Sir,  I  say 
the  electors  of  the  colony  have  vindicated  my 
position.  The  electors  of  the  colony  knew  the 
position  I  held  on  the  board  at  the  last  general 
election ;  those  who  were  returned  to  support  me 
— to  support  the  Liberal  party — were  also  well 
acquainted  with  it.  And  yet  to-day  whas  do 
we  find  ?  We  find  those  who  have  oast  a 
reflection  on  their  chief,  and  upon  those  who 
sent  them  here,  and  who  have  absolutely 
broken  their  election  pledges  without  the 
slightest  compunction.  Why,  Sir,  here  is  the 
class  of  telegram  I  have  been  receiving 
to-day,  '*  Party  here  delighted  (Government's 
decisive  victory ;  especially  discomfiture  of  the 
traitors.'*  Mr.  Montgomery  said  he  had  been 
asked  at  every  election  meetinff  whether  he 
was  in  favour  of  the  Premier  holding  a  position 
on  advisory  boards. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  it  proper  for  a  Minister  to  read  telegrams 
from  persons  outside  commenting  on  a  debate 
in  this  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  tkllowable  to  read 
any  criticism  from  outsiders  on  a  matter  under 
debate.  I  did  not  hear  what  was  falling  from 
the  Premier. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  debate  is  finished.  This 
is  in  respect  to  a  vote  of  the  House  which  was 
taken  last  night,  and  which  is  over. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Oh,  no  ;  not  over. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Premier  is  distinctly 
out  of  order,  as  the  debate  will  not  be  over 
until  the  Hon.  the  Premier  concludes  the  reply 
he  is  now  making. 

-Q  Q  Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  say.  Sir,  it  is 
'  not  on  the  debate  or  division  yester- 
day. The  telegram  I  have  just  read  refers  to 
an  election  occurrence. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Oh  t 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  not  going  to  stop 
me.  I  say  here.  Sir,  that  when  assertions  are 
made  in  the  House  such  as  have  been  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere  I  have 
here  positive  proof  from  his  constituents  that 
he  never  was  asked  to  make  the  pledge  he  told 
the  House  he  had  made  to  the  electors.  The 
question  was  never  asked,  and  he  never  gave 
any  answer  to  it.  And  now  it  is  between  him- 
self and  his  constituents.  I  must  say  this, 
further:  We  as  a  Government  have  stood  by 
the  people.  Those  who  have  listened  to  my 
colleague  to-night  must  have  been  struck  with 
the  complete  reply  he  made  to  the  charges  that 
have  been  levelled  against  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment. And,  Sir,  I  saw  him  standing  up  to-night 
to  defend  his  department,  driving  every  word,  as 
it  were,  like  iv  sledge-hammer,  down,  down, 
down  on  to  the  devoted  head  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Matanra,  until  he  sank,  as  it  were, 
into  his  very  boots.  The  same  with  regard  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr. 
Scobie  Mackenzie  ;  it  is  a  somewhat  easy  task 
for  him  to  sink  into  his  boots.  Sir.  And  so  on 
with  member  after  member  as  they  came 
under  review.  I  say  his  facts  were  such  a^ 
must  have  commended  themselves  to  every 
member  in  this  House  and  to  the  country,  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


356 


Financial 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


[Oct.  29 


reference  to  the  charges  levelled  against  his 
department.  Sir,  the  scene  here  to-night  re- 
minded me  of  another  scene,  not  here  in  New 
Zealand,  but  on  the  Chagru  Pass,  in  India, 
where  the  mutinous  tribes  disappeared  before 
the  gallant  charge  of  the  Highlanders,  and 
they  were  left  in  full  possession.  The  halt 
sounded,  and  the  victors  said,  "Where  are 
they  the  noo?  "  There  were  also  other  charges. 
I  would  not  wish  the  Whip  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to  think  that  he  had  been  disregarded,  but 
I  had  not  the  time  to  listen  to  many  of  his  re- 
marks to-night ;  but  this  may  betaken  as  some- 
thing by  which  to  gauge  the  rest  of  his  state- 
ments. He  told  you  there  would  have  to  be 
A  search-party.  The  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere  has  been  looking  for  it,  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  has  been  looking  for  it,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout)  has  been  looking  for  it,  and  they 
cannot  find  it  at  all ;  and  they  tell  the  House 
.and  the  country  it  is  not  there. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— For  what  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Debentures  and  Sink- 
ing Fund  Account  of  the  advances  under  "  The 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  1894."  The  senior 
Whip  asked  last  night  for  it,  the  honourable 
member  for  EUesmere  has  asked  for  it,  and  I 
will  tell  them  where  to  find  it.  It  is  on  page  2, 
B.-9,  and  under  the  head  of  <*  Securities  neld 
by  the  Public  Trust  Office  on  the  8lst  March, 
1897  "—last  year,  £24,278  j  this  year,  £27,218. 
They  lost  the  run  of  it,  and  they  did  not 
know  where  it  was,  Sir.  That  is  where  it  is, 
and  I  hope  they  will  now  go  and  find  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— If  I  may  be  allowed 
*o  explain 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Time  will  not  permit  my 
giving  way  at  present.  You  must  take  your 
own  time.  There  was  a  time  when  I  would 
have  given  way  to  you.  Now,  to  come  back  to 
the  question  as  regards  the  purity  of  the  Go- 
vernment, I  want  to  mention  this :  that  in 
respect  of  the  local  board,  prior  to  becoming  a 
member  thereof,  I  submitted  the  matter  to 
my  colleagues,  and,  with  the  duties  defined, 
and  which  in  no  way  came  into  conflict  with 
my  duties  as  a  Minister,  they  approved  of  my 
accepting  the  position.  I  looked  up  the  his- 
tory of  previous  Ministries,  and  I  looked  up  the 
history  of  the  previous  Ministry,  and  with  the 
<con8ent  of  my  colleagues  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  was  no  harm  in  being  on 
this  local  board  to  settle  disputes  between  the 
management  here  and  the  ooard  in  London. 
And  I  found  that  the  honourable  member 
ior  Wellington  City,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  Sir  Frederick  Whi- 
taker,  Mr.  Mitohelson,  and,  in  fact,  nearly 
•every  Minister  in  the  past  have  held  positions 
where  there  was  a  much  greater  possibility  of 
clashing  than  there  is  in  my  case.  Sir,  the 
very  board  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  was  on  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  lands,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  those  lands  at  a  profit. 
Those  are  the  purposes  it  was  used  for  and 
-on  that  board  was  my  own  old  chief — one  whose 
memory  I  ever  shall  respect,  and  whose  dead 
Mr.Seddon 


body  I  have  never  gone  behind,  and  nev«t 
will,  to  shield  myself.  I  say  there  he  was 
on  this  board ;  and  if  I  wanted,  lawyer- like, 
to  raise  an  argument  I  might  say  I  would  doubt 
his  honour,  or  the  honour  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  Sir  Robert  Stout. 
I  might  say,  *'  You,  as  a  Government,  have 
the  first  knowledge,  when  the  railways  con- 
struction was  going  on,  where  the  land  will 
be  required  for  stations,  where  the  railways  will 
be  running,  and  you  can  buy  that  land  for  cash. 
You  can  lay  off  your  townships,  and  you  can 
sell  at  enormous  profit."  That  is  the  position 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Cit7» 
and  he  says  that  is  a  proper  position  to  oo- 
cupy :  and  I  say.  Yes,  with  a  man  of  honour 
there  is  no  danger ;  and  there  is  as  much 
honour  now  on  these  benches  as  there  was 
when  he  and  my  late  chief  and  others  sat 
with  him  on  those  benches.  Now,  I  was 
also  charged*  with  having  placed  hindrances 
in  the  way  of  the  Women's  Franchise  Bill. 
Sir,  if  there  is  one  thing  above  all — if  the 
Liberals  hope  to  succeed,  and  if  Ministers 
hope  to  keep  those  benches,  we  must  have 
the  mothers  and  sisters  and  daughters  of 
this  country  with  us.  Sir,  anything  of  that 
kind  ibust  be  met  at  once ;  and  I  shall 
meet  it  in  such  a  way  that  we  shall  never  hear 
of  it  again.  I  thank  the  honourable  member 
for  Wanganui  for  having  brought  up  the 
matter  last  night.  To  set  the  matter  at 
rest  I  wrote  as  follows  to  the  Clerk  of  Parlia- 
ments : — 

'*  Dear  Sib,— It  has  been  stated  that  alter 
the  passing  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  of 
'  The  Electoral  Act,  1893  *  (which  contains 
provisions  for  women's  franchise),  I  objected  to 
submit  the  Bill  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
for  viceregal  sanction.  As  you  brought  the 
Bill  in  question  to  me  for  signature,  I  shall  be 
glad  if  you  will  state  whether  I  raised  any  ob- 
jection to  signing  the  memorandum  trans- 
mitting the  Bill.— Yours  faithfully, 

"R.  J.  Sedi>on." 

This  is  his  reply  : — 

•*The  Right  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon,  M.H.R., 
Premier, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day's 
date,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that 
*  The  Electoral  Act,  1898,'  was  enclosed  in  the 
usual  form  for  the  Governor's  assent,  and 
upon  my  handing  it  to  you  for  signature, 
together  with  other  Bills,  you  signed  it  with* 
out  raising  any  objection  to  do  so. — I  have,  &c., 
'*  L.  Stowe,  Clerk  of  Parliaments." 

And  yet  in  the  face  of  this  fact  we  have 
seen  it  in  print  that  I  objected  to  sign  that 
Bill,  and  that  I  only  signed  it  after  a  deputa- 
tion had  brought  pressure  to  bear  upon  me. 
That  is  the  inference  that  is  attempted  to  be 
created  in  the  country.  I  say  I  never  objected 
to  it,  and  when  there  was  a  question  of  the 
reference  of  the  Bill  for  Her  Majesty's  assenty 
which  was  raised  at  the  time,  I  put  my  foot 
down  against  it,  and  I  advised  His  Excellency 
to  sign  that  Bill  as  being  a  Bill  giving  to  the 
women  of  this  country  the  right  to  vote ;  and  I 
am  proud  of  doing  it,  because  they  have  exer- 
cised that  vote  in  the  interests  of  themselves  and 
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of  all  those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  the  mothers, 
the  sisters,  and  the  daoghters  of  our  ooantry. 
Then  we  come  to  Mr.  Begg's  oharge  in  Dunedin. 
The  moment  I  heard  that  I  put  myself  in  com- 
munication with  those  who  in  Dunedin  could 
give  some  information  on  the  matter.  It  is  a 
strange  thing  that  such  a  serious  charge  should 
be  made  and  do  its  work  long  before  it  reached 
me.  I  can  only  say  it  was  made  at  the  last 
moment  to  influence  the  Dunedin  election. 
The  Government  were  charged  with  having 
iDJured  this  man  by  taking  from  him  his  means 
of  livelihood.  What  does  it  amount  to  ?  After 
inquiry  I  have  elicited  the  following:  The 
company  were  dissatisfied ;  a  gentleman  largely 
interested  was  in  the  colony,  and  this  repre- 
sentative was  in  Dunedin.  He  made  inquiries 
respecting  the  management  generally,  and 
oame  to  the  conclusion  that  the  management 
was  so  defective,  the  losses  so  great,  that  the 
company,  after  his  return,  deciaed  to  make  a 
change.  It  may  have  possibly  happened  that 
some  of  our  friends,  being  friends  of  the  man 
who  was  sent  out  from  the  Mother-country,  may 
have  been  consulted,  and  on  such  slight  grounds 
we,  the  Government,  are  charged  with  having 
influenced  the  company  to  the  detriment  of  Mr. 
Begg.  I  have  not  been,  nor  am  I  aware  that 
any  of  my  colleagues  were  consulted ;  nor  did 
we  desire  in  any  way  to  injure  Mr.  Begg  or  any 
other  citizen.  I  hope  that  so  long  as  we  repre- 
sent the  people  of  this  country  we  will  never  de- 
scend to  injure  our  opponents  privately  because 
we  differ  from  them  politioally.  We  do  not 
fight  the  battles  of  our  party  in  that  under- 
haod  way,  and,  if  the  other  side  like  to  adopt 
SDoh  tactics,  well,  let  them  do  it.  It  shall  not 
be  done  on  this  side  so  long  as  I  hold  the  reins 
of  power  in  this  colony.  Then,  I  am  charged 
again  by  my  bitterest  opponents  regarding  the 
liquor  question.  They  say,  **  We  can  never  get 
rid  of  the  publichouses  until  we  get  rid  of 
Seddon."  I  have  been  maligned,  and  my  family 
with  me,  by  the  intemperate  Prohibitionists; 
and  if  you  believe  them  what  else  will  you  not 
have  to  believe  ?  I  am  to  be  branded  as  an  un- 
worthy  person,  and  to  remain  under  a  stigma 
oast  by  ministers  of  religion  without  due  infor- 
mation, and  when  complete  refutation  is  given 
to  them  they  refuse  to  publish  it  to  the  world. 
But  they  go  outside  the  colony,  and  this  is  what 
they  publish.  I  allude  to  a  paragraph  taken 
from  the  National  Advocate^  Bathurst,  New 
South  Wales,  of  the  26th  August,  1897.  Mr. 
Frank  W.  Isitt  savs,  in  a  letter  sent  to  the 
editor,  that  we  sold  en  bloc,  to  the  sons  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  the  Bushy  Park  Estate, 
taken  for  settlement  purposes  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  The  Rev.  Frank  W. 
Isitt  goes  to  Australia  and  sends  this  letter 
to  the  public  Press.  He  says  we  bought  the 
land  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
and  then  sold  it  to  the  two  sons  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  When  I  read  this  on  my 
arrival  in  New  South  Wales  I  said,  "  Surely 
it  is  enough  in  our  own  country  to  have  our 
public  men  defamed,  to  have  our  countiy  and 
our  people  wronged,  without  the  Rev.  Frank 
W.  iBitt  going  to  Australia  and  making  this 


statement,  and  signing  his  name  to  it— a  state- 
ment which  is  entirely  unfounded."  We  have 
not  taken  the  land  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act ;  the  Government  never  bought  it, 
and  we  never  sold  it  en  bloc.  The  whole  thing 
is  pure  fabrication,  and  it  shows  me  that  these 
men — shall  I  say  they  are  **  honestly  "  desirous 
of  furthering  the  cause  they  believe  in — will 
stop  at  nothing  to  injure  those  who  stand  in 
their  way.  Let  me  ask  them  as  ministers  of 
religion,  as  teachers  of  the  Gk>spel,  servants  of 
our  Creator,  is  it  not  due  to  those  dear  to  me — 
leaving  me  out  of  the  question  altogether — 
that  this  charge  should  be  withdrawn  ?  Again, 
the  charge  that  I  was  guilty  of  supplying 
liquor  to  the  Maoris  during  my  trip  through 
the  King-country  some  three  years  ago  is 
absolutely  without  foundation.  The  statement 
is  so  absolutely  devoid  of  truth  that  I  am  sur- 
prised that  it  should  have  fallen  from  the  lips 
of  those  who  I  am  sorry  to  say  must  have 
known  at  the  time  there  was  reason  to  doubt 
its  being  correct.  But  they  accepted  it,  because 
it  suited  their  purpose.  Sir,  wherever  I  went 
I  urged  upon  the  Natives  to  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  alcoholic  liquor.  I  told 
them  that  it  had  been  the  ruin  of  many 
of  their  race ;  that  it  had  decimated  them ; 
and  that  it  would  bring  trouble  upon  suc- 
ceeding generations.  Had  I  been  a  party  to 
such  things  as  I  have  been  charged  with  I 
simply  say  this :  I  should  really  be  unfitted  to 
hold  the  high  position  I  occupy  in  New  Zealand. 
But  there  is  a  gleam  of  light,  and  where  does 
that  gleam  of  light  come  from  ?  It  comes  from 
Sligo. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  are  honourable 
members  allowed  to  be  referred  to  in  this  Cham- 
ber by  their  Christian  names? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  referring  to  Mr.  Sligo, 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City. 

Mr.  SPEARER.—The  honourable  gentleman 
has  withdrawn  the  appellation,  which  I  sup- 
pose inadvertently  fell  from  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— This  is  what  the  honourable 
gentleman — Mr.  Sligo— said  in  his  speech  in 
Dunedin,  delivered  at  the  Garrison  Hall  on  the 
6th  October,  1897:— 

'*  Opinions  may  differ  as  to  whether  some  of 
the  Government  measures  have  been  entirely 
just  and  wise,  but  I  have  nothing  but  admiration 
for  the  aims  and  purposes  of  much  of  the  social 
and  economic  legislation  accomplished  during 
the  past  six  or  seven  years.  Our  Factory  Acis, 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Acts,  Land  for 
Settlements  Acts,  Workmen's  Wages  Acts,  and 
others  have  been  the  outcome  of  what  I  hold 
to  be  a  commendable  desire  to  benefit  and  give 
opportunities  to  those  who  most  require  assist- 
ance in  their  struggle  upwards.  It  has  been 
said  that  many  of  these  measures  were  con^ 
ceived  by  others.  Well,  all  honour  to  those 
who  conceived  them,  or  any  of  them ;  but  these 
Ministers  have  put  them  on  the  statute-book, 
and  deserve  all  the  credit  of  their  success  in 
so  doing,  even  if  circumstances  have  favoured 
their  so  doing." 

Sir,  I  claim  the  vote  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  although,.  Sir,  h» 
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may  say  the  electors  of  Donedin  sent  him  here 
to  support  the  Opposition.  In  respect  to  our 
policy  he  is  bound  to  support  the  Government ; 
he  appreciates  it  and  commends  it,  and  I 
welcome  with  joy  an  old  experienced  man>-a 
man  who  has  sobered  with  time ;  and  I  am 
quite  willing  to  give  the  Opposition  in  return 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  (Mr. 
Pirani).  In  respect  of  the  Press  Agency  reports 
of  this  debate  and  the  debate  on  the  Address 
in  Reply  the  Government  supporters  have  been 
'very  badly  treated,  and  I  shall  later  on  bring 
the  matter  before  the  House  for  it  to  review. 
I  hold  in  my  hands  extracts  out  from  the 
different  Opposition  papers  of  the  colony 
of  reports  of  this  debate,  and  it  will  be 
iouiid  that  the  Opposition  speakers  have 
been  given  double  the  space  in  these  papers 
than  the  Government  supporters  have  received. 
Whether  the  Press  Association  really  is  respon- 
sible or  not  I  will  endeavour  to  ascertain  ;  but, 
any  way,  it  recoils  upon  the  Agency.  The  fact 
is  that  members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
outside  Wellington,  have  not  received  justice 
at  the  hands  of  the  Press ;  and  if  the  people  of 
the  colony  are  paying  for  it,  and  are  giving 
concessions  for  it,  as  there  is  a  meeting  of  the 
Press  Association  directors  now  being  held  I 
shall  ask  them  to  look  into  this  and  see  that 
something  like  fair-play  is  given  to  both  sides 
in  this  House.  If  they  are  not  prepared  to  do 
that,  then  I  am  prepared  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  saying,  '*If  we  are  to  have  party 
politics  unfairly  introduced  into  the  Press 
Agency  telegrams,  they  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  the  usual  rates."  With  your 
permission,  Sir,  I  will  lay  this  file  on  the 
tablH  of  the  House.  I  have  given  extracts 
from  both  sides.  I  want  to  be  fair,  and  I  want 
them  also  to  be  fair.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  this  de- 
bate on  the  Financial  Statement,  the  debate 
has  been  disappointing.  It  has  been  absolutely 
unprofitable.  It  was  started  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  we  thought  he  was  going  to 
criticize  the  Statement  and  the  policy  which 
it  contained ;  but  he  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
He  went  on  and  on,  and  almost  every  member 
on  that  side  of  the  House  exhausted  his  right 
to  speaJc  before  €hey  questioned  the  position  of 
Ministers.  And  I  say,  had  they  questioned 
us  on  broad  lines  of  policy,  the  honourable 
member  for  Ellesmere  could  not  have  gone 
over  to  the  Opposition.  He  is  the  first  Mont- 
gomery I  have  known  to  desert  his  party. 
And  the  speech  he  delivered  was  wholly  in  sup- 
port of  the  policy  that  is  contained  in  the 
Budget  now  under  debate.  There  has  been  no 
attempt  to  touch  the  Budget  at  all ;  and  hence 
I  say  that,  as  the  Budget  contains  the  will 
of  the  people  of  this  colony,  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  might  as  well  accept  the 
inevitable  and  allow  this  Budget  to  go  un- 
challenged. But  if  they  wish  to  attack  us 
piecemeal,  on  a  question  of  honour  and  in 
respect  to  our  individual  administration,  let 
them  bring  down  specific  charges,  and  let  them 
be  dealt  with.  But  I  simply  say  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  abrogated  his  position,  and  has 
not  led  his  party.  I  was  rather  pleased 
Mr.  Seddon 


with  his  speech  than  otherwise.  He  had,  of 
course,  an  unfortunate  task  to  undertake ;  bat 
at  the  same  time  what  he  did  he  did  well,  bnt 
I  cannot  say  as  much  for  those  who  are  behind 
him.  I  say  the  debate  has  degenerated  into  a 
tirade  of  personal  abuse.  We  have  had  until 
yesterday  a  no-confidence  debate  without  a  no- 
con  fidence  motion.  Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton  became  suddenly  ooarageons. 
He  moved  his  amendment,  and  said  to  us  that 
it  might  be  regarded  as  foolhardiness  coming 
at  that  juncture ;  but  it  was  done  so  nioely  and 
mildly  that  I  accepted  it  in  the  most  generous 
spirit,  and,  being  an  attack  on  Ministen,  I 
followed  the  constitutional  course,  and  made 
it  a  no- confidence  motion,  gagged,  as  I  was, 
and  bound  hand  and  foot,  for  it  was  well  known 
I  could  not  speak  without  losing  my  right  d 
reply.  But  we  relied  on  the  representatives  of 
the  people  here — the  great  majority  of  tbem — 
to  be  true  to  the  electors  who  sent  them  here. 
I  say  we  have  here  on  these  benches,  and  sup- 
porting us,  faithful  representatives  of  the 
people.  Then,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  this :  After 
our  administration,  and  the  present  prosperous 
condition  of  the  colony — after  the  legislation 
we  have  placed  on  the  statute-book,  which  wis 
applauded  and  supported  by  the  last  member 
to  come  here — Mr.  Sligo— is  it  fair,  then,  to 
accuse  Ministers  and  the  Liberal  party  of  in- 
sincerity, of  hypocrisy,  and  everything  that  is 
reprehensible,  and  without  one  effort  to  adduce 
proof— merely  bare  unsupported  assertion?  I 
have  not  been  accustomed  in  this  House  to 
such  conduct,  and  I  will  be  no  party  to  it  my- 
self. If  the  young  men  of  this  House  wish  to 
curry  favour  with  the  people  they  must  be 

Prepared  to  specify  the  charges,  and  not  en- 
eavour  to  dishonour  those  in  charge  of  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  and 
those  who  are  respected  and  trusted  by  the 
people.  I  say  that  is  not  the  way  to  fame: 
it  is  the  way  to  dishonour,  ignominy,  and 
ultimately  to  political  degradation.  And  then, 
Sir,  we  have  had  young  men  who  have  had 
college  training.  If  college  training  means  the 
use  of  language  that  you  will  only  hear  in  the 
lowest  society,  then  I  say  I  am  sorry  for  the 
universities.  It  is  not  what  their  fathers 
would  do  or  did.  If  we  are  to  have  this  style 
of  language,  and  these  taunts  and  jeers  made 
by  those  who  boast  of  college  education,  and  if 
that  is  the  result  of  higher  education,  better 
to  be  without  it:  better  to  be  as  the  great 
bulk  of  men  on  this  side  are — men  who  have 
worked  themselves  up  from  the  ranks  of 
the  workers,  and  who  stand  here  sa  gentle- 
men, not  debasing  themselves  by  using 
the  language  that  we  have  heard  from 
those  honourable  gentlemen  opposite^  with 
all  their  university  education.  Sir,  another 
private  matter,  and  then  I  have  done  with 
anything  personal.  Before  I  left  Wellington 
last  year,  if  the  House  had  been  aske^  to  vote 
£1,750  to  cover  my  expenses  to  the  Mother- 
country  there  would  not  have  been  a  word.  It 
is  not  very  pleasant  for  me  to  refer  to  it,  but,  as 
the  question  has  been  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  Sir  Robert  Stout* 
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I  am  compelled  to  make  some  reference  to  it. 
He  said  he  did  not  wish  to  criticize  it  in  bis 
-speech — which  was  perhaps  the  best  I  have 
heard  for  some  years  from  him ;  but  he  put 
others  on  the  trail.  He  took  exception  to  it, 
and  he  said,  *'  Why  not  reduce  the  sam  to 
the  same  as  that  given  to  other  Prime 
Ministers,  and  there  would  be  no  more  about 
it.*'  He  never  considered  that  the  Prime 
Minister  he  alluded  to  went  Home  by  himself. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— The  Prime  Minister  of 
Victoria. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  care  which  yon 
take.  I  say  the  Prime  Minister  of  New  South 
Wales  went  Home  alone,  and  he  received 
£1,000, 1  think.  Then,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Victoria,  with  the  steamer  calling  at  Melbourne 
-on  her  way  Home,  received  the  sum  of  £1,000, 
and  he  was  absent  from  his  colony  nearly  a 
month  less  than  I  was.  If  there  are  those 
who  believe  that  we  were  all  entertained  at 
no  expense  to  ourselves,  and  vnth  no  demands 
upon  U8  in  the  way  of  expenses,  all  I  can  say  is 
they  are  very  much  mistaken.  But,  Sir,  I 
•never  cared  much  for  money;  and  I  tell  you 
now,  if  I  am  called  upon  to  pay  my  own  ex- 
penses, I  prefer,  though  it  left  me  without  a 
shilling,  to  pay  them  rather  than  it  should  be 
a  matter  of  acrimonious  debate,  and  that  it 
should  go  Home  to  the  Mother-country  that  in 
this  House,  amongst  the  members  representing 
tbe  people,  there  was  an  ill-feeling  engendered 
in  respect  to  this  question.  I  say  it  is  painful 
to  me  to  have  to  mention  it,  but  as  several 
members  have  done  so  I  must,  of  course,  place 
myself  in  a  proper  position  before  the  country. 
If  the  amount  is  reduced  it  simply  means  I 
will  have  to  find  it  out  of  my  own  pocket ;  but 
I  am  prepared  to  find  the  whole  rather  than 
this,  to  me,  unpleasant  episode  should  be  a 
subject  for  acrimonious  debate  in  this  House. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura 
mentioned  something  about  sandwich-men. 
Shall  I  tell  the  honourable  member  his  posi- 
tion ?  I  beg  to  inform  him  there  was  such 
persons  as  telegranh-boys.  There  was  a  time 
when  he  played  the  part  of  a  telegraph -boy ; 
and  there  was  a  certain  application  made  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  lands  in  Otago. 
What  happened?  The  Cabinet  absolutely 
passed  a  resolution  that  the  land  should  not  be 
sold.  The  honourable  member,  who  was  then 
Minister  of  Lands,  was  to  send  a  communica- 
tion to  the  auctioneer  to  stop  the  sale.  He 
wrote  out  the  telegram  in  his  own  hand- 
writing. He  hurried  away  to  the  bowling- 
green  to  get  the  Under-Secretary  to  sign  the 
telegram.  He  would  not,  for  some  as  yet  un- 
explained reason,  send  it  himself  to  the 
auctioneer.  He  got  the  Under-Secretary,  Mr. 
Etiott,  to  sign  it  on  the  bowling-green,  and 
in  that  telegram  there  was  a  mistiJce.  There 
were  two  sections  of  land — one  was  228  and  one 
228a.  The  land  was  sold :  the  telegram  with- 
drew the  wrong  section.  All  a  mistake,  and 
ail  through  the  honourable  member  playing 
the  part  of  a  telegraph-boy.  Had  he  main- 
tained his  position  as  a  Minister  of  the  Orown, 
^and  sent  for  the  Under-Secretary  and  seen  that 


due  care  was  exercised  in  the  sending  of  that 
telegram,  it  would  have  saved  thirty  thousand 
acres  for  the  people  of  Otago.  We  have  had  to 
remedy  that  mistake.  We  have  had  to  buy 
estates  and  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the 
colony  to  hide  and  cover  up  this  peculiar  mis- 
take. I  do  not  accuse  the  honourable  member 
of  corruption ;  but  if  he  had  not  played  the 
part  of  a  telegraph-boy,  and  if  he  had  called 
the  Under-Secretary  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  Cabinet,  that  thirty  thousand  acres 
would  have  been  saved.  Of  course,  you  know 
what  result  followed.  There  was  the  expul- 
sion from  office;  and  I  believe,  myself,  that 
interference  with  the  Courts  of  justice  on 
the  part  of  one  Minister,  and  the  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  honourable  member — through 
making  himself  a  telegraph-boy  —  was  the 
cause  of  that  party  losing  the  Treasury 
benches.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  not  again  refer  to  members  on  this  side 
as  "sandwich-men."  Then,  Sir,  I  shall  be 
told  that  I  am  as  bad  as  the  rest  —  that 
I  never  touched  the  Budget;  but,  as  the 
Opposition  have  never  touched  it,  of  course 
I  have  nothing  to  reply  to.  There  was 
some  slight  criticism  by  Sir  Robert  Stout,  who 
to  some  extent  dealt  with  the  Budget,  and 
fairly  criticized  it,  and  I  must  meet  that  criti- 
cism in  the  short  time  I  have  at  my  disposal. 
10  30  ^^^^  ^^  ^^*  ^®  twitted  the  (Government 
'  with  having  appointed  a  Commission 
to  inquire  into  their  own  administration. 
"  Whoever  heard,*'  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, **of  a  Government  doing  that?  They 
generally  leave  it  to  their  opponents."  But 
what  did  he  do?  Sir,  I  have  here  a  list  of 
Commissions  which  honourable  members  will 
find  in  the  Appendices  to  the  House  Journals 
from  1879  to  1883,  and  from  1883  to  1887.  It 
was  done  by  the  Hall  Government,  by  the 
Whi taker- Atkinson  Government,  and  by  the 
Stout- Vogel  Government ;  and,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  tried  to  hide  himself  be- 
hind our  late  chief,  I  may  remind  him 
of  what  he  did  himself.  He  actually  put  a 
Commission  on  his  colleague  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance  in  regard  to  the  Stark  purchase. 
Sir,  a  Royal  Commission  was  appointed  by  the 
Stout- Vogel  Government  to  inquire  into  the 
purchase  of  land  by  his  colleague  from  Mr. 
Stflurk.  Now,  an  honourable  member  said  to 
me  last  session  that  the  name  of  our  late  chief 
should  not  be  brought  up  in  connection  with 
this  matter ;  but,  I  ask,  who  put  the  Commis- 
sion on  him  ?  I  say  it  was  Sir  Robert  Stout. 
Shall  I  go  further  ?  We  are  usually  interested, 
as  I  am  now,  in  the  welfare  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  in  this  matter  of  a  Police  Commis- 
sion you  would  naturally  think  that  the  Police 
Force  included  the  sergeants  and  the  con- 
stables. What  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
do  ?  He  appointed  a  Commission  in  these 
terms:  The  Commission  was  set  up  on  the 
6th  June,  1885,  to  "  Inquire  into  and  report 
upon  charges  made  against  Sergeant- Major 
O'Grady,*'  and  Major  Jackson  Keddell  was  the 
Commissioner.  The  Commission  was  under 
the    sign-manual    of    the    Governor,  advised. 
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of  oourse,  by  the  great  Premier,  Sir  Robert 
Stone;  and  now,  when  we  appoint  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  organization 
of  the  Police,  and  of  the  Inspectors  as  well, 
the  honourable  member  says  it  is  unconsti- 
tutional. Sir,  I  cannot  go  through  the  whole 
of  the  list,  but  in  it  there  are  some  twenty.fiye 
Commissions  set  up  by  various  Ministers  to  in- 
quire into  departmental  matters.  Then,  Sir,  I 
am  told  that  I  should  not  place  Financial  State- 
ments on  the  table  in  writing,  and  that  I  should 
deliver  it  from  these  benches  myself.  We  had 
an  experience  of  that  sort  some  years  ago  when 
Sir  George  Grey  was  Premier — it  will  be  found 
in  Hansard.  He  gave  a  Statement  from  these 
benches  which  has  never  been  seen  sinoe. 
That  was  the  end  of  Statements  of  that  kind. 
It  has  been  said  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel's  State- 
ment contained  twenty -four  pages  and  twenty- 
nine  items,  introducing  almost  every  question 
under  the  sun ;  and  it  has  been  a  surprise  to  me 
that  I  have  been  so  moderate  in  respect  to  the 
several  matters  in  the  Budget.  The  Financial 
Statement  of  1897  deals  with  the  following  sub- 
jects: Railways,  £200,000  for  machinery,  roll- 
ing-stook,  etcetera;  railway  construction,  com- 
pletion of  lines ;  encouragement  of  cultivation 
of  rhea  or  ramie  plant ;  extension  of  lands  for 
settlements  operations ;  construction  of  roads, 
tracks,  and  bridges  on  goldfields  ;  old-age  pen- 
sions, £120,000;  Valuation  Department,  pro- 
posals for  defraymg  cost ;  forests  and  forestry  ; 
beet-root  sugar  bonus;  dairying  and  frozen- 
meat  cool-storage;  ocean  mail-services;  Eastern 
mail-service ;  business  agents  for  the  colony ; 
Victoria  College,  £25,000;  school  buildings, 
£25,000;  conference  at  Hobart;  conference 
with  Secretary  of  State.  I  want  to  know  if 
there  is  a  single  item  in  the  Statement  which 
has  been  challenged  by  members  opposite. 
I  say  there  has  not  been  a  single  item ;  and 
that  being  so,  it  gives  me  hope,  because,  if  we 
carry  that  Statement  in  toto  and  adopt  the 
policy  there  foreshadowed,  it  will  give  a  great 
fillip  to  our  country  and  its  resources  and  the 
betterment  of  our  people.  Coming  to  the 
statement  of  Sir  Robert  Stout,  he  speaks  of 
the  seizure  of  sinking  funds,  and  here,  Sir,  is 
a  certificate  on  that  matter  :  — 

"  Public  Trust  Office,  28th  October,  1897. 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  sum  of  £121,778 
19s.  7d.  is  held  by  me  to  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies'  Sinking  Funds 
Account  at  this  date;  and,  further,  that  no 
moneys  have  been  withdrawn  or  paid  out  of  the 
acoouDt  since  it  was  opened.  The  amount 
does  not  include  accrued  but  not  due  interest. 
"James  C.  Mabtin,  Public  Trustee." 

There,  Sir,  is  the  certificate  of  the  Public 
Trustee  as  to  the  state  of  the  sinking  fund  ;  it 
remains  intact,  though  we  have  been  told  that 
we  have  seized  it.  Now,  what  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  do?  He,  during  his  term  of 
office,  credited  revenue  from  sinking  funds  with 
iio  less  than  £750,000,  while  the  total  amount 
with  which  we  have  credited  revenue  is 
£380,000.  The  honourable  member  also  took 
the  schedule  to  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
and  he  referred  to  the  course  which,  in  his 
Mr.Seddtm 


opinion,  we  ought  to  take.  He  endeavoared 
to  make  out  that  we  were  accounting  in  that- 
Bchedule  for  she  moneys  expended  upon  repro- 
ductive and  non-reproductive  works.  Sir,  I 
did  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  say  these  were 
moueys  asked  for  and  obtained  for  those  pur- 
poses; and  I  call  the  attention  of  every 
member  of  the  House  who  wishes  to  have 
fair  and  just  criticism  to  the  fact.  It  will 
be  seen  that  I  stated  that  I  gave  a  short 
analysis  of  the  building -np  of  our  national 
debt,  and  the  purposes  of  the  loans  obtained  by 
the  Balance-Seddon  Governments,  as  compared 
with  those  for  which  loans  under  former  Go- 
vernments were  asked.  I  say  that  it  is  the 
money  which  has  been  asked  for,  and  not  the 
money  actually  expended.  It  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  find  out  and  follow  the  exact  amounts 
expended,  but  if  you  take  the  Statement  as  yon 
find  it  you  will  see  that  I  have  accounted  for  a 
million  and  a  half  for  the  advances  to  settlers, 
and  for  the  whole  of  the  million  for  aid  to 
public  works ;  in  addition  to  which  we  know 
that  there  is  £250,000  not  spent,  and  about 
the  same  amount  unused  of  the  Advanoes  to 
Settlers  Loan.  The  honourable  member  has 
absolutely  misconceived  the  table,  and  on  that 
misconceived  notion  he  founded  an  argu- 
ment and  questioned  the  accuracy  of  Uie 
whole  of  the  figures  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment. But,  I  think,  when  he  comes  to  look 
at  the  case  csJmly  he  will  see  that  there 
was  not  the  slightest  ground  for  the  argument 
he  used.  I  wish,  in  respect  to  this  matter,  to 
remove  an  impression  that  is  afloat.  I  say  tiiat 
the  local  bodies  have  practically  received  the 
money  for  loans  under  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans 
Act  from  the  State  at  3  per  cent.  In  respect 
to  these  sinking  funds,  they  remain  absolutely 
untouched  and  intact,  and  in  regard  to  drawing 
against  them,  I  sav  that  various  Govemmente 
have  done  it.  And  now  we  return  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  £28,000  to  be  drawn  against  thb 
year.  I  am  asked  why,  after  this  year,  we  are 
going  to  abstain  from  further  crediting  revenue 
under  that  head.  I  claim  that  the  charge  of 
touching  the  sinking  fund  shall  not  longer  rest 
with  the  present  Gk>vemment.  I  cannot  longer 
go  into  the  question.  I  wish,  in  oondnsion, 
to  say  this :  that  as  the  items  in  the  State- 
ment come  before  honourable  members  I  hope 
they  will  give  them  fair,  earnest,  and  serions 
consideration.  I  believe.  Sir,  we  must  go  out 
of  the  beaten  path  if  we  are  to  hold  our  own  in 
respect  of  our  products.  We  are  yearly  in- 
creasing our  output  of  products  ;  and  we  must 
look  to  our  markets,  and  while  we  are  pur- 
suing this  policy  outside  we  must  also  look  to 
those  in  our  midst.  And,  Sir,  when  you  come 
to  see  the  advantages  of  good  education— of 
good  technical  education— so  that  we  may 
meet  those  countries  that  have  the  advantage 
of  it,  and  when  you  give  facilities  toreceiyeour 
products  we  must  keep  up  the  condition  of 
our  affairs.  I  say.  Sir,  let  us  do  this  as  patriots 
even  if  we  have  only  one  object  in  view — to  be 
desirous  of  making  this  country  fairly  pro- 
sperous, and  lifting,  if  it  is  possible  to  lift,  those 
v^ho  at  the  present  time  are  ground  down  and 
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in  despair.  The  eyil  we  have  in  our  midst  we 
are  called  upon  k>  remove,  and  one  thing  above 
all  othere  to  do— to  remove  poverty,  and  give 
bread  to  thoae  who^need  it — ^and  it  is  wonderfal 
how  good  and  happy  the  people  of  snoh  a 
ooantry  will  become.  I  refpret,  Sir,  that  owing 
to  the  time-limit  I  am  unable  to-night  to  deiu 
farther  with  the  Budget,  but  I  trust  that  as  we 
have  now  concluded  the  debate  we  shall  now 
go  on  with  the  ordinary  business  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  have  been  told 
that  the  Premier  took  the  opportunity,  while  I 
was  away  for  two  minutes  at  the  telephone,  to 
■ay  that  he  had  received  a  telegram  from  one 
of  my  oonstituents  saying  I  had  never  been 
ftsked  a  question  about  the  syndicate.  I  wish 
to  put  that  matter  right.  I  have  here  the 
reports  of  the  LytUUon  TifiUB  and  the  Ohrist- 
church  Presz  of  the  speech  I  delivered  to  my 
oonstituents  in  1896.  I  shall  read  from  them : 
'*  In  answer  to  questions  he  said,  inter  aliat  he 
did  not  approve  of  the  Premier  being  a  mem- 
ber of  a  foreign  mining  syndicate."  Now,  I 
have  also  the  report  of  the  other  paper,  and 
I  will  read  from  that :  <*  In  answer  to  questions, 
Mr.  Montgomery  said  he  did  not  approve  of 
the  Premier  being  connected  with  a  mining 
syndicate."  I  will  read  a  little  further.  There 
was  an  article  written  against  me  in  the  Press 
during  the  election,  and  it  says,  amongst  other 
things: — 

"  He  does  not  approve  of  the  Premier  being 
a  servant  of  a  foreign  syndicate;  yet  he  has 
been  the  faithful  follower  and  supporter  of 
the  first  Premier  in  New  Zealand  who  has 
degraded  his  office  by  accepting  such  a  posi- 
tion." 

I  wish  to  prove  this  also :  that  I  have  been 
misrepresented  as  to  the  attitude  I  took  up  at 
the  election,  and  therefore  I  will  quote  from 
the  same  newspaper  in  its  report  of  my 
speech: — 

**He  has  always  been  a  supporter  of  the 
Liberal  Government,  both  in  New  Zealand  and 
in  England,  and  he  intended  continuing  a  sup- 
porter of  that  party.  But,  as  to  being  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  in  everything  they 
■aid  or  did,  he  held  that  no  one  should  be  called 
on  to  accept  such  a  position.    (Applause.)" 

And,  a^pain,  quoting  my  speech, — 

"He  did  not  believe  the  electors  of  the 
Ellesmere  district  wanted  a  member  like  a 
well-known  character  in  *  Pinafore,*  who 

Always  voted  at  his  party's  call. 

And  never  thought  of  thinking  for  himself  at  all. 
It  would  take  a  good  deal   to   convince  him 
that  that  was  the  sort  of  member  the  people 
of  Ellesmere  wanted." 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  made  this  matter  clear  to 
the  House.  Then,  I  was  misrepresented  as  to 
what  I  said  about  the  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Assurance  Fund.  I  did  not  refer  to  it 
in  my  speech  at  all.  I  asked  the  Premier 
privately  if  he  had  provided  an  Assurance  Fund 
aooording  to  law. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  referring  to  what  Mr. 
Massey  said. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— You  mentioned  my 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— You  pointed  it  out  as  mis- 
■ing. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.—Yes ;  because  it  doea 
not  appear  in  the  accounts.  Last  year,  in  B.-9, 
we  find  in  the  balance-sheet  of  the  Public 
Trust  Office,  *'  Advances  to  Settlers  Assurance 
Account,  £329."  I  have  the  balance-sheet  of 
the  Public  Trust  Office  for  this  year  in  my 
hand,  and  it  does  not  appear  here.  Where  has 
it  gone?  That  is  what  I  wished  to  inquire 
from  the  Premier,  and  now  I  hope  I  have  made 
the  point  clear  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  I  am  justified  now 
in  taking  the  opportunity  I  was  refused  at  the 
time  to  pat  myself  right. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  it  is  something  in  the 
nature  of  comment  on  what  has  taken  place  in 
the  House  it  cannot  be  allowed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  not  comment.  It  is 
a  question  simply  of  fact. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  in  the  nature  of 
comment. 

B£r.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  stated  that 
telegrams  from  or  remarks  made  by  persons 
outside  the  House  upon  what  has  been  said  in 
the  House  during  the  present  debate  cannot  be 
read  in  the  House.  Honourable  members  must 
abide  by  that  ruling,  and  must  not  attempt  to 
evade  it.  The  Speaker's  authority  must  be 
maintained. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  show  you  this  tele- 
gram, Sir,  and  I  will  ask  you-^— 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  will  not  see  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  justified  my  position^ 
and  I  have  received  a  communication  which 
is  exactly  opposite  to  that  which  has  been 
read  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  And, 
not  only  that,  but  I  also  received  a  further 
communication  from  a  gentleman  friend,  who 
was  in  Wellington,  and  he  then  cautioned  me 
and  told  me,  *'  You  had  better  watch  Mont- 
gomery.*' 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

SUPPLY. 

IN  COMMITTBE. 

0LA88 1. — Legislative. 

Legislative  Oouncil,  £1,790. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  understood  that  the  usual  cus- 
tom was  that  on  the  first  item  members  might 
discuss  finance  generally.  As  a  long  discussion 
might  ensue,  he  would  suggest  to  the  Premier 
whether,  at  that  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  report  progress. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  under  the  oircum- 
stances,  and  as  members  wanted  to  get  home 
before  Ohristmas,  they  might  take  one  item. 
They  had  Saturday  and  Sunday  intervening 
between  that  night  and  next  sitting-day,  and 
they  might  therefore  proceed  with  one  item. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  supposed  he  was  in  order  in 
dealing  with  the  question  of  Cabinet  responsi- 
bility. The  position  was  this:  The  Cabinei 
was,  no  doubt,  responsible  for  its  policy,  but  the 
Cabinet  was  never  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  an  individual  Minister  if  that  individual 
Minister  did  anything  wrong.  That  had  been 
laid  down  not  only  in  the  text- books  on  con- 
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stitutional  law,  bat  instances  bad  occurred  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  best  instance 
was  that  where  Lord  Westbury,  the  Lord 
Chancellor 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
usual  rule  was  to  discuss  the  whole  of  the 
•estimates,  but  he  never  heard  of  a  reply  being 
allowed  to  a  speech  made  in  the  financial 
debate.  The  honourable  member  was  referring 
to  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  speech  in  reply.  The 
honourable  member  was  replying  to  what  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  had  stated  to  be  the  constitu- 
tional position  of  the  Premier  in  respect  to  his 
Ministers. 

The  CHAIRMAN  must  rule  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  was  out  of 
order.  Upon  the  first  item  discussion  was 
allowed  upon  the  whole  of  the  estimates ;  but 
he  thought  this  question  of  Cabinet  responsi- 
bility went  outside  the  question  of  debating 
the  estimates. 

Sir  K.  STOUT  said  he  accepted  the  Chair- 
man's ruling.  He  was  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion whether  there  was  a  Cabinet  responsibility 
for  each  department.  He  was  not  dealing  with 
the  honourable  gentleman's  speech. 

The  CHAIBMAN  said  he  did  not  base  his 
ruling  on  the  Premier's  statement,  but  on  the 
fact  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  was  referring  to  a  question  of  Cabinet 
responsibility. 

Sir  K.  STOUT  said  he  was  going  to  show  it 
had  a  bearing  on  the  estimates. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  until  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  that  he  should  rule  him  out 
of  order. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  wish  to  evade 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman.  He  would  bow  to 
that  ruling  even  though  he  thought  it  wrong. 
He  Bupposed  he  had  a  right  to  discuss  the 
question  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  he  did 
not  know  that  it  would  be  a  wrong  thing  to  do, 
to  show  that  the  present  position  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  was  entirely  wrong  in  the  way 
in  which  it  was  managed,  to  pass  some  resolu- 
tion in  dealing  with  these  estimates  to  show  the 
Ministry  that  the  present  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  Legislative  Council  is  not  satisfactory  to 
the  country.  In  his  opinion  the  time  was 
ooming  when  the  Legislative  Council  would 
have  to  be  made  elective.  He  would  point  out, 
in  dealing  with  the  estimates  as  a  whole,  that 
he  could  not  understand  on  what  system  they 
had  been  framed  in  reference  to  advances  in 
several  departments.  He  was  not  going  to 
Ikttack  any  increases,  and  he  was  not  going  to 
suggest  that  any  person  who  had  an  increase  put 
down  on  the  estimates  ought  not  to  have  that 
increase,  though  there  were  increases  put  down 
for  some  persons  who  had  only  been  some 
months  in  the  Government  service — not  years 
— whilst  others  who  had  been  years  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  had  fulfilled  their  duties  faithfully, 
had  no  increase  at  all.  He  wanted  to  know  on 
what  principle  the  estimates  had  been  framed. 
If  they  had  classification  such  as  existed  in 
the  Railway,  and  Postal  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ments, then  when  a  person  got  into  a  class  he 
.was  entitled  to  an  inoreckse  on  some  principle  ; 
Sir  B.  StotU 


but  in  the  other  depftrtments,  where  there  was 
no  classification,  the  increases  were  given  on 
no  principle  at  all.  He  would  give  an  iUnstra- 
tion  of  two  departments :  Take  the  case  of  the 
Justice  Department.  Gould  that  be  defended  ? 
Here  they  had  Ma^^istrates  who  had  been  hold> 
ing  office  for  years — the  Magistrate  in  chaige 
of  the  Municipal  District  of  Wellingtoo,  who 
had  been  a  Magistrate  and  District  Jndge,  got 
no  travelling-ezpenses.  But  if  they  took  the 
Magistrate  at  Wairarapa,  who  had  been  re- 
cently appointed,  he,  holding  a  much  leM 
responsible  position,  got  £25  a  year  more 
in  actual  salary  than  the  Magistrate  in 
Wellington,  and  he  got,  in  addition,  large 
travelling- allowances.  Now,  was  that  honest? 
That  was  the  way  to  test  it.  Then,  take  the 
Magistrate  at  Invercargill — and  he  took  his 
case  because  it  could  not  be  suggested  he  was 
Tory ;  that  appointment  was  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment— be  only  got  £400,  while  i^e  gentle- 
man in  the  Wairarapa  got  £450.  Then,  take 
the  Magistrate  appointed  at  New  Plymouth, 
and  the  Magistrate  at  Onehunga,  who  eaoh 
only  got  £400,  while  the  Magistrate  recently 
appointed  in  the  Wairarapa  got  £450.  Take 
the  District  Judge  who  was  doing  the  work  at 
Wanganui ;  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  his  ability, 
and  be  had  been  in  the  Government  service  for 
years.  He  only  got  £500,  while  the  other 
Magistrate  at  the  Wairarapa  got  £450.  Yet 
there  was  no  comparison  between  the  duties 
they  had  to  do.  The  District  Judge  had  the 
whole  of  the  bankruptcy  jurisdiction,  dealing 
with  thousands  of  pounds — a  most  important 
matter— and  lately  there  had  been  added  orimi- 
nal  jurisdiction  to  his  work.  He  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
asked.  Was  this  fair  and  honest  ?  Were  the  mem- 
bers of  that  House  going  to  assert  their  indepen- 
dence and  deal  with  these  cases,  or  were  they 
going  to  bow  to  this  idol  of  party  and  say 
whatever  the  Government  did  was  right  ?  He 
appealed  to  those  members  sitting  behind 
Ministers  if  they  were  going  to  deal  thus  vrith 
the  estimates.  Take  the  Defence  estimates. 
There  was  a  storeman  put  down  at  £120.  The 
former  storeman  received  £110.  He  was  in- 
formed that  this  officer  had  only  been  a  few 
months  in  the  service,  yet  he  received  an  in- 
crease, whilst  others  in  the  same  office,  who 
had  been  longer  in  the  service,  received  no  in- 
crease. Was  it  honest  to  give  a  man  an  increase 
who  had  only  been  a  short  time  in  the  service  and 
deny  it  to  those  who  had  served  the  ooantry 
faithfully  for  many  years  ?  So  far  as  he  could 
see  there  were  several  increases  proposed  which 
were  entirely  unwarranted ;  but  he  was  not 
going  to  take  the  responsibility  of  moving  that 
those  increases  be  struck  off.  On  previous 
occasions  he  had  always  voted  for  inoreasei 
where  the  Government  had  s^d  that  such 
increases  were  deserved.  With 'regard  to  the 
Justice  Department,  he  thought  the  local 
Judges  ought  to  be  as  independent  as  the 
Supreme  Court  Judges.  He  did  not  think  a 
Magistrate  should  be  removed  unless  he  had 
been  found  guilty  by  some  tribunal  of  wrong- 
doing, or  of  incapacity,  or  on  account  of  old 
age  making  him  incapable  of  performing  his 
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fnnotlons.  He  would  ask  the  Premier  what  he 
intended  to  do  with  the  Justice  Department  ? 
Did  the  honourahle  member  intend  to  allow 
the  glaring  anomaly  to  exist  which  appeared  to 
exist  in  these  estimates,  or  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  long  noticed,  and 
ife  had  never  come  home  to  him  so  forcibly  as 
it  did  when  the  Government  were  consider- 
ing these  estimates  this  year,  the  injustice 
which  had  been  done  to  some  departments 
which  were  unclassified  compared  with  depart- 
ments which  were  classified,  and  that  was  the 
reason  why  he  placed  the  sheet  on  the  esti- 
mates this  year  calling  attention  to  it.  Take 
the  Justice  Department:  he  thought  they 
might  fix  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the 
Magistrates  at  Auckland,  Wellin^n,  Ohrist- 
church,  and  Dunedin,  and  leave  the  magis- 
tracy to  look  to  get  those  positions  as  promotion. 
It  was  true  they  founa  a  Magistrate  whose 
sala^  was  less  than  the  salary  now  paid  to  the 
Magistrate  for  Wairarapa  district,  but  it  was 
now  laid  down  as  a  general  rule  that  the 
Magistrate  should  be  a  member  of  the  legal 
profession,  and  if  that  was  wanted  they  would 
not  get  a  really  first-class  man  at  less  than  the 
salary  paid  in  this  case.  There  had  been  no 
corruption  in  the  last  appointment,  and  for  a 
man  possessing  Mr.  Haselden*s  capabilities  the 
salary  was  not  excessive.  As  a  fact  there  was 
neither  corruption  nor  *'  colour  "  in  the  matter. 
All  that  had  been  thought  of  was  the  getting  of 
a  good  man.  True,  some  of  the  other  Magis- 
trates were  paid  less,  but  some  of  them  were 
laymen.  If  they  had  proposed  to  raise  all 
these  salaries  it  would  have  been  said  that 
they  were  unduly  increasing  the  burdens  of  the 
taxpayers.  Then,  take  the  question  of  the 
Labour  Department,  the  Under-Secretary  there 
was  the  lowest  paid  of  any,  and  he  thought, 
though  it  was  his  own  department,  that  the 
Inspectors  were  also  underpaid.  Still,  as  they 
had  accepted  those  salaries,  the  circumstances 
remained  unchanged.  At  the  same  time  he 
conscientiously  believed  they  were  underpaid. 
Had  they  been  increased  they  would  at  once 
have  been  assailed,  it  would  have  been  said  that 
the  Labour  Department  was  an  interference 
with  the  industries  of  the  country,  and  the 
increase  would  have  been  made  a  strong 
argument  against  the  Inspectors.  If,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  consensus  of  opinion  that 
these  salaries  should  be  increased,  the 
Government  had  always  the  right,  when  an 
injustice  was  pointed  out,  and  there  was  a 
consensus  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  an 
increase,  to  miUte  provision,  if  they  so  decided, 
for  that  on  the  supplementary  estimates. 
There  was  really  no  system:  Heads  of  de- 
partmento  as  a  rule  submitted  the  names  of 
competent  and  deserving  officers,  and  every 
item  for  increase  was  scrutinised.  Ministers 
were  only  too  glad  to  remedy  injustice  where  it 
was  pointed  out,  but  they  must  consider  the 
tanayers,  and  not  make  the  estimates  unduly 
high.  They  had  a  splendid  service  in  the 
oountery,  and  were  anxious  to  do  what  was  fair 
and  right  to  every  officer. 
.    Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  honourable 


gentleman  had  given  a  most  extraordinary  rea- 
son for  failing  to  do  what  he  himself  stated  his 
sense  of  justice  told  him  was  right — ^namely, 
that  the  Inspectors  had  voluntarily  accepted 
their  positions  at  very  low  salaries.  In  the 
case  of  the  appointment  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  how  many  presi- 
dento  would  the  honourable  gentleman  have 
been  able  to  secure  if  he  went  on  the  rule  he 
had  stated  ?  The  taxpayers  must,  of  course,  be 
considered,  but  if  responsible  and  important 
work  had  to  be  done  it  must  be  fairly  paid  for. 
He  had  not  had  time  to  look  at  the  details  of 
the  new  Valuation  Department,  but  he  knew 
from  what  he  had  seen  and  heard  in  the  coun- 
try what  the  Government  had  been  doing.  In 
the  appointmento  made  to  that  depeurtment  they 
had  the  most  scandalous  maladministration  and 
corruption  that  he  had  known  of  any  Govern- 
ment. Men  were  appointed  in  all  directions 
who  were  absolutely  unfit.  He  could  conceive 
of  no  greater  difficulty  than  to  get  really  capable 
and  competent  men  to  value  for  taxing  purposes, 
and  yet  the  Government  have  gone  into  the 
highways  and  by-ways  and  picked  up  an  odd 
man  here  and  there  to  do  this  important  public 
work,  with  the  result  that  they  hc^i  the  gravest 
scandals  imaginable.  If  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  that  department  had 
money  to  invest  on  mortgage  for  himself  or  for 
a  friend  he  would  be  very  careful  in  his  selec- 
tion of  any  man  whom  he  might  have  to  em- 
ploy in  valuing  the  securities.  He  would  have 
regard  not  only  to  his  honesty  and  probity,  but 
also  to  his  ability  to  make  the  valuations  re- 
quired. The  present  as  well  as  past  Govern- 
ments had  too  often  selected  men  who  were 
notoriously  unfit  for  such  duties.  As  to  the 
question  of  Magistrates*  salaries,  as  far  as  he 
knew  the  Wairarapa  Magistrate  had  been  doing 
his  duty  in  a  fair  and  proper  manner,  and 
in  his  opinion  a  gentleman  in  that  position 
should  be  fairly  paid  ;  but  a  North  Island  Dis- 
trict Judge  with  extended  jurisdiction,  and  also 
a  Judge  in  Bankruptey,  was  only  getting  £500  a 
year,  while  some  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
were  getting  an  equal  salary.  He  understood 
that  recent  changes  in  the  law  had  very  much 
increased  the  jurisdiction,  and  consequently 
the  responsibility,  of  the  District  Judges,  and 
they  should  be  paid  accordingly. 

Captain  KUSSELL  did  not  believe  in  the 
principle  laid  down  by  the  Premier,  that  he  was 
to  be  guided  mainly  by  what  he  found  to  be  the 
will  of  the  House  or  the  opinion  outside  as  to 
the  salaries  he  paid  to  the  various  officials.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  Minister  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  efficient  officers,  and  to  see  that  their 
salaries  were  sufficient  for  the  work  to  be  per- 
formed. There  was  a  feeling  in  the  country 
that  the  Magistrates,  whether  they  were  District 
Judges  or  Stipendiary  Magistrates,  were  not 
placed  in  that  position  of  independence  from 
political  control  that  they  should  be,  and  that 
they  should  be  placed  in  an  absolutely  independ- 
ent position,  so  that  whatever  their  political 
proclivities  might  be  they  would  be  abso- 
lutely certain  of  not  being  removed  from  office 
by  a  hostile    Minister,   provided   they    were 
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doing  their  duty  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
With  regard  to  this  question  of  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  for  the  Wairarapa,  be  did  not 
object  to  his  being  paid  a  salary  eqaal  to  that 
paid  to  the  Magistrate  in  Wanganai.  During 
the  period  he  had  the  administration  of  the 
Justice  Department  he  endeavoured,  but  vainly, 
on  some  occasions  to  get  professional  men  to 
take  the  positions  of  Magistrates.  They  wanted 
men  who  had  held  good  positions  in  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law — that  was  to  say,  men  who 
had  shown  they  were  fit  to  conduct  a  good 
class  of  legal  business ;  but  they  could  not  ex- 
pect men  who  were  deriving  a  good  income 
from  the  practice  of  their  profession  to  give  up 
the  active  practice  of  that  profession  and  take 
positions  as  Magistrates  unless  sufficient  salary 
and  assured  position  were  offered  them.  With 
regard  to  the  suggestion  that  there  should 
be  fixed  salaries  for  certain  Magistrates, 
and  that  some  of  the  Magistrates  should 
be  classified,  it  was  possible  such  a  Scheme 
would  be  a  wise  one.  At  the  same  time  they 
must  recognise  the  fact  that  we  had  lots  of 
men  who  were  now  Stipendiary  Magistrates, 
and  these  jnen,  who  originally  were  laymen, 
through  their  long  experience  on  the  Bench, 
had  qualified  themselves  to  occupy  the  posi- 
tions they  now  held  ;  but  the  fact  of  their  not 
having  originally  been  educated  in  the  law 
should  not  debar  them  from  receiving  the  best 
appointments  in  the  service.  He  held  strongly, 
however,  that  there  should  be  no  more  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrates  appointed  unless  they 
were  men  of  legal  training.  And  this  was 
not  to  be  brought  about  unless  the  colony 
paid  them  a  sufficient  salary.  He  maintained 
that  many  of  the  salaries  paid  now  to 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrates  were  such  as 
would    not   induce    any    man    to    leave    the 

Practice  of  his  profession  and  enter  the  Justice 
>epartment.  With  regard  to  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  their  salaries  were  not 
what  the  colony  could  afford  to  pay.  He  would 
like  to  see  each  Judge  paid  an  extra  £500  a 
year.  Their  number  was  so  few  that,  so  far  as 
the  estimates  went,  it  would  not  materially 
affect  the  finance,  and,  as  the  Judges  were, 
many  of  them,  arriving  at  an  age  when  they 
would  like  to  take  their  retirement,  it  was  a 
matter  the  House  ought  to  consider  before  new 
appointments  were  made.  If  the  arguments 
he  had  used  applied  to  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates and  their  salaries,  then  it  applied  with 
double  force  to  the  position  of  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  it  was  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  induce  the  senior  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession to  abandon  a  lucrative  business  in  order 
to  take  the  position  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  unless  the  salarv  were  sufficient.  A 
sufficient  salary  should  be  paid  to  induce  the 
very  •  best  men  to  take  the  position .  The  purity 
of  our  Courts  of  justice  and  the  absolute  inde- 
pendence of  the  men  was  the  first  essential  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
such  salary  would  be  given  to  these  men  as 
would  induce  the  very  best  men  to  occupy  the 
seats  on  the  benches. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  question  was 
Captain  Riusel 


continually  cropping  up.  Had  it  occurred  io 
those  who  wished  the  Magistrates  placed  in  a 
position  of  independence  that  they  were  taking 
a  very  low  estimate  of  the  Magistrates  in  this 
country  in  expressing  that  wish?  He  defied 
any  member  of  the  House  to  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  ever  tried  to  influence  any  Magis- 
trate. No  member  of  the  Government  had  ever 
assailed  a  Magistrate  as  far  as  he  knew.  But  it 
was  within  the  range  of  possibility  that  there 
were  other  people — not  the  Government,  not 
members  of  the  House,  and  not  any  political 
party — who  couM  assail  them.  He  went  into 
this  matter  very  carefully  during  the  abeenoe 
of  his  colleague  in  Englsknd,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  what  could  be  done  in  the  matter,  and 
he  told  honourable  members,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  if  they  were  going  to  pot 
Magistrates  in  the  position  they  said,  so  far  as 
the  House  and  the  Government  were  con- 
cerned, then  one-half  the  Magistrates  in  the 
country  would  have  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Hon.  Members. — Why  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers would  drag  it  out  of  him,  he  would  tell 
them.  The  Magistrates  in  some  parts  of  the 
colony  were  indebted  to  banks,  financial  firms, 
and  money-lenders ;  and,  that  being  the  case, 
if  they  were  going  to  place  them  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  Ministry,  and  not  beyond  the 
reach  of  these  people,  they  should  have  to 
dispense  with  them.  He  wished  honourable 
members  to  be  very  careful  about  this  matter; 
and  he  would  not  have  made  the  statements 
he  had  were  he  not  convinced  he  was  right  as 
to  the  dangerous  position  they  wished  to  place 
Magistrates  in,  in  making  them  independent 
of  the  Government  and  not  independent  of 
people  outside.  But  could  the  Govern- 
ment ask  a  Magistrate  to  resign,  if  he  was 
placed  in  the  position  in  which  the  Opposi- 
tion wanted  to  nave  them  placed  ?  He  hoped 
honourable  members  would  not  jump  out  of 
the  frying-pan  into  the  fire  in  this  matter,  by 
placing  the  Magistrates  out  of  the  control  oJf 
those  who  were  responsible  for  the  good 
government  of  the  country,  and  so  leave 
them  in  the  power  of  other  people.  He  re- 
gretted he  had  had  to  say  so  much  on  this 
matter,  but  it  had  been  dragged  out  of  him. 
Honourable  members  on  the  other  side  also 
said  that  Magistrates  were  at  the  beok  and 
call  of  the  Government,  and  that  other  officers 
holding  responsible  positions  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  were  in  the  same  position. 
In  reply  to  that  he  would  say  that  after 
seven  years'  experience  of  Ministerial  life  he 
knew  of  no  officer  who  was  at  the  beck  and 
call  of  the  Government — no  officer  had  so  far 
forgotten  himself  as  to  place  himself  in  that 
position.  He  could  add  that  he  had  never 
interfered  with  any  officer  of  the  Gh>Temmeni 
in  the  sense  referred  to  by  honourable  mem- 
bers. Then,  it  was  said  that  the  salary  of 
the  Judges  should  be  raised;  and  he  would 
ask,  if  they  were  going  to  treat  the  Judges  in 
that  way,  why  not  act  in  the  same  spirit  to- 
wards the  Ministry  of  the  day,  and  after  thej 
had  served  seven  years  give  them  a  pension  ? 
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Ai  present  if  a  Judge  were  wanted  there  would 
be  about  a  dozen  applicants  for  the  post,  and, 
if  he  were  in  a  position  to  offer  such  a  position 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Patea«  he  had 
no  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not 
be  again  found  contesting  his  present  seat. 
If  they  were  going  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
these  present  the  question  became  a  very 
importcmt  one,  as  they  would  also  have  to 
raise  the  salaries  of  other  officers  in  the 
eountry;  for  there  were  many  of  them  who 
would  receive  larger  salaries  than  they  were 
now  gettiug  if  they  left  New  Zealand.  One 
of  their  officers  holding  a  very  responsible 
position  was  offered  last  year  by  the  New  South 
Wales  (jk)vemment  a  very  much  higher  salary 
if  he  left  New  Zealand  and  entered  their  ser- 
vice. Many  of  the  gentlemen  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  manager  of  commercial  houses  in  Wel- 
lington received  far  higher  salaries  than  officers 
of  the  Ooverument,  who  had  far  more  onerous 
duties  to  discharge.  If  the  House  was  in  the 
mood  for  raising  the  salaries  of  the  principal 
officers  all  round  it  was  all  right. 

Mr.  KELLY  said,  as  regarded  the  difference 
between  the  salaries  of  Mr.  Haselden  and  Mr. 
Poynton,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Masterton 
district  and  the  amount  of  work  Mr.  Haselden 
had  got  to  do.  But  he  knew  the  work  that  Mr. 
Poynton  was  called  upon  to  do, — not  only  as 
'Stipendiary  Magistrate,  but  in  his  position  as 
Warden  of  a  very  large  district, — and  he  was 
convinced  from  his  knowledge  of  the  duties  of 
that  gentleman  there  was  no  officer  in  the 
whole  colony  that  had  more  work  to  do.  Not 
only  did  he  perform  the  work  of  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  and  Warden,  but  a  great  deal  of 
extra  work  was  put  on  him  occasionally.  If 
there  was  an  inquiry  in  connection  with  the 
recommendation  of  a  Committee  of  the  House 
it  was  referred  to  Mr.  Poynton  as  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  which  meant  a  large  amount  of 
extra  work.  Apart  from  that  altogether,  his 
salary  of  £400  was  quite  insufficient  for  the 
amount  of  work  he  did;  and  there  was 
not  a  more  able  or  conscientious  officer  in 
the  service.  If  all  other  appointments  made 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  on  an 
equality  with  that  of  Mr.  Poynton  the  country 
would  have  been  well  satisfied.  Every  person 
in  the  community  had  absolute  confidence  in 
him,  and  he  believed  that  nearly  every  appeal 
from  his  decisions  had  been  dismissed  by  the 
Appeal  Ck>ttrt.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would 
see  the  propriety  of  putting  him  on  an 
equality  with  Mr.  Haselden  as  regards  salary. 
He  did  not  carp  at  Mr.  Haselden's  appoint- 
ment at  all,  as  he  believed  he  filled  his  posi- 
tion well.  He  also  noticed  that  the  Assistant 
General  Manager  of  Railways  had  got  an  in- 
crease in  his  salary,  which  brought  it  up 
within  £50  of  the  salary  of  the  General  Man- 
ager. It  seemed  to  him  that  either  the  As- 
sistant Manager  got  too  much  or  that  the 
-General  Manager  had  not  got  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  salary  of  the  General 
Manager  was  the  same  as  received  by  a  Minister 
•of  the  Grown. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that  was  nothing  to  go  by. 


If  Ministers  had  not  enough  they  should  bring 
down  proposals  to  increase  their  salaries.  He 
was  pleased  to  hear  the  Premier  speak  so 
favourably  of  the  Labour  Department,  and 
express  the  opinion  that  officers  of  that  de- 
partment were  underpaid.  He  hoped  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  carry  that 
opinion  to  its  logical  sequence,  and  put  a  sum 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  officials  in  the  four  centres  of  the 
colony,  and  also  the  Under-Secretaries. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  said  it  did  appear  inconsist- 
ent that  Mr.  Poynton  should  receive  only  £400 
while  Mr.  Haselden  received  £50  more.  He 
could  speak  from  personal  knowledge  in  the 
highest  terms  of  Mr.  Poynton,  and  he  hoped 
that  in  the  supplementary  estimates  provision 
would  be  made  to  remove  the  anomaly  in 
respect  of  that  gentleman's  salary.  He  would 
like  to  hear  an  explanation  of  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Greenfield  from  the  West  Coast,  who  was 
well  qualified  for  the  position  of  Warden,  which 
he  held  there,  to  a  district  where  the  business 
was  totally  different,  where  mining  was  un- 
known. Mr.  Greenfield  was  eminently  qualified 
for  the  position  of  Warden,  and  it  was  a  great 
mistake  to  remove  him  to  Palmerston  North, 
where  his  abilities  in  that  respect  were  thrown 
away.  Again,  Mr.  Northcroft,  who  was  giving 
every  satisfaction  in  Auckland,  was  removed  to 
another  part  of  the  colony  where  there  was  no 
work  for  a  Warden.  It  was  complained  on  the 
West  Coast  that  there  were  there  only  three 
Wardens,  whereas  a  few  years  ago  there  were 
five.  The  contention  was  that  the  Wardens 
were  being  overworked,  and  he  understood  that 
complaints  were  being  made  to  the  same  effect 
in  Auckland.  He  would  like  to  heau:  a  Minis- 
terial explanation. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Minister 
of  Lands  had  said  that  surely  they  must  have 
a  low  estimate  of  Magistrates  on  that  side  of 
the  House.  Now,  nothing  had  fallen  from  any 
member  on  that  side  of  the  House  to  warrant 
such  a  statement.  When  the  Minister  chal- 
lenged them  to  say  whether  any  member  of  the 
Government  had  ever  attempted  to  influence 
the  Bench  he  would  point  out  to  him  there 
were  infiuences  of  two  kinds,  or,  rather,  that 
pressure  on  a  Magistrate  might  be  exer- 
cised in  two  different  ways.  There  was  a 
direct  and  an  indirect  method,  and  the  differ- 
ence between  them  was  probably  that  the 
indirect  method  adopted  by  the  Government 
was  a  great  deal  worse  than  the  direct.  If 
a  member  of  the  Government  were  to  say  to 
a  Magistrate  from  his  place  in  the  House,  or 
from  his  office,  '*  You  shall  not  do  this  or  you 
shall  not  do  that,"  the  country  would  be  up  in 
arms  about  it  at  once.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man knew  he  could  not  do  that.  But  there 
was  an  indirect  method  by  which  such  things 
could  be  done  which  was  extremely  de- 
moralising, and  which  at  the  same  time 
was  calculated  to  escape  attention.  A  Magis- 
trate, in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  in  the  country 
— a  very  capable  and  honest  man,  and  much 
respected  by  every  person  who  knew  him — gave 
a  decision  in  a  particular  case.    How  did  the 
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Minister  of  Lands  comment  upon  it  ?  He  said 
it  was  the  decision  of  a  fool  of  a  Magistrate. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  —  Perfectly  right;  a 
foolish  decision  by  a  Magistrate  for  whom 
Government  was  not  responsible. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  told  them  in  the  House 
that  no  member  of  the  Government 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  colleague,  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  never  said  in  the  House  *'  the 
decision  of  a  fool  of  a  Magistrate." 

Mr.M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Minister 
of  Lands  said  it  in  public,  at  all  events,  and  he 
indorsed  it  in  the  House  now.  He  (Mr.  M. 
J.  S.  Mackenzie)  repeated  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  it ;  and  every  one  in  the  House 
knew  he  said  it.  Now,  was  not  that  an 
attempt  of  the  most  pernicious  kind  to  in- 
fluence the  Magistracy  ?  Magistrates  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government,  could  be  shifted 
by  the  Government,  and  dismissed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  they  could  be  shifted  from  a 
higher  to  a  lower  position,  and  from  a  higher  to 
a  lower  salary ;  and  what  could  they  possibly 
think  when  they  heard  a  Minister  who  had 
such  power  over  them  pronounce  one  of  their 
numbisr  "  a  fool  of  a  Magistrate,"  because  he 
gave  an  honest  decision  ?  And  if  these  Magis- 
trates were  not  what  he  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie) 
believed  them  to  be — thoroughly  independent 
and  impartial  men,  with  a  higher  sense  of  duty 
than  some  of  those  who  occupied  a  higher 
position — he  believed  they  might  be  influenced 
by  such  remarks  to  an  extent  most  injurious  to 
the  people  of  the  colony.  He  also  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  another  indirect 
influence  exercised,  not  over  a  Magistrate,  but 
over  a  judicial  officer  of  a  much  higher  grade, 
when  he  gave  a  decision  not  satisfactory  to  the 
Government.  What  did  a  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment— and  he  must  look  direct  at  his 
honourable  friend  again — say  of  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court?  A  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  gave  a  decision  which  was  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Government  in  some  way,  and  was 
pronounced  to  be  **  a  Tory  Judge."  He  under- 
stood, too,  that  in  a  Committee  of  the  House, 
when  a  particular  case  was  by  Act  coming 
before  the  Supreme  Court  the  other  day,  the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  exclude  two 
Judges  from  sitting  upon  that  case.  Was  not 
conduct  such  as  that  calculated  to  exert  an 
injurious  influence  upon  the  entire  Bench? 
It  was  most  fortunate  that  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  were  entirely  independent  of 
the  Government,  and  even  of  this  House. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  it  must  be  felt 
that  disrespectful  allusions  to  Judges  and 
Magistrates  should  not  be  allowed  in  Parlia- 
ment. What  was  more,  it  was  against  (he 
Standing  Orders.  May  laid  that  down  clearly. 
He  was  sure  that  members  would  feel  that  it 
was  not  right  that  these  reflections  should  be 
cast  on  Judges.  The  Judges  ought  to  be  placed 
in  an  independent  position ;  and  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  who  appointed  Judges  should  not  be 
allowed  to  reflect  on  them  in  any  way  what- 
ever. He  thought  the  Magistrates  should  be 
independent  of  Ministerial  influence,  and  re- 
Mr,  M,  J,  S,  Mackenzie 


movable  only  as  were  Judges  of  the  Sopreme 
Court — by  petition  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  the  ground  of  misconduct;  and 
if  any  question  came  up  which  would 
make  the  position  of  the  Judges  still  more 
independent  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  was 
glad  to  see  it  was  proposed  to  spend  more 
money  on  the  forests  this  year;  bat  a  gzea6 
deal  more  ought  to  be  done  for  forestry.  A 
report  which  had  been  published  by  Mr.  G.  8. 
Perrin  on  the  New  Zealand  forests  stated,  on 
page  19,  that  "  the  state  of  the  New  Zealand 
forests  I  found  during  my  recent  tour  sneh  as 
to  urgently  demand  close  and  immediate  atten- 
tion. They  are  generally  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition," and  that,  unless  drastic  legislation 
were  passed  on  the  subject,  nothing  ooald 
save  the  timber  reserves  from  practical  ex- 
tinction within  the  next  thirty  or  forty 
years.  The  £4,000  would  be  no  use  anlesa 
a  special  department  were  set  up  and  the 
thing  properly  taken  in  hand.  Some  ineffec- 
tual attempts  had  been  made  to  preserve  the 
forests,  but  so  far  nothing  practical  had  beem 
done.  He  was  not  saying  that  the  Government 
did  not  intend  to  do  anything,  but  up  to  the 
present  time  they  had  only  tinkered  with  the 
matter.  Hundreds  of  thousands  would  some 
day  have  to  be  spent  on  the  forests ;  but  in  tho 
meantime,  by  careful  conservation,  millions 
could  be  saved. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  item  immediately 
under  consideration  involved  the  whole  oondnct 
of  Ministers  with  reference  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  he  would  ask  the  Government  to 
tell  the  House  two  or  three  things  about  their 
action  in  regard  to  the  Council.  First  of  alU 
he  would  like  the  honourable  member  to  say 
whether  there  was  not  other  correspondence 
than  that  put  before  them  with  regard  to  the 
last  batch  of  members  appointed  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council;  and  he  would  like  to  ask 
him 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
asked  if  this  matter  could  be  discussed  at  this 
stage.  The  Legislative  CounoiUors'  salaries 
were  not  on  the  estimates:  they  were  paid 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  In  fact,  it  was  a  well- 
established  rule  that  the  salaries  of  those  in 
another  place  could  not  be  brought  under 
review. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  pointed  out  that  they  had 
already  been  discussing  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  a  number  of  other  matters, 
as  was  the  general  rule  when  the  first  item  of 
the  estimates  came  up,  and  he  did  not  see 
any  reason  why  this  matter  should  not  be 
discussed. 

Mr.  PIBANI  referred  Mr.  Chairman  to  M«e 
8  of  the  estimates.  Under  the  head  of  ''Per- 
manent Charges "  there  appeared  Uie  item 
'*  Payment  of  members  of  both  Houses,"  and, 
although  those  items  could  not  be  reduced,  he 
contended  they  were  open  to  discussion. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  submitted  that  a  refer- 
ence  to  any  particular  item  was  not  necessary 
to  justify  general  comment  when  the  first  item 
of  the  estimates  came  before  the  Committee. 
On  that  occasion  the  Committee  could  disouss- 
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anything  and  eyerything  contained  in  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  wish  to  press  his 
opinions  nnduly  npon  the  Chair,  bat  he  had 
never  before  known  the  permanent  charges 
to  be  disonssed.  If  they  did  that,  they  might 
go  into  the  question  of  interest  and  sinking 
fond,  and  everything  else. 

Mr.  MOORE  wonld  point  oat  that,  besides 
the  matter  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  in  page  8,  there  was  also, 
under  Glass  II.,  the  salary  of  a  Minister  pro- 
vided for.  As  a  Minister's  salary  was  referred 
to  in  this  partionlar  olass — namely,  Permanent 
Charges— and  the  honorariam  of  members  was 
also  referred  to,  surely  they  were  entitled  to 
discuss  the  appointment  of  members  to  the 
Council. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  pointed  out  that  evi- 
dently it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature, 
by  putting  the  salaries  of  Legislative  Coun- 
cillors under  the  heading  of  "Permanent 
Charges,"  to  prevent  the  discussion  of  the 
salaries  paid  to  them.  If  they  had  not  the 
right  io  discuss  the  salary  —  and  he  con- 
tended they  had  not — then  they  had  no  right 
to  discuss  the  appointments  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  contended  that, 
in  discussing  the  item,  there  was  no  financial 
aspect  for  either  the  Legislative  Council  or 
House  of  Representatives  that  could  be  with- 
drawn from  that  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  must  rule  that  any 
discussion  on  the  policy  or  action  of  the  Qo- 
vemment  in  making  appointments  to  the 
Legislative  Council  could  not  be  allowed.  The 
rule  was  laid  down  that  they  could  discuss  the 
whole  of  the  estimates  when  the  first  item  was 
under  consideration,  but  he  ruled  that  that 
meant  only  those  estimates  which  the  Commit- 
tee had  anything  to  do  with.  For  the  informa- 
tion of  honourable  members,  he  might  point 
out  that  in  the  first  part  of  the  estimates  as 
printed  there  was  a  list  showing  the  amount 
appropriated  by  permanent  Acts  of  Parliament. 
The  Committee  had  nothing  to  do  with  these 
appropriations,  and  it  was  not  competent, 
under  the  head  of  salaries  or  other  charges,  to 
discuss  the  action  of  the  Government  or  con- 
duct of  Ministers  in  making  recommendations 
or  communicating  with  the  Governor  with  re- 
gard to  appointments  to  the  Legislative  Council. 
They  could  only  discuss  the  estimates  which 
this  Committee  had  authority  to  deal  with,  and 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  any 
of  those  estimates. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  wished  to  move,  That  this 
amount  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £1,  as  an 
indication  that  the  recent  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  recommending  three  rejected 
candidates  for  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  be  appointed  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  has  not  the  approval  of  this  Commit- 
tee. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  could  only  accept 
the  amendment  for  the  reduction  of  the 
amount,  but  he  ceuld  not  accept  the  reasons. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  to  draw  attention 
to  the  case  -which  occurred  in  the  House  of 


Commons,  where  a  motion  was  made  for  the 
reduction  of  a  salary  by  £1  as  an  indication  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  army  stores,  and  the  result 
of  which  was  the  resignation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  precedent  did  not 
alter  his  ruling  at  all,  because  that  precedent 
referred  to  the  question  of  expenditure,  while 
this  amendment  proposed  to  question  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  making  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Governor  with  regard  to  ap- 
pointments to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wished  to  know  whether  thcT 
could  discuss  anything  appearing  in  the  esti- 
mates before  Class  I. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  No. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  a  most  extraordinary  thing 
occurred.  The  Act  provided  that  £600  was  to 
be  voted  as  the  salary  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  while  it  appeared  that  £700  had  been 
paid.  Were  they  not  to  be  allowed  to  discuss 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  paying  £100 
more  than  the  Act  provided  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  amounted  to  a  new  departure— one 
which,  he  thought,  would,  if  strictly  applied, 
interfere  with  the  liberty  of  debate— and  he 
was  inclined  to  move  to  report  progress,  because 
until  the  point  was  settled  nothing  could  be 
expected  to  be  done. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  had  carefully  con- 
sidered the  point,  after  hearing  many  honour- 
able members  who  had  given  their  views  upon 
it,  and  he  adhered  to  his  ruling — that  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  first  item  of  the  estimates  could 
be  allowed  only  on  the  estimates  which  the 
Committee  had  authority  to  deal  with.  The 
sums  that  were  appropriated  under  special  Acts 
of  Parliament,  he  ruled,  were  not  referred  to 
the  Committee  to  deal  with.  He  admitted  the 
ruling  was  on  a  new  point,  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee thought  it  was  not  in  accordance  with 
the  Standing  Orders,  he  was  quite  willing  to 
take  a  motion  to  report  progress,  with  the  view 
of  asking  the  ruling  of  Mr.  Speaker  on  the 
matter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,  if  the  ruling  was 
right  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  discussing 
the  department  at  all,  and  he  would  move 
another  amendment.  He  would  move.  That 
they  report  progress,  with  the  view  of  asking  the 
Speaker's  ruling  on  the  point. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  so  long  as  he  was 
assured  that  the  wish  was  simply  to  get  the 
opinion  of  the  Speaker  on  the  point  raised  he 
had  no  objection,  but  if  the  object  was  to  block 
business  and  prevent  the  first  item  going 
through  that  night  he  would  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Premier,  seeing 
that  he  acknowledged  this  to  be  a  very  nice 
point,  and  a  point  of  very  great  importance 
indeed,  whether  it  was  proper  for  him  to  seek 
to  impose  an  unfair  condition  on  the  House 
before  consenting  to  adjourn  the  debate  in 
order  that  Mr.  Speaker  might  be  asked  to  give 
his  ruling.  Was  that  a  proper  position  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  leader  of  the  House 
to  take  up  ? 
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Mr.  TANNEB  wished  to  call  the  Ghauman's 
atteotion  to  a  statement  just  made,  and  to 
which  the  House  had  appeared  to  pay  little  or 
no  attention,  for  they  had  got  into  a  rather 
confused  discussion  ahout  Judges  and  Magis- 
trates and  points  of  order,  and  seemed  to  be 
overlooking  their  first  duty  there — that  was, 
the  control  of  the  public  funds.  He  understood 
that  the  Chairman  was  insisting  on  the  dis- 
cussion being  confined  to  the  estimates  they 
had  so  far  begun  with  on  page  8,  Class  I.  But 
a  number  of  items  had  during  the  last  twelve 
months — since  the  last  estimates  were  printed 
— been  inserted  in  these  pages,  from  1  to  8, 
-which  he  believed  were  formerly  the  subjects 
of  discussion  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Under  the  Act. 

Mr.  TANNER  admitted  that  they  were 
under  special  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  and  so 
were  classed  as  "  Permanent  Charges  " ;  but 
he  appealed  to  the  Chairman  to  state  distinctly 
to  the  House  whether  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent the  House  discussing  any  of  these  items, 
or  attempting  to  elicit  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  expenditure  involved ;  otherwise 
the  process  which  was  already  beginning 
would,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  extend  a 

r.t  deal  further,  and  the  House  might 
that  event  just  as  well  not  have  any 
estimates  printed,  for  all  they  would  know 
about  them.  He  would  call  attention  to 
one  or  two  points.  They  found  that  by 
the  Sea-fisheries  Act  of  1894,  £74  was  ex- 
pended last  year,  but  no  money  had  been 
voted.  Was  he  not  in  order  in  asking  about 
the  expenditure  of  that  money?  There  was 
a  great  principle  involved  in  this.  On  page 
6,  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  it  appeared  that 
whereas  by  Act  £600  was  paid  annually,  as 
fixed  by  Act,  for  the  salary  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  £700  had  been  expended.  Was  it 
not  right,  just,  and  legitimate  to  ask  why  that 
jglOO  extra  had  been  expended,  and  in  what 
direction  ?  It  might  be  capable  of  the  simplest 
Explanation ;  but  if  the  House  did  not  ask  a 
question  on  that  point,  and  allowed  such  items 
to  pass  in  silence,  the  House  deserved  to  be 
placed  in  any  position  that  it  might  be  placed 
in  in  the  future. 

Progress  reported. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  directed  him  to  report  progress, 
with  a  view  of  asking  Mr.  Speaker's  opinion  on 
a  ruling  that  he  (the  Chairman)  had  given 
from  the  chair.  The  ruling  was  on  a  question 
as  to  whether  Mr.  RoUeston  was  in  order  in 
discussing  appointments  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  certain  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  the  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Government  with  regard  to 
those  appointments.  He  ruled  that  on  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  first  item  in  the  estimates  no 
euch  question  could  be  discussed,  and  that 
only  the  whole  of  the  estimates  which  the 
Committee  of  Supply  was  asked  to  pass  could 
be  discussed  in  the  consideration  of  the 
first  item  in  the  estimates— that  was,  the 
whole  of  the  estimates  from  Class  I.  to 
Class  XYII.    Another  question  was  also  reused, 


whether  an  amendment  could  be  moved, 
"  That  the  first  item  be  reduced  by  £1,  aa  an 
indication  that  the  recent  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  recommending  three  rejected 
candidates  for  the  House  of  RepreseBtattves 
to  be  appointed  as  members  of  the  Legtsiative 
Council  had  not  the  approval  of  that  Com- 
mittee." He  also  ruled  that  an  amendment 
in  that  form  oould  not  be  put.  He  had  to 
ask,  therefore,  whether  his  two  rulings,  in  Mc 
Speaker's  opinion,  were  or  were  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Standing  Orders.  He  dis- 
tinctly mentioned  to  the  Committee  that  any 
items  on  the  estimates  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  the  members  of  Committee 
had  full  power  to  discuss. 

Captain  RUSSELL  did  not  know  whether 
Mr.  Speaker  would  hear  any  argument  on  the 
point.  He  would  refer  to  the  case  where  the 
fate  of  the  Rosebery  Ministry  was  oonoemed. 
They  had  not  sufficient  military  stores,  and  an 
amendment  on  the  vote  was  made  to  reduce 
Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman's  salary  by  £1  to 
express  the  feeling  of  the  House  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  neglected  its  duty  in  not  making 
sufficient  provision  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  question  arose  as  to 
whether  they  could  discuss  those  portions  of 
the  estimates  under  the  head  of  "  Permanent 
Charges." 

Hon.  MsMBEBS.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  how  the  ques- 
tion arose,  and,  as  Legislative  Councillors' 
salaries  and  salaries  of  members  of  the  House 
were  there,  he  raised  the  point  of  order  himself 
— that  they  could  not  be  discussed,  as  they 
were  placed  there  under  the  head  of  "  Perma- 
nent Charges,"  and  were  not  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  was  on  that  question — could  they 
be  under  review— that  the  point  was  raised, 
his  contention  being  that  they  were  not  under 
their  supervision  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  would  like  to  observe  in  the 
the  first  instance — and  he  spoke  as  one  who 
had  been  for  a  long  time  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees— that  it  had  always  been  held  by  him 
that  it  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  a  Chair- 
man's influence  if  honourable  members  were  to 
suppose  that  an  appeal  lay  from  the  Chairman's 
decision  to  the  Speaker.  Such  a  course  would 
be  entirely  subversive  of  the  Chairman's  autho- 
rity. The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
invariably  declined  to  review  the  decision  of 
the  Chairman  of  Cooomittees.  In  this  case, 
however,  as  the  Committee  had  raferred  the 
Chairman's  ruling  to  him,  he  was  called  upon 
to  express  his  opinion.  He  should  deal  with 
the  case  last  mentioned  by  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  first,  and  which  was  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay. 
His  decision  was  that  it  was  competent  lor  Mr. 
Rolleston  to  propose  such  a  reduotion  as  was 
proposed  on  the  first  item— namely,  that  a  re- 
duction of  £1  might  be  submitted  as  an  indica- 
tion of  whatever  views  the  honourable  member 
held;  but  the  words  expressing  those  views 
should  not  form  part  of  the  resolution,  as  the 
powers  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  were  limited 
to  voting,  refusing,  or  reducing  the  items,  and 
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the  Oommittoe  of  Supply  had  no  other  f  auction. 
It  WM  quite  ont  of  order  that  the  proposed  re- 
daction should  be  coupled  with  the  words  that 
had  been  quoted  to  him  by  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
Guinness),  and  which  amonnted  to  an  attempt 
io  pass  a  resolution  condemnatory  of  the  course 
of  action  taken  by  the  Government,  the  proper 
place  for  which  might  be  found  in  an  amend- 
ment on  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply,  subject  to  the  ordinary  rule  that 
amendments  should  not  deal  with  matters  to 
be  considered  in  Committee  of  Supply.  As  to 
the  other  point,  with  regard  to  the  charges 
aathorised  by  permanent  Acts,  his  ruling  must 
be  that  such  charges  did  not  come  within  the 
porview  of  the  Committee  of  Supply.  The 
Committee  were  limited  to  dealing  with  the 
annual  grants,  and  not  with  the  permanent 
grants.  The  fact  that  these  charges  were 
shown  on  the  preliminary  pages  of  the  annual 
estimates  did  not  bring  them  under  the  Com- 
mitttee's  review.  That  he  held  to  be  quite 
<  Q  out  of  order.  With  regard  to  the  two 
points  submitted  for  his  opinion,  he 
was  quite  clear  that  the  Chairman's  decision 
was  correct,  that  what  the  Committee  had  to 
do  was  the  consideration  of  the  annual  esti- 
mates and  not  the  permanent  charges,  and 
that  the  attaching  of  words  to  the  redaction 
proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rolleston  was  not  in 
order.  Having  carefully  considered  the  cases 
submitted  to  him,  his  ruling  was  to  uphold  the 
decision  of  the  Chairman  on  the  two  points. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  was  it  competent 
for  them  to  discuss  the  correspondence  upon 
the  appointment  of  Legislative  Councillors  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  understand 
the  question. 

Mr.  PIBAKI  asked,  if  he  might  be  permitted 
to  put  a  question :  If  the  permanent  charges 
were  ezoeeded,  and  a  vote  came  down  on  the 
estimates  in  addition  to  the  permanent  charges, 
could  not  that  increase  be  discussed  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable 
member  was  submitting  a  hypothetical  case  on 
which  it  was  not  in  order  for  Mr.  Speaker  to 
give  a  ruling. 

-  Mr.  PIBANI  said,  Ko ;  there  was  an  addi- 
tional sum  on  the  present  estimates. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  said,  "  If  certain  supplementary  estimates 
were  sent  down?  " 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  if  he  might  be  permitted 
to  explain.  On  the  estimates  there  was  an 
amount  fixed  by  Act  of  £600,  and  in  the  expen- 
diture column  it  was  £700.  Was  it  not  compe- 
tent for  them  to  allude  to  that  extra  amount 
that  was  not  authorised  by  Act  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  quite  catch 
the  point  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston.  In  fact,  he  thought  he  was  only 
asked  by  the  Committee  to  decide  the  two 
points  upon  which  he  had  given  his  decision. 
He  declared  the  House  again  in  Committee  to 
consider  the  estimates. 

IS  COMMITTEB. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  been  accused 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 


(Mr.  Scobie  Maokende)  of  having  called  a 
Magistrate  a  fool  and  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  a  Tory,  and  he  wished  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  an  explanation  of  what  he  did 
say.  A  deputation  waited  upon  him  on  one 
occasion  complaiuing  bitterly  of  the  actions  of 
a  Magistrate,  and  what  he  said  to  the  deputa- 
tion was  this :  that  the  Gk>vemment  could  not 
help  the  Magistrate  giving  a  foolish  decision. 
Then,  as  to  the  term  "  Tory  Judge  " :  In  the 
House  about  two  years  ago,  about  the  time  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  was  in  trouble,  an 
honourable  member  suggested  that  a  certain 
question  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  he  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie)  interjected, 
*'  to  a  Tory  Judge."  At  that  time  the  Dunedin 
newspapers  took  the  question  up,  and  put  the 
cap  on  Judge  Williams. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  never  did  so 
to-night. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  referred  to  a  Dunedin  Judge.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie)  never  meant  Judge  Wil- 
liams at  all ;  but  if  the  cap  fitted  him  he  could 
put  it  on.  He  meant  Judge  Conolly,  and  he 
was  not  afraid  to  say  so.  Judge  Conolly 
dragged  his  name  up  on  the  Supreme  Court 
bench.  He  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie)  had  given  an 
explanation  of  this  matter  on  the  public  plat- 
forms of  the  colony.  His  explanation  was  this : 
that,  on  a  certain  occasion  when  a  "  dummy  ** 
case  was  brought  before  Judge  Conolly,  the 
Judge  expressed  himself  strongly  with  re- 
gard to  his  (Mr.  J.  MoKenzie 's)  conduct  as 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  He  took  occasion 
on  the  public  platforms  of  the  colony  to  de- 
nounce the  Judge  for  doing  so.  The  Judge  had 
no  right  to  refer  to  him  in  his  duty  as  a  Minister. 
As  he  had  said,  on  the  occasion  alluded  to  he 
referred  to  Judge  Conolly,  and  not  to  Judge 
Williams.  It  had  been  stated  in  the  OUigo 
Daily  Timet  that  he  referred  to  Judge  Wil- 
liams, when  he  did  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  he  had  been  accused  of 
interfering  with  Magistrates.  There  had  been 
neither  direct  nor  indirect  interference  with 
Magistrates.  With  regard  to  Constable  Law- 
less, he  might  state  that  he  was  retired,  because 
at  the  time  he  committed  the  act  of  immorality 
he  was  on  leave — he  was  not  an  officer  under 
control.  He  was  punished  by  being  dismissed. 
The  question  was  asked  if  this  would  debar 
him  from  applying  for  a  public-house  license — 
that  was,  would  it  be  urged  against  him  by  the 
police?  On  looking  over  the  papers  it  was 
found  that  the  head  of  the  Force  had  stated 
that  this  act  of  immorality  would  not  be  placed 
against  him  when  he  applied  for  a  public- 
house.  On  the  faith  of  that  the  man  entered 
upon  a  commercial  transaction,  and  then  the 
charge  was  brought  up.  This  was  really  a 
breach  of  faith.  The  evidence  was  not  such  as 
would  warrant  the  Government  in  saying  that 
for  all  time  the  man  should  not  enter  into 
business.  At  the  time  the  Inspector  was  away 
in  the  King-country,  or  he  would  have  told  the 
sergeant  to  withdraw  the  objection  on  the 
ground  mentioned.  As  he  was  away  the  com- 
munication was  made  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
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LioenBing  Oommittee,  for  the  Magistrate  was 
not  oooupying  his  position  as  a  Magistrate,  but 
was  simply  acting  as  Ohairman  of  the  Licensing 
Oommittee.  On  the  strength  of  this  he  had 
been  charged  with  interfering  with  a  Magis- 
trate; but  the^  had  always  been  careful  to 
avoid  either  direct  or  indirect  interference 
with  Magistrates.  On  that  point  he  held  very 
strong  opinions.  To  interfere  with  the  decisions 
of  Magistrates  would  be  to  sap  the  whole 
foundation  of  justice,  and  he  was  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  showing  that  the  charge  that 
had  been  made  against  him  was  absolutely  un- 
founded. He  hflbd  never  asked  for  the  removal 
of  two  Judges  from  a  case.  What  he  had  said 
was  that  if  something  was  referred  to  two 
Judges  he  was  sure  it  would  not  meet  with 
satisfaction,  and  he  would  not  wish  to  put 
them  into  that  {wsition. 

Mr.  MONK  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of 
che  Government  to  an  occurrence  in  Auckland 
where  a  woman  of  bad  character,  who  had 
been  away  from  her  husband  for  sixteen  years, 
had  brought  an  action  against  him  for  her 
maintenance.  Mr.  Northcroft  heard  and  dis- 
missed the  case  on  account  of  the  wife's  im- 
propriety of  behaviour.  The  case  had  lately 
been  heard  before  Mr.  Brabant,  who  ha'd  sen- 
tenced the  man  to  find  a  surety  for  £50  and  pay 
10b.  a  week.  It  was  a  case  of  extreme  hard- 
ship, and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
make  inquiries  into  the  matter.  In  regard  to 
forestry,  he  thought,  unless  the  Government 
went  in  for  a  thorough  system,  the  amount 
placed  on  the  estimates  would  be  wasted.  He 
knew  of  a  district  where  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  young  kauri -trees  had  been  burnt 
down  on  ground  that  was  useless  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  and  half  a  million  of 
money  would  not  replace  the  arboreation 
with  which  Nature  had  clothed  it.  He  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
this  subject  years  ago.  Some  eight  or  nine 
years  ago  an  endowment  of  a  forest  was 
awarded  to  the  Girls'  High  School  in  Auckland, 
and  he  (Mr.  Monk)  having  been  asked  to  in- 
spect it,  advised  that  it  should  be  as  quickly 
as  possible  turned  into  cash,  feeling  there  was 
no  security  for  the  preservation  of  forests.  A 
few  years  later  a  fire  ravaged  it,  and  it  had 
since  been  sold  for  very  much  less  than  it  would 
have  brought  if  a  fire  had  not  ravaged  it.  A 
large  sum  of  money  had  already  been  spent  on 
forestry,  and  a  nursery  had  been  set  up  for  pro- 
ducing young  trees,  but  he  found  he  had  had 
to  pay  twice  as  much  for  the  trees  from  that 
nursery  as  a  relative  of  his  had  got  them 
for  in  the  open  market.  Such  work  as  this 
could  be  very  much  better  done  by  private 
enterprise.  Unless  there  was  a  well-regulated 
and  honestly-supervised  system  adopted  by  the 
State  there  was  no  certainty  in  the  conserva- 
tion of  the  forests,  particularly  up  North. 
During  a  dry  summer  they  might  have  much 
of  them  turned  to  ashes.  This  had  been  the 
case  to  a  great  extent  with  the  Puhipuhi 
Forest  and  other  forests,  through  a  fire  intro- 
duced by  gum- diggers  and  others  burning  ofi 
the  adjacent  fern.  Why  did  not  the  Govern- 
Mr,  Seddon 


ment  start  and  grow  native  trees  such  as  the 
puriri  and  other  trees  along  the  railway-line, 
instead  of  growing  gums  as  they  were  doing 
now?  There  was  too  much  rain  in  this 
country  for  the  timber  of  gum-trees  to  be 
valuable.  They  should  grow  the  trees  which 
Nature  had  taught  them  would  flourish,  and 
besides  being  specially  beautiful,  would  be 
of  great  value  in  the  future.  He  hoped  the 
Premier  would  bestow  some  attention  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  felt  deeply  intezMied 
in  this  subject,  and  he  agreed  that  something 
must  be  done,  otherwise  posterity  would  say 
they  had  not  been  fitted  to  govern  the  country. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  spoke  of  two  Magis- 
trates' decisions  on  a  question  having  been  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  one  another,  and  asked 
that  the  Minister  of  Justice  should  interfere 
with  the  Bench  in  consequence  thereof. 

Mr.  MONK  said  he  had  simply  called  atten- 
tion  to  the  case,  and  if  the  decision  had  been 
given  according  to  law,  then  some  clause  should 
be  introduced  to  afford  relief. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  not  his  duty 
to  interpret  the  law  for  the  Bench,  as  the 
honourable  member  evidently  wished.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  very  properly  desired 
to  maintain  the  independence  of  the  Bench. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  at  one  time  was 
Minister  of  Justice,  and  yet  took  no  steps  in 
the  direction  of  maintaining  the  position  he 
advocated,  or  of  equalising  the  salaries  of  Magis- 
trates. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Yes. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— Why  did  you  not 
carry  it  into  effect  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Because  you  turned 
me  out. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  thought  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  back  on  those  benches  he 
would  be  quite  content  with  the  present  posi- 
tion. With  regard  to  the  Magistrates  gene- 
rally, he  would  be  very  pleased  indeed  if  steps 
could  be  taken  to  classify  the  Magistrates  and 
the  Justice  Department.  There  was  no  doubt 
in  most  instances  the  Magistrates  were  hard- 
worked  ;  but  with  the  exception  of  one  Magis- 
trate who  complained  of  being  overworked,  there 
had  been  no  complaints.  They  were  working 
willingly,  and  doing  their  work  honestly  and 
well.  On  the  goldfields,  at  times,  Magistrates 
were  overworked.    At  times  there  was  an  in- 

.  QQ  crease  of  work  in  the  Wardens'  Couits, 
but  at  other  times  the  work  was  not  so 
heavy.  If  the  pressure  of  work  that  was  being 
experienced  owing  to  the  spurt  in  mining  oca- 
tinned,  then  the  question  of  appointing  an- 
other Magistrate  or  Magistrates  would  have  to 
be  considered.  He  might  say  the  only  reason 
why  Magistrates  were  removed  from  one  plaoa 
to  another  was  that  periodical  changes  were 
desirable.  That  was  the  only  reason  for  making 
the  changes  that  had  been  made. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  asked  a  question,  and  he  was  going  to 
answer  it.  He  asked  why  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  when  he  was  in  office,  did  not  take 
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Btops  to  bring  aboat  the  change  be  now  ad- 
vocated. His  answer  was  that  at  that  time 
the  neceaeity  never  arose  for  protecting  those 
who  were  charged  with  the  administration  of 
justice.  The  Goyemment  of  the  day  never 
interfered,  directly  or  indirectly,  as  was  now  an- 
lortanately  the  case. 

Mr.  MONK  said  he  did  not  desire  to  have 
the  course  of  law  interfered  with;  he  only 
wished  to  impress  the  Minister  that  it  was 
desirable  a  clause  shoald  be  introduced  to  save 
a  man  from  having  the  penalty  inflicted  upon 
him  of  having  to  pay  10s.  a  week  towards  the 
support  of  a  bad  wife,  who  was  a  prostitute, 
and  had  been  living  away  from  the  man  for 
sixteen  years,  while  at  the  same  time  the  man 
was  scarcely  able  to  keep  himself,  being  seventy 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  an  order  of  that 
kind  could  always  be  varied  on  an  application 
for  rehearing  to  the  Magistrate,  if  it  could  be 
shown  that  an  injustice  had  been  done.    To 

gut  the  matter  to  a  test,  he  suggested  that  the 
onourable  member  and  himself  de&ay  be- 
tween them  the  cost  of  such  an  application  to 
the  Magistrate. 

Mr.  MONK  said  he  would  furnish  the  Pre- 
mier  with  the  papers  in  connection  with  the 


Mr.  McGUIRE  was  pleased  to  hear  the 
reference  made  as  to  placing  their  Magistrates 
in  a  different  position.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  they,  as  well  as  the  District 
Judges,  should  have  their  salaries  fixed,  and,  in 
addition  to  that,  they  should  hold  office  during 
ability  and  good  behaviour.  They  would  then 
be  independent,  and  people  would  have  some 
respect  for  the  law.  Juages  should  be  able  to 
dispense  justice  without  fear  or  favour,  but 
they  were  not  in  that  position  now. 

Mr.  PIRANI  thought  there  was  a  mania  on 
the  part  of  the  department  to  move  the  Judges 
to  places  where  they  would  be  able  to  live  a 
life  of  single  blessedness.  Ic  was  extraordinary 
to  see  the  number  of  Magistrates  in  the  colony 
who  lived  at  hotels ;  and  as  things  were  now, 
they  could  not  be  expected  to  make  homes 
for  themselves  and  their  families  when  they 
might  be  shifted  at  any  time  from  pillar  to 
post.  There  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Brabant,  who 
made  a  home  for  himself  in  Wanganui,  but 
he  was  spirited  away  to  Auckland ;  and  Mr. 
Northcroft,  a  very  able  man,  was  removed 
from  Auckland  to  Wanganui.  It  was  an 
extraordinary  thing  that  Mr.  Nonhcroft's  re- 
moval was  made  after  he  had  found  some 
policemen  guilty  of  conspiracy  and  perjury. 
He  did  not  say  that  he  was  removed  in  conse- 
quence of  that,  but  it  was  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  a  Magistrate  like  Mr.  Northcroft, 
who  was  well  qualified  for  a  position  in  one  of 
the  largest  centres  of  the  colony,  was  sent  to 
Wanganui  simply  to  do  work  up  and  down  the 
coast,  the  most  important  part  of  which  was 
done  by  the  District  Judge.  Then,  in  the  Wai- 
rarapa  district,  there  was  a  Magistrate  living 
there  without  his  family,  who  remained  in 
Wellington.  Then,  Mr.  Qreenfield,  one  of  the 
best  Wardens    in    the    colony,    was  sent    to 


PaUnerston  North  to  act  as  Resident  Magis- 
trate there.  All  this  showed  the  necessity  for 
something  being  done  to  place  these  Magistrates 
on  a  better  footing.  To  expect  men  like  these, 
with  the  salaries  which  were  paid  to  them,  and 
liable  to  be  shifted  about  whenever  the  Depart- 
ment thought  another  shuffling  of  the  cards 
necessary,  was  an  argument  against  appointing 
men  who  had  not  private  fortunes  to  keep  up 
the  position.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  say  that  if  Magistrates'  appoint- 
ments were  maide  permanent  some  ot  them 
would  have  to  be  dismissed,  because  they  were 
now  in  an  impecunious  position.  It  was  far 
more  important  that  they  should  be  dismissed 
now,  when  they  were  not  in  an  independent 
position  as  far  as  the  Government  were  con- 
cerned, than  that  they  should  be  dismissed  when 
their  appointments  were  made  permanent. 
Something  was  lacking  in  connection  with  the 
whole  system  of  justice,  not  only  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Magistrates'  Courts,  but  the 
District  Courts,  and  the  Supreme  Courts. 
He  thought  very  good  work  could  be  done 
by  taking  this  matter  in  hand.  He  was 
astounded  to  hear  the  Minister  of  Lands  say 
that  night  that  he  had  taken  in  hand  daring 
the  Premier's  absence  the  consideration  of  the 
position  of  the  administrators  of  justice  in  our 
Courts.  Where  was  the  Minister  of  Justice  that 
it  should  be  thought  the  duty  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands  to  consider  representations  that  his 
colleague  had  not  considered?  He  thought 
that  if  the  Minister  of  Justice  were  left  to  do 
his  own  work  it  would  be  much  better  than  to 
have  these  Ministerial  meddlers  taking  it  up. 
There  were  also  other  matters  on  the  estimates 
that  should  not  be  passed  in  a  light  manner. 
There  was  no  Ministry  that  had  abused  the 
Press  more  than  the  present  Ministry;  but 
there  was  no  Ministry  that  endeavoured  to 
have  so  many  little  journals  of  its  own  from 
an  official  point  of  view  as  the  present  Go- 
vernment. They  had  the  Labour  Journal,  the 
Mining  Journal,  and  now  he  saw  they  were 
going  in  for  a  book  on  the  Wanganui  River. 
He  was  in  Wanganui  the  other  day,  and  found 
the  £20  placed  on  the  estimates  for  writing 
that  book  on  the  Wanganui  River  had  actually 
been  paid ;  and,  not  only  that,  but  the  par^ 
who  had  to  write  the  book  had  not  commenced 
the  work,  and  yet  had  been  paid.  They  were 
told  by  the  Premier  that,  in  regard  to  increases 
on  the  estimates,  he  had  considered  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  heads  of  departments,  and 
those  increases  were  given  on  their  represen- 
tations. Now,  it  was  a  remarkable  thing  that 
almost  the  only  increases  given  were  increases 
to  heads  of  departments,  so  they  had  repre- 
sented their  own  importance  by  getting  their 
salaries  increased.  In  the  Lands  Department, 
the  Under-Secretary,  who  had  a  very  respect- 
able salai^  of  £625,  was  down  for  an  increase 
of  £25.  Only  two  years  ago  he  got  an  increase 
of  £25,  and  none  of  the  officers  under  him  were 
down  for  increases.  Then,  Mr.  Ritchie  got 
£500  a  year,  and  was  down  for  a  further  in- 
crease. Although  Ministers  protested  so  much 
to  the  contrary,  they  were  completely  onder 
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the  thumb  of  their  Under- Seoretacies,  and, 
while  an  Under-Secretary  did  good  and  oon- 
soientiouB  work  and  was  not  grasping  enough 
to  make  a  claim  for  an  increase,  he  remained 
at  the  old  salary,  but  those  who  were  cute 
enough  were  the  ones  to  get  Ministers  to  put 
increases  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said,  with  regard  to  forest- 
oonservation,  it  was  very  desirable  that  reserves 
should  be  made  for  scenic  purposes,  water-con- 
servation purposes,  and  also  for  the  growth  of 
timber  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  colony. 
In  Germany  and  France  they  had  no  trouble 
in  conserving  their  forests;  but  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  in  New  Zealand,  perhaps 
not  the  same  trouble  in  the  North  Island 
as  in  the  South.  In  the  Canterbury  Dis- 
trict, in  January  of  this  year,  a  number  of 
youths  went  up  the  Oxford  Mountains  with 
a  view  to  reach  the  summit.  They  arranged 
with  their  friends  below  that  as  they  pro- 
gressed they  would  light  fires,  and  they  did 
so.  A  nor' wester  sprckng  up,  and  the  fire  spread 
until  it  actually  destroyed  a  thousand  acres 
of  useful  bush.  He  brought  the  matter  before 
the  Laud  Board.  Action  was  taken,  with  the 
result  that  the  youth  was  brought  before  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court,  and  he  was 
fined  £1  and  costs.  The  fire  destroyed  some 
thousands  of  pounds'  worth  of  bush.  This  is  a 
case  of  the  most  culpable  vandalism.  Then, 
again,  the  Government  made  a  reserve  on  the 
eastern  slope  of  Mount  Torlesse  of  five  thou< 
fiand  acres  of  bush.  Some  careless,  thoughtless 
picnic  parties  went  into  this  bush  and  kindled 
fires  to  boil  their  **  billies,"  with  the  result 
that  the  wind  sprung  up,  and  the  fire  spread 
and  destroyed  the  whole  of  this  five  thousand 
acres  of  bush.  In  the  face  of  this,  what 
was  the  use  of  the  Government  making  forest 
reserves  unless  something  was  done  to  con- 
trol the  elements,  and  control  careless  per- 
sons who  destroyed  the  bush  ?  It  could  not 
be  done  without  the  aid  of  a  very  large  number 
of  Government  officials,  and  the  country  had 
not  the  money  to  do  this.  He  would  be  very 
glad  to  assist  members  to  preserve  the  forests 
and  scenery  of  the  colony,  for  water-conserva- 
tion and  other  purposes,  if  it  could  be  done. 

Vote,  £1,790,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
two  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  2nd  November,  1897. 


Death  of  Duohess  of  Teck->DebtB  Recovery  Limita- 
tion Bill— Public  School  Teachers  Incorporation 
and  Court  of  Appeal  Bill  —  Education  Boards 
Election  Bill— Mining  Companies  Acte  Amend- 
ment Bill.         

The  Hon.  the   Spsakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

Mr.  Pirani 


DEATH  OF  DUOHESS  OF  TECK. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALEEB  moved.  That 
the  following  telegrams  do  lie  on  the  table : — 
"  28th  October,  1897. 
**The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  London. 
<*  The  Premier  of  New  Zealand,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  and  the  people  of  the  colony, 
desires  to  express  their  profound  sympckthy  wiih 
Her  Majesty  and  the  Boyal  Family  at  the  death 
of  Her  Boyal  Highness  the  Daohess  of  Teok. 
"  Banfubly,  Governor." 

**  The  Bight  Hon.  J.  Chamberlain,  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  to  the  Governor  of 
New  Zealand. 
•*  Governor,  Wellington. 

*'  Your  Lordship's  telegram  of  the  28th  Octo- 
ber has  been  communicated  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen.  I  have  received  Her  Majesty's  com- 
mands to  express  her  high  appreciation  of  the 
sympathetic  message  from  the  Premier  and 
people  of  New  Zealand. 

"  CHAMBEBLAnr." 

Motion  agreed  to. 
DEBTS  BECOVEBY  LIMITATION    BILL. 

IN   GOlQflTTSE. 

Clause  2.  —  Actions  for  debt  to  be  brought 
within  two  years. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEB  moved,  That  the 
Chairman  leave  the  chair. 


Ayes,  19. 

Arkwright 

Ormond 

Bonar 

Oliver 

Stevens 

Bowen 

Peacock 

Swanson 

Grace 

Beynolds 

Taiaroa 

Holmes 

Bichardson 

Walker,  L. 

Johnston 

Scotland 

Williams. 

Montgomery 

Noes.  15. 

Bamicoat 

Jennings 

McCulIough 

Bolt 

Jones 

Pinker  ton 

Feldwick 

Kelly,  T. 

Beeves 

Harris 

Kelly,  W. 

Smith 

Jenkinson 

Kerr 

Walker,  W.  C. 

Majority  for  4 

, 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  TEACHEBS  INOOBPO- 
BATION  AND  COUBT  OF  APPEAL 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKEB.— Sir,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  I  trust 
the  Council  will  consider  the  present  position 
of  the  school-teachers  of  New  Zealand,  and 
come  to  the  conclusion  with  me  that  it  is  only 
fair  and  right  on  their  behalf  that  we  shoald 
pass  the  Bill.  The  Council  will  remember  that 
in  1895,  when  the  principal  Act  came  here 
for  oonsideration,  it  was  pointed  out  thftt  the 
terms  of  the  Act  as  passed  in  another  Chamber 
would  not  really  have  the  effect  of  giving  the 
teachers  that  full  satisfactory  measure  of 
appeal  which  they  desired,  and  which  they 
considered  they  were  entitled  to.  I  do  not 
remember  that  it  was  pointed  out  before  it 
oame  to  this  Council,  but  when  it  came  here 
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I  Tory  well  remember  it  was  pointed  out  most 
clearly  that  the  wording  of  the  measure  would 
not  gi^e  the  teachers  what  they  desired.  The 
Bill  was  considered  on  several  occasions,  but 
it  eventually  passed  into  law  in  the  same 
terms  in  which  it  was  introduced,  and  the 
word  "  dismissal "  used  in  the  13th  section  of 
the  present  Act  admittedly  does  not  give  the 
teachers  a  power  of  appeal  against  those  ter- 
minations of  engagement  covered  by  the  fact 
that  they  are  subject  to  dismissal  on  three 
months'  notice.  Generally  speaking,  Sir,  I 
claim  that  it  is  to  the  public  benefit  as  well  as 
to  the  benefit  of  the  teachers  of  New  Zealand 
ihat  they  should  have  as  wide  a  power  of 
appeal  'against  the  termination  of  their  engage- 
ments fius  is  enjoyed  by  other  classes  of  the 
pablic  service.  The  Railway  Department,  by 
statute,  is  enabled  to  have  all  cases  of  this 
kind  brought  before  a  specially  constituted 
Bockrd  ;  similarly,  members  of  the  Civil  Service 
generally  have  got  their  proper  means  of 
obtaining  an  inquiry  into  dismissals  or  other 
exceptional  manner  of  treatment.  Why,  then, 
should  there  be  any  doubt  in  the  minds 
of  members  of  the  Council  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency and  justice  of  putting  the  school- 
teachers of  New  Zealand  on  an  equally  fair 
footing.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  ask  the  Coun- 
cil to  consider  this  Bill  with  a  favourable  mind. 
I  claim  that,  the  public  teachers  of  New  Zea- 
land are  entitled  to  as  generous  and  fair  treat- 
ment as  any  other  class  of  public  servants,  and 
I  trust  that  what  is  proposed  in  this  Bill  will 
be  foimd  to  be  only  giving  them  what  they  are 
fairly  entitled  to.  The  proposals  in  this  Bill, 
in  my  opinion,  will  not  in  any  shape  or  form 
prejudice  the  position  or  relations  that  exist,  or 
should  exist,  between  them  and  the  Boards  that 
employ  them.  If  the  Council  is  of  opinion  that 
it  is  just  and  right  that  the  teachers  should 
have  this  wider  power  of  appeal  against  dis- 
missal of  any  kind,  I  trust  the  proposals  of  the 
Bill  will  be  found  to  be  not  more  than  will  giVe 
effect  to  this  intention.  Nay,  more ;  I  would 
point  out  that  the  provision  of  the  Bill,  coupled 
with  the  machinery  of  the  principal  Act,  are 
such  that  by  no  possible  circumstances  that  I 
emu  conceive  would  the  Boards  be  placed  in  an 
undesirable  or  prejudiced  position  as  regards 
their  relations  and  dealings  with  their  teachers. 
If  honourable  members  will  carefully  read 
dauBe  2  they  will  see  that,  although  the  word 
"  dismissal "  is  widened  so  as  to  include  all  cases 
where  the  engagement  of  the  teacher  is  deter- 
mined by  notice  of  the  Board,  the  provisoes 
attached  will  enable  the  Board  to  protect 
themselves  if  they  plead  any  one  of  the  follow- 
ing grounds,,  which  they  can  give  as  the  reason 
for  their  action :  First,  they  can  plead  the 
efficient  and  economical  administration  of  the 
Bofltfd*s  affairs.  We  can  easily  conceive  that 
circumstances  may  arise  where  the  condition  of 
a  school  alters  from  year  to  year.  Population 
may  increase  or  decrease.  If  it  increases,  the 
attendance  of  the  pupils  is  consequently  in- 
creased, and  naturally  the  Board  may  find  it 
desirable  to  strengthen  the  teaching  stafi,  and 
a  man  suitable  to  be  the  head-teacher  of  a  small 


school  is  perhaps  not  capable  of  acting  in  the 
same  capaoi^  in  a  large  school.  The  Board 
can  plead  this,  and  the  termination  of  an  en- 
gagement under  these  circumstances  would  be 
held  to  be  reasonable.  Similarly,  if  it  was  a  large 
school  which  suddenly  decreased  in  number,  the 
teacher  who  was  required  to  conduct  a  larger 
school  might  be  too  good  a  man  for  a  position 
in  which  he  then  was,  and  the  Board  might 
therefore  wish  to  replace  him  by  a  teacher  of  a 
lower  grade.  In  either  case  the  Board  might 
plead  the  efficient  and  economical  administra- 
tion of  school  affairs,  and  the  dismissal  would 
not  be  one  against  which  an  appeal  could  lie. 
The  fitness  of  teachers  is  another  plea  that  a 
Board  may  make ;  and  also  the  conduct  of  a 
teacher  may  be  alleged  as  a  sufficient  reason 
for  dismissal.  Fourtnly,  a  very  wide  provision 
is  put  in  :  "  Anv  other  specisl  circumstances, 
irrespective  of  the  Board's  mere  legal  right  to 
determine  the  engagement  by  notice  " ;  show- 
ing that  this  BUI  endeavours  to  protect  the 
Boards  from  anything  that  might  be  con- 
sidered to  limit  their  power  of  dismissal  so  long 
as  it  is  exercised  in  a  just  and  upright  manner* 
But  whenever  a  teacher  does  feel  a  grievance, 
and  thinks  he  is  not  fairly  treated,  the  Bill 
establishes  that  he  has  a  right  to  bring  his  case 
before  a  Court  under  the  provisions  of  the 
original  Act.  I  also  wish  to  point  out  that 
bringing  dismissals  of  such  a  nature  as  this 
Bill  is  intended  to  cover  under  review  of  a 
Court  of  Appeal  is  a  fair  proposal,  because  the 
Court  set  up  to  hear  them  is  a  Court  which, 
from  its  composition  and  nature,  must  be  one 
which  all  persons  interested  in  educational 
work  should  b^  satisfied  to  submit  any  such 
case  to.  More  than  this;  irrespective  of  the 
satisfactory  nature  of  the  Court  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal,  we  must  also  take  into  consideration 
that  no  case  can  come  before  the  Court  of 
Appeal  unless  the  Teachers'  Institute  of  the  dis- 
trict supports  the  appeal  and  is  willing  that  it 
should  be  submitted  thereto,  and  the  Teacher's 
Institute  thereby  render  themselves  liable  for 
the  Court's  finding  as  to  any  frivolous  ap- 
peal to  their  adjudication.  I  think  the  pro- 
visions of  the  original  Act  and  the  provisoes 
attached  to  the  main  operative  clauses  of  this 
Bill  render  the  whole  conditions  under  which 
it  is  proposed  to  place  the  question  of  appeals 
from  dismissals,  even  in  this  wider  sense,  in  a  very 
safe  and  satisfactorv  condition,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the  Bill  passes  into  law 
it  will  do  no  more  than  justice  to  a  large  class 
of  our  fellow-citizens  who  are  engaged  in  the 
public  schools.  I  may  also  state  that  this  is 
a  matter  upon  which  the  school-teachers  feel 
very  deeply.  I  have  had  a  very  large  number  of 
communications  from  them,  both  individually 
and  collectively  through  the  institutes,  asking 
that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  extending  the 

? resent  law  in  this  direction ;  and  those  whom 
have  communicated  with  in  Wellington  are 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  provisions  intro- 
duced in  this  Bill.  They  do  not  want  any- 
thing unreasonable,  or  anything  which  the 
Boards  should  not  be  prepared  to  grant; 
and  I  contend  that  with  these  four  provisoes 
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the  Bill  should  be  accepted,  thus  carefully 
qualifyiogthe  nature  of  the  dismiBsala  which  can 
come  under  review.  Clause  8  only  supplements 
the  sections  of  the  original  Act  which  enable 
institutes  to  be  incorporated.  The  original  Act 
limits  all  educational  institutes  seeking  incor- 
poration to  those  comprising  members  residing 
only  in  one  educational  distriot.  The  New 
Zealand  Teachers'  Institute  is  an  institute 
comprising  representatives  from  all  the  different 
institutes  of  the  colony,  and  power  is  given  in 
this  clause  that  that  institute  shall  be  en- 
abled to  be  incorporated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY— Sir,  the  principle 
upon  which  this  Bill  is  based  was  discussed  in 
1895  when  the  principal  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion. I  then  expressed  an  opinion  adverse  to 
it|  and  I  have  seen  no  reason  since  to  alter  my 
opinion  ;  because  to  my  mind  if  this  Bill  passes 
it  takes  away  the  power  from  the  Board  of  get- 
ting rid  of  teachers  if  they  are  incapable  of 
teaching  the  children  in  the  schools.  Any  per- 
son who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of 
the  primary  schools  must  admit  that  there  are 
^imes  when  it  is  necessary  to  get  rid  of  a  teacher. 
The  teacher  may  be  a  good  man  in  many  ways, 
but  he  may  not  have  the  proper  knowledge 
necessary  for  his  position,  or  not  be  able  to 
impart  it  to  the  children  in  the  schools,  or  he 
may  be  deficient  in  control.  The  relations 
between  the  Board  and  the  teacher  is  one  of 
special  contract.  The  Board  has  to  give  three 
months'  notice  to  terminate  the  contract,  while 
the  teacher  is  only  required  to  give  one.  I 
think  if  that  power  is  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Board  it  will  prevent  the  Board  from  being 
able  to  maintain  proper  discipline  amongst  the 
teachers,  and  will  be  injurious  to  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  schools.  They  are  an  organ- 
ized body  appointed  under  law  to  deal  with 
the  teachers  and  administer  education,  and, 
being  the  employers  of  the  teachers,  they  must 
have  some  power,  if  they  are  going  to  conduct 
the  schools  with  a  due  regard  to  economy  and 
general  well-being — they  must  have  power  to 
remove  the  teachers  from  time  to  time  without 
having  to  give  reasons  for  their  removal.  Any 
one  who  has  had  any  experience  of  schools  will 
agree  vnth  me  in  that,  and  will  also  admit  that 
good  teachers  will  always  be  retained  by  the 
Boards.  In  other  branches  of  the  Government 
service  where  an  appeal  is  allowed  the  Minister 
has  the  final  word  in  the  matter;  but  under 
this  Bill  it  is  delegated  to  the  Board  of 
Appeal,  consisting  of  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate, a  person  nominated  by  the  Board,  and 
a  person  nominated  by  the  Teachers*  Insti- 
tute. An  outside  authority  altogether  has 
the  power  to  say  whether  the  Board  shall 
termmate  the  contract,  and  I  say  that  is  tiJdng 
from  the  Board  the  power  they  ought  to 
retain  if  they  are  to  efficiently  conduct  the 
schools.  Suppose  this  principle  was  applied 
to  the  railways,  or  the  police.  Suppose  there 
was  a  Board  to  say  finally  whether  the  Com- 
missioner of  Police  or  the  General  Manager 
of  Railways  should  dismiss  a  man  or  not,  the 
whole  system  would  soon  be  disorganized.  I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  support  this  Bill,  as  I 
Hon,  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker 


of 


consider  it  would  not  benefit  teachers  _ 
rally,  while  it  would  injure  education 
impairing  the  authority  of  the  Boards 
Education. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH.— I  would  suggest  to 
the  last  speiJcer  that  the  cases  he  mentioned 
proved  the  opposite  to  what  he  said.  He  men- 
tioned the  railways.  They  have  a  Court  of 
Appeal,  before  which  any  person  employed  can 
go  if  he  feels  himself  aggrieved. 

The  Hon.  Mr.T.  KELLY.— But  the  Minister 
has  the  final  word. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH.— That  does  not  afleet 
the  matter  at  all.    In  this  case  the  Court  ol 
Appeal  would  have  the  final  word.    No  doubt 
cckses  of  injustice  do  arise,  and  often  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  Board  of  Education  at 
all,  and  those  are  the  cases  which  have  been 
exciting  feeling  in  the  country.    For  iDstance, 
a   Committee    is  elected    for  or  against  the 
master,  and  they  may  recommend  tnat  he  be 
got  rid  of,  without  any  reason  in  some  cases ; 
and  he  has  no  appeal.    I  have  known  cases  of 
that  kind,    where  the   Board   has   given  the 
teacher  three  months'  notice  at  the  clamour 
of    the  Committee    for    the  time   being.    In 
this  way  the  bread  is  taken  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  schoolmaster,  because  the  fact  of  his 
being  dismissed  virtually  prevents  him  from 
getting  any  other  school — ^at  aU  events,  in  that 
district.    Then,  if  he  applies  in  another  district 
he  is  told,  "  We  must  tike  the  teachers  in  our 
own  district."    Then,  again,  in  some  parts  there 
are  cases  where  the  Board  itself  has  recom- 
mended, against  the  wish  of  the  Committee, 
that  a  master  be  got  rid  of,   through  some 
feeling  having  arisen.    They  have  then  given 
him  three  months'  notice.    Perhaps  nearly  all 
the  parents  in  the  locality  as  well  as  the  Com- 
mittee are  in  favour  of  retaining  this  master  or 
mistress,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  there  is  no 
power  to  decide  between  them.    I  know  in  my 
own  district  while  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee we  had  a  lot  of  trouble  in  connection 
with  a   master,  and  influence    was    brought 
to  bear  from  all  directions  in  connection  with 
the  matter.    The  master  had  been  taken  on  with 
the    best  of  testimonials;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  best  testimonials  often  turn  out  the  wont 
master,  as  it  did  in  this  case.    This  master  had 
come  from  another  district  where  they  seemed 
to  be  so  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him  that  every 
one  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  to  get  him 
supplied  with  the  best  testimonials.    However, 
having  friends  on  the  Board,  he  raised  the  re- 
ligious question,  as  he  had  done  in  other  dis- 
tricts before  when  driven  into  a  comer,  and 
the  Board  kept  him  there  for  a  certain  time  in 
spite  of  all  the  district  could  do.     But,  after 
some  years  of  fighting,  the  Committee  and  the 
people  did  eventually  prevail.    Now,  if  there 
bad  been  a  chance  of  taking  the  matter  be- 
fore   some    Court   of    Appeal    it  would  have 
ended    the    difficulty.    j?here    are,    perhaps, 
more    troubles    of    this    nature    than    most 
people  know  of,  and  I  think  the  only  way  oat 
of  the  difficulty  is  to  set  up  a  Court  of  Appesl 
to  enable  cases  of  the   kind  to  be  deoidea  as 
between  the  Board  and  the  Committee,  or  be- 
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iween  the  Board  and  the  teachers.  The  last 
Aot  was  entirely  inooerative  because  of  the 
word  "dismissal."  When  legal  advice  was 
taJEen,  it  was  ruled  that  if  a  man  only  had 
twentv-four  hours'  notice  it  was  not  a  dis- 
nuBsal,  and  therefore  nothing  could  be  done 
in  the  matter.  I  hope  the  Council  will  pass 
this  Bill,  because  it  would  be  considered  a 
great  advantage  in  many  parts  of  the  colony, 
and  it  would  be  putting  an  end  to  many  of  the 
troubles  if  there  was  a  Board  of  Appeal. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE.— Sir,  this  is 
one  of  the  most  vexed  questions  that  has 
come  before  the.  Education  Boards.  I  have 
been  a  member  of  an  Education  Board  ever 
since  the  Act  came  into  force,  and  even  before 
that,  under  the  Provincial  Ordinance — I  sup- 
pose some  twenty -five  or  thirty  years.  This  is 
one  of  the  questions  that  have  come  up  year 
after  year  between  the  teacher  and  the  Com- 
mittee. I  know  in  the  case  of  my  own  district 
it  is  often  the  Board  that  stands  as  the  buffer 
between  the  teacher  and  the  Committee — nine 
times  out  of  ten.  Sometimes  they  may  get  a 
good  teacher,  but  some  squabble  may  arise 
because  the  master  may  be  said  to  have  been 
too  severe  with  some  boy  who  has  deserved  a 
thrashing,  —  which  they  do  not  get  nowa- 
days as  they  did  in  my  early  days,  and,  no 
doubt,  it  would  make  better  men  of  them  if 
they  did, — and  then  the  Committee,  perhaps, 
petitions  the  Board  to  dismiss  the  master. 
They  get  up  some  frivolous  case  very  often — 
sometimes  a  true  case— against  him.  Very 
often  teachers,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  addicted 
to  taking  a  little  too  much  whiskey.  Generally 
speaking,  that  is  in  the  hours  when  they  are 
not  in  school ;  and  honourable  members  must 
know  that  a  man  who  indulges  in  strong  drink 
after  hours  is  very  frequently  incapable  of  con- 
dacting  school  properly  next  day,  and  the 
example  which  is  set  to  the  youth  of  the  colony 
is  very  demoralising.  The  children  only  point 
and  say  that  they  saw  the  master  staggering 
down  the  street  last  night,  and  they  make  the 
most  of  what  may  be  a  small  fact.  But  what  is 
the  moral  effect  of  this  bad  example  ?  The  Pro- 
hibitionists especially  do  all  they  possibly  can  to 
control  the  liquor  traffic,  but,  if  we  have  such  ex- 
amples as  this  put  before  us,  what  is  the  result  ? 
Sometimes  an  incompetent  man  is  put  in.  In 
several  cases  in  my  district  they  had  to  stand  a 
good  deal  of  hammering  before  they  would  really 
get  rid  of  such  a  master,  although  he  was  em- 
phatically incapable.  Whether  this  Bill  will 
be  a  good  thing  or  not  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
but  I  think  it  will  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  liti- 
gation ;  and  no  doubt  the  Boards  have  quite 
•enough  to  do,  and  have  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 
culty to  carry  on  the  schools,  especially  in 
some  of  the  scattered  districts,  with  the  small 
amount  of  funds  they  have  now  without  having 
farther  difficulties  placed  on  them.  The  ma- 
ohinery  is  day  by  day  growing  Ikrger  and  larger, 
And  the  schools  established,  especially  in  the 
out-districts,  are  a  very  great  burden  to  the 
Board.  I  would  not  like  to  vote  against  the 
Bill,  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  really  any 
favourable  reason  for  passing  it. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  MONTQOMERY.— Sir,  I 
think  this  Bill  is  not  necessary.  There  mav 
not  be  a  great  deal  of  harm  in  it,  nor  do  I  think 
will  much  good  come  of  is.  In  1895  we  passed 
an  Act  by  which  suspension  or  dismissal  would 
have  to  be  arbitrated  on  by  a  Board  presided 
over  by  a  Magistrate,  but  I  do  not  think  there 
have  been  any  cases— I  have  not  heard  of  one 
case— where  the  Board  of  Appeal  has  had  to 
decide  either  upon  a  point  of  suspension  or  of  dis- 
missal. I  know  that  in  the  district  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent  on  the  Board  of  Education 
for  twenty-five  years  there  have  been  no  such 
appeals.  It  was,  as  the  Minister  says,  the 
earnest  desire  of  some  members  that  this  power 
of  appeal  should  be  incorporated  in  that  Bill  of 
1895,  but  I  objected  to  it  very  strongly,  and 
so  also  did  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly,  because  we 
thought  it  might  lead  to  a  great  many  frivolous 
objections,  and  that  it  would  impair  the 
authority  of  the  Boards.  The  Education  Boards 
are  composed  of  men  who  are  very  earnest  in 
their  work.  They  give  their  time — a  very  great 
deal  of  time-— to  this  work  of  such  great  im- 
portance to  the  youth  of  our  colony,  and  the 
board  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  connected 
with  always  held  that  the  children  are  the  first 
consideration  in  the  dealings  between  them 
and  the  masters  of  the  schools.  The  master, 
Sir,  may  become  careless,  or  feeble,  and  no 
longer  able  to  carry  on  the  school  with  that 
energy  that  is  necessary  to  success,  and  it 
then  becomes  a  very  important  matter  for  the 
Board  to  decide  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
master.  Now,  I  know  from  experience  that 
the  Board  gives  every  chance  to  the  master 
to  reform  if  he  has  been  careless  or  wanting 
in  energy.  They  have  given  notice  that  the 
Inspectors'  reports  have  not  been  good,  and  that 
if  they  are  not  better  at  the  next  inspection 
the  Board  would  have  to  consider  whether  the 
master  shall  not  be  removed.  After  they  have 
done  all  this.  Sir,  in  all  cases  they  consider  the 
master's  family  :  What  a  serious  matter  it  would  * 
be  to  dismiss  this  man  if  there  were  any  chance 
of  his  reforming  and  being  able  to  carry  on  the 
school  efficiently.  But  the  question  of  suspen- 
sion or  dismissal  is  a  very  different  thing  from 
that  of  terminating  the  engagement.  This  Bill 
proposes  that  the  termination  of  an  engage- 
ment shall  be  the  same  as  dismissal  in  the  Act 
of  1895.  At  present  it  is  a  matter  of  contract 
between  the  Board  and  the  teacher  ;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  greatest  consideration  is 
given  by  the  Board  to  every  master  when  it 
has  to  decide  whether  he  shall  be  dismissed 
or  his  engagement  otherwise  terminated. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  said  he  knew  of  a 
case  where  the  dismissal  of  a  teacher  was 
clamoured  for  by  a  Committee.  Now,  if 
there  is  one  thing  that  a  Board  is  anxious  to 
uphold  it  is  the  authority  of  the  masters  in 
the  schools,  and  if  a  Committee,  or  a  majority  of 
a  Committee,  without  proper  cause,  clamoured — 
to  use  the  word  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  made 
use  of — for  the  dismissal  of  a  teacher,  I  know, 
Sir,  that  they  (the  Board)  weigh  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, and,  so  far  from  dismissing  the 
teacher  upon  the  recommendation  of  that  Corn- 
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mittee,  if  good  cause  be  not  shown,  they  say 
**  We  will  do  nothing  at  present ;  let  the  matter 
remain  in  abeyance  until  a  new  Committee  is 
appointed,"  because  the  Board  is  perfectly  well 
aware  of  the  difference  of  opinion  in  the  district 
respecting  the  master,  and  the  Board  gives 
time  to  soften  local  feeling,  in  order  that  the 
matter  may  be  considered,  and  it  may  be 
ascertained  who  is  at  fault.  I  do  not  say 
that  a  great  deal  of  harm  will  be  done  by 
this  Bill  if  it  becomes  law;  but  I  do  not 
think  any  good  will  result  from  it.  This 
Court  of  Appeal  may  satisfy  the  teachers 
without  doing  harm  to  the  independence  of  the 
Boards  of  Education ;  but  is  it  a  good  thing  for 
the  cause  of  education  that  the  teacher  should 
be  independent  of  the  Board  ?  The  members 
of  Education  Boards  sacrifice  their  time,  give 
their  attention  and  their  work  to  the  position  ; 
they  are  earnest  men,  and  if  you  do  anything 
to  impair  their  efficiency— to  take  away  the 
power  they  possess  of  regulating  the  manage- 
ment of  the  schools — you  will  do  a  great  deal 
of  injury  to  the  cause  of  education.  I,  like  the 
Hon.  Captain  Baillie,  am  not  strongly  inclined 
to  vote  against  the  Bill ;  I  would  rather  not  be 
obliged  to  do  so ;  but,  as  I  must  vote,  I  intend  to 
vote  against  it,  for  it  is  meddling  with  the  edu- 
cation system  which  has  proved  to  work  so  well, 
and  it  is  meddling  with  Boards  that  have  done 
their  duty  well.  It  is  done,  I  think,  to  satisfy 
the  craze — if  I  may  use  the  term — of  those  who 
have  objections  to  the  powers  of  the  Boards, 
and  it  is  to  satisfy  them  only  that  this  Bill  is 
brought  in.  In  the  matter  of  the  suspension 
or  dismissal  of  teachers  we  have  had  no  appeals 
to  the  Court  that  has  been  set  up  already ;  and, 
even  if  my  honourable  friend  thinks  this  Bill  is 
necessary,  he  has  admitted  that  that  power  of 
appeal  given  by  the  Act  of  1895  has  not  been 
productive  of  good.  And  in  this  case  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  productive  of  any  good.  It 
may  tend  to  give  the  teachers  the  impression 
that  the  Boards  have  not  the  power  they  used 
to  have,  and  so  impair  their  emcienoy ;  and  it 
may  cause  men  to  say,  *'  Well,  I  am  not  going 
on  that  Board  to  give  my  time  and  atten- 
tion two  or  three  days  in  the  week,  in  a 
large  district  like  North  Canterbury,  with  its 
hundred  and  eighty  schools — I  am  not  going 
to  give  my  time  and  attention  on  a  Board, 
if  I  am  to  be  called  up  before  a  tribunal  as 
to  whether  I  have  honestly  done  my  duty  or 
not."  A  certain  amount  of  power  must  be  given 
with  responsibility.  It  was  on  the  supposition 
that  we  should  have  first-rate  men  to  adminis- 
ter the  great  cause  of  education  that  the  Act 
was  passed.  I  object  to  constant  tinkering  with 
the  Act.  If  thiR  involves  a  great  principle,  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  I  should  vote  for  it  with 
great  pleasure  ;  but  it  does  not,  it  is  only  tinker- 
ing with  an  Act  that  has  been  of  very  great 
value  to  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— I  think  seve- 
ral  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  addressed 
the  Council  have  not  kept,  in  their  remarks,  ex- 
actly to  the  purport  of  this  Bill.  So  far  as  I  can 
understand  the  Bill,  it  is  intended  to  define  what 
is  "  dismissal  "  —  to  make  good  an  omission 
Hon,  Mr,  Montgomery 


in  the  Act  of  1895.  The  Council  will  remember 
that  upon  this  very  point  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion took  place  at  the  time  the  Public 
School  Teachers  Incorporation  and  Court  of 
Appeal  Act  was  before  the  Council.  The  then 
Minister  of  Education,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves^ 
insisted  on  a  clear  statement  being  put  into 
his  Act  defining  what  "dismissal"  was.  He 
pointed  out  then,  most  forcibly,  that  anlees 
such  was  done  the  effect  of  the  clauses  eet- 
ing  up  a  Court  of  Appeal  would  be  found  to  be 
of  very  little  effect  and  unworkable ;  and  his 
words  have  come  actually  to  pass.  It  has 
been  found  the  Court  of  Appeal  is  onwoik- 
able,  from  the  single  cause  that  there  is  no 
eznlanation  or  definition  as  to  what  actually 
is  dismissal,  or  suspension.  Honourable  gentle- 
men have  not,  I  think,  kept  to  this  point 
They  have  been  speaking  largely  from  their 
experience  in  the  working  of  Boards  of  Eklooa- 
tion ;  and  the  information  is  very  valuable, 
and  will  carry  weight,  I  have  no  doubt,  with 
members  of  the  Council.  But  it  strikes  me 
they  have  forgotten  to  some  extent  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Board  of  Appeal.  The  Court 
of  Appeal  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
and  determining  appeals  by  teachers  against 
dismissal  or  suspension.  The  Court  shall 
consist  of  three  persons,  as  follows :  "  Such 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  in  the  district  where- 
in the  appellant  teacher  was  employed  at  the 
time  of  his  dismissal  or  suspension  as  the 
Minister  appoints  ;  one  person  of  either  sex 
to  be  nominated  in  the  prescribed  manner  by 
a  corporation  situate  in  such  district ;  and  one 
such  person  to  be  similarly  appointed  by  the 
respondent  Board  which  dismissed  or  sus- 
pended such  teacher."  1  think,  if  it  is  necessary 
to  have  a  law  constituting  a  Court  of  Appeal,  it 
certainly  is  quite  ri^ht  and  proper  that  there 
should  be  no  uncertainty  as  to  its  intention,  and 
no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  operation.  Now, 
this  Bill,  I  hold,  is  a  proper  one ;  it  makes  olear 
the  intention  and  makes  good  an  omission  in 
the  original  Act,  and  I  think  the  safeguards  and 
provisoes  here  will  not  in  any  way  place  Boards 
of  Education  at  a  disadvantage.  The  Board 
can  plead  that  "efficient  and  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  Board's  affairs  "  has  rendered 
necessary  such  dismissal  as  may  have  taken 
place.  They  may  plead  that  the  terminsAlon 
of  the  engagement  was  reasonable,  having  re- 
gard to  any  of  the  following  circumstanoes : 
"  The  efficient  and  economical  administration 
of  the  Board's  affairs ;  the  fitness  of  the  teacher ; 
his  conduct,  or  any  other  special  circumstanoes 
irrespective  of  the  Board's  mere  legal  right  to 
determine  the  engagement  by  notice."  There- 
fore I  think  the  Bill  is  a  wise  and  a  neoeasacy 
one,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  passed  for  the  reason 
that  I  have  said  —  that  it  makes  good  an 
omission  in  the  original  Act.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  BUI. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— Sir,  I  think  it 
will  be  a  very  great  mistake  to  pass  this  BUI. 
We  are  always  bringing  in  Acts  to  make  pn>- 
vision  for  the  conduct  of  various  institutioiis 
carried  on  under  Government ;  and  also,  at  the 
request  of  the  servants  of  those  institutions* 
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we  are  again  making  arrangements  by  whiob 
they  may  e^sule  the  regalations.  The  less  we 
have  to  do  with  this  class  of  Bills  the  better.  I 
am  sure  the  Court  already  constituted  is  quite 
saffioient  for  all  purposes,  and  we  shoula  not 
leave  too  many  loopholes  by  which  we  know 
many  incompetent  or  troublesome  teachers 
may  take  an  opportunity  to  evade  the  Act. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— What  is  the  Court  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— The  Board  of 
Education. 

An  Hon.  Msicbxb. — Oh,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— What  are  they 
there  for  but  to  see  fair-play  and  to  administer 
the  Act — to  see  fair-play  in  all  that  concerns 
education?  You  will  find  that  it  will  not  be 
a  year  before  this  will  have  to  be  repealed. 
Although  we  have  very  little  work  to  do  at 
I  present  we  should  throw  out  these  useless 
things  and  wait  until  Bills  come  before  us  that 
will  be  of  some  beneficial  use.  I  shall  vote 
Against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  think  that  a  Bill 
of  this  sort,  affecting  the  interests  of  education 
generally  throughout  the  colony,  ought  to  be 
very  well  considered  by  every  one  specially  con- 
cerned in  managing  the  schools  throughout  the 
country,  and  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
my  honourable  friend  in  charge  of  this  mea- 
sure. This  Bill,  we  all  know,  is  promoted 
chiefly  at  the  instance  of  teachers  throughout 
the  colony.  Now,  I  have  very  great  sympathy 
with  the  teachers.  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  a  great  many  of  this  most  valuable 
body  of  men,  and  have  talked  to  many  of  them 
on  this  subject.  I  have  put  it  to  men  of  stand- 
ing in  the  profession  whether  they  believed 
that  a  really  good  teacher  was  in  any  danger 
of  being  dismissed  unfairly  under  the  present 

SBtem,  and  not  one  of  them  has  said  they 
ought  it  was  so.  But  we  do  know  very  well 
there  is  always,  especially  in  outlying  districts, 
a  very  great  difficulty  in  securing  thoroughly 
competent  teachers.  And  this  is  the  point : 
So  much  has  the  competence  of  teachers  been 
considered  all-important,  that  in  the  great  pub- 
he  schools  of  England  the  assistant  master 
—men  who  have  taken  the  highest  university 
honours,  whose  whole  professional  existence  is 
at  stake — take  office  not  even  under  the  control 
of  a  Board,  but  subject  to  the  absolute  will  and 
power  of  the  headmaster,  because  it  has  been 
found  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good 
conduct  of  a  school  and  the  proper  teaching  of 
the  boys  that  the  headmaster,  who  is  respon- 
sible, should  have  absolute  power.  Now,  if  this 
is  found  to  be  the  case  with  men  of  the  highest 
standing  in  the  teaching  profession — whose 
education  has  been  so  careful  and  varied,  whose 
whole  prospects  in  life  are  at  stake  in  this 
matter— if  it  is  seen  that  these  men  are  willing 
to  take  the  positions  offered  to  them  on  such  a 
tenure,  we  may  understand  that  it  is  felt  that 
power  must  be  reserved  at  all  hazards  to  pre- 
vent the  continuance  of  incompetent  teaching. 
Honourable  members  have  alluded  to  several 
cases  of  hardship.  I  think  there  are  cases  of 
baidship ;  indeed,  I  know  of  cases  of  hardship  in 
which  good  teachers  have  been  unfairly  treated 
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bjr  Committees  through  prejudice  in  their  dis- 
tricts ;  but  in  such  oases  the  Boards,  as  f ar  aa 
I  have  known  them,  have  stood  between  these 
teachers  and  their  Committees,  and  have  in- 
sisted that  a  fair  trial  should  be  given,  and 
that  the  district  should  be  again  appealed  to 
before  any  change  was  made.  In  some  oases^ 
where  the  teachers  are  good  and  efficient  and 
the  Inspectors  have  reported  in  their  favour, 
the  Boards  have  been  obliged,  in  the  interests 
of  education  in  this  or  that  district,  to  remove 
a  teacher;  but  they  have  taken  care  to  find 
him  or  her  as  good  an  appointment  or  a  better 
appointment  elsewhere.  They  have  felt  in  such 
a  case  that  the  education  of  the  children  was 
imperilled  by  a  feeling  that  had  been  aroused 
in  the  School  District  owing  to  extraneous 
causes,  and  that  they  were  bound  to  pro- 
tect those  children  even  at  the  cost  of  re- 
moving the  teacher.  They  could  not  have 
done  tiiis  if  the  case  had  to  be  referred  to 
a  Court  of  Appeal ;  but  in  such  a  case  it  has 
sometimes  been  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school  to  find  the  teacher  another  school,  and 
perhaps  a  better  one.  In  some  such  cases  it 
would  be  useless  to  keep  a  teacher  in  the  dis- 
trict whether  he  wished  to  remain  there  or 
not.  That  is  one  instance  of  the  difficultiea 
the  Boards  have  to  contend  with,  and  I  speak, 
like  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Montgomery, 
with  some  knowledge  of  the  working  of  an 
Education  Board.  I  may  say  that  one  diffi- 
culty mentioned  bpr  the  honourable  gentleman 
opposite — Mr.  Smith — would  not  be  removed 
by  this  Bill — the  case  in  which  a  teacher  has 
been  kept  in  the  district  against  the  will  of  the 
Committee  and  the  district  generally.  That 
would  not  be  affected  by  such  a  measure  as 
this,  even  supposing  a  Board  would  do  such 
a  thing  unnecessarily.  But  there  have  been 
cases  in  which  the  Inspectors  have  re- 
ported that  a  man  was  a  good  teacher  and 
thoroughly  efficient,  and  where  the  Board 
knew  very  well  that  it  was  through  some  out- 
side prejudice  that  efforts  were  being  made  to 
get  him  out  of  the  district.  It  is  then  the  duty 
of  the  Board  to  stand  by  the  teacher,  so  long  aa 
the  interests  of  the  children  do  not  suffer ;  but 
such  a  case,  as  I  said  before,  would  not  be 
affected  by  this  Bill.  I  would  suggest  to  my 
honourable  friend  that  it  would  be  advisable, 
before  we  deal  finally  with  the  Bill,  to  consult 
other  persons  besides  the  teachers,  and  refer 
this  measure  to  the  Committees  and  to  the 
Boards  throughout  the  country.  We  shall  get 
a  great  deal  of  information  by  doing  this.  I 
feel  sure  the  Boards  and  the  Committees  wiU 
be  able  to  furnish  useful  information  on  the 
subject  that  will  materially  assist  the  Council 
in  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  matter.  None 
of  us  wish  ruthlessly,  recklessly,  or  hurriedly  to 
throw  out  a  Bill  which  may  affect  the  interests 
of  a  large  number  of  deserving  and  hard-worked 
officials ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  are  not 
prepared  recklessly  and  hurriedly  to  make 
an  amendment  which  in  some  cases,  as  it 
appears  to  some  of  us,  might  involve  the  danger 
of  weakening  the  control  which  is  necessary  for 
the  management  of  schools.    I  really  do  hope 
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my  hoDOorable  friend  will  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill,  in  order  to  distribute  it 
amongst  the  Boards  and  Committees  through- 
out the  country,  and  to  get  their  opinion,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Teachers'  Institute,  upon 
the  subject,  because  it  appears  to  me  the  Bill 
has  been  promoted  at  the  instance  of  the 
teachers.  As  I  said  beforot  I  know  teachers 
interested  in  this  Bill  who  are  excellent  and 
fair-minded  men,  but  who  naturally  have  a 
prejudice  in  favour  of  their  own  profession  and 
their  own  friends,  and  we  have  to  look  to  this. 
I  for  one  am  not  prejudiced  against  the  Bill, 
but  I  see  the  dangers  and  difficulties  surround- 
ing this  formal  Court  to  be  appealed  to  under 
all  circumstances ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  the 
Council  would  like  more  information  before 
they  came  to  a  decision  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— I  am  quite 
ready  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Bowen  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill,  and  in  the  meantime  I 
do  not  desire  to  press  this  measure  forward 
until  those  who  are  interested,  such  as  the 
Boards,  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of  giving 
an  opinion  thereon.  I  would  also  say,  in 
justice  to  myself,  that  as  soon  as  this  and 
another  Bill,  also  dealing  with  education,  were 
circulated  they  were  forwarded  to  all  the 
Boards  and  other  educational  authorities  in 
the  colony.  However,  I  desire,  as  much  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  does,  to  see  the 
matter  thoroughly  ventilated.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  for  a  week  I  will  promise  not  to 
press  the  matter  forward  in  the  meanwhile. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  beg  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 

EDUCATION  BOARDS  ELECTION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER.— Sir,  I  have 
no  objection  to  this  Bill  being  postponed  along 
with  the  Bill  we  have  just  been  considering,  if 
the  Council  thinks  it  is  necessary.  Akto,  in 
regard  to  this  Bill  copies  have  been  distributed 
throughout  the  colony  to  the  Education  Boards 
OJid  others  who  would  be  likely  to  offer  an 
authoritative  opinion  on  educational  matters.  I 
wish  now,  however,  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  in  order  that  I  may  be  able  to  place 
before  the  Council  my  reasons  for  introducing  it. 
At  the  same  time  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  I  yield  to  no  one  in  the  Council 
in  my  desire  to  uphold  the  present  system  of 
education,  introduced  into  this  colony  twenty 
jears  ago  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Bowen. 
No  one  values  the  good  work  done  by  that  Act 
more  than  I  do ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  refuse 
to  take  up  the  position  of  one  who  thinks  that 
no  reform  is  ever  necessary.  If  a  reform  is  neces- 
sary, and  if  it  is  clear  that  the  present  system 
can  be  improved  even  in  any  small  particular, 
or  even  in  any  large  principle,  I  shall  never 
bo  found  opposing  it  simply  because  it  is  a 
reform,  and  I  trust  the  Council  will  agree  with 
fne  in  that  attitude  even  with  regard  to  the 
Education  Act.  I  think,  Sir,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hon,  Mr.  Bowtn 


Bowen  will  admit  that,  if  there  is  any  pact 
of  his  famous  Act  of  1877  which  has  been 
found  in  the  working  to  be  more  inconYaniant 
and  unsystematic  than  another,  it  is  the 
various  processes  of  election  required  to  oaiiy 
out  that  Act,  and  it  is  only  because  I  think  the 
election  of  the  Boards  requires  to  be  put  on  a 
better  footing  that  I  bring  forward  this  Bill. 
Already  one  portion  of  the  electoral  maohineiy 
of  the  Act  has  been  altered  since  its  institution, 
and  that  some  half  a  dozen  years  ago — namely, 
the  electoral  arrangements  in  connection  with 
the  election  of  Committees;  and,  although  9om» 
difficulties  were  removed  by  the  Act  then  passed 
for  the  better  reffulating  the  election  of  School 
Committees,  at  the  same  time  I  for  one  do  not 
feel  satisfied.  I  am  not  proposing  any  further 
changes  with  regard  to  the  election  of  Com- 
mittees. I  am  bringing  forward  proposals  which 
I  hope  will  improve  the  present  method  under 
which  the  Boa^s  are  elected.  There  are  many 
conditions  at  the  present  time  which  I  think 
are  inconvenient  and  undesirable.  In  the  first 
place,  the  vote  is  given  by  the  Committee,  and 
not  by  the  individual.  In  the  next  plaoe, 
the  votes  are  taken  on  many  different  days, 
and  are  made  public  before  the  day  of  election. 
By  this  publication  in  the  newspapers  from 
day  to  day  each  Committee  knows  perfectly 
well  the  state  of  the  poll.  Generally,  I  think, 
the  proposals  in  this  Bill  will  tend  to  make  the 
election  to  the  Board  a  much  more  satisfactory 
proceeding,  and  if  the  election  is  improved  in 
any  particular,  then  it  must  react  in  securing 
a  better  Board,  if  that  is  possible.  I  do  not 
for  one  minute  wish  to  reflect  on  the  Boards 
whose  services  we  have  had  the  advantage  of 
for  these  many  years.  No  one  knows  biatter 
than  I  do  the  good  work  they  have  done  ;  but 
fltill,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  free  to  confess 
that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  dis- 
satisfaction, not  at  the  work  done  by  the 
Boards,  not  at  the  quality  and  character 
of  the  gentlemen  who  serve  on  them,  but 
very  largely  at  the  fact  that  a  true  repre- 
sentation of  all  parts  of  a  district  is  very 
difficult  of  attainment  under  the  present  state 
of  things.  I  may  state,  Sir,  that  if  I  had 
listened  to  many  of  the  representations  made 
to  me  on  this  subject,  and  if  I  had  attempted 
to  remove  all  the  anomalies  and  inconveniences 
which  I  feel  exist  at  the  present  time,  this 
Bill  would  have  contained  proposals  for  a  much 
larger  measure  of  reform  than  it  proposes  et 
present.  This  Bill  will  affect  the  election  of 
Boards  of  Education  in  four  different  ways. 
That,  I  think,  should  tend  to  the  improvement 
of  the  election.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  provided 
that  the  election  shall  be  taken  on  one  day. 
That  is,  I  think,  the  first  essential  of  s 
really  true,  unbiassed,  and  independent  elec- 
tion. In  the  next  plaoe,  this  Bill  proposes 
that  the  vote  shall  be  cast,  not  by  each 
School  Committee  as  an  electoral  unit,  bat 
by  each  individual  member  of  a  Committee; 
and  I  think  that,  Sir,  will  tend  to  secure 
a  much  more  satisfactory  expression  of  the 
opinions  of  the  educational  minds  in  a  laige 
district    than    under    the   present    system  of 
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voting  by  C3oin]mttee8.  In  the  next  plM«,  it 
vill  giTB  minorities  on  each  of  these  Goo^mit- 
tees  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  their  votes 
are  not  thrown  awa^  as  they  are  now,  espe- 
eially  where  Committees  are  nearly  equally 
divided.  The  minority  will  feel,  at  all  events, 
that  their  votes  are  not,  roughly  speaking, 
ehuoked  into  the  waste-paper  basket,  but  that 
tbey  will  go  possibly  to  secure  the  return  of  the 
member  or  members  they  desire  to  elect,  sup- 

Jorted  by  votes  from  elsewhere.  Then,  lastly, 
ir,  it  will  secure,  or  go  very  near  to  securing, 
a  very  much  fairer  amount  of  representation 
from  all  parts  of  the  district.  At  the  present 
time  I  do  not  know  of  any  sort  of  election 
which  is  so  unsatisfactory  as  the  method  of 
electing  Boards  of  Education — no  method  of 
election  which  lends  itself  so  easily  to  unworthy 
uses.  Each  candidate  for  election  will  go  up 
on  his  merits,  and  will  be  supported  on  those 
znerits  by  those  who  believe  in  him,  and  by 
those  only.  These,  Sir,  are  chiefly  the  reasons 
why  I  am  introducing  this  Bill ;  and  I  trust 
that  if  the  Bill  is  favourably  looked  upon,  and 
gets  to  the  stage  when  the  time  arrives  for  its 
machinery  to  be  considered  in  Committee,  the 
machinery  will  be  found  to  be  fairly  workable.  I 
have  taken  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  devise  such 
machinery  as  will  secure  the  objects  of  the  Bill, 
and  if  it  is  passed  1  think  it  will  prove  to  be  a 
satisfactory  measure.  But  I  must  point  out  one 
more  alteration  that  I  have  inserted  in  the  Bill, 
and  that  is  the  alteration  of  the  date  of  election 
of  members  of  the  Board.  At  the  present  time 
this  is  one  of  the  last  acts  of  the  expiring  Com- 
mittees, to  elect  the  members  for  the  coming 
year.  But  my  proposal  is  that  it  shall  be  the 
first  act  of  the  incoming  Committee— the  first 
act  of  the  Committee  that  has  been  just  elected 
by  the  householders.  Surely  the  Committee 
may  be  taken  actually  to  represent  the  mind 
of  the  householders  in  the  district ;  and  at  the 
beginning  of  their  year  of  office  it  is  only  right 
that  they  shall  exercise  this  power  of  elect- 
ing members  to  the  Board.  This  proposal,  I 
uust,  will  also  be  considered  reasonable,  and 
an  improvement  on  the  present  law.  In  con- 
clusion, I  have  inserted  a  clause  which  will 
enable  the  secretary  of  an  Education  Board  to 
preside  at  the  meeting  for  the  election  of  a 
Chairman.  My  honourable  friends  from  Auck- 
land will  remember  a  case  that  occurred  there, 
in  which  it  was  found  exceedingly  inconvenient 
for  the  outgoing  Chairman  to  preside  at  the 
election  of  the  Chairman  for  the  incoming  year. 
This  clause  provides  that  in  the  future  the 
secretary  shall  preside  in  these  cases.  I  beg 
to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill;  but 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  agree  that  this  Bill 
be  postponed  for  a  week,  so  that  full  con- 
sideration may  be  given  to  it. 
Bill  read  the  second  time. 

MINING  COMPANIES  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— Sir.  this 
Bill,  of  which  I  am  proposing  the  second  read- 
ing, is  a  Bill  which  has  been  found  necessary 
from  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years ;  and, 


as  the  mining  legislation  generally  is  being  con- 
solidated and  amended  this  year,  it  has  been 
thought  necessary  also  to  alter  the  law  afiect- 
ing  mining  companies.  Section  2  is  a  long 
section  with  eight  subsections,  simply  an  amsl- 
gamation  of  the  present  law  as  it  now  stands, 
taken  from  different  sections  of  different  Acts. 
It  combines  section  854  of  the  Mining  Act  of 
1891,  sections  23  to  25  of  the  Mming  Act  of 
1895,  and  section  138  of  the  Mining  Companies 
Act  of  1894.  Up  to  now  there  have  been  pro- 
visions relating  to  these  companies  in  the 
genera]  Mining  Act.  The  Mining  Acts  are 
now  being  consolidated  and  amended,  and 
it  was  thought  right  to  take  out  of  that 
Act  reference  to  wese  companies  and  put 
them  under  their  proper  heading.  This  ex- 
plains the  reason  for  this  section  2  in  the  BUI ; 
and,  as  I  said  before,  it  does  not  propose  any 
alteration  at  all,  as  I  am  informed,  of  the 
existing  laws  on  the  subject.  Section  8  is  a 
consequential  clause,  providing  for  repeal  of 
the  sections  referred  to.  Section  4  has  two 
subsections.  The  first  extends  the  time  for  the 
notification  of  forfeiture  of  shares  and  of  in- 
tended sale;  it  alters  it  from  three  days  to 
seven  days.  It  is  much  better  to  extend  the 
time,  out  of  fairness  to  all  concerned,  and  I 
trust  this  will  be  accepted  as  a  reasonable  pro- 
posal. Subsection  (2)  is  simply  re-enacting  sec- 
tion 59  of  the  principal  Act,  in  words  thought 
to  be  more  intelligible  and  workable.  This  is 
not  introducing  any  new  principle  into  the  law 
affecting  these  companies.  Section  5,  as  to  no- 
liability  companies,  contains  proposals  thought 
to  be  necessary  after  the  experience  of  the  last 
few  years.  I  am  informed  that  in  some  of  these 
no-liability  compjuiies  difficulties  have  occurred 
in  consequence  of  shares  being  sold  on  which 
there  are  unpaid  calls,  and  it  is  thought  neces- 
sary that  the  shares  should  be  dealt  with  in 
the  manner  proposed  in  this  clause.  It  enables 
the  directors  to  withdraw  the  shares  from  sale, 
if  it  is  thought  necessary  in  order  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  company.  Section  7  requires 
that  scrip  certificates  for  all  mining  companies 
should  be  issued  the  same  as  other  trading  com- 
panies, such  as  banks,  insurance  companies,  et 
cetera.  I  am  aware  it  is  possible  this  clause  may 
be  objected  to  as  virtually  hampering  the  dealings 
in  shares,  especially  when  the  market  is  brisi:. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Minister  of  Mines  that  some  condition  of  this 
sort  should  be  attached  to  the  traffic  in  shares, 
and  he  sees  no  reason  why  mining  scrip  should 
not  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  scrip 
of  other  companies.  Section  8  is  merely  an 
amendment  of  section  82  of  the  principal 
Act,  by  omitting  the  word  "printed."  The 
half-yearly  balance-sheets  have  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  proper  Government  officer,  and 
they  are  made  out  solely  for  this  purpose, 
but  are  required  to  be  printed.  The  pro- 
posal is  to  enable  companies,  if  they  think  fit, 
to  submit  them  in  manuscript  as  sufficient. 
Section  9  provides  that  the  Deputy  Official 
Assignee,  when  he  is  in  charge  of  the  winding- 
up  of  any  of  these  companies,  is  to  receive  suit- 
able remuneration  for  his  work.    It  only  applies 
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^o  Deputy  Assignees.  The  Official  Assignee  is 
a  salaried  officer,  and  therefore  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  any  provision  should  he  made  to 
enable  him  to  be  paid.  But  Deputy  Assignees 
are  not  salaried  officers,  and  are  paid  only  by 
fees,  and  therefore  it  is  only  right  that  if  tbey 
liquidate  any  of  these  companies  they  should 
be  paid  for  their  services  as  for  their  other 
work.  Section  10  gives  effect  to  the  result  of  a 
conference  that  took  place  between  the  Min- 
ing Department  and  the  representatives  of  cer- 
tain foreign  companies  in  this  country.  The 
Fourth  Schedule  of  the  principal  Act  is  found 
to  cause  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  difficulty 
to  many  foreign  companies  in  New  Zealand, 
mainly  because,  not  being  on  the  spot,  they  are 
unable  to  give  all  the  information  required. 
I  trust  the  Bill  will  be  thought  to  be  a  reason- 
able measure.  If  it  is  now  read  a  second  time 
it  will  necessarily  go  to  the  Groldfields  Com- 
mittee, where  I  hope  it  will  receive  that  atten- 
tion which  all  Bills  are  accustomed  to  receive 
at  the  hands  of  that  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.— After  having  looked 
over  this  measure,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
generally  one  which  the  Council  ought  to  look 
into  before  finally  passing.  I  see  no  objection, 
however,  to  allowing  it  to  go  to  its  second 
reading,  more  particularly  as  it  is  going  before 
the  Goldfields  Committee,  where  the  matters 
of  detail  will,  no  doubt,  be  properly  dealt  with. 
My  honourable  friend  did  not  seem  to  notice 
that  by  clause  9  the  Deputy  Official  Assignee 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  payment  out  of 
moneys  to  be  appropriated  by  Parliament,  and 
not  by  commission  from  the  company  in 
liquidation.  I  do  not  know  that  it  makes  any 
material  difference,  but,  if  my  memory  serves 
me,  there  were  some  cases  where  the  Deputy 
Official  Assignee  had  to  act  where  there  was 
no  provision  made  to  meet  the  demand.  I 
think,  perhaps,  the  clause  is  wisely  put  in,  and, 
of  course,  this  matter  will  be  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Goldfields  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Having  had 
a  very  considerable  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  principal  Act,  I  am  quite  convinced  this 
will  be  found  a  very  useful  Bill.  The  English 
companies  with  offices  in  New  Zealand  have 
had  to  work  under  the  Foreign  Companies 
Act.  In  the  Act  of  1895  provision  is  made  for 
dealing  with  scrip  and  the  registration  of  share- 
holders. There  are,  however,  only  two  clauses, 
and  they  are  very  meagre  in  details.  Clause  2 
of  the  present  Bill  supplies  full  instructions  for 
the  guidance  of  legal  managers,  and  I  can  speak 
from  experience  that  it  is  most  necessary  that 
such  directions  should  be  given.  There  is  a 
very  necessary  provision  in  clause  5,  giving 
power  to  a  company  to  vnthdraw  shares  for- 
feited for  the  non-payment  of  calls.  This 
clause  carries  out  exactly  the  coarse  that  has 
been  followed  in  Auckland,  but  there  has  been 
no  authority  up  to  the  present  for  doing  it. 
In  many  mining  companies  great  numbers  of 
shares  were  forfeited  for  the  non-payment  of 
calls,  and  shareholders  soon  found  it  saved  them 
money  to  neglect  to  pay  the  calls,  and,  instead, 
to  buy  the  shares  in  large  numbers  at  public 
Han.  Mr,  W.  C.  Walker 


auction  for  a  very  small  sum,  not  anything 
like  the  amount  of  the  call.  For  instance, 
cases  have  been  known  to  occur  where  four  ot 
five  thousand  shares  on  which  a  small  call 
was  due  were  bought  by  one  individual,  and 
then  were  divided  amongst  a  number  of  ahara- 
holders,  who  by  this  means  escaped  paying 
calls  and  yet  retained  their  shares.  The  com- 
panies, in  order  to  prevent  such  unfair  prac- 
tices, in  many  instances  bought  in  the  shares 
themselves,  but  they  had  no  authority  under 
existing  Acts  for  doing  so.  Providon  is 
made  in  the  Bill  now  under  discussion.  Alto- 
gether the  Bill  will  be  found,  I  believe,  a  very 
serviceable  one.  There  are  certain  amend- 
ments I  will  suggest,  but  which  can  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Goldfields  Committee.  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eight  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  2nd  November^  1897, 


First  Beadings  —  Haniard  —  Wellington  Harbonr 
Board  Empowering  Bill  —  Defence  Report  — 
Messengers— Bocks  Point— Land   Bill— lAbrary- 

—  Kawhia  Land  for  Settlement— King-ooontxy 
Land  for  Settlement  —  Aalibnrton  Old  Men% 
Home— West  Coast  Native  Reserves  Act— Re- 
dress against  Shipping  Companies— Naval  and 
Military  Settlers  Act— Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act— Flax  Industry  in  the  Old  Country— Qoarter- 
castes  in  Southland— Women's  Franchise— Ber- 
wick-Waipori  Track  — Clutha  River  — Worn 
Silver  Coins— Defence  Act— Tick  Plagne— Teobr 
nical  Classes  —  Auckland  Railway  -  crossing  — 
Rabbit  Act  — Police  Force  Long-service  Pay- 
Postal  Department  Overtime  — stud  Sheep  and 
Other  Stud  Stock  —  Lyttelton  Stationmaster^ 
Eight  Hours  Bill  and  Railway  Employte^ 
Palmerston  North  Show  —  Asylums  —  Library- 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Bill— Produce  Exportation^ 
Technical  Education  —  West  Ooast  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  and  Warden— Proprietary  Medicinee 
—Cemetery  Inspectors— Unemployed — Burfaee- 
men's  Half -holiday  —  Charitable  Aid— Murchi- 
Bon  Dray -bridge  — Unimproved  Values  Ratinff 

—  Hannaton  —  Waihao  Forks  and  Pentland 
Hills  Mail  -  service  —  Opihi  Gorge  —  Canterbury 
College  Board  —  Ruapaua  Village  Settlers  — 
Election  Abuses- Sunday  Trading— Manawaca- 
Waikopiro  Road— Government  Employment-- 
Designation  of  Districts  Act— Mount  Cook  Road 

—  Abattoirs  and  Slaughterhouses  Act  —  Central 
Otago  Water-conservation  — Palmerston  North 
Courthouse— Coal  and  Railway  Material— Fost- 
Office  Savings-Bank  Interest- Pukekohe-Wai- 
uku  Railway  —  Members  visiting  Tauranga  — 
Postage  Rates  —  Maerewhenua  Bridge  — Toko- 
rahi  Estate— Trout-fishing- Refund  ot  Stamp 
Dutiee— Northern  Telegraph  Connection— Land 
Improvement  Account— Anstralaalan  Court  of 
Appeal  — Pasteurising  Milk  — Eltham  Railway- 
station— President  Bank  of  New  Zealand  Fine 
—Land-  and  Income-tax  Act— The  Late  Duehese 
of  Teck— Supply. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o*olook. 

Prayebs. 
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FIRST  RBADINQS. 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Land  and  In- 
come Assessment  Bill,  Explosives  Bill. 

HANSARD. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wished  to  know  if  he  oould  ask 
Mr.  Speaker  a  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  on  Friday  night  last, 
when  the  current  number  of  Hansard  was  circu- 
lated, being  a  printer,  he  noticed,  on  looking  at 
bis  copy,  that  there  were  at  least  eight  pages  torn 
out  at  the  end  of  it.  He  made  inquiries  from 
other  honourable  members,  and  he  found  that 
almost  all  the  Hansards  circulated  had  been 
treated  in  the  same  way.  Now,  according  to 
A  resolution  of  the  House,  the  control  of  Han- 
tard  for  a  fortnight  before  the  session,  during 
ihe  session,  and  for  a  fortnight  afterwards  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker  and  the  Reporting 
and  Debates  Committee.  As  no  Reporting  and 
Debates  Committee  had  yet  been  set  up,  he 
concluded  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  Han- 
sard  in  the  direction  he  had  indicated  except 
with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Speaker,  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  whether  Mr.  Speaker  had  any  know- 
ledge of  what  had  been  done  in  the  direction  of 
mutilating  the  current  issue  of  Hansard. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that,  as  the  chief  re- 
sponsibility for  the  excision  of  a  letter  from 
Hansard  rested  upon  him,  he  would  state,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  what  was  his 
connection  with  the  matter.  Some  day  last 
week,  when  in  the  chair,  the  Premier  sub- 
mitted to  him  a  proof  of  Hansard  containing 
a  letter  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman's 
signature  was  appended.  He  did  not  read  the 
letter ;  but  he  asked  if  it  was  the  mock  letter 
which  was  read  during  the  financial  debate 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  (Mr.  Lewis).  The  Premier  said  that  was 
the  letter.  He  (Mr.  Speaker)  told  the  Premier 
he  could  not  interf  jsre  with  tne  letter  as  it  was 
embodied  in  a  speech  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City,  and  that  if  it 
was  to  be  excluded  from  Hansard  it  could 
only  be  done  at  the  request  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis). 
That  was  all  that  passed  between  the  Pre- 
mier and  himself.  But  shortly  afterwards, 
during  an  adjoi2mment,  the  Hansard  Super- 
Tisor  waited  on  him  in  his  room,  and  informed 
him  that  Mr.  Lewis  wished  to  have  the  letter 
withdrawn.  He  asked  the  Supervisor  whether 
Hansard  was  issued,  and  he  was  told  it  was 
being  distributed ;  but  that  if  it  was  his  (Mr. 
SpesScer's)  wish  the  numbers  could  be  recalled, 
and  that  the  page  on  which  the  letter  appeared 
could  be  reprinted.  He  told  the  Supervisor  he 
'had  no  communication  from  Mr.  Lewis,  but 
that  he  would  accept  the  statement  through 
the  Supervisor  that  Mr.  Lewis  wished  the  letter 
to  be  excised.  If  the  Reporting  Debates  Com- 
mittee had  been  set  up  he  would  certainly  have 
referred  the  matter  to  it ;  but  it  was  necessary 
he  should  there  and  then  exercise  responsi- 
bility one  way  or  the  other,  and  he  thought  it 
-was  his  duty  to  comply  with  what  he  con- 
^sidered  to  be  the  wish  of  Mr.  Lewis,  and  he 


accordingly  sanctioned  the  excision.  As  he 
had  said,  he  did  not  read  the  letter.  The 
impression  on  his  mind  was  that  a  joke  had 
been  perpetrated  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis),  and  that 
he  probably  did  not  now  wish  it  to  appear  in 
print,  as  it  was  perhaps  beyond  a  joke  ;  and  he 
concluded  it  was  Mr.  Lewis's  desire  that  the 
joke  should  not  be  perpetuated  in  Hansard. 
That  was  the  whole  of  the  connection  he  had 
with  it.  It  was  always  his  desire  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  honourable  members  when 
their  requests  appeared  not  unreasonable,  and 
he  did  not  thir^  it  was  unreasonable  on  the 
part  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church City  to  wish  to  have  the  letter  with- 
drawn. The  next  day,  he  thought  it  was,  Mr. 
Lewis  waited  on  him,  and,  talking  the  matter 
over,  he  (Mr.  Lewis)  said  he  thought  it  was  his 
(Mr.  Speaker's)  desire  to  have  the  letter  ex- 
cised. He  told  Mr.  Lewis  he  had  no  wish  on 
the  subject  whatever,  but  that  he  thought  he 
was  complying  with  his  wishes  in  sanctioning 
the  excision  of  the  letter  from  the  pages  of 
Hansard. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that  Mr.  Speaker's  account, 
although  correct  in  almost  every  particular, 
was  to  some  extent  calculated  to  convey  a  false 
impression,  inasmuch  as  he  had  spoken  of  his 
(Mr.  Lewis's)  wish  that  the  letter  should  be 
excised.  The  wish  that  the  letter  should  be 
excised  came  from  the  Premier,  and  not  from 
him,  and  all  he  did  was  to  give  his  consent  to 
that  course  being  adopted.  As  a  member 
whose  utterances  were  excised  from  Hansard 
was  placed  in  a  somewhat  peculiar  position,  he 
would  ask  permission  to  explain  tne  circum- 
stances, which  were  these :  In  his  speech  on 
the  Address  in  Reply  the  Premier  introduced 
into  his  remarks  a  bogus  prospectus  of  a  com- 
pany described  as  the  Fox  Exploitation  Com- 
pany. That  prospectus  dealt  with  the  names  of, 
he  thought,  ten  persons,  none  of  whom  were  in 
the  House,  and  some  of  whom  were  dead.  It  was 
a  rather  amusing  prospectus,  and  he  (Mr.  Lewis) 
thought  that  was  a  weapon  that  might  be  used 
to  advantage ;  and,  as  it  had  already  been  used 
by  the  Premier,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
House  for  some  twenty  years,  and  who  was  the 
leader  of  the  House — and  so  was  one  to  whom 
young  members  like  himself  might  reasonably 
look  for  example  and  guidance— he  thought  he 
would  utilise  this  weapon  himself  should  the 
occasion  arise.  In  the  course,  therefore,  of  his 
speech  in  the  flnanciad  debate  he  read  a  letter 
which  purported  to  be  written  by  the  Premier 
himself.  When  he  read  the  letter  the  Speaker 
saw  that  it  wm  a  skit,  but  the  gentleman  who 
followed  him  (Mr.  Lewis)  —  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairau — spoke  of  the  letter  as  if 
it  was  a  genuine  production,  and  took  him  (Mr. 
Lewis)  severely  to  task  for  reading  a  private 
letter  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  He  heard 
no  more  of  the  matter  until  Friday  after- 
noon, two  days  later,  when  the  Premier 
came  to  him  with  a  Hansard  proof  in  his 
hand.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
greatly  perturbed,  and  said  this  kind  of  thing 
could  not  be  allowed  to  go  on,  and  that  bogus 
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letters  could  not  be  inserted  in  Hamard.  He 
also  said  he  had  seen  the  Speaker,  and  gave 
him  (Mr.  Lewis)  to  understand  that  the  Speaker 
had  said  that  that  kind  of  thing  oould  not  be 
allowed ;  although,  as  he  (Mr.  Lewis)  had  said» 
the  Premier  had  introduced  a  bogus  prospectus, 
which  remained  in  Hansard,  Well,  seeing  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairau  had  fallen 
into  a  mistake,  he  thought  others  in  the  colooy 
might  do  the  same,  and,  not  wishing  to  create 
a  false  impression  about  the  Premier — his  only 
desire  was  that  the  public  should  acquire  a 
truthful  impression  about  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  that  had  been  a  great 
difficulty  so  far  —  he  consented  to  the  ex- 
cision of  the  letter,  understanding  that  the 
Speaker  had  expressed  himself  to  the  effect 
that  these  things  were  not  allowed  to  go  into 
Hansard  J  and  that  it  was  not  desirable  that 
they  should.  He  then  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  as  the  Premier  did  not  wish  the 
letter  to  appear,  he  would  allow  it  to  go  out ; 
although  such  was  by  no  means  his  wish.  Sub- 
sequently, in  conversation  with  the  Speaker, 
he  found  that  the  Speaker  had  not  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  letter  should  come  out, 
and  that  what  the  Speaker  had  said  was  that  if 
the  Premier  and  himself  ^Mr.  Lewis)  came  to 
an  understanding  about  tne  matter,  then  he 
would  allow  the  letter  to  go  out.  Therefore, 
BO  far  as  his  (^Ir.  Lewises)  consent  to  its  ex- 
cision from  Mansard  was  concerned,  it  had 
been  obtained  by  false  pretences,  and  he  was 
no  more  bound  by  that  proipise  than  he 
would  be  bound  to  honour  a  forged  ac- 
ceptance. There  was  another  reason  which 
led  him  to  agree  to  the  excision  of  the  letter, 
and  that  was  that,  as  one  gentleman  in  the 
House  had  looked  on  the  letter  as  genuine, 
there  might  possibly  be  others  in  the  colony 
whose  intelligence  would  be  no  greater  than 
that  of  the  honourable  member,  and  these  per- 
sons too  would  fall  into  the  error.  And  what 
had  a  greater  influence  upon  him  than  anything 
else  was  the  fact  that  any  explanation  by  the 
Premier  would  appear  in  a  different  number  of 
Hansard^  and  thus  might  escape  the  notice  of 
many  of  those  who  had  read  the  letter,  and 
assumed  it  to  be  genuine ;  so  that,  having  no 
wish  to  create  a  false  impression  about  the 
Premier,  he  consented  to  allow  him  to  order 
the  letter  to  be  withdrawn.  The  responsibility 
for  mutilating  Hansard  rested  with  the  Pre- 
mier. It  was  true  he  could  not  give  the  order 
without*  consulting  him  (Mr.  Lewis),  but  the 
House  would  recognise  that  the  Hansard  Super- 
visor would  not  act  as  he  did  at  the  dictation 
of  a  private  member  like  himself. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.— What  about  you 
forging  his  name  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  did  not  forge  it  any 
more  than  the  Premier  forged  the  names  of 
the  men  in  the  prospectus.  It  was  clear  to 
the  Speaker,  at  afl  events,  that  the  letter  was 
bogus.  He  would  have  preferred  that  the 
letter  should  have  remained  in  Hansard^  be- 
cause, now  it  had  been  made  public,  it  would 
be  understood  by  some  people  that  he  had 
done  some  frightful  thing,  that  he  had  offended 
Mr,  Lewis 


grossly  against  the  usages  of  Parliament — 
although  the  Premier  had  done  the  same  thing 
himself— and  that,  having  regard  to  the  order 
and  dignity  of  Parliament,  the  Speaker  had 
ordered  the  excision  of  the  letter  from  Hansard. 
He  would  have  liked,  then,  that  the  letter  should 
have  appeared,  so  he  might  have  been  judged 
by  what  he  actually  wrote,  and  not  by  the 
highly-coloured  version  of  the  affair  which,  do> 
doubt,  would  be  circulated,  and  indeed  had  been 
circulated,  by  his  political  opponents.  So  far  a» 
the  Premier  was  concerned,  he  was  anxioiu  thab 
the  letter  should  come  out,  because  it  hit  him 
harder  than  he  liked,  and  after  the  way  he  (Mr. 
Lewis)  had  been  treated  he  would  be  jostified 
in  putting  the  letter  into  Hansard  again  ;  hot, 
having  once  consented,  for  the  reason  he  had 
stated — that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  unfair  lo  the 
Premier— he  was  not  going  to  be  betrayed  into 
anything  that  was  not  fair  and  reaecmahle 
simply  because  the  Premier  had  acted  trea- 

OQ  cherously  to  him.  That  was  aJl  the 
explanation  he  had  to  offer.  All  he 
could  say  was  that  he  was  sorry  the  letter  had 
not  appeared  as  it  was  given  at  first.  In 
fairness  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wairan,. 
he  might  say  that  the  remarks  he  had  made 
on  the  presumption  that  the  letter  was  a 
genuine  one  had  since  been  expunged  from 
Hansard. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  that  this  was  a 
case  for  levity  at  all.  He  did  not  know,  and. 
he  had  been  in  the  House  for  a  great  many 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  speaking  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  asking  leave  lor 
an  explanation  in  reference  to  what  had  been 
said  by  the  last  speaker.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  when  he  got  up  to  speak  Sir  Bobert  Stout 
always  endeavoured  to  prevent  his  doing  so. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
had  a  right  to  ask  a  question  about  the 
honourable  member's  right  to  speak.  He 
wished  to  speak  on  this  matter  himself. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
did  not  raise  the  same  question  when  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City, 
Mr.  Lewis,  got  up. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  that  honourable  gentle- 
man asked  permission  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  also  asked  permission 
of  the  Speaker,  as  he  wished  to  give  his 
explanation  with  respect  to  this  question. 
He  received — he  thought  it  was  on  Friday 
last — the  Hansard  proof  for  correction.  When 
he  received  it  he  found  to  his  astonishment 
that  a  letter  appeared  there  with  his  name 
attached. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  how  coold  that  be 
the  honourable  gentleman's  own  proof  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  that  members  would 
extend  to  him  that  courtesy  which  had  been 
extended  to  the  honourable  member  for  Ghnst- 
church  City,  Mr.  Lewis.  He  said  the  proof 
he  received  was  his  own,  and  on  looking  over 
it  he  saw  just  at  the  head  of  it  the  letter  which 
Mr.  Speaker  had  said  was,  and  which  was  now 
known  as  being,  fictitious,  and  on  reading  tbe 
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Hansard  he  found  that  this  statement  had  ap- 
peared before  the  letter.  Mr.  Lewis  said,  **  I 
will  now  read  a  letter  which,  somehow  or  an- 
other, oame  into  my  hands,  written  by  the  Pre- 
mier to  a  shippinff  company." 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  if  the  Premier  was  going  to 
read,  shoald  he  not  read  it  all  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
was  quite  entitled  to  say  what  he  was  saying, 
and  was  not  required  to  read  more  than  he 
thought  fit. 

Mr.  SEDBON  was  only  using  this  to  show 
that  there  was  nothing  in  reading  Hansard  to 
show  that  the  letter  was  fictitious,  or  that  it 
was  intended  as  a  joke.  An/ one  taking  up 
Hansard  and  reading  it  with  the  context,  and 
the  letter  with  his  name  attached  to  it — he  did 
not  care  who  he  was — it  would  not  require  a 
▼ery  high  order  of  intelligence  to  understand, 
and  would  appear  as  a  genuine  production, 
especially  seeing  there  was  nothing  after  the 
letter  to  explain  what  the  honourable  member 
had  explained  since.  It  was  true  that  some- 
thing had  appeared  in  the  papers  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  a  joke ;  but  there  were  thousands  of 
people  who  probably  read  Hcmsard  who  would 
never  read  these  papers,  and  there  were  people 
who,  after  he  had  gone  and  after  the  honourable 
member  had  gone,  would  read  Hansard  and 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  genuine 
letter.  He  thought,  himself,  at  the  time  he  was 
referring  to,  that  Hansard  had  not  been  printed 
at  all.  He  thought,  having  the  proof  before 
him  at  the  time,  that  Hansard  was  not  pub- 
lished, and  that  there  was  time  for  him  to 
interfere.  He  went  and  saw  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  had  correctly  stated  what  occurred. 
But  he  had  omitted  this  much:  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
said  that  he  would  bring  it  under  the  notice  of 
the  House,  and  Mr.  Speaker  then  said,"  I  think 
I  vou  had  better  see  Mr.  Lewis ;  in  a  case  of  this 
I  kind  probably  he  will  not  see  any  objection 
to  withdrawing  it.  I  think  you  had  better 
'  acrange  between  yourselves."  He  thought  that 
was  what  Mr.  Speaker  said';  at  any  rate,  that 
was  the  impression  left  on  his  mind.  He  (Mr. 
Seddon)  went  and  saw  Mr.  Lewis,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  City,  and  there 
was  present  at  the  time  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie) 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  (Mr. 
Moore).  He  asked  the  honourable  member  to 
read  it  himself,  and  tell  him  (Mr.  Seddon) 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  say  there  was  any 
evidence,  on  reading  it,  to  show  the  letter  was 
fictitious.    He  read  it,  and  said  there  was  not. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes;  the  honourable 
member  said  there  was  not.  He  thought  it  was 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  who  suggested  it  was  not 
clear  that  it  was  fictitious,  and  something  should 
be  put  in  to  show  what  was  intended. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that  was  his  own  suggestion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  understood  it  was  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie's.  That  was  his  recollection  on  the 
point,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  would  say  whether  he  was  correct  or  not. 
After  some  further  conversation  about  it  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  pointed  out  to  the  honourable  member 


what  the  effect  would  be  if  it  was  allowed  to 
remain  there — that  there  were  many  who  would 
read  it  who  would  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  a  genuine  letter.  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
also  stated  to  the  honourable  member  he  knew 
of  no  case  of  any  letter  or  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  joke  where  the  name  of  the  nerson 
was  appended  to  it  as  in  this  case,  and  he  ob- 
jected to  having  his  name  used  in  that  wav. 
That  was  what  he  took  exception  to.  He  said 
that  if  the  letter  appeared  there  with  his  signa- 
ture attached  to  it,  as  he  had  not  written  the 
letter  and  the  signature  being  fictitious,  he 
would,  of  course,  take  other  steps.  He  left  it 
with  the  honourable  member  at  that.  The  next 
person  he  saw  was  the  Hansard  Supervisor, 
who  then  came  to  him  and  said— he  was  not 
sure  whether  Mr.  Lewis  himself  did  not  come 
and  see  him  again 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  he  did.  Next,  the 
Hansard  Supervisor  came ;  and  Mr.  Lewis  him- 
self came  and  told  him  (Mr.  Seddon)  he  was 
going  to  excise  it  from  Hansard  after  thinking 
it  over;  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  expressed  his  plea- 
sure at  the  course  he  was  taking,  as  be  did  now. 
When  the  Hansard  Supervisor  came,  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  said  he  could  give  no  orders ;  at  the 
same  time  he  thought  it  was  very  wrong,  as  his 
proof  was  uncorrected,  that  this  should  go  into 
Hansard,  Some  time  afterwards  he  came  to 
him  (Mr.  Seddon)  and  said  some  of  the  Han- 
sards had  been  issued,  but  not  distributed,  and 
that  he  had  taken  steps  to  give  effect  to  the 
wishes  of  the  parties  in  the  matter.  There 
would  be  no  alteration  or  excision.  The  par- 
ticular number  of  Hansard  issued  would 
simply  appear  with  two  pages  less  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  Thai 
was  the  only  difference  made  in  respect  to 
the  Hansard f  and,  such  being  the  case,  be  was 
satisfied  in  the  matter.  Then,  the  next  he 
heard  of  it  was  from  Mr.  Lewis ;  and  he  ques- 
tioned very  much  whether  they  should  have 
heard  anything  about  this  in  the  House  at  all 
had  it  not  been  for  what  subsequently  trans- 
pired. This  was  what  hap|)enea:  A  member 
said  to  him,  "  That  ferret,  Pirani,  has  got  hold 
of  this." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  hold  that  that  is 
not  a  proper  term  to  use  in  reference  to  a 
member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  all  events,  a  member 
told  him  within  an  hour  after  the  occurrence 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston 
had  got  hold  of  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— You  spoke  to  me  first  about  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  at  once  that  he 
feared  no  consequences  from  Mr.  Pirani.  He 
knew  very  well,  so  far  as  keeping  back  the  two 

Eages,  and  the  arrangement  made  between  the 
onourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  Oity  and 

himself, 

Mr.  PIRANI.— There  are  eight  pages. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  know  how 
many  there  were.  Whatever  number  there 
was,  that  was  the  result.  That  was  all  he 
knew  in  respect  to  it.  But  he  would  say  this : 
that  he  told  the  honourable  member  the  truth 
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:i¥hen  he  said  he  never  knew  a  case  yet  where 
a  letter  appeared  in  Hatua/rd,  purporting  to 
be  signed  oy  a  member  of  the  Houbo  or 
any  one  else,  when  the  signature  of  the  person 
it  came  horn  was  not  appended  to  it.  It  was 
f[oing  a  long  way  to  take  the  liberty  of  append- 
ing a  name,  knowing  at  the  time  that  the 
person  never  penned  the  letter,  and  was  not 
aware  of  the  existence  of  it.  If  that  were 
allowed  to  go  on  they  would  lay  down  a  very 
dangerous  precedent.  As  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  he  was  to  blame  in  the  first  instance 
with  regard  to  a  bogus  prospectus,  any  one  who 
read  Hansard  would  see  he  made  it  clear.  At 
any  rate,  he  appeuded  no  names  to  it. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— Oh  I 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  read  from  the 
prospectus.  It  was  a  printed  prospectus, 
eighteen  years  old,  which  he  had  had  for  many 
years,  and  he  neither  put  anything  to  it  nor 
took  anything  from  it.  It  was  a  prospectus 
which  was  printed  at  the  time;  ana  he  said, 
in  his  remarks  in  Hansard,  "  My  friends  have 
often  read  to  us  bogus  speeches  and  addresses. 
At  all  events,  this  reads  nicely,  and  I  will  leave 
honourable  members  to  find  out  whether  this 
proposal  was  about  to  be  put  on  the  market 
or  not."  If  there  had  been  remarks  like  that 
attached  to  the  letter  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City,  they  would  have  had  no 
trouble.  Any  one  reading  it  would  see  at  once 
that  it  was  a  joke,  and  fictitious.  He  referred 
to  .bogus  prospectuses,  and  there  was  an  end 
of  the  matter. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  read  from  the  beginning  of  the 
speech  he  would  see  that  facts  were  stated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  some  facts;  but  he  never 
pretended  that  referred  to  the  matter.  Now,  he 
regretted  where  members  in  the  House,  as  in 
this  case — and  it  was  not  the  first  case,  it  was 
often  done  by  members  in  the  heat  of  debate — 
but  where  expressions  were  used  that  might 
hurt  one's  feelings,  and  there  was  a  modifica- 
tion, and  both  parties  were  willing  to  do  that, 
he  thought  it  would  be  against  the  proper  con- 
•duct  of  the  business  of  that  House  if  any  stand 
were  taken  against  it.  But  in  this  case  his 
name  was  appended  to  a  letter  sent  down  to  the 
Printing  Office  which  he  never  signed  and  knew 
nothing  whatever  about.  It  was  intended  to 
be  a  joke;  and  after  that  joke  was  heard  in 
the  House  it  should  not  stand  to  be  read  by 
others,  when  he  had  passed  away,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Lewis)  and  the  papers  were  not  there  to  ex- 
plain what  the  facts  were.  He  thought,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City  and  himself  did  the 
proper  thing.  As  regarded  their  action  in  the 
matter,  he  might  say  that  Mr.  Speaker  had  at 
all  times  acted  in  the  best  interests  of  honour- 
able members  who  were  situated  as  he  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  were. 
The  fact  that  Mr.  Speaker  suggested  to  him  to 
see  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  showed  the  course  he  intended  to  take  up 
^namely,  that  he  would  not  undertake  the  re- 
sponsibility. Mr.  Speaker  mentioned  to  him 
Mr,  Seddan 


that  there  was  no  Printing  and  Reportiiic 
Debates  Committee  or  he  would  have  referrea 
the  matter  to  them.  That  was  when  he  (B£r. 
Seddon)  said  he  would  be  compelled  to  bring 
the  matter  up  in  the  House.  He  thoogbt  that 
under  the  circumstances  the  House  would  rest 
satisfied  that  no  wrong  had  been  done. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  if  he  might  ask  the  Pre- 
mier a  question.  He  did  not  intend  to  refer  to 
the  Premier's  undignified  personal  reference  to 
himself,  but  sometning  in  the  Premier's  speech 
wanted  more  explanation.  How  did  the  Pre- 
mier get  a  proof  of  the  speech  of  the  honoor- 
able  member  for  Christchurch  City  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  why  and  the  where- 
fore was  that  they  had  a  rule  now,  where  inter- 
jections were  made,  the  interjection  was  sent 
to  the  member  who  made  the  interjection. 

Hon.  MxHBEBS.— No. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— The  member  has  to  go  to  the 
interjection. 

Mr.  SEDDON  could  only  say  the  interjection 
was  sent  to  him  marked  in  red  penoil.  Thmt 
was  the  explanation.  That  was  how  it  oune 
to  him.  He  might  say  that  interjections  made 
by  Ministers  sometimes  came  to  them  msfked 
**  inaudible."  He  had  explained  how  he  got  it 
in  this  instance. 

Mr.  KICHARDSON  said  that  if  interjeotioni 
were  sent  to  Ministers,  why  were  they  treated 
specially?  He  had  haid  no  interjeotiona  aent 
to  him,  but  had  had  printed  notices,  **  Inter- 
jection: Come  and  see  Hansard  Supervisor." 
He  was  not  permitted  to  see  a  proof  of  the 
speech.  Why  were  Ministers  treated  differently 
to  other  members?  They  were  none  other 
than  members  of  that  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  know  what 
the  rule  was  with  regard  to  submittins  inter- 
jections to  Ministers  for  correction,  but  he 
would  ascertain  from  the  Supervisor,  and,  if 
requisite,  bring  the  matter  before  the  Report- 
ing Debates  Committee. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  thought  chat  all  mem- 
bers should  be  treated  alike. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  this  was  a  question 
of  tampering  with  Hansard.  It  seemed  to  him 
thac  there  had  been  a  very  grave  action  taken 
by  two  honourable  gentlemen — the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  and  the  Premier. 
Ha  thought  both  were  liable  to  the  censure  of 
the  House  for  having  deliberately  tampered 
with  Hansard.  However,  as  there  was  no 
question  before  the  House,  he  did  not  want  to 
raise  that  question  now.  He  had  very  strong 
views  upon  the  necessity  of  their  debates  being 
reported  absolutely  impartially.  There  was 
the  fact,  apparently,  that  after  members 
had  said  very  hard  things  of  one  another  it 
remained  for  them,  if  they  chose,  to  exciM 
what  they  had  deliberately  stated  in  that 
House.  It  was  not  only,  as  in  this  »n!?tanTW, 
between  two  members,  but  there  had  been 
excisions  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City,  the  Premier,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairau,  and  perhaps  others. 
If  this  sort  of  thing  went  on  Hansard  would  j 
then  cease  to  be  an  official  document.  They  ' 
would  no  longer  feel  that  it  contained  what 
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had  mmspired  in  the  House.  He  ventured  to 
ttj  that  the  oontiol  of  Hansard  had  passed 
away  from  tiie  proper  authority,  the  Speaker 
and  members  of  the  House,  and  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  Ministers,  and  that  was  a  most 
dangerous  thing.  There  was  nothing  before 
«he  House,  but  the  position  was  a  very  serious 
one.  It  was  not  the  three  gentlemen  intensted, 
but  the  whole  House  should  decide  whether 
thero  should  be  an  alteration  in  Hansarcf  under 
any  circnmstanoes  at  all.  He  contended  that  the 
Reporting  Debates  Committee  had  no  right  to 
excise  whole  sentences  of  honourable  members' 
speeches,  or  make  any  material  alterations 
whatever.  It  was  a  question  for  the  House 
and  for  the  House  alone  to  decide,  and  no 
powers  could  be  delegated  to  the  Reporting 
i>ebates  Committee  to  alter  a  report  when  once 
it  had  been  delivered  and  revised  in  Eaiuard, 

An  Hon.  Mskbsb. — Stop  the  correction  of 
Hansard. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  would  not  do  ; 
but  when  the  proof  had  been  corrected  so  as  to 
ropresent  what  a  member  said  or  believed  him- 
eelf  to  have  said,  then  there  ought  to  be  no  sub- 
sequent alteration  of  Hansard^  not  even  with 
the  mutual  consent  of  two  or  three  members. 
He  thought  it  was  a  matter  which  the  House 
ought  to  consider  ver^  gravely,  and  he  hoped 
on  some  future  occasion  they  should  discuss 
the  question  of  the  debates  being  reported  and 
subsequently  tampered  with  by  honourable 
members. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  that,  as  his  name  had  been 
brought  into  this  matter,  he  might  say,  by  way 
of  personal  explanation,  that  he  agroed  with 
the  honourable  leader  of  the  Opposition  that, 
as  a  rule,  it  was  not  advisable  to  excise 
speeches  from  Hamard  after  correction.  He 
was  not  afraid  to  stand  by  what  appeared 
in  his  name  in  Hansard  at  any  time,  and  he 
hoped  he  never  would  be.  At  the  time  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
.(Mr.  Lewis)  spoke,  probably  owing  to  not  being 
a  Scotchman — or  being  a  Scotchman — he  could 
not  see  the  joke.  Probably  the  honourable 
senior  member  for  Christchurch  City  might 
not  be  a  Scotchman,  and  he  did  not  make 
others  see  the  joke.  At  any  rate,  the  honour- 
able  member  quite  forgot  to  explain  when 
reading  the  letter  that  it  was  a  joke,  and 
he  need  not  remind  the  honourable  member 
that  what  was  intended  for  a  little  joke  or 
a  sarcastic  saying  in  the  House  boro  an 
altogether  different  aspect  when  viewed  m 
cold  print.  Words  then  only  conveyed  their 
-own  meaning,  and  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  read  the  letter 
he  must  say  he  did  not  gather  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  perpetrating  a  joke  at  first. 
It  might  be  a  want  of  intelligence  taking  the 
matter  as  earnest.  But  this  was  not  the  first 
time,  and  the  honourable  member  was  not  the 
first  person  who  had  got  into  a  tight  place 
through  showing  rather  too  much  intelligence 
and  signing  other  people's  names  to  letters  and 
papers.  He  advised  the  honourable  member  to 
be  very  oaxef ul  in  the  future  or  be  might  get  into 
greater  trouble.    He  looked  upon  the  matter 


as  one  which  would  be  recorded  against  the 
Premier,  and,  having  heard  so  many  infamous 
things  hurled  broadcast  at  the  Premier  without 
the  shadow  of  truth  in  them,  he  naturally  con- 
cluded this  was  one  like  the  rest,  and  it  wanted 
some  remarks  and  explanation  in  case  some 
one  might  bring  the  matter  up  in  the  future. 
He  heard  no  more  of  this  occurrence  until 
the  honourable  senior  member  for  Christohuroh 
City  came  to  him  and  asked  him  if  he  would 
mind  excising  what  he  had  said  in  regard 
to  the  honourable  member's  letter.  He  said 
then  he  was  not  clear  about  excising  any 
matter  out  of  Hansard,  but  that  personally 
he  had  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  and  that  if 
the  honourable  member  told  him  it  was  a 
bogus  letter  from  beginning  to  end,  and  t^ere 
was  no  further  intention  to  do  any  harm  than 
cause  a  little  amusement  in  the  House,  he 
would  be  quite  willing  to  withdraw  any  re- 
marks he  had  made.  If  he  had  shown  a  want 
of  intelligence  in  helping  the  honourable  mem- 
ber out  of  a  tight  place  he  thought  he  must 
leave  it  to  the  House  to  judge ;  at  any  rate, 
that  was  his  reason  for  doing  what  he  had 
done.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  much 
better  for  all  of  them  to  weigh  first  the  words 
they  used  in  the  House,  or  the  effect  of  '*  bogus 
letters,"  and  then  there  would  be  no  need  to 
excise  them  from  Hansard,  He  was  very  sorry 
this  matter  had  been  brought  up  in  the  way  it 
had  been.  He  certainly  thought  that  if  in  the 
heat  of  debate  a  member  made  a  mistake  it 
was  only  right  he  should  be  allowed  to  correct 
it  before  it  became  embalmed  in  Hansard  for 
ever. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  had  only  a  word 
to  say  in  reference  to  this  matter,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  assumed  a  more  serious 
aspect  after  honourable  members  had  spoken 
than  it  did  at  the  commencement.  The  ques- 
tion of  interjections  had  come  up,  and  he  might 
say  that  within  the  last  five  minutes  a  notice 
of  an  interjection  of  his  (Mr.  Mackenzie's)  had 
been  put  into  his  hands.  This  was  the  only 
printed  form  sent  to  honourable  members,  and 
it  ran  as  follows :  **  A  proof  has  been  received 
from  the  Printing  Office  of  an  interjection 
made  by  you,  which  may  be  seen  for  correction, 
if  necessary,  at  the  Supervisor's  room."  That 
was  the  invariable  form  sent  to  honourable 
members,  and  they  had  to  go  there — he  did  not 
usually  go  himself;  it  was  not  important 
enough — to  see  if  the  interjection  was  correct. 
It  now  had  transpired  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate that  the  interjection  itself,  and  not  the 
mere  notice  of  it,  was  sent  to  Ministers,  from 
which  he  gathered  that  Ministers  were  enabled 
to  see  the  uncorrected  proofs  of  honourable 
members'  speeches.  It  was  a  privilege,  if  it 
could  be  caJled  one,  which  was  accorded  to  no 
other  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  the  corrected 
proof  in  print  that  Ministers  saw.  He  had 
never  seen  yet  the  uncorrected  proof  of  any 
member. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that,  of 
course,  made  the  matter  somewhat  better,  but 
it  still  remained  true,  and  he  did  not  think  any 
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member  oonld  dissent  from  it,  that  there  should 
be  no  difference  between  Ministers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  House  in  matters  of  the  kind.  So 
far  as  their  speeches  were  oonoemed,  Ministers 
were  only  members  just  as  he  and  other  mem- 
bers were ;  and  he  did  not  think  it  should  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Supervisor  to  permit  any 
privileges  other  than  were  allowed  by  the  rules 
which  regulated  such  matters.  The  Premier 
had  mendoned  his  name  in  connection  with 
this  business.  He  was  present  when  the  inter- 
view took  place  between  the  Premier  and  the 
honourable  senior  member  for  Ghristchuroh 
City,  and  what  the  Premier  now  said  was 
suratantially  correct.  The  Premier  objected 
to  this  letter  appearing  in  Hcmiord^  and  his 
honourable  friend  the  senior  member  for 
Ghristchuroh  City  expressed  his  willingness  to 
expunge  the  Premier's  name  from  it  and 
otherwise  make  it  plain  that  the  letter  was  a 
mere  joke ;  but  the  Premier  objected,  and  said 
the  whole  letter  ought  to  be  expunged,  adding 
that  Mr.  Speaker  thought  so  too.  He  (Mr. 
Mackenzie)  confessed  that  he  was  himself  of 
the  same  opinion ;  he  felt  that  no  member's 
name  should  be  appended  to  a  letter  which  he 
did  not  write,  and  he  said  so  at  the  time. 
What  he  rose,  however,  to  explain  was  that 
only  one-half  of  the  mischief  had  been  reme- 
died by  expunging  this  letter.  It  still  re- 
mained a  fact  that  the  Premier  mentioned  the 
names  of  a  number  of  persons — some  dead  and 
many  of  them  now  living — in  connection  with 
a  bogus  prospectus  which  did  not  on  the  face 
of  it  say  it  was  fictitious.  That  prospectus 
asserted  that  a  sum  of  £20,000  was  to  be 
subscribed  by  banking  corporations  in  the 
colony  to  acquire  Native  lands,  which  were  to 
be  given  to  employers  and  big  people  generally. 
That  was  the  statement  originally  msbde  by  the 
Premier,  and  he  thought  at  the  time  it  was 
a  poor  joke ;  but  it  was  ghastly  when  read 
in  cold  blood  in  Hansard,  It  says  plainly  that 
these  men  had  induced  banking  corporations 
to  subscribe  large  sums  of  money  to  rob  people 
of  Native  lands,  which  were  to  be  given  to  a 
select  few.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Premier,  now  that  he  had  gained  his  own  point, 
and  the  sham  letter  had  been  expunged  from 
Hansa/rdy  to  get  up  in  the  House  and  say  in 
plain  terms  that  his  own  was  a  bogus  pro- 
spectus, and  that  no  possible  importance  is  to 
be  attached  to  what  he  said  about  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  so  previously,  and  I 
repeat  it  now. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  the  Premier  had  been 
good  enough  to  mention  his  name  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  He  would  just  state  what 
his  recollections  were  of  the  interview  between 
the  right  honou  rable  gentleman  and  the  honour- 
able senior  member  for  Christchurch  City.  The 
Premier  brought  Hansard  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchuroh  Gity,  and  objected  to 
the  bogus  letter  that  was  inserted.  Certainly 
the  impression  was  left  in  his  mind  that  Mr. 
Speaker  had  given  Mr.  Seddon  to  understand 
that  he  objected  to  the  bogus  letter  appear- 
ing in  Hansard^  and  that  the  letter  should  not 
be  allowed  to  appear.  After  some  oonversa- 
Mr,  M,  J.  8.  MackenHe 


tion  the  honourable  member  for  OhriBtohnxeh 
City  wished  to  strike  out  the  Premier's  BAina 
o  QQ  and  insert  something  to  make  it  per- 
'  feotlv  olear  that  the  letter  was  a  bojgiiia 
one.  He  understood  that  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairan  oritioizing  Uie 
letter  were  also  to  be  struck  out.  The  imprea* 
slon  on  his  mind  was  that  the  Premier  g^ve 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  Oife^ 
clearly  to  understand  that  Mr.  Speaker  objeeCed 
to  the  letter,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  stniek  oat 
from  Hansard.     With  regard  to  the 

Srinciple  involved,  that  point  had  already  1 
ealt  with  by  other  honourable  membera. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  never  read  the 
letter,  and  therefore  could  not  have  expressed 
any  opinion  about  it. 

WELLINGTON  HARBOUR  BOARD 
EMPOWERING  BILL. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  brought  up  the  report  of  fthe 
Local  Bills  Committee  on  this  Bill,  which  stsktod 
that,  the  Standing  Orders  not  having  been 
complied  with,  the  Committee  had  not  oon- 
sidered  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  had  no 
recommendation  to  make. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON  moved.  That  the  report 
be  referred  back  to  the  Committee,  in  order 
that  the  Committee  might  report  on  the  meats 
of  the  Bill,  and  with  the  view  of  having  the 
disabilities  imposed  by  the  Standing  OvAbis 
removed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DEFENCE  REPORT. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  would  like  U> 
ask  the  Minister  of  Defence  when  he  would 
bring  down  the  report  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces  on  our  defences  and  Volunteers.  It 
was  impossible  to  properly  discuss  the  defence 
estimates  unless  members  had  that  report  in 
their  possession. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  thought  the  le- 
port  would  be  ready  in  the  course  of  this  week* 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Do  I  understand  we 
shall  not  be  asked  to  deal  with  the  defenos 
estimates  until  we  get  that  report  ? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  it  all  depended  on 
the  progress  made  with  the  estimates. 

MESSENGERS. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  a  return  had  been  ordered 
by  the  House  referring  to  the  messengers  of 
the  House.  He  would  like  to  know  if  that 
return  would  be  laid  on  the  table  before  the 
vote  for  the  messengers  was  dealt  with. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  thought  the  retain 
was  almost  ready. 

ROCKS  POINT. 
Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  asked  the  Govenunent, 
If  they  will  make  provision  on  this  year's  esti- 
mates for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on 
Kiourangi  or  Rocks  Point,  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island,  as  recommended  by  the  Ship- 
masters' Association?  This  was  one  of  the 
most  important  lighthouses  which  could  be 
erected  in  the  colony.  Several  shipwrecks  had 
occurred  in  the    vicinity.     The   Government 
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piomiflad  to  make  pzoyif ion  for  this  llshthooBe 
■eyexal  yean  a^.  He  thought  the  time  had 
now  arrived  when  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  work. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  quite  agreed  with  the 
honourable  member  as  to  the  importance  of 
a  lighthouse  being  erected  at  the  point  re- 
ferred to.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  xTautioal 
Adviser  and  of  the  shipmasters  trading  there 
that  a  lighthouse  should  be  erected  at  Hocks 
Point.  He  hoped  next  year  to  make  provision 
for  such  a  work. 

LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Premier,  If 
he  is  correctly  reported  to  have  stated,  at  a 
meeting  of  Natives  held  on  the  25th  instant, 
that  "in  1896  a  Land  Bill  was  before  the 
Legislative  Oounoil,  and  some  one  got  hold  of 
one  of  the  members  and  pointed  out  to  him 
what  a  great  benefit  to  the  Natives  it  would  be 
if  one  word  were  inserted  after  the  word  *  lease ' 
in  a  certain  clause.  ...  He  (the  Premier) 
felt  sure  that  when  this  transaction  was  ex- 
poeed  in  Parliament  justice  would  be  done  to  the 
Natives,  and  punishment  would  be  inflicted  on 
those  who  would  so  use  Parliament  for  their 
own  purposes  "  ?  If  the  report  be  correct,  or 
substantially  so,  is  he  prepared  to  state  which 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council  moved  the 
amendment,  and  what  exactly  has  been  its 
effect  in  the  instance  of  the  thirty  thousand 
acres  referred  to  by  him  at  the  meeting  ?  As 
the  Premier  might  not  be  "  prepared  "  to  give 
the  information  as  to  the  member  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  who  moved  the  amendment  re- 
ferred to,  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  might  mention 
that  it  appeued  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  last  year  that  on  the 
14th  October  the  amendment  was  made  on 
the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith — 
a  gentleman  who  took  his  seat  in  the  Council 
that  same  session  on  the  appointment  of  the 
present  Qovemment.  The  latter  part  of  the 
question  might  not  be  susceptible  of  quite  so 
clear  an  explanation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  use  the  words 
quoted  by  the  honourable  member.  He  did 
not  know  where  the  honourable  member  had 
taken  them  from.  Full  information  with 
respect  to  this  matter  would  be  given  to  the 
honoarable  member  by  the  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District,  Mr.  Heke,  who  waited 
upon  him  with  the  deputation  alluded  to.  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith 
was  the  membtt  of  the  Council  who  moved  the 
amendment,  and  that  gentleman  had  informed 
him  that  he  did  so  at  we  wish  and  instigation 
of  a  solicitor  practising  in  Wellington. 

LIBRABY. 
Mr.  LABN ACH  asked  the  Premier,  Whether, 
when  having  alterations  and  additions  made 
to  the  library  during  the  recess,  he  will 
have  provided  at  the  same  time  extra  writing- 
rooms  for  members,  to  enable  them  to  carry 
on  their  correspondence  in  spare  hours  without 
being  continually  disturbed  ? 
.   Mr.  HALL-JONES  replied  that  plans  were 


being  prepared,  and  he  would  see  if  the  con- 
venience asked  for  could  not  be  provided,  so 
as  to  enable  honourable  members  to  carry  on 
their  oorrespoodenoe  with  greater  comfort. 

KAWHIA  LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENT. 

Mr.  LANG  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
intend  to  open  up  for  settlement  on  an  early 
date  the  land  they  have  acquired  on  the  south 
side  of  Kawhia  Harbour  ?  His  reason  for  ask- 
ing the  question  was  that  the  people  who  held 
land  in  Kawhia  thought  thak  they  had  been 
badly  treated  by  the  Qovemment,  in  febat  they 
had  paid  a  high  price  for  their  sections  on  the 
understanding  that  the  adjoining  land  would 
shortly  be  opened  up.  This  had  not  been  done, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  the  property  of 
these  people  was  rendered  almost  viJueless. 
He  now  heard  that  the  Government  had 
acquired  a  large  amount  of  land  adjacent  to 
this  fine  harbour,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  able  to  inform  him  that  they 
would  open  that  land  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  reply,  he  had  to 
state  that  the  Crown  land  on  the  south  side  of 
Kawhia  Harbour  would  be  open  for  settlement 
as  soon  as  the  area  was  increased  by  the  com- 
pletion of  the  adjoining  purchases,  the  nego- 
tiations for  which  were  being  carried  on  at  the 
present  time. 

KING-COUNTRY  LAND  FOR  SETTLE- 
MENT. 

Mr.  LANG  asked  the  Government,  When 
they  intend  to  open  up  for  settlement  the  land 
that  they  have  acquired  from  the  Natives  in 
the  King-country  (Robe  Potae)?  This  ques- 
tion had  reference  to  the  King- country.  He 
believed  the  Government  owned  at  the  present 
time  600,000  acres  of  land  in  that  district,  and 
that  the  greater  portion  of  this  large  area  was 
very  suitable  for  settlement.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  Government  how  long  they  intended 
to  keep  this  large  tract  of  country  closed. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  his  reply  to  the 
question  was  that  they  had  a  large  area  in  this 
country.  They  had  already  acquired  60,000 
acres  in  the  Robe  Potae  (King- country)  avail- 
able for  settlement.  He  might  still  further  ex- 
plain that  through  the  operations  of  the  Native 
Land  Court,  now  sitting  at  Otorohanga,  it  was 
expected  that  this  area  would  be  very  much 
largely  increased,  and  it  would  therefore  be  inad- 
visable in  the  meantime  to  place  the  land  in  the 
market,  as  surveys  would  have  to  be  made  and 
roads  formed  before  it  could  be  disposed  of  to 
advantage.  When  the  purchases  were  com- 
plete— that  was,  when  they  were  settled  by  the 
Court — the  Government  would  initiate  a  scheme 
by  which  the  lands  purchased  by  the  Crown 
would  be  properly  roaded  and  surveyed  into 
suitable  sections.  He  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  himself  see  that  it  would  be 
unwise  for  the  Government  to  proceed  in  any 
other  way  for  the  settlement  of  that  district. 

ASHBURTON  OLD  MEN'S  HOME. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will  place  upon  the  estimates  a  suffi- 
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oient  sum  to  cover  the  cost  of  rebuilding  the 
Old  Men's  Home  at  Ashburton?  He  would 
point  out  that  there  were  sixty-five  inmates  in 
this  Old  Men's  Home,  and  that  the  buildingR 
had  been  for  years  in  a  deplorable  condition. 
Dr.  MacGregor  stated  in  his  last  report  with 
reference  to  them,  "  The  buildings  are  worn-out 
and  quite  unsuitable."  He  put  the  question  in 
the  hope  that  the  Government  might  see  its 
way  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  had  learned  that 
the  building  referred  to  was  very  old,  and  that 
something  ought  to  be  done.  A  communicsb- 
tion  on  the  subject  had  been  received  by  the 
department  from  the  Canterbury  Board,  and  he 
■was  inclined  to  think  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Board  to  arrange  for  another  site  and  to 
erect  more  suitable  buildings. 

WEST  COAST  NATIVE  RESERVES  ACT. 
Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  section  7  of 
**  The  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Aot, 
1896,"  in  the  direction  of  allowing  ratepayers 
in  districts  where  the  land  is  held  from  the 
Public  Trustee  under  the  West  Coast  Native 
Reserves  Act  to  borrow  money  under  the  Go- 
vernment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act?  He 
desired  to  mention  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance  to  a  considerable  number 
of  settlers  in  the  Taranaki  District.  Before 
the  Aot  of  last  year  was  passed  the  settlers 
holding  land  under  the  West  Coast  Native 
Reserves  Act  could  borrow  money  under  the 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  but  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  amending  Act  it  had  been  held  that 
clause  7  prohibited  the  Treasury  from  sanction- 
ing loans  under  the  principal  Act  to  be  expended 
upon  roads  to  open  up  these  lands.  He  thought 
the  Legislature  in  passing  the  amending  Act  of 
last  session  did  not  anticipate  that  clause  7 
would  have  that  effect,  and  did  not  wish  to 
prohibit  the  holders  of  leases  from  the  Public 
Trustee  from  raising  loans  to  improve  the  roads 
leading  to  their  sections.  It  appeared  that  the 
question  turned  upon  the  interpretation  given 
to  the  words  "Native  lands'*  in  the  Act.  He 
understood  the  Public  Trustee  contended  that 
the  lands  leased  from  him  did  not  come 
under  the  category  of  **  Native  lands  "  as  the 
words  occurred  in  that  Aot ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Public  Trustee  held  that  they  were 
still  "  Native  lands  "  whether  they  were  or  were 
not  leased  from  the  Public  Trustee.  The  Public 
Trustee  contended  that  these  lands  were  vested 
in  him  in  fee-simple,  to  be  administered  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Natives,  and  that  when  the  les- 
sees, the  settlers,  paid  the  rates  upon  them  they 
should  be  allowed  to  borrow  money  under  the 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act.  As  he  had  said, 
the  Treasury  officials  placed  another  interpre- 
tation on  the  words,  and  considered  that  the 
wording  of  the  clause  prohibited  them  from 
sanctioning  loans  to  the  local  bodies  to  improve 
the  roads  going  through  these  blocks  of  land. 
In  the  meantime  the  settlers  appeared  to  be 
in  this  position  :  The  Public  Trustee  demanded 
from  settlers  the  payment  of  their  rents,  and 
for  nine  months  in  the  year  they  could  not 
Mr.  Wright 


gain  access  to  the  dairy  factories  owing  to  the 
bad  state  of  the  roads  running  through  theee 
blocks. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  appeared  there 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  this 
matter.  It  was  contended  that  the  lands  under 
the  West  Coast  Settlement  Act  were  Tested  in 
the  Public  Trustee  in  fee-simple,  and  were  not 
**  Native  lands  "  in  the  ordinary  sense.  He  was 
himself  inclined  to  think  that,  if  any  bar  was 
imposed  by  the  Act  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  his  question,  it  was  only 
proper  that  these  tenants  should  have  the  right 
to  raise  money  by  loan  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing their  roads.  It  would  be  quite  as  well  that 
this  matter  should  be  considered  farther.  He 
would  endeavour  to  have  it  gone  into  carefully, 
and  later  on  he  might  be  able  to  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  what  really  was  the 
position,  and  how  the  Act  could  be  amended,  if 
it  was  necessary  to  do  so,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
settlers  in  that  district. 

REDRESS  AGAINST  SHIPPING  COM- 
PANIES. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  pass  the  necessary  l^slation 
for  placing  owners  of  vessels  and  shipping 
companies  in  the  same  position  as  railway 
compflinies  and  other  carriers,  so  that  when 
loss  of  life  can  be  proved  to  have  occorred 
through  negligence  there  will  be  some  legal 
remedy  for  widows  and  orphans  to  obtain  at 
least  some  pecuniary  redress  7  The  reason  he 
asked  this  question  was  that  during  the  last 
few  years,  as  every  member  of  the  House 
would  have  noticed,  they  had  numerous  wrecks 
on  the  coast,  many  of  which  were  wholly 
attributable  to  carelessness  or  negligence.  If 
people  met  with  accidents  while  travelling 
by  train,  and  those  accidents  were  due  to 
negligence  or  carelessness,  there  was  a  legal 
remedy.  He  thought  it  was  now  required  tfaskt 
they  should  place  the  shipping  companies  in 
such  a  position  that  the  travelling  public  would 
understand  that  there  was  some  guarantee 
that  negligence  would  not  excuse  them.  The 
last  serious  accident  on  the  coast,  when  numy 
valuable  lives  were  lost,  the  records  of  the 
Court  showed  was  due  to  gross  oarelessneee. 
He  thought  there  should  be  some  remedy  in 
these  cases.  It  was  not  sufficient  to  simply 
cancel  a  master's  certificate  for  three  or  six 
months. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said,  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  he  might  say  that  under  the  present 
law,  so  far  as  shipping  compoknies  were  oou- 
cerned,  they  were  liable  in  the  case  of  the 
losses  referred  to  to  pay  damages  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £15  per  ton  on  the  vessel's  registered 
tonnage. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS 

ACT. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  When  the  report  of  the  Royal  Oom> 
mission  appointed  under  the  Naval  and 
Military  Settlers  Act  of  last  year  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, and  what  use  it  will  be  when  received  f 
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The  expeotationB  of  a  number  of  ▼eterans 
and  others,  numbering  over  fifteen  hundred 
throughout  the  colony,  had  been  excited  by 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  last  session,  which 
promised  a  further  investigation  into  rejected 
claims  with  the  view  of  a  final  settlement,  and 
considerable  interest  had  been  taken  in  the 
Commission  that  had  since  been  touring  the 
colony.  It  was  hoped  that  the  report  would 
not  long  be  delayed,  and  that  when  it  was 
received  it  would,  as  indicated  in  the  Act  of 
last  session,  be  made  the  subject  of  a  satis- 
aotory  adjustment  of  many  long-postponed 
promises.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be 
able  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  he  was  not  in  a 
position  at  the  present  time  to  say  when  the 
Gonmiission  would  be  able  to  report.  There 
had  been  a  considerable  amount  of  difficulty 
in  nroceeding  with  the  Commission,  as  many 
of  tnose  who  made  claims  under  the  Naval  and 
Military  Settlers'  Land-claims  Acts  had  lost 
their  discharges,  or  said  they  had  lost  them, 
and  communications  had  to  be  sent  to  the 
Horse  Guards,  London,  for  copies  of  those  dis- 
charges, and  to  get  information  with  regard  to 
the  claimants.  He  thought  it  would  be  useless  to 
have  only  a  partial  report.  They  would  require 
to  have  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  carefully 
gone  into  if  they  were  determined  that  this 
would  be  a  final  settlement  of  this  matter,  and 
it  would  be  better  that  the  Commission  should 
wait  and  get  all  the  necessary  information 
from  ihe  Horse  Guards  before  a  report  was 
made,  so  that  that  report  might  be  of  consider- 
able use  when  it  was  received. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  wished  to  know  if  it 
was  probable  that  the  report  would  be  made 
this  session. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  impossible 
to  say  at  present  whether  it  would  or  not. 

Mr.  KELLY  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Commissioner  had  gone  down  South  or  not. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Commissioner 
was  going  South. 

LOANS  TO  LOCAL  BODIES  ACT. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Premier,  If  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  introduce 
legislation  this  session  amending  the  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act,  whereby  the  terms  for  the 
refund  of  loans  might  be  extended  to,  say,  fifty 
years,  and  at  a  much  lower  rate  of  interest 
than  obtains  at  present,  thereby  giving  relief 
to  local  bodies  ?  In  consequence  of  naving 
received  a  communication  from  the  chairman 
of  a  local  body  in  his  electorate  he  had  brought 
this  under  the  notice  of  the  Government.  It 
would  give  considerable  relief  to  the  settlers 
and  to  local  bodies  generally  if  the  time  were 
extended  from  twenty-five  to,  say,  fifty  years 
during  which  a  loam  had  to  be  refunded.  At 
the  ]present  time  the  interest  on  a  loan,  and 
the  sinking  fund  necessary  to  be  made  accord- 
ing to  the  Act,  made  the  burden  rather  a  heavy 
one  that  was  much  felt  by  taxpayers. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  this  was  a  laige  and  diffi- 
eolfe  question.  On  the  one  hand  the  Govern* 
ment   had    every  desire  to   assist  the   local 


bodies  by  giving  relief :  on  the  other  this  relief 
should  not  be  given,  without  due  consideration, 
at  the  expense  of  the  general  taxpayer  of  the 
colony.  The  present  law  was  that  the  local 
authority  paid  the  Government  6  per  cent, 
for  twenty-six  years  on  the  loans  obtained ; 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  the  liability  of 
the  local  authority  ceased.  On  the  part  of  the 
Government  a  2-per-cent.  sinking  fund  had  ta 
be  maintained,  towards  which  a  contribution 
of  1)  per  cent,  was  made  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund  and  A  per  cent,  from  the  Land  Assurance 
Fund ;  and  the  intention  of  the  sinking  fund 
was  that  if  the  contributions  were  improved 
at  5  per  cent,  the  oapital  sum  would  b» 
realised  at  the  end  of  twenty-six  years.  At 
the  start  the  Government  had  to  pay  5  per 
cent,  for  the  money  they  were  able  to  lend 
to  the  local  authorities,  and  no  sinking  fund 
was  established.  The  first  contribution  to  the 
sinking  fund  was  made  in  December,  1892, 
at  which  time  the  money  lent  to  the  local 
authorities  was  costing  the  Government  ijt  per 
cent.  Since  1896  only  had  the  Treasury  been 
able  to  obtain  the  money  at  8^  per  cent.,  so 
that  prior  to  that  date  and  since  1892  the 
colony  was  not  being  entirely  recouped  by  the- 
local  authorities  the  expenses  attending  the 
money  lent  to  them.  It  was  now  qui  te  clear  that 
the  sinking  funds  could  not  be  invested  to 
yield  a  5-per-cent.  return,  and  therefore  if  only 
i  per  cent,  was  obtained  the  period  of  a  2-per- 
cent, contribution  would  have  to  be  extended 
to,  say,  twenty-nine  years.  It  must  always  be 
remembered  that  the  5-per-oent.  payment  of 
interest  by  the  local  authorities,  which  at  first 
sight  appeared  high,  was  a  payment  of  principal 
as  well  as  interest,  and  was  therefore  in  reality 
a  very  low  charge  so  far  as  the  interest  waa 
concerned.  Two  courses  appeared  to  be  open 
to  the  Government  to  enable  them  to  afford 
relief :  First,  to  do  away  with  the  sinking  fund 
altogether ;  or  secondly,  for  the  Qovemment  to> 
find  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  sinking  fund,  say,  1  per  cent. 
He  did  not  think  the  abolition  of  the  sinking 
fund  would  be  popular ;  indeed,  so  long  as  the 
moneys  were  considered  "  loans  "  it  was  dear 
there  must  be  repayment,  and  therefore  a 
sinking  fund  was  essential  so  far  as  the  local 
body  was  concerned.  He  thought  it  was 
originally  contemplated  that  the  Consolidated 
Fund  should  find  a  proportion  of  contribution 
towards  the  sinking  fund  in  addition  to 
the  amount  paid  by  the  local  authorities, 
and  this  opinion  was  borne  out  by  the 
low  rate  at  which  it  was  decided  the  local 
authorities  should  pay  ofi  the  loan.  Money 
at  the  time  the  sinking  fund  was  started 
cost  the  Government  4}  per  cent. ;  it  therefore: 
followed  that  the  Consolidated  Fund  had  to 
contribute  6  per  cent.,  while  it  received  only 
5  per  cent.  At  the  present  time  the  necessary 
funds  were  bbrrowed  at  8^  per  cent.,  and,  with 
1}  per  cent,  for  the  sinking  fund,  the  charge- 
agamst  the  Consolidated  Fund  was  5  per  cent., 
as  against  the  5  per  cent,  being  paid  by  the 
local  authorities.  A  reduction  of  1  per  cent, 
to  the  local  authorities  for  the  full  period  of 
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twenty-six  yesn  would  result  in  a  probable 
loss  in  making  up  the  principal  at  the  end  of 
tbe  term,  because  the  oontidbutions  to  the 
sinking  fund  could  not  earn  the  required  5  per 
<$ent.  But  if  the  period  of  repayment  by  the 
local  authorities  was  extended  to,  say,  tnirty 
years,  and  the  Consolidated  Fund  contributes 
1  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  Land  Assur- 
ance Fund  i  per  cent,  per  flknnum,  then  only 
A  per  cent.— including  i  per  cent,  for  sinking 
fund— need  be  contributed  by  the  local  autho- 
rities, assuming  the  sinking  fund  of  2  per  cent. 
<eam8  M  per  cent.  There  would  be  a  present 
relief  of  1  per  cent.,  and  an  ultimate  saving  to 
the  local  authorities  of  £10  on  every  £100 
borrowed.  Under  the  proposed  arrangements, 
to  extend  the  period  during  which  the  local 
authorities  would  have  to  pay  interest  to  fifty 
years  would  certainly  afford  immediate  relief, 
but  at  the  expense  of  additional  payments — in 
this  way :  5  per  cent,  for  twenty-six  years, 
£180;  4  per  cent,  for  thirty  years,  £120,  or 
£10  saving ;  8}  per  cent,  for  fifty  years,  £175, 
or  £45  loss. 

FLAX  INDUSTRY  IN  THE  OLD 
COUNTRY. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  the  G6vemment  has  received  a  re- 
port from  tbe  Agent- General  on  the  condition 
of  the  flax  industry  in  the  Old  Country ;  and, 
if  so,  when  such  report  will  be  available  for  the 
information  of  members  ?  During  last  session 
he  had  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands  the  desirability  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion on  this  subject.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man had  told  him  that  the  Government  would 
instruct  the  Agent- General  to  furnish  such  a 
report,  and  when  it  was  received  he  would 
make  known  its  contents.  He  wished  to  know 
now  if  the  report  had  been  received,  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  was  available  for  the  use  of  honour- 
able members. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  no  report  had  been 
received  up  to  the  present.  The  last  report 
was  dated  1895,  and  as  soon  as  another  report 
was  received  he  would  make  known  its  con- 
tents. 

QUARTER-CASTES  IN  SOUTHLAND. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Native  Minister,  If 
his  attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
several  families  of  quarter- castes  in  Southland 
are  debarred  from  claiming  a  share  in  the  land 
set  aside  for  landless  Natives  owing  to  one  of 
the  parents  of  these  quarter-castes  having  been 
bom  in  the  North  Island  ?  He  believed  these 
•quarter-castes  had  been  debarred  from  claiming 
a  fair  share  in  the  land  set  apart  for  landless 
Natives  in  the  Middle  Island  through  some 
unintentional  mistake  in  the  regulations ;  and 
he  hoped  the  Minister  would  be  prepared  to 
have  these  regulations  so  amended  as  to 
include  these  quarter-castes,  whd  were  fairly 
entitled  to  a  share  of  this  land,  but  were 
debarred  simply  because  one  of  their  parents 
happened  to  be  born  in  the  North  Island. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  his  department 
^tended  to  find  land  for  these  landless  Natives 
Mr.Seddon 


in  the  same  way  as  they  did  for  Buropaana. 
He  supposed  tbe  honourable  member  referred 
to  two  applications  that  had  been  recenlly 
received  m>m  landless  Natives.  On  inqnizy 
being  made  into  the  circumstances,  it  was 
found  that  the  Natives  preferred  their  olaiin 
through  their  mother,  who  was  resident  in  the 
Wairarapa,  and  were  therefore  not  entitled  to 
land  in  the  Middle  Island. 

WOMEN'S  FRANCHISE. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (for  Mr.  J.  AUen)  aekad 
the  Premier,  If  a  statement  in  the  Otago  DaUf 
Timss  of  the  25th  October,  1897,  being  poxti<m 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Saunders,  late  meinber  for 
Selwyn,  to  Mr.  W.  Hutchison,  late  member  for 
Dunedin,  to  the  following  effect  be  coxraot: 
'*Note. — Pxobably  on  this  question  a  fsumoiifl 
scene  has  occurred  to  my  friend,  in  which  he 
and  I,  after  much  entreaty,  overcame  the 
Premier's  objections  to  submit  the  Bill  con- 
taining the  woman  franchise  to  the  Governor 
for  viceregal  sanction  "  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  thought  he  had 
already  given  a  reply  to  the  question,  in  his 
speech  in  reply  on  the  financial  debate.  He 
did  not  object  to  signing  the  Bill,  or  to  send 
it  to  the  Governor,  neither  did  he  advise  the 
Governor  to  withhold  it  for  Her  Majesty's  con- 
sideration. He  thought  Mr.  Saunders  was 
confusing  this  with  another  interview. 

BERWICK-WAIPORI  TRACK. 

Mr.  CARNCR0S8  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  Whether  he  will  place  a  sum  upon  the 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the 
Government  track  from  Berwick  to  Waipori? 
The  Minister  of  Mines  knew  all  the  bearings  ol 
the  question,  and  there  was  no  occasion  to  ex- 
plain it  at  any  length.  He  (Mr.  Camocoas) 
wished  to  thank  the  Minister  for  what  haa 
already  been  done ;  but,  although  the  district 
had  been  opened  for  the  miners  and  settlers  in 
the  locality  referred  to,  the  track  was  so  naxrow 
that  it  could  only  be  used  for  packing  purposes, 
and  could  not  be  made  use  of  to  work  the 
splendid  forest  now  opened  there.  The  track 
was  so  narrow  that  at  present  it  was  aJinost 
impassable,  owing  to  slips  and  trees  which  had 
fallen  across  the  track.  If  the  track  wese 
widened,  and  made  into  a  dray*tcaok,  it  vroold 
be  a  great  boon  to  the  neople  at  the  Wskipoci 
end,  and  also  to  the  people  at  Berwick,  who,  I 
they  had  a  dray-road,  could  make  use  of  Uie 
splendid  birch  forest  now  opened  up  by  this 
road.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  see  his 
way  to  carry  out  the  work  he  had  suggested, 
and  make  a  road  that  would  rive  the  nuners  st 
Waipori  and  the  farmers  at  Berwick  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  advantage  of  the  bush.  The 
road  would  also  offer  special  facilities  for 
shortening  the  journey  from  Waipori  to  Dun- 
edin. 

.  Q  Mr.  C  ADMAN  said  the  track  had,  no 
doubt,  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the 
residents  of  Waipori  and  Berwick,  and  had 
shortened  the  communication  considerably. 
He  proposed,  however,  to  deal  with  the  matter 
in  conjunction  with  other   goldflelda 
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vhen  ihe  Mines  estimates  were  being  prepared. 
In  the  meantime  he  thought  it  would  oe  better 
to  hand  the  road  over  to  the  Taieri  County 
CooncU,  and  any  assistance  that  might  be 
rendered  afterwsods  oould  go  through  their 
hands. 

CLUTHA  RIVEB. 

Mr.  SLIOO  asked  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Telegraph  Department,  Whether  he  will 
cause  to  be  posted  daily  at  the  Dunedin 
Telegraph-office  the  readings  in  feet  and 
inches  of  the  different  gauges  on  the  Glutha 
Biver,  showing  the  rise  and  fall  of  that  river  ? 
Information  in  reference  to  this  question  was 
already  given  to  some  extent,  but  it  would  cost 
very  little  or  nothing  more  to  sive  the  more 
detaUed  information  asked  for,  which  would  be 
found  of  great  use.  He  might  say  that  the 
gold  industry  was  growing  at  a  rapid  rate  on 
this  river,  and  many  people  in  Dunedin  were 
interested  in  it,  to  whom  the  information  he 
asked  for  would  be  very  valuable. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  in  1895  flood-regis- 
ters were  provided  on  bridges,  et  cetera,  at 
Alexandra,  Clyde,  Roxburgh,  and  Balolutha, 
and  the  Postmasters  at  these  places  instructed 
to  telegraph  the  state  of  the  river,  whenever 
necessary,  to  Postmasters  lower  down  the  river 
for  public  information.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  Postmasters  at  Pembroke  and  Qneenstown 
were  also  required  to  telegraph  when  there  was 
any  marked  rise  at  the  lakes,  and  the  Post- 
master at  Cromwell  telegraphed  the  state  of 
the  rivers  at  Kawarau  Junction.  Instructions 
were  also  given  that  the  officers  concerned  in 
reporting  or  receiving  reports  should  reopen  on 
Sundays  and  holidays  when  necessary.  These 
instmctions  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  for  all 
purposes,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose 
they  were  not  properly  carried  out ;  but  to  make 
doubly  sure  they  would  be  repeated.  There 
did  not  appear  to  be  any  need  for  the  daily 
river  readings  to  be  posted  at  the  Dunedin 
Telegraph-office. 

WORN  SILVEB  COINS. 

Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will  request  the  executive  of  the 
several  banks  trading  in  this  colony  to  furnish 
him  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  depre- 
ciated or  worn  siWer  coins  in  each  bank's 
treasury,  with  the  view  of  determining  what 
course  should  be  followed  to  cause  the  with- 
drawal of  such  silver  coins  from  circulation  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  in  1888  the  debased 
and  worn  silver  was  called  in  and  new  silver 
substituted.  In  August,  1896,  the  banks  were 
instructed  to  pay  worn  or  defaced  silver  coins 
at  their  face  value,  the  Qovemment  under- 
taking to  replace  them  in  circulation  by  the 
introduction  of  new  coin.  Un  to  October,  1896, 
over  £14,000  of  worn  coin  had  been  withdrawn, 
and  by  March  last  £59,000  of  new  siWer  had 
been  imported  and  placed  with  the  various 
banks.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  the 
absence  of  complaints  from  the  banks,  there 
seemed  no  necessity  to  tctke  any  further  action 
at  present. 


DEFENCE  ACT. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (for  Mr.  J.  Allen)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  Whether  he  intends  this 
session  to  amend  the  Volunteer  Regulations, 
and  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Defence 
Act? 

Mr.  T.  THOBiPSON  said  the  matter  was 
now  under  consideration. 

TICK  PLAGUE. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture.  Whether  he  will  direct  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
possibility  of  the  tick  plague  being  introduced 
to  this  colony  by  the  importation  of  horses 
from  Australia  ?  He  put  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  because  he  had  noticed  in  certain 
newspapers  —  the  Lyttelton  Times  and  the 
Auckland  Star — statements  to  the  effect  that 
horses  were  being  imported  into  the  colony 
from  Queensland,  and  he  need  hardly  say  that 
if  there  was  any  pKMsibility  of  introducing  tick 
into  the  colony  this  was  the  way  to  do  it. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  could  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  also  the  House,  that  the 
greatest  possible  care  was  being  taken  by  the 
Agricultural  Department  to  prevent  ticks  com- 
ing to  the  colony.  They  were  making  extensive 
inquiries  on  the  subject  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  if  it  was  true  that 
horses  were  being  brought  over  from  Queens- 
land? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  were  now  mak- 
ing inquiry  on  that  point  from  the  Inspectors 
in  the  other  colonies. 

TECHNICAL  CLASSES. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (for  Mr.  J.  Allen)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  If  he  will  provide  for 
cheap  railway- tickets  for  instructors  proceeding 
from  centres  of  population  to  technical  classes 
established  in  country  districts  ?  He  said  that 
the  country  districts  in  this  matter  of  technical 
education  were  at  present  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage as  compared  with  the  centres  of  popula- 
tion, and  a  favourable  answer  to  his  question 
would  put  the  country  districts  in  a  better 
position. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  this  appeared  to  him  to  be 
a  matter  for  the  Education  Department  more 
than  for  the  Railway  Department.  So  far  as 
the  Railway  Department  was  concerned,  he  did 
not  propose  to  make  any  concessions.  The 
House  would  shortly  have  before  it  a  question 
of  a  vote  for  technical  education,  and  out  of 
that  vote  any  concessions  could  be  granted,  but 
the  charge  was  not  a  fair  one  against  railway 
expenditure. 

AUCKLAND  RAILWAY-CROSSING. 
Mr.  CROWTHER  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government,  in  view  of  the  deplorable  acci- 
dent at  the  railway-crossing  near  the  Auck- 
land Station,  to  take  steps  to  have  gates  erected 
at  the  said  crossing,  or  to  take  other  pre- 
cautions for  the  prevention  of  similar  accidents 
in  future?  This  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant crossings  on  any  of  our  railways.    He 
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knew  it  would  be  very  inoonvenient  to  ereot 
gates  at  this  orossing,  and  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  ereot  a  bridge.  Since  he  had  put 
the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Auckland  suggesting  that  it 
would  be  very  much  better  to  shift  the  crossing 
further  from  the  station.  At  present  the  cross- 
ing was  close  to  the  station,  and  on  account  of 
sheds  it  was  not  possible  to  see  the  train  as  it 
came  out  from  the  station.  The  street  was  one 
that  led  to  the  freezing-works,  several  large 
timber-yards,  the  goods-receiving  and  delivery 
yards,  and  the  yards  of  five  or  six  large  coaJ 
merchants.  It  was,  as  he  had  said,  a  most 
important  crossing,  the  onlv  other  one  in  the 
colony  that  came  near  it  being  the  crossing  to 
the  Queen's  Wharf  in  Wellington.  He  should 
be  pleased  to  hear  the  Minister's  reply.  It  was 
now  some  time  since  the  question  was  put  on 
the  Order  Paper,  so  he  was  expecting  a  full 
departmental  report. 

Mr.  GADMAN  did  not  think  the  public  would 
agree  with  any  proposal  to  put  gates  on  these 
crossings.  The  same  difficulty  would,  he  thought, 
be  found  at  Dunedin  and  Ghristchurch.  With 
regard  to  the  deplorable  accident,  he  thought 
a  mistake  had  been  made  in  allowing  a  circus 
or  entertainment  of  that  nature  so  close  to 
any  railway-station  ;  but,  so  far  as  shifting  the 
crossing  was  concerned,  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  a  public  crossing  was  better  near 
a  station  than  too  far  away  from  it,  for  this 
reason:  that  trains  always  had  to  ease  down 
their  speed  on  approaching  any  station,  and 
in  leaving  it  again  it  took  some  little  time  to 
get  any  fast  pace  up,  so  that  the  nearer  the 
station  the  crossing  happened  to  be  the  lesser 
the  risk  of  accident  from  a  fast-paced  train. 
The  department  was  now  endeavouring  to  see 
what  could  be  done  in  the  question  generally. 
One  of  the  great  things  they  were  short  of  on 
their  railways  was  the  Westinghouse  brake; 
but  on  this  matter  and  others  in  connection 
with  the  railways  he  proposed  to  tell  the  House 
something  later  on,  and  it  would  be  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  they  should  or  should 
not  put  their  railways  in  a  better  position  than 
they  were  now. 

RABBIT  ACT. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (for  Mr.  J.  Allen)  asked 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  bring  m  a  Bill 
this  session  to  amend  the  Rabbit  Act  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  no  intention 
of  introducing  an  amendment  of  this  Act  this 
session. 

POLICE  FORCE  LONG-SERVICE  PAY. 
Mr.  FISHER  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  can  see  their  way  to  grant  long- 
service  pay  to  those  members  of  the  Police 
Force  who  received  long-service  medals  in  1887 
or  subsequently?  If  his  information  were 
correct,  it  appeared  to  be  a  strange  anomaly 
that  some  members  of  the  Police  Force  were 
receiving  long-service  pay  who  had  not  long- 
service  medals,  and  that  those  who  had  long- 
service  medals  were  not  receiving  long-service 
pay.  If  his  information  as  stated  were  correct, 
Mr.  Crawther 


he  asked  the  honourable  member  whether  ha 
could  see  his  way  to  grant  long- service  pay  to 
those  distinguished  members  of  the  Polioe 
Force  who  had  been  presented  with  long- 
service  medals? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  Government,  in 
February,  1887,  after  due  consideration,  de- 
cided to  discontinue  long-service  pay  in  respeot 
of  men  who  joined  the  Force  after  that  date. 


The  vote  for  long- service  pay  for  189&-97  ' 
£6,000.  This  was  one  of  the  matters  that 
would  receive  the  attention  of  the  new  Com- 
missioner. 

POSTAL  DEPARTMENT  OVERTIME. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
true  that  orders  have  been  issued  in  the  Poatal 
Department  of  this  colony  not  to  pay  for  the 
early  morning  duty  in  connection  with  the  sort- 
ing and  despatch  of  early  morning  mails,  bat  any 
overtime  beyond  this  will  be  allowed?  Follo^r- 
ing  this  order,  is  it  true  that  staffs  of  men 
work  on  statute  holidays,  starting  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  receiving  no  pav  unleas 
they  are  kept  after  eight:  Does  the  Minister 
approve  of  this  ?  He  was  desirous  of  patting 
this  question  to  the  Postmaster-G^nenJ,  be- 
cause there  were  some  of  the  employ^  of  the 
Postal  Department  who  were  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  were  worked  longer  hours 
in  the  department  for  which  they  received  no 
remuneration  than  was  contemplated  ander 
the  Civil  Service  Act.  He  would  like  to  have 
the  opinion  of  the  Minister  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  early  morning  ooon- 
try  trains  had  to  be  dealt  with  regularly  on 
holidays,  and  the  duty  in  connection  therewith 
was  not  paid  for  as  overtime.  In  one  or  two 
cases,  however,  overtime  had  been  allowed  for 
this  early  morning  attendance,  owing  to  the 
exceptionally  heavy  work  overtaken.  By  re- 
gulation,  officers  might  be  required  to  perform 
duty  on  any  holiday.  In  such  case  a  noliday 
or  relief  from  duty  was  to  be  granted  upon  such 
other  day  as  should  not  interfere  witn  pablie 
business,  when  no  overtime  was  payable.  Bat» 
as  it  had  not  generally  been  practicable  to  giTe 
a  holiday  on  some  other  day,  overtime  had 
been  paid  after  eight  p.m.  to  poetal  officers  at 
the  chief  centres. 

STUD  SHEEP  AND  OTHER  STUD  STOCK. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  If  he  will  explain  the  reason  for  the 
increase  of  charges  upon  the  railways  on  stad 
sheep  and  other  stud  stock ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  coming  shows,  he  will  relax  the 
scale  which  has  been  adopted  ?  The  Minister 
for  Railways  was  good  enough  to  send  him  a 
reply  which  practically  answered  the  first  part 
of  the  question,  but  he  would  be  glad  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  give  him  an 
answer  with  regard  to  the  latter  part,  as  to  oh- 
taining  a  relaxation  of  the  charges. 

Mr.  GADMAN  did  not  propose  to  make  anj 
alteration  in  the  scale  of  charges  for  carrying 
this  stud  stock.  He  might  say  he  thought  the 
charges  were  exceptionally  low.  As  a  rale  so 
animal  going  to  a  show  was  charged  ordinary 
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ratofl.  If  it  was  returned  to  the  owner  it  oame 
bftok  free,  and  he  was  refunded  half  the  charge 
he  had  paid.  This  virtually  meant  only  one- 
quarter  rates.  On  the  strength  of  that  he  did 
not  see  his  way  to  make  any  alteration. 

LYTTELTON  8TATI0NMASTER. 

lir.  LEWIS  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, Whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  letter  in  the  Ohristoharoh  Press  of  the  16th 
October,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  recently- 
i^pointed  Stationmaster  at  Lyttelton  has  been 
promoted  over  the  heads  of  seventeen  of  his 
seniors ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  explain  the  circum- 
stances to  the  House  ?  This  question  referred 
to  certain  statements  made  in  a  public  print 
with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Stationmaster  at  Lyttelton,  and  he  might  say 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  whether  these  state- 
ments were  true  or  not ;  but  the  statements  had 
been  made,  and  had  produced  an  uneasy  im- 
pression in  the  public  mind,  and  therefore  he 
felt  it  right  to  ask  the  Minister  to  supply  an 
explanation  which,  he  hoped,  would  be  satis- 
faotocy. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  was  a  matter  which 
he  thought  the  officers  concerned  should  deal 
with  under  their  rights  under  the  Classification 
Act — ^that  was  to  say,  if  there  was  a  grievance 
in  the  matter,  those  who  lay  under  it  should 
appeal  to  the  Appeal  Board,  as  they  elected  two 
members  of  the  Board  for  each  Island.  Judge 
Ward  was  Chairman  of  the  South  Island  Board, 
and  Mr.  Kenny,  Stipendiary  Magistrate  in 
Wellington,  was  Chairman  of  the  North  Island 
Board.  If  they  had  any  grievance  in  this 
matter  they  had  the  right  of  appeal  to  this 
Board,  and  they  should  exhaust  their  right 
before  Parliament  was  asked  to  consider  the 
question.  He  firmlv  believed  the  officer  who 
was  entitled  to  and  best  fitted  for  the  position 
referred  to  had  been  appointed. 

EIGHT  HOURS  BILL,  AND  RAILWAY 
EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  the  Premier,  Why  the 
Eight  Hours  Bill  does  not  apply  to  the  New 
Zealand  railway  employes  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  regulation 
dealing  with  this  matter,  as  follows : — 

*'  As  far  as  can  be  arranged,  consistently 
with  economy  and  public  convenience,  in  the 
caae  of  employes  generally  the  working  time 
Is  not  to  exceed  eight  hours  per  day,  or  forty- 
eight  hours  per  week  of  six  working-days. 

**  Exceptions. — Guards,  drivers,  and  firemen, 
fifty-four  hours  per  week.  These  men  are  paid 
high  wages,  and  overtime  at  the  rate  of  time 
and  a  quarter." 

Ha  also  wished  to  say  that  the  extra  hours 
worked  were  intermittent. 

PALMERSTON  NORTH  SHOW. 
Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, If  he  will  make  temporary  arrange- 
ments for  the  loading  and  unloading  of 
stook  for  the  Manawatu  Show  at  Palmerston 
North  on  the  17th  and  18th* November?  He 
would  like  to  remind  the  Minister  for  Railways 
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that  a  deputation  from  the  Palmerston  North 
district  waited  on  him  to  ask  him  to  give 
facilities  for  the  loading  and  unloading  of 
stock  in  the  borough,  pointing  out  that,  owing 
to  the  enormous  number  of  entries  for  thdr 
forthcoming  show,  it  would  take  something 
like  four  hours  to  discharge  trains  bringing 
stook  there  unless  something  were  done  to 
afford  better  facilities.  So  far  nothing  had 
been  done  to  improve  the  facilities,  and  he 
hoped  the  Minister  would  see  the  necessity  for 
domg  something  in  that  direction  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  that  since  the  deputation 
had  seen  him  he  had  referred  the  matter  to  the 
department,  and  they  assured  him  they  con- 
sidered the  arrangements  were  sufficient  for 
the  coming  show. 

ASYLUMS. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Premier,  What 
steps  the  Qovemment  intend  to  take  in  the 
direction  of  providing  further  and  urgently- 
required  accommodation  for  patients  in  the 
asylums  of  the  colony,  and  if  the  Premier  will 
also  state  when  any  proposed  action  is  intended 
to  be  taken?  He  was  sure  the  Government 
would  require  no  words  from  him  to  impress  on 
them  the  urgency  of  the  question  he  had  placed 
on  the  Order  Paper.  Year  after  year  they  had 
the  published  reports  of  the  Inspector  of  Asy- 
lums earnestly  calling  attention  to  this  question. 
The  overcrowding  in  our  asylums  baa  become 
notorious,  and  now  that  we  had  a  buoyant 
revenue,  and  the  opportunity  therefore  fordoing 
something  towards  removing  the  disgrace,  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  give  8kn  answer 
that  the  matter  would  be  effectively  attended 
to  at  once. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  no  one  regretted 
more  than  he  did  that  nothing  in  the  direction 
he  was  now  going  to  indicate  bad  been  done 
before.  Take  the  case  of  Hokitika,  for  instance. 
There  was  a  large  room  there  used  as  a  concert- 
room,  the  length  of  the  room  beii\g  30  ft.  or 
40  ft.,  and  about  half  that  in  width.  There 
was  also  a  billiard-room,  and  likewise  a  oon- 
valescents'  home,  attached  to  the  Asylum. 
From  what  they  had  heard  of  the  state  of 
things  at  tiie  asylums  in  some  of  the  large 
centres,  allowing  patients  to  sleep  in  the  way 
they  had  been  domg,  to  have  these  concert- 
halls  or  rooms  kept  as  they  were  was  simply 
nonsense.  He  thought  these  rooms  ought  to- 
be  taken  and  used  as  dormitories  until  such 
time  as  they  could  get  these  rooms  fixed  up 
better.  He  believed  the  same  thing  was 
happening  in  nearly  all  the  asylum^,  and 
he  thought  the  convenience  of  Uie  patienta 
ought  to  be  considered  first,  and  not  so  much 
those  who  used  these  rooms  and  attended  these 
entertainments.  Instructions  had  been  given 
by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to  see  what 
space  was  available  and  how  it  could  be  best 
utilised,  and  no  time  would  be  lost  in  respect 
to  it.  He  also  desired  to  say,  with  respect  to 
this  matter,  that  a  large  sum  of  money  had 
been  spent  at  Sunnyside  Asylum  in  providing 
double  reception-rooms  and  apartments  for  the 
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staff.  He  thoaght  that  in  an  emergency  like 
this  they  might  utilise  some  of  these  rooms 
for  the  patients.  The  patients  were  their  first 
consideration,  not  so  much  the  staff  and  recep- 
tion of  visitors.  At  any  rate,  an  investigation 
was  being  made  with  the  view  of  utilising  these 
rooms  and  concert- halls  for  the  patients  until 
Buch  time  as  additional  rooms  were  completed. 
In  the  meantime  the  other  rooms  would  be 
pushed  on  with  due  despatch. 

LIBRARY. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If,  when  the 
plans  for  the  new  library  are  prepared,  he  will 
take  into  consideration  the  absolute  necessity 
for  widen  iug  some  of  the  corridors  in  the 
Parliamentary  Building,  and  providing  better 
accommodation  for  visitors?  His  reason  for 
asking  this  question  was  that  some  of  the 
corridors  were  so  narrow  as  to  render  the 
atmosphere  most  unpleasant,  and  to  prevent 
persons  moving  along  them  without  great  diffi- 
culty ;  and  the  accommodation  for  visitors  was 
not  what  it  should  be.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  improvements  in  the  direction  he  had 
indicated  would  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  matter  would  receive 
the  careful  attention  of  the  Government ;  but 
from  the  plans  they  were  having  prepared  it 
would  appear  that  they  should  first  pay  atten- 
tion to  that  which  was  most  important — 
namely,  the  construction  of  the  library.  If 
during  construction  it  was  found  that  greater 
convenience  could  be  given  to  visitors  that 
would  be  done. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  BILL. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Premier,  As  one  of 
the  reasons  stated  in  the  despatch  to  the  Go- 
vernor on  the  23rd  January  for  the  addition  of 
three  members  to  the  Legislative  Council  is 
that  that  body  rejected  the  Alcoholic  Liquors 
Bill  of  1896,  and  as  the  three  appointments 
asked  for  have  been  made,  will  he  reintroduce 
the  measure  in  question  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  to  have  termed  this  a 
Government  measure  would  have  been  more 
appropriate  than  a  policy  measure.  It  was  a 
Government  measure  which  the  Government  at 
that  time  introduced,  but  not  a  policy  measure. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  did  not  say  **  policy  mea- 
sure."   You  say  so  in  the  memorandum. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  he  was  waited  upon 
by  members  of  the  Alliance,  and  he  said  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  did  not  see  his 
way  to  introduce  legislation  on  the  subject  this 
session.  That  was  his  answer.  He  thought 
no  other  answer  could  be  given  under  the 
circumstances. 

PRODUCE  EXPORTATION. 
Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  is  dispoied  to  assist  farmers,  will 
he  adopt  a  similar  scheme  as  that  now  in  force 
in  Canada  in  order  to  insure  regular  shipments 
of  butter,  cheese,  meat,  fruit,  poultry,  eggs,  et 
ctteray  by  subsidising  steamers,  so  that  all  pro- 
duce for  exportation  may  be  carried  at  the 
lowest  possible  rates  with  despatch  and  regu- 
Mr,  Seddon 


larity,  so  that  the  produce  may  arrive  in  good 
order  and  condition,  which  is  a  mattar  ao 
important  to  the  farmers,  but  above  «11  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony?  This  waa  a 
most  important  question — perhaps  the  most 
important  on  the  Order  Paper;  and  if  the 
suggestions  contained  therein  were  carried  ont 
it  would  have  a  very  material  effect  on  the 
producers,  who  were  very  heavily  handicapped 
from  excessive  freights — out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  price  of  produce.  He  therefore  trusted 
the  Government  would  take  immediate  action 
in  the  direction  indicated,  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  have  the  freights  reduced,  and,  if 
necessary,  subsidise  steamers  that  would  be 
prepared  to  carry  produce  at  a  reasonable  rate 
with  despatch  and,  above  all,  with  regularity, 
to  prevent  a  glut  at  any  time  of  New  Zealand 
butter,  cheese,  meat,  and  other  produce  in  the 
English  markets.  He  asked  this  question 
without  notice  previously,  and  the  Premier,  in 
reply,  said  that  a  question  of  such  an  im- 
portant nature  required  a  considerable  time 
for  consideration  in  all  its  bearings.  Ha  now 
trusted  the  Premier  had  studied  the  question 
in  all  its  aspects,  and  would  be  in  a  poeition  to 
give  such  an  answer  that  would  make  the 
hearts  of  the  producers  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  this  country  rejoice. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  replied  that  this  matter 
^asunder  the  consideration  of  the  Government 
at  the  present  time,  but  was  not  sufficiently 
far  matured  to  enable  him  to  make  any  an- 
nouncement in  regard  to  it. 

TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, Whether,  in  consideration  of  the  many 
difficulties  which  primary  schools  in  oountiy 
districts  labour  under  in  respect  of  technical 
education,  he  will  encourage  the  establishment 
of  classes  in  country  schools  for  training  in 
agricultural  chemistry,  an  important  part  of 
technicskl  education  ?  There  was  no  neooGsity 
to  point  out  the  many  difficulties  which  schools 
in  country  districts  laboured  under  in  respect 
of  technical  education ;  and,  as  most  of  the 
Rcholars  attending  these  country  schools  were 
in  some  way  connected  with  agriculture,  be 
thought  it  would  be  a  wise  step  to  have  some 
one  appointed  to  go  round  and  lecture  periodi- 
cally to  those  who  could  not  get  that  benefit 
which  children  obtained  in  the  large  centres. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  give  him  a 
favourable  reply. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able   member    that    boys    attending    country 
schools  were  at  a  considerable  disadvantage. 
Agricultural  chemistry   was  recognised    as  a      i 
technical    subject    under    "The   Manual  and      ' 
Technical  Elementary  Instruction  Act,  1895,'* 
and  any  class  under  an   approved   instructor 
might  obtain  capitation.    Any  Education  Board 
or  Committee  might  establish   such  a  qIsm.      | 
The  Technical  Education  Bill  now  under  con- 
sideration proposed  to  give  larger  assistance  to 
such  classes  as  these,  but  no  greater  faoilitisi 
for  their  establishment  were  needed  than  those 
which  at  present  existed. 
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WEST  COAST  STIPENDIARY  MAQIS> 
TRATE  AND  WARDEN. 

Mr.  R.  Mckenzie  asked  the  MinUtor  of 
Justice,  If  he  will  at  an  early  date  appoint 
an  additional  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and 
Warden  for  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island?  In  asking  this  question  he  might 
state  that  a  few  years  ago  there  were  five 
Resident  Magistrates  and  Wardens  doing  the 
work  on  the  West  Ooast  which  was  now  done 
by  two.  In  his  district  some  people  had  to 
travel  over  a  hundred  miles  to  attend  the 
Magistrate's  Court,  and  when  they  got  there 
they  often  found  that  the  Court  had  been  post- 
poned for  a  week  or  a  fortnight,  so  that  the 
position  was  becoming  intolerable.  He  hoped 
another  Magistrate  would  be  appointed. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  there  was  no  doubt 
business  on  the  West  Coast  had  considerably 
inorecMed,  and,  if  it  continued,  the  question  of 
making  the  necessary  provision  to  meet  this 
would  have  to  be  considered. 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES. 
Mr.  LEWIS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  this  session  introduce  legislation  to 
provide  that  every  package  or  bottle  containing 
patent  or  proprietary  medicines  shall  have 
attached  an  analysis  of  its  contents ;  or,  failing 
this,  will  they  cause  such  medicines  to  be  ana- 
lysed, and  the  results  published  in  the  Gasette 
or  in  the  newspapers  at  the  expense  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  such  medicines?  If  Ministers  and 
honourable  members  knew  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  patent  medicines  used  by  the  public  the 
importance  of  this  question  would  become  ap- 
parent. These  medicines  were  advertised  as 
being  capable  of  curing  every  disease  to  which 
humanity  was  subject,  but  when  they  were 
analysed  he  thought  people  would  have  sense 
enough  to  see  that  such  an  estimate  of  them 
oould  not  be  maintained.  There  were  patent 
medicines  of  two  sorts — those  which  were  dan- 
gerous and  those  which  were  really  useless. 
Some  of  the  first  class  contained  drugs  such  as 
opium,  aconite,  tartar  emetic,  et  cetera.  Any 
one  would  know  that  these  were  drugs  which 
were  dangerous  if  used  in  any  quantity,  and  if 
one  dose  did  not  succeed  persons  were  naturally 
tempted  to  take  double  the  dose.  Many  of  the 
patent  medicines  were  dangerous  to  that  extent, 
out  other  medicines  were  not  dangerous  but 
simply  useless.  They  were  sold  in  many  cases 
at  high  prices,  and  large  sums  were  extracted 
from  the  people,  who  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  instances  were  of  the  poorer  class. 
By  way  of  showing  what  could  be  done 
in  this  way  he  would  quote  one  or  two 
analyses  of  these  preparations,  which  would 
■how  the  only  active  ingredients  in  a  few 
of  the  most  widely  advertised  nostrums: 
Beeoham's  Pills :  Aloes,  ginger,  and  soap. 
Seonah's  Prairie  Flower:  Aloes,  three  parts; 
carbonate  of  soda,  one  part.  Mother  Seigel's 
Syrap:  Treacle,  borax,  aloes,  capsicum,  and 
liquorice.  Rowland's  Kalydor:  Bitter  al- 
monds and  rose- water.  Pink  Pills  (Dr.  Wil- 
liams's) :  Aloes,  coated  with  sugar  tinted  with 
earmine.    Warner's  Safe  Cure ;  Saltpetre.    St. 


Jacob's  Oil:  Turpentine  and  camphor.  The 
only  good  results  accrue  from  the  protracted 
rubbing  which  directions  recommend.  Then, 
as  a  specimen  of  patent  foods,  he  might  quote 
Revelanta  Arablca,  which  consists  entirely  of 
ground  lentils.  These  facts  were  sufficient  to 
prove  that  the  Government  would  do  well  to 
follow  the  custom  observed  in  Qermany,  where 
the  authorities  published  an  analysis  of  their 
contents  at  the  foot  of  advertisements  relating 
to  every  proprietary  medicine. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.~Do  they  call  on  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  medicines  to  do  that  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  they  did  it  at  the  expense 
of  the  authorities,  but  he  understood  there  was 
a  tax  on  the  patent  medicines,  part  of  which 
was,  no  doubt,  expended  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
had  unwittingly  wounded  his  feelings.  He 
forgot  that  Beecham's  pills  were  manufactured 
at  the  Town  of  St.  Helen's,  where  he  was  bom, 
and  he  happened  to  know  Mr.  Beecham  very 
well  indeed,  and  he  visited  his  works  and  saw 
the  whole  of  the  manufacture  of  these  pills, 
and  whoever  had  given  the  honourable  gentle- 
man the  information  had  misled  him.  He 
would  not  say,  of  course,  that  that  would 
apply  to  every  patent  medicine  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  alluded  to.  At  the  same  time 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  unwittingly 
given  these  patent  medicines  a  prominence 
which  probably  he  never  intended,  and  which 
might  lead  to  a  further  consumption  of  these 
patent  medicines;  and  for  that,  if  anything 
disastrous  arose,  the  honourable  member  would 
be  held  responsible.  However,  he  wished  to 
say  they  had  a  Pharmacy  Bill  before  the  House, 
and  the  honourable  member  could  then  move 
in  the  direction  indicated.  He  oftentimes 
wondered  how  people  would  foolishly  purchase 
these  patent  medicines,  because  after  taking 
them  they  usually  got  really  bad,  and  had  to 
go  to  the  legitimate  doctors.  He  hoped  to 
have  the  matter  dealt  with  when  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  was  before  the  House. 

CEMETERY  INSPECTORS. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Government,— (1.) 
If  the  cemetery  accounts  for  the  past  year  have 
been  audited,  as  provided  for  in  section  10  of 
'*  The  Public  Revenues  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1896  "  ?  (2.)  If  any  Inspectors  have  ever  been 
appointed  under  section  60  of  *'  The  Cemeteries 
Act,  1882  " ;  and,  also,  if  the  Government  are 
in  possession  of  any  Inspectors'  reports  ?  He 
believed  he  was  correct  in  saying  that  many  of 
the  cemetery  accounts  had  not  been  audited 
and  examined  for  years  past,  and  that  no  re- 
ports had  ever  been  presented  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  various  cemeteries.  The  Ceme- 
teries Act  passed  in  1832  provided  for  this; 
and  he  thought  that  if  no  Inspectors  of  Ceme- 
teries had  been  appointed  there  should  have 
been.  He  was  not  going  to  blame  the  Govern- 
ment; but,  at  any  rate,  the  matter  should 
have  been  looked  into,  and  he  thought  the 
sooner  it  was  done  the  better  it  would  be  for 
all  concerned. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  that  the  answer  to  the 
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first  part  of  the  question  was,  No ;  except  when 
the  trustees  were  members  of  the  local  bodies, 
whose  accounts  were  required  by  statute  to  be 
audited.  In  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the 
question,  section  60  of  the  Cemeteries  Act  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  to  in- 
spect cemeteries;  but  no  such  appointments 
had  been  made,  and,  no  Inspectors  having  been 
appointed,  there  were  no  reports. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  thought  that  Inspectors 
ought  to  be  appointed.  It  appeared  the  Act  of 
1882  provided  for  that,  and  he  thought  Ceme- 
tery Trustees  should  not  be  allowed  to  carry  on 
with  no  one  to  overlook  their  mode  of  busi- 
ness. 

UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  he 
will  this  session  submit  some  definite  scheme 
to  Parliament  dealing  effectively  with  the  **  un- 
employed "  difficulty  ?  He  asked  the  question 
for  this  reason;  He  would  like  to  know  from 
the  Premier  whether  the  Government  had  any 
intention  of  dealing  thoroughly  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  unemployed.  He  knew  a  large 
number  of  m^  from  Ghristchurch  were  sent  to 
the  northern  portion  of  Hawke's  Bay,  and  they 
were  back  again.  They  were  not  able  to  earn 
sufficient  to  pay  the  rent  of  their  families  in 
Christchuroh,  let  alone  their  own  expenses  at 
the  other  end.  He  would  like  to  know  what 
plans  the  Government  would  submit  to  solve 
this  problem. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  there  could  be  no 
question  whatever  but  that  the  only  way  of 
dealing  with  the  unemployed,  or  the  greater 
majority  of  them,  effectually  was  by  putting 
them  on  the  land,  either  as  lessees,  or,  where 
they  had  reached  that  time  of  life  that  they 
were  unable  to  farm  for  themselves,  put  them 
on  the  State  farms.  He  believed,  himself,  they 
could  do  a  great  deal  on  the  lines  that  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Salvation  Army  in  respect 
to  many  of  their  people.  The  difficulty,  of 
course,  was  that  certain  of  these  men — as  the 
men  in  Christchuroh  probably  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  gentleman — were  elderly  men, 
and  even  though  they  were  given  a  good 
price 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  young  men  were  sent  to 
Hawke's  Bay. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  a  large  number  who 
went  on  to  these  works  were  not  able,  either 
from  age  or  other  infirmities  or  owing  to  not 
being  accustomed  to  that  class  of  work,  to  earn 
a  good  wage,  and  that  made  their  earnings 
small,  and  they  were  not  able  to  support  their 
families;  while,  if  put  on  the  State  farm,  or 
given  land  of  their  own,  many  of  these  men 
would  make  good  settlers.  It  was  in  this  direc- 
tion they  must  hope  to  solve  the  **  unemployed  " 
queHtion,  and  this  was  how  the  Government 
were  dealing  with  it. 

SURFACEMEN'S  HALF-HOLIDAY. 
Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether  he  will  make  provision  for 
giving  the  surfacemen  on  the  railways  a  fort- 
nightly half-holiday,  to  be  arranged  so  that 
half  the  number  of  che  men  composing  the 
Jfr.  Carrol 


various  gangs  could  take  a  half-holiday  e«ob 
Saturday?  He  might  point  out  that  in  tlii» 
colony — in  fact,  nearly  all  over  the  world — ^they 
were  in  the  habit  of  giving  workmen  a  half- 
holiday.  There  were  very  few  workmea  en- 
gaged either  in  public  or  in  private  service 
who  did  not  get  a  half-holiday,  and  he  thought 
these  surfacemen,  if  possible,  should  also  get 
that  privilege.  He  was  not  asking  that  the 
men  composing  the  various  gangs  should  all 
get  off  at  once,  but  that  a  portion  should  get 
off  each  Saturday.  He  hoped  the  Minister 
would  give  him  a  favourable  answer. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  had  looked  into  thU 
matter  a  good  many  times,  and  he  would  like 
very  much  to  give  the  honourable  gentlemaA 
an  answer  in  the  affirmative.  He,  however^ 
felt  the  risk  was  too  great,  as  they  knew  there 
were  more  trains  running  on  Saturday  after- 
noons than  on  any  other  afternoon,' and  in  the 
case  of  an  accident  on  the  lines  it  was  neoea- 
sary  to  have  help  available.  Of  ooorBa,  the 
safe  travelling  of  the  public  must,  from  a  Rail- 
way Department  point  of  view,  be  of  para- 
mount importance ;  and,  as  the  risk  rested  on 
his  shoulders,  he  hesitated  to  take  that  risk» 
feeling  that  matters  might  run  smoothly  per- 
haps for  twelve  months,  and  then  in  the  event 
of  an  accident  happening  the  whole  blame 
would  be  oast  upon  him.  Under  these  eiroom- 
stances  he  could  not  see  his  way  to  grant  the 
request. 

CHARITABLE   AID. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked.  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment  will,  this  session,  introduce  legislation 
with  a  view  to  placing  the  oharitable-aid  systenk 
upon  a  satisfactory  footing,  and  for  vesUng  it 
in  Boards  elected  directly  by  the  electors  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this,  of  coarse,  was  dealt 
with  by  the  Local  Government  Bill.  He  ad- 
mitted that  their  charitable-aid  system  at  the 
present  time  was  most  defective,  and  that  some 
change  should  take  place.  He  was  aleo  of 
opinion  that  if  the  management  of  charitable  aid 
was  left  more  in  the  hands  of  the  people  and  not 
in  the  hands  of  the  few  or  those  representing. 
the  few,  as  it  was  now,  they  would  have  more 
satisfactory  management.  That  was  the  view 
he  held  on  the  question;  and  in  the  local 
government  measures  he  was  enlarging  the 
franchise.  If  he  did  not  get  that  Bill  throagb 
this  session  he  hoped  the  members,  before  the 
House  prorogued,  would  pass  legislation  enlarg- 
ing the  franchise  for  representation  on  their 
local  bodies. 

MURCHISON  DRAY-BRIDGB. 
Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Ministor  of  Lande^ 
If  he  will,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  the  dray-bridge  over  the 
Buller  River,  near  Murohison  ?  He  asked  this 
question  because,  although  provision  was  par- 
tially made  for  the  work  last  year  on  the  esii* 
mates,  nothing  had  yet  been  done  beyond 
taking  a  section  of  the  proposed  bridge.  He 
wanted  to  see  the  bridge  put  in  hand  as 
speedily  as  possible.  It  was  a  very  important 
work,  and  concerned  an  important  centre  Ia 
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his  distiiot,  and  he  boped  to  have  a  favourable 
answer  from  tbe  Minister. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIE  said  that,  this  being  one 
-of  the  votes  which  appeared  on  the  estimates 
last  session,  he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  the 
honourable  member  that  active  steps  were 
being  taken  to  go  on  with  the  bridge.  A  sec- 
tion had  been  taken  for  the  site,  and  plans 
were  now  being  prepared. 

UNIMPROVED  VALUES  RATING. 

Mr.  O'REQAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will 
introduce  a  measure  to  make  the  rating  on 
unimproved  values  mandatory  ?'  He  asked  this 
-question  because  he  found  that  the  opponents 
-of  the  Rating  on  Unimproved  Value  Act,  which 
required  that  one-third  of  the  ratepayers  must 
vote  to  make  the  poll  valid,  simply  stayed  away 
irom  the  poll,  and  thus  riecorded  their  votes 
^effectively,  so  to  speak,  by  doing  nothing.  He 
thought  that  was  very  unfair  to  those  public- 
-spirited  ratepayers  who  wanted  reform.  Either 
-only  those  votes  recorded  should  be  reckoned 
with,  as  in  the  case  of  the  local -option  poll, 
or  the  Act  should  be  made  mandatory.  He 
•thought  that  it  would  be  much  better  if  the 
Government  took  a  bold  stand  and  insisted  on 
lihe  Act  being  amended  in  the  direction  he  had 
indicated. 

Mr.  SEDDONk  said,  in  this  matter  the  Go- 
'vemment  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  well 
to  see  how  the  system  worked.  He  believed  it 
had  been  introduced  in  two  places,  and  they 
were  so  satisfied  chat  it  would  work  well  that 
-they  thought  the  local  bodies  would  almost 
unanimously  adopt  it.  They  thought  that  it 
-would  be  well  to  make  it  optional.  If  they 
-enlarged  the  franchise,  then,  of  course,  that 
would  have  the  effect  that  the  honourable 
member  desired.  Tbe  Local  Government  Bill 
before  the  House  provided  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  franchise.  He  trusted  that  would  be  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's question. 

HANNATON. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  facilitate  the  acqui- 
sition by  the  authorities  of  the  Wesleyan  body 
of  a  site  for  a  church  in  the  Village  Settlement 
of  Hannaton,  otherwise  known  as  Nukuroa  ? 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  this  was  a  question 
which  must  be  dealt  with  by  the  local  Land 
Board.  If  an  application  was  made  to  the 
Board  possibly  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of  a 
section  could  be  made  for  the  purpose  alluded 
to. 

WAIHAO  PORKS  AND  PENTLAND 
HILLS  MAIL-SERVICE. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Postmaster- 
G<aieral,  Whether  he  will  accede  to  the  wishes 
of  the  residents  of  the  district  .by  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  bi-weekly  mail-service  between 
Waihao  Forks  and  Pentland  Hills  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  matter  had  been 
before  the  department  and  the  request  had 
been  refused,  as  neither  the  population  to  be 
aserved  nor  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the 


service  seemed  to  warrant  the  granting  of  the 
application  at  that  time.  The  question  had, 
however,  again  been  gone  into,  and  a  report  on 
the  subject  would  be  received  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days. 

OPIHI  GORGE. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  accede  to  the  request 
of  the  Mackenzie  County  Council  for  the  alloca- 
tion of  a^  sum  of  £150  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
up,  in  tlie  interest  of  the  tourist  traffic,  of  the 
road  to  the  Opihi  Gorge  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  after  making  in- 
quiries,  the  Lands  Department  officer  in  charge 
of  that  portion  of  the  colony  had  ascertained 
that  the  place  referred  to  was  only  likely  to  be 
visited  by  local  picnickers,  and  was  not  likely 
to  be  a  tourist  resort.  The  application  of  tlie 
local  body  was  therefore  declined,  and  a  reply 
to  that  effect  was  given. 

CANTERBURY  COLLEGE  BOARD. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, If  he  will  amend  **  The  Canterbury  Col- 
lege and  Canterbury  Agricultural  College  Act, 
1896,"  so  as  to  give  the  Committee  under  the 
South  Canterbury  Board  of  Education  the  right 
to  return  one  member  for  the  Canterbury  College 
Board,  in  lieu  of  the  method  adopted  under 
subsection  (5)  of  clause  5  of  the  aforesaid  Act  ? 
Honourable  membezs  were  probably  aware  that 
Canterbury  had  two  Boards  of  Education. 
The  North  Canterbury  Board  had  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five  schools  and  the  South  Canter- 
bury Board  had  only  sixty-five.  He  would  like 
to  point  out  that  South  Canterbury  was  prac- 
tically disfranchised  under  the  present  system 
of  election,  because  North  Canterbury  was 
strong  enough  to  return  the  three  members, 
and  did  so  at  the  election.  He  would  like  to 
ask  the  Minister  if  he  could  not  see  his  way  to 
propose  an  amendment  of  the  Act,  so  that 
North  Canterbury  might  elect  two  members 
and  South  Canterbury  one  member. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  thought  that  all  well- 
wishers  of  the  institution  referred  to  would 
admit  that  the  legislation  passed  last  session 
had  placed  the  institution  on  a  more  satisfac- 
tory footing.  As  had  been  pointed  out  by  the 
honourable  member,  something  altogether  un- 
expected had  happened  in  connection  with  the 
election,  all  the  three  members  being  returned 
from  North  Canterbury.  He  admitted  that 
some  change  was  necessary,  but  he  was  afraid 
he  could  not  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the 
matter  this  session.  # 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  it  was  a  great  injustice 
to  South  Canterbury. 

RUAPAUA  VILLAGE  SETTLERS. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  remit  one-half  the  rents  now 
paid  by  the  Ruapaua  village  settlers  until  such 
time  as  they  may  be  provided  with  a  permanent 
supply  of  water  ?  He  would  call  the  Minister's 
attention  to  the  fact  that  during  four  months 
of  last  summer  the  settlers  of  Ruapaua  had  to 
travel  a  distance  of  three  miles  in  order  to  get 
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water,  to  lift  it  90  ft.  and  oart  it  home,  the  water- 
race  during  part  of  the  summer  being  quite 
dry.  To  provide  a  permanent  supply  would  be 
very  expensive,  as  the  water  must  be  brought  a 
long  distance  to  reach  the  high  ground  on 
which  the  village  was  situated.  Such  a  work 
would  be  a  heavy  tax  on  the  settlers.  There- 
fore he  desired  to  know  if  the  Government 
would  make  some  abatement  in  the  rents  as  a 
matters  of  compensation  to  the  settlers  for  the 
very  large  contributions  which  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  make  in  order  to  procure  a 
permanent  water-supply. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZlE  said  he  was  very  sorry 
he  could  not  remit  the  rents.  There  was  no 
law  to  enable  him  to  do  so.  The  only  cases 
in  which  he  could  remit  rents  were  those  oc- 
curring in  a  national  disaster,  and  when  a  vote 
of  the  House  was  passed  for  the  purpose. 
However,  he  was  prepared  to  say  this  to  the 
iionourable  member :  that  if  he  would  get  the 
Ashburton  County  Council  to  supply  the 
settlers  with  a  good  water-supply  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  Government  giving 
assistance  towards  a  desirable  object  of  that 
sort.  If  the  County  Council  undertook  the 
work,  he  would  be  prepared  to  recommend  his 
colleagues  to  subsidise  it. 

ELECTION  ABUSES. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  this  session  amend  "The 
Electoral  Act,  1893,*'  and  the  Regulation  of 
Local  Elections  Act,  with  a  view  to  preventing 
the  abuses  proved  by  the  recent  Wellington 
City  election  petition  case  to  have  occurred  at 
the  elections  held  on  the  4th  December,  1896  ? 
There  had  been  complaints  in  the  public  Press 
since  the  last  election  as  to  overcrowding,  et 
cetera^  at  the  entry  to  the  polling-booths.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  see  whether  tne  Government  would 
be  inclined  to  amend  the  Regulation  of  Local 
Elections  Act  so  that  the  distribution  of  printed 
matter  should  be  prohibited  within  a  distance 
of  some  yards  of  the  entrance  to  the  polling- 
booths.  The  evidence  given  at  the  hearing  of 
an  election  case  in  Wellington  showed  that  a 
most  undesirable  state  of  affairs  existed  at  the 
entrance  to  the  polling-booths  in  Wellington  at 
that  election,  and  a  similar  state  of  things,  no 
doubt,  occurred  at  other  elections  throughout 
the  colony,  especially  at  the  larger  centres. 
He  thought  the  law  should  be  amended  so  that 
people  should  not  be  molested  when  entering 
the  booths.  Whatever  papers  were  distributed 
should  be  distributed  right  away  from  the 
booths. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government — if  not  this  session,  at  all 
events  next  session— to  deal  with  the  whole 
electoral  question.  There  was  a  necessity 
for  it,  because  at  the  present  time  there  were 
thousands  of  people  in  the  colony  who  had 
been  struck  off  the  rolls.  Take  the  case  of  the 
Dunedin  roll :  there  were  nineteen  thousand 
names  on  the  roll,  and  five  thousand  were 
struck  off.  At  the  last  election  four  thousand 
did  not  vote,  and  were  struck  off.  It  might 
be  taken  for  granted  that  there  were  six 
Mr.  Wright 


thousand  people  in  that  city  who  were  not 
on  the  roll  to-day.  It  seemed  to  him  th*t 
the  Registrars  misread  the  Act.  The  Act 
intended  that  the  Registrars  should  put  P^opi^ 
on  the  roll,  but  they  did  not  do  that.  The 
result  had  been  that  a  very  large  number 
of  people  had  been  disfranchised,  and  thus 
a  great  injustice  had  been  done.  Regarding 
the  question  raised  by  the  honourable  member^ 
they  ought  to  make  the  law  very  strict  indeed. 
The  distribution  of  pamphlets  and  cards  with 
the  names  of  certain  candidates  on  them  con- 
fused many  of  the  electors.  Some  of  the  elec- 
tors put  these  cards  in  the  ballot-boxea  and 
then  thought  they  had  voted.  As  to  the  crowd- 
ing of  the  polling-booths,  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  that  that  should  be 
stopped,  particularly  now  that  women  had  a 
vote.  Jostling  or  overcrowding  about  the  en- 
trance to  the  booths  should  be  prevented. 
He  trusted  that  our  elections  would  be  so  eon- 
ducted  as  to  redound  to  our  credit.  8ome> 
thing  should  be  done  in  the  way  of  keeping  the 
entrance  of  the  booths  free  from  such  over- 
crowding. 

SUNDAY  TRADING. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government  Whether 
they  will  amend  the  existing  law  relating  to- 
Sunday  trading  (other  than  ttfkt  carried  on  in 
hotels)  so  that  the  penalties  shall  be  at  least 
equal  to  those  imposed  for  breaches  of  the  Shop> 
hours  Act  ?  The  bearing  of  this  question  was 
clear.  Under  the  la  w  affecting  ordinary  Sunday 
trading,  fruiterers  or  tobacconists  who  broke 
the  law  by  selling  on  Sunday  were  only  liable 
to  a  fine  of  about  £1 ;  at  any  rate,  Uie  fine 
inflicted  was  nominal.  The  shopkeepers  of 
Christchurch  were  desirous  that  a  similar 
penalty  should  be  inflicted  upon  tradespeople 
who  kept  open  on  Sunday  as  upon  shopkeepezB- 
who  kept  open  upon  the  weekly  half-holiday. 
In  the  latter  case  the  penalty  was  a  fine  of 
£5.  He  wanted  to  know  if  the  Government 
were  in  favour  of  making  the  fine  for  Sunday 
trading  similar  to  that  imposed  upon  people 
who  broke  the  law  in  connection  witn  the  halt- 
holiday. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am. 

MANAWATU-WAIKOPIRO  ROAD. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  the  ^linister  of  Lands,. 
Whether  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
sufficient  to  metal  the  main  road  from  the 
Manawatu  River  to  the  post-office,  Waikopiro  f 
He  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  settlers  in 
the  Waikopiro  Block  had  suffered  very  great 
loss  and  inconvenience  in  consequence  of  the 
almost  impassable  state  of  the  road  during  the 
last  winter.  He  trusted  the  Minister  of  Lands 
would  favourably  consider  the  question,  and 
place  a  sum  on  the  estimates  sufficient  to  metal 
the  road  from  the  river  to  the  post-offioe.  j 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  this  case  his  reply 
must  be  that  he  could  not  afford  to  give  the 
public- works  estimates  piecemeal ;  and  what- 
ever would  be  done  in  this  matter  would  be 
seen  when  the  public-works  estimates  csmae 
down* 
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GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYMENT. 
Mr.  TAYLOB  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  adopt  the  rale  recently 
estahliahed  in  New  South  Wales,  under  whioh 
no  recommendations  for  Government  employ- 
ment are  accepted  from  memhers  of  the  Legis- 
lature ?  There  had  been  a  good  deal  said  daring 
the  session  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
Pezsonally,  he  had  the  feeling  that  there  were 
a  large  number  of  undesirable  appointments 
made  because  of  this  class  of  recommenda- 
tion being  taken.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  the  public  service  at  any  particular 
point  was  absolutely  faulty  through  it ;  but  he 
did  know  this :  that  a  politician  was  not  going 
to  discrimmate  very  much  on  the  capaoity  of 
the  men  he  recommended,  but  would  use  his 
patronage  in  the  direction  of  conferring  favours 
—a  system,  in  his  judgment,  distinctly  opposed 
to  the  best  interests  of  any  service  where  it  ap- 
plied. He  felt  the  position  of  members  would 
be  very  much  improved  if  they  were  free  from 
the  constant  irritation  that  applicants  inflicted 
upon  them.  The  public  service  would  be  im- 
proved at  all  points  if  the  merit  of  the  men 
only  were  considered  in  connection  with  ap- 
pointments. At  the  present  time  he  was  satis- 
fied a  large  number  of  undesirable  workmen 
and  servants  crept  in  under  the  guise  of  politi- 
cal recommendations. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  know  that 
members  were  entitled  to  such  severe  con- 
demnation as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
paesed  on  them  in  respect  of  their  recom- 
mendations. Some  of  the  older  members 
would  say  that  there  might  have  been  indis- 
cretions on  the  part  of  junior  members  of 
the  House,  but  that  they  themselves  had 
never  been  guilty  of  recommending  any  one 
who  was  not  thoroughly  competent.  He 
would  say  that  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to 
discriminate  as  to  the  duties  of  a  member  of 
a  district  in  this  respect;  and  if  they  said 
that  no  recommendation  ^ould  be  received 
from  a  member  for  a  district  he  did  not  know 
that  that  would  stop  the  practice.  It  might 
be  the  same  as  it  was  respecting  the  regulation 
whioh  said  that  no  policeman  should  approach 
a  Minister  or  member  in  reference  to  any- 
thing that  was  occurring  regarding  him- 
self. He  did  not  do  it  himself;  buc  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  a  wife  doing  it.  He 
was  afraid  it  would  be  much  the  same  with 
members  of  the  House ;  if  they  did  not  do  it 
directly  their  recommendations  would  reach 
the  Ministers  in  some  way  or  other.  He  re- 
membered that  a  Bill  had  been  brought  down 
by  the  late  Mr.  Ballance  in  which  the  nomina- 
tions were  given  to  the  members  of  the  House, 
and  he  proposed  to  give  honourable  members  a 
legs!  status  and  right  to  make  recommenda- 
tions; and  he  thought  if  members  knew  they 
had  the  responsibility  cast  upon  them,  they 
would  be  careful  to  assist  Ministers  in  making 
their  recommendations.  That  might  to  some 
extent  get  over  the  difficulty.  However,  they 
could  not  this  session  establish  a  Civil  Service 
Board.  If  he  spoke  his  own  mind  and  the 
mind    of  his  colleagues   he  should  say  that 


anything  that  would  relieve  them  from  the 
care  of  making  these  selections,  sometimes 
upon  very  imperfect  information,  would  lessen 
their  labours  very  much  indeed.  However,  the 
honourable  member  had  raised  a  question  that 
was  worthy  of  consideration. 

DESIGNATION  OP  DISTRICTS  ACT. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Why  the  Designation  of  Districts  Act, 
passed  in  1894  with  a  view  to  enable  the 
changing  of  the  names  of  townships,  railway- 
stations,  rivers,  &o.,  in  oases  where  such  names 
are  now  unsuitable,  duplicated,  or,  in  the  case 
of  Maori  names,  orthographically  incorrect^ 
has  been  only  in  two  or  three  instances  availed 
of ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  to  take  the  sub- 
ject in  hand  with  a  view  to  systematic  reform  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  there  had  been  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  the  administration  of 
this  Act,  whioh  had  been  found  very  cumber- 
some indeed  in  certain  cases.  There  was  a 
clear  instance  in  the  case  of  Palmerston  Norths 
where  a  difficulty  arose.  In  that  case  the  dis- 
trict did  suggest  a  name,  but  it  was  not  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Government,  and  that  had  the 
effect  of  nullifying  the  proceedings  under  the 
Act.  The  suggestion  made  by  the  honourable 
member  in  the  question  would  be  considered, 
and  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Act  which  would  give  greater 
facilities  for  the  changing  of  names  of  places 
wherever  desirable,  and  where  duplications 
could  be  removed. 

MOUNT  COOK  ROAD. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  place  on  the  estimates 
a  vote  for  the  improvement  of  the  Mount  Cook 
Road,  the  sum  voted  laAt  year  having  only  been 
partially  expended  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  question  would 
have  to  stand  over  till  the  public-works  esti- 
mates were  prepared. 

ABATTOIRS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
ACT. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture,  Whether,  as  suggested  by  the 
Mackenzie  County  Council,  he  will  introduce  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  Abattoirs  and  Slaughter- 
houses Act,  making  it  compulsory  (as  a  pre- 
caution against  sheep-stealing)  upon  butchers^ 
farmers,  and  others  slaughtering  sheep  to  leave 
the  ears  on  the  skins  of  sheep  killed,  so  as  to 
preserve  the  ear-marks  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  his  reply  to  the 
honourable  gentlemen  was  that  provision  was 
made  for  the  matter  now  before  the  House,  and 
he  thought  it  was  a  question  for  the  Agri- 
cultural Committee  to  consider  as  to  how  far 
this  should  be  given  effect  to. 

CENTRAL  OTAGO  WATER-CONSERVA- 
TION. 
Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Government,  What 
steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  in  the  direction 
of  establishing  the  water-conservation  policy  in 
Central  Otago  and  other  parts  promised  to  the 
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miners  and  farmers  some  time  ago ;  and  whether 
the  QoTomment  aeriously  intend  to  cany  out  a 
yigorouB  policy  of  forming  large  water-reservoirs 
in  arid  and  dry  districts  for  developing  mining 
and  other  important  indastries  tfiat  will  en- 
courage settlement  in  the  interior  ? 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  there  had  been  some 
delay  in  dealing  with  the  matter,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resignation  of  the  Inspecting 
fingineer  and  of  several  officers  of  the  Mines 
Department.  It  had  taJcen  them  all  their  time 
to  get  the  annual  reports  ready  for  Parliament. 
However,  reports  had  been  obtained  on  por- 
tions of  Otago  and  the  West  Coast  districts. 
These  reports  were  now  in  the  printer's  hands, 
and  would  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  as 
soon  as  printed.  When  that  was  done  he  pro- 
posed to  let  the  reports  go  to  the  Goldfields 
Committee  to  obtain  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  goldfields  members  on  the  contents. 

PALMER9T0N  NORTH  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  have  the  Palmerston  North 
Courthouse  rebuilt  in  brick  or  stone? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  instructions  had  been 
given  to  prepare  plans  for  a  building  in  brick. 

COAL  AND  RAILWAY  MATERIAL. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Oovemment,  Re- 
ferring to  the  following  telegram,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  New  Zealand  Times  of  the  13th 
instant,  **  Auckland,  12th  October — Arrived: 
^Tutanekai,'  from  Greymouth,  with  cargo  of 
<x>al  and  railway  material  for  Onehunga  and 
Dargaville " ;  will  they  explain  to  the  House 
what  is  meant  in  this  instance  by  the  term 
**  railway  material,"  and  where  the  coal  and 
railway  material  are  intended  to  be  used  ?  He 
eaid  this  paragraph  required  some  little  ex- 
planation, for  this  reason:  Tbey  had  in  the 
Auckland  Province,  especially  in  the  northern 
part  of  it,  coal  and  railway  material  sufficient 
not  only  for  their  own  requirements,  but  for  the 
whole  requirements  of  the  colony  for  some 
time  to  come.  Therefore  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  there  was  any  necessity  to  carry  coal 
and  railway  material,  as  described  here,  from 
Greymouth  to  Auckland. 

g  Q  Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  did  not  quite 
know  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  when  he  talked  about  there  being 
eufficient  railway  material  in  the  North  Island 
to  supply  the  wants  of  New  Zealand  for  years 
to  come.  Was  the  honourable  gentleman  re- 
ferring to  railway-sleepers  ? 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  what  he  wished  to  say 
was  that  there  was  sufficient  "  timber  "  in  the 
North  Island  to  supply  their  own  requirements 
and  the  requirements  of  the  colony  for  a  very 
long  time  to  come. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  railway  material  by 
the  **  Tutanekai "  consisted  of  a  small  locomotive 
for  the  Eawakawa  Section,  some  timber- trucks 
for  the  Wbangarei  Section,  and  coal  for  smithy 
purposes  at  the  Newmarket  Workshops,  the 
balance  of  the  coaJ  being  taken  on  to  the 
Kaihu  Railway  Section.  The  <*  Tutanekai "  was 
running  round  the  coast  continually,  and  to 
iff.  Lamach 


the  places  where  she  went  they  sent  the  tbaI- 
way  material  required  for  that  partioular  dis- 
trict. As  she  was  coming  from  the  Sooth 
she  took  coal  for  the  Kaihu  line ;  and  if  she 
had  been  coming  from  the  North  she  wcmld 
probably  have  taken  coal  from  Rossell,  or 
some  other  port  up  there,  on  the  way  she 
was  going ;  but  on  this  particular  occasion  he 
did  not  think  she  had  any  railway-sleepecs 
on  board.  While  on  the  subject  of  sleepeis, 
he  might  say  there  was  no  donbt  that 
sleepers  did  come  from  the  South  to  the  Nostii, 
but  honourable  members  forgot  that  sleepen 
had  been  sent  from  the  North  to  the  Sontfa. 
There  were  orders  now  open  for  as  many 
puriri  sleepers  as  could  be  obtained  in  the 
North  Island,  and  these  sleepers  were  as  maeh 
wanted  in  the  South  as  in  the  North  Iclaod, 
because  puriri  being  a  hard  wood  it  stood  on 
the  curves  and  held  the  dogs  better  than  anv 
wood  they  had.  As  to  silver-pine,  to  whieh 
honourable  gentlemen  had  directed  attention, 
that  also  was  a  very  durable  wood,  but  not  so 
hard  as  puriri,  although  it  was  second  only  to 
puriri  so  far  as  durability  was  oonoemed,  and 
these  facts  led  to  the  interchange  of  rieepers 
between  the  North  and  South  Island. 

POST-OFFICE  SAVINGS-BANK 
INTEREST 

Mr.  CROWTHER  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer,  If  it  is  true  that  he  has  given  instraotioiis 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  at  the  Post-Offioe 
Savings-Bank  from  November  next,  on  sams 
between  £200  and  £500,  to  2}  per  cent.  ;  if  so, 
will  he  kindly  tell  the  House  and  the  oonntry 
his  reasons  for  so  doing  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  the  first  place  he 
desired  to  inform  honourable  members  that 
they  had  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  Post 
Office  for  which  they  had  no  investment; 
secondly,  the  principal  of  the  Australian  banln 
doing  business  in  New  Zealand  had  their  rates 
of  interest  at  the  same  as  they  were  bringing 
those  of  the  Postal  Department  to  for  some 
months  pcbst ;  thirdly,  if  high  rates  of  interest 
were  given  by  banks  the  investment  of  rnxmetf 
in  industries,  in  encouraging  settlement,  and  so 
forth,  was  prejudicially  affected,  and  the  well- 
being  of  the  public  generally  militated  against. 
But  the  real  reason  wcbs  that  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  on  hand  in  the  Post  Office,  and 
for  investments  now  the  department  got 
fully  1  per  cent,  less  than  they  reoeived 
before,  and,  with  the  large  sum  of  money  on 
hand  and  the  current  rate  for  investments 
lower,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  go  on  pay- 
ing high  rates  of  interest.  He  was  watohing 
the  matter  very  carefully,  and  they  had  not 
yet  settled  the  matter  beyond  giving  the  usual 
notice.  If  he  found  they  could  get  off  their 
moneys,  and  there  was  an  indication  of  the 
price  of  money  rising,  he  would  like  to  give  to 
the  poor  of  the  country  the  highest  possible  rate 
of  interest  that  they  could; hut  at  Uie  same 
time  they  must  see  that  they  did  not  have 
large  sums  of  money  on  their  hands,  and  that 
they  were  not  paying  more  for  the  deposits  i~ 
it  was  right  for  them  to  pay. 
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Hr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  honourable 
^antleman  to  nee  some  other  exprenion  than 
**  the  poor  of  the  oonntry."  It  might  be  held 
to  imply  a  reproach. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Well,  he  would  say  the 
thrifty  of  the  ooontry. 

PUKBKOHE-WAIUKU  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  EAIHAU  asked  the  Ooyemment,  Whe- 
-ther  they  will  plaoe  a  sufficient  sum  upon  the 
publio-works  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ivtmoting  a  railway  from  Pukekohe  to  Waiuku  ? 
The  line  of  route  had  already  been  surveyed 
.and  pegged  out,  and  the  settlers  in  that  dis- 
trict were  Yety  anxious  that  the  construction  of 
(he  line  should  be  proceeded  with,  as  it  would 
afford  them  a  means  of  outlet  lor  their  produce 
to  various  parts  of  New  Zealand.  The  only 
means  now  available  to  them  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  their  produce  to  market  was  a 
«teamar,  and  this  steamer  was  sometimes 
beached  high  and  dry  for  a  week  at  a  time. 
Then,  again,  the  Native  population  in  that 
distriot  and  Inland  Waikato  were  also  very 
•deeirous  to  see  this  branch  line  thrown  open, 
as  it  would  afford  them  the  means  of  getting 
tlown  to  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and 
eo  forth.  He  was  told  by  competent  authorities 
that  the  cost  of  making  fehe  line  would  compara- 
tively be  very  trifling.  The  length  of  the  line 
between  Pukekohe  and  Waiuku  would  be  about 
fflteen  miles,  and  he  was  told  by  competent  and 
reliable  authorities  that  the  entire  cost  would 
not  exceed  £36,000.  That  was  an  average  cost 
of  £8,400  per  mile  for  the  line.  Now,  he  under- 
etood  the  average  cost  per  mile  for  railway-con- 
stmotion  in  New  Zealand  ran  to  a  very  much 
higher  figure  than  that — in  fact,  he  knew  that 
it  coet  £7,000  per  mile  in  construction ;  that 
was  to  say,  if  this  line  came  up  to  the  average 
ooet  per  mile  of  railway-construction  it  would 
^XMt  £105,000  to  do  the  work,  wherecM  he 
thought  it  could  be  done  for  £86,000.  He  would 
particularly  draw  the  attention  of  the  (Govern- 
ment to  this  fact :  that  the  cost  of  this  line 
would  be  really  very  very  small,  and  as  this  was 
an  important  matter  to  the  people  of  the  district, 
and  to  other  parts  of  the  colony  besides,  he 
would  request  the  Government  to  undertake 
the  work. 

Mr.  HALL^ONES  said  that  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  about  the  cost  of 
the  line  was,  no  doubt,  correct ;  it  would  be 
through  country  where  the  line  oould  be  con- 
etmoted  cheaply.  He  thought  the  cost  of  tbe 
formation  of  the  proposed  branch  line  would  be 
£86,000  or  £40,000,  but  he  would  point  out  that 
at  present  the  House  had  not  given  its  autho- 
rity for  the  construction  of  the  line.  The  whole 
question  would  be  considered  when  the  public- 
works  estimates  were  being  dealt  with. 

MEMBERS  VISITING  TAURANGA. 
Mr.  HERBIES  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  and  Mr.  Speaker  have  received  an  invitation 
from  the  Mayor  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
•of  Tauranga  a^ing  the  members  of  this  House 
to  visit  the  district ;  and  whether  he  will  give 
any  facilities  for  members  desirous  of  accept- 


ing the  invitation?  In  asking  the  question 
standing  in  his  name  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  honourable  members  to  tiie 
natural  beauties  of  Tauranga  and  the  dis- 
trict, and  wished  to  point  out  that  honourable 
members  accepting  the  invitation  would  also 
have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Hot  Lakes 
district  of  tne  colony.  He  wished  to  ask  the 
Premier  whether,  if  a  sufficient  number  of 
members  of  the  House  were  willing  to  accept 
the  invitation,  he  would  give  the  "  Tutanekai  " 
or  one  of  the  Government  boats  to  take  them  to 
Tauranga  from  Wellington.  The  trip  would 
probably  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  assist  the  Government  in  bringing 
the  session  to  a  close  as  speedily  as  possible 
he  would  have  no  hesitation  in  allowing  the 
Government  steamer  to  call  in  at  Tauranga, 
where  the  people  were  very  intelligent  and 
very  hospitable,  and  where  the  scenery  was 
very  fine.  He  would  do  what  he  could  to 
fcboilitate  the  proposal.  He  would  not  be  able 
to  go  until  after  the  session,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  his  presence  in  the  district  would  remove 
some  misapprehensions  that  existed  in  the 
district  at  the  present  time.  He  would,  at 
any  rate,  take  an  early  opportunity  of  going  to 
the  district  to  remove  those  false  ideas. 

POSTAGE  RATES. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Postmaster- General, 
If  he  will  rearrange  the  postage  rates  in  this 
colony  so  that  they  may  be  more  equitable 
than  at  present,  as  a  letter  is  now  charged  the 
same  rate  for  being  carried  one  mile  as  for  a 
thousand  miles  ?  It  seemed  unreasonable  that 
the  same  rate  of  postage  should  be  charged  on 
a  letter  sent  a  distance  of  a  mile  as  on  a  letter 
sent  to  Melbourne,  or  even  to  the  Old  Country. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  hinting  at  the  penny  postage  ? 

Mr.  MONK  said  he  was  referring  to  the  in- 
equality of  the  rate ;  he  wanted  to  see  the 
postage  as  low  as  possible. 

Mr.  SEDDON  always  believed  in  maintain- 
ing a  sound  finance,  and  the  New  Zealand 
rates,  compared  with  those  paid  in  otber 
countries,  could  not  be  objected  to ;  they  were 
very  reasonable.  The  Government  had  given 
and  were  ffiving  concessions  to  the  people,  and 
were  studying  their  convenience  as  far  as 
possible.  The  telephone  and  telegraphic  ser- 
vices were  being  extended,  and  all  this  could 
not  be  done  without  money ;  and  he  did  not 
know  that  they  could  get  it  in  any  fairer  way 
than  through  the  stamps.  At  any  rate,  if  at 
any  time  they  could  make  a  reduction  they 
would  do  so. 

MAEREWHENUA  BRIDGE. 
Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  provision  will  be  made  on  the 
estimates  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
Maerewhenua  River,  opposite  Hutton's,  so  as  to 
connect  with  the  Pass  Road  from  Oamaru  to 
Naseby,  and  remove  the  present  risk  of  loss  of 
life  caused  by  foot-passengers  having  to  cross 
the  river  on  a  plank  ? 
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Mr.  J.  MclCENZIE  said  this  question  would 
have  to  stand  oyer  antil  the  pablic-works 
estimates  came  down,  when  it  would  be  seen 
what  provision  had  been  made  for  this  work. 

TOKORAHI  ESTATE. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  largely- 
increased  traffic  on  the  Oamaru-Windsor- 
Tokorahi  Branch  Railway,  consequent  upon  the 
cutting-up  and  settlement  of  the  Tokorahi 
Estate,  he  will  provide  for  a  tri-weekly  through 
train-service  instead  of  a  bi-weekly  as  at  pre- 
sent; and  also  cause  additional  doors  and  a 
water-tank  to  be  provided  at  the  goods-shed 
for  the  convenience  of  persons  loading  or  un- 
loading grain  or  goods  ? 

Mr.  CADMAK  said  that,  as  far  as  the  depart- 
ment was  advised,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
additional  trains,  and  every  provision  had  been 
made  for  the  coming  busy  season.  However, 
further  inquiries  were  being  made  with  the 
view  of  confirming  the  information  already  in 
hand. 

TROUT-FISHING. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether,  for  the  convenience  of 
anglers  travelling  by  rail  to  the  various  trout 
rivers,  he  will  arrange  that  during  the  fishing 
season  such  Statioumasters  as  can  readily  do 
so  shall  once  every  day— say,  in  time  for  pub- 
lication in  the  evening  papers — telegraph  the 
condition  of  the  rivers  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
several  stations ;  the  information  so  trans- 
mitted to  be  displayed  on  a  notice-board  at  all 
telegraph-offices,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
weather  telegrams  ? 

Mr.  OADMAN  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
telegraphing  daily  the  information  asked  for, 
but  he  was  prepared  to  give  every  facility  that 
was  reasonable.  In  his  opinion  it  was  neces- 
sary to  telegraph  only  at  such  times  when  the 
river  was  not  suitable  for  fishing. 

REFUND  OF  STAMP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  It  provision  will  be  made  for  a 
refund  of  stamp  duties  on  succession  orders  to 
Natives  found  entitled,  under  the  West  Coast 
Settlement  Reserve  Acts,  in  respect  of  lands 
vested  in  the  Public  Trustee  and  charged 
against  rents,  on  the  erroneous  assumption 
that  the  lands  vested  in  the  Natives? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  question  was  being 
considered,  and  he  would  give  the  honourable 
member  a  definite  reply  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. 

NORTHERN  TELEGRAPH  CONNECTION. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Telegraphs,  If  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  further  connecting  the  North 
by  telegraph,  via  HunterviUe  and  Taupo  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  considered 
advisable  to  have  another  telegraph  route 
North  vid  HunterviUe  and  Taupo,  but  gradu- 
ally, as  settlement  progressed  and  the  building 
of  the  Central  Railway  advanced,  a  telegraph- 


line  would,  no  doubt,  be  erected  on  or  near  the 
railway-line,  vid  HunterviUe  and  Mangawaka^ 
ultimately  connecting  the  Wellington  District 
with  that  of  Auckland.  A  telephone-line,  thirty- 
three  miles  in  length,  was  now  about  to  be 
constructed  from  Otorohanga,  in  the  Auokland 
District,  to  Poro-o-tarao.  This  section  might  be 
considered  part  of  what  would  ultimately  be 
probably  a  third  alternative  telegraph  route 
between  Wellington  and  Auckland  Distriets, 
Mangaweka  at  present  being  the  terminal 
telephone-office  on  the  Wellington  side.  Thfr 
second  alternative  route  proposed  to  Auokland 
was  the  erection  of  a  wire  from  New  Plymouth,. 
vid  Wattara,  Mokau,  and  Otorohanga,  and  this 
would  be  gone  on  with  during  the  oomin^p 
summer. 

LAND  IMPROVEMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If,  in  bringing  down  the  estimates  of 
expenditure  under  the  heading  of  Liand  Im- 
provement Account,  he  will  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  providing  maps  and  a  schedule  sk- 
plaining  what,  if  any.  Crown  lands  are  intended 
to  be  improved  by  each  item  of  ezpenditnre? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  do  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
wished.  In  many  oases  in  the  colony  bridges 
erected  by  the  old  Provincial  Governments  were 
now  getting  weak  and  rotten,  and  the  looal 
bodies  had  to  replace  them,  in  which  woik 
they  were  assisted  in  some  instances  by  the 
Government.  And,  while  land  inunediateXy 
alongside  the  bridge  would  be  directly  benefited 
by  the  expenditure,  land  at  a  distance  would 
necessarily  be  benefited  also  to  a  great  extent, 
while  at  the  same  time  miles  away  from  the 
actual  work,  so  that  the  land  could  not  be 
shown  as  immediately  in  proximity  to  the  work. 

AUSTRALASIAN  COURT  OP  APPEAL. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will, 
during  the  recess,  make  the  necessary  inquiries 
from  the  neighbouring  colonies  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  constituting  an  Australasian  Gomt 
of  Appeal ;  such  Court  to  be  composed  of  one 
Supreme  Court  Judge  from  each  colony,  and  to 
hold  periodical  sittings  in  each  colony  at  stated 
intervals  ?  He  thought  the  day  had  arrived 
when  something  might  be  done  in  this  way.  It 
would  result  in  saving  heavy  expense  to  liti* 
gants.  Such  a  Court  would  save  expense  in 
cases  that  were  now  sent  Home  to  the  higher 
Courts,  and  it  would  also  save  a  great  deal  of 
valuable  time  and  give  general  satisfaction.  He 
thought  there  were  many  colonists  who  would 
prefer  to  have  their  appeal  cases  decided  in  the 
colony  in  order  to  save  the  time  and  expense 
that  were  involved. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say  he  was  not  in 
favour  of  an  Australasian  Court  of  Appeal. 
He  preferred  instead  taking  the  highest  legal 
opinion,  and  that  they  should  go  to  the  Priiy 
Council  for  that. 

PASTEURISING  MILK. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  Is 
it  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  intro- 
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flUioe  a  measure  this  session  making  provision 
for  the  pastearising  of  milk  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKEllZIE  said  this  matter  would 
be  provided  for  in  the  Dairy  Industry  Bill, 
which  was  now  before  the  House. 

ELTHAM  RAILWAY-STATION. 

Mr.  McQUIRE  asked  the  Minister  for  Bail- 
ways,  In  case  he  has  not  funds  in  hand  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  verandah  to  the  Eltham 
Railway-station,  will  he  place  a  sufficient 
amount  on  the  estimates  for  that  purpose? 
He  trusted  the  Minister  for  Railways  would 
give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  question.  A 
very  important  town  had  grown  up  in  the 
vicinity,  and  was  fast  becoming  an  important 
centre  for  trade  and  commerce.  The  neces- 
sity there  for  a  verandah  to  the  railway-station 
was  much  felt.  When  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  passed  through  the  district  he  promised 
that  this  matter  would  be  attended  to.  He 
was  not  without  hope  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cad- 
man  would  have  the  verandah  erected  without 
delay. 

Mr.  OADMAN  said,  when  the  question  of 
providing  the  £200,000  asked  for  raUways  was 
before  the  House  he  proposed  to  show  the 
House  what  were  the  most  urgent  works.  He 
might  also  say  that  demands  were  coming  so 
constantly  from  members  that  probably  the 
total  sum  to  meet  their  wants  instead  of  being 
£200,000  would  be  nearer  £400,000. 

PRESIDENT,  BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND, 
PINE. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Qovemment, 
To  what  fund  the  fine  of  £500  imposed  on  the 
President  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was 
paid,  and  to  what  purpose  it  has  been  applied  7 
The  Government  were  aware  that  this  fine  had 
been  paid,  but  he  did  not  think  the  general 
public  were  quite  certain  as  to  whether  the 
fine  was  paid  or  not.  He  knew  it  was  paid, 
how  it  was  paid,  by  whom  and  to  whom,  and 
that  it  was  ultimately  deposited  in  the  Trea- 
sury. Looking  to  the  Standing  Orders  he 
found  that  No.  436  ordered  that  ''all  fines" 
were  to  be  paid  to  the  Library  Fund.  He 
wished  to  learn  if  this  fine  would  be  so  applied. 
The  money  was  paid  in  five  new  crisp  hundred- 
pound  notes.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining what  had  been,  or  would  be,  done  with 
this  money  that  he  asked  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  amount  of  the  fine 
was  lying  to  the  credit  of  deposits  in  the  Con- 
solidated Pund,  and  in  March  next  the  amount 
would  be  transferred  to  revenue,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Revenues  Act. 
So,  if  there  was  an  extra  surplus  next  year, 
they  would  be  able  to  say  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  had  swelled  it  to  the 
extent  of  £500. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked,  would  the  Premier 
look  at  Standing  Order  No.  4d6. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  necessity 
for  him  to  look  at  it :  the  honourable  member 
had  read  it.  He  listened  with  great  attention 
while  the  honourable  gentleman  read  it ;  but 
the  effect  was  that,  according  to  our  law,  the 


money  lay  at  the  present  time  to  the  credit  of 
the  deposits  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  could 
only  be  taken  out  of  that  by  the  appropriation, 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  perhaps  he  ought  to  ex- 
plain the  part  he  took  in  the  matter.  When 
the  £500  fine  was  paid  into  his  hands  he  was 
aware  of  the  Standing  Order  which  said  that  all 
fines  were  to  go  to  the  library.  But  a  refer- 
ence to  the  previous  Standing  Order  pointed  to- 
fines  imposed  on  members  guilty  of  contempt,, 
which  would  undoubtedly  be  handed  over  by 
him  to  the  library.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
Standing  Orders  distinctly  covered  fines  inflicted 
on  a  witness  who  refused  to  give  evidence.  He: 
had  therefore  paid  that  fine  into  the  Treasury, 
leaving  it  to  the  House,  if  it  thought  proper,  to 
raise  the  question  that  it  be  transferred  f root 
the  Treasury  to  the  Library  Fund.  He  also 
thought  it  was  better  in  the  first  instance  that 
the  £500  should  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury,  in 
case  the  House  might,  on  grounds  shown,  think, 
proper  to  remit  the  penalty. 

LAND  AND  INCOME  ASSESSMENT   ACT. 

Mr.  HEKE  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  the  Government  will  introduce  this 
session  a  Bill  to  amend  '*  The  Land  and  In- 
come Assessment  Act  Amendment  Act,  1895,'* 
for  the  purpose  of  excluding  the  payment  of 
the  tax  out  of  rents  due  to  the  Native  owners 
of  all  lands  that  were  leased  before  the  18th 
October,  1895  ;  and  chat  the  tax  on  such  lands 
be  paid  by  the  lessees  of  such  lands?  The 
object  of  the  question  was  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Native  Minister  to  what  he  presumed 
was  a  mistake  in  the  legislation  of  1895.  The 
case  he  desired  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Premier  to  was  that  of  Native  lands  leased 
to  Europeans.  It  was  a  well-known  fact 
that,  regarding  lands  intended  to  be  leased 
to  Europeans,  there  were  large  survey 
liens  and  other  charges  existing  on  the- 
properties,  and  a  legal  lease  could  not  take 
place  until  these  liens  were  satisfied.  There- 
fore a  European  or  any  private  individual 
desiring  to  obtain  a  lease  had  to  pay  off  in 
advance  these  liens  and  also  other  charges. 
Another  very  heavy  charge  imposed  on  Native 
lands  of  that  nature  were  charges  under  the 
Stamp  Act — that  was,  the  10-per-cent.  stamp 
duty,  now  reduced  to  7^  per  cent.  All  this 
had  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  in  negotiating 
leases  the  fair  rents  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
Natives  were  beaten  down  by  the  iodividual 
negotiating  for  the  leases  to  a  very  small  sum, 
by  pointing  out  these  charges  which  had  to  be 
satisfied  before  anything  could  be  done;  and 
the  object  of  the  question  was  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  fact  that 
the  deduction  of  the  land-tax  out  of  the  rents 
of  Native  lands  leased  before  the  Act  of  1895- 
ought  not  to  apply  to  lands  leased  prior  to 
1895 ;  and  he  asked  the  Government  whether 
they  would  take  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ing of  the  Act  to  that  efiecc. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  proposed  Consolida- 
tion Bill  mflbde  no  such  provision.  The  ques- 
tion was,  no  doubt,  fully  gone  into  by  Parlia- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


404 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Nov.  9 


tnent  when  the  1895  Act  wu  passed, 
of  Native  land  need  not  leooyer  from  the  Native 
owners  nnlest  they  pleased,  though  power  to  do 
so  was  g^ven  under  the  law. 

Mr.  HEEE  said  he  had  been  misinformed  on 
^at  point. 

THE  LATE  DUOHEBS  OF  TECK. 
Mr.  SEDDON  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing  telegrams,  and  moved,  That  they  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journals  of  the  House  by  oom- 
mand  of  His  Excellency  : — 

«*  28th  October,  1897. 
'*The  Premier  of  New  Zealand,  on  behalf 
■of  the  Qovernment  and  the  people  of  the 
colony,  desires  to  express  their  profound  sym- 
pathy with  Her  Majesty  and  the  Royal  Family 
at  the  death  of  Her  Royal  Highness  the 
.Duchess  of  Teck. 

•*  Ranfublt,  Governor." 
'*  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  London." 

*•  Governor,  Wellington. 

"Your  Lordship's  telegram  of  the 
28th  October  has  been  communicated  to  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen.  I  have  received  Her 
Majesty's  commands  to  express  her  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  sympathetic  message  from 
the  Premier  and  people  of  New  Zealand. 

**  Chamberlain.** 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

in  committbb. 

Glass  I.—Lboislativb. 

House  of  Representatives,  £4,240. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  a  return  for  which 
he  had  moved  some  time  ago  in  relation  to  the 
messengers  of  the  House  bore  out  what  he  had 
stated  last  year — that  they  were  not  allowed 
to  be  promoted  according  to  length  of  service. 
The  Premier  had  stated  in  1898,  when  he 
enunciated  the  Ministerial  policy,  that  that 
principle  was  to  be  carried  out  even  to  the 
meanest  of  the  Civil  servants.  He  saw,  also, 
that  nine  new  messengers  had  been  appointed 
in  1897,  and  he  would  like  to  know  how  it  was 
that  so  many  were  needed.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  consider  that,  though  messengers 
had  not  an  exalted  position  in  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, they  were  just  as  much  entitled  to  be 
oonsidered  as  regards  right  of  promotion  as 
any  other  branch. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  regard  to  the  promo- 
tion the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to,  he 
had  taken  the  most  competent  —  in  fact,  the 
only  member  of  the  permanent  staff.  He  had, 
of  course,  made  a  distinction  between  sessional 
and  permanent  messengers.  As  regards  the 
new  messengers,  those  of  the  old  messengers 
who  had  applied  had  been  put  on,  but  some 
did  not  apply.  He  had  not  refused  any  old 
messengers.  He  did  not  know  that  anything 
seriously  wrong  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
see  that  the  messengers  looked  well  after  the 
comfort  of  members,  and  were  obliging  and 
•courteous,  and  he  had  heard  no  complaints. 
Ur.  Seddan 


Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  whether  mm^ 
sengers  were  appointed  absolately  by  Ministers 
without  reference  to  the  Spaakfer,  the  head  of 
the  department. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Mr.  Friend  sent  him  the 
applications  received,  and  the  appointmenti 
were  then  made. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  what  wm  the  pori- 
tion  of  the  Executive  Government  in  velatioa 
to  the  Legislative  Department,  and  whsiher 
they  took  the  advice  of  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment— the  Speaker — ^in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointments that  were  made.  He  would  like  to 
know  what  was  the  present  position  of  Mr. 
Cosgrove,  an  old  servant  who  had  grown  old  in 
the  service  of  the  House— whether,  in  his  old 
age,  any  provision  had  been  made  for  him, 
and  upon  what  compensation  he  had  been 
retired. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  no  doubt  the  Pre- 
Qkier  was  right  that  the  appointments  were 
made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House,  but  they  all  knew  the  appointments 
were  really  made  by  the  Premier  himself 
exactly  as  he  chose.  The  sooner  the  Hoose 
determined  that  they  should  resume  to  them- 
selves, through  the  Speaker,  the  right  of  the 
appointment  of  every  parliamentary  official 
the  better.  It  was  Wrong  altogether,  from 
beginning  to  end,  that  messengers,  or  any 
officials  of  the  House,  should  in  any  w»y  bd 
led  to  look  to  Ministers  for  promotion,  and  not 
to  the  members  of  the  House  for  the  recogni- 
tion of  good  service.  It  was  a  matter  of  vital 
importance.  He  agreed  with  the  Premier  that 
the  messengers  were  willing  and  anxious  U>  do 
their  work  well ;  but  there  were  so  many  new 
men  that  the  work  had  not  been  satiefactorily 
done  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  It  was 
not  that  they  did  not  wish  to  do  their  work 
satisfactorily,  but  that  they  were  altogether 
new  to  parliamentary  work,  and  had  their 
business  to  learn.  He  wished,  also,  to  know 
something  about  the  item,  *'  Reader,  Clerk  of 
Bills  and  Papers,  £150."  To  begin  with,  the 
salary  was  not  sufficient  for  so  responsible  a 
position.  But  who  was  he  ?  They  h«d  voted 
a  salary  last  year,  and  were  now  asked  to  do  so 
again ;  but,  so  far  as  he  knew  at  present,  there 
was  no  person  to  fill  the  office,  and  if  any  official 
chanced  to  be  ill  there  was  no  person  now  being 
trained  to  take  his  position.  Surely  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  some  definite  person  appointed  to 
the  office  of  Reader  and  Clerk  of  Bills,  so  that 
he  might  be  trained  in  the  work  he  would  have 
to  do.  The  gentleman  appointed  vrould  have 
to  be  trained  by  years  of  study  in  the  rules, 
precedents,  customs,  and  order  of  busineee  of 
the  House,  so  that  in  due  course  he  might 
suoceed  to  higher  office.  But  at  present  the 
officers  were  not  being  trained  up  in  the  way 
they  should  go.  If  the  Premier  did  not  mean 
to  appoint  anybody  to  the  position,  then  he 
should  strike  the  item  out.  This  question, 
like  that  of  the  messengers,  was  for  the  Hoose 
to  consider,  and  to  insist  on  having  its  officers 
under  its  own  control,  who  should  not  be 
obliged  to  look  to  Ministers  for  their  promo* 
tion  or  appointment. 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  wm  only  allowed  to 
■peak  fooz  times.  He  hoped  honourable  mem- 
bera  would  not  think  he  was  disoourteous  if 
he  did  not  reply  to  them  at  once. 

Mr.  PIBANI  held  that  there  was  a  very  im- 
portant  principle  involved  in  this  disonssion,  as 
be  felt  sure  tiiat  the  majority  of  honourable 
members  objected  to  this  system  of  Ministerial 
patronage  in  oonneotion  with  the  offioers  of  the 
House ;  and  a  resolution  would  be  proposed  to 
that  effect  only  no  opportunity  could  be  ob- 
tained for  moving  it.  He  intended,  however, 
to  move,  in  order  to  test  the  question,  That  this 
vote  be  reduced  by  £1,  as  an  indication  from 
the  HoQse  that  -the  appointment  of  offioers 
should  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Gk>vernment 
of  the  day.  There  was  very  good  reason  for 
knowing  it  was  so;  because  during  the  last 
session  a  messenger,  who  was  not  here  now, 
miscondncted  himself  so  badly  as  to  incur  the 
displeasure  of  the  Olerk  of  the  House,  and, 
when  spoken  to,  his  reply  was  that  if  there 
waa  any  fuss  made  he  would  appeal  to  the 
Premier,  who  had  appointed  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  a  pity  the  Clerk 
did  not  report  the  man,  as  he  would  not  have 
said  that  again. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  it  was  an  unfortunate 
thing  ihat  the  present  system  conduced  to  that 
state  of  things,  and  the  Premier  ought  to  re- 
cognise that  the  sooner  he  divested  himself  of 
all  these  small  petty  appointments  the  better  it 
would  be  for  himBelf.  With  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Bill  Beader,  what  was  the  state 
of  affairs  now  ?  There  was  only  one  officer  in 
the  House  in  sufficiently  good  nealth  to  take 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  and  the  Com- 
mittee-work, and  that  officer  had  to  be  on  duty 
from  the  time  the  House  met  until  it  rose. 
That  was  a  wrong  state  of  affairs,  and,  as  there 
was  provision  on  the  estimates  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  fourth  officer,  that  appointment 
should  be  made.  It  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  dignity  of  Parliament  that  the  minutes 
of  Parliament  should  be  taken  by  a  temporary 
clerk  who  was  paid  10s.  a  day,  witn  the 
alternative  that  one  man  should  be  compelled 
to  sit  in  the  Chamber  for  fourteen  or  fifteen 
hours  a  day. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  had  the  Hansard 
before  him  of  what  the  Premier  said  as  to  the 
messengers,  and  it  was  as  follows : — 

"Mr.  Sbddon  said  he  thought  it  had  been 
laid  down — and  it  was  a  very  sound  principle — 
that  promotion  should  follow  upon  seniority, 
provided  the  officers  were  competent  or  efficient 
and  the  Government  considered  that  appoint- 
ment could  be  fairly  conferred.  He  did  not 
know  what  the  honourable  gentleman  in  this 
respect  waa  driving  at,  but  he  seemed  to  be 
wanting  to  get  some  information  out.  Of 
course,  there  were  offioers  and  officers.  There 
were  permanent  officers  who  were  kept  on  all 
the  year  round,  and  there  were  sessional  officers. 
If  the  question  referred  to  permanent  officers, 
then  the  promotion  was  in  accordance  with 
seniority.  The  senior  watchman  was  too  old 
for  the  poeifeion.  However,  one  of  the  mes- 
sengers had  retired.    He  was  a  very  old  man. 


and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  thought,  as  a  matter  of 
justice,  that  he  ought  to  he  retired  and  paid 
compensation. 

**  Sir  B.  Stout. — I  am  asking  about  appoint- 
ments, not  retirements. 

**  Mr.  SxDDOH  said  there  were  retirements 
and  there  were  promotions,  but  before  there 
could  be  promotion  there  must  be  retirement,, 
and  in  the  promotion  they  had,  with  the  exoep- 
tion  of  a  very  old  man,  selected  the  senior  per- 
manent officer.'* 

What  were  the  facts  ?  Two  messengers  were 
appointed  in  1679,  one  in  1884,  one  in  1888,  and 
one  in  1890,  all  prior  to  the  gentleman  who  waa 
occupying  the  position  of  senior  messenger. 
How  did  that  gentleman  get  the  appoint- 
ment of  senior  messenger?  He  was  ap- 
pointed in  1894  assistant  night-watchman. 
There  was  no  vote  for  assistant  night-watch- 
man, and  this  office  was  created  without 
the  sanction  of  Parliament  for  the  gentle- 
man who  was  now  senior  messenger.  He  was 
appointed  a  sessional  messenger  in  June,  1894, 
and  at  the  close  of  that  session  he  was  put  into 
a  permanent  billet  as  assistant  night-watchman 
without  a  vote  of  the  House.  Being  called  a 
permanent  officer,  when  a  messenger  retired 
he  was  promoted  to  the  senior  messengership, 
over  the  heads  of  five  messengers  who  had  been 
in  the  employment  of  the  House  from  1878. 
The  Premier's  action  was  very  unfair,  and  a 
violation  of  the  principle  he  himself  laid  down 
in  1897.  It  was  to  that  be  had  referred,  as 
the  Premier  knew  perfectly  well.  It  was  not 
a  question  of  competency.  He  had  never 
charged  any  messenger  with  being  incom- 
petent, and  would  not  do  so ;  but  he  did  say 
that  the  Premier  had  deliberately  rewarded 
a  personal  friend  of  his  own  by  appointing  him 
senior  messenger  over  the  head  of  five  other 
messengers.  That  was  improper,  and  that  was 
why  he  raised  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  at  once  gave  an  emphatic 
denial  to  the  statement  that  he  made  the 
appointment  in  order  to  reward  a  friend  of  his 
own.  He  also  denied  that  the  post  of  assistant 
night-watchman  was  created  to  make  a  billet 
for  the  present  chief  messenger.  At  that  time 
there  were  serious  reasons  why  raoper  precau- 
tions should  be  taken  at  the  Parliamentary 
Buildings  and  the  Government  Buildings.  The 
night-watchman  had  very  long  hours,  and  there 
was  a  portion  of  time  when  the  Parliamentary 
Buildings  were  left  without  a  soul  near  them, 
and  if  a  fire  had  broken  out,  upon  whom  would 
the  blame  have  fallen  ?  On  the  Government. 
The  Premier  would  have  got  all  the  blame,  and 
would  have  been  held  responsible  for  the  burn- 
ing-down of  Parliament  Buildings.  To  get  rid 
of  this  risk,  and  to  relieve  a  very  old  and  faith- 
ful servant,  the  Government  appointed  another 
watchman  to  assist  him.  The  appointment  was 
conferred  upon  one  who  wcbs  trustworthy  and 
efficient,  and  he  thought  he  had  given  general 
satisfaction.  Coming  to  Mr.  Cosgrove,  he  might 
say  that  he  kept  the  old  gentleman  on,  and  would 
have  done  so  longer  had  it  not  been  absolute 
cruelty,  seeing  how  the  poor  old  man  used  to 
come  tottering  to  the  Buildings.    Then,  they 
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bad  diBoovered  that  a  parliamentary  ofBicer 
was  not  a  Civil  servant,  and  he  was  neither 
entitled  legally  to  a  pension  nor  to  compensa- 
tion. It  seamed  to  him  that  their  parlia- 
mentary officers  were  in  a  worse  position  than 
any  other  appointments  that  oonld  be  made. 
They  had  this  proved  in  the  case  of  the 
Chief  Beporter.  If  members  wished  to  have 
the  officers  of  the  House  placed  in  a  proper 
position  it  could  only  be  done  by  Act.  At 
present  parliamentary  officers  were  not  Civil 
servants.  That  was  the  way  to  meet  it,  and 
not  have  the  annual  wrangle.  He  had  stated 
the  legal  position  of  parliamentary  officers — 
that  they  were  not  Civil  servants — and  by 
directions  from  this  House  this  duty  devolved 
on  the  Government.  There  was  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  House  placing  the  duty  in  the 
hands  of  the  Oovemment.  This  was  a  new 
Parliament.  If  members  wanted  to  review  that 
position,  he  himself  should  be  prepared  to  give 
the  House  an  opportunity. 

An  Hon.  Membsb.— Why  not  do  it  on  this 
vote? 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  the  blocking  of  the  esti- 
mates would  not  effect  that.  If  it  ought  to  be 
done,  it  ought  to  be  done  in  a  proper  manner 
and  by  resolution.  What  he  understood  was 
that  it  was  the  general  wish  that  an  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given.  Blocking  the  esti- 
mates and  having  a  long  wrangle  over  them 
would  not  help  them,  but  would  only  be  a 
waste  of  time.  As  far  as  the  messengers  being 
under  the  control  of  Ministers  during  the  ses- 
sion was  concerned,  those  who  made  that 
statement  knew  nothing  whatever  about  it. 
They  were  directly  under  the  control  of  Mr. 
Speaker.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  could  not  give  an 
instruction ;  he  would  be  sorry  to  do  so. 
Every  dispute  was  settled  by  Mr.  Speaker  or 
the  House  Committee.  The  Government  had 
nothing  to  do  with  them  during  the  session. 
Applications  for  appointments  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Friend.  Mr.  Friend  sent  him  the  list  with  the 
applications,  and  he  dealt  with  them.  No  other 
one  could  legally  do  it.  Mr.  Friend  could  not 
appoint;  neither  could  Mr.  Speaker.  Mr. 
Speekker  was  the  executive  officer  of  the  House. 
The  power  of  doing  that  was  taken  away  from 
the  Speaker  by  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
knew  nothing  about  it.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  was 
not  responsible  for  the  number  of  messengers. 
Some  died,  and  some  were  too  old  to  work,  and 
he  could  not  help  it  if  they  were  worn  out.  He 
thought  the  whole  of  those  on  last  year's  list 
were  put  on  again.  He  knew  there  must  be 
continuity.  As  regarded  the  Bill  Header,  and 
the  unfortunate  position  they  were  now  placed 
in,  he  thought,  under  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances, they  ought  to  make  an  appointment. 
For  several  years  it  had  been  a  sinecure.  The 
first  appointment  was  a  sinecure.  Two  other 
appointments  were  given  to  youths  without  the 
slightest  experience,  and  the  next  was  given  to 
one  who  had  the  respect  of  several  members  of 
the  House.  It  was  practically  a  sinecure,  and 
since  then  no  appointment  had  been  made. 
Ur  8€ddon 


He  saw  the  neoesaity  of  haying  some  trafned 
officer,  and  owing  to  the  extraoidinary  poaitioB 
he  should  ask  Ministers  at  an  early  date  to 
consider  the  appointment  of  a  Bill  Reader. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  why  the  appointment  of 
Chief  Messenger  had  not  been  given  to  one  of 
the  five  who  were  senior  messengers.  It  was 
a  question  of  seniority.  There  were  one  or 
two  other  things  that  might  be  spoken  of.  He 
understood  that  there  had  been  one  meeaenger 
— with  a  wife  and  family  dependent  on  him — 
discharged  to  make  room  for  another  who  had 
a  private  income. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  if  the  Premier  said 
it  was  not  correct  he  should  have  to  make 
further  inquiries.  But  he  would  ask  why  the 
Chief-messengership  had  not  been  given  %o 
Mooney,  appointed  in  1879  ;  to  Wright,  ap- 
pointed in  1879 ;  to  Greig,  appointed  in  1884 ; 
or  to  Lucas,  appointed  in  1888?  If  the  Premier 
answered  thac  question  distinctly,  honoarable 
members  would  know  where  they  were  with 
reference  to  these  appointments. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  Premier,  as  usual, 
had  confounded  the  issue.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  competency,  or  of  private  feeling,  at 
all.  The  point  was  this:  First,  the  Premier 
said  he  learnt  in  1894  that  these  premiaes 
were  going  to  be  burned  down.  That  was  one 
of  those  absurd  rumours  that  got  abroad  and 
led  to  unnecessary  expense.  Why  did  not 
the  Premier  consult  Parliament  in  1894,  and 
get  an  appropriation  for  an  assistant  night- 
watchman,  if  he  thought  such  an  appointment 
necessary  ?  Why  did  he  allow  Parliament  to 
disperse  without  getting  a  vote,  and  then, 
when  it  had  dispersed,  put  on  an  assistant 
night-watchman  without  a  vote  of  that  House? 

Q  Q  The  next  point  was,  Why  did  not  the 
Premier  appoint  as  assistant  night- 
watchman  some  older  messenger  who  had  been 
employed  in  the  House  as  sessional  messenger  ? 
Why.  was  the  selection  made  of  the  newest  a|^ 
pointed  messenger  for  this  promotion  ?  That 
was  the  question,  and  it  was  no  use  the 
Premier  trying  to  evade  it;  if  he  oould  not 
answer  it  let  him  say  so.  He  said  this  was 
a  pure  question  of  favouritism,  and  the  pro- 
motion was  not  gained  by  seniority,  saoh  as 
the  Premier  said  promotion  was  given  by. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Premier  was 
rather  mixed  about  this  matter ;  he  first  said 
one  thing,  and  then  they  had  listened  to  some- 
thing which  was  not  altogether  consistent  with 
it.  He  would  take  the  Premier  on  his  own 
statement.  The  Premier  said  parliamentary 
officers  were  not  Civil  servants,  which  meant 
that  they  ought  to  be  subject  to  somewhat 
different  treatment.  The  Speaker  of  the  Hoose, 
as  representative  of  the  legislative  body  of  the 
country,  was  in  a  different  position  to  the  head 
of  any  other  department  of  the  State.  The 
Legislative  Department  was,  no  doubt,  a  de- 
partment of  State  on  certain  conditions.  The 
position  was  this:  that  every  appointment 
came  from  the  Crown,  which  was  the  sooxoa 
of  all  appointments.  Every  appointment  was 
subject   to  appropriations   on  the  estimates. 
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wbioh  oame  down  from  the  Grown;  and  the 
position  assumed  by  the  Ministry  was,  he  con- 
sidered, an  unfortunate  one,  and  he  thought  the 
resolution  which  was  come  to  some  years  ago 
was  little  understood.  The  estimates,  when  once 
•on  the  table,  were  bound  to  be  supported  by 
the  Ministry  of  the  day,  because  they  came 
down  from  the  Grown;  but  those  estimates 
^ught  to  be  the  result  of  communications 
between  Ministers  and  the  head  of  the  Legisla- 
tiye  Department — that  was,  the  Speaker.  But 
what  did  they  find?  They  found  Ministers 
^absolutely  assuming  to  themselves  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  officers  in  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment. What  did  the  Premier  say  just  now  ? 
He  said  because  he  saw  how  things  were  going, 
and  that  the  House  was  going  to  rise  to  a  sense 
of  its  position — not  as  a  party,  but  as  members 
of  the  House — the  Premier  said  he  would  raise 
the  question  in  Cabinet.  Good  Heavens!  Did 
the  Premier  mean  to  tell  them  now  that  there 
bad  been  no  representation  as  to  the  needs  of 
the  department  at  the  present  time,  and  that 
he  had  no  representations  on  this  subject  ?  Let 
the  Premier  give  them  some  sign  of  it.  In  the 
absence  of  that  sign  they  were  bound  to  con- 
sider that  there  had  been  representations  made 
to  the  Premier  to  bring  down  proper  estimates 
to  put  that  department  on  a  proper  footing. 
They  looked  upon  Ministers  as  dominating  their 
departments,  and  rightly  so.  Ministers  had  a 
right  to  take  up  a  position  in  regard  to  ordinary 
departments  of  the  State  which  they  had  no 
right  to  take  up  in  regard  to  the  Legislative 
Department.  The  Premier  said  he  would  bring 
the  matter—  not  owin;;  to  any  compulsion  at  all 
— up,  and  consider  it  in  Cabinet.  But  was 
Oabinet  the  plause  to  bring  up  the  privileges 
of  the  House?  This  House  was  the  proper 
place  in  which  to  consider  its  own  privileges. 
<3abinet  at  the  best  was  a  Committee  of  the 
Honse,  in  this  and  other  respects ;  and  it  was 
less  a  Committee  of  the  House  in  this  respect 
than  in  respect  to  the  other  departments  of 
the  State.  In  this  respect  it  was  simply  a 
servant  of  the  Legislature,  and  he  hoped  both 
sides  of  the  House  would  see  what  this  meant. 
It  had  been  suggested  just  now— he  was  not 
going  to  make  a  motion — that  some  indication 
of  the  mind  of  the  Legislature  should  be  taken 
as  to  rescinding  the  resolution  which  was 
assumed  to  have  ruled  these  matters  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  so  that  the  administra- 
tion of  this  department  should  rest  with  the 
Speaker  in  the  ordinary  way,  which  was  the 
-case  in  other  Legislative  Assemblies,  both  in 
the  colonies  and  elsewhere;  and  it  had  been 
stated  that  a  reduction  of  the  vote  of  a 
pound  or  so  would  do  it.  The  Premier  told 
them  he  was  not  going  to  have  this.  Who  was 
the  Premier  that  he  should  say,  as  head  of 
the  administrative  Committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature, that  he  will  not  take  the  vote  of  the 
Legislatore,  but  will  refer  the  matter  to  Cabinet  ? 
It  was  a  matter  for  them  to  determine  in 
this  Committee.  That  was  what  he  felt  very 
etrongly.  He  was  not  going  to  take  a  pro- 
minent part  in  this  question,  but  be  did  hope 
«ome  member  of  the  House  would  move  a 


reduction  of  this  vote  by£l.  Everybody  would 
know  that  that  meant,  that  the  present  state 
of  things  was  not  admitted  as  right  or  proper 
by  the  House;  and  if  the  Premier  did  not 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  House  they 
would  take  steps  to  make  him.  This  was  one 
of  the  most  important  questions  the  Legis- 
lature could  deal  with,  and  he  was  quite 
satisfied  it  would  rise  to  a  sense  of  its  own 
position. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked,  what  could  honourable 
members  gather  from  the  speech  thev  had  just 
listened  to  ?  Was  that  a  speech  either  in  the 
tone  or  manner  of  delivery  which  would  help 
to  elucidate  the  question  before  the  House. 
He  made  a  statement  before  the  House  which 
he  thought  was  accepted  by  every  reasonable 
member  of  the  House,  and  it  was  the  only  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  they  had — namely,  would 
they  go  back  and  rescind  the  resolution  which 
now  stood,  and  by  which  the  Government  were 
bound  to  act,  or  would  they  continue  as  they 
were  ?  But,  first  of  all,  should  an  opportunity 
be  given  to  members  to  deal  with  it  ?  He  had 
promised  to  give  an  opportunity.  What  was 
the  hoDourable  member  trying  to  do?  The 
honourable  member  was  trying  to  force  him 
to  refuse — ^as  he  must  refuse- to  agree  to 
carry  a  vote  to  reduce  the  item  by  £1.  That 
meant  that  it  he  was  forced  into  that  position 
he  would  be  forced  to  go  back  upon  what 
he  had  promised  the  House.  The  promise  of 
a  Premier, — he  did  not  know  what  it  used  to 
be  when  the  honourable  member  was  in  a 
Ministry, — but  when  he  made  a  statement  in 
the  House  as  to  the  course  he  intended  to  take 
he  thought  honourable  members  could  rely  on 
what  he  promised.  It  simply  meant  this  :  The 
honourable  member  thinks,  **  I  will  not  move 
this,  because  if  I  do  I  know  the  Premier  will 
not  accept  it;  I  will  ask  some  independent 
member  of  the  House  to  move  this  reduction, 
and  members  on  that  side  of  the  House  will 
go  and  vote  for  me."  He  simply  said,  in 
answer  to  this  question,  they  must  not  blame 
the  Government,  nor  blame  him  for  this;  it  was 
done  deliberately  by  the  House  by  resolution. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Who  moved  the  resolution? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did ;  but  the  House 
carried  it.  He  was  not  the  only  one;  the 
honourable  member's  colleague,  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  did  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No ;  he  did  not  carry 
it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  moved  it,  but  did 
not  carry  it.  He  knew,  of  course,  all  about  it. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City, 
Sir  Robert  Siout,  said  that  he  was  entirely 
wrong.  He  could  not  see  how  the  honourable 
member  could  make  that  out.  The  Government 
took  the  senior  officer,  who  was  competent 
and  capable,  and  who  was  on  the  permanent 
staff.  That  officer  had  been  provided  for,  and 
paid.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  promised  that 
the  House  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  and  deciding  whether  or  not  they 
would  revert  to  the  old  order  of  things.  On 
that  question  the  decision  and  responsibility 
must  rest  with  the  House.    Then,  as  to  the 
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other  question,  it  was  well  known  that  no 
moneys  could  be  paid  or  appointments  made 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Grown.  Aa  to  the 
Bill  Reader,  no  appointment  had  been  made 
for  two  years.  The  work  had. been  done  just 
as  well — and  other  work  in  addition — for  £70 
as  when  £150  was  paid.  During  the  reoess 
the  gentleman  who  had  been  doing  the  work 
went  upon  his  own  business.  He  was  not  gomg 
to  raise  that  question  now.  He  had  said  that 
owing  to  the  extraordinary  oiroumstanoes  of 
having  two  of  the  officers  away  sick,  and  only 
one  man  left  to  do  the  work,  that  in  itself  was 
a  sufficient  reason  for  causing  the  Government 
to  consider  the  question  of  a  permanent  appoint- 
ment. As  he  had  said,  he  would  give  an 
opportunity  for  discussing  the  question  as  to 
giving  the  control  back  to  the  Speaker  as 
previously.  He  would  announce  to  uie  House 
the  decision  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Bill  Beader. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  he  moved  a  reduction  of 
£1,  and  he  stated  his  reason  for  moving  it.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  vnlling  to  CMScept  the 
Premier's  ofier,  and  he  thought  the  House 
should  accept  it.  In  regard  to  the  control  of 
officers  of  the  House,  he  thought  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  a  proper  opportunity  were 
given  to  the  House  to  discuss  it,  and  not  to  mix 
ic  up  with  the  estimates.  He  would  therefore 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment  on  the 
Premier's  assurance  that  he  would  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  dealing  vnth  the  whole 
question  this  session. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  it  might  be  satisfactory 
that  the  House  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
reviewing  the  decision  it  came  to  in  1893.  It 
appeared  to  him,  however,  that  the  Premier's 
assurance  did  not  go  quite  far  enough.  There 
was  another  subject  intimately  connected  with 
this  one,  and  which  had  been  mentioned  during 
the  discussion,  but  which  had  not  received 
the  prominence  which  was  due  to  it,  and 
that  was  the  question  of  what  constituted  a 
Civil  servant.  Smce  he  had  been  in  the 
House  nobody — not  even  a  Minister — had  been 
able  to  define  what  constituted  a  Oivil  servant 
—  who  enjoyed  the  status,  and  who  was 
entitled  to  the  privileges.  The  present  state  of 
things  was  not  saiisfsMtory.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Barron,  late  chief  of  the  Hansard  stafi,  they 
had  the  spectacle  of  what  he  always  con- 
sidered a  scandal :  an  officer  who  had  for  many 
years  received  a  large  salary,  and  who  on  re- 
tiring received  an  allowance  of  £1,600.  This 
discussion  would  not  have  taken  place  in  vain 
if  it  led  to  anything  like  an  accurate  definition 
of  Civil  servants  and  those  in  the  public  service 
who  were  not  Civil  servants.  It  was  about  time 
that  that  was  known  to  the  House;  and  no 
Ministry  was  justified  in  controlling  the  ad- 
ministration unless  it  was  in  a  position  to  give 
an  accurate  reply  to  that  question. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  moved.  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £1,  as  an  expression  of  opinion  that 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  House  in  1898  had 
not  been  complied  with.  The  Premier  had 
mixed  up  the  resolution  of  1891  with  that  car- 
ried m  1898,  and  also  the  question  of  Civil 


servants.  The  reason  the  officers  of  Parlia- 
ment were  said  not  to  be  Civil  servaDts  was 
that  they  were  expressly  exempted  from  ih* 
Civil  Servioe  Act  of  1866  —  they  are  Civil 
servants,  servants  of  the  Crown,  but  were 
specially  exempted  from  the  provisione  of  that 
Act.  So  far  as  officers  of  the  House  wer«  oon- 
cemed  they  were  appointed  under  the  reao> 
lution  of  1862,  and  that  remained  the  law 
down  to  1898.  It  had  never  been  altered 
till  then.  The  resolution  of  1862  was  that 
the  Clerk  and  other  officers  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Executive  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  SpeaJier,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fint 
Clerk  Assistant,  who  should  be  similarly  m- 
pointed  on  the  reoommendation  of  the  Ctaair- 
man  of  Committees.  That  was  the  reeolution 
under  which  all  officers  of  Parliament  were 
appointed  prior  to  1898.  Then,  the  Privileges 
Committee  recommended  in  their  report  that 
officers  should  be  appointed,  without  any  re- 
commendation from  the  Speaiker  at  all,  by  the 
Government,  and  the  point  about  the  Govern- 
ment defending  the  estimates,  which  had  prao- 
tically  been  agreed  to  by  the  reduction  of  the 
vote  in  1891,  was  reaffirmed.  The  point  of  alteia- 
tion  in  1893  was  that  hitherto  the  Speaker  had 
had  the  right  to  recommend  messengers,  and 
all  officers  of  the  House  and  Hansard  staff,  for 
appointment ;  but  that  right  in  1898  was  takan 
away  by  the  dovernment  and  assumed  by  them- 
selves. But  the  resolution  of  1898  affirmed  that 
vacancies  should  be  filled  by  promoting  the 
officers  then  employed  at  the  time  such  pro- 
motion occurred.  The  right  of  promotion  by 
seniority  was  recognised  by  the  House  in  1898,. 
and  what  he  complained  of  was  that  that  had 
not  been  followed.  The  return  laid  on  th» 
table  showed  that  there  had  been  appointed  as 
senior  messenger  a  gentleman  who  had  beoi 
appointed  in  1894,  when  they  had  messengeia 
who  had  been  appointed  in  1879.  He  mov«d 
to  reduce  the  vote,  as  an  indication  that  the 
resolution  of  the  House  had  not  been  complied 
with,  the  rule  as  to  seniority  not  having  oeen 
followed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wished  to  make  an  amend- 
ment that  would  come  before  the  one  proposed. 
He  would  move,  That  the  item,  liessenger, 
£170,  be  reduced  by  £1.  He  would  like  to 
know  whether  that  represented  the  salary  d 
the  Chief  Messenger. 

Mr.  S  E  D  D  O  N  said  the  Chief  Messeodgor's 
salary  was  £170. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  when  the  reeolntion 
was  passed  in  1893  giving  the  Ministry  the  povpsr 
to  make  these  appointments  he  felt  that  an  un- 
fortunate thing  had  been  done  so  far  as  the 
Assembly  was  concerned,  and  that  what  had 
been  going  on  in  branches  of  the  public  sexvioe 
outside  the  House  would  take  place  inside  it ; 
and  he  had  not  been  mistaken.  He  vias- 
perfectly  certain  that,  so  far  as  the  minor 
appointments  were  oonoerned,  "kissing  went 
by  favour."  If  Mr.  Pirani  had  not  moved 
a  reduction,  which  was  intended  to  signify 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House  that  th^ 
power  which  had  been  given  to  the  Govom* 
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mant  in  1893  should  be  recalled,  he  should 
have  moved  that  himself.  He  would  now 
iiio?e,  That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £1,  for 
this  reason:  He  regarded  the  appointment 
as  one  of  those  instances  of  petty  oorrup- 
tkm  which  the  House  was  soeedily  becoming 
ashamed  of.  According  to  the  return  before 
him  there  were  five  messengers  who  had  been 
in  the  House^W.  J.  Mooney,  since  1879  ;  £. 
Wright,  since  1879 ;  —  Grey,  since  1887 ;  B. 
Luoas,  since  1888 ;  A.  Curtis,  since  1880.  E. 
Wright  had  acted  as  Chief  Messenger,  and  had 
baen  employed  in  the  House  years  before  Mr. 
hyneh  ever  came  on  the  floor  of  that  House  as 
meaeeDger.  Why,  therefore,  had  not  Wright 
got  the  appointment  which  Lynch  now  held  ? 
There  was  a  very  strong  feeling  in  the  House 
that  this  appointment  was  msde  because  the 
Chief  Messenger  and  his  family  were  personal 
Mends  of  the  Premier's.  He  was  constrained 
to  say  this  because  a  clergyman  of  a  certain 
Choroh  had  boasted  publicly  a  short  time  ago 
that  he  had  secured  thirty- two  appointments 
from  the  present  Ministry  for  members  of  his 
Chuxoh. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  you  give  me  the  name 
of  that  olergynmn  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOB  would  not  give  the  name; 
bat  the  fact  remained  that  the  House  required 
some  other  explanation  as  to  why  this  appoint- 
ment of  Chief  Messenger  had  been  made.  He 
would  be  delighted  if  the  Premier  would  keep 
his  promise  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  retoming  to  the  old  order  of  things,  so  that 
the  servants  of  the  House  would  no  longer  go 
about  in  daily  dread  of  what  might  happen  if 
they  did  not  do  exactly  what  the  Ministry 
would  wish. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  it  was  high  time  the  House 
•hould  know  whether  the  power  of  appointment 
of  servants  of  the  House  was  vested  in  the 
Speaker  or  the  Government.  With  regard  to 
the  assertion  that  appointments  should  be 
made  in  accordance  with  seniority,  he  held 
that  efficiency  ought  to  go  before  seniority. 
The  reason  such  exception  was  taken  to  this 
appointment  was  this :  They  had  heard  some 
months  ago  that  there  was  to  be  a  direct 
attaek  made  upon  the  Chief  Messenger  of  the 
House.  And  why?  Simply  because  he  belonged 
to  a  particular  creed.  He  agreed  that  it  waa 
high  time  they  should  come  to  a  decision  as  to 
what  was  the  distinction  between  a  Civil  ser- 
vant and  a  temporary  clerk.  It  was  not  so 
very  long  ago  that  an  officer  who  had  been 
thirty  years  in  the  Public  Works  Department 
of  the  colony,  who  had  done  good  work,  and 
who  had  an  exoeUent  record,  was  practically 
diamissed  without  a  farthing  of  compensation 
simply  because  it  was  ruled  that  he  was  not  a 
Civil  servant.  His  opinion  was  that  a  man 
who  was  employed  in  the  Civil  Service  for  a 
month  or  a  year  should  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
leges during  the  term  of  his  employment  as 
the  man  who  was  appointed  for  life,  and  the 
sooner  they  took  some  steps  to  have  the  whole 
Servioe  placed  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing 
the  better  it  would  be  for  the  colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  wished  to  point  out  that  in 
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1893  this  question  of  the  Ministrv  appointing 
the  officers  of  the  House  was  made  practically 
a  policy  measure ;  but  there  had  been  such  a 
change  in  the  political  atmosphere  that  the 
Premier,  who  fought  for  that  patronage  in  1898 
with  all  the  vigour  that  he  was  possessed  of, 
was  prepared  in  a  very  meek  manner  to  give 
it  up  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  never  said  so.  He 
had  said  that  he  would  give  the  House  an  op- 
portunity to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  hoped,  when  the  Premier  gave 
that  chance  the  House  would  take  up  the 
matter  with  a  firm  hand,  and  take  from  the 
Ministry  the  power  they  at  present  possessed 
in  connection  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  that  in  years  gone  by 
what  he  had  felt  with  regard  to  these  officers 
was  this:  that  there  had  been  officers  of  the 
House  who  had  dealt  with  him  entirely  irrespec- 
tive  of  what  side  of  the  House  he  was  on,  and 
it  was  of  the  largest  importance  that  the 
services  of  messengers  should  be  kept  absolutely 
free  of  political  influence.  This  appointment 
of  the  Chief  Messenger  involved  the  whole  ques- 
tion, and  he  felt  that  the  House  would  do  a 
great  wrong  if  it  did  not  assert  the  principle 
that  was  involved  in  this.  The  principle  laid 
down  in  the  resolution  that  was  passed  by  the 
House  some  years  ago  was  one  that  he  con- 
curred in  to  some  extent,  but  it  had  not 
been  understood.  The  position  was  this : 
that  all  appointments  came  from  the  Crown, 
all  estimates  came  from  the  Crown;  but,  as 
to  the  "control  of  the  estimates  "—that  was 
the  unfortunate  phrase  used  — that  did  not 
involve  the  control  of  the  department,  and  the 
House  had  no  right  to  give  up  the  control  of  the 
officers  of  the  House  and  messengers,  which 
rested  with  the  Speaker.  The  position  of 
the  Speaker  as  head  of  this  branch  of  the 
Legislature  was  peculiar  as  compared  with 
other  departments,  and  it  was  the  absence  of 
that  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of  the  delicate  position  that  had  brought  them 
into  this  difficulty.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  assert  its  own  privileges  and  its  own 
rights  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  one  required  to  be  long- 
sufiering  in  the  House,  but  he  knew  it  had 
been  arranged  that  there  should  be  a  pro- 
tracted fight  on  the  estimates.  That  had  been 
said  in  the  Press,  and  in  such  portions  of  it 
that  they  must  give  credence  to  it,  because 
those  papers  always  knew  the  mind  of  the 
Opposition.  He  had  nothing  to  do  but  look  at 
one  of  these  prints  and  he  knew  the  point  on 
which  he  was  to  be  assailed,  and  he  knew  from 
it  how  to  gauge  the  tactics  of  the  Opposition. 
At  any  rate,  the  Opposition  might  as  well 
waste  their  time  on  this  item  as  on  any 
other.  It  was  only  in  the  small  hours 
of  the  morning,  when  some  of  the  mem- 
bers who  had  protracted  the  debate  had 
left,  that  they  would  get  anything  done,  and 
consequently  he  took  this  debate  as  simply 
passing  away  time.  As  to  the  remarks  made 
about  himself  during  the  debate,  he  had  heard 
so  much  about  himself  during  his  time  that 
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he  had  become  absolutely  indifferent,  and  he 
would  take  no  notice  whatever  of  what  was 
said.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  discourteous,  but 
he  had  made  up  his  mind,  and  he  would  not  be 
provoked.  But  he  was  dealing  now  with  a 
gentleman  who  had  seen  many  years  pass  over 
his  head  in  Parliament,  and  he  thought  he 
would  have  left  this  class  of  criticism  to  the 
boys  in  Parliament.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  said 
this  reduction  of  £1  on  the  item  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  item  itself — no  more  to 
do  with  it  than  it  had  to  do  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa.  Coming  to  the 
question  that  was  raised,  he  said  at  once  that 
there  was  no  just  ground  at  all  for  the  state- 
ments made.  They  must  in  all  cases  take  the 
officers  who  were  most  efficient.  If  it  had  been 
an  officer  at  all — the  officer  named  by  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  by  Sir  Robert  Stout  —  no 
one  knew  better  than  did  Sir  Robert  Stout 
that  the  officer  mentioned  there  was  not  an 
officer  of  the  House,  and  that  a  messenger  of 
the  House  was  not  meant  by  that  resolu- 
tion. The  officers  of  the  House  were  all 
named ;  the  Hansard  staff  were  officers.  As  to 
Civil  Service  against  other  appointments,  an 
appointment  made  by  the  Government  of  the 
day  was  not  a  Civil  servant,  but  when  the 
appointment  was  made  under  the  hand  of  the 
Governor  he  was  a  Civil  servant.  When  the 
late  chief  of  the  Hansard  staff  claimed  a  pen- 
sion as  being  a  Civil  servant,  having  been  in 
the  service  at  the  time  the  Pension  Act  was 
in  force,  it  was  discovered  by  reference  to 
the  Law  Officers  that  he  was  not  a  Civil 
servant ;  and,  in  the  face  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers,  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  could 
not  depart  from  their  advice.  In  that  case 
they  promoted  by  seniority  the  next  to  the 
pobition.  As  regarded  the  officers,  every  ap- 
pointment had  been  by  promotion.  In  respect 
to  the  question  now  at  issue,  he  knew  there 
was  a  feeling  behind,  and  he  knew  the  cause  of 
that  feeling ;  and  he  thought  it  was  a  pity  that 
any  one  appointed  who  had  been  a  good  colo- 
nist, whose  character  had  always  been  above 
reproach,  and  who  was  really  the  most  efficient 
messenger  in  the  building,  should  not  receive 
the  appointment.  It  was  a  pity  the  time  of 
the  House  should  be  taken  up  with  this  discus- 
sion, especially  as  he  had  said  that  members 
would  have  the  opportunity  at  a  later  date  of 
reviewing  the  whole  position. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the 
messenger's  creed  had  been  drawn  into  the 
discussion.  He  had  heard  that  he  was  a  real 
good  West  Coast  publican,  and  a  real  go6d 
Liberal.  He  was  sorry,  too,  that  the  question 
had  assumed  the  phase  it  had,  because  he  had 
not  enjoyed  the  personalities  introduced,  and 
he  was  not  in  sympathy  with  the  course  now 
proposed.  Was'it  because  two  of  the  officers 
were  at  present  sick  ?  If  so,  they  had  at  pre- 
sent plenty  of  men  on  whom  they  could  call 
to  fill  the  position  for  the  time. 

Mr.    MEREDITH    appealed    to    members* 

sense  of  fair-play  in    this    matter.     Was    it 

right  for  members  of  the  House  to  make  the 

Premier  the  scapegoat  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 

Mr.  Seddon 


House  ?  If  an  error  were  committed  in  1898, 
when  the  control  of  the  messengers  of  the 
House  was  transferred  from  Mr.  Speaker  to  the 
Government,  who  were  the  parties  to  thaAl 
The  members  of  the  House  were  responsible. 
It  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  members  of  the 
House,  therefore  it  was  the  House  as  a  whols 
that  was  to  blame  in  the  matter.  What  was 
the  position  in  1898?  This:  He  considered 
there  was  abuse  in  connection  with  the  a^ 
pointment  of  messengers  of  the  House,  and 
the  expense  then  was  too  lavish,  and  that  waft 
what  caused  him  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  re- 
solution. If  an  error  were  committed  on  that 
occasion  the  best  thing  they  could  do  waa  to 
endeavour  to  undo  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  99 
back  to  the  old  state  of  affairs.  He  was  not 
satisfied  so  far  with  the  explanation  given  by 
the  Premier  why  a  certain  messenger  should  be 
promoted  to  the  position  of  head  messenger  of 
the  House.  When  Mr.  Crombie,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Taxing  Department,  died,  who 
was  appointed  to  take  his  place  ?  The  next 
officer  in  point  of  seniority  in  that  dep&rtenent 
When  Mr.  Haselden  retired  from  the  service  on 
a  pension,  who  was  appointed  to  the  vaeaiiey 
created  by  the  retirement  of  that  gentleman? 
The  next  officer  in  the  Justice  Department,  Mr. 
Waldegrave.  That  was  a  well-recognised  pcin- 
ciple — a  principle  that  gave  the  utmost  fair-play, 
and  that  commended  itself  to  him.  In  the  ease 
of  the  more  subordinate  positions — namely,  that 
of  messengers  of  the  House— the  same  principles 
should  be  carried  out,  and  the  most  deserving 
man,  the  man  longest  in  the  service,  the  man 
who  had  proved  his  qualifications,  and  the  man 
who  had  the  qualifications,  should  be  appointed 
to  the  position  of  Chief  Messenger,  if  there  was 
any  inducement  to  be  held  out  to  men  to 
qualify  themselves  and  make  themseWee  ae- 
quainted  with  the  duties  connected  with  their 
positions. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  could  not  understand  why  the 
Premier  and  the  honourable  member  for  Mas- 
terton  tried  to  raise  side-issues  in  dealing  with 
this  question.  The  Premier  said  this  motion 
to-night  had  been  in  consequence  of  something 
in  the  newspapers — in  consequence  of  some 
arrangement.  Now,  he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  raised 
the  question  on  the  19th  of  April  of  last  ses- 
sion. 

An  Hon.  MxifBBB. — ^The  Premier  was  awaj 
then. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's memory  was  very  bad.  He  was  afraid, 
having  gone  to  that  side  of  the  House,  he  had 
lost  his  memorpr.  Look  at  Hansard^  P^^  107 
— the  10th  April  he  found  it  was — the  Premier 
was  present  when  this  question  was  put.  The 
Premier  knew  perfectly  well  that  his  raising 
this  question  of  putting  off  the  estimates  was 
simply  to  shunt  the  question  and  put  an  end  to 
it.  That  was  the  way  he  had  of  doing  these 
things  ;  and  his  raising  this  question  of  creed, 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Masterton 
had  raised 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— It  was  raised  on  yoor 
side. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said,  Pardon  him;  it  first 
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•oAme  from  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
bonoorable  gentleman  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  raised  the  question  of 
oreed  and  said  it  had  something  to  do  with  it. 
Now,  he  (Sir  R.  Stout)  did  not  Imow  anything 
about  the  creeds  of  the  messengers.  He  did  not 
think  it  mattered  much.  He  knew  some  people 
who  were  exceedingly  orthodox  whose  word  he 
would  not  take  for  much.  It  was  not  creeds 
that  he  cared  about,  but  deeds.  He  did 
not  know  the  oreed  of  those  whom  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  appointed  mes- 
sengers. He  saw  that  there  was  one  named 
Mooney  at  the  top,  whom  he  said  should 
have  been  promoted.  That  did  not  seem 
to  be  a  very  Protestant  name ;  it  might  be, 
however.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
•quefition  of  creeds,  and  he  was  surprised  the 
honoorable  member  could  not  discuss  the 
•question  without  attributing  motives  to  others. 
What  was  the  question  ?  Why  should  tbere 
not  be  promotion  according  to  seniority  if  the 
meeaaiigers  were  efficient  ?  That  question  was 
not  answered.  The  Premier  said  this  motion 
about  promotion  had  reference  to  the  members 
of  the  Hansard  staff. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  said  the  messengers  were 
not  officers. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked,  what  were  they  ?  What 
did  the  Premier  mean  ?  They  were  officers  of 
tlie  House.  There  was  no  other  name  for 
thorn.  That  was  what  they  were  called.  If  he 
would  refer  to  May,  or  any  other  authority,  he 
would  see  that  members  were  sometimes  taken 
in  charge  by  officers  of  the  House.  These  were 
messengers.  That  was  not  what  the  Premier 
•aid.  The  Premier  said  this  resolution  only 
referred  to  the  Hansard  staff. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  No,  he  did  not. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked,  what  did  he  say  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  stated  that  they 
'Were  officers. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked,  did  this  resolution  say 
•so  ?  If  so,  this  resolution  made  a  distinction, 
beoaose  it  said,  "  That,  in  case  any  vacancies 
Arise  in  the  offices  of  the  House,  the  vacancies 
should  be  filled  by  promoting  the  officers  then 
employed  at  the  time  such  vacancies  occur." 
Then,  it  passed  on  to  deal  with  Hansard 
eeparately,  and  said,  **  That,  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  Hansard  reporters,  and  with  a 
view  to  encouraging  the  use  of  shorthand," 
-tt  cetera.  Now,  what  was  the  instance  the 
Premier  had  given  7  He  (Sir  R.  Stout) 
had  told  him,  to  start  with,  he  was  not 
■acousing  the  senior  messenger  of  being  in- 
efficienlt.  He  did  not  give  a  hint  that  an 
improper  officer  was  being  appointed.  He  did 
not  make  a  charge  against  him.  That  had  not 
been  said.  The  ^int  was,  why  should  he,  who 
wss  appointed  m  1894,  get  precedence  over 
those  who  had  been  in  the  Service  since  1879  ? 
That  was  the  point,  and  the  Premier  had  not 
an<;wered  it.  What  was  the  excuse  ?  It  was 
known,  and  therefore  he  l^ad  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  this  was  one  of  those  political  jobs 
^iiich,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  were  exceedingly 
Aumerous  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  no  use  his  reply- 


ing and  answering  the  honourable  gentleman, 
because  he  had  told  him  time  after  time  that 
he  took  the  only  permanent  officer  and  pro- 
moted him. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb.— Officer  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  **  messenger  "  he  ought 
to  have  said.  He  again  said  that  the  sessional 
messengers  did  not  look  upon  themselves  as 
being  permanent.  If  they  got  anything  better 
during  the  recess  than  a  messengership  of  the 
House  they  did  not  come  back  there  at  all. 
Their  work  in  the  House  was  simply  for 
three  months  of  the  year,  and  if  it  suited 
them  they  ccbme;  if  it  did  not  suit  them 
they  did  not  come.  That  was  the  position 
of  the  sessional  messengers.  The  honour- 
able member  —  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  said 
he  was  doing  it  wilfully — would  not  see  the 
distinction  between  a  messenger  appointed  and 
a  watchman  appointed  on  the  permanent  staff 
and  the  temporary  sessional  messengers.  He 
said  he  appointed  the  only  competent  and  the 
only  suitable  man  they  had  on  the  permanent 
staff.  That  was  the  answer  he  had  to  give. 
He  said  it  was  a  complete  answer.  And  if  they 
went  to  the  other  messengers,  an4  they  said 
the  other  appointments  were  permanent  and 
not  for  one  session,  but  that  they  had  a 
right  to  come  as  long  as  these  appoint- 
ments remained,  he  said  they  must  have  dif- 
ferent appointments  altogether.  The  honour- 
able member  knew  quite  well  that  every 
session  sessional  clerks  had  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  a  new  engagement  had  to  be 
entered  into  every  year.  He  had  no  other 
messenger  that  he  could  appoint.  The  mes- 
sengers used  to  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker; 
now  they  were  appointed  by  himself.  If 
honourable  members  wished  tine  messengers 
to  be  appointed  permanently,  well  and  good. 
He  had  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  but  he  knew 
some  one  else  who  had,  and  in  this  case  the 
sins  of  the  children  were  being  visited  on  the 
father. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  had  a  strong 
feeling  in  the  matter,  but  it  was  not  personal. 
He  wanted  the  House. to  establish  the  principle 
that  its  appointments  should  be  made  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
—  that  they  should  be  made  according  to 
seniority,  and  that  no  political  element  should 
be  introduced.  An  instance  had  occurred  some 
years  ago  where  an  officer  who  had  offended  a 
member  of  Parliament  by  discharging  his  duty 
had  subsequently  vanished  from  the  Service. 
He  wanted  that  to  be  made  impossible. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  messenger  re- 
ferred to  had  left  the  Service  of  his  own  accord 
to  go  on  the  land.  He  thought  the  Committee 
should  accept  the  Premier's  offer  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  the  House  to  discuss  the  whole 
question.  With  regard  to  the  contention  that 
all  appointments  should  be  made  according  to 
seniority,  he  would  ask  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  if  they  would  choose  their  own  servants 
in  that  way.  One  great  qualification  that  had 
to  be  considered  was  fitness  for  the  position, 
and  if  they  did  not  have  an  officer  suitable 
for  the  position,  what  did  they  do?    Qene- 
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zally  they  looked  for  a  man  somewhere  else. 
That  was  done  in  the  best-oonduoted  business 
in  the  country ;  and  he  yentured  to  state  that, 
notwithstanding  the  faot  that  there  were  men 
in  the  service  of  the  colony,  he  could  go  into 
the  City  of  Wellington  and  by  one  day's  adver- 
tisement he  could  get  as  competent  men  as  a 
larffe  number  of  those  in  the  Service.  He  had 
had  to  go  outside  the  Service  to  get  a  man,  and 
had  to  put  him  over  the  head  of  other  men. 
He  heard  a  lot  about  it  at  the  time,  although 
his  action  was  justified.  He  was  very  sorry  this 
question  of  intrigue  and  influence  had  been 
dragged  up  in  this  manner.   It  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  FRASER.— Quite  unnecessary. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  glad  the  honourable 
member  agreed  with  him.  It  would  be  better 
if  these  things  were  left  out,  as  there  would 
be  a  better  chance  of  coming  to  a  fair  division 
on  these  matters.  He  would  recommend  the 
honourable  member  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment, seeing  the  Premier  had  given  his  promise 
that  the  question  should  be  reviewed  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  FRASER  thought  there  was  one  thing 
the  Premier  should  learn  from  the  two  hours 
spent  in  discussing  this  particular  item— that 
was,  that  the  House  was  not  prepared  to  treat 
this  question  lightly.  He  hoped  the  Premier 
would  promise,  when  this  question  again  came 
up— the  honourable  gentleman  having  pro- 
mised to  give  them  another  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing it—that  he  would  not  make  it  a  party 
question.  Otherwise  they  might  as  well  settle 
it  that  evening.  He  hoped  the  Premier  would 
take  the  discussion  to  heart.  So  strongly  did 
he  and  a  large  number  of  members  feel  on  the 
subject  that  he  should  always  vote  against 
the  continuance  of  the  present  system  of  the 
appointment  of  these  officers.  The  House  did 
itself  a  great  wrong  in  1898  ;  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  ought  to  be  kept  in  the  hands 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  ever  since  the 
Premier  had  been  in  power  he  had  never  failed 
to  abuse  every  piece  of  patronage  that  had  come 
within  his  grasp,  and  he  it  was  who  through 
his  conduct  had  made  party  government  in 
this  country  a  reproach.  The  Premier,  as  the 
head  of  the  Government,  ought  to  take  the 
advice  of  the  Speaker  and  the  officers  of  the 
House  in  the  case  of  the  particular  appoint- 
ments in  question.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  done  that;  he  had  his  linger  in 
every  pie,  and  the  result  had  been,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  acknowledge,  that 
a  change  had  come  over  the  opinion  of 
the  House  in  the  direction  of  transferring 
the  Premier's  powers  to  the  Speaker.  That 
side  of  the  House  was  accused  of  dragging 
the  religious  question  into  the  matter.  He 
hoped  no  member  would  think  of  allowing 
religious  feeling  to  bias  him  in  such  a 
matter  as  this.  They  had  the  question  of  a 
former  messenger  in  the  Gk)vernment  Buildings 
brought  up,  and  they  were  told  he  retired  of  his 
own  accord  to  go  farming. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  BUOHANAN  said  most  emphatically, 
Mr.  J,  McKefiMts 


No ;  because  from  personal  knowledge  he  kn«w 
what  he  had  stated  to  be  correct.  Ho  did  not 
say  the  Premier  would  consciously  tell  the 
House  an  untruth,  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  absolutely  mistaken  if  he  said  that 
the  messenger  was  not  practically  expelled 
from  the  service  in  the  most  unjust,  tyrannical, 
and  unfair  way ;  and,  unfortunately,  he  was 
not  the  only  public  servsnt  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  public  service  sinoe  the  advent 
of  the  Premier  to  power.  He  hoped  the  Pre- 
mier would  not  msJce  a  party  question  of  the 
opportunity  he  had  promised  to  afford  the 
House  of  discussing  the  appointment  of  parlia- 
mentary officers,  because,  in  that  event,  the- 
tyranny  he  exercised  over  his  own  party  woo  Id 
have  the  effect  of  absolutely  preventing  any 
change. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  told  the  Honee  that 
the  Chief  Messenger  at  Government  Buildings,. 
Mr.  Revell,  resigned  his  position  of  his  own 
accord  and  good-will  for  the  purpose  of  going 
upon  a  farm;  and  Mr.  Revell  would  teU  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  that  he 
stood  by  him  when  brought  in  confliot  with 
a  member  of  the  House.  He  believed  Mr. 
Revell  was  right  in  what  he  did.  He  was  per- 
haps rather  abrupt,  but  he  believed  he  vras 
right,  and  he  stood  by  him.  Later  on  he  pur- 
chased a  property,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
tire  on  compensation.  He  left  the  Government 
and  all  concerned  on  the  very  best  terms.  They 
gave  him  all  he  asked.  He  left  the  service  Yolun- 
tarily,  of  his  own  accord,  and  for  his  owi» 
benefit.  The  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa had  made  a  statement  not  in  accordanoe 
with  fact  when  he  said  that  Mr.  Revell  was 
hounded  out  of  the  service.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)- 
would  deem  it  to  be  his  duty  to  the  House  and 
to  himself  to  lay  the  papers  on  the  table,  and 
he  thought  he  should  be  entitled  to  an  apology 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa. 
Mr.  Revell  was  a  most  capable  officer,  like  his 
brother  the  Magistrate,  and  whoever  accused 
him  of  doing  Mr.  Revell  a  wrong  did  not  know 
him  or  their  relationship.  As  to  not  making 
it  a  party  question,  if  members  would  refrain 
from  charging  the  Premier  with  corruption  in 
respect  of  this  matter,  and  wanted  it  to  be 
dealt  with  on  its  merits  fairly  and  impar- 
tially, then  it  need  not  be  a  party  question 
at  all ;  but,  if  they  were  going  to  say  before^ 
and  afterwards  that  it  was  on  account  of  the 
Premier's  action  that  the  House  had  oome 
to  another  conclusion,  then  they  were  driving 
him  to  protect  himself ;  because,  if  the  House 
itself  agreed  by  a  majority  that  there  should 
be  a  change,  they  would  say  the  reason  for 
doing  it  was  that  the  Premier  abused  ^e 
power  so  much  that  the  Parliament  had 
determined  to  take  it  from  him.  As  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  did  not  want  to 
have  it  forced  upon  him  as  a  party  question, 
but  the  honourable  member  had  said  he  would 
vote  for  it  to  enforce  a  principle.  So  that  no- 
feeling  should  be  engendered,  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  withdraw  the  amendment  and 
deal  with  the  questions  on  the  resolntiona 
to  be  submitted  to  the  House. 
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An  Hod.  Msmbbb. — When  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  an  early  date.  He 
thonght  this  item  had  been  Buffioiently  dis- 
•oQSsed.  He  would  give  an  opportunity  to 
-discuBS  the  matter.  The  amendment  should 
therefore  be  withdrawn,  and  the  business  pro- 
ceeded with. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  it  was  an  unfortunate 
thing  that  the  Premier's  own  colleague  should 
be  one  of  the  members  of  that  House  to  doubt 
the  word  given  by  him,  because  the  Minister 
of  Lands  had  just  told  them  that  the  Premier 
would  do  quite  right  if  he  withdrew  his  promise 
and  did  not  give  the  House  an  opportunity  to 
voce  on  this  question.  When  his  amendment 
was  before  the  House  the  Premier  said  de- 
liberately and  without  reservation  that  if  the 
amendment  was  withdrawn  he  would  give 
the  House  an  opportunity  to  deal  with  the 
question.  In  reference  to  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley,  who  told  them 
that  the  power  to  appoint  these  messengers  was 
given  to  Ministers  because  of  the  enormous 
amount  previously  spent  on  them,  and  the 
abuses  ;in  connection  with  them,  if  the  honour- 
able member  would  look  up  the  estimates  for 
the  year  in  which  the  change  was  made  he 
would  find  that  50  per  cent,  less  was  spent  on 
the  messengers  than  was  put  down  this  year — 
that  instead  of  £1,320  there  was  only  £900.  So 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  would  see 
there  was  nothing  in  his  argument  at  all,  and 
that  it  was  against  the  contention  that  the 
power  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry 
of  the  day.  He  trusted  that  the  member  who 
had  moved  the  amendmeut  would  see  the  ad- 
visability of  withdrawing  it,  and  assenting  to 
the  Premier's  proposal  to  bring  up  the  question 
during  the  course  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  B0LLE3T0N  said  the  House  would  be 
put  in  a  very  false  and  wrong  position  if  the 
amendment  were  withdrawn  on  the  grounds 
advanced.  The  Premier,  as  he  understood 
him,  said  he  was  no  longer  bound  to  his  under- 
taking to  bring  this  matter  before  the  House 
if  they  came  to  a  division  upon  it,  and  in  this 
practically  he  was  holding  out  an  inducement 
to  members  on  his  own  side  of  the  House  to 
vote  in  that  direction  upon  a  matter  which 
was  not  and  ought  not  to  be  a  party  question. 
They  wanted  to  come  to  a  fair  position  as  to 
the  mind  of  the  House  upon  this  general  ques- 
tion, and  there  was  no  better  time  for  doing 
so  than  the  present.  He  did  not  know  whether 
this  amendment  was  going  to  be  pressed — for 
his  part,  he  did  not  care — but  let  the  Premier 
tell  the  House  that  he  would'  bring  on  this 
question  within  a  definite  period.  He  hoped 
the  question  of  party  would  not  be  introduced. 
He  knew  how  he  should  vote  on  every  possible 
occasion  that  the  matter  came  up. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  that  members  almost 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  seemed  to  blame 
the  Premier,  and  the  Premier  only,  for  that 
which  was  their  own  action.  The  House  in  1893 
passed  a  resolution — whether  rightly  or  wrongly 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say — under  which  the 
Premier  made  those  appointments,  and  why 
should  the  Premier  be  blamed  for  the  position 


which  the  House  by  its  own  vote  had  placed 
him  in  ?  He  thought  there  was  nothing  fairer 
than  the  Premier's  public  statement  that  he 
was  prepared  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  this  question  and  coming  to  a 
finding  upon  it.  If  the  House  refused  to  accept 
the  assurance  of  the  Premier  to  that  effect,  it 
seemed  to  him  it  was  an  attempt  to  put  the 
Premier  in  a  comer. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  that  three  or  four  years  ago, 
by  the  deliberate  action  of  the  House,  the 
appointment  of  officers  of  the  House  was  vested 
in  the  Government  of  the  day,  and  it  had  since 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovemment. 
The  Premier  had  promised  to  give  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  reviewing  that  decision. 
With  respect  to  the  question  of  religious  bias 
which  had  been  raised,  he  wished  to  say  that 
he  did  not  raise  that  question.  He  would  like 
to  ask  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  whether  he  had  not,  outside 
the  House,  referred  to  too  many  appointments 
being  conferred  upon  members  of  a  certain 
creed. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  say  so ;  but 
he  believed  there  had  been,  and  he  was  not 
afraid  to  say  it  outside  or  inside  the  House : 
that  there  had  been  improper  appointments 
made,  not  because  the  persons  appointed  were 
efficient  for  the  service,  but  on  account  of 
their  creed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  with  regard  to  the  in- 
creased cost  of  messengers,  he  might  point  out 
that  there  had  been  two  sessions  this  year,  and 
that  last  year  the  session  was  an  exceptionally 
long  one.  The  messengers  were  paid  by  the 
day,  and  if  honourable  members  prolonged  the 
days  of  sitting  and  the  work  of  the  session,  then 
the  House  had  to  pay  so  much  more  to  the 
messengers.  There  was  only  a  difference  of 
£400  between  the  amount  paid  in  1893  and  the 
amount  set  down  this  year,  and  there  had  been 
two  sessions  this  year.  In  1893,  Mr.  Speaker 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  insufficient 
provision  had  been  made  in  connection  with 
messengers  and  police ;  and  as  to  the  increase, 
that  was  due  to  the  greater  length  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  that  the  difference  in  the 
length  of  the  sessions  was  only  about  a  fort- 
night, and  that  would  not  account  for  a  differ- 
ence of  50  per  cent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  remarked  that  the  Speaker 
had  told  them  previously  that  insufficient  pro- 
vision had  been  made. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  he  had  quoted  the  figures 
because  it  had  been  said  that  it  was  due  to  the 
enormous  expenditure  of  1893  that  the  control 
had  been  removed  from  the  Speaker.  Then, 
the  Premier  was  disingenuous,  for  in  quoting 
the  amounts  he  did  not  tell  them  that  an 
amount  was  put  down  this  year  for  only  one 
Interpreter,  while  there  were  two  employed. 
That  lessened  the  amount  by  £250.  It  was  an 
anomalous  position  that  the  Premier  should 
appoint  messengers,  and  that  they  should  be 
beyond  his  control  once  they  were  appointed. 

i  Whoever  had  the  control  should  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  officers. 
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Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  pointed  oat  that  there 
was  a  difference  of  twenty- three  days  between 
the  sessions  of  189S  and  1894. 

Mr.  CARSON  thought  it  a  remarkable  and 
a  lamentable  thing  that  it  should  be  considered 
safer  to  take  a  vote  on  the  amendments  before 
them  while  they  had  the  chance,  rather  than 
trust  to  the  Premier's  promise  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  voting  on  the  general  question 
at  an  early  date.  For  himself,  he  hoped  that 
the  amendment  would  be  withdrawn,  and  that 
they  would  take  the  Premier's  offer  to  submit 
the  question  to  the  House  "  free  and  untram- 
melled." It  was  true  that  almost  in  the  same 
breath  the  Premier  had  said  he  would  not 
guarantee  anything  with  regard  to  making  it  a 
party  question,  as  remarks  might  be  made  or 
something  done  which  would  cause  him  to  call 
his  party  together  to  follow  him.  Still,  the 
Premier  had  made  the  statement  that  he  was 
willing  to  submit  the  question  to  the  House, 
and  he  was  willing  to  accept  his  offer. 

Mr.  WASON  explained  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  a  motion  which  was  meant  as 
an  attack  on  the  Premier  in  reference  to  this 
particular  appointment,  without  further  in- 
formation, but  if  one  of  the  amendments  was 
meant  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Committee 
as  to  the  principle  of  these  appointments 
vesting  in  the  Ministry,  he  would  vote  for  that. 
He  was  prepared  to  support  an  attack  upon  the 
system. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  if  it  was  necessary  that  a 
man  should  have  held  the  position  of  night- 
watchman  before  he  could  have  been  appointed 
Chief  Messenger,  surely  one  of  the  senior  officers 
who  had  been  mentioned  should  have  been  ap- 
pointed a  night-watchman  years  ago. 

Mr.  WILSON  said,  if  the  question  before  the 
House  was  whether  or  not  they  should  go  back 
to  the  old  system,  he  was  somewhat  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  or  not  he  should  vote  for  it — 
most  probably  he  would  vote  for  it.  However, 
that  question  was  to  come  before  the  House  on 
some  future  occasion,  and  he  protested  now 
against  the  waste  of  time  which  the  House  had 
witnessed  that  evening.  When  he  saw  the  way 
the  time  of  the  House  was  being  wasted,  and 
knowing,  as  he  did,  that  the  business  of  the 
session  cost  the  country  nearly  £250  a  day,  he 
was  in  absolute  despair.  It  was  enough  to 
make  the  taxpayers  despair,  at  any  rate.  He 
urged  that  the  House  should  lose  no  further 
time  in  going  to  a  division. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  regarded  the  appointment 
itself  as  an  improper  one.  He  noticed  that 
when  it  served  the  honourable  gentleman's 
purpose  this  messenger  was  an  officer,  and 
when  it  served  his  purpose  he  was  not  an 
officer;  and  when  it  served  the  honourable 
gentleman's  purpose  this  messenger  was  a  per- 
manent officer,  and  when  it  served  his  purpose 
he  was  a  sessional  officer ;  and  it  seemed  they 
must  be  led  by  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
facts  and  not  by  any  statements  of  the  Premier 
on  the  matter.  The  amendment  he  moved  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  larger  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  this  House  ought  to  seize 
again  the  power  which  (hey  parted  with  in  1893. 


The  question  really  was  whether  the  House 
thought  this  appointment  was  a  fair  one,  or 
whether  some  other  messenger  was  not  entitled 
to  the  position  by  right  of  seniority.  He  held 
the  opinion  strongly  that  chere  were  five  other 
men  who  were  entitled  to  the  position  before 
the  gentleman  appointed,  and  that  the  Premier 
had  misused  his  power  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment. 

Mr.  LANG  asked  if  the  Premier  would  inti- 
mate when  he  would  give  the  promised  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  this  matter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  the  Premier  wae 
going  to  give  facilities  to  the  House  to  con- 
sider this  question  by  bringing  down  resolu- 
tions upon  the  matter,  and,  if  so,  within  what 
time,  so  that  they  might  know  how  to  vote  oi» 
the  question  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  no  member  of  the  House 
had  a  right  to  doubt  what  he  had  stated  on  the 
floor  of  that  House.  He  had  said  he  would 
give  an  opportunity,  and  he  might  say  again  he- 
would  give  that  opportunity — a  fair  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  the  question.  As  to  giving  i^ 
promise  that  it  would  be  the  next  day  or  the 
next  week,  he  declined  to  be  bound  by  the- 
House. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  questioD,. 
''  That  the  item  •  £170 '  be  reduced  by  £l.'* 
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Majority  against,  10. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  question  for  the 
Committee  now  to  consider  was  Sir  Robert 
Stout's  amendment.  That  the  item  "£4,240" 
be  reduced  by  £1. 

Mr.  MONK  would  like  to  say  that  the  conten- 
tion that  evening,  to  his  mind,  had  not  been  on 
the  question  of  money,  but  on  the  idea  that  was « 
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ouirent  (hat  these  appomtments  were  the  result 
of  political  influence.  He  thought  that  was 
what  was  influencing  members.  It  was  said 
that  the  influence  of  labour  unions  brought 
about  the  appointments  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment. As  for  the  remark  made  by  the  Pre- 
mier  respecting  Mr.  Friend,  he  wished  to  say 
that  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Friend  cared  a  fig 
who  was  appointed  to  any  position,  although 
he  might  record  the  names  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  but  all  the  same  there  was  the  poli- 
tical influence,  but  not  on  his  part.  He  would 
also  like  to  say  that  it  was  now  some  years 
since  be  was  in  the  House,  and  he  saw  men  in 
the  post  of  messenger  who  were  occupying  the 
same  position  when  he  was  in  the  House  before. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  these  men,  if  capable, 
shoald  get  any  prizes  that  were  going  in  order 
of  iheir  seniority.  One  further  remark  he 
would  make,  and  that  was  that  in  1889  this 
item  was  £14,487  odd,  but  it  had  now  increased 
to  £30,782,  which  was  a  matter  that  would 
emphasize  itself  on  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  glad  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  given  him  the  opportunity  of  giving  an 
unqualified  denial  to  the  statement  that  the 
unions  had  brought  any  influence  to  bear  on 
him  in  the  making  of  a*)ppointments.  He  could 
assure  the  House  on  that  point.  Not  a  single 
union  had  ever  asked  him  Xo  make  an  appoint- 
ment, or  had  tried  to  influence  him  in  any 
way.  He  thought  there  were  very  few  of  the 
measengera  who  had  been  connected  with  the 
anions. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  would  like  the  Premier 
to  explain  the  item  "Contingencies."  The 
Hon.  the  Premier  had  stated  that  there  was 
something  behind  the  vote  as  a  whole  ;  but,  as 
one  who  had  taken  up  a  good  deal  of  the  time 
of  the  House  that  niffht,  he  would  like  to  say 
that  he  disclaimed  absolutely  any  knowledge 
of  anything  behind  the  motion.  His  sole 
object  was  to  see  this  department  brought  into 
proper  relation  with  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment— that  was,  the  Speaker.  His  remarks 
had  no  personal  application  at  all.  As  to  the 
appointment  of  the  head  messenger  in  the 
Bmldings,  he  had  no  knowledge  until  a  few 
minutes  previously,  during  the  adjournment, 
that  there  was  an  objection  that  might  be 
raised  against  the  appointment.  He  cared 
not,  however,  whose  relations  were  appointed, 
provided  they  were  appointed  on  some  recog- 
nised principle,  and  s6  long  as  they  were  com- 
petent men,  and  men  who  were  worthy  of  pro- 
motion in  the  posts  they  occupied.  At  any 
rate,  he  hoped  the  House  would  vote  for  the 
control  of  its  own  officers. 

Mr.  SEDOON  wished  to  say,  as  the  matter 
had  been  referred  to,  that  the  man  next  to  Mr. 
Riddle  in  the  Government  Buildmgs  had  stated 
that  he  did  not  feel  himself  capable  of  taking 
the  post,  and  that  he  did  not  wish  it.  That 
was  what  had  weighed  with  the  Government. 
It  was  right  that  the  House  should  know  that, 
and  it  was  in  justice  to  himself  he  stated  it. 
There  was  no  alternative,  and  the  appomt- 
ment,  he  could  say,  had  proved  one  of  the 


best  ever  made  in  the  country.  It  was  a  pity, 
then,  that  members  should  rush  into  making 
statements  about  matters  in  which,  if  the 
responsibility  had  rested  with  them,  they 
would  themselves  have  acted  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  done.  With  respect  to  the  larger 
question  raised  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, he  thought  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
House  that  it  should  not  be  dealt  with  at 
present,  as  it  could  not  be  considered  without 
in  a  way  giving  the  Government  a  slap  in 
the  face.  As  for  the  item  "  Contingencies,"  the 
amount  was  made  up  principally  of  the  sums 
paid  to  the  charwomen.  Sir  Bobert  Stout's 
amendment  was  double-barrelled,  as  he  moved 
it.  It  was  the  same  amendment  practically 
on  the  main  item  as  they  had  divided  on  on 
the  other  item,  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
should  not  be  pressed. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  the  House  had 
affirmed  that  seniority  was  not  to  have  weight* 
in  the  appointment  of  messengers,  and  that 
the  Premier  was  to  oontinue  to  reward  persona 
for  political  services.  That  had  been  s^rmed 
by  the  House,  and  therefore  he  did  not  wish  to 
press  his  motion  further. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £4,240„ 
agreed  to. 

General  expenses,  £13,508. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  in  respect  to  the  item 
**  Assistant  night-watchman,  £110,'*  the  same' 
question  cropped  up  as  had  cropped  up  in 
connection  with  the  Chief  Messenger.  Instead 
of  the  appointment  having  been  given  to  ona 
of  the  senior  messengers  it  had  been  given  to 
Messenger  O'Brien,  who  was  appointed  on  tha 
4th  July,  1897 ;  and  yet  there  were  mes- 
sengers in  the  service  who  had  been  serving 
from  1879  onwards.  This  man  became  now  a 
permanent  officer,  and  as  such  was  qualified  to 
take  the  position  of  Chief  Messenger  if  any- 
thing happened  to  the  present  occupant  of  that 
office. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  like  the  Premier 
to  give  them  the  reasons  why  the  Assistant 
Librarian  was  not  appointed  Chief  Librarian. 
The  gentleman  who  had  been  acting  for  years 
past  as  Assistant  Librarian  had  occupied  that 
position  nominally,  while  in  reality  he  was 
Chief  Librarian.  They  should  either  have 
another  librarian  or  else  this  gentleman  should 
be  allowed  the  title  of  Chief  Librarian,  and  the 
salary  should  be  fixed  at  whatever  sum  the 
House  thought  his  services  were  worth.  What, 
however,  he  chiefly  desired  to  draw  attention 
to  was  the  question  of  the  Hansard  staff,  be- 
cause it  was  parallel,  more  or  less,  with  the 
question  of  the  messengers.  It  was  in  1893,  he 
thought,  that  it  was  arranged  that  vacancies 
on  the  Hansard  staff  should  be  given  to  officers 
in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  Civil 
Service  Act.  He  held  an  entirely  different  opin- 
ion as  to  that.  He  thought  no  person  should 
be  appointed  to  the  Hansard  staff  unless  he  hadi 
had  considerable  active  practice  on  one  of  the 
leading  journals  of  New  Zealand.  They  re- 
quired not  merely  that  regard  should  be  given, 
to  the  fact  of  the  person  being  a  good  Civil  . 
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servant  with  Buoh  experience  as  enabled  the 
seoietaries  to  take  down  from  a  Minister's 
dictation  the  words  he  wanted  in  his  letters, 
but  they  wanted  men  with  a  certain  literary 
gift,  and  also  the  mechanical  skill  required  of 
shorthand  reporters.  He  thought  the  matter 
ill  question  was  of  very  great  importance ;  in 
the  first  place,  that  (he  control  of  the  Han^ 
sard  stafE  should  again  revert  absolutely  to 
the  Speaker,  and  that  the  appointments  to 
the  Hansard  stafE  should  be  made  only  from 
those  persons  who  had  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  capacity  as  journalists — 
that  was  to  say,  men  who  were  shorthand  re- 
porters on  some  leading  paper.  He  did  not 
wish  to  reflect  on  the  members  of  the  Hansard 
staff,  but  it  was  better  for  the  members  to  have 
their  reports  made  by  men  who  were  accus- 
tomed to  make  careful  reports  for  the  news- 
papers. They  all  knew  from  experience,  in 
speaking  on  the  public  platform  at  any  town 
where  there  was  a  good  paper  in  circulation, 
that  they  really  got  reports  that  were  infinitely 
better  than  the  ordinary  reports  that  were  pre- 
sented to  them  for  correction  in  that  Chamber. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  that  was  not  so  in  Wel- 
lington. 

Captain  BUSSELL  was  speaking  of  his  own 
district,  at  any  rate.  At  Dunedin  he  was  more 
than  pleased,  on  the  following  morning  after 
delivering  an  address,  to  read  a  report  much 
more  perfect  in  its  verbiage  and  granmiar  than 
he  was  able  to  deliver.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, surely  they  ought  to  have  as  good  a 
staff  as  that  on  the  newspapers.  As  to  the 
question  of  remuneration,  the  salary  ought  to 
be  such  as  to  obtain  for  them  the  very  best 
reporters  to  be  got  in  New  Zealand.  He 
thought  the  position  in  which  they  located 
the  Hansard  staff  to  do  tlieir  work  was  the 
most  unfortunate  one  that  could  be.  He  was 
not  a  particularly  inaudible  speaker,  and  yet 
he  was  continually  inaudible  to  the  Hansard 
reporters.  That  must  arise  from  the  position 
in  which  the  Hansard  reporters  were  placed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  intended,  if  there  was 
no  objection,  to  make  an  alteration  in  that 
respect. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  at  the  Sydney 
conference,  which  he  attended  some  years  ago, 
the  reporters  sat  at  the  end  of  the  table  where 
the  parliamentary  papers  were  laid,  and  the 
reporter  came  in  and  sat  at  the  end  of  the 
table  and  did  his  spell.  A  couple  of  minutes 
before  his  spell  was  up  another  Hansa/rd  re- 
porter came  in  to  relieve  him,  and  the  one 
who  was  relieved  vanished  out  through  the 
opposite  door,  and  there  was  no  discomfort 
whatever  to  any  one.  No  whisper  made  by 
the  members  of  the  conference  escaped  the  re- 
porters, and  the  reports  were  the  most  perfect 
that  could  be  imagined,  and  when  delivered 
printed  the  next  morning  they  were  found 
to  need  scarcely  any  correction  at  all.  When 
the  Premier  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cassing  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  the 
officers  of  the  House,  the  question  of  the 
Hansard  reporters  and  the  messengers  should 
also  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  all  these 

Captain  Rusull 


officials  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  Speaker.  He  did  not  want  to  enter  into 
the  question  whether  the  late  appointmenti 
were  good;  he  wished  to  affirm  the  principle 
that  it  should  be  the  House  itself,  and  not  the 
Ministers,  that  should  make  these  appoint- 
ments. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked.  Were  they  bound 
to  take  this  sum-total,  and  not  take  the  items 
seriatim  ?  The  librarian,  the  reporters,  and 
the  whole  of  the  miscellaneous  charges  were 
all  together,  'and  by  taking  them  together  it 
simply  enabled  the  Minister  to  evade  particular 
questions  or  postpone  answers  to  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  in  the  way  the  appro- 
priations were  brought  down  he  could  only 
put  the  one  item,  "General  expenses."  Of 
course,  they  could  discuss  or  move  an  anuBd- 
ment  to  any  one  item. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  answer  the  remarks  of 
honourable  members  seriatim.  At  the  present 
time  there  was  no  night-watchman.  The  ap- 
pointment was  made  a  temporary  one,  and  the 
man  was  now  doing  duty  as  a  messenger  alone. 
His  time  expired  as  soon  as  the  session  was 
over. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked.  Why  keep  the  vote  on 
the  estimates  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  thdy  would  require  a  man 
during  the  recess. 

Mr.  FRASER.— As  a  permanent  officer  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Yes.  With  respeot  to 
the  Librarian,  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
to  confer  the  title  of  Librarian  upon  the  pre- 
sent officer;  that  was  decided  some  time 
ago.  The  Library  Committee  made  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Oovemment  to  do  this 
during  the  recess.  The  Committee  recom- 
mended that  Mr.  James  should  be  made 
Librarian,  and  they  had  sent  a  letter  also 
recommending  an  increased  salary.  The  Oo- 
vemment accepted  the  former  recommendA> 
tion,  but  did  not  see  their  way  to  increase  the 
salary.  Ai  to  the  question  of  Hansard  repott- 
ing and  the  Hansard  reporters,  the  leader  o( 
the  Opposition  told  them  that  they  most  have 
pressmen  as  reporters.  Well,  he  believed  the 
whole  of  the  reporters  in  the  Hansa/rd  staff, 
with  the  exception  of  three,  were  old  Press  re- 
porters. Then,  the  honourable  member  referred 
to  the  Press  reports  that  he  got,  and  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  could  tell  him  where  be  got  them,  and 
perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
rather  pleased  with  their  Hansard  reporters 
when  he  told  him  those  imports  of  his  speeehee 
which  were  so  much  to  his  liking  were  made  by 
reporters  who  were  now  in  the  Hansard  gallery. 
It  was  a  strange  thing  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  complain  of  them,  and  yet  those 
were  the  very  men  who  reported  the  honourable 
member's  speech  so  well  in  Dunedin.  Th*t 
speech  was  reported  by  their  own  Hansaard 
reporters.  The  fault  must  lie  either  with  the 
acoustic  properties  of  the  House  or  in  the  faot 
of  the  honourable  member's  back  being  tamed 
to  the  Hansard  gallery  when  he  spoke.  He 
knew  it  himself.  It  was  the  same  with  the 
pressmen  when  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  spe^- 
mg ;  the  pressmen,  being  behind  him,  said  that 
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many  iimos  there  was  a  diffioalty  when  his 
back  was  iamed  in  hearing  what  be  said.  He 
intended  to  have  a  place  prepared  on  each  side 
•of  the  Speaker's  chair,  and  to  bring  down  the 
reporters  on  a  level  with  the  House.  He 
thought  they  should  do  that.  In  the  United 
States  Senate  and  Congress  he  noticed  that 
the  reporters  oocapied  a  place  where  the 
Ohainnan  of  Committees  sat  in  the  Hoase. 
He  felt  sure  there  was  no  question  of  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  reporters  ;  their  duty  was  simply 
performed  mechanically—hand  and  ear  work- 
ing together.  There  was  another  question. 
During  the  recess  the  Government  had  a  large 
-amount  to  do  in  the  way  of  reporting.  If  they 
oame  to  think  of  it,  £800  a  year  was  a  very 
good  salary  with  nine  months  of  the  year  for 
•other  services,  and  he  thought  the  reporters' 
services  should  be  at  the  command  of  the  State 
4uring  the  recess. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  hoped  the  Hansard  le- 
porters  would  not  be  put  into  the  position  of 
serving  the  Government  during  the  recess ;  the 
•question  of  expense  was  a  small  matter  in 
eomparison  with  good  and  independent  service. 
He  did  not  see  there  was  any  ground  for  com- 
plaint as  to  the  reporting.  He  was  always 
admirably  reported. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said,  if  members  took  the 
trouble  to  speak  out  the  reporters  were  quite 
able  to  report  them.  In  regard  to  the  Libra- 
rian, be  thought  something  ought  to  be  done. 
A.  sufficient  salary  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  man 
in  charge.  The  library  was  not  up  to  date,  and 
aomething  ought  to  be  done  to  remedy  that 
defect. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  agreed  that  the  library  ought 
to  be  put  in  a  better  condition.  He  did  not 
agree  that  it  was  not  up  to  date,  but  he  hoped  the 
new  building  would  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as 
poesible.  With  regard  to  the  Hansard  report- 
ing, it  could  not  be  excelled— it  was  simply  ex- 
csellent.  He  saw  the  Chief  Reporter  only  got 
£400;  the  late  chief  had  got  £600,  and  he 
understood  the  present  gentleman  had  been 
•ome  twenty-one  years  in  the  service,  and  he 
did  not  think  £400  sufficient.  With  regard  to 
the  night- watch  man,  f  he  understood  that  he 
was  appointed  purely  on  political  grounds, 
tiaving  been  secretary  to  the  Shearers'  Union 
in  Timaru  district,  and  he  presumed  for  that 
reason  he  was  appointed  over  a  man  who  had 
been  in  the  service  since  1879,  which  was  unfair. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  cor- 
rect  the  tendency  of  the  Premier's  remarks 
about  the  reporters.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think  they  were  overpaid. 
Now,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  considered  that 
£!SOO  a  year  was  necessarily  a  high  salary 
because  it  was  paid  for  four  months'  ser- 
vice. It  was  not  a  high  salary  at  all.  The 
work  was  desperately  hard,  and  it  was  not 
every  jreporter  who  could  stand  it.  It  was 
a  position  which  should  be  made  the  most 
attractive  to  the  best  reporters  in  the  colony, 
and  to  make  it  attractive  the  salary  must  be 
high.  As  for  bringing  the  reporters  down  to 
the  table  of  the  House,  it  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  the  reporting  was  now  just  as  good  as  it 


could  be.  The  only  fault  he  found  was  with 
himself,  and  not  with  the  reporters.  If  a  man 
expressed  himself  dearly,  in  ninety-nine  oases 
out  of  a  hundred  he  was  most  correctly  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  it  seemed  to  him 
that  this  session  members  wanted  the  Go- 
vernment to  increase  the  salaries  all  round, 
but  he  must  tell  them  that  one  reporter  got 
over  £400  for  extra  work  outside  his  Hansard 
salary,  and  another  £250,  and  they  would  under- 
stand what  that  meant.  But  by  the  arrange- 
ments now  made  by  the  Government  a  great 
saving  had  been  effected  :  under  the  old  system 
it  would  have  oost  the  country  £1,500  more  for 
its  reporting.  They  must  economize,  and  he 
believed  in  watching  where  the  taxpayers' 
money  was  going  to.  He  thought  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Hansard  staff  were  fairly  well 
paid. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  the  present 
salaries  of  the  reporters  were  quite  enough 
when  they  reflected  that  Resident  Magistrates 
only  received  £400  a  year.  With  regard  to  the 
library,  he  desired  to  point  out  that  the  books 
ought  to  be  classified,  as  at  present  it  was 
impossible  to  find  out  where  the  books  were. 
As  to  the  Librarian,  they  should  employ  a 
thoroughly  competent  first-class  man.  He 
was  not  saying  anything  against  the  present 
Assistant  Librarian,  but  they  required  a  flrst- 
class  man,  and  it  was  now  the  proper  time  to 
get  him,  when  they  were  erecting  a  new  build- 
ing. He  hoped  that  during  the  recess  or  this 
session  the  choice  of  a  Librarian  would  be 
allowed  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  FISHER  dissented  from  the  proposal  of 
the  Premier  to  put  the  Hansard  staff  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  only  stated  that  he  would  do  so  if  the 
House  wished  it.  As  to  those  who  thought  the 
reporters  sufficiently  well  paid,  had  he  remained 
on  the  Hansard  staff  he  would  probably  at  the 
present  time  have  been  Chief  Reporter,  and  he 
should  have  thought  it  a  poor  compliment  to 
be  offered  £400  a  year  for  that  office  while  his 
predecessor  had  received  £600.  As  to  those 
who  thought  that  the  reporters  were  too  highly 
paid,  he  might  mention  that  Messrs.  Drake  and 
Downie,  two  of  the  best  reporters,  left  the  New 
Zealand  Hansard  staff,  where  they  were  receiv- 
ing £300  a  year  as  senior  reporters,  to  take 
the  position  of  junior  reporters  on  the  New 
South  Wales  staff  at  £450  a  year.  He  also 
dissented  from  the  idea  that  the  Hansard 
reporters  should  be  reduced  to  the  status  of 
Civil  Service  clerks.  In  Victoria  and  other 
Australian  Colonies  they  did  the  Hansard  work 
and  reported  Royal  Commissions,  but  they  were 
not  reduced  to  the  status  of  Civil  Service  clerks. 
The  Hansard  reporter  ought  not  to  be  placed 
in  the  position  of  a  Government  servant.  He 
always  had  maintained,  and  always  would,  that 
Hansard  reporters  ought  to  be  free  from  any 
control  whatever  except  that  of  the  Speaker. 
He  differed  from  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  question,  but  his  experience  of 
this  matter  was  a  very  long  one.  All  his  long 
experience  taught  him  it  was  a  mistake  to  re- 
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duoe  a  Hansard  reporter  from  the  status  of  a 
legislative  officer  to  the  position  of  a  Oivil 
servant. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  thought  the  fiction  in  the 
library  was  exceedingly  poor,  not  only  not 
kept  up  to  date,  but  a  poor  collection.  The 
library  ought  to  have  a  thoroughly  compe- 
tent chief,  and  if  the  present  gentleman  in 
charge  was  not  competent,  then  another  should 
be  appointed.  He  said  this  without  disparage- 
ment to  the  present  library  staff.  He  wanted 
to  know  why  it  was  necessary  to  import  a  Chief 
Messenger  from  the  West  Coast,  and  now  an 
assistant  night-watchman  from  the  electorate 
presided  over  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  well,  he  was  from  Wai- 
mate,  or  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood. 
This  assistant  night-watchman  was  appointed 
over  the  heads  of  four  or  five  messengers.  He 
had  become  a  permanent  officer,  and  if  the 
Chief-messengership  became  vacant  he  would 
receive  the  appointment,  according  to  the 
Premier's  argument,  and  thus  a  great  injustice 
would  be  inflicted  upon  four  or  five  messengers. 

Mr.  TAKNER  would  like  to  know  who 
ordered  the  books  for  the  library,  and  was 
responsible  for  the  selection  of  additional 
volumes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  the  members  of  the 
House,  the  Librarian,  and  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  the  library  was  destitute 
of  any  work  on  municipal  government  in  Aus- 
tralasia worth  looking  at.  The  only  work  there 
on  that  subject  relating  to  New  Zealand  was 
a  digest  of  local-government  law  of  New  Zea- 
land by  the  late  Mr.  Vincent  Fyke,  dated  1882, 
which  was  now  entirely  antiquated.  A  crowd 
of  French  novels  might  be  displaced  for  works 
in  the  English  language.  Before  they  blamed 
the  Librarian  and  placed  some  one  over  his 
head,  they  ought  to  ascertain  how  far  he  had 
been  fettered  or  otherwise  by  the  Library  Com- 
mittee and  others,  for  some  persons  seemed 
to  have  extraordinary  tastes  with  regard  to 
literature.  Many  honourable  members  seemed 
to  think  that  the  colony  was  not  paying  enough 
for  Hansard  reporting,  yet  £725  more  was  paid 
than  in  1888.  There  were  now  nearly  twenty 
members  less  than  at  that  time,  and  con- 
sequently the  amount  of  speaking  had  in  all 
probability  been  cut  down. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  might  mean  that 
the  reporters  had  reported  more  than  formerly. 
There  was  less  spoken  in  this  House  of  seventy- 
four  members,  under  the  time-limit,  than  in 
the  House  when  it  contained  ninety-six  mem- 
bers. 

Hon.  Members.— No. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  urged  honourable  mem- 
bers to  get  on  with  the  business.  They  had  made 
very  little  progress,  and  the  sittings  cost  some- 
like £80  an  hour.  He  was  responsible  for  the 
appointment  of  J.  O'Brien  as  a  temporary  night- 
watchman.  They  must  have  two  night-watoh- 
men.  The  library  closed  at  five  o'clock  and 
Mr.  Fisher 


was  not  opened  again  until  nine  next  morning* 
The  consequence  was  that  they  must  hav» 
night-watchmen  to  do  duty  turn  and  torn 
about.  On  Saturdays  the  library  closed  at 
one  o'clock ;  and  if  there  was  only  one  night- 
watchman  he  would  be  on  duty  from  that  tim» 
until  Monday  morning. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.->Why  not  h&ve  one  of  the 
messengers  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  honourable 
member  said,  **  Why  not  have  one  of  the 
messengers  ?  "  Personally  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  messengers.  The  man  who  had  been 
acting  as  assistant  left  to  take  up  other  work; 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  Premier,  in  whose 
department  the  appointment  lay,  he  had  to 
consider  who  to  appoint,  and  then  he  remem- 
bered that  several  members  in  the  House  hid 
urged  the  case  of  this  man  for  some  time  past. 
He  might  say  that  representation  had  been 
made  as  far  south  as  Invercargill,  and  by  other 
members  in  the  House  who  knew  the  man  and 
his  circumstances,  asking  the  Government  to 
assist  him  in  any  way.  When  he  found  he  had 
the  opportunity  of  assistmg  him  he  appointed 
him ;  and  he  would  do  the  same  on  another 
occasion.  It  had  been  suggested  that  this  man 
came  from  Timaru.  He  did  not  oome  from 
Timaru  and  had  never  lived  in  Timam;  he 
came  from  Waimate,  and  at  the  time  he  was 
placed  in  this  position  he  was  a  resident  of 
Wellington.  He  was  only  appointed  tempo- 
rarily, and  from  what  he  had  heard  of  him  he 
had  performed  his  work  well.  He  impreeted 
on  him  when  making  the  appointment  that 
it  was  only  temporary,  because  he  did  not  wish 
to  make  a  permanent  appointment  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  Premier  while  he  was  absent. 
In  regard  to  Hansard,  he  himself  had  snfleieA 
in  the  same  way  as  some  of  the  previow 
speakers,  and  he  had  reason  to  think  that  sMne 
alteration  was  required  in  the  position  of  the 
Hansard  reporters.  They  should  be  placed  on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  or  some  alteration  should 
be  made  in  the  gallery.  His  own  opinion  was 
that  it  was  too  far  away  or  too  high  ap  for  the 
reporters  to  catch  clearly  what  was  said.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  weald  now  proceed  with 
the  business  in  hand. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  carefully  waltsed  round 
the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  night- 
watchman,  but  had  never  touched  the  real 
question  on  which  they  wanted  information. 
What  the  House  want  to  know  was,  why  be 
had  gone  outside  the  messengers  who  had 
had  many  years  of  experience  in  the  Honse^ 
and  gone  to  an  electorate  close  to  his  own  for 
a  man  to  fill  the  vacancy?  With  regard  to 
the  Hansard  reporters,  when  the  Ministrj 
came  into  power  they  were  in  the  same  in- 
dependent position  occupied  by  their  brethren 
in  the  Australian  Colonies.  Now  they  were 
at  the  beck  and  call  of  Ministers  during  the 
recess,  and  this,  he  thought,  was  highly  un» 
desirable. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  reference  to  the  i^ 
pointment  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  he  told  the  h<inoar- 
able  member  for  Christchuroh  City  that  there 
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WM  no  aBsistent  night-watohman  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Ik  was  only  a  temporary  engage- 
ment. He  was  first  told  by  tne  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  that  there  was  a 
xumour  afloat  chat  the  appointment  of  the 
night-watohman  had  been  made  by  the  infla- 
anoe  of  the  labour  unions.  He  simply  said,  a 
man  had  done  his  duty  by  his  fellow- working- 
men,  and  from  6he  f aot  of  having  done  that  was 
refused  employment— as  this  man  had  been. 
His  necessities  compelled  him  to  oome  here, 
where  there  happened  to  be  an  opening  for 
temporary  employment  for  two  or  three 
months.  It  was  given  to  him,  and  because  of 
that  he  was  subject  to  an  attack  upon  the  floor 
of  the  House.  Where  were  all  their  sympathies 
now  ?  Who  were  sincere  in  the  cause  of  the 
laboaring-classes  now  ?  He  had  never  known 
of  anything  more  painful  to  him  than  that  this 
matter  of  temporary  employment  given  to  a 
necessitous  man  for  about  three  months  should 
be  made  the  subject  of  an  attack  upon  the  floor 
of  the  House.  This  man  was  simply  a  ses- 
sional messenger  at  the  present  time.  In 
regard  to  messengers  who  were  older  in  the 
serYioe  he  might  say  that  if  the  appointment 
had  been  offered  to  some  of  them  they  would 
have  refused.  One  would  not  look  at  the  posi- 
tion of  night-watchman  because  he  had  a  farm 
to  which  be  went  during  the  recess,  and  there 
were  two  others  who  were  engaged  during  the 
rest  of  the  year  at  higher  salaries  than  they 
would  get  as  night-watchman.  He  hoped, 
now  he  had  given  the  fullest  information  he 
oonld,  that  the  vote  would  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that  the  statement  made 
by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  in  regard  to 
O'Brien  was  quite  correct.  With  others  he 
had  oonununicated  with  the  Minister,  express- 
ing the  hope  that  if  a  vacancy  occurred 
in  any  department  O'Brien  would  get  a  show. 
But  he  clearly  wished  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  did  not  agree  to  Mr.  O'Brien  being 
i^pointed  even  a  temporary  night-watchman 
over  the  beads  of  older  servants.  So  far  as  the 
Hansard  staff  was  concerned,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  in  1893  voted  to  put  these  officers 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Premier ;  but  he 
must  say  that  every  session  since  then  he  had 
regretted  his  action,  and  if  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself  during  the  present  session  he  would 
be  very  glad  indeed  to  reverse  the  vote  given 
on  that  occasion.  He  believed  that  a  greater 
mistake  could  not  possibly  have  been  made, 
although  he  did  not  say  this  Qovernment  had 
abased  their  powers  more  than  any  other  Go- 
vernment would  have  done  under  the  circum- 


Mr.  SMITH  said  they  were  not  attacking 
O'Brien  because  of  his  connection  with  any 
union  ;  they  were  not  attacking  O'Brien  at  all. 
Personally,  he  had  not  known  him  before  that 
night.  If  the  return  that  was  laid  on  the 
table  had  shown  that  O'Brien  had  been  ap- 
pointed a  temporary  night>watchman  it  would 
have  been  all  right.  The  question  now  was, 
who  was  to  have  the — permanent — appoint- 
ment? If  the  Premier  would  say  now  that 
O'Brien  was  not  to  have  the  appointment  over 


these    older   messengers    he    would    have  no 
further  objection  to  offer. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  knew  nothing, 
whatever  of  Mr.  O'Brien  having  been  secretary 
of  the  Shearers'  Union.  He  did  not  even  per- 
sonally know  Mr.  O'Brien.  His  protest  was 
not  agednst  any  individual,  but  against  the  ap- 
pointment being  offered  to  an  outsider  instead 
of  to  one  of  the  officers  who  had  gained  expe- 
rience in  the  House  for  years  past.  The  House 
must  see  that  the  Premier  was  abusing  his 
position  by  making  appointments  in  a  manner 
such  as  had  never  been  followed  by  any  of  his 
predecessors. 

Mr.  WILSON  thought,  if  there  was  one  de- 
partment that  was  well  managed  it  was  the 
library.  He  wished  to  say  a  good  word  for  Mr. 
James.  Mr.  James  occupied  a  very  peculiar 
position :  he  had  no  definite  status.  The  time 
had  come  when  this  officer  should  have  a  proper 
position.  His  salary,  so  far  from  being  large^ 
was  altogether  inadequate.  In  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  the  librarians  got  a  very 
much  larger  sum.  The  House  was  not  treating. 
Mr.  James  properly.  When  the  library  vote 
came  before  the  House,  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  put  down  at  least  £S90  on  the- 
estimates  for  the  Librarian.  He  doubted^ 
whether  there  were  two  better  librarians  in  the 
Australasian  Colonies  than  Mr.  Bowe  of  the 
Wellington  Public  Library,  and  Mr.  James  of' 
the  Parliamentary  library.  He  thought,  if  a 
freer  hand  were  given  by  the  Library  Selec- 
tion Committee  to  Mr.  James,  a  better: 
selection  of  books  would  be  made.  With  re- 
gard to  Hansard,  everybody  knew  that  the- 
volume  of  reporting  was  greater  now  than  it 
was  some  years  ago,  when  the  cost  of  Hansard- 
was  less.  He  had  had  some  little  experience  of 
reporting,  though  not  of  shorthand  reporting^ 
and  he  did  not  think  they  could  possibly  find 
Hansard  reporting  done  better  than  it  was- 
done  by  the  present  staff.  It  was  a  perfect- 
marvel  to  him  to  see  the  manner  in  which 
rapid  speakers  like  himself  were  reported  by 
the  Hansard  staff.  He  could  not  allow  that 
opportunity  to  go  past  without  placing  on  re- 
cord his  opinion  that  the  House  had  in  the 
present  Hansard  staff  a  body  of  men  who  were 
a  credit  to  the  House.  He  did  not  think  they 
were  paid  at  all  too  highly. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,  with  regard  to  the 
Librarian,  they  could  not  settle  questions  of  in- 
dividual merits  upon  the  floor  of  the  House. 
He  understood  the  Premier  to  say  that  he 
would  not  take  any  action  with  respect  to  this 
matter  until  he  heard  from  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. Surely  there  were  men  in  the  House 
who  were  capable  of  making  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Premier  on  such  questions,  which 
would  relieve  the  honourable  gentleman  of  a 
good  deal  of  trouble.  He  did  not  think  they 
should  settle  these  personal  matters  on  the 
floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  did  not  think  the  time 
spent  in  the  discussion  of  the  estimates  had 
been  wasted.  He  hoped  they  would  discuss 
every  item  with  equal  minuteness.  What  the 
honourable  member  for   Wellington    Suburbs  > 
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■aid  about  Mr.  James  and  the  ohooBing  of  the 
books  was  quite  correct.  Mr.  James's  report 
showed  that  the  library  was  deficient  on  the 
classical  side  chiefly,  and  it  was  therefore 
decided  by  the  Committee  to  remedy  that  de- 
ficiency as  far  as  possible.  The  Oommittee 
thought  there  should  be  one  library  in  the 
-colony — the  central  library — in  which  books 
could  be  found  which  could  not  be  obtained 
at  other  libraries.  The  parliamentary  library 
should  not  be  a  library  for  novels.  The 
circulating  libraries  attended  to  that  depart- 
ment. With  respect  to  a  book  on  local  govern- 
ment, he  might  mention  that  about  three 
weeks  previously  a  book  entitled  **  Municipal 
■Government  of  Great  Britain  "  was  received 
'from  Home.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  book 
iiad  been  published  on  municipal  government 
in  the  Australasian  Colonies.  The  Committee 
would  be  very  pleased  to  receive  suggestions 
from  honourable  members  as  to  ordering.  As 
to  French  novels,  there  were  French  novels  in 
the  library,  but  chey  were  classical ;  they  had 
not  the  rubbishy  French  novels,  and  it  was 
right  that  they  should  have  the  classical  ones. 
Mr.  CARSON  said  his  experience  of  Hansard 
•was  limited.  He  might  say  he  had  had  some 
trouble  with  his  proofs,  but  also,  in  fairness,  that 
it  had  been  his  own  fault — that  this  had  oc- 
sourred  when  he  had  not  expressed  himself  in 
language  that  on  revision  was  to  his  taste.  The 
fault  with  the  Hansard  reporters  was  that  they 
were  too  literal.  He  approved  of  the  Premier's 
suggestion  that  the  reporters  should  be  brought 
to  a  lower  position,  and  he  could  not  see  any 
■  objection  to  their  being  placed  at  the  table  of 
the  House.  He  would  like  to  point  out  that 
the  reporters  had  had  this  session  unusually 
heavy  work,  as  there  had  been  a  constant  flow 
of  talk  for  six  weeks.  As  a  means  of  relieving 
the  constant  strain  on  the  reporters  he  sug- 
gested that  typewriters  should  be  employed  to 
assist  in  the  work  of  transcription. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  had  been  tried  last 
year,  and  the  reporters  had  fought  against  it. 

Mr.  CARSON  thought  it  should  be  tried 
again ;  it  would  be  found  to  be  a  wonderful 
relief. 

Mr.  MONK  thought,  if  there  was  anything 
faulty  in  connection  with  the  management  of 
the  building  it  was  its  want  of  a  sufficiency  of 
night-watchmen.  If  the  building  were  burned 
down  he  should  certainly  censure  those  who 
had  control  of  it  for  not  providing  efficiently 
in  this  direction.  There  should  not  only  be 
specially  good  and  reliable  men  appointed,  but 
there  should  be  a  system  of  tell-tale  clocks. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— They  are  there  already. 
Mr.  MONK  said  there  were  not  sufficient  of 
them.  They  should  be  in  all  parts  of  the 
building  and  the  outskirts,  and  the  system 
should  be  such  that  every  part  of  the  build- 
ing should  be  visited  every  ten  minutes.  As 
to  the  cost,  there  were  plenty  of  items  on  the 
estimates  that  could  be  done  away  with  in 
order  that  a  more  efficient  system  of  watching 
the  premises  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  difficulty  in  respect 
to  the  library  was  that   the  Committee    had 
Mr,  Montgomery 


been  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  some  years  to  appoint  Mr.  Jamea  u 
Librarian.  There  had  been  those  to  whose 
opinion  he  attaohed  great  weight  who  had 
said  that  they  ought  to  have  a  superior  man 
to  him— and  this  was  said  without  anything 
derogatory  being  intended.  For  years  the 
Government  had  borne  the  brunt  of  attacks 
for  not  appointing  that  gentleman  Libnuriaii, 
and  now  that  they  had  practically  agreed  to 
appoint  him  they  were  told  that  applications 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Library  Commit- 
tee to  make  a  selection.  The  only  ground  for 
this  oontention  now  was  that,  as  this  was  a 
new  Parliament,  there  would  be  a  new  Library 
Committee.  He  thought  that  if  the  notifica- 
tion had  not  gone  forward  he  would  oonsnlt  the 
wishes  of  the  new  Library  Committee  on  the 
question.  The  matter  was  one  that  ought  to 
be  settled,  and  now,]no  doubt,  would  be  settled. 
He  agreed  with  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata.  He  seldom  left  the 
buildings  before  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  knew  that  at  that  time  there  was 
practically  only  one  old  man  looking  after  the 
whole  building.  He  agreed  that  there  was  in- 
sufficient protection,  and  thought  some  of  the 
messengers  ought  to  be  told  off  to  go  on  in 
turns,  or  that  they  should  have  more  men 
watching  the  buildings  during  the  night.  He 
had,  however,  no  doubt  that,  now  attention  had 
been  called  to  it,  the  proper  officer  would  see  to 
it.  As  to  the  suggestion  that  they  should  ad- 
journ after  this  class  was  passed,  be  could  not 
agree  to  it.  It  would  not  do  to  take  two  nights 
to  pass  one  class. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  hoped  the  Premier  would 
accept  the  verdict  of  the  House  in  favour  of 
the  erection  of  a  new  library.  They  had  a 
most  valuable  ooUection  of  books,  some  forty- 
five  thousand  volumes,  amongst  whioh  were 
books  of  a  unique  character  that  oonld  not 
be  purchased  for  money,  and  therefore  oonld 
not  be  replaced.  He  was  sure  the  people  of 
the  colony  were  willing  that  the  country 
should  be  committed  to  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  building  for  this  purpose.  The  ap- 
pointment of  a  Librarian,  he  suggested,  should 
be  left  for  the  consideration  of  the  Joint  Ijibrary 
Committee,  to  select  and  to  recommend  for 
appointment  a  competent  person.  That,  he 
was  satisfied,  was  the  proper  course  for  the 
House  to  take. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  if  he  got  an  answer 
from  the  Premier  that  the  position  of  assistant 
night-watchman  would  be  given  to  one  of  the 
messengers  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  the 
House  for  some  years,  he  would  not  move  an 
amendment,  but  otherwise  he  should  do  so. 
He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  explanation  thai 
had  been  given,  neither  was  he  prepared  to 
suggest  that  any  criticism  he  had  offered  bad 
been  influenced  by  the  fact  that  this  messenger 
or  assistant  night-watchman  was  connected 
with  a  labour  union.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
man  at  all  being  in  the  service,  but  he  objected 
to  his  being  placed  in  a  position  to  qualify  him 
to  take  precedence  over  men  who  had  been 
serving  for  years  and  years.    He  moved,  as  as 
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Mnandment,  That  the  item,  "Assifltanfe  ntgh^ 
watohman,  £110,'*  be  reduced  by  £1,  as  an 
indieation  that  the  House  was  of  opinion  that 
Moioiity  ought  to  count  in  making  appoint- 
ments. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  17. 

BoUaid 

Kelly 

Pirani 

Btown 

Lang 

BoUeston 

Buchanan 

Lewis 

Wason. 

Canon 

McGuire 

Tellers. 

Oiowther 

Monk 

Smith 

Hemes 

Montgomery 
Nobs,  36. 

Taylor. 

Allen,  E.  Q. 

Kaihau 

Pere 

Chwlynftn 

Lawry 

Bussell 

GamotosB 

McGh>wan 

Seddon 

GanoU 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Stevens 

Duncan 

MoKensde,  J. 

Symes 

Field 

McKenzie,  B. 

Tanner 

Fisher 

Meredith 

Thompson,  R. 

Flatman 

Millar 

Thompson,  T. 

Oilfedder 

Mills 

Wilson. 

Graham 

O'Meara 

TelUn. 

HalLJones 

O'Began 

Holland 

Hutoheson,  J. 

Parata 

Morrison. 

Joyce 

Pairs. 

For 

, 

Against. 

Allen,  J 

Steward 

Stout. 

Hogg. 

Majority  against 

19. 

Amendment 

iainPuA 

negatived,  and 

item,  £110,  re- 

Mr.  McGUIBE  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 

ported. 

The  GoQunittee  divided. 

Aybs.  25. 

BoUard 

Leth  bridge 

Sligo 

Brown 

Lewis 

Smith 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Tanner 

Gatson 

McLean 

Taylor 

Fraser 

Monk 

Wason. 

Heke 

Montgomery 

Henries 

PiTftni 

TsVUrs. 

Kelly 

RoUeston 

McGuire 

Uug 

Russell 
Noes,  83. 

Massey. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Hutoheson,  J. 

Parata 

Gadman 

Joyce 

Pere 

Gamcioss 

Kaihau 

Seddon 

CarroU 

Lawry 

Stevens 

Otowther 

McGowan 

Symes 
Thompson,  R. 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Field 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T. 

Flatman 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Giliedder 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Qnkhftm 

Morrison 

McKenzie,  R. 

Hall-Jones 

O'Meara 

O'Regan. 

Holland 

Paibs. 

Fffr. 

Against. 

Allen,  J 

Steward 

Moore 

Fisher 

Stout 

Wright.  Houston. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wished  to  koow  if  the  Premier 
had  got  an  expert  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
Yost  typewriters  that  had  been  purchased  for 
the  Hansard  staff.  He  understood  that  there 
were  several  machines  on  the  market  that  were 
capable  of  doing  first-class  work.  The  Re- 
mington, for  instance,  did  good  work,  and  the 
Bar-lock  was  a  machine  that  was  coming  very 
much  to  the  front  of  late. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  said  these  maohines 
were  purchased  at  the  earnest  request  of  the 
chief  of  the  Hansard  staff,  who  pointed  out 
that  the  machines  then  in  use  were  old  Call- 
graphs,  and  out  of  date. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  the  Yost  machine  was 
the  best  typewriter  on  the  market  in  any 
country  to-day,  and  if  the  Government  had 
done  no  other  virtuous  act  during  the  past  year 
than  to  buy  the  Yost  typewriter,  they  had 
undoubtedly  rendered  the  colony  a  great  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  Yost 
machine  was  one  of  the  very  best  typewriters 
out,  and  the  Government,  in  selecting  this 
machine,  had  acted  quite  rightly. 

Mr.  PIBANI  wished  to  refer  to  the  cost  of 
printing  Hansard — £4,200 — which  was  becoming 
too  great  an  expense  for  the  country  to  bear. 
He  would  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the 
item  be  reduced  by  £1,  as  an  indication  that  it^ 
was  too  expensive  for  the  country.  For  him- 
self, he  thought  that  those  members  who  spoke 
more  than  a  certain  number  of  yards  during 
the  early  part  of  the  session  should  at  the  end 
of  the  session  have  their  remarks  cut  oui 
altogether. 

Mr.  WASON  wished  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  item,  **  Beporting,  Select  Com- 
mittees,  £150."  Perhaps  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Government  benches  would  give  some  informa- 
tion about  the  matter,  and  tbere  might  then 
be  no  necessity  for  moving  an  amendment. 

The  GHAIBMAN  ruled  tbat  the  honourable 
member  could  not  move  his  amendment,  as  an 
amendment  to  a  subsequent  item  had  been 
voted  upon. 

Mr.  SMITH  thought  the  cost  of  Hansard 
was  becoming  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  production.  Since  the  time-limit  had 
come  into  force  the  bulk  of  Hansard  had 
materially  increased,  and  he  thought  some- 
thing ought  now  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  con- 
densing the  speeches,  so  that  the  cost  to  the 
country  would  not  be  so  great. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  suggested  that  members  should 
pay  for  the  insertion  of  their  speeches  in  Han- 
sard. If  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
adopt  that  suggestion,  instead  of  the  printing 
of  Hatisard  costing  £4,200  a  year,  they  might 
make  it  a  source  of  great  profit  to  the  exchequer. 
He  felt  perfectly  sure  some  of  the  members 
would  feel  under  compulsion  to  place  some  of 
their  speeches  before  their  constituents  through 
Hansard.     He     did    not    think    a   sufficient 
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number  of  Hansards  were  printed.  He  had 
^applications  for  at  least  two  hundred  copies, 
and  he  found  the  fifty  copies  that  were  allowed 
him  were  not  nearly  sufficient  to  go  round 
those  of  his  constituents  who  were  anxious  to 
get  copies.  He  urged  on  the  Qovemment  that 
the  wants  of  members*  constituents  should  be 
attended  to  by  the  Government,  and  that  the 
number  of  copies  allowed  him  should  be  in- 
•  oreaoed  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said,  And  yet  the 
^honourable  member  wanted  to  reduce  the  ex- 
pense of  printing  Hansard  I 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  if  the  Government  would 
reduce  the  cost  in  the  way  he  suggested,  he 
would  not  pnt  anything  in  Hansard  except  the 
'bare  record  of  his  opinions.  Many  members 
said  what  they  did  not  mean,  and  tbe  yote 
they  gave  was  the  only  reliable  record  of  their 
•opinions. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £13,508,  agreed  to. 

Class  III.— Colonial  Treasurer. 

Vote,  Treasury  Department,  £7,025,  agreed 
-to. 

Friendly  Societies  Registry  Office,  £1,140. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  very  frequent  oom- 
»plaints  had  been  made  about  this  department, 
and  about  the  conduct  of  the  Revising  Barrister. 
He  did  not  know  of  a  single  Order  in  the  colony 
-that  had  not  lodged  serious  charges  against  the 
department,  and  its  very  existence  was  ques- 
tioned by  some  of  the  best  authorities  on  friendly 
societies  in  the  colony.  He  knew  other  honour- 
able members  could  give  chapter  and  verse  for 
very  serious  delays  on  the  part  of  the  Revising 
BarriKter  when  asked  to  pass  by-laws  through. 
The  office  of  Registrar,  too,  was  a  superfluity, 
and  was  costing  £300  more  than  it  ought  to. 
It  was  work  really  for  a  clerk.  This  depart- 
ment was  costing  £1,140,  and  he  did  not 
■believe  there  was  one  officer  of  any  society  in 
the  colony  who  would  say  the  colony  was  get- 
ting anything  like  good  value  for  the  money. 
He  submitted  that  if  this  department  were  to 
be  anything  more  than  a  name  it  ought  to  see 
that  all  societies  registered  should  be  compelled 
to  charge  a  scale  of  contributions  that  would 
makn  them  sound  financially.  If  they  took  up 
the  Registrar's  returns  year  by  year  they  would 
find  that  in  the  case  of  the  majority  of  societies 
the  return  was  "unfinancial."  Some  were 
bankrupt ;  and,  so  surely  as  they  were  there 
that  night,  before  another  half -century  was 
passed  the  savings  of  thousands  of  men  who 
belonged  to  certain  organizations  would  be 
melted  into  thin  air.  If  they  would  not  have  a 
proper  scale  of  contribution  they  should  be 
refused  registration.  Registration  in  the  popu- 
lar mind  was  taken  as  a  guarantee  of  stability, 
and  some  such  regulation  as  he  suggested 
should  have  been  passed  long  ago.  There  were 
many  complaints  against  the  Registrar,  and 
the  lodges  could  not  get  redress.  A  good  many 
of  the  complaints  against  the  Registrar  were 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  lodges  kept  faulty 
accounts,  and  when  the  returns  came  in  the 
Registrar  was  compelled  to  return  them  for 
Mr.  Taylor 


correction.  He  intended  to  move.  That  tbe 
item  be  reduced  by  £1,  as  an  indication 
that  the  Registrar  should  be  dispensed  with. 
He  was  supposed  to  protect  the  intezeets  of  the 
societies,  but  it  would  be  easy  to  get  a  man  to 
compile  the  statistics  for  £150  a  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  surprised  that  there 
should  be  any  debate  or  complaint  upon  tins 
class.  That  was  not  the  time  to  raise  the 
question  of  the  position  of  the  friendly 
societies.  He  was  a  member  of  one  of  ^e 
principal  friendly  societies  in  the  oolony,  and  he 
knew  the  work  they  did,  and  he  was  quite  with 
the  honourable  member  in  saying  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  bring  them  into  a  good  financial  positioiL 
The  great  trouble  was  in  regard  to  the  forma- 
tion ;  and  any  one  who  read  Dragne's  book 
would  see  what  the  result  had  been  when 
men  for  a  number  of  years  had  been  pay- 
ing their  contributions,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  time  the  society  niade  default,  with  tlia 
result  that  the  member  and  his  wife  were  oast 
upon  tbe  world.  That  was  one  of  the  dangeis 
that  threatened  the  friendly  societies  of  the 
colony.  It  was  not  by  finding  fault  with  the 
department,  who  were  constantly  bringing  this 
matter  under  their  notice,  that  it  would  be  pnl 
right.  But  this  was  not  the  time  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  For  more  than  a  hundred  years 
it  had  been  the  practice  in  England  to  require 
a  proper  supervision  in  respect  to  the  formation 
of  societies  and  the  revision  of  their  rules.  The 
necessity  for  the  revision  of  rules  must  bt 
obvious ;  and  if  through  the  defective  state  U 
the  law  these  troubles  had  arisen,  then  Uiey 
must  deal  with  the  legislation  already  in  foroe, 
but  not  throw  the  responsibility  upon  the 
Registrar,  who  was  carrying  out  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  oast  upon  him  by  the  law.  Most 
of  the  rules  of  the  societies  were  based  upon 
English  precedents,  and  the  societies  ooold 
not  understand  why  that  should  be  i»o.  Tber 
read  the  law  and  formed  their  rules  and 
regulations  on  the  same  lines;  and,  if  it 
was  found  that  these  rules  were  against  the 
law,  as  governed  by  the  English  precedents, 
then  the  Registrar  and  Revising  Barrister 
would  not  agree  with  them.  The  dxxtj  wis 
cast  upon  the  Revising  Barrister,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  rules  were  rejected.  Where 
the  law  had  been  defined  by  the  English  Ooort 
it  was  their  duty  to  amend  our  law  ao  as  to 
make  it  conform  to  the  English  law,  and  it  wis 
not  right  to  blame  the  unfortunate  Registrar. 
Both  the  Registrar  and  Revising  Barrister  wen 
conscientious  men,  anxious  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  the  societies,  as  long  as  they  ooold 
do  so  consistently  and  in  accordance  with  the 
responsibility  cast  upon  them. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  the  Premier's  explana- 
tion was  one  that  did  not  explain.  Twelve 
months  ago  the  then  member  for  Christohuroh 
Oity,  Mr.  Collins,  brought  the  matter  before  the 
House,  and  he  (Mr.  Tanner)  supported  him  vtiy 
strongly,  and  he  had  not  a  single  word  be 
said  on  that  occasion  to  modify.  The  words  of 
the  Premier  on  tbe  18th  August  last  year  weie 
these:    **He  hoped  that  next  aeesion,  when 
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they  met,  the  honourable  member  would  say 
•there  bad  been  an  improvement,"  and  that 
^'he  would  try  and  see  that  it  was  done." 
It  was  now  about  tenfold  worse  in  the  Ohrist- 
oharch  District  than  even  it  was  last  year. 
That  was  his  experience  of  it.  He  had 
ae^er  been  called  to  a  conference  of  friendly 
societies  representing  thirteen  hundred  men 
but  once ;  bnt  a  few  days  before  he  came  to  the 
House  he  was  so  invited,  and  the  feelings  of 
•exasperation  expressed  by  these  men  were  so 
strong  that  they  said,  all  their  remonstrances 
having  failed,  nothing  would  move  the  Govern- 
ment short  of  a  moral  earthquake. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  is  their  grieyance? 

Mr.  TANNER  said  it  was  a  grievance  the 
Premier  had  promised  to  redress  twelve  months 
4igo,  and  never  yet  attempted  to  touch.  The 
^ievanoe  was  that  members  sent  up  rules  to 
be  registered  which  were  played  with,  toyed, 
And  fooled  with  until  the  senders  or  applicants 
lost  all  patience. 

Mr.  KELLY,  speaking  as  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Oddfellows,  said  that 
undoubtedly  a  very  strong  feeling  prevails  such 
■as  that  represented  by  the  honourable  member 
-for  Avon.  Friendly  societies  in  the  south  at 
the  present  time  were  in  a  state  of  rebellion 
"between  the  Registrar  and  the  Revising  Bar- 
rister. Mr.  Mason  always  evinced  a  greafc 
•desire  to  meet  members  of  these  societies  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  and  he  did  not  know 
that  the  blame  rested  with  him  altogether. 
In  the  Middle  Island  the  dissatisfaction  had 
reached  almost  to  the  point  of  rebellion.  He 
thought  this  was  a  matter  which  the  Premier 
ought  to  look  into  very  speedily,  so  as  to  allay 
-the  bad  feeling  which  existed. 

Mr.  SLIGO  said  that  the  trouble  rested  not 
with  the  Registrar  but  with  the  Revising  Bar- 
rister. The  Reffistrar's  duty  was  to  collect  the 
information  and  have  it  published  for  the  in- 
formation of  honourable  members  and  the 
■colony  generally.  That  information  enabled 
people  to  see  which  were  the  most  solvent 
friendly  societies,  and  societies  that  would  be 
lasting  and  able  to  meet  their  obligations. 
What  had  been  said  in  reference  to  the  delay 
in  the  rules  was  only  too  true,  too  much  called 
for.  One  leading  society  in  the  colony  had 
been  attempting  to  pass  a  code  of  rules  for 
.about  four  years  past,  and  had  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded, notwithstanding  they  were  advised  by 
eminent  counsel  that  the  rules  were  consistent 
with  law.  He  had  had  some  work  to  do  with 
the  Revising  Barrister,  and  in  many  cases  the 
objections  he  raised  amounted  to  little  more 
than  objections  referring  to  crossing  of  **  t  "s, 
and  dosting  of  "  i  "s.  The  Revising  Bar- 
Krister  sometimes  passed  rules  contradictory  to 
•each  other.  It  was  a  shame  and  a  scandal 
that  men  who  contributed  money  for  the  relief 
of  others  and  themselves  in  sickness  and  at 
-time  of  death  should  be  driven  to  contemplate 
the  dissipation  of  their  funds  by  being  driven 
to  law  with  regard  to  the  registration  of  their 
«ale8.  Nmnbers  of  societies  had  had  the  best 
legal  opinion  in  the  colony  as  to  whether  their 
ornles  were  consistent  with  the  law  er  not. 


and  they  had  been  advised  that  they  were 
framed  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
the  land ;  and  yet  the  Revising  Barrister  of 
friendly  societies  objected  to  pass  them,  and 
meddled  with  things  with  which  the  law  gave 
him  no  power  to  interfere.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  was  that  that  gentleman  did  not  see 
that  his  sole  duty  was  to  see  that  the  rules  of 
friendly  societies  were  consistent  with  the  law, 
and  he  insisted  on  making  the  rules,  and  said 
he  knew  better  how  to  make  the  rules  than  the 
members  themselves.  The  members  of  societies 
objected  to  that  attitude,  and  said  they  knew 
better  than  the  Revising  Barrister  what  should 
be  in  their  rules.  He  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  members  of  the  House  would 
take  notice  of  what  was  being  done  in  this 
respect.  It  was  simply  a  fact  that  societies  all 
over  the  colony  were  in  a  state  of  actual 
rebellion  in  connection  with  the  registration  of 
their  rules. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that,  although  he  was  not  a 
member  of  a  friendly  society,  he  knew  that 
since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  House  he 
had  been  approached  by  members  of  a  good 
many  different  organizations,  and  he  knew  no  • 
set  of  men  who  appeared  to  be  labouring  under 
a  stronger  sense  of  wrong  and  injustice  than 
were  members  of  friendly  societies.  From  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr. 
Sligo,  had  said,  it  would  appear  that  the  fault 
was  with  the  Revising  Barrister.  He  would 
support  very  heartily  any  amendment  which 
would  affirm  his  opinion  that  some  very  radical 
change  was  required. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said,  although  the  Premier 
had  made  a  very  elaborate  reply  it  was  not  a 
reply  at  all  satisfactory  to  any  members  of 
friendly  societies  in  the  Chamber.  The  Pre- 
mier had  no  doubt  been  furnished  with  a  de- 
partmentel  paper,  and  had  read  it  to  them.  His 
experience  in  connection  with  the  Registrar  had 
certainly  not  been  of  a  very  happy  description. 
He  must  say  this  in  justice  to  Mr.  Mason  :  that 
he  had  always  been  received  in  a  most  courteous 
and  gentlemanly  manner  whenever  he  had  in- 
terviewed him  in  regard  to  friendly  society 
matters.  AP  bough  a  lot  of  delay  and  red-tape 
occurred  in  this  office,  he  had  not  the  slight- 
est fault  to  find  with  the  officers*  manner. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  had  said  that  most  of  the  Druids 
and  Foresters*  Lodges  were  bankrupt.  He  chal- 
lenged the  honourable  member  to  mention  one 
society  from  the  North  Cape  to  the  Bluff  which 
had  not  been  able  to  meet  ito  engagemento. 
He  might  mention  that  the  societies  here  did 
not  get  the  balance  which  stood  to  the  credit 
of  their  funeral  fund  in  the  books  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  Melbourne  until  after  three  years.  It 
was  hardly  fair  to  compare  the  Druids'  society 
with  other  societies,  because  the  funeral  fund  of 
the  Druids  was  held  outside  the  colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  if  his  statement  about  the 
Druids  was  incorrect  to  the  extent  that  the 
funeral  fund  was  not  held  in  the  colony,  the 
returns  published  by  the  Registrar  were  to 
blame.  The  returns  for  1896  showed  that  oat 
of  forty-six  lodges  forty-five  were  insolvent,  and 
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ODly  one  w^  soWeufe.  Those  sooieties  were 
now  apparently  trying  to  remedy  what  had  been 
pointed  out  to  them  year  after  year  as  being 
their  serious  fault.  He  believed  that  a  large 
number  of  the  alleged  defioiencies  of  various 
societies  were  not  real  deficiencies.  The 
valuations  of  friendly  societies'  funds  in  this 
oolony  were  still  based  on  the  mortality 
experiences  of  the  Old  Country.  We  did 
not  get  credit  for  our  superior  climate  and 
its  effects.  Then,  we  took  a  4-per-ceat.  rate  of 
interest  as  the  basis  for  valuing  the  funds  of 
our  societies.  As  to  the  delays  complained  of, 
he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  the  principal 
fault  lay  with  the  Revising  Barrister,  but  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  against  the  Regis- 
trar. Most  people  did  not  discriminate  be- 
tween the  Revising  Barrister  and  the  Registrar. 
The  fault  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Revising  Barrister  was  one  of  the  Grown 
Law  Officers.  -  Gould  they  expect  a  gentleman 
occupying  that  position  to  give  the  time  and 
attention  necessary  to  friendly  society  ques- 
tions? The  work  should  be  given  to  a  legal 
gentleman  who  was  not  in  the  position  of  a 
.  Grown  Law  Officer.  He  hoped  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  would  cause  the 
Premier  to  give  a  little  more  attention  to 
this  department. 

Mr.  MORRISON  felt  sure  that  if  the  Revising 
Barrister  was  instructed  that  he  was  at  liberty, 
or  that  it  was  part  of  his  duty,  to  suggest  how 
the  rules  could  be  altered,  the  result  would  be 
that  when  they  went  back  to  the  secretary  and 
were  placed  before  the  lodge  the  alterations 
would  be  made.  That,  he  believed,  would  do 
away  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  that  had 
existed. 

Mr.  TANNER  thought  the  Premier  had  too 
much  to  do  and  had  very  likely  overlooked  this 
matter  altogether  ;  in  any  case  his  efforts  had 
not  been  productive  of  much  good.  He  hoped 
that  something  effective  would  be  done  without 
much  delay.  The  friendly  societies  in  Wel- 
lington had,  he  believed,  formed  a  vigilance 
committee,  which  step  he  believed  to  be  largely 
due  to  the  tyranny  exercised  by  this  irre- 
sponsible officer.  The  question  was  one  which 
not  only  affected  friendly  societies  but  cog- 
nate societies  such  as  trskdes-unions,  and  indus- 
trial and  co-operative  associations  which  were 
registered  under  the  Act  of  1877.  He  believed 
that  among  the  manifold  causes  which  had  led 
to  the  displacement  of  Government  supporters, 
and  the  return  of  other  honourable  members 
for  the  Gity  of  Ghristchurch,  the  matter  which 
had  been  discussed  that  evening  was  a  per- 
ceptible factor. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  moved  that  progress 
be  reported. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Gommittee  not  to 
agree  to  reporting  progress.  No  good  would  be 
served  by  an  adjournment,  as  all  the  informa- 
tion that  would  throw  light  on  the  subject  had 
been  given.  As  he  had  said  last  year,  he  hoped 
there  would  be  a  change  for  the  better.  It 
seemed  to  him  there  had  been  none,  and  that 
he  must  go  back  and  deal  with  the  matter. 
Mr.  Taylor 


He  was  sorry  there  should  be  saoh  a  oonaeiunis 
of  opinion  that  this  officer  had  been  exeroisiiic 
his  power  in  an  arbitrary  wav.  Mr.  Reid  had 
always  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  caieful 
officer,  and  his  explanation  had  been  to  him 
that  it  was  the  law  which  stood  in  the  way.  If 
that  was  so,  then  it  might  be  necessary  to  sse 
how  to  alter  it.  So  far  as  the  salary  was  ooo- 
cemed,  of  course  that  must  go  on.  He  would 
look  into  the  matter  again,  and  see  whathsr 
they  oould  not  have  a  change,  and  have  mattas 
work  harmoniously.  He  must  get  at  the  cause, 
and,  if  it  was  the  fault  of  the  law,  the  law  most, 
be  altered. 

The   Gommittee   divided  on    the    qaestioD. 
"  That  progress  be  reported." 
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Stout.  Hogg. 

Majority  against,  22. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The    Gommittee    divided   on    the  question,. 
"  That  the  item,  *  Registrar  and  Actuary,  £850, 
be  reduced  by  £1," 
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Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Allen,  J.  Steward 

Stout.  Hogg. 

Majority  against,  27. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £1,140,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Land-  and  Income-tax  Department, 
JB7,860,  agreed  to. 

Treasury :  Misoellaneous  Services,  £8,702. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  would  like  to  point  out  that 
there  was  one  item  under  this  vote,  that  of 
'*  Salary  of  Registrar  of  Consols,  £50,"  to  which 
strong  objection  should  be  taken.  The  officer 
to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  pay  this  was  par- 
ticularly well  paid  at  present,  and  they  were 
not  justified  in  throwing  £50  a  year  into  the 
hands  of  an  officer  who  did  not  earn  5s.  in 
respect  of  this  work. 

Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  say  that  they  were 
not  increasing  the  salary  of  this  officer,  Mr. 
Heywood,  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  he  had 
received  this  salary  before.  He  was  bound  to 
say  this:  The  complaint, had  been  made  that 
they  did  not  pay  proper  salaries  to  the  heads 
of  Uie  departments,  and,  as  to  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  there  was  no  more  care- 
ful or  efficient  officer  in  the  employ  of  the 
colony.  That  officer  had,  in  respect  of  his 
c»reful  watchmg  over  of  our  finance  and  finan- 
cial arrangements,  saved  the  colony  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  pounds.  The  salary 
he  was  receiving  was  less  than  was  paid 
years  ago,  when  there  was  nothing  like  the 
same  amount  of  work  and  care  necessary, 
and  under  the  altered  condition  of  affairs  it 
required  a  man  to  be  most  capable  and  most 
painstaking.  There  was  not  an  officer  in  the 
Service  upon  whom  an  attack  in  connection 
with  the  emoluments  he  received  was  less 
deserved  than  in  this  cckse.  He  knew  the  work 
that  this  officer  did,  and  the  savings  he  effected, 
and  he  could  say  he  deserved  the  salary  he  re- 
ceived ;  indeed,  he  would  say  chat  the  officer 
was  underpaid.  Other  officers  occupying  high 
positions  in  the  Service  were  also  underpaid ; 
yet  a  complaint  was  made  against  the  Govern- 
ment when  these  officers  left  the  Service  to 
better  their  positions. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  the  salary  of  the  officer— 
who  managed  the  whole  of  their  financial  busi- 
neaa — was  small  when  compared  with  the 
income  of  men  in  the  leading  mercantile  firms, 
who  had  less  responsibility  ;  it  was  20  or  25  per 
cent.  less. 

The  Committee  divided. 
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Flatman 

Massey 
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Millar 

Symes 
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Morrison 
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Allen,  J 

. 
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Stout. 

Hogg. 

Majority  against,  24. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  PIRANI  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
item,  **  Expenses  attending  the  annual  drawing 
of  debentures  issued  under  *  The  Consolidated 
Loan  Act,  1867,'  £250.'*    Did  it  go  on  for  ever  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  a  recurring  ex* 
pense. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  what  was  meant  by  the 
£300  set  down  for  preparation  of  new  Govern- 
ment code. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  old  code  was  too  well 
known,  and  a  new  one  was  necessary.  A  clerk 
had  been  engaged  for  over  eighteen  months  in 
preparing  one,  and  doing  nothing  else.  As  to 
another  question,  he  might  say  that  ten  years 
ago  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  got  £850  a 
year,  or  £100  more  than  they  were  asking  for 
him  to-day,  and  his  work  had  doubled. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  whether  the 
£800  paid  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel  as  trustee  of  the 
sinking  fund  of  the  loan  of  1863,  and  agent 
under  *'  The  Lost  Debentures  Act,  1886,"  could 
not  be  saved  by  getting  the  Agent-General  to 
do  the  work.  He  noticed  they  had  two  agents : 
who  was  the  other  one  ?  Then,  the  Registrar 
of  Consols'  salary  was  put  down  at  £50  ;  but  it 
was  not  stated  that  he  also  received  a  salary  of 
£700  as  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  The  Con- 
sols Account  was  a  comparatively  small  one, 
and  the  book-keeping  in  connection  with  it 
could  be  done  by  any  clerk  of  the  Treasury. 
He  believed  they  might  close  this  Consols  Ac- 
count now  altogether.  The  purpose  for  which 
it  was  instituted  had  passed  away.  What  were 
the  "Other  expenses"  for  which  £100  was 
set  down  ?  He  also  wished  to  know  whether 
we  had  any  Financial  Adviser  at  all  now.  A 
sum  was  set  down  last  year  for  such  an  Adviser 
but  there  appeared  to  be  none  this  year.  Some 
of  the  Australian  Colonies  had  no  financial  ad- 
visers. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that,  as  an  indication  that 
the  House  objected  to  this  Consols  Account 
going  any  further,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the 
item,  "  Registrar  of  Consols,  £50." 

The  Committee  divided. 
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LBGISLATIVB    COUNCIL. 

Wednesday f  3rd  November,  1897. 

First  Reading— Lioensing  Committeeft— Baakof  Nev 
Zealand  Officers'  Quarantee  and  ProTident  Fund 
—The  Premier  and  the  Council— Bank  of  Nev 
Zealand  and  Assete  Board  Balance-sheets. 


The  Hon.   the  Spbakvr 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 


took  the  chair  at 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Allen,  J.  Steward 

Stont.  Hogg. 

Majority  against,  24. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  B.  McKENZIB  wished  to  know,  with 
reference  to  the  item,  '*  Fee  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel," 
tt  cetera,  how  it  was  that  the  amount  was  re- 
duced by  £100  from  the  amount  that  used  to  be 
paid  to  Sir  Penrose  Julyan  for  the  same  work. 
He  thought  it  was  understood  that  the  same 
amount  should  be  continued  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel. 
Mr.  BROWN  asked  what  was  the  meaning 
of  the  item  "  Subsidy :  Waitaki  County,  £965." 
Mr.    TANNER    asked    what    the    item    of 
**  Stamp  duty  "  on  people's  claims  was  for. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  under  the  People's 
Claims  Registration  Act  the  affidavits  had  to  be 
stamped,  and,  as  the  old  people  could  not  find  this 
duty,  the  Government  had  to  meet  the  matter. 
Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  meaning  of  the 
item  for  £965.  He  did  not  know  why  the 
Waitaki  County  Council  wu  singled  out  for 
special  treatment  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  u  to  the  question  of  the 
drawing  of  debentures,  the  commissions  on 
these  drawings  amounted  to  £213  during  the 
six  years  to  run  before  the  drawing  ceased. 
This  was  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements 
regarding  loans,  and  thera  was  no  stopping  it. 
With  regard  to  the  vote  for  Sir  Julius  Vogel, 
he  told  the  House  that  the  Government  intended 
to  pay  the  money  that  was  formerly  paid  to  Sir 
Penrose  Julyan  to  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  At  least, 
he  stated  they  intended  to  make  the  change, 
and  it  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  House. 
He  considered  it  a  standing  blot  on  the  country 
that  one  who  had  done  so  much  for  New  Zea- 
land should  be  treated  as  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had 
been.  The  amount  was  reduced  to  £800  because 
the  services  were  not  so  great  as  those  rendered 
by  Sir  Penrose  Julyan.  Then,  as  to  the  sub- 
sidies paid  to  counties,  it  seemed  that  as  the 
law  stood  the  Road  Boards  took  the  same  posi- 
tions as  the  counties.  Where  there  was  a  Road 
Board  and  a  county  and  the  Road  Board  had 
not  drawn,  then  the  Road  Board  still  existed, 
and,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  of  the  Road 
Board  being  there,  the  subsidies  would  be  paid 
to  the  counties. 
Vote,  £8,702,  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  five  o'clock  a.m. 


FIRST  READING. 
Invercargill  Racecourse  Trustees  Empower- 
ing BUI. 

LICENSING  COMMITTEES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Education,  If  the   Government  will  bring  in 
legislation  this  session  to  reduce  the  quorum 
required   on  Licensing  Committees;  and  also 
to  allow  conditional  licenses  to  be  issued  on 
the  certificate  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee insteaid  of  the  present  unworkable  sys- 
tem?   He  would  point  out  to   the  Minister 
that  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  was  caused 
to  the  Licensing  Committees  throughout  the 
colony  in  consequence  of  Parliament  having 
reduced  the  number  of  members  of  Licensing 
Committees  from  eight  and  the  Magistrate  to 
five  and  the  Magistrate,  while  the  quorum  still 
remained  five.   The  result  was  that,  should  one 
of  the  members  be  absent  through  illness  or 
any  other  cause,   and   the  Magistrate    being 
often  unable  to  attend,  the  whole   of  the  li- 
censes of  the  district  would  lapse  at  the  annual 
meeting  through  a  quorum  not  being  present. 
No  doubt  it  was  entirely  an  oversight  of  the 
Legislature  when  it  reduced  the  number  from 
nine  to  six  that  it  did  not  reduce  the  quorum. 
The  other  point  was  that  it  took  two  members 
of  a  Licensing  Committee  and  the  Chairman 
to  meet  together  to  grant  a  permit  for  a  oondi- 
tional  license,  or  anything  of  that  kind ;  and 
in  his  district  they  had  to  travel  eighty  miles 
in  order  to  meet  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  in 
Napier,  to  get  a  grant  for  a  conditional  license. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  the 
Government  recognised  the  position  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  just  set  forth  ;  but 
it  was  impossible  to  promise  that  any  measure 
would  be  brought  in  this  session  to  deal  with 
the  licensing  question.    Meanwhile,  he  could 
only  assure   the  honourable  gentleman  that 
the  Government  was  aware  of  the  diffioultr, 
and  at  the  esirliest  possible  opportunity  would 
endeavour  to  remedy  it. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  OFPICKBS* 
GUARANTEE  AND  PROVIDENT  FUND. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BON  aR  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  it  is  their  intention  to  introduce  a 
measure  this  session  to  deal  with  the  "  extra^ 
ordinary  state  of  things  "  stated  by  the  report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Private  Benefit 
Societies  to  exist  in  connection  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zealand  Officers*  Guarantee  and  Piovi- 
dent  Fund?  The  first  time  this  matter  was 
brought  under  his  notice  was  in  oonneotioD 
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with  the  Banking  Committee.  He  fonnd  the 
following  statement  in  the  report  of  that  Com- 
mittee:— 

'*  That,  as  the  position  of  the  Officers*  Gua- 
rantee and  Provident  Association  was  not  in 
the  order  of  reference,  the  Committee  has  not 
called  evidence  or  inquired  into  the  position 
of  the  fund,  or  the  rules  and  conditions  under 
which  pensions  are  granted ;  but  it  desires  to 
express  an  opinion  that  the  whole  question 
regiiiree  careful  investigation  by  the  Directors 
and  the  Government." 

Following  upon  that,  and  he  supposed  partly 
in  consequence  of  that  resolution,  the  Govern- 
ment appointed  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  whole  of  the  regulations 
regarding  private  benefit  societies ;  and  on  re- 
ferring to  the  report  of  that  Commission,  he 
found  this : — 

"Your  Commissioners  have  now  to  report 
upon  certain  provident  societies  established  in 
connection  with  banking  corporations  trading 
within  the  colony.  As  will  be  seen  in  another 
part  of  their  report,  nearly  all  the  banks  doing 
bnainess  in  New  Zealand  have  a  fund  of  this 
nature,  to  which  the  officers  are  compelled  to 
contribute.  Elsewhere  the  details  are  sup- 
plied, more  particularly  in  the  evidence  ap- 
pended to  this  report.  Your  Commissioners 
do  not  consider  that  it  falls  within  their  func- 
tions to  make  recommendations  as  regards 
those  institutions  the  head-quarters  of  which 
are  not  in  New  Zealand ;  but,  as  regards  the 
provident  society  connected  with  the  Bank  of 
iTew  Zealand,  they  feel  it  incumbent  upon 
them  to  make  strong  representations.  In  this 
bank  there  is  an  extraorainary  state  of  things. 
The  provident  fund  shows  a  total  (in  round 
figures)  of  £135,000,  of  which  only  £25,000  has 
been  contributed  by  the  bank  itself ;  and,  allow- 
ing £10,000  as  accrued  interest,  there  remains 
a  balance  of  £100,000,  which  represents  en- 
forced deductions  from  the  salaries  of  officers. 
Those  officers  are  promised  pensions  on  attain- 
ing the  age  of  sixty  ;  but  it  would  appear  that 
theee  promised  allowances  have  been  calcu- 
lated on  a  basis  of  expected  interest  from  in- 
vestments at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent. ;  and  that, 
the  value  of  money  having  since  fallen,  that 
basis  is  unsound;  and  that  the  anticipated 
pensions  must  therefore  be,  emd,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  have  been  already*  on  this  ground  re- 
duced. Further,  that  there  is  no  surrender 
value  attached  to  this  fund  ;  and  that  therefore, 
while  one  employ^  who  has  reached  the  age  of 
sixty  may  secure  his  pension  (at  a  reduced 
figure,  perhaps),  on  his  retirement,  notwith- 
standing that  he  may  have  contributed  for 
only  a  few  years  to  the  fund,  another  who  dies 
at  fifty-nine  years,  and  may  have  contributed 
many  years  longer  than  the  former,  has  no 
interest  whatever  to  leave  to  his  representa- 
tives." 

Further  down  they  also  state : — 

"  It  is  quite  clear  that  the  large  majority  of 
the  officers  of  the  bank  have  no  reasonable 
expectation  of  participating  in  the  benefits  of  a 
fund  to  which  they  are  compelled  to  contribute, 
and  it  is  beyond  question  that  at  least  90  per 


cent,  of  them  regard  the  present  state  of  thiqgs 
as  a  grievous  injustice,  and  desire  theCb  Parlia^ 
ment  should  provide  some  remedy." 

Without  troubling  the  Council  with  further 
extracts,  he  would  just  like  to  read  one  or  two 
lines  in  connection  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Commissioners  :— 

**Your  Commissioners  leave  to  the  con- 
sideration of  your  £xoellencv*8  Advisers  as  to 
whether  the  fund  should  be  absolutely  ter- 
minated or  remodelled;  but,  in  the  event  of 
the  first  alternative  being  chosen,  they  respect* 
fully  submit  for  consideration  the  suggestion 
that  all  who  have  contributed  to  the  creation 
of  the  fund,  or,  at  any  rate,  all  who  have  so 
contributed  for  a  period  of,  say,  five  years  or 
more,  should  be  entitled  to  participate  in  such 
distribution  pro  rata  of  their  contributions, 
whether  or  not  such  persons  be  or  be  not  now 
actually  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  bank." 

He  did  not  propose  to  follow  this  farther  at 
the  present  time,  but  thought  he  had  read  quite 
sufficient  to  show  the  importance  of  this  matter 
being  dealt  with.  He  knew  that  a  very  strong 
feeling  existed  amongst  the  employes  of  the 
bank  that  an  injustice  was  being  done  to  them, 
and  that  they  had  not  received  proper  and  fair 
consideration.  That  was  his  reason  for  asking 
the  Government  whether  they  would  take  steps 
to  promote  legislation  during  the  present  ses- 
sion to  put  this  matter  right.  He  thought  the 
Council  would  agree  that  it  was  well  worthy 
the  most  careful  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  replied  that 
the  matter  was  receiving  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  and  he  trusted  that 
a  Bill  would  be  submitted  to  Psirliament  this 
session  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

THE  PREMIER  AND  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir,  the  motion 
which  I  have  put  upon  the  Order  Paper  is  not 
conceived  in  any  hostile  spirit  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  felt  that  such  a  challenge 
as,  according  to  the  report  on  the  Order  Paper, 
has  been  thrown  down  by  the  Premier  to  this 
Council  should  in  some  way  be  taken  notice  of, 
and  that  the  Council  should  take  care  to  vindi- 
cate its  honour  in  the  matter.  I  have  brought 
the  matter  forward  in  the  shape  of  a  motion  in 
order  that  there  might  be  an  opportunity  for 
honourable  gentlemen  who  know  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  to  speak  on  the  matter,  and 
also  for  the  Government — if  there  has  been  any 
misinterpretation  or  misconception — to  repu- 
diate the  language  which  has  been  put  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Premier.  I  have  spoken  to  many 
members  of  this  Council  on  the  subject,  and  as 
far  as  I  can  gather  none  of  them  understand 
at  all  what  the  accusation  means.  It  is  clearly 
the  duty  of  the  Council  to  obtain  what  infor- 
mation they  can  upon  the  subject,  and  to  invite 
the  Government  to  explain,  so  far  as  they  can, 
what  this  paragraph  means,  because  it  has 
gone  uncontradicted  through  the  country,  and 
has  been  commented  upon  from  one  end  of 
New  Zealand  to  the  other. 
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Motion  made,  and  qaestion  proposed,  "  That 
whereas '  the  following  etatement  wa$  ptib- 
Viehed  in  the  New  Zealand  Times  of  the 
26th  October  last :  *  Addreesing  a  Maori  deputa- 
tion yesterday  the  Premier  said  he  would  give 
one  instance  to  show  how  matters  had  been 
worked  in  connection  with  Native  transactions 
in  the  past.  In  1896  a  Land  Bill  was  before 
the  LegislaHve  Council^  and  some  one  got  hold 
of  one  of  the  members  and  pointed  out  to  him 
what  a  great  benefit  to  the  Natives  it  would  be  if 
one  word  were  inserted  after  the  word  **  lease  *'  in 
a  certain  clause.  The  BUI  came  back  from  the 
revisory  Chamber,  and  he  (the  Premier)  was 
informed  that  there  were  none  but  technical 
amendments  made  in  the  Bill.  It  was  not  until 
after  the  Bill  had  become  law  that  he  discovered 
the  addition  of  the  word,  and  that  its  effect  would 
be  that  80,000  a^^es  of  land  would  go  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  old  Maoris  who  had  signed 
certain  papers.  He  felt  sure  that  when  this  trans- 
action was  exposed  in  Parliament  justice  would 
be  done  to  the  Natives,  and  punishment  would 
be  inflicted  on  those  who  would  so  use  Parlia- 
ment for  their  own  purposes.  If  he  had  noticed 
it  he  would  have  blocked  it,  but  he  had  trusted 
to  the  revisory  Chamber ;  and  it  v>as  there  the 
wrong  had  beeti  done  in  the  past,  and  where 
wrong  would  be  done  <igain,  because  in  thai  Cham- 
ber they  were  in  favour  of  free- trade  in  Native 
lands.  He  would  point  this  out :  that  they  must 
have  in  the  Legislative  Council  those  who  would 
work  in  unison  with  them.  If  the  Maori  mem- 
bers in  the  Legislative  Council  had  knovm  of  the 
presence  of  the  amendment  to  which  he  had  just 
referred  it  would  never  have  been  carried.  It 
was  done  so  nicely  and  calmly  that  it  was  taken 
as  a  matter  of  form,  but  it  was  a  lesson  to  teach 
them  that  they  must  be  more  careful  tn  future  '  ; 
And  whereas  such  a  statement  reflects  on  the 
honour  of  this  Council,  it  is  expedient  that  the 
Government  should  be  asked  whether  tJie  report 
as  published  is  a  correct  report  of  the  Premier's 
remarks  on  the  occasion  referred  to. — (Hon.  Mr. 

BOWKN.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— If  honour- 
able members  will  look  up,  or  have  noticed, 
this  morning's  paper  they  will  see  that  the 
Premier  has  already  contradicted  the  accuracy 
of  this  paragraph,  and  I  can  only  repeat  that 
he  does  not  admit  in  any  way  the  accuracy 
of  this  report.  Certain  facts  are  stated,  and, 
I  believe,  those  facts  are  undoubted — namely, 
that  an  amendment  was  introduced  in  this 
Council  when  the  Bill  was  passing  through 
which  had  a  detrimental  effect  on  some  deal- 
ings with  Maori  lands.  As  far  as  I  myself 
remember,  when  that  amendment  was  pro- 
posed the  official  representative  of  the  depart- 
ment dealing  with  the  question  was  at  my 
elbow,  and  assured  me  that  it  was  perfectly 
safe  to  allow  that  amendment  to  be  proposed. 
The  same  advice  was  given  in  another  place 
when  the  amendments  made  in  the  Bill  were 
considered,  and  subsequently  this  was  one  of 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Council  agreed 
to  after  conference.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier, I  believe,  was  perfectly  correctly  reported 
in  saying  that  the  addition  of  these  words  have 
Hon,  Mr.  Bowen 


had  a  very  detrimental  ei!ect  on  oertun  deal- 
ings in  Maori  lands  in  the  interest  of  the 
Maori  people ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man said  yesterday  in  another  place,  and  I 
repeat  it,  that  he  has  not  been  correctly  re- 
ported Gks  regards  what  appears  on  the  Order 
Paper  to-day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH.— As  I  was  the  Gonn- 
cillor  who  moved  the  amendment  to  the  Native 
Land  Bill  lut  session,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Council  will  bear  with  me  when  I  make  an 
explanation  of  the  matter.  And  I  may  at  once 
say  that  I  join  issue  with  my  friend  the  llinis- 
ter  of  Education  in  saying  that  the  amend- 
ment had  a  detrimental  effect,  for  it  will  have 
no  detrimental  effect.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  the  question  raised  that  it  has  had 
any,  or  will  have  any,  detrimental  effeot.  I 
may  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  I  am 
aware  that  at  present  there  is  only  one  case 
before  the  Courts  to  which  this  amendment 
applies,  and  as  the  Court  has  not  yet  dealt 
with  that  case,  and  proved  whether  it  has  uiy 
detrimental  effect  or  not,  I  think  it  is  unwise 
for  any  of  us  to  say  it  has  had  that  effeot  until 
the  Court  has  decided  the  question.  I  think 
we  might  say  that  that  point  is  in  suepense. 
How  I  came  to  move  the  amendment  was  this: 
A  gentleman  who  has  had  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
perience in  Native  affairs  waited  apon  me 
during  the  passing  of  the  Native  Land  Bill 
of  last  session  and  pointed  out  what  he  thought 
was  an  omission  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Native  legislation,  and  that  was  the  omission 
of  this  word  "mortgage";  and  if  we  torn  to 
the  Act  which  this  clause  amends,  the  clause 
reads  : — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  render 
nugatory  any  power  of  sale  in  any  gristing 
mortgage,  or"  under  any  existing  decree,  judg- 
ment, or  charging  order,  or  prevent  the  comple- 
tion of  any  existing  contract  for  the  sale,  lease, 
or  purchase  of  land,  but  the  same  shall  have 
effect  as  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed." 

Well,  it  had  been  pointed  oat  that  when  the 
question  came  before  the  Court  there  was  a 
slight  chance  of  the  Court  ruling  that,  as  the 
word  "  mortgage"  was  not  put  in,  the  qaestion 
of  an  agreement  to  mortgage  might  be  thrown 
out,  although  the  Act  of  1895  almost  made  the 
thing  clear  without  my  amendment.  This  is 
what  section  11  of  '*  The  Native  Land  Laws 
Amendment  Act,  1895,'*  says : — 

"  Nothing  in  the  Act  contained  shall  operate 
to  defeat  or  prejudice  any  right  or  remedy 
which,  but  for  the  passing  of  the  Act,  any  per- 
son might  or  would  have  against  land  owned 
by  a  Native  in  respect  of  any  debt  or  liability 
incurred  by  such  Native  prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  but  such  right  or  remedy  may  be 
exercised  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the 
Act  had  not  been  passed."  ^ 

.  Therefore  the  only  qaestion  was  this :  whe- 
ther the  addition  of  that  word  would  make 
the  law  clearer;  and  that  was  the  only  effeot 
of  my  amendment.  I  am  advised  to  that  effect. 
It  did  not  alter  the  law  at  all.  That  was  ths 
opinion  of  the  Advisers  of  the  Government,  •• 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  Minister  of  Eda- 
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oation.    On  that  I  proposed  the  amendment, 
and  I  may  say  to  the  Ooonoil  that  I  knew  of  no 
case  it  would  affect,  either  good,  bad,  or  indiffer- 
ent.   I  have  no  Native  mortgage  myself,  and 
never  had  one.    It  was  solely  in  the  public 
interest,  to  make  the  law  clear,  that  I  moved 
the  amendment ;  emd  I  consider  I  was  quite 
within    my    rights    in    doing  so.     When  the 
amendment  came  before   the   Council  it  was 
passed  unanimously  ;  there  was  no  division.     I 
brought  it  in  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives, 
nor  in  the  interests  of  any  persons  whatever ; 
and  I  say  the  real  effect  was  to  make  the  law 
perfectly  clear,  and  to  prevent  a  question  being 
raised  as  to  whether  people  who  had  advanced 
money  uuder  the  law  as  it  then  stood  on  an 
agreement  to  mortgage  were  entitled  to  have 
that  agreement  carried  out.     I  have  an  old- 
fashioned  idea  that  people — Natives  or  others — 
who  have  accepted  money  under  an  agreement 
^ould  have  that  agreement  carried  out ;  and  if 
there  was  any  technical  point  that  prevented 
the  intention  of  the  Act  being  given  effect  to, 
it  was  a  proper  thing  on  the  part  of  myself  or 
any  one  else  to  have  it  put  right.      As  the 
Coanoil  is  aware,   there   were   a    number  of 
amendments  in  the  Native  Land  Bill  of  last  ses- 
sion, and  the  measure  was  sent  back  to  another 
Chamber.     The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  there 
objected  to  the  whole  of  the  amendments,  and 
I  have  no  doubt,  from  what  the  Minister  of 
Education  says  to-day,  that  the  whole  of  those 
amendments  were,  as  a  matter  of  form,  remitted 
to  the  head  of  the  Native  Department,  the 
Chief  Judge.     I  believe  it  is  always  done  in 
these  cases.     And  that  officer  then  would  have 
said  whether  or  not  the  amendment  was  a 
proper  one.    At  all  events,  a  Conference  of  both 
Houses    was  held,  the  representatives  of  this 
Chamber  being  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  T.   Kelly,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennings; 
while   the  Premier,  the  Native  Adviser,  and 
others  represented  the  other  House.     The  Con- 
ference agreed  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
then   considered  by  both    Houses,  and    they 
agreed  to  it;    therefore  if  there  is  any  fault 
at  all   it  is  the  fault  of  all  the  members  of 
both  Houses  as  much  as  it  is  mine.    I  must 
say  that  it  is  a  new  thing  in  my  long  experi- 
ence   of    politics    that  a  member  should   be 
accused,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  motion  with  a  certain  object 
when  he  is  simply  doing  his  duty.     I  think. 
Sir,  it  was  a  great  mistake  that  the  matter 
was  brought  up  at  all ;  and,  to  my  mind,  it 
is   a  question   for   the    Council    whether    its 
privileges    have    not    been    infringed    by    a 
member     of     another     Chamber     asking     a 
question  as  to  what  member  of  this  Cham- 
ber moved  a  certain  amendment.    In  reply 
to  that,    my  name  was  given;   and  I  main- 
tain  the   Premier  had  no  right  in  his  reply 
to  pick  out  a  member  of  this  Council  and  say 
whether  he  moved  an  amendment  or  not.     I 
maintain  that  I  would  have  as  much  right  to 
put  a  question  on  our  Order  Paper  asking  why 
a  member  of  the  other  House  some  time  back 
moved  certain  amendments.    But  I  think  we 
must  admit  that  that  is  not  a  proper  thing  to 


do.  I  hope,  Sir,  the  result  of  this  debate  will 
be  that  in  future  we  shall  not  see  members  of 
this  Council  picked  out  and  attacked  as  I  have 
been.  The  matter  has  been  brought  before  the 
other  Chamber,  it  has  been  telegraphed  all  over 
the  colony  without  an  explanation,  and  natu- 
rally the  public  might  think  some  injury  has 
been  done.  Now,  the  only  thing  that  was  done 
by  the  amendment,  as  I  have  said,  was  to 
make  it  clear  that  people  who  had  borrowed 
money  under  the  law  were  liable  to  repay  it 
under  their  agreements.  I  am  certain  that 
no  member  of  the  Council  will  say  that  any 
injury  was  contained  in  that,  and  I  hope.  Sir, 
the  Council  will  be  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion I  have  given.  I  had  no  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  I  knew  of  no  case  at  the  time  that 
would  be  affected.  It  has  been  stated  that  I 
was  deceived  in  the  matter ;  but  I  do  not  think, 
seeing  the  experience  I  have  had  as  a  legis- 
lator, that  any  gentleman  would  come  to  me 
and  attempt  to  deceive  me  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind.  I  did  not  move  the  amendment  with- 
out reference  to  the  Act ;  I  saw  for  myself  first 
what  effect  it  would  have.  I  maintain.  Sir, 
that  there  is  no  blame  at  all  in  the  matter, 
and  I  repeat  it  is  a  great  pity  the  question  was 
brought  before  another  place,  with  the  result 
that  it  has  been  telegraphed  all  over  the  colony, 
as  it  has  by  this  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— Sir,  I  am  sure  the 
Council  must  feel  very  much  pleased  with  the 
statement  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith,  and 
I  think  we  all  regret  that  he  has  even  found 
it  necessary  to  make  such  a  statement  to  this 
Council.  Any  amendments  we  make  here  are 
made  in  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  no 
member  has  a  right  to  be  charged,  properly 
or  improperly,  with  having  made  those  amend- 
ments under  any  influence.  Of  course,  I  am 
very  glad  to  hear  from  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion that  the  statement  published  in  the  papers 
is  incorrect,  as  I  could  hardly  think  it  possible 
that  the  Premier  of  the  colony  could  have  said 
what  it  was  stated  he  said  in  connection  with 
the  Council.  I  felt  very  much  hurt  at  the 
allegations  therein  made,  having  been  one  of 
the  gentlemen  chosen  by  the  Council  to  act  on 
the  Conference  with  the  other  House.  Con- 
siderable alterations  were  made  in  the  Bill, 
and  they  were  all  objected  to,  and,  after  a 
conference,  the  report  of  the  Conference  was 
brought  up.  To  show  that  this  was  not  a 
matter  that  was  smoothed  over  in  any  way,  and 
that  it  was  not  done  without  every  care  and 
consideration  being  bestowed  upon  it,  I  refer 
members  to  the  Journals  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  where  we  read  as  follows : — 

**  Native  Land  Laws  Amendment  Bill, — The 
Hon.  Mr.  Kelly,  from  the  Conference  upon  the 
Native  Land  Laws  Amendment  Bill,  brought 
up  a  report,  which  was  read  as  follows,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Council : — 

'* '  The  Managers  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  to  conduct  the  Conference  upon 
the  Native  Land  Laws  Amendment  Bill  have 
the  honour  to  report  that  they  have  met  the 
Managers  appointed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
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Bentatives,  and  have  come  to  the   following 
agreement,  namely : — 

**  *  Glaose  16  to  be  restored,  and  the  Counoil'a 
amendments  therein  cancelled. 

*'  *  Clause  28  to  be  restored,  and  the  Goonoil's 
amendments  therein  cancelled. 

**  *  New  clause  28a  to  be  erased. 

**  *  Clause  29  to  be  restored,  and  the  following 
new  provisoes  added,  namely :  **  Provided  that, 
in  the  event  of  any  alteration  of  boundaries  or 
locality,  all  improvements  at  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act  shall  be  considered  and 
adjusted  by  an  increase  or  decrease  of  area,  or 
by  a  monetary  consideration  as  between  the 
parties,  as  the  said  Appellate  Court  may  direct : 
And  provided,  further,  that  before  the  Appellate 
Court  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the 
case  as  between  the  parties,  the  appellants 
shall  lodge  with  the  Court  a  sum  of  money 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Judge,  shaU 
be  sufficient  to  cover  the  costs  of  the  re- 
spondent in  case  the  decision  of  the  Appellate 
Court  shall  be  in  his  favour." 

**  *  New  clause  46  to  be  agreed  to,  with  the 
following  proviso  added :  **  Provided  that  no- 
thing in  this  section  shall  affect  any  proceed- 
ing now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court.*' 

«<  'The  other  amendments  were  agreed  to.' 

'*  Ordered^  That  a  message  be  transmitted  to 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  acquainting  them 
that  this  Council  hew  concurred  therein." 

The  amendment  referred  to  was  in  clause  28, 
a  clause  not  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
Conference.  I  suppose  honourable  members 
are  all  perfectly  well  aware  that  when  a 
matter  is  submitted  to  a  Conference,  where  the 
whole  of  the  amendments  are  disagreed  with, 
every  amendment  is  carefully  gone  into  by  all 
the  members  of  the  Conference.  In  tibis  case 
there  were  a  number  of  amendments.  The 
amendments  were  gone  into  in  detail,  and  all 
the  amendments  of  the  other  House  were 
copied  in  the  report  submitted  and  approved  of 
by  the  Council.  The  Premier  was  a  member 
of  that  Conference,  and  therefore  was  directly 
cognisant  of  all  that  took  place  at  the  Con- 
ference. And,  further  than  that,  after  those 
additions  were  all  disposed  of  by  the  Council 
giving  way  in  some  respects  and  the  House 
giving  way  in  others,  the  Bill  still  received 
further  consideration.  I  find  this  in  the 
Journals  of  the  17th  October : — 

**  Native  Land  Laws  Amendment  BUI, — The 
Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  propoe»d  by  His  Excellency  the 
Oovernor  in  the  Native  Land  Laws  Amend- 
ment Bill ;  which  were  read  as  follows : — 

"  *  In  clause  42,  next  after  *'  interested," 
insert  **  to  order  that  such  sale  or  alienation." 

•« « lusert  the  following  new  clause  to  follow 
clause  28 : — 

**  *  28a.  Section  thirty-six  of  the  said  Act  is 
hereby  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  words 
**  and  six  months,"  next  after  the  words  "  two 
years." ' 

**  Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  now 
read  the  second  time. 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 


**  The  said  amendments  were  read  the  seoond 
time  accordingly,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Coon- 
cU. 

**  Ordered,  That  a  message  be  transmitted  to 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  acquainting  them 
that  this  Council  hath  concurred  therein." 

So  that  it  was  evident  the  Bill  had  reoeived 
further  revision  after  it  passed  both  Chamben, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  transmit  a  farther 
amendment  by  Governor's  message.  How  the 
Council  can  be  held  amenable  in  any  way  for 
an  amendment  which  turns  up  afterwards,  not 
to  be  approved  of,  I  do  not  see,  unless  we  an 
simply  to  be  a  registering  body  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  and  not  to  make  amendments 
in  any  Bill  at  eJl.  I  felt  somewhat  eore,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  almost  implied  that  something 
had  been  smuggled  through  the  Coancil.  I 
wanted  to  make  it  clear  to  the  Council  that 
the  Bill  received  the  fullest  consideration,  and 
that  every  amendment  made  in  the  Coancil 
was  fully  and  carefully  considered,  and,  there- 
fore, that  no  blame  attaches  to  the  Councdl  in 
any  way.  But,  the  Premier  having  said  that 
he  has  not  been  reported  properly,  I  can  only 
express  my  regret  that  a  report  of  that  kind 
should  have  appeared  in  the  public  papers 
and  been  telegraphed  throughout  the  whole 
colony,  and  that  that  report  has  gone  unoon- 
tzadicted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OBMOND.  — I  think  the 
Council  is  indebted  to  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Bowen  for  having  brought  this  qaettioQ 
before  the  Council,  for  a  report  such  as  this 
could  not  properly  be  allowed  to  remain  un- 
noticed. The  reply  given  in  another  place 
yesterday,  coupling  the  name  of  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Smith  with  this  report,  has 
been  amply  answered  by  him,  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Council,  and  I  wish 
to  say  I  agree  with  that  honourable  gentleman 
in  differing  from  my  honourable  friend  who 
represents  the  Government  in  thinking  that 
the  motion  moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  last 
year  was  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  pubhc 
interest.  In  my  opinion,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  was  an  absolutely 
fair  amendment,  and  in  the  interests  of  fair- 
ness and  fair-play,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
was  understood  by  the  Council  at  ttie  time, 
and  received  its  approbation  and  support.  I 
do  not  think,  therefore,  it  can  be  set  down 
as  in  any  way  unfair,  or  that  it  is  in 
any  way  to  be  regretted.  I  would  like  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been 
very  much  more  satisfactory  if  my  honour- 
able friend  had  been  able,  on  behalf  of  the 
Premier,  instead  of  making  a  general  statement 
that  he  had  been  misreported — if  he  had  aud 
what  the  Premier  did  say.  That  woald  have 
been  very  much  more  satisfactory,  because 
there  are  in  the  reported  statements  many 
points  which  it  is  extremely  unadvi sable  should 
ever  have  been  reported  as  having  been  said  by 
any  Premier.  They  go  far  beyond  the  questioo 
of  whether  the  amendment  referred  to  is  desir- 
able or  not.  I  say  it  would  be  very  much  mon 
satisfactory  if  we  had  specific  statements  deoy- 
ing  the  accuracy  entirely  of  the  points  referred 
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to.  I  would  like  to  refer  to  what  those  matters 
were  whioh  were  reported.  And  we  must  re- 
member that,  the  Premier  having  given  a  denial 
to  these  statements,  these  allegations  must 
have  been  invented  by  the  person  who  gave 
them  publicity  ;  and  it  is  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  that  suob  matters  should  have  been  in- 
vented.   What  do  we  find  here  ?— 

**  It  was  not  until  after  the  Bill  had  become 
law  that  he  discovered  the  addition  of  the  word, 
and  that  its  effect  would  be  that  thirty  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  would  go  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  old  Maoris  who  had 
signed  certain  papers.  He  felt  sure  that  when 
this  transaction  was  exposed  in  Parliament 
justice  would  be  done  to  the  Natives,  and 
punishment  would  be  inflicted  on  those  who 
would  so  use  Parliament  for  their  own  pur- 


There  has  been  some  inquiry  as  to  what 
transaction  the  amendment  referred  to  would 
have  affected,  and  we  know  this  statement 
is  an  absolute  falsehood.  No  thirty  thousand 
acres  was  involved  at  all,  and  therefore  that 
part  ought  to  have  been  contradicted.  Then, 
again,  it  is  said  that  the  Oounoil  is  "  in  favour 
of  free-trade  in  Native  lands. "  As  far  as  I  know, 
that  statement  is  without  any  foundation  what- 
ever. If  the  question  of  free- trade  in  Native 
land  were  brought  before  the  Ck)uncil  to-morrow 
Ae  Council  would  not  consider  it  for  a  moment. 
That  is  my  opinion.  Therefore  it  is  an  un- 
authorised and  incorrect  statement  whioh 
ought  never  to  have  got  into  the  mind  of  any- 
body. It  says  further,  "He  would  point  this 
out:  that  they  must  have  in  the  Legislative 
Council  those  who  would  work  in  unison  with 
tiiem."  This  also  appears  to  have  originated 
in  the  mind  of  the  reporter,  who  took  upon 
himself  to  assist  the  Government  by  consider- 
uig  that  the  Council  as  at  present  constituted 
oould  not  help  the  Qovemment  in  all  proper 
measures.  I  think  it  would  have  been  very 
much  better  if  the  Premier,  in  giving  the  denial 
whioh  he  has  done  to  those  statements,  had 
put  on  record  that  they  were  utterly  false,  and 
ought  never  to  have  appeared  in  public  print ; 
and  he  should  have  denied  categorically  that 
he  was  identified  with  any  of  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— I  merely  wish 
to  say  that  I  can  only  express  sympathy  with 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Smith  in  con- 
neotion  with  this  matter.  I  was  in  Auckland 
when  a  report  appeared  in  the  local  papers 
giving  a  brief  account  of  what  is  alleged  to 
have  happened.  It  conveyed  a  wrong  im- 
pression to  most  people  in  that  city.  The 
imputation  was  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  had  wilfully  smuggled  into  that  Bill 
some  words  which  ought  not  to  have  been 
inserted.  Personally,  I  was  so  much  con- 
cerned— as  the  Hon.  Mr.  T.  Kelly,  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar,  and  myself  were  Managers  on  behalf 
of  the  Council  in  connection  with  this  same 
Bill — that  I  telegraphed  to  a  friend  of  mine 
in  the  House  asking  him  for  full  particulars. 
But,  as  the  statement  has  been  withdrawn,  I 
do  not  think  anything  further  should  be  done 
in  regard  to  the  matter.     As  one  connected 


with  the  Press,  I  can  only  say  that  this  appears 
a  marvellous  invention  on  the  part  of  the 
reporter.  Journalists  are  supposed  to  have 
great  ability  in  the  way  of  manufacturing 
news,  but  the  reporter  on  this  occasion  has 
excelled  himself. 

Mr.  PINKERTON.— I  had  the  honour  to  be 
one  of  the  Managers  representing  the  other 
House  at  the  time  of  this  Conference,  and  I 
can  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  all  that  has 
been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar.  I  was  also- 
at  the  meeting  when  the  Premier  made  the 
remarks  which  have  been  alluded  to.  I  think 
the  reporter  may  have  put  a  wrong  construc- 
tion upon  what  the  Premier  said.  The  impres- 
sion left  on  my  mind  was  that  the  Premier 
meant  to  convey  the  idea  that  some  one  out- 
side the  Council  had  endeavoured  to  have 
an  amendment  made  in  the  law  by  which 
he  would  reap  some  benefit.  He  denounced 
such  a  thing  as  unworthy.  I  do  not  think 
the  Council  or  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  were 
reflected  on  in  the  slightest  degree.  But  I 
am  quite  sure  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that  it  was  tk- 
dangerous  thing  that  persons  outside  Parlia- 
ment, and  having  nothing  to  do  with  our  pro- 
cedure, should  in  any  way  attempt  to  interfere 
with  amendments  in  a  Bill,  with  the  view  of 
securing  something  for  their  own  benefit  or 
that  might  be  to  the  detriment  of  others.  He 
certainly  made  a  statement  that  the  Natives 
would  lose  a  certain  amount  of  land,  and  that 
the  effect  of  the  amendment  was  dangerous. 
Whether  that  is  so  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but 
I  am  certain  that  he  never  intended  any  refiec- 
tion  either  on  the  Council  or  on  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment. 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  I  should  say  that,  as  that 
was  the  impression  left  on  my  mind  at  the 
time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  wish  to  say  that 
at  the  time  the  amendment  was  moved  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Smith  I  carefully  studied  its  pur- 
port and  tendency.  I  could  not  see  why,  if  it 
was  proposed  to  validate  an  agreement  for  sale, 
it  should  not  be  also  just  to  validate  an  agree- 
ment to  mortgage.  With  the  greatest  care  I 
went  over  the  whole  Act,  and  thoroughly 
fathomed  the  precise  meaning  of  the  amend- 
ment. I  therefore  felt  very  much  annoyed  at 
the  imputation  cast  on  this  Council.  Mem- 
bers take  the  greatest  trouble  to  understand 
Native  Land  Acts,  and  devote  their  whole 
attention  to  the  various  intricacies  which  are 
always  puzzling  lawyers  and  laymen  in  con- 
nection with  these  matters.  It  should  not  be 
for  a  moment  supposed  that  the  amendment 
slipped  through  without  being  noticed.  The 
purport  and  tendency  of  the  amendment  was 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  everybody  who 
understood  either  common  law  or  the  objects 
of  legislation  in  general. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  think  the  re- 
solution should  not  be  allowed  to  close  without 
the  request  being  meuie  in  some  form  or  shape 
that  the  Premier  should  put  some  statement  in 
writing  which  might  be  inserted  in  Hansard 
with  tne  remarks  that  have  already  been  made 
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on  this  question  in  this  Council.  I  noticed 
thAt  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  omitted  to  notice 
one  olAuse,  which  I  think  casts  the  most  serious 
reflection  on  this  Gouccil.  I  quite  exonerate 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  from  all  the  reflec- 
tions made  upon  him ;  it  is  the  reflection 
oast  upon  the  Chamber  that  I  am  con- 
cerned about.  The  Premier  was  reported  to 
have  said,  referring  to  the  Council,  *'It  was 
there  the  wrong  had  been  done  in  the  past, 
and  where  wrong  would  be  done  again."  He 
thought  the  Premier  ought  to  specifically  deny 
having  used  these  words,  because  he  said  he 
had  been  wrongly  reported.  He  would  like 
the  words  which  had  been  used  to  be  written 
down  and  attached  to  Hansardj  in  order  that 
reference  might  be  made  to  them  in  the  future 
if  the  necessity  should  arise ;  and  that  the 
whole  thing  should  be  cleared  up,  not  only  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  who  would  read  Han- 
aardf  but  also  with  those  who  may  not  see 
Hansard  but  have  read  the  report  in  the  news- 
papers all  over  the  colony.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  worth  while  to  move  any  resolu- 
tion to  that  effect ;  but  if  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith 
had  been  cleared,  the  Council  had  not  been 
cleared.  It  is  with  a  view  of  clearing  the 
Council  of  such  an  imputation  that  I  have 
made  these  few  remarks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.~Sir,  I  do  not  see 
any  utility  in  passing  this  resolution. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbee. — What  is  wrong  with  it  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— I  will  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman.  In  the  [first  place,  it 
appears  that  the  Premier  did  not  make  use  of 
the  language  which  is  attributed  to  him  in  the 
published  report.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  said 
it  was  marvellous  that  the  newspapers  should 
publish  a  report  which  is  untrue,  or  something 
to  that  effect ;  in  fact,  there  have  been  several 
insinuations  that  it  is  singular  a  newspaper 
should  attribute  to  the  Premier  a  statement 
he  did  not  make.  Now,  I  am  a  journalist,  and 
have  been  so  for  a  very  considerable  time — in 
fact,  nearly  all  my  life — and  I  know  from  per- 
sonal experience  that  newspapers  often  say 
things  which  are  untrue  —  of  course,  I  am 
not  speaking  now  of  myself.  Well,  Sir,  our 
attention  has  been  directed  to  one  or  two 
portions  of  the  remarks  which  are  attri- 
buted to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier;  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Peacock  has  just  said  that  it 
was  only  right  the  Premier  should  be  asked 
to  give  some  explanation  with  regard  to  these 
words :  **  But  he  had  trusted  the  revisory 
Chamber,  and  it  was  there  the  wrong  had  been 
done  in  the  past,  and  where  the  wrong  would 
be  done  again,  because  in  that  Chamber  they 
were  in  favour  of  free-trade  in  Native  lands." 
Now,  I  fail  to  see  why  the  Premier  should  be 
called  upon  to  make  any  explanation  of  re- 
marks of  this  nature.  Even  if  he  had  given 
expression  to  this  language,  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  right  for  this  Chamber  to  ask  him  to 
give  an  explanation  as  to  what  he  meant. 
Now,  I  am  going  to  show  honourable  members 
that  they  have  one  kind  of  morality  for  them- 
selves and  another  for  other  people.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  over  and  over  again  by  the 
Hon.  Mr,  Peacock 


honourable  gentlemen  sitting  oppoeiie  that  the 
Government  of  this  country  has  introdnoed 
meeksures  into  this  Parliament  in  order  to  wio 
votes.  Now,  that  is  a  far  more  serious  charge 
than  anything  contained  here.  It  means  that 
the  Government  are  actually  conniviog  al  a 
very  wrong  thing — that  they  are  conniving  to 
sell  the  whole  country,  by  bringing  in  legisla- 
tion which  is  not  needed,  which  is  not  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  but  which  is  introdnoed 
only  to  bolster  up  their  own  positions,  and  to 
enable  them  to  retain  office.  I  want  to  know 
whether  there  is  anything  reported  in  this 
statement  that  is  worse  than  that.  Of  coozse, 
we  understand  that  honourable  gentlemen  may 
become  so  accustomed  to  that  sort  of  thing 
that  they  consider  it  perfectly  legitimate,  but 
it  will  take  a  very  long  time  for  me  to  oome  to 
that  conclusion.  Then,  again,  is  it  anything 
very  dreadful  to  say  that  certain  honourable 
gentlemen  in  this  Chamber,  or  even  the  Chamber 
itself — that  is,  the  majority  of  it — has  in  the 
past  been  in  favour  of  free-trade  in  Native 
lands?  I  think  I  am  quite  right  in  stating 
that  in  the  past  the  majority  in  this  Oounoil 
have  always  been  favourable  to  legislation  in 
the  direction  of  free-trade  in  Native  lands.  I 
remember  the  time  when  we  had  free-trade  in 
Native  lands.  Sometimes  there  vras  free* trade 
in  Native  lands  and  sometimes  there  was  noi. 
Now,  how  is  it  that  we  got  free- trade  in  Native 
lands  if  this  Chamber  did  not  pass  the  Bill 
empowering  it  ?  It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  this 
motion  implies  this:  "Thank  Qod  we  are  not 
as  other  men  are."  I  do  not  think  this 
Council,  or  the  individual  members  of  iha 
Council,  are  immaculate,  any  more  than  the 
Government  or  the  Government  party  is  im- 
maculate. What  I  wish  to  say  is  this :  that  in 
the  first  place  it  is  absurd  to  ask  the  Premier 
for  an  explanation  of  language  that  he  did  not 
make  use  of;  and  in  the  second  place  it  is 
absurd  to  ask  him  to  give  an  explanation  of 
language  such  as  is  quoted  here,  because  its 
use  is  perfectly  legitimate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.-^Sir,  if  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  felt  that  he  was  mis- 
represented by  the  circulation  of  that  report 
it  would  have  been  a  very  easy  matter  for  him 
to  have  given  instructions  to  his  secretary  to 
contradict  it,  and  to  say  that  he  had  not  levelled 
charges  against  the  Council.  I  am  one  who 
does  not  deal  in  Native  lands,  nor  in  any  other 
to  any  extent;  but  I  felt  that  an  insult  had 
been  cast  on  the  whole  Council,  and  I  do  not 
deny  that  I  have  taken  a  little  trouble  in  look- 
ing the  matter  up.  I  find  that  the  amend- 
ments made  in  this  Council  were  challenged 
by  the  Hon.  the  Premier  in  another  place, 
and  that  he  himself  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  draw  up  reasons  for  objecting  to  the 
amendments ;  and  that,  subsequently,  a  Con- 
ference was  appointed,  to  which  he  and 
the  Native  Minister  were  parties.  Conse- 
quently the  amendment  could  not  have  been 
?ut  in  with  a  dishonest  intention,  as  the 
'remier  seems  desirous  of  making  oat.  Of 
late.  Sir,  we  have  been  lectured  as  to  morality 
and  honesty,  especially  by  the  last  speaker 
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and  when  we  talk  aboat  Ministers  using  their 
Influenoe  in.  securing  their  eleotion  and  getting 
votes,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  dishonestly 
we  do  so  because  we  know  it ;  and  when  we 
find  certain  journals  do  not  receive  that  sup- 
port from  the  Government  that  other  papers 
do,  and  of  which  the  previous  speaker  is  aware, 
ie  it  not  bribery  and  corruption?  Is  it  not 
bribing  some  people  in  a  certain  direction? 
Where  does  the  honesty  of  a  thing  like  that 
come  in  ?  And  I  hold  it  is  not  proper  to  say 
that  members  of  the  Council  should  not  refer 
to  such  maladministration  of  public  moneys. 
For  myself,  I  shall  always  say  just  what  I  want 
Lo  say.  While  some  of  the  journals  supporting 
the  Government  are  subsidised,  others  who 
oppose  the  present  Administration  are  debarred 
from  participating  equally  in  the  distribution 
of  Government  advertisements.  This  is  what 
1  would  call  a  species  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
lion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— Sir.  the  result  of 
the  discussion  shows  that  it  was  advisable  that 
the  Council  should  take  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration, and  that  there  should  be  an 
opportunity  for  members  of  the  Council,  on 
the  one  side,  to  explain  the  position  so  far 
as  they  know  it,  and  on  the  other  for  the 
Government  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the 
accoracy  or  inaccuracy  of  the  report  of  the 
Premier's  speech.  I  think  that  every  one  in 
the  Council  has  been  perfectly  satistied  with 
(he  explanation  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  as  to 
his  part  in  the  matter,  and  that  they  all  feel 
that  it  will  be  a  very  serious  matter  if  the 
character  and  honour  of  one  branch  of  the 
Iiegislature  were  to  be  publicly  attacked  by 
any  Minister  or  Government  in  authority 
at  the  time  in  the  country.  I  was  pleased 
to  find  that  the  Government,  on  behalf  of 
the  Premier,  disown  the  statement  made  in 
the  paper,  and  I  may  say  that,  as  the  accuracy 
of  the  report  is  denied  in  general  terms,  the 
Connoil  must  accept  the  denial  as  a  repudiation 
of  the  report  in  toto.  That  is  what  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  case.  I  think  we  should  be  all 
the  more  prepared  for  the  statement  disown- 
ing the  paragraph,  because  it  appeared  to  us 
almost  incredible  that  the  Premier  of  the 
colony  should  impute  dishonest  motives  to  a 
branch  of  the  Legislature  on  account  of  any 
action  they  had  taken.  Sir,  I  may  say  that 
the  Council  has  every  reason  to  be  gratified  at 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  aroused  by  what  has 
occurred. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

BANK  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  ASSETS 
BOARD  BALANCE-SHEETS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  orders  of  the  day  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Education  to 
the  fact  that  certain  papers  have  not  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Council  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain. 
These  papers  are  ordered  by  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  and  Banking  Act  of  1895  to  be  laid  on 
the  table  within  ten  days  of  the  meeting  of 
Parliament.  They  are  the  balance-sheet  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the  balance- 


sheet  of  the  Assets  Board,  and,  considering  the 
great  interests  the  colony  has  in  both  those 
institutions,  and  •the  very  large  amount  of 
public  concern  there  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  Assets  Board  of  the  properties  intrusted 
to  its  care,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  Act 
should  be  complied  with.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
matter  is  an  oversight. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  W.  C.  WALKER.— I  am  in- 
formed the  papers  referred  to  have  been  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  other  Chamber  in  manuscript, 
and  it  is  simply  an  oversight  that  other  copies 
have  not  been  sent  to  the  Council. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  half-past  three 
o'clock  p.m. 
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Beadings. 
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Mr.  Spbakhb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clook. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST    READING. 
Wellington    Education  Board   Empowering 
Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Slaughtering  and  Inspection  Bill,  Land  and 
Income  Assessment  Bill. 

AWARUA  PRIVILEGE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Premier,  When  he 
will  afiord  the  House  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  second  recommendation  of  the 
Awarua  Privilege  Committee  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  at  present  he 
could  not  state  any  definite  time.  It  would  he 
quite  impossihle  to  do  so.  It  would  depend  on 
the  order  of  business,  but  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  to  the  House  during  the  present  ses- 


DIAMOND  JUBILEE  MEDALS. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  the  Government  will  allow  medals  struck 
at  the  Royal  Mint,  London,  in  commemora- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Diamond  Jubilee  to  be 
imported  free  of  Customs  duty  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  he  would  require  to 
know  something  more  about  these  medals,  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  furnished  him 
with  further  particulars,  he  would  then  con- 
sider the  matter. 

NATIVES  PLOUGHING  LANDS. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
If  the  Government  have  information  as  to  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  certain  aboriginal 
natives  to  trespass  on  and  plough  up  lands 
occupied  by  European  settlers  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Waitara ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give 
such  information  to  this  House  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  regretted  very  much  that  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  information 
asked  for  to  the  honourable  gentleman  at  pre- 
sent, but  when  he  learned  the  reason  why  they 
had  taken  such  unwarranted  proceedings  he 
would  acquaint  the  honourable  member. 

FRUIT  IMPORTATION. 
Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  What  steps  he  proposes  to  take  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  fruit  found  to  be  in- 
fected with  insect  pests  ?  This  question  was  a 
very  important  one  to  the  fruit-growing  industry 
of  this  colony.  It  was  found  that  fruit  was 
being  imported  into  this  colony,  many  of  which, 
oranges  in  particular,  were  infected  with  insect 
pests  of  the  worst  description.  In  California, 
Florida,  and  other  countries  where  citrus  fruits 
were  grown  there  were  regulations  by  which  all 
fruit  and  all  plants  imported  were  carefully 
inspected  in  order  to  prevent  the  introduction 
of  any  pests.  So  far  the  Government  had  taken 
no  steps  to  protect  the  fruit-growers  in  this 
direction,  and  he  trusted  the  Minister  of  Lands, 


who  had  charge  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, would  see  the  necessity  of  taking  im- 
mediate steps  to  have  some  control  over  the 
importation  of  these  fruits,  and  when  they  were 
found  to  be  infected  to  destroy  them.  It  was 
useless  for  the  fruit-growers  here  to  try  and 
combat  these  insects  when  they  were  allowed 
to  be  imported  in  a  wholesale  manner,  and  he 
hoped  the  Minister  would  give  him  a  f avouraUe 
reply  to  his  question. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  question  was 
one  of  considerable  importance,  and  it  was 
under  consideration  at  the  present  time. 
While  the  Government  were  most  deairous  of 
preventing  the  introduction  of  any  disease 
coming  here  with  imported  fruit  which  would 
be  a  pest  to  the  colony  and  destroy  oar  fruit- 
trees,  they  had  to  consider  the  matter  of  the 
supply  of  fruit  for  the  use  of  the  people.  They 
were  considering  whether  it  was  possible  under 
the  present  law  to  make  regulations  sufficiently 
stringent  to  cope  with  this  matter,  or  whether 
farther  legislation  would  be  required.  As  soon 
as  the  Solicitor-General  decided  that  question, 
he  would  be  able  to  give  a  more  definite  answer 
to  the  honourable  gentleman. 

FREE  LAW  DEPAHTMBNT. 

Mr.  FISHER  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  can  see  their  way  to  introduoe 
legislation  this  session  to  secure  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Free  Law  Department,  lor  the 
purpose  of  affording  legal  advice  to  those  of 
the  poor  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  it  ?  When 
he  gave  notice  of  this  question  broad  smiles 
diffused  the  faces  of  members  of  the  House, 
who  seemed  to  think  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
had  previously  been  broached  in  the  world. 
He  proposed  to  read  to  the  Honse  a  short 
extract  from  an  English  paper  bearing  on  this 
question.    It  was  as  follows  :— 

**  Cheap  Legal  Advice  for  the  Poor  m  Pane, 
— In  Paris  the  want  of  cheap  legal  advice  for 
the  poor  has  been  met  by  the  establishment 
of  a  Free  Law  Department  at  the  Palais  de 
Justice,  which  has  now  been  in  operation  for 
about  two  years,  and  has,  if  we  may  judge 
^m  the  recently-published  statistics,  done 
much  useful  work.  It  appears  that  the  de- 
partment has  several  branches,  over  each  of 
which  a  barrister  of  some  years'  standing  pre- 
sides, assisted  by  two  younger  advocates.  Last 
year  nearly  two  thousand  persons  oame  for 
advice  or  information,  and  a  number  of  cases 
of  a  difficult  character  were  satisfactorily 
settled.  The  scheme  is  surely  worthy  of  being 
adopted  in  this  counti^,  where  legal  perplexi- 
ties are  even  more  bewildering." 

The  proposal,  without  doubt,  did  seem  a 
novel  one  when  he  gave  notice  of  it  yesterday. 
But  here  was  the  precedent  of  Paris,  and  the 
proposal  to  adopt  a  similar  system  in  England. 
He  therefore  asked  whether  there  was  the  least 
probability  of  the  Government  of  New  Zealand 
introducing  such  a  system  in  this  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  question  just  put 
opened  up  a  most  important  phase  in  oar 
social  life.  There  was  no  doubt  a  great  deal 
of  good  could  be  done  in  the  direction  proposed. 
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of  stopping  litigation.  He  notioed  hinuelf  that 
some  of  the  leading  journals  at  Home  had 
what  was  known  as  a  **  legal  column,"  wherein 
questions  on  legal  suhjeots  that  were  sent  in 
by  the  readers  of  the  paper  were  answered. 
These  questions  were  geneially  put  by  the  class 
of  persons  who  had  no  money  to  spare,  and  who 
could  not  afford  to  go  to  lawyers  for  legal 
assistance.  What  he  thought  they  might  do 
here  was,  as  a  first  step,  to  have  in  each  large 
centre  a  Crown  lawyer  who  would  do  nothing 
but  Gk>vemment  business.  If  they  asked  for  a 
return  they  would  see  the  large  sums  of  money 
that  were  paid  by  the  colony  last  year  for  legal 
assistance ;  in  fact,  they  would  see  that  the 
charges  were  enormous.  The  amount  paid  was 
almost  startling ;  and  if  they  were  to  select  a  good 
barrister  and  solicitor  in  each  of  the  centres, 
and  let  him  do  the  whole  of  the  Government 
business,  it  would  save  the  colony  thousands  of 
pounds,  and  be  in  our  interest.  He  was  very 
much  in  favour  of  doing  anything  that  would 
stop  litigation,  for  at  present  we  had  too  much 
of  it.  However,  he  was  pleased  the  honourable 
member  had  brought  the  matter  under  their 
notice,  and  they  would  take  it  into  considers^ 
tion  and  give  a  reply  on  the  whole  question 
later  on. 

LETTER-CARRIERS  AND  CHRISTMAS 
CARDS. 

Mr.  FISHER  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  cancel  the 
departmental  order  forbidding  letter-carriers 
distributing  their  Christmas  curds  ?  The  ques- 
tion explained  itself,  and  therefore  he  merely 
a^ed  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  owing  to  complaints 
made  by  the  public  the  accompanying  order 
was  issued  by  direction  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  in  1890.  The  order  followed  the  regu- 
lation enforced  by  the  London  Post  Office  and 
the  Post  Offices  of  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria.   It  was  as  follows : — 

"  The  practice  of  lettor-carriers  and  tele- 
graph messengers  issuing  Christmas  cards  to 
the  public  as  a  means  of  soliciting  Christmas- 
boxes  has  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Postmaster -General,  who  has  decided  that, 
following  the  regulations  of  other  Australian 
colonies  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  issue  of 
such  cards  shall  be  absolutely  forbidden.  The 
regulations  of  the  department  do  not  forbid  the 
solicitation  of  Christmas-boxes  on  the  part  of 
letter-carriers  and  messengers,  but  any  organ- 
ized or  objectionable  means  of  doing  so  may 
hasten  the  issue  of  amended  regulations.'' 

He  thought  it  was  undesirable  that  their 
paid  servants  should  be  practically  asking  for 
monetary  assistance  in  the  way  that  had  been 
done  in  the  past,  and,  considering  that  it  was 
necessary  to  check  it,  honourable  members 
^ould  see  that  the  regulation  he  had  read  was 
only  a  check  upon  what  had  been  growing  into 
an  absolute  abuse. 

LEFT-LUGGAGE. 
Mr.  SLIGO  asked  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
Whether  he  will  approve  and  order  that  the 


price  of  left- luggage  labels  be  reduced  to  Id. 
for  parcels  called  for  on  the  same  day  they  are 
left  ?  He  had  been  requested  to  put  this  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  shopkeepers  and  traders  of  all  kinds  had 
found  there  was  an  excessive  tax  put  upon 
them  in  this  way.  They  had  to  pav  2d.  for 
each  parcel  at  the  present  time,  and  tne  parcel 
in  many  cases  might  only  be  worth  6d.  A 
man  bought  a  hat  and  had  his  old  one  sent 
to  the  railway  -  station,  and  the  shopkeeper 
had  to  bear  the  charge.  This  kind  of  thing 
became  a  serious  burden  to  traders  and  shop- 
keepers. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  it  seemed  altogether  to 
depend  upon  the  interpretation  put  upon  the 
word  "  excessive."  For  instance,  his  interpre- 
tation would  be  this :  that  if  a  gentleman  left 
an  old  hat  at  the  railway-station,  and  that  hat 
were  lost,  it  would  be  a  most  expensive  and 
new  hat  which  the  department  would  have  to 
furnish  to  replace  it.  The  matter  had  come 
under  his  notice  several  times,  and,  in  com- 
paring our  rates  with  those  ruling  in  other 
places,  he  thought  the  comparison  was  favour- 
able to  New  Zealand.  In  England  the  follow- 
ing rates  obtained :  For  each  umbrella,  parasol, 
walking-stick,  book,  handkerchief,  small  pack- 
age, or  article  of  small  value,  2d. ;  for  each  box, 
trunk,  portmanteau,  carpet-bag,  dressing-case, 
gun-case,  hat-case,  rug,  article  of  lewellery,  or 
glare  package,  6d.  In  place  of  all  these  charges 
they  had  in  New  Zealand  an  all-round  charge 
of  2d.,  and,  so  far  as  he  could  ascertain,  it 
compared  very  favourably  with  the  charges 
imposed  in  other  places. 

OFFICER  COMMANDING  THE   FORCES. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  Whether  he  has  received  the  report 
of  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Forces  on  the 
condition  of  the  defences,  Permanent  Forces, 
and  Volunteers ;  and,  if  so,  when  the  report 
will  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  ?  As  the 
new  Commander  of  the  Forces  had  been  several 
months  in  the  colony,  he  felt  assured  some 
report  had  been  sent  in';  and,  as  it  had  been 
understood  that  the  Premier,  when  at  Home, 
had  indicated  thi^t  he  was  prepared  to  enter 
into  some  fresh  arrangements  for  the  defence 
of  the  colony,  he  thought,  before  they  were 
called  upon  to  vote  on  the  Defence  estimates 
and  decide  what  expenses  should  be  sanctioned, 
they  would  require  to  have  the  report  in  their 
hands,  and  know  what  the  recommendations  of 
this  officer  were. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  hoped  to  have  this  re- 
port ready  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  that,  as  his  name  had 
been  mentioned,  he  might  explain  that  what 
had  occurred  in  London  was  with  respect  to  the 
Australasian  squadron,  and  therefore,  as  he  felt 
assured  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  concerned, 
it  was  decided,  subject  of  course  to  the  will  of 
Parliament,  that  the  present  agreement  made 
with  respect  to  the  Australasian  squadron 
should  remain  undisturbed.  The  honourable 
member  had  the  assurance  of  the  Minister  of 
Defence  that  the  reports  of  the  Commander  of 
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the  Forces  would  be  in  the  hands  of  membexB 
in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  As  they  were 
not  likely  to  go  into  Supply  in  a  day  or  two,  it 
would  follow  as  a  matter  of  sequence  that  the 
report  would  be  in  the  hands  of  members  in 
good  time. 

LITTLE  RIVER-CHRISTOHURCH  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether  a  daily  return  train  will 
be  provided  between  Little  River  and  Christ- 
church  during  the  Show  week  ?  A  large  num- 
ber of  people  would  be  wanting  to  go  to  the 
Show,  and  the  races,  and  unless  return  trains 
were  provided  every  day  it  would  stop  a  good 
many  who  must  return  the  same  day,  or  else 
they  would  not  go  at  all.  It  would  be  a  very 
small  concession  to  make  to  an  important  dis- 
trict, which  was  rather  badly  served  in  the 
matter  of  trains. 

Mr.  C  ADM  AN  could  not  agree  wit^h  the 
honourable  gentleman  when  he  said  this  place 
was  badly  served  with  trains.  It  depended 
altogether  on  the  traffic  requirements  how  the 
trains  ran.  The  department  ran  the  trains  to 
fiuit  the  traffic  as  much  as  possible.  In  this 
matter  he  might  inform  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, as  he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  it,  that 
the  Government  line  of  policy  was  to  give  the 
District  Managers  a  free  hand  in  matters  of 
this  sort,  without  troubling  the  Head  Office. 
Since  the  question  had  been  put  on  the  Order 
Paper  he  had  telegraphed  down  to  the  District 
Manager  in  Christchurcfa,  and  was  informed  it 
was  intended  to  do  what  was  asked  in  the 
•question. 

FORFEITURES  AND  SURRENDERS. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Why  Notice  of  Motion  No.  34,  Order  Paper 
No.  10,  re  forfeitures  and  surrenders,  is 
-opposed  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  his  reply  was,  first, 
that  the  return  asked  for  here  would  be  a  very 
expensive  return — an  iipportant  consideration  ; 
second,  that  when  the  return  was  got  it  would 
not  be  of  very  much  use  to  the  House,  and  it 
would  also  be  a  very  unfair  return,  as,  during 
the  first  four  years  mentioned,  the  surrenders 
of  leases  had  not  been  so  numerous,  owing  to 
the  Revaluation  Bill  passed  by  the  House, 
and  large  sums  of  money  had  been  forgiven — 
amounting  to  £90,000 — to  the  tenants  who 
were  not  required  to  surrender.  Comparing 
that  time  with  the  period  when  there  was  no 
revaluation  the  return  would  be  unfair;  emd 
there  would  be  no  good  purpose  served  by  this 
return  being  prepared.  When  the  matter  came 
on  in  the  usual  way  he  should  discuss  it  more 
fully. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether,  in  the  event  of  any 
scheme  of  light  railways  being  submitted  by  the 
Government,  consideration  will  be  given, — (1) 
To  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  construct- 
ing such  a  line  from  Fairlie  to  Pukaki ;  or  (2) 
to  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  extending 
ifr.  Seddon 


the  existing  Timaru-Fairiie  line  to  Barke's 
Pass,  or,  at  least,  to  Silverstream,  opposite  the 
Ashwick  Flat  Settlement?  There  had  been 
considerable  correspondence  with  the  Minister 
on  this  subject  during  the  recess,  and  it  was 
urged  that  a  light  railway  in  the  direction 
indicated  in  the  first  part  of  the  question 
would  open  up  a  large  area  of  country,  and 
should  form  part  of  any  scheme  of  light  rail- 
ways. It  was  further  pointed  oat  that  Uie 
present  line  to  Fairlie  might  be  extended  witii 
great  advantage  to  Silverstream,  which  would 
serve  the  settlers  at  Ashwick  Flat.  He  believed 
that  the  extension  would  be  a  paying  one.  He 
was  therefore  anxious  to  know  what  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  was  with  regard  to 
these  proposals. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that,  with  regard  to 
the  first  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
question,  no  survey  had  ever  been  made  of  the 
route  or  the  probable  cost  of  the  line.  What 
the  honourable  gentleman  asked  for  was. 
Would  this  proposal  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion when  tiie  Government  was  considering 
the  whole  question  of  these  light  railways? 
That  would  be  done.  As  to  the  second  part, 
the  answer  to  the  first  would  also  apply  to  the 
second. 

WAIKAKAHI  AND  PAREORA  ESTATES. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  submit  for  the  report 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Commissioners  the  ex- 
pediency of  taking  steps  to  acquire  for  settle- 
ment purposes  the  Waikakahi  Estate  and  the 
remainder  of  the  Pareora  Estate,  on  a  portion 
of  which  a  successful  village  settlement  has 
already  been  established,  and  the  extension 
whereof  is  represented  as  very  desirable  ?  He 
was  aware  that  a  memorial  was  in  course  of 
signature  in  his  district  urging  upon  the  Minis- 
ter the  expediency  of  acquiring  the  Wiukakahi 
Estate  for  settlement  purposes,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Pareora  Estate,  on  which  a 
successful  village  settlement  had  already  been 
established.  The  Minister  was  well  aware  that 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  land  for  settle- 
ment in  South  Canterbury  and  North  Otago, 
and  he  (Major  Steward)  hoped  that  the  lands 
referred  to  would  be  acquired  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  estate  was  ex- 
actly in  the  same  position  as  some  other  estates 
which  were  very  much  desired  for  settlement 
purposes.  The  question  of  how  much  farther 
tho  Government  could  go  in  this  matter  would 
depend  on  the  action  of  the  House  later  on  when 
the  Bill  came  up  for  consideration.  Then  the 
Government  would  be  able  to  state  what  far- 
ther extension  of  the  system  would  be  carried 
out. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  Are  there  not  other 
lands  in  the  district  equally  good  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Yes. 

UXBRIDGE  WAY.SIDE  STATION. 
Major  STEWARD  asked  the    Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  complaints 
made  of  theft  and  miscarriage  of  goods  left  un- 
protected at  Uxbridge  way-side  station,  on  the 
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Oamam-Kurow  line,  he  will  provide  a  eaitoble 
Hhelfcer-ahed  where  goods  received  or  brought  to 
be  forwarded  by  rail  can  be  placed  in  safety 
under  charge  of  a  resident  officer — say,  by  sta- 
tioning  one  of  the  surface-men  at  that  place  ? 
Oomplaint  had  been  made  as  to  this  way-side 
station  that  there  was  no  place  where  goods 
ooald  be  left  in  safety,  either  to  be  forwarded 
by  rail,  or,  after  being  brought  by  rail,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  owners.  It  was  asked  that 
proper  provision  should  be  made  for  the  safety 
of  the  goods,  and  that  there  should  be  some 
officer  in  charge. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  he  did  not  catch  aU  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  in  asking  the 
question .  He  could  only  say  that  at  this  place 
there)  was  at  present  a  shelter-shed.  There 
was  no  cottage  available  for  a  platelayer,  and 
to  erect  one  would  cost  about  £250.  The  traffic 
at  Uxbridge  did  not  warrant  the  appointment 
of  a  platelayer,  or  the  provision  of  a  goods-sbed. 
The  merchandise  carried  to  and  fro  amounted 
to  about  lO.cwt.  per  day,  and  there  were  many 
other  stations  with  a  larger  proportion  of  traffic 
without  the  provision  aaked  to  which  attention 
should  first  be  given. 

CANTERBUBY-WESTLAND  MAILS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether,  when  next  inviting  tenders  for  the 
carriage  of  Her  Majesty's  mails  between  Oan- 
tarbary  and  Westland,  he  will  stipulate  for 
greater  speed  between  Ghristchuroh  and  the 
Bealey?  This  mail  from  Canterbury  to  the 
West  Coast  left  Christohuroh  twice  a  week  and 
was  due  at  the  Bealey  at  half- past  seven,  a 
distance  of  eighty-eight  miles.  It  took  eleven 
hours  and  a  half,  representing  an  average  of 
Kiz  miles  and  two- thirds  per  hour  for  a  journey 
half  of  which  was  performed  by  rail.  Tbere 
was  an  unreasonable  delay  at  Springfield, 
because  the  coach  frequently  did  not  leave  for 
at  least  an  hour  after  the  arrival  of  the  train, 
and  passengers  by  this  road  were  dragged  along 
at  a  slow  pace  two  or  three  hours  after  night- 
fall. He  knew  that  the  service  might  be  ex- 
pedited with  great  advantage  to  the  public 
\vithout  entailing  additional  cost  on  the  Trea- 
Biizy. 

Mr.  J,  McKENZIE  said  the  distance  between 
Springfield  and  Bealey  was  forty-four  miles  and 
K  half,  and  seven  hours  and  a  half  were  allowed 
by  the  contract  for  the  journey.  The  question 
of  shortening  that  time  could  not  be  entertained 
until  tenders  were  called  for  another  contract. 
Probably  the  question  would  be  considered 
when  the  next  tenders  were  called  for.  The 
department  stated  that,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  road,  the  time  was  not  unreasonable.  If, 
however,  it  could  be  shortened,  that  would  be 
done  when  the  next  contract  was  let. 

NUKUROA  VILLAGE  SETTLEMENT. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  make  provision  on  this 
year's  estimates  for  the  formation  of  the  half- 
chain  road  at  the  Nukuroa  Village  Settle- 
ment ?  The  road  referred  to  in  this  question 
waa  in  the  Nukuroa  Settlement.    There  were 


sixty-five  pupils  attending  the  school  in  that 
settlement;  and  this  road  had  to  be  used  by 
them,  and  in  wet  weather  it  was  almost  im- 
passable. The  settlers  were  doing  their  best  in 
tbe  improvement  of  their  holdings,  and  were 
very  anxious  that  this  road  should  be  made. 
He  had  made  representations  to  the  Minister 
last  year  about  this  matter,  but  those  repre- 
sentations did  not  appear  to  bave  been  success- 
ful in  getting  the  road  made  either  by  the 
Government  themselves,  or  by  assistance  to  the 
County  Council. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  his  reply  was,  that 
£100  had  been  applied  to  the  making  of  this 
road,  and  it  was  hoped  that  tbe  sum  would 
be  sufficient  to  enable  the  road  in  question  to 
be  carried  through. 

HANDBOOKS  FOR  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Printing  Department,  if  he  will  instruct 
the  Government  Printer  to  issue  handbooks  at 
popular  prices  for  the  assistance  of  settlers, 
containing  a  digest  of  the  measures  relating  to 
land,  land-transfer,  fencing,  the  Sheep  Act,  and 
the  various  laws  affecting  farmers  and  graziers  ? 
He  found  that  settlers  were  not  generally 
acquainted  with  the  statutes  of  the  colony, 
and  he  believed  a  handbook  of  the  character 
he  suggested  would  be  extremely  valuable  to 
farmers  and  others  in  the  country.  He  was 
often  asked  questions  with  regard  to  our  land- 
laws,  the  Stock  Act,  and  the  Fencing  Act. 
Settlers  were  not  always  aware  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  and  powers  conferred  upon  them  by 
legislation.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of 
settlement— such  things  as  the  conversion  of 
tenure,  the  mode  of  obtaining  titles  to  land, 
the  filling-up  of  memoranda  of  transfers,  and 
various  other  processes.  At  present  they  were 
involved  in  a  large  amount  of  expense  when- 
ever they  wished  to  ascertain  their  powers  or 
to  perform  some  necessary  acts.  He  thought  a 
handbook,  which  would  be  exceedingly  useful 
to  them,  might  be  issued  at  a  cost  of  a  shilling 
or  two,  and  it  would  have  a  very  large  circula- 

„  Q  tion.  It  would  not  involve  a  great 
deal  of  labour,  and  he  was  satisfied  it 
would  prove  a  work  of  very  great  utility  to 
settlers. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  considered  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  honourable  member  an 
admirable  one,  and  one  which  would  prove  of 
great  convenience  to  the  settlers  of  the  country 
if  they  had  the  information  published  in  this 
form.  However,  the  Government  had  been  so 
busy  during  the  session  that  they  had  not  had 
time  to  go  into  the  question.  Upon  the  first 
convenient  opportunity  he  would  confer  with 
his  colleague,  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  see 
what  could  be  done  in  the  matter. 

SHEEP-DTPS. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture, If  he  will  instruct  his  department  to  have 
all  sheep-dips  offered  for  sale  carefully  analysed 
from  time  to  time,  and,  if  necessarv,  take  stepe 
to  prevent  inferior  or  adulterated  dips  being 
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placed  on  the  market?  In  regard  to  this 
matter,  he  found  that  of  late  there  bad  been 
a  good  many  proseontions  in  different  parts  of 
-the  colony  by  the  Stock  Department  for  what 
had  become  a  somewhat  preyalent  offence — 
-namely,  exposing  sheep  for  sale  infected  with 
lice.  These  prosecutions  caused  a  good  deal  of 
irritation  amongst  sheep-farmers,  and  the  In- 
snectors  now  and  again  came  in  for  a  good  deal 
of  blame.  It  was  stated  that  the  prosecutions 
would  not  take  place  if  it  were  not  that  the  In- 
spectors were  addicted  to,  perhaps,  undue  vigi- 
lance. On  the  other  hand,  it  was  also  thought 
'that  one  reuon  why  sheep  were  not  properly 
cleaned  and  prevented  from  affections  of  this 
character  was  due  to  the  inefficiency  of  the 
sheep-dips  that  were  often  employed.  Well, 
it  would,  no  doubt,  be  replied  that  in  many  cases 
the  dips  did  not  receive  fair-play,  and  that  they 
were  not  properly  administered.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  knew  very  well  that  such 
a  large  number  of  dips  were  placed  on  the 
market  that  settlers  were  seriously  perplexed 
in  regard  to  them,  because  they  did  not  always 
know  the  value  of  one  dip  from  another.  The 
Agricultural  Department  in  the  past  had  done 
a  large  amount  of  service  for  the  fruit-growers 
and  farmers  by  giving  them  information  as  to 
what  specifics  should  be  employed  for  prevent- 
ing and  keeping  down  blight ;  and  he  thought 
the  department  should  go  a  step  further  and 
give  information  to  the  sheep-farmers  of  the 
colony  as  to  the  relative  qualities  of  the  dips 
offered  for  sale,  and  also  as  to  bow  dips  might 
be  prepared  from  ingredients  that  could  be 
easily  obtainable  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKEKZIE  said  his  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  this  question  was  that  the  Government 
had  no  power  at  present,  without  further  legis- 
lation, to  do  what  the  question  asked,  but  he 
thought  it  was  worthy  of  consideration.  At 
the  same  time  he  might  say  he  thought  a  good 
deal  of  the  fault  as  to  the  dip  not  doing  its 
work  right  was  due  to  the  sheep-owners  them- 
selves mixing  it  too  weak.  In  some  cases  the 
dips  were  not  long  enough  to  enable  the  sheep 
to  be  completely  submerged,  and  the  lice  and 
the  eggs  of  the  lice  to  be  killed.  He  could  give 
•a  case  where  the  same  class  of  dip  was  used  on 
two  farms  adjoining  one  another :  in  one  case 
the  dip  did  its  work  very  well,  but  in  the 
neighbouring  farm  the  eggs  were  not  killed  on 
the  sheep.  That  showed  the  dip  was  not  to 
blame  in  that  case,  but  the  fault  lay  in  the 
way  it  was  administered.  However,  he  would 
consider  the  matter  very  carefully,  and  if  the 
thing  could  be  done  without  injuring  com- 
mercial enterprise  the  Government  might  be 
Able  to  do  it. 

** TASMANIA"  MAILS. 
Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
Whether  any  further  steps  are  to  be  taken  for 
the  recovery  of  the  mails  which  are  on  board 
the  "  Tasmania  *' ;  emd  if  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  using  waterproof  bags  to  enclose 
all  mails  in  in  future  ?  He  noticed  that  on 
board  the  "  Tasmania  "  there  were  5,157  letters, 
^,922  books,  6,264  papers,  95  registered  letters, 
Mr.  Hogg 


S6  parcels,  85  bags,  and  3  hampers ;  and  the 
mails  were  from  Auckland,  Vancouver,  Mel- 
bourne, Sydney,  Adelaide,  Brisbane,  Perth, 
Colombo,  et  cetera.  He  might  remind  the 
Minister  that  several  abortive  attempts  had 
been  made  by  the  department  to  recover  the 
mails,  but,  from  what  he  had  read  about  them, 
the  work  had  not  been  gone  about  m  the 
proper  way.  There  were  many  instances  on 
record  where  mails  and  other  things  had  been 
recovered  from  wrecks  in  very  much  worse 
positions  than  the  wreck  in  question;  and 
he  thought,  taking  diver  May's  opinion,  that  if 
a  thorough  attempt  had  been  made  to  reoovet 
the  mails  in  proper  time  they  would  have  beeo 
landed  by  now.  But,  again,  there  was  the 
difficulty  that,  with  the  bags  at  present  used  for 
the  enclosure  of  the  mails,  it  took  a  very  slight 
degree  of  dampness  to  considerably  injure  the 
contents  of  the  mail-bags.  He  thought,  coo- 
sidering  the  value  of  the  contents  in  many 
cases,  and  the  great  inconvenience  caused  to 
people  who  did  not  get  their  letters,  or  got  their 
letters  only  in  a  damaged  condition,  that  it 
would  not  be  a  very  great  outlay  for  the  depart- 
ment to  provide  waterproof  bags  to  hold,  at 
any  rate,  all  sea-going  mails,  if  no  others. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  had  been  decided  not 
to  make  any  further  attempt  by  the  depart- 
ment to  recover  the  mails.  Three  separate 
attempts  by  three  different  divers  were  made,  bvt 
each  failed.  The  last  operations  disclosed  that 
the  approach  to  the  miol-room  was  abaolutely 
blocked  with  cargo,  which  would  take  a  fort- 
night to  clear  away,  and  even  then  there  was 
DO  certainty  that  the  mfuis  would  be  recovered. 
The  diver  made  no  serious  effort  to  get  into  tiie 
mail-room  through  the  deck,  and  was  avene 
to  the  using  of  dynamite  for  that  purpoae.  It 
was  not  considered  practicable  to  have  water- 
proof mail-bags.  The  treatment  mail-bagi 
were  subjected  to  in  transit  would  very  soon 
destroy  the  properties  of  waterproof  material. 
He  was  not  aware  of  any  country  which  used 
waterproof  bags  for  mails. 

LANDS  FOR  SALE. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  cause  the  particulars  and  lithographs 
of  lands  for  sale  to  be  issued  at  an  earlier  date 
than  is  at  present  the  custom  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  had  intimated  to  him  his 
object  in  asking  this  question  before  placing  it 
on  the  Order  Paper.  He  might  say  he  had 
given  instructions  generally  that  these  litho- 
graphs and  plans  should  be  issued  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  as  early  as  possible  before  the  sales 
took  place. '  Occasionally  the  delay  in  these 
plans  not  coming  out  was  not  due  to  any  laxity 
on  the  part  of  the  department,  but  the  desire 
to  obtain  the  fullest  particulars  of  the  lands  for 
which  the  plans  were  made.  However,  every 
effort  would  be  made  to  get  out  the  plans  and 
particulars  before  the  sales  took  place. 

OFFICIAL  YEAR-BOOK. 
Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Oolonial  Secretary, 
Whether  the  *'  Official  Year-book  "  for  1897  is 
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completed ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  have  the  same 
curcalated  at  onoe?  His  reason  for  placing 
this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  was,  in  the 
first  place,  that,  this  being  the  yearly  official 
handbook,  containing  a  considerable  amount 
of  iDformation  of  very  great  importance  to 
members  of  the  House  and  to  the  country,  it 
was  necessary  that  it  should  be  distributed  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  year,  or  it  would  not 
be  as  useful  as  it  might  be.  He  noticed  in 
the  Address  in  Beply  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  read  from  this  book;  and  if  at 
that  stage  of  the  session  it  was  obtainable  by 
Ministers,  it  should  also  have  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  members  of  the  House.  The 
enestion  had  been  on  the  Order  Paper  some- 
tning  like  five  weeks,  and  since  then  the 
Year-book  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  it  was  quite  true,  as 
stated  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the 
Year-book  had  been  laid  upon  the  table.  The 
delay  occurred  this  year  owing  to  the  depart- 
ment which  undertook  the  compilation  of  the 
Year-book  being  also  in  charge  of  the  census. 
The  issue  this  year  was  delayed  owing  to  that 
cause,  but  in  the  future  they  would  endeavour 
to  do  as  had  been  done  in  former  years — 
namely,  have  the  Year-book  laid  upon  the 
table  and  circulated  amongst  members  during 
the  session.  They  would  endeavour  to  do  that 
next  year  as  early  as  possible. 

MAKARETU  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  the  sum  of  £250  promised  for  the  relief  of 
the  Makaretu  settlers,  whose  homes  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  has  been  distributed ;  if  not, 
when  will  the  amount  be  disbursed  ?  He  would 
like  to  remind  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands 
that  during  the  short  session  in  April  last  he 
promised  to  inquire  into  the  necessities  of  the 
Makaretu  settlers,  whose  houses  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  He  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
the  Minister  the  result  of  those  inquiries, 
and  to  have  an  assurance  from  him  that  the 
£250  promised  would  be  expended  without 
delay. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  true  that 
a  sum  had  been  voted  for  the  purposes  of 
relief  to  the  settlers  who  had  lost  by  the  fire 
referred  to.  In  the  meantime  it  was  intimated 
to  the  Government  by  a  gentleman  of  responsi- 
bility in  the  district  that  the  settlers  had  been 
very  well  compensated  for  their  losses  by 
private  subscriptions  got  up  in  the  district, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  to  keep  this  money 
for  some  other  purpose,  such  as  the  assistance 
of  the  settlers  who  had  lost  by  the  recent  fioods, 
or  in  the  event  of  any  fires  occurring  in  the 
future  in  the  same  locality.  That  being  the  case, 
the  Government,  after  having  made  inquiries 
from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  district  as  to 
the  distribution  of  this  money,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  dis- 
tribute the  money  at  that  time,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  hold  it  over  for  some  more 
•useful  purpose. 


OHAIBMEN  OF  EDUCATION   BOARDS' 
FREE  PASSES. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways.  Whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  granting  free  railway- passes  to  Chairmen  of 
Education  Boards  when  travelling  on  business 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department?  He  thought  it  very  de- 
sirable that  Chairmen  of  Education  Boards 
should  be  given  facilities  to  enable  them  to 
travel  through  their  respective  districts  and 
make  themselves  personally  acquainted  with  the 
schools  and  the  progress  of  educational  matters 
generally.  He  knew,  of  course,  that  members  of 
Education  Boards  could  charge  their  expenses 
when  travelling  on  this  business,  but  they  natur- 
ally felt  a  certain  amount  of  hesitation  in  doing 
so,  and  he  lelt  confident,  if  this  concession  were 
granted,  that  it  would  be  conducive  to  the  satis* 
factory  working  of  the  Education  Department. 

Mr.  CADMAN  had  no  objection  to  the  Chair- 
men of  Education  Boards  being  encouraged  to 
travel  all  over  the  colony,  but  he  thought  they 
should  not  do  so  at  the  expense  of  the  Railway 
Department.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the 
Chairmen  of  Education  Boards  should  have 
free  passes  any  more  than  the  Mayors  of  the 
different  boroughs,  or  County  Chairmen,  or 
Chairmen  of  Road  Boards,  or  even  the  Chair- 
men of  the  School  Committees.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  grant  indiscriminate 
pcksses,  otherwise  abuses  would  soon  arise.  Out- 
side all  this,  he  did  not  think  this  would  be 
a  fair  charge  against  railway  expenditure. 

NEW  ZEALAND  FLAG. 
Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Minister  of  Education, 
Whether,  in  order  to  promote  in  the  minds  of 
the  New  Zealand  youth  a  national  interest  and 
patriotic  concern  for  the  future  character  and 
well-being  of  its  public  life,  the  Government 
will  furnish  to  each  of  our  national  schools  the 
flag  of  New  Zealand;  and  also  make  an 
official  recommendation  to  the  Boards  of 
Education  to  encourage  their  teaching-staff 
to  ■  inculcate  in  their  scholars  a  personally 
responsible  sense  of  self-respect  for  the  moral 
and  political  character  of  their  New  Zealand 
branch  of  the  British  race  ?  Some  short  time 
ago,  at  a  place  called  Kaukapakapa,  the  master 
of  the  school  there,  Mr.  G.  W.  Murray,  made  a 
collection  for  the  purchase  of  a  flag  and  flagstaff 
and  all  the  other  necessary  paraphernalia,  in 
order  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  school 
children  respect  for  and  interest  in  their  New 
Zealand  flag.  More  especially  upon  holidays 
and  on  the  occasion  of  important  functions,  it 
wGks  intended  that  it  should  be  hoisted  to 
confer  a  complimentary  segis  over  any  im- 
portant incident  that  might  take  place  in  the 
village.  He  should  like  there  to  be  some 
systematic  process  of  impressing  the  children 
of  New  Zealand  with  interest  in  their  flag.  He 
felt  proud  that  they  should  have  an  inheritance 
of  the  glory  and  renown  that  was  inseparably 
associated  with  the  history  of  the  great  flag  of 
our  race;  but  he  was  not  unmindful  of  the 
blue  flag  with  the  four  white  stars  which  we 
hoisted  over  these  buildings ;  that  was  a  crea- 
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tion  of  their  own,  and  which,  as  time  rolled 
on,  witnessed  to  the  character  with  which 
the  people  should  invest  it,  for  inwrought 
with  its  story  would  be  the  history  and  tradi- 
tions of  the  New  Zealand  branch  of  the 
British  race.  As  colonists  he  thought  it  was 
their  duty  as  much  as  they  possibly  could  to 
impress  upon  the  rising  generation  such  a 
sentiment  of  patriotism  and  love  for  their 
country  as  would  prompt  them  to  strive  that  the 
historical  associations  connected  with  the  New 
Zealand  banner  should  worthily  emulate,  and, 
if  possible,  surpass  those  which  clustered  round 
the  mother-flag.  There  were  many  schools  in 
the  country  where  the  people  were  not  in  suffi- 
ciently affluent  circumstances,  perhaps,  to  pro- 
vide a  flag  for  themselves,  or  they  might  feel 
indifferent  on  the  subject ;  but  if  the  Qovern- 
inent,  through  the  Education  Department, 
would  direct  that  these  flags  should  be  fur- 
nished, and  that  the  children  should  be  taught 
to  respect  and  feel  an  interest  in  it,  he  was 
sure  it  would  do  a  great  deal  towards  correct- 
ing some  of  those  political  fidlacies  with  which 
this  country  was  now  infected. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  was  quite  at  one  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  saying  it  was  desir- 
able that  the  children  of  the  country  should 
become  acquainted  with  the  interests  attaching 
to  the  New  Zesdand  flag.  He  was  very  pleased 
when  he  was  with  the  honourable  gentieman  at 
Kaukapakapa  on  one  occasion  to  see  the  New 
Zealand  flag  flying  over  that  village.  He  was 
then  told  it  was  in  honour  of  his  visit,  and  he 
felt  very  much  honoured.  He  had  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  good  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  locality,  which  was  only  a  small 
district,  and  he  thought  they  deserved  credit 
for  what  they  had  done.  They  were  struggling 
settlers  who,  perhaps,  could  ill  afiord  to  expend 
much  money  for  such  a  purpose,  but  he  be- 
lieved the  same  thing  had  been  done  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony.  One  man  had  presented 
the  school,  perhaps,  with  a  flag,  and  another 
with  a  flagstaff.  He  thought  this  might  be 
followed  up  in  many  other  towns  and  'vil- 
lages in  the  country,  where  it  would,  he  had 
110  doubt,  have  a  good  effect  upon  the  rising 
generation.  He  thought  the  local  people 
themselves  might  take  the  matter  up.  He  did 
not  know  what  would  be  the  cost  of  a  flag,  but 
he  supposed  about  £2. 

Mr.  MONK.  ~  The  one  I  referred  to  cost 
upwards  of  £11  altogether. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  was  certainly 
rather  a  large  sum  for  small  districts  to  con- 
tribute. However,  he  felt  so  strongly  on  this 
question  that  he  would  promise  to  see  if  they 
could  do  something  to  give  effect,  if  not  directly, 
at  all  events  indirectly,  to  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  suggested. 

Mr.  MONK.  — By  influencing  the  School 
Gonmiittees  ? 

Mr.  HALLJONES.— Yes. 

THAMES-COROMANDBL  PENINSULA 

GEOLOGICAL  REPORT. 
Mr.  McGOWAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he  will  have  published  for  general  informa. 
Mr.  Monk 


tion  the  Government  Geologist's  report  on  the 
Thames-Ooromandel  Peninsula  as  far  as  it  has 
been  completed ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  facilitate 
the  printing  and  circulation  of  the  same  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible  ?  This  survey  would  be 
a  very  important  work  from  a  geological  point 
of  view.  He  understood  a  portion  of  the  sur- 
vey had  already  been  completed ;  and,  as  he 
understood  it  would  differ,  perhaps,  from  some 
of  the  preconceived  notions  of  the  geological 
formations  and  the  minerals  relating  thereto, 
he  thought  it  was  very  important  that  the 
knowledge  should  be  made  available  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Mr.  CADM  AN  could  only  say  that  the  Geolo- 
gist, Mr.  McKay,  had  been  busily  engaged  at 
this  work  for  some  months,  and  had  reoently 
completed  his  report,  which  was  in  the  bands 
of  the  Printer  now.  When  printed,  it  would  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.  He  might  add 
that  there  would  be  some  further  delay  in  pro- 
curing the  necessary  maps  to  accompany  the 
report ;  but  he  hoped  soon  to  be  able  to  lay  it 
before  members. 

OPALS  IN  SOUTH  CANTERBURY. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  he  will  arrange  with  the  Govemment 
of  New  South  Wales  for  the  visit  of  an  expert 
from  that  colony  to  inspect  and  report  upon 
the  value  of  the  reported  discovery  of  opals  in 
South  Canterbury,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  it  is  likely  to  be  a  payable  field  ?  He 
understood  there  had  been  a  discovery  of  opals 
in  South  Canterbury,  and  a  large  amount  of 
money  had  been  sunk  in  connection  with  the 
field.  There  was,  however,  a  doubt  aa  to  the 
value  of  the  field,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister 
would  see  his  way  to  have  it  tested,  so  that  if 
the  field  was  a  payable  one  it  could  be  worked 
to  the  benefit  of  the  colony.  Then,  if  it  vnia 
not  payable,  people  would  be  prevented  from 
puttmg  their  money  into  an  unpayable  cson- 
cern. 

Mr.  OADMAN  could  only  give  the  same  reply 
as  he  had  already  given  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pareora :  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
sending  to  New  South  Wales  for  experts.  If 
the  people  interested  would  send  some  of  the 
opals  up  here  to  Wellington,  Mr.  Skey  would 
report  on  them.  Mr.  Skey  was  fully  competent 
to  undertake  this  work,  without  sending  to 
Australia  for  an  expert.  So  far  as  the  geology 
of  the  district  was  concerned,  Mr.  McKay  was 
quite  competent  to  do  that  portion  of  the 
work.  If  the  people  interested  woald  let 
him  have  some  of  the  opals  he  would  have 
them  tested. 

SECONDARY  STATE  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Education,  If  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the  esti- 
mates for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  Stale 
examination  of  the  secondary  State-sohoola  of 
the  colony  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  in  1887  an  attempt 
was  made  to  establish  a  system  of  examinatiOB 
of  secondary  schools.  A  synopsis  of  the  oocre- 
spondence  was  published  in  £.-9  of  that  year. 
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The  diffionlty  of  oomisg  to  any  agreement  had 
led  to  the  matter  being  dropped,  and  there 
bad  only  been  desultory  correspondence  on  the 
sabieot  since.  He  thought,  at  this  late  period 
of  tne  year  it  would  not  be  possible  to  organise 
an  examination  of  secondary  schools  in  time  to 
take  advantage  of  a  vote.  It  would  be  better 
to  let  the  matter  stand  over  for  consideration 
unti]  next  year. 

MABLBOROUGH  AND  CANTERBURY 
CLOSE  SETTLEMENT. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  the  Government  is  aware  of  the 
great  demand  for  Crown  lands  for  close  settle- 
ment in  Marlborough  and  Canterbury,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  large  number  of  applicants  for 
the  twenty-two  sections  just  recently  balloted 
for  in  the  Hundalee  district,  Eaikoura  County, 
and  will  they  make  every  effort  to  accelerate 
the  placing  of  other  fertile  Crown  lands  on  the 
mauet ;  also,  when  may  the  public  expect 
other  lands  in  that  district  open  to  the  public 
for  application]?  This  question  referred  to  land- 
settlement,  and  he  trusted  its  importance  had 
commended  itself  to  the  serious  consideration 
of  the  Government.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
was  well  aware  that  there  was  an  urgent 
demand  in  this  district  for  additional  lands,  as 
far  as  available,  to  be  placed  on  (he  market 
for  settlement.  He  had  nad  a  number  of  com- 
munications from  persons  in  Eaikoura  and  the 
neighbouring  counties,  also  from  the  association 
of  settlers  recently  established  at  Eaikoura, 
with  a  view  to  assisting  the  Government  in 
obtaining  land  for  settlement— either  Crown 
land  or  land  under  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act.  A  few  months  ago  some  twenty-two  sec- 
tions in  this  district  were  placed  on  the  market, 
and  no  less  than  496  applications  were  made 
for  those  sections,  by  persons  from  the  Bay  of 
Islands  to  Otago,  thus  proving  the  great  urgency 
of  the  demand  for  land  for  settlement. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government 
were  well  aware  of  the  ^reat  demand  that 
existed  for  land  in  the  Eaikoura  district,  and 
were  doing  all  they  possibly  could  under  the 
cironmstances  with  the  land  available  to  pro- 
vide for  the  requirements  of  the  people.  The 
honourable  member  must  be  aware  ^at  last 

J^ear,  when  the  leases  ran  out,  a  large  area  of 
and  was  reserved  and  exchanged  with  the  pas- 
toral tenants.  This  placed  a  certain  amount 
of  land  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government. 
The  block  alluded  to  in  this  question  was  the 
first  of  a  series  of  blocks  that  would  be  opened 
there ;  and  the  very  fact  of  there  being  such  a 
large  number  of  applicants  as  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  showed  what  was 
folly  understood  by  the  Government  to  be  the 
case — ^namely,  that  a  large  demand  existed  for 
Ifuid  in  that  district.  The  Government  would 
have  another  block  in  the  market  in  a  short 
time,  and  they  would  place  the  rest  of  the  land 
M  expeditiously  as  possible  in  the  market. 
When  the  Crown  lands  in  that  portion  of  the 
colony  were  taken  up  they  would  have  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  getting  further  lands  under 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act. 

VOL.  XODL-tt. 


CASUAL  EMPLOYMENT  IN  RAILWAY 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
Whether  he  will  issue  instructions  that  all 
casual  employment  in  connection  with  the 
Railway  Department  shall  be  allocated  by  a 
ballot  of  the  applicants  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  was  afraid,  if  he  did  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  asked,  he  would 
want  another  Board  set  up,  who  would  have 
to  consider  apolications  from  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  He  should  be  very  glaa  indeed  to 
hand  over  to  the  honourable  gentleman  or  to 
anybody  else  the  task  of  looking  after  the  en- 
gagement of  workmen  for  the  railways,  and 
dealing  generally  with  the  numerous  applica- 
tions for  employment.  It  took  up  a  large 
amount  of  one  man's  time.  In  dealing  with 
this  question  he  had  had  to  consider  each  por- 
tion of  the  colony  as  much  as  possible,  and  be 
had  endeavoured  to  distribute  the  employment 
fairly  all  through  the  country. 

PAIR  RENT  BILL. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  proposes  to  introduce 
early  this  session  a  Pair  Rent  Bill  ?  The  ques- 
tion of  a  Pair  Rent  Bill  was  made  one  of  the 
planks  of  the  Ministerial  policy  not  only  at 
the  last  general  election  but  at  the  preceding 
one,  but  so  far  the  Bill  had  not  found  its 
way  to  the  statute-book,  although  it  had 
been  introduced  in  the  House  no  less  than 
three  times.  There  were  a  number  of  his 
constituents  and  of  the  constituents  of  other 
honourable  members  who  were  anxious  that 
something  should  be  done,  at  any  rate  as  apply- 
ing to  Crown  tenancies.  Por  there  were  soi^e 
tenants  of  the  Crown  who  had  covenanted  to 
pay  higher  rentals  than  they  could  afford  to 
pay,  and  who  could  obtain  no  redress  under 
the  present  law.  He  hoped  to  hear  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  bring  in  such  a 
Bill  this  session,  and  endeavour  to  put  it  on 
the  statute-book. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that,  judging  from 
the  very  unsatisfactory  advancement  thev  had 
made  with  the  Order  Paper,  he  was  afraid  that 
there  would  be  no  chance  for  this  Bill  this 
session.  He  was  very  anxious  to  pass  it,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  be  aware  that 
he  had  on  two  different  occasions  introduced 
it,  on  one  occasion  getting  the  second  reading. 
He  was  afraid,  however,  it  was  a  Bill  that 
would  give  rise  to  a  considerable  amount  of 
discussion,  and,  if  members  wanted  to  get 
home  by  Christmas — at  least,  he  understood 
the  Opposition  were  desirous  of  getting  home 
for  their  Christmas  dinner— he  was  afraid  it 
would  be  useless  to  introduce  the  Bill  this 
session.  The  Government  would  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  introducing  it  next  session: 

CANTERBURY  COLLEGE  RESERVES. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
leases  of  three  Canterbury  College  reserves  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Makikihi,  South  Canter- 
bury, fall  in  on  the  1st  May  next,  and  that  the 
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flaid  lands  are  admirably  adapted  for  oatting  | 
up  into  village-settlement  holdings,  he  will 
bring  the  matter  nnder  the  notice  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Commissioners,  with  a  view  to  taking 
their  advice  as  to  the  expediency  of  taking 
steps  to  acquire  the  said  lands  by  exchange, 
under  the  powers  conferred  by  the  Land  Act 
in  that  behalf?  His  reason  for  referring  to 
this  matter  was  that  the  reserves  in  question 
were  very  suitable  for  cutting  up  into  small 
holdings  for  settlement.  He  asked  if  the 
Minister  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Commissioners  to  the  fact  of  these 
leases  falling  in,  with  a  view  to  getting  their 
recommendation  that  the  land  should  be  ac- 
quired under  the  provisions  made  by  the  Land 
Act. 

Mr.  J.  McRENZIE  said  there  would  be  no 
difficulty,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  in  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  Land  Purchase  Board  to  the 
fact  of  these  blocks  of  land  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  being  there,  and  asking 
that  they  be  inspected  and  reported  upon.  As  a 
rule,  the  local  people  who  had  charge  of  these 
reserves  objected  to  parting  with  them  unlesn 
they  f;[ot  well  paid  for  them  in  the  shape  of 
other  Crown  lands,  and  their  experience  in  that 
locality  before  with  regard  to  some  blocks  they 
had  acquired  by  exchange  from  the  people  who 
had  charge  of  them  for  educational  purposes 
had  not  been  the  success  they  thought  it  would 
have  been.  He  would  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Board  to  the  fact  that 
these  blocks  were  there,  and  ask  the  Board  to 
report  on  them  as  to  whether  it  was  advisable 
to  acquire  them  under  the  Act.  Whether  the 
Board  would  be  prepared  or  not  to  recommend 
them,  was  another  question. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  SHEEP,  ETC. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Government,  If  a 
«um  of  money  will  be  placed  on  the  estimates 
this  session  for  the  purpose  of  acclimatising 
Kocky  Mountain  sheep,  Angora  goats,  chamois, 
or  other  animals  suited  to  the  mountainous 
4istricts  of  New  Zealand?  It  was  now  five 
weeks  since  this  question  had  been  placed  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  the  estimates  had  since 
been  brought  down.  He  saw  that  provision 
was  made  on  the  estimates  for  £300  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  the  Bocky  Mountain 
fiheep.  His  question  applied  to  Angora  goats 
and  chamois,  as  well  as  Kocky  Mountain 
sheep,  as  he  was  convinced  that  these  animals 
would  be  admirably  adapted  to  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  the  colony.  He  thought  it 
would  prove  profitable  if  the  Qovemment  made 
further  provision  on  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  other 
■animals  referred  to.  He  hoped  for  a  satis- 
factory answer  from  the  Qovemment. 

Mr.  OARBOLL  said  it  was  true  that  there 
was  a  sum  of  d£300  on  the  estimates  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  into  the  colony  the 
Rocky  Mountain  sheep.  Inquiries  were  being 
made,  but  at  present  the  Government  had  no 
result.  With  reference  to  the  Angora  goats, 
they  had  been  introduced  into  the  colony  some 
years  ago.  There  was  some  small  flooks  some 
Major  Steward 


time  baok,  but  they  knew  nothing  aboat  I 
now. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — They  have  been  all  shot, 
Mr.  CARROLL  said  that,  as  regards  the 
chamois,  their  information  formed  the  subjeot 
of  discussion  in  the  House  at  different  times, 
and  not  many  years  ago  some  of  the  members 
for  the  West  Coast  were  greatly  interested  in 
the  animal.  A  former  member  for  Motoeka, 
it  may  be  remembered,  some  years  a{[o  bad' 
thrown  a  great  deal  of  light  on  the  subject*  and 
edified  the  House  generally  as  to  the  habits  of 
the  animal.  However,  the  Gk>vemment  were 
quite  prepared  to  take  the  matter  into  serious 
consideration,  and,  if  the  House  approved,  to 
introduce  them  into  the  colony. 


8.80. 


ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Department,  Why  Mr.  William  Bateman  was 
informed  in  the  first  instance  that  his  applica- 
tion for  a  loan  had  been  granted,  and  was 
afterwards  notified  that  the  Board  had  changied 
their  minds,  and  that  the  money  was  not  forth- 
coming, thus  putting  him  to  considerable  in- 
convenience and  loss  ?  On  the  14th  May  Mr. 
Bateman  had  to  pay  a  sum  of  £1  lis.  6d.  as 
valuation-fee;  on  the  1st  July,  1897,  he  re- 
ceived the  following  letter  from  the  Govern- 
ment Advances  to  Settlers  Department : — 

*'  SiB, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  order,  I  have  this  day  re- 
mitted to  our  solicitor,  Mr.  Barton,  of  Hawera, 
the  sum  of  £500.  You  should  therefore,  with- 
out delay,  communicate  with  the  solicitor  re- 
specting a  settlement,  as  interest  is  being 
charged  on  amount  of  advance  from  this  daAe. 
"  G.  F.  Campbell, 
*<  Deputy-Superintendent." 

But  when  he  called  for  the  money  he  was  told 
he  was  not  to  get  it,  and  he  was  therefore  pat  to 
considerable  loss  and  inconvenience.  Now,  the 
Government  would  in  all  probability  say  that 
they  could  not  advance  on  the  security ;  but 
to  such  a  statement  he  could  say  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction  that  they  had  often  done 
BO,  for  he  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  from  a 
settler  in  the  same  district  who  had  a  consider- 
able advance  on  precisely  the  same  security — 
namely,  a  lease  under  "The  Public  Trustee 
Reserves  Act,  1881."  He  believed  it  was  ib» 
intention  of  the  Board  not  to  advance  in  future 
on  leases  under  the  Act  of  1881,  in  order  to 
compel  leaseholders  to  take  new  leasee  under 
"The  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Aot, 
1892."  But  settlers  holding  leases  under  the 
Act  of  1881  were  now  debarred  and  could  not 
come  under  "  The  West  Coast  Settlement 
Reserves  Act,  1892,"  unless  an  amendment  was 
passed  to  the  Act  of  1892.  He  consider^  that 
Mr.  Bateman  had  suffered  a  great  injustice 
through  no  fault  of  his  own — an  injustice  which 
the  Government  should  rectify.    With  respect 


to  the  letter  previously  referred  to,  it  i 

*'  I  applied  for  a  loan  from  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office  and  got  it.  This  year  I  applied 
for  a  further  loan,  and  got  an  answer  that  if  I 
oould  produce  a  lease  under  the  •1892  Act  I 
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would  leoeiye  it.  My  lease  is  under  the  1881 
Aoi,  and  they  knew  it  was  so.  How  is  it  they 
ooold  grant  it  last  year  and  not  this  ?  I  have  a 
loi  of  hash  standing,  and  have  not  the  means 
to  pay  for  getting  it  down  or  I  should  not 
trouble  them.  They  should  not  have  granted 
the  first  loan  and  taken  my  lease.  I  oould 
have  got  all  the  money  I  wanted  elsewhere. 
Their  valuer  valued  my  interest  in  the  lease- 
hold at  £500,  so  there  was  ample  security.  I 
reoeived  £100  and  wanted  another." 

He  therefore  trusted  the  Government  would 
sea  their  way  to  meet  cases  of  this  kind,  and  if 
they  could  not  advance  on  mortgage  under  the 
Act  of  1881,  they  should  amend  the  Act  of 
1892  so  that  leaseholders  under  the  Public 
Trustee  oould  come  under  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  bad  answered  the  question  very 
satisfactorily  to  himself,  and  no  doubt  to 
honourable  members  who  had  listened  to  him. 
He  might  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  the 
mentibers  of  the  Board  did  not  change  their 
minds  in  this  case.  All  loans  were  subject  to 
titles  being  good  and  complete,  and  all  those 
who  made  application  to  the  Board  knew  that 
unless  tbeir  titles  were  complete — even  if  the 
value  was  there,  the  title  must  be  complete  and 
beyond  dispute — before  the  money  of  the  colony 
could  be  advanced  under  such  titles.  This 
was  the  position  in  the  case  the  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to.  The  applicant  said  in 
his  application  that  he  came  under  the  Act  of 
1892,  and  the  loan  was  granted  under  the  belief 
that  that  was  the  title  the  gentleman  had.  But 
when  the  solicitor  to  the  department  came  to 
search  the  title  he  found  the  statement  made  in 
the  application  was  not  correct,  and,  of  course, 
the  Board  withdrew  the  advance.  He  was 
sure  the  Board  in  this  case  had  only  been  doing 
what  every  member  of  the  House  would  think 
it  right  for  them  to  do— not  to  advance  money 
except  on  proper  security.  With  regard  to  the 
Boa^  advancing  money  under  the  Act  of  1881, 
he  was  not  aware  of  it  himself,  and,  if  they 
had  discovered  that  they  had  been  doing  what 
was  not  right,  it  was  a  very  proper  reason  for 
them  not  to  do  the  same  thing  again.  He  was 
not  sure  they  had  done  so.  So  far  as  the 
gentleman  having  to  pay  the  valuation- fees, 
every  one  did  that  who  made  an  application  to 
the  board,  otherwise  the  property  would  not  be 
valued.  The  same  thing  applied  to  private 
individuals.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
an  application  made  to  him  for  money  to  be 
lent  on  mortgage,  would  he  not  charge  the 
applicant  with  the  fee  for  having  the  property 
yarned,  whether  he  lent  the  money  or  not? 
That  was  exactly  what  had  been  done  by  the 
Board.  The  Board  had  not  changed  its  mind ; 
it  simply  referred  the  matter  to  its  solicitor, 
and,  the  solicitor  seeing  that  the  title  was  not 
good  enough,  the  Board  oould  go  no  further  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  McQUlKE  asked  whether  the  Minister 
would  have  the  Act  so  amended  that  those 
under  the  Act  of  1881  could  come  under  the 
Aot  of  1892,  as  was  intended  by  the  legislation 
jntroduoed  by  the  late  Mr.  Ballanoe. 


Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  that  was  an  entirely 
different  question,  and  to  that  he  would  answer 
at  once  that  he  would  see  what  could  be  done 
to  place  the  settlers  under  the  Act  of  1892.  If 
their  leases  were  good  enough  he  saw  no  reason 
why  this  should  not  be  done. 

KUROW  COURT. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  If,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  at  present 
the  nearest  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court  is 
at  Oamaru,  a  distance  of  forty  miles  from 
Kurow,  in  and  around  which  last-named 
township  there  is  a  large  population,  he  will 
arrange  that  the  Oamaru  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate shall  hold  a  Court  at  Kurow,  say,  once  a 
month?  Since  the  question  had  been  on  the 
Order  Paper  he  had  been  informed  that  the 
Government  were  willing  to  carry  out  what  was 
asked,  and  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made 
by  which  the  Public  Library  could  be  used  for 
the  purpose.  He  would  like  to  know  when 
the  arrangement  for  the  holding  of  a  Court 
would  be  brought  into  operation. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  was  understood  to  say 
that  arrangements  had  been  made  in  the 
direction  indicated. 

KAURI  TIMBER  AND  LAND. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  instruct  the  Crown  Lands  Commis- 
sioner at  Auckland,  when  disposing  of  kauri 
timber,  to  include  the  land  on  which  the  tim- 
ber grows  in  the  sale  ?  This  was  a  question 
of  very  considerable  importance  to  the  district 
he  represented  —  in  fact,  to  all  parts  of  the 
colony  where  the  kauri  timber  grew.  He  had 
been  induced  to  put  the  question  from  having 
received  from  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
^ands  for  Auckland  a  plan  in  which  2,000,000  ft. 
of  timber  was  offered  for  sale  in  the  Mangonui 
County.  Those  who  knew  these  particular  dis- 
tricts understood  that  the  land  on  which  kauri 
timber  grew  was  unfit  for  settlement,  and,  con- 
sequently, after  the  timber  was  tsken  off  it 
remained  mere  waste  land  of  the  Crown,  and 
was  never  taken  up,  and  the  local  bodies 
therefore  derived  no  benefit  from  it.  He 
had  spoken  to  the  Minister  on  the  subject 
some  time  ago,  and  he  had  promised  to 
look  into  the  matter;  but  he  saw  the 
same  thing  was  going  on  still,  and  within  the 
last  few  years  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
kauri  had  been  sold,  and  the  land  remained 
waste  land.  It  was  the  object  of  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  timber  to  get  the  timber  off  as 
quickly  as  possible  and  convert  it  into  money, 
and  the  roads  suffered  in  consequence.  The 
loccd  bodies  had  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and 
yet  they  got  no  benefit  from  the  sale  of  the 
timber  nor  from  the  land.  He  hoped  that  the 
Minister  would  see  his  way  clear  to  compel  the 
selling  of  the  land  with  the  timber,  so  that 
those  who  purchased  the  timber  would  become 
liable,  by  having  to  take  the  land  also,  for  rates 
to  the  local  bodies.  As  it  was  now,  the  local 
bodies  derived  no  benefit  whatever,  and  they 
were  put  to  considerable  expense  in  keeping 
the  roads  in  repair,  which  represented  a  heavy 
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liability  owing  to  the  traffic  caused  by  the 
carting  of  the  timber  from  this  land.  In  no 
case  had  the  land  been  offered  with  the  timber 
in  the  Mangonui  Oounty. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  on  a  preyious 
occasion  this  matter  was  brought  under  his 
notice,  and  he  then  sent  a  memorandum  to  the 
Oommissioner  of  Grown  Lands  at  Auckland  to 
the  effect  that  it  would  be  desirable  to,  as  far 
as  possible,  sell  the  land  with  the  kauri  timber. 
He  understood  that  the  Commissioner  had 
reported  that  the  Land  Board  would,  as  far  as 
they  thought  it  advisable  to  do  so,  carry  out 
that  request,  but  in  some  oases  they  thought  it 
best  to  sell  the  timber  without  the  land,  and 
each  case,  therefore,  would  be  considered  on 
its  merits  as  it  came  before  the  Land  Board. 
He  thought  he  had  gone  as  far  as  the  House 
would  expect  him  to  go  in  the  matter,  otherwise 
he  might  be  accused  of  dictating  to  the  Board 
what  their  duties  were.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Board,  the  members  of  which  had  local  know- 
ledge, to  find  out  what  was  best  to  do  in  cases 
of  this  sort,  and  to  say  whether  the  timber 
should  be  sold  without  the  land  or  not.  As 
far  as  he  understood,  the  Board  took  each  case 
on  its  merits  and  dealt  with  it  from  the  local 
knowledge  they  possessed,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  advisable  for  the  Minister  to  interfere  any 
further  with  the  Board. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  desired  to  say  that  in  no 
instance  had  the  Land  Board  of  Auckland 
attempted  to  sell  the  land  with  the  timber, 
and  the  information  received  by  the  Minister 
was  entirely  wrong. 

OODLIN-MOTH. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  intends  to  amend  *'  The  Orchard  and 
Garden  Pests  Act,  1896,"  this  session,  with  th^ 
Tiew  of  preventing  the  spreading  of  oodlin-moth 
into  districts  which  are  at  present  clear  of  that 
pest  ?  He  was  aware  that  they  were  protected 
from  the  codlin-moth  as  far  as  the  Australian 
Colonies  were  concerned,  but  at  the  same  time, 
when  fruit  was  transferred  from  one  part  of 
New  Zealand  to  the  other,  he  believed  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  it  being  sent  from  the 
North  Cape  to  tne  Bluff  without  any  inspection. 
He  knew  that  in  districts  where  they  were  free 
from  the  pest  they  were  in  great  fear  of  the 
oodlin-moth  being  imported  into  their  orchards, 
and  he  trusted  the  Minister  would  see  his  way 
to  give  him  a  favourable  reply  to  the  question, 
which  was  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  an  amending  Bill 
would  be  introduced  that  session. 

BURNHAM  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Gk)vernment,  Whe- 
ther they  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the 
estimates  for  providing  a  suitable  library  and 
workshop  for  the  Bumham  Industrial  School, 
and  for  properly  furnishing  the  social  hall  and 
recreation-rooms  recently  erected  there  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  the  library  and 
recreation-room  had  been  completed  and  fur- 
nished. He  was  in  the  institution  some  few 
months  ago,  and  he  saw  that  the  carpenter's 
Mr,  Houston 


and  blacksmith's  shop  was  of  a  rather  primitive 
description,  but  he  had  a  small  vote  on  the  esti- 
mates which  would  provide  for  the  necessary 
accommodation  being  made. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH  BRANCH 
OFFICES. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  asked  the  Postmaster. 
General,  Whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  appointing  permanent  departmental 
officers  to  the  charge  of  branch  offices  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  at  present 
managed  by  private  individuals,  in  suoh  oases 
where  it  is  found  that  the  remuneration  paid 
by  the  department  to  said  private  individuals 
is  of  such  amount  as  would  warrant  such 
changes?  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  in 
the  large  centres  there  were  private  firms  snb- 
sidised  by  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
for  the  carrying-out  of  bureau  work.  In  their 
inception,  undoubtedly,  they  were  facilitating 
the  work  of  the  department;  but  with  the 
growth  of  population  the  amounts  received  bj 
these  privately- owned  and  subsidised  institu- 
tions increased  till  he  understood  they  were 
receiving  now  quite  as  much  as  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  provide  a  salary  for  one  of  the  per- 
manent officers  of  the  department ;  conse- 
quently the  officers  of  the  department  felt 
somewhat  hurt,  insomuch  as  the  money  that 
would  provide  increased  salaries  for  them,  and 
the  opportunity  afforded  of  promotion  by  tlie 
establishment  of  branch  offices,  was  lost  to 
them  through  these  institutions. 

Mr.  J.  MoEENZIE  said  he  had  got  a  report 
from  the  department  on  this  subject,  and  it 
stated : — 

"There  are  two  classes  of  offioes  referred 
to  by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Hutcheson),  those  in  charge  of  per- 
sons in  business,  such  as  storekeepers,  and 
those  conducted  by  women  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  a  business  or  a  store.  The  trans- 
fer  of  such  offioes  to  the  charge  of  permanent 
officers  is  generally  made  when  the  ▼olume  of 
business  and  the  revenue  warrant  it ;  but  up 
to  a  certain  point,  and  so  long  as  the  duties 
continue  to  be  satisfactorily  performed,  it  is 
not  always  advisable  to  do  this,  seeing  that 
the  work,  particularly  at  stores,  oan  be  more 
economically  overtaken  than  it  wonld  be  by  a 
permanent  officer,  whose  time  wonld  not  be 
fully  occupied.  Besides  the  increased  expendi- 
ture on  a  permanent  office,  provision  would 
have  to  be  made  for  a  messenger  for  the  de- 
livenr  of  telegrams,  for  erecting  or  leasing  a 
building — and  perhaps  the  purchasing  of  a 
section  of  land  as  well — and  for  other  inciden- 
tal expenses.  It  would  not  be  advisable  to  set 
down  any  hard-and-fast  rule  in  the  direction 
suggested  by  Mr.  Hutcheson,  but  to  favourably 
consider  changes  whenever  demanded  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  so  long  as  the  result 
would  not  unduly  increase  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  at  the  same  time  leave  a  fair 
margin  of  revenue." 

He  thought  that  that  set  forth  the  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  question,  it  was 
possible  there  might  be  instances  sach  as  tbi 
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honourable  gentleman  referred  to,  where  it 
would  be  advisable  to  do  away  with  the 
stationing  of  post-  and  telegraph-offices  at 
private  stores.  Speaking  for  himself,  aa  a 
member  of  the  Government,  he  thought  it 
yery  inadvisable  that  people's  private  business 
should  be  known  to  people  in  the  same  line  of 
business  through  having  these  offices  at  private 
stores,  and  whenever  the  accumulation  of  work 
was  sufficient  to  warrant  it  an  officer  from  the 
service  should  be  placed  in  charge. 

HANMER  PLAINS  SANATORIUM. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  have  purchased  in  Wellington  furniture 
for  use  in  the  Sanatorium  at  Hanmer  Plains ; 
and,  if  so,  how  do  they  justify  their  action  in 
denying  Ghristchuroh  finns  an  opportunity  of 
supplying  the  same  ?  He  put  this  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  some  six  weeks  ago  in  conse- 
•quence  of  representations  which  had  reached 
him  from  those  engaged  in  the  furniture  trade 
in  Cbristchurch,  founded  on  statements  which 
had  appeared  in  the  public  prints  of  the  colony. 
In  the  interval  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain 
that  the  statement  was  only  to  a  very  small 
•extent  true.  He  believed  all  the  larger  articles 
were  being  made  in  Ohristchurch,  and  only  a 
few  articles  had  been  supplied  from  Welling- 
ton, which  were  made  by  some  firm  or  another 
ander  contract  with  the  Government,  so  that 
he  had  answered  the  question  himself. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  view  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  it 
was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  answer  the 
question.  At  the  time  the  question  was  put 
he  had  received  communications  —  one  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Ohristchurch  Oity, 
Mr.  Taylor — ^with  regard  to  the  statement  that 
this  furniture  was  being  made  at  Wellington. 
Snob  was  not  the  case.  The  furniture  was  got 
«t  Ohristchurch  and  the  blankets  at  Kaiapoi, 
and  some  other  small  things  required  were 
being  supplied  by  the  Government  contractor. 

IJORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  OROWTHER  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  What  portion  of  the  money 
allocated  to  be  spent  on  the  northern  end  of 
the  Main  Trunk  JElailway  in  1896  remains  un- 
spent? Also,  if  it  is  his  intention  to  proceed 
at  an  early  date  to  complete  this  line  to  its 
junction  with  the  northern  end  of  the  Stratford 
£ast  Road?  This  question  had  been  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  some  time  now.  It  was 
divided  into  two  parts,  both  of  which  were  of 
Tory  great  importance.  He  trusted  the  Minis- 
ter would  see  his  way  clear  to  give  him  an 
answer  such  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
people  immediately  concerned. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  amount  voted 
for  che  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line  was 
£12,000.  There  were  some  liabiliiies  in  addi- 
tion to  the  expenditure,  which  left  a  free 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £3,989.  As 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  aware,  in  the 
-early  part  of  June  last  instructions  were 
.given  to  proceed  with  the  work  from  Poro-o- 


Tarao  southwards,  and  a  good  start  was  made 
with  the  work  there. 

Mr.  OROWTHER  asked  was  that  the  answer 
to  the  latter  part  of  the  question. 

Mr.  HALL.JONES  sud  that  was,  Whether 
it  was  intended  to  proceed  at  an  early  date  to 
complete  the  line  to  its  junction  with  the 
northern  end  of  the  Stratford  East  Road.  He 
had  said  that  in  the  early  part  of  June  that  was 
started,  and  there  was  a  good  staff  of  men  em- 
ployed upon  that  section. 

DIGGER'S  GULLY. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  the  land  in  Digger's  Gully, 
near  Kurow,  promised  to  be  set  aside  for  the 
purposes  of  a  cottage  hospital  at  Karow,  will  be 
reserved  accordingly  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  instructions  had 
been  given  to  have  a  survey  made  of  the  land 
referred  to  in  this  question,  and  as  soon  as  the 
survey  was  complete  and  sent  in  to  the  depart- 
ment this  block  would  be  set  aside  and 
gazetted  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

WAIHAP-GLENAVY  FLAGSTATION. 

Major  Steward  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Whether,  as  prayed  by  petition  of 
residents,  provision  will  be  made  for  a  flag- 
station  on  the  main  south  line  of  railway, 
between  Waihao  and  Glenavy,  available  for 
passengers  by  the  morning  and  evening  trains  ? 
The  accommodation  asked  for  here  was  re- 
quired by  a  number  of  the  settlers  for  the  con- 
venience of  their  children  attending  school.  As 
the  train  was  a  slow  train  morning  and  evening, 
and  it  would  not  inconvenience  any  one  for  it 
to  stop  at  this  place  for  a  minute,  he  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  see  his  way  to 
give  this  facility  for  che  accommodation  of 
the  settlers  and  their  families. 

Mr.  OADMAN  was  glad  to  hear  the  honour- 
able gentleman  say  the  stoppage  of  the  train 
was  not  an  inconvenience.  His  experience 
was  that  every  stoppage  brought  down  un- 
favourable comment  on  the  department.  How- 
ever, the  department  had  informed  him  there  - 
was  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  such  pro- 
vision being  made  in  this  case,  because,  beyond 
taking  up  and  setting  down  a  few  school- 
children, the  flag-station  would  be  little  or  no 
benefit.    That  was  the  report  he  had  received. 

OHRISTCHURCH  RAILWAY  SHED- 
ACCOMMODATION. 
Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
Whether  he  will  provide  additional  shed-ac- 
commodation ac  Che  Ohristchurch  Railway- 
station,  to  enable  goods  to  be  passed  by  the 
Customs  officials  with  more  expedition  than  is 
at  present  possible  with  the  limited  accommo- 
dation at  their  disposal?  He  hoped  it  was 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  Minister,  who 
knew  pretty  well  everything  in  connection  with 
his  department,  that  during  the  busy  season 
of  the  year  the  work  that  went  on  at  the 
Ohristchurch  Gbods  Railway-station  was  very 
much  handicapped  by  the  limited  shed-ac- 
commodation.     When    two    or    three   direct 
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steamers  oame  into  the  port  the  sheds  got 
full  with  goods  and  the  delivery  was  blocked. 
If  a  little  more  accommodation  were  provided 
the  business-people  would  look  upon  it  as  a 
very  great  convenience.  He  hoped  the  Minis- 
ter would  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  this  matter  was  brought 
under  his  notice  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
during  his  recent  visit  to  Chris tchurch,  and  on 
returning  to  Wellington  he  caused  inquiries  to 
be  made  as  to  the  position  of  things.  As  a 
result,  instructions  were  then  given  to  afford 
the  necessary  additional  accommodation.  This 
would  entail  a  cost  of  £8,000  or  £4,000,  and 
this  would  have  to  come  out  of  the  £200,000 
to  be  asked  ic/t. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENT  IN 
CANTERBURY. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  the  Land  Purchase  Board  have  received  any 
offers  from  owners  to  sell  land  for  settlement 
at  or  near  the  following  places — namely, 
Geraldine,  Orari,  Winchester,  Temuka,  and 
Pleasant  Point ;  and,  if  so,  is  there  any  likeli- 
hood of  land  being  bought  for  thefpurpose  of 
settlement?  This  question  was  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  he  thought  the  Land  Act 
needed  amendment  in  order  to  meet  these 
cases.  They  had  at  present  settlements  in 
various  parts  of  their  agricultural  districts. 
The  people  who  were  living  in  these  settle- 
ments had  probably  half  an  acre  each,  and 
his  object  m  putting  the  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  was  to  show  they  wanted  for  these 
people,  say,  five  acres  each,  so  that  the  men 
might  be  able  to  fill  in  their  extra  time  when  they 
were  not  at  work.  They  also  wanted  to  relieve 
them  of  the  residential  conditions ;  they  wanted 
to  remove  that  altogether,  so  that  they  need 
not  reside  on  the  land.  Otherwise,  by  having 
the  residential  conditions  enforced  they  would 
only  bring  in  double  the  number  of  people  in 
each  district ;  and  that  would  not  relieve  the 
labour-market  at  all. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  question  as  to 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  amend  the  land- 
lavTS  in  this  direction  was  quite  a  different  sub- 
ject from  that  embodied  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  question.  He  was  informed  by  the 
officer  who  had  charge  of  the  matter  that  no 
offer  to  sell  land  near  this  place  had  been  made 
for  some  time — in  fact,  tbe  honourable  mem- 
ber put  a  question  on  the  subject  in  April  last — 
consequently  the  Board  could  not  negotiate  for 
any  land.  Although  various  attempts  had  been 
meide  to  get  people  to  make  an  offer,  they  did 
not  seem  disposed  to  offer  any  land  for  the 
purpose. 

GBIOKLBWOOD  POSTAL  ACCOMMODA- 
TION. 
Mr.  FLATMAN  asked   the  Postmaster- 
General,  If  he  will  provide  better  postal  ac- 
commodation at  Cricklewood,  near  the  Govern- 
ment  settlement  at  Albury?    Since    putting 
this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  he  believed 
that  the  Postal  authorities  had  agreed  to  grant 
the  request,  but  he  believed  the  fault  lay  with 
Mr.  Smith 


another  department.  Possibly  that  might  be 
remedied ;  he  hoped  it  would,  and  he  trusted 
better  postal  accommodation  would  be  provided 
for  the  settlers  of  Albury. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  at  present  there 
appeared  to  be  some  difficulty  in  finding  a 
suitable  person  to  take  charge  of  a  post-offioe 
at  this  place.  Probably  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  interest  himself  in  that  matter; 
and,  when  they  had  a  selection  made  of  a 
suitable  person,  they  would  be  only  too  pleased 
to  open  the  office. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  said  he  could  do  that  to- 
morrow, if  the  department  would  allow  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Very  well. 

GREENLANB   STATION  PASSENGER 
TRAFFIC. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  asked  the  Minister  for  Bail- 
ways,  If  he  will  forthwith  provide  the  neces- 
sary accommodation  for  the  large  paaaenger 
traffic  at  Greenlane  Station,  on  the  Auoklaad 
Railway?  This  question  was  virtually  Mr. 
Speaker's.  The  Greenlane  Station  was  in  that 
honourable  gentleman's  electorate,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  important  centres,  he  thought, 
in  connection  with  the  Suburbs  of  Auckland. 
Very  often,  especially  on  a  Saturday  night, 
seventy  or  eighty  people  would  be  crowded  at 
that  station ;  and  that  was  not  proper.  He 
thought  he  directed  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  to  the  station  when  he  was  at 
Auckland.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Railway  Department 
would  take  into  consideration  the  necessitoos 
nature  of  the  circumstances,  and  at  once  deal 
with  the  matter. 

Mr.  OADMAN  said  the  question  itself  did  not 
indicate  what  was  really  required,  and  he  could 
only  say  that  he  was  not  aware  there  was  such 
a  large  passenger  traffic  except  on  Saturday 
evenings.  The  traffic  at  this  station  was  chiefly 
passengers  and  stock.  The  stock  traffic  took 
place  on  a  certain  day  of  the  week,  and  special 
arrangements  were  made  for  it.  If  it  was  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  said,  he  would  again 
ask  the  department  to  inquire  and  see  whether 
any  further  extension  should  be  made. 

COMPENSATION    FOR    DESTRUCTION 
OF  CATTLE. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture, If  the  Government  will  make  provision 
for  partially  compensating  owners  of  cattle 
that  have  been  destroyed  by  order  of  any  Stock 
Inspector  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  some  years  ago 
he  endeavoured  to  get  a  Bill  passed  providing 
that  in  cases  where  stock  was  destroyed  by 
order  of  a  Stock  Inspector  the  owner  of  it 
would  be  compensated  by  the  colony.  How- 
ever, he  was  not  successful.  Last  year  he  put 
£1,000  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose,  and 
during  the  year  had  paid  various  sums  of 
money  out  of  that  vote  in  cases  where  there 
was  hardship  in  connection  with  stock  that 
had  to  be  destroyed.  He  did  not  know  what 
the  position  of  the  matter  might  be  m  the 
honourable  member's    district,    but   if    there 
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were  any  hard  oases  there  he  hoped  the  Stook 
Department  would  report  upon  them,  with  the 
view  of  the  necessary  relief  being  given.  He 
would  try  to  provide  for  the  matter  this  session 
by  giving  the  House  the  opportunity  of  deciding 
whether,  in  the  interest  of  the  colony,  in  cases 
ythen  stook  was  destroyed  by  order  of  a  veteri- 
nary surgeon,  the  owners  should  not  be  com- 
pensated, and  thus  enable  the  country  to  have 
muoh  purer  and  cleaner  stock  than  at  present. 

LAND  FOR  LANDLESS  MAORIS. 
Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 

(1)  What  progress  has  been  made  by  the 
Survey  Department  in  the  survey  of  the  lands 
set  apart  for  landless  Maoris  at  Waiau ;  and 

(2)  is  it  intended  to  increase  the  number  of 
surveyors  engaged  upon  this  work  in  order  that 
it  may  be  speedily  finished,  and  the  Maoris 
able  to  enter  upon  the  land  without  unneoes- 
saiy  delay  ?  His  reason  for  putting  this  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper  was  that  several 
applications  had  been  made  to  him  asking 
him  why  there  was  so  much  delay  in  com- 
pleting the  surveys  of  this  land.  The  Maoris 
were  anxious  to  settle  on  the  land  as  soon  as 
the  survey  was  completed. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  his  reply  was,  that 
several  blocks  had  been  surveyed,  and  at  the 
present  time  a  surveyor  was  working  in  South 
Waiau,  preparing  the  plans  and  making  sur- 
veys, and  as  soon  as  the  weather  cleared  up 
snd  became  more  suitable  for  field  work  the 
survey  would  be  proceeded  with. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  RAILWAY  -  STATION 
ENLARGEMENT. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, If  he  will  cause  the  railway-station  at 
New- Plymouth  to  be  enlarged,  with  the  view  of 
giving  better  accommodation  to  the  travelling 
public  ?  He  would  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  for  Railways  to  the  fact  that  the 
passenger  platform  at  the  New  Plymouth  Rail- 
way-station was  far  too  narrow  to  accommodate 
the  increasing  traffic,  especially  on  days  when 
the  mail-train  arrived. 

Mr.  C ADMAN  said  the  department  con- 
sidered that  an  improvement  was  desirable ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  was  aware  that 
there  were  one  or  two  matters  which  he  had  to 
consider  in  connection  with  New  Plymouth, 
and  it  was  necessary  that  the  local  authorities 
should  meet  the  department  as  much  as 
possible.  The  honourable  gentleman  would 
understand  that  he  was  now  referring  more 
particularly  to  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board.  He  would  be  aware  of  the  recent  dis- 
pute about  the  repairing  of  the  wharf.  If  the 
Harbour  Board  persisted  in  letting  the  wharf 
go  to  rain,  the  Railway  Department  had  no 
intention  of  making  an  exception  in  the  case 
of  New  Plymouth  and  keeping  the  wharf  in 
repair,  any  more  than  wharves  in  other  parts 
of  tiie  colony,  and  the  Harbour  Board  had 
been  advised  to  that  effect.  If  nothing  were 
done  to  the  wharf  it  was  a  question  of  a  very 
short  time  when  it  would  become  unsafe  for 
tnifio ;  and  as  soon  as  the  Engineer  reported  to 


that  effect,  instructions  would  immediately  be 
given  to  cease  running  trains  on  the  wharf.  If 
this  were  not  done,  and  an  accident  and  loss  of 
life  resulted,  the  responsibility  would  immedi- 
ately be  cast  on  his  (Mr.  Gadman's)  shoulders ; 
and  he  had  no  intention  of  accepting  that 
responsibility.  The  position  virtually  was  this ; 
that  if  the  Harbour  Board  did  not  repair  the 
wharf  the  traffic  must  go  to  Waitara  or  Wa- 
nganui  or  come  to  Wellington;  and  it  was, 
therefore,  no  use  the  department  arranging  ta 
spend  any  money  on  the  New  Plymouth  Station 
until  it  was  distinctly  understood  that  the 
wharf  would  be  kept  in  order  for  the  benefit  of 
the  port  traffic. 

LAND  FOR  LANDLESS  MAORIS. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines^ 
Whether  he  will  make  inquiries  to  ascertain 
if  it  is  correct  that  licenses  have  been  granted 
to  Europeans  to  prospect  for  gold  upon  the 
land  set  apart  for  landless  Maoris  at  Waiau,. 
on  the  southern  side  of  Murihiku,  known  to 
Europeans  as  *'  Southland  '*  ?  When  he  waa 
last  in  Southland  his  attention  was  called  to 
the  fact  that  prospectors'  licenses  had  been 
granted  to  Europeans  to  prospect  for  gold 
on  land  set  aside  for  landless  Maoris.  If 
that  were  so,  it  would  be  unfair  to  have  that 
land  cut  up  or  taken  for  mining  purposes 
when  it  had  been  set  aside  for  three  or  four 
years  for  the  Maoris. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  question  had  been 
on-  the  Order  Paper  for  a  considerable  time,, 
and  when  it  appeared  the  Warden  was  tele- 
graphed to  asking  for  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  Warden  replied,  on  the  2nd  October,  as 
follows  :  "  Have  no  knowledge  of  any  licenses 
being  granted.  If  granted,  would  be  invalid,  if 
ground  set  apart."  That  was  the  only  informa- 
tion he  had  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  PARATA  said  he  did  not  think  they^ 
knew  that  that  land  was  set  aside.  It  was  the 
fault  of  the  Land  Department  he  believed. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  Warden  stated  that 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  licenses  being  granted. 

Mr.  PARATA  said  that  when  he  was  in 
Invercargill  he  went  to  the  Land  Office  and 
saw  the  Commissioner  of  Lands,  and  he  wired 
to  him  that  it  had  been  done.  He  would  ask 
the  Minister  to  make  further  inquiries. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  would  inquire  further 
into  the  subject.  Nobody  but  the  Warden 
could  grant  mining  licenses. 

Mr.  PARATA  said  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  assured  him  a  license  had  been 
granted. 

TAUHOA  TELEPHONE  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Postmaster- Qeneral,. 
If  he  will  make  arrangements  to  extend  tha 
telephone  to  Tauhoa,  passing  through  Kaipara 
Flats?  He  might  inform  the  Mmister  that 
there  was  a  storekeeper  living  at  Tauhoa— ik 
Mr.  Boler — who  would  furnish  a  building  free 
that  could  be  converted  into  an  office,  and 
would  also  undertake  free  of  charge  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  convey  the  materials  from  Helens- 
ville  to  Tauhoa. 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  estimated  cost  of 
this  eztenBion  was  £860;  working-expenses, 
including  interest  and  maintenance,  £51 ;  and 
revenue  probably  £80  per  annum :  leaving  a  de- 
ficiency of  £21.  On  the  usual  terms  this  line 
oould  be  erected — if  the  settlers  paid  a  subsidy 
of  £84,  or  the  County  Council  gave  a  guarantee 
to  pay  £21  per  annum  for  five  years. 

LEESTON  COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  Why  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  erect 
a  Courthouse  at  Leeston  ?  In  last  year's  esti- 
mates a  vote  of  £250  was  included  for  this 
purpose.  Leeston  was  not  in  his  district  at 
the  time,  but  had  since  been  included  owing  to 
the  edteration  of  boundaries.  As  far  as  he  was 
aware,  nothing  whatever  had  been  done.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  reason  was,  and  hoped 
the  Minister  would  explain. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  it  was  correct  that 
£250  was  placed  on  the  estimates  last  vear ;  but 
the  money  was  not  expended,  nor  the  Court- 
house started.  Since  that  vote  was  taken  the 
department  were  not  fully  satisfied  there  was 
a  necessity  for  it ;  but  the  whole  matter  would 
be  inquired  into  and  considered  when  the 
public-works  estimates  were  being  prepared. 

SOUTHBRIDGE  CONSTABLE. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  When  he  intends  to  appoint  a  con- 
stable for  Southbridge?  This  question  had 
been  satisfactorily  answered  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  constable. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said,  Yes,  a  constable 
had  already  been  appointed. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  DEBENTURE- 
HOLDERS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  had  any  interview  with  the  Midland  Rail- 
way debenture-holders  when  in  London,  and 
whether  he  has  any  communication  to  make  to 
the  House  in  reference  to  the  said  railway? 
This  question,  as  it  stood,  was  answered  in  the 
Pinancial  Statement ;  but,  with  the  Speaker's 
permission,  he  would  like  to  put  another  ques- 
tion bearing  on  the  same  subject.  He  would 
ask  the  Premier  whether  he  would  push  for- 
ward the  completion  of  the  section  between 
Jackson's  and  the  Otira  Gorge,  a  distance  of 
sixteen  miles.  About  half  the  formation  was 
finished,  and  the  other  half  might  be  completed 
during  the  course  of  the  present  summer.  By 
getting  the  section  completed  from  Jackson's 
to  Otira  the  journey  by  the  railway  would  be 
extended  and  the  coach -journey  shorten'ed,  and 
the  through  journey  from  Cbristchurch  might 
then  be  accomplished  in  one  day. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  little  further 
to  add  to  what  had  appeared  in  the  Financial 
Statement.  The  position  at  the  present  time 
was  that  a  claim  had  been  made  on  the  com- 
pany for  the  last  expenditure  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  the  line.  He  was 
pleased  to  say  that  one  of  the  difficulties  that 
was  in  the  way  in  respect  to  the  construction 
of  the  line  at  the  Gorge  was  likely  to  be  solved 


in  a  direction  not  anticipated— namely,  he  had 
from  an  engineer  of  very  high  eminenoe  in  the 
colony  an  intimation  that  a  great  improve- 
ment could  be  made  without  at  all  eimaiio- 
ing  the  cost  of  construction,  and  that  ibis 
would  greatly  improve  the  working  of  the 
line  also.  The  summer  was  now  coming  oo 
them,  and  the  Government  thought  that  the 
work  should  be  vigorously  proceeded  with, 
and  that  advantage  should  be  taken  of 
the  summer  months.  That  course  woald  be 
adopted.  They  had  had  some  little  difficulty 
at  the  Nelson  end,  because  the  line,  he  thought, 
ought  to  have  gone  originally  up  the  Tadmor 
Valley ;  but  there  was  some  difficulty  requiring 
such  a  deviation  as  could  not  have  been  ctm- 
templated  under  the  original  contract.  It 
was  a  matter  for  the  Government  to  conndei 
whether  or  not  that  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
line  itself  to  ^ut  it  up  to  Tadmor  Valley. 
That  would  bring  a  large  area  of  land  and 
a  very  large  number  of  settlers  to  that  point, 
and  the  grade  would  be  better  if  the  line  were 
taken  there.  He  believed  it  was  200  It.  leas 
incline  than  under  the  original  survey.  How- 
ever, the  position  was  this:  that  they  could 
not  do  more  than  they  were  doing  and  with- 
out acting  harshly  towards  the  company;  at 
the  same  time  it  was  not  at  all  satisfactory 
to  have  this  work  delayed  as  it  had  been, 
and  to  have  the  land  kept  from  being  opened 
for  settlement.  They  must,  of  course,  at  the 
same  time  act  carefully  so  as  to  retain  their 
position  and  in  no  way  prejudice  the  colony. 
That  was  the  position  now,  and  he  coald  only 
say,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to  do  it,  he  would 
push  on  the  works  now  that  the  Bommer 
months  were  here  ;  and  he  had  been  informed 
by  his  colleague,  the  Minister  for  Pablio 
Works,  that  instructions  had  been  given  to  the 
engineers  to  do  so.  He  regretted  very  mach 
there  were  no  proposals  at  all  from  the  deben- 
ture-holders. The  line  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  debenture-holders,  who  had  appointed  a 
Receiver,  and  beyond  that  there  was  nothing 
further  to  add  to  what  appeared  in  the  Financial 
Statement. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  it  is  their  intention  to  give  farther 
facilities  for  old-age  pension  claims  to  be  sent 
in  and  registered  ?  Uis  reason  for  asking  this 
question  was  that  a  number  of  old  persona  who 
wished  to  send  in  their  names  for  old-age  pen- 
sions, on  applying  to  the  local  post-offioea,  were 
unable  to  get  the  necessary  forms,  and  on  that 
account  they  were  not  able  to  send  in  their 
names  within  the  specified  time.  They  were 
now  anxious  to  know  what  position  they  were 
in,  and  if  they  would  still  be  able  to  send  in 
their  names  and  have  them  registered,  and  if 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give 
them  the  same  facilities  as  others  had  got. 
It  was  not  their  fault;  because  he  knew,  in 
many  instances,  that  people  had  gone  to 
the  post-offices  for  forms,  and  that  the  Post- 
masters had  informed  them  that  all  the  foima 
were  filled  up,  and  they  could  not  supply  them. 
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And  on  that  aooonnt  these  people  were  not 
able  to  send  in  their  names  in  time.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  state  that 
no  obstacle  woald  be  thrown  in  the  way  of 
these  people  sending  in  their  forms  in  time  to 
participate. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  might  say,  on  behalf  of 
his  colleague,  that  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  reason  why  these  old-age  pensioners  should 
not  send  in  their  claims  before  any  legislation 
took  place  in  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  asked  if  the  Minister 
woald  give  instructions  that  the  post-offices 
should  be  supplied  with  forms. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  forms. 

RAETIHI  UNSOLD  SECTIONS. 

Mr.  O.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  When  the  unsold  sections  in  Raetihi 
wUl  he  offered  for  sale  ? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said,  the  whole  proceed- 
ing of  the  department  in  connection  with 
townships  of  this  sort  was  that  when  a  number 
of  people  expressed  ^eir  desire  to  buy  land  a 
eale  was  held.  There  had  been  no  indication 
given  to  the  department  that  there  was  any 
demand  at  the  present  time  for  land  in  the 
Baetihi  Township.  However,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  haviog  a  sale  at  any  time,  if  there 
was  a  desire  on  the  t>art  of  the  people  to  pur- 
chase ;  so  that  if  the  member  who  put  the 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  would  intimate 
u>  the  department  that  he  knows  there  is 
such  a  demand,  then  a  sale  would  take  place. 

OTAGO  PENINSULA  ROAD. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  place  on  the  estimates  a  sum  of  £2,000 
for  grading  a  portion  of  the  Otago  Peninsula 
Bead,  near  Sandymount  ?  He  had  been  asked 
by  the  local  authority  to  bring  the  needs  of  the 
Peninsula  before  the  Government.  The  Penin- 
sula had  never  been  benefited  by  any  expendi- 
ture on  public  works,  and  the  local  revenue 
was  quite  insufficient  even  to  maintain  their 
roads,  let  alone  undertaking  new  works.  He 
did  hope  something  would  be  done  to  relieve 
the  settlers  in  that  locality. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  no  doubt 
there  was  an  honest  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
member  for  Waikouaiti  to  forward  the  interests 
of  the  settlers  in  the  Peninsula  and  Sandy- 
mount  districts,  but  the  Government  could  not 
state  at  the  present  time  what  position  the 
matter  would  be  in,  because  it  would  simply  be 
giving  away  the  Public  Works  Statement  piece- 
meal, and  other  honourable  members  would 
have  all  sorts  of  questions  asking  whether  the 
Government  were  going  to  do  so-and-so  for 
their  districts.  The  honourable  gentleman 
would  have  to  wait  until  the  PubUc  Works 
Statement  came  down,  and  then  he  could  see 
what  was  to  be  done. 

INDUSTRIAL.    COMMERCIAL,    AND 

OTHER  BILLS. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Pre- 
mier,  If  he  has  caused  any  industrial,  commer- 


cial, or  other  Bills  to  be  distributed  to  any 
persons  or  combinations  of  persons  throughout 
the  colony  previous  to  the  distribution  of  the 
same  among  members  of  the  House ;  whether 
the  various  Chambers  of  Commerce  have  been 
among  the  recipients ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  take 
steps  to  have  such  bodies  included  in  future  ? 
He  said  the  motive  of  the  question  had  suffered 
somewhat  through  lapse  of  time.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  session  he  received  a  telegram 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Dunedin 
asking  him  for  several  indastrial  Bills,  such  as 
the  Eight  Hours  Bill,  Master  and  Apprentice 
Bill,  and  so  forth,  and  he  replied  that  the  Bills 
were  not  yet  printed  and  distributed.  In 
answer  to  that  he  received  another  telegram 
saying  that  these  Bills  had  already  been  sup- 
plied to  others  in  Dunedin.  He  thought  if 
they  were  to  be  distributed  before  the  session 
that  it  was  only  proper  a  representative  body 
like  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  should  have 
them  also.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Premier 
whether  he  would  see  that  such  bodies  got  the 
Bills  in  future  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  had 
established  a  rule— and  he  thought  it  was  a 
good  one — that  where  they  were  asked  for  in- 
tended legislation  to  supply  it.  Those  who 
asked  for  the  Bills  were  supplied  with  them. 
They  were  purely  draft  Bills,  and  those  receiv> 
ing  them  were  informed,  in  fact,  that  they 
were  simplv  the  Bills  of  the  previous  session 
which  had  been  rejected  or  not  proceeded  with. 
He  would  not  be  surprised  to  find  that  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  really  had  the  same 
Bills  in  their  possession  as  were  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  organizations  who  applied  for  them 
this  year.  So  far  as  the  Government  were 
concerned,  they  had,  irrespective  of  position — 
whether  the  application  came  from  employers 
or  employed — acceded  to  each  request;  and 
he  was  sure  that  instructions  had  been  given 
that  when  the  Bills  were  ready  they  should  be 
sent  to  the  employers'  associations  and  to  the 
unions.  The  Government  had  done  that.  As 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  being  placed  on 
the  list  for  Bills  of  this  kind,  he  should  be 
most  happy  to  comply  with  the  request. 

NAVAL  TRAINING-SCHOOL. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  arrange  to  repossess  the 
Orphanage  Buildings  at  Lyttelton,  and  esta- 
blish therein  a  naval  training-school?  He 
wished  to  remind  the  Premier  that  the 
Orphanage  Buildings  at  Lyttelton  were  erected 
by  the  Provincial  Government  of  Canterbury 
many  years  ago  at  considerable  expense.  For 
many  years  these  buildings  had  been  used  to 
great  advantage  as  a  home  for  hundreds  of 
boys  and  girls,  who  had  derived  great  benefit 
therefrom.  But  for  the  last  five  or  six  years 
the  buildings  had  been  simply  tenantless,  so 
far  as  orphans  were  concerned,  and  he  thought 
something  should  be  done  by  the  Government 
to  repossess  such  buildings,  and  that  a  train- 
ing-school might  be  established  there.  The 
question  of  training-schools  for  orphan  boys 
was   a  matter  of   such  importance   that  he 
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thought  the  Qoyernment  should  consider  the 
position.  The  buildings  should  not  be  allowed 
to  be  tenantless,  as  they  were  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  question  referred  to 
a  most  important  subjeot.  Bepresentations 
had  been  made  to  the  Government  that  they 
ought  to  establish  a  training-ship;  but,  as 
against  that,  there  was  in  the  first  instance,  if 
the  Government  took  the  *'  Pylades,"  the  ex- 
penditure of  about  £8,000  a  year  for  equipment 
and  maintenance.  He  scarcely  thought  the 
time  had  yet  arrived  for  them  to  do  that.  The 
fact  of  the  buildings  referred  to  being  available 
at  the  present  time  was  urged  as  a  reason  why 
tbe  Government  should  establish  a  training- 
school  there.  Members  seemed  oblivious  of 
this  fact :  that  their  boys  would  not  enter  Her 
Majesty's  ships.  When  they  considered  that 
an  adult  got  about  lOd.  per  day,  and  a  boy 
about  7d.  per  day,  and,  with  the  other  em- 
ployment they  had  in  the  colony,  they  would 
understand  that  the  boys  of  the  colony  would 
not  enter  tbe  naval  service.  As  to  the  other 
facilities,  on  their  intercolonial  steamers,  that 
was  another  phase  of  the  question  that  he 
thought  Bhould  be  shortly  dealt  with.  For 
his  own  part,  he  would  like  to  see  more  of 
their  boys  going  to  sea.  He  might  say  that 
the  matter  of  establishing  training-schools  had 
not  yet  been  dealt  with  by  Cabinet.  He  would 
repeat  what  he  had  stated  on  a  previous 
occasion— that  he  thought  their  schools  and 
reformatories  were  not  being  conducted  on 
right  lines.  They  had  a  certain  class  of 
orphans  sent  to  the  schools  who  ought  to 
be  kept  by  themselves,  and  who  ought  not 
to  be  put  with  other  orphans  and  children 
who  were  reopeotable  and  untainted ;  and 
probably  Government  would  look  into  these 
buildings  and  see  whether  or  not  they  could 
start  an  orphanage  on  something  like  these 
lines.  The  Government  were  unanimous  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  way  of  separating  these 
children  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned. 

Mr.  FISHER  paid  that  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment preHented  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales  with  the  **  Wolverine,"  a  very  much 
superior  vessel  to  the  "  Pylades  "  ;  but  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  finding  the  "  Wolver- 
ine" uuHuitable  for  a  training-ship,  bought  the 
merchant  ship  **  Sobraon."  The  "Sobraon** 
was  as  superior  to  the  "  Wolverine  "  as  the 
"  Wolverine  "  was  to  the  "  Pylades." 

NAVAL  TRAINING-SHIP. 
Mr.  MILLS  asked  tbe  Premier,  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  provide  a  naval 
training-f-hip  for  the  youths  of  the  colony,  and 
to  take  into  consideration  the  many  natural 
advantages  offered  as  a  station  for  such  a  vessel 
in  Picton  ?  The  Premier  had  practically 
covered  the  ground  of  this  question  in  his  reply 
to  a  prexiouR  question;  but  this  was  not  a 
matter  merely  of  local  importance,  for  it  had 
been  very  widely  discussed  from  Auckland  to 
Dunedin  during  the  past  few  months.  He 
would  ask  the  Premier  if  he  would  give  the 
question  further  consideration  later  on,  and  see 
Mr.  Joyce 


if  something  could  not  be  done  in  modifying 
the  proposals.  He  thought,  at  any  rate,  that 
a  start  might  be  made  at  a  much  less  cost  than 
£8,000,  and  it  would,  he  believed,  be  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  vrooid 
give  the  matter  the  fullest  consideration.  They 
had  received  a  recommendation  from  Captain 
AUman  so  far  back  as  October,  1895,  that  the 
Government  should  offer  bonuses  for  each  lad 
carried  in  addition  to  the  crew  required  by  the 
present  law.  This  proposal  had  been  oarefoUy 
worked  out,  and,  though  it  did  look  somewhat 
pretentious,  still  there  was  something  in  it  which 
might  lead  to  getting  our  boys  on  to  the  ships 
and  steamers  in  the  ooloniaj  service.  So  far 
as  that  phase  of  the  question  was  concerned, 
it  had  the  good  wishes  of  the  Government.  He 
must  say  this:  that  he  remembered  the  time 
when  the  Victorian  Government  made  a  trial 
of  one  of  those  boats,  and  it  was  not  a  snc- 
cess,  and  he  had  not  yet  heard  that  training- 
ships  established  in  the  other  colonies  had  been 
successful.  It  was  quite  true  that  tbe  attempt 
to  utilise  H.M.S.  '*  Wolverine  "  had  been  found 
unworkable,  and  a  change  was  made.  Those 
who  appeared  to  thoroughly  understand  the 
question  suggested  that  they  should  get  a 
merchant  vessel  in  Wellington  Harbour — a 
sailing  ship— not  too  large,  and  have  her 
rigged,  so  that  the  boys  might  be  got  to  work 
on  the  ship  and  learn  to  be  real  seamen,  tmd 
there  were  very  few  now  in  existence.  These 
boys,  so  trained,  would  be  readily  accepted 
by  both  the  merchants  and  Imperial  Toeaels. 
However,  he  would  go  into  the  matter  very 
carefully. 

UNITED  FIRE-BRIGADES'  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  vote  a  sum  this  session  to 
the  United  Fire-brigades'  Association  equal  to 
the  amount  voted  annually  for  the  past  twelve 
years,  and  also  add  the  £150  deducted  from  the 
last  year's  grant  ?  The  object  was  to  organise 
the  brigades  in  New  Zealand  under  one  recog- 
nised council.  Each  brigade's  annual  sub- 
scription was,  he  thought,  £1  lOs.,  with  £1  Is. 
entrance-fee.  The  brigades  had  also  an  acci- 
dent insurance  fund  under  the  Friendly  So- 
cieties Act ;  and,  when  they  came  to  consider 
that  the  annual  grant  of  £250  was  to  oover 
the  wants  of  about  two  thousand  men,  ihej 
found  it  was  equal  to  a  capitation  grant 
of  only  2s.  6d.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Government  had,  on  many  occasions,  had 
valuable  property  saved  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  these  fire-brigades,  and  he  knew 
that  the  brigades  had  not  considered  one  class 
of  the  community  above  another  in  the  per- 
formance of  tbeir  labours.  He  trusted  the 
Premier  would  be  able  to  give  a  satislactoiy 
answer  to  this  question. 

Mr.  CARROLL,  in  replying  to  the  question  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  would  not  now  go 
into  the  general  question  he  had  raised,  but,  so 
far  as  the  usual  vote  on  the  estimates  was  con- 
cerned, the  Government  was  not  responsible 
for  the  reduction  of  that  amount.    The  Go- 
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Temment  had  been  apptoaohed  by  all  tbe  fire- 
brigade  asBOoiations  in  the  colony  with  a  view 
of  having  the  Bom  reinstated.  Though  the  Oo- 
vemment  had  not  finally  determined  on  all  the 
points  of  the  question,  it  would  be  full^  oon- 
sidered  when  the  supplementary  estunates 
came  up  for  deliberation. 

MARLBOROUGH  RUNS. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If, 
in  consideration  of  the  great  number  of  dis- 
appointed applicants  for  land  at  the  recent  sale 
in  the  Marlborough  Provinoial  District,  as 
shown  by  the  496  applications  for  the  twenty- 
two  lots  of  land  recently  placed  on  the  market 
at  Kaikoura,  he  will  endeavour  to  hasten  the 
acquirement  of  other  runs  in  Marlborough 
known  to  be  suitable  for  closer  settlement,  and 
offer  them  to  the  public  as  soon  as  possible  ? 
Personally,  he  was  well  aware  the  Minister  of 
Lands  was  doing  all  he  possibly  could  in  the 
direction  of  acquiring  land  for  settlement,  and 
it  was  mainly  because  he  wanted  the  reply  of 
the  Minister  to  have  as  wide  a  circulation  as 
possible  that  he  had  put  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper.  He  wished  to  let  those  who 
were  so  strongly  interested  in  this  matter,  and 
who  had  been  so  patiently  waiting,  know 
what  was  really  being  done.  He  might  say 
the  earth-hunger  in  the  Marlborough  District 
?ras  very  keen,  and  at  the  present  time  a 
great  number  of  the  young  people  had  to  leave' 
and  go  to  the  North  Island,  and  it  was  found 
that  when  they  left  their  own  districts  their 
parents  were  nob  so  inclined  to  assist  them  as 
they  would  if  they  were  close  to  their  own 
homes  and  under  their  own  supervision.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Minister  would  push  on 
this  work  of  acquiring  some  of  the  large  runs 
with  the  greatest  possible  speed. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  pretty  fully 
dealt  with  this  matter  in  replying  to  the  ques- 
tion put  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
that  afternoon.  He  could  only  say  the  Govern- 
ment would  as  far  as  possible  endeavour  to 
meet  the  undoubted  demand  for  land  in  this 
district. 

OTIRA  GORGE. 
Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  take  every  preoautioa 
to  provide  that  those  who  may  have  the  laying 
of  the  railway-line  between  the  east  and  west 
coasts  of  the  Middle  Island  shall  take  all 
reasonable  means  when  doing  the  work  to  do 
as  little  damage  as  possible  to  the  natural 
beauty  of  the  country,  more  particula];ly  with 
a  view  to  the  preservation  of  the  beauty  of  the 
Otira  Gorge  and  from  Jackson's  to  the  same  ? 
He  had  no  doubt  the  Minister  had  travelled 
over  this  part  of  the  country,  and  would  there- 
fore know  how  important  it  was  that  its 
beauties  should  be  preserved.  The  grandeur 
and  magnificence  of  the  scenery  in  that 
locality  was  almost  indescribable,  and  it  was 
well  known  to  be  a  popular  resort  for  tour- 
ists. They  knew  that  contractors  were  not 
always  particular  so  far  as  the  surroundings  of 
their  work  was  concerned,  so  long  as  they 


could  get  their  work  through  with  the  least 
possible  cost  to  themselves.  He  trusted  that 
the  Minister  when  letting  any  of  the  work  along 
this  line  would  see  that  every  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  undue  damage  being  done. 
Once  the  natural  beauty  was  destroyed  it  would 
be  impossible  to  have  it  replaced. 

Mr.  HALL^JONES  said  the  Government 
fullv  realised  the  magnificence  of  the  scenery 
in  that  part  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  should 
not  be  in  any  way  diminished  by  the  work 
carried  on  there.  Some  time  before  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  placed  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  instructions  had  been  issued  to 
the  engineers  in  ohaige  of  the  work  that  eyery 
precaution  was  to  be  taken  in  the  way  of 
msuring  that  the  beauties  of  that  part  of  the 
country  should  not  be  encroached  upon  more 
than  was  absolutely  necessary. 

WAITARA  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  What  is  the  total  cost  to  the  colony  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Waitara  River,  near  Tiko- 
rangi? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  that  the  total  cost 
of  the  bridge  was  £1,127  19s.  7d. 

REMISSION  OP  RENT  ON  BUSH  LANDS. 

Mr.  O'MEARA  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  it  is  his  intention  to  introduce  legislation 
enabling  the  Grown  to  remit  rent  on  bush  lands 
for  a  term  of  three  years  from  the  date  of 
occupancy  ? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  that  no  legislation 
on  this  subject  would  be  attempted  this 
session. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  LETHBRIDGE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether,  before  it  is  too  late,  he  will 
set  aside  some  blocks  of  heavy  bush  land  for 
sawmilling  purposes  near  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway,  so  as  to  insure  that  the  timber 
will  be  utilised,  instead  of  being  destroyed,  as 
happens  when  the  land  is  opened  for  settlement 
purposes  ?  He  believed  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  was  to  be  carried  on,  and  he  was  sorry 
it  had  not  been  carried  on  faster.  He  hoped 
at  some  future  day  it  would  be  taken  up 
through  the  bush  country.  In  the  mean- 
time land  for  settlement  was  being  taken  up 
along  the  route  of  the  line,  and  the  timber  was 
being  destroyed.  He  hoped  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  see  fit  to  set  apart  certain  blocks 
adjacent  to  the  line,  so  that  when  the  railway- 
line  was  put  through  at  some  future  time  the 
timber  on  these  blocks  might  be  used  for  saw- 
milling  purposes  and  not  burnt. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  Government  had 
very  careful  reports  made  upon  the  areas  suit- 
able for  timber  reserves,  and  the  matter  was  now 
under  consideration  as  to  the  area  that  should 
be  reserved  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the 
honourable  member's  question. 

LOANS  TO  LOCAL  BODIES  ACT. 
Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  facts  that  this  colony 
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oan  now  borrow  in  London  ftt  3^  per  cent,  in- 
terest, and  that  it  is  deemed  by  nun  nnneoes- 
sary  to  have  a  sinking  fund  in  connection  with 
loans  advanced  to  local  bodies  under  the  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Act,  he  will  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest  payable  by  local  bodies  on  such  loans 
to  the  extent  of  1  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  gave  a  reply  to  this 
question  on  the  previous  day,  and  what  he  said 
tnen  would  apply  to  the  question  now  put  by 
the  honourable  member.  He  thought  the 
•eolony  should  clearly  understand  that  the 
local  bodies  had  practically  had  their  money 
from  thd  colony  at  8  per  cent.  That  had 
nearly  always  been  in  their  favour.  They  had 
not  done  better  before,  and  they  could  not  do 
better  to-day. 

ANALYTICAL  EXPERT. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  ap- 
point a  duly- qualified  analytical  expert,  who 
will  visit  the  difierent  provincial  districts  in 
the  colony,  making  an  analysis  of  the  soils  on 
the  different  farms,  so  as  to  practically  show 
the  farmers  what  constituent  parts  are  wanting 
to  insure  raising  good  crops,  and  thus  ma- 
terially add  to  the  already  great  producing- 
power  of  New  Zealand  ?  The  appomtment  of 
-various  experts  in  different  parts  of  the  colony, 
so  far  as  he  had  noticed,  had  merited  the 
highest  praise,  and  had  given  great  satisfaction, 
and  he  believed  if  they  had  the  one  mentioned 
in  the  question  appointed  he  would  do  a  great 
deal  of  good,  especially  amongst  the  farmers, 
who  would  appreciate  a  little  sensible  advice 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  its  capa- 
bilities. He  knew  that  they  could  send  samples 
to  Wellington  to  be  analysed,  but  in  that  case 
it  was  only  taken  from  one  part  of  the  farm, 
whereas,  if  an  expert  went  into  the  neighbour- 
hood and  gave  a  practical  object-lesson  similar 
to  what  was  done  in  connection  with  the 
orchards,  it  would  do  a  large  amount  of  good, 
and  would  entail  very  little  expense.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  would  see  his  way  to  do  something 
in  this  direction. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  question  of  the 
appointment  of  an  analyst  would  depend  en- 
tirely upon  whether  or  not  the  House  voted  the 
money.  If  the  House  voted  the  money  an 
officer  would  be  appointed,  and  it  was  his 
intention  to  ask  for  a  vote  for  the  amount. 

UNITED  FIRE-BRIGADES*  ASSOCIATION. 
Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will  this  year  increase  the  grant 
to  the  United  Fire-brigades'  Association  to  £400 
— this  being  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  annual 
grant  that  ban  been  made  for  the  last  twelve 
vears  of  £250  and  the  £150  that  was  deducted 
last  year?  Although  this  question  had  been 
placed  on  the  Order  Paper  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  a  question  more  recently  put  on 
the  Paper  had  been  answered  first.  He  should 
-consider  the  answer  to  his  question  on  all-fours 
with  the  answer  just  given  by  the  Minister 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine. 
He  might  just  point  out  that  evidently  the 
Mr.  Brown 


Treasurer  recognised  that  this  asaoeiatioii 
was  entitled  to  £260  per  annum,  beoaoao 
for  twelve  years  that  amount  had  been 
put  on  the  estimates.  £250  was  reinstated 
this  year,  and  that  was  after  having  got  £100 
last  year.  He  wished  now  only  to  add  thai 
the  fire-brigades  that  were  connected  with 
this  association  were  composed  principally  of 
volunteers,  and  very  few  of  the  men  got  any 
pay  for  their  work,  while  they  often  risked  their 
lives  in  saving  the  lives  and  property  of  other 
people.  And  the  Government  itself  had  a 
considerable  interest  in  the  brigades  being  kept 
in  a  state  of  efficiency,  as  in  every  large  oentre 
there  was  a  large  amount  of  Government 
property  which  the  brigades  assisted  to  proteet. 
He  did  not  think  £250  was  at  all  an  ezoeaeive 
amount  to  be  allocated  in  this  way. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  honourable  member  that  the 
Government  proposed  to  give  the  usual  subeidy 
of  £250 ;  but  the  honourable  member  for  Pal- 
merston  pointed  out  to  the  House  that,  as 
there  would  simply  be  a  conference,  then 
was  no  neeessity  for  the  House  voting  the  aom 
previously  voted,  and  he  thought  there  wsus  a 
reduction  made ;  at  any  rate,  the  will  of  Parlia- 
ment was  known  on  the  matter.  They  could 
not,  of  course,  bring  in  retrospective  legislation 
or  take  retrospective  votes,  as  the  House  had 
agreed,  when  the  circumstances  were  pointed 
out,  to  what  had  been  done.  After  weighing 
all  the  circumstances  they  recommended  the 
House  to  grant  the  usual  subsidy  of  £250.  He 
would  not  go  back  from  that ;  that  was  the  de- 
cision that  had  been  arrived  at,  and  beyond  it 
he  could  not  go. 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  if  it  were  not  intended 
that  this  matter  should  be  dealt  with  when 
the  supplementary  estimates  were  brought 
down,  he  hoped  that  the  statement  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman's  colleague  would 
be  carried  out  by  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  probably  what  his 
colleague  had  in  his  mind  was  this :  that  the 
Government  had  a  Fire  Insurance  Bill  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  under  the  Fire  Insurance 
Bill  they  intended  to  place  the  fire-brigades  of 
this  colony  in  a  proper  position. 

IRONBARK,  ETC. 
Mr.  CROWTHER  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  has  taken  any  steps,  in  terms  of 
his  promise  made  during  the  1896  session,  to 
ascertain  as  to  how  far  it  is  possftle  to  piopo- 
gate  the  growth  of  ironbark,  stringy-bark,  and 
other  hfirdwood  timbers  in  New  Zealand  ?  He 
had  placed  a  similar  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  last  session.  At  that  time  the  Minister 
promised  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  suggestion.  After  the  question 
was  placed  on  the  Order  Paper  his  attention 
had  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  ground 
around  the  Parliamentary  Buildings  was  fenoed 
with  Hobart-town  palings.  It  seemed  to  him 
strange  that  they  should  have  to  go  to 
Hobart  for  palings  to  fence  in  their  parlia- 
mentary grounds  in  Wellington.  However, 
such  was  the    case.    And  it  was  within  his 
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knowledge  as  an  abeolnte  fact  that  thon- 
■andfl  of  poonda  were  annually  paid  by  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  for  Hobart  fencing 
and  stringy-bark  palings.  Now,  they  had  large 
tracts  of  land,  especially  in  some  parts  of  the 
North,  that  were  yery  suitable  indeed  for  grow- 
ing this  class  of  timber.  He  remembered  the 
distriot  in  Victoria  where  he  used  to  see  these 
hardwood  timbers  growing,  and  he  had  very 
good  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  grow,  at 
any  race  in  some  parts  of  the  northern  districts 
of  New  Zealand.  He  had  heard  it  said  in  that 
House  that  session,  that  it  was  of  no  use  to 
plant  timber  where  there  was  a  big  population 
beoause  of  the  danger  of  fire.  He  was  not  aware 
whether  that  was  a  sound  argument  or  not. 
He  thoogbt  they  had  some  districts  where  the 
timber  would  run  no  risk,  because  it  was  on  the 

Sam-fields  where  the  timber  was  destroyed  by 
re.  They  had  wattle  plantations  in  Waikato 
that  appeared  to  have  thriven  very  well ;  they 
looked  very  healthy  to-day,  and  he  thought  they 
had  been  a  success.  Where  there  was  no  gum 
he  did  not  think  there  was  very  much  danger  of 
their  forests  being  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he 
trusted  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  answer 
the  question  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had,  as  he  stated,  put  a  similar 
question  during  last  session,  and  he  had  then 
mformed  him  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
department  to  make  some  experiments  in 
planting  trees  in  some  of  the  pumice-country, 
and  they  had  during  the  last  winter  and  the 
winter  before  planted  on  the  road  between 
Taupo  and  Napier,  on  the  Eaingaroa  Plains, 
a  considerable  area  in  trees— referred  to  by  the 
honourable  gentleman — and  they  were,  he  was 
told,  doing  fairly  well.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  ask  the  House  for  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  establishment  of  a  nursery  at 
Rotorua,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  the 
most  suitable  trees  for  this  climate,  and  for 
the  nature  of  the  soil  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. It  was  found  that  trees  grew  very  well  in 
some  of  the  pumice-country,  and  it  was  very 
adviaable  to  plant  areas  of  country  which  were 
useless  for  anything  else  if  they  could  get  trees 
to  grow  there.  With  regard  to  the  auestion  of 
fire,  it  was  quite  true  it  was  very  difficult  to 
preserve  the  forests  in  some  parts ;  but  above 
oertfldn  elevations  in  the  country  the  planting 
of  trees  was  quite  safe,  as  at  cettain  levels  up 
the  mountain-sides  there  was  always  sufficient 
dttmpness  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fires.  Most 
damage  was  done  by  extensive  fires  in  the 
districts  North  of  Auckland,  and  on  some  of 
the  plains  on  the  sea-level  where  the  country 
got  very  dry ;  and  if  set  on  fire  the  plantations 
caught  very  easily,  and  the  result  was  very 
often  that  very  valuable  timber  was  burnt. 
But  in  the  ranges  above  a  certain  level  there 
was  not  much  danger  of  fire.  At  any  rate,  the 
Kaingaroa  Plains,  between  Taupo  and  Napier, 
were  at  a  pretty  high  level. 

FORKS  RIVER  BRIDGE. 
Major  STEWARD  asked   the  Minister  for 
Pablio  Works,  Whether  provision  will  be  made 


in  the  public- works  estimates  for  the  erection 
of  a  briage  over  the  Forks  River,  being  the  only 
remaining  nnbridged  river  on  the  tourist  route 
between  Fairlie  and  Mount  Cook  7 

Mr.  J.  MgKENZIE  said  an  estimate  had 
been  obtained  of  the  probable  cost  of  a  bridge 
on  the  road  between  Takapo  and  Pukaki.  The 
question  of  whether  provision  should  be  made 
for  it  during  the  present  year  would  be  con- 
sidered by  Uie  Government  when  considering 
the  public-works  estimates. 

WAINONO  LAGOON. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether,  as  promised,  the  necessary 
steps  will  be  taiken  this  session  to  vest  the 
Wainono  Lagoon  in  the  Wainono  Land 
Drainage  Board?  He  understood  that  tho 
request  of  the  Drainage  Board  had  been 
practically  acceded  to  by  the  Government; 
but,  as  legislation  would  be  necessary,  and 
he  had  seen  nothing  in  any  Bill  at  present 
before  the  House  dealing  with  the  matter,  it 
was  necessary  to  put  the  question. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  a  Bill  dealing  with 
the  matter  referred  to  was  being  prepared  by 
the  Grown  Law  Officers. 

BfANDEVILLE  AND  RANGIORA  RIDING 
VALUATION. 

Bir.  MOORE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Why  the  tender  of  Mr.  R.  Aherne,  dated  tho 
23rd  May  last,  to  value  the  Mandeville  and 
Rangiora  Riding,  Ashley  County,  for  the  sum 
of  &5  was  not  accepted,  and  Mr.  George 
Wallace  given  the  appointment  at  £90,  just 
double  the  amount  of  the  former's  tender? 
He  had  not  the  slightest  intention  of  saying 
anything  against  Mr.  Wallace,  the  successful 
tenderer,  nor  had  he  any  desire  to  say  anything 
that  would  reflect  upon  his  ability  or  respecta- 
bility. But,  rightly  or  wrongly,  there  was  a 
very  uneasy  feeling  throughout  the  country 
about  the  appointment  of  land  valuers,  and,  as 
there  was  such  a  great  discrepancy  between 
the  amounts  of  the  tenders,  he  put  the  question 
in  order  to  give  the  Minister  an  opportunity  of 
making  some  explanation  about  it.  So  far  as 
the  unsuccessful  tenderer  was  concerned,  he 
had  done  a  considerable  amount  of  work  of  the 
kind  both  in  connection  with  local  bodies  and 
also  for  the  General  Government,  under  the 
late  Commissioner  of  Taxes,  so  his  qualifications 
were  good  enough.  The  Minister,  however, 
might  have  some  reason  for  accepting  a  tender 
which  was  double  the  amount  of  another  that 
was  sent  in. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  no  doubt  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  other  honourable 
members  would  see  that  it  was  impossible  to 
answer  a  question  of  this  sort  without  tramp- 
ling on  somebody's  corns.  It  would  be  very 
undesirable,  as  he  was  told  by  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  department,  to  give  full  details 
of  the  reason  that  guided  the  Government  in 
not  accepting  the  lowest  tender  in  this  case. 
He  might  also  say  that  the  sum  stated  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  as  the  highest  tender  in 
this  ease  was  not  correct — ^it  was  considerably 
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lower  than  the  honourable  gentleman  stated. 
He  was  not  desirous  of  sayins  there  what  the 
reasons  were  whioh  induced  the  department  to 
accept  the  higher  tender,  but  he  might  say 
that  they  were  good  and  substantial ;  and  the 
recommendation  was  made  not  only  by  the 
Superintendent  Valuer  in  Canterbury,  but  by 
the  Chief  Valuer  here,  that  the  highest  tender 
in  this  case  should  be  accepted.  This  had  been 
done  in  other  cases  in  the  colony  for  good  and 
substantial  reasons,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
honourable  members  would  fully  agree  with  if 
he  was  in  a  position  to  disclose  them. 

Mr.  MOOKE  asked  what  the  amount  of  the 
highest  tender  was  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  £80. 

TOKORAHI   POST-OFFICE. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  the  petition  of  residents,  forwarded  to 
the  Postmaster- General  in  July  last,  asking  for 
the  establishment  of  a  post-office  at  Tokorahi 
has  been  acceded  to ;  and,  if  so,  on  what  date 
such  post-office  was  opened  ;  and,  if  not,  when 
it  will  be  opened  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  petition  referred  to 
was  received  at  the  General  Post  Office  on 
the  dOth  August,  and  the  Chief  Postmaster  at 
Oamaru  had  been  instructed  to  open  an  office, 
and  that  had  been  done. 

ASHURST  STIPENDIARY  MAGISTRATE'S 
COURT. 

Mr.  PI  RANI  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice  if 
he  will  make  arraugements  for  the  holding  of 
sittings  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Court 
at  Ashurst.  He  haid  referred  to  this  matter  last 
year,  and  then  the  Minister  did  not  think  the 
business  would  warrant  sittings  of  a  Court 
being  held.  But  he  had  been  assured  by 
residents  in  that  part  of  the  district  that  very 
great  inconvenience  was  caused,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  an  alteration  would  be  very  small,  as 
there  was  a  resident  policeman  in  the  district 
who  could  act  as  Clerk  for  the  sittings  of  such 
a  Court. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  inquiries  had 
again  been  made  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  and  he  found  that  all  the  cases  that 
could  have  been  taken  in  such  a  Court  last 
year  were  twelve  civil  and  thirteen  criminal 
cases.  Under  such  circumstances,  and  as 
Ashurst  was  within  nine  miles  of  Palmerston, 
the  department  did  not  think  it  desirable  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  opening  a  Court  at  Ashurst. 

HOTELS  IN  KING-COUNTRY. 
Mr.  LA  WRY  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  he  will  at  once  take  steps  to  authorise  the 
establishment  of  hotels  at  Otorohanga  and  Te 
Kuiti,  in  what  is  known  as  the  King-country, 
in  the  Provincial  District  of  Auckland  ?  This 
was  the  most  important  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  Some  years  ago  he  had  the  honour 
and  privilege  of  accompanying  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  was  the  Native  Minister,  into 
the  Kiug-country  when  there  was  a  very  large 
meeting  of  Natives,  and  very  strong  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  honourable  gentleman 

Mr.  <7.  McKeruis 


to  have  an  hotel  established  at  Otorohanga. 
As  he  understood,  the  honourable  gentleman 
promised  the  assemblage,  consisting  of  Natives 
and  Europeans,  that  he  would  recommend 
that  the  request  be  complied  with.  They 
had  seen  in  the  newspapers  lately  a  great 
deal  of  correspondence,  and  a  great  many 
assertions,  that  sly -grog  selling  existed  to 
an  alarming  extent  in  the  King  -  coontiy. 
He  knew  it  was  not  true ;  but  the  only  way  to 
stop  sl^-grog  selling  there  was  to  estaUish 
hotels  in  the  centre  of  the  population ;  and 
he  threw  down  a  challenge  to  his  honourable 
friends  the  members  of  the  "  left  wing  "  and 
the  Opposition  to  assist  in  establishing  a 
licensing  district  in  the  King- country,  booimed 
on  the  one  side  by  the  Kawhia  Harbour,  and 
on  the  other  side  by  the  Puniu  River,  and  a 
straight  line  to  Taumaranui.  He  would  be 
willing  to  accept  the  verdict  of  a  bare  majority 
of  the  Europeans  and  Natives  within  the 
boundaries  he  had  described,  and  settle  the 
question  once  and  for  ever.  He  hoped  and 
expected,  and  had  a  right  to  expect,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  hetbd  of  the 
Justice  Department  would  give  him  a  favour- 
able answer  to  his  question. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  two  places 
named  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  question 
were  situated  in  a  block  of  country  whioh  had 
been  proclaimed  under  section  25  of  the  Licen- 
sing Act  of  1881  an  area  within  which  the 
granting  of  licenses  was  prohibited.  There 
were  some  wbo  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  most  effective  way  to  pre- 
vent sly.grog  selling  in  that  district  was  to 
establish  licensed  houses;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  it  would  not  be  in  accordance  with  what 
was  conceived  to  be  the  popular  sentiment  that 
any  change  should  be  made  which  wonld 
result  in  the  establishment  of  such  honaes  in 
that  district,  the  main  population  of  whioh  were 
Maoris. 

SALE  OP  TROUT. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  take  steps  at  once  to  have  the  regulationa 
relating  to  the  sale  of  trout  relaxed  so  aa  to 
admit  of  such  sale  ?  His  reason  for  urging  that 
the  sale  of  trout  should  be  allowed,  at  all  events 
in  some  portions  of  New  Zealand,  was  this :  It 
was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  rivers  in  cer- 
tain localities  teem  with  trout,  thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  our  acclimatisation  societies.  See- 
ing that  this  was  the  case,  it  seemed  there  was 
no  good  reason  why  the  opportunity  should  not 
be  given  to  obtain  what  was  really  at  the  pre- 
sent time  an  unattainable  luxury  to  the  great 
majority.  So  far  from  injuring  the  acclima- 
tisation societies,  he  believed,  if  the  permissian 
he  asked  for  were  granted,  it  would  conduce  veiy 
much  to  the  benefit  of  those  valuable  institu- 
tions. It  would,  he  thought,  be  the  means  of 
providing  them  with  larger  revenues  than  they 
now  enjoyed.  The  law  prohibited  the  sale 
of  trout;  but  it  appeared  that  the  law  was 
evaded,  and  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
acknowledged  by  everyone  that  it  was  a  v«iy 
unwise  thing  to  have   statutes   in  existenee 
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whiob  were  not  xespeoted.  From  the  district 
he  repreflented  hampers  of  trout  were  fre- 
quently sent  to  Wellington ;  and,  although  these 
hampers  were  supposed  to  be  presents  to  mem- 
bers of  the  oommunity,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  law  was  simply  being 
winked  at.  To  prevent  anything  of  this  kind 
ooourring  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  relax 
the  regulations,  and  allow  the  sale  of  these 
fiah.  It  would  be  a  wise  permission ;  it  would 
not  interfere  with  the  increase  of  the  trout, 
because  the  rivers  were  teeming  with  them; 
and  to  a  goodly  number  it  would  provide  a 
iairly  remunerative  means  of  employment. 
He  trusted  the  Minister  would  give  a  favour- 
able reply  to  his  question. 

Mr.  CARROLLi  said  that  in  some  respects  in 
the  South  Island  the  regulations  had  been  re- 
laxed, and  the  netting  of  trout  permitted  in 
some  of  the  lakes.  Trout  so  caught  were,  of 
course,  for  sale.  Great  care  should  be  taken, 
however,  in  regard  to  the  catahing  of  trout  in 
our  rivers,  especially  in  the  North  Island,  for, 
from  what  he  could  learn,  they  were  not  suffi- 
ciently stocked  to  allow  of  their  being  caught 
wholesale,  and  the  relaxation  of  the  regula- 
tions might  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  illegal  catch- 
ing. For  instance,  if  they  were  allowed  to  sell 
trout,  that  care  and  scrutiny  which  would  be 
exercised  over  people  going  to  catch  fish  might 
not  be  as  effective  as  they  would  wish  it. 
However,  he  might  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  when  he  put  the  question  at  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  session  he  asked  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  allow  it  to  stand 
over  until  the  conference  of  the  various 
acclimatisation  societies  in  the  colony  had 
taken  place,  and  discussed  the  question  of 
acclimatisation  matters  generally.  That  con- 
ference had  taken  place,  and  a  Bill  was  being 
drafted  at  the  present  moment  to  be  submitted 
to  the  House,  and  every  particular  form  and 
feature  of  the  question  of  fishing  and  other 
kind  of  sport  had  been  fully  discussed  and  gone 
into,  and  he  hoped  the  result  would  be  satis- 
factory to  the  honourable  gentleman. 

WHITCOMBE  PASS  TRACK. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  track  from  Westland  to  Canter- 
bury by  the  Whitcomhe  Pass  will  be  com- 
pleted this  summer  ?  Hehadputa  question 
on  this  subject  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  last 
April,  when  that  honourable  gentleman  had 
informed  him  that  seventeen  miles  of  this 
track  were  already  completed  ;  but  he  regretted 
very  much  to  say  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  badly  informed  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause all  that  had  been  done  at  that  time 
was  the  cutting  of  a  survey-track,  and  it 
was  only  recently  that  the  first  section  of 
the  track  was  put  in  hand,  under  co-operative 
labour.  If  seventeen  miles  had  been  completed 
at  that  time  that  would  have  represented  three- 
fourths  of  the  track,  for  it  was  only  twenty- 
three  miles  to  the  summit  on  the  western  side. 
He  understood  that  there  was  a  considerable 
force  of  men  on  the  work  at  the  present  time, 
and  if  the  Minister  would  only  give  the  word 


this  work  could  be  easily  put  through  during 
the  present  summer.  Now  was  the  time  to  do 
it,  because  the  work  was  at  a  considerable 
altitude,  and  could  not  be  carried  on  with 
advantage  in  winter,  whilst  its  completion 
would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  settlers  in 
Westland  as  well  as  the  settlers  in  Central 
Canterbury.  He  hoped  it  would  be  pushed  on 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  was  very  sorry 
if  he  had  in  any  way  given  the  honourable 
member  information  that  was  not  satisfactory 
to  him. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— It  was  incorrect. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated  it  was  not  correct,  but  it  de- 
pended entirely  how  the  question  was  put  and 
answered.  His  information  was  that  a  track 
had  been  cut  a  certain  width  to  the  point  he 
stated  at  the  time,  and  he  was  now  still  further 
informed  that  that  track,  which  was  18  in. 
wide,  would  be  widened  to  5  ft.  by  the  Slst 
December,  and  the  balance  of  the  track  would 
be  made  as  a  survey-track.  It  was  not  as  if 
they  were  doing  nothing  in  the  matter,  for  they 
were  pushing  on  the  work  as  fast  as  they  could. 
If  they  put  on  a  large  number  of  men  at  great 
expense,  no  doubt  the  track  could  be  com- 
pleted and  made  into  a  dray-track  within  a 
year ;  but  the  manner  in  which  they  were  pro- 
ceeding with  the  work  was  more  economical 
than  putting  on  a  larger  number  in  a  place 
where  it  was  difficult  to  get  stores  to  them,  and 
so  forth.  He  thought  the  honourable  member 
ought  to  be  satistled  when  he  saw  that  they 
were  doing  their  best  to  carry  out  this  work. 
Seventeen  miles  of  the  track  would  be  5  ft. 
wide  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  rest  would 
be  pushed  on  in  due  course. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  might  be  permitted  to  point 
out  that  that  would  leave  the  whole  of  the 
summit  untouched,  and  it  was  desirable  that 
that  should  be  done  during  the  summer 
weather,  or  it  would  not  be  completed  for 
another  year.  There  was  an  abundance  of 
labour  in  Canterbury  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  only  employ  some  of  it  on  the 
Canterbury  side. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  seventeen 
miles  would  be  completed  by  the  end  of  De- 
cember, and,  as  for  the  remainder  of  the  work, 
he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
agree  that  the  months  of  January,  February, 
and  March  were  as  good  as  they  could  have  for 
such  work  in  that  part  of  the  country.  They 
were  doing  their  beat  to  forward  the  work. 


6.0. 


MOSGIEL  RAILWAY-STATION. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  asked  the  Minis- 
ter for  Railways,  When  he  expects  to 
be  able  to  commence  the  work  of  altering  and 
improving  the  Mosgiel  Railway-station?  During 
the  last  few  years  the  railway  traffic  at  Mosgiel 
had  so  largely  increased  that  the  present  station- 
accommodation  was  totally  inadequate  to  the 
circumstances,  and  the  result  was  that  great 
inconvenience  was  being  caused.  It  was  quite 
a  frequent  occurrence  for  the  road  to  be  blocked 
with  trains  drawn  up  on  the  line.    The  railway 
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staff  did  their  best  to  prevent  aDnoyanoe  and 
inoonvenience  to  the  public,  hue  they  ooold 
not,  under  present  oonditions,  prevent  the  road 
from  being  frequently  blocked.  This  was  a 
source  of  danger  to  people  with  horses;  and,  as 
Che  matter  was  one  of  urgency,  he  would  be 
pleased  if  the  Minister  could  see  his  way  to 
shift  the  station,  and  provide  better  agcommo- 
dation  than  at  present  existed. 

Mr.  C  ADM  AN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement  about  the  increase  of  traffic 
was  correct.  Last  year  the  department  ur- 
gently requested  that  the  work  should  be  done, 
but  then  he  had  no  funds  at  his  disposal  to  do 
it.  The  work,  however,  would  be  done  before 
next  grain  season  arrived.  The  department 
had  to  marshal  all  the  trains  at  Mosgiel,  and, 
as  there  was  a  steep  gradient  between  that 
point  and  Dunedin,  it  was  not  possible  to  take 
more  than  one-third  of  an  ordinary  train  over 
the  incline  at  a  time ;  this  was  causing  incon- 
venience, and  required  to  be  remedied.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  about  £3,400. 

MAMAKU  AND  OXPORD-ROTORUA 
ROAD. 

Mr.  HERRIES  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
What  steps  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  sum  voted  last  year  for  the 
road  between  Mamaku  and  Oxford-Rotorua 
Road  ?  The  -  item  he  referred  to  was  one  of 
£800  voted  last  year.  Up  to  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  no  money  had  been 
spent  on  the  road,  and  the  settlers  had  no  road 
to  their  homes  except  a  railway-line.  It  was, 
of  course,  impossible  for  them  to  drive  their 
stock  or  ride  along  the  railway-line.  He  was 
given  to  understand  that  tenders  had  been 
cfldled  for  the  work,  but  that,  as  they  were  too 
high,  it  was  now  proposed  to  do  the  work  under 
the  co-operative  system.  He  was  not  aware 
that  the  work  had  been  begun,  and  wished  for 
information  from  the  Minister. 

Mr.  J.  McRENZIE  said  there  were  at  pre- 
sent a  number  of  men  employed  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  at  Mamaku,    where   they  were 

Slanting  trees.    That  work,  however,  would  be 
nished  in  a  week  or  so,  and  the  men  would 
then  be  removed  to  do  the  work  on  the  road. 

Mr.  HERRIES  asked  if  the  men  were  plant- 
ing trees  at  Mamaku.  Mamaku  was  a  place 
situate  in  the  bush. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  knew  more  about  the  district  than  he 
did.  His  information  was  that  the  men  were 
planting  trees  at  Mamaku. 

LEASEHOLDERS  OF  RESERVES. 
Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  introduce  legislation  this  session 
with  the  object  of  placing  leaseholders  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  education,  and  other  reserves 
in  the  same  position  as  leaseholders  of  Grown 
lands,  thereby  causing  uniformity  in  the  land- 
laws  of  the  colony?  He  admitted  that  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  already  done  something 
in  this  direction,  but,  unfortunately,  his  efforts 
had  not  reached  the  statute-book.  As  things 
were  at  present  great  hardships  were  felt  by 
Mr,  Camcross 


many  persons ;  they  could  not  even  get  rid  of 
their  leases  without  having  to  take  advantage  of 
the  Baakruptcv  Court.  The  tenure  of  land,  he 
thought,  should  be  uniform,  and  brought  under 
the  administration  of  the  Land  Boards  of  the 
colony.  The  rent  derived  from  the  land  would, 
of  course,  be  paid  to  the  Education  and  other 
departments. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  honourable 
gentleman's  question  went  further  than  his 
remarks  would  indicate.  If  he  had  confined 
his  question  to  the  matter  of  the  reserves  set 
aside  by  the  Grown  for  various  purposes  his 
request  might  have  been  carried  out ;  bat  he 
went  further  than  that  by  including  the  leases 
in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee.  In  many 
cases,  as  the  House  would  know,  the  Publio 
Trustee  was  the  trustee  of  wills  in  which  pro- 

Eerty  was  left  which  he  had  to  manage  in  the 
est  wav  he  could  in  the  interests  of  the  parties 
named  m  the  will ;  and  if  any  individual  left 
propertv  in  this  way  it  was  not  fair  that  it 
should  be  dealt  with  in  a  different  manner  from 
what  other  properties  were  dealt  with.  So  far 
as  the  reserves  were  concerned,  then,  he  was 
willing  to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman,  bat 
to  include  the  other  properties  he  had  ntLvngiA 
would  widen  the  Act  to  such  an  extent  that 
there  would  be  no  chance  of  passing  it  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  was  willing  to  excise  that 
portion  of  the  question  to  which  the  Minister 
took  objection.  When  he  mentioned  the 
Public  Trustee  in  his  question  he  did  not  refer 
to  that  officer  in  the  general  sense,  as  the 
Minister  knew :  what  he  referred  to  was  the 
Native  leases  on  the  West  Goast,  and  also  to 
educational  and  other  reserves.  As  he  had 
said,  however,  he  was  willing  to  excise  from 
his  question  that  portion  in  which  the  Pablio 
Trustee  was  mentioned,  if  the  Minister  was 
willing  to  pass  through  the  House  legislation  in 
the  direction  he  (Mr.  McGuire)  desired. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  it  was  too  late  this 
session. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  he  would  place  on  the 
Order  Paper  a  question  on  similar  lines exoising 
leaseholders  under  the  Public  Trustee. 

OROUA  BRIDGE  RAIL  WAY- STATION. 

Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Minister  for  RaU- 
ways.  If  he  will  cause  sheepyards  to  be  erected 
at  the  Oroua  Bridge  Railway-station,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  settlers  in  that  looalitr 
to  send  their  sheep  to  market  by  rail,  instead 
of  being  compelled,  as  at  present,  to  drive  them 
at  least  twelve  miles  to  the  nearest  railway- 
station  ?  He  desired  to  say  that  this  railway- 
station  was  one  from  which  a  large  number  of 
sheep  would  be  sent  by  settlers  residing  in  the 
locality  of  Oroua  Valley  if  they  had  the  faot- 
lities.  The  valley  was  a  district  of  oonaider- 
able  extent,  and  from  personal  knowledge  he 
knew  that  people  had  to  drive  their  sheep  a 
long  distance  to  the  nearest  railway-station  at 
which  sheep  could  be  trucked ;  but  if  they  ooold 
entrain  their  sheep  at  this  station  they  woold 
do  so,  and  the  department  would  be  repaid  for 
any  outlay  they  were  put  to  within  a  year  or 
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two — two  years  at  the  outRide.  The  cost,  he 
ihooght,  would  hot  be  more  than  £60.  He 
presumed  the  reply  of  the  Minister  wonld  be 
that  the  traffio  did  not  warrant  the  outlay,  but 
he  could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  department  that  if  yards  were 
erected  thev  would  repay  their  cost  within  the 
time  he  haa  stated. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  wrong  this  time,  as  the  department 
had  not  given  the  reply  he  anticipated.  The 
application,  however,  was  one  of  a  large  num- 
ber which  he  had  received  from  difierent  parte 
of  the  colony.  His  trouble  had  been  to  find 
sufficient  funds  to  do  even  the  most  urgent 
works,  and  he  hardly  felt  justified  in  doing  ^is 
in  preference  to  others  considered  more  neces- 
sary. Last  year  there  were  about  a  dozen 
apfplications  from  different  districts  where  the 
applicants  agreed  to  pay  half  the  cost,  amd  in 
these  cases  he  had  assisted  right  away.  If 
those  interested  in  these  yards  would  agree  to 
contribute  likewise  the  department  would  be 
prepared  to  erect  the  yards  as  desired. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  ACT. 

Mr.  LETHBRIDQE  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  in 
the  direction  of  allowing  County  Councils  and 
Koad  Boards  to  borrow,  under  that  Act,  a 
larger  sum  per  year  than  that  fixed  by  the 
Aet?  There  were  several  local  bodies  in  the 
district  which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent 
which  had  obtained  authority  from  the  rate- 
payers to  borrow  up  to  £30,000.  Of  course,  the 
counties  could  only  borrow  £6,000  a  year. 
The^  wished  to  get  on  with  their  work  of  road- 
making,  but  they  were  delayed  because  they 
oouid  only  obtain  the  £6,000  a  year  under  the 
Act.  The  ratepayers  were  quite  willing  and 
able  to  pay  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  for 
the  money  they  borrowed.  He  thought  the 
Qovemment  should  alter  the  law  so  as  to  let 
them  borrow  more  than  they  could  at  present, 
and  more  especially  after  the  disastrous  floods 
which  occurred  some  time  ago. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  it  wise  policy  to 
undaly  extend  the  borrowing-powers  of  local 
authorities ;  at  the  same  time  there  were  ex- 
ceptional circumstances,  such  as  the  floods  that 
ocoutred  in  the  Hawke*s  Bay,  Rangitikei,  and 
other  districts,  and  there  was  a  Bill  coming 
down  specially  authorising  the  local  authorities 
there  to  extend  their  borrowing-powers. 

IMPORTATION  OF  WHEAT  BY  BANK  OP 
NEW  ZEALAND. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Premier,  Are 
the  Government  aware  that  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  recently  imported  from  California 
into  Auckland  two  thousand  or  more  sacks 
of  wheat  for  milling  purposes,  by  the  mail- 
steamer  subsidised  by  tbe  Government,  at  bal- 
last freight;  and,  if  so,  aR  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  is  vpso  facto  a  Government  institution, 
is  it  politic  for  a  Government  institution  to 
enter  into    competition    with    the    producing 
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community  of  the  colony  ?  It  had  been  pointed 
out  to  him  that  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  was 
carrying  on  a  large  mill  in  Auckland.  The 
bank  had  recently  imported  some  two  thousand 
bags  of  wheat  from  San  Francisco.  Consider- 
able feeling  on  this  question  had  been  created 
amongst  the  producing  community  in  his 
part  of  the  country.  Had  the  wheat  been 
imported  by  any  company  or  person  not 
under  an  onligation  to  the  colony  he  would 
not  have  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper;  but  the  wheat  had  been  imported 
by  a  bank  that  was  under  great  financial 
obligation  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  To 
make  the  matter  worse,  it  appeared  that  an 
employ^  of  the  bank  took  a  sample  of  the  im- 
ported wheat  to  Canterbury  and  Otago,  and 
exhibited  it  to  merchants  and  others  engaged 
in  the  wheat  trade,  and  said,  "See  what  a 
splendid  sample  of  wheat  we  have  imported 
from  California,  and  landed  at  Auckland  at 
8s.  8d.  a  bushel."  That  did  not  include  the 
import  duty  of  5d.  per  bushel.  He  was  bound 
to  say  that  was  exceedingly  annoying,  and  he 
(Mr.  Meredith)  thought  it  was  a  very  improper 
thing  for  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  to  have 
done,  more  particularly  as  the  wheat  was 
brought  in  a  mail-steamer  subsidised  by  the 
colony,  and  that  at  a  ballast  freight.  Such 
being  the  case,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  it, 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  a  like  occurrence  in 
the  future.  As  he  had  stated,  had  the  wheat 
been  imported  by  a  private  firm  or  company 
under  no  obligation  to  the  Government,  he 
would  not  have  asked  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  must  say  at  the  outset  that 
he  did  not  think  the  House  or  the  Government 
should  interfere  in  the  working  details  of  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand,  but,  as  the  honourable 
member  had  stated  that  the  producers  were 
greatly  interested  in  this  matter,  he  would 
tell  him  what  probably  might  have  happened. 
There  were  a  number  of  persons  in  the  colony 
who  did  extremely  well  in  speculating  in  grain, 
principally  in  wheat.  They  bought  the  grain 
from  the  farmers  at  a  low  rate,  and  then  put 
by  the  price  of  wheat  and  cornered  the  millers. 
The  millers  had  to  buy  it  at  an  increased  price. 
Perhaps  these  men  gave  the  farmers,  say, 
8s.  dd.  a  bushel,  and  then  demanded  from 
millers  4s.  dd.  The  next  question  was,  how 
were  you  going  to  get  out  of  this  corner  ?  He 
supposed  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  saw  a  way 
of  solving  the  difficulty  by  introducing  this  Gali- 
fomian  wheat,  and  they  thas  got  round  the  cor- 
ner. He  did  not  say  that  had  happened,  but  it 
might  have  happened.  However,  he  knew  this 
fact :  that  the  very  people  who  had  raised  this 
question  about  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  doing 
this  had  not  .the  slightest  hesitation  in  bringing 
Adelaide  wheat  here  whenever  it  suited  their 
purpose,  and  there  had  never  been  a  word  said 
about  that.  Anything  that  would  help  the 
producers  he  thought  it  wou\,d  be  his  duty  to 
do,  but  where  it  meant  helping  speculators, 
and  was  actually  against  the  interests  of  the 
producers,  he  wafl  not  prepared  to  do  it.  But 
he  would  tell  the  honourable  member  what  did 


Digitized  by 


Google 


458        Marriage  Celebrations.         [HOUSE.] 


"  Einemoa,* 


[Nov.  3 


happen  owing  to  these  speculations.  Ofttimes 
millers  had  had  to  pay  such  a  high  price  for  their 
wheat  owing  to  this  speculation  that  they  had 
not  heen  able  to  send  flour  to  the  other  colo- 
nies. If  the  millers  had  been  able  to  get  the 
wheat  at  the  price  it  was  sold  by  the  farmers 
they  could  have  sent  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  tons  to  Australia.  So  the  honour- 
able member  would  see  that  the  grievance 
was  with  the  speculators.  He  was  very 
glad  that  the  honourable  member  had  given 
him  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  but  he  thought  that  in  this 
case  it  was  unwise  for  us  to  interfere  with 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  In  conclusion, 
he  would  say  this  :  He  did  not  think  the  bank 
should  go  on  with  private  businesses.  He 
thought  it  should  realise  as  soon  as  it  could 
get  a  fair  value.  But  if  they  allowed  it  to  be 
cornered  they  could  not  dispose  of  these  pro- 
perties at  a  fair  value,  and  as  these  properties 
had  been  bringing  in  a  very  high  rate  of  in- 
terest— over  5  per  cent,  upon  the  book-value 
of  the  property — if  they  forced  the  bank  to  sell, 
and  assisted  those  who  were  trying  to  get  the 
properties  at  a  low  price,  it  meant  that  they 
were  going  to  put  a  loss  on  the  colony.  He 
thought  it  was  a  wise  and  sound  policy  to  lay 
down  that  the  House  should  leave  the  bank 
alone,  and  let  it  conduct  its  business  in  its  own 
way. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  would  like  to  point  out  to 
the  Premier  that  this  was  not  so  much  a 
question  between  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
and  merchants  dealing  in  wheat  as  between 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  the  producers. 
At  the  time  the  wheat  was  imported  most  of 
the  wheat  throughout  the  colony  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  farmers.  Further,  he  would  like 
to  point  out  thfit  farmers  were  in  a  much  better 
position  now  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago  to 
hold  on  to  their  wheat  to  obtain  the  highest 
market  prices ;  so  that  this  was  absolutely  a 
question  between  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand 
and  the  farming  community.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  protect  the  farming 
community. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  very  sorry  to  have 
to  contradict  the  honourable  member,  but  he 
must  state  the  facts.  The  whole  shipment 
amounted  to  four  days'  milling,  and,  if  four 
days'  milling  would  have  the  efiect  which  the 
honourable  member  said  upon  the  whole  of  the 
farmers  of  the  colony,  then  he  was  very  sorry 
for  the  farmers.  He  thought  the  principle  they 
should  stick  to  was  to  leave  well  alone,  and  at 
present  they  were  going  along  pretty  well. 

MARRIAGE  CELEBRATIONS. 
Mr.  PIRANI  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Whether  he  intends  to  introduce  legislation  to 
prevent  undesirable  persons  holding  licenses  to 
celebrate  marriages  in  the  colony  ?  He  under- 
(^tood  it  bad  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  that  the  Registrar  had  no  power  to  refuse 
a  license  to  any  person  so  long  as  he  could 
)'roduce  satisfactory  evidence  that  a  congrega- 
tion of  a  certain  number  desired  him  to  act  in 
the  celebration  of  marriages.     A  case  occurred 
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last  year  where  he  thought  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  such  permission  should  not  be 
given.  He  believed  such  permission  was  re- 
fused, but  the  Supreme  Court  compelled  the 
Registrar  to  issue  the  necessary  authority. 
This  was  ^  matter  of  some  importance,  and  he 
thought  a  short  amending  Bill  might  be  intro- 
duced allowing  the  Registrar  a  certain  amount 
of  discretion. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman.  The  law  at  pre- 
sent was  that  any  minister  of  religion  might 
have  his  name  placed  on  the  list  of  nunisters 
authorised  to  marry  on  the  signatures  of  ten 
of  his  congregation.  The  Act  of  1891  made 
things  easier  than  the  previous  Act,  when  the 
signatures  of  twenty- four  householders  were 
required.  This  qualification  was  one  that  was 
too  readily  obtained,  and  might  lead  to  aome 
undesirable  persons  becoming  officiating  minis- 
ters within  tne  meaning  of  the  Marriage  Act. 
He  thought  some  kind  of  good-character  olauae 
should  be  included  in  the  qualification.  As  to 
probable  legislation,  be  doubted  whether  they 
could  bring  in  a  Bill  this  session.  If  there 
was  a  chance  to  do  so  he  might  bring  in  an 
amending  Bill. 

"  HINEMOA." 

Mr.  CROWTHER  asked  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  If  the  time  had  not  now  arrived 
when  the  "  Hinemoa*'  should  be  sold,  the  new 
steamer  seemingly  being  able  to  meet  all 
necessary  requirements  for  cable  work  and 
coastal  duties?  He  had  just  been  aasun&ing 
that  if  it  was  not  right  for  the  Government  to 
run  flour-mills  it  was  not  right  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  run  steamers  which  were  kept  run- 
ning in  competition  with  enterprising  husineas 
people.  It  was  well  known  to  the  House  that 
there  was  a  distinct  understanding  that  when 
the  new  steamer  came  out,  if  she  was  found  to  be 
all  that  was  expected  of  her,  the  two  boats  they 
had  at  that  time  would  be  sold.  This  state- 
ment was  positively  made,  hence  his  reason  for 
putting  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  when  speaking  about 
the  importation  of  wheat,  put  the  question 
very  forcibly,  and  the  one  was  just  as  great  a 
sin  as  the  other.  He  thought  the  steamers 
should  not  be  kept  running  up  and  down  the 
coast  in  competition  with  private  enterprise, 
for  he  was  not  able  to  believe  that  they  oould 
do  this  and  make  as  much  out  of  it  as  those 
who  were  working  their  own  business  could  and 
would  do. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  aware  that  last  October 
steps  were  taken  to  try  and  sell  the  **  Hine- 
moa." Photographs  were  taken  of  her,  and 
these  and  descriptions  of  her  were  circulated 
in  all  principal  places  in  the  colony,  and  also 
in  Melbourne  and  Sydney.  Offers  were  invited 
for  her,  but  no  offers  were  received.  Then  it 
became  a  question  whether  they  should  allow 
her  to  lie  in  the  harbour,  putting  a  man  or 
two  in  charge  of  her,  or  again  place  her  in 
commission ;  and  he  considered  that,  as  they 
had  a  large  amount  of  carrying  to  do  for  their 
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own  departments—not  in  competition  for  out- 
side work,  but  work  in  connection  with  the 
Ooyemment  departments  —  they  should  try 
the  experiment  of  utilising  her  in  this  ser- 
▼ioe  and  in  other  matters.  The  result  so 
far  had  been  most  satisfactory,  for  they 
found  that  both  these  steamers  had  been 
kept  fully  employed,  and  he  was  almost  certain 
that  the  **  Hinemoa  *'  would  more  than  earn 
working-expenses.  Few  honourable  mem- 
bers were  aware  of  .the  large  amount  of  work 
required  to  be  done  for  the  Government  by  both 
steamers.  There  were  so  many  departments 
which  required  special  work  done,  and  which 
had  to  be  attended  to  by  steamer-service. 
Many  of  the  rivers  were  constantly  changing 
their  channels,  and  the  buoys  and  beacons 
wanted  shifting.  Then,  there  were  entrance 
and  harbour  buoys  to  be  kept  in  repair,  and 
Boandings  to  be  made.  All  this  was  done  very 
carefully,  and  it  took  up  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  time.  Then,  they  had  the  light- 
houses to  attend  to,  and  there  was  the  northern 
And  the  southern  trip  to  be  made  every  three 
months,  and  when  the  boat  visited  the  southern 
tsltvnds  that  took  five  weeks,  and  allowed  them 
to  have  the  **  Tutanekai "  about  Wellington  in 
case  she  should  be  required  for  cable  work.  In 
connection  with  this  cable  work,  honourable 
members  might  not  be  aware  of  the  large  cost 
to  the  Qovemment  if  they  had  to  hire  a  re- 
pairing-steamer  for  the  purpose.  Repairs  had 
never  been  made  to  the  cable  by  a  hired 
steamer  at  a  less  cost  than  £5,000,  and  in 
some  cases  the  amount  was  £7,000.  As  he 
had  said,  the  '*  Hinemoa  '*  was  doing  good 
work  carrying  a  large  amount  of  material  for 
the  Public  Works,  Railway,  and  other  Depart- 
ments, and  would  more  than  earn  her  ex- 
penses. 

"  BEEP  BARRELS  ROCKS." 
Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Government,  What 
-action,  if  any,  is  being  taken,  or  is  intended  to 
be  taken,  to  insure  greater  safety  for  shipping 
in  the  locality  of  the  group  of  dangerous  rocks 
known  as  the  **  Beef  Barrels,"  near  the  French 
Pass,  between  Wellington  and  Nelson,  the 
lateet  accident  on  which  was  the  coming  to 
^ef  of  one  of  the  Union  Company's  fine  fleet 
of  passenger  steamers,  when,  but  for  combined 
flidll  and  good  fortune,  loss  of  life  would  have 
heen  inevitable  ?  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  recognise  the  imporiance  of  the  ques- 
tion placed  on  the  Order  Paper,  seeing  that 
risk  of  life  was  involved.  Many  thousands  of 
the  travelling  public  each  year,  in  steamers 
and  sailing-vessels  passing  between  this  port 
and  the  port  of  Nelson,  went  in  the  locality 
of  the  rocks  known  as  the  *'  Beef  Barrels," 
near  the  French  Pass.  The  place  was  very 
narrow,  and  in  the  dark  and  foggy  weather 
very  dangerous.  At  the  present  time  they  had 
a  silent  buoy  to  indicate  the  Beef  Barrels.  In 
bad  weather  when  information  was  most  re- 
quired that  buoy  was  often  invisible,  and  when 
the  buoy  could  be  seen  it  was  not  much  re- 
.quired.  He  did  not  know  in  what  direction 
^provement  could  be  made  to  beat  advantage, 


whether  by  a  light  on  another  point  or  by 
means  of  a  bell-buoy ;  but  something  was  re- 
quired, and  urgently  required,  to  be  done.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  be  able  to  give  a 
favourable  answer.  The  accident  he  had  re- 
ferred to  was  not  the  only  one  that  had 
occurred  in  this  locality.  In  more  than  one 
instance  wrecks  had  occurred  involving  total 
loss  of  vessels  at  this  place,  and  it  is  far  better 
that  they  should  prevent  accidents  than  delay 
until  perhaps  some  terrible  calamity  occurred. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  this  was  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  coast,  and  that  every  care 
should  he  taken  to  prevent  loss  of  life  or  pro- 
perty. The  trouble  was  that  in  foggy  weather 
or  at  night  they  could  not  see  the  buoys. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Have  a  bell-buoy. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  was  afraid  that 
in  a  narrow  channel  like  this  a  bell-buoy  would 
not  be  of  service — that  it  might  be  rather 
dangerous  than  otherwise.  Then,  as  to  the 
light  at  the  French  Pass,  the  Nautical  Ad- 
viser informed  him  that  the  light  could 
be  seen  in  a  clear  atmosphere  at  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles,  and  it  was  admirably  suited 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  placed  there, 
mainly  to  avoid  the  rocks  on  which  the 
"  Wainui  "  struck,  which  are  only  four  miles 
from  the  Pass,  as  well  as  being  a  guide 
through  the  Pass  in  each  direction.  The  point 
was  this  :  that  if  a  steamer  was  going  there  in 
foggy  weather  or  at  night,  if  she  would  only  go 
round  Stephens  Island  it  was  a  safe  course, 
and  it  would  only  take  up  a  little  more  than 
an  hour  longer  than  through  the  Pass.  As  to 
the  bell-buoy,  that  was  a  matter  which  had  not 
occurred  to  him,  but  in  a  narrow  place  such  as 
that  he  feared  it  would  be  of  no  service.  He 
would  inquire  into  it,  and  if  a  bell-buoy  would 
be  an  improvement  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  it  should  be  arranged  for.  He  would 
inquire  into  the  matter. 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES  RECIPROCITY  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  this  order  be 
discharged.  He  intended  to  bring  in  another 
Bill. 

Bill  discharged. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  leave  to  postpone  the 
orders  of  the  day  so  as  to  take  the  motions  for 
setting  up  the  first  three  Committees  on  the 
Order  Paper.  One  was  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, another  was  the  Joint  Standing  Orders 
on  Private  Bills  Committee,  and  the  third  was 
the  Labour  Bills  Committee.  There  were  Bills 
which  had  been  referred  to  these  Committees, 
and  he  did  not  think  any  exception  could  be 
taken  to  the  constitution  of  the  Committees. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  not  object  to  the 
motion  for  the  first  three  Committees  coming 
on,  although  he  would  point  out  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  the  names  which  had 
been  selected  for  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
were  not  the  names  which  on  their  side  of  the 
House  thev  thought  were  the  most  suitable 
that  should  be  put  on.    However,  as  the  prin- 
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oiple  had  been  ooDoeded  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  representation  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  on  their  side  of  the  House  he  would 
offer  no  further  objection. 

Leave  given. 

Waste  Lands.— Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
Gilfedder,  Mr.  Hogg,  Mr.  Lang,  Mr.  RoUeston, 
Mr.  Wason,  Mr.  B.  Thompson,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thomson,  and  Mr.  J.  MoKenzie. 

Jonrr  STAKoma  Obdebs  on  Pbiyatb  Bills. 
— Major  Steward,  Mr.  Wason,  and  Mr.  Guin- 
ness. 

Laboub  Bills. — Mr.  Bollard,  Mr.  J[.  Hutohe- 
son,  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Millar,  Mr. 
Morrison,  Captain  Bussell,  Mr.  Tanner,  Mr. 
Taylor,  and  Mr.  Seddon. 

SUNDAY   LABOUR  IN  MINES  PREVEN- 
TION BILL. 

IN    OOMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — Employment  of  manual  labour  in 
mines  on  Sunday  prohibited. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  moved  the  addition  to 
clause  2  of  the  following  proviso :  '*  Provided 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to 
workmen  employed  in  attending  to  pumpmg  or 
air-driving  machinery.'' 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  be  added." 


Bollard 

Crowther 

Field 

Graham 

Heke 

Herries 

Hunter 

Hutchison,  G. 


Allen,  E.  G. 

Brown 

Oadman 

Camcross 

Carroll 

Carson 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Gilfedder 

Hall-Jones 

H^land 
Houston 


Ayes,  28. 
Lang 
McGuire 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Massey 
Monk 
Parata 
Richardson 
RoUeston 

Nobs,  40. 
Joyce 
Kaihau 
Kelly 
Xiamach 
Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 
Meredith 
Millar 
MUls 

Montgomery 
Moore 
Morrison 
O'Meara 
O'Regan 


Russell 
Stevens 
Stout 

Thompson,  R. 
Wright. 

Tellers, 
McKenzie,  R. 
Sligo. 


Pirani 

Seddon 

Smith 

Steward 

Symes 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hutcheson,  J. 
McGowan. 


Majority  against,  17. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  8. — Cases  in  which  Inspector  may 
grant  permission. 

Mr.  LARNACH  moved  to  add,  after  the 
word  "  ease  "  the  following  words :  '*  state  in 
writing  his  reasons  for  granting  such  authority, 
and  shall."  o  e  /, 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  clause,  *'  and  the  period  during  which  such 
Authority  shall  extend." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Captain  Russell 


Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  This  authority  to  be  granted 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve  months." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  moved  to  add  the  following 
words:  "Provided  that  in  no  case  shall  any 
workman  be  employed  in  any  mine  for  mors 
than  forty-five  hours  in  any  one  week." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qaestion, 
"  That  the  words  be  added." 


ArES,  13. 

Alien,  E.  G. 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Gilfedder 

Morrison 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Pirani 

Tetters. 

Joyce 

Smith 

O'Regan 

MoGaire 

Stout 

Noes,  62. 

Taylor. 

Bollard 

Hutchison,  G. 

Parata 

Brown 

Kaihau 

Richardson 

Buchanan 

Kelly 

RoUeston 

Cadman 

Lang 

Russell 

Camcross 

Lamach 

Seddon 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Sligo 

Carson 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Crowther 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Steward 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Symes 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tanner 

Fraser 

McLean 

Thompson,  R. 

Hall-Jones 

Massey 

Thompson,  T. 

Heke 

Meredith 

Thomson,  J.  W, 

Herries 

Mills 

Wright. 

Hogg 

Monk 

Holland 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Houston 

Moore 

Taylor 

Hunter 

O'Meara 

Grah&m. 

Majority  against,  39. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  4. — Penalty  for  breach  of  Act. 

Mr.  LARNACH  moved  to  add  the  following: 
words  at  the  end  of  the  clause :  "for  ttie  first 
ofience,  and  for  a  second  offence  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  ten  pounds." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question^ 
**  That  the  words  be  added." 


Allen,  E.  G. 

Duncan 

Flatman 

Gilfedder 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Joyce 

Kaihau 

Kelly 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Camcross 

Carroll 

Carson 

Crowther 

Field 


Ayes,  27. 

Lawry 

Richardson 

McGowan 

Stevens 

Millar 

Stout 

Mills 

Symes 

Montgomery 

Taylor 

Morrison 

Wilson. 

O'Meara 

Tellers. 

O'Regan 

Lamaoh 

Pirani 

Tanner. 

Noes,  35. 

Graham 

McKenzie,  R. 

Heke 

McLean 

Herries 

Massey 

Holland 

Meredith 

Houston 

Monk 

Hunter 

Moore 

Hutchison,  G. 

Parata 

Lang 
Mackenzie,  M. 

RoUeston 
Russell 
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Sligo  Thompson,  B.  Tellers. 

Smith  Thompson,  T.      Fraser 

Steward  Thomson,  J.  W.   Wright. 

Majority  against,  8. 

&ai«ndment  negatived. 

Mr  HERRIES  moved  the  following  new 
-elatise:— 

"There  shall  he  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Warden  of  the  mining  district  from  the  deci- 
sion of  any  Inspector  of  Mines  in  respect  of  the 
granting  or  refusing  of  an  authority  under  sec- 
tions two  or  three  of  this  Act." 

Asreed  to 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing new  clause : — 

"  This  Act  shall  come  into  operation  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
■and  ninety -eight." 

Agreed  to. 

Bill  reported. 

MINING  BILL. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— Sir,  I  desire  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  pro  formd.  It  is  a 
very  lengthy  Bill,  coatsiining  as  it  does  over 
three  hundred  clauses,  being  a  consolidation 
of  the  various  Mining  Acts  passed  during  the 
last  six  years,  and  will  require  to  be  revised  by 
the  Gk)ldfields  Committee.  When  they  have 
dealt  with  it  it  may  probably  come  back  to  us 
in  quite  a  different  shape  from  its  present 
"form,  and  any  speeches  that  might  now  be 
made  on  the  Bill  would  be  quite  out  of  place 
when  it  came  back.  I  suggest,  therefore,  that 
we  should  read  it  now  pro  fonnd,  and  take  the 
•debate  upon  it  when  it  comes  back  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.^I  would  like  to  point  out. 
Sir,  that  no  Goldfields  Committee  has  been  set 
up,  and  to  suggest  the  desirability  of  setting  it 
up  as  soon  as  possible. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  CADMAN  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  re- 
lerred  to  the  Goldfields  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.-Might  I  ask 
you.  Sir,  what  is  the  proper  time  to  move  an 
instruction  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
this  Bill  ?  The  Standing  Order  says,  '*  On  the 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into 
-Committee  on  a  Bill  Mr.  Speaker  shall  leave  the 
ebair  without  putting  any  question,"  et  cetera. 
That  is  No.  840.  And  then  No.  341  says,  "  An 
instruction  may  be  moved  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill,  but  cannot  conveniently  be  moved  by 
way  of  amendment."  Might  I  ask  if  this  is  the 
proper  time  to  move  that  instruction  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.^The  proceedings  just  now 
being  pro  formdt  no  debate  can  take  place,  but 
when  the  motion  is  carried  to  leave  the  chair 
io  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  then  the 
instruction  can  be  moved  as  a  substantive 
motion,  not  as  an  amendment  to  going  into 
<3ommittee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Is  that  an  instruction 
to  the  Goldfields  Committee  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER,— No ;  to  the  Committee  of 
*he  Whole. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Supposing  we  took 


the  debate  on  the  second  reading  now,  would  not 
this  be  the  time  for  moving  the  instruction  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  in  that  case  we 
might  take  it  on  the  second  reading  being 
canied,  because  strictly  there  would  be  no  de- 
bate on  the  committal ;  but  when  the  second 
reading  is  taken  pro  formd,  in  order  that  the 
debate  may  be  taken  on  the  motion  for  the 
committal,  that  is  the  proper  time  for  moving 
the  instruction  to  the  Committee,  before  the 
House  resolves  itself,  for  the  first  time,  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— May  I  give 
notice  of  it  now  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Tes,  I  will  take  the  notice 
now  if  you  wish  to  give  it,  as  instructions  and 
amendments  to  instructions  require  notice. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  give  notice 
as  follows :  **  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Mining  Bill 
that  it  has  power  to  insert  a  provision  by 
which  any  Minister  of  Mines  or  other  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown  shall  be  debarred  from 
occupying  paid  positions  on  mining  syndi- 
cates or  companies  operating  in  the  colony." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  That  is  a  notice  of  an 
instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  — I  have  given  notice  to 
move  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  understand  you  rule  I  can  only 
move  that  when  the  debate  on  the  Bill  takes 
place  after  it  has  been  referred  to  the  Goldfields 
Committee  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — I  would  only  like  to  say 
that  if  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City  is  moved  in  this  House  I  will 
leave  these  benches. 

Bill  referred  to  the  Goldfields  Committee. 

Subsequently, 

Mr.  CADMAN.— I  said  just  now,  in  speaking 
about  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City,  that  I  would  leave  these 
benches  if  that  was  moved.  I  meant  to  say,  if 
it  was  carried. 

.  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Might  I  be 
allowed  a  word  of  explanation  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  seems  to  totally  misapprehend 
the  meaning  of  what  I  intend  to  move.  It  was 
desirable  to  mention  the  Minister  of  Mines  in 
order  to  connect  the  instruction  with  the  Bill ; 
but  it  is  not  aimed  at  him,  or  specially  at  any 
other  Minister  of  the  Crown.  It  is  a  general 
instruction  by  which  the  Committee  is  em- 

Sowered  to  import  a  provision  into  the  Bill 
charring  any  Minister  of  the  Crown  from 
holding  positions  on  mining  syndicates  or  com- 
panies operating  in  the  colony.  It  is  not 
aimed  at  any  particular  Minister — it  is  a 
general  provision. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  aimed  at  the  whole  o 
them,  of  course. 

CYANIDE  PROCESS  GOLDEXTRAOTION 
BILL. 
Mr.   CADMAN.- 1  would  like    to  ask    the 
House  to  also  read  this  Bill  a  second  time  pro 
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formd,  in  order  that  it  may  go  to  the  (roldfields 
Oommittee,  for  this  reason,  since  the  Bill  has 
been  circulated  I  have  had  a  lot  of  information 
given  me  about  patents  generally.  I  think  the 
Bill  should  be  carefully  scrutinised,  and  that 
Committee  will  be  able  to  undertake  the  in- 
vestigation into  the  whole  of  its  surroundings  ; 
and  I  ask  that  the  Bill  may  be  allowed  to  go  to 
the  Goldfields  Committee  because,  if  after  in- 
vestigation that  Committee  reports  adversely, 
I  shall  not  proceed  with  the  Bill,  and  there  is, 
therefore,  no  necessity  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  on  the  matter  just  now. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EXPLOSIVES  BILL. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  object  of  this 
Bill  was  simply  to  substitute  for  the  Com- 
missioner of  Trade  and  Customs  the  name  of 
the  Defence  Minister  for  the  time  being,  or 
any  other  Minister,  being  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council,  who  might  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  to  have  charge  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Explosives  Act  of  1882.  It  was 
merely  the  substitution  of  the  word  **  Minister  " 
for  **  Commissioner." 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  what  was  the 
necessity  for  the  alteration. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  a  matter  of 
convenience  to  begin  with,  and  it  was  also 
being  done  on  the  strength  of  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Commander  of  the  Forces.  At 
present  the  administration  of  the  Act  was  con- 
trolled by  the  Commissioner  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  and  the  Defence  Department  had  the 
management  of  the  magazines  when  they  were 
erected.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces  was 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment should  have  the  control. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WESTPORT-NGAKAWAU   RAILWAY   EX- 
TENSION  BILL. 
«Q  Q        Mr.  CADMAN,  in  moving  the  second 
*    reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  Bill 
which,  perhaps  on  the  face  of  it,  looked  a  little 
bit  suspicious.   He  would  explain  to  the  House 
what  the  position  was.     The  Bill  affected  two 
coal-mining  companies  in  the  Westport  dis- 
trict— one  called  the  Mokihinui  Coal  Company, 
and  the  other  the  Westpor(  Cardiff  Coal  Com- 

Cy.  Some  years  ago  an  arrangement  had 
1  entered  into  by  the  late  Government  with 
these  companies  whereby  a  certain  piece  of  line 
was  taken  over,  and  they  guaranteed  the  rate 
of  interest  for  that  line  at  a  sum  equal  to  5  per 
cent.  As  time  went  on,  one  of  these  com- 
panies— the  Mokihinui  Company — got  into  diffi- 
culties, and  had  now  virtually  failed.  The 
Mines  Department  had  given  them  notice  to 
forfeit  the  ground.  The  company  had  asked 
them  to  hold  the  matter  over  while  they 
tried  to  refloat  the  company  in  England. 
So  far  as  he  could  see  there  was  not  much 
hope  of  that  coming  off  at  present.  The 
other  company  had  been  working  along,  and 
they  were  doing  good  work ;  but  they  were  in 
this  position  :  They  could  not  turn  enough  coal 
out  of  the  mine  to  make  up  the  deficiency  on 
Mr.  Cadman 


the  interest  of  this  money.  They  wese  anxioos 
to  extend  their  capital  and  enlarge  their  works, 
but  they  could  not  do  that  on  account  of  this 
deficiency  clause  hanging  over  their  heads, 
which  prevented  any  one  with  capital  joining 
them.  They  had  petitioned  the  House  last  year 
asking  to  be  relieved  of  this  responsibility.  Tha 
petition  came  before  the  Railways  Committee, 
which  went  fully  into  their  case,  and  made  a 
recommendation  to  the  House  that  the  company 
should  be  given  time  to  pay  up.  Well,  that 
communication  was  sent  to  the  company,  but 
they  found  it  was  of  very  little  use  to  them. 
What  they  wanted  was  to  reorganize  the  com- 
pany and  get  more  capital  into  it  and  work  in 
a  larger  way.  The  position  they  were  now  in 
was  this :  If  something  was  not  done  to  help 
them,  and  they  came  to  grief,  the  Government 
would  have  the  railway  line  on  their  hands 
and  would  get  no  interest  at  all.  This  com- 
pany was  doing  a  certain  amount  of  work,  and 
was  working  along  bravely  with  the  little  they 
had ;  and  the  conclusion  he  had  come  to  was 
that  they  should  try  to  help  them  out  of  their 
difficulties  and  encourage  them  to  reorganise, 
and  probably  in  the  future  the  deficiency 
clause  would  not  affect  them.  The  position 
the  companies  were  in  was  this :  there  were  foor 
years'  deficiencies.  In  1898-94  the  interest  on 
the  line  amounted  to  £1,084,  and  the  revenue 
received  from  the  line  was  £195  Ids.  Id., 
leaving  a  deficiency  for  that  year  of  £868. 
For  the  year  ending  March,  1895,  the  interest 
came  to  £1,876  and  the  net  revenue  was  £364, 
the  deficiency  for  that  year  being  £1,512.  In 
1896  the  interest  came  to  £2,795,  and  the  net 
revenue  was  £1,064,  making  a  deficiency  for 
that  year  of  £1,714.  In  the  next  year,  to 
March,  1897,  the  interest  came  to  £2,779,  and 
the  net  revenue  was  £1,821 — and  members 
would  see  that  the  net  revenue  had  gone  up 
very  considerably,  although  there  was  only  one 
company  working— leaving  a  deficiency  of  £957. 
The  total  deficiency  now  on  this  5  per  cent. 
guarantee  of  these  two  companies  was  £5,073. 
Well,  that  deficiency  was  to  be  allocated  bj 
this  Bill  in  accordance  with  the  areas  held 
by  the  companies,  and  the  Lands  Department 
had  allocated  it  in  this  way:  Assuming  the 
total  deficiency  to  be  £5,073,  and  assuming 
the  areas  of  the  leases,  as  supplied  by  the 
Mines  Department,  as  a  basis,  the  Westport 
Cardiff  Coal  Company  had  1,799  acres  and  the 
Mokihinui  Company  had  1,757  acres,  making 
a  totel  of  3,556  acres  held  by  the  two  com> 
panics,  and  the  Assistant  -  Surveyor-Gtoneral 
said,  **  I  calculate  the  allocation  thus :  West- 
port  Cardiff  should  pay  £2,567,  and  Mokihinui 
Company,  £2,505.*'  Well,  as  he  said  before, 
the  Mokihinui  Company  was  virtually  extinct. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked,  Were  they  sending  any 
coal  over  the  line  at  all  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  Mokihinui  Mine  had 
been  idle  for  some  time.  The  Oovemment 
'were  in  this  position :  They  could  sue  for  these 
arrears  and  wind  the  company  up ;  bat  be 
would  only  recommend  that  as  a  fast  resort. 
If  they  did  that  they  would  stop  all  the  re- 
venue coming  from  the  mine,  unless  they  got 
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some  one  else  to  take  the  mine  np.  That  left 
the  whole  of  this  deficiency  to  come  on  the 
Westport  Gardifi  Company,  and  they  conld  not 
bear  it.  They  were  doing  very  well ;  eoid  if  mem- 
bers looked  np  the  coal  returns,  as  published  in 
the  papers,  they  would  see  what  the  mine  was 
patting  out.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  give 
the  Westport  Cardiff  Company  time  in  which 
to  pay  np  the  arrears.  It  also  made  provision 
that  from  the  cbd  of  last  March  the  deficiency 
clause  should  cease,  so  that  no  more  arrears 
oould  accrue,  and  it  also  made  provision  that 
the  company  within  a  certain  time  should  re- 
organize and  .  introduce  more  capital.  The 
question  for  the  House,  therefore,  to  consider 
in  dealing  with  this  matter  was,  whether  it 
was  wise  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  this  sort  and  give 
them  a  certain  amount  of  relief,  or  whe&er 
they  should  let  the  company  fall  through, 
when  the  Government  would  have  nothing 
from  the  railway-line  at  all,  unless  some  one 
else  took  up  and  worked  the  mines.  He 
might  say,  so  far  as  the  earnings  of  the  line 
itself  were  concerned,  the  revenue  belonged  to 
the  Westport  Harbour  Board.  The  Board  had 
been  consulted  in  this  matter,  and  the  Bill  had 
been  sent  to  them  for  approval  before  it  came 
to  the  House,  and  the  Board  passed  a  resolu- 
tion nrging  that  the  Bill  should  be  allowed  to 
proceed.  The  Bill  also  made  provision  that 
nothing  should  be  done  in  the  matter  except 
with  the  consent  of  the  Harbour  Board.  He 
thought  that  was  as  much  as  he  oould  explain 
about  the  matter,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to 
say  now  whether  or  not  they  would  do  any- 
thing. He  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that,  as  far  as  he 
ooald  understand,  the  Minister  of  Mines  had 
explained  the  position  vet^  fairly;  but  the 
qnestion  which  suggested  itself  to  his  mind 
was,  whether  this  Bill  should  not  be  referred  to 
some  Committee  ;  and  whether  there  should 
not  be  evidence  taken  as  to  the  solvency  and 
position  of  the  various  coal  companies  for 
whose  special  benefit  this  line  was  formed  ;  and 
as  to  whether  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
relieve  them  of  the  responsibilities  which  they 
volantarily  took  upon  themselves.  It  appeared 
that  the  history  of  the  line,  as  far  as  he  under- 
stood from  the  Minister  of  Mines,  was  that 
Sraotioally  there  had  been  no  profits  at  all 
erived  from  running  the  railway  up  towards 
the  Mokihinui  Coal  Company. 
Mr.  O'BEGAN.— Oh,  yes  I 
Captain  BUSSELL  said,  of  course  he  may 
have  misunderstood  the  Minister.  What  he 
gathered  was  that  the  deficiency  was  something 
over  £1,000  a  year  on  the  share  of  contributions 
which  should  be  given  by  the  Mokihinui  Com- 
pany, and  the  actual  receipts  did  not,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  coxnpensate  for  the  amount  of 
that  deficiency.  He  might  have  misunderstood 
the  Minister,  but  that  is  what  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  position  he  stated.  So  far  as  he  saw, 
three  coal  companies  had  undertaken  to  make 
up  any  deficieny  which  might  arise  consequent 
upon  the  working  of  the  railway,  if  the  railway 
was  formed  for  their  use.    Now,  that  railway 


must   have    been    formed    primarily    in    tbe 
interest  of  these  three  coal  companies 

An  Hon.  MBMBBB.—And  the  public. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  the  public  was  in- 
terested very  little  indeed  in  the  matter,  so  far 
as  he  could  understand,  only  indirectly.  Pri- 
marily, at  any  rate,  the  shareholders  of  the 
company  were  the  people  who  were  to  benefi 
by  it.  That  was  substantially  proved,  because- 
they  specially  guaranteed  to  pay  interest  on 
the  cost  of  construction  of  tbe  railway,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  that  guarantee  in  all  proba- 
bility the  railway  would  not  have  l>een  made. 
There  was,  therefore,  very  little  doubt  that  the 
railway  was  made  for  the  particular  benefit  of 
certain  shareholders  of  a  certain  company  or 
companies.  Then,  the  Westport  -  Ngakawau 
Act  was  passed,  under  which  a  certain  area  of 
land  was  to  be  liable  for  a  deficiency  on  working- 
expenses  so  soon  as  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands  in  the  Nelson  Land  District  allocated 
the  charges  which  were  to  be  debited  to  each 
particular  company  within  the  prescribed  area. 
The  Westport  Cardiff  Company  was  subse- 
quently included  in  the  contributors.  They 
embarked  their  capital  knowing  the  responsi- 
bilities imposed  upon  them.  It  would  be  quite 
possible  that  it  may  be  right  to  release  the 
leaseholders  from  their  responsibility.  He 
would  not  say,  for  lack  of  information,  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  the  cai«e  ;  but  he  maintained 
they  ought  to  know  all  about  the  circum- 
stances first — the  position  of  the  shareholders 
of  these  companies. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Send  it  to  the  Publio 
Accounts  Committee. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  to  some  Com- 
mittee or  other,  because  the  fact  remained  that 
Parliament  had  been  induced  to  part  with  a 
certain  amount  of  the  colony's  money,  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  making  a  railway  to  the 
mines  of  certain  private  individuals,  and  though 
he  might  be  told  that  this  was  not  the  colony's 
money,  but  was  the  money  of  the  Westport 
Harbour  Board,  that  did  not  properly  represent 
the  position,  because  in  the  Westport  Harbour 
Act  of  1884,  he  thought  there  was  a  clause  in- 
serted under  which  the  colony  guaranteed  that 
loan. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— -No  it  has  not. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  at  at  any  rate, 
he  knew  he  was  on  the  line  of  what  was  correct 
—namely,  that  at  least  some  portion  of  the  loan 
was  guaranteed.  Still,  the  responsibility  for 
the  non-success  of  that  railway  would  fall  upon 
the  Westport  Harbour  Board,  and  ultimately, 
consequent  upon  the  guarantee,  upon  the  colony 
for  any  deficiency.  It  might  be,  as  he  had  be- 
fore said,  that  they  should  relieve  the  lease- 
holders of  their  responsibilities ;  but  surely  they 
ought  not  to  do  that  blindfolded,  and,  as  far  as 
he  could  see,  if  this  Bill  passed  it  might  be 
possible  that  these  companies  which  now  do 
not  pay,  probably  for  lack  of  sufficient  capital 
to  develop  their  property,  might,  if  sufficient 
money  to  develop  their  property  was  avail- 
able, bring  the  mines  to  profitable  returns.  It 
might  then  happen  that  as  soon  as  they 
released  the  shareholders  from  the  responsi- 
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bility  they  had  taken  upon  themselves,  fresh 
capital  would  be  put  into  the  ventures,  and 
the  mines  would  commence  to  pay.  All  those 
suggestions  of  course  might  be  entirely  wrong ; 
but  surely  the  Bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  some 
Committee  which  should  investigate  all  the 
circumstances  and  arguments  advanced  in 
favour  of  concessions  to  these  companies.  He 
urged  the  House  to  agree  that  this  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  some  Committee,  so  that  the 
interests  of  the  colony  should  be  safeguarded. 
Mr.  SEDf)ON  said,  so  as  to  utilise  the  time 
as  far  as  they  could  that  night,  he  would  offer 
no  objection  to  this  Bill  being  referred  to  the 
Railways  Committee,  which  was  the  proper 
Committee  to  go  into  the  matter.  In  fact,  he 
thought  the  Minister  in  charge  wanted  to  take 
the  second  reading  upon  the  Bill  that  night, 
and  refer  it  to  the  Railways  Committee.  He 
would  now,  however,  briefly  state  the  position. 
At  the  time  the  Act  was  passed  there  was  a 
strong  company  called  the  Mokihinui  Company, 
and  they  had  a  railway  of  their  own  going 
from  the  mine  down  to /the  port,  and  they 
had  steamers  of  their  own.  At  that  time,  of 
course,  there  was  a  large  area,  as  there  was 
to-day,  of  coal- bearing  land,  and  it  was  used 
as  an  argument  that,  if  this  portion  of  the 
line  was  made,  and  if  in  the  working  of 
the  line  interest  was  not  obtained,  the  com- 
panies  should  make  up  the  difference  between 
the  earnings  and  the  interest  at  5  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  expended  in  the  construction  of  the 
line.  It  80  happened  that  the  principal  com- 
pany— the  Mokihinui  Company — had  practi- 
cally dropped  out  of  existence.  They  had  come 
across  a  fault  in  the  works,  and  under  the  co. 
operative  system  it  was  found  non-payable, 
with  the  result  that  the  mine  practically  ceased 
to  exist.  In  the  interim  the  Cardiff  Company 
had  gone  on.  It  was  one  of  the  owners  at  the 
time  of  the  same  land.  It  had  developed  its 
mine,  which  was  a  fairly  good  one  ;  but  there 
were  other  lands  at  that  time  occupied  by  the 
company,  and  it  was  thought  they  could  also 
work  these  mines  with  the  Westport  Cardiff 
and  the  Mokihinui,  and  that  taking  them 
all  together  there  would  be  no  loss  on  the 
working  of  the  railway.  But  as  events  had 
proved,  the  result  was  that  no  other  com- 
panies had  gone  on  with  the  development  of 
their  mines.  The  Mokihinui  bad  ceased  to 
exist,  and,  consequently,  the  charge  now  fell 
upon  this  surviving  company,  the  Westport 
Cardiff,  and  there  was  no  power  to  give  relief  to 
the  company.  This  company  was  the  furthest 
away  from  Westport,  and  the  high  tariff  which, 
owing  to  the  great  distance,  they  had  to  pay, 
had  severely  handicapped  the  company  as 
against  other  companies.  This  extra  amount, 
involved  by  having  to  meet  the  whole  of  the 
loss  on  the  working  of  the  line,  practically  so 
handicapped  the  company  that  there  was  a 
possibility  of  its  ceasing  operations  altogether. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  question  re- 
solved  itself  Into  this :  Should  they  place  this 
company  on  the  same  footing  as  the  rival  com- 
panies— the  one  at  Westport  and  the  other  at 
Greymouth  ?  They  paid  nothing  towards  the 
Captain  RiumII 


working  of  the  railway ;  and  there  was  do 
loss,  but  a  very  good  profit.  It  was  on  the 
Mokihinui  extension  that  there  was  a  lo«a. 
After  carefully  considering  the  matter,  the  Go- 
vernment came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  of 
so  much  importance  that  it  should  be  refemd 
to  the  House,  so  that  the  House  might  deal 
with  it.  There  was  no  doubt  that  originally 
those  who  held  the  lands  at  that  time,  and  both 
the  companies,  reckoned  they  would  not  be 
called  upon,  and  that  the  line  itself  would  pay 
— that  they  would  not  be  called  upon  to  make 
up  any  deficiency.  That  was  their  idea  at  tlie 
time,  and  it  was  on  that  ground  they  consented 
to  the  imposition  of  the  5-per-cent.  embargo. 
He  thought  it  was  quite  right  that  the  House 
should  not  be  asked  to  relieve  the  company 
of  the  legal  imposition  which  existed  in  respect 
to  this  mine  without  having  evidence,  first  of 
all  as  to  the  condition  of  the  mine,  its  financial 
position,  its  ability  to  pay,  and  whether  or  not 
it  was  unfair,  taking  into  consideration  all  the 
circumstances.  It  would  have  to  pay  losses 
now,  seeing  that  the  other  mines  ha^d  dropped 
out  of  existence  and  the  other  land  was  remain- 
ing unoccupied.  That  was  putting  the  position 
in  a  nutshell,  and  the  Minister  of  Mines  had 
no  objeojtion  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Committee 
to  take  evidence  on  the  points  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  the  circumstances 
connected  with  this  mine  were  within  bis 
knowledge,  and  the  facts  put  forward  by  the 
Premier  were  perfectly  correct.  The  Mokihinai 
Mine  had  ceased  working,  and  the  whole  onus 
of  the  payment  of  the  deficiency  in  interest  on 
this  railway  devolved  upon  the  Westport  Cardiff 
Coal  Company ;  and  the  difficulties  in  connec- 
tion with  that  mine  were  also  serious.  They 
had  met  with  a  large  "fault,"  and  unless 
they  obtained  relief  from  this  unforeseen  loss 
they  would  have  to  close  down  also.  It  was 
not  to  the  advantage  of  the  public  or  the 
colony  to  shut  up  one  coal-mine  after  another, 
because  you  necessarily  lost  the  benefit  of  the 
competition,  and  this  colony  would  lose  the 
benefit  of  the  competition  as  far  as  the  price  of 
coal  was  concerned,  and  this  particular  railway 
would  also  lose  all  the  coal  traffic  from  that 
mine.  He  thought  the  proposal  was  a  per- 
fectly reasonable  one.  It  was  known  to  some 
members  that  he  was  interested  in  a  ooal-mine 
on  the  West  Coast.  He  begged  to  explain  that 
it  was  the  Blackball  Coal-mine  with  which 
he  was  associated,  but  he  was  in  no  way 
connected  with  the  Westport  Cardiff  Coal 
Company.  Therefore,  if  he  spoke  merely  in 
the  interests  of  the  company  he  repre- 
sented, he  should  advocate  the  oontinaed 
enforcement  of  this  tax  in  order  to  force 
the  Westport  Cardiff  Company  to  stop;  but 
that  was  not  desirable  in  the  publio  in- 
terest, nor  would  it  be  proper.  The  Govern- 
ment had  agreed  that  the  Bill  should  be 
referred  to  a  Committee,  but  he  thought  they 
would  be  perfectly  justified  in  asking  the 
House  to  pass  the  second  reading  at  the  present 
sitting. 
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Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  had  been  looking  back 
a  few  years  to  the  history  of  this  legislation. 
He  foand  that  in  1890  the  original  Bill  was 
^rigorously  contested  in  that  House,  and  only 
passed  its  second  reading  by  a  majority  of  two. 
It  was  looked  upon,  and  properly  so,  with  sus- 
picion ;  and,  although  those  who  thought  that 
consequences  of  a  disastrous  kind  would  follow 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  in  1890  were  assured 
that  their  prognostications  were  ill  founded,  it 
turned  out  now  that  the  fear  of  disaster  had 
been  well  founded,  and  that  the  legacy  of  debt 
was  coming  home  to  the  colony  in  the  shape 
of  a  repudiated  debt  by  the  companies  that 
were  then  assisted  with  the  public  credit. 
Although  the  Minister  of  Mines  had  told  the 
House  to-night  that  the  responsibility  under 
this  proposed  Bill  was  on  the  Westport 
Harbour  Board,  and  that  the  relief  was 
only  to  be  granted  at  its  request,  it  was 
^ain  to  suggest  that  the  liability  was  really  not 
that  of  the  colony.  The  credit  of  the  colony 
bad  been  incurred  for  the  making  of  the  West- 
port-Ngakawau  Bailway  connection  for  the 
benefit  primarily  of  some  coal  companies 
operating  in  that  part  of  the  colony.  The 
proposal  now  was  that  accumulated  arrears, 
under  the  guarantee  of  these  companies,  for  the 
expenses  of  working  the  line  up  to  the  31st 
March  last  were  to  be  arranged  on  the  time- 
payment  system,  and  that  after  the  date 
mentioned  the  guarantee  should  be  ex- 
tinguished. He  bad  pointed  out  in  1890  that 
the  money  for  the  construction  of  the  railway 
was  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Westport  Harbour 
Loan,  which  was  not  more  than  sufficient, 
in  the  opinion  of  experts  and  professional 
engineers,  to  cover  the  work  which  was  to 
be  done  in  connection  with  the  Westport 
Harbour;  so  that,  if  they  subtracted  the 
money  which  would  be  required  for  the 
construction  of  the  railway  from  the  har- 
bour loflm,  that  would  necessitate  a  further 
loan  being  raised  at  some  future  time.  If 
he  was  not  mistaken,  authority  had  been 
obtained  since  1890  to  extend  the  borrowing- 
powers  of  the  Westport  Harbour  Board;  so 
that  this  railway  had  virtually  been  constructed 
&t  the  cost  of  the  colony.  Now  that  the  ex- 
pectations of  those  interested  in  committing 
the  colony  had  not  been  realised,  the  colony 
was  asked  to  relieve  the  guarantors  from  the 
guarantee  they  gave.  He  thought  that  Par- 
liament ought  to  consider  itself  in  the  position 
of  a  trustee  whose  duty  it  was  to  exhaust  what- 
ever remedies  it  had  against  the  guarantors. 
When  that  had  been  done  arrangements  could 
be  made  with  those  who  were  willing  to  con- 
tinue the  development  of  the  coal-measures  of 
the  district ;  and  he  would  be  considerably  sur- 
prised if  that  could  not  be  done  on  more  favour- 
able terms  to  the  colony  than  those  now  pro- 
posed. The  House  had  been  told  that  the  Moki- 
hinui  Goal  Company,  for  the  benefit  of  which 
primarily  the  railway  was  built,  had  ceased 
operations ;  but  no  doubt  the  company  consisted 
01  a  number  of  persons  who  had  been  quite  will- 
ing in  1890  to  enter  into  the  undertaking,  and  he 
could  not  see  that  Parliament  would  be  doing 


its  duty  if  it  now  allowed  a  number  of  specu- 
lators—he had  no  idea  who  they  were,  nor  did 
he  know  the  name  of  a  single  shareholder — 
to  escape  from  their  liability  and  throw  a 
burden  on  the  colony.  The  duty  of  Parliament 
was  to  exhaust  that  company,  and  every  other 
company  or  association  which  had  entered  into 
the  guarantee.  The  House  had  been  also  told 
that  the  Westport  Cardifi  Company,  which  was 
another  of  the  guarantors,  was  still  carrying 
on  operations,  and  hoped  If  this  Bill  was 
passed  to  be  able  to  extend  its  operations. 
That  also  was  a  company  of  speculators  who 
ought  to  be  made  to  fulfil  their  engagements, 
without  asking  for  concessions  intended  to 
benefit  private  individuals.  He  would  say 
nothing  at  the  present  stage  of  the  threat 
which  had  been  held  out— that  if  terms  as 
proposed  by  the  Bill  were  not  made,  min- 
ing in  that  part  of  the  West  Coast  would  cease. 
He  had  no  doubt  whatever  that,  if  all  the 
companies  interested  shut  down  their  mining 
operations,  means  would  be  found  for  develop- 
ing the  coalfields  in  that  part  of  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Membsb.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  must  respect- 
fully dissent  from  his  honourable  friend.  If 
there  were  payable  coalfields  there  he  had  no 
doubt  they  would  be  worked.  He  recalled  the 
incident,  when  this  Bill  was  before  the  House 
in  1890,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Grey, 
the  venerable  opponent  of  all  abuses,  rose  in 
his  place  and  protested  against  the  arrange- 
ment then  proposed  as  being  one  designed  to 
assist  some  private  companies  to  a  monopoly 
of  public  property.  Sir  George  Grey  had 
pointed  out  then  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
State — and  the  privilege  of  the  State  —  to 
tcJce  over  these  coal-mines  and  work  them 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  instead  of  hand- 
ing them  over  to  syndicates  and  speculators. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  thought 
this  Bill  should  not  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  any  sort,  but  ought  to  be  rejected. 
If  it  were  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
at  all  it  ought  to  be  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  The  Bill  of  1890  had  been  in- 
troduced by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and 
had  been  supported  by  the  present  Premier, 
then  member  for  Kumara,  but  had  met  with 
strenuous  opposition  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  urged  that  this  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  the  Railways  Committee 
because  a  previous  Bill  some  year  or  two  ago, 
on  the  subject  of  the  railway,  had  been  so 
referred.  But  the  case  was  now  different. 
The  question  at  that  time  was  connected  with 
the  railway. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— No ;  a  question  of  rail- 
way  freight. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  showed  it 
was  a  subject  properly  referable  to  the  Rail- 
ways Committee.  But  the  question  now  was 
simply  one  as  to  whether  certain  liabilities 
incurred  by  two  or  more  companies  should  be 
released.  Surely  that  was  a  question  properly 
referable   to  a  Finance    Committee.     Besides 

.  ^  Q  the  Act  passed  in  1890  authorising  the 
'    construction  of  the  line,  there  was  an- 
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other  stop  of  some  importanoe  in  oonnection 
with  the  subjeot  under  another  Act,  passed 
in  1894,  whioh  empowered  the  Westport  Har- 
bour Board  to  purchase  a  short  piece  of  pri- 
vate line  which  had  been  oonstructed  by  (he 
Mokihinui  Goal  Company,  connecting  with  the 
terminal  part  of  the  Westport-Ngakawau  Rail- 
way, which  had  been  built  by  the  Government 
under  the  Act  of  1890.  And  the  sum  of  £18,000 
had  been  paid  by  the  Wostport  Harbour  Board 
to  that  company  in  1895— to  that  same  Mokihi- 
nui Coal  Company  which  was  one  of  those  now 
proposed  to  be  released  from  liability.  So  it 
would  be  seen  that  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years  a  large  sum  of  what  was  virtually  public 
money  had  been  handed  over  to  a  company 
that  was  now  to  be  relieved  because  it  was  said 
to  have  been  unfortunate.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  must  appear  to  every  honourable 
member  who  was  not  biassed  on  the  subject 
that  the  Bill  under  consideration  should  be  re- 
ferred for  a  rigorous  inquiry  to  some  Committee 
that  would  deal  with  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
matter. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  whether 
he  was  willing  to  refer  the  Bill  to  such  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  did  not  object  to  the  Bill 
being  referred  to  any  Committee  the  House 
might  deem  best,  but  he  saw  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  read  a  second  time.  It  was 
quite  true,  as  the  last  speaker  said,  that  these 
companies  went  into  the  ventures  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  responsibilities  they  were  in- 
curring ;  but,  80  far,  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board,  who  were  to  receive  the  revenue,  had 
received  nothing  whatever.  They  had  nothing 
to  gain  and  everything  to  lose  by  allowing  the 
present  state  of  things  to  continue.  There 
was  not  the  remotest  prospect,  so  far  as  he 
oould  understand,  of  the  arrears  being  paid; 
and  if  the  Westport  Cardiff  Company,  who 
had  recently  incurred  great  expense  in  de- 
veloping their  mine,  found  themselves  com- 
pelled to  close,  as  the  Mokihinui  Company 
had  done,  the  Harbour  Board  would  lose  the 
haulage-rates.  As  the  Minister  pointed  out, 
the  Bill  was  not  introduced  till  the  consent  of 
the  Board  had  been  obtained  ;  and  the  Board's 
financial  position  was  such  as  to  enable  it  to 
forego  any  revenue  due  under  the  deficiency 
clauses.  The  revenue  of  the  Board  last  year 
was  something  like  £28,000,  and  after  meet- 
ing all  expenses  they  had  a  surplus  of  nearly 
£6,000.  To  show  how  the  trade  of  the  port 
was  developing,  he  would  state  that  the  esti- 
mated revenue  for  the  current  year  was  £35,000, 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  this  would  be  ex- 
ceeded. From  this  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
financial  position  of  the  Board  was  such  that 
tbey  were  well  able  to  make  the  concession  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill.  Then,  again,  it  was  only  fair 
to  bear  in  mind  the  Mokihinui  Company  had  lost 
£90,000  of  their  mooey  in  the  mine,  and  there 
was  only  now  3d.  per  share  uncalled.  He  thought 
it  would  be  affording  only  legitimate  encourage- 
ment to  this  company  and  the  Westport  Cardiff 
Company  if  this  BiU  were  passed.  He  would 
support  the  second  reading,  but,  as  the  majority 
Mr,  G.  Hutchison 


of  the  members  of  the  House  were  not  con- 
versant with  the  position,  he  had  no  objeetioo 
to  allowing  them  ite  fullest  opportunity,  and  he 
would,  therefore,  support  the  referring  of  the 
measure  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  a  disttnet 
recollection  of  this  Bill  being  before  the  Hoose 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  he  also  rememheied 
distinctly  voting  against  it.  The  iMt  speaker 
should  have  given  the  House  some  reasons  why 
this  coal  company  should  be  relieved  of  their 
liabilities. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Because  they  cannot 
pay. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  there  was  no  evi- 
dence before  the  House  that  the  shareholdecs 
were  not  able  to  pay.  Very  probably  many 
of  the  shareholders  were  wealthy  men.  He 
thought  that  before  a  Bill  like  this  was  passed, 
relieving  the  shareholders  of  their  liability, 
means  should  be  adopted  to  compel  them  to 
carry  out  their  obligations — before  it  was  pro- 
posed to  give  them  relief.  Then,  if  they  vrere 
unable  to  pay,  and  it  was  found  that  nothing 
oould  be  got  out  of  them,  it  might  be  advisable 
to  put  a  Bill  like  this  through.  He  believed 
there  were  many  wealthy  men  connected  with 
this  company,  and,  although  the  company  had 
ceased  working,  the  shareholders  were  still  able 
to  carry  out  their  obligations. 

An  Hon.  Mbubbb. — Do  you  mean  the  Moki- 
hinui? 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said.  Yes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  if  any  reason  was  required 
why  this  Bill  should  not  be  passed  by  the  Hoose 
before  it  went  to  a  Committee  for  thorough 
investigation  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  speeches 
that  had  been  delivered  on  the  Bill.  He  was 
possessed  of  the  merits  of  the  case  through  the 
fact  that  he  happened  to  know  a  number  of 
the  shareholders  of  the  company— the  West- 
port  Cardiff  Company — in  Christehurch.  He 
)mA  gone  into  the  matter  with  them,  and  he 
was  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  pass  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  except  with  the  distinct  intention  of 
sending  it  to  a  Committee  to  investigate.  He 
was  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  Cardiff  Company 
going  out  of  existence  even  if  it  were  not  given 
any  relief,  because  they  had  one  of  the  finest 
coal  properties  in  the  colony  at  the  present 
time.  He  would  support  the  seoond  reading  of 
the  Bill  on  the  understanding  that  it  went  to  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  he  was  on  the  Com- 
mittee  when  this  matter  was  under  investiga- 
tion on  a  former  occasion,  and  he  reoolleeted 
the  Minister  for  Railways  and  others  thought 
that  by  giving  concessions  in  freight  and  haul- 
age that  would  be  the  last  of  it.  Now  it 
had  come  up  again,  and  it  seemed  as  if  it  were 
going  to  be  a  continuous  application.  If  this 
sort  of  thing  went  on,  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  very  dangerous  precedent  to  set  op. 
It  was  generally  understood,  if  a  gold-mine 
turned  out  a  duffer  the  shareholders  in  that 
mine  lost  their  money,  and  he  did  not 
know  why  it  should  not  be  the  same  with 
coal-mines.     If  the  colony  had  to  come  to  the 
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vesone  of  eyery  oompany  which  made  a  iem- 
ponury  failure— because  it  was  very  possible 
this  would  only  be  a  temporary  failure — they 
would  oome  to  a  pretty  state  of  affairs.  Very 
likely,  if  they  perseyered  for  two  or  three 
months  their  workings  would  become  good 
again,  and,  with  the  advantages  that  had 
already  been  given  by  the  Bail  way  Depart- 
ment in  haulage- rates,  et  cetera^  they  might 
again  become  prosperous. 

Mr.  B.  Mckenzie  wished  to  say  that  the 
last  speaker  was  not  right  in  saying  the  oom- 
pany had  got  concessions  from  the  Qoyem- 
ment.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  concessions 
whateyer  had  been  given.  The  oompany  were 
now  paying  Sa.  6d.  for  every  ton  of  coal  sent 
from  the  mine  to  the  harbour  in  Westport.  In 
connection  wich  that,  the  Minister  for  Bailways, 
speaking  the  other  evening,  said  he  had  made 
conoessions  on  coal  for  export  to  the  extent  of 
25  per  cent. ;  but  this  company  got  a  concession 
of  only  6d.  per  ton,  which  was  nothing  like 
85  per  cent.  To  explain  the  position  :  The  line 
was  four  miles  long,  extending  from  the  Mo- 
kihinui  to  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  and  its  cost 
was  about  £80,000.  Afterwards  it  was  found 
that  the  Mokihinui  Harbour  was  not  suitable  to 
ship  coal  from,  and  a  Bill  was  passed  through 
the  House  in  1890  to  give  power  to  make 
the  line  from  the  Ngakawau  to  Mokihinui,  a 
distance  of  about  eight  miles.  That  connec- 
tion cost  £35,000,  which  amount  was  taken  out 
of  the  Loan  Account  of  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board.  In  1894  it  was  decided  by  the  House 
that  it  would  be  adyisable  to  buy  the  private 
line  from  the  company  so  that  it  might  be 
ran  by  the  colony.  Then,  to  put  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  right :  That  honourable 
member  said  that  this  line  cost  £18,000;  but 
clause  3  of  the  Act  under  which  the  line 
was  bought  stated  that  the  line  was  to  be 
boaght  at  a  price  not  exceeding  £18,000,  and 
he  believed  the  price  actually  paid  was  £12,800, 
for  a  linn  that  had  cost  £80,000.  The  position 
yrith  regard  to  the  deficiency  clause  was  that 
at  the  time  the  railway  was  made  there 
seemed  to  have  been  a  craze  in  the  colony 
for  the  betterment  principle.  It  was  under- 
stood that  all  railways  should  have  that 
principle  applied  to  them;  and  this  small 
section  of  railway,  he  believed,  was  the  only 
section  to  which  it  was  ever  applied,  and  the 
directors  of  the  company  agreed  to  the  guaran- 
tee of  5  per  cent.  When  the  Oardifi  Company 
was  being  formed  they  could  not  start  without 
entering  into  the  guarantee.  The  general  pub- 
lic were  not  taken  into  consideration  at  all ;  no 
matter  whether  the  line  paid  or  not,  they  got 
the  benefit  of  it  free  of  any  contingent  or  pro- 
spective liability.  The  Mokihinui  Company 
had  lost  all  its  capital—about  £60,000— and  had 
given  up  operations  altogether.  The  whole 
burden  of  the  deficiency  now  fell  on  the  Cardiff 
Company,  which  wanted  more  capital  to  work 
the  mine  to  better  advantage.  At  the  present 
time  their  output  was  about  50,000  tons  a  year, 
and  this  year  it  would  be  materially  increased. 
The  Westport  Harbour  Board  recognised  that 
it  would  be  much  better  for  them  as  a  pub- 


lic body  if  the  coal -output  was  increased — 
they  would  get  a  much  enhanced  revenue; 
that  would  be  the  result  if  facilities  were 
given  to  the  company  to  get  more  capital 
into  their  mines  to  develop  them  propierly. 
The  original  Mokihinui  Mine  was  now  for  sale 
in  London,  but  no  capitalist  would  invest  in  it 
under  existing  conditions.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  there  would  be  no  finality  about  this 
matter.  The  Harbour  Board,  as  a  public  body, 
concluded  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  the 
guarantee  removed  altogether  in  order  to  per- 
mit of  the  vigorous  deyelopment  of  the  coa) 
deposit  on  the  Mokihinui  portion  of  its  endow- 
ment. However,  it  did  not  ask  for  any  undue 
advantage  for  this  or  any  other  company,  but 
it  asked  that  the  guarantee  should  cease,  so  as 
to  enable  the  coal  companies  to  go  on  the 
market  with  reasonable  facilities  for  opening 
up  their  mines  and  procuring  the  capital  neces- 
sary for  their  development.  He  might  mention 
that  the  railway  workshops  at  Westport  were 
burned  down  last  year,  and  this  company  was 
responsible  for  a  proportion  of  the  cost  of  re- 
oonstraction— about  £8,000  or  £4,000.  That 
was  a  contingency  that  was  never  anticipated 
when  these  Acts  were  passed.  There  were 
various  other  matters  in  connection  with  it 
which  bore  very  hard  op  this  company.  That 
section  of  railway  was  paying  about  4  per  cent, 
or  over  at  the  present  time,  while  the  whole  sec- 
tion was  paying  about  7  per  cent.  Under  the 
arrangements  made  at  the  time,  the  Cardiff 
Compfuiy  was  placed  in  a  false  position  to 
start  with.  If  the  amount  had  been  fixed  at 
8  per  cent,  or  3^  per  cent,  instead  of  5  per  cent, 
he  did  not  think  the  company  would  have 
owed  anything.  The  mistake  was  in  accepting 
the  guarantee  during  the  period  the  railway  was 
under  construction  and  the  mine  in  process  of 
being  opened  out.  There  was  no  doubt,  if  the 
present  state  of  affairs  continued  it  was  more 
than  likely  this  company  would  haye  to 
cease  operations,  the  same  as  the  Mokihi- 
nui Company.  It  was  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  that  at  the 
time  the  Act  of  1890  was  passed  by  the  House 
it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  part  with 
these  coal-areas  at  all.  There  were  very  large 
areas  of  coal  in  the  Mokihinui  district  and 
various  other  districts,  so  that  if  there  was  any 
serious  intention  of  opening  up  State  coal-mines 
there  was  plenty  of  Crown  land  there,  and  all 
that  would  have  to  be  done  would  be  to  start 
operations.  He  did  not  think,  however,  there 
was  any  likelihood  of  that  at  present,  or  in 
the  immediate  future.  As  to  this  Bill  being 
referred  to  a  Committee,  there  was  no  doubt 
at  all  that  was  the  way  to  deal  with  it,  but  in 
his  opinion  the  Bailway  Committee  was  the 
proper  Committee  to  refer  it  to.  In  1894  the 
whole  of  this  question  came  before  that  Com- 
mittee. It  would  take  a  considerable  time  to 
go  into  the  details.  The  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee were  familiar  with  the  whole  subject. 
It  was  certainly  the  best  course  to  adopt  to 
refer  it  to  a  Committee,  and  he  hoped,  with 
that  object  in  view,  the  House  would  pass  the 
second  reading. 
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Mr.  BOLLESTON  hoped  the  honourable 
member  would  have  the  matter  referred  to 
the  Public  Acoounts  Committee.  The  ques- 
rtion  had  been  a  vexed  one  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  Public  Accounts  Committee  had 
not  much,  if  anything,  in  hand,  and  there  would 
thuB  be  an  opportunity  of  having  the  Bill  care- 
fully examined  from  a  financial  point  of  view. 
ReflJly,  the  only  question  to  be  determined  was 
<one  of  finance,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  give  an  indication  that  he 
would  refer  it  to  that  Committee. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  proposed  to  send  it  to 
the  Railways  Committee,  as  he  thought  that 
•Committee  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  an  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  he  was  very  anxious 
to  see  some  settlement  of  this  vexed  question, 
and  to  see  it  settled  in  terms  that  would  inspire 
•confidence.  He  was  strongly  of  opinion  that 
it  should  go  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
That  Committee  had  little  to  do,  and  was 
composed  of  men  who  were  accustomed  to  look 
.at  the  financial  side  of  questions.  There  was 
no  technical  railway  question  at  all  in  this — it 
was  financial  from  beginning  to  end;  and  he 
hoped  the  Minister  would  not  take  a  stand 
rupon  this  going  to  the  Railways  Committee. 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  quite  agreed  with  the 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker.  The  Bill  should 
be  referred  to  a  small  Committee  specially  set 
up  to  deal  with  it,  or  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  The  question  of  finance  had  now 
come  to  the  front,  and  there  was  really  no  other 
question  involved  in  the  Bill.  He  would  like 
to  see  this  vexed  question  settled,  but  he  did 
not  think  that  sending  it  to  the  Bailways  Com- 
mittee would  be  proper  under  the  circumstances. 
There  was  one  admission  by  the  Premier  which 
'he  had  not  expected  to  hear  that  honourable 
gentleman  make.  He  understood  him  to  say 
-that  the  Mokihinui  Mine  was  killed  by  the 
employment  of  co-operative  labour.  He  (Mr. 
Richardson)  had  long  since  been  of  opinion 
that  the  application  of  the  co-operative  system 
was  costing  the  colony  a  great  deal  more  than 
the  ordinary  contract  system,  but  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  such  an  admission  from  the 
Premier. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— He  never  said  such  a 
thing. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Premier  would 
•correct  him  if  he  was  wrong.  He  certainly 
said  something  very  like  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  certainly  did  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Premier  had 
stated  that  the  mine  was  first  worked  by  the 
company,  then  it  was  worked  by  co-operative 
labour,  and  after  that  it  failed.  He  (Mr. 
Richardson)  put  the  two  things  together.  It 
was  obvious  that  it  was  co-operative  labour 
which  killed  the  Mokihinui  Mine.  The  Pre- 
mier did  not  put  the  two  facts  together,  but  he 
supplied  them.  There  was  no  doubt  that, 
whether  these  companies  deserved  to  be  let  off 
their  liability  or  not,  whether  the  penalties 
were  enforced  or  not,  whether  this  working 
company  went  into  liquidation,  with  the  large 


coal  deposits  that  existed  in  that  distriotip  b« 
felt  that  if  it  caused  the  mine  to  be  closed 
it  would  not  remain  long  closed,  wiili^  the 
existing  rail  way- communication  and  the  large 
deposits  that  were  there.  Plenty  of  people 
would  be  speculative  enough  to  start  de  novo 
and  make  the  thing  pay.  He  remembered 
going  up  the  creek  with  Mr.  O'Connor,  and 
seeing  a  face  of  coal  perhaps  20  ft.  deep 
exposed  for  a  considerable  distance  up  one 
bank  of  this  creek,  and  at  other  places,  too, 
there  was  such  a  large  amount  of  coad  ihat, 
whatever  happened,  the  colony  was  not  going 
to  lose  the  interest  on  the  construoted  line 
from  Westport  up  the  Mokihinui.  If  these 
people  could  not  carry  on,  others  would  soon 
take  it  up,  and  he  ventured  to  say  the  line 
would  yet  serve  the  purpose  for  which  it  had 
been  constructed.  On  the  basis  of  the  Bill 
going  to  a  Committee  he  should  support  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  say  that,  in  his 
opinion,  this  was  one  of  the  many  instances 
they  had  had,  time  after  time,  of  a  liability 
being  thrust  upon  the  colony  by  relieving 
people,  on  the  strength  of  whose  guarantees 
heavy  public  expenditure  had  taken  place. 
Looking  over  the  debate  that  took  place  on 
this  subject  in  1890,  he  found  that  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  strongly  objected  to  the  West- 
port  Harbour  loan  being  used  for  the  porpose 
of  constructing  this  railway.  That  losua,  as 
they  knew,  was  raised  for  Westport  Harbour 
purposes,  and  was  guaranteed  by  the  colony. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  said,  No.  If  the  honour- 
able  member  would  permit  him  to  explain  the 
position,  it  was  this :  The  Westport  Harbour 
Board  loans  amounted  to  £550,000,  of  which 
£150,000  was  guaranteed  by  the  colony,  and 
having  a  1-per-cent.  sinking  fund,  with  accre- 
tions to  date  amounting  to  about  £25,000, 
leaving  at  present  a  net  colonial  guarantee  ol 
£125,000,  which  the  sinking  fund  would  ex- 
tinguish in  something  less  than  twenty  years. 
. .  3Q  Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  what  he 
'  stated  was  true,  despite  the  denial  ol 
members  on  the  other  side—that  the  harbour 
loan  was  to  a  certain  extent  guaranteed  by  the 
colony  ;  and  he  was  perfectly  correct  in  stathig 
that  the  Act  was  only  passed  after  very  strong 
objection  by  a  great  many  members  of  the 
House,  even  although  a  guarantee  of  5  per 
cent,  was  given  by  the  companies  interested. 
What  did  they  propose  to  do  now  ?  To  hand 
over  to  the  Government  of  the  day  the  power  of 
relieving  the  sole  remaining  company  from  any 
liability  imposed  by  the  Act  of  1890.  He,  for 
one,  would  be  no  party  to  any  snob  proposal, 
because  it  was  casting  a  liability  on  the  colony 
that  was  not  contemplated  when  the  Act  was 
passed.  It  went  without  saying  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  guarantee  of  the  companies 
the  Act  of  1890  would  never  have  passed,  and 
the  moneys  of  the  Westport  Harbour  loan 
would  never  have  been  used  for  the  oonstmo- 
tion  of  this  railway.  It  was  now  proposed  to 
refer  the  question  to  the  Railways  Committee. 
If  honourable  members  would  look  at  the 
Order  Paper  they  would  find  that  the  Coni- 
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mittee  was  oonsiitated  in  the  one-sided  manner 
no  character istio  of  the  present  Government. 
The  Committee  was  composed  of  seventeen 
members,  of  whom  no  less  than  eleven  be- 
longed to  the  Government  side. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said,  only  ten. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  clearly  incorrect.  The  Opposi- 
wion  members  proposed  for  this  Committee  were 
Messrs.  Carson,  Crowther,  Massey,  McLean, 
J.  W.  Thomnson,  and  Wright.  This  left,  as 
he  had  already  stated,  six  Opposition  members 
as  against  eleven  Government  members. 

Mr.  CADMAN  asked,  how  many  did  he  make 
of  it  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  six  Opposition 
members. 

An  Hon.  Mem bbb. — No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said.  Well,  he  would  read 
out  the  names  of  the  members  from  the  Govem- 
meni  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  proper  time  for 
referring  to  the  constitution  of  the  Committee 
was  when  the  motion  was  made  to  refer  the 
Bill  to  that  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  offered  the  strong- 
est objection  to  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill  as 
this.  He  did  not  wish  to  move  that  it  be  read 
a  second  time  that  day  six  months,  but  he 
thought  every  member  of  the  House  who 
wished  to  avoid  increased  taxation  being  put 
on  the  people  would  vote  with  him  against 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  it  was  with  some  little 
diffidence  ha  rose  to  make  a  few  remarks  in 
reference  to  this  Bill.  It  appeared  to  him  that, 
although  the  Bill  had  been  brought  down  in 
charge  of  the  Minister  of  Mines,  it  might 
almost  be  looked  unon  as  a  private  Bill.  From 
^e  remarks  which  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka,  he  almost  thought  it 
must  be  a  private  Bill,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  to  deal  really  with  a  private  company  which 
had  been  established  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island.  A  very  considerable  amount  of 
)K>wer  was  given  to  the  Government  under  this 
measure  —  a  powez  which  be  hardly  knew 
whether  the  House  would  be  justified  in 
handing  over  to  the  Government  or  not. 
It  was  true  this  power  was  to  be  exercised 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Westport 
liarbour  Board,  but  he  would  like  to  point 
out  to  honourable  members  that  this  Board 
was  purely  a  nominated  Board  —  entirely,  he 
might  say,  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day.  Members  of  the  Board  were 
nominated  by  Ministers,  and  naturally  the 
Government  would  have  a  considerable  amount 
of  influence  over  this  particular  Board  ;  so  that 
the  whole  Bill  simply  meant  placing  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ministry  for  the  time  being  a 
sufficient  amount  of  power  to  determine  as  to 
the  revenue  which  the  country  ought  to  get 
from  this  particular  concern.  The  honourably 
member  for  Motueka  stated,  if  he  understood 
him  aright,  that  the  Mokihinui  Mine  was  to  be 
offered  to  a  London  syndicate  or  company. 
Then  the  honourable  member  went  on  to  tell 
the  House  that,  in  the  event  of  this  disability 


not  being  removed  so  far  as  the  royalty  was 
concerned,  there  was  no  chance  of  this  com- 
pany being  floated  in  London.  Well,  he 
would  be  veiy  sorry  to  say  anything  or  to 
do  anything  in  regard  to  this  measure  that 
would  interfere  with  the  floating  of  this 
company  in  London,  but  at  the  same  time 
the  Bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  special 
Bill,  really  confined  to  this  private  company, 
and  not  to  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony. 
Then,  they  had  this  to  take  intooonsideration  : 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  the  colony's  money 
had  already  been  spent  on  these  harbours  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  in  connection  with  these 
mines.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  for  one  mo- 
ment that  it  had  been  injudiciously  spent — 
probably  it  had  been  a  very  proper  expenditure ; 
but  there  was  no  getting  away  from  the  fact 
that  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
of  colonial  money  had  been  spent  on  railways 
in  connection  with  both  Grey  mouth  and  West- 
port,  and  the  colony  really  got  no  direct  benefit 
so  far  as  the  working  of  these  particular  lines 
was  concerned.  So  far  as  he  could  under- 
stand, the  law  some  time  ago  was  altered  in  the 
direction  of  making  the  profits  on  the  working 
of  these  lines  local  revenue,  and  any  profits 
made  had  been  under  the  control  of  the 
different  local  bodies  and  Harbour  Boards,  and 
therefore  they  had  at  the  present  time  m  one 
way  or  another  sanctioned  a  large  expenditure 
of  money  on  these  particular  lines,  and  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  very  careful  at  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings  not  to  give  these  lines 
further  facilities,  or  relieve  them  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  this  Bill  went.  There  was  no ' 
control  whatever  over  the  Government,  and 
the  matter  would  be  left  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  although  the  recom- 
mendation was  to  come  from  the  Westport 
Harbour  Board.  Some  time  ago  he  took 
out  the  figures  in  connection  with  the 
working  and  construction  of  the  Harbour 
Board  works  and  railways.  These  figures 
showed  that  a  very  considerable  sum  had 
been  spent  from  which  the  colony  had 
derived  no  direct  benefit.  He  thought  they 
should  be  particularly  careful  in  making  fur- 
ther concessions  in  reference  to  these  mines. 
He  would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  whether  it  was  to  be  referred 
to  the  Mines  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^The  Railways  Committee. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  that,  seeing  the  Bill  re- 
ferred to  a  question  of  mining,  it  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Mines  Committee,  although  it 
might  have  some  bearing  on  the  revenue  of 
the  Railway  Department. 

Mr.  CADM  AN  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  had  treated  them  to  a  lecture  about 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  Bill,  but  he  for- 
got to  tell  the  House  that  he  voted  for  the 
orginal  Bill  which  gave  all  these  grants  to 
these  people. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  voted  for  the  Bill 
on  the  conditions  it  then  xiontained. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said.  Yes ;  but  they  were  con- 
ditions which  the  companies  had  not  been  able 
to  fulfil,  and,  as  they  could  not  fulfil  them  in 
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the  way  it  was  thought  they  oould  at  the  time, 
they  were  going  now  to  make  good  the  links. 
The  honourable  member  for  Mataura  said  other 
^people  were  ready  to  take  up  this  ooal-mine 
if  the  present  occupiers  were  not  prepared  to 
^o  on  with  it.  He  had  been  looking  for  those 
gentlemen  for  the  last  two  years,  and  would 
be  very  glad  to  see  them,  because  he  had  been 
•opposing  oonoessions  to  this  mine  for  about  two 
years,  and  trying  to  devise  some  scheme  to  meet 
the  difficulty.  As  the  members  of  the  Railways 
•Committee  would  know,  he  went  into  the  ques- 
tion fully,  and  obtained  the  names  of  the  share- 
holders of  hoth  companies.  He  had  them  there 
now  on  the  official  file  of  records,  and  they 
would  be  found  very  valuable  in  dealing  with 
the  question.  As  far  as  the  CJommittee  was  con- 
cerned, it  would  be  better  to  send  the  matter  to 
the  Railways  Committee,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  thoroughly  investigate  the  whole 
transaction  before  it  did  anything  in  the  matter. 
Personally,  it  made  no  difference  to  him  or  the 
Oovemment  whether  the  Bill  passed  or  not. 
The  trouble  he  had  taken  was  from  the  railway 
point  of  view,  in  order  to  conserve  the  railway 
revenue  of  the  colony,  as  if  they  did  not  do 
something  there  was  a  probability  that  the  line 
would  be  left  on  their  hands  without  paying 
interest  at  all — unless  some  one  was  prepared 
to  take  up  the  coal-mines  if  abandoned.  The 
Mokihinui  Mine  was  virtually  under  forfeiture, 
and  had  been  so  for  some  time.  They  had 
given  the  company  notice,  but  they  wrote  back 
asking  that  they  might  have  two  or  three 
•months  longer  in  order  to  communicate  with 
some  people  at  Home  who  were  dealing  with 
the  matter.  That  time  had  nearly  expired,  and 
the  Qovemment  did  not  desire  to  forfeit  the 
mine  if  anybody  was  prepared  to  take  it  over. 
If  the  House  wished  to  investigate  the  whole 
thing  he  was  quite  satisfied  to  give  all  informa- 
tion which  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  if  they  saw  a  better  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  he  would  be  prepared  to  fall  in  with 
it.  When  both  companies  petitioned  the  House 
last  year  the  report  brought  down  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  virtually  drafted  by  the  Railway 
Department,  and  be  would  read  it  to  the 
House,  so  that  they  might  see  the  attitude  he 
then  took  up : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  Rail- 
ways Committee  recommend  that  if  the  West- 
port  Cardifi  Coal  Company  (Limited)  and  the 
Mokihinui  Coal  Company  (Limited)  respec- 
tively undertake  in  writing  to  the  satisfaciion 
of  the  Government  to  faithfully  perform  the 
following  conditions,  namely, — 

"  1.  That  within  the  next  nine  months  they 
will  increase  their  share  capital  and  plant  and 
enlarge  their  running  operations  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  the  Government  and  Westport  Harbour 
Board  deem  satisfactory ;  and  also 

*'  2.  That  they  will  pay  up  their  respective 
arrears  under  section  6  of  "  The  Westport-Nga- 
kawau Railway  Extepsion  Act,  1890,"  and  sec- 
tion 8  of  the  amending  Act  of  1894,  by  monthly 
instalments,  the  amount  of  which  and  date  of 
iirst  instalment  to  be  agreed  upon, — 

*'Then  the  Government  should  undertake 
Mr.  Cadman 


that,  so  long  as  the  aforesaid  conditions  are 
faithfully  performed,  no  proceedings  shall  be 
taken  to  enforce  payment  of  the  moneys  pay- 
able under  those  sections.  Legislation  to  be  | 
introduced  if  required  to  g^ve  effect  to  this  re- 
commendation. 

"  6th  October,  1896." 

This  was  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee— to  give  them  breathing- time,  and  no- 
thing more.  That  was  twelve  months  ago. 
They  were  in  no  better  position  now,  and  unless 
they  were  relieved  from  the  guarantee  clauses 
no  outsiders  would  introduce  capital  into  the 
company  to  enable  them  to  extend  operations, 
as  evidently  was  required.  The  leader -of  the 
Opposition  had  said  it  was  not  wise  to  relieve 
them  of  the  guarantee,  because  the  oompany 
might  become  in  a  flourishing  condition  later 
on.  The  fallacy  of  that  argument  was  that  the 
company  could  only  get  into  a  flourishing  oon- 
dition  by  taking  large  quantities  of  coal  over 
the  line,  and  the  very  fact  of  so  doing  rendered 
the  guarantee  unnecessary. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  CADMAN  moved.  That  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  the  Railways  Committee. 

Mr.  WASON  said,  after  listening  attentively 
to  the  debate  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  proper 
tribunal  to  send  it  to  was  the  Public  Aceonnts 
Committee.  Honourable  members  would  see 
that  the  bearings  of  the  Bill  were  entirely 
financial.  He  desired  to  move  an  amendment 
to  that  effect. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  a  well-known  bbct 
that  the  Railways  Committee  had  this  Bill 
before  it  last  year,  and  the  Railways  Committee, 
without  any  further  trouble,  woijdd  Imow  what 
questions  to  put,  who  best  to  get  evidence 
from,  and,  as  to  revenue  and  finance,  they  knew 
as  much  about  it  as  the  Public  Acoounte  Com- 
mittee— in  fsbct,  there  were  some  members  who 
were  on  this  Conmiittee  and  on  the  other  Com- 
mittee. The  Minister  had,  at  the  request  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  asked  Uiat 
it  should  be  referred  to  some  Committee — tiie 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  mention  any  | 
particular  Committee — agreed  to  refer  it  to  tfa» 
Railways  Committee;  and  now  they  had  an 
amendment  to  refer  it  to  the  Public  Accoonts 
Committee.  Under  these  circumstances  ha  | 
thought  it  was  acting  unreasonably  towards  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  who  was  always  cour- 
teous in  endeavouring  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
honourable  members.  He  hoped  the  honoot* 
able  member  would  not  press  his  amendment, 
but  that  members  would  let  the  Bill  go  to  the 
Railways  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Premier  had  told 
them  that  the  members  of  the  Railways  Com- 
mittee had  as  much  knowledge  of  finance  as 
those  proposed  on  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. The  honourable  gentleman  had  aaJtf 
to  look  over  the  names  on  the  respective  Com- 
mittees to  realise  that  he  was  far  from  oorrect 
in  that  assertion.  And  he  could  not  deny  th&t 
the  main  question  involved  in  the  Bill  was 
simply  a  question  of  finance.  The  question 
was  whether  the  taxpayers  of  this  colony  were 
to  be  made  liable  to  a  further  burden  throof^ 
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the  passing  of  this  Bill,  and  jet  the  honourable 
-gentleman  refused  to  relegate  the  Bill  to  a  Com- 
nuttee  which  was  pre-eminently  the  best  fitted 
to  deal  with  the  financial  question  involved. 
It  was  most  extraordinary  that  they  could  not 
get  anything  done  that  was  reasonable— that 
the  Government,  time  after  time,  would  persist 
in  diverting  the  course  of  bnsiness  in  this 
House  into  wrong  channels.  They  were  told 
that  the  Railways  Committee  knew  all  about 
this  questioh  because  they  had  had  it  before 
them  last  year.  That  involved  the  assumption 
that  the  Hallways  Committee  of  this  year  was 
the  same  as  that  of  the  former  Parliament. 

An  Hon.  Member.— There  are  ten  of  them 
■  on  this  year. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  true  that  there 
were  some  of  them  on,  but  that  was  pretty  well 
the  case  in  connection  with  almost  any  Com- 
mittee that  might  be  mentioned.  It  would  be 
almost  impossible  for  any  Government  to  ex- 
clude from  any  Committee  all  the  members 
who  had  been  on  the  same  Committee  in  the 
previous  Parliamen  t.  If  the  Government  could 
give  even  one  sound  reason  for  refusing  to  have 
&ie  Bill  relegated  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, as  proposed  by  the  honourable  member 
lor  Selwyn,  then  they  on  this  side  might  be 
induced  to  fall  in  with  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  they '  had  given  no  such  reason 
— none  whatever.  He  therefore  hoped  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  would  push 
his  motion  to  a  division. 

Captain  BUSSELL  suggested  that  the  Oppo- 
sition should  meet  the  Government  half-way 
in  this  matter,  and  withdraw  the  amendment 
in  favour  of  sending  the  Bill  to  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.  The  principle  of  refer- 
ring the  Bill  to  a  Committee  was  what  was 
•  contended  for,  and,  that  having  been  gained, 
the  name  of  the  Committee  was  not  of  any 
▼ital  importance. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  the  hour  of 
twelve  o'clock  had  now  arrived.  The  honour- 
.  able  member  who  had  last  spoken  wanted  a 
sound  reason  for  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  connection  with  this  matter,  but  he  (\ir. 
McKenzie^  thought  it  was  plain  to  the  House 
that  the  ooject  of  the  honourable  member  was 
to  block  the  next  Bill— the  Native  Land  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  assured  the  honourable 
member  that  be  did  not  know  what  the  next 
Bill  was. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  was  willing  to 
accept  the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation, 
but  he  had  evidently  got  the  hint  to  talk,  and 
that  was  enough  for  him.  At  any  rate,  he 
thought  the  House  had  done  a  fair  day's  work, 
.  and  he  was  willing  that  the  matter  should  now 
go  to  a  division. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  pointed  out  that  it  was 
more  than  a  concession  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  granted,  because  he  had  given 
away  a  considerable  principle.  The  Bill  dealt 
exclusively  with  finance.  It  had  nothing  to 
do  with  railways  except  incidentally,  and  the 
Bailways  Committee  was  distinctly  different 
from  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  both  in 
'.membership  and  duties.     If  the   Public   Ac- 


counts Committee  was  selected  because  its 
members  had  a  knowledge  of  finance,  that  was 
surely  the  best  of  reasons  why  the  Bill  should 
be  sent  to  them,  and  not  to  a  Committee  the 
members  of  which  were  selected  for  their 
knowledge  of  railway  management.  He  no- 
ticed, besides,  that  the  members  proposed  for 
the  Railways  Committee  were  not  in  the  propor- 
tion that  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
recognised  as  the  proper  basis  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Committees.  That,  however,  was  a 
matter  which  might  be  dtfalt  with  later  on 
when  the  Committee  would  be  set  up.  He 
would  like  to  suggest,  whatever  Committee 
might  be  determined  on  to  deal  with  the  Bill, 
that  evidence  should  be  taken  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  companies  to  discharge  the  liability  they 
were  under  for  contributions  towards  the  loss 
to  the  colony  on  the  working  of  the  railway 
which  had  been  constructed  for  their  benefit. 
If  that  evidence  was  not  brought  down  by  the 
Committee  he  would  endeavour  to  have  it 
brought  out  before  the  Bill  passed  the  House. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn,  and  mo- 
tion agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  4th  November ,  1897. 


San  Franoisoo  Mail-flervice— Smaggliog  Prosecution 
at  Iiyttelton^Prlvilege— Ooroners  Bill— Defama- 
tion Bill— Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2). 

The  Hon.   the  Spbakbr  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pratebs. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAIL-SERVICE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister 
of  Education, — (1.)  When  the  present  San  Fran- 
cisco mail-service  expires?  (2.)  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  call  for  alter- 
native tenders  for  European  mail-service ;  and, 
if  so,  when  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENRINSON  suggested  that 
if  anything  wa^  to  be  done  in  the  matter,  the 
Qovernment  might  well  consider  the  question 
of  freights,  which  at  present  were  excessive, 
between  Fr'isco  and  the  colony.  If  he  were  in 
order  he  would  just  mention 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  not  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said,  in  reply 
to  the  question,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
consulted  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  Statement 
he  would  have  learnt  what  was  possible  to  be 
indicated  as  to  the  intention  of  the  Government. 
The  contract  would  terminate  at  the  beginning  of 
next  month  in  the  ordinary  course.  It  had  been 
extended  to  the  end  of  March  in  order  to  enable 
the  question  of  renewal  to  be  fully  considered 
by  Parliament.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  pro- 
posed to  submit  to  Parliament  this  session  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  for  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  and 
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what  variations  shoald  be  made  in  the  oon- 
ditione  under  which  it  should  be  undertaken. 

SMUGGLING  PROSECUTION  AT  LYTTBL- 
TON. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  asked,— (1.)  If  the  at- 
tention  of  the  Government  has  been  called  to 
the  late  smuggling  prosecution  in  Lyttelton, 
when  the  defendant  was  forced  to  plead  guilty 
under  pressure  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  at 
that  port  under  the  following  circumstances — 
namely  :  If  the  defendant  pleaded  guilty,  only 
a  fine  of  three  times  the  value  would  be  asked 
for ;  but  if  he  pleaded  not  guilty,  then  the  full 
amount  of  £100  would  be  exacted  ?  (2.)  If  the 
attention  of  the  Government  has  been  called  to 
a  letter  appearing  in  the  Lyttelton  Times  of  the 
2nd  November  on  the  subject  signed  "  Lover  of 
Justice  "  ?  (8.)  Will  the  Government  cause  an 
inquiry  to  be  instituted  as  to  the  truth  or  other- 
wise of  the  charges  made  in  said  letter  ;  and, 
if  such  inquiry  is  to  be  instituted,  that  it  be 
done  at  once,  so  as  to  have  evidence  taken 
before  the  **  Mataura  "  leaves  the  co)t)ny  ?  In 
asking  this  question  he  felt  it  was  possessed 
of  a  very  great  deal  of  importance.  There  had 
been  certain  reflections  cast  on  one  of  the 
most  important  of  our  departments  —  the 
Customs  Department.  On  last  Saturday 
Uiere  was  a  case  heard  in  the  Magistrate's 
Court  at  Lyttelton.  A  man  was  brought  up 
on  the  charge  of  smuggling  61b.  of  tobacco. 
Mr.  Nalder,  a  solicitor  there,  appeared  for  the 
defendant,  and  said  he  wanted  to  test  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  would  plead  "Not  guilty." 
Mr.  Patten,  the  Collector  of  Customs  at 
Lyttelton,  said,  if  so,  he  would  apply  for  fall 
penalty,  according  to  the  report,  which  reads 
as  follows : — 

"  At  the  Lyttelton  Court,  Saturday  morning, 
before  Mr.  R.  Beetham,  S.M.,  James  Donovan 
was  charged  with  having  in  his  possession  6  lb. 
of  tobacco  upon  which  duty  had  not  been  paid. 
Mr.  Nlilder  appeared  for  Donovan,  and  said 
that,  in  order  to  bring  out  the  facts  of  the  case, 
he  would  plead  'Not  guilty.'  Mr.  Patten, 
Collector  of  Customs,  explained  that  the  Crown 
Solicitor  was  absent  from  town.  After  some 
discussion  the  information  was  made  to  read, 
'  did  import  or  unship '  certain  un- Customed 
goods.  The  Collector  elected  to  sue  for  the 
lull  penalty  of  £100.  Mr.  Nalder  said  he 
would  ask  the  Collector  to  take  the  alternative 
of  suing  for  three  times  the  value  of  the  goods, 
which  amounted  to  £4  10s.  Mr.  Patten  said 
he  was  willing  to  do  so  if  the  defendant  pleaded 
guilty.  Mr.  Nalder  said  he  was  willing  to 
plead  guilty  if  he  were  allowed  to  produce  cer- 
tain evidence  which  he  desired  to  bring  out,  and 
which  he  thought  in  fairness  should  be  made 
public.  Mr.  Beetham  said  the  man's  posi- 
tion would  not  be  improved.  If  he  pleaded 
guilty  the  Collector  was  satisfied  with  a  fine 
of  £4  10s.,  but,  if  not,  then  the  full  penalty  of 
£100  would  be  gone  for,  which,  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances,  could  be  reduced  to 
£26.  Mr.  Nalder  :  Very  well,  then,  I  will  plead 
fcuilty.  Mr.  Patten  said  he  knew  of  nothing 
he  feared  that  could  come  out  in  connection 
Hon,  Mr,  W.  C.  Walker 


with  the  case.  The  defendant  was  then  fined 
£4  lOs.,  which  was  paid.  Mr.  Patten  asked 
his  Worship  if  he  could  refer  to  some  state- 
ments that  had  been  made  in  the  papers.  His 
Worship  said  he  had  nothing  to  ao  with  what 
the  papers  said.'* 

But  the  whole  thing  did  not  rest  there.  A 
letter  appeared  in  the  Lyttelton  Times  of  the 
2nd  November,  headed  **  Smuggling  in  Lyttel- 
ton," and  this  letter  went  on  to  say, — 

**  I  think  it  high  time  that  the  justice-loving 
part  of  the  community  was  in  possession  <j 
certain  facts  with  regard  to  the  way  the  Oon- 
traband  Goods  Act  is  carried  out  in  ChrisV 
church.  The  s.s.  *  Mataura '  came  into  Lyttel- 
ton on  the  25th  October,  and  on  the  26th  Ootober 
a  man,  evidently  in  the  employ  of  the  Customs, 
came  down  and  asked  the  seamen  to  sell  him 
tobacco,  offering  8s.  per  pound  for  the  same.  The 
men  said  they  had  not  any,  and  the  man  from 
Christchureh  asked  them  to  try  and  get  some. 
He  came  again  on  Thursday,  and  then  offered 
4s.  a  pound,  and  a  quartermaster  sud  he  hsd 
won  some  at  cards,  but  did  not  want  to  sell  it 
The  detective  then  asked  if  they  could  not 
scrape  up  any  more,  and  he  would  come  on 
Friday  for  it.  He  came  down*  and  found  the 
quartermaster  in  his  bunk  asleep.  He  roused 
him  up,  and  the  quartermaster  saidallheoookl 
get  was  6  lb.  and  part  of  this  he  had  had  to  gst 
from  another  ship.  The  agent,  or  detective, 
or  whatever  he  likes  to  oall  himself,  said  he 
.wanted  more,  but  that  he  would  taJce  the  6  lb. 
if  the  quartermaster  would  take  it  to  the  sts- 
tion  for  him.  This  he  did— result,  arrested  snd 
fined  treble  the  value.  Now,  I  ask  is  it  jost 
or  right  that  men  should  be  bribed  to  commit 
a  felony  and  then  punished  by  the  same  people 
that  persuaded  them  to  do  it  ?  I  may  add  this 
is  the  third  case  of  the  kind  that  has  happened 
lately.  Christchureh  appears  to  be  the  only 
port  that  resorts  to  these  means  of  causing  crime 
and  then  finding  it  out. — I  am,  &c., 

**  LOVBB  OF  JUSTICB." 

Now,  he  did  not  know  from  his  own  personil 
knowledge,  but  he  knew  there  were  mmoon 
that  on  several  occasions  a  similar  thing  hsd 
been  done.  He  hoped  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment were  not  guilty  of  it,  but  it  was  stated 
that  the  Customs  Department  were  guilty; 
that  they  had  sent  men  down  to  endeavoor  to 
get  sailors  to  commit  a  breach  of  the  law,  and 
as  soon  as  a  breach  of  the  law  was  committed, 
and  they  brought  tobacco  or  whatever  else  it 
was  on  shore,  they  were  immediately  arrested, 
hailed  before  the  Magistrate,  and  fined  in 
various  amounts.  It  was  impossible  that  sooh 
a  state  of  things  should  be  allowed  to  exist, 
and  he  trusted,  after  the  exposures  that  had 
already  been  made,  the  Government  would  in- 
stitute strict  inquiries  so  as  to  elicit  the  tratii 
or  otherwise  of  these  allegations. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  was  not  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  the  statements  of  the  honoor- 
able  gentleman,  but  presumably  they  were  a 
parte  statements.  The  facts  as  submitted  to  him 
were  that  the  Collector  of  Customs  laid  an 
information  against  a  man  for  smuggling,  and 
sued  for  a  penalty  of  £100,  which  the  Hagit- 
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irate  had  power  to  mitigate  to  £25.  In  Court 
the  defendant's  solioitor  asked  the  OoUeotor 
to  sue  for  treble  the  value  of  the  goods  in- 
stead of  the  full  penalty.  The  Collector  re- 
plied that  he  could  not  do  that,  as  the  man 
had  pleaded  **  Not  guilty."  If,  however,  the 
defendant's  plea  were  withdrawn,  and  he 
pleaded  <*  Guilty"  instead,  he  would  consent. 
The  solioitor  then  advised  the  defendant  to 
plead  guilty  ;  and  the  Magistrate  declined  to 
hear  evidence,  but  the  Collector  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  case.  He  had  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  there  was  any  system  of 
endeavouring  to  entrap  the  innocent ;  but  ap- 
parently it  was  a  fact  that  there  was  an 
organized  contraband  trade  going  on  in  certain 
places.  Searches  of  the  ships  failed  to  show 
where  the  tobacco  was  concealed,  and  the 
watch  kept  on  shore  for  the  landing  of  tobacco 
had  not  been  effective  so  far  as  preventing 
smuggling  in  small  quantities.  As  regarded 
the  second  question,  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  been  drawn  to  that  letter ; 
and,  as  to  the  third  question,  the  Government 
knew  no  facts  at  present  which  would  warrant 
them  taking  exceptional  means  to  set  such  an 
inquiry  on  foot. 

PRIVILEGE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— Sir,  before  the 
orders  of  the  day  are  proceeded  with  I  wish 
to  raise  a  question  of  privilege,  and  my  apology 
for  doing  so  is  that  I  would  not  have  brought 
a  personal  matter  before  this  Council  but  that 
I  think  most  members  will  agree  with  me 
that  I  have  been  deliberately  and  wilfully 
misrepresented  in  a  newspaper  published  in 
this  city — the  New  Zealand  Times,  That  paper 
publishes  this  morning  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  of  yesterday,  and  that 
roport,  after  setting  forth  the  speeches  of 
various  honourable  gentlemen  in  connection 
with  the  motion  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bo  wen,  publishes  the  following  in  connection 
with  some  of  my  own  remarks : — 

**  The  Hon.  W.  T.  Jennings  said  that  he  was 
connected  with  the  Press,  and  he  knew  the 
marvellous  inventiveness  of  reporters.  Re- 
porters were  supposed  to  have  big  imaginations 
and  to  invent  news,  but  this  reporter  had  ex- 
celled himself." 

Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  gentle- 
man in  this  Council  who  heard  what  I  said 
yesterday  who  thought  for  one  moment  that  I 
in  any  way  reflected  on  the  gentleman  who  was 
charged  with  furnishing  the  report  mentioned 
to  the  New  Zealand  Times,  and  it  certainly 
was  far  from  my  thoughts  to  do  so.  I  have 
been  connected  with  the  Press  for  over  twenty- 
five  years  in  various  parts  of  this  colony, 
and  all  my  intimacy  with  the  members  of 
the  literary  staff  has  always  been  of  a  most 
friendly  character;  and  I  am  sure  it  is  not  my 
intention  now  to  reflect  in  any  way  on  one  of  a 
body  of  men  whom  I  have  ever  found  trust- 
worthy. There  are  other  statements  made  in 
a  sob-leader  which  I  hardly  wish  to  allude  to  at 
all ;  bnt  those  remarks  are  unfair,  unjust,  and 
unworthy  of  a  respectable  newspaper.    And  I 
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say  this :  During  the  whole  of  my  time  in  news- 
paper work  I  have  never  yet  known  such  an 
uniair  report  made  as  has  been  made  on  the 
present  occasion.  I  feel,  perhaps,  a  little 
warmly  in  connection  with  this  matter,  be- 
cause the  wilful  twist  that  has  been  given  to 
my  jocular  remark  is  so  manifestly  obvious  to 
every  one  who  noticed  what  I  said  yesterday^ 
and  also  because  I  would  be  the  last  one  in 
this  Council  to  make  an  attack  on  one  who 
would  have  no  chance  of  defending  himself. 

CORONERS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— I  trust  the 
Council  will  not  attribute  any  blame  to  my- 
self for  the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  con- 
nection with  the  circulation  of  this  Bill. 
There  has  been  a  certain  amount  of  pressure 
in  the  Printing  Office,  and  it  was  only  in  the 
course  of  this  morning  that  the  Bill  was  circu- 
lated; but  I  trust,  under  the  circumstances^ 
the  Council  will  be  prepared  to  go  on  with  the 
seoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  for  I  am  able  to 
assure  them  that  this  is  the  Bill  that  last  year 
was  passed  by  the  Council,  and  it  appears  again 
before  us  in  the  same  form.  Last  year  the  Bill 
was  submitted  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Com- 
mittee, went  through  a  searching  investigation 
there,  and,  after  being  reported  to  the  Council, 
was  passed  through  all  its  stages  and  was  sent 
to  the  other  Chamber.  Now,  again,  Sir,  I  bring 
up  the  Bill  in  the  same  form  in  which  it 
left  this  Council  last  year,  and  I  am  ask- 
ing the  Council  to  pass  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill — a  Bill  which  they  approved  of  last 
year,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  trust  there  is  no 
reason  why  they  should  change  their  minds. 
Perhaps,  to  refresh  the  memories  of  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  may  have  forgotten  the 
precise  details  of  the  Bill  last  year,  I  may  say  a 
few  words  pointing  out  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  Bill.  Generally  speaking,  the  purport  of 
the  Bill  is  to  put  an  end  to  Coroners'  juries — 
to  mak6  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  in  each 
district  the  Coroner  for  the  district,  give  him 
discretionary  power  to  make  investigations,  and 
to  enable  him  to  commit,  after  judicial  in- 
quiry, in  cases  where  such  procedure  seems 
necessary.  In  the  first  place,  every  Stipen- 
diary Magistrate  is  to  be  a  Coroner  under  the 
Bill,  except  in  certain  cases  where  a  Justice 
may  act ;  but  I  would  ask  the  Council  to  re- 
member that  where  a  Justice  acts  for  a  Coroner 
his  powers  are  strictly  limited  under  this  Act. 
Cases  of  fire  or  death  have  to  be  reported  to  the 
Coroner  wherever  they  occur.  He  is  to  make 
a  preliminary  investigation  and  satisfy  himself 
as  to  the  circumstances  attending  such  cases 
of  death  or  fire.  If  he  thinks  that  a  formal 
inquiry  is  unnecessary  he  can  record  his 
opinion ;  while  a  Justice  officiating  for  a 
Coroner  has  got  to  forward  his  opinion  to  the 
Magistrate,  and  the  Magistrate  has  to  indorse 
his  opinion  or  not  as  to  whether  inquiry  is  ne- 
cessary. If  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  believes 
an  inquiry  should  be  held  he  has  power  to 
hold  it,  and  the  machinery  is  provided  for  the 
procedure  in  that  case.  It  will  do  away  not 
only  with  the  very  often  unnecessary  snmmon- 
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ing  of  a  jury,  which  is  felt  to  be  a  great  hard- ' 
flhip  and  unneoeBsary  in  many  cases,  but  it 
will  also  prevent  what  is  often  a  doable  inquiry 
in  cases  of  suspected  death,  because  after  the 
Coroner's  jury  has  sat  the  whole  procedure 
has  to  be  again  repeated  in  the  Magistrate's 
Oourt.  I  trust,  as  this  Bill  passed  the  Council 
last  year,  members  will  again  approve  of  it,  and 
pass  it,  with  the  hope  of  getting  it  considered 
this  year  in  another  place.  I  beg  to  move  the 
eecond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.—I  see  no  reason 
to  object  to  this  Bill,  but  I  will  hold  myself  in 
readiness  in  Committee  to  move  that  all 
Coroners'  inquiries  shall  be  open  to  the  public 
Press.  I  find  that  the  public,  particularly  in 
Wellington,  are  refused  admission,  which  I 
consider  to  be  wrong. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  think  my  honour- 
able friend  is  making  a  slight  mistake  in  this 
•case.  Hitherto  the  Coroner  has  refused  to 
allow  the  representatives  of  the  Press  to  in- 
spect the  body.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  jury  to 
inspect  the  body,  and  that  duty  is  confined  to 
the  jury  and  those  persons  making  the  in- 
quiry. All  that  I  understand  the  Coroner  has 
done  has  simply  been  to  say  that  it  shall  not  be 
the  privilege  of  Press  correspondents  to  inspect 
the  bodv.    That  is  all. 

The  &on.  Mr.  OLIVER.— This  Bill  may  be 
a  perfectly  good  one.  We  are  assured  that  it 
was  considered  by  the  Council  last  year  and 
passed  its  second  reading,  but  I  would  call  my 
honourable  friend's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Bill  was  not  distributed  this  morning— it 
was  only  distributed  at  midday.  I  examined 
my  pigeonhole  this  morning  and  the  Bill 
was  not  there.  I  examined  it  just  before  the 
Council  met  and  I  found  it  there.  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  reading  it,  but,  pre- 
sumably, as  it  is  a  fit  Bill  to  have  passed  its 
fieoond  reading  last  year,  it  will  probably  be 
passed  this  year.  Considering  we  are  not  over- 
burdened with  business,  I  think  it  is  a  great 
pity  that  members  of  this  Council  should  be 
called  upon  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
a  Bill  which  they  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  reading  and  considering. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— 1  feel  very  much  the 
eame  as  the  honourable  member  who  has  last 
upoken.  I  have  only  had  an  opportunity  of 
looking  into  this  Bill  since  I  entered  the 
Chamber,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  know,  at  all 
events,  whether  this  Bill  will  be  again  remitted 
to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee.  We  were 
told  that  it  was  gone  through  by  them  last 
year,  and  I  think,  under  the  circumstances, 
we  ought  to  be  assured  that  it  will  be  referred 
to  that  Committee  to  be  gone  through  again 
carefully.  It  is  making  a  considerable  change 
in  the  law,  and  I  think,  probably,  a  change  in 
the  right  direction.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
18.  At  the  same  time  I  think  it  is  a  measure 
that  requires  a  very  great  deal  of  considera- 
tion. I  may  also  say  that  I  feel  very  much 
in  sympathy  with  what  fell  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski.  I  was  very  much  astonished 
to  see  in  the  public  Press  that  the  Coroner 
absolutely  refused  to  allow  the  representatives 
Hon.  Mr.  W.  O.  WeOker 


of  one  of  the  Wellington  papers  to  view  the  body 
at  a  recent  inquest.  I  think  we  cannot  give  too 
much  publicity  in  such  cases.  I  think  that 
the  inquiries  into  all  cases  of  sudden  death 
ought  to  be  perfectly  open,  and,  from  whatever 
reason  they  think  proper — I  do  not  think  it  is 
owing  to  a  morbid  curiosity  to  view  the  body — 
I  think  the  public  should  bo  allowed  to  inspect 
the  body,  and  that  these  matters  should  not  be 
covered  up  in  any  shape  or  form. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— As  thie  Bill  wai 
fully  discussed  last  session  by  the  Council,  and 
was  carefully  revised  by  the  Statutes  Revision 
Committee,  I  think  the  Council  should  pass 
the  second  reading  and  refer  it  again  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  in  case  any  fur- 
ther amendments  are  required.  If  this  is  done, 
and  the  Bill  sent  down  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  it  will  have  a  chance  of  pass- 
ing this  session ;  otherwise  it  will  be  liable  to 
be  again  abandoned,  as  it  was  last  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.-- 1  am 
very  sorry  indeed  that  any  member  of  the 
Council  should  think  that  he  had  been  unduly 
asked  to  pass  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
It  is  not  my  fault  that  the  Bill  was  not  dis- 
tributed before,  and,  of  course,  if  there  is  any 
strong  feeling  in  the  matter  that  it  is  advisable 
it  should  not  pass  the  second  reading  now,  I  do 
not  wish  to  press  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  reason  for  the  Bill 
going  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  again. 
That,  of  course,  is  entirely  a  matter  for  the 
Council  to  decide.  If  the  Council  wishes  the 
Bill  to  go  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Oommittee 
again,  of  course  I  shall  be  perfectly  prepared 
to  see  it  go  there.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  is  making  a  mistsJEe  in  re- 
gskrd  to  his  complaint  as  to  what  has  taken  place 
in  Wellington.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  has  put 
him  right,  so  that  further  words  are  hardly 
necessary ;  and,  although  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 
seems  to  think  there  is  something  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  contention,  that  other  than 
the  officials  should  be  required  to  view  the  dead 
body,  I  myself  am  not  aware  of  such  an  oppor- 
tunity being  granted  in  other  places. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Oh,  yes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W,  C.  W.\LKER,— Well,  I 
never  heard  of  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
must,  I  think,  admit  that  what  is  claimed 
might  lead  to  serious  abuses,  and  can  hardly 
be  thought  necessary  if  all  concerned  in  the 
administration  of  justice  have  the  opportunity. 
However,  this  is  a  question  which  the  honoor- 
able  gentleman  may  bring  up  if  he  thinks  fit 
on  another  occasion,  and  perhaps  he  may  be  aUe 
to  give  reasons  why  we  should  a^e  with  him. 
At  the  present  time  I  am  not  inclined  to  go 
beyond  what  is  absolutely  necessary  in  these 
proceedings.  Nobody  would  wish,  of  coarse,  to 
see  the  doors  closed  at  Coroners*  inquests,  so 
that  no  opportunity  may  be  afforded  for  the 
detection  of  any  possible  crime.  But  any  one 
connected  with  mquests,  as  many  have  been 
who  have  lived  in  remote  parts  of  the  oonntty, 
must  know  that  in  nine  oases  out  of  ten  the 
present  machinery  is  excessive,  in  the  amoont 
of  care  exercised,  rather  than  in   the  other 
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direeiion.  If  the  honoaxable  gentleman  oan 
■how  any  neoessity  for  what  he  is  preming,  of 
ooone  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  consider  it, 
but  I  think  he  is  mistaken  in  the  view  he  has 
taken. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.—I  wish  to  explain 
why  I  think  this  Bill  shoold  be  sent  to  the 
Statates  Revision  Committee.  It  is  this :  If 
the  Conncil  does  not  send  it  there  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  sent  np  by  the  other  Chamber. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

DEFAMATION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  begged  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  he  pro- 
posed now  to  do  80  pro  forma,  with  a  view  to 
its  reference  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Commit- 
tee. The  Bill,  as  now  iDtroduced,  was  exactly 
in  the  form  that  it  passed  through  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee  last  year.  It  was  very 
much  improved  as  compared  with  its  original 
form  by  the  incorporation  of  a  portion  of 
the  Imperial  statute  law.  His  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  defect  in 
one  respect,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  protec- 
tion for  the  publication  of  reports  of  proceed- 
ings in  bankruptcy  held  before  the  Official 
Assignees  or  Deputy  OfScial  Assignees.  He 
rather  doubted  the  correctness  of  that  state- 
ment himself.  He  believed  that  subsection 
(4)  of  section  18  really  covered  that  point.  He 
thought  it  did  protect  the  publication  of  reports 
of  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  before  the  Official 
Assignees  or  Deputy  Official  Assignees.  How- 
ever, he  would  prefer  that  the  Council  should 
be  good  enough  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  back  to 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  and,  of  course, 
he  would  pledge  himself  to  so  introduce  the 
BiU  when  it  was  necessary  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  upon  it  as  to  allow  ample 
discussion  then  to  be  taken  upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON  had  an  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill,  but,  as  it  was  proposed  to  send 
it  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  he 
woold  not  discuss  it  at  present,  but  merely 
intimate  that  when  the  Bill  came  back  from 
that  Committee  he  would  state  his  objection, 
which  was  purely  a  Committee  objection.  He 
mentioned  it  now,  so  as  to  put  himself  right 
when  the  Bill  came  back  from  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 
This  Bill  was  read  the  first,  the  second,  and 
the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  thirty-five  minutes 
past  seven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSB    OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday^  4ih  November,  1897. 

Firsft  Beadinff— Government  AdvertiaiDg— Perma- 
oent  Artulery—llr.  ReveU'B  Retirement— Con- 
ference of  Premiers— Imprest  Sapply  Bill  (No.  S) 
—Colonel  Fox— Invercazitill  Pablic  OflEloes  Site 
Act  1875  Amendment  Bill— Otago  Harbomr  Board 
Loans  Oonsolidation  Act  1884  Amendment  Bill— 


Weetport  Harbomr  Board  Iioan  Bill— Lyttelton 
Harbomr  Board  Loan  Bill— Wellington  Oitj  Em- 
powering Bill. 

Mr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'olook, 

Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Alien  Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  British 
Reciprocity  Bill,  Old-age  Pensions  Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  ADVERTISING. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  a  return 
was  ordered  showing— (1)  The  amount  paid  to 
each  newspaper  in  the  colony  for  Government 
advertisements  during  the  year  ended  the  81st 
March,  1897;  (2)  the  amount  similarly  paid 
for  Government  printing;  and  (8)  the  amount 
expended  (a)  in  the  colony,  and  (o)  outside  the 
colony,  in  advertising  New  Zealand  scenery. 

PERMANENT  ARTILLERY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  a  return 
was  ordered  showing — (1)  The  number  of  men 
appointed  to  the  Permanent  Artillery  from  the 
iBt  January,  1880,  to  the  1st  January,  1897, 
bobh  dates  inclusive ;  (2)  the  districts  in  which 
such  persons  were  residing  at  the  date  of  their 
appointment;  and  (8)  the  names  of  persons 
transferred  from  the  Permeuient  Artillery  to 
the  Police  Force  during  the^above-mentioned 
period,  also  the  length  of  service  previous  to 
their  transfer  to  the  Police  Force. 

Also, — 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MILLS,  a  return  was 
ordered  showing — (1)  The  number  of  men  ap- 
pointed to  the  Permanent  Artillery  from  the  1st 
January,  1883,  to  the  1st  January,  1890,  both 
days  inclusive;  (2)  the  districts  |in  which 
such  persons  were  residing  at  the  date  of  their 
appointment ;  (8)  the  names  of  persons  trans- 
ferred from  the  Permanent  Artillery  to  the 
Police  Force  during  the  above-mentioned  pe- 
riod, also  the  length  of  service  previous  to  their 
transfer  to  the  Police  Force. 

MR.  REVELL'S  RETIREMENT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  laid  on  the  table  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Revell,  ez-Chief 
Messenger  at  the  Government  Buildings,  and 
moved  that  they  be  read. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Glehk  read  the  papers  as  follows : — 
*•  12th  September,  1893. 

**  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  request  your 
permission  to  retire  on  pension  from  the  Go- 
vernment service  with  three  months'  leave  of 
absence  on  full  pay. 

"  My  reason  for  taking  this  step  is  that  I  am 
now  sixty-three  years  old,  and  am  not  as  active 
as  I  used  to  be,  and  my  few  remaining  years 
should  be  devoted  to  getting  my  family  settled 
on  the  land  before  I  go  under. 

<*  There  is  a  nlace  now  offered  to  me  which 
will  not  be  held  open  for  many  days,  but  the 
owner  has  given  me  a  short  time  to  make 
arrangementB. 

••  My  pension  will  amount  to  about  £87  per 
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annum,  and  in  the  event  of  my  requee  being 
acoeded  I  would  further  request  a  few  days' 
leave  to  settle  the  transaction,  and  then  resume 
my  duty  till  the  80th  September,  during  which 
time  I  could  initiate  my  successor  into  the 
minutiae  of  his  work. — I  have,  &c., 

•'  F.  H.  Revkll. 

"  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary." 
Government  Buildings, 
"  20th  September,  1898. 

"  SiB,~I  regret  having  to  trouble  you  again 
about  personal  matters,  but  I  have  been  mis- 
led by  the  National  Mutual  Association,  and 
the  only  course  open  to  me  is  an  appeal  to  the 
Cabinet  for  permission  to  withdraw  my  appli- 
cation for  leave  to  retire  on  pension,  and  a 
further  request  tbat  the  Cabinet  will  extend 
tbeir  favour  and  now  retire  me  on  compensa- 
tion. 

''The  circumstances  which  compel  me  to 
make  this  appeal  have  arisen  tbis  way  : 

'*  Some  time  ago  Mr.  Bate,  late  Secretary  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Cadman,  approached  the  Na- 
tional Mutual  Association  on  my  behalf,  and 
ascertained  from  them  that  they  would  lend 
me  £500  on  condition  that  I  would  insure  my 
life  with  them  for  that  amount,  and  would  give 
them  my  pension  to  pay  the  premiums  and 
interest  on  the  above  sum — the  unexpended 
balance  of  pension  to  be  returned  to  me. 

"  This  I  considered  satisfactory,  and  ac- 
cordingly entered  into  negotiations  to  rent  a 
farm,  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  place  ready 
to  go  to.  I  paid  £25  deposit  to  the  owner  to 
secure  the  place,  as  leasehold  farms  are  very 
scarce  just  now. 

"  When  the  Grovernment  greinted  me  leave 
.to  retire  on  pension,  Mr.  Bate  and  I  waited  on 
the  manager  of  the  National  Mutual  to  get  the 
bond  and  power  of  attorney  prepared " 

Captain  BUSSELL  did  not  know  to  what 
extent  Mr.  Bevell  would  approve  of  having 
his  financial  position  diecloBed  to  Parliament. 
Unless  Mr.  Bevell  had  consented  to  it,  he 
could  not  conceive  when  he  wrote  the  memo- 
randa that  Mr.  Bevell  dreamed  it  would  be 
made  the  public  property  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  public  docu- 
ment, and  it  was  addressed  publicly  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  and  it  showed  the  reason 
for  the  change  from  pension  to  compensation. 
After  the  statement  that  the  Government  bad 
driven  Mr.  Bevell  out  of  the  Service,  much  as  he 
personally  disliked  it,  the  only  course  open  to 
him  was  to  lay  the  documents  on  the  taole. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  House  had  ordered 
the  reading  of  the  document  on  the  representa- 
tion of  the  Premier. 

The  Clebk  resumed  reading  as  follows  : — 

**  He  then  raised  difficulties,  such  as  giving 
less  than  the  amount  insured  for  ;  and  finally, 
after  consulting  his  legal  adviser,  he  declined 
to  enter  upon  the  arrangement  at  all  unless  I 
oould  give  a  written  assurance  from  the  Go- 
vernment that  my  power  of  attorney  would  be 
recognised  by  the  Government,  and  that  my 
pension  would  continue  to  be  paid  to  the 
National  Mutual  until  they  gave  a  release 
in  writing. 


"  This  announcement  has  upset  everything, 
as  obtaining  a  bulk  sum  was  the  foundation  I 
started  on,  and  I  understand  that  other  legal 
men  will  raise  the  same  objection.  The  only 
way  in  which  I  can  get  it  now  is  by  the  Go- 
vernment allowing  me  to  withdraw  my  previoos 
request,  and  then  retiring  me  on  oompenBation. 
If  this  can  be  done,  I  shall  be  most  grateful  for 
the  consideration  shown  me. — I  have,  fto., 

*'F.    H.   RSVBLL. 

*<  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary." 

"  Government  Buildings, 

28th  September,  1893. 

*'  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  to-day,  informing  me 
that  I  will  be  allowed  to  retire  on  compensa- 
tion from  the  2nd  October. 

"  As  it  is  usual  to  give  officers  of  long  stand- 
ing leave  for   the  restricted  period   of    three 
months  on  full  pay,  may  I  conclude  that  this 
provision  will  apply  in  my  case  ? — I  have,  &c., 
«*F.  H.  Revrll. 

••  To  the  Under-Secretary." 

"  Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 
Wellington,  28th  September,  1893. 

"Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  Sep- 
tember, asking  for  permission  to  withdraw 
your  application  to  retire  on  pension,  and  to 
be  allowed  to  retire  on  compensation  for  loet 
of  office  instead. 

**In  reply,  I  am  directed  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  inform  you  that  you  will  be  al- 
lowed to  retire  on  compensation,  instead  of 
pension,  as  from  the  2nd  October  next.  —  I 
have,  &c., 

*'  Hugh  Poi«len. 
"F.  H.  Bevell,  Esq., 

Chief  Messenger  and  Housekeeper, 
Government  Buildings,  Wellington." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  deemed  it  neoesaary 
to  take  this  course.  He  did  not  wish  to  bring 
up  Mr.  Be  veil's  business  before  the  House, 
but  Mr.  Bevell  himself  had  placed  i6  there  in 
a  public  document  in  reference  to  his  retire- 
ment, and  giving  his  reasons  for  wishing  to 
change  from  pension  to  compensation.  The 
Government  had  agreed  to  that  change ;  and 
when  Mr.  Revell  asked  for  three  months'  leave 
the  Government  gave  him  that  leave.  Time 
after  time  the  Government  had  been  ofaaiged 
with  hounding  him  out  of  the  Service  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  a  relative  of  his  (Mr. 
Seddon's),  and  in  justice  to  himself  the  only 
course  left  open  to  him  was  to  meet  this  charge 
of  corruption  by  laying  the  documents  oo  the 
table. 

Captain  RUSSELL  had  no  doubt  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  was  quite  right  in  bringing 
up  the  subject  for  discussion  by  the  House  if 
he  thought  that  unjust  accusations  had  been 
made  against  himself  in  any  course  he  hsd 
pursued  with  regard  to  Mr.  Revell,  and  he  would 
not  for  one  moment  wish  to  interfere  with  any- 
thing of  that  nature ;  but  he  considered  that, 
though  those  documents  might  be  official,  it 
certainly  could  not  have  been  supposed  that 
they  would  have  been  published  for  the  in- 
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rtmction,  not  to  say  amaBemenfe,  of  the 
country  ^[enerally.  The  Premier  would  have 
been  justified,  no  doubt»  in  making  a  statement 
and  endeavouring  in  some  way  to  oonvinoe 
members  that  no  pressure  had  been  brought 
to  bear  on  Mr.  Bevell.  He  did  not  profess 
to  know  anythiog  whatever  of  the  facts ;  but 
it  was  true  that  he  had  heard  continually 
throughout  the  country  that  Mr.  Bevell  had 
been  compelled  to  resign  his  position;  and, 
though  these  documents  showed  that,  under 
certain  circumstances,  every  consideration  bad 
be^n  shown  by  the  Government  after  the 
resignation  was  sent  in,  still,  the  main  point 
had  not  been  touched,  namely,  as  to  whether 
Mr.  Bevell  got  a  broad  hint  to  resign,  and  that 
he  sent  in  his  resignation  accordingly.  There 
was  no  doubt  a  very  widespread  feeling  through- 
out the  country  that  he  was  compelled  to 
resign.  He  had  heard  it  in  the  railway- car- 
riages when  travelling  through  Paimerston  and 
elsewhere,  that  Mr.  Bevell  himself  had  stated 
that  he  was  practically  compelled  to  retire. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  a  great  pity 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  listened  to  all  the 
stories  he  heard  in  the  train.  Now,  he  was  in 
a  position  to  know  there  was  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  the  statements  made  outside  or  inside 
the  House  that  Mr.  Bevell  was  forced  to  retire. 
He  (Mr.  McRenzie)  was  in  Wellington  at  the 
time,  and  he  was  aware  of  all  the  circumstances, 
and  he  knew  that  this  officer  himself  was  de- 
sirous of  retiring,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
arrived  at  a  certain  age  and  thought  it  was  time 
he  went  with  his  family  on  to  a  piece  of  land. 
No  pressure  in  any  way  was  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  by  any  member  of  the  Government 
— that  he  (Mr.  McKenzie)  was  certain  of ;  and 
these  statements  of  honourable  gentlemen  op- 
posite were  made  for  one  purpose,  and  they 
were  nursed  for  this  purpose  by  the  Conserva- 
tives and  the  Conservative  newspapers.  They 
were  made  the  most  of  and  spread  all  over  the 
country,  and  now,  of  course,  they  must  be 
cefuted.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  he 
had  heard  talk  about  this  matter  in  the  train. 
Well,  they  knew  it  was  easy  to  spread  anything 
in  Che  shape  of  censure  on  the  Government  by 
means  of  a  process  well  known  in  this  country. 
Members  ought  to  be  more  careful  before 
making  such  statements  as  had  been  made  in 
connection  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  believed  these  documents 
had  been  produced  largely,  if  not  wholly,  be- 
cause of  the  statements  he  had  felt  bound  to 
make  on  this  subject  in  the  House  two  or  three 
evenings  ago.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  censured  that  side  of  the 
House  for  accepting  statements  made  by  people 
in  the  street.  Well,  he  would  admit  that  if  he 
had  made  the  statements  on  such  a  basis  he 
should  be  doing  what  he  ought  not  to  do.  But 
in  this  case  his  statements  were  made  on  the 
very  best  authority — namely,  on  the  authority 
of  the  retired  Chief  Messenger  (Mr.  Bevell) 
himself.  He  had  known  Mr.  Bevell  and  other 
members  of  his  family  in  Canterbury  over 
thirty  years  ago,  and  he  supposed  that  was 
4he   reason   why   Mr.    Bevell,   in  speaking  to 


him  of  the  Jackson  •  Palmer  incident,  made 
no  reservation  in  explaining  what  he  felt  to 
be  his  unfortunate  position.  He  would  now 
without  hesitation  repeat  that  Mr.  Bevell 
told  him  in  effect  that  he  felt  himself  to  be 
a  marked  man,  and  that  the  sooner  he  was 
out  of  the  Service  the  better,  because  he  was 
satisfied  that  his  position  would  be  made 
intolerable  after  what  had  happened.  Honour- 
able members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  must 
know  that  when  the  Premier  took  up  a  hostile 
attitude  against  any  member  of  the  public 
service  his  position  became  a  very  unhappy  one 
indeed.  Let  them,  however,  suppose  that  the 
Premier  in  this  particular  case  had  no  hostile 
feeling  towards  Mr.  Bevell ;  still,  that  gentle- 
man could  not  have  been  blind  to  the  fate 
which  had  so  invariably  awaited  public  officers 
who  had  fallen  under  the  Premier's  displeasure. 
He  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  then,  nor  had 
he  now,  that  Mr  Bevell  would  not  have  left 
the  public  service  at  the  time  he  did  had  it  not 
been  for  this  feeling.  He  would  ask  the  Pre- 
mier whether  it  was  not  rather  an  extraordinary 
coincidence  that  at  this  particular  time  Mr. 
Bevell  should  have  found  himself  getting  so 
superannuated  as  to  suddenly  find  it  advisable 
to  retire  from  the  Service  on  compensation.  It 
was  more  than  a  coincidence ;  and  with  that 
explanation,  the  matter,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, might  be  dropped.  He  should  not  have 
made  any  statement  at  all  on  the  matter  had 
he  not  been  amply  justified  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB  asked  if  Mr.  Bevell  told 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  had  got  a 
broad  hint  to  resign. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not  use  words 
to  that  effect ;  but  Mr.  Bevell  went  into  the 
whole  position,  and,  as  he  had  stated,  left  no 
doubt  at  all  in  his  mind  as  to  what  he  felt  his 
position  to  be. 

Mr.  HOGG  was  somewhat  astonished  at 
the  remarks  which  had  been  made  by  the 
last  speaker.  There  was  no  member  in  that 
House  who  was  more  addicted  to  picking  up, 
not  so  much  the  statements  of  the  **  man 
in  the  street*'  as  the  productions  of  his  own 
evil  imagination,  and  giving  vent  to  them  in 
that  House,  than  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  had  mentioned  that  the  statement  he  had 
made  respecting  Mr.  Bevell's  treatment  was  not 
made  on  the  basis  of  the  "  man  in  the  street,'* 
but  was  the  result  of  a  conversation  he  had 
with  that  gentleman,  who  said  he  resigned  be- 
cause he  felt  uncomfortable.  That  was  a  very 
different  thing  to  being  driven  from  his  employ- 
ment by  the  Premier,  or  by  Ministers,  as  the- 
honourable  member  had  alleged.  The  fact  was 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  got  such  an 
element  of  exaggeration  in  his  nature—some- 
thing inherent — that  there  was  scarcely  a 
member  of  that  House  to  whom  he  ventured  to 
reply  whose  views  were  not  grossly  distorted. 
In  illustration  of  this  unfortunate  peculiari  ty 
he  need  only  refer  to  the  misrepresentations  in 
which  he  had  indulged  during  the  financial  de- 
bate. The  reply  he  made  to  his  (Mr.  Hogg's) 
statements — and  he  had  not  altered  his  proof 
but  in  the  very  slightest  degree — would  show  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


478 


3fr.  Bevell'a 


[HOOflB.] 


Retirement. 


[Nov.  4 


the  honourable  gentleman's  imagination  was 
one  of  a  most  dangerous  oharaoter.  He  endea- 
Toured,  consistently  and  sucoesefuUy,  to  per- 
vert the  truth,  and  be  absolutely  put  a  false 
colouring  upon  everything  he  attacked.  With 
regard  to  what  he  stated  against  the  Premier — 
that  he  made  things  very  uncomfortable  for 
servants  in  the  Government  employ — he  would 
call  the  attention  of  honourable  members  to 
this  fact:  that  it  was  notorious  that  in  the 
district  he  (Mr.  Hogg)  represented  there  was 
not  a  public  ofScer  who  had  not  been  for  years 
in  danger  of  having  serious  complaints  preferred 
against  him  by  the  honourable  member.  Neither 
in  Masterton  nor  in  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's owu  district  was  there  a  solitary  public 
officer,  either  a  Stationmaster,  a  police  officer, 
a  Postmaster,  or  a  Sheep  Inspector,  who  was 
able  to  feel  comfortable  in  his  office  since  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  a  representa- 
tive in  that  House.  He  had  made  complaints 
again  and  again,  as  the  records  of  the  depart- 
ments would  show.  But  he  was  never  the  man 
to  come  forward  and  substantiate  those  com- 

Elaints  against  the  officers  he  was  in  the 
abit  of  attacking.  He  hoped  this  woald  be 
a  lesson  to  him  in  the  future.  There  was  not 
the  slightest  doubt  he  had  made  a  very  serious 
allegation  against  the  Premier  and  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  mode  of  this  man's 
dismissal;  and  what  was  his  explanation?^ 
That  the  gentleman  referred  to  had  begun  to 
feel  uncomfortable.  If  so,  he  was  the  victim 
of  his  own  imagination,  because,  so  far  from 
receiving  any  hint  from  the  Government  that 
his  retirement  was  necessary,  he  had  been 
treated  with  every  consideration.  He  con- 
sidered the  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  re- 
marks on  this  particular  case,  had  proved  him- 
self to  be  utterly  unreliable,  and  he  would 
recommend  him  to  place  some  restriction  on 
an  imagination  which  was  evidently  very  fertile 
and  exuberant. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  as  a  personal  explana- 
tion, he  had  simply  to  say  that  the  honourable 
gendeman's  statement  regarding  officers  in  the 
Wairarapa  and  himself  were  absolutely  in- 
correct and  unwarranted. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  he  was  prepared  to  give  the 
names  of  the  officers  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man challenged  his  word. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  thought  it  was  a  great 
pity  that  this  course  had  been  taken,  of  bring- 
ing this  officer's  case  under  review  by  laying 
papers  on  the  table,  which  would  reopen  a 
question  which  had  been  dealt  with  in  a  pre- 
vious debate,  and  which  would  take  a  long  time 
to  go  into. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  promised  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  he  would 
lay  the  papers  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  did  not  wish  to  go  into 
that  point.  He  was  very  sorry  the  honour- 
able member  for  Masterton  had  spoken  in  the 
way  he  had  done  regarding  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa,  as  there  was  no 
gentleman  who  was  held  in  higher  respect 
in  his  own  district,  and  there  was  no  man 
with  less  of  what  had  been  imputed  to 
Mr.  Hogg 


him  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  was 
a  man  who  never  gave  way  to  personal  feel- 
ing or  the  detraction  of  his  fellow-men,  and 
there  was  no  man,  or  very  few,  at  the  late  elec- 
tion and  previous  elections  who  were  retained 
with  80  large  a  majority.  He  had  been  returned 
again  and  again,  and  that  was  a  good  ieet  of 
a  man's  personal  qualities.  The  attack  made 
was  not  justified.  With  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular question,  he  was  not  sure  he  was  not 
the  most  to  blame,  as  he  made  some  allasion, 
in  dealing  with  the  question  of  messengers  the 
other  night,  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Revelfs 
leaving  the  Service.  It  was  in  oonneotion  with 
his  remarks  as  to  the  importance  of  messengers 
being  kept  above  any  fear  of  action  that  might 
be  taken  by  members  of  the  House  as  against 
them.  It  was  illustrative  of  the  neoeesity  of 
maintaining  the  independence  of  messengers 
from  political  influence  and  the  Ministry  of  tiie 
day,  under  pressure  from  members  of  Pariia- 
ment,  and  what  he  alluded  to  in  this  matter 
was  a  fact  pretty  well  known  at  the  time.  He 
did  not  think  his  memory  was  wrong  when  he 
said  that  Mr.  Bevell  left  tiie  Service  oonseqoent 
upon  having  taken  a  certain  course  deemed  to 
be  offensive  by  a  member  of  the  House  who  was 
turned  out  of  the  Buildings  in  accordance  with 
a  Ministerial  order.  That  order  Mr.  Revell  had 
faithfully  complied  with,  and  there  was  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct  on  that  oooasion ;  and 
certainly  the  result  of  the  inquiry  was  against 
him.  At  any  rate,  he  showed  a  feeling  regard- 
ing his  office  which  might  be  taken  note  of  by 
people  who  held  higher  offices.  Though  he 
was  not  absolutely  dismissed,  he  thought,  as 
the  Government  had  lost  confidence  in  him,  it 
was  time  to  be  off,  as  his  conduct  in  oanying 
out  the  Minister's  order  had  been  condemned. 
For  doing  what  he  did  to  a  member  of  the 
House  he  was  condemned.  He  always  felt 
sorry  for  the  member  who  was  the  cause 
of  this,  as  he  left  a  record  of  a  very  enviable 
character  in  obtaining  the  censure  of  one  of  the 
most  faithful  public  servants  in  the  Service. 
Mr.  Bevell,  he  believed,  left  consequent  on  the 
decision  that  was  come  to  as  to  his  conduct. 
He  did  not  go  any  further  in  this  matter, 
or  take  it  into  the  large  region  the  Premier 
wanted  to  carry  it— that  it  was  done  in  order  to 
put  some  relative  of  his  own  into  the  po8iti<»i. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  what  I  was  charged 
with. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  had  certainly  said  nothing 
of  the  kind ;  and  he  thought  the  Premier 
would  remember  when  he  (Mr.  BoUeston)  men- 
tioned this  matter  that  it  was  not  in  bis  mind 
at  the  time  he  spoke.  His  argument  was 
beyond  that.  He  thought  the  Premier  now 
admitted  that  Mr.  Bevell  was  censured  for 
doing  what  he  considered  his  duty,  and  re- 
signed accordingly ;  and  the  argument  he  had 
tried  to  enforce  was  that  a  member  of  the 
House  ought  to  have  been  proud  of  any  Tnan 
who  tried  to  carry  out  his  duty  absolutely  and 
fearlessly.  He  himself  had  been  turned  back 
the  other  day  by  a  messenger  obeying  his 
orders,  and  he  felt  proud  the  messenger  did  his 
duty. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  also  had 
no  feeling  or  thought  with  regard  to 
the  saeoeseor  of  Mr.  Bevell. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  that  Mr.  Bevell  and  hie 
family  were  at  present  residents  in  the  Palmer- 
ston  district,  and  he  felt  sore  that  what  the 
Premier  had  stated  about  the  case  was  the 
oorreot  view  of  it.  Mr.  Revell  undoubtedly 
resigned  beoanse  of  what  he  thought  the  Pre- 
mier felt  about  it — not  because  of  what  he 
knew.  He  (Mr.  Pirani)  and  a  good  many  of 
Mr.  Beveirs  friends  thought  that  he  had  an 
exaggerated  idea  of  the  effect  of  the  inquiry 
on  his  status.  As  to  the  appointment  of  his 
BttooesBor,  it  was  only  fair  to  point  out  that 
he  was  not  in  the  colony  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
BeTell's  resignation,  and  did  not  come  to  the 
colony  till  some  time  afterwards.  Beyond  that, 
be  thought  everybody  who  knew  him  and  his 
work  would  say  that  no  better  appointment 
had  ever  been  made  than  that  of  Captain 
Hennah. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  should  not  have 
brought  this  matter  up,  even  though  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  was  very 
pointed  about  it,  had  it  not  been  that  when  he 
had  said  aoross  the  table  to  that  honourable 
gentleman,  **  You  are  in  error,"  he  said,  <*  I 
know  better."  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  then  added 
that  he  would  lay  the  papers  on  the  table.  He 
could  not  do  otherwise,  because  some  time  after 
Mr.  Bevel  1  left,  and  after  the  appointment  had 
been  made,  throughout  the  Opposition  Press  all 
over  the  colony  the  same  statements  were  made 
as  were  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa — namely,  that  Mr.  Bevell  was  forced 
ont  of  the  Service  to  make  room  for  a  relative 
of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  not  make  that 
statement. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  No.  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not;  but  the  papers  did,  and 
is  had  been  said  in  the  House  time  after  time, 
and  he  had  laboured  under  the  accusation  for 
three  years.  He  knew  it  was  incorrect;  be 
knew  his  successor  was  out  of  the  country,  and 
had  no  idea  of  coming  to  it ;  but,  when  he 
came,  the  next  officer,  nor  any  in  the  building, 
being  not  capable  of  taking  Mr.  Bevell's  place 
— in  fact,  the  next  officer  to  Mr.  Bevell  had 
intimated  that  he  did  not  wish  to  take  it,  as 
be  felt  he  was  not  able  to  do  the  work— they 
had  to  go  outside,  and,  as  it  happened,  the 
appointment  fell  on  a  man  whom  the  Govern- 
ment knew  from  his  position  elsewhere  was 
competent  to  fill  it.  And  instead  of  being,  as 
had  been  said,  from  Australia,  he  was  a  New- 
ZeaJander,  although  he  had  been  away  from 
the  colony  for  some  little  time.  When  the 
appointment  was  made,  from  one  end  to  the 
other  of  the  colony  charges  had  been  made,  and 
until  that  day  he  had  laboured  under  them, 
and  he  would  have  said  nothing  even  now  had 
it  not  been  that  when  he  personally  made  the 
explanation  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa  he  refused  to  take  it.  Mr.  Bevell 
went  freely  into  his  reasons  for  retirement,  and 
the  Government  were  prepared  to  do  anything 
he  wanted,  and  had  done  it.    He  had  no  wish 


to  expose  Mr.  Bevell's  private  affairs  by  laying 
on  the  table  that  portion  of  his  letter 
referring  to  the  financial  position;  but  if  he 
had  brought  a  mutilated  letter  to  the  House 
he  would  have  left  himself  open  to  have 
it  said,  **  Where  is  the  other  part  of  the 
letter  ?  "  He  had  proved  his  friendship  for  Mr. 
Bevell,  because  it  was  not  here  in  Wellington — 
he  could  go  back  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
in  dealing  with  him  he  took  into  consideration 
the  great  services  he  rendered  to  the  colony 
outside  his  position  in  the  Buildings.  He  was 
entitled  to  consideration  for  deeds  of  valour 
and  for  services  rendered  in  a  trying  time  to 
this  country.  And  was  it  because  there  was 
some  little  difficulty  about  a  member  of  the 
House  who  was  forcibly  ejected,  because  that 
was  the  trouble 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Unfairly. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  messenger  was  right 
in  refusing  the  admission  of  any  nerson  into 
the  building,  but  was  wrong  in  forcibly  ejecting 
any  person.  As  regards  the  inquiry,  if  honour- 
able gentlemen  look  at  the  date  of  the  resigna- 
tion and  the  date  referred  to  in  the  correspond- 
ence, it  would  be  found  that  considerable 
time  elapsed,  and  they  never  had  an  indication 
from  the  Chief  Messenger  that  the  occurrence 
in  respect  to  the  ejectment  of  a  member  of  the 
House  was  in  his  mind  at  all.  What  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  understood  was  that  he  was  getting 
an  old  man,  and  there  was  an  opportunity 
for  him  and  his  family  to  get  on  to  a 
piece  of  land,  and  he  wanted  to  embrace  it ; 
that  he  might  not  live  to  draw  a  pension 
long,  and  would  have  nothing  to  leave  for 
his  family ;  and,  when  he  asked  for  a  lump 
sum,  without  the  slightest  hesitation  it  was 
granted  to  him.  If  he  had  been  his  dearest 
friend  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  could  not  have  done  more 
for  him  than  he  had,  and  it  was  very  hard  to 
labour  under  a  charge  of  corruption  which  was- 
entirely  without  foundation.  He  had  now  re> 
futed  it,  as  he  could  refute  a  good  many  of  these 
charges  which  he  was  at  present  content  to 
labour  under. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CONPEBBNCE  OP  PREMIEBS. 

Mr.  MOOBE  desired  to  ask  the  Premier,  I£ 
he  would  state  what  ground  he  had  for  objeot- 
ing  to  the  motion  '*  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  showing  the  individual  ex- 
penses of  all  persons  who  attended,  on  behalf 
of  New  Zealand,  the  Conference  of  Premiers  at 
Hobart,  the  cost  of  printing  reports  or  papers 
supplied,  and  any  other  expenses  paid  by  the 
Government  of  New  Zealand."  He  would  be 
willing  to  amend  the  motion  to  meet  the  Pre- 
mier, if  that  could  be  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  see  that  he  was  asking  for  a  very 
comprehensive  return.  There  were  six  Pre- 
miers besides  himself  at  the  Conference. 

Mr.  MOOBE  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
quite  misunderstood  his  motion,  for  it  only 
referred  to  the  expenses  of  those  connected 
with  New  Zealand.  It  was  the  usual  return » 
and  like  those  asked  for  on  similar  subjects. 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  only  return  he  had 
was  what  he  had  mentioned,  and  which  was 
on  the  estimates. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  2). 

A  message  was  read  from  His  Exoellenoy  the 
Governor,  on  hehalf  of  Her  Majesty,  recom- 
mending the  House  to  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  salaries,  wages,  and  contingencies 
for  the  year  ending  the  Slst  March,  1898. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Speaker  leave  the 
chair, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  onlv  rose  now 
to  affirm  a  principle  —  namely,  the  right  of 
honourable  members  at  every  stage  of  a  Supply 
Bill  to  ventilate  what  they  might  consider 
grievances.  He  would  not  say  more  at  present, 
but  at  another  stage  he  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ventilating  some,  matters  of  import- 
ance. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  reported  to  the  House, 
and  agreed  to. 

The  Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  2)  was  read  a 
flzst  time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,— I  desire  to  take 
this,  only  one  out  of  a  dozen  opportunities 
which  have  just  been  presented,  of  placing  be- 
fore the  House  and  the  country  several  matters 
which  I  consider  have  not  been  dealt  with  in 
the  way  they  should  have  been.  I  desire  to 
point  out  that  we  are  now  about  half-way 
through  the  session,  and  yet  the  Order  Paper 
is  cumbered  with  great  numbers  of  questions 
«till  unanswered,  and  there  has  not  been  one 
•opportunity  this  session  for  a  private  member 
to  move  a  motion  or  to  get  an  order  for  a 
return  unless  it  were  assented  to  by  the 
Government.  That  is  a  state  of  things  which 
•calls  for  consideration,  and  I  propose,  not  to 
deal  with  any  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  or 
with  questions  unanswered,  but  with  some 
notices  of  motion  which  I  gave  earlier  in  the 
session,  and  which  have  been  habitually  op- 
posed by  the  Government,  and,  consequently, 
have  not  been  dealt  with  in  any  way.  Those 
motions  have  been  systematically  blocked. 
The  first  return  I  asked  for  this  session 
was  as  follows :  "  A  return  setting  forth,  -^ 
{a)  The  names  of  the  persons,  firms,  or 
companies  who  tendered;  (6)  the  prices  of 
«ach  tender;  and  (c)  the  tender  accepted,  in 
respect  of  (1)  the  rolls  prepared  in  1896  for  the 
electoral  districts  which  were  superseded  by 
the  redivision  of  districts  of  the  same  year; 
{2)  the  rolls  afterwards  prepared  in  the  same 
year  for  the  general  election  ;  and  (8)  the  rolls 
prepared  for  the  licensing  election  of  the  pre- 
sent year."  As  indicated  by  the  notice,  there 
have  been  within  some  twelve  months  no  less 
than  three  printings  of  the  electoral  rolls.  The 
first  was  unnecessary  if  the  Premier  had  been 
sincere  in  his  profession  of  anxiety  to  give 
effect  to  the  increased  representation  due  to 
(he  North  Island,  contingent  on  the  result  of 
the  census  of  last  yeu.    The  belief    at  the 


time~-and  that  belief  has  been  strengthened 
rather  than  weakened  by  the  opposition  shown 
to  this  and  similar  returns — ^was  that  the 
printing  of  the  rolls  in  the  earlier  part  ol  last 
year  was  made  the  occasion  for  gross  connip- 
tion and  bribery  on  the  part  of  the  Qovem- 
ment.  Why  should  the  Government  have  gone 
to  the  expense  of  printing  the  rolls  a  few 
months  before  the  redistribution  of  seats,  un- 
less it  were  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  a  dissolu- 
tion before  the  result  of  the  cessus  oonld 
take  effect,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
employment  to  some  of  tneir  friends?  In 
o  QQ  the  session  of  last  year  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Waikato  brought  be- 
fore the  House  a  glaring  case  of  favourisiam  in 
respect  to  the  printing  of  the  second  set  of  rolls 
—those  for  use  at  the  general  election.  That 
charge  was  not  replied  to,  except  by  way  of 
general  denial.  In  other  instances — not  only 
as  to  the  rolls  which  were  uselessly  printed  early 
last  year,  nor  again  as  to  those  for  use  at  the 
general  election,  but  again  as  to  the  rolls  used 
for  the  licensing  election  during  the  present  year 
— favouritism  was  shown  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  prices  were  paid  in  excess  of 
those  that  would  have  been  incurred  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  tendering  for  such  work.  The 
return  I  have  referred  to  was  opposed  last  session, 
and  it  has  been  opposed  throughout  the  present 
session.  Another  return  I  moved  for  had  re- 
ference to  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
travelling-expenses  and  allowances  of  Ministers. 
It  will  probably  be  replied  by  the  Premier, 
that  if  that  return  had  been  asked  for  the 
financial  year,  —  in  the  terms  on  which  re- 
turns have  been  granted  in  previous  sessions, 
— it  would  not  have  been  opposed.  I  admit 
that  the  return  I  moved  for  is  not  on  the 
lines  of  any  precedent ;  bat  there  is  a  reason, 
which  I  hope  to  show,  why  the  expenditure  on 
Ministerial  allowances  and  expenses  for  last 
year  should  be  differently  treated  from  similar 
expenditure  in  previous  years.  The  return  I 
asked  for  was  for  the  last  financial  year, 
divided  into  the  four  quarterly  periods,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  relative  ex|>endituie 
diuring  the  quarter  of  last  year  when  the  general 
election  was  held.  It  is,  I  think,  a  matter  of 
general  belief, — a  matter  within  the  experience 
of  many  honourable  members  in  this  House, 
and  of  many  candidates  who  did  not  succeed 
in  getting  here, — that  Ministers  abused  thmr 
privilege  of  travelling  at  the  public  expense  by 
trains  and  other  conveyances  to  an  extent 
which  amounted  to  gross  corruption.  The 
number  of  special  trains  requisitioned  by 
Ministers,  not  only  for  their  own  use,  but  tat 
the  use  and  convenience  of  their  supporters, 
exceeded  any  precedent  that  could  be  found ; 
while  the  machinery  of  the  Post  Office  and 
Telegraph  Office  was  used  with  the  utmost  pro- 
fusion and  recklessness  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  candidature  of  Government  sup- 
porters. Sir,  if  members  are  found  to  exoeM 
by  even  a  few  shillings  a  certain  amount  in  con- 
nection with  their  candidature,  or  if  within  that 
limit  they  should  transgress,  however  innooentJty, 
the  treacherous  limits  of  an  Act  which  is  full 
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of  pillalU,  ihoy  ve  in  danger  of  being  unseated ; 
bafe  Minisfcen,  apparently,  have  the  right  to 
«|9end  not  their  own  bat  poblic  money  for  no 
higher  or  better  purpose  than  to  keep  them- 
eelves  in  power.  The  return  which  would 
throw  some  light  on  such  praetices  has,  I  need 
«oaroely  say,  been  blocked  by  the  Government. 
It  may  be  that  later  on  I  shall  get  such  a 
leium  as  Ministers  may  approve  of ;  but  I  can 
assure  them  I  shall  try  at  every  turn  to  get 
fuller  information  than  they  are  now  prepared 
to  give,  and  will  only  submit  to  what  they  may 
be  willing  to  grant  after  having  bit  by  bit 
reduced  the  particulars  of  what  I  consider  the 
full  and  just  measure  of  information. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  have  never  objected  to 
give  you  the  yearly  returns. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  already  said 
so ;  but,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  that  amount  of 
information  would  be  inadequate  in  this  case. 
I  wish  to  have  the  return  for  the  last  financial 
year  split  into  four  parts,  corresponding  with 
the  quarters  of  the  year,  so  as  to  show  what 
the  proportion  of  the  money  drawn  by  Ministers 
lor  allowances  and  travelling-expenses  were  in 
the  quarter  when  the  general  election  occurred. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  has  not  been  done  by 
previous  Gk>vernments,  and  why  should  it  be 
done  by  this  Government  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  Because  I  cannot 
believe  that  any  previous  Government  ever 
misused  its  position  to  the  extent  that  this 
Government  did  during  the  last  election.  I  say 
so  deliberately.  I  speak  with  knowledge  of 
what  occurred  in  a  district  which  the  Premier 
made  the  scene  of  a  number  of  visits,  when  he 
made  the  usual  number  of  promises,  and 
exerted  his  influence  in  every  way  he  could 
think  of  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  me  out  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  have  always  said  I  did 
you  good. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No  doubt,  so  far  as 
declamation  on  the  platform  is  concerned,  I 
oould  not  wish  for  a  better  supporter  than  the 
Premier ;  but  he  did  not  confine  himself  to 
speaking  in  public.  He  held  cabals  all  over 
the  district,  and  was  night  and  day  in  con- 
ference with  electors  and  others,  scheming, 
plotting,  and  planning  how  he  could  possibly 
prevent  me  returning  to  Parliament.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  similar  exertions  were  made  in 
other  districts,  and  that  all  over  the  colony 
Minieterial  interference  was  actively  employed. 
Now,  Sir,  I  tell  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
that  I  will  come  down  to  his  own  terms 
eventually  with  reference  to  this  return,  but  it 
will  only  be  when  I  cannot  get  it  in  any  better 
form.  My  objection  to  the  present  atti- 
tude of  the  Government  is  that  no  infor- 
mation on  this  or  any  other  subject  can 
be  obtained  except  in  the  form  it  suits  the 
Ministry  to  give  it,  and  that  is  generally  a 
form  in  which  the  information  sought  for  is 
not  given  to  the  extent  or  in  the  manner  the 
oountry  has  a  right  to  expect.  Another  return 
I  moved  for  was  directed  to  set  at  rest  the 
contest  as  to  the  effect  of  the  revision  of  the 
Customs  tariff  in   the  session  of  1895.    The 


motion  I  made,  and  which  has  been  persist- 
ently opposed  by  the  Gk>vemment,  proposed  to 
S've  the  revenue  on  all  the  more  important 
ems  of  the  tariff  on  a  basis  which  would 
admit  of  a  comparison  being  made  as  to  the 
incidence  of  the  taxation  through  the  Customs 
before  and  after  the  revision  of  the  tariff.  The 
information  on  this  subject  is,  no  doubt, 
readily  accessible — it  must  be,  in  fact,  already 
in  the  Customs  Department^and,  if  placed  in 
some  such  form  as  I  have  suggested,  it  would 
give  an  answer  at  once  to  the  question  as  to 
what  the  effect  of  the  revision  of  the  tariff 
reflJly  was.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
the  result  would  be  found  to  be  very  different 
from  what  the  Premier  took  occasion  during 
the  general  election,  and  has  since  then,  in 
the  Budget  of  this  session,  taken  occasion  to 
assert. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  already  in  the  papers 
on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  not  already  in 
any  of  the  papers  on  the  table  of  the  House 
that  I  am  aware  of.  May  I  ask  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  what  papers  he  refers 
to? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  refer  to  the  gazetted  re- 
turns. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — They  do  not  give 
the  basis  for  comparison,  because  in  one  of 
the  quarters — that  in  which  the  session  oc- 
curred— there  were  changes  which  deprive  the 
figures  as  published  of  the  virtue  they  would 
otherwise  have  bad  in  deciding  the  question. 
If  the  Premier  will  consider  what  alterations 
might  be  made  in  the  motion  I  have  moved 
so  as  to  overcome  his  objection,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  meet  him,  so  long  as  we  can  come  to  an 
understanding  of  the  true  position  with  refer- 
ence to  the  revision  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Why  have  you  not  ap- 
proached me  before  this  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  care  to  ap- 
proach the  Premier  except  in  the  constitutional 
way — across  the  floor  of  the  House.  He  forces 
me  to  say  that  I  could  not  feel  myself  safe  un- 
less any  negotiations  on  such  a  subject  were 
conducted  in  the  most  formal  manner.  A  fourth 
return  asked  for,  but  opposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, was  one  I  would  have  expected  would  have 
been  readily  assented  to.  It  was  a  return  show- 
ing, **  (1)  The  names  of  the  prisoners  released 
from  custody  on  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  Her 
Majesty's  reign  ;  (2)  the  offences  of  which  they 
were  convicted  ;  (3)  the  period  of  sentence  not 
served ;  and  (4)  the  reasons  (if  any)  for  their  re- 
lease.'* The  Premier  can  scarcely  contend  that 
the  exercise  of  the  clemency  of  the  Crown  was, 
on  the  face  of  the  knowledge  we  at  present  have, 
free  from  suspicion  of  favouritism.  One  instflmce 
was  that  of  a  young  man  named  Roderick 
McEenisie.  This  person  has  had  a  most  active 
criminal  career.  When  he  was  ten  years  old  he 
was  arrested  at  Waipawa  on  a  charge  of  attempt- 
ing to  wreck  a  train.  He  was  committed  to 
the  Burnham  Industrial  School,  but,  on  being 
licensed  out,  he  made  his  escape  from  control,  f 
In  1893  he  was  sentenced  to  a  term  for  steal- 
ing from  a  dwelling-house;  in  1894  he  was 
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again  sent  to  prison  for  breaking  and  entering ; 
aod  in  1895  be  bad  a  farther  eentenoe  for 
escaping  from  oustody;  and  this  year,  within 
a  few  weeks  of  his  release  in  exercise  of  the 
Boyal  prerogative  of  mercy,  he  was  again  in 
custody,  and  is  now  nndergoing  a  sentence 
of  three  years  for  stealing  letters  from  the 
Stratford  Post-office.  Now,  here  is  a  person 
released  on  the  occasion  of  the  sixtieth  anni- 
versary of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  with  a  record 
against  him  whioA  appears  to  be  that  of  a 
confirmed  criminal.  What  was  the  reason  of 
his  release  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Because  his  name  was 
Roderick  McKenzie. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  scarcely  can  sup- 
pose the  name  gives  the  explanation.  Some 
other  should  be  forthcoming.  Another  in-  ' 
stance  is  that  of  a  half-caste  named  Rowlands,  ' 
who  was  a  resident  of  the  district  of  Gisbome.  , 
The  facts  of  his  case  appear  to  be  that  he 
induced  a  new-chum  European  named  Neave,  j 
a  "remittance-man,"  to  go  into  a  sort  of 
partnership  with  him  in  a  firewood-cutting 
ieiv»e.  About  four  o'clock  one  morning  Keave 
was  preparing  to  go  into  Gisbome  with  a  load 
of  wood,  and  the  half-caste  came  behind  him 
and  shot  him  in  the  back.  He  was  not  killed, 
although  mortally  wounded,  and  he  bravely 
turned  on  his  murderer;  but  the  latter  then 
btruck  him  down  with  an  axe,  and  rode  off  on 
a  horse  to  Gisbome,  where  he  reported  that 
his  mace  had  shot  himself.  The  police  there 
accepted  this  story,  and  allowed  Rowlands  to 
go  away  without  question.  When  the  police 
reached  the  whare  where  Neave  had  been 
shot,  they  discovered  that  he  had  managed 
to  drag  himself  away  seeking  help,  and 
he  was  found  at  a  publichouse  a  mile 
and  a  half  distant.  He  died  there  the 
same  afternoon,  but  not  until  his  depositions 
had  been  taken,  in  which  he  described  how 
Rowlands  had  attacked  him.  Then  followed 
an  inquest.  The  police,  owing  to  another 
blunder,  did  not  have  the  mui^erer  present 
when  Neave's  depositions  were  read.  Rowlands 
was  tried,  and  convicted.  He  had  behind  him 
the  best  legal  advice  the  district  could  supply, 
and  his  conviction  was  appealed  against  on  the 
ground  of  the  error  of  the  police.  The  upshot 
of  the  whole  business  was  that  the  half-cMte, 
instead  of  being  hanged,  was  sentenced  to  penal 
Hervitude  for  life.  Now,  on  the  occasion  of 
Her  Majesty's  sixtieth  anniversary  he  was  let 
loose  on  society. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— How  many  years  did  he 
serve? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Does  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  suggest  that  a  person 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  life,  and  who 
barely  escaped  hanging,  was  under  any  cir- 
cumstances to  be  preferred  to  scores  and 
hundreds  of  unfortunate  people  known  to  be  in 
^aol  for  comparatively  trifling  offences  ?  That 
is  the  point.  A  selection  of  some  few  prisoners 
was  made,  amongst  them  this  half-caste  under 
Sentence  for  murder,  although  he  escaped  the 
gallows  ;  and  this  young  man  named  Roderick 
McKenzie,  who  has  lived  in  gaol  for  a  great 
Mr,  G.  Hutchison 


part  of  his  life,  since  be  was  some  ten  ye«n 
old. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Please  answer  my  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  G.  HUTOHISON.— Let  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  will  presently  have  the  oppor- 
tonity,  defend  the  action  of  the  Government  if 
he  can.  Reverting  to  the  subject  with  which 
I  started,  and  speaking  generally  as  to  the  stale 
of  public  business,  I  would  point  out  that  no 
motion  for  a  return  has  been  this  session 
allowed  to  pass  unless  by  the  consent  of  the 
GoYemmect.  Some  of  the  few  returns  ordend 
have  been  returns  prompted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Oh,  yes;  and  today  we 
have  seen  the  Premier  moving  a  motion  for  a 
return,  and  blandly  announcing  that  it  was  not 
opposed  by  the  Government.  But  I  have  not 
got  any  return  this  session,  and  will  not  pro- 
bably get  any  until  the  information  will  be 
harmless.  All  information  is  denied  us  except 
in  so  far  as  it  suits  the  Government  to  grant. 
Our  affairs  have  come  to  a  very  serious  pass. 
We  are  now  half-way  through  the  session,  with 
the  Order  Paper  full  of  questions,  and  not  one 
motion  possible  to  be  moved  so  that  it  may  be 
discussed  and  voted  on  by  the  House.  We 
have  seen  our  Standing  Orders  practically  nul- 
lified by  the  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  Hoosa 
This  deplorable  state  of  things  has  appaiently 
arisen  from  lax  interpretation  of  our  StandiBf 
Orders  in  the  past.  But,  however  that  maybe, 
the  House  has  now,  I  think,  realised  that  the 
liberties  of  Parliament  have  been  jeopardised 
and  invaded  by  the  conduct  of  the  Goyem- 
ment.  I  take  it  that  if  the  Premier,  the  leader 
of  this  House,  charged  with  the  oontrol  of  its 
business,  and  witE  still,  at  any  rate,  a  working 
majority  behind  him,  had  sought  to  preserve 
to  members  their  constitutional  privileges,  to 
ask  questions  on  the  afternoon  of  each  siitiiif- 
day  of  the  week  other  than  Thursday,  which  » 
reserved  for  local  Bills,  and  if  he  had  given 
opportunities  after  the  questions  had  been  an- 
swered for  members  to  move  for  returns,  then 
I  believe  we  would  have  had  besides  all  the 
opportunities  necessary  or  desirable  for  de- 
bating both  the  Address  in  Reply  and  the  Finsn- 
cial  Statement,  and  that  the  Order  Paper  would 
now  have  been  in  the  normal  state  in  which  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  it.  But  the  Premier  hss 
failed  in  his  duty,  and  in  his  capacity  as  leader 
of  this  House.  It  is  a  seridUs  thing  when 
any  section  of  thinking  people  feel  their  freedom 
has  been  invaded,  as  has  been  done  through  the 
inability  of  the  leader  of  the  House  to  control 
the  House.  The  Premier  has,  no  doubt,  been 
able  to  impose  his  will,  by  the  force  of  his 
majority,  so  as  to  subvert  the  spirit  if  not 
the  letter  of  our  Standing  Orders,  but  he  hu 
not  by  such  means  advanced  the  real  businesft 
of  the  country.  He  has  brought  things  into  s 
confusion,  in  which  our  constitutional  rights 
have  disappeared,  but  he  has  not  thereby  been 
able  to  suppress  debate — he  has  rather  driven 
us  to  seek  opportunities  for  protest ;  and,  until 
he  adopts   the   closure — as  he  may  do  veiy 
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soon — honourable  memben  on  this  tide  of  the 
House  will  improTe  each  oooaaion,  whioh 
every  new  device  proposed  by  him  inevitably 
gives,  of  ventilating  their  grievances.  What  has 
caused  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Premier  ? 
The  change  has  been  most  noticeable  since 
his  retam  from  the  Jubilee  junketings.  Have 
they  infected  him  with  weakness  and  dulled 
the  acumen  whioh  in  the  past  he  was  so 
aocnstomed  to  succesefuUy  exercise  for  his 
own  advantage?  Have  the  turtle  and  the 
conies,  the  ragouts  and  the  patte,  the  caviare 
and  the  syrups  corrupted  his  system,  which 
was  wont  to  successfully  conduct  the  business 
of  the  country  ?  The  change  is  conspicuous ; 
and,  while  we  cannot  hope  this  seasion,  seeing 
how  far  its  prescribed  time  has  been  wasted, 
to  regain  the  proper  control  of  the  business  of 
the  country,  I  hope  our  experience  will  prove 
such  a  warning  that  next  session  we  shall  fiod 
the  public  business  conducted  in  a  better  and 
more  honourable  way. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— We  have  just  had  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  a  rehash  of 
the  various  charges  which  he  and  others  be- 
longing to  the  same  side  of  the  House  have 
continually  made  in  the  public  Press  of  the 
colony  during  the  recess.  But,  Sir,  these 
charges  of  favoritism  and  corruption,  what  do 
they  amount  to  ?  I  suppose  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  has  brought  before  the 
House  on  the  present  occasion  the  worst 
feature  of  these  charges,  or  he  has  put  the 
worst  possible  construction  upon  them  that  a 
lawyer  could  possibly  do.  Now,  what  do  they 
amount  to  ?  He  has  not  been  able  to  show 
that  one  of  these  charges  is  correct,  or  that  one 
of  them  could  be  proved  if  he  got  all  the  re- 
turns he  wanted.  And  why  are  these  returns 
put  on  the  Order  Paper  ?  They  are  not  put  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  honest  information  from 
the  various  departments  to  which  they  refer,  but 
they  are  put  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  appear 
that  he  was  not  able  to  get  them  from  the  Go- 
vernment, BO  that  the  honourable  member  can 
go  to  the  country  and  say,  "  I  could  not  get  the 
returns  I  wanted."  Members  of  this  House 
know  that  all  these  returns  are  asked  for  in 
such  a  way  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  re- 
plies to  them,  and  they  are  asked  for  the  par- 
poses  of  twisting  and  turning  things,  and  then 
asking  the  people  of  the  colony  to  believe 
that  the  Qovemment  is  corrupt  because  we  are 
not  able  to  give  these  returns.  Now,  let  us 
oome  to  the  electoral  rolls,  the  first  charge  that 
the  honourable  member  has  made  against  the 
Gk>vemment.  What  does  it  amount  to  ?  Why, 
that  if  the  honourable  member  had  his  way, 
acoording  to  what  he  has  said  here,  it  would 
mean  this  :  that  all  the  electors  of  the  colony 
would  not  be  put  on  the  rolls,  and  a  very 
large  number  would  be  disfranchised  during 
the  elections.  That  is  what  it  amounts  to. 
It  was  necessary  to  reprint  these  rolls,  other- 
wise a  large  number  of  the  electors  of  the 
colony  would  be  disfranchised.  The  Govern- 
ment has  done  what  was  right  and  proper  in 
the  matter ;  and,  so  far  as  the  names  of  the 
tenderers  are  concerned,  and   those  who  re- 


oeived  these  contracts,  I  venture  to  say,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  a  proper  look  at 
them  he  wouid  see  that  a  large  number  of  the 
newspapers  and  other  printing  establishments 
opposed  to  the  present  Government  had  been 
given  those  contracts.  I  suppose  there  can  be 
no  other  construction  put  upon  the  honourable 
gentleman's  words  than  that  the  printing  of 
these  rolls  was  used  for  the  purposes  of  bribery. 
That  is  what  he  says. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.— Well,  if  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  thinks  so  he  must  be  a  very 
bad-minded  man,  and  must  be  of  the  opinion 
that  those  people  who  support  him  and  those 
with  him  were  ready  to  be  bribed  by  such  a 
trifling  thing  as  the  Government  contract  for 
printing  these  rolls.  The  Government  do  not 
take  such  a  small,  narrow-minded  view  of 
questions  of  this  sort  in  the  same  way  as  the 
honourable  gentleman.  We  did  not  imagine 
for  one  moment  that  any  one  in  this  colony 
would  be  guilty  of  supporting  the  Government 
simply  because  they  might  be  given  the  con- 
tract for  printing  these  rolls.  That  is  putting 
the  printing  establishments  and  newspaper 
proprietors  of  this  colony  on  a  very  low  level, 
and  it  is  left  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  to  place  them  in  that  position — ^as  if  they 
were  subjects  fit  to  be  bribed  by  the  printing 
of  these  electoral  rolls.  Let  us  come  next 
to  the  question  of  the  travelling -expenses  of 
Ministers.  This  seems  to  be  a  grievance  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  Every  year  since 
the  present  Government  came  into  office  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  grieved  that 
we  should  be  in  a  position  to  have  any  travel- 
ling-expenses. What  would  the  honourable 
gentleman  do  if  he  had  his  way  ?  In  the  first 
place,  he  would  give  us  no  salary,  and,  in  the 
next,  he  would  make  us  pay  our  own  travelling- 
expenses.  That  is  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  like  to  do — kill  the  Government 
in  any  way  possible.  If  you  cannot  kill  them 
in  any  other  way,  let  us  starve  them  off  the 
benches.  That  is  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  like  to  do.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  get  this  expenditure  if  he  asks 
for  it  in  the  proper  way.  The  Premier  has 
told  him  that,  and  he  himself  knows  he  can 
get  it.  But  what  did  he  want  to  do?  He 
wanted  to  divide  it  into  four  parts  so  as 
to  make  certain  comparisons  for  his  own  pur- 
poses, and  with  the  object  of  deceiving  the 
country.  There  are  other  reasons  for  put- 
ting these  quarterly  returns  one  by  the  other 
than  what  the  honourable  gentleman  refers  to. 
For  one  quarter,  while  the  session  is  on,  Minis- 
ters have  to  sit  here  and  cannot  travel ;  in 
another  quarter  the  expennes  are  larger  because 
Ministers  have  to  attend  to  matters  m  different 
parts  of  the  colony.  Then  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  say,  "  Look  at  that  quarter  " 
— when  we  were  not  travelling — '*  and  look  at 
the  next  quarter  " — when  the  elections  were  on 
— '*  and  you  will  see  the  difference."  It  is  quite 
apparent  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  idea 
of  these  things  is  narrowed  down  to  this :  *'  Give 
me  returns  that  I  can,  lawyer-like,  twist  so  as 
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to  make  a  certain  number  of  the  electors  of 
the  colony  belieye  that  the  Government  has 
been  g^Ity  of  acts  of  corruption/'  Why  does 
he  not  state  the  acts  of  corruption  openly? 
Why  not  move  a  motion  of  no-confidence  in 
the  Government,  and  then  bring  forward  these 
charges  and  sheet  them  home  if  he  can, 
instead  of  maklug  these  insinuations  that  the 
Government  has  been  guilty  of  corruption, 
without  endeavouring  to  bring  forward  any 
proof  of  this  alleged  corruption?  Then,  we 
nave  been  accused  of  making  use  of  the  Tele- 
graph and  Post  Office.  Now,  can  the  honour- 
able gentleman  prove  that  that  has  been  the 
ease  ?  It  is  certainly  surmise  on  the  part  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  it  is  one  of 
those  things  that  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  he  would  do  himself  if  he  were  in 
office.  He  just  tries  to  measure  our  corn 
by  his  own  bushel.  That  is  just  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  doing,  and  what 
others  as  well  as  himself  are  also  doing  in 
this  matter.  The  honourable  gentleman  will 
find,  if  he  goes  to  the  Telegraph  Office  and  the 
Post  Office,  that  the  Government  have  done 
nothing  more  than  what  has  been  legitimately 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
conntiy.  I  suppose  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  like  to  see  would  be  this: 
that  Ministers  should  remain  in  Wellington 
during  the  election,  that  tbey  should  not  visit 
even  their  own  constituencies,  and  that  the 
business  of  the  country  should  be  worked 
solely  in  Wellington.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  know  that  when  Ministers  are  away 
they  have  to  keep  in  continual  communication 
with  the  officers  here,  so  as  to  properly  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  not  what  I 
was  referring  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKBNZIE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  got  it  into  his  mind  that  the  Tele- 
graph Office  was  kept  very  busy  at  some  time 
owing  to  Ministers  being  away  and  having  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  country ;  and  the 
result  is  that  he  trumps  up  this  charge  that 
the  Government  has  been  guilty  of  making 
use  of  the  Telegraph  Office.  Let  us  now  come 
to  the  question  of  the  prisoners. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— "  Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable  mem- 
bet  has  laid  great  stress  on  some  prisoner  of 
the  name  of  Roderick  MoKenzie.  Would  the 
honourable  gentlemein  be  able  to  prove  to  this 
House  that  his  name  was  Roderick  McKenzie  ? 
Will  the  honourable  gentleman  be  able  to  say 
that  his  name  was  not  Roderick  Hutchison? 
Well,  according  to  the  description  given  by  the 
honourable  member  of  this  Roderick  McKenzie, 
a  man  of  that  character  would  do  anything.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  admit  that  he 
might  change  his  name  with  the  other  things 
that  he  has  been  doing.  I  do  not  know  what 
insinuation  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
endeavouring  to  make  when  he  referred  to 
this  man  Roderick  McKenzie  being  a  released 
prisoner.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  people 
who  have  been  guilty  of  crimes  of  various 
Mr,  J.  McKwiMie 


descriptions  like  a  good  solid  name  when  they 
are  brought  before  the  Court,  in  the  hope  that 
it  may  be  of  some  value  to  them.    It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  if  this  man  had  come  before 
the  Supreme  Court  here  under  the  name  of 
Roderick    Hutchison  he    would    have    got   a 
heavier  sentence  than  he  did.     With  regard  to 
these  prisoners,  the  Government  did  make  up 
their  minds  to  release  a  certain  number  of 
prisoners,  and  we  did  not  hurriedly  oome  to 
that   conolusioD.      We   had    communications 
from  the  various  other  colonial  Gk>v6nimenti 
asking  what  we  were  doing  in   this  matter, 
and  stating  to  us  that  they  were  doing  some- 
thing, and  the  Government  ceime  tothe  oonelu- 
sion  at  last  that  they  would  release  a  oertaiA 
number ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  most  of 
those  eighteen  or  twenty  prisoners  had  only  a 
few  weeks  to  serve,  and  would  have  been  out  in 
any  case  in  a  very  short  time.     We  were  not 
doing  much,  therefore,  in  releasing  them ;  and  I 
believe  this  same  Roderick  McKenzie  had  only 
some  weeks  to  serve,  and  would  have  been  oat 
all  the  same,  whether  the  order  had  been  given 
by  the  Gk>vemment  or  not,  in  a  very  short 
time.    That  is  all  I  know  about  the  matter, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  is  welcome  le 
the  information.    Then,  Sir,  we  had  the  ease 
of  this  Native  prisoner.     Well,  he  was  strongly 
recommended    to     the    Government    for   the 
clemency  of  the  Crown  by  the  officers  in  charge 
of  the  department,  and  there  is  also  the  fact 
that  he   had  served  a  pretty    long  sentence 
already,  and  had  behaved  himself  very  well 
during  the  time  he  was  there  detained.    So  far 
as  Ministers  were  concerned,  I  do  not  believe 
any  Minister  that  sat  in  the  Cabinet  on  thst 
occasion — of  course,  the  Premier  was  away,  and 
he  was  in  no  way  responsible  for  it ;  but  the 
Ministers  who  were  there  at  the  time — I  ven- 
ture to  say  it  was  only  done  after  careful  dis- 
cussion with  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Prisons 
Department,   and  there  was    no    favouritism 
whatever.      I  venture  to  say,  also,  that  if  ths 
officer  in  charge  was  called  upon  to  give  evi- 
dence on  oath  he  would  bear  out  what  I  say. 
We   may   have  made   mistakes    in    regard  to 
these   persons,   but   we   did  our   best   in  en- 
deavouring   to   follow    the    example    of    the 
other  colonies  in    releasing  prisoners  on  that 
eventful  occasion.   But,  Sir,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
the  honourable  gentleman   has    trumped  op 
these  stories  which  have  been  ciroulated  from 
time  to  time,  and  has  rehashed  them  for  s 
little  sensation  on  the  present  occasion.     He 
takes  the  opportunity  of  the  introduction  of  s 
Supply  Bill  to  rake  up  matters  which  have 
been  pretty  well  threshed  out* in  the  Honse, 
and  which  the  honourable  member  can  throw 
no  new  light  upon.    The  House  is  tired  of  hear- 
ing these  stories,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  be  doing  well  by  in  the  future  restrain- 
ing himself  a  little  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Sir,  I,  too,  have  a  grier- 
ance  to  place  before  the  House.  I  have,  there- 
fore, no  time  to  give  to  the  other  important 
questions  brought  before  the  House  and  so 
ably  handled  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea.    As  to  the  reply  of    the  Minister  of 
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liands — if  it  oan  be  oalled  suoh — and  his  de- 
fenoa  of  the  Qorernment,  all  I  can  say  is  that 
he  has  not  improved  the  position  of  the  Minis- 
try. Sir,  I  wish  to  place  on  record  a  matter 
anecting  the  hoDOur  of  the  colony  and  the 
veracity  of  Ministers.  I,  therefore,  mast  take 
advantage  of  the  forms  of  the  House  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  well  known  to  members  of  the 
House,  and  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  have  repeatedly 
moved  for  correspondence  between  the  Go- 
vernment Agent-Geoeral  and  the  Council  of 
Foreign  Bondholders,  but  the  Government,  I 
regret  to  say,  refused  my  reasonable  request 
on  many  occasions.  The  correspondence  has 
reference  to  a  subject  that  I  have  taken  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  interest  in — namely,  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour.  I  have  a  letter, 
which  I  now  hold  in  my  band,  and  will  read  to 
the  House  by  way  of  introduction. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Who  is  the  writer? 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— The  writer  of  the  letter  is 
the  vice-chairman  of  the  New  Plymouth  Har- 
bour Committee,  of  which  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir 
John  Lubbock  is  chairman. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  being  a  private  letter, 
but  purporting  to  be  a  public  letter,  I  think  we 
are  entitled  to  ask  for  the  name  of  the  writer. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  presume  it  is  a  private 
letter  addressed  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
as  a  private  member,  and,  if  so,  he  is  entitled 
to  read  it  without  becoming  liable  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  ;  the  rule  referred  to  being  applicable 
to  public  documents  only. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— If  the  Premier  is  at  all 
acquainted  with  (he  subject  under  discussion 
he  must  know  the  name  of  the  vice-president.  I 
desire  to  read  the  letter  in  order  that  it  may 
appear  in  Hansard  and  be  read  by  the  people 
of  the  colony.  They  will  be  then  able  to  judge 
for  themselves  why  the  Premier  opposes  this 
course,  and  his  reasons  for  doing  so.  The  letter 
will  give  the  people  of  the  country  some  light. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
threatened  that  unless  I  laid  it  on  the  table  he 
would  read  it ;  and,  as  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  are  easily  intimidated,  I  told  him  to  take 
his  own  course. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Sir,  I  know  the  Premier 
is  very  courageous  when  he  has  a  strong 
following ;  but  on  this  occasion  they  will  not 
be  able  to  render  him  any  assistance.  He, 
therefore,  must  take  Hobson's  choice.  Sir,  the 
motion  I  refer  to  is  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  is 
aa  follows  :— 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  copies 
of  the  under-mentioned  correspondence :  Sir 
Westby  B.  Perceval  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  20th  September,  1894 ;  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock to  Sir  Westby  B.  Perceval,  27th  Septem- 
ber, 1894  (undated) ;  Sir  Westby  B.  Perceval  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  29th  Sep- 
tember, 1894 ;  Secretary  of  the  Council  to  Hon. 
W.  P.  Reeves,  2l8t  September,  1896;  Hon.  W.  P. 
Reeves  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Council,  23rd 
September,  1896 ;  Secretary  of  the  Council  to 
Hon.  W.  P.  Reeves,  29th  September,  1896; 
Secretary  of  the  Council  to  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Sir,  this  notice  of  motion  has  been  on  the 


Order  Paper  sinee  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
Now  to  the  correspondence :  **  London,  2lBt 
July,  1897," 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  tell  us  what  he  is 
reading  from — whether  from  the  originals  or 
from  certified  copies. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MoGUIRE.— The  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Lands  seems  very  fearful  of  what  is  coming. 
He  will  know  when  I  have  finished  what  I  am 
reading  from : — 

"  London,  2l8t  July,  1897. 
"  Hew  Plymouth  Harbour. 

"  Dear  Mb.  MgGuibb, — In  the  last  session 
of  your  House  of  Representatives,  1896,  it  ap- 
pears from  the  Hansard  report  of  the  debates 
(No.  14)  that  your  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  Mr. 
Ward,  challenged  you  to  produce  a  letter  which 
was  under  the  signature  of  Sir  Westby  Percival 
addressed  to  Sir  John  Lubbock,  but  of  which 
Mr.  Ward  claimed  to  be  joint  author.  I 
brought  this  matter  before  the  Council  of 
Foreign  Bondholders,  with  the  result  that  on  the 
Idth  November,  1896,  a  letter  was  sent  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Council  to  the  Speaker  of 
your  House  of  Representatives  drawing  his  at- 
tention to  the  matter,  and  enclosing  him  a 
notarial  copy  of  the  letter  in  question,  coupled 
with  a  request  that  the  Speaker  would  be  good 
enough  to  lay  same  on  the  table  of  the  House 
when  Parliament  reassembled.  I  understand 
that  this  request  has  not  been  complied  with.  I 
therefore  applied  to  the  Council  for,  and  have 
obtained,  a  copy  of  the  whole  correspondence, 
which  I  beg  to  enclose  you  herewith.  I  trust 
you  may  be  successful  in  laying  the  matter 
before  your  House. 

**  In  your  Hansard  for  the  present  session  I 
read  that  your  Premier,  Mr.  Seddon,  pleaded 
for  an  extended  leave  of  absence  on  the  ground 
that  he  desired  to  confer  with  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock and  the  Council  on  the  subject  of  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  amongst  other  things, 
but  up  to  the  present  date  (the  21st  July)  he 
has  not  approached  either  the  Council  or  Sir 
John  in  any  manner  whatever,  and  as  I  see  by 
the  Press  that  his  visit  terminates  in  a  few 
days  I  conclude  this  item  has  been  expunged 
from  his  programme. 

"  With  every  good  wish  and  kindest  regards, 
believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 

"  Walteb  Busby. 

•*  F.  McGuire,  Esq.,  M.H.R.,  Hawera." 
"The  Council  of  Foreign  Bondholders, 
17,  Moorgate  Street,  E.C., 

ISth  November,  1896. 
"  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  Debentures* 

"  Sib,  —  The  attention  of  the  Council  of 
Foreign  Bondholders  has  been  called  to  certain 
remarks  in  connection  with  the  above  matter 
which  were  made  by  Mr.  Ward,  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer,  in  the  course  of  a  dis- 
onssion  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  re- 
ported in  No.  14  of  the  New  Zealand  Parlia- 
mentary Debates,  Session  1896,  page  502.  It 
is,  no  doubt,  possible  that  Mr.  Ward's  remarks 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486 


Imprest  Supply 


[HOUSE.] 


BM  (No.  2). 


[Nov.  4 


may  not  have  been  aoourately  tranaoribed ;  but, 
taking  them  as  they  stand  in  the  Hansard 
report,  Mr.  Ward  is  stated  to  have  said, — 

"  *  If  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
was  treated  by  all  the  members  of  the  Gonncil 
of  Foreign  Bondholders  with  that  oonfidenoe 
which  he  endeavoured  to  make  out,  and  if  he 
would  ask  Sir  John  Lubbock,  when  he  oom- 
municated  again,  to  remove  the  mark  '*  Confi- 
dential "  from  a  letter  which  he  had  received 
from  the  Agent- General— and  which  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  took  part  in  sending  long  before  the 
first  meeting  at  which  they  were  present  with 
the  Council  of  Foreign  Bondholders— if  he 
would  ask  him  to  remove  '*  Confidential  "  from 
that  letter  and  have  it  published  ...  he 
would  find  by  that  letter  that  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock and  the  Foreign  Council  had  been  put  at 
defiance  by  the  Agent- General.' 

"  I  am  directed  by  Sir  John  Lubbock  to  say 
that  he  has  received  no  letter  marked  '  Con- 
fidential,' but  only  one,  dated  20th  December, 
1894,  marked  *  Unofficial,'  and  that  he  is  quite 
vnlling  that  this  communication  should  be 
made  public.  I  therefore  enclose  a  certified 
copy  of  the  same,  together  with  certified  copies 
of  Sir  John  Lubbock's  reply  to  Sir  Westby 
Perceval,  and  the  latter's  reply  to  Sir  John 
Lubbock.  The  second  of  these  communica- 
tions is  marked  '  Private,'  but  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock has  no  objection  whatever  to  its  publi- 
cation, and  assumes  that  Sir  W.  Perceval  can 
have  none  either. 

*'It  will  be  seen  from  this  correspondence 
that  Sir  John  Lubbock  and  the  Council  were 
not  '  put  at  defiance '  by  the  Agent-General. 
They  have  always  been  most  anxious  to  avoid 
any  conflict  with  the  Government  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  deeply  regret  that  their  attempts  at 
conciliation  have  not  been  met  in  the  spirit  in 
which  they  have  been  conceived. 

*'  I  am  also  desired  to  point  out  some  further 
inaccuracies  in  certain  remarks  made  by  the 
Premier  and  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  during 
the  same  debate,  as  reported  in  the  above- 
mentioned  publication. 

"  Page  489.  *  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  naturally 
felt,  .  .  .  notwithstanding  tne  Foreign 
Bondholders,  or  the  Council  of  Foreign  Bond- 
holders, or  any  other  syndicate  in  London  to 
the  contrary,  that  New  Zealand's  credit  and 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
were  greater  than  any  persons  who  might  band 
together  and,  for  the  purpose  of  gain  to  them- 
selves, boycott  New  Zealand.' 

"  We  beg  to  inform  your  honourable  House 
that  the  Council  of  Foreign  Bondholders  does 
not  exist  for  the  purpose  of  gain,  and  it  is,  in 
fact,  precluded  by  its  special  license  from 
dividing  any  profit  amongst  its  members.  Mr. 
Seddon  is  also  in  error  in  assuming  that  the 
Council  has  ever  had  any  intention  of  'boy- 
cotting '  New  Zealand. 

*<  Page  501.  Mr.  Seddon  says,  '  What,  then, 
could  Mr.  Ward  do  more  than  tell  the  Bond- 
holders that,  so  far  as  the  Government  were 
concerned,  there  was  no  final  decision  arrived 
at  .  .  .  ?'  And  on  page  503  Mr.  Ward 
says,  *  The  expression  of  view  which  he  (Mr. 
Mr,  MeOuire 


Ward)  received  from  the  Premier  was  one  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  alone,  and 
he  would  now  say  to  the  House  that  it  was 
known  to  every  member  of  the  Counoil  of 
Foreign  Bondholdess.' 

"We  have  no  reooUeotion  that  Mr.  Ward 
informed  us  that  no  *  final '  decision  had  been 
arrived  at  by  the  Government.  He  did  not, 
indeed,  lead  us  to  suppose  that  the  question 
of  arbitration  on  the  one  issue — namely,  as  to 
the  alienation  of  the  200,000  acres  of  land- 
had  been  in  any  way,  officially  or  unoffieially, 
before  any  member  of  the  Cabinet.  The  bond- 
holders' committee  pressed  the  Counoil  to  uzfe 
Mr.  Ward  to  cable  to  New  Zealand  in  order  tc 
ascertain  the  views  of  his  colleagues  before  the 
Stock  Exchange  Committee  decided  whether 
to  grant  a  quotation  for  the  new  Government 
loan  then  under  their  consideration.  Sir 
Westby  Perceval,  however,  wrote  on  20th  May, 
1895,  suggesting  that  it  would  be  better  for 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  to  lay  the  matter 
personally  before  the  Cabinet  on  his  retom  to 
the  colony,  and  remarked  that  this  coarse  was 
much  more  likely  to  bring  about  the  desired 
result.  This  suRgestion  was  accepted,  but  no 
hint  was  given  that  there  was  likely  to  be  any 
opposition  to  the  new  proposal  for  arbitration 
from  any  member  of  the  Cabinet,  least  of  all 
from  the  Premier. 

"  It  is  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
members  of  the  bondholders'  committee,  who 
was  present  at  the  second  interview  between 
Messrs.  Ward  and  Perceval  and  the  Ck>anciJ, 
asked  why  Mr.  Ward  was  so  sanguine  that  the 
proposals  for  arbitration  would  be  assented  to 
by  the  Government,  and  Mr.  Ward  replied 
that  heretofore  the  proposals  for  arbitratian 
had  emanated  from  the  Opposition  party  in 
the  House,  but  it  was  an  entirely  difFerenc 
matter  when  the  suggestion  came  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government. 

"  There  are  other  inaccuracies  in  Mr.  Ward's 
speech,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  them 
in  this  letter. 

"  The  Council  ask  you  to  be  good  enough  to 
lay  on  the  table,  when  Parliament  reassembles, 
this  communication  and  the  copies  of  the  letters 
interchanged  between  the  late  Agent-General 
and  Sir  John  Lubbock,  so  that  honourable 
members  may  see  exactly  how  the  matter 
stands. 

"  I  also  enclose  copies  of  some  reoent  corre- 
spondence with  the  present  Agent-General,  and 
we  should  be  obliged  if  you  would  lay  these  on 
the  table  at  the  same  time. — ^I  have,  fto., 

**  Jamss  p.  Coopbr,  Secretary. 

**  The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  House  of 

Representatives,  New  Zealand.'* 

<«  (Enclosures.) 

"  Correspondence  between  Sir  Westby  B. 
Perceval  and  Sir  John  Lubbock — vis.:  Sir 
Westby  B.  Perceval  to  Sir  John  Lubbook,  90tk 
December,  1894;  Sir  John  Lubbock  to  Sir 
Westby  B.  Perceval,  27th  December,  1894; 
Sir  Westby  B.  Peroeval  to  Sir  John  Lubbock, 
29th  December,  1894. 

**  Gorrespondenoe  between  Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves 
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«nd  the  aecretazy  of  the  Gounoil — via. :  Seore- 
Wu7  to  W.  P.  Beevee,  2l8t  September,  1896; 
W.  P.  Beeves  to  Secretary,  Sdid  September, 
1896 ;  Seoretary  to  W.  P.  Beeves,  29tb  Septem- 
ber, 1896. 

*' Copies  of  above  certified  by  secretary  as 
true  copies  nnder  notarial  certificate  of  signa> 
tare  of  Mr.  John  Venn,  dated  12th  Nofember, 
1896." 

**  Westminster  Chambers, 
13,  Victoria  Street,  London,  8.W., 
20th  December,  1894. 
«'  (Unofficial.) 

**  Dbab  Sib  John  Lubbock, — In  answer  to 
your  letter  of  the  18th,  I  am  surprised  that 
after  what  has  passed  between  the  Council  of 
Foreign  Bondholders  and  the  Grovemment  you 
expected  anything  to  be  done. 

"  The  position  seems  to  me  to  be  somewhat  as 
follows:  The  Council  holds  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  pay  the 
bondholders  the  arrears  of  interest  and 
possibly  the  principal,  and  the  Government,^ 
after  careful  consideration,  holds  that  no  such* 
obligation  attaches  to  them.  Even  the  Council 
must  admit  that  the  question  is  one  on  which 
opinions  may  differ.  If,  as  alleged,  the  Govern- 
ment has  interfered  with  the  security  given  to 
the  bondholders  by  altering  the  land- laws  they 
have  a  legal  remedy. 

**  I  have  looked  into  this  question  myself,  and 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  security  was 
not  interfered  with  by  the  Government. 

**The  point  made  so  much  of— viz.,  that  the 
Government  advanced  money  to  the  Harbour 
Board  to  prevent  a  default  in  payment  of 
interest — may  have  been  unwise,  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  how  the  bondholders  were  injured 
by  such  action. 

**  In  cases  where  two  parties  are  unable  to 
agree  as  to  the  existence  of  a  moral  obligation, 
I  always  think  it  can  only  be  really  satis- 
factorily tested  from  a  legal  standpoint.  The 
quoted  price  of  the  debentures  to-day  is  not 
far  short  of  the  price  when  default  was  made, 
and  is  above  the  issue-price. 

"The  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  has 
done  and  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  keep  faith 
with  the  bondholders,  and  the  way  in  which 
the  Board  and  the  ratepayers  have  endeavoured 
to  meet  their  liabilities  compares  most  favour- 
ably with  others  placed  in  a  similar  position. 
As  a  politician  you  must  recognise  the  difficulty 
the  Government  would  be  faced  with  if  they 
took  over  the  liability  of  one  Harbour  Board 
without  being  legally  compelled  to  do  so.  I 
cannot  think  that  the  Council  will  persevere 
in  their  threat  to  oppose  a  quotation  for  any 
new  loan  placed  on  the  market.  Such  an 
attemnt  could  not  succeed,  and  could  do  no 
possible  good  to  the  bondholders.  To  speak 
quite  frankly,  it  strikes  me  as  blackmailing  of 
a  very  reprehensible  character. — Yours,  &c., 
"W.  B.  Pbbcbval. 
•<  The  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  M.P.,  &c." 
*<  (Private.)  "  High  Elms, 

Famborough,  B.S.O.,  Kent. 
"  Dbab  Sib  Wbstby,— I  am  much  disap- 


pointed that  yon  have  not  accepted  my  private 
note  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  written. 

"No  doubt  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board  has  endeavoured  to  keep  faith,  but 
they  and  the  bondholders  complain  that  mnoh 
of  the  land  on  which  the  security  was  made 
has  been  alienated. 

*'  You  are  also  mistaken  in  stating  that  the 
Council  of  Foreign  Bondholders  has  made  a 
threat.  The  Council  have  not  as  yet  passed 
any  resolution  on  the  subject,  in  hopes  that 
the  New  Zealand  Government  would  act  fairly 
in  the  matter.  The  committee  appointed  by 
the  bondholders,  however,  are  determined  to 
oppose  any  quotation  applied  for  by  New  Zea- 
land, and  the  Council  must  now  consider  what 
course  to  pursue. 

"  You  will  see,  therefore,  that  the  conclud- 
ing sentence  of  your  letter  was  uncalled-for 
and  unjust.  As  mine  was  written  in  hopes 
of  arriving  at  a  friendly  settlement,  I  will 
not  follow  your  example  in  using  strong  terms, 
and  will  only  remind  you  that  the  Council  are 
not  bondholders,  and  that  it  is  their  desire  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  any  conflict  between  the 
bondholders  and  the  colony. — Yours,  &o., 

♦•John  Lubbock. 

"  Sir  W.  B.  Perceval,  Ac." 

♦'Glenfinnan,  Bournemouth, 

29th  December,  1894. 

"  My  Deab  Sib  John  Lubbock, — I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  to  gather  from  your  letter  of 
27th  that  you  think  I  did  not  appreciate  your 
kind  effort  to  settle  this  wretched  New  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  Board  affair,  and  still  more 
sorry  that  you  should  have  thought  my  reply 
unsympathetic  and  couched  in  hard  words. 

"  I  was  indeed  sensible  of  your  courtesy  and 
kind  intentions,  and  hope,  however  curtly  my 
letter  may  have  been  worded,  you  will  acquit 
me  of  any  intention  of  being  discourteous. 

"  I  admit  my  convictions  on  the  subject  have 
always  been  strong,  and  I  also  plead  guilty  to 
feeling  somewhat  incensed  that  the  Council  of 
Foreign  Bondholders  should  have  deemed  a 
British  colony  to  be  under  their  jurisdiction, 
so  it  is  quite  possible  I  may  have  expressed  my- 
self too  plainly.  I  have  not  the  letter  by  me 
now  to  look  at  again. 

"  I  would  willingly  do  anything  in  my  power 
to  remove  the  false  ideas  that  have  been  spread 
abroad  with  reference  to  the  Government's 
action. 

"The  committee  has,  I  fear,  placed  too 
much  reliance  on  the  statements  of  the  Har- 
bour Board  and  the  ratepayers  of  the  district, 
who  have  been  trying  to  be  relieved  of  their 
rates. 

••I  hope  the  Council  will  finally  look  into 
the  matter  again  before  taking  any  action,  and 
unofficially  I  should  have  no  objection  to  give 
you  every  information  I  could  as  to  the  facts, 
a  careful  examination  of  which  would,  I  be- 
lieve, place  matters  in  a  different  light. — Yours, 
Ac,  "  W.  B.  Pbbobvai« 

**The  Bight  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock, 
Bart.,  Ac." 
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**  OouDoil  of  Foreign  Bend  holders, 

17,  Moorgate  Street,  E.G., 

2l8t  September,  1896. 
"  Sib,— I  am  desired  )>y  the  Council  to  ask 
you  kindly  to  favour  them  with  a  copy  of  the 
New  Zealand  Parliamentary  Debates,  Nob.  14 
and  16,  session  1896.  Thanking  you  in  anti- 
cipation, I  am,  &o., 

"  James  P.  Cooper,  Secretary. 
«*  W.  P.  Reeves,  Esq., 
Agent- General  for  New  Zealand, 

118,  Victoria  Street,  S.W." 

"  Westmmster  Chambers, 

18,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W., 

28rd  September,  1896. 
"  Sib, — I  am  directed  by  the  Agent- General 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2l8t  instant,  and  iu  reference  thereto  to  say 
that,  while  he  is  always  glad  to  furnish  every 
information  in  bis  power  concerning  the  colony 
which  he  represents,  he  trusts  that  it  will  not 
in  the  present  instance  be  considered  discour- 
teous if,  pending  bis  supplying  the  publica- 
tions required,  he  were  permitted  to  ask 
whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the  Times  of 
the  10th  instant,  that  the  Council  of  Foreign 
Bondholders  have  actually  gone  the  length  of 
announcing  that  they  will  oppose  the  granting 
of  a  quotation  to  any  future  loans  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand. — I  am,  &o., 

"  Walter  Kennaway, 
Secretary  to  the  Department  of  the 
Agent-General  for  New  Zealand. 
•*  J.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  Secretary, 

Council  of  Foreign  Bondholders." 

'*  Council  of  Foreign  Bondholders, 
17,  Moorgate  Street,  E.C., 

29th  September,  1896. 

'*  Sir,— I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  23rd 
instant,  and  to  express  the  surprise  and  regret 
of  the  Council  that  you  should  make  your  com- 
pliance with  their  request  to  furnish  them  with 
the  reports  of  the  parliamentary  debates  con- 
tingent on  their  first  answering  a  question  as  to 
the  truth  of  certain  remarks  with  regard  to  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board  matter,  which 
appeared  in  the  Tifnes  of  the  10th  instant ;  the 
inference  being  that  if  the  Council  reply  in  the 
affirmative,  you  will  decline  to  send  them  the 
publications  asked  for. 

**  We  have,  however,  no  objection  to  state 
how  the  matter  stands.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board 
debenture -holders  resolved  to  oppose  the  quota- 
tion of  any  new  loan  issued  by  the  colony,  and 
requested  the  Council  to  support  them  in  so 
doing.  The  Council  appointed  a  sub-committee 
on  the  subject,  which  conferred  with  Mr.  Ward, 
the  late  Treasurer  of  the  colony,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  undertaking  to  recommend  his 
Government  to  refer  the  matter  in  dispute  to 
arbitration,  the  Council  abstained,  and  induced 
the  committee  to  abstain,  from  opposing  the 
quotation  of  the  last  loan. 

I**  The  Government  of  New  Zealand  having 
declined  to  act  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Ward,  the  committee  have  again  approached 
Mr,  McQuire 


the  Council,  and  urged  them  to  oppose  thA 

§  notation  of  any  further  loan  iseuea  by  the 
lew  Zealand  Government.  The-  Council  have 
placed  themselves  in  communication  with  the 
Colonial  Office,  but  have  not  yet  arrived  at  any 
final  determination  on  the  subject,  as  they 
would  deeply  regret  to  be  driven  to  take  so 
grave  a  step  in  the  case  of  a  British  colony. 

*'  I  will  not,  however,  further  trouble  yon 
about  the  debates,  but  will  obtain  them  through 
another  channel.— -I  have,  &c., 

"James  P.  Coopeb,  Secretary. 
*•  W.  P.  Reeves,  Esq., 

Agent-General  for  New  Zealand. 
13,  Victoria  Street,  S.W." 

Sir,  it  will  be  long  remembered  by  members 
of  this  House  and  the  country,  the  promise 
made  by  Mr.  Ward,  when  in  London,  with  re- 
spect to  arbitration  on  the  200,000  acres 
alienated  from  the  endowment  given  to  the 
New  Plymouth  Harbour  Board.  The  House 
will  not  have  forgotten  the  cable  said  to  have 
been  sent  by  the  Premier  to  Mr.  Ward  and  the 
Agent-General  on  this  subject.  If  Mr.  Ward 
and  the  Agent-General  received  that  cable, 
then  they  were  playing  a  game  discreditable  to 
themselves,  and  tarnishing  the  honour  of  this 
country.  But  if  the  Premier  never  sent  that 
bold  cable,  then  he  is  doing  Mr.  Ward  and  the 
Agent-General  an  irreparable  injury.  For  the 
honour  of  all  parties  concerned,  that  cable 
should  be  publisned.  Will  the  Premier  publish 
it?  Now,  Sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Bight 
Hon.  Mr.  Seddon  had  the  opportunity  of 
materially  assisting  the  settlers  in  the  har- 
bour rating-district  without  doing  an  injuiy 
to  this  colony,  or  to  those  who  lent  as  their 
money.  Had  he  so  desired  he  could  have 
reduced  the  rate  of  interest  from  6  per  cent. ; 
we  now  pay  to  4  per  cent.,  and  in  place  of  the 
settlers  having  to  pay  £12,000  per  annum  they 
would  only  have  to  pay  £8,000  per  annum. 
Information  can  be  had  on  this  point  by  a 
reference  to  the  Appendices  to  the  Journals  of 
this  House— that  the  Foreign  Bondholders  ware 
ready  to  reduce  the  interest  whioh  is  now 
being  paid  from  6  per  cent,  to  4  per  oent.  if  the 
Government  would  only  come  to  an  agreement 
with  them.  But  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
refused,  and  as  a  result  the  settlers  have 
still  to  pay  6  per  cent,  in  place  of  4  per  oenl 
The  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  pretends  to  be 
deeply  interested  in  the  bond  fide  settlers,  who 
are  struggling  hard  to  make  ends  meet ;  but  if  his 
interest  in  them  was  sincere  and  honest,  why 
did  he  not,  when  he  had  the  opportnnity,  re- 
duce the  yearly  interest  from  £12,000  to  £8,000? 
Had  he  done  that  he  would  have  proved  his 
sincerity;  but  the  Premier  and  his  Miniatiy 
only  look  upon  the  farmers  as  a  class  to  provide 
the  ways  and  means  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  and  to  provide  them 
with  funds  so  that  they  may  get  membeis 
of  the  **  right  colour  *'  returned  to  the  House. 
When  I  came  into  this  House  the  New  Ply- 
mouth Hfikrbour  Board  was  in  arrears  with  its 
interest  in  a  sum  amounting  to  over  £9,000.  At 
that  time  no  Native  lands  were  allowed  to  be 
purchased  in  the  Taranaki  District,  beoanse 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Imprest  Supply 


[HOnBB.] 


BiU(No.a). 


489' 


S5  par  cent,  of  the  land  ilsold  went  to  the  New 
Plymonth  Harbour  Board.  I  pointed  out  to 
the  House  the  injustioe  to  the  distriot,  and  the 
House  was  so  impressed  with  that  injustioe 
that  the  Government  did  afterwards  make  large 
parchaees,  and  in  this  way  very  ooiisideraole 
aesistanoe  was  rendered  to  the  bondholders  and 
aleo  to  the  settlers  within  the  harbour  ratin:- 
district.  But  in  order  to  secure  this  I  was  in- 
strumental in  having  a  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed. That  Committee  got  a  report  from  the 
Property- tax  Commissioner,  and  also  from  the 
Surveyor-General,  who  valued  the  200,000  acres 
taken  oat  of  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  endow- 
ment at  £400,000.  If  we  had  had  the  25  per 
cent,  of  that  £400,000  which  is  justly  due  to  the 
people  of  the  district,  there  would  now  be  a  sum 
of  £100,000  lying  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking 
Fond  Commissioners,  as  a  buffer  between  the 
people  and  the  rate.  The  people  of  the  provin- 
cial district  are  under  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to 
that  Committee,  who  entered  into  the  matter 
and  devoted  six  weeks  to  considering  the  whole 
question,  and  looked  at  it  from  every  aspect 
i(  oould  possibly  be  looked  at  from.  They 
were  satisfied  that  the  New  Plymouth  Harbour 
Board  had  a  daim  on  the  colony  for  the  200,000 
acres  taken  out  of  the  endowment,  and  the 
Committee  made  a  recommendation  that  the 
GoTernment  should  relieve  the  settlers  from  the 
rate  unjustly  imposed  on  them  on  account  of 
the  alienation  of  the  200,000  acres;  but  the 
Government  would  not  allow  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  be  given  effect  to, 
aod  left  the  district  to  meet  their  interest  on 
the  loan,  after  denuding  them  of  a  consider- 
able portion  of  their  endowment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^-Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.  —  "  Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  that  appears  to 
be  all  the  sympathy  that  he  feels  for  the 
settlers  that  were  robbed  of  an  endowment 
given  to  them  by  an  Act  of  Parliament ;  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  cares  nothing  for  an 
Act  of  Parliament  so  long  as  he  has  a  strong 
enough  following  in  this  House  to  support  him 
in  that  injustioe.  Now,  an  honest  Government 
would  not  do  an  injustioe  to  a  single  individual ; 
but  the  injustice  in  this  case  is  done  to  about 
twenty  thousand  settlers,  who  are  working  early 
and  late.  Surely  their  ocue  deserves  the  con- 
sideration of  this  House  and  also  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  regret.  Sir,  that  time  will  not 
permit  me  to  enter  more  fully  into  this  im- 
portant question.  I  have  only  touched  the 
fringe  of  this  question ;  but  on  some  other 
occasion  I  will  bring  it  up,  and  I  trust  the 
Premier  will  meet  me  on  the  lines  of  honour, 
honesty,  and  good  conscience.  If  he  does  that, 
then  I  am  not  without  hope  that  justice  will 
be  done. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Sir,  I  want  to  obtain 
an  explanation  about  the  audit  of  the  last 
quarter's  accounts  which  appear  in  the  QaaetU. 
X  see  in  his  report  on  the  last  quarter's  re- 
oeipts  and  expenditure,  the  Auditor  says : — 

«The  foregoing  accounts  have  been  ex- 
enised  and  found  oorreot,  except  as  regards 
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the  *  Customs,'  <  Railways,'  and  *  Territorial 
Revenue  receipts,'  which  are  not  now  examined 
by  the  Audit  Office  ;  but  as  regards  the  receipts 
of  Gk>ld  Revenue  the  Audit  Office  is  unable  to 
satisfactorily  verify  them,  through  the  failure 
of  the  Mines  Department  to  comply  with  a 
requisition  for  a  certified  statement  of  the 
amounts  collectible  as  such  revenue." 

Aui  on  reference  to  the  Public  Revenues  Act 
I  see  by  clause  81  that, — 

**  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Receiver-Gene- 
ral, the  Paymaster  -  General,  and  of  all  ac- 
countants and  other  persons  to  afford  all 
such  information  as  the  Audit  Office  at  any 
time  requires,  and  to  answer  all  such  ques- 
tions as  may  be  addressed  to  them  or  any  of 
them  by  the  Audit  Office  touching  any  publio 
money." 

No  doubt  this  can  be  satisfactorily  explained ; 
but  I  think  that,  as  the  Public  Accounts  have  ap- 
peared in  the  Nsk;  Zealand  OaMette,  that  objec- 
tion of  the  Auditor  should  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  vrithout  some  explanation  being  given  on 
an  early  occasion.  While  I  am  speaking  of  the 
Public  Accounts,  I  want  to  suggest  that  we 
should  have  the  quarterly  returns  put  in  our 
pigeon-holes  as  parliamentary  papers ;  otherwise 
we  have  to  hunt  up  the  Oasettes  for  every  thing  we 
want  to  refer  to.  It  would  be  very  convenient 
to  members  to  have  these  returns  of  accounts, 
which  have  such  an  important  bearing  on  the 
finances  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  the  Government 
give  themselves  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
trouble,  and  delay  the  business  of  the  country, 
by  their  extreme  reticence  in  the  matter  of  the 
Public  Accounts.  If  the  information  which  we 
have  every  right  to  obtain  were  given  more 
freely,  a  very  fertile  source  of  complaint  would 
be  removed.  I  cannot  see,  when  we  are  asking 
for  this  information,  there  can  be  any  question 
about  the  right  of  the  House  to  have  it,  the 
object  in  view  in  obtaining  it  being  only  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  at  large.  When  that 
£500,000  was  raised  in  the  colony  the  other 
day  as  part  of  the  million  loan  under  ''  The  Aid 
to  Public  Works  and  Land  Settlement  Act, 
1896,"  the  Government  were  desired  to  give 
the  information  as  to  how  much  of  it  had 
been  subscribed  in  the  colony  by  financial' 
institutions,  and  how  much  by  individuals. 
On  that,  Sir,  the  quibble  is  raised  that  it 
would  be  dishonourable,  the  fact  not  having 
been  previously  intimated,  to  disclose  the 
names  of  the  persons  subscribing  that  loan. 
But  that  is  not  what  is  wanted.  We  can  do 
very  well  without  the  names.  We  simply  want 
to  know  how  many  persons  in  the  colony  sub- 
scribed to  it,  and  for  how  much  of  it ;  further, 
how  much  of  it  was  taken  up  by  large  financial 
institutions,  and  by  how  many  of  tbem.  They 
can  give  that  information  without  giving  the 
names.  We  do  not  want  the  names,  but  to 
learn  how  much  was  bond  fids  taken  up  in  the 
colony  by  its  own  people,  and  how  much  was 
taken  up  for  investment  by  the  large  financial 
institutions.  Then  there  is  the  question,  which 
I  alluded  to  once  before,  of  the  "  Contingen- 
cies."   What  are  the  Ministers  ?    Are  they  not. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4^0 


Irniprut  Snjiipply 


[HODBB.] 


BiU  (No.  2). 


[Nov.  4 


the  servanM  of  the  people  ?  Is  not  the  Prime 
Minister  the  head  servant?  And  is  it  not 
his  duty,  as  heing  in  charge  and  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  this  House  and  the  country,  to 
account  for  all  the  taxpayers'  money?  Sir, 
.  QQ  we  are  not  doing  our  duty  if,  when  we 
ask  questions  about  the  taxpayers' 
money,  we  do  not  force  an  answer  from  them. 
I  repeat  we  are  not  dping  our  duty  in  allowing, 
public  business  to  proceed  until  we  get  the 
information.  I  mentioned  about  the  £61,700 
paid  away  last  year  in  *'  contingencies  " — in 
sums  of  over  £500.  I  say  that  no  side  of  the 
House  ought  to  have  to  ask  for  this  informa- 
tion. A  schedule  of  each  of  the  contingency 
votes  should  be  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  in- 
formation of  members.  Again,  with  Ministers' 
expenses,  quite  a  wrong  view  is  taken  of  that 
matter.  I  am  sure  I  would  not  be  one  to 
trouble  about  Ministers'  expenses  and  matters 
of  that  sort.  I,  like  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea,  say  that  the  taxpayers  have  a  right 
to  know  what  has  been  done  with  their  money, 
and  neither  the  Premier  or  any  other  Minis- 
ter has  a  right  to  withhold  that  knowledge. 
I  feel  satisfied  that  in  this  House  there  is 
hardly  a  member  on  either  side  who  wishes  to 
make  any  fuss  about  any  reasonable  expendi- 
ture of  Ministers.  The  old  **  skinflint "  party  has 
departed  from  active  politics — or  nearly  so. 
There  is  only  the  ghost  of  it  left.  The  old  sys- 
tem has  disappeared,  and  we  have  only  the 
recollection  of  it  left.  I  am  sure,  Sir,  that  the 
Premier  and  the  Government  might  trust  this 
House  with  the  fullest  information  of  their 
expenses  without  any  fear  of  the  House  want- 
ing to  be  unduly  parsimonious  with  them.  I 
shall  not  dwell  longer  on  that  point.  With 
regard  to  the  curious  clemency  exercised  by 
the  Government  at  Jubilee  time,  and  the 
comments  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  thereon,  I  am  pleased  to  see  that 
there  was  clemency.  I  do  not  want  to  enter 
into  this  subject  at  present,  as  I  shall  very 
ehortly— clemency  having  been  granted — have 
to  come  to  the  Government  in  a  matter  in  which 
I  believe  injustice  has  been  done,  and  I  feel 
sure  I  shall  be  met  fairly  by  them.  I  am 
alluding  to  the  case  of  Meikle.  Of  course,  it 
was  interesting  to  know  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  names.  We  know  that  a  Chinaman 
had  to  take  the  name  of  "  Macpherson,"  in 
order  to  get  a  contract ;  and  now  we  know  that 
a  man  has  to  take  the  name  of  **  McKenzie," 
in  order  to  get  out  of  gaol  I  It  was  suggested 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  had  been 
privately  informed  as  to  the  number  of  telegrams 
used  at  the  last  general  election.  The  honourable 
member  and  myself  were  properly  informed, 
and  we  were  so  informed  by  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  in  the  New  Zealand  Government 
Otuette  of  last  week.  There  the  number  and 
value  of  Government  telegrams  are  duly  set 
out,  and  one  does  not  need  to  go  spying  about 
to  obtain  particulars.  I  only  wish,  in  conclu- 
sion, Sir,  to  impress  upon  the  Government  the 
advisability  of  giving  the  House  all  reasonable 
and  proper  information  affecting  our  Public 
Aooonnts.  I  have  a  motion  on  the  Order  Paper 
Mr,  Riehardion 


asking  for  a  return  of  Treasury  bills  ontataiid- 
ing  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  a  considerable 
period  of  time.  It  would  not  cost  a  clerk  in  the 
Treasury  more  that  a  morning's  work.  There  is 
no  computation  about  it ;  there  is  no  mystery 
in  it.  But  it  is  because  of  the  Government 
refusing  to  give  certain  financial  information 
asked  for  by  members,  such  as  this,  that  leads 
to  the  suspicion  that  there  may  be  something 
that  is  not  right.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  assert 
there  is  anything  wrong  in  this ;  bat  why,  in 
the  name  of  fortune,  when  a  plain  straightfor- 
ward return  is  asked  for,  when  it  is  not  ooetly, 
and  when  it  ought  to  be  given— I  want  to  know 
why  it  is  that  the  Government  will  not  supply 
the  information  asked  for  ? 

Mr.  LANG. — I  shall  only  take  up  a  very  few 
minutes,  and  I  should  not  have  risen  ezoepting 
for  the  remarks  the  Minister  of  Iiands  made 
when  replying  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  in  reference  to  the  printiuff  of  the  roUs. 
The  Minister  altogether  pooh-poohed  the  idea 
of  the  Government  being  guilty  in  any  way  of 
favouring  one  person  more  than  another,  or  of 
doing  anything  unfair  in  the  matter.  Now,  Sir, 
there  are  many  new  members  in  this  Home, 
and  I  wish  to  bring  under  their  notice,  and  to 
remind  older  members,  what  took  place  in  this 
House  during  last  Parliament  with  reference  to 
the  printing  of  the  rolls  in  my  own  particular 
electorate — the  Waikato.  In  the  first  place,  I 
was  informed  that  two  tenders  had  been  re- 
ceived for  the  printing  of  the  rolls  of  that 
electorate,  one  for  Ts.  and  one  for  5b.  8d.  The 
tender  for  7s.  was  accepted,  and  the  one  for 
5s.  8d.  was  refused.  I  put  a  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  asking  why  the  lowest  tender  had 
not  been  accepted,  and  I  received  an  nnsafela- 
factory  reply— in  fact,  it  was  only  evading  the 
question.  The  reply  was  so  weak  that  I  will 
read  it  to  honourable  members, — 

**  Mr.  Carboll  regretted  that  the  Goveni- 
ment  were  not  prepared  to  give  the  informa- 
tion asked  for  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
for  the  reasons  that  there  was  a  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper  asking  for  a  return  of  the  fignrss 
in  respect  of  the  printing  of  all  the  electoral 
rolls  in  the  colony,  and  to  give  such  informa- 
tion in  a  single-handed  way  was  undesirable. 

"  Mr.  Lang  asked  whether  this  retnm  was  to 
be  given  ? 

"  Mr.  Oabboix  said,  When  that  motion  came 
up,  that  was  the  time  to  discuss  it." 

Then,  Sir,  the  Premier,  speaking  on  this 
matter,  gave  as  the  reason  why  the  tender  for 
5s.  8d.  was  not  accepted  that  it  was  a  **  svreat- 
ing  "  price,  and  dwelt  very  much  on  that  poinl 
I  interjected  at  the  time  that  the  Government 
had  accepted  a  tender  for  4s.  lOd.,  whieh,  of 
course,  overthrew  the  Premier's  argument 
altogether.  Honourable  members  who  were  m 
the  last  Parliament  will  know  that  the  inter- 
jection did  not  appear  in  Hansard^  but  it  ap- 
peared throughout  the  colony,  as  it  was  pub- 
lished in  all  the  papers  in  Auckland,  Christ- 
church,  and  Dunedin,  showing  that  the  inter- 
jection was  made  and  was  heard.  It  waa  heard 
distinctly  by  the  Press  reporters ;  and  also  many 
members  of  the  House  at  the  time  etatad  the* 
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4be  infeeijection  was  made.  Well,  Sir,  I  do  nol 
wish  to  enlarge  upon  ibis  matter  more  than  to 
put  aa  briefly  as  poesible  before  the  House  the 
position  the  Government  took  ap  on  the  matter. 
The  only  thing  the  Premier  had  to  say  in  ez- 
•cuse  was  that  it  was  only  a  matter  of  £10  or 
£20.  That,  Sir,  at  any  rate,  is  a  case  that  has 
been  brought  fairly  home  to  the  Government. 
This  ease  is  in  Hansard— IS96,  Volame  94— and 
honourable  members  can  see  the  particalars  by 
looking  them  up,  as  I  do  not  want  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House.  But  I  might  also  point 
oat  that  the  tender  of  78.  that  was  aooepted  was 
from  the  proprietor  of  a  Government  paper ;  the 
one  that  was  refused— namely,  the  5s.  Sd. — was 
from  the  proprietor  of  a  paper  in  opposition  to 
the  Government.  Then,  Sir,  in  oonneotion  with 
tlie  same  matter,  the  Government  have  refused 
to  give  any  advertisements  to  this  paper  that 
is  opposed  to  them,  but  have  given  all  their 
advertisements  to  their  own  paper.  I  think  I 
have  said  quite  enough  to  show  that  in  this 
case  the  Government  have  exhibited  unfairness 
by  aooepting  the  tender  of  7s.  when  they  had 
received  one  for  5s.  dd.,  which  should  have 
been  aooepted.  Then,  they  accepted  a  lower 
price — ^namely,  4s.  lOd. — ^in  another  part  of  the 
•colony,  so  that  there  is  no  reason  at  all  why 
the  tender  for  5s.  8d.  should  not  have  been 
accepted ;  and  there  is  no  difierence  in  the 
position  of  the  two  towns  to  make  any  difier- 
•ence  in  the  price  for  the  printing  of  the  rolls. 

Mr.  MOOBE.— I  think,  Sir,  it  is  very  much 
to  be  regretted  that  an  Imprsst  Supply  Bill 
should  have  been  brought  down  on  a  private 
members'  day.  If  any  one  is  to  be  blamed  for 
pirate  members  not  getting  their  business 
before  the  House  it  is  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  occupies  that  prominent  seat 
•on  the  Ministerial  benches. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  could  have  had  it  last 
night. 

Mr.  MOORE.— The  Minister  of  Lands,  when 
ceplying  to  the  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
«aid  (hat  his  charges  were  only  a  rehash  of 
those  made  through  the  Conservative  Press 
and  by  the  Opposition  from  time  to  time. 
<3ertainly  the  charge  made  in  reference  to  the 
release  of  Roderick  McKenzie  cannot  be  con- 
sidered a  very  ancient  one,  and  if  there  was 
no  other  charge  than  that  contained  in  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea's  speech  he  was 
•quite  justified  in  occupying  some  time  in 
bringing  it  under  the  notice  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country.  Reference  has  been  made  to 
Ministerial  expenses.  I  do  not  wish  at  this 
stage  of  the  session  to  go  into  this  in  detail, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  during  the  election, 
at  any  rate,  very  large  expenses  were  incurred 
by  Ministers  not  at  all  in  oonneotion  with 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  country,  but  to 
advocate  the  cause  of  their  friends  during 
the  contest.  I  have  a  lively  recollection  of 
a  special  train  being  kept  for  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  till  something  like  twelve 
•0*0 look,  when  he  was  addressing  the  electors 
At  Oxford,  in  order  to  take  him  to  Springfield  or 
Sheffield  so  that  he  might  get  into  his  own  dis- 
trict.   Bnt  I  think  the  time  has  come  when 


members  should  set  their  faces  against  actions 
of  this  sort.  I  have  no  objection — and  it  if 
quite  the  right  thing — to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  colleagues  visiting  the  centres  of 
the  colony  and  instructing  the  people  on  ques* 
tions  of  public  policy,  but  it  is  a  great  mistake 
to  allow  them  to  travel  about  at  the  coun- 
try's expense  for  electioneering  purposes.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  recently  refused  to 
give  information  to  the  House,  and  I  indorse 
what  was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura — that  if  he  would  only  give  reason- 
able information  it  would  facilitate  business. 
As  it  is,  however,  we  have  on  these  occasions 
to  bring  up  matters  which  we  should  never 
have  to  do  if  we  could  get  a  reasonable  amount 
of  ioformation.  I  myself  recently  endeavoured 
to  get  a  return  supplied  by  the  Government 
which  is  of  importance  in  reference  to  the 
expenses  of  the  delegates  who  attended  the 
Hobart  Oonferenoe,  but  which  is  declined  by 
the  Government  for  some  reason  or  other.  It 
is  only  a  fair  and  reasonable  return.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  the  expense  was  more  than  it 
ought  to  have  been,  as  we  cannot  say  until  we 
see  the  return. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  not  at  liberty  to  refer  to  that  notice  of  mo* 
tion,  which,  being  on  the  Order  Paper,  cannot 
be  discussed  till  it  is  called  on. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  will  not  refer  to  it.  Sir, 
more  than  to  say  that  similar  returns  have  been 
given  by  the  Government  during  previous  Par- 
liaments. And  I  am  going  to  read  one  to  the 
House.  I  find  in  H.-60,  Session  II.,  1891,  oage 
60,  a  detailed  return  of  the  expenses  of  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Australian  Federation  Conference — 
a  return  on  the  same  lines  as  the  one  I  asked 
for:— 
Individual  expenses —  £   s.    d. 

Captain  Russell  ..  ..  20  18  8 
Sir  George  Grey  ..  ..  44  7  3 
Sir  H.  A.  Atkinson  . .      25    2    8 

Joint  expenses — 
Sir  H.  A.  Atkinson    and 

Captain  Russell  ..     228    4  10 

Secretary  (allowance  and 

expenses)  ..         ..     109    8    8 

Printing  reports  ..  ..  165  8  4 
Papers  supplied    .  •         . .        6  17    6 


Total 


£600    7  11 


Captain  Russell,  £187  3s.  Id. ;  Sir  H.  A.  Atkin- 
son, £187  3s.  Id.  The  present  Government 
gave  this  return.  The  individual  expenses  in 
connection  with  the  two  members  who  attended 
that  Conference— outside  of  Sir  George  Grey, 
who  must  have  paid  the  bulk  of  his  own  ex- 
penses—were £187.  The  present  Government 
were  quite  satisfied  to  give  that  return,  and 
had  it  laid  on  the  table,  and  surely,  following  on 
the  lines  they  adopted  in  1891,  they  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  give  us  the  information  we  require. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  refused  then  to  give  de- 
tails, and  we  refuse  now. 

Mr.  MOORE.— The  details  I  have  given,  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  is  prepared  to  give 
similar  details  I  shall  be  quite  satisfied  with 
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them.  I  do  not  mean  neoeBsarily  to  tay  he 
has  been  at  all  extravagant*  but  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  we  have  a  right  to  know 
how  the  money  has  been  spent.  The  £600  for 
three  gentlemen  who  were  some  time  away  on 
the  Australian  Conference  seems  to  compare 
favourably  with  this  £618  for  one  man  to  attend 
the  Hobart  Conference.  Then,  I  have  a  word 
or  two  to  say  in  reference  to  a  reply  given  to 
my  question  the  other  day  in  reference  to  the 
appointment  of  a  valuer.  I  have  not,  as  I 
said,  a  single  word  to  say  against  the  gentle- 
man appointed,  who  is  a  very  honourable 
gentleman,  and  quite  capable  of  doing  the 
work.  The  Minister  pointed  out  that  I  over- 
stated the  amount  paid  to  him  by  £10— not  a 
very  large  sum 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Can  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refer  to  this  question,  Mr.  Speaker  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man cannot  bring  up  a  matter  that  was  dis- 
posed of  the  other  day. 

Mr.  MOORE.— Then,  I  must  take  some  other 
opportunity  of  bringing  it  under  the  notice  of 
the  House.  There  is  another  matter  I  wish  to 
efer  to.  When  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man addressed  the  electors  at  Kaiapoi,  a  day  or 
two  before  the  occasion  of  the  special  train 
to  which  I  have  referred,  he  took  great  credit 
to  himself  and  his  colleagues  for  passing  the 
Female  Franchise  Bill.  I  had,  fortunately,  to 
follow  him  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  and  I  gave 
my  version  of  the  matter ;  and  I  said,  as  I  do 
now,  that  he  took  to  himself  a  credit  which  he 
did  not  deserve.  The  credit  is  due  to  another 
gentleman  who  is  not  now  a  member  of 
this  House.  He  has  stated,  when  this  matter 
was  brought  up  through  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Hutchison,  which  was  inserted  in  one  of 
the  local  newspapers,  that  he  would  not  have 
dared  to  do  what.was  suggested 

Mr.  SEDDON^p^The  honourable  gentleman 
is  now  referring  to  a  statement  of  mine  in  de- 
bate in  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
must  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate  of  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  MOORE— WeU,  I  will  refer  to  a  state- 
ment he  made  at  Feilding  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  in  1898,  after  the  Bill  passed.  He 
said,— 

"With  regard. to  women's  franchise,  there 
had  been  a  lot  said  and  written  which  had  not 
the  slightest  foundation.  When  the  late  Mr. 
Ballance  pledged  his  word  to  make  the  Bill  a 
Government  measure  he  was  bound  to  redeem 
that  pledge." 

His  interest  in  the  Bill  was  evidently  owing 
to  the  fact  that  his  predecessor  had  given  a 
pledge  in  the  matter — not  that  he  had  honest 
convictions  on  the  matter  himself,  but  that  it 
might  appear  to  the  country  that  he  intended 
to  carry  out  what  his  predecessor  pledged  him- 
self to.    But  he  went  on  further,  and  said, — 

"Had  he  not  wished  it  to  become  law  he 
would  have  advised  the  Governor  to  withhold 
his  signature,  and  thus  delayed  the  assent." 

So  this  leads  one  to  believe  that  there  must 
he  some  truth  in  the  statement  contained  in 
Mr,  Moor$ 


the  letter  of  Mr.  Hutchison,  which  the  Pientier 
has  denied  as  being  a  miaconception  on  Mr. 
Hutchison's  part.  However,  this  is  only  lol- 
lowing  on  the  statements  which  have  been 
made  throughout  the  oountry  by  those  in  the 
House  who  watched  the  proceedings  in  ooDsec- 
tion  with  this  matter.  It  was  the  power  be- 
hind the  Throne  whioh  eompelled  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  to  carry  the  measure  through. 
If  the  honourable  member  oould  have  stopped 
the  Bill  by  any  fair  means  he  would  have  done 
so.  I  would  not  have  brought  up  this  matter 
this  afternoon  except  for  the  fact  that  the 
honourable  member  was  good  enough  to  pay 
my  district  a  visit  in  order  to  assist  my  op- 
ponent, and  he  then  made  statements  on  the 
Sublio  platform  that  he  and  his  Government 
eserved  the  credit  for  passing  this  particular 
measure.  I  have  laid  these  matters  before  the 
House  and  before  the  honourable  gentleman 
now  that  we  are  face  to  face. 

Mr.  CARSON.- 1  think  it  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted  that  there  has  been  so  much  time 
taken  up  this  afternoon  in  this  debate.  But  I 
want  to  know  who  is  responsible?  Is  it  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  or  is  it  the  Pre- 
mier ?  I  think  the  Premier  must  expect  that 
he  will  have  such  debates  as  this  if  he  declines 
to  put  the  House  in  possession  of  that  infor- 
mation which  it  has  a  right  to  demand.  I  have 
heard  the  Premier  say  in  this  House  that 
he  declined  to  give  information  beoanse  it  might 
be  used  against  him.  How  could  information 
be  used  against«him  unless  it  was  information 
in  regard  to  a  transaction  which  should  not 
have  taken  place  ?  The  objection  urged  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands  against  giving  information 
with  regard  to  the  travelling-expenses  of  Minis- 
ters was  that  such  information  was  asked  to- 
be  set  out  in  quarterly  periods,  and  might 
therefore  tell  badly  against  the  Government 
How  could  it  tell  badly  against  them?  If 
the  expenses  were  legitimate,  the  information 
would  not  tell  against  Ministers.  So  with 
regard  to  the  other  questions  raised.  Ministers 
complain  about  charges  made  in  the  House, 
and  say  that  those  charges  have  not  been  sub- 
stantiated. What  this  side  of  the  House  has 
waited  for  has  been  information,  and  the 
answer  of  Ministers  ought  to  have  been  to  lay 
that  information  on  the  table.  Ministers  oould 
then  have  said,  **  There  are  the  facts,  which 
cannot  be  controverted.  What  can  yon  make- 
out  of  them  ?  "  But  when  Ministers  keep  the 
information  under  lock  and  key  they  most 
expect  that  there  will  be  suspicion  following 
on  the  darkness  which  covers  all  these  trans- 
actions. The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  laughs. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  like  to  see  yoa 
show  so  much  feeling. 

Mr.  CARSON.— I  have  no  feeling  against 
the  Premier.  I  want  to  assist  him.  It  seems 
to  me  as  simple  as  A  B  C  that  if  the  Minister 
had  been  open-handed  and  haA  anticipated 
these  requests  for  information,  if  he  had  saJd, 
"  Here  are  the  facts,"  he  would  have  closed  the 
mouths  of  honourable  members  who  aie  ask- 
ing for  information  on  many  points.  I  coo- 
I  mend  it  to  the  honourable  member  that  he 
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should  deal  more  openly  with  the  House,  and 
he  woold  thoB  aave  a  ffieat  deal  of  this  loss  of 
time. 

Mr.  MONK.~In  reference  to  details  of  ex- 
penditore  incurred  by  Ministers,  I  would  just 
like  to  call  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier's 
attention  to  this  fact;  that  he  himself  has 
furnished  a  bad  example  in  that,  unsolicited,  he 
gave  the  details  of  the  food  and  drink  consumed 
during  a  trip  made  by  members  of  a  former 
Administration,  and  I  think  it  was  not  alto- 
gether consistent  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  state,  as  he  did  a  little  while  ago,  that  he 
objected  to  details  being  given.  But  he  himself 
set  that  example,  even  to  sumptuary  items, 
and  I  was  shocked  at  it.  This  gives  me 
an  opportuntiy  of  bringing  another  matter 
before  the  attention  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman.  It  is  with  reference  to  the 
land  valuations.  On  the  estimates  there  is 
a  sum  of  nearly  £40,000  for  valuing  the 
lands  of  the  colony,  and  I  wish  to  assure  this 
House  that  those  valuations  will  prove  com- 
paratively worthless.  The  valuations  are  un- 
reliable, because  the  valuing  staff  throughout 
the  colony  is  sandwiched  with  men  who  are 
mcapable  of  performing  the  duties  in  a  reliable 
manner,  and  the  blame  will  rest  upon  the 
present  Administration  unless  they  take  the 
trouble  to  investigate  the  matter  and  prove  to 
the  House  who  are  the  parties  that  should  be 
censured.  If  the  blame  does  not  rest  with  the 
Government  it  rests  with  the  chief  officers  of 
the  Land-tax  Department,  who  had  to  do  with 
the  making  of  the  appointments.  I  know  in- 
stances of  thoroughly  capable  and  respectable 
men  who  tendered  for  districts,  and  who  were 
the  lowest  tenderers.  These  were  promised 
appointments,  but  instead  of  that,  the  appoint- 
ments were  given  to  men  of  inferior  ability,  and 
they  got  a  higher  rate  of  remuneration  than 
that  Mked  by  the  better  men.  This  is  a  very 
serious  matter.  I  do  not  speak  on  this  ques- 
tion with  any  wish  to  captiously  throw  any 
blame  on  the  Government.  I  am  simply 
stating  the  facts,  and  it  is  for  them,  by 
granting  the  returns  asked  for,  to  disprove 
them.  I  do  not  wish,  from  my  position  in 
this  House,  to  stigmatize  any  of  our  oitisens ; 
but  I  do  say  this,  and  it  is  notorious:  that  a 
large  number  of  persons  have  received  appoint- 
ments to  value  land  who  are  incapable  of  pro- 
perly performing  that  work,  and  the  valuations, 
when  furnished  to  the  country  at  such  a  great 
«ost,  will  be  utterly  unreliable,  because  they 
are  interspersed  with  too  many  haphazard  in- 
stances. And  this  is  a  very  serious  thing.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  or  his  colleague — 
I  do  not  remember  which— made  the  assertion, 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced  providing  for 
these  valuations,  that  they  would  be  reliable, 
that  they  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
local  bodies,  and  for  guidance  in  operations 
under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act ;  while  I 
olaim  that  a  large  number  of  these  valuations 
will  be  proved  to  be  so  valueless  that  they  will 
throw  discredit  upon  the  entire  expenditure  of 
neariy  £40,000. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.^I  do  not  intend  to  continue 


this  debate,  because  I  recognise  that  Imprest 
Supply  Bills  should  not  be  delayed.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  Premier  when  the  despatches 
dealing  with  the  question  of  precedence  will  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  think^in  fact,  I 
feel  quite  sure — that  the  despatch  has  yet  been 
replied  to.  When  the  reply  comes  I  will  have 
no  hesitation  in  placing  it  before  Parliament. 
I  must  express  my  surprise  that  a  prolonged 
debate  should  have  taken  place  upon  the 
second  reading  of  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill. 
Having  such  a  debate  as  has  taken  place  this 
afternoon  is  absolutely  unprecedented.  I  must 
say  that  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  and  those 
who  as  a  rule  are  with  them,  and  agree  to 
proper  party  discipline,  have  taken  no  part 
whatever  in  it.  But  we  shall  not  be  here  for 
all  time  ;  there  will  be  others  on  these  benches, 
and  I  regret  to  see  a  departure  taking  place 
which  wiU  have  the  effect  of  Imprest  Supply 
Bills  being  treated  as  ordinary  Supply,  and  that 
Supply  Bills  should  be  taken  as  an  opportunity 
for  ventilating  grievances. 

-  ^  Mr.  ROLLBSTON.— Quite  right. 
^•"-  Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  says  **  Quite  right."  I 
challenge  him,  with  his  experience  as  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  to  give  me  a  case  where  an  Im- 
prest Supply  Bill  is  treated  as  ordinary  Supply, 
and  an  opportunity  has  been  taken  for  venti- 
lating grievances  upon  it. 

Mr.  MONK. — You  have  done  it  yourself. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  on  an  Imprest  Supply. 
I  say  that  in  Committee  you  can  ask  for  in- 
formation with  regard  to  the  moneys,  and  as 
to  what  they  are  for :  that  is  quite  legitimate. 
However,  the  departure  has  taken  place,  and  I 
am  now  called  upon  to  reply  to  what  hais  been 
said.  I  would  first  meet  the  case  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata.  In 
the  first  place,  the  return  complained  of  as 
supplied  by  me  was  given  because  a  member 
opposed  to  the  Government  had  asked  for  a 
return — that  I  should  give  the  details  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  myself  and  our  party 
when  travelling  through  the  King-country. 
Charges,  of  course,  had  been  made  against  us, 
and  it  was  when  they  asked  for  that  that  I  set 
off  against  that  a  return  showing  in  detail  the 
expenses  of  our  predecessors  when  they  were 
going  through  the  King-country. 

Mr.  MONK.— Two  blacks  do  not  make  a 
white. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — The  honourable  member 
might  say  there  was  a  wrong  done  on  the 
part  of  the  Opposition  in  asking  for  the  return, 
and  that  because  of  the  wrong  being  done  we 
did  wrong  in  giving  the  second  return.  I  say 
at  once,  with  great  diffidence,  that  I  do  not 
myself  believe  it  was  the  correct  thing  to  do. 
I  tell  you  that  I  have  refrained  from  doing  it 
since  I  have  been  on  these  benches,  and  that 
I  shall  refrain  from  doing  it.  I  think  we  should 
have  sufficient  confidence  in  Ministers  not  to 
pry  into  these  paltry  details,  and  that  to  do  so 
is  not  consistent  with  our  dignity  as  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  Coming  to  the  question  of 
valuers,  I  may  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
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I  was  away  at  the  time,  bat  that  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  aooept  the  fullest  responsibility, 
because  I  have  every  oonfidenoe  in  my  col- 
leagnes.  After  my  return  I  made  inquiries  of 
the  officer  we  have  at  the  head  of  the  depajrt- 
ment  (Mr.  McGowan),  in  whom  I  have  the 
greatest  confidence,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the 
greatest  care  was  exercised. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.  —  There  is  something 
wrong  somewhere. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— Well,  as  I  say,  mistakes  will 
be  made  no  matter  how  careful  you  may  be,  but 
that  should  not  be  brought  as  a  charge  against 
us,  as  it  is,  at  a  time  like  this,  intercepting 
Supply.  For  my  own  part,  I  say  at  once  that 
very  great  care  was  toJEcn,  and  I  believe,  not- 
withstanding what  the  honourable  member 
said,  that  we  shall  have  an  efficient  valuation. 
And  I  may  tell  you  this :  that  it  has  not  been  a 
question  of  **  colour,"  because  the  great  majority 
of  those  who  have  been  appointed  are  opposed  to 
the  present  Government.  Thatis  clear,  so  that 
if  there  has  been  a  question  of  "colour,"  influ- 
ence must  have  been  brought  to  bear  from  the 
other  side.  If  the  majority  are  of  the  **  wrong 
colour,"  and  there  was  political  influence,  the 
inference  is  clear  that  it  must  have  come  from 
the  Opposition  side.  But  I  do  not  think  there 
has  been  anything  at  all  political  in  it,  and  I 
believe  that  we  have  a  number  of  very  good 
men  employed,  and,  at  all  events,  I  trust 
things  will  prove  to  be  very  much  better  than 
the  honourable  gentleman  anticipates. 

Mr.  BOLLABD.— Why  did  you  not  give  Mr. 
McGowan  a  free  hand  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Bollard  asks  why  we 
did  not  give  the  Valuer- General  a  free  hand. 
Here  is  a  case  in  point.  Mr.  Thompson  and 
Mr.  Gadman  used  their  influence  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  honourable  member's  son, 
and  he  says,  **  Why  did  yon  not  give  the  Ghief 
Valuer  a  free  hand  ?  "  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  if  we  make  inquiries  we  shall  find  the 
Chief  Vainer  had  a  free  hand,  and  that  he  was 
quite  satisfied  to  make  that  particular  appoint- 
ment. If  the  honourable  gentleman  knows 
better,  and  says  that  the  Ghief  Valuer  objected 
to  his  sen  being  appointed,  then  I  at  once  say 
that  my  colleagues  did  a  very  wrong  and  repre- 
hensible thing ;  however,  if  the  son  turns  out 
to  be  as  good  a  valuer  as  his  father  there  would 
not  be  much  of  a  mistake  made.  I  come  now  to 
the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawera.  That  honourable  member  for- 
gets the  return  that  was  made  in  respect  of 
these  New  Plymouth  debenture-holders.  He 
read  a  communication  in  which  they  say  they 
never  threatened  that  they  would  "boycott" 
New  Zealand  securities,  or  interfere  with  our 
financial  operations.  Here  is  a  letter,  dated  the 
28th  September,  1894,  which  says,— 

"The  committee  wish  to  reiterate  their 
extreme  regret  that  they  should  be  compelled, 
in  the  defence  of  the  interests  they  have  been 
called  upon  to  protect,  to  take  steps  in  the 
direction  of  opposing  the  quotation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  contemplated  new  loan." 

I  see  the    committee  reiterated  the  threat 
they  had  made  as  to  what  they  would  do  unless 
Mr,  Seddon 


the  Government  of  New  Zealand  agreed  t» 
arbitrate  upon  their  claim  to  place  the  900,000 
acres  of  confiscated  land  back  within  tiie 
rating  area.  I  say  the  honourable  member 
has  time  after  time  brought  that  matter  before 
the  House.  Following  up  that,  this  was  what 
was  said  by  Sir  John  Lubbock :  "  That,  unless 
the  Government  conceded  their  demands  under 
this  guarantee,  they  would  stop  the  quotation 
of  New  Zealand  loans  on  the  Stock  Exchange.'* 
That  was  a  threat  to  stop  the  quotation  of  the 
loans,  or,  to  use  a  word  that  was  well  under- 
stood, to  "  boycott "  the  New  2jealand  finan- 
cial operations.  There  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  these  threats  had  been  made 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  At  all  events^ 
I  ihink  the  Government  were  bound  to  take 
up  this  position :  that  our  credit  in  the 
world  could  not  and  should  not  be  put  upon 
such  a  footing  that  any  committee  oould  take 
upon  themselves  to  stop  the  quotations  of  our 
loans,  or  use  their  power  to  prevent  new  loans 
being  floated  satisfactorily.  I  say  we  oould 
not  admit  that  any  person  or  oorporation  or 
committee  could  do  a  thing  of  that  kind.  If  it 
did,  where  was  it  going  to  end?  I  say  that 
when,  as  it  were,  they  placed  a  revolver  at  our 
heads  there  was  only  one  course  open,  and  that 
was  to  take  a  proper  stand  and  let  them  do 
their  worst.  The  Government  of  the  eolony 
have  done  no  wrong.  We  were  not  pledged  in 
any  way  as  security.  On  the  face  of  every  de- 
benture they  were  told  clearly  and  distinctly 
that  the  colony  was  in  no  way  responsible. 
Then,  we  come  to  the  other  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion— namely,  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  had 
promised  this  arbitration;  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  that  promise,  the  committee  had 
refrained  from  using  the  "  boycott " — had  re* 
frained  from  carrying  out  the  threat  they  had 
made.  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  they  hsbd  no 
right  to  make  that  threat ;  and  secondly,  there 
was  no  reason  whatever  for  making  the  accusa- 
tion against  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  who 
had  strongly  recommended  his  colleagues  to  sub- 
mit the  matter  to  arbitration.  When  at  Home 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  met  this  commit- 
tee ;  they  asked  him  that  the  matter  shonld 
be  submitted  to  arbitration,  and  he  had  pro- 
mised to  use  his  infiuence  to  have  this  agreed  to. 
He  felt  sure  that  if  we  went  to  arbitration  we 
would  come  out  on  top ;  in  other  words,  that 
the  award  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  communicated  this  view  to  his 
colleagues.  I  held  other  views.  I  held  that 
the  effect  of  submitting  it  to  arbitration  waa 
waiving  what  was  on  the  face  of  each  deben- 
ture ;  and,  if  we  allow  one  class  of  debenture- 
holders  to  go  to  arbitration,  I  would  ask.  Where 
are  we  to  stop  ?  If  one  body  of  bondholden 
would  venture  to  say  that,  unless  the  Govern- 
ment acceded  to  their  demands,  they  would 
stop  the  quotation  of  the  New  Zealand  loans 
on  the  Stock  Exchange,  where  was  it  to  stop  ?^ 
But  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  asked  that  we 
should  wait  until  he  came  back  to  the  colony 
and  submitted  the  thing  to  the  Cabinet,  the 
reply  was,  "Very  well."  Now,  I  think  that 
was  fair.    Although  I  held  strong  views  on  the 
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siAiler,  I  thought  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to 
await  hie  retam,  and  when  he  had  placed  the 
Cabinet  in  poeaession  of  his  knowledge  the 
matter  waa  decided  againat  him.  I  contend, 
then,  that  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders,  or 
the  committee,  have  no  right  to  question  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer's  honour  in  the  matter 
at  all.  He  carried  out  all  he  promised,  and  he 
did  all  he  could  to  get  the  arbitration  agreed 
to;  but  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated  hia  col- 
leagues did  not  aee  it  in  the  aame  way.  It 
ia  wrong,  then,  for  this  matter  to  be  used 
against  him,  and  it  ia  not  correct  to  aay  there 
are  other  communications  that  put  a  different 
light  on  it.  Sir,  I  deny  that  there  are  other 
communications  that  would  put  a  different 
light  on  it.  I  have  now  stated  the  whole 
operation.  Sir,  and  I  hope  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawera  will  not  again  think  there 
waa  anything  wrong  on  the  part  of  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer.  Then,  the  honourable 
member  forgets  this  fact:  He  has  said  we 
have  bought  a  large  amount  of  Native  lands. 
I  may  aay  other  communications  have  taken 
place,  but  we  have  adhered  to  our  first  deci- 
sion— that  the  Government  are  not  respon- 
aible ;  that  we  have  done  nothing  wrong ;  and 
that  we  are  within  our  rights  in  withdrawing 
the  area.  We  said,  *'  We  will  take  you  on  your 
own  grounds — that  is,  the  position  of  your  se- 
curitiea."  They  aaid  their  securities  were 
injured ;  and  we  said,  too,  that  if  a  return  was 
prepared  showing  the  number  of  acres  of  land 
bought  by  the  colony  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
cash  of  the  colony,  it  would  be  seen  that  we 
had  given  more  back  within  that  rateable 
area  than  would  have  been  the  case  if  the 
200,000  acres  had  never  been  withdrawn. 
Then,  it  had  to  be  remembered  that  the  New 
Plymouth  Harbour  Board  has  had  25  per  cent. 
of  those  proceeds  going  into  their  coffers  for 
years,  and  I  believe  that  if  we  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Board's  claim  to  that  money  the  25 
per  cent,  would  not  be  allowed  to  them.  But 
they  have  had  the  money  for  some  time,  it  has 
gone  to  the  benefit  of  the  bondholders ;  and  it 
has  improved  their  securities.  I  suppose  that 
to-day  the^  stand  £6  or  £7  over  par,  and  why 
should  this  House  be  everlastingly  troubled 
with  the  matter  ?  I  will  tell  the  House  the 
answer  to  the  question.  It  is  not  the  New  Ply- 
month  bondholders,  or  the  position  of  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer,  or  the  honour  of  the  colony 
that  causes  the  matter  to  come  before  us  time 
after  time  ;  it  is  because  the  honourable  mem- 
ber knows  that  there  ia  a  large  body  of  rate- 
payers whom  he  represents  who  pay  the  rate  ; 
and  he  knows,  further,  that  if  he  could  get  the 
rate  reduced  it  would  be  to  his  benefit.  That 
is  why  there  is  trouble  over  these  communica- 
tions, and  that  is  what  is  at  the  bottom  of 
the  whole  thing.  I  wish  to  make  this  state- 
ment now  to  finally  close  the  thing,  I  hope,  for 
ever.  Sir,  shall  I  tell  you  this :  In  one  com- 
munication it  is  said,  in  effect,  **  Your  Premier 
has  been  here;  he  said  when  in  London  he 
would  be  seen  in  reference  to  this  matter;  but, 
flklthough  he  has  been  in  London  for  some  time, 
he  has  never  asked  us  whether  we  will  see  him 


in  reference  to  the  question."  Just  imagine 
your  Premier,  the  Premier  of  New  Zealand^ 
running  about  London  asking  for  the  chairman, 
or  the  secretary,  or  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders.  Oh, 
no ;  the  position  I  took  up  waa  a  dignified  and 
proper  one.  I  looked  on  it  that,  if  anyone  wanted 
to  aee  the  head  of  the  colony  of  New  Zealand 
and  the  xepresentatives  of  its  people,  an  inter- 
view muat  be  asked  for,  and  a  time  and  proper 
circumstances  fixed  for  it.  It  waa  under  circum- 
stances like  that  that  I,  as  the  head  of  a  people 
who  were  high  in  intelligence  and  a  people  who 
were  coming  forward,  must  be  seen.  It  waa 
certainly  not  my  place  to  run  after  the  bond- 
holders or  anybody  else ;  but  if  any  of  them 
had  wanted  to  see  me  I  would  have  met  them. 
However,  they  did  not  communicate  with  me. 
I  would  also  like  to  tell  the  honourable  mem- 
ber that  while  at  Home  I  met  a  gentleman 
who  waa  much  interested  in  the  matter — Sir 
John  Lubbock  —  of  whom  I  have  the  highest 
opinion,  and  who  was  really  a  friend  of  the 
colony,  and  from  whom,  after  the  last  com- 
munication had  been  sent  Home  on  the 
subject,  I  have  heard  nothing  in  reply.  Sir, 
I  was  often  in  his  company.  I  travelled 
with  him  on  one  occasion,  and  from  the 
time  I  landed  in  London  to  the  time  I 
came  away  he  never  mentioned  a  word  to  me 
about  the  New  Plymouth  bondholders — not  a 
single  word  was  said  about  them.  Now,  if  the 
question  was  a  burning  one  with  the  com- 
mittee or  the  shareholders,  Sir  John  Lubbock 
would  have  been  the  first  to  say  to  me,  **  Mr. 
Seddon,  there  is  some  little  explanation  neces- 
sary in  reference  to  this  matter,"  and  I  would 
have  been  frank  with  him  and  met  him  in  that 
spirit.  I  can  only  come  to  one  conduaioo^ 
then,  on  the  matter,  audi  think  I  have  put. the 
cap  on  the  right  head  when  I  aay  it  ia  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.--Why  did  you  not  carry 
out  your  promiae  made  in  this  House  before 
you  left  for  London  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  made  no  promiae.  I  aaid 
I  would  do  my  beat  to  represent  the  colony  in 
a  creditable  meuiner,  and  that  is  what  I  did. 
In  answer  to  the  matter  raised  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUeamere,  I  wish  to  tell  him 
that  the  reason  for  the  footnote  is  that  there 
had  been  some  communication  between  the 
Auditor- General  and  the  Warden .  The  Warden 
holds  that  he  cannot  give  the  certificate  asked  for. 
I  believe  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the 
Law  Officers,  who  uphold  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  Warden.  The  returns  had  been  certified 
to  by  the  Beceiver  of  Bevenue,  but  not  by  the 
Warden.  The  Auditor-General  says  they  should 
be  signed  by  the  Warden,  and  this  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  addition  of  the  footnote.  I  do 
not  think  it  should  be  there  at  all.  The  law  ia 
in  favour  of  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Warden,  and  I  think  that  without  an  alteration 
of  the  law  it  was  unnecessary  to  have  the  foot- 
note to  this. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Will  you  lay  the  correspond* 
ence  before  the  House  ? 
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Mr.  SBDDON.— How  do  yon  know  there  is 
any  oorrespondenoe  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Yon  said  there  was. 

Mr.  SEDDON.>~I  did  not.  I  said  there  was 
some  oommunioation  aa  hetween  the  Warden 
and  the  Auditor-General.  Then,  Sir,  I  would 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  respect  of  what  was 
said  hy  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura. 
I  wish  to  say  that  we  have  not  kept  back  any 
return.  If  we  could  give  this  return  in  such 
a  way  aa  not  to  unfairly  prejudice  the  Govern- 
ment we  should  give  it.  But  from  the  way  in 
which  returns  are  asked  for,  with  no  explana- 
tion whatever,  it  would  prejudice  the  Govern- 
ment. And  they  are  asked  for  in  that  way,  and 
asked  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  is  why  we  have  not  been  able  to 
oomplv  with  the  requests  made.  We  will  now 
take  the  printing  of  these  rolls.  There  were 
some  tenders  lower  than  those  accepted.  Why  ? 
In  the  first  instance,  we  could  not  have  got 
them  in  time.  There  would  have  been  a  danger 
of  not  getting  the  rolls  in  time  for  the  election, 
and  then  what  would  have  been  the  result? 
Upon  whom  would  the  blame  fall  ?  It  would 
have  fallen  upon  the  Government.  Then,  there 
are  other  reasons.  Honourable  members  said 
that  tenders  were  much  lower  than  the 
minimum;  well,  that  is  quite  true.  Some 
of  the  tenders  were  so  low  that  it  would  have 
been  used  against  the  Government  on  these 
benches  if  we  had  accepted  those  tenders.  An 
honourable  member  said  that  in  some  districts 
we  accepted  a  lower  price  than  in  others. 
Well,  a  limit  could  not  be  fixed  for  one  dis- 
trict that  would  apply  in  other  districts.  In 
some  places  printing  is  much  dearer  than  in 
others,  and  there  your  minimum  must  be 
higher  than  in  other  places,  as  the  case  may 
be. 

Mr.  LANG.— What  is  the  difference  in  the 
cost  of  printing  between  Wanganui  and  Hamil- 
ton? 

Mr.  SB D DON.— I  cannot  be  expected  to 
master  all  these  details  and  give  them  when 
called  upon  as  I  am  now.  You  do  not  infer  for 
a  moment  that  there  was  anything  corrupt,  or 
that  Mr.  Carroll,  who  had  charge  of  the  printing 
of  the  rolls,  would  act  wrongly  to  the  colony  ? 
I  do  not  think  that  for  a  moment.  I  say  you 
must  have  your  reason  in  every  case,  and, 
if  you  want  that  in  every  case  where  there 
is  a  difference,  you  would  have  Ministers  to 
state  the  reason,  why  this  tender  was  accepted 
instead  of  that,  and  soand-so,  and  upon  that 
you  would  say,  '*  Have  you  any  further  informa- 
tion to  give  ?  "  The  proper  thing  is  to  have  that 
threshed  out  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  You  had 
it  threshed  out  two  years  ago,  you  had  it 
threshed  out  last  session,  and  you  want  to  have 
It  threshed  out  now  again.  If  you  bring  that  up 
as  a  standing  grievance  that  is  your  business. 
Then,  as  regards  Ministers'  travelling-expenses, 
the  return  asked  was  to  be  given  quarterly.    To 

S've  them  quarterly  would  certainly  place  some 
inisters  in  one  position  as  against  other 
Ministers,  and  it  would  be  placing  us  in  a 
"Wrong  position  before  the  country;  and.  Sir, 
it  was  intended  for  that  purpose.     Then,   I 


want  to  know  whether,  during  all  the  yean 
this  Parliament  has  been  in  existence,  any 
other  Government  has  been  asked  to  give  iM 
returns  quarterly  ?    It  has  never  been  asked— 
never  been  given.    You  have  a  right,  without 
asking  at  all,  to   have  the  annual  travelling- 
expenses  of  Ministers  placed  upon  the  table, 
and   any  one  member  who   asks  for  it  shall 
have  the    return    within    twenty-four    hoars. 
The  usual  annual  return  we  will  not  keep  back. 
There  is  annually  £1,000  allowed,  and  as  long 
as  Ministers  have  kept  reasonably  within  the 
limit  allowed  by  Parliament,  whether  it  is  all 
spent  in  three  months  or  six   months,   it  is 
no  concern  of   Parliament.     It  is  a  question 
whether  or   not  the  travelliDg-expensee  ha^e 
been  exceeded,  and  I  am  prepared  to  give  you 
the  annual  return.    I  now  come  to  the  releaiied 
prisoners.     Our  only  reason   for   not    giving 
that  return  is  a  humane  one.     These  men 
are  now  free  men  in  the  colony;    we  do  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  have  their  names 
placed  in  parliamentary  papers,  and  be  posted 
all  through  the   countW.     That  is  the  only 
reason  the  Government  have  for  not  giving  the 
return.    We  know  that  sometimes  when  a  man 
gets  out  of  gaol  the  police  watch  him  and  dog 
him,  and  the  result  is  inevitable  ;  they  get  him 
back  again.    When  you  give  him  a  chance,  let 
him  have  a  chance,  and  not  poet  his  name  on 
the  table  of  this  House.    There  is  only  one 
man  in  whose  case  we  thought  it  would  be  a 
kind  tbinff  that  he  should  be  given  a  little 
hope ;  he  had  only  a  month  to  serve ;  he  would 
have  been  out  a  month  after  he  was  liberated 
on  account  of    his  good   conduct  and  other 
things.    That  man  is  one  of  them. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— A  gaol-bird. 
Mr.  SBDDON. — There  is  nothing  in  a  name. 
That  which  we  call  a  rose  by  any  other  name 
would  smell  as  sweet ;  and  so  would  the  bcmour- 
able  member  for  Patea.     We  now  oome  to 
Rowlands.    He  had  served  over  twelve  years 
and  a  half.    I  believe  there  is  some  reason  for 
believing  that,  with  the  evidence  obtunable, 
the  case  is  not  so  black  as  it  was  at  the  time 
of  the  trial.    Other  countries  released  a  large 
number  of    prisoners    during    Jubilee    time. 
This    colony  did    what   other    colonies    did, 
and  there  is  no  question  of  "colour."    The 
recommendations   came    from    the    hes^   of 
the    department.     The    Ministers  considered 
them.      Some   they   struck  out  as  not  being 
deserving,    and    on    no    other   acoonnt.    and 
they   asked     the    Acting-Gk>vemor    to    grant 
the    relief    that    has    been    given.       Under 
these  circumstances  I  do  think  it  is  going  too 
far  to  have  those  names  placed  on  the  parlia- 
mentary records.    That  is  the  only  reason  why 
the  Gk)vemment  would  not  give   the   return. 
As  regards  other  motions,  I  may  say  this :  that 
the  unopposed  returns  require  to    be    under- 
stood by  members,  particularly  new  members. 
When  we  do  not  oppose  returns  they  are  given 
without  comment.    If  Ministers  wished  to  give 
explanations,  probably  some  returns  might  be 
given  with  an  explanation ;  but  the  coarse  we 
take  is  to  ask  members  to  come  to  us,  and  we 
will  deal  with  them  in  that  way.    If  the  honour- 
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-ftble  member  for  Kftiapoi  wants  nothing  but  the 
mm,  he  has  got  it  already  on  the  estimates — 
iB518.  As  regatds  the  woman  franchise  charge 
levelled  against  me,  what  I  said  at  Feilding  was 
absolutely  correct.  I  said  that  Mr  Ballance 
had  given  his  promise  for  that  measure  ;  and, 
writh  respect  to  any  honour  for  that  measure, 
that  honour  belongs  to  Mrs.  Ballanoe,  the  wife 
of  our  late  chief.  Mrs.  Ballance  is  amongst 
the  women  most  entitled  to  the  honour  of 
•ffiving  to  the  women  of  this  country  the  fran- 
ohise. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  I  only  desire  to 
add  that  those  matters  which  I  brought  up  this 
afternoon,  and  which  the  Minister  of  Lands 
seemed  to  think  were  all  that  I  had  to  urge 
by  way  of  complaint  against  the  Government, 
were  a  few  samples— only  a  few— of  the  bulk 
of  censure  against  the  Government.  I  do  not 
propose  to  say  any  more  on  this  occasion. 
Other  opportunities  will,  no  doubt,  present 
themselves  for  ventilating  further  grievances. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  had  to  reply  to  four  or  five 
speakers.  If  I  did  not  reply  to  what  was  said 
I  should  have  been  accused  of  having  no  reply 
to  make,  and  of  having  been  guilty  of  dis- 
oourtesy.  That  was  my  only  reason  for  speak- 
ing. And  now  I  wish  to  add  a  few  remarks 
to  what  I  said  in  respect  to  the  women's 
franchise. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— This  is  no  matter  in 
reply.    I  did  not  mention  women's  franchise. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
can  refer  to  all  that  has  been  said  on  the  Bill 
at  its  previous  stages. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.- 1  vnll  not  take  up  more  than 
a  minute  or  two.  I  wish  to  put  it  clear,  so 
that  the  question  may  not  come  up  again.  I 
say  that  Sir  John  Hall  was  the  mo^ng  spirit — 
he  had  brought  in  a  private  Bill— and  there 
were  with  him  some  ladies  in  Canterbury.  At 
the  time  Mr.  Ballance  agreed  to  take  up  the 
Bill ;  and  I  say  that  the  women  of  this  country 
are  deeply  indebted  to  Mrs.  Ballance  for  that 
Bill  being  gone  on  with  and  being  made  a 
Government  Bill.  When  the  promise  had  been 
made  by  the  late  Premier  I  considered  we  were 
in  honour  bound  to  carry  out  his  pledge,  and 
we  carried  it  out.  As  to  what  I  said  at  Feild- 
ing, I  wish  to  say — so  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  may  never  again  challenge 
me  over  it— there  had  been  an  agitation  for  me 
to  advise  the  Governor  to  send  it  Home  for  Her 
Majesty's  assent,  and  by  that  means  delay  it 
and  afford  the  chance  of  its  being  stopped. 
That  is  why  I  said  in  my  speech  at  Feilding 
if  I  had  wanted  to  cause  delay  I  had  the  power 
in  my  own  bands.  I  did  not  do  so.  I  at  once 
sent  it  to  His  Excellency,  and  it  became  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  it  was  passed  by  myself 
and  my  colleagues.  Whatever  credit  there 
may  be  for  passing  it  must  come  to  the  Liberal 
party  and  the  Seddon  Ministry,  but  as  to  the 
promotion  of  it,  a  great  deal  of  credit  should 
be  given  to  Sir  John  Hall  and  the  ladies  who 


helped  him,  and  Mrs.  Ballanoe,  who  urged  it 
being  taken  up  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  MOORE.— You  stated  at  Greytown  that 
had  yon  wished  to  delay  the  Bill  you  would 
not  have  sent  it  on  for  the  Governor's  assent. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  point  was  as  to  refusal  to  send  on  the  Bill 
to  the  Gk>vernor  when  it  came  from  the  two 
Houses.  That  would  be  unconstitutional,  and 
no  Minister  with  any  self-respect  would  dare 
to  do  such  a  thing ;  but  it  could  have  been  sent 
on,  and  at  the  same  time  the  recommenda- 
tion made  that  it  should  be  reserved  for  Her 
Majesty's  assent. 

Mr.  MOORE.— That  is  putting  a  different 
application  of  it  altogether. 

6ill  read  a  third  time. 

COLONEL  POX. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  desire,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  to  lay  on  the  table  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Harman  in  reference  to  the  Lee-Mitford  rifles, 
a  letter  from  the  Agent- General  on  the  same 
subject,  and  a  report  by  the  late  Commander 
of  the  Forces  recommending  the  purchase  of 
the  Martini- Henry  rifles.  I  now  desire  to  say 
that,  in  answer  to  an  interjection  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  as  to 
giving  a  free  hand  to  the  present  Commander 
of  the  Forces,  I  replied  that  the  late  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  was  given  a  free  hand, 
with  the  result  that  we  had  a  rifle  which  now,  I 
was  told,  was  obsolete.  That  was  in  effect  what 
I  said.  My  remark  only  applied  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  small-arm  with  which  the  Forces  of 
the  colony  were  armed,  and  I  had  no  intention 
whatever  to  imply  for  one  moment  that  the 
late  Commander  of  the  Forces  had  a  free  hand 
in  respect  to  the  Forces ;  because  it  is  well 
known  he  had  not,  for  he  recommended  that  we 
should  have  a  permanent  paid  Force,  and  he 
had  not  a  free  hand.  But  with  respect  to  arm- 
ing the  Forces  of  the  colony  with  rifles,  it  was 
done  solely  on  bis  advice,  and  he  gives  his 
reason  here  in  this  paper,  which  I  think,  under 
the  circumstances,  I  am  justified  in  laying  on 
the  table. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  say  to  what  extent  the  late  Commander  of 
the  Forces  had  a  free  hand,  but  I  am  strongly 
under  the  impression  that  in  the  purchase  of 
rifles  he  had  not  a  free  hand — that  is  to  say,  he 
was  not  allowed  to  do  what  he  thought  proper 
in  the  matter.  He  was  controlled  materially 
in  the  amount  of  money  afforded  to  him  for  the 
purchase  of  rifles,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  in  whatever  he  recommended  he  was  con- 
trolled entirely  by  the  Minister  of  Defence,  and 
in  no  essential  can  he  be  said  to  have  had  a 
free  hand  in  any  way  whatsoever.  Of  course, 
I  am  speaking  without  the  papers. 

Mr.  ROLLBSTON.— I  think,  Sir,  we  should 
have  the  report  read,  because,  before  we  can 
d^ouss  the  question  of  whether  the  late  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  had  a  free  hand  or  not,  I 
should  like  to  see  what  he  says. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  think  it  is  very  unfair  that 
the  Government  should  prevent  private  mem- 
bers from  going  into  the  local  Bills,  and  I  think 
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this  matter  shoald  be  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. I  move,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.'I  quite  agree  to  that  course. 
I  did  Dob  think  there  would  be  any  debate  at  all 
upon  the  matter,  but  simply  for  the  information 
of  honourable  members  I  was  going  to  read 
the  report.  I  do  not  wish  unduly  to  encroach 
on  the  time  of  honourable  members. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  motion  is,  that  the 
debate  be  now  adjourned,  and  there  can  be  no 
further  disoussion  on  the  main  question  until 
that  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— In  what  position  will 
those  papers  be  in  the  meantime  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.-— The  matter  will  come  up 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.—Will  the  documents  be 
open  to  the  Press  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Debate  adjourned. 

INVERCARGILL  PUBLIC  OFFICES  SITE 
BILL. 
Mr.  KELLY  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  this  Bill.  In  1875  an  Apt  was 
passed  entitled  **The  Inyeroargill  Public  Offices 
Site  Act,"  and  clauses  5  and  6  of  the  original 
Ace  debarred  the  Inveroargill  Athenaaum  Com- 
mittee from  building  to  their  boundary-line. 
He  might  state  that  the  reason  for  this  was  a 
very  simple  one — namely,  in  case  of  it  being 
found  necessary  to  extend  the  Inveroargill 
Post-office  in  the  direction  of  Esk  Street, 
which  would  have  made  clauses  5  and  6  of 
the  original  Act  necessary  to  prevent  the 
blocking-up  of  the  light  necessary  for  that 
extension.  He  might  state  that  aU  necessity 
for  the  original  Act  was  quite  done  away  with 
owing  to  the  post-office  being  completed ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  any  further  addition  being  re- 
quired in  the  future,  it  would  not  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Inveroargill  Atheneaum.  The  Bill, 
as  introduced,  had  been  before  the  Looal 
Bills  Committee,  who  recommended  that  it  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  any  alteration.  About 
a  week  or  nine  days  ago  he  applied  to  the  Post- 
master-Oeneral  for  formal  consent  to  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill,  seeing  that  the  postal  authorities 
were  more  or  less  interested  in  the  matter. 
That  consent  had  not  yet  been  given,  but  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  Premier  would  give  his 
consent  to-night.  Now,  as  to  the  necessity 
for  this  Bill,  he  might  explain  that  the  Inver- 
oargill Athenieum  Committee  had  for  some  con- 
siderable time  found  themselves  at  a  disadvan- 
tage, owing  to  the  want  of  space  in  the  reading- 
room,  and  it  was  with  a  view  to  providing  ac- 
commodation for  subscribers  generally  that  they 
now  asked  that  the  clause  prohibiting  them 
building  to  their  boundary-line  be  rescinded. 
He  hoped  honourable  members  would  consent 
to  the  passing  of  this  measure,  as  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  sub- 
scribers of  the  Inveroargill  Athenaeum.  It  was 
a  purely  local  matter,  and  had  no  political 
significance  whatever;  and  he  bad  no  doubt 
(hat  honourable  members  would  consent  to 
Sir  R.  Stout 


the  passing  of  the  Bill  without  ameDdmeai. 
He  now  moved  the  seoond  reading. 
Bill  read  a  seoond  time. 

OTAGO  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
Mr.  MILLAR,  in  rising  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  would  be  neoeesaiy 
for  him  to  make  some  slight  explanation  to 
honourable  members.    The  Bill  itself  only  con- 
tained in  reality  one  clause,  the  remainder  of  the 
Bill  being  a  recital.    Now,  the  Otago  Harbour 
Board  had  for  some  years  been  carrying  oa 
extensive  works,  and  now  found  these  worb 
too  great  for  them  to  complete  out  of  revenue. 
There  was  a  small  sum  of  money  lying  there 
practically  tied  up,  and  thev  aakeid  the  Houae 
to  give  them  permission  to  deal  with  it  for  this 
purpose.    It  would  be  necessary,  to  explain  the 
finauoial  position  to  honourable  members,  to  go 
through  the  different  loans  which  the  Harbour 
Board  have  had.    In  the  year  1874  they  were 
granted  power  to  borrow  £250,000,  in  1880  they 
borrowed  £100,000,  and  in  the  year  1882  they 
borrowed  £200,000.    These  loans  were  all  bor- 
rowed at  6  per  cent.,  and  they  were   drawing 
loans.    In  the  year  1884   they  had  a  consoli- 
dating Act  which  gave  them  power  to  borrow 
£699,000.    Of  this  £150,000  was  ear-marked  for 
the  works  in  the  harbour,  and  had  all  been 
spent,  and  the  balance  of  that  was  to  he  kept 
for  the  purpose  of  converting  those  loans  pre- 
viously borrowed  under  these  Acts.     Up  till  the 
present  time  they  had  of  that  £699,000  raised 
£893,800,  and  as  the  debentures  fell  due  they 
issued  new  debentures  and  redeemed  the  old 
ones,  leaving  them  a  balance  at  the  present 
time  of    £805,200  unissued.      Now,  the  total 
amount  they  required  to  draw  to  oonvert  the 
whole  of  the  old  loan  was  £298,600,  leaving  a 
balance  of  £11,600.    Now,  this  £11,600  had  been 
kept  in  hand  for  the  purpose — or,  rather,  it 
was  expected  it  would  be  required  for  the  pur- 
pose— of  paying  bonuses  on  the  conversion  of 
the  loan.    The  Board  had,  up  to  the  yeaj  1896, 
to  pay  for  all  the  conversion;  but  since  that 
date,  instead  of  having  to  pay,  the  debentures 
were  selling  at  a  premium  of  from  6  to  9  per 
cent.,  and  the  Harbour  Board  did  not  see  any 
necessity  for  this  money  being  any  longer  tied 
up  for  that  purpose.      As  far  as  they  oould 
see,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  it.    The 
debentures  that   had   been   converted    up   to 
the  present  time  amounted  to  £118,000,  and 
on   them  bonuses  amounting  to  £3,518   had 
been  paid.    Then,  as  some  honourable  mem- 
bers   might    think   for   a   moment    that    by 
doing    this   they    were    going   to   lessen   the 
value  of  the  security,  he  might  say  that  was 
not  the  case  in  any  shape  or  form,  because  the 
revenue  of  this  Board  had  been  steadily  in- 
creasing.   Last  year  the  balance-sheet  showed 
they  had  spent  over  £8,000  on  improvements 
out  of  revenue,  and  the  estimates  for  nine 
months  of  this  year  showed  a  surplus  of  £5,000 
over  last  year.    The  rentals  were  steadily  in- 
creasing also.    The  Board  had  power  to  levy  a 
charge  up  to  5s.  a  ton,  but  that  amount  had 
never  been  levied  on  anything  excepting  on  the 
most  valuable  class  of  imports.    The  rates  of 
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Sb.  and  3b.  a  ton  only  were  charged.  He  might 
point  out  to  honourably  membezs  that  there 
was  a  slight  disorepaney  in  the  recital.  In 
the  first  part  of  the  recital  it  said  that 
£141,700  had  been  applied  to  repayment, 
leaving  a  balance  of  £91,100  still  owing.  If 
honourable  members  added  these  two  amounts 
.  together  they  would  find  there  was  a  discre- 
pancy of  £17,200 :  that  was  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  that  amount  had  been  paid  off 
prior  to  1886.  The  Local  Bills  Committee  had 
their  attention  drawn  to  the  fact,  but  the  ex- 
planation was  given  that  the  £17,200  was  paid 
from  other  funds,  and  they  were  not  part  of  the 
moneys  raised  under  the  1884  Act.  The  Bill 
was  very  short,  and  the  money  was  required  for 
the  purpose  of  improvements  to  the  harbour. 
It  was  estimated  that  the  work  would  cost 
£90,000,  and  the  Board  proposed  to  find  part  of 
the  money  out  of  revenue.  This  work  would 
be  a  permanent  improvement,  and  would 
thereby  add  to  the  value  of  the  securities  of 
the  debenture-holders.  He  moved  the  second 
reading. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  surprised  to  see  in 
the  preamble  to  this  Bill  that  the  amount  bor- 
rowed in  various  sums  amounted  to  £893,800, 
and  he  wished  the  honourable  member  could 
assure  the  House  that  that  was  the  total 
amount  of  borrowing  by  the  Otago  Harbour 
Board ;  but  he  should  imagine  it  was  a  sum 
oonsiderably  in  excess  of  that  amount.  Un- 
fortunately, he  had  not  had  time  to  look  up 
the  amount,  but  he  thought  the  Otago  Harbour 
Board  had  been  borrowing  at  a  very  rapid  rate, 
or,  if  not  at  a  very  rapid  rate,  that  it  had  in- 
ourxed  an  enormous  liaoility.  He  thought  the 
House  ought  to  be  informed  as  to  whether  the 
sum  set  out  in  the  preamble — £398,800 — was 
the  total  amount. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  amount  was  bor- 
rowed under  the  Act  of  1884,  not  local  borrow- 
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[r.  MILLAR  said  the  total  borrowing  autho- 
rised was  £699,000,  as  set  out  in  the  Bill. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  what  he 
vranted  to  draw  attention  to.  It  appeared  to 
him  they  must  be  extremely  careful  in  allowing 
this  Board  to  continue  incurring  further  liabili- 
ties. Unfortunately,  the  result  of  the  borrow- 
ing of  most  of  the  other  Harbour  Boards  in 
New  Zealand  had  been  that  their  finance  was 
in  a  most  embarrassed  condition —with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  or  two.  He  spoke  from  his  own 
experience  when  he  stated  that  the  Har- 
bour Boards  throughout  New  Zealand  had 
been  borrowing  money — according  to  his  ideas, 
at  any  rate — in  the  most  reckless  possible 
flMnner.  There  was  scarcely  a  Harbour  Board 
which  was  not  financially  embarrassed.  In 
saoh  districts  where  rates  were  secured  upon 
the  surrounding  country  no  doubt  the  security 
was  sound;  but  in  the  other  districts,  where 
the  loans  were  secured  simply  upon  the  dues 
which  were  levied  in  these  harbours,  or  upon 
the  endowments  created  in  the  vicinity  of 
those  towns,  he  ventured  to  predict  the  day 
would  come  when  they  would  have  verv  serious 
difficulty    in    paying    their    way    unless    the 


Oeneral  Government  of  this  colony  came  to^ 
their  rescue.  He  might  be  told  that  that 
was  a  pessimistic  view  to  take  of  the  position 
of  the  Harbour  Boards,  but,  though  it  was  easy 
to  make  an  accusation  of  pessimism  against 
any  particular  member,  the  facts  went  to 
show  that  there  was  very  great  difficulty  in 
maintaining  the  harbours  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  were  supposed  to  be  left  when 
their  building  was-  completed;  whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  were  continual  and 
recurrmg  difficulties  to  be  faced,  whether 
due  to  the  travelling  shingle,  inferior  work- 
manship, or  bad  design.  These  difficulties 
affected  almost  every  harbour,  and  did  direct 
injury  to  the  trade  of  the  ports,  and  was  causing 
them  to  accumulate  large  debts.  The  whole 
history  of  shipbuilding  at  the  present  time  went 
to  show  that  larger  vessels,  and  of  greater 
power,  were  continually  being  launched  from 
the  shipbuilding  yards,  with  the  inevitable 
result  of  centralising  the  trade  in  those  centres 
where  a  natural  harbour  existed,  and  was  not 
required  to  be  assisted  by  art  at  enormous 
expense,  or  where  art  had  been  brought  in 
to  assist  nature  at  moderate  cost.  Where  the 
harbour  had  been  made,  and  enormous  debto 
had  been  incurred  in  the  making  of  it,  the 
inevitable  result  of  borrowing  money  lavishly 
was  to  bring  about  such  a  condition  of  port 
charges  that  trade  would  be  driven  from  arti- 
ficial harbours  to  those  harbours  that  nature 
had  provided  with  a  natural  anchorage,  or 
where  it  was  possible  to  build  wharves  at  a 
minimum  cost.  It  might  be  said  that  these 
remarks  were  not  Apropos  to  the  Bill,  but  there 
was  a  tendency  in  every  instance  to  further 
increase  the  liability  of  Harbour  Boards,  and, 
though  the  amount  involved  in  this  Bill  was 
really  a  small  one,  still  it  all  went  in  the 
same  direction  of  taking  money  from  reserve 
funds  to  expend  it  on  what  they  called 
harbour  improvements.  He  ventured  to  hope 
the  country  would  wake  up  to  the  fact  that 
endeavouring  to  counteract  the  great  forces 
of  nature  and  create  harbours  where  nature 
never  intended  they  should  be  created  was 
ruinous,  and  until  the  trade  was  such  as  to 
justify  such  a  proceeding  they  were  only 
placing  themselves  in  a  verv  serious  position 
by  aut^orisiug  heavy  debts  being  thrust  upon 
the  ratepayers  which  the  community  could  not 
afford  to  pay. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  entirely  in  accord  with 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  respect  to 
urging  the  greatest  care  in  granting  extended 
borrowing -powers  to  Harbour  Boards.  This 
question  had  really  a  national  bearing,  because, 
in  the  case  of  some  of  their  Harbour  Boards, 
the  present  charges  were  so  high  that  it  was  a 
handicap  to  the  producer.  When  discussing 
the  question  of  freights  in  London,  he  had  had 
a  list  given  to  him  showing  the  various  charges, 

g  Q  and  when  they  looked  at  these  charges 
*  *  it  would  be  seen  how  high  they  were ; 
and  if  you  increased  the  expenditure  there 
must  be  naturally  an  increase  in  the  charges, 
which  militated  against  the  producers,  for  it  de- 
creased the  value  of  their  land  and  took  so  much 
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•ofi  what  Ihey  received  for  their  prodaoe.  They 
should  within  legitimate  limits  keep  down  the 
expenditure,  heoauee  if  they  granted  increased 
borrowing  -  powers  it  meant  the  increase  of 
wharfage  rates,  with  the  result,  as  he  said,  that 
it  was  detrimental  to  the  producers  and  to  the 
/Colony.  Take  the  different  harbours  here. 
For  wharfage  at  Lyttelton  the  charge  was 
Is.  6d. ;  Wellington,  2s.  inwards,  and  Is.  out- 
wards;  Dunedin,  Ss.,  48.,  58.  imports,  and 
Is.  3d.,  Is.  6d.,  and  2b.  3d.  exports ;  Auckland, 
2s.  exports.  Is.  imports ;  Timaru,  2s. ;  Oamaru, 
2s. ;  Napier,  38.  9d.  exports,  28.  6d.  imports  by 
measurement.  He  would  weary  the  House  if  he 
gave  all  the  different  classifications ;  but  they 
were  very  hiffh  in  some  instances,  and  in  others 
very  reasonaole.  He  was  told  in  respect  to  this 
particular  Bill  that  it  would  not  be  a  means  of 
increasing  the  amounts  to  be  paid — ^that  the 
way  it  was  financed,  and  by  the  powers  asked, 
relief  would  probably  be  given  in  that  direction. 
But  he  thought  the  House  should  be  satisfied, 
before  any  of  these  Bills  were  agreed  to,  that 
^hey  were  not  running  the  risk  of  being  party 
to  Harbour  Boards  of  necessity— owing  to  the 
increased  powers  given — increasing  the  charges 
on  vessels  coming  to  the  ports. 

An  Hon.  Member. — How  can  you  help  it  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  they  stopped  the  bor- 
rowing-powers, and  the  Boards  did  not  get  the 
money,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  them 
to  increase  the  charges ;  but  if  they  gave  them 
undue  borrowing -powers  it  meant  increased 
charges,  with  the  result  that,  as  products  only 
brought  a  certain  price  in  the  markets,  the 
difference  was  deducted  from  the  producers. 
Every  producer  who  was  served  by  the  Har- 
bour Board  had  as  much  interest  in  this  aa 
the  Board  or  those  connected  with  harbour 
matters.  It  was  a  national  matter,  not  a 
local  one  at  all,  and  they  ought  to  be  careful. 
He  would  not  object  to  the  Bill.  He  under- 
stood it  would  render  no  increased  charges 
necessary,  and,  by  the  financing,  absolute  relief 
would  be  given.  But  he  thought  the  House 
should  demand  that  they  should  not  be  hasty 
in  dealing  with  Bills  of  this  character,  and  they 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
•€k>mmittee.  He  would  approve  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill ;  but  afterwards — as  with  all 
similar  BUIb — he  would  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  so  that  a 
decision  might  be  given  which  would  be  in  the 
true  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said,  in  reply  to  the  Premier 
.and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  if  this  was  a 
borrowing  Bill  he  could  understand  their  atti- 
tude. Bat  power  had  already  been  given  to 
the  Board  to  borrow  £699,000,  and  they  had 
borrowed  it  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  All 
this  Bill  asked  was  this :  The  original  Bill  only 
gave  power  to  spend  £150,000  for  harbour- 
works;  the  balance  was  to  pay  off  old  loans 
amounting  to  £582,800.  For  the  purpose  of 
doing  that  a  certain  amount  of  money  more 
than  was  required  was  asked  for,  the  Board 
thinking  that  a  certain  amount  was  required 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  conversion,  and  that 
^they  would  be  expected  to  pay  a  bonus  for 
Mr.  Seddon 


conversion.  They  had  had  to  pay  each  a 
bonus  up  to  the  year  1896,  but  since  then 
they  had  to  pay  one  no  longer,  and  all  the 
Harbour  Board  asked  was  to  be  allowed 
to  spend  the  £11,000  which  they  had  in  hand 
for  a  purpose  which  no  longer  existed,  on 
harbour  improvements — a  highly  neoecsary 
work.  If  this  were  a  borrowing  Bill  it  onght  to  . 
go  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  Bat  the 
Bill  did  not  make  a  bit  of  differenoe  to  the 
Board  as  far  as  the  debt  was  concerned. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh,  yes  I 

Mr.  MILLAR.— In  what  way  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  £11,000  was  now  at 
interest;  if  it  was  spent  they  would  loee  the 
interest. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  it  was  not  earning  any, 
because  many  of  the  debentures  v^ere  not 
yet  issued.  If  the  Bill  were  not  passed  it 
would  mean  that  they  could  not  go  on  with 
necessary  works.  He  would  show  how  it 
would  work  as  regards  the  producer.  If 
the  Board  were  not  allowed  to  do  Uue  work 
it  meant  that  ships  could  not  come  ap  except 
at  high  water,  and  every  hour  they  were  kept 
outside  meant  increased  expenditure  and  con- 
sequent  increased  freights,  because  the  oaigo 
could  not  be  sent  away  to  any  port  where  the 
freight  was  cheaper.  In  connection  vrith  the 
charges,  it  could  not  affect  them.  The  Board 
already  had  power  to  increase  the  oharges  to 
5s.  if  required,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  did 
not  think  they  charged  5s.  on  anything  but 
the  highest  class  of  goods,  such  as  jewellery 
and  silks,  which  could  well  afford  to  pay  them. 
If  he  were  to  agree  to  the  Bill  going  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  he  did  not  think 
there  would  be  much  chance  of  its  being  passed 
this  session.  He  thought  he  had  now  deaily 
explained  that  the  Bill  did  not  give  increaaed 
borrowing-powers,  and  he  moved  its  second 
reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  committed 
that  day  week, 

Mr.  WASON  asked,  was  the  Premier  not 
going  to  refer  it  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  after  the  explanation 
given  by  the  mover  that  they  were  only  asking 
power  to  divert  the  £11,000  from  another  pur- 
pose, and  they  had  not  raised  the  money  on 
debentures  to  the  full  extent,  his  argument 
would  not  apply. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WESTPORT  HARBOUR  BOARD  LOAN 
BILL. 

Mr.  0*REGAN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  was  with  reluctance  he 
obtruded  upon  the  time  of  honourable  members 
who  had  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper.  Neverthe- 
less, he  thought  this  Bill  was  of  such  import- 
ance that  it  deserved  a  brief  explanation.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  Mr.  Napier  Bell  in  con- 
nection with  the  Westport  Harbour.  It  would 
be  remembered  that  last  year  a  Bill  was  passed 
giving  the  Westport  Harbour  Board  increaaed 
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borrowiog-powen  to  the  extent  of  £60,000. 
He  might  say  that  in  the  original  draft 
Bill  the  amount  proposed  to  be  borrowed 
wm  £100,000;  but  the  then  member  for 
the  distriot  had  deemed  it  neoessary  to  re- 
dnoe  the  amount  by  half.  Siooe  then,  owing 
to  the  rapid  increase  of  the  trade  of  the 
port,  it  haid  been  found  absolutely  neoessaiy 
to  ask  the  House  to  increase  the  borrowing- 
powers,  chiefly  to  remedy  the  want  of  ao- 
oommodation  for  foreign  vessels,  and  also  to 
provide  additional  rolling-stock.  Although  the 
amount  raised  under  last  year's  Bill  had  not 
yei  been  expended,  the  Board  had  works  under 
way  for  which  the  unexpended  balance  would 
be  required.  Mr.  Napiet  Bell,  in  his  report, 
pablisned  in  May  of  last  year,  said, — 

**  The  position  of  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board  is  one  of  the  soundest  in  the  colonies, 
in  spite  of  the  immense  expenditure  on  break- 
waters and  internal  works,  which  often 
strangles  the  trade  of  a  port.  The  revenues 
of  Westport  have  always  kept  ahead  of  the 
eharges  for  works  at  an  increasing  rate ;  and, 
if  the  export  of  coal  should  be  doubled,  as 
there  is  every  prospect  that  it  will  be  in  a  short 
time,  the  revenues  will  be  most  flourishing, 
even  under  the  increased  burden  of  interest- 
ohazges  which  the  Board  now  seeks  to  impose 
on  itself  for  the  neoessary  development  of  the 
growing  trade  of  the  port." 
*  Then  followed  Mr.  Bell's  estimate,  in  which 
he  oflJonlated  that  the  additional  amount  re- 
quired would  be  £100,000;  and  he  further 
predicted  that  in  a  few  years  the  Board's 
annual  revenue  would  be  £62,900,  and  the  ex- 
penditure under  £81,000,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
over  £32,000.  Honourable  members  might  not 
unnaturally  think  that  this  proposed  increase 
to  the  indebtedness  of  the  Board  would  neces- 
sarily increase  the  annual  interest-charge 
against  the  Board's  revenue  ;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  should  the  House  pass  this  Bill  the 
charges  would  be  £2,000  less  than  hitherto :  and 
he  would  explain  the  reason.  Under  the  Act 
of  last  year  £50,000  was  raised,  and  the  Board 
iflsned  short-dated  debentures  for  that  sum, 
falling  due  on  the  1st  January,  1898.  The 
reason  for  that  was  that  on  that  date  an- 
other loan  of  £860,000  would  fall  due,  on 
whioh  the  Board  had  been  paying  interest  at 
the  rate  of  5  per  cent.  The  object  of  the 
lloard  was  to  consolidate  these  two  loans,  and 
to  get  them  renewed  at  a  reduced  rate  of 
intmst.  The  Board  had  succeeded  in  this, 
and  had  obtained  the  consolidation  of  these 
two  loans,  and  had  i  them  renewed  for  five 
years  at  4  per  cent.,  which  meant  an  annual 
Mving  of  £4,000.  A  further  sum  of  £50,000  at 
4  per  cent,  would  mean  £2,000  per  annum,  but 
the  Board  would  still  be  paymg  £2,000  less 
than  hitherto,  and  hence  the  House  could 
■ee  that  the  total  interest- charge  would  be 
reduced.  To  give  the  House  an  idea  of  how 
the  trade  of  Westport  had  increased  during 
the  last  few  years,  he  might  point  out  that 
the  coal-output  in  1886  was  119,779  tons, 
and  in  1896  it  was  262,804  tons,  while  the 
estimated  ootput  lor  the  onrrent  year  was 


800,000  tons.  It  would  thus  be  seen  that  at  the 
end  of  the  present  year  the  output  of  coal 
would  be  three  times  what  it  was  eleven  years 
ago.  The  average  output  since  1886  had  been 
212,000  tons.  The  average  depth  of  water  in 
1888  was  from  8  ft.  to  10  ft.,  and  the  average 
depth  at  the  present  time  was  from  26  ft.  to  28  ft. 
The  Board's  revenue  in  1886  was  only  £8,000 ; 
and  the  revenue  last  year  was  £84,355.  That 
included  a  surplus  carried  from  the  previous 
year  of  £7,580 ;  but  still  the  actual  revenue  for 
the  year  was  £26,825,  or  more  than  three  times 
as  much  as  in  1886.  The  revenue  for  the  first 
seven  months  of  the  present  year  had  been  veiy 
nearly  £26,000;  and,  although  there  was  a 
falling-off  naturally  with  the  approach  of 
summer  in  the  output  of  coal,  it  was  esti- 
mated that  at  the  end  of  the  present  year 
the  revenue  of  the  Board  would  be  £85,000, 
although  he  himself  was  convinced  that  that 
estimate  would  be  exceeded.  He  might  add 
that  that  estimate  did  not  include  the  surplus 
carried  forward  at  the  end  of  last  year.  The 
Board's  expenditure  last  year  was  £28,000,  and 
it  had  carried  forward  a  surplus  of  more  than 
£7,000.  It  would  thus  be  seen  that  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  Board  was  such  that  the 
House  need  have  no  misgivings  in  passing  this 
Bill.  The  harbour-accommodation  was. quite 
incommensurate  with  the  growing  trade  of  the 
port.  On  one  day  recently  there  had  been 
nine  steamers  and  three  foreign  sailing-ships 
in  the  harbour  taking  in  coal,  the  re- 
sult being  that  the  wharf  •  accommodation 
of  the  port  was  taxed  to  the  very  utmost. 
Of  course,  the  Board  had  constructed  new 
wharves,  but  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  trade 
of  the  pors  made  sill  further  accommodation 
absolutely  indispensable.  For  that  reason  the 
Board  was  obliged  to  ask  the  House  for  in- 
creased borrowing-powers.  He  did  not  propose 
to  weary  the  House  with  a  long  speech  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he  would  be 

S leased  to  answer    any  criticism  which  the 
ebate  might  evoke.    He  begged  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Captain  BUSSELL  hoped  this  Bill,  at  any 
rate,  would  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  He  had  listened  with  extreme 
pleasure  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  He  gathered  that  the  more  money  vou 
borrowed  the  richer  you  became,  and  the  less 
interest  you  had  to  pay.  That  was  a  happy 
state  of  things  which  at  his  time  of  life  ne 
seldom  found  true.  Young  and  enthusiastio 
men  like  the  honourable  member — if  he  might 
venture  to  say  so  —  usually  held  the  former 
view  ;  but  when  a  man  got  older  he  found  chat 
his  views  became  less  sanguine.  The  honour- 
able member  told  the  House  that  this  Bill 
was  to  complete  the  recommendations  of  Mr. 
Napier  Bell.  There  were  few  engineers  for 
whom  he  had  greater  respect  than  he  had  for 
Mr.  Napier  Bell ;  but,  if  he  might  venture  to 
put  forward  such  a  heretical  doctrine,  he  did 
not  place  implicit  trust  in  any  engineers  at  all. 
When  engineers  were  employed  to  report  upon 
a  work — why,  he  ventured  to  say,  if  they  were 
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Mked  if  it  was  poflsible  to  make  a  railway  to 
the  moon,  they  would  say  there  was  no  in- 
superable obstacle — that  it  was  only  a  qaestion 
of  money — that  engineering  skill  would  over- 
come every  difficulty  if  sufficient  capital  was 
forthcoming,  and  that,  no  doubt,  with  time  and 
sufficient  money  a  railway  would  be  running 
to  the  moon  in  due  course.  In  1884,  when 
the  House  sanctioned  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board  borrowing  £500,000,  there  was,  he  be- 
lieved, first-rate  engineering  talent  obtained, 
and  that  first-rate  engineering  talent  said  that 
£500,000  would  make  the  Westport  Harbour  a 
complete  success,  and  that  that  expenditure 
would  give  the  accommodation  sumcient  for 
all  the  trade  which  would  come  there.  And 
yet  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  this 
Bill  told  them  that  the  wharf-accommodation 
was  utterly  insufficient  for  the  trade  of  the 
iK>rt,  though  not  only  had  the  original  £500,000 
been  expended,  but  power  had  been  granted 
to  raise  an  additional  £50,000  last  year  for  the 
further  improvement  of  this  harbour,  and  now 
a  further  £50,000  was  demanded. 

Mr.  0*REGAN.  — It  should  have  been 
£100,000. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 

gentleman  said  it  should  have  been  £100,000; 
nt  at  what  rate  were  they  travelling  ?  Were 
they  to  grant  £50,000  a  year  to  this  harbour? 
It  would  seem  they  were  in  danger  of  this.  The 
trade  of  the  port,  they  were  told,  was  increas- 
ing with  extreme  rapidity.  £550,000  had  been 
borrowed  and  had  proved  utterly  insufficient 
for  the  requirements,  and  if  the  trade  of  the 
port  doubled  within  the  next  year  or  so,  as  he 
understood  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say 
was  probable,  how  was  money  to  be  found 
to  make  this  harbour  efficient?  Borrowing- 
powers  at  a  terribly-increased  rate  must  be 
granted,  and  ultimately  the  colony  would  be 
responsible.  He  had  listened  carefully  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  tiiought  he  had 
failed  to  prove  any  particular  reason  why  the 
borrowing  of  this  money  should  be  sanc- 
tioned. He  had  told  them  that  there  was 
OS  ft.  of  water  on  the  bar,  but  he  had  not 
told  them  the  nature  of  the  seas  on  the  bar, 
and  whether  they  could  get  a  vessel  drawing 
20  ft.  into  the  river  in  ordinary  weather.  With 
reference  to  the  rolling-stock  that  was  wanted, 
unfortunately  he  could  not  allude  to  a  previous 
debate,  but  they  had  heard  outside  that  some 
of  the  coal  companies  which  were  to  export 
ooal  from  Westport  were  unable  at  the  present 
time  to  meet  the  imdertaking  they  had  entered 
into  only  a  short  time  ago  in  connection  with  the 
railways.  They  were  to  pay  for  any  deficiency 
that  occurred  m  connection  with  the  running 
of  the  railways  which  carried  the  coal  down  to 
the  harbour,  and  had  been  utterly  unable  to 
fulfil  this  engagement  which  they  had  entered 
into.  One  of  the  mines  had  been  obliged  to 
be  closed,  and  he  had  heard,  also,  that  the  coal 
bad  not  proved,  in  that  particular  mine,  to 
be  of  the  quality  which  it  was  supposed  to 
be.  In  this  connection,  too,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  for  the  foreign  market  it 
was  utterly  useless  to  send  any  but  the 
Captain  Rua»M 


first  quality  of  cofJ-— that  was,  with  any  hop 
of  creating  a  foreign  trade.  He  perceived  m 
the  Bill  that  part  of  the  money  was  to  be  used 
for  providing  rolling-stock  and  additional  rail- 
way facilities  for  the  Westnort-Mokthinui  Rail- 
way— the  very  railway  which  they  were  told 
could  not  at  present  pay :  at  loast,  some  of  the 
mines  which  were  served  by  it  could  not  do  se. 

Mr.  0'REGAN.~Not  at  all. 

Gaptam  RUSSELL  did  think  the  matter  wis 
of  very  grave  moment  to  the  colony,  and  that 
they  should  consider  well  before  they  granted 
unlimited  powers  of  borrowing  to  Hiarbonr 
Boards.  He  thought  it  would  be  well  if  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  would  give  them  some  lead  in 
connection  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Send  it  to  the  Pablio  Ac- 
counts Committee. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought  it  would  be  well 
if,  before  that  was  done,  the  Premier  wouU 
give  his  opinion  as  to  any  necessity  for  the 
loan.  Was  the  Board  to  go  on  bocrowing  per- 
petually ?  He  had  this  matter  very  keenly  in 
his  mind,  because  he  lived  in  a  district  when 
they  had  started  with  the  assumption  that 
they  would  be  able  to  make  a  very  fine  harbour 
for  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money,  and, 
though  they  had  already  expended  half  a 
million  of  money,  he  was  sorry  to  say  the  har- 
bour at  the  present  time  was  very  far  from 
being  anything  like  as  good  a  one  as  they  wsn 
told  they  were  going  to  get  for  a  quarter  of  a' 
million.  With  sufficient  money  a  harbour  could 
be  made  anywhere ;  but  this  was  no  langhii^ 
matter— this  endless  borrowing  and  borrowing 
to  create  harbours  where  nature  had  not 
intended  there  should  be  harbours  could  have 
but  one  effect,  and  that  was  the  effect  of 
crippling  the  very  ports  which  it  waa  their 
object  to  create.  When  he  was  a  yoang  man 
he  resided  in  the  southern  parts  of  Kngland, 
and  there,  at  Hythe,  was  a  large  shingly  flat 
where  the  soldiers  were  trained  in  musketry. 
He  had  read  that  they  had  there  come  aoiuas 
a  Viking  ship  buried  in  the  shingle  about  a 
mile  from  the  present  line  of  die  English 
Channel.  It  might  be  the  same  with  the 
Westport  Harbour— that  the  work  would  have 
to  be  carried  further  year  after  year  out  into 
the  Pacific,  until  there  was  a  long  nanow 
channel  that  the  BuUer  River  would  have  to 
fiow  through  on  its  way  to  the  ocean,  and  the 
cost  of  the  work  might  prove  the  destmction  of 
the  coal  trade.  He  thought  they  ought  to  be 
very  careful  how  they  sanctioned  any  further 
loan. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  tl^s  was  a  matter  that 
had  been  carefully  gone  into  by  the  Govem- 
ment  before  it  had  come  to  the  House.  Tbm 
members  representing  the  district  had  aaked 
the  Government  not  to  object  to  the  paiwing 
of  this  measure,  and  the  Government  had 
insisted  upon  the  financial  position  being  eaie- 
fully  gone  into.  It  would  be  within  the  re- 
collection of  honourable  members  that  they 
had  given  power  to  the  different  Harbonr 
Boards  and  local  authorities  to  convert  their 
loans.  It  so  happened  that  the  loans  of 
the    Westport   Harbour   Board   were  shortly 
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falling  in,  and  the  question  had  to  be  oon- 
eidered,  as  the  public  departments  were  the 
landers,  whether  the  loans  should  be  renewed, 
•or  whether,  under  the  law,  the  Board  would 
seek  and  obtain  the  money  elsewhere.  As  the 
rate  of  interest  had  fallen  oonsiderably,  and  the 
department  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  its 
money  out,  it  was  thought  that  4  percent,  would 
be  a  fair  return  to  get  now,  and  they  had  agreed 
to  renew  at  4  per  cent.  The  Boa^d  therefore 
would  save  1  per  oent.,  so  that  after  the  Bill  had 
passed  the  charge  upon  the  resources  of  the 
Board  would  be  no  greater  than  now  —  indeed, 
not  so  great.  That  being  the  case,  there  would 
be  no  necessity  for  them  to  raise  the  charges  on 
vessels  going  to  the  port  for  coal.  He  might  also 
say  that  the  Board  had  to  find  capital  for 
rolling-stock,  and  the  increase  in  the  coal 
trade  at  Westport  was  such  that  additional 
rolling-stock  was  required;  and,  if  the  Board 
was  not  to  borrow,  the  GoTemment  would  have 
to  borrow  and  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the 
•oolony  for  the  same  purposes  as  some  of  this 
money  would  be  used  for.  Under  these  oircum- 
stanoes  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  object 
to  the  Bill  being  brought  forward ;  but  it  was 
their  duty  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  to  see 
that  other  members  of  the  House  as  well  as 
the  Qovemment  shwred  the  responsibility. 
The  case  was,  he  thought,  a  very  good  ooe, 
and  if  the  matter  was  put  before  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  he  did  not  think  they 
would  have  any  hesitation  in  recommending 
the  passing  of  the  Bill.  He  might  also  say 
there  ought  to  be  up-to-date  appliances  at  all 
our  coal  ports.  He  agreed  with  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  that  one  of  the  greatest  curses 
they  had  had  in  the  country  had  been  incom- 
petent engineers.  Even  at  Westport  itself 
they  had  staiths  there  stuck  up  in  the  air,  and 
the  coal,  which  was  a  softish  coal,  was  raised 
in  these  staiths,  and  when  it  was  let  go  into 
the  vessels'  holds  it  smashed  up,  and  when 
it  reaohed  Wellington  had  to  be  sifted,  and 
this,  of  course,  depreciated  the  value  of  the 

8  SO     ^^^^'    Up-to-date  principles  should  be 

°'^'  adopted:  the  coal  should  be  lifted, 
and  lowered  gently  into  the  hold  of  the  vessel. 
The  money  thrown  away  at  Westport  in  that 
way  was  a  standing  monument  to  the  mistakes 
of  the  engineers  who  had  charge  of  that  coal 
^rade. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Not  the  present  engineer. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said.  No,  not  the  present 
'engineer.  All  he  could  say  wm  that  the 
smashing  of  the  coal  had  the  effect  of  lowering 
the  wages;  and,  in  addition,  it  was  an  extra 
charge  on  the  district,  and  handicapped  the 
whole  district.  However,  they  must  not  rake 
up  the  **  wretched  past,"  but  look  forward 
and  go  forward,  and  he  thought  there  was  a 
necessity  for  improved  works  and  increased 
rolling-stock  at  Westport.  He  would  say  this, 
too:  Suppose  the  other  coal-mine,  which  had 
seen  troublesome  times  owing  to  extra  railway 
charges  and  other  burdens,  were  closed  up 
altogether,  it  would  no€  mean  that  the  out- 
put from  Westport  would  decrease ;  it  would 
that  the  coal  now  obtained  from  that 


mine  would  be  obtained  from  the  other 
mines.  It  would  therefore  not  decrease  the 
revenue  of  the  Board.  He  might  say  the 
spread  of  settlement  in  the  Westport  distoict, 
the  increased  output  of  coal,  the  increase  in 
the  area  of  ground  taken  up  for  gold-mining 
purposes,  the  general  prosperity  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
that  part  of  the  colony — ^all  these  had  consider- 
ably increased  the  revenue  of  the  Board  since 
the  last  money  was  borrowed,  and  there  was  no 
danger  whatever  of  the  Board  not  being  able  to 
find  the  interest  on  the  moneys  already  bor- 
rowed, and  also  on  what  it  now  proposed  to 
borrow.  As  he  said,  it  would  be  wise  to  take 
the  precaution  that,  in  the  case  of  every 
Harbour  Board  or  loceJ  body  that  wanted  to 
increase  their  borrowing  -  power.  Parliament 
should  exercise  careful  supervision ;  and  with 
that  object  he  would  move,  That  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
after  it  had  passed  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  QUINNESS  would  not  have  risen  had  it 
not  been  for  the  remark  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  that  when  the  question  of  eoA- 
structing  this  harbour  was  before  the  House  in 
1884,  it  was  represented  by  the  engineers  thai 
the  cost  of  the  works  proposed  would  be  only 
hall  a  million.  At  that  time  the  engineers, 
when  they  gave  the  estimate  of  the  work  on 
which  Parliament  was  asked  to  vote  the  author 
rity  to  borrow  the  money,  simply  estimated  the 
cost  of  makmg  the  harlMur  and  wharves ;  but 
since  then,  afl  the  honourable  member  ought  to 
remember,  this  House  had  from  time  to  time 

SMsed  various  Acts  which  had  authorised  ad- 
tional  works  in  connection  with  the  harbour. 
First  of  all,  there  was  the  Railways  Autho* 
risation  Act  of  1885,  by  which  the  Harbour 
Board  was  authorised  to  expend  some  of  its 
revenue,  or  borrowed  money,  in  making  addi- 
tions to  the  open  lines  of  railway,  in  pro- 
viding rolling- stock,  trucks,  and  carriages, 
and  works  of  that  kind.  So  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  money  authorised  to  be  bor- 
rowed in  the  first  instance  had  necessarily 
been  expended  in  that  direction.  Subse* 
quently,  by  i  special  Act,  in  order  to  divert 
additional  trade  to  the  port,  authority  was 
given  to  expend  something  like  £70,000  or 
£80,000  of  the  Board's  loan-money  in  com- 
pleting a  line  to  Mokihinui  to  connect  the 
coal-mines  in  that  district  with  the  Port  of 
Westport.  That  was  another  slice  taken  out 
of  the  £500,000  originally  authorised  to  be 
borrowed.  Since  then  the  trade  of  the  por 
through  the  harbour-works  having  been  so 
successful,  had  greatly  increased,  and  the 
wharf  age  •  accommodation  had  necessarily  to 
be  increased  in  order  to  meet  the  expanding 
trade  at  the  port.  When,  in  1884,  the  engi- 
neers designed  the  harbour,  they  provided  for  a 
certain  amount  of  trade  that  would  come  to  the 
harbour  from  the  railways  in  the  district  con- 
necting the  port  with  the  coal-mines  then 
existing.  Since  then  railways  had  been  con- 
structed to  connect  other  coal-mines  with  the 
port,  thereby  providing  additional  minecal 
traffic  to  the  port,  which  required  additional 
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fMilifeies  to  tranship  at  the  port.  That,  he 
thought,  showed  distinctly  that  the  engineers 
oould  not  be  blamed  if  sufficiens  money  was 
not  available  now  to  meet  the  increased  traffic. 
Then,  again,  although  it  was  provided  in  this 
Bill  that  it  was  to  provide  facilities  to  increase 
the  traffic  of  the  Westport-Mokihinui  Railway, 
the  reason  it  was  called  by  that  name  was 
that  Mokihinui  was  now  connected  with  the 
Port  of  Westport.  Originally  the  railway  was 
called  the  Westporb-llgakawau  Railway.  In 
1884  the  railway  was  not  made  from  West- 
port  beyond  Ngakawaa,  and  the  rolling- 
stock  was  now  required  for  that  portion  of  the 
zailway.  He  ventared  to  say  that  the  mem- 
ber for  the  district  would  be  able  to  show  by 
the  report  of  the  engineers  that  additional 
rolling-stock  was  not  required  to  meet  the 
traffic  of  the  Mokihinui  district;  it  was  re- 
quired for  the  district  which  was  connected 
with  the  port  and  the  mines  in  the  district  of 
Westport.  before  the  Mokihinui  coal-mines 
were  connected  with  the  Port  of  Westport.  He 
agreed  with  the  Premier  that  the  more  the 
finances  of  (he  Board,  the  resources  of  the 
district,  and  the  success  of  the  harbour-works 
were  inquired  into  the  more  it  would  appear 
that  it  was  a  wise  and  prudent  step  to  give  au- 
thority to  borrow  this  money  in  order  to  give 
extra  facilities  to  further  encourage  and  de- 
velop the  mineral  and  other  resources  in  that 
particular  district. 

Mr.  RICHARD80N  thought  that  both  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  Premier  had 
been  rather  rough  on  engineers,  and  the  only 
thing  that  made  him  feel  a  little  better  on 
the  subject  was  that  he  recollected  that  the 
Premier  once  informed  the  House  he  was  an 
engineer  himself.  He  (Mr.  Richardson)  there- 
fore would  not  object  to  the  honourable 
gentlemen's  remarks  if  they  applied  equally  to 
both  of  them.  He  took  it  that  the  attitude 
assumed  by  the  Government  in  this  matter 
was  entirely  wrong.  It  was  entirely  wrong,  in 
the  case  of  local  bodies  who  wanted  to  in- 
crease their  liabilities  or  expenditure,  that  the 
Government  should  not  take  the  responsibility. 
Such  a  measure  as  this  should  have  been 
brought  in  by  the  Government  if  they  ap- 
proved of  it ;  and  he  would  say,  furUier,  that 
sending  it  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
was  only  dealing  with  one- half  of  the  matter. 
The  Public  Accounts  Committee  could  only 
tell  them  that,  after  investigation,  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  the 
mover  of  the  Bill,  were  perfectly  correct,  and 
that  at  the  present  time  there  were  ample 
funds  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  additional 
loan.  But  what  was  wanted  was  something 
different.  They  wanted  to  go  to  the  engineers. 
They  wanted  the  proposed  expenditure,  the 
new  harbour- works,  and  all  these  matters  sub- 
mitted by  the  Government  to  their  Engineer-in- 
Ghief,  and  they  wanted  these  reported  on.  He 
once  had  something  to  do  with  this  harbour. 
It  became  his  duty  to  authorise  a  large  ex- 
penditure of  money,  in  thousands,  which  had 
been  authorised  to  carry  a  training-wall  below 
the  bridge  to  take  the  tail  ofi  a  shingle- 
Mr.  Quinneu 


spit.  He  stopped  the  money  going  oat. 
He  had  seen  the  place,  and  he  had  the  tbea 
Engineer-in-Ghief  oefore  him,  and  that  officer 
had  to  admit  that  the  expenditure  should  b» 
proceeded  with  tentatively,  as  the  resulta 
might  not  prove  satisfactoi7,  it  being  possible 
that  as  the  scour  removed  the  shingle  it  might 
be  deposited  in  the  berthage.  There  was  a 
great  clamour  down  there  at  the  time  for  local 
expenditure.  That  was  the  state  of  the  oase  at 
that  time.  This  money  was  available,  and  if 
it  had  been  then  spent  it  would  have  been 
wasted ;  what  is  more,  it  might  have  reaulteA 
in  damage  to  the  port.  He  said  it  was  right 
the  Government  snould  take  charge  of  tiiia 
Bill.  He  did  not  wish  to  interfere  to  stop  it, 
but  the  Government  should  be  assured  through^ 
their  own  officers  that  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure was  advisable.  Let  the  Govern- 
ment take  the  responsibility,  and  then  they 
would  have  more  confidence  in  letting  the  BiU 
go  through.  What  had  been  said  already  by 
one  or  two  of  the  speakers — ^he  thought  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition — was  well  known  to  be 
the  case  in  Westport :  that  the  sand  was  grow- 
ing out  as  the  works  were  carried  forwa^rd. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  seeing  was 
believing,  and  he  had  seen  and  believed  in  this 
case,  and  it  was  quite  clear  that  any  expendi- 
ture they  might  make  in  improving  the  har- 
bour and  the  wharf-accommodation  would  not 
be  the  last  expenditure  wanted  for  this  har- 
bour, or  any  of  these  artificial  harboars;  and 
it  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which  the  works 
should  be  advanced  only  with  the  utmost 
caution,  and  upon  the  best  counsel  that  oonld 
be  obtained  from  experts  on  the  subjeot. 

Mr.  HOGG  quite  agreed  with  the  last  speaker, 
that  they  ought  to  exercise  a  great  aeal  of 
caution  with  regard  to  these  loans.  But  he 
entirely  disagreed  with  his  conclusions  as  to  the 
advantage  of  having  everything  of  a  local  cha- 
racter r^erred  to  the  central  department  here  in 
Wellington.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  re- 
sided in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  he 
(Mr.  Hogg)  came  he  would  find  that  there  was 
a  very  poor  opinion  held  with  regard  to  our 
Public  Works  Department  and  its  extremely 
capable  engineers.  He  referred  to  some  of 
these  gentlemen  a  few  evenings  ago  in  terms 
that  might  be  looked  upon  not  merely  as  dis- 
paraging, but  as  somewhat  hflkrsh.  But  he 
could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
before  he  referred  to  them  he  had  had  a  ureat 
deal  of  experience  of  their  works,  and  thoae  of 
men  equally  capable  up  country,  and  his  ex- 
perience was  that  they  would  have  their 
works  better  executed  and  have  better  woriBs 
at  25  per  cent,  if  not  50  per  cent,  leas  cost 
than  they  were  constructed  now  if  they  re- 
lied more  upon  the  local  engineers,  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  requirements  of  their  dis- 
tricts. It  was  no  use  having  officers  oloeeted 
inside  their  rooms  from  month  to  month  dealing 
with  works  that  required  observation — vrodaoi 
a  local  character  that  were  best  known  to  those 
who  had  to  make  use  of  them.  The  plana  of 
our  Public  Works  engineexs  were  exoeedingly 
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aniiqnaied,  the  designs  were  antianated,  and 
the  engineers  themselves  seemed  to  make 
no  progress  in  their  methods.  With  regard 
to  this  particular  Bill  he  would  point  out 
this :  that  Westport  was  admittedly  the  great 
oatlet  for  the  ooal  resources  of  the  colony, 
and  these  resources  were  understood  to  be  of  a 
highly  important  character.  That  port  had 
been  developed  very  rapidly  of  late  years.  The 
output  of  ooal  had  largely  increased,  and  he 
believed  that  the  township  itself  had  prospered 
as  well.  If  the  effect  of  past  outlay  upon  this 
harbour  and  these  railway-works  had  been  to 
increase  the  trade  of  Westport,  and  therefore 
the  value  of  these  endowments,  then  there  was 
every  justification  for  enabling  the  Harbour 
Board  to  contract  a  further  loan.  It  was  only 
in  aooordanoe  with  natural  law  :  if  they  found 
that  by  bestowing  a  certoiu  amount  of  manure 
upon  the  land  they  were  increasing  the  out- 
put of  that  land,  and  got  a  better  crop  from 
it,  what  followed?  That  from  year  to  year 
they  would  have  to  follow  the  same  policy.  In 
the  development  of  their  coalfields  and  their 
goldfields  therefore,  if  they  found  that  the 
additional  outlay  was  eminently  reproductive, 
they  should  not  hesitate  about  going  to  increased 
expense,  even  if  it  involved  the  necessity  of 
further  borrowing.  At  the  same  time  a  wise 
precaution  would  be  exercised  in  deciding  to 
refer  the  Bill  to  the  Public  Accounts  Oommittee. 
No  doubt  the  Committee  would  ascertain 
whether,  as  the  result  of  past  loans,  these 
endowments  had  been  improved  in  value,  and 
if  that  was  the  case  it  could  reasonably  be 
oonoluded  that  if  the  contemplated  expenditure 
under  this  Bill  was  undertaken  a  further 
improvement  in  value  would  take  place. 

Mr.  CBOWTHER  said,  this  being  Jubilee 
year  of  course  it  was  desirable  to  keep  it  up, 
and  he  was  very  desirous  to  do  whatever  he 
oonld  after  the  expression  of  the  Premier  that 
he  was  quite  prepared  to  furnish  the  money  to 
the  local  bodies  at  4  per  cent.  They  had  not 
anticipated  that  this  time  would  arrive  so 
quickly.  He  did  not  know  how  they  were 
going  to  make  a  profit  out  of  these  transac- 
tions, seeing  that  the  Government  in  a  great 
many  instances  had  to  pay  4  per  cent,  them- 
selves for  the  money.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  said  they  did  not  want  a 
profit ;  but  he  (Mr.  Growtber)  thought  they  not 
only  wanted  it,  but  he  thought  they  needed  it,  or 
else  the  shop  could  not  be  kept  going.  He  had 
heard  in  that  House  the  possibility  spoken  of 
of  running  opposition  shops,  but  they  could 
not  run  an  opposition  shop  without  having  a 
profit,  or  else  they  would  run  it  down.  They 
could  not  live  on  their  loans  either.  He  had 
never  gone  in  for  that  sort  of  living.  He 
wanted  a  fair  living  and  a  reasonable  profit, 
and  he  thought  the  Government  certainly 
should  go  in  for  a  living  profit.  If  the  Go- 
vernment had  got  more  money  in  their  hands 
at  present  than  they  could  find  use  for,  he 
thought,  at  any  rate,  they  were  justified  in 
charging  a  fair  rate  of  interest  in  lending  it 
out.  He  did  not  see,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to 
understand,  that  the  4  per  cent,  would  pay 
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working-expenses  and  allow  a  profit.  He  was 
not  desirous  of  saying  one  word  against  this 
measure  other  than  this :  If  the  harbour  and 
its  winnings  and  its  profitable  operations  were 
of  such  a  nature  as  had  been  set  forth  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  moved  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  there  ought  to  be 
such  an  annual  profit  as  to  afford  money  for 
annual  improvements  out  of  that  profit.  In 
that  case  it  would  be  self-supporting  after- 
wards. He  had  been  speaking  feelingly  because 
for  years  he  was  a  member  of  a  Harbour  Board, 
and  thought  they  were  going  on  swimmingly, 
but  last  year  they  had  to  raise  their  charges.  It 
seemed  to  him  so  universal  that  they  were 
living  beyond  their  means.  He  said,  therefore, 
the  time  had  arrived  when  they  must  exercise 
caution.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  hail  with 
a  certain  amount  of  satisfaction  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  now  in  a  position  to  furnish 
moneys  to  the  local  bodies  at  4  per  cent.  He 
thought  that  if  this  fact  were  chronicled  to- 
morrow in  the  newspapers  of  the  colony  a  very 
large  number  of  applications  would  be  sent 
in  to  the  Government  at  an  early  date.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  they  had  been  told  that  in  the 
case  of  moneys  required  by  local  bodies  from 
the  Government,  they  would  not  only  have  to 
pay  5  per  cent.,  but  1  per  cent,  sinking  fund 
also.  There  was  a  lot  of  difference  between  that 
and  4  per  cent.  He  did  not  know  whether  this 
money  proposed  to  be  lent  at  4  per  cent,  was 
going  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  Govern- 
ment's property  in  that  immediate  locality. 
If  that  were  the  case  there  might  be  a  re- 
lationship that  could  not  be  separated,  and 
that  might  create  a  justification  for  offering 
this  money  at  4  per  cent.  Otherwise,  he  be- 
lieved the  Government  would  have  a  large 
number  of  applications  for  money  at  that  rate. 
Mr.  FISHER  was  not  concerned  in  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  any  more  than  they  were 
all  concerned  in  the  development  of  any  great 
colonial  work.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  a  little  in  error  in  classing  this  artificial 
harbour  with  some  of  the  artificial  harbours 
he  had  in  his  eye.  He  did  not  know  how 
many  years  it  was  since  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  visited  Westport.  He  (Mr.  Fisher) 
visited  it  in  1876.  There  were  then  no  harbour- 
works  worth  speaking  of.  He  visited  Westport 
a  considerable  number  of  years  afterwards,  and 
the  transformation  was  really  something  mar- 
vellous. The  expenditure  there  had  been  of 
the  most  beneficial  kind.  Engineering  blunders 
there  had  been,  no  doubt ;  but  that  this  was  a 
great  colonial  work,  and  that  the  money  to  be 
raised  was  to  perfect  the  main  coal  port  of  New 
Zealand,  went  without  saying.  He  knew  nothing 
specially  about  the  contents  of  thin  Bill,  but 
he  knew  something  of  the  value  of  the  expendi- 
ture on  Westport  Harbour,  and  if  by  any  vote 
of  his  he  could  aid  in  developing  that  great 
colonial  work  he  should  on  all  occasions  be 
most  happy  to  do  so.  With  most  of  what  the 
honourable  gentleman,  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, said  one  must  agree — namely,  that 
there  had  been  wasteful  and  wanton  expendi- 
ture in  many  districts ;  but  this  was  the  happy 
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ezoeptioD.  In  the  year  1876,  as  he  said  before, 
there  were  no  harlxour- works  at  all,  but  West- 
port  was  and  is  admitted  to  be  the  best  bar- 
harbour  on  the  West  Coast.  At  the  time  he 
bad  just  mentioned— 1876— he  saw  a  large 
three-masted  schooner,  the  "  Alma,"  sail  across 
the  bar  up  to  the  wharf  at  Westport  without  a 
tug ;  and  now  see  the  large  number  of  steamers 
that  were  trading  to  that  port.  The  develop- 
ment was  to  him  something,  exceedingly  re- 
markable; and,  as  he  before  said,  if  by  any 
Yote  of  his  he  could  assist  the  progress  of  these 
works  he  should  always  be  most  willing  to 
to  give  that  vote. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  said  there  wereoone  or 
two  points  made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion which  it  was  just  as  well  to  clear  up.  First 
of  all,  he  wanted  to  know  how  it  was  that, 
according  to  the  opinions  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller,  the  more  money  you 
borrowed  the  less  interest  you  paid.  However, 
in  the  case  under  review  such  undoubtedly  was 
the  case.  At  present  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board  was  paying  5  per  cent,  on  £350,000  and 
4^  per  cent,  on  £50,000,  which  was  an  annual 
interest-charge  of  £19,750.  When  this  amount 
of  £50,000  was  raised,  and  the  £400,000  already 
borrowed  converted  to  a  4-per-cent.  loan,  that 
would  make  the  Board's  unguaranteed  loan  in- 
debtedness £450,000,  which  at  4  per  cent,  repre- 
•ented  an  annual  interest>charge  of  £18,000,  or 
£1,750  less  than  the  Board  was  paying  at 
present  on  £400,000.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  was  £68,000  of  the  original  loan  trans- 
ferred to  the  railway* construction  account  from 
Ngakawau  to  Mokihinui.  That  was  never  con- 
templated when  the  works  were  first  put  in 
hand.  There  were  various  other  ways  in  which 
«mall  transfers  were  made,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  about  £100,000.  So  it  was  neces- 
sary to  borrow  £100,000.  Last  year  he  was  the 
member  of  the  district,  and  thought  that  £50,000 
would  be  enough  for  some  time,  but  the  trade 
had  so  developed  since  last  year  that  £100,000 
was  what  was  really  required.  The  £50,000 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  Bill  was  to 
complete  the  works  recommended  by  the 
Board's  consulting  engineer,  Mr.  Napier  Bell. 
There  was  then  no  internal  wharfage-accom- 
modation for  trade  worth  speaking  of.  A  very 
powerful  steam- tug-boat  service  for  the  port 
was  established  ;  and  at  the  present  time  they 
were  sending  coal  to  the  Pacific  ports  of  North 
and  South  America,  Gallao,  San  Francisco, 
and  the  Pacific  Islands;  and,  what  was  still 
more  remarkable,  they  were  doing  what  might 
veritably  be  termed  sending  coal  to  Newcastle : 
they  were  at  present  sending  a  quantity  of 
coal  to  Sydney  Harbour  to  supply  the  squad- 
ron on  the  Australian  Station.  They  were  also 
supplying  coal  to  the  German  and  French 
navies  in  the  Pacific.  In  fact,  they  had  now 
entered  on  a  large  foreign  export  trade.  When 
this  Bill  was  passed  and  the  works  completed  the 
loading  appliances  in  the  port  would  be  so  com- 
plete that  almost  any  steamer  could  go  in  and 
load  coal.  If  facilities  were  provided  to  load 
direct  from  the  coal- trucks,  he  believed  chat 
the  Home -traders  would  go  there  and  take 
Mr,  Fisher 


ooal.  This  would  make  a  great  diileranee  in 
the  ooal  industry  of  the  colony.  That  was  one 
inducement  why  these  works  should  be  pro- 
ceeded vnth  without  delay.  The  honooraUe 
member  for  the  Buller  had  a  plan  of  the  pro- 
posed works  with  him,  ana  any  member 
examining  it  would  recognise  the  neoeetily 
of  going  on  with  these  works.  As  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  about  the  training-wall,  that  honooz- 
able  gentleman  committed  an  error  of  judg- 
ment on  that  occasion.  The  training-wall  he 
delayed  or  stopped  was  now  nearly  finished, 
and  it  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  designed  exceedingly  well,  and  had  in- 
creased the  depth  of  water  in  the  river  by, 
he  thought,  3  ft.  This  money  was  all  reqniied 
for  internal  works.  He  did  not  know  thai 
there  was  any  necessity  for  him  to  give  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
Growther^  any  information  about  cheap  money. 
He  could,  however,  assure  him  this  was  not 
the  only  locality  in  the  colony  that  got  money 
at  4  per  cent.  He  could  give  statistics  as  to 
the  trade  of  the  port  to  show  how  it  had 
developed,  but  it  would  suffice  to  point  out 
that  there  had  been  a  phenomenal  increase  in 
the  trade  of  Westport  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  Last  year  the  output  amounted  to 
300,000  tons,  while  in  1895  it  was  222.000  tons, 
gQ  practically  an  increase  during  that 
short  period  of  something  like  80,000 
tons ;  and,  of  oourse,  at  the  rate  of  increase  that 
was  going  on  now  it  was  impossible  to  oaoy  on 
the  carrying  and  loading  work  unless  mors 
money  was  obtained  to  make  provision  for  that 
extended  work.  There  was  also  the  qneetion 
that  was  raised  by  the  Premier  as  to  the  staitbs 
not  being  suitable  for  the  loading  of  ooal.  If 
they  were  going  to  send  ooal  to  foreign  mar- 
kets they  must  send  first-olass  ooal,  or  there 
was  no  use  exporting  it  at  all.  It  was  an  on- 
doubted  fact  that  the  ooal  when  it  was  being 
shinped  through  these  shoots  vras  invariably 
broken  up;  and  it  was  proposed,  oat  of  this 
loan,  to  build  wharves  so  that  the  coal  might 
be  shipped  in  proper  condition,  which  in 
itself  would  recommend  the  ooal  to  foreign 
markets.  Out  of  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
loan  the  sum  of  £10,000  would  be  required  for 
rolling-stock.  It  was  true  they  had  provided 
for  rolling-stock  out  of  the  loan  of  last  year,  hot 
they  found  the  mines  were  often  stopped  for 
want  of  rolling-stock,  and  as  soon  as  they 
got  this  money  one  of  the  first  things  that  wcNola 
have  to  be  provided  was  rolling-stock.  Mr. 
Napier  Bell  made  an  estimate  about  two  yean 
ago  as  to  how  this  money  should  be  allooated, 
and  if  any  honourable  member  would  like  to 
see  it  he  would  be  most  happy  to  show  it  to  him. 
He  was  not  going  to  detain  the  House  any 
longer,  because  there  were  other  honourable 
members  who  had  local  Bills  on  the  Order 
Paper.  Then,  there  was  the  question  of  refer- 
ring the  Bill  to  the  Public  Aooounts  Committee. 
He  certainly  took  objection  to  that,  for  that 
course  was  only  another  way  of  putting  off  the 
Bill  till  another  session.  They  were  told  thete 
was  only  another  Thursday  siternoon  to  deal 
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wifeh  these  Bills,  and,  as  the  Pablio  Aoconnts 
Committee  bad  not  been  set  up  yet,  and  they 
wonld  require  to  ooneider  the  Bill  within  a 
week,  the  referring  of  the  Bill  to  that  Com- 
mittee was  a  very  civil  and  polite  hint  that 
there  was  very  little  ohanoe  of  it  going  through 
that  session.  He  hoped  the  House  would  pass 
4he  seoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  not  order  it 
to  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  did  not  wish  to  keep 
the  House  very  long  over  this  matter,  but  be 
thought  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  the 
■altered  attitude  of  the  Government  on  this 
qaestion.  He  noticed  by  the  report  of  the 
debate  in  the  House  last  year  on  this  matter 
that  it  was  at  the  instance  of  the  Premier  that 
the  then  proposed  loan  was  reduced  from 
£100,000  to  £50,000.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Motneka,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  on  that  occasion,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  £50,000  was  sufficient  for  all  pur- 
poses, and  he  did  not  say  one  word  about  the 
necessity  for  £100,000.  Now,  they  had  no  as- 
surance at  all  from  the  members  from  that 
diHtriot  that  this  was  not  going  to  be  an 
annual  afiair,  and  he  thought  the  House 
should  get  some  assucance  before  giving  these 
-enormous  borrowing  -  powers  to  a  body  that 
was  responsible  to  no  one,  because  it  ap- 
.peared  to  him  that  this  Harbour  Board 
was  in  a  unique  position  in  not  having  to 
go  to  the  residents  of  the  district  to  guarantee 
the  loan  or  to  pay  any  portion  of  the  interest 
on  the  loan,  and  that  undoubtedly  if  the 
Harbour  Bosxd  made  default  it  would  be  the 
•colony  that  would  have  to  pay.  This  was  a 
matter  that  was  of  far  more  importance  than 
the  Bill  which  they  had  before  them  just  now 
from  the  Otago  Harbour  Board  ;  yet  then  they 
had  the  Premier  standing  up  there  and  object- 
ing, not  to  farther  borrowing  -  powers,  but 
objecting  to  the  borrowing-powers  that  were 
.already  granted  being  utilised  in  a  slightly 
difierent  direction  to  what  they  were  first  in- 
tended to  be.  He  did  not  know  whether  it 
was  because  this  Bill  belonged  to  the  West 
Coast  that  the  Government  took  such  a  pa- 
ternal interest  in  it,  but  it  seemed  to  him 
that  a  member  of  the  House  hcbd  only  to 
be  a  faithful  supporter  of  the  Government 
in  every  proposal  that  they  brought  forward 
to  get  almost  any  concession  at  the  expense 
-of  the  public  that  he  chose  to  ask  for.  The 
pity  of  this  Bill  was  that  there  was  not  some 
local  responsibility,  and  a  further  pity,  he 
thought,  was  that  members  of  a  Harbour 
Board  should  be  able  to  use  their  position  as 
members  of  that  House  to  further  the  interests 
of  their  special  localities,  for  he  felt  confident, 
if  the  two  members  interested  in  this  measure 
were  not  supporters  of  the  Ministry,  that  the 
Bill  itself  would  have  received  a  very  different 
-  reception  at  the  hands  of  the  Grovemment. 

Mr.  O'RBGAK  seuid  he  did  not  propose  to 
.say  much  in  reply,  but  he  would  like  to  correct 
an  erroneous  impression  on  the  part  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  The  honourable 
gentleman  evidently  believed,  and  wished  the 


House  to  believe,  that  the  deficiency  clauses,  to 
which  reference  had  been  made  in  the  HouM 
on  the  previous  evening,  had  reference  to  tht 
whole  railway-line  from  Westport  to  Mokihinul* 
The  position  had  been  clearly  put  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Grey.  The  lin« 
to  which  the  deficiency  clauses  applied  wafl 
only  the  extension  from  Ngakawau  River 
to  Mokihinui.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  evidently  under  the  erroneous  impression 
that  there  were  no  coalfields  in  the  BuUer 
district  except  at  Mokihinui,  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  entirely  forgotten  the 
greatest  mine  in  the  colony  —  the  Denniston 
Colliery  —  which  was  much  nearer  to  West- 
port  than  the  Mokihinui  Mine,  and  which 
was  by  far  the  greatest  feeder  of  the  rail- 
way: in  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Westport  Cardiff  and  the  Granity  Creek  Coal- 
mines, it  was  the  sole  ooal-produoer  of  the 
district.  But  the  deficiency  clauses  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  line  from  Westport 
to  Ngakawau,  which  was  the  best-paying  line 
in  the  colony.  A  considerable  amount  of  coal 
was  now  coming  from  the  Millerton  Mine,  and 
there  was  also  some  from  the  Westport-Cardiff 
Mine,  but  the  great  bulk  still  came  from 
Denniston.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
evidently  unacquainted  with  the  geography  of 
the  district,  and  if  he  would  do  the  district  the 
honour  of  paying  it  a  visit,  he  (Mr.  O'Regan) 
would  be  very  glful  to  enlighten  tne  honourable 
gentleman ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  politics,  he  would  be  accorded 
a  resi  West  Coast  reception,  and  would  return 
with  a  far  less  pessimistic  opinion  of  that 
district.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  told 
them  they  should  only  send  the  very  best  coal 
to  foreign  markets.  But  there  was  no  need  for 
apprehension,  as  the  authorities  at  Westport 
knew  how  to  look  after  their  business.  The 
manner  in  which  the  coal  was  pushing  its  vtaj 
in  foreign  markets  spoke  for  itself.  He  aoU 
mitted  that,  as  the  Premier  had  pointed  out, 
the  coal  was  considerably  damaged  by  loading 
from  the  present  high  staiths,  but  he  had  yet 
to  learn  that  in  regard  to  coal  for  steaming 
purposes  it  mattered  very  much  whether  the 
coal  was  broken  or  not.  For  domestic  purposes 
breaking  did  injure  the  coal,  but  they  had 
realised  that  long  since,  and  had  undertaken 
the  construction  of  a  crane-wharf ;  and  it  was 
their  intention  to  build  additional  crane- wharf 
accommodation  with  the  money  proposed  to 
be  raised  under  this  Bill.  The  following  brief 
extract  from  the  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph  of 
the  28th  of  last  month  spoke  for  itself : — 

"  Within  the  next  few  days  the  Union  Steam- 
ship Company's  steamer  '  Pukaki '  is  expected 
at  Sydney,  carrying  a  cargo  of  1,000  tons  of 
Westport  coal,  consigned  to  the  Naval  D^pdt 
at  Garden  Island.  This  bald  announcement 
might  lead  to  expressions  of  astonishment  if 
left  without  explanation.  Naturally,  when  in 
New  Zealand  waters  the  warships  take  what 
they  require  from  one  or  other  of  the  local 
pollieries,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  coal  used 
on  the  Australian  Station  is  obtained  in  New 
South  Wales.    Inquiries  at  the  naval  head* 
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auaxtera  yesterday  ooDflrm  the  information 
lat  a  cargo  of  coal  is  coming  from  New 
Zealand,  bat  for  a  special  service,  and  is  not 
in  any  way  intendea  as  a  substitute  for  the 
Metropolitan  or  Newcastle  coal.  It  is  not  at 
all  improbable  that,  amongst  other  things,  the 
aathorities  will  use  this  particular  coal  in 
testing  the  steaming  qualities  of  the  ships  over 
a  measured  mile.  The  Westport  coal  has  been 
highly  spoken  of  by  the  naval  authorities,  and 
its  steaming  qualities  were  forcibly  demon- 
strated at  Samoa  in  1889,  when  H.M.S. 
*  Calliope,'  using  the  coal,  made  an  ever-memo- 
rable escape  from  the  port  of  Apia  in  a  terrific 
hurricane.  It  was  in  the  same  storm  that 
several  American  and  German  warships  were 
otaUy  wrecked." 

He  thought  that  was  sufficient,  although  he 
could  adduce  further  evidence,  to  show  that 
the  Westport  coal  was  making  a  name  for  itself 
beyond  the  colony.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  must  not  labour 
under  the  misapprehension  that  there  were 
**  faults  "  in  the  Denniston  Goal-mine.  The 
Denniston  and  Granity  Creek  Collieries,  from 
which  the  great  bulk  of  the  coal  came,  had  no 
** faults"  to  speak  of.  It  was  true,  in  the 
Mokihinui  and  Cardifi  Mines  several  **  faults  *' 
had  been  met  with,  but  these  did  not  seriously 
affect  the  high  quality  of  the  coals.  The 
chief  drawback  was  that  they  increased  the 
cost  of  production.  The  honourable  member 
for  Mataura  had  informed  the  House  that, 
with  regard  to  the  West  Coast  harbours,  the 
further  the  training-walls  were  extended  the 
greater  was  the  accumulation  of  shingle.  That 
might  be  the  honourable  gentleman's  expe- 
rience, but  it  was  quite  incorrect  so  far  as 
Westport  was  concerned.  The  honourable 
member  had  been  away  from  that  pe^t  of  the 
country  for  years,  or  he  would  not  have  com-* 
mitted  himself  to  such  an  erroneous  statement 
as  that.  He  thought  that  both  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  and  the  Premier  had  spoken 
with  unnecessary  severity  of  engineers.  He 
did  appreciate  professional  approval  ;  and 
perhaps  it  would  dissipate  the  scepticism  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  when  he 
assured  him  that  the  proposals  which  the  Bill 
contemplated  were  approved  by  the  Board's 
consulting  engineers.  He  did  not  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  or  of  other 
honourable  members  who  had  local  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper,  as  this  was  their  last  day; 
but  he  did  trust  the  House  would  give  him  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  would  offer  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  being  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  as  he  supposed 
he  would  have  to  submit  to  that  course.  He 
was  convinced,  however,  that  such  a  course 
was  not  necessary,  and  was  afraid  it  would 
imperil  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LYTTELTON   HARBOUR  BOARD  LOAN 

BILL. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  moving  the  second  reading 

^of  this  Bill,  said  the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board 

-kad  unanimously  come  to  the  conclusion  that 

Mr,  0*  Regan 


some  further  dredging  was  required  in  the 
harbour,  and  they  required  money  to  carry  it 
out.  The  necessity  arose  in  this  way:  The 
draught  of  the  large  steamers  coming  to  the 
harbour  had  increased  considerably,  and  it  waa 
found  that  they  could  not  leave  the  wharves  at 
all  times  if  there  happened  to  be  a  low  tide. 
In  the  inner  harbour  they  had  sufficient  depth 
of  water,  but  just  outside  the  moles  for  some 
distance  there  was  not  sufficient  clearance  for 
those  large  steamers  to  get  away  from  the 
port,  and  for  that  purpose  the  Board  had  de> 
cided  that  it  was  necessary  to  deepen  the  har- 
bour. Now,  the  financial  position  of  the  Lyt- 
telton Harbour  Board  was  exceptionally  strong. 
They  had,  it  was  true,  borrowed  £200,000, 
of  which  rather  more  than  half  waa  spent 
on  a  graving-dock  and  the  balance  on  dredg- 
ing. It  had  been  the  policy  of  the  Board 
for  many  years  to  reduce  its  port  charges  and 
wharfage  rates  with  a  view  of  making  liyttelton 
as  nearly  as  possible  a  free  port,  and  they  had 
so  far  succeeded  that  if  the  rates  which  were  in 
force  in  1880  were  in  force  at  the  present  time 
the  revenue  would  be  some  £20,000  per  annum 
more  than  it  was.  They  had  effected  during 
the  past  seventeen  years  reductions  in  the 
wharfage  rates  and  port  charges  equivalent  to 
about  £20,000  per  annum.  The  sum  which  the 
Board  now  proposed  to  borrow— £60,000 — would 
enable  them  to  improve  the  harbour  to  the  re- 
quired depth,  and  the  charges  for  sinking  fund 
and  interest  would  not  amount  to  more  than  5- 
per  cent.  The  excess  of  revenue  over  expendi- 
ture this  year  would  be  at  least  £2,000,  and  with 
that  and  a  very  small  increase  in  their  revenue 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  any  increase 
in  the  port  charges.  However,  should  there  be 
unfortunately  no  expansion  of  trade,  a  veiy 
trifling  addition  to  the  existing  port  charges 
would  provide  the  additional  interest  required 
for  this  loan.  He  did  not  know  that  he  need 
say  anything  more  on  this  subject.  The 
revenues  of  the  Port  of  Lyttelton  were  very 
substantial,  and  he  did  not  think  any  membn 
in  the  House  could  say  that  the  affairs  of 
that  Board  had  been  mismanaged.  He  hoped 
honourable  members  would  agree  to  the  second 
reading.  If,  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee, 
any  further  information  was  required  he  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  afford  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  did  not  rise  in  any  vray 
to  delay  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  he 
thought  the  same  rule  as  was  applied  to  the 
Westport  Harbour  Loan  Bill  should  apply  to 
this  one — namely,  that  it  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  sufficient  reason  for  this ;  and 
he  would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  in  hia 
reply  to  explain  how  this  £60,000  waa  to  be 
spent.  He  understood  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  spend  £25,000  of  that  in 
the  purchase  of  a  dredge,  and  he  would  like  to 
know  if  the  information  he  had  received  was 
correct.  Then,  he  understood  that  the  other 
£85,000  of  this  loan  was  to  be  retained  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  and  working  the 
dredge.  Now,  there  were  some  people  in 
this    part    of    the    colony  who  thought   that 
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this  maintenanoe  work,  which  was  a  reoumng 
szpenditaie,  was  not  a  proper  expenditure 
under  loan,  but  that  it  sbonld  be  made  out 
of  revenue.  Although  the  port  charges  there 
were  very  low,  it  was  maintained  that  these 
charges  were  mcbde  low  through  using  borrowed 
money  to  do  work  which  ought  to  be  paid  for 
out  of  yearly  revenue.  He  did  not  know  whether 
these  statements  were  correct  or  not,  but,  as 
they  had  been  conveyed  to  him,  he  thought 
it  was  only  his  duty  to  give  the  honour- 
able member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  these  matters.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
but  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
agree  that  it  also  should  be  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  so  that  any  mat- 
ters of  the  kind  he  had  referred  to  could  be 
cleared  up  before  anything  further  was  done. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  it  was  so  very  sel- 
dom he  had  the  pleasure  of  agreeing  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  that  he  did  so 
really  most  heartily  on  this  occasion.  As  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton  introduced 
the  Bill  it  struck  him  that  the  very  arguments 
he  was  using  in  favour  of  the  Bill  told  most 
materially  against  it.  He  told  them  the 
money  to  be  borrowed  was  to  be  expended  in 
dredging,  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  if  the 
harbour  dues  had  been  maintained  at  the 
rate  they  used  to  charge  there  would  be  an 
increase  of  revenue  of  £20,000  a  year.  As  it 
was,  the  amount  of  revenue  in  excess  of  ex- 
penditure was  £2,000  a  year.  Well,  there 
was  no  urgent  necessity,  so  far  as  he  knew 
the  geography  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
for  reducing  the  harbour  dues  to  an  abnormally 
low  rate.  The  nearest  port  that  could  come 
into  oompetition  with  Lyttelton  was  Timaru, 
and  that  on  account  of  its  precarious  con- 
dition could  not  reduce  its  harbour  dues  to  a 
very  low  rate.  Therefore,  as  far  as  he  could 
see,  there  was  no  necessity  for  bringing  the 
port  dues  of  Lyttelton  down  to  a  very  small 
amount.  But  were  they  to  be  told  that  a 
Harbour  Board  which  was  in  so  solvent  a  con- 
dition, and  was  able  to  reduce  the  harbour 
dues  to  the  very  lowest  sum,  should  come  to 
this  House  and  urge  the  raising  of  a  loan  of 
£60,000,  for  maintenance,  and  maintenance 
alone? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— Not  maintenance. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  then  he  had  mis- 
understood  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  told  them  any 
single  item  of  construction  expenditure  that 
was  to  take  place;  for  though  it  might  be, 
as  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  said,  that  a 
sum  of  £25,000  was  to  be  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  dredge,  it  did  seem  to  him  that  the 
purchase  of  a  new  dredge  in  place  of  an  old  one 
for  a  well-established  harbour  should  not  be  a 
capital  expenditure.  There  should  be  a  per- 
petual renewal,  and  it  was  distinctly  wrong  for 
the  Board  to  come  to  the  House  and  seek 
power  to  borrow  money  for  the  maintenance  of 
a  harbour  which  had  been  in  existence  for  a 
period  he  supposed  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century ;  and  that  the  money  should  be  ex- 


pended not  only  for  dredging  the  inside  of  the 
harbour  itself,  but  for  dredging  the  sandbanks 
outside. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  the  deposits  of 
silt. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— No. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  was  quoting  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  words — namely, 
dredging  inside  the  harbour  itself. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.--And  outside  the  mole. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  what  he 
intended  to  convey.  That  was  to  say,  there 
was  the  harbour  at  Lyttelton,  and  outside  there 
was  the  long  gulf,  or  estuary,  or  whatever  they 
liked  to  call  it,  down  which  the  steamers  came 
before  they  entered  Lyttelton  Harbour ;  and  he 
understood  that  outside  this  mole  there  had 
been  a  deposit  of  silt,  which  would  be  perpetu- 
ally deposited  so  long  as  the  harbour  was  in 
existence. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— Very  little. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  did  not  profess 
to  know  what  the  facts  of  the  matter  were. 
He  simply  knew  the  facts  put  before  them : 
that  the  whole  of  this  £60,000  was  to  be  ex- 
pended in  maintenance,  and  not  in  what 
they  could  call  permanent  improvements ;  that 
was  to  say,  it  was  to  be  expended  in  dredging 
silt  which  would  be  deposited  year  by  year  for 
all  time.  Well,  surely  in  the  case  of  a  harbour 
which  boasted  that  it  had  reduced  its  charges 
by  £20,000  per  annum  it  would  be  only  right 
that  the  maintenance  of  its  dredging  plant 
and  the  dredging  of  the  harbour  should  be 
provided  for  out  of  revenue.  He  knew  it  was 
not  pleasant  to  have  to  make  these  remarks. 
It  was  much  pleasanter  to  allow  everybody 
to  borrow  as  much  money  as  they  chose  to 
have ;  but  he  held  very  strongly  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  public  man,  whenever  he  got 
an  opportunity,  to  protest  against  this  invari- 
able, eternal,  and  ne  might  be  pardoned  for 
saying  infernal  system  of  borrowing,  which 
must  ultimatelv  ruin  the  country  altogether. 
Very  few  individuals  in  the  countiy  would  face 
the  question  of  living  within  their  means ;  but 
whether  it  be  the  General  Government,  Harbour 
Boards,  County  Councils,  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions, Road  Boards,  or  the  smallest  body  in 
the  country,  the  largest  speculator  in  the 
country,  or  the  man  who  owned  a  quarter- 
acre  section — there  was  scarcely  a  single  soul 
who  did  not  borrow  with  a  firm  convic- 
tion that  a  happy  to-morrow  would  arrive, 
when,  by  some  comfortable  though  unknown 
means,  the  burdensome  debt  would  vanish, 
and  the  good  of  the  expenditure  only  remain. 
Well,  it  seemed  to  him  here  was  a  glaring 
instance  that  an  institution  which  boasted 
that  it  was  well  managed  and  solvent  was  pre- 
pared now  to  borrow  2^,000  for  the  purpose  of 
maintenance.  That  seemed  to  him,  at  any 
rate,  a  most  monstrous  thing.  He  could  not 
see  where  they  were  going  to  stop  borrowing  if 
instances  like  this  were  allowed.  It  was  not 
a  capital  expenditure,  but  simply  maintenance. 
He  could  not  admit  that  the  purchase  of  a 
dredge  even  was  a  proper  expenditure  of  money. 
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pftitioularly  as  the  money  paid  for  the  dredge 
whioh  was  sold  was,  he  understood,  used  as 
revenue,  instead  of  being  paid  into  a  capital 
account  for  the  renewal  of  plant. 

Mr.  TAYIX)R  said  there  seemed  to  be  some 
misapprehension  in  connection  with  this  matter 
on  the  part  of  both  the  Minister  of  Lands  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  The 
purchase  of  a  dredge  was  no  more  maintenance 
than  would  be  the  cost  of  new  wharfage-accom- 
modation  

Captain  BUSSEIiL.->Or  the  purchase  of  a 
■hovel. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  was  reducing  the 
argument  to  an  absurd  point.  It  was  not  a  re- 
current expenditure.  The  cost  of  working  the 
dredge  would  be  a  fair  charge  on  the  annual 
revenue  of  the  harbour,  but  the  dredge  itself 
was  surely  as  much  a  permanent  harbour-work 
as  the  wharves  themselves,  or  the  breakwater ; 
and  be  would  point  out  there  was  no  power 
under  section  4  of  this  Bill  to  spend  a  shilling 
of  this  £60,000— whioh,  by  the  by,  might  not 
all  be  raised— on  maintenance.  It  must  all 
be  spent  in  the  purchase  of  dredging  plant  or 
machinery.  He  did  not  mind  the  Bill  going 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  but  he 
simply  rose  to  explain  that  it  was  not  a  fair 
statement  to  say  that  any  portion  of  the 
£60,000  proposed  to  be  borrowed  was  for  main- 
tenance. The  whole  cost  of  maintenance — 
that  was,  as  a  fact,  recurrent — would  fall  upon 
the  annual  revenue  derived  from  port  charges. 
There  was  a  difierence  between  the  loan  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  by  the  Lyttelton  Harbour 
Board  and  the  money  proposed  to  be  raised 
on  behalf  of  some  other  harbours  in  the  colony 
which  he  could  name.  The  interest  necessary 
to  be  paid  on  this  loan  would  be  raised  by 
means  of  a  local  tax,  whereas  other  Harbour 
Boards  came  to  the  House  and  sought  to  obtain 
power  to  raise  large  sums  of  money,  and  the 
mterest  there  was  not  a  local  tax,  the  whole 
loan  being  guaranteed  by  the  Government  of  the 
colony.  Kow,  the  interest  on  the  Lyttelton 
Harbour  Board  Loan  was  distinctly  a  tax  on 
the  District  of  Canterbury,  and,  further  than 
that,  the  Lyttelton  harbour  was  not  in  the 
same  position  as  some  of  the  harbours  which 
had  obtained  power  to  spend  very  largely. 
Some  of  these  harbours  were  no  better  than 
charitable  institutions  for  giving  employment 
at  the  ports.  The  mining  populations,  when 
there  was  a  dearth  of  employment  at  the  mines, 
flocked  down  to  the  harbour  and  were  found 
employment  by  the  expenditure  of  this  bor- 
rowed money ;  and  to  give  these  harbours  au- 
thority to  borrow  further  money  was  simply 
giving  them  power  to  carry  on  further  harbour- 
works  which  were  of  very  questionable  utility. 
In  the  case  of  Lyttelton,  there  was  no  work 
being  carried  on  as  in  some  harbours  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  the  whole  power  in  this  Bill 
was  strictly  limited  to  the  power  of  purchasing 
plant.  There  was  no  power  given  to  spend 
one  shilling  of  the  £60,000  for  ordinary  main- 
tenance. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  was  just  going 
to  repeat  in  a  very  few  words  what  he  hcbd  to 
Captain  Russell 


say  abont  the  other  Bill.  He  thought  the 
Oovemment  were  taking  up  a  very  weak  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  these  borrowing  Bills.  Wheo 
the  Standing  Orders  were  being  amended,  a 
clause  should  have  been  inserted  providing 
that  no  private  member  should  introduce  a 
Loan  Bill  into  the  House.  The  Government 
should  lead  the  House  in  these  matters,  and 
the  Government  should  take  charge  of  the  Bill 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said,  while  agreeing  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Chriscchuroh  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  that  this  Bill  authorised  the  bor- 
rowing of  money  for  capital  account  and  not 
for  maintenance,  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  be  a  little  more  oarefol 
than  he  was  when  he  made  such  a  statement 
as  he  made  just  then  in  concluding  his  re- 
marks, by  saying  that  some  Harbour  Boards 
were  little  more  or  less  than  charitable  in- 
stitutions to  give  employment  to  people.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  acquiring  very 
rapidly  a  reputation  for  making  recklesa 
and  unwarrantable  assertions,  and  he  main- 
tained that  this  was  one  of  those  exceedingly 
reckless  and  unwarrantable  assertions  that  no> 
member  of  the  House  should  make,  unless 
there  was    some    foundation    for  making  it. 

g  OA  The  honourable  member  for  the  Bailer 
could,  like  himself,  bear  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  the  assertion  was  without  founda- 
tion. The  harbour-works  on  the  West  Coast 
could  only  be  carried  on  if  the  proposed  works 
were  first  approved  of  by  the  Governor  in 
Council ;  and  did  the  honourable  member  wish 
to  convey  to  the  House  that  the  Government 
had,  in  order  to  provide  a  charitable  insti- 
tution for  the  unemployed  of  the  ooontiy, 
sanctioned  the  commencement  and  prosecu- 
tion of  works  out  of  this  borrowed  money  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said.  It  was  done  notwith- 
standing. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  would  leave  that 
remark  to  the  honourable  member  to  think 
over,  as  he  was  sure  the  people  of  the  colony 
would  be  able  to  place  tnai  value  u^n  the 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks  that  ms  repu- 
tation warranted. 

Mr.  LEWIS  wished  to  say  one  or  two  words 
with  reference  to  a  remark  that  had  fallen  from 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  said  that  he 
could  not  for  the  life  of  him  understand  why 
it  was  that  the  rates  in  connection  vrith  the 
Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  should  be  lower  than 
in  any  other  port.  He  might  explain  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  they  had  exoeed- 
inglv  high  railway  rates  between  Lyttelton  and 
Christohuroh.  There  was  no  competition  in 
the  shape  of  water-carriage  between  Lyttelton 
and  Christohuroh  as  there  was  at  Port  Chal- 
mers and  the  Bluff,  and  it  was  therefore  neces- 
sary there  should  be  exceptionally  low  port 
charges  in  order  to  place  Canterbury  prodaoeri 
on  an  equal  footing  with  those  in  other  parts  ol 
the  colony. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  thought  the  House  was 
indebted  to  Captain  Russell  and  other  mem- 
bers who  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  the  country  to  the  position 
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up  bf  Harboar  Boards  and  other  looal  bodies 
in  ooming  to  that  House  and  asking  for  en- 
laiged  borrowing-powers.  He  thought  it  was 
a  veiT  serious  matter.  Honourable  members 
would  reoolleot  the  discussion  during  the  ses- 
sion of  1894  when  it  was  stated  by  honourable 
members  that  the  Government  should  oon- 
sider  the  question  of  taking  over  all  these  looal 
loans  and  making  them  colonial  loans — 
or,  in  other  words,  making  the  whole  colony 
beeome  responsible  for  the  loans  oontraeted 
by  looal  bodies.  Empowering  Bills  should  be 
referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Conmiittee. 
In  regard  to  this  Bill,  however,  it  was  quite 
different  from  other  measures  submitted  to  the 
House  that  evening.  The  total  amount  of  loan 
the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  had  committed 
itself  to  was  really  very  small-^only  £200,000. 
When  they  compared  that  with  the  half- 
million  raised  for  the  Westport  Harbour, 
honourable  members  would  at  once  recognise 
the  splendid  and  safe  security  on  which  this 
loan  was  proposed  to  be  raised.  Lyttelton 
Harbour  was  the  outlet  for  the  immense  volume 
of  wool,  mutton,  grain,  et  cetera,  grown  in  the 
fertile  Province  of  Canterbury.  What  he  re- 
gretted was  that  the  Board  had  not  moved  in 
this  matter  years  ago.  They  ought  to  have 
had  a  good  dredging  plant  in  operation  for  at 
least  the  past  ten  years.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  1895  he  went  to  Lyttelton  on  board 
the  S.S.  "Ionic,"  and  when  going  in  at  the 
Gladstone  Pier  the  water  became  very  much 
discoloured  from  the  steamer  ploughing  up  the 
mad.  He  thought  then,  and  he  thought  now, 
that  a  large  and  efficient  dredging  plant  should 
have  been  in  operation  there  for  years.  The 
steamers  now  visiting  Lyttelton  to  take  away 
produce  were  large,  but  they  were  likely  to  be 
larger  in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  and,  such 
being  the  case,  the  Board  were  justified  in  ask- 
ing the  House  for  power  to  raise  a  sum  of 
£60,000  to  provide  a  dredging  plant  for  future 
requirements.  The  Government  should  offer 
no  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  Bill.  As  a 
Canterbury  member  he  did  not  object  to  the 
whole  administration  of  the  Lyttelton  Harbour 
Board  being  inquired  into,  and  the  liabilities 
the  Board  was  committed  to,  for  he  was  sure 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  would  recom- 
mend the  House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  HOGG  thought  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  they  should  allow  the  whole  of  the 
Harbour  Boards  to  go  on  in  this  manner  borrow- 
ing large  sums  of  money  periodically.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  considerable  difference  between 
this  application  and  the  one  that  had  been 
made  that  evening  on  behalf  of  Westport.  On 
the  one  hand  they  had  a  young  harbour,  one 
that  might  be  said  to  be  only  in  its  infancy, 
but  that  was  likely  to  be  the  means  of  develop- 
ing the  magnificent  resources  of  the  West 
Coast — be  referred  to  the  coalfields.  But  with 
regard  to  Lyttelton  the  same  argument  would 
not  apply.  The  Harbour  Board  at  Lyttelton 
was  one  of  the  oldest  Boards  in  the  colony. 
That  Board  had  already  expended  a  very  large 
amount  of  money,  and  it  enjoyed  valuable 
endowments.     It  had  splendid  resources  and 


good  revenues,  and  ought  to  be  able  to  main- 
tain itself  easily  in  consequence  of  the  large 
amount  of  trade  it  did.  The  Board  wished  to 
borrow  £60,000,  for  what  purpose?  Was  not 
half  of  that  money  going  to  be  employed  in 
purchasing  a  dredse  ?  It  was  only  a  few  years 
since  they  had  a  dredge,  but  it  was  got  rid  of. 
They  now  proposed  to  spend  £25,000  or  £80,00'> 
in  purchasing  another  dredge,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  loan  was  to  be  devoted  to 
maintaining  that  dredge.  He  asked  why 
they  had  disposed  of  the  first  dredge  if  they 
found  it  already  necessary  to  purchase  another? 
The  maintenance,  being  an  annually  -  recur- 
ring expenditure,  should  be  provided  for  out 
of  the  ordinary  harbour  revenue.  Further, 
if  it  was  necessary  to  have  another  dredge,  the 
money  that  was  obtained  from  the  sale  of  the 
first  dredge  ought  to  be  now  available  for  this 
purpose.  It  seemed  that  they  had  got  rid  of 
the  dredge  and  the  proceeds  of  its  sale  in  a  way 
that  was  hardly  creditable  to  the  Board.  He 
was  told  that  the  Lyttelton  Harbour,  after  all 
the  expenditure  and  trouble  spent  on  it,  was 
little  better  than  a  magnificent  duck-pond.  It 
was  scooped  out  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
being  silted  up  again.  They  had  had  a  vivid 
exhibition  of  that  not  long  ago,  when  the  con- 
tingent was  leaving  for  the  Mother-country. 
After  bidding  farewell  to  their  friends  they 
were  unable  to  leave  the  harbour  because  the 
vessel  became  stuck  in  the  mud.  Honour- 
able members  from  Canterbury  would  not 
deny  the  fact  he  was  relating,  and  what  did  it 
indicate?  Plainly  this:  that  the  sooner  the 
management  of  the  port  was  placed  in  more 
competent  hands  than  the  present  membera  of 
the  Board  the  better  it  would  be  for  that  part 
of  the  colony.  At  all  events,  he  considered  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  well  scrutinised  before  further 
borrowing  was  allowed.  If  the  Board  wished 
to  pay  its  way,  and  wished  to  meet  increased 
expenditure,  it  could  easily  raise  the  harbour 
rates.  It  was  stated  that  the  water  had  been 
lowered  of  late  years ;  and,  if  that  was  so,  and 
the  Board  was  in  financial  difficulties,  it  was 
their  obvious  duty  to  raise  the  rates  instead  of 
asking  for  further  borrowing-powers. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  ought  to  be 
much  obliged  to  the  last  speaker  for  having 
shown  the  necessity  for  borrowing  the  money. 
He  thought  it  had  been  the  practice  of  this 
Board  of  late  years  to  rent  a  dredge  to  do 
their  work,  and  would  it  not  be  well  to  con- 
tinue this  method  rather  thou  to  raise  a  fresh 
loan  ?  He  believed  that  before  the  session  was 
over  they  would  have  been  asked  for  something 
like  £370,000  for  the  various  harbours  in  the 
colony,  which  would  be  something  alarming. 
No  doubt  what  has  necessitated  this  was  that 
ships  were  built  of  a  larger  type  and  could  not 
get  in  and  out  of  the  harbours  unless  there  was 
a  sufficient  depth  of  water.  Consequently 
dredging  had  to  be  carried  on  ;  but  he  really 
thought  when  the  Board  could  reduce  its 
charges,  as  shown  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  the  Bill,  they  could  well  afford  to 
raise  the  port  dues  slightly  to  meet  this  case» 
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He  thought  the  Board  should  have  asked  only 
for  £30,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  dredge,  and 
raised  the  harbour  dues  to  pay  interest  on  the 
loan. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  would  give  the  Bill  his  oor- 
dial  support  as  being  a  very  necessary  one. 
There  was,  however,  an  omission  in  it — there 
was  no  maximum  rate  of  interest  fixed.  That, 
however,  was  a  Committee  objection,  which  he 
would  endeavour  to  remove  when  the  Bill  was 
in  Committee.  He  regretted  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  should  have  made  such 
an  acrimonious  speech  ;  it  was  unworthy  of 
that  honourable  gentleman.  He  would  not, 
however,  have  risen  had  it  not  been  for  the 
uncalled-for  reflection  cast  on  the  Westport 
Harbour  Board  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City,  Mr.  Taylor. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— Not  Westport. 
Mr.  O' BEGAN  was  glad  of  that.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must,  then,  have  referred 
to  Greymouth ;  but  the  aspersion  was  quite 
unwarranted.  He  would  advise  that  honour- 
able gentleman  not  to  lend  too  willing  an  ear  to 
haphazard  statements  of  irresponsible  people. 
Perhaps,  if  asked  for  proof,  the  answer  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  similar  to  that 
of  the  late  lamented  Mrs.  Gamp,  '*  Mrs.  Harris 
said  so."  But  he  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  statement  was  quite  incor- 
rect, and  he  regretted  he  should  have  allowed 
himself  to  make  such  a  statement  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Masterton  was  quite  in- 
telligible when  one  recollected  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  was  interested  in  the 
Wellington  Harbour,  and  any  trade  driven  away 
from  Lyttelton  would  be  diverted  to  Welling- 
ton for  transhipment.  The  object  of  the  Bill, 
as  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  introducing  the  Bill,  was  to  borrow 
money  to  purchase  a  dredge  and  do  oertain 
work  in  connection  with  the  outer  harbour. 
The  honourable  member  for  Masterton  had 
asked  what  had  become  of  the  old  dredge. 
Well,  it  had  served  its  purpose  very  well  up  to  a 
point ;  but  during  the  last  few  years  the  size  of 
steamers  had  increased,  and  deeper  soundings 
and  more  accommodation  was  required,  and  the 
old  dredge  could  not  work  deep  enough.  This 
money  would  be  spent  in  dredging  the  outer 
harbour,  so  that  steamers  might  swing  out  into 
the  stream  without  difficulty.  He  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Geral- 
dine,  who  was  a  farmer,  advocating  the  raising 
of  the  port  charges.  If  the  charges  were  raised 
it  meant  that  the  producers  of  the  Canterbury 
District  must  bear  the  increased  charge.  Of 
course,  the  secret  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's opposition  might  be  that  he  shipped 
from  Timaru.  He  felt  sure,  however,  the  Bill 
would  commend  itself  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MORRISON  would  not  have  risen  had 
it  not  been  for  the  severe  strictures  passed  on 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  and  also 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton.  He 
thought  the  House  was  overdoing  the  thing  in 
granting  so  much  power  to  harbours  to  borrow. 
Mr,  Flatman 


The  Lyttelton  Board  asked  for  power  to  bonow 
£60,000,  with  no  arrangement  with  regard  to 
the  amount  of  interest.  The  honoorabla  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  ii^Duth)  re- 
pudiated the  idea  of  increasing  the  harbour 
charges  ;  but  he  would  like  to  know  where  the 
interest  on  the  £60,000  was  to  come  from. 
The  Board  had  all  they  could  do  to  pay  their 
way  at  present,  and  he  would  like  to  Imow  how 
they  were  going  to  get  along  if  they  did  not 
increase  the  charges?  The  Boiurd,  as  they 
all  knew,  had  been  very  well  nursed  by 
the  Government,  who  had  provided  prison 
labour  at  a  very  low  cost.  A  great  quantity 
of  reclamation  had  been  done  for  the  Board  in 
this  way,  and  why  should  the  same  not  be  done 
for  other  Harbour  Boards?  They  all  had  an 
equal  right  to  assistance  by  prison  labour.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  force  this  matter  to  a 
division;  he  did  not  think,  seeing  that  they 
had  granted  the  necessary  borrowing- powers 
to  other  Harbour  Boards,  it  would  be  fair  to 
refuse  it  to  Lyttelton.  But  he  warned  the 
House  that  they  were  travelling  on  vary  dan- 
gerous lines.  There  was  no  oompariaon  be- 
tween Westport  and  Lyttelton.  The  one 
opened  up  a  coal  area  for  the  whole  colony, 
while,  so  far  as  Lyttelton  was  concerned,  there 
was  no  back  country. 

Hon.  MBMBBB8.--0h  1 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  he  expected  thai  aome 
of  the  honourable  members  for  Christohnioh 
City  would  get  up  in  their  plaoes  and  oontradiet 
him.  He  knew  there  was  back  country  there; 
but  there  was  a  big  tunnel  to  go  through  befdie 
you  tapped  that  back  country.  As  he  had  said, 
there  was  no  comparison  between  the  tvro  har- 
bours. Westport  was  the  outlet  for  the  best 
coal  in  the  colony,  and  he  thought  everything 
possible  should  be  done  to  faoilitate  the  loading 
of  vessels  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  Not- 
withstanding the  very  large  expenditure  on  the 
Lyttelton  Harbour,  he  did  not  know  that  that 
expenditure  had  been  of  very  great  advantage. 
He  did  not  know  that  it  would  do  a  great 
deal  of  injury  even  if  the  Lyttelton  Harboor 
were  to  close  up.  There  were  splendid  har- 
bours further  down  the  coast. 

An  Hon.  Msubbb.— Where  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— At  Port  Chalmers,  and 
at  Timaru,  and  other  places  which  he  eoold 
name. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb.— And  the  Bluff. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said,  Yes,  and  the  Bloi!. 
which  was  becoming  one  of  the  best  harboms 
in  the  colony.  He  noticed  by  the  papers  a  short 
time  ago  that  a  rock  was  discovered  in  the  har- 
bour ;  but  that  was  now  going  to  be  removed, 
and  ships  would  then  be  able  to  go  into  the 
Bluff  at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night.  It  wa« 
not  an  artificial  harbour.  As  he  had  said, 
there  were  some  splendid  harbours  farther 
south  than  Lyttelton.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  try  and  look  this  question  of  borrowing 
squarely  in  the  face.  He  did  not  know  that 
he  would  like  to  see  the  Bill  thrown  out,  and 
he  would  n6t  force  it  to  a  division.  But 
he  would  like  in  Committee  to  see  the  pto- 
visions  of  the  Bill  safeguarded  as  much  as  poa- 
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fiible.  £200,000  had  been  expended  on  the 
Lyttelton  Harbour,  and  they  wanted  to  expend 
£60,000  more.  He  might  remind  honourable 
members  that  a  few  months  ago,  when  the 
Contingent  was  going  Home,  the  steamer  in 
whioh  they  went  oould  not  get  out  for  some 
time  owing  to  there  not  being  sufficient  depth 
of  water.  He  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  Bill, 
but  he  would  like  the  House  to  face  the  ques- 
tion fairly.  He  trusted  they  would  be  a  little 
more  careful  in  granting  further  borrowing- 
powers  to  these  Harbour  Boards,  seeing  that 
there  is  a  growing  agitation  all  over  the  colony 
in  favour  of  consolidating  all  harbour  loans, 
and  it  was  a  question  which  would  have  to  be 
faced  by  the  Government  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  he  was  delighted  to  hear 
the  last  speaker  say  that  he  would  like  the 
House  to  look  the  question  of  increasing  the 
indebtedness  on  the  part  of  Harbour  Boards 
fairly  in  the  face.  He  believed  the  House,  dur- 
ing the  last  fifteen  minutes,  had  had  a  grand 
opportunity  of  looking  the  conduct  of  some 
members  fairly  in  the  face.  To- night  they  had 
the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham  sitting 
quietly  in  his  comer-seat  while  a  proposal  was 
laid  before  the  House  for  further  facilities  for 
spending  on  the  part  of  the  Otago  Harbour 
Board,  which  exercised  jurisdiction  in  the 
honourable  member's  own  immediate  district, 
and  whioh,  according  to  the  returns  of  1895, 
was  set  down  as  owing  £690,588.  The  honour- 
able member  had  not  a  word  to  say  against 
that.  He  kept  a  golden  silence,  and  preferred 
to  sit  quietly  in  that  corner  which  so  well  be- 
fitted him.  The  honourable  member  did  not 
enter  a  protest  then,  and  ask  the  House  to  look 
the  question  fairly  in  the  face.  He  thought 
the  House  before  long — if  it  was  not  so  already — 
would  be  able  to  attach  due  importance  to  any 
statements  made  by  the  honourable  member. 
Now  the  honourable  member  rose,  and,  in  the 
ease  of  a  Harbour  Board  which  had  never 
sought  authority  in  that  House  to  raise  a  loan 
from  the  time  it  was  originally  constituted  in 
1878,  twenty  years  ago— a  Harbour  Board 
which  did  the  trade  of  the  wealthiest  and  moss 
productive  province  in  the  colony,  which  has 
shipped  more  grain,  wool,  and  produce  than 
perhaps  any  other  port — he  seriously  wanted 
an  examination  of  the  position.  He  thanked 
the  honourable  member  for  reminding  him  of 
that.  He  (Mr.  Tanner)  had  intended  to  refer 
to  the  enormous  quantity  of  stuff  whioh  must 
and  always  did  pass  through  the  Port  of  Lyt- 
tel ton— whioh  passed  from  the  wharves  to  the 
ships,  and  also  from  the  ships  to  the  wharves — 
at  rates  lower  than  those  charged  by  any 
Harbour  Board  in  the  colony.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham  was  vastly 
exercised  because  this  Board  considered  it 
necessary  now  to  come  to  the  House  and  ask 
permission  to  raise  an  additional  £60,000.  He 
need  refer  no  longer  to  the  marked  contrast  in 
the  conduct  of  the  honourable  member  in  re- 
gard to  this  and  the  previous  Bill.  Personally, 
he  (Mr.  Tanner)  was  not  in  favour  of  local 
bodies  hampering  themselves  with  loans  unless 
he  oonld  see  a  necessity  for  it.    He  would  not 


have  spoken,  and  thus  aided  in  delaying  the 
progress  of  the  Bill,  had  it  not  been  just  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  conduct  of  the  honour- 
able member  with  respect  to  the  two  different 
ports ;  and  to  remind  the  House  that,  if 
Lyttelton  was  to  maintain  its  position — which 
apparently  was  not  the  desire  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Gaversham — it  would  be  necessary 
to  carry  out  Rome  further  improvements  with 
regard  to  its  harbour. 

Mr.  MORBISON  said  he  did  not  want  to 
disturb  the  honourable  member  when  speaking, 
because  he  knew  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  giving  the  House,  as  he  genersJly  did,  a 
lecture ;  but  he  would  like  to  point  out  that 
the  Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill  was  not  a  bor- 
rowing Bill  at  all.  It  simply  allowed  the  Board 
to  transfer  a  balance  of  £11,600  for  the  purpose 
of  harbour  improvements. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  would  not  have  risen  to 
aay  anything  but  for  certain  statements  made 
with  regard  to  the  resources  of  this  Board. 
He  remembered  the  mitiation  of  the  harbour- 
works  at  Lyttelton,  when  the  harbour- works 
were  largely  and  liberally  endowed  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government.  He  might  go  back  to  the 
time  when  Samuel  Bealey  was  Superintendent 
of  Canterbury,  and  later,  Mr.  RoUeston  and  Mr. 
Sefton  Moorhouse.  The  Provincial  Govern- 
ment in  those  days  was  very  largely  exercised 
to  find  necessary  funds  to  provide  proper  wharf- 
accommodation.  In  the  old  times,  when 
Mr.  Dobson  was  Provincial  Engineer,  funds 
were  very  restricted.  The  Lyttelton  Harbour 
works  were  then  called  <*Tbe  old  sea-ser- 
pent." They  were  very  rickety,  tumble-down 
works.    Every  one  admired  the    sea-serpent. 

y^Q  All  that  was  the  result  of  want  of 
'  funds.  Of  course,  the  port  had  grown 
very  much  since  then.  It  had  reached  the  state 
described  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition ;  it 
was  very  much  silted  up — in  fact,  it  was  con- 
stantly being  silted  up;  whatever  the  operation 
of  Nature  might  be,  one  could  not  disguise  or 
dispute  the  fact  that,  dredge  as  they  would,  the 
harbour  was  constantly  filling  up  again  with 
mud.  Where  the  mud  came  from,  as  had  been 
said,  was  not  a  question  for  him  to  answer.  It 
was  disputed  that  large  vessels  which  went 
there  had  difficulty  in  berthing  alongside  the 
wharf.  Well,  he  remembered  a  few  years  ago 
making  two  trips,  one  to  Lyttelton  and  one  to 
Auckland,  and  he  had  the  same  experience 
in  each  case.  The  vessel  in  which  he  was 
had  to  wait  for  the  tide  before  she  could 
take  her  place  alongside  the  wharf.  He 
was  not  pointing  out  these  matters  to  prove 
the  inferiority  d.  these  ports  to  the  Port  of 
Wellington,  for  it  was  undoubted  that  the  Port 
of  Wellington  was  superior  to  all  other  ports  in 
New  Zealand.  That,  he  thought,  was  undis- 
puted. If  they  took  the  Bluff,  it  was  not,  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham  said,  an 
artificial  harbour ;  it  was  a  free- water  harbour, 
but  still  it  was  a  very  dangerous  harbour. 
Then,  if  they  came  to  the  £669,000  spent  on  the 
Otago  Harbour  works,  that  revived  the  recol- 
lections of  what  was  called  *'  Old  Jimmy 
Macandrew's  rake" — raking  the  bar  in  order 
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that  the  sand  might  be  carried  out  by  the 
tide.  He  had  alrefCdy  partly  described  the  Lyt- 
telton  Harbour ;  and,  strange  to  say,  the  best 
harbour — Akaroa — had  never  been  utilised.  As 
he  said,  Mr.  Dobson,  in  his  day,  was  one  of  the 
most  able  engineers  employed  by  the  Canter- 
bury Provincial  Government;  but  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  carrying  on  the  Lyttelton  Harbour 
works ;  and  after  all  that  had  been  done  the  port 
could  not  compare  with  Wellington,  because  it 
did  not  possess  anything  like  the  same  natural 
advantages.  Still,  notwithstanding  its  disad- 
vantages, he  had  seen  something  like  twenty- 
seven  ships  in  Lyttelton  Harbour  at  one  time  ; 
but  still  the  difficulties  of  the  old  days  were 
the  difficulties  of  the  present  day,  despite 
the  great  expenditure  that  had  taken  place. 
It  was  said  that  when  the  '*  Kuahine  "  stuck 
some  time  ago  the  tide  was  exceptionally  low, 
and  the  ship  exceptionally  large.  He  believed 
that  was  the  case  ;  but  he  rejected  as  improper 
the  suggestion  that  she  had  been  purposely 
stuck.  Since  then  the  *'Mataura"  and  the 
"  Rakaia  "  had  also  stuck  there.  They  had  in 
Canterbury  large  fertile  plains,  from  which  was 
raised  75  per  cent,  of  the  wheat  product  of  the 
colony,  and  to  carry  on  the  enormous  export 
trade  of  the  port  the  harbour  was  quite  in- 
sufficient. He  agreed  that  they  should  aid 
the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  in  every  possible 
way ;  and  he  quite  sympathized  with  the 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  who 
was  one  of  Canterbury's  oldest  settlers — an 
old  Canterbury  engineer — and  one  who  was  re- 
spected throughout  the  Provincial  District  of 
Canterbury  because  of  the  work  he  had  done 
for  it.  He  was  an  old  member  of  the  Lyttelton 
Harbour  Board,  and  on  that  ground  was  en- 
titled to  the  sympathy  of  the  House.  He  quite 
agreed  with  all  Captain  Bussell  said  about  the 
other  harbours,  such  as  those  at  Gisbome  and 
Napier— two  ridiculous  works.  It  was  absurd, 
as  the  honourable  member  remarked,  that  the 
puny  efforts  of  man  should  be  pitted  against 
the  forces  of  Nature.  At  the  same  time  there 
were  difficulties  of  another  character.  Some 
one  had  said  that  if  there  was  not  sufficient 
water  they  should  resort  to  dredging ;  but 
dredging,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  would  readily  admit,  was 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  things  in  connec- 
tion with  the  wharves  and  piers  of  a  har- 
bour. Take  the  case  of  the  engineer  of  the 
Wellington  Harbour  Board  (Mr.  Ferguson). 
He  used  his  dredges  very  carefully.  There 
were  Priestman  dredges  at  work  ;  but  he  was 
careful  to  see  that  they  did  not  too  closely 
approach  the  wharf  structure,  otherwise  they 
might  tumble  down.  Mr  Dobson,  who  carried 
out  the  Lyttelton  Harbour  works  long  before 
the  moles  were  erected,  was  a  man  who  under- 
stood the  duty  intrusted  to  him.  In  his  day  he 
was  an  able  engineer,  and  was  much  respected 
by  the  people  of  Canterbury  for  the  work  he 
did.  He  quite  agreed  that  it  was  a  misfortune 
for  the  Canterbury  District  that  it  had  not  a 
better  port ;  but  it  had  to  be  remembered  that 
the  Harbour  Board  had  spent  large  sums  in 
trying  to  improve  it.  There  had  been  lavish 
Mr.  Fisher 


expenditure  at  times.  An  honourable  member- 
had  said  that  the  port  dues  of  Lyttelton  weie 
much  less  than  those  of  Port  Chalmers;  but- 
what  was  there  in  that  argument  ?  Every  one 
was  aware  that  the  Victoria  Channel  in  the 
Otago  Harbour  had  cost  a  great  sum,  and  that 
no  corresponding  advantage  had  been  gained. 
There  was,  too,  the  case  of  Wanganui,  where  a. 
sum  of  about  £100,000  had  been  spent,  with 
the  result  that  they  had  succeeded  in  reducing 
the  depth  of  water  one  foot.  That  was  a  former 
experience.  He  agreed  with  the  member  for 
Masterton  that  the  House  ought  to  be  ex- 
tremely careful  as  to  what  it  did.  What  he 
had  seen  that  night  with  regard  to  .harboor 
loans  reminded  him  of  the  year  1882,  when  Sir 
Frederick  Whi  taker  introduced  his  Harboara 
Act,  following  on  which  came  on  a  perfect  Bwarm 
of  Harbour  Board  Bills,  all  for  the  purpose  of 
borrowing,  which  caused  Sir  Frederick  Whit- 
aker  to  characterize  the  parent  Bill  and  the 
others  as  the  sow  and  her  little  pigs.  Since 
that  date  Harbour  Boards  seemed  to  have  hot 
one  idea,  and  that  was  to  borrow.  The  total 
expenditure  on  harbour-works  throughout  the 
colony  to  date  was  £8,686,959.  One  would  not 
grudge  the  expenditure  of  even  that  large 
amount  if  there  were  any  accruing  advantage, 
but  where  were  the  advantages  ?  Take  Oamam. 
A  great  wave  came  there  and  made  a  gap  of 
20  ft.  in  the  sea-wall,  necessitating  a  large 
expenditure  to  put  it  in  order  again.  TfaeD, 
take  Napier.  He  would  tell  the  House  some- 
thing about  the  origin  of  that  harbour- work. 
When  the  Government  appointed  a  Commis- 
sion to  go  round  the  colony  to  see  which  rail- 
ways should  be  proceeded  with  and  which 
stopped,  they  recommended  that  the  Welling- 
ton-Manawatu  line  should  not  be  proceed^ 
with.  The  reason  was  this:  Mr.  Ormond,  on 
the  East  Coast,  and  Major  Atkinson,  on  the 
West  Coast,  put  their  heads  together,  and  de- 
termined that  the  trade  of  those  parts  of  the 
colony  should  not  be  allowed  to  filter  towards 
Wellington.  They  would  have  their  own  har- 
bour-works. See  the  folly  of  the  two  men — 
and  two  of  the  most  able  men  who  ever  sat  in 
that  House.  But  the  forces  of  Nature  mnst 
tell  in  the  end.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  had  been  spent  on  abortive  harbour- 
works,  and  still  the  principal  trade  of  those 
two  provinces  oome  to  Wellington  by  rail. 
Tbe  scheme  on  the  East  Coast  was  an  abso- 
lute failure,  and  the  one  on  the  West  Coast 
was,  if  possible,  a  greater  failure.  The  honoor- 
able  members  should  notice  how  the  Harbour 
Boards  frittered  away  their  money.  He  was 
not  surprised  at  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  speaking  as  he  did  on  this  point. 
Why,  quite  recently  a  contractor  secured  the 
right  to  carry  out  certain  works  at  sohedols 
prices.  Then  came  the  great  storm  of  six 
months  ago  that  washed  away  a  large  portion 
of  the  harbour-works.  Seeing  the  absolats 
futility  of  the  work,  the  contract  was  at  ones 
terminated  ;  but  the  contractor  had  eleared 
£10,000  in  that  short  time.  That  was  how  the 
money  was  frittered  away.  The  Napier  Har- 
bour Board  had  suffered  seyerely  from  similar 
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■koims  before,  and,  with  reasonable  foresight, 
they  should  have  anticipated  the  possibility^  of 
saoh  an  ooourrence  again,  and  provided  for  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  travelling  very  far  from  the  subject 
under  consideration  by  the  House,  which  was 
the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill. 

Mr.  FISHEK  thought  he  had  already  said 
mffioient  about  the  Lyttelton  Harbour.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  wondered  why  the 
Ljrttelton  Harbour  was  silting  up.  Now,  he 
fMr.  Fisher)  had  lived  very  many  years  in 
Canterbury,  and  knew  something  about  Lyttel- 
ton Harbour.  No  matter  how  much  dredging 
they  Ofurried  on  at  Lyttelton  there  would  always 
be  this  silt  to  cope  with,  and  as  a  consequence 
shallow  water.  They  had  been  told  that  the 
ships  of  the  future  would  be  still  larger  ships. 
Weil,  he  could  scarcely  see  how  they  were  to 
get  larger  ships  into  Lyttelton,  when  vessels  like 
the  **  Ruahine,"  "  Rakaia,"  and  '«  Mataura  " 
stuck  there.  He  agreed  that  the  productiveness 
of  these  great  Canterbury  Plains  was  too  great 
for  the  Port  of  Lyttelton,  and  it  was  an  un- 
happy arrangement  of  Nature  that  those  plains 
had  not  a  better  port  as  an  outlet.  If  the 
Canterbury  Plains  had  as  their  base  the  great 
Port  of  Wellington,  they  would  see  what  the 
combination  would  do  for  the  trade  and  com- 
meroe  of  the  country.  Eminent  engineers 
who  had  visited  Canterbury  had  always  won- 
dered why  Akaroa  was  not  the  port  for  the 
whole  of  the  Canterbury  Plains.  If  that  port 
had  been  selected,  it  would  have  been  easy  to 
connect  it  by  railway  round  by  Little  River 
with  Chris tchurch.     No  doubt  it  was  an  in- 

Senions  and  bold  proposal  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
loorhouse  to  connect  Lyttelton  with  Christ- 
churoh  by  means  of  a  tunnel.  But  it  would 
have  been  easy  to  carry  the  traffic  from  Akaroa. 
If  Akaroa  had  been  connected  by  rail  with 
Christchurch  the  expense  of  making  the  tunnel 
from  Christchurch  to  Lyttelton  would  have 
been  saved,  and  the  people  of  Canterbury  would 
not  have  been  dependent  upon  a  second-  or  a 
thixd-olass  port  like  Lyttelton,  as  they  were 
now.  Whoever  the  engineer  of  the  Lyttelton 
Harbour  Board  might  be,  he  had  before  him  a 
great  task  indeed  to  make  Lyttelton  into  fk 
first-class  port.  It  could  never  be  done  by 
the  employment  of  dredgers.  Besides,  the 
Lyttelton  wharves  were  very  old  wharves, 
and  the  water  area  inside  the  mole  was 
so  limited  that  it  was  almost  impossible,  he 
thought,  to  carry  on  a  work  like  the  dredging 
that  was  said  to  be  necessary.  If  it  was 
necessary,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  said, 
to  enter  on  a  further  expenditure  in  order  to 
turn  to  greater  advantage  what  works  they  had, 
he  saw  no  objection  to  the  Bill ;  and  if  he  could 
aid  the  honourable  gentleman  he  would  be  very 
happy  to  do  so. 

. .  Q  Mr.  JOYCE  regretted  the  necessity 
*  for  him  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  in  this  matter,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  statements  mside  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversbam  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  say  a  few  words.'    The  honourable 


member  for  Masterton,  he  had  no  doubt,  would 
very  much  regret,  when  reading  Hanaard^  to 
find  that  he  made  so  many  misstatements  with 
regard  to  Lyttelton  Harbour,  and  would  be 
sorry,  in  having  made  the  speech  to-night, 
when  he  stated  that  the  Harbour  Board  had 
endowments  and  received  assistance  from  the* 
Government  in  the  shape  of  prison-labour,  as, 
upon  reflection,  he  would  find  those  statements 
were  untrue.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversbam,  he  had  displayed 
such  ignorance  that  be  could  scarcely  imagine 
the  consternation  of  his  constituents  to  find  a^ 
man  making  the  statements  he  did.  He  stated 
that  the  Harbour  Board  had  endowments,  and 
that  prisoners  were  at  work  reclaiming  a  por- 
tion of  the  foreshore  in  the  interests  of  tho 
Harbour  Board.  Now,  these  things  were 
entirely  incorrect.  The  facts  were  these; 
Some  seventeen  years  ago  the  Government  of 
the  day  obtained  permission  from  the  Lyttel- 
ton Harbour  Board  to  make  a  reclamation  so 
as  to  find  employment  for  prisoners,  the  cost  of 
the  reclamation  to  be  paid  by  the  Board  if  it 
wanted  the  land.  That  reclamation  went  on 
for  several  years ;  but  the  Government  in  1889 
stopped  the  reclamation,  and  they  did  not  face- 
the  work  they  had  done.  As  a  result  a  great 
portion  of  the  reclamation,  with  the  first  heavy 
gale  from  the  south-west,  was  swept  into  the 
harbour.  Now,  if  the  Harbour  Board  had 
come  to  the  House  and  asked  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  placed  on  the  estimates  as> 
compensation  to  the  Harbour  Board  for  the 
damage  done  to  the  Harbour  Board  it  would* 
have  done  the  proper  thing.  Indeed,  he  was 
surprised  the  Haroour  Board  had  not  made 
a  claim  on  the  Government  for  the  damage  that 
had  been  done  to  their  property.  The  Govern- 
ment was  now  making  some  slight  reparation 
bv  prison-labour  in  facing  with  stone  the  re- 
clamation which  had  not  been  washed  away. 
For  years  past  parts  of  the  reclamation,  with 
every  gaJe,  had  been  washed  into  the  harbour, 
and  the  dredge  which  it  was  proposed  to  pur- 
chase with  the  loan  now  asked  for  would  be  to- 
repair  the  damage  so  done  through  the  negli- 
gence of  the  Government  in  not  having  the 
reclamation  properly  faced.  Indeed,  damage 
must  have  been  caused  to  the  extent  of  £20,000. 
As  to  the  previous  loan,  that  was  being  repaid 
vear  bv  year.  There  was  a  sinking  fund  put 
by,  and  it  was  growing  every  year,  and  in  time 
the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board  would  make  its 
port  a  free  one.  It  was  not  like  the  Otago 
Harbour,  in  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversbam  was  interested.  The  Otago  Har- 
bour Board  had  no  sinking  fund,  and  there 
were  debts  owing  by  that  Board  to  the  ex- 
tent of  nearly  a  million  of  money.  Why 
the  honourable  member  for  Caversbam  should 
make  such  statements  as  he  had  with  re- 
ference to  the  Lyttelton  Harbour  was  be- 
yond his  comprehension.  The  money  which 
was  asked  for  by  this  Bill  was  simply  to  pur- 
chase a  dredging  plant  to  repair  the  damages 
done  by  the  Government  in  not  facing  this 
reclamation.  Reference  had  been  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  to  the  dredg- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


516 


Lyttelton  Ha/rbaur 


[HOUSB.]         Board  Loan  BiU.        [Nov.  4 


log  plant  which  had  been  purchased  yean  ago. 
Well,  that  plant  had  done  its  service.  When 
the  Harbour  Board  was  first  started  it  had  a 
<!ertaiD  plan — namely,  to  provide  for  shipping 
of  a  certain  class.  The  circumstances  of  to- 
day*s  shipping  were  very  different  from  what 
they  were  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  necessity 
now  for  having  a  deeper  draught  of  water  in  the 
harbour  required  a  different  kind  of  dredging 
plant.  He  did  not  suppose  there  was  any  real 
opposition  to  this  Bill.  It  appeared  the  oppo- 
sition was  to  a  Bill  of  his  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutohe- 
son),  but  he  trusted  that  the  Bill  would  be 
passed  at  once,  and  that  they  would  get  on  to 
the  real  question  that  was  occasioning  oppo- 
sition in  the  House. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  some  of  the  members 
had  been  amusing  themselves  over  this  Bill, 
and  some  had  displayed  a  vast  amount  of 
ignorance.  As  for  the  prison-labour  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham, 
he  could  only  say  he  wished  the  honourable 
-gentleman  had  that  prison-labour  at  Dunedin, 
because,  so  far  from  it  being  of  any  benefit 
whatever  to  the  Lyttelton  Harbour  Board,  the 
work  done  by  that  prison-labour  was  partially 
the  cause  of  this  Bill  being  required.  The 
^ork  had  not  been  properly  carried  out ;  it 
had  not  been  protected  as  it  advanced  as  it 
■should  have  been,  and  a  portion  of  it  had 
drifted  and  formed  a  small  shoal  across  the 
entrance  to  the  inner  harbour.  He  was 
astonished  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
fihould  have  displayed  such  a  gross  degree 
of  ignorance  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
It  was  not  a  question  of  maintenance  in 
.any  sense  whatever.  It  was  a  question  of 
making  the  harbour  better  than  it  had  hitherto 
been.  Years  ago  they  dredged  the  harbour  at 
Lyttelton  sufficiently  to  accommodate  vessels 
of  a  draught  of  25  ft.,  and  now  they  wanted  to 
•dredge  a  somewhat  larger  area,  so  that  they 
might  take  in  vessels  drawing  28  ft.  at  all  stages 
of  the  tide— at  least,  not  only  at  high-tide,  but 
at  half-tide.  There  was  no  silting-up — none 
-whatever.  There  was  nothing  to  silt  up. 
There  was  no  shingle  or  sand  drifting  in  there. 
It  was  simply  a  question  of  making  the  har- 
bour better  than  it  ever  was  before.  And 
:as  to  the  dredge  that  was  sold,  they  had 
a  dredge  and  hopper-baiges  that  cost  the 
Harbour  Board  about  £30,000.  They  kept 
that  dredging  plant  going  so  long  as  the 
-dredge  could  do  any  effective  work ;  but  it 
had  only  a  limited  capacity.  When  there  was 
no  longer  any  use  for  it  it  was  sold  to  the 
•Government  for  little  more  than  a  third  of 
what  it  had  cost,  and  it  was  sent  round  to 
Westport,  and  was  doing  good  work  there. 
Now  the  Harbour  Board  wanted  a  dredge  that 
would  dredge  to  a  greater  depth  than  the  old 
plant.  If  the  harbour  was  not  to  progress  with 
the  times,  and  if  they  were  to  be  limited  to  the 
-depth  of  water  they  had  there  at  present,  the 
result  would  be  that  the  larger  vessels  would 
no  longer  be  able  to  complete  their  loading  at 
Lyttelton,  and  they  would  be  in  the  same  posi- 
>tion  as  the  Port  of  Dunedin. 
Mr,  Joyc€ 


Mr.  SEDDON.—What  about  the  silt  yoa 
say  is  being  deposited— coming  round  the  mole  f 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  had  drifted  from  the 
reclamation  which  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
Government,  and  which  had  not  been  properly 
protected.  Since  1893  the  depth  of  water  im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  moles  had  been  re- 
duced by  2  ft.,  and,  in  his  judgment,  that  waa 
almost  entirely  owing  to  the  improper  carrying- 
on  of  the  reclamation  by  prison-labour,  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  that  he  doubted  if  he  should 
have  had  to  come  to  the  House  for  peimisaion 
to  borrow  £60,000.  The  money  obtained  lor 
the  dredge  that  was  sold  had  since  that  been 
expended  in  further  dredging  in  the  inner  and 
outer  harbour — not  removing  the  silt,  but 
simply  improving  the  harlx>ur.  That  had 
been  spent,  and  a  great  deal  more  oat  of 
revenue,  but  at  the  present  moment  tbey 
were  not  in  a  position,  without  borrowing,  to  go 
on  dredging  and  obtain  the  depth  of  water  re- 
quired. The  dredging  would  in  all  probability 
have  to  go  on  for  the  next  five  years,  oecaoae  in 
order  to  obtain  the  additional  depth  required 
for  the  large  ocean-steamers  tbey  would  have 
to  dredge  a  considerably  larger  area  tiian  they 
had  ever  dredged  before.  It  was  in  no  sense  a 
matter  of  maintenance ;  but  when  the  work  wan 
finished  it  was  a  work  that  would  last  for  all 
time.  There  was  no  drifting  silt  in  the  Port  of 
Lyttelton.  It  was  simply  a  muddy  bottom, 
and  the  whole  area  was  more  or  less  shallow* 
otherwise  they  would  not  be  put  to  this  ex- 
penditure. 

Bill  reskd  a  second  time. 

WELLINGTON    CITY   EMPOWERING 
BILL. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON  wished  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It  was  not  neoes- 
sary  for  him  to  go  into  the  details  of  the 
measure  at  that  stage,  as  he  understood  some 
opposition  would  be  offered  to  it,  and  he  would 
withhold  his  remarks,  and  reply  to  any  adverse 
criticism  it  might  meet  with  at  the  close  of  the 
debate.  He  would  only  point  out  that  there 
were  certain  proposals  in  the  Bill  that  Wel- 
lington City  especially  had  been  orying  aloud 
for  for  years.  One  he  referred  to  was  that  of 
the  abuse  of  the  overdrafts.  Under  the  Moni- 
oipal  Corporations  Act  of  1886  it  was  poesible 
for  a  Corporation  to  borrow  money  from  a 
bank  in  the  shape  of  overdraft  equal  to 
two  years'  rates.  That  was  never  intended 
under  the  Act,  but  still  the  abuse  had  crept 
in,  and  this  Bill  sought  to  remedy  it  m 
the  same  manner  as  had  been  applied  to  the 
Dunedin  Corporation.  The  question  of  the 
overdraft  meant  more  than  that.  It  meant 
the  release  of  moneys  that  at  present  noight 
be  used  for  the  most  urgent  works  in  the 
city,  such  as  the  supplying  of  water  to  the 
higher  levels,  the  hbrcury,  and  many  other 
useful  purposes.  There  were  certain  pro- 
posals in  the  Bill  that  were  not  generally 
acceptable  to  the  whole  of  the  eitiaens,  bot. 
being  an  empowering  Bill,  it  sought  for  no 
special  advantage,  excepting  in  regard  to  one 
question  he  thought  he  had   better  refer   to 
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now.  Thai  was  the  proposal  to  ask  for  power 
to  borrow  money  witnoat  first  taking  a 
poll  of  the  ratepayers.  And  in  asking  this 
power  the  Wellington  City  Gounoil  was  not 
asking  for  anything  that  was  new.  It  was 
slxeady  the  onstom  in  many  parts  of  the 
Older  World  to  borrow  money  without  a  poll 
for  purposes  such  as  mentioned  in  the  Bill. 
The  purpose  was  to  enable  the  City  of  Welling- 
ton to  purchase  lands  that  were  now  being 
held  in  the  slum  vicinities  of  the  city.  It 
must  be  quite  clear  to  honourable  members 
that  if  a  poll  were  taken  for  such  a  purpose  the 
holders  of  the  land  in  the  slum  vicinities 
could  enhance  the  value  of  their  properties  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  materially  increase  the 
purchase- value.  The  proposal  relating  to  the 
purchase  of  Miramar  and  the  Town  Belt  he 
woiUd  say  nothing  upon  at  present.  The  real 
^oont  of  the  proposal  to  borrow  without 
a  poll  of  ratepayers  was  that  the  rate  fixed 
to  be  pledged  against  the  loan  was  ^^d.,  so  that 
that  would  resJly  dominate  the  amount  that 
oonld  be  borrowed:  Id.  in  the  pound  on  the 
present  rateable  value  of  property  produced 
£1,650.  In  this  instance  only,  and  in  the  in- 
stance of  borrowing  to  wipe  off  an  overdraft, 
was  it  proposed  to  borrow  without  a  poll.  The 
overdn^  was  in  itself  practically  botrowed,  and 
it  was  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  issue  debentures 
at  4  per  cent,  to  relieve  the  overdrafts,  which 
were  at  present  being  charged  5  per  cent.,  with 
the  addition  of  a  dauM  to  prevent  future 
Councils  from  reverting  to  the  old  practice  of 
having  two  years'  overdrafts.  These  were  the 
main  proposals,  and  he  would  leave  them  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  had  just  presented  the 
House  with  a  petition  signed  by  584  burgesses 
of  the  city  protesting  against  the  passing  of 
this  Bill.  That  was  a  sufficient  number  to 
show  what  the  feelings  of  the  burgesses  were. 
As  a  precautionary  meeksure,  he  had  informed 
the  Acting- Premier  that  he  intended  to  oppose 
the  Bill.  He  also  had  a  conversation  with* the 
Premier  when  he  arrived  from  Home,  and  after 
Shat  conversation  he  wrote  him  this  letter : — 
'*  Wellington,  14th  September,  1897. 

"  Sib, — I  now  give  the  Government  full  and 
formal  notice  of  my  intention  to  oppose  by 
every  means  in  my  power,  and  by  every  power 
allowed  by  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House, 
she  Bill  to  be  introduced  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Bell,  Mayor  of  Wellington,  for,  among  other 
things,  interfering  with  the  Basin  Reserve,  the 
leasing  of  the  Town  Belt,  and  the  purchase  of 
an  estate  called  Miramar. 

*'None — not  one — of  these  proposals  is  the 
outcome  of  any  public  movement  or  public 
demand.  All  were  suddenly  sprung  on  the 
public  by  Mr.  Bell,  at  whose  instance  can  only 
be  left  to  conjecture. 

**  When  the  proposals  were  submitted  to  the 
City  Council  the  Council  rejected  the  proposal 
to  sell  the  Basin  Reserve,  but  consented  to  its 
mutilation  by  passing  a  motion  to  *  cut  off  a 
strip  from  the  east  side.' 

<*  Against  that  I  protest.  I  object  to  the 
Basin  Reserve  being  in  any  way  interfered  with. 


*<The  proposal  to  lease  the  Town  Belt  for 
building  purposes  and  purchase  Miramar  was, 
by  resolution  of  the  Council,  referred  to  a 
public  meeting  of  the  burgesses. 

"  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  at  which 
that  resolution  was  passed  the  Mayor  said 
{Everting  Post,  28rd  July,  1897)  :~ 

«« 4  ^^  Purchase  of  Miramar, 

**'The  Mayor  suggested  that  the  Council 
should  defer  consideration  of  his  proposal  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Miramar  Estate  until  the  public 
meeting  had  given  its  views  on  the  subject. 

**  *  The  Mayor  pointed  out  that  the  Council 
would  be  governed  by  the  feeling  of  the  public 
meeting.' 

*'  The  public  meeting,  convened  officially  by 
the  Mayor,  was  held  at  the  Skating  Rink,  and 
was  distinctly  adverse  to  the  Mayor's  proposals. 

"  1  enclose  copy  of  the  report  of  the  meeting, 
contained  in  the  Evening  Post,  25th  August, 
1697.    (See  A  attached.) 

**I  also  enclose  copy  of  leading  article  in 
Evening  Post  —  Mr.  Bell's  claqueur — which 
shows  that  the  meeting  was  decidedly  adverse 
to  the  proposals.    (See  B  attached.) 

**  In  the  face  of  such  a  decision  on  the  part 
of  a  large  and  representative  meeting  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  City  of  Wellington  I  think  it 
nothing  short  of  monstrous  that  Mr.  Bell 
should  ask  Parliament  to  fly  in  the  face  of 
the  citizens,  by  whose  decision  he  pledged 
himself  to  be  bound.  (See  his  official  state- 
ments already  quoted  verbatim  in  this  letter.) 

**  If  the  Government  do  not  see  their  way  to 
oppose  the  Bill  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  Hutohe- 
son  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Bell— for  I  ask  you  to 
note  that  the  Bill  is  not  introduced  on  behalf 
of  the  citizens,  who  have  decided  against  it — 
lask,— 

"  1.  That  the  Government,  as  a  Government, 
will  give  no  support  to  the  Bill ; 

"  2.  That  no  special  facilities  of  any  kind  be 
given  to  forward  the  passage  of  the  Bill ;  and 

**  8.  That  no  arrangement  be  made  with  the 
Opposition  in  regard  to  the  Bill  such  as  took 
place  in  regard  to  the  Wellington  Drainage 
Loan  Bill  in  the  short  session  at  the  beginning 
of  this  year. 

**  I  have  only,  in  conclusion,  to  assure  you  that 
I  feel  very  warmly  in  the  matter,  as  represent- 
ing the  citizens  who  assembled  at  the  Skating 
Rink  on  the  24th  August  to  consider  the  whole 
subject,  and  that  my  action  in  the  House  in 
regard  to  the  Bill  will  be  correspondingly 
warm. — I  have,  Ac, 

"Gbo.  Fisheb. 
**  The  Right  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon,  Premier.** 

11  on        Yet   in  face  of  all  that  had  taken 

^^•^-  place  here  they  had  this  Bill.  It 
might  be  said,  as  to  the  public  meeting  by 
whose  decision  the  Mayor  of  Wellington,  Mr. 
Bell,  held  himself  to  be  bound,  that  that  meet- 
ing was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  represent 
the  great  body  of  the  burgesses  of  the  city. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  have  not  stated  what 
the  reply  of  the  Government  was  to  that. 

Mr.  FISHER.— You  have  not  replied. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  had  a  reply,  •*  Go  a» 
you  pie 
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Mr.  FISHER  Baid,  Oh.  yes !  bat  that  was  a 
verbal  oommunioatioD.  If  it  was  neoessary  to 
mention  that  he  would  mention  it.  The  Pre- 
mier said,  **  The  (Government  will  take  no  side 
in  the  matter  whatever."  To  pot  it  oollo- 
quially,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  it  would 
be  a  *'  go  as  you  please."  Very  well ;  they  were 
that  evening  having  a  **go  as  you  please." 
The  petition  which  he  bad  just  presented  con- 
tained this  clause :  "{S.)  That  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  are  not  the  same  as  those  submitted  to 
the  aforesaid  public  meeting."  That  was  true. 
The  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  not  the  same  as 
the  proposals  submitted  to  the  public  meeting. 
The  members  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
had  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  prepared  by 
Mr.  Bell  and  submitted  to  the  Council,  and 
if  they  compared  that  memorandum  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  they  would  see 
at  once  in  what  particulars  they  differed. 
And  was  it  fair  to  the  people  of  Wellington 
that  a  substitution  of  that  kind  should  be  per- 
mitted, that  the  burgesses  should  be  hood- 
winked in  that  way  ?  At  the  meeting  of 
citizens  there  were  eighty-five  against  the 
proposal  and  twenty-two  for  it,  and  he  had 
shown  by  the  Evening  Post  report  that  Mr.  Bell 
bad  bound  himself  to  be  governed  by  the  deci- 
sion of  that  meeting.  But  if  it  was  said  that 
that  number  was  too  small  to  indicate  the 
feelings  of  the  burgesses  as  a  whole,  here  was  a 
petition  signed  by  584  burgesses,  and  he  asked 
the  House  if  it  thought  that  was  sufficient. 

Mr  MONTGOMERY.— How  many  burgesses 
are  there  ? 

Mr.  FISHER  said  there  were  four  thousand 
odd.  Then,  at  the  meeting  held  at  the  Skating 
Rink  it  was  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Bell  that  an  Act 
of  the  Legislature  prescribed  the  mode  of  pro- 
cedure in  such  cases.  The  Act  said  that  before 
coming  to  Parliament  you  should  submit  to 
the  people  your  proposals,  and,  if  they  agreed, 
then  that  you  should  ask  Parliament  for  its 
sanction  to  carry  out  what  the  people  wanted. 
The  procedure  was  laid  down  in  section  177  of 
"  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1886,"  which 
pcesoribed, — 

**  If  at  any  time  it  is  desired  to  raise  money 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  or  establishing 
public  works  deemed  neoessary  for  promoting 
the  convenience  or  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
any  borough,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Corpora- 
tion of  a  borough  to  borrow  sums  by  way  of 
special  loan. 

'*  The  Council  shall  publish  in  the  borough 
once  a  week,  for  four  successive  weeks,  a  notice 
setting  forth — 
*'(1.)  The  particular  work   proposed   to   be 

undertaken : 
"  (2.)  The  sum  proposed  to  be  borrowed  for 

such  purpose : 
*'  (8.)  Any  special  rate  or  tolls  or  the  rents 
and  profits  of  any  property  which  it 
is  proposed  to  pledge  as  security  for 
such  loan,  not  being  moneys  received 
by  way  of  grant  from  the  Qovem- 
ment  or  moneys  theretofore  pledged 
as  security  for  any  loan  or  appro- 
priated to  any  special  purpose. 


**  The  Mayor  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  bur- 
gesses for  a  day  not  more  than  ten  da3r8  after 
the  last  publication  of  such  notice  to  oonsider 
the  said  proposal,  and,  if  present,  shall  preside 
at  such  meeting;  and  after  due  consideration 
and  discussion  of  the  proposal  the  Mayor  maj 
give  notice  that  a  poll  will  be  taken  thereon." 

And  then,  if  the  poll  was  favourable  to  the 
proposal  they  were  to  go  to  Parlieunent  and  enb- 
mit  that  proposal  to  Parliament  for  its  sanotion 
and  approvflj.  Now,  what  did  Mr.  Bell  do? — 
and  certainly  this  statement  had  surprised  and 
astounded  him.  At  the  meeting  at  the  Skating 
Rink,  speaking  with  regard  to  this  mode  of 
procedure,  he  asked,  '*  Why  should  they  have 
to  go  to  the  ratepayers  ?  "  Every  Municipality 
in  the  country  had  to  submit  its  propoaale  to 
the  ratepayers  in  accordance  with  these  pro- 
visions of  the  law  ;  but  Mr.  Bell,  the  autocnrai, 
said,  **  Why  should  they  have  to  go  to  t^e 
ratepayers  ?  What  would  Mr.  Seddon  say  if 
they  were  to  make  such  a  proposal  to  him  ?  *' 
He  said  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
go  to  the  ratepayers,  "  only  for  the  tronUe 
and  intolerable  difficulty  which  that  in- 
volved." Dear  me!  the  intolerable  trouble! 
Did  any  one  who  had  any  knowledge  of  muni- 
cipal government  ever  read  opinions  so  revolia- 
tionary  ?  'And  he  added  that  if  they  had  to  go 
to  the  people  in  this  way  the  work  would  not 
be  done  at  all.  He  (Mr.  Fisher)  asked  the 
members  of  the  House  why  those  provisioRS 
were  put  into  the  Act  (section  177).  They 
were  put  there  as  a  protection  of  the  intecast  A 
property.  They  were  put  there  so  that  the  in- 
terests of  all  owners  of  property  should  be  pro- 
tected, and  so  that  those  interests  might  not 
be  ruthlessly  assailed  by  any  too  radioii  pro- 
posal of  any  kind.  What  did  these  sections 
ask  ?  That  in  the  case  of  a  large  proposal  in- 
volving an  expenditure  of  from  £100,000  to 
£200,000  the  voice  of  the  people  should  be 
heard,  and  their  opinions  taJcen  by  means  of 
a  poll.  This  Bill  involved  proposals  amoonting 
to  ^250,000 ;  and  yet  they  were  asked  to  indorse 
this  revolutionary  step — to  take  away  from  tiis 
people  the  right  to  say  whether  they  approved 
of  these  proposals  or  not.  What  did  the  Bill 
say  ?     Part  5  said,  — 

"For  the  purpose  of  widening,  diverting. 
altering  the  course  of,  or  extending  any  streei 
in  the  city  the  Council  shall  have  the  follow- 
ing powers, — 

*  •  «  •  » 

**  (3.)  To  borrow  from  time  to  time  for  any  of 
the  purposes  aforesaid  any  moneys  by  way  of 
special  loan  under  the  said  Act  and  by  special 
order,  but  without  on  any  occasion  taking  a 
-poll." 

Where  were  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  Who 
talked  of  conserving  the  rights  of  the  people  f 
Here  were  the  wishes,  the  interests,  of  the 
people  to  be  deliberately  Bet  aside  by  this  Bill, 
whereas  the  Legislature  in  past  days  had  wisely 
said  that  there  should  be  a  safeguard  foraU 
persons  and  for  all  property  interests.  Then, 
clause  3  said, — 

**  Ovardra/to.— (1.)  The  Council  is  hereby 
empowered  to  borrow,  at  such  rate  of  interest 
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4M  it  may  determine,  Bams  of  money  not 
'exceeding  in  the  whole  thirty-six  thousand 
poonds.  Such  moneys  shall  be  raised  by  way 
of  special  loan  within  the  meaning  of  the  said 
Act  and  by  special  order ;  bat  it  shall  not  be 
neceaaary  for  the  Council  to  take  any  poll  on 
the  proposals  so  to  borrow." 

What  did  the  oirerdrafts  amount  to?  Take 
the  memorandum  of  Mr.  Bell.  Take  his  own 
figures.  On  page  2  of  the  memorandum  it  was 
shown  that  the  net  overdraft  for  the  year  1897 
was  £12,158.  A  great  city  like  Wellington— 
speaking  relatively  of  its  size  with  other  cities 
of  the  colony — talked  of  the  necessity  of  raising 
a  loan  to  wipe  out  this  paltiy  £12,000.  Why, 
in  1882,  when  he  was  first  Mayor  of  this  city, 
he  was  left  a  legacy  in  the  shape  of  an  over- 
draft of  £80,000.  The  annual  revenue  was 
then  about  £47,000,  and  in  from  three  to  four 
years  out  of  that  limited  revenue  he  wiped 
out  that  overdraft  without  the  aid  of  any 
loan.  And  here  now  in  1897  they  had  a 
net  overdraft  of  £12,000,  with  an  annual 
ravenue  of  £84,000,  as  against  the  £47,000 
which  he  had  in  1882,  and  they  talked 
of  coming  to  Parliament  for  a  loan  to  wipe 
it  out.  Why,  the  thing  was  ridiculous. 
And  what  was  it  for?  After  they  Lad  wiped 
out  the  overdraft  they  proposed  to  do  these 
things :  **  Construction  of  crematorium,  £2,000." 
They  were  actually  going  to  borrow  money  to 
construct  a  crematorium  in  the  city  at  a  cost 
of  £2,000.  This  was  luxury  if  they  liked.  A 
public  body  short  of  cash  wants  to  borrow 
£2,000  to  construct  a  crematoriiun.  That  was 
not  all.  There  were  other  things,  such  as 
*<  Completing,  levelling  in,  and  enlarging  Kel- 
bume  Park  and  approaches  theroto,  £5,000." 
The  city  was  asked  to  borrow  this  sum  for 
what?  To  make  a  park  for  the  benefit  of 
a  syndicate  who  had  bought  a  large  ad- 
joining estate.  Parliament  had  provided  three 
safeguards :  that  the  people  should  have 
the  right,  by  the  machinery  provided  in 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  to  have 
these  proposals  submitted  to  them  first ;  that 
they  should  express  approval  or  disapproval; 
and,  having  expressed  one  or  the  other,  that 
then  they  should  come  to  Parliament  and  ask 
its  sanction  to  the  borrowing  of  these  moneys. 
But  here  the  whole  principle,  the  whole  policy. 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  was  inverted 
and  overturned.  Take  clause  14  of  the  Bill. 
It  was  a  complete  revolution  of  our  municipal 
system.  It  was  so  cunning,  so  delusive,  that 
he  bad  rightly  described  it  as  going  behind  the 
backs  of  the  people.  It  was  a  deliberate  fraud 
upon  the  people.  It  was  taking  away  their 
most  precioDS  right.     Here  was  the  clause  : — 

**  If  a  majority  of  the  votes  given  upon  the 
taking  of  any  poll  of  citizens  required  to  be 
taken  under  the  authority  of  this  Act  on  any 
proposal  to  raise  a  loan,  or  on  any  other  pro- 
posal, shall  be  in  favour  of  the  proposal  upon 
which  the  poll  shall  be  taken,  then  and  in  such 
•  case  the  proposal  shall  be  deemed  carried,  and 
the  Council  may  proceed  with  such  proposal 
accordingly  ;  but  if  not,  then  the  said  proposal 
shall  be  deemed  rejected.     Section  one  hun- 


dred and  eighty- two  of  the  said  Act  shall  not 
apply. 

**  Any  poll  taken  under  the  authority  of  this 
Act  may  be  taken  at  one  or  at  several  polling- 
booths  situate  within  the  city,  at  such  conve- 
nient place  or  places  as  the  Returning  Officer 
shall  appoint,  anything  in  subsection  three  of 
section  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  of  the  said 
Act  notwithstanding." 

Section  182  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  was  the  safeguard  of  the  people.  But  Mr. 
Bell  said  section  182  should  not  apply.  What 
protection  was  there  for  the  people  when  legis- 
lation of  this  kind  was  possible?  It  was  a 
shameless  robbery  of  the  people's  privileges. 
What  were  they  to  do  now  under  this  clause  ? 
They  '  were  to  take  a  majority  of  the  votes 
polled. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is,  the  bare  majority. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes.  If  some  reasonable 
minimum  of  votes  to  be  polled  were  fixed 
it  would  minimise  his  objection  to  this 
clause  of  the  Bill,  but  there  was  no  minimum 
suggested,  so  that  if,  out  of  four  thousand  odd 
burgesses  on  the  roll,  say  only  one  hundred 
and  fifty  went  to  the  poll  on  one  side,  and  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  on  the  other — some 
ridiculous  number  such  as  that — then  the 
proposal  was  carried.  And  they  had  before 
their  eyes  this  fatal  example  of  what  was  pos- 
sible to  be  done :  He  and  another  gentleman 
convened  a  meeting  to  prevent  this  city  being 
throttled  by  the  Electric  Lighting  Company, 
but  that  meeting  was  packed  by  the  "partisans 
of  the  Electric  Lighting  Company,  and  the 
company  got  its  **bare  majority."  Conse- 
quence :  this  city  was  throttled  for  twenty-one 
years.  But  if  they  had  the  safeguards  con- 
tained in  section  182  of  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act  they  could  not  have  been  throttled 
in  this  way.  Let  them  compare  the  electric- 
lighting  charges  here  with  the  charges  in  Eng- 
land, and  they  would  see  how  this  city  had 
been  brutally  imposed  upon,  k  gentleman 
— a  clever  parliamentary  oarrister  from  Lon- 
don— came  here  and  induced  the  meeting  to 
carry  his  proposal,  as  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  had 
said ;  got  his  concession  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil, went  to  London,  sold  it  in  the  open  mar- 
ket, and  snapped  his  fingers  at  them.  And  thid 
was  what  was  proposed  to  be  done  here.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  said  that  evening  that 
he  deprecated  the  raising  of  large  sums  of  money 
by  way  of  loan  by  these  local  bodies,  his  remarks 
having  special  reference  to  the  Harbour  BoEurds. 
He  (Mr.  Fisher)  now  asked  the  House  if  it  was 
their  desire  that  so  much  money  should  be 
borrowed  for  the  proposals  contained  in  this 
Bill.  Let  him  show  what  it  meant.  The 
'*  Statement  of  Public  Debt  of  the  City  of 
Wellington,"  furnished  by  the  City  Treasurer 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1897 — and  he 
asked  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke'sBay 
to  listen  to  this — was  as  follows : — 

£        8.  d. 
Consolidated  Loan  . .  ..     200,000    0    0 

City  Improvements  Loan  ..  100,000  0  0 
Wainui  Waterworks  Loan  ..  130,000  0  0 
Sanitation  Loan  ..     165,000    0    0 
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Te  Aro  Beolamation  Loan 

Mangahao  Endowment  Loan . . 

Loan  raised  nnder  provisions  of 
olause  189,  ''Munioipal  Cor- 
porations Act,  1886  " 

Cemetery  Loan 


£       8.  d. 

25,000    0    0 

324  17    0 


9,600    0    0 
7,600    0    0 


£637,324  17    0 

The  City  Council  have  since  acquired  power  to 

borrow.—  £        g.    d. 

Forward  ..  £637,824  17    0 

•'  Sanitation  Loan  Act,  1892  " 

(section  16)  ..       25,000    0    0 

*'  Sanitation  Loan  Act,  1894  " 

(section  24)  ..  ..       25,000>    0    0 

**  Sanitation  Loan  Act,  1897  "        33,000    0    0 


£720,324  17  0 

Under  this  Bill  they  had  these  additional  pro- 
posals:—                                             £        a.  d. 
Forward      ..             ..£720,324  17  0 

Urgent  works                                    86,000    0  0 

Town  Hall..             ..             ..       25,000    0  0 

Widening  streets      ..             ..     100,000    0  0 

Miramar     ..                            ..       75,000    0  0 


Makinga  total  indebtedness  of  £956,324  0  0 
Now,  as  to  Miramar :  He  did  not,  of  course, 
know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  Bill  was  familiar  with  the 
history  of  Miramar.  It  was  shown  in  the  last 
property-tax  valuation  as  being  worth  £24,000 ; 
but  by  some  hocus-pocus,  which  he  knew  but 
could  not  explain,  its  property- tax  valuation 
to-day  was  £75,000,  and  that  was  what  the 
citizens  of  Wellington  were  to  be  asked  to  pay 
for  it.  What  was  now  offered  was  the  refuse 
of  the  estate. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Who  is  the  valuer? 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that  and  other  informa- 
tion would  be  gained  in  due  time  from  the 
Qovemment  and  the  Land-tax  Commissioner. 
Assuming,  as  he  had  said,  that  the  proposals 
in  this  Bill  were  given  effect  to,  Wellington's 
public  indebtedness  would  be  £956,324,  or 
£44,000  short  of  a  million.  He  would  ask 
honourable  members  whether  they  thought 
that  sufficient  indebtedness  for  a  city  like 
Wellington?  Now,  take  the  indebtedness  and 
the  rating  of  other  towns.  These  were  the 
latest  figures  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  : — 

Public  Debt.  tS'pSiSd. 

£  B.    d. 

..     449,900  2  10} 

..       66,000  2     4 

..     603,300  2     8} 

..     670,000  3    6 


Auckland 
Christchurch 
Dunedin 
Wellington    . . 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— No,  no;  Auckland  is 
2s.  O^d.  in  the  pound. 

Mr.  FISHER  submitted  to  correction,  but  he 
had  taken  these  figures  from  a  return  sent  to 
Wellington  by  Mr.  Phillips,  Town  Clerk  of 
Auckland.  So  that  they  were  now  rated  at  8d. 
in  the  pound  higher  than  any  of  the  four 
centres  in  New  Zealand  ;  and,  having  that 
Mr.  Fisher 


staring  them  in  the  face— the  large  existing, 
indebtedness,  the  large  proposed  additional 
indebtedness,  and  the  large  proposed  rating — 
they  were  asked  to  submit  to  the  passing  of  a 
Bill  like  that.  Well,  it  was  very  nnfatr  feo 
the  burgesses  of  the  city.  It  was  unfair  for 
this  reason:  that  there  had  not  been-^there 
could  not  be — any  real  examination  of  the  pro- 
posals by  those  who  knew  most  aboat  ibem. 
The  burgesses  had  expressed  themselTea  by 
public  meeting  and  by  petition,  but  those  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  had  been  ignored.  The 
Local  Bills  Committee  only  had  to  say  whe- 
ther the  Standing  Orders  had  been  complied 
with.  Then,  they  looked  at  what  was  c&lled  the 
merits  of  the  Bill ;  but,  without  any  disrespeet 
to  them,  what  oonld  they  know  about  the 
merits  of  the  Bill  ?  How  was  it  possible  for  an 
honourable  member  who  lived  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  and  another  who  came  from  the  Bloil, 
to  know,  unless  they  were  very  studious  readers 
indeed,  what  was  the  inner  nature  of  their 
civic  affairs  ?  Surely  it  ought  to  be  left  to  those 
584  buiigesses  who  signed  that  petition  to  under- 
stand the  business  of  this  city.  The  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill  was  an  unfair  method  of 
increasing  the  burden  of  taxation  of  the  bur- 
gesses of  this  city.  He  had  shown  clearly  that 
the  expressed  will  of  the  people  was  opposed  to 
this  measure.  The  advertisement  inserted  by 
the  Mayor  to  consider  the  proposals  was 
this  :— 

"  I  hereby  convene  a  meeting  of  the  oitizens 
of  Wellington,  to  be  held  at  the  Skating  Rink  on 
Tuesday  next,  the  24th  instant,  at  8  o'clock 
p.m.,  for  consideration  of  the  proposals  recently 
laid  before  the  City  Council  with  reference  to 
city  finance  and  various  city  works. 

**  H.  D.  Bell,  Mayor. 

"  18th  August,  1897." 

Well,  he  said  again,  these  proposals  had  been 
so  considered,  and  had  been  strongly  con- 
demned. They  had  that  evidence  in  the  result 
of  the  meeting  and  in  the  petition  which  he  bad 
presented  that  evening.  Well,  "  we  object  to 
the  purchase  of  Miramar  on  one  ground  alone 
— namely,  that  it  is  too  far  from  the  city." 
Mr.  Bell,  in  answer,  said  in  his  memoran- 
dum,— 

*'  Let  those  who  believe  that  aocess  will  not 
be  easy  remember  that  the  Racing  Club  has 
proposed  to  move  its  racecourse  to  Miramar 
flat.  That  club  could  not  afford  to  change  iti 
place  of  meeting  to  any  spot  not  readily 
accessible." 

The  Racing  Club !  What  was  the  answer  of 
the  Racing  Club?  The  Racing  Club  met  oo 
the  7th  September,  and  the  first  time  the  pro- 
posal came  before  them  they  rejected  it  witii 
indignation.  Yet  the  city  was  asked  to  cany 
the  burden  of  that  utterly  useless  estate  on 
its  shoulders.  His  time  was  nearly  up;  this 
wretched  time-limit  was  really  very  harassiiig. 
But  he  had  lodged  his  protest.  It  now  re- 
mained with  the  members  of  the  House  to  say 
what  was  to  be  the  future  of  the  city,  and  what- 
were  the  future  burdens  to  be  heaped  on  the 
shoulders  of  its  inhabitants. 
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Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  regretted  very  muoh 
tfaftt  in  the  diBcueuon  on  this  Bill  they  should 
have  had  to  listen  to  a  speech  that  entirely 
misrepresented  the  existing  law,  and  misrepre- 
sented the  Bill  now  before  the  House.    There 
was  no  law  providing  that  a  meeting  of  the 
burgesses  should  be  called  before  a  Bill  was  in- 
troduced into  that  House  dealing  with  munici- 
pal matters.    The  section  that  was  read  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  at  all,  and  why 
it  was  read  he  could  not  understand.      He 
presumed  the  member  who  read  it  knew  some- 
thing about  municipal  Acts,  and  therefore  the 
honourable  member  must  have  forgotten,  for 
he  could  not  assume  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  intended  to  mislead  the  House.    What 
was  that  section  that  was  read  ?    That  section 
provided  the  means  for  a  municipal  corporation 
raising  a  loan  without  coming  to  Parliament 
to  ask  its  sanction  for  raising  the  loan.      In 
such  a  case  public  meetings  had  to  be  called, 
only  the  decision  of  the  public  meeting^had  no 
effect ;  because,  though  a  public  meeting  might 
reject  a  loan  proposal,  it  then  had  to  go  to  the 
vote,  and  the  raising  of  the  loan  was  not  deter- 
mined by  the  public  meeting  at  all,  but  was 
determined  by  the  poll  of  the  ratepayers  after 
it  was  taken.    So  that  the  public  meeting  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
^  Q     into  Parliament  at  all ;  and,  secondly, 
whatever  resolution  they  might  pass 
would  have  no  effect  on  the  raising  of  the  loan 
at  all.     Any  one  in  the  galleries  who  had  not 
read  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  lis- 
tened to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, would  think  that  some  wrong  was  being 
done  in  introducing  a  Bill  which  was  rejected 
at  the  meeting  at  the  Skating  Rink.     What  did 
this  Bill  ask  ?     It  asked  that  this  Parliament 
should  trust  the  representatives  of  the  City  of 
Wellington  to  know  their  own  business.    This 
Bill  did  not  ask  that  this  money  should  be 
raised  or  spent  without  the  sanction  of  the 
oitiaens   of    Wellington.     It    left    the    whole 
matter  to  the  burgesses  to  do  as  they  thought 
fit.    It  was  not  creating  a  new  body  to  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  city.    It  was  not 
asking  the  Government,  or  any  outside  body, 
or  an  autocrat,  to  come  in  and  manage  the 
affairs  of  Wellington.    It  left  it  to  the  Mayor 
and  Councillors  to  do  as  they  thought  fit  about 
oeftain  matters.    There  was  not  a  single  Bill 
passed  in  the  British  Parliament  dealing  with 
the  widening  of  streets,  nor  were  there  ever 
any  Bills  passed  in  the  Australian  Colonies 
that  ever  required  a  poll  to  be  taken  before 
a  street  was  widened  or  some  slum  was  done 
away  with.    Could    the  honourable   member 
tell  him  of  any  Bill  of  the  kind  passed  with 
regard  to  London  or  Edinburgh,  where  there 
was  a  poll  of  ratepayers  required  to  be  taken  ? 
Thev  were  able  to  trust  the  representatives 
of  the  citizens  in  the  City  Council.   They  had 
no  special  poll  at  all.    That  answered  the  ques- 
tion about  the  widening  of  streets.     And  the 
reason  was  perfectly  obvious :  If  in  the  City  of 
Wellington  there  were  two  or  three  thorough* 
fares  that  required  to  be  widened,  and  if  they 
were  to  have  a  separate  poll  taken  for  every 
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little  bit  of  street  that  required  widening,  why, 
the  property  might  have  to  be  bought  before 
the  poll  could  be  taken,  and  the  result  would 
be  that  they  would  never  get  the  streets  widened. 
Twenty  years  ago  many  of  the  streets  should 
have  been  widened  to  make  it  a  city  worth 
living  in,  and  a  city  worthy  of  respect.    That 
had  not   been  done;   and  the   longer  it  was 
delayed  the  greater  would   be  the  extra  cost 
cast  on  the  ratepayers,   and  they   would   be 
doing    all  they  could  to  block  all    improve- 
ment and  beautifying  of  the  city.    Then  he 
came  to  the  question  of  overdrafts.     Was  it 
not  better  that,  instead  of  paying  the  bank  a 
high  rate  of  interest,  they  should  have  their 
overdraft,  which  had  now  become  a  permanent 
debt  of  the  city,  paid  off  by  borrowing,  and 
then  to  limit  the  power  of  the  City  Council  in 
future  so  that  no  further  overdraft  could  be 
incurred?    They  need  not  take  a  poll  of  the 
ratepayers,  because  under  this  Bill  the  power 
of  the  municipality  to  borrow  this  overdraft 
was  taken  away,  and  there  was  substituted  for 
that,  that  they  could  only  borrow  on  overdraft 
on  what  might  be  termed  overdue  current  rates. 
That  power  to  borrow  was  taken  away,  and  the 
limited  power  was  given  them   to  borrow  to 
meet  this  overdraft.    They  were  not  asked  in 
the    first    part    of    the   Bill  to    give    a  new 
power  of    borrowing.      Then,   there  was    the 
question  of  urgent  works  required.     Well,  that 
was  only  a  Committee  question.    If  they  bor- 
rowed this  money  without  a  poll,  that  was 
the  only  objection  that  could    be  raised    to- 
it.    Then   there   was   the   Town   Hall.     That 
was  only  to  be  dealt  with  on  certain  conditions, 
which  were  set  out  in  clause  6  of   the  Bill ; 
and  as  for  Miramar  and  the  Town  Belt,  he  could 
speak  for  the  citizens  of  Wellington  that  they 
did  not  desire  to  see  that  Town  Belt  touched 
unless  they  were  to  get  a  reserve  in  exchange 
for  it.    It  was  proposed  to  give  Miramar  to  the 
citizens  of  Wellington  as  a  recreation  reserve, 
but  before  that  could  be  carried  they  must  get 
the  City  Council  to  agree,  and  they  must  also 
get  the  citizens  to  agree.    And  as  to  the  Town 
Belt,  that  also  could  not  be  touched  unless  the 
City  Council  concurred,  and  unless  the  citizens 
concurred  by  a  special  vote.    What  then  was 
left?     A  little  bit  was  to  be  taken  off  the  Basin 
Reserve — and  he  submitted  that  was  necessary 
to  widen  the  street,  otherwise  there  would  ble 
an  agitation   to  put    the    road    through    the 
reserve.    What  then  was    left    in    the  Billf 
Practically  nothing  was  left  in  the  Bill  ex- 
cept one  new  provision,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
perfectly  amusing  that  that  should  be  objected 
to.     Were  they  not  to  allow  the  people  who 
voted  to  determine  whether  the  loan  should 
be  made  or  not  ?    Were  they  going  to  allow  the 
people  who  did  not  vote,  and  who  did  not  go  to 
the  poll,  to  count  as  given  against  the  proposal  ? 
That  was  a  principle  he  always  opposed.    He 
opposed  it  in  the  Licensing  Bill,  and  he  also 
opposed  it  iA  this  Bill.    If  they  were  not  to 
allow  a  majority  of  the  municipal  voters  to 
decide  this  question,  who  was  to  decide  it? 
Did  not  a  majority  decide    matters  in  this 
House  ?  and  why  should  not  a  majority  of  the 
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citizens  who  chose  to  go  to  the  poll  be  allowed 
to  decide  their  own  matters?  He  could  not 
understand  the  principle  of  not  allowing  the 
majority  to  decide.  What,  then,  was  there 
to  object  to  in  this  Bill  ?  The  Bill  had  come 
up  at  an  unfortunate  time.  If  it  had  not 
•come  up  when  the  mayoral  election  was  at 
hand  they  would  not  have  had  all  this  agita- 
tion, and  a  speeoh  which  had  apparently  been 
made  as  if  Mr.  Bell  was  a  candidate  for  the 
mayoralty.  Mr.  Bell  was  not  a  candidate  for 
the  mayoralty,  and  he  did  not  know  why  he 
should  be  attacked.  This  Bill  came  from  a 
majority  of  the  City  Council,  and  the  City 
Council  had  asked  the  House  to  give  them  the 
right  to  deal  with  matters  in  this  city ;  and  it 
could  not  be  said  that  the  burgesses  of  Welling- 
ton, through  their  representatives,  the  City 
Council  and  Mayor,  were  not  fit  to  manage 
their  own  business  without  the  intorferenoe  of 
the  House.  As  to  the  petition  that  had  been 
presented,  he  did  not  know  that  all  these 
names  on  the  petition  were  the  names  of  rate- 
payers. He  hfibd  not  hcbd  time  to  verify  them, 
but  there  were  two  or  three  names  which  did 
not  seem  to  him  to  be  those  of  ratepayers : 
they  might  be.  At  all  events,  he  did  not  see 
why  these  585  should  be  able  to  dictate  to  the 
4,000.  What,  then,  was  the  House  to  do? 
This  House  was  not  taking  any  authority  from 
the  citizens  of  Wellington—it  was  giving  them 
greater  power ;  and  why  should  they  not  be 
allowed  to  manage  their  own  affairs  ?  He  did  not 
see  any  objection  to  the  Bill.  He  did  not  say  if 
a  poll  of  the  citizens  were  taken  that  he  would 
vote  for  all  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  They 
believed  in  the  referendum,  and  why  should 
not  these  people  be  allowed  to  manage  their 
affairs  by  themselves  ?  Why  should  this  House 
step  between  them?  Were  they  not  able  to 
judge  of  what  was  beneficial  for  the  city  and 
for  those  who  lived  in  the  city?  What  this 
city  needed  more  than  anything  was  to  get  its 
narrow  streets  widened,  and  its  slums  de- 
stroyed. The  great  curse  of  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington was  that  it  was  laid  out  with  narrow 
streets.  Just  see  what  an  immense  improve- 
ment would  result  from  widening  the  streets. 
And  he  said  that  in  the  cities  at  Home  it  had 
been  found  that  these  narrow  streets  had  done 
more  injury  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
people  than  anything  else  ever  did.  He  had 
said  in  this  House — and  he  repeated  it  again — 
that  if  he  had  his  way  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  have  more  than  a  certain  number  of 
human  beings  residing  per  acre,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  was  the  only  remedy  with  which  to 
deal  with  city  life ;  and  they  ought  to  have  a 
strong  law  laid  down — he  would  not  care  a  fig 
for  the  rights  of  landlords  or  landowners — that 
there  should  not  be  more  than  a  certain  num- 
ber of  human  beings  per  acre,  and  then  they 
would  improve  their  public  health  and  public 
morality.  He  did  not  know  if  this  purchase 
of  Miramar  was  the  best  thing  for  the  city — 
he  had  grave  doubts  about  it.  He  believed 
Wellington  might  be  beautified,  although  it 
might  take  many  years  to  do  it,  owing  to  the 
magnificent  position  in  which  the  city  was 
Sir  B.  Stout 


placed,  if  they  made  on  the  one  aide  an 
esplanade  right  up  to  Petone,  and  an  es- 
planade on  the  other  side  right  round  tlia 
foreshore  even  to  the  Heads.  Thej  might 
do  that  gradually,  even  if  they  did  it  at 
the  rate  of  an  eighth  of  a  mile  a  year;  and 
if  they  did  that  perhaps  two  chains  wide 
they  would  have  such  magnificent  lungs  for 
the  city  as  would  make  Wellington  repntad  in 
all  the  cities  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  He 
believed  that  could  be  done,  and  perhaps  it 
would  prove  more  beneficial  than  what  was 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  It  was  a  suggestion  the 
citizens  might  consider.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  pass  the  second  reading,  and  he  le- 
gretted  that  the  Bill  had  not  been  fought  on 
its  merits,  as  the  talking  on  the  last  Bill  had 
been  for  the  purpose  of  blocking  this  measure, 
and  generally  of  blocking  another  important 
Wellington  Bill->the  Wellington  Boys*  Insti- 
tute Bill — which  might  yet  be  lost  this  session 
through  the  action  of  a  Wellington  member. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  he  could  not  give  a  silent 
vote  on  this  question,  because  he  repreeented  a 
constituency  which  formed  part  of  Wellington 
City.  Ho  should  support  the  Bill  for  reasons 
that  he  thought  were  very  sound.  He  listened 
with  very  great  attention  to  the  speech  of  Mi. 
Fisher,  and,  after  hearing  that  speeoh,  thou^ 
on  one  or  two  points  he  was  not  sure  in  his 
own  mind  whether  the  proposals  were  right,  hs 
should  vote  for  the  Bill.  If  that  speech  was 
the  best  that  could  be  said  against  the  measure, 
he  felt  constrained  to  say  he  had  no  doubt  he 
was  doing  right  in  voting  for  it.  Looking  at 
some  of  the  facts  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Fisher,  he  might  say  that,  first,  as  to  the  peti- 
tion, while  not  wishing  in  any  way  to  under- 
rate the  value  of  any  petition  that  might  be 
presented  to  the  House,  they  all  knew  how 
petitions  were  got  up— how  easy  it  was  to 
get  signatures  to  petitions.  Many  people 
signed  unthinkingly;  many  people  were,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  led  into  misconoeptiooi 
and  mistakes  as  to  the  subject  they  were  peti- 
tioning upon ;  and  altogether  he  did  not  attach 
so  much  importance  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  to  this  petition.  As  to  the  meeting, 
he  was  at  that  meeting,  and  listened  very  atten- 
tively to  the  speeches.  A  large  amount  of  ex- 
traneous matter  for  platform  purposes  was 
introduced  into  the  speeches  by  those  who 
attacked  Mr.  Bell's  scheme ;  but  he  did  not 
think  the  scheme  went  unduly  far — it  con- 
tained one  or  two  items  he  should  vote  against. 
But  that  evening  he  had  thought  that  Mf .  Bell 
did  not  get  a  fair  chance.  There  were  quite  five 
hundred  people  at  the  meeting,  and  only  skboot 
one  hundred  held  up  their  hands,  which  fiset 
could  hardly  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  more  intelligent  citizens  on  this 
question  of  the  advanced  policy  that  he  (the 
speaker)  thought  Wellington  wished  to  go  in 
for.  What  did  the  Bill  mean  ?  It  meant  this : 
that  Wellington  was  no  longer  going  to  have 
the  finger  of  scorn  pointed  at  her  as  being  ths 
worst- managed  city  in  the  colony,  the  dirtiest 
city,  as  the  city  which  possessed  the  fewest 
lungs,  and  offered  the  least  advantages  to  the 
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oitiflens.  It  was  now  going  in  for  a  forward 
policy  of  ImproTement.  He  did  not  oare 
whether  Mr.  Bell  was  a  CSonservative,  a  Badioal, 
or  anything  else ;  he  did  not  oare  whether  he 
had  opposed  Mr.  Fisher  or  not :  the  point  was, 
was  tiiis  soheme  for  the  good  of  this  city; 
and  he,  for  one,  was  quite  willing  to  sink  all 
memory  of  any  political  reoollections  he  had 
about  Mr.  Bell,  and  support  the  scheme  he  had 
brought  forward.  As  to  the  oirerdraft,  Sir 
Robert  Stout  very  properly  put  before  the 
House  what  that  meant.  They  wanted  to 
consolidate  the  finances,  and  to  release  a  por- 
tion of  this  money  which  was  looked  up  there, 
and  ca  ry  out  necessary  works.  One  of 
these  most  necessary  works  was  the  supply  of 
water  to  the  higher  levels.  Those  who  lived 
on  the  higher  levels  would  know  that  for  hours 
in  a  day,  very  frequently,  it  was  not  possible  to 
get  any  water,  or  very  little  water.  That  was  a 
state  of  affairs  that  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
last  much  longer  in  a  city  like  Wellington.  He 
admitted  that  Mr.  Fisher  had  very  large 
municipal  experience,  and  he  did  not  wish  for 
one  moment  to  question  the  assertion  that  it 
would  involve  an  outlay  of  £100,000  to  carry 
out  that  part  of  the  scheme  which  dealt  with 
the  widening  of  the  streets.  But  he  thought 
the  scheme  for  the  widening  of  the  streets 
could  be  carried  out  for  much  less  than  that 
sum.  At  all  events,  as  Sir  Robert  Stout  pro- 
perly remarked,  it  was  time  to  make  a  start 
in  widening  the  streets.  On  page  6  they  would 
see  the  schedule  of  the  necessary  works  pro- 
posed to  be  undertaken.  Mr.  Fisher  had  made 
a  great  deal  of  fun  about  the  crematorium. 
Well,  he  objected  to  that  himself;  but  that  was 
not  ite  only  item  in  the  schedule,  and  it  was 
not  altogether  fair  to  bring  that  forward  and 
lose  sight  oC  some  really  important  measures 
in  the  schedule.  He  would  point  out  one 
or  two  of  them.  There  was  the  construc- 
tion of  public  baths  at  Te  Arc.  Wellington 
was  very  badly  off  for  public  baths,  and  it 
was  an  admitted  fact  in  all  great  cities  that 
they  should  provide  baths  for  the  citizens. 
Then,  there  was  a  fire-brigade  station  at  New. 
town.  There  were  nearly  eight  thousand 
people  living  st  that  end  of  the  city,  where 
there  was  no  fire-brigade  station ;  there  was 
practically  a  separate  little  city  growing  up, 
which  demanded  proper  public  buildings. 
Honourable  members  who  went  beyond  the 
Basin  Reserve  and  Mount  Cook  would  see 
how  the  city  was  spreading  in  that  direction, 
and  the  necessity  for  making  this  provision 
afi^ainst  fire.  Then,  there  was  the  widening  of 
Adelaide  Rocbd.  This  was  a  part  of  his  con- 
stituency, and  he  had  talked  about  this  matter 
to  many  people  in  Newtown :  some  were 
against  these  proposals  as  a  whole,  but  he 
had  not  met  one  man  who  did  not  say  that 
the  time  had  come  when  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  life  and  the  con- 
venience of  the  citizens  that  this  road 
should  be  widened.  It  was  the  one  great 
artery  that  led  out  of  the  city  in  the  only 
direction  in  which  Wellington  can  spread  for 
the  future ;  honourable  members  would  know 


the  street — it  went  right  out  into  the  country, 
the  one  main  artery  in  that  direction.  Then 
there  was  the  widening  and  forming  of  Clyde 
Quay.  There  were  one  or  two  what  might  be 
termed  "  fancy  "  items  in  the  schedule,  but  it 
need  not  be  accepted  en  bloc ;  the  ratepayers 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  voting  for  one, 
or  some,  or  all,  or  none  of  the  items,  so  he 
thought  it  only  fair  that  the  House  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  ratepayers  being  able 
to  give  a  vote  on  the  question.  As  to  the  spe- 
cious objection — a  very  plausible  one — that  a 
loan  should  not  be  undertaken  without  a 
poll  of  the  ratepayers,  any  one  who  had 
any  knowledge  of  local  loans  knew  very  well 
— take,  for  instance,  a  harbour  loan — what 
a  hard  thing  it  was  to  fight  with  men  who  were 
dead,  who  were  not  there,  or  who  were  too  lasy 
and  too  indolent  to  vote.  There  were  two  cases 
in  Wellington  only  the  other  day — in  Petone 
and  Melrose — both  in  his  constituency ;  in  both 
cases  a  local  loan  was  brought  forward  and  a 
poll  taken,  and,  though  he  was  quite  certain 
that,  in  Petone,  at  any  rate,  a  great  majority 
were  in  favour  of  the  loan,  yet,  owing  to  the  ab- 
sentees, the  lazy  and  apathetic,  it  fell  through, 
the  number  of  votes  being  insufficient.  People 
who  did  not  do  anything  were  the  hardest  to 
fight  against.  There  were  several  other  things 
in  the  Bill,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  take 
up  the  time  of  honourable  members  muoh 
longer.  It  pained  him  to  go  against  Mr. 
Fisher  in  this  matter,  because  they  had 
both  occupied  the  same  political  platform 
at  the  general  elections,  out  he  honestly 
thought  the  Bill  contained  some  excellent 
things  for  Wellington.  As  to  the  Town  Hall, 
that  might  come  in  time  ;  that,  however, 
was  not  such  a  simply  fancy  item  as  it  was  at- 
tempted to  make  out.  There  was  very  great 
need  for  some  public  hall  in  Wellington  ;  they 
had  no  great  hall,  beyond  the  Opera  House,  in 
which  to  hold  public  meetings.  There  was  the 
Skating  Rink  —  a  draughty,  dilapidated  old 
place— and  the  Drillshed,  which  was  under  the 
control  of  the  garrison  authorities,  and  not  al- 
ways available  ;  but  there  was  no  great  central 
hall  in  which  to  hold  a  concert.  He  believed 
the  citizens  would  vote  for  a  Town  Hall.  As 
to  Miramar,  that  question  could  be  kept  entirely 
in  abeyance ;  he  must  confess,  himself,  he  was 
not  converted  on  the  subject  of  Miramar.  He 
objected  altogether  to  interference  with  the 
Town  Belt  and  to  any  serious  disturbance  of  the 
Basin  Reserve.  The  Town  Belt  was  reserved 
in  the  very  early  days  of  the  town,  and  they 
should  be  very  careful  how  they  interfered 
with  it.  But  that  was  a  question  to  be  left  to 
the  ratepayers.  It  must  not  be  thought  by 
honourable  gentlemen  that  this  Bill  attempted 
to  take  any  power  from  the  ratepayers.  He 
had  very  carefully  studied  the  Bill,  and  hcbd  read 
every  bit  of  correspondence  on  the  subject  and 
every  leading  article,  and  had  talked  to  every 
class  and  description  of  citizen  about  it,  in  order 
to  coach  himself  up  in  public  opinion  on  the  Bill, 
and  he  felt  certain,  putting  aside  the  little 
party  jealousies  and  pjersonal  likes  and  dislikes, 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  public  of  Wei- 
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ington,  who  wished  to  see  Wellington  a  healthy, 
a  clean,  and  a  progresaive  city,  were  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  although  some  of  them 
might  be  opposed  to  certain  proposals  in  the 
schedule.  He  hoped  the  House  would,  at  any 
rate,  pass  the  second  reading,  and  then,  if 
necessary,  amend  the  Bill  in  Committee.  He 
hoped  to  have  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Fisher  to 
make  it  a  workable  Bill,  and  that  the  honour- 
able member  would  work  with  his  Wellington 
fellow-members  with  respect  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  a  duty  devolved  upon 
him  in  reference  to  this  matter.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher) 
had  read  the  communication  which  he  had 
sent  to  the  Government,  stating  the  course  he 
intended  to  take  with  respect  to  the  Bill.  The 
reply  given  by  the  Government  was  that  they 
would  listen  to  the  debate,  carefully  look  into 
the  proposals,  and,  as  a  Government,  they 
would  not  interfere  at  all.  That  was  the 
course  the  Government  intended  to  take  in 
respect  to  it.  But,  as  the  leader  of  the  House, 
he  thought  he  would  leave  himself  open  to 
having  it  said  that  when  a  Bill  was  brought 
before  the  House  which  contained  a  very  grave 
departure  from  the  existing  legislation  dealing 
with  certain  subjects— that,  at  all  events,  he 
should  speak  frankly  what  he  thought  ought  to 
be  done.  He  did  not  think  the  circumstances 
of  the  City  of  Wellington  warranted  the  great 
departure  that  was  taken  in  this  Bill — namely, 
giving  a  free  hand  to  the  Council,  without 
consulting  the  ratepayers,  to  increase  the 
debt  of  the  borough  by  £72,000.  He  thought 
that  where  they  intended  to  impose  a  burden 
upon  the  city  for  all  time  to  come  the 
citizens  should  determine  it,  and  not  the 
Council  for  the  time  being,  more  particularly 
when  the  Council  was  constituted  as  it  was  at 
the  present  time,  and  under  the  present  fran- 
chise. The  franchise  as  it  now  existed  was 
such  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  leave  the 
determination  as  to  a  burden  for  all  time  upon 
those  who  were  now  members  of  the  Council. 
If,  for  instance,  the  whole  of  the  Councillors 
to-day  were  to  go  out  of  office,  and  let  the 
burgesses  return  those  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal or  otherwise,  then  he  would  say  that  was 
the  mind,  at  all  events,  of  the  present  bur- 
gesees. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— What  special  proposal  do  you 
object  to  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  regarded  the  over- 
draft, they  were  told  that  it  was  only  £12,000, 
and  they  were  now  asking  to  borrow  another 
£24  000. 

Sir  r!  STOUT.— No,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  what  Mr.  Fisher 
told  the  House. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— That  is  not  in  the  Bill  at 
all. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  read  the  Bill,  and 
it  did  not  give  any  amount  except  £36,000.  In 
the  memorandum  the  overdraft  in  1897  was 

fiven  at  £12,850.    He  had  taken  this  from  Mr. 
*isher,  and  hoped  that  when  replying  the  mover 
would  state  to  the  House  emphatically  what 
the  overdraft  was  at  the  present  day.     Acoord- 
Mr.  WUaon 


ing  to  the  memorandum  the  Wellington  City 
Council  overdraft  was  £12,000.  Why,  then,  did 
they  want  to  take  power  to  borrow  £24,000? 
If  only  £12,000  was  required,  why  did  they  ask 
for  £24,000  ?  That  he  must  leave  the  mover  of 
the  Bill  to  explain.  Then,  there  was  another 
proposal  for  the  £36,000  under  Part  II.  Pat- 
ting these  together  they  had  £72,000.  Well, 
that  was  sufficient  to  WEirrant  him  in  taking  ap 
the  same  attitude  in  respecc  to  this  Bill  that 
he  had  taken  up  with  regard  to  the  Lyttelton 
and  the  Westport  Harbour  Bills.  He  thought 
the  Bill  should  be  sent  to  the  Public  Aocountt 
Committee.  That,  at  all  events,  he  thought 
would  be  conceded  by  every  member  of  the 
House.  Then,  they  came  to  the  other  question— 
of  widening  the  streets.  He  thought  that  unless 
they  took  steps  now  to  widen  the  streets  the 
work  would  ultimately  cost  a  very  much  larger 
sum  of  money,  and  the  longer  it  was  delayed 
the  worse  it  would  be.  Another  noticeable 
matter  was  that  at  the  present  time  there  were 
two  candidates  for  the  position  of  Mayor,  and 
he  found  that  in  respect  of  these  proposals 
they  agreed.  There  was  no  one  standing  before 
the  burgesses  who  supported  the  Bill.  Reading 
Mr.  Blair*s  speech,  he  noticed  that,  as  to  most 
of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Bill,  he  took 
the  same  view  that  he  (the  Premier)  did,  and 
no  one  who  was  standing  before  the  burgesses 
supported  the  Bill  in  its  entirety,  or  any- 
thing near  it.  He  could  only  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  unpopular  to  do 
that,  or  why  was  it  not  done?  Whoever 
was  returned  must  be  opposed  to  most  of  the 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  Bill.  He  agreed 
that  they  should  absolutely  prevent  any  inter- 
ference with  the  Basin  Reserve,  for  that  would 
be  suicidal  to  a  city  situated  as  Wellington 
was.  They  should  not  interfere  with  the  re- 
serve for  the  purposes  mentioned.  He  would 
also  be  no  party  to  encroaching  on  the  Town 
Belt.  Any  encroachment  on  Town  Belts  was  a 
grave  mistake.  An  attempt  wonld  be  made, 
he  believed,  to  do  the  same  thing  at  Dunedin; 
but  if  they  visited  other  cities  they  would  see 
the  value  of  these  reserves.  What  made  the 
City  of  Adelaide  the  most  beautiful  and 
healthiest  of  cities  was  its  half-mile  of  reserve 
round  it,  and  every  one  there  spoke  of  the  far- 
seeing  wisdom  of  Sir  George  Grey  in  making 
that  reserve.  For  the  City  of  Wellington  to 
allow  any  encroachment  to  the  slightest  extent 
upon  the  Town  Belt  or  the  lung-space B  of  the 
city  would  be  a  very  grave  mistake,  and,  for 
his  part,  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  he 
should  ask  the  Committee  to,  at  all  events, 
eliminate  from  the  Bill  that  proposal.  With 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  the  Miramar  Estate, 
he  saw  Mr.  Bell  brought  that  matter  forward, 
but  he  did  not  seem  very  strong  about  it,  and 
he  had  not  seen,  either  in  the  public  prints  or  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  that  there  was 
the  slightest  idea  of  their  purchasing  that  estate. 
12  80  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  think  it  was  suitable.  It 
was  too  far  from  the  city,  and  not 
well  situated  for  the  purpose  intended.  Hii 
objections  to  the  Bill,  however,  were  mainly 
Committee  objections.     He  oonaidered  there 
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had  been  a  graire  departure  in  the  way  of 
interfering  with  the  Baein  Reserve  and  the 
Town  Belt,  and  both  proposals,  he  thought, 
should  be  eliminated  from  the  measure.  In 
reepeot  to  the  borrowing  power,  they  ought 
to  insist  on  the  law  in  this  Bill  being  the 
same  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  other  boroughs 
, under  the  Municipal  Oorporations  Act;  and, 
as  to  the  voting  on  the  proposal,  he  hoped 
thai  before  that  time  came  there  would  be  an 
enlargement  of  the  franchise  in  such  cities 
as  Wellington.  There  was  in  Wellington 
a  population  of  forty  thousand  persons,  and 
only  four  thousand  of  that  number  had  voting 
power ;  and  if  the  proposals  were  left  entirely 
to  those  four  thousand  it  would  probably  be 
found  that  about  two  thousand  voted,  and  that 
only  a  narrow  majority  in  the  Council  carried 
a  proposal  that  meant  a  burden  on  the  people 
for  all  time.  He  held  that  the  burgesses  should 
have  the  control  of  their  own  affairs  ;  the 
Legislature  should  not  debar  them  from 
exercising  their  votes  on  the  subject.  The 
Liegislature  had  no  right  to  debar  them ;  but 
they  had  a  right  to  safeguard  matters,  so  that 
a  minority  should  not,  as  now,  commit  a  great 
city  like  Wellington  to  such  a  proposal  as  was 
contained  in  the  Bill.  He  thought  that  when 
the  Bill  emerged  from  the  Legislature  it  would 
be  one  that  would  commend  itself  to  the  people 
of  the  city.  Any  attempt  made  by  the  City 
Fathers  to  improve  the  town  ought  to  be  en- 
oouraged  by  the  Legislature;  the  city  was,  no 
doubt,  behind  others  in  the  way  of  advantages, 
but  such  an  attempt  as  this  would  improve 
things  if  carried  out  on  safe  lines.  His  view 
was  that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  and  then  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Oommittee.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
would  clear  up  the  point  raised  as  to  why 
jB36,000  was  proposed  to  be  borrowed,  while  the 
overdraft  was  only  £12,000. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  not  going  to  speak  on  the 
merits  of  the  Bill.  He  thought,  however,  the 
oitisens  of  Wellington  should  have  the  privilege 
of  voting  as  to  whether  they  should  raise  money 
4o  improve  their  city  or  not.  Most  of  the  pro- 
posfikls  had  to  be  referred  to  a  vote  of  the  rate- 
payers, and  it  was  only  reasonable,  he  thought, 
that  the  Bill  should  pass.  His  object  in  rising, 
however,  was  to  thank  the  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  the  measure  for  his  courtesy  in 
allowing  his  (Mr.  Wright's)  Bill  to  take  pre- 
oedenoe.  The  Premier  had  intimated  tnat 
he  (Mr.  Wright)  had  taken  in  or  misled  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  could  only  say 
that  if  he  had  imagined  for  one  moment  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  by  giving  way  to 
bim  as  he  hsid  done  that  night  would  have 
jeopardized  his  own  Bill  he  would  not  have 
asked  that  concession  from  him,  and  he  wished 
onoe  more  to  thank  him  for  his  assistance. 

Mr.  GROWTHER  said  it  had  appeared  to 
him  that  exactly  what  the  Premier  strongly 
objected  to  was  the  portion  of  the  Bill  which, 
to  his  (Mr.  Orowther's)  mind,  demanded  im- 
mediate attention :  that  was,  the  widening 
of  the  streets  round  the  Basin  Reserve.     At 


present  there  were  six  or  eight  very  bad  curves 
just  round  that  comer  that  caused  the  crams 
to  be  quite  as  often  off  as  on  the  rails.  If  that 
part  of  the  city  was  to  be  useful,  these  streets 
must  be  widened.  He  was  prepared  to  say 
that  if  the  streets  of  Wellington  were  to  be 
widened  as  this  Bill  set  forth  it  would  take  a 
good  many  £36,000  to  do  it.  One  of  the  streets 
that  wanted  to  be  widened  was  Cuba  Street. 
The  value  of  property  in  this  street  having 
grown  entirely  out  of  reach  for  widening  pur- 
poses, how  were  they  going  to  widen  that 
street  with  £36,000?  He  wagered  that  the 
compensation  that  would  be  demanded  in 
respect  of  four  properties  alone  would  absorb 
the  whole  amount.  Take  the  frontage  on  which 
stood  the  "Boyal  Oak,"  for  instance.  What 
would  it  cost  to|shift  that  building?  Or, 
take  Te  Aro  House  ?  What  would  it  take  to 
shift  that  ?  Take  Haining  Street  even.  What 
would  it  cost  to  widen  that  thoroughfare  ?  He 
wagered  that  the  properties  there  were  worth 
£3  or  £4  a  foot  at  least.  Willis  Street  they 
could  not  widen,  because  it  would  take  a  great 
many  times  £36,000  to  do  it.  But  Haining 
Street  was  a  very  narrow  street;  one  of  the 
slums,  in  fact ;  it  wanted  wiping  out  altogether. 
He  would  wager  there  were  no  streets  on  this 
side  of  the  Basin  Reserve  that  were  built  on 
which  they  could  widen  for  £36,000.  He  dared 
make  this  assertion  without  any  hesitation, 
and  he  based  his  calculation  on  this :  pro- 
perties there  with  a  20  ft.  frontage  were  bring- 
ing in  rentals  of  from  10s.  to  12s.  each.  How 
were  they  going  to  shift  these  places  back  at  a 
cost  of  £36,000  ?  They  could  not  do  it.  The 
Bill  was  aiming  at  too  much.  Instead  of 
to  taking  £36,000,  if  these  streets  were  going 
be  widened,  it  would  take  a  hundred  times 
£36,000,  and  then  they  would  be  able  to 
widen  about  two  streets  only.  That  was  a  fact 
beyond  all  doubt.  They  knew  these  people 
were  not  going*  to  give  -their  properties  away. 
It  was  their  living.  But  there  was  a  chance  at 
present,  and  it  ought  to  be  taken  to-morrow, 
to  widen  the  streets  round  the  Basin  Reserve. 
That  was  the  most  difficult  part  of  Welling- 
ton whereon  the  traffic  was  so  great  and  where 
the  requirements  were  increasing.  There  was 
only  the  other  alternative:  that  was,  to  run 
a  street  straight  through,  and  that  would  out 
the  Basin  Reserve  in  two,  thereby  doing 
much  greater  damage  to  this  reserve  than  to 
take  off  33  ft.  from  the  entrance  on  this  side 
half  way  round  to  the  other  street.  If  they 
took  33  ft.  they  would  have  a  street  70  ft.  wide, 
and  that  would  meet  all  requirements  for  many 
years  to  come.  If  they  took  Mr.  Maguire's 
residence,  what  would  he  want  per  foot  ?  He 
would  want  very  nearly  half  the  amount  of 
money  mentioned  in  the  Bill.  So  far  as  he 
was  able  to  judge  the  value  of  Wellington  City 
property,  £36,000  was  not  going  to  do  anything 
at  all  towards  widening  the  streets. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  that,  while  he 
agreed  considerably  with  the  views  expressed 
by  the  Premier,  there  was  one  point  which  he 
wished  to  state  distinctly  he  could  not  support, 
and  that  was  the  proposal  to  take  away  the 
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xightB  poBsessed  by  the  burgeeses  under  the 
Munioipal  Corporations  Act — namely,  that  a 
poll  must  be  taken.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  said  the  Bill 
proposed  only  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  of  Wellington  through  their 
representatives.  The  representatives  were  not 
always  at  one  with  the  persons  they  were  sup- 
posed to  represent.  He  would  give  a  case  m 
8 dint  which  happened  in  Auckland.  There  the 
ity  Council  proposed  to  promote  a  Bill  to 
raise  money  for  drainage  and  other  purposes. 
The  burgesses  got  up  an  agitation  at  once  and 
stopped  it.  The  same  thing  might  occur  here. 
Although  he  was  in  favour  of  the  second  read- 
ing, he  would  not  vote  for  the  proposal  to  take 
away  the  rights  from  the  burgesses  of  having  a 
poll  taken. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON,  in  reply  to  the  Pre- 
mier,  would  explain  the  question  of  the  £86,000. 
The  overdraft  was  £84,678 168.  lOd.,  not  £12,168. 
That  was  what  it  would  be  in  March,  1898,  and 
the  credit  balemces,  composed  of  Waterworks 
Account,  City  Improvement  Loan,  capital  and 
interest,  was  £18,186.  The  reason  for  asking 
for  power  to  issue  debentures  to  the  extent  of 
£86,000  was  to  liquidate  the  debt  and  to  relieve 
these  moneys  for  their  proper  uses.  They  were 
at  present  pledged  as  far  as  they  would  go  for 
the  overdraft.  Here  were  the  figures  with 
regard  to  the  overdraft : — 

**  The  City  Treasurer  estimates  that  on  the 
81st  March,  1898,  our  overdrafts  will  be — 

£         B.    d. 
^  General  Account        ..  ..     14,668    7    2 

City  Beserves  and  Botanic  Gar- 
dens Account  ..  ..  7,598  17  0 
Library  Account  ..  ..  5,815  0  7 
Te  Aro  Reclamation  Account . .  962  17  4 
Old  Drainage  Account  ..  8,016  17  6 
Cemetery  Aooount  . .  . .  1 ,  214  6  5 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid 
Account    ••             ..             ••       1,902  10  10 


£84,678  16  10 
Mr.  FISHEB.— That  is  all  money  frittered 
away  by  incompetent  men. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said,  by  a  succession 
of  incompetent  men,  because  if  they  laid 
blame  on  the  one  they  must  attach  a  certain 
portion  of  it  to  another.  He  proposed  to  re- 
move one  or  two  more  illusions.  The  debt  of 
the  city  was  not  £900,000,  or  anything  like  it. 
At  the  present  moment  the  net  debt  of  the  city 
was  £622,000 — not  as  much  as  some  of  the 
other  cities  quoted.  He  was  speaking  from 
the  balance-sheet.  Further,  the  rates  in  Wel- 
lington did  not  amount  to  8b.  6d.,  but  8s.  2d., 
including  water.  And  the  Corporation  had 
not  borrowed  the  £25,000  under  the  Welling- 
ton City  Empowering  Act  of  1894,  which  was 
authorised  for  necessary  works  after  this  sani- 
tation scheme  had  been  completed,  and  was 
so  fixed  that  they  were  unable  to  deal  with 
it  in  any  shape  or  form  until  the  whole 
scheme  was  completed ;  it  was  reserved  for 
oontingencies.  And  another  £25,000  that  his 
colleague  Mr.  Fisher  added  to  this  great  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  was  being  used  to  ad- 
Mr.  r.  Thompson 


vanoe  as  loans  to  the  citisens  to  enable  them  to 
make  their  oonnections  with  the  new  drainage 
system,  and  was  repaying  itself.  It  was  being 
advanced,  and  consequently  was  not  indebted- 
ness at  all ;  so  that  there  was  £50,000  removed 
from  the  amount,  quite  clearly.  It  was  being 
used  as  it.  came  in  again  to  form  a  sinking 
fund  for  the  loan — in  other  words,  to  pay  it  ofi« 
He  proposed  to  say  one  or  two  things  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bill  proper,  and  he  would 
take  them  seriatim,  for  it  was  necessary  he 
should  remove  the  misunderstandings  that 
evidently  existed  even  in  the  minds  of 
Ministers  as  to  the  proposals  in  this  Bill. 
This  Bill  did  not  propose  to  take  from  the 
hands  of  the  citizens  any  authority  whatever 
in  the  granting  to  the  Council  of  loan-moneyt, 
except  in  two  Tnstanoes.  One  instanoe  was  thai 
for  the  paying-off  of  the  overdraft ;  and  surely  it 
was  apparent  on  the  face  of  it  that  this  over- 
draft should  be  wiped  off,  not  only  for  the 
removal  of  the  burden,  for  the  decreasing  of  the 
rate  of  interest,  but  also  in  order  to  prevent  any 
succeeding  Council  from  continuing  what  he 
considered  to  be  a  very  bcbd  system  indeed. 
They  had  a  permanent  loan  in  the  shape  of  an 
overdraft  equal  to  two  years  of  the  rates 
of  the  city.  Now,  that  was  not  proper,  and 
then  was  a  clause  inserted  in  the  Dun- 
edin  Bill  preventing  that  very  same  thing, 
and  tying  the  Corporation  down  to  an  over- 
draft equal  to  one  year's  rates  only.  It  wai 
quite  clear  that  the  Corporation  must  have 
advances  from  their  bankers  in  the  shape  of  aa 
overdraft  for  the  first  month  or  two  in  the  year, 
before  the  rates  began  to  oome  in.  That  wai 
right  and  proper ;  but  it  should  not  be  that  they 
should  practically  have  a  loan  in  the  sh^w  of 
an  overdraft  equal  to  two  years'  rates  at  5  per 
cent.  Surely  it  was  not  a  wrong  proposal  to 
make,  that  that  money,  which  was  restricted  to 
this  amount,  which  was  not  of  a  recunsnt 
nature,  ajid  which  was  going  to  be  used  for  a 
specific  purpose,  should  go  towards  rednoiog 
the  burden  of  interest  on  the  overdraft,  and  ie( 
free  moneys  now  pledged  against  that  ovudraft 
for  their  proper  purposes.  These  purposes  were 
set  out  in  the  Bill  in  detail,  and  one  of  them 
was  simply  an  act  of  justice  to  a  certain  portion 
of  the  ratepayers  of  the  city  in  giving  them 
a  supply  of  water  which  they  were  fairly  en- 
titled to.  A  portion  of  the  moneys  so  released 
—£6,700  odd— would  go  toward  the  supplying 
of  water  to  those  people  who  were  on  the 
higher  levels,  and  who  now  could  only  get 
water  in  the  evening,  when  the  water  was  not 
in  use  in  the  city.  Now,  as  to  the  Town  Hall, 
he  wished  to  remove  another  misunderstanding 
from  the  minds  of  honourable  members.  The 
City  Corporation  had  a  section  of  land  set  aside 
for  the  purpose — a  site  for  a  Town  Hall.  It  was 
somewhere  near  the  site  of  the  late  Industrial 
Exhibition,  and  that  section  of  land  could  not  be 
used  for  any  other  purpose  except  that  for  which 
it  was  set  apart.  It  was  lying  idle  and  beioc 
absolutely  unused,  and  the  Corporation  could 
not  utilise  it  for  any  revenue-producing  pv* 
pose.  The  present  municipal  chambers  and 
offices  were  entirely  too  small  for  the  pnipote, 
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ftnd  evexything  was  being  cramped  up.  A 
valaation  had  been  made,  and  offers  had  prao- 
ticMJly  been  made  for  renting,  leasing,  or  par- 
ohasing  portions  of  the  munioipal  chambers, 
and  really  the  cost  of  the  hall  would  not  im- 
pose any  further  hardens  on  the  citizens  at 
all,  beoaase  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale 
or  lease  of  the  present  property  wonld  on- 
donbtedly  provide  for  the  interest  on  the  in- 
vestment in  the  new  building.  The  new  build- 
ing itself  would  be  revenue  -  producing  to  a 
certain  extent,  because,  in  addition  to  the 
pablic  facility  for  the  citizens  in  the  shape 
of  a  Town  Hall,  offices  and  conveniences  could 
be  built  in  connection  with  it  and  let,  and  it 
wonld  bring  in  revenue.  Now,  the  widening 
of  the  streets  was  the  only  other  proposal 
wherein  it  was  asked  to  enable  the  Oorporation 
to  raise  money.  Well,  his  colleague  Sir  Robert 
Stout  had  already  told  the  House  that  it  was 
the  universal  custom  in  less  benighted  quarters 
of  the  globe  than  this  so-called  progressive  part 
to  take  money  for  such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Out  of  revenue  ? 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHE80N  said.  No;  it  was  to 
raise  money  by  loan  for  such  a  purpose.  The 
reason  was  apparent  on  the  face  of  it.  Suppose 
they  had  an  abortive  poll,  such  as  they  had  in 
two  suburban  boroughs  within  the  last  few  days, 
and  before  they  could  go  to  another  poll  a  cer- 
tain period  of  time  must  necessarily  elapse,  and 
the  very  set  of  men  whose  presence  in  the  city 
they  so  strongly  deprecated— the  syndicators — 
would  have  ample  opportunity  of  securing  and 
enhancing  the  values  of  the  lands,  and  depriv- 
ing the  city  of  an  advantage  which  it  should 
be  permitted  to  have.  It  was  therefore  only 
reasonable  to  ask  that  when  the  amount  to  be 
borrowed  was  restricted  to  that  which  a  rate  of 
2^.  in  the  pound  would  cover,  for  the  reasons 
adduced  and  purposes  specified,  the  power 
ought  to  be  with  the  Council.  And  then,  in 
answer  to  Mr  Growther,  it  was  not  pur- 
posed to  take  a  slice  of  any  one's  property, 
or  of  various  persons'  properties,  but  it  was 
porposed  to  take  under  the  Public  Works  Act 
the  whole  depth  of  the  sections,  on  one  side  of 
the  street,  say,  and  to  take  the  necessary 
width  for  street-widening  purposes,  and  lease 
the  sections  at  an  enhanced  value.  Was  there 
not  economy  in  that?  Did  it  involve  the 
borrowing  of  immense  sums  of  money  ?  Why, 
the  thing  was  remunerative  at  once  when  the 
sections  were  let  and  the  new  streets  were 
made.  The  scheme  was  not  only  a  reasonable 
but  a  proper  one.  Not  only  had  they  Hain- 
ing  Streets  in  Wellington,  but  going  across 
frdm  Molesworth  Street  there  was  a  street 
called  Fraser's  Lane,  or  some  such  name, 
where  there  ought  to  be  a  fine  broad  street 
going  in  continuation  of  Hill  Street  right 
down  towards  the  sea.  Those  were  the  slums 
of  Wellington,  which  they  had  to  clean 
from  all  sorts  of  filth,  both  moral  and  other- 
wise. It  meant  this:  The  citizens  of  Welling- 
ton had  never  widened  their  streets,  and  if 
they  were  to  wait  until  such  time  as  they  took 
a  poll  of  the  citizens  those  streets  would  never 
be  widened.     As  to  Miramar,  his  colleague  Mr. 


Fisher  had  told  them  that  the  portion  of 
Miramar  was  the  refuse.  Well,  he  hcbd  seen 
the  portion  of  Miramar  proposed  to  be  taken, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  natural 

Skrks  that  ever  Nature  turned  out  of  her  hand, 
e  knew  it  well.  He  had  wandered  over  it 
Sunday  after  Sunday  for  years.  He  had  lived 
in  its  vicinity,  and  he  knew  it  better  than  his 
colleaRue  Mr.  Fisher.  Although  he  had  not 
resided  in  Wellington  as  long  as  his  colleague 
he  knew  Miramar  well.  He  said,  with  proper 
appliances,  it  was  within  twenty  minutes'  reach 
of  the  Queen's  wharf;  and  inasmuch  as  thd 
acquisition  of  a  certain  number  of  acres  of 
Miramar  was  dependent  upon  and  contingent 
upon  the  other  proposal  for  taking  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Town  Belt,  so  it  would  not 
cost  that  tremendous  amount  of  money  to  the 
citizens,  nor  yet  would  it  impose  any  fresh 
taxation  upon  the  citizens.  The  acreage  given 
in  the  schedule — the  254  acres  of  the  Town 
Belt  to  be  taken  —  comprised  largely  that 
portion  of  the  belt  on  the  western  side  from 
the  Wellington  Oollege  up  towards  the  south. 
Now,  the  slope  of  these  hills  was  not  more  pre- 
cipitous than  those  already  so  closely  built 
upon  behind  the  Wellington  Terrace.  The 
City  of  Wellington  must  expand  in  that  direc- 
tion if  it  was  to  expand  at  all.  Standing  on 
the  summit  of  the  hill  behind  the  Wellington 
College,  and  looking  down  on  the  whole  of 
what  was  once  the  vacant  Wellesley  Block,  he 
could  not  now  see  one  green  spot  not  built 
or  being  built  upon,  and  the  resumption  of  that 
portion  of  the  Town  Belt  for  building  purposes 
meant  nothing  further  than  taking  the  end 
out  of  this  Chamber  and  moving  the  walls 
back  a  bit  and  enlarging  it.  They  would  still 
have  a  reserve,  and  a  much  nobler  one,  and  a 
far  better  one,  in  the  shape  of  Miramar  on 
the  other  side  of  the  hill.  As  a  citizen 
of  Wellington  he  hoped  to  see  a  still  greater 
advance  in  the  future;  and  the  sons  of 
Wellington  would  have  cause  to  regret  that 
their  fathers  heA  not  been  sufficiently  wise  t(> 
acquire  Miramar  if  they  did  not  succeed  now. 
Of  course,  it  had  been  contended  that  it  waa 
a  bad  precedent  to  take  away  from  the  citizens 
what  were  their  common  birthrights  -^  their 
public  parks  and  breathing-spots  ;  but  all  that 
was  proposed  to  be  taken  away  from  the  Basin 
Reserve  was  a  strip  of  16^  ft.  wide  on  the  west 
side,  in  order  that  the  main  trunk  line  for 
vehicular  communication  between  Newtown — 
the  great  new  artisan  portion  of  the  city — ^and 
the  city  proper  might  be  made  1  chain  wide. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Take  the  other  side. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said  that  the  slope 
was  so  great,  and  the  engineering  difficulties  of 
making  communications  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Basin  Reserve  were  so  great,  as  to  render 
that  absolutely  impracticable.  He  was  certain 
that  a  main  road  would  be  put  right  through 
the  centre  of  the  Basin  Reserve  before  long. 
He  was  living  in  hopes  of  seeing  a  railway-line 
there,  and  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  in  this 
instance,  was  only  anticipating  the  inevitable — 
when  the  iron  horse  would  go  right  through  the 
Basin  Reserve  to  the  shores  of  Cook  Strait. 
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There  wae  not  the  slightest  attempt  to  take 
Irom  the  people  their  birthright;  but  their 
forefathers  had  not  been  so  wise  as  they  had 
sometimes  given  them  credit  for.  The  ori- 
ginal company  which  laid  out  the  City  of 
Wellington  had  planned  a  beautiful  esplanade 
upon  the  precipitous  side  of  Mount  Victoria, 
and  hfibd  sold  part  in  the  City  of  London ;  so 
that  they  had  not  displayed  so  much  philan- 
thropy in  laying  down  this  city  as  had  been 
imagined.  But,  even  had  they  done  so,  he  did 
not  see  why  the  throbbing  human  heart  should 
be  stopped  by  dead  men's  hands.    Time  worked 

^  Q  wonders,  and  they,  the  living,  must 
deal  with  things  as  they  arose.  He 
would  never  be  bound  by  old  traditions  or  sen- 
timent when  be  thought  it  was  for  the  good  of 
living  men  to  carry  out  certain  works.  When 
taking  charge  of  this  Bill  from  the  present 
Mayor  he  had  been  given  an  absolutely 
free  hand.  Not  only  so,  but  he  had  been 
asked  to  take  it  away  and  give  his  free  opinion 
upon  it.  The  Mayor  asked  him,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Oity  of  Wellington,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Bill  with  an  absolutely  free 
hand,  and  try  and  carry  it  through  the  House. 
He  submitted  in  confidence  the  Bill  to  the 
House,  and  would  abide  by  whatever  amend- 
ment the  Committee  might  resolve  on.  He 
would  point  out  to  the  Premier  that  there 
was  really  no  analogy  between  this  Bill  and 
those  already  committed.  It  meant  that  if 
the  Bill  had  to  wait  until  universal  suffrage 
lor  municipalities  were  carried  it  would  never 
become  law — at  any  rate,  this  session.  He 
trusted  the  Bill  would  be  allowed  to  go  into 
Committee,  and  he  would  accept  such  amend- 
ments as  the  House  in  its  wisdom  made. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question  of  the  committal, 

Mr.  8BDD0N  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said,  if  the  Premier 
insisted  that  it  should  go  to  this  Committee,  of 
oourse,  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  House, 
and  he  mast  bow  his  head,  as  stronger  men 
and  older  politicians  had  done  to-night  already. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  moving  that  the  Bill 
be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
he  was  not  prejudicing  the  position  of  the  Bill 
in  any  way.  The  financial  question  was  a  larffe 
one,  and  the  total  amount  involved  was  purely 
one  that  should  be  dealt  with  by  that  Com- 
mittee; and  where  it  was  increasing  large 
borrowing  powers  he  thought  they  ought  to 
have  the  evidence  before  that  Committee.  The 
local  Bills  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
getting  through,  and  at  the  early  part  of  the 
session  he  had  stated  that  they  would  be 
allowed  to  go  through.  In  referring  this  Bill 
to  that  Committee  he  was  not  prejudicing  its 
position,  but  acting  consistently  with  what 
had  been  done  in  respect  to  the  other  Bills. 

^  Q  Mr.  FISHER  wished  to  say  that,  as 

there  appeared  to  be  a  general  oon- 
eensus  of  opinion  that  the  BiU  should  pass,  it 
would  facilitate  its  passage  to  refer  it  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee.  He  felt  it  his 
duty  to  point  out  that  it  seemed  to  him  that 
Mr,  J»  Hutcheson 


the  House  had  not  yet  taken  in  the  whole 
scope  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  are  not  at  liberty  now 
te  enter  on  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 
The  question  is  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  was  referring  to  the 
finance  portion,  which  ought  to  be  referrod  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  Here  was  a 
Bill  involving  borrowing  proposals  to  the  extent 
of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money,  and  the 
Bill  ought  to  receive  the  careful  considecatkn 
of  such  a  Committee  as  the  Public  Aooounts 
Committee. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  did  not  understand  why  the 
Bill  should  be  referred  to  this  Committee, 
except  on  the  ground  that  the  Premier  had 
been  hitherto  unable  to  set  up  that  Commit- 
tee ;  but  he  had  now  got  so  many  local  BiUs 
referred  to  it  thst  the  House  would  be  com- 
pelled to  set  it  up.  It  was  perfectly  plain  that 
was  one  of  the  Premier's  tactics.  The  Piemier 
knew  that  local  Bills  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
going  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee ;  and 
he  did  not  understand  why  there  should  be  a 
Local  BiUs  Committee  at  all  if  those  Bills  were 
all  to  go  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  glad  the  BiU  was 
to  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  he  hoped  all  Government  finskocial 
Bills  would  go  there  too.  There  had  been  a 
number  of  Bills  during  the  Isst  three  yean 
relating  to  accounts.  Take  the  Consols  BiU  aa 
first  printed :  If  it  had  gone  to  that  Committee 
it  would  have  come  before  the  Hooae  in  a 
much  more  practicable  form  than  it  did. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  was  understood  to  say 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  oocnpy  the 
attention  of  seventy-four  members  of  the 
House  with  details  of  those  Bills.  In  the 
case  of  Bills  affecting  the  finances  of  the 
whole  colony  the  matter  was  different. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  *<  That 
the  words  *  Thursday  next '  stand  part  of  the 
question." 

Ayes  26. 


Bollard 

Lang 

Rolleston 

Brown 

Lethbridge 

Sligo 

Camoross 

Lewis 

Smith 

Carson 

Mackenzie,  M 

.  Thompson,  R. 

Crowther 

McLean 

Wilson 

Fraser 

Massey 

Wright. 

Gilfedder 

Meredith 

Teller*. 

Henries 

Monk 

Hutoheeon,  J. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Moore 

Noes,  28. 

Stout. 

AUen,  E.  G. 

Holland 

Pere 

Cadman 

Kaihau 

RusseU 

Carroll 

Lawry 

Seddon 

Field 

McGowan 

Symes 

Flatman 

McKenzie,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Mills 

Tellers. 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Fisher 

Hogg 

O'Regan 

Montgomery. 

Majority  for,  I 

5. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

The  House   adjourned    at   fifteen    minates 
past  one  o'clock  a.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday^  5th  November^  1897, 


Public  Aoconnts  Andit— H.  K.  Taiaroa's  Petitton— 
Clntha  River  Boafd— Adjoarnment. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb 
hall-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 

Pbatsbs. 


took  the  ohair  at 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  AUDIT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  asked  the  Govern, 
ment.  How  it  is  that  the  Mines  Department 
has  failed  to  comply  with  the  reqnisition  de- 
scribed in  the  minute  by  the  Controller  and 
Auditor-General,  appearing  on  the  accounts 
published  in  the  Gazette  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
psge  1961,  as  follows :  "  The  foregoing  accounts 
have  been  examined  and  found  correct,  except 
as  regards  the  '  Customs,'  *  Railways/  and 
*  Territorial  Revenue '  receipts,  which  are  not 
now  examined  by  the  Audit  Office;  but  as 
regards  the  receipts  of  gold  revenue,  the  Audit 
Office  is  unable  to  satisfactorily  verify  them, 
through  the  failure  of  the  Mines  Department 
to  comply  with  a  requisition  for  a  certified 
statement  of  the  amounts  collectible  as  such 
revenue.—J.  K.  Wabbubton,  Controller  and 
Auditor-General "  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  the  posi- 
tion was  that  the  Audit  Office  had  a  certificate 
from  the  Registrar  and  Receiver  of  Gold  Revenue 
for  licenses  issued,  but  the  Auditor-General  in- 
sisted on  the  Warden  also  signing  this  return. 
The  Warden  declined,  as  he  considered  he  was 
not  the  officer  required  to  do  so  by  law,  and  he 
also  could  not  conscientiously  comply  with  the 
request.  He  might  also  add  that  the  Law  Offi- 
cers supported  the  contention  of  the  Warden 
in  this  ease. 

H.  K.  TAIIrOA'S  PETITION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Whether  they  intend  to  introduce  a  Bill 
this  session  to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  14th  August, 
1895,  upon  the  petition  of  H.  K.  Taiaroa  ?  In 
asking  this  question  he  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
tlie  time  of  the  Council  more  than  was  neces- 
sary. He  asked  to  be  allowed  to  read  the 
report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  to  the 
otner  House.    It  was  as  follows : — 

••  The  petitioner  prays  that  legislation  may 
passed  to  relieve  him  and  other  Native 
owners  of  land  from  the  disabilities  caused 
through  the  passing  of  "The  Westland  and 
Kelson  Native  Reserves  Act,  1887,"  and  that 
he  may  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  and  losses 
incurred  from  the  same  cause. 

'*  The  Committee  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  it  recommends  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  should  be  favourably  considered  by 
the  Government,  and  that  legislation  should 
be  introduced  this  session  to  give  the  relief 
prayed  for. 

<«  14th  August,  1895." 


He  would  like  to  further  explain  that,  on  the 
10th  July,  1896,  a  question  was  asked  the  Pre- 
mier as  to  whether  he  would  bring  in  legisla- 
tion last  session  for  tha  purpose,  and  his 
answer  was  that  he  hoped  that  a  Bill  would  be 
introduced  at  an  early  date.  But  nothing  had 
been  done  in  the  matter  since  then.  He  sub- 
sequently went  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier, 
together  with  his  son,  and  asked  the  honour- 
able gentleman  about  it.  They  were  told  to 
see  Dr.Fitchett,  the  Parliamentary  Draftsman, 
and  they  did  so.  Dr.  Fitchett  told  them  he 
had  no  instructions  whatever  in  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  regretted 
that  he  was  unable  to  give  any  assurance  that 
the  Government  «wonld  introduce  a  Bill  this 
session. 

CLUTHA  RIVER  BOARD. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, If  they  will,  before  acceding  to  the 
request  of  the  Clutha  River  Board  for  assist- 
ance in  procuring  a  steamer  for  river  trade, 
stipulate  that  such  steamer  be  entirely  built  in 
the  colony  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  the 
Government  had  not  incurred  any  obligation 
or  made  any  promise  to  assist  in  procuring  a 
steamer  for  that  river.  When  the  matter  was 
advanced  to  a  more  practical  stage  he  would 
be  able  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman 
further  information.  At  present  he  had 
nothing  else  to  say  on  the  subject. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Council  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  moved  to  add  the 
words  "  till  Tuesday  week." 

The  Council  divided. 


Ayes,  11. 

BaiUie 
Bonar 
Bowen 
KeUy,  W. 

MoCuUough 
Montgomery 
Oliver 
Ozmond 

Noes,  18. 

Peacock 
Taiaroa 
Walker,  L. 

Arkwright 

Bamiooat 

Bolt 

Feldwick 

Harris 

Holmes 

Jenkinson 

Jennings 

Kelly,  T. 

Kerr 

Pinkerton 

Reynolds 

Rigg 

Scotland 

Smith 

Swanson 

Walker.  W 

WUliams. 

Majority  against 

7. 

Amendment  negatived. 

IHie  Council  adjourned    at  ten  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday^  6th  November,  1897. 


First  Readings— Second  Reading— Timber  Freight 
on  Eaipara  Railway-line— Legal  ExpenBee- Per- 
sonal Explanation— Land  and  Income  Anseea- 
ment  Bill— Bill  Readex^Parliamentary  Officers 
—North  Island  Main  Tmnk  Railway— Special 
Rating  Areas  —  Adyanoes  to  Settlers  Act— 
Miscerianeons  Revenue  —  Hokitika  -  Grevmouth 
Supreme  Court  Sittings— Education  ana  Other 
Reeerven  Leaseholders— Officers'  Light  Uniforms 
—Permanganate  Process  —  Consols  —  Ngahere- 
Blaokball  Telegraph  —  Oreymouth  -  Blackball 
Daily  Mail-service — Worthington  —  Workmen's 
Compensation  for  Accidents— Industrial  Schools 
—Auckland  Police-station— Salt  for  Agricultural 
Purposes— Type-setting  M«:hines— Moawhanga 
Telegraph  Extension— Weasels  and  Stoats— 
Rotorua  Drainage  —  Women  on  School  Com- 
mittees—Tokatoka  Swamp  Drainage- works— 
Government  Employes  and  Political  Movements 
—Crimes  against  the  Person  and  Crimes  against 
Property  —  Naval  and  Military  Settlers^  and 
Volunteers'  Land  Acts— Bank  of  New  Zealand 
Provident  Fund— Income-tax  Returns— Civil 
Service  Appointments— Dunedin  Railway-station 
—School  Committees'  Elections— Shop-hours  Act 
—Crown  Lands  Act  and  Members  of  the  Civil 
Service— Hanmer  Plains  Sanatorium— Fairlie 
Racing  Club— Waikopiro  Settlers— Cape  Kid- 
napper>  1  .ighthouse  —  Pahiatua  -  Palmerston 
Range  Road— Waimate  Courthouse  and  Police 
Buildings— Hospital  Nurses'  Railway-tickets— 
Southland  County  Council— Shipping  and  Sea- 
men's Act— Marine  Oil-engines— Printing  in 
Lyttelton  Gaol— Martini-Henry  Ammunition— 
Biineral  Oils  for  Motor  Purposes— Midland  Rail- 
way—Native Land  Laws  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIEST  READINGS. 
Procedure  in  Parliament  Billf  Blufi  Harbour 
Board  Empowering  Bill,   Alien    Immigration 
Restriction  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill. 

TIMBER  FREIGHT  ON  KAIPARA  RAIL- 
WAY-LINE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONK,  it  was  ordered, 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
of  the  total  value  of  the  freight  received  for 
round  and  baulk  timber  on  the  Kaipara  Rail- 
way-line from  the  1st  day  of  September,  1896, 
to  the  3lHt  day  of  August,  1897  ;  also  the  total 
measurement  in  superficial  feet. 

LEGAL  EXPENSES.. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CROWTHER,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Hbuse 
a  return  showing,  for  the  year  1896,  the  various 
sums  of  money  paid  by  the  Government  under 
the  head  of  legal  expenses  in  each  of  our  four 
cities— namely,  Auckland,  Wellington,  Christ- 
church,  and  Dunedin. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.   TAYLOR  wished  to  refer,   by  way  of 
perscnal  explanation,  to  a  statement  that  was 
made  by  the  honourable  member  lor  Motueka 


on  the  29th  October.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  was  in 
the  House  at  the  time  the  statement  waa  made, 
but  he  mast  have  been  busy,  as  it  did  not 
attract  his  attention.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber said, — 

"  I  hope  that  the  honourable  gentleman  *'— 
referring  to  him  (Mx.  Taylor)—**  will  reoogniis 
that  the  honouraole  members  he  meets  in  thii 
House  expect  someting  better  than  what  took 
place  on  that  occasion  after  he  leaves  ohoieh 
on  Sunday  evening 

"  An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— What  was  the  angage- 
ment? 

'*Mr.  R.  McEenzde.— Why,  Sir,  the  en- 
gagement  was  to  get  at  the  head  of  a  crowd  oC 
spies  and  perjurers  to  engage  in  a  tronsaotian 
I  can  hardly  find  parliamentary  language  to 
describe." 

He  might  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Motueka*s  remarks  evidently  had  reference 
to  an  incident  that  took  place  in  Ohriatohurah 
about  a  year  ago  in  connection  with  some 
young  men  laying  informations  against  certain 
hotels  for  Sunday  trading.  He  (Mr.  Taylor) 
knew  nothing  about  those  informations  either 
directly  or  indirectly  until  after  the  informa- 
tion had  been  laid  and  a  paragraph  appeared  in 
the  local  papers  notifying  that  such  informa- 
tions had  been  laid.  The  first  intimation  he 
had  was  received  at  the  same  time  the  general 
public  were  informed  of  the  fact.  The  (act 
was  that  he  knew  these  young  fellows,— and  he 
did  not  disapprove  of  what  they  did, — but  he 
was  in  no  way  connected  with  this  matter 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  In  oonneotioii 
with  the  same  speech  there  was  a  reference 
made  to  a  man  named  Wake,  and  an  interjec- 
tion was  made  as  to  who  paid  Wake's  expenses 
out  of  the  country.  To  his  own  knowledge  no 
one  paid  his  expenses  out  of  the  county,  for 
Mr.  Wake  had  nearly  £1,000  value  of  property 
when  he  left  the  country. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  wished  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  He  was  sorry  the  honourable  member 
did  not  make  the  quotation  fairly  and  correetly, 
because  if  he  had  gone  one  Sentenoe  further 
back  it  would  have  made  the  whole  tiling  ap- 
pear altogether  different.  What  he  (Mr.  R. 
McKenzie)  said  was  this : — 

**  This,  however,  is  quite  certain  :  that  there 
was  some  notoriety  caused  by  statements  in  the 
public  Press  of  this  colony  in  connection  with  a 
particular  engagement  he  was  concerned  in  on 
a  certain  Sunday  evening.  I  hope  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  recognise  that  the 
honourable  members  he  meets  in  this  House 
expect  ^mething  better  than  what  took  place 
on  that  occasion  after  he  leaves  ohuroh  on  a 
Sunday  evening 

**  An  Hon.  MicstBBB. — What  was  the  engage- 
ment ?  " 

He  simply  referred  to  what  appeared  in  the 
public  Press  of  the  colony,  and  he  did  not  say 
whether  it  was  accurate  or  otherwise.  How- 
ever, the  honourable  member  was  present  when 
the  remark  was  made,  and  had  every  oppor- 
tunity of  contradicting  it  if  he  felt  aggrieved 
by  it. 
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LAKD  AND  INCOME  ASSESSMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Statutes  Beyision  Committee,  to 
the  effect  that  the  Committee  considered  that 
the  Bill  being  a  money  Bill  they  had  no  recom- 
mendation to  make  thereon.  He  moved, 
That  the  report  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  understood  the 
honoarable  gentleman  who  brought  down  the 
report  had  some  explanation  to  make  as  to 
why  the  Bill  was  referred  bflbck  by  the  Joint 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  after  it  had  been 
sent  to  them  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  it  was  true  the 
Bill  had  been  sent  to  the  Joint  Statutes  Re- 
vision Committee  for  consideration  and  re- 
vision. When  the  Committee  met,  the  point 
vraa  raised  that  as  half  the  Committee  con- 
sisted of  members  of  another  place,  and  as  the 
other  place  was  not  able  to  revise  money  Bills, 
the  Committee,  sitting  as  a  Joint  Committee, 
could  not  take  the  Bill  into  consideration ; 
and  that  as  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  it  could  not  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  alone.  Therefore  the  report 
was  made  that  they  had  no  recommendation 
to  make  thereon.  The  question  of  what  should 
be  done  next  was  another  matter,  which  he 
could  not  deal  with  when  he  was  moving  That 
the  report  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  this  was  a  Government 
Bill  and  a  taxing  Bill,  he  would  move,  That  it 
be  restored  to  the  Order  Paper ;  he  would  then 
consider  whether  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  of  the  House  or 
to  another  Committee. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  restored  to 
the  Order  Paper, 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  he  did  not  under- 
stand  why  the  Bill  should  be  delayed .  It  should 
be  referred  to  one  or  other  of  the  Committees, 
and  it  did  not  matter  much  which  it  was  sent 
to.  He  would  move,  as  an  amendment,  That 
the  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Statutes  Revision 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  thought  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  no  difficulty  in  deciding  about 
the  particular  Committee  to  which  this  Bill 
should  be  sent.  When  the  Bill  was  referred  to 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  it  was  pro- 
bably the  intention  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
of  this  House  alone.  That  Committee  had 
power  '*  to  confer  '*  with  any  other  Committee 
appointed  by  the  other  House,  but  he  did  not 
see  from  the'  order  of  reference  that  it  had 
authority  to  sit  with  the  Committee  of  the 
other  House.  Standing  Order  No.  887  left  no 
doubt  as  to  the  Committee  which  should  deal 
with  a  consolidating  measure,  and  they  might 
save  time  by  now  accepting  the  suggestion 
that  the  Bill  should  go  to  the  Statutes  Re- 
vision  Committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  know  why  the  member 
for  EUesmere  wanted  to  take  charge  of  the  Go- 
vernment business  or  a  Bill  of  such  importance 
as  this,  and  he  did  not  see  why  there  should  be 
any  objection  to  the  course  proposed.    It  was 


originally  his  intention  that  the  Bill  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Statutes  Revision  Committee, 
because  that  Committee  consisted  of  members 
of  both  Houses,  and  that  fact  would,  no  doubt, 
facilitate  the  measure  passing  in  another  place. 

^  Q  That  was  why  he  sent  it  to  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee.  The  whole  Bill 
was  simply  a  consolidation  of  our  present  laws 
in  respect  to  land-  and  income-tax,  although 
there  were  some  amendments  of  the  existing 
law.  All  he  wanted  to  do  was  simply  to  restore 
it  to  the  Order  Paper,  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
avoid  in  any  way  the  second  reading  debate. 
He  would  move  on  Tuesday  which  Committee 
he  wished  to  refer  it  to.  *  He  thought  the 
House  should  reasonably  grant  him  that  con- 
cession. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that,  although  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee  had  no  power  to  deal  with 
the  Bill,  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the 
Bill,  being  a  consolidating  measure,  and  one  of 
very  great  importance,  there  ought  not  to  be 
any  delay  in  dealing  with  it.  He  thought  it 
would  be  wise  to  send  the  Bill  to  the  Statutes 
Revision  Committee  of  the  House.  That  would 
mean  that  the  Bill  would  probably  be  reported 
on  the  next  sitting-day,  and  the  Premier  could 
then  go  on  with  the  Bill  without  delay. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  if  he  understood 
the  Premier  to  say  that  he  would,  on  Tuesday, 
move  that  the  Bill  be  referred  either  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  or  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  said  he  had  said  he  would 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee.  He 
did  not  know  which  Committee  he  would  pro- 
pose to  refer  it  to  at  present,  and  he  wished  to 
have  time  to  c6nsider  the  matter. 

Mr.  PIRANI  might  point  out  that  the 
Premier's  evident  intention  in  referring  the 
Bill  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  was 
to  get  the  support  of  the  members  of  the  Upper 
House  on  that  Committee  to  the  Bill  when  it 
was  before  the  other  Chamber.  That  was  of 
no  use  at  all,  because  the  members  of  the 
other  Chamber  had  no  right  to  alter  the  Bill ; 
they  could  only  reject  it  or  accept  it,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  gained  nothing  at  all 
by  sending  it  to  the  Joint  Committee.  He 
thought  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee 
were  not  very  anxious  to  have  the  Bill  be- 
fore them,  but  certainly  something  ought  to 
be  done  in  a  definite  way  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  Premier  ought  to  give 
them  a  reason  for  delaying  this  Bill  until 
Tuesday.  There  was  no  reason  why  the  Bill 
should  not  at  once  be  sent  to  the  House  branch 
of  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  could  not  see 
what  objection  there  was  to  the  proposal  of  the 
honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  but  he  could 
see  great  objection  to  delaying  the  inquiry  into 
this  Bill.  There  was  not  the  slightest  desire 
on  the  part  of  that  side  of  the  House  to 
arrogate  to  themselves  the  power  which  be- 
longed to  the  Premier.  All  they  wanted  was 
to  push  the  business  on.    The  Standing  Orders 
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were  perfeotly  clear  as  to  the  method  of 
procedure,  and  he  might  say  that  he  him- 
self had  seen  many  instances  of  the  House 
branch  of  a  Joint  Committee  sitting  and  de- 
liberating by  itself  on  yarions  points.  Why 
should  they  not  do  so  in  this  instance  ?  The 
Bill  was  now  hung  up,  and  they  could  not  get 
it  into  Committee  of  the  whole  House  until 
they  had  a  report  on  it  from  some  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House.  Why  should  not  they  get 
that  report  at  once  ?  All  the  Premier  had  to 
-do  was  to  name  his  Committee,  and  probably 
the  Premier  would  have  the  power  to  cany  out 
his  own  wishes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  all  he  wished  was  to  wait 
until  Tuesday,  so  that  he  might  decide  what  to 
do. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  if  they  waited  until 
Tuesday  that  would  postpone,  probably,  the  re- 
port from  this  Committee  until  the  end  of  next 
week.  There  would  be  a  considerable  number 
of  members  absent  next  week,  and  by  sending 
this  Bill  at  once  to  a  Committee  and  proceed- 
ing with  it  honourable  members  would  learn 
that  they  could  not  leave  their  duties,  and,  as  the 
Bill  was  such  an  important  one,  that  they  must 
attend  to  it.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Premier  to 
push  on  the  business,  and  not  delay  it  by  hold- 
ing over  such  questions  as  these,  and  he  did 
say  that  in  the  interests  of  forwarding  the 
business  of  the  House  this  Bill  should  be  sent 
•to  a  Committee  that  afternoon.  The  names  of 
the  members  of  the  Committee  had  been  in  the 
Premier's  mind  for  the  past  six  weeks,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  know  who  they 
were  and  their  political  views,  and  how  they 
were  likely  to  consider  the  qu|stion.  He  saw 
no  possible  reason  against  the  reference  to  a 
•Committee,  and  a  great  many  reasons  in 
favour  of  it. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  he  would  like  to  point  out 
to  the  House  there  was  a  possibility  of  landing 
themselves  in  an  unexpected  difficulty.  If  this 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere  was  negatived,  then  it  would  not  be 
possible  on  Tuesday  to  refer  this  Bill  to  the 
•Statutes  Revision  Committee,  consisting  solely 
of  members  of  this  House.  He  would  ask 
Mr.  Speaker,  Was  not  that  the  case  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  FRASER  said,  therefore  the  House  ran 
the  risk,  if  it  took  a  division  on  this  amend- 
ment to-day,  of  the  power  to  send  the  Bill  to 
that  Committee  being  taken  from  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— All  the  more 
reason  why  the  House  should  carry  it. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  he  merely  wished  to  point 
out  the  danger,  and  he  was  very  much  afraid, 
from  the  expression  of  opinion  that  fell  from  the 
Premier,  that  they  would  see,  as  they  had  seen 
in  the  past,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  force  the  thing  through,  and  thus  the 
amendment  would  be  lost.  He  thought  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  was  the  one  before 
which  the  Bill  should  go.  Therefore  to  prevent 
the  House  from  being  debarred  on  Tuesday 
from  so  deciding,  he  would,  if  he  was  in  order, 
move.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  until 
Tuesday  next.  That  would  prevent  the  House 
Captain  Bust$U 


from  getting  itself  unexpectedly  Into  a  position 
which  it  did  not  desire  to  occupy. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  the  honourable 
member,  having  spoken  on  the  motion,  was 
debarred  from  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  FRASER  said,  then  he  would  eoggeift 
that  some  other  honourable  member  should  do 
so. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  would  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  until  Tuesday,  to 
get  the  honourable  gentleman  out  of  the  diifi- 
culty. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  Thit 
the  debate  be  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next." 


Atbs,  24. 

Bollard 

Lewis 

Russell 

Brown 

McGuire 

Sligo 

Carson 

Mackenzie,  M 

.  Thomson,  J.  W 

Crowther 

McLean 

Wason 

Heke 

Massey 

Wright. 

Herries 

Monk 

TelUn. 

Hunter 

Moore 

Fraser 

Hutchison,  G. 

RoUeston 

Richardson. 

Lang 

Nobs,  40. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Kaihau 

Pere 

Cadman 

Kelly 

Pirs.ni 

Camoross 

Larnflbch 

Seddon 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Smith 

Duncan 

McKensie,  J. 

Steward 

Fisher 

McKenzie,  R. 

Tanner 

Flatman 

Meredith 

Taylor 

Gilfedder 

Millar 

Thompson,  B. 

Guinness 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Hogg 

Montgomery 

Wilson. 

Holland 

Morrison 

Houston 

O'Meaia 

TelUn, 

Hutcheson,  J. 

O'Regan 

Graham 

Joyde 

Parata 

Lawry. 

Paibs. 

Far 

Againtt. 

Allen,  J 

Field 

Buchanan                   Stevens 

Lethbridge.                 Symes. 

Majority  against,  16. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  hardly  knew  what 
position  they  were  in  now  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  If  he  was  in  order  he  would  move, 
That  the  question  be  not  now  moved.  The 
Premier  was  anxious  that  this  matter  should 
not  be  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next,  aod 
when  the  motion  was  moved  in  that  direotioo 
the  honourable  gentleman  used  his  force 
against  it.  Should  the  motion  lo  refer  thii 
Bill  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  be 
negatived,  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  wooM 
not  be  able  to  revise  the  matter  on  Tuesdij 
next,  and  it  did  appear  to  him  there  Wi 
another  Committee  to  which  this  Bill  might 
properly  be  sent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  said  it  was  either  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  or  a  special  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  they  knew  from  past  ex- 
perience that  it  took  a  considerable  time  to  est 
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up  these  Committees,  and  perhaps  there  would 
be  a  difficalty  in  setting  ap  the  Publio  Accoants 
Committee.  That  Committee  had  not  been  set 
up  yet,  and  it  might  be  very  unfortunate  in  a 
matter  of  such  importance  not  to  have  a  proper 
Committee  to  send  it  to  at  this  stage  of  the 
sewion.  The  Premier  had  intimated  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  set  up  some  of  the  Com- 
mittees that  night.  They  would  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  facilitate  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
adopting  that  course,  although  no  doubt  there 
would  be  some  objection  to  the  setting-np  of 
the  Publio  Accounts  Committee.  As  suggested 
by  the  Premier,  if  it  should  happen  that  that 
Ciommittee  was  not  set  up,  and  also  if  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere  were  negatived,  there  would  be  no 
properly- constituted  Committee  which  would 
be  a  suitable  one  for  such  a  Bill  to  be  referred 
to,  and  he  was  afraid  they  would  be  in  troubled 
water  again. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  before  taking 
a  division  on  this  question  he  would  like  to  point 
out  the  position  into  which  the  House  had 
brought  itself.  The  Premier,  a  few  minutes 
ago,  had  intimated  that  he  was  desirous  of 
having  time  to  consider  between  now  and 
Tuesday  next  whether  this  Bill  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee  of 
this  House  or  to  the  Public  Accounts  Commit- 
tee. The  Premier  had  now  apparentlv  changed 
his  tone.  He  now  says  the  question  he  has  to 
consider  will  be  whether  the  Bill  should  be 
referred  to  the  Publio  Accounts  Committee  or 
to  a  special  Committee  to  be  set  up,  indicating 
that  it  is  not  now  his  intention  or  wish  to  send 
it  to  the  Statutes  Bevision  Committee ;  and 
that  would  be  the  position  if  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere  were 
lost.  Surely  the  Premier  did  not  want  to  shut 
the  door  upon  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee. 
If  he  did  not  he  should  accept  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi,  and  so 
allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  until  Tuesday 
without  prejudice  to  anything  that  had  oc- 
curred this  afternoon. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  wanted  to  go  on  with 
the  business  of  the  House.  He  wanted  to  go 
on  with  the  questions  that  had  been  so  long 
on  the  Order  Paper,  and  all  he  asked  was — 
and  he  used  the  words  after  carefully  think- 
ing over  the  matter — to  be  allowed  to  set  up 
the  other  Committee.  He  did  ilot  say  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  he  said  "the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee "  or  "  another 
Committee."  He  would  not  have  words  put 
into  his  mouth.  What  he  had  in  his  mmd 
WBB  the  appointment  of  a  special  Select  Com- 
mittee. The  Public  Accounts  Committee  had 
got  business  to  do  which,  if  not  done  before 
next  Wednesday,  would  delay  the  local  Bills 
for  Thursday.  The  next  question  was  really 
as  between  this  and  the  Select  Committee. 
JNow,  this  was  the  main  Bill  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  and  he  was  in  charge  of  it.  But,  while 
he  was  on  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  he 
was  not  on  the  Statutes  Bevision  Committee. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Thompson  was  the  Minister  on 
this  latter  Committee.    He  said  that,  in  respect 


'  of  any  Committee  which  had  to  deal  with  thia 
Bill,  the  Minister,  having  the  mind  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Taxes— that  was  to  say,  the  Minis- 
ter in  charge  of  the  most  important  Bill  of  the 
session— ought  to  be  upon  it.  Now,  as  he  said, 
he  was  not  on  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee 
at  all.  That  being  the  case,  his  request  was  a 
reasonable  one,  and  he  intended  to  give  notice 
later  on  to  set  up  a  special  Committee.  It  was 
not  a  new  idea,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  no  right  to  say  that ;  and  honourable  mem- 
bers sitting  around  him  (Mr.  Seddon)  under- 
stood what  he  had  clearly  put  to  the  House. 
They  had  no  right  to  say  he  was  misleading  the 
House.  It  would  be  either  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  or  the  special  Committee  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  to  the  House,  and  he  would 
on  that  Committee  put  a  proportional  repre- 
sentation of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  that  it  was  only  a 
few  minutes  ago  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  asking  one  of  his  colleagues  to  move 
the  adjournment  in  order  that  he  might  have 
time  to  find  a  way  out  of  his  present  difficulty. 
No  sooner,  however,  was  the  adjournment 
moved  by  a  member  of  the  Opposition  than 
the  Hon.  the  Premier  mustered  his  forces  and 
defeated  the  object  which  he  himself  desired. 
The  honourable  gentleman  did  not  appear  to 
know  what  he  wanted. 

Amendment,  "  That  the  question  be  not  now 
put,"  negatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  restored  to  the  Order  Paper." 
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BILL  BEADBR. 

Q  _         Mr.  SEDDON  said,  when  the  Houae 

^'^'  WM  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  the 
other  evening,  he  had  stated  that  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  take  into  consideration  the  ques- 
tion o!  appointing  a  Bill  Reader.  He  might 
say  the  Government  had  had  the  matter  under 
consideration,  but  they  had  not  yet  come  to 
any  final  decision.  He  wished  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  health  of  the  officers  who  were  absent, 
and  bring  the  matter  up  for  final  decision  by 
the  Government  between  this  and  the  following 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  the  Premier  had 
been  in  conference  with  Mr.  Speaker  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  not  conferred 
with  Mr.  Speaker  as  yet. 

PARLIAMENTARY  OPPIOERS. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Minister  had 
made  a  statement  just  now,  and  he  begged  to 
w^,  without  notice,  when  the  Premier  was 
going  to  give  the  House  the  opportunity  he 
promised  of  considering  the  question  of  ap- 
pointments of  officers  of  that  House.  The 
statement  the  Premier  had  made  would  seem  to 
indicate  that,  notwithstanding  that  promise,  he 
proposed  to  proceed  on  the  old  understanding 
before  the  House  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
declaring  itself  as  he  promised. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
had  better  give  notice  of  motion. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  was  a  question 
affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  there 
could  be  no  ground  whatever  for  not  giving  an 
answer  to  a  question  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  if  he  could  ask  a  ques- 
tion without  notice. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  rule  always  was  to 
allow  questions  of  which  notice  had  been  given 
to  have  precedence. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Even  where  they  were 
questions  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Affecting  the  business  of 
the  House.  The  Premier  hsid  told  the  honour- 
able member  to  give  notice  of  his  question. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  was  quite  aware 
the  Premier  had  said,  **  Put  it  on  the  Paper,*' 
but  he  thought  he  was  justified  in  pressing 
upon  the  Premier  for  an  answer.  That  House 
had  a  right  to  be  satisfied  as  to  what  was  going 
to  take  place  on  a  matter  affecting  its  own 
privileges. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  the  honourable  member 
having  replied,  the  House  would  proceed  to 
the  business  on  the  Paper. 

NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAIL- 
WAY. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, Whether  he  will  arrange  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  working-surveys  of  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  during  the  present 
summer,  so  that  the  ultimate  cost  may  be 
computed  upon  reliable  data  ?  He  found  that 
of  this  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  there 
were  about  a  hundred  and  thirty  mUes  to  be 
made,  and  in  respect  of  one-half  of  that  dis- 


tance the  working-surveys  were  not  oomplefead. 
Now,  during  the  ooming  summer  thaft  wock 
might  be  completed  by  the  appointment  of  two 
gangs  of  surveyors  instead  of  one.  No  donbt  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  House  that  this 
survey  should  be  completed,  so  that  when  the 
discussion  came  on  with  referenoe  to  the 
borrowing  of  money  for  the  oomfdetion  of  Uiis 
railway  the  House  might  know  the  fall  amoont 
of  liability  to  be  incurred. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  a  map  in  his 
hand  showing  the  central  and  Taranaki  routes 
of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway— the 
portion  of  land  which  had  been  opened  for 
traffic  and  the  portion  to  be  surveyed — the 
portion  which  had  been  surveyed  and  the  part 
which  remained  to  be  surveyed.  He  might  say 
the  latter  was  nearly  seventy  miles  fn  length. 
It  was  quite  impossible  for  one  survey  party  to 
complete  such  a  length  during  the  ooming 
summer.  The  work  requiring  to  be  finished 
in  that  period  would  require  three  eorvey 
parties  to  be  employed  upon  it ;  but  what  was 
of  more  consequence  than  the  survey  was  the 
question  of  finance,  and  when  the  Qovemment 
came  down  with  the  proposals  that  would  be 
contained  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  they 
would  indicate  whether  there  was  a  necessity 
for  increasing  the  survey  staff. 

SPECIAL  RATING-AREAS. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
it  is  proposed  to  make  any  provision  for  pre- 
venting loss  or  injustice  to  ratepayers  withm 
special  rating -areas  in  oases  where  land  is 
brought  under  the  exemption  clause  of  the 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  by 
being  disposed  of  to  the  Crown  or  Choroh 
authorities,  or  in  the  case  of  leasehold  lands 
that  are  forfeited  or  surrendered  ?  Within  the 
last  few  months  three  properties  in  his  district 
which  were  included  in  areas  under  the  Ghovem- 
ment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  had  been 
purchased  on  behalf  of  the  Government  and 
certain  Church  authorities,  and  he  believed 
that  under  the  existing  law  they  would  be 
exempted  in  future  from  local  rating.  One  of 
these  properties  consisted  of  a  site  purchased 
by  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  another 
had  been  purchased  by  a  Roman  Catholic  com- 
mittee, and  a  third  had  been  purchased  by  the 
Stock  Department  as  a  site  for  the  residence  of 
the  District  Inspector.  The  complaint  was  thai 
it  was  very  unfair  that  the  special  ratepayers 
who  remained  should  have  any  additional  bur- 
den thrown  on  them  by  the  disposal  of  any 
portion  of  the  property  which  was  originally 
pledged  for  these  loans.  Under  the  exemptian 
clause  of  the  Act  there  was  no  doubt  these 
properties  would  be  relieved  from  local  rating, 
and  it  followed  that  the  ratepayers  who  re- 
mained would  have  additional  burdens  oaat 
upon  them.  Then,  with  regard  to  land  leased 
from  the  Crown,  the  occupiers  of  whioh  had 
authorised  the  ^sing  of  loans  and  had  pledged 
the  land  as  security,  in  the  event  of  theee  pro- 

Sarties  being  surrendered  or  forfeited   to  the 
rown  the  local  body  lost  the  rates  owing  at 
the  time  of  surrender,  and  could  not  oolleei 
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any  more  speoial  rates  on  the  property  until  it 
was  taken  up  again.  It  followed  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  loss  was  likely  to  happen 
to  local  governing  bodies  unless  provision  was 
made  for  the  payment  of  special  rates. 

Mr.  J.  McRENZIE  was  not  aware  until  he 
heard  the  arguments  used  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  that  there  was  any 
hardship  being  inflicted  on  any  local  body 
through  the  Government  not  being  responsible 
for  rates.  He  thought  there  was  another  side 
to  this  question,  and  it  was  this:  that  if  the 
Government  bought  a  piece  of  land  for  a  post- 
office  or  Courthouse,  or  any  other  necessary 
building  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  in 
that  district,  surely  that  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  have  immediately  to  pay  rates. 
If  they  had,  that  would  be  a  departure  from 
what  they  had  done  in  the  past.  The  colony 
not  only  provided  those  building-sites,  hue  they 
offered  a  subsidy  on  the  rates  collected  towards 
the  requirements  of  the  local  body ;  and  surely 
that  ought  to  be  sufficient  without  the  colony 
being  bled  in  this  direction  by  the  local  rate- 
payers. He  thought  the  honourable  member 
was  on  the  wrong  track  this  time. 

ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS  ACT. 

Mr.  MONTQOMEBY  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If  section  53  of  the  Government 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has  been  complied 
with ;  and,  if  so,  why  does  not  the  Government 
Advances  to  Settlers  Assurance  Fund  Account 
appear  among  the  other  accounts  in  the 
Mklance-ftheet  of  the  Public  Trust  Office  for 
the  year  ending  the  Slst  March,  1897?  He 
saw  in  the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act,  clause  58,  an  Assurance  Fund  was  esta- 
blished. The  clause  provided  that  one- tenth 
of  all  moneys  received  in  respect  of  interest  on 
investments  under  this  Act  shall,  as  and  when 
paid  into  the  Management  Account,  be  thence 
transferred  and  paid  over  to  the  Public  Trustee 
as  an  Assurance  Fund.  On  looking  through  the 
Public  Trust  Office  Account  of  last  year  he 
found  the  sum  of  £329  68.  3d.  in  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Assurance  Fund  Account,  but  on 
looking  into  the  accounts  this  year  he  did  not 
see  the  account.  There  might  be  a  reason 
for  this,  and,  if  so,  he  should  like  to  hear  the 
reason. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  matter  had  been 
under  consideration,  and  a  suggestion  had 
been  made  that  section  53  should  remain  in 
abeyance  pending  legislation,  or  until  the  in- 
debtedness to  the  Consolidated  Fund  was  wiped 
out.    That  was  the  position  practically. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  law  has  not  been 
complied  with,  as  a  matter  of  fact.    Is  that  so  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  not  in  the  ques- 
tion. He  certainly  did  not  set  himself  up  as 
being  a  legal  luminary,  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  there  had  been  the  slightest 
▼iolation  of  the  law. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BE  VENUE. 
Mr.   G.  HUTCHISON    asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  If    he   will    indicate    the    sources 
from  which  the  revenue  under  the  head  "  Mis- 


oellaneous,  £41,301,'*  was  derived  during  the 
quarter  ended  the  80th  June,  1897  ?  He  asked 
the  question  because  the  amount  appearing  in 
last  quarter's  returns  was  in  excess  of  that 
appearing  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year.  He  hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would 
indicate  the  sources  of  this  revenue. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  information  asked 
for  in  this  question  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
return.  He  had  no  objection  to  showing  it 
to  the  honourable  member,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  was  right  to  give  any  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind ;  otherwise  other  questions 
might  probably  be  asked  of  a  similar  nature. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  thought  it  was  a  proper 
question  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  member 
asked  for  it  as  a  return  it  would  be  given. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  would  put  it 
on  the  Order  Paper  as  a  return. 

HOKITIKA-GREYMOUTH    SUPREME 
COURT  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  he  has  received  from  the  West- 
land  District  Law  Society  a  recommendation 
that  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  be  held 
three  times  a  year  in  the  Westland  Judicial 
District  instead  of  twice  a  year ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  take  into  his  favourable  consideration 
the  advisability  of  holding  such  sittings  alter- 
nately at  Hokitika  and  Greymouth  ? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  that  no  recom- 
mendation had  been  received  from  the  West- 
land  District  Law  Society  on  the  subject. 

EDUCATION  AND  OTHER  RESERVES 
LEASEHOLDERS. . 

Mr.  McGUIRE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  introduce  this  session  legislation 
with  the  object  of  placing  leaseholders  of 
education  and  other  reserves  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  leaseholders  of  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  the  honourable 
member  was  not  very  clear  in  this  question 
again.  It  had  been  put  the  other  day  in  a 
different  form,  and  no  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  thought  he  had  now  stated  it  ail 
right ;  but  still  there  were  two  meanings  to  be 
tidcen  out  of  the  question.  Whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  meant  the  leaseholders  of  edu- 
cation reserves  only  or  included  other  reserves 
he  did  not  know,  but  if  the  latter  were  included, 
then  it  opened  a  very  wide  door  regarding  the 
question  generally.  With  regard  to  placing 
the  leaseholders  of  education  reserves  in  the 
same  position  as  other  leasehold  tenants  of  the 
colony,  the  honourable  member  must  be  aware 
that  on  two  different  occasions  he  had  tried  to 
pass  such  an  Act  through  that  House,  but  on 
each  occasion  he  had  to  give  up  the  attempt  to 
do  so.  He  was  afraid  that,  seeing  he  had 
promised  honourable  members  they  should  get 
home  to  their  Christmas  dinner,  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  pass  such  legislation  this  session. 

OFFICERS'  LIGHT  UNIFORMS. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  consider  the  expediency  of  allowing  public 
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servants,  such  as  letter-carriers,  railway 
porters,  oonstables,  and  other  officers  to  wear 
light  uniform  daring  the  warm  season  ?  This 
question  referred  to  the  uniform  worn  by  cer- 
tain public  servants.  It  might  seem  an  unim- 
portant question,  but  he  could  assure  the 
Minister  it  was  a  matter  that  demanded  a  good 
deal  of  consideration.  They  knew  that  "  sweat- 
ing" generally  was  deprecated,  and,  if  bo, 
public  servants  should  not  be  "  sweated "  by 
being  converted,  in  the  case  of  those  who  had 
to  do  duty  in  the  streets  during  the  hot  season, 
into  animated  Turkish  baths.  It  might  not 
be  necessary,  however,  in  order  to  bring  about 
a  remedy,  to  **  sweat  *'  the  taxpayer.  If  these 
officers  chose  to  provide  themselves  with  light 
clothing  during  the  hot  season  of  the  year  it 
was  only  reasonable  to  allow  them  to  do  so. 
It  was  an  act  of  torture  both  to  constables  and 
letter-carriers,  who  had  to  do  duty  in  the  open 
air,  to  compel  them  to  wear  the  same  heavy 
uniform  in  summer  that  they  required  to  wear 
in  winter. 

Mr.  G  ADM  AN  said  this  question  referred  to 
the  Postal  and  the  Railway  Departments.  As 
far  as  the  Railway  Department  was  concerned, 
he  might  say  that  two  classes  of  cloth  were 
used,  the  lighter  material  being  provided  for 
those  residing  in  the  North  Island  for  summer 
wear;  and,  in  addition,  white  cap-covers,  as 
required,  were  provided  in  the  Auckland  Dis- 
trict. With  respect  to  the  Postal  Department, 
the  information  he  had  was  this :  The  letter- 
carriers  in  the  northern  part  of  the  colony  were 
the  only  ones  who  had  made  any  complaints 
about  the  weight  of  their  uniforms,  and  for 
some  years  past  they  had  been  supplied  with 
garments  of.  a  very  light  material  for  the 
summer  season.  In  addition  to  this,  light 
helmets  of  the  best  quality  were  furnished  to 
every  letter-carrier  in  the  colony  for  summer 
wear.  No  complaints  had  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  uniforms  worn  in  Wellington  or 
the  South  Island,  although  suggestions  were 
specially  invited  before  the  last  contract  for 
uniforms  was  entered  into. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  the  complaints  had  been 
made  to  himself. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  that  in  his  opinion  the 
complaints  should  come  to  the  department, 
and  not  to  people  outside. 

PERMANGANATE  PROGBSS. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  Whether  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  called  to  what  has  been  going 
on  with  regard  to  the  Etard  or  permanganate 
process,  as  lectured  upon  by  Dr.  Black  in  Dun- 
edin  on  the  23rd  ultimo ;  and,  if  so,  whether  they 
intend  to  purchase  the  patent  ?  He  put  the 
question  because  since  the  Bill  referring  to  the 
cyanide  process  was  brought  down  it  had  come  to 
his  knowledge,  and,  no  doubt,  to  the  knowledge 
of  other  members,  that  there  were  other  pro- 
cesses of  equal  importance  for  gold-mining  pur- 
poses, and  in  the  Otago  Daily  Times  of  the  24th 
ultimo  there  was  a  report  of  a  meeting  at  which 
Dr.  Black,  who  was  well  known  as  a  professor 
of  chemistry,  made  a  statement  with  regard  to 
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this  permangflmate  or  Etard  process.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  know,  not  being  an  expert,  what 
were  the  relative  values  of  these  processes,  or 
as  to  how  they  were  applied  to  different  ores ; 
but  it  seemed  to  him  from  the  reports  he  had 
received  that  the  question  of  whether  the 
House  was  justified  in  buying  the  cyanide 
patent  depended  very  much  upon  whether 
there  were  not  other  processes  which  migbt 
prove  of  equal  value. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  the  attention  of  the 
Mines  Depai^tment  had  not  been  drawn  to  this 
process  in  any  shape  or  form,  and  until  the 
honourable  member  had  placed  the  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  he  had  heard  nothing  of  it.  Of 
course,  there  were  several  processes  being  used 
already,  and  persons  were  also  taJdng  oat 
patents  for  the  treatment  of  refractory  ores  at 
the  present  time.  As  far  as  mining  was  con- 
cerned generally,  he  had  mentioned  the  other 
day  that  he  proposed  to  bring  all  these  matten 
before  the  Goldfields  Gommittee.  Since  Uie 
cyanide  purchase  had  been  under  considera- 
tion he  had  received  information  on  two  or 
three  subjects  bearing  on  the  same  question ; 
and  when  the  Goldfields  and  Mines  Commit- 
tee was  set  up  they  would  be  able  to  go  fully 
into  all  these  matters,  and  he  should  then  be 
glad  if  the  honourable  gentleman  could  give 
the  Gommittee  information  on  the  question,  or 
give  it  to  him  and  he  would  lay  it  before  the 
Gommittee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  the  Ministv 
would  lay  on  the  table  the  correspondence  re- 
ferring to  the  cyanide  purchase. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  he  was  disposed  to  lay 
the  whole  matter  before  the  Gommittee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked,  why  not  before  the 
House  also  ? 

Mr.  GADMAN  thought  the  Committee  waa 
the  proper  place  in  the  first  case. 

CONSOLS. 

.  Q  Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Govecn- 
ment,  What  has  been  done  with  the 
£150,000,  proceeds  of  Consols,  which  was  de- 
posited by  the  Government  with  the  Colonial 
Bank  some  two  years  since  ?  Some  two  years 
ago  the  Grovernment  sold  to  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  poonds' 
worth  of  Consols,  and  placed  the  money  with 
the  Colonial  Bank  on  somewhat  extraordinary 
terms. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  debatoble. 

Mr.  RIGHARDSON  said  he  was  going  to 
state  facts.  It  was  given  on  these  terms — 
namely,  in  six  sums  of  £25,000,  payable  at  six, 
nine,  twelve,  fifteen,  and  eighteen  months — 
much  more  like  a  commercial  transaction  than 
a  Gk>vemment  one.  At  any  rate,  such  was  the 
arrangement,  and  it  must  be  assumed  that 
these  several  promissory  notes  were  duly  met 
as  they  matured  down  to  the  last  bill,  which 
became  due  about  two  months  ago.  Without 
going  into  what  might  be  debatable  matter,  as 
to  how  advancing  large  sums  to  large  institu- 
tions was  encouraging  thrift  in  the  colony— the 
Bill  was  advocated  as  being  simply  an  aoxiliaxy 
to  the  Post -Office  Savings  •Bank,  while  one 
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aige  sam  had  been  advanced  to  the  A.M.P. 
Sooiety  and  another  to  the  bank  —  seeing 
that  these  were  pablic  moneys,  and  that  they 
w«n  to  be  invested  in  approyed  securities,  he 
would  like  to  know  in  what  position  was  this 
£150,000  derived  from  New  Zealand  Oonsols, 
for  ttie  financial  papers  before  the  House  did 
not  disclose  what  had  been  done  with  the 
money. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  whole  of  the  £150,000 
had  been  repaid,  and  the  money  invested  in 
Oovemment  securities. 

NGAHERE-BLAOKBALL  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  the  Government  will  esta- 
blish telegraphic  communication  between  Nga- 
here  and  Blackball  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  establish  this  line  if  the  residents  would 
pay  a  lump-sum  of  £20,  or  the  County  Oouncil 
would  guarantee  to  pay  £5  a  year  for  five  years. 
In  either  case,  if  the  revenue  exceeded  the  de- 
partmental estimate  a  refund  would  be  made. 
Be  believed  it  would  pay ;  but  there  were  many 
other  localities  in  exactly  the  same  position, 
and  if  it  was  granted  to  one  it  was  no  use 
asking  guarantees  from  others.  He  would  ask 
the  department  for  a  report  as  to  what  the  pro- 
babilities were. 

GREYMOUTH-BLAOKBALL  DAILY  MAIL- 
SERVICE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  the  Government  will  esta- 
blish a  daily  mail-service  between  Greymouth 
and  Blackball? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  inquiries  were  being 
made.  The  service  was  increased  to  twice 
weekly  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  If  it  was 
found  as  the  result  of  inquiry  that  there  had 
been  any  considerable  increase  since,  the  re- 
quest would  be  favourably  considered. 

WORTHINGTON. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  If  the  Go- 
vernment vnll  terminate  Worthington's  Sunday 
pantomimics  in  Christchurch  by  promoting 
legislation  to  empower  the  City  Council  to  can- 
cel, or  hold  in  abeyance  for  at  least  twelve 
months,  the  license  of  any  hall  of  entertain- 
ment upon  petition  of  a  given  number  of  citi- 
zens that  the  platform  exhibitions  of  such  a 
character  as  Worthington  are  distasteful  to 
them  and  against  peace  and  good  order?  He 
would  remind  the  Premier  that  it  was  three 
weeks  since  the  question  had  appeared  on  the 
Order  Paper,  and  at  that  time  the  newspapers 
of  the  colony  informed  the  public  of  the  dis- 
,  graceful  proceedings  that  recently  thereto  took 
place  in  Christchurch  on  Sunday  evenings. 
He  thought  the  Government  should  take  some 
action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  deeply  regretted  what  had 
taken  place  in  Christchurch,  but  they  had  no 
legislation  that  he  knew  of  which  would  pre- 
vent Worthington  coming  to  ^he  colony.  He 
had  left  the  colony  some  time  ago,  and  the 
colony  bad  not  suffered  from  his  absence. 
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An  Hon.  Membsb. — Classify  him  as  an  un- 
desirable immigrant. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  no  legislation 
on  that  point,  the  Bill  not  having  passed.  He 
thought  it  was  a  matter  which  diould  be  left 
to  the  community ;  and  if  he  prospered  there 
the  responsibility  rested  on  their  shoulders,  not 
on  the  Government. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  FOR 
ACCIDENTS. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  asked  the  Premier,— 
(1)  If  he  has  seen  a  copy  of  a  Bill  recently 
passed  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  intituled 
*'  The  Workmen's  Compensation  for  Accidents 
Act,"  and,  if  so,  is  he  aware  of  the  provisions 
therein  contained  ;  (2)  will  he,  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Parliament,  introduce  a  Bill  on 
similar  lines  ;  and  (8)  if  not,  will  he,  before  the 
session  closes,  afford  this  House  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  matter  ?  His  reason  for  put- 
ting the  question  was  so  obvious  as  not  to 
require  him  to  say  anything  further  than  to 
point  out  to  the  Premier  that  the  non-existence 
of  this  Act  on  the  statute-book  made  us  behind 
the  Older  World. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  no  one  was  more  pleased 
than  himself  to  see  the  passing  of  the  Act  re- 
ferred to,  and  he  thought  they  could  to  advan> 
tage  place  similar  legislation  on  their  statute- 
book.  The  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  House 
this  session  would  not  allow  the  Government 
to  deal  with  it,  and  the  altered  circumstances 
in  this  colony  would  also  require  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  introducing  the  legisla- 
tion referred  to.  He  hoped,  however,  they 
would  in  this  colony  have  the  same  laws  in 
force,  which,  in  effect,  meant  this:  that  any 
industry  in  which  men  were  engaged  where 
there  was  loss  of  life  or  men  were  maimed — 
that  particular  industry  should  be  responsible, 
and  they  should  not,  as  had  ofttimes  heen  the 
case,  place  these  men  on  the  ratepayers,  or 
degrade  them  by  putting  them  on  charitable 
aid.  Some  change  should  be  made,  and 
similar  legislation  should  be  in  force  in  New 
Zealand. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  Will  the 
Government,  during  the  recess,  appoint  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  organization, 
classification,  and  management  of  the  indus- 
trial schools  of  the  colony ;  and  also  to  inquire 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  or  otherwise  of 
establishing  a  naval  training-school  or  training- 
ship  for  the  colony  ;  and  to  what  extent  inmatea 
of  industrial  schools  who  are  free  from  moral 
taint  can  be  more  beneficially  educated  in  a 
naval  school  than  in  existing  industrial  schools  ? 
There  was  no  doubt  some  alteration  would 
have  to  be  made  in  the  management  of  our 
industrial  schools.  Complaints  were  made — 
he  would  not  say  weekly,  but  frequently— of  the 
way  in  which  the  schools  were  being  managed, 
and  the  whole  organization  required  to  be 
changed  as  well  as  the  classification.  Children, 
whose  only  crime  was  in  being  orphans,  were  at 
present  put  together  with  criminals,  and  the  one 
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class  oontaminaied  the  other.  The  whole  sys- 
tem should  be  looked  into,  and  that  oould  only  be 
done  by  Boyal  Commission.  At  any  rate,  some 
action  should  be  taken  by  the  Government,  and 
he  hoped  the  Premier  would  give  saoh  an 
answer  that  a  change  in  the  management  of 
the  institutions  might  be  expected. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  necessity  for  a  BoyaJ  Commission, 
but  he  did  think  there  should  be  a  classifica- 
tion. He  considered  that  in  this  colony  we 
ought  to  have  national  orphanages  to  which 
the  children  of  respectable  people  could  be 
sent,  so  that  they  should  not  have  to  mix 
with  the  waifs  that  were  committed  to  the 
schools,  who,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  were  likely 
to  taint  the  others.  The  matter  was  one  de- 
serving the  best  attention  of  Parliament,  and 
possibly  something  in  respect  to  this  question 
might  be  done  before  the  session  ended. 

AUCKLAND  POLICE-STATION. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, What  steps,  if  any,  the  department  is 
taking  towards  providing  a  police-station  at 
Auckland  ?  The  reason  he  asked  the  question 
was  that  the  police- barracks  where  the  police- 
men now  stay  was  a  very  old  building  indeed, 
and  its  insanitary  state  was  such  that  it  was 
about  the  worst  place  in  Auckland  for  the  pur- 
pose now  used.  It  was  a  building  that  had 
been  used  during  the  war>-in  fact,  it  was  built 
in  the  early  days  of  the  colony— over  fifty  years 
ago— and  was  infested  with  vermin.  It  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  Police  Department  that  the 
men  should  have  to  live  in  such  a  place. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  fully  recognised 
the  absolute  necessity  there  was  for  taking 
steps  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  might  say  that  last  year 
provision  was  made  on  the  estimates  to  start 
a  new  building  at  Auckland,  but  there  was 
some  delay  in  connection  with  proposed  ex- 
change of  sites  between  the  Council  and  the 
Government,  and  they  were  in  consequence 
prevented  from  commencing  the  building ;  that 
project  had  fallen  through.  Steps,  however, 
would  be  taken  to  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  absolute  re- 
quirements in  connection  with  the  station 
referred  to. 

SALT  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  will  admit  duty-free  all  salt  to  be  used  for 
agricultural  purposes  ?  When  he  put  a  similar 
question  to  the  Government  last  session  the 
Premier  expressed  himself  as  favourable  to  it, 
subject  to  the  arrangements  of  a  reciprocal 
treaty  with  South  Australia.  Now,  he  was 
satisfied  that  a  little  consideration  would  show 
him  that  it  would  be  sound  political  economy 
to  dispense  with  that  provision  and  make  the 
concession  at  once.  This  duty  on  salt  of 
lOs.  per  ton  amounted  to  40  per  cent,  on  the 
soet  of  the  raw  material  at  any  New  Zea- 
land port.  The  total  revenue  on  the  importa- 
tion of  salt  that  would  be  lost  was  no  more 
than  £1,424.  The  quantity  of  coarse  salt 
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imported  from  Adelaide  was  about 
tons,  and  the  duty  on  that  would  be  £1,4SI. 
By  making  this  oonoession  the  use  of  this 
class  of  salt  would  be  vastly  increased,  and 
the  additional  revenue  on  the  railways  from  the 
carriage  of  this  article  alone  would  compemata 
for  the  loss  of  the  Customs  revenue.  This  clan 
of  salt  was  largely  required  by  the  farmers  of 
the  colony  for  their  stock  and  for  salting  fod- 
der, and  for  various  purposes.  Book-salt  wu 
already  imported  duty- free,  but  it  was  not 
available  in  the  same  manner  as  coarse  Ade- 
laide salt  would  be,  and  only  a  very  limited 
quantity  of  it  was  imported— only  465  toni 
were  imported  in  1896  altogether.  He  f^k  ran 
that  if  the  Premier  considered  the  matter  h« 
would  see  that  the  additional  revenue  ariiiDg  l 
not  only  from  the  carriage  of  the  additionsl  ! 
quantity  of  salt  over  the  railways,  but  the 
carriage  of  the  larger  quantity  of  produce,  j 
would  bring  in  such  a  return  that  it  would  be 
sound  political  economy  to  make  this  small 
concsssion. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  might  say,  in 
reply  to  the  honourable  member,  that  the 
latter  had  received  careful  consideration  at  , 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  They  had  been 
rather  inclined  to  do  what  the  honouiaUe 
gentleman  wanted,  but  they  found  that  there 
were  such  difficulties  in  the  way  that  they  were 
forced  to  desist.  They  found  that  if  the  ult 
was  admitted  free  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  question,  they  would  have  to  make  it 
free  altogether,  because  it  had  been  pointed 
out  that  any  salt  but  rock-salt  oould  be  naed 
for  various  other  purposes,  and  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  prevent  it  being  used  for 
these  purposes — such  as  curing  hams,  bacon, 
and  so  forth.  If  the  privilege  were  given  of 
bringing  it  in  duty-free  for  the  use  of  &e  agri- 
culturist and  to  be  given  to  live-stock,  it  wooid, 
as  he  had  stated,  also  be  used  for  other 
purposes,  and  there  would  be  very  consider- 
able difficulty  in  preventing  that  being  done. 
However,  the  question  would  again  be  con- 
sidered as  to  wnether  they  should  not  go  the 
length  of  allowing  salt  to  be  free  altogether. 

TYPE-SETTING  MACHINES. 

Mr.  CARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  it  is  true  that  he  intends  to  introduce 
type-setting  machines  into  the  Government 
Printing  Office  ;  and,  if  so,  what  paxtioulai 
class  of  machine  he  has  decided  upon  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  introduction  of  type- 
setting machinery  had  not  been  considered  bj 
the  Government  at  all. 

MOAWHANGO  TELEGRAPH  EXTENSION. 
Mr.  LETHBRIDGE  asked  the  Postmaster. 
General,  Whether  he  will  take  steps  to  ha?e' 
the  telegraph  extended  to  Moawhango,  so  that 
notice  may  be  sent  to  the  lower  districts  of  any 
heavy  fall  of  rain  in  that  locality,  thereby 
giving  settlers  a  chance  to  remove  their  stoa 
out  of  danger?  He  would  like  to  point  oot 
that  during  the  last  Easter  floods  a  laige 
amount  of  stock  had  been  lost  in  the  Rangitilni 
River  which  might  have  been  saved  had  there 
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been  tolephonio  or  telegiaphio  oommunication 
with  Moawhango,  so  that  word  could  have 
been  sent  of  the  fall  of  rain  there.  Liyes  had 
been  placed  in  jeopardy  through  the  unfortunate 
people  not  knowing  that  the  flood  was  coming 
down,  and  he  thought  that  perhaps  such  com- 
munication might  save  life  at  some  future 
time. 

Mr.  SEDIX)N  said  the  capital  cost  of  this 
Une  was  estimated  at  £750,  and  interest, 
maintenance,  and  working-expenses  at  £87  lOs. 
per  annum.  Revenue  from  the  three  places  to 
be  served — namely,  Taihape,  Utiku,  and  Moa- 
whango— would  probably  oe  £42  per  annum, 
with  prospect  of  increasmg.  The  greater  part 
of  the  length  of  this  line  would  follow  the 
central  railway  between  Mangaweka  and 
Auckland,  and  was  one  that  it  would  probably 
be  necessary  to  construct  soon  for  the  use  of 
the  Public  Works  or  Kailway  Department. 
Under  ordinary  circumstfemces,  before  erecting 
this  line  a  subsidy  of  £182  would  be  required 
from  the  settlers,  or  a  guarantee  from  the  County 
Council  to  pay  the  estimated  deficiency  of 
£47  10s.  for  five  years.  For  the  reasons  stated 
the  honourable  member  would  see  that  he  was 
asking  for  a  departure  from  the  established 
rule. 

Mr.  LETHBRIDGE.— It  is  a  peculiar  case. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Well,  probably  as  the  line 
advanced,  or  more  work  was  going  on,  that 
might  make  a  difiference. 

WEASELS  AND  STOATS. 

Mr.  McLEAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
— (1.)  Whether  he  is  aware  of  the  spread  of 
weasels  and  stoats  through  the  North  Island, 
and  to  districts  not  known  to  be  infested  with 
rabbits?  (2.)  Whether  he  regards  the  exist- 
ence of  weasels  and  stoats  in  such  districts  as 
an  evil ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will,  by  amend- 
ment of  "The  Babbit  Nuisance  Act,  1882,** 
sections  48  and  49,  or  otherwise,  enable  settlers 
in  such  districts  to  destroy  weasels  and  stoats 
without  rendering  themselves  liable  to  the 
penalty  under  the  said  Act?  His  reason  for 
asking  the  question  was  that  stoats  and 
weasels  were  oecoming  a  pest  in  the  North 
Island.  Originally  these  animals  were  turned 
out  in  the  Wairarapa  with  a  view  of  eradi- 
cating the  rabbits,  but  had  been  found  to 
destroy  the  native  game,  and  also  lambs.  In 
the  Old  Country  these  things  were  treated  as 
vermin,  in  this  they  were  protected,  and  it  was 
the  opinion  of  settlers  and  naturalists  and 
others  that  in  the  course  of  time  these  stoats 
and  weasels  might  become  almost  as  great  a 
pest  as  the  one  they  had  been  introduced  to 
suppress. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  a  few  days  ago  he 
had  replied  to  this  question  in  another  form, 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  impossible  to  pass  a 
general  law  that  would  be  suitable  for  the 
whole  of  the  colony.  In  some  parts  of  the 
colony  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
natural  enemies  of  the  rabbits  should  be  in- 
troduced to  assist  in  keeping  that  pest  down ; 
but  in  other  portions  of  the  colony  where  there 
were  no  rabbits  these  animals  were  beginning 


to  increase.  As  he  had  said  before,  the  Go- 
vernment would  consider  the  advisability  of 
allowing  settlers  in  such  parts  of  the  colony  to 
destroy  any  wild  animals  of  the  sort  mentioned. 
Of  course,  the  question  was  one  that  required 
to  be  very  carefully  considered ;  but  in  districts 
that  had  not  and  were  not  likely  to  have  the 
rabbit-pest  he  thought  an  alteration  in  the  law 
might  be  made.  At  the  same  time  he  would 
point  out  that  there  was  no  better  assurance 
that  the  Hawke's  Bay  settlers  could  have  than 
that  the  natural  enemies  had  appeared  on  the 
scene  before  the  rabbits. 

ROTORUA  DRAINAGE. 

Mr.  HERRIES  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Government  will  urge  on  the  work 
of  drainage  at  Rotorua,  so  as  to  be  completed 
before  the  tourist  season  commences?  He 
understood  that  tenders  had  been  accepted  for 
the  drainage-works  at  Rotorua,  but  he  was  not 
aware  that  anything  had  been  done  yet  in  con- 
nection with  the  matter.  He  need  hardly  point 
out  the  value  of  Rotorua  as  one  of  the  assets 
of  the  colony;  and  it  was  well  known  that  if 
these  works  were  not  proceeded  with  before  the 
tourist  season  commenced  it  might  have  the 
effect  of  driving  the  tourists  away  to  Australia 
or  other  places,  and  it  might  give  Rotorua  a 
bad  name.  He  trusted  the  Minister  would 
hurry  on  the  drainage  operations,  so  that  the 
work  might  be  completed,  if  possible,  before 
Christmas. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  impossible  to 
have  these  works  completed  before  Christmas. 
The  tender  had  been  let  and  the  contract  had 
been  signed.  The  contractor  had  a  certain 
time  to  do  his  work  in.  He  thought  the 
honourable  member  ought  to  have  reflected  on 
the  subject  before  suggesting  that  the  con- 
tractor should  do  these  drainage-works  before 
Christmas.  The  contractor  would  hardly  get 
his  men  in  order  before  Christmas,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  do  the  work  in  the  time  sug- 
gested. This  was  a  very  important  work, 
and  it  would  have  to  be  very  carefully  done 
and  carefully  looked  after.  A  portion  of 
it  was  concrete  work,  and  that  itself  would 
take  some  time  to  do.  However,  he  was 
very  sorry  if  the  fact  of  carrying  out  this 
work  to  secure  a  sanitary  condition  for 
Rotorua  should  prevent  tourists  going  there 
this  year.  At  any  rate,  the  work  must  be  done, 
and  the  sooner  it  was  done  the  better  it  would 
be  for  all  concerned.  While  he  was  willing 
that  it  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  bribe  the  contractor  with  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  do  the  work  quicker 
than  he  could  do  it  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.— Will  the  Minister  state  the 
amount  of  the  contract  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  could  not  re- 
member the  exact  amount,  but  he  could  give  it 
to  the  honourable  member  at  any  time. 

WOMEN  ON  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CARSON  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
propose  to  introduce  legislation  to  make  the 
wives  of   householders    eligible  equally  with 
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their  husbands  to  he  elected  to  serve  on  School 
Committees  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  he  quite  sympathized 
with  this  question.  He  believed  there  were 
some  public  offices  for  which  women  were  ad- 
mirably fitted,  and  he  did  not  see  any  objection 
whatever  to  their  being  elected  to  School  Com- 
mittees. But  this  was  a  question  of  policy, 
and  meant  the  extension  of  the  franchise.  At 
the  present  time  only  the  head  of  the  house — 
male  or  female— was  qualified  to  vote  and  be 
elected.  However,  any  prospect  of  bringiug  in 
legislation  in  reference  to  that  particular  point 
this  year  was  rather  remote. 

TOKATOKA  SWAMP  DRAINAGE-WORKS. 
Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  make  immediate  provision 
to  continue  the  drainage-work  at  Tokatoka 
Swamp  ?  This  was  a  very  important  question. 
For  some  time  there  had  been  drainage-works 
carried  on  at  this  swamp,  and  they  had  been 
very  successfully  carried  on.  The  whole  of  the 
land  drained  had  been  eagerly  taken  up  by 
settlers;  but,  unfortunately,  occasionally  the 
work  was  stopped.  The  drainage-work  had 
been  carried  on  in  a  sort  of  intermittent 
way.  The  men  were  changed  occasionally, 
and  strange  men  were  employed  who  were 
not  accustomed  to  the  work.  That  made 
the  work  expensive.  It  would  be  very  much 
better  if  the  work  was  carried  on  con- 
tinuously. The  work  had  hitherto  been  very 
profitable ;  in  fact,  every  pound  spent  had 
more  than  doubled  itself  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  hoped  the  Minister  would  see  his 
way  to  carry  on  the  work  steadily,  and  would 
throw  open  sections  of  land  as  they  were 
drained  for  settlement  purposes.  He  was  in- 
formed by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  works 
that  the  drainage  of  about  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand acres  could  be  carried  on  at  a  charge  of 
about  10s.  an  acre,  and,  seeing  that  the  land 
would  readily  be  taken  up  at  £2  10s.  an  acre, 
the  Government  would  see  the  advisability  of 
pushing  on  this  work  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  was  bound  to  say  the 
honourable  member  was  correct  with  regard 
to  this  question — that  it  was  one  of  those 
works  which  paid  the  colony  very  well, 
and  it  would  be  folly  indeed  to  stop  short  at 
the  stage  at  present  arrived  at.  To  show  that 
such  would  be  the  case,  he  might  mention 
that  up  to  the  present  time  there  had  been 
*  spent  on  this  swamp  something  like  £7,000. 
That  included  iron  rails  for  a  tramway  to 
enable  the  kahikatea  timber  to  be  carried 
out.  The  land  cleared  and  opened  for  selec- 
tion amounted  to  1,870  acres,  at  a  capital 
value  of  £4,641.  There  was  another  portion 
which  still  required  the  expenditure  on  it 
for  drainage  purposes  of  about  an  additional 
£1,000,  to  bring  it  into  line  and  make  it 
suitable  to  be  disposed  of.  It  would  be  his 
duty,  therefore,  to  ask  the  House  to  vote  the 
necessary  amount  to  complete  the  drainage 
of  this  swamp,  as  he  felt  satisfied  that  it  was 
work  which  would  recoup  the  colony  in  a  very 
short  time,  even  to  double  the  amount  ex- 
Mr.  Carson 


pended,  besides  providing  for  that  portion  oC 
the  colony  a  laige  area  of  excellent  land  for 
settlement  purposes. 

GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYES  AND  POLITI. 
CAL  MOVEMENTS. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  rapidly  -  inoreasing 
number  of  persons  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  colony,  the  Government  will  re- 
voke the  regulations  under  which  Govemment 
employes  are  at  present  deprived  of  the  right 
of  taking  part  in  political  movements?  His 
reason  for  asking  this  question  was  that  quite 
recently  in  Christchurch  a  Grovemment  em- 
ploy6  was  warned  by  his  superiors  that  his 
connection  with  a  certain  political  organisa- 
tion— the  Socialist  Church,  to  wit — might  en- 
danger his  position  in  the  Govemment  service. 
There  was  nothing  approaching  intimidation. 
He  (Mr.  Taylor)  simply  desired  to  raise  the 
issue,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  State 
was  becoming  a  very  large  employer  of 
labour,  whether  it  was  wise  to  place  any 
restrictions  on  Govemment  employes,  in  the 
Railway  or  any  other  department,  taking 
an  intelligent  part  in  the  work  of  a  political 
organization.     It    seemed    to    him    that    the 

Question  was  a  perfectly  fair  one,  and  vras 
eserving  of  the  attention  of  the  Hoaae.  With 
the  thousands  of  men  in  the  Railway  serviee 
and  in  other  State  departments — if  the  Liegis- 
lature  enfranchised  them,  and  they  were  en- 
titled to  vote,  it  seemed  to  him  they  ought  to 
have  the  right  to  join  any  political  organisa- 
tion the  object  of  which  was  to  deal  with 
public  questions. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  while  at  all  times  deairons 
of  giving  every  liberty  to  the  public  servants  of 
the  colony,  yet  he  did  not  think  it  was  advisable 
for  public  servants  to  take  a  prominent  part  in 
political  matters,  and  he  said  that  for  their  own 
sakes.  If  one  party  wished  them  to  do  one 
thing  and  the  other  party  wished  them  to  do 
another,  and  anything  occurred  subsequently, 
either  one  or  other  political  party  was  blamed 
for  what  happened  to  those  particular  servants. 
He  did  not  think  public  servants  ought  to  be 
parties  to  any  party  question.  That  was  the 
view  he  held.  At  the  same  time  he  thought, 
with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  there 
should  not  be  undue  restraint  put  apon  them, 
but  he  would  not  be  favourable  to  relaxing  the 
regulations.  And  when  he  said  that,  he  thought 
he  was  really  speaking  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  servants. 

CRIMES  AGAINST  THE  PERSON  AND 
CRIMES  AGAINST  PROPERTY. 
Mr.  0*REGAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Jostioe, 
If  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the  disparity 
between  the  sentences  ]^assed  upon  persons 
convicted*  of  crimes  against  the  person  and 
those  charged  with  crimes  against  property? 
His  reason  for  asking  this  question  was  that 
recently  it  had  been  noticed  in  the  Press  thskt 
persons  convicted  of  crimes  against  the  person 
had  been  less  severely  sentenced  than  those 
convicted  of    crimes    against   property.      He 
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had  in  his  mind  an  instance  in  oon- 


neotion  with  the  last  Criminal  Sittings 
of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Hokitika,  where  a 
man  who  was  found  guilty  of  having  brutally 
assaulted  another,  cutting  him  badly  on  the 
head  and  shoulders  with  a  bottle,  received  a 
seotenoe  of  one  month's  imprisonment,  where- 
as another  man  who  had  stolen  some  iron 
received  three  months.  If  these  sentences  were 
in  accordance  with  law  he  held  that  such  a  law 
was  not  creditable  in  a  civilised  country. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  his  attention  had 
not  been  called  to  the  case  the  honourable 
member  referred  to,  but  it  could  not  be  denied 
that  disparity  did  occur  occasionally.  The 
law  fixed  the  maximum  limit  of  punishment 
which  could  be  inflicted  on  persons  convicted 
of  crimes  against  the  person  or  property, 
and  sentences  within  that  limit  must  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Judges  or  Magistrates  who 
heard  the  cases.  He  could  not  interfere  with 
any  action  they  might  take. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS'  AND 
VOLUNTEERS'  LAND  ACTS. 

Mr.  HOQG  asked  the  Government,  If  the 
■eport  of  the  Commissioner  appointed  to  take 
further  evidence  from  claimants  under  the 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 
Land  Acts  has  been  received  and  considered ; 
and  whether  efifect  is  likely  to  be  given  to  the 
recommendations  that  may  be  approved  of 
this  session?  Since  he  put  this  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  he  had  seen  the  Commis- 
fiioner  appointed  under  the  Naval  and  Military 
Settlers'  and  Volunteers'  Land  Acts.  It  ap- 
peared he  had  a  considerable  amount  of  ground 
to  cover  yet,  and  there  was  a  danger  that  before 
the  ground  was  covered  a  good  many  of  the 
applicants  would  themselves  be  covered.  Many 
of  them  were  old  and  frail.  They  had  done 
l^ood  service  for  the  colony,  but  their  claims 
had  been  disallowed,  in  some  instances  on  the 
most  paltry  grounds.  It  was  not  likely  that 
eome  of  them  would  live  very  long.  Every 
year,  every  month,  was  of  great  consequence  to 
them,  and  the  poor  old  fellows  were  entitled  at 
the  hands  of  a  grateful  country  to  at  least 
feoeive  a  decent  sendofi. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  hardly  knew  how  to 
answer  the  question ;  the  honourable  mem- 
ber seemed  to  have  answered  it  himself.  At 
■any  rate,  he  might  say  there  was  no  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  do  any  in- 
justice to  these  people,  who  were  legitimately 
-entitled  to  receive  relief  from  the  colony  in  the 
matter.  The  House  knew,  however,  that  appli- 
cations had  been  made  by  many  persons  who 
^ere  not  entitled  to  receive  such  relief ;  and, 
•that  being  the  case,  the  House  had  passed  a 
Bill  enabling  a  Commission  to  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  applications.  That  Commis- 
sion was  now  at  work,  and  it  would  perhaps  be 
-wise  to  leave  the  matter  over  until  the  Commis- 
sioner'B>eport  came  in,  when  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  had  been  done,  and 
what  claims  had  been  reported  on  favourably 
and  what  claims  had  been  reported  on  un- 
iavourably.    The  officer  who  was  doing    the 


work  was  pushing  it  on  as  fast  as  he  could,  but 
in  some  of  the  cases,  in  which  the  anpliccmts 
said  they  had  been  in  the  Horse  Guaras,  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  write  Home  to  find  out  if 
the  statements  made  by  some  of  the  men  that 
they  had  lost  their  certificates  of  discharge 
could  be  corroborated.  That  was  a  matter 
that  would  take  some  time ;  but  as  little  time 
would  be  taken  up  as  possible,  and  he  was  sure 
that  no  calamity  would  overcome  the  men. 
Those  who  deserved  relief  would  get  it. 

BANK  OP  NEW  ZEALAND  PROVIDENT 
FUND. 

Mr.  FISHER  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  intend  this  session  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land Provident  Fund  in  the  interests  of  the 
contributors  to  that  fund?  The  fund  was 
founded  nineteen  years  ago,  and  from  the  date 
of  its  foundation  it  had  caused  great  dissatis- 
faction, as  the  pension  scheme  was  not  insti- 
tuted at  the  instance  of  the  staff  of  the  bank, 
but  was  put  before  them  out  and  dried,  and 
they  were  forced  to  accept  it.  It  was  only  a 
provident  fund  in  name,  as  those  who  paid  to 
it  had  not  any  ownership  in  their  contributions 
or  any  specific  claim  on  a  pension,  even  though 
they  might  reach  the  age  of  fifty-five  or  sixty 
years  as  stipulated  by  the  rules.  Rule  No.  2 
stated: — 

**  Any  officer  who  shall  have  been  a  contri- 
butor to  the  fund  for  ten  years  and  upwards 
shall,  upon  reaching  the  age  of  fifty-five  years, 
be  obliged  to  retire  upon  such  a  pension  as  may 
accrue  to  him  unless  the  bank  desires  his  con- 
tinuance in  the  service  for  a  further  period. 
Every  official  of  the  bank  shall  be  entitled  to 
retire  upon  a  pension  upon  attaininfi;  the  age  of 
sixty  years." 

Clause  28  in  the  deed  of  settlement  took  all 
rights  of  control  from  the  members  of  the  fund, 
and  might  leafe  them  at  any  tim*e  without  any 
benefit  whatever.  All  that  would  be  necessary, 
apparently,  would  be  to  alter,  cancel,  or  add  to 
Rule  No.  2  of  the  regulations  in  such  a  manner 
as  might  be  desired  to  prevent  the  payment  of 
a  pension ;  and  should  the  investments  made  by 
the  trustees  prove  at  any  time  as  disastrous  as 
many  of  those  made  by  the  bank  itself,  seeing 
that  the  trustees  were  specially  safeguarded  by 
the  pretty  wide  limits  set  out  in  clause  18  of  the 
deed,  such  a  contingency  was  fairly  conceivable. 
In  other  words,  should  there  ever  be  an  incap- 
able or  negligent  combination  of  trustees  ad- 
ministering this  fund,  it  might  be  necessary 
for  them  to  alter  Rule  No.  2  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  suspend  or  stop  the  payment  of  pensions. 
The  contributors  need  not  be  asked  for  their 
concurrence.  Pensioners  were  also  in  a  bad 
position.  One  gentleman  was  put  on  a  pension 
of  £258  per  annum,  and  was  reduced  without 
any  warning  to  £152  per  annum ;  and  before 
long  pensions  would  be  still  further  reduced. 
To  show  how  bad  a  state  this  fund  was  in,  Mr. 
Mauley,  of  London,  one  of  the  world's  most 
competent  actuaries,  declared  the  fund  to  be 
practically  bankrupt  at  81st  December,  1894, 
and  stated  in  his  report : — 
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"  I  feel  it  to  be  my  dutv  to  point  out  that  the 
fund  will  not  now  be  self-supporting,  and  that 
the  benefits  in  future  must  decrease  unless  it 
receives  aid  from  some  source,  either  in  the 
shape  of  donations  or  oontribubions  .  .  . 
In  time,  therefore,  the  power  of  the  fund  must 
diminish  if  aid  of  some  kind  is  not  forth- 
coming." 

He  understood  that  a  new  provident  scheme 
had  been  prepared  by  the  bank  authorities ;  but, 
so  far  as  he  oould  learn,  this  scheme  also  had 
not  met  with  the  approval  of  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  officers  of  the  bank.  He  would 
be  glad  to  hear  that  the  Government  intended 
to  make  some  move  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  Bill  in  course 
of  preparation  in  which,  he  thought,  the  matter 
would  be  dealt  with.  He  had  been  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  the  proposed  new  method  of 
dealing  with  the  movement,  but  he  had  not 
been  advised  by  the  employes  of  the  institution 
of  what  their  views  were  upon  it.  He  would 
ascertain  that,  however,  before  they  proceeded 
with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FIBBER  remarked  that  the  new  scheme 
was  as  unpopular  as  the  old  one. 

INCOME-TAX  RETURNS. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  compiling  income- 
tax  returns,  manufacturers  are  allowed  to  write 
ofi  only  2}  per  oent.  per  annum  depreciation  on 
the  value  of  their  machinery  ;  whether  it  has 
occurred  to  him  that  this  regulation  is  based 
upon  the  assumption  that  every  description  of 
machinery  will  continue  in  working-order  for 
forty  years  without  becoming  worn  out  or  ob- 
solete; and  whether  he  can  quote  a  single 
instance  in  support  of  such  an  assumption? 
This  question  was  one  of  considerable  import- 
ance to  manufacturers  not  only  in  Christohurch 
but  throughout  the  colony.  The  fierce  competi- 
tion now  prevailing  had  so  stioiulated  inven- 
tion that,  apart  from  the  ordinary  wear-and- 
tear,  machines  became  obsolete  more  quickly 
than  formerly.  When  the  Premier  was  in  Eng- 
land, he,  no  doubt,  went  through  many  factories 
and  conversed  with  manufacturers,  and  per- 
haps he  had  discovered  that  it  was  not  safe  for 
a  manufacturer  to  proceed  on  the  assumption 
that  his  machinery  would  be  up  to  date  for 
more  than,  say,  seven  or  ten  years.  That  was 
so  in  the  colony,  at  any  rate.  He  could  quote 
instances  in  which  machines  had  not  a  first- 
class  working-life  of  more  than  two  years  aud  a 
half;  and  if  the  Premier  would  attempt  to 
answer  the  last  part  of  the  question  he  would 
see  that  the  question  was  a  reasonable  one.  As 
regarded  the  second  part  of  the  question,  the 
honourable  gentleman  might  say  that  nothing 
had  been  said  about  compound  interest ;  but  in 
reply  to  that  he  (Mr.  Lewis)  said  he  had  dealt 
only  with  the  fair  wear-and-tear,  and  not  with 
the  expenses  of  accidental  breakage  ;  and  one, 
he  thought,  might  be  very  well  set  off  against 
the  other. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  allowance  for  de- 
preciation of  machinery  was  not  fixed  by 
regulation.  Section  18  of  *'  The  Land  and 
Mr.  Fislier 


Income  Assessment  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1894,"  provided  that  **  the  Commissioner  may 
allow  such  deduction  for  depreciation  of  any 
implements,  utensils,  or  maohin«ry  as  be 
may  consider  just  in  respect  of  the  dimi- 
nished value  during  any  year  by  reason  of 
fair  wectf-and'tear,  not  being  of  a  kind  that 
would  be  made  good  by  repairs,  or  by  the 
implements,  utensils,  or  machinery  being 
rendered  obsolete  or  useless."  The  rate  of  the 
allowance,  which  was  fixed  by  the  late  OhieC 
Inspector  of  Machinery  and  also  by  his  sac- 
cesser,  after  careful  investigation  of  the 
subject,  at  5  per  cent,  on  half  the  value* 
made  provision  only  for  depreciation  of  a 
kind  that  could  not  be  made  good  by  repairs,, 
the  ordinary  wear-and-tear  being  oovered  by 
the  expenditure  for  renewals  and  repairs,  aU 
of  which  was  allowed  as  a  deduction.  Beaidea 
the  deduction  of  all  expenditure  for  repairs 
and  renewals,  and  5  per  cent,  on  half  the  value 
of  the  plant  and  machinery  to  cover  deprecia- 
tion that  could  not  be  made  good  by  repairs 
and  renewals,  the  department  allow^  a 
special  deduction  for  any  machinery  or  plant 
that  might  become  obsolete  or  useless  when 
such  machinery  or  plant  actually  became  so» 
and  was  discarded.  The  alloii^noe  made  for 
depreciation  had  no  reference  to  the  life  of  the 
plaut  or  machinery,  merely  allowing  for  the 
decreased  capacity  for  the  earning  of  income. 
He  had  received'  a  communication  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  British  Exchequer,  and  aa 
this  was  a  somewhat  important  question  the 
House  would  bear  with  him  while  be  read 
it  for  the  information  of  honourable  membeiF. 
It  said,— 

"  In  reply  to  a  memorial  from  the  Associa- 
tion of  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  reference  to 
the  present  state  of  the  law  as  to  allowanees 
made  in  income-tax  assessments  for  deprecia- 
tion of  machinery  and  obsolete  machinery,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  directed  the 
following  letter  to  be  written:  *The  chief 
points  raised  in  the  memorial  are  as  follow : 
(1)  That  the  allowances  in  respect  of  repairs 
and  depreciations  of  machinery  are  insufficient, 
and  the  methods  of  calculating  such  depreda- 
tion are  unsatisfactory ;  (2)  that  no  allowance 
is  made  for  the  cost  of  replacing  machinery 
which  has  become  obsolete.'    As  to  the  first 

Soint,  I  am  to  sav  that,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
eductions  are  allowed  both  in  respect  of  ex- 
penditure incurred  in  repairs  or  alterations  to 
machinery,  according  to  an  average  of  the  three 
years  preceding  the  year  of  assessment,  and 
also  in  respect  of  the  diminished  valae  of 
machinery  by  reason  of  wear-and-tear  daring 
the  year.  The  allowance  of  these  deductions 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  district  or  special  com- 
missioners, as  the  case  may  be,  ana  they  have 
to  decide  in  each  case  as  it  arises  the  adequacy  i 
of  the  deductions  allowed.    As  to  the  second       | 

g>int,  I  am  to  say  that  the  Board  of  Inland 
e venue  have  given  instructions  to  their  sur- 
veyor at  Leicester,  which  is  particularly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  memorial,  that  where  a  claim 
is  made  in  respect  of  ffhe  introduction  of  more 
modem  machinery  in  a  factory,  no  objection  is 
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to  be  taken  to  the  allowance,  as  a  deduction  from 
the  aeseBsable  profits  of  the  year,  of  bo  much  of 
the  ooet  of  replacement  as  is  represented  bj 
the  existing  value  of  the  machinery  replacea. 
Any  excess  in  the  cost  of  the  new  machinery 
orer  the  actual  present  value  of  the  old  is  an 
addition  to  the  capital  of  the  business,  and 
cannot  properly  be  regarded  as  a  charge  upon 
revenue  for  the  purpose  of  income-tax  assess- 
ment. I  am  to  add  that  similar  instructions 
will  be  given  to  surveyors  in  other  districts 
when  this  question  arises  there." 

It  would  thus  be  seen  that,  as  compared  with 
the  allowances  made  at  Home,  we  were  much 
mofe  liberal  in  this  colony. 

OlVIIi  SERVICE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Government,  Why, 
in  making  appointments  to  the  Civil  Service, 
they  do  not  give  the  preference  to  youths  who 
have  passed  the  Civil  Service  examination? 
He  had  put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
because  there  seemed  to  be  in  different  pares  of 
the  colony— he  might  say  he  had  got  them  in 
his  district— a  number  of  youths  who  had  gone 
to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  pass  successfally 
the  Civil  Service  examination,  and  these  youths 
complained  that  now  they  found  they  were 
passed  over,  as  far  as  the  Civil  Service  was 
concerned,  in  favcur  of  those  who  had  not 
passed  this  examination  at  all.  He  put  the 
question  in  order  to  give  the  Government  the 
opportunity  of  explaining  the  position. 

Sir.  CABROLL  said  that,  on  making  in- 
quiries, he  found  that  preference  was  given  in 
making  permanent  appointments,  although 
that  preference  was  not  observed  at  M  times 
in  the  matter  of  casual  and  temporary  em- 
ployment. He  might  also  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  these  two  departments — the 
Poet  and  Telegraph  and  the  Railway  —  were 
exempted  by  the  Act  itself  from  that  rule. 
Every  year  the  list  was  used,  but  they  had  to 
treat  with  a  new  list  each  year ;  and  those  who 
were  appchiently  passed  over  one  year  did  not 
appear  on  the  next  year's  list. 

DUNEDIN  RATIiW AY-STATION. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minis- 
ter  for  Public  Works,  If  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  insufficiency  of  accommodation 
at  the  Dunedin  Railway-station,  and  the  con- 
sequent danger  and  inconvenience  to  the  tra- 
velling public ;  and,  if  bo,  will  he  take  the 
neoessarv  steps  to  remedy  the  evil?  He 
asked  this  question  not  with  the  view  of 
gettinff  any  expenditure  of  money  for  Dun- 
edin, but  solely  because  the  condition  of  the 
station  there  at  present  was  a  serious  danger 
to  the  travelling  jsablic.  When  a  crowded  train 
came  in  it  was  impossible  to  make  one's  way 
along  the  station  -  platform  at  all,  and  the 
danger  was  increased  very  much  by  the  fact 
that  all  the  population  was  on  one  side  of  the 
station ;  there  was  no  traffic  on  the  other. 
The  consequence  was  that  evexy  one  had  to 
cross  the  line  in  one  way  or  another  to  get 
to  the  station.  The  Minister  himself  must  be 
ttwace  of  the  condition  of  things,  and  he  hoped 


the  honourable  gentleman  might  see  his  way  to 
remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
admit  the  necessity  of  a  new  railway-station 
at  Dunedin,  and  he  might  tell  the  House  that 
the  cost  of  this  station,  together  with  the 
necessary  sidings,  was  estimated  at  £17,000. 
He  had  also  to  admit  the  necessity  for  many 
other  works  in  different  parts  of  the  colony^ 
and,  as  honourable  members  knew,  there  was 
a  sum  of  money  shortly  to  be  voted  for  railway 
purposes.  When  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  House  he  in- 
tended to  point  out  the  position  he  was  in  ae 
regarded  the  works  that  were  required  and  the 
amount  necessary  to  carry  them  out ;  and  the 
House  would  then  be  able  to  judge  as  to  the 
position,  and  as  to^ow  far  the  money  available 
would  go. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEES*  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  the 
Government  will  as  soon  as  possible  Introduce 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  providing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  School  Committees  by  defining  the 
qualifications  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  for 
Committee  candidates,  and  fixing  a  time  up 
to  which  nominations  can  be  received?  He 
thought  it  would  be  generally  conceded  that 
the  law  in  connection  with  the  election  of 
School  Conmilttees  needed  some  amendment. 
In  the  first  place,  under  the  law  as  it  at 
present  stood,  nominations  could  be  received 
up  to  the  actual  time  of  polling,  the  result 
being  that  a  large  number  of  candidates  were 
nominated  at  the  last  minute,  and  this  pro- 
tracted the  election  until  the  small  hours  of 
the  morning,  and  severely  tried  the  tempera 
of  all  parties  concerned.  Then,  again,  as  far 
as  he  could  understand,  there  was  no  fixed 
definition  of  the  qualification  for  the  election 
franchise,  and  this  caused  annual  squabblea 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  many 
of  which,  no  doubt,  would  be  fresh  in  the  minda 
of  honourable  members.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  conferring  a  benefit  on  the 
country  if  they  introduced  legislation  to  re- 
medy the  defects  which  were  referred  to  in  the 
question,  and  he  hoped  he  would  get  a  satis- 
factory answer. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  many  representations 
had  been  made  as  to  the  desirability  of  amend- 
ing the  Sohool  Committees  Election  Act  of 
1891  in  the  direction  referred  to.  It  had  been 
shown,  for  instance,  that  minors  had  exercised 
the  right  to  vote.  The  matter,  however,  waa 
under  consideration  at  the  present  moment^ 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  the 
election  machinery  was  not  at  all  satisfactory, 
and  if  there  was  time  that  session  to  introduce 
an  amending  Act  the  Government  would  move 
in  that  direction. 

SHOP-HOURS  ACT. 
Mr.  FISHER  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  provisions  of  the  Shop- 
hours  Act  in  regard  to  the  employment  of 
clerks  in  banks  and  mercantile  offices ;  and,  if 
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«o,  whether  he  will  this  session  submit  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  said  Act  in  that  respect  ?  Sec- 
tion 21  of  the  principal  Act  of  1^4  gave  the 
Inspector  the  right  of  entry  to  shops,  bat  failed 
to  give  the  right  of  entry  as  to  offices  and 
mercantile  establishments.  The  section  was 
as  follows : — 

**  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Inspector  to 
see  that  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  properly 
carried  oat,  and  to  prosecute  all  persons  guilty 
of  any  breach  thereof. 

**  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act,  every  Inspector  shall  have 
the  same  right  of  entry  into  and  of  inspection 
and  examination  of  a  shop,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act,  as  he  would  have  in  respect 
of  a  factory  or  workroom ;  and,  in  case  any 
shopkeeper  shall  refuse  to  allow  such  entry  or 
inspection  and  examination,  he  shall  be  liable 
to  the  like  penalty  as  the  occupier  of  a  factory 
or  workroom  is  liable  to  for  refusing  to  allow 
or  impeding  any  entry  into  or  examination  of 
such  factory  or  workroom.'* 

Section  6  of  the  amending  Act  of  1896,  which 
prescribed  5  p.m.  as  the  closing  hour  for  offices 
and  on  Saturday  1  p.m.,  made  an  exception 
extending  the  time  by  three  hours  per  day  for 
ten  days  in  each  month,  but  it  failed  to  state 
what  days.  He  would  point  out  the  defect  to 
the  House.    Section  6  stated, — 

**  Section  eighteen  of  the  principal  Act  is 
hereby  repealed,  and  the  following  section  is 
substituted  therefor  :— 

■  The  closing-hour  of  all  offices  shall  be  not 
later  than  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  e^h 
week-day  except  Saturday,  when  the  dosing- 
bour  shall  be  not  later  than  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon :  Provided  that  exception  shall  be 
made  in  respect  of  not  exceeding  ten  days  in 
«ach  calendar  month,  when  employes  may  be 
required  to  continue  at  work,  or  to  return  to 
work,  for  not  exceeding  three  hours  in  any  one 
day.  It  is  further  provided  that  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  shipping,  tramway,  and  news- 
paper offices.' " 

Now,  in  banks  and  mercantile  offices,  al- 
though work  after  8  p.m.  vras  illegal,  it  was 
notorious  that  it  was  often  carried  on  until 
midnight  and  even  later,  and  he  thought  there 
ought  to  be  such  amendments  of  these  two 
Acts  as  would  provide  that  clerks  in  banks  and 
mercantile  establishments  should  receive  equal 
consideration  with  those  for  whose  benefit  the 
Act  was  put  on  the  statute-book. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  a  Shops  and 
Shop-assistants  Act  Amendment  Bill  in  course 
of  preparation,  and  the  Gk)vemment  would  en- 
deavour in  the  Bill  to  cope  with  ttHie  difficulty 
which  had  been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  thought  he  could  not  use  too 
strong  a  term  to  apply  to  what  they  knew  to  be 
existing — the  manner  in  which  some  of  the 
banking  institutions  overworked  their  clerks. 
He  was  sorry  the  Legislature  did  not  see  its 
way  when  the  Bill  was  originally  before  it  to 
oarry  out  what  was  then  proposed  ;  but  as  then 
bad  been  a  general  election  since,  and  as  the 
abuse  still  existed,  it  would  be  their  duty  to 
review  the  matter,  and,  by  legislation,  prevent  J 
Mr.  Fither 


this  most  undesirable  state  of  things  that  wm 
going  on  at  the  present  time. 

OBOWN  LANDS  ACT  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
he  will  this  session  introduce  a  measure  to 
rolax  in  favour  of  the  members  of  the  Civil 
Service  the  occupation  stipulations  of  the 
prosent  Crown  Lands  Act,  so  that  persons  in 
the  public  service  can  propare  future  homsi 
without  being  under  the  neoeesity  of  presflDt 
occupation  ?  His  reason  for  putting  this  ques- 
tion was  that  there  were  a  number  intarestod 
in  this  matter;  in  fsbct,  he  personally  knew 
some  members  of  the  Civil  Service  who  had 
already  rendered  lengthened  service  to  the 
country  who  were  desirous  of  providing  them- 
selves with  homes  by  securing  lands  under 
the  present  Crown  land  regulations,  but  they 
were  debarred  from  doing  so  because  they 
could  not  take  up  such  sections  unless  they 
rendered  personal  residence,  as  provided  in  the 
regulations  at  the  present  time.  He  wished 
the  Minister  of  Lands  to  take  into  oonaideta- 
tion  an  alteration  of  the  regulations  to  the 
extent  that  any  member  of  the  Civil  Service 
taking  up  a  grant  of  land  should  be  enabled 
to  do  so  without  forfeiting  his  situation,  pro- 
vided he  continued  to  improve  that  land  as  if 
he  were  a  resident. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  was  a  question 
which  had  been  beforo  him  on  mora  than  one 
occasion,  and  he  had  given  it  very  oaroful  con- 
sideration. He  saw  no  reason  why  Civil  ser- 
vants who  wished  to  take  up  land  should  not 
do  so  under  the  prosent  law.  They  were  al- 
lowed four  years  by  the  present  law  before  they 
were  required  to  live  on  any  land  which  they 
had  taken  up.  That  was,  if  a  Civil  servant 
who  wished  to  make  a  home  for  himself  had 
the  means  to  do  it,  he  could  take  up  land  and 
retain  his  office  for  four  years,  and  spend  money 
in  making  a  home  for  himself  before  going  on 
the  land.  He  did  not  see  any  reason  why  they 
should  make  a  privileged  class  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, who  received  regular  pay,  and  wen  in  a 
different  position  from  the  servants  of  the  mer- 
chants or  tradesmen  in  the  City  of  Wellington ; 
they  should  just  take  their  chance  with  the  rest 
of  the  people  of  the  colony.  They  were  oertainlv 
in  many  cases  better  paid,  and  had  steadier  won 
and  less  to  do.  Let  them  take  a  olerk  in  the 
Civil  Service  in  Wellington.  He  was  sure,  if 
members  went  down  the  street  at  this  time  of 
night  they  would  see  Civil  servants  leaving  their 
offices  for  the  day,  while  in  the  oommeroisl 
centres  in  the  same  town  they  would  find  tiie 
clerks  having  to  go  back  after  tea  to  finish  their 
work,  and  they  had  far  mora  work  to  do  and 
less  pay  than  Civil  servants.  He  did  not  see 
why  they  should  make  a  privileged  olaas  of 
Civil  servants.  He  would  like  to  see  any  num- 
ber of  them  go  on  the  land  and  settle  down, 
and  they  had  an  opportunity,  as  he  had  saad,  if 
they  desired  to  do  so ;  they  oould  have  the  Isnd 
for  four  years  before  they  wero  oompelled  to  go 
and  settle  on  it. 

Mr.  MONK  said  he  might  remind  the  Mini** 
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tac  that  four  yean  were  not  loog  enough — the 
«enn  should  be  made  longer. 

HANMEB  PLAINS  SANATORIUM. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  Seeing  that  Qovemment  has  jnst 
completed  the  erection  of  a  oommodious  bnild- 
ing  at  the  springs,  Hanmer  Plains,  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  increasing  nmnber  of 
persons  who  annually  visit  the  Sanatorium, 
will  the  Minister  consider  the  question  of 
issaing  tickets  on  all  the  southern  railway- 
lines  at  a  reduced  rate  to  persons  visiting  the 
Sanatorium  for  curative  purposes  ?  He  might 
be  permitted  to  remind  &e  Minister  that  dur- 
ing the  bathing  season  of  1896-97  the  number 
cf  visitors  taking  a  course  of  baths  was  867,  and 
the  total  number  of  baths  was  9,627.  Every 
year  showed  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
persons  visiting  Hanmer  Plains,  and  the  number 
of  baths  taken  showed  that  the  Sanatorium  was 
coming  into  general  favour  amongst  the  oom- 
mnni^.  He  would  ask  the  Minister  to  give  rail- 
way ooncessions  to  those  visiting  the  Springs, 
either  at  excursion  rates  or  issuing  a  single  ticket 
for  the  double  journey.  He  wanted  a  concession 
in  the  first-class  tickets,  and  he  wanted  also  a 
concession  in  the  second-class  tickets — to  give 
first-class  accommodation  for  a  second-class 
ticket  would  not  meet  what  he  wanted.  He 
wanted  to  meet  those  in  affluent  circumstances 
as  well  as  those  in  poor  circumstances,  par- 
ticularly the  latter,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister 
wonld  see  bis  way  to  accede  to  his  request. 

Mr.  GAD  MAN  said  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  when  he  stated  they 
should  endeavour  to  make  ooncessions  to  people 
visiting  these  sanatoriums,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  had  to  remind  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  the^  must  not  go  too  fast.  They  had 
more  sanatoriums  than  Hanmer  Springs  in  the 
colony,  and  if  he  made  the  concessions  the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted  he  was  afraid 
the  effect  on  their  railway  revenue  would  be 
very  considerable  in  the  year.  He  had  to  bear 
in  mind  this :  Although  they  had  an  abnormiUly 
good  year  last  year,  they  could  not  expect  the 
railway  revenue  to  keep  inoreasing  at  that  rate 
year  after  year,  and  he  had  to  watch  the 
concessions  he  made  to  see  that  the  revenue 
was  kept  in  a  fairly  good  state.  Now,  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  quoted  some  figures 
about  the  number  of  people  who  visited  Hanmer 
Springs,  and  the  best  way  he  oould  answer  the 
honourable  gentleman's  statement  was  to  read 
the  General  Manager's  statement  to  him  on 
the  matter,  showing  bow  many  people  travelled 
by  the  railway  from  Ohristchurch  to  the 
Springs.    The  General  Manager  said, — 

"  Hitherto  excursion  tickets  (including  ooaoh 
fares)  have  been  issued  to  Hanmer  Plains  from 
Ohristchurch,  Papanni,  and  Kaiapoi.  For  the 
season  now  commencing  arrangements  have 
just  been  completed  for  issue  of  tickets  from 
Ohristchurch,  Papanui,  Kaiapoi,  Dunedin,  and 
Invercargill  to  Hanmer.  This  is  quite  ample, 
as  the  issues  from  other  places  would  not  war- 
rant a  special  issue  of  tickets.  From  November, 
1896.  to  the  31st  March,  1897, 285^  tickets  were 


issued  from  Ohristchoroh  to  Hanmer.  I  do 
not  anticipate  that  a  dosen  tickets  will  be 
issued  from  Dunedin  and  Invercargill.  The 
through  return  fare,  first-class,  and  coach  from 
Ohristchurch  to  Hanmer  is  £1  lOs.,  available 
for  two  months.  Railway  receives  16s.  for  188 
miles,  coach  14s.  for  forty-eight  miles.  The 
arrangements  are  advertised  in  the  Press,  in 
the  Penny  Time-table,  by  circular,  and  also  by 
means  of  a  magnificent  poster  distributed 
throughout  the  world." 

He  might  explain,  in  regard  to  the  latter 
portion,  about  these  posters,  that  he  had 
lately  been  endeavouring  to  ^ut  a  little  more 
life  into  the  policy  of  advertising  the  railways, 
and  springs,  and  scenery,  and  posters  were 
now  being  issued  in  all  directions  which  would 
have  that  effect.  The  concessions  now  made 
were,  he  thought,  as  far  as  he  could  go,  but 
if  things  later  on  warranted  it  he  would  try 
to  make  further  ooncessions  not  only  in  regard 
to  this  Sanatorium,  but  to  the  other  sana- 
toriums of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  he  might  point  out  to 
the  Minister  that  the  figures  he  had  quoted 
were  from  the  departmental  report  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  bv  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
They  were  given  by  the  caretaker  at  Hanmer 
Plains.  He  did  not  quite  understand  the 
number  of  figures  given  by  the  Minister  for 
Railways  ;  a  large  number  of  persons  went 
from  Ohristchurch,  and  from  Dunedin  an 
well. 

Mr.  OADMAN  might  explain  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  people  went  there  in  their 
own  traps  and  in  other  ways.  He  gave  the 
number  of  people  who  travelled  from  Ohrist- 
church by  the  railway.  He  did  not  say  this 
was  the  sole  number  of  people  who  visited 
Hanmer  Springs.  He  was  looking  at  the 
matter  from  a  railway  point  of  view,  and  he 
gave  the  railway  figures. 

FAIRLIE  RAOING  OLUB.  ^ 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Oolonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether,  in  the  allocation  of  total- 
isator  permits  for  the  current  racing  season, 
he  has  provided  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Fairlie  Racing  Olab,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  conference  of  metro- 
politan clubs  ?  He  said  the  Fairlie  Racing  Olub 
was  a  well-known,  well-established,  and  well- 
conducted  institution,  and  prior  to  last  year 
had  had  the  privilege  of  a  totalisator  license  for 
its  aimual  race-meeting.  Last  year  its  meet- 
ing was  included  in  the  programme  approved 
by  the  Metropolitan  Olub,  and  the  Fairlie 
Olub  relied  upon  that  fact  to  get  their  total- 
isator license  as  usual,  but,  unfortunately, 
they  were  too  late  in  applying  for  it.  They 
gQ  then  found,  although  they  had  sup- 
posed  that  a  license  was  reserved  for 
them,  that  all  the  licenses  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Oolonial  Secretary  had  been  allocated. 
This  year  they  took  care  to  communicate  with 
the  Oolonial  Secretary  in  ample  time,  and  he 
(Major  Steward)  had  forwarded  several  com- 
munications to  the  Minister  on  the  matter. 
He  had  ascertained  that  the  Fairlie  meeting 
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had  been  included  in  the  list  of  those  reoom- 
mended  for  totalisator  licenses  by  the  confer- 
ence of  metropolitan  clubs,  and  he  therefore 
now  pat  this  question  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  the  hope  of  receiving  a  satisfactory 
reolv. 

lur.  CARROLL  was  sorry  that  he  oould  not 
give  a  satisfactozy  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.    At  the  same  time 
he  might  point  out  that  the  fault  was  not  his. 
The  Act,  of  course,  limited   the  granting  of 
licenses  to  the  number  156,  and  a  fair  propor- 
tion had  to  be  made  between  the  racing  clubs 
and  the  trotting  clubs.    The  racing  authorities 
and  the  trotting  authorities  disagreed  as  to 
the  number  of  permits  each  should  have.    He 
had  therefore  to  step  in  and  fix  matters  be- 
tween the  two.    The  racing  clubs  had  to  be 
reduced  in  the  number  of  meetings  that  they 
had  previously  held.    He  had  decided  that  the 
racing  clubs  were  entitled  to  128  licenses  while 
the  trotting  clubs  were  allotted  twenty-eight. 
The  Fairlie  Greek  Club  was  in  the  Canterbury 
District,  and  the  following  was  a  list  of  the 
different  clubs  in  that  district  which  received 
licenses: — 

NameofClnb.  ollZSS.. 

Akaroa  County  Racing  Club  .  •  . .     1 

Amur!  Turf  Club       . .  . .  . .     1 

Ashburton  Racing  Club  . .  . .     2 

Amberley  Steeplechase  Club  . .  . .     1 

Canterbury  Jockey  Club         . .  . .     4 

Christchuroh  Racing  Club     . .  . .     1 

Qeraldine  Racing  Club  . .  . .     1 

Hororata  Racing  Club  . .  • .     1 

Ohoka-Eyreton  Jockey  Club  . .  . .     1 

North  Canterbury  Jockey  Club  . .     1 

South  Canterbury  Jockey  Club  . .     2 

Tinwald  Racing  Club  . .  . .     1 

Waimate  Racing  Club  . .  . .     1 

Westland  Racing  Club  . .  . .     2 


Total    .. 


..  20 


That  was  the  allocation  for  last  season  in  the 
Canterbury  District.  This  season  he  did  ex- 
pect the  Racing  Conference  to  make  dome 
alteration,  or  to  readjust  these  permits,  if 
they  had  found  it  necessary  to  do  so ;  but 
instead  of  readjusting  the  list  which  was  in 
vogue  last  year  they  only  made  fresh  recom- 
mendations. They  recommended  the  issue  of 
fresh  licenses  to  certain  clubs  in  excess  of  the 
number  he  had  fixed,  which  of  course  he  could 
not  entertain.  He  could  only  accede  to  their 
recommendations  by  taking  off  from  other 
clubs  which  were  on  the  list.  Therefore  he 
decided  to  allow  the  list  to  remain  as  it  was 
last  year.  That  being  so,  he  could  not  in- 
clude the  Fairlie  Racing  Club.  If  the  honour- 
able member  would  suggest,  and  get  the  racing 
authority  to  give  effect  to  his  suggestion,  that 
one  of  the  clubs  enumerated  in  the  list 
he  had  read  should  waive  its  right  to  a 
license,  he  would  be  able  to  give  effect  to 
the  application  respecting  the  Fairlie  Creek 
Racing  Club.  He  doubted  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  do  that.  He  might 
point  out,  generally,  with  respect  to  this  ques- 
Major  Steward 


tion,  that  from  all  parts  of  the  colony  he  had 
been  inundated  with  telegrams  and  applieatloiis 
to  grant  extra  licenses,  and  it  was  only  the  Act 
that  saved  him.  In  fact,  this  question  seemed 
to  be  considered  by  a  great  many  oommonities 
in  the  colony  as  being  of  far  more  importanoe 
than  the  liquor  question. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  whether  ihe 
honourable  gentleman  had  informed  the  Fair- 
lie  Racing  Club,  which  had  been  in  oommani- 
cation  with  his  department  on  this  subject  for 
four  or  five  months,  to  the  effect  of  the  reply 
just  given. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said,  Oh,  yes  I 

WAIKOPIRO  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  authorise  the  Commissioner  of  Grown 
Lands  at  Napier  to  proceed  with  the  ereodon  of 
a  bridge  over  the  Manawatu  River  to  give  the 
Waikopiro  settlers  access  to  their  land?  He 
would  point  out  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  that 
considerable  delay  had  taken  place  in  oonnee- 
tion  with  the  erection  of  the  bridge  in  question. 
The  building  of  this  bridge  was  a  very  important 
matter  indeed  to  the  settlers  in  the  Waikopiro 
Block,  and  he  hoped,  now  that  the  matter  had 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister, 
he  would  instruct  the  Commissioner  of  Grown 
Lands  at  Napier  to  at  once  proceed  with  this 
desirable  and  necessary  work. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  the  honoarable 
member  must  have  a  little  patience.  He  woold 
get  an  answer  to  this  question  in  the  pablle- 
works  estimates  when  they  came  down. 

CAPE  KIDNAPPERS  LIGHTHOUSE. 
Mr.  MoLEAN  asked  the  Minister  for  PuUio 
Works, — (1)  How  long  the  lighting  apparatus  m- 
tended  for  the  lighthouse  to  be  erected  at  Gape 
Kidnappers  has  been  in  the  colony;  (2)  why  the 
erection  of  the  lighthouse  at  Cape  Kidnappers 
has  not  been  proceeded  with  ;  and  (3)  how  soon 
will  the  department  proceed  with  the  ereouon 
of  the  lighthouse,  having  in  view  the  large 
amount  of  shipping  interested,  and  the  ship- 
wrecks that  have  occurred  in  the  vicini^, 
accompanied  by  loss  of  life  ?  His  reaaon  for 
asking  this  question  was  that  some  yean 
ago  the  Government  promised  that  a  light- 
house should  be  erected  at  Gape  Kidnap- 
pers. The  plans  were  prepared  and  sent  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  but  the  lighthouse 
had  not  been  started,  although  the  lighting 
plant  had  been  imported  and  had  been  in 
the  colony  for  some  time.  There  had  been  a 
number  of  shipwrecks  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Kidnappers,  and  these  casualties  were  attended 
by  loss  of  life.  If  it  was  argued  that  the  ESast 
Cape  was  a  better  place  for  the  lighthouse  to 
be  ereoted  than  the  nlidnappets,  he  might  point 
out  there  was  not  the  same  amount  of  ship- 
ping that  went  in  and  out  there  as  in  Hawke*s 
Bay,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
steamers  and  other  vessels  to  hug  the  ooast 
so  closely,  and  the  requirements  of  the  East 
Cape  for  a  lighthouse  were  hot  oonsidered  by 
many  maritime  men  to  be  so  urgent  as  the  re- 
quirements at  Cape  Kidnappers. 
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Mr.  8EDD0N  said  the  lighting  apparatat 
had  been  in  the  colony  since  September  last 
jear.  The  vote  taken  last  year  was  only  to 
defray  the  oost  of  the  lantern  and  apparatus, 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  vote  was  expended 
for  snoh  pnrpoee.  The  following  letter  was 
written  to  the  Napier  Chamber  of  Oommerce  :^ 

"  Marine  Department,  Wellington, 
25th  June,  1897. 

"Sib, — I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  of 
Marine  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  to  inform  you, 
in  reply,  Uiat  strong  representations  have  been 
made  to  him  by  the  Shipmasters*  Association, 
and  by  masters  of  vessels  in  general,  that  a 
light  at  East  Cape  would  be  of  much  greater 
benefit  to  shipping  at  the  present  time  than  a 
light  at  Cape  Kidnappers.  The  Minister  has 
also  had  it  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  erection 
of  a  light  at  Cape  Palliser  lessens  the  impor- 
tance of  the  light  at  Cape  Kidnappers  as  a 
matter  of  immediate  urgency,  especially  as 
within  fourteen  miles  of  the  latter  point 
there  is  a  light  in  existence.  On  looking 
at  the  chart  of  the  coast,  the  Minister  is 
unable  to  resist  the  force  of  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  superior  claims  of  the  East 
Cape,  backed  as  they  are  by  the  strongly-ex- 
preesed-  opinion  of  those  most  competent  to 
judge,  and  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
notwithstanding  the  decision  come  to  in  May, 
1895,  he  would  be  failing  in  his  duty  in  con- 
nection with  the  important  interests  of  ship- 
ping and  of  the  safety  of  the  travelling  public 
if  he  did  not  leave  the  question  open  for  further 
consideration,  in  order  that  Parliament  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  express  an  opinion. 
The  Minister  regrets  therefore  that  he  is  unable 
to  undertake  at  present  that  the  erection  of  a 
lighthouse  at  Cape  Kidnappers  will  be  at  once 
proceeded  with. 

•'  W.  T.  Glasgow,  Secretary. 

••  The  Secretary, 

Napier  Chamber  of  Commerce." 

He  had  read  that  because  that  really  de- 
scribed the  position.  Mont  mariners  who  were 
more  immediately  concerned  had  strongly  ad- 
vised that  the  East  Cape  should  have  the 
preference.  That  was  the  position,  and  they 
must  be  advised  by  those  who  had  the  responsi- 
bility oast  upon  them. 

PAHIATUA-PALMERSTON  RANGE  ROAD. 

Mr.  O'MEARA  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  place 
a  sum  on  the  estimates  for  the  construction  of 
the  Pahiatua-Palmerston  Range  Road  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  must  give  the  same 
answer  to  this  question  that  he  had  already 
given  to  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa : 
that  the  public -works  estimates  would  give 
the  reply. 

WAIMATE   COURTHOUSE   AND    POLICE 

BUILDINGS. 

Major  STEWARD    asked  the   Minister   of 

Justice,  Whether  provision  will  be  made  in 

the  estimates  for  the  neoessaiy  repairs  to  the 


Courthouse,  Waimate,  and  the  repair  and 
enlargement  of  the  police  buildings?  The 
Minister  of  Justice  was  aware  that  there  was 
a  very  handsome  building  erected  in  the  pro- 
vincial days  at  Waimate  for  the  purposes  of  a 
Courthouse,  and  still  used  for  that  purpose. 
It  had  been  damaged  during  the  last  few 
months  by  a  leakage  from  the  roof,  and  a 
few  pounds  properly  expended  would  save  a 
very  large  amount  of  public  money.  Although 
the  Minister  had  visited  Waimate  and  seen  for 
himself  the  need  of  the  mattter  being  attended 
to,  and  also  of  the  repair  and  enlargement  of  the 
police  buildings,  and  the  repair  of  the  roof  of 
the  stables,  nothing  had  yet  been  done.  The 
total  expenditure  required  would  be  only  about 
£160.  That  expenditure  had,  he  undeistood, 
been  sanctioned  months  ago,  but  owing  to 
some  hitch  the  work  had  not  been  carried  out. 
He  desired  now  to  ask  whether  provision  would 
be  made  on  the  estimates  for  the  very  neces- 
sary works  in  question. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  recognised 
the  work  was  necessary,  and  provision  would 
be  made. 

HOSPITAL  NURSES'  RAILWAY-TICKETS. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  If  he  will  grant  rail  way- tickets  at 
reduced  rates  to  hospital  nurses  during  their 
holidays?  This  was  a  very  small  matter  for 
the  department,  but  it  was  a  very  large  one 
for  those  most  concerned.  These  hospital 
nurses  were  a  very  deserving  class,  but  at  the 
same  time  very  poorly  paid,  and  the  nature  of 
their  employment  was  very  arduous  and  not  at 
all  conducive  to  health.  He  thought  a  change 
of  locality  was  desirable  for  these  nurses  as 
often  as  it  would  be  practicable.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  would  gnuit  that  small  conces- 
sion. 

Mr.  CAD  MAN  quite  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  request  in  itself  was  a 
small  one ;  but  it  would  lay  down  a  very 
dangerous  precedent,  and  he  did  not  see  very 
well  how  he  could  grant  the  concession  asked 
without  giving  the  same  concession  to  domestic 
servants,  shop-assistants,  school-teachers,  and 
generally  to  the  daughters  of  all  the  poorer 
classes,  and,  in  fact,  to  every  one  employed  in 
connection  with  public  institutions  in  the 
colony.  In  fact,  he  would  be  having  all  the 
young  ladies  in  the  colony  feeling  they  had  a 
grievance  if  they  could  not  get  the  same  privi- 
lege.  He  regretted  he  was  unable  to  give  a 
favourable  reply  to  this  question. 

SOUTHLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
What  votes  the  following  sums  of  money  were 
taken  from  when  handed  over  to  the  South- 
land County  Council  for  expenditure :  Main 
East  Road,  £100;  Millar's  Road,  Hedgehope» 
£100  ;  Clarke's  Road,  Greenhills,  £100 ;  Mur- 
doch's Road,  Woodend,  £100;  Myross  Bush 
Road,  £100? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  presumed  the  honourable 
member  objected  to  this  expenditure. 
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Mr.  KELLY.— No.  Only  I  oould  not  find 
any  note  of  it  in  the  estimates. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  it  oame  ander  the 
Lands  Improvement  Acoount,  misoellaneoas 
porposes. 

SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  ACT. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  asked  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Marine  Department,  Whether, 
with  a  view  to  the  more  efficient  administra- 
tion of  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a  com- 
petent master  mariner  as  Superintendent  of 
Mercantile  Marine  at  each  of  the  principal 
seaports,  Dunedin,  Lyttelton,  Wellington,  and 
Auckland?  He  had  already  dealt  with  this 
subject  on  another  occasion,  and  he  had  only 
now  to  say  that  there  was  not,  he  believed,  a 
single  man  of  the  sea-faring  profession  that 
was  not  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity 
for  the  change  suggested,  and  he  trusted  the 
Minister's  answer  would  be  full  and  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  matter  had  been 
urged  on  the  Government  time  after  time. 
They  had,  it  was  true,  competent  officers  at- 
tached to  these  ports,  but  whether  or  not  they 
were  competent  to  deal  with  what  was  aimed 
at  in  that  question  was  a  matter  they  must 
take  into  consideration.  He  was  afraid  it 
would  not  do  for  the  Government  to  unduly 
burden  the  estimates  by  making  provision  for 
officers  to  deal  with  eihch  and  every  subject 
that  came  before  them.  However,  there  pro- 
babl]r  was  a  necessity  for  some  alteration  of 
existing  arrangements  in  this  matter. 

MARINE  OILENGINES. 
Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether  he  will  arrange  that  certificates  be 
issued  granting  permission  to  competent  per- 
sons to  drive  marine  oil-engines  on  sailing- 
vessels,  notwithstanding  that  they  are  not 
engineers  in  the  usual  meaning  of  the  term  ? 
There  were  a  number  of  small  vessels  engaged 
in  the  coasting  trade  in  the  north,  and  by 
running  in  and  out  of  the  small  harbours  there 
they  were  a  great  convenience  to  the  settlers. 
Hitherto  they  had  been  under  the  disadvan- 
tage of  being  able  to  rely  only  on  canvas, 
and  consequently  there  was  no  certainty  of 
their  being  able  to  make  passages  and  fulfil 
their  engagements  with  regularity.  However, 
there  had  lately  been  introduced  a  new  motor- 
power  by  means  of  oil-engines,  which  enabled 
the  vessels  to  perform  their  passages  with 
as  great  certainty  as  the  large  vessels 
worked  by  steam-power.  They  still  use  their 
sails,  and  are  still,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
merely  sailing-vessels,  and  there  was  no  greater 
risk  or  danger  to  life  or  to  the  vessel  itself,  but 
rather  greatly  increased  safety  to  both.  He 
knew  opposition  had  been  brought  against  the 
introduction  of  these  oil-engines  and  their  use 
in  vessels,  unless  managed  by  certificated  en- 
gineers; and  he  now  wished  the  Minister  to 
relax  the  regulations  so  as  to  allow  certificates 
to  be  issued  to  any  one  who  could  prove  himself 
competent  to  manage  these  oil-engines  without 


the  necessity  of  his  being  connected  with  say 
engineers*  institute  or  union.  If  this  wets 
done  there  would  be  no  necessitv  for  any  sneoisl 
training  in  connection  with  these  vessels,  m 
any  intelligent  youth  could  learn  to  msDsgs 
one  of  these  engines  after  a  week  or  two's  in* 
struotion,  and  there  were  few  engineers  with 
certificates  who  could  drive  an  oil-engine  until 
they  had  been  similarly  taught. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  knew  something  of 
this  subject,  and  he  disagreed  entirely  with 
the  honourable  member  as  to  their  being  no 
danger,  because  the  engines  that  were  worked 
with  gas  as  a  motive-power  were  just  as  com- 
plicated and  dangerous  as  any  other  kind.  li 
was  simply  using  gas  instead  of  steam. 

Mr.  MONK  said  there  were  no  boilers,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  explode. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  certificated  engineen 
were  not  employed  on  steamers  merely  beeuae 
there  were  boilers. 

An  Hon.  Mjembbb.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Nothing  of  the  kind ;  and  if 
that  was  the  case  they  would  have  a  distinct 
class  altogether. 

Mr.  MONK  said  there  was  this  diffeienoe: 
that  a  steamer  was  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  management  of  an  engine  and  its  boilen, 
while  the  vessels  to  which  he  had  alludpd  wert 
not  in  any  degree  dependent  upon  (heir  oil- 
engines, as  they,  under  ordinary  circumstanooi, 
used  their  sails,  and  were,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  sailing-vessels.  They  only  used  then 
oil-engines  occasionally,  when  it  suited  tbeix 
purpose. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  knew  something  aboat 
this  question,  and  he  had  heard  it  discussed  bj 
those  who  were  more  able  to  discuss  it,  and 
they  were  opposed  to  the  theory  laid  down  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.  As  to  these  engina 
driven  by  gas  as  the  motive-power 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — They  are  oil- engines. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  motive-power  wm 
obtained  by  a  series  of  explosions,  and  the 
machinery  was  just  as  complex  as  that  of  any 
other  engine  or  power  used  in  other  veesali. 
They  might  as  well  applv  the  same  argument 
to  the  other  engines  used  ;  and  he  saia  it  wai 
not  simply  because  they  had  a  boiler  or  steam 
that  there  was  a  necessity  for  having  a  doly* 
qualified  person  to  have  charge  of  the  enginae. 
Did  the  honourable  member  know  what  had 
recently  happened  in  the  case  of  the  "  Aoteai" 
for  instance,  which  had  been  on  fire  ?  And 
yet  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  a 
child  could  work  them,  and  that  there  was  no 
danger.  There  was  a  very  great  danger  indeed, 
and  he  did  not  think  they  should  relax  (he 
regulations  in  the  direction  indicated.  If  thii 
were  done  it  would  mean  that  they  would  get 
a  sailor  and  make  him  work  night  and  day 
looking  after  these  oil-engines.  In  fact,  it  wai 
almost  the  life  of  a  slave.  That  was  what 
was  going  on,  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
stopped. 

Mr.  MONK  said  the  Minister  was  certainly 
talking  without  a  knowledge  of  the  subject 
The  engineers  themselves  did  not  know  bow  is 
drive  these  engines  until  they  were  taoghi. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Martini-Henry 


[HOUSB.] 


Ammunition. 


649 


Mr.  SEDDON  said,  in  that  case  the  honour- 
able member  was  giving  him  a  very  strong 
reason  for  adhering  to  what  he  said. 

PRINTING  IN  LYTTELTON  GAOL. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Jnstioe,  Why  has  printing  been  discontinued 
10  an  employment  for  prisoners  in  Lyttelton 
Gaol?  A  printing  plant  was  in  use  at  the 
Lyttelton  Gaol,  and  for  some  time  a  good  deal 
of  printing  was  done  by  the  prisoners,  and, 
therefore,  was  a  source  of  indoor  employment 
far  several  of  the  prisoners.  This  printing 
appeared  to  have  been  discontinued.  Now,  he 
thought  it  eminently  desirable  that  our  public 
institutions  should  be  made  as  nearly  self- 
supporting  as  possible.  There  were  on  an 
average  550  prisoners  confined  in  the  gaols  of 
the  colony  last  year,  and  the  average  net  cost 
of  maintenance  was  £81  Ss.  6d.,  while  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  inmates  of  lunatic  asylums 
was  £22  9s.  1(^.  He  would  like  to  know  why 
the  printing  at  Lyttelton  Gaol  had  been  dis- 
continued. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  printing  was 
discontinued  on  the  reconmiendation  of  the 
late  Government  Printer,  who  stated  that  all 
the  printing  required  by  the  Government  could 
be  done  at  the  Government  Printing  Office ; 
and  representations  were  made,  that  a  large 
number  of  printers  were  out  of  work,  and  it 
was  not  considered  desirable  that  prison-labour 
should  be  put  in  competition  with  free  labour. 

MARTINIHENRY  AMMUNITION. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, What  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  Martini-Henry  ammunition 
issued  to  the  Volunteers  of  the  colony ;  and, 
also,  if  he  will  have  the  inferior  cartridges  in 
stock  refilled  and  made  efficient  ?  This  was  a 
matter  which  was  considered  of  great  import- 
ance among  the  Volunteers  of  this  colony. 
The  ammunition  that  had  been  supplied  by  the 
department  had  not  been  good  for  a  long  time, 
and  he  understood  that  the  Auckland  con- 
tractor for  the  ammunition  was  now  prepared 
to  supply  a  superior  (quality ;  and  he  was  further 
informed  that  the  mferior  article  that  had 
been  issued  to  the  Volunteers  could  be  sent 
back  and  refilled  for  a  very  small  cost.  A  trial 
of  new  ammunition  was  neld  in  Christchurch 
in  September  last,  and  the  following  was  what 
one  of  the  Christchurch  papers  wrote  con- 
cerning it : — 

*<The  members  of  the  Honorary  Reserve 
Corps  have  just  completed  two  matches  to  test 
tbe  quality  of  the  ammunition  made  at  the 
Auckland  works.  Saturday's  match  was  ten 
shots  each  at  600  and  700  yards.  The  day  was 
bad,  the  light  being  tricky  and  different  wind- 
age having  to  be  given  for  every  shot.  Tbe 
ammunition  was  marked  *S,  1897.'  The  car- 
tridge-cases were  left  perfectly  clean,  with  an 
entire  absence  of  sediment.  As  to  the  eleva- 
tion, the  ammunition  proved  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible perfect,  not  a  single  shot  falling  low. 
The  men  are  unanimous  in  its  praise,  agreeing 


that  if  the  Government  would  recall  the  pre- 
sent issue  and  circulate  ammunition  of  this 
class  instead  there  could  be  no  possible  cause 
of  complaint." 

He  should  like  the  Minister  to  see  to  this.  It 
was  known  to  himself  and  to  eveiy  person  who 
took  any  interest  in  Volunteering  that  the 
ammunition  had  not  been  good.  The  men 
were  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with  it.  They 
took  a  lot  of  trouble  attending  their  practice 
and  trying  to  make  themselves  efficient  marks- 
men, but  they  found  they  could  not  make  good 
shooting  because  of  this  defective  ammunition. 
He  could  go  so  far  as  to  suggest  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  if  the  company  which  was  supply- 
ing this  ammunition  were  not  prepared  to  give 
satisfaction  they  should  get  their  ammunition 
from  Kynoch  and  Co.,  which  was  always  of 
reliable  quality,  and  which  could  be  got  for 
10  or  15  per  cent,  less  than  was  now  paid  for  it. 
He  was  in  favour  of  supporting  colonial  in- 
dustriea  as  far  as  they  could,  but  not  to  the 
extent  of  having  to  pay  a  high  price  for  an 
inferior  article. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  quite  true 
that  some  ammunition  issued  last  year  by  the 
company  was  faulty,  and  he  was  very  glad  to 
hear  that  an  improvement  was  taking  place. 
Precautions  were  taken  to  have  the  ammu- 
nition properly  tested,  and,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  a 
portion  of  this  ammunition  was  sent  Home  to 
be  tested  by  the  War  Office  authorities.  A 
trial  of  that  ammunition  took  place,  and  the 
report  regarding  it  had  been  received.  The 
department  was  informed  that  the  ammunition 
was  so  faulty  in  construction  that  it  would  be 
useless  to  attempt  to  have  the  cases  refilled. 
That  settled  the  question  of  having  that 
ammunition  refilled.  The  department  had 
sent  Home  for  a  complete  set  of  the  most 
recent  testing  apparatus,  and  it  was  decided  to 
obtain  the  services  of  a  competent  officer,  to  be 
appointed  to  thoroughly  test  ammunition  and 
supervise  its  manufacture  at  the  factory. 
Such  an  officer  would  be  obtained  as  early  as 
possible  through  the  War  Office.  The  depart- 
ment  had  taken  every  precaution,  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  good  ammunition,  and,  If  such  an 
article  could  be  procured  in  the  colony,  of 
course  it  would  be  a  great  advantage. 

MINERAL  OILS  FOR  MOTOR  PURPOSES. 
Mr.  MASSEY  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  give  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  amending  the  Customs  and  Excise 
Duties  Act  by  placing  on  the  free-list  those 
mineral  oils  which  are  used  for  motor  pur- 
poses ?  His  main  reason  for  asking  this  ques- 
tion was  that  these  mineral  oils  were  used  for 
a  variety  of  purposes — for  dairy  factories,  chaff- 
cutting,  sawmilling,  and  for  auxiliary  power 
of  coasting-vessels,  as  stated  a  few  mmutes 
ago  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata. 
As  the  law  stood  at  present  a  dutv  of  fid.  a 
gallon  on  mineral  oils  was  imposed,  and  this 
became  a  very  serious  charge  on  those  im- 
portant industries.  He  hoped  the  Gk>vemment 
would  ^ve  the  matter  their  favourable  con- 
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sideratioD,  and  that  he  should  receive  a  satis- 
factory  reply  to  the  ^aestion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  various  kinds 
of  mineral  oils  used  for  motor  purposes.  He 
did  not  see  how  relief  could  be  given  without 
removing  the  duty  on  them  altogether.  This 
would  affect  the  revenue  to  a  material  extent. 
The  removal  of  the  duty  on  kerosene  was  care- 
fully considered  in  1895.  He  thought  the  duty 
was  retained  principally  for  revenue  purposes. 
He  did  not  see  how  they  could  possibly  make  a 
distinction.  It  was  a  question  of  dealing  with 
tiie  matter  as  a  whole,  and  whether  the  duty 
should  be  taken  off  these  oils  altogether.  They 
could  not  take  it  off  one  without  taking  it  off 
the  others. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government,  Why 
the  construction  of  the  Midland  Railway-line 
cannot  be  vigorously  proceeded  with  on  the 
Canterbury  side  of  the  ranges,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  expenditure  upon  the  work  falls 
upon  the  debenture-holders  and  does  not  in- 
volve the  colony  in  any  expense  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reason  why  there  had 
been  nothing  done  at  the  Canterbury  end  was 
that  it  would  take,  he  supposed,  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  money  to  bring  the  work  to  a  point 
where  it  could  be  utilised.  If  they  worked  at 
the  other  end  and  got  the  line  completed 
through  the  gorge,  then  the  coach  trip  could  be 
completed  in  one  day.  They  had  been  spend- 
ing the  money  at  that  end  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  it  finished  as  a  section.  Having  regard 
to  the  permanent  solution  of  the  present  situa- 
tion they  had  not  incurred  any  expense  on  the 
Springfield  end.  Probably  very  shortly  they 
would  be  in  such  a  position  that  the  work 
might  be  proceeded  with  much  more  vigorously 
than  in  the  past. 

NATIVE  LAND  LAWS  BILL. 
-OQ  Mr.  CARROLL.  —  Sir,  this  Bill, 
though  only  containing  two  clauses, 
is  of  a  very  important  nature.  The  reason  for 
it  arises  in  consequence  of  the  legislation  of 
1894, 1895,  and  1896.  The  House  may  remem- 
ber that  in  1894  the  policy  affecting  Native 
matters  underwent  a  complete  change.  By 
the  sanction  of  this  House  further  dealings 
wiih  Native  lands  by  private  individuals  was 
declared  to  cease  once  and  for  all.  And  while  the 
necessary  legislation  was  being  considered  by 
this  House  several  claims  were  set  up  by  those 
who  had  incomplete  titles  to  have  some  pro- 
vision made  whereby  they  could  put  them  into 
concrete  form  proportionate  with  the  merits  of 
each  case.  They  applied  for  legislative  remedy. 
It  came  about  that  there  were  many  Europeans 
who  had  dealings  with  Native  lands,  and  who 
had  not  up  to  that  date  had  an  opportunity  of 
completing  those  transactions.  Those  transac- 
tions involved  leases  of  Native  lands,  purchases 
of  Native  lands,  and  mortgages  of  Native  lands. 
But  on  the  question  of  mortgages  the  House 
was  very  emphatic ;  though  it  made  provision 
for  those  engaged  in  leases,  and  purchases,  and 
eales,  it  was  silent  in  respect  to  mortgages — 
Mr.  Mas$ey 


mortgages  that  had  not  been  legally  registered. 
There  was  no  provision  whatever  made  that  any 
unregistered  mortgage  should  receive  the  saae- 
tion  of  the  law.  That  was  in  1894.  In  1886, 
in  obedience  to  the  pressure  that  wm  brought 
to  bear  upon  this  House  and  upon  the  Qovem- 
ment,   a  further   amending  Bill 


through  this  House,  and  that  amending  Bill 
relax^  in  a  wav  the  stringent  clauses  whiek 
had  been  carried  in  1894  adSecting  incomplete 
mortgages.  It  gave  power  to  the  Native  Land 
Court  to  give  what  is  known  as  a  confirmation 
order,  or  a  certificate  that  any  one  having  cob- 
tracted  for  a  mortgage  prior  to  1894  whidi 
was  in  an  incohate  state  should  have,  fay 
virtue  of^  the  confirmation  order  from  the 
Native  L*and  Court,  certain  legal  rights  as- 
sured. The  13th  section  in  the  Act  of 
1895  gave  to  Judges  the  power  to  issue  a 
confirmation  order,  but  the  effect  was  that 
such  orders  became  unimpeachable.  It  was 
never  intended  by  this  Legislature  that  those 
confirmation  orders  should  be  unimpeach- 
able. This  was  the  point :  it  did  not  matter 
whether  the  transaction  was  steeped  in  fraud, 
it  did  not  matter  whether  the  whole  trans- 
action was  questionable  in  the  highest  degree, 
any  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  whether 
he  was  competent  to  deal  with  the  question  or 
not,  if  he  issued  a  confirmation  order  it  coveted 
a  multitude  of  sins.  Sir,  it  was  never  intended 
by  this  House  that  that  should  be  the  effect  of 
that  clause.  One  would  naturally  ask.  Why 
did  the  House  legislate  in  that  wiiy  ?  Why  wsa 
this  13th  section  passed?  Well,  the  ansvrar  to 
that  is  this  :  The  House  intended  to  enbetitntB 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Trust  Commiaaioner'E 
powers,  which  had  been  in  existence  prior  to 
this,  the  authorisation  of  a  Jud^e  of  the  Native 
Land  Court  to  issue  confirmation  orders ;  thfl 
one  was  to  take  the  place  of  the  other.  Very 
well.  Sir,  if  it  was  intended  that  the  one  should 
be  the  substitute  of  the  other,  it  did  not  intend 
that  one  should  have  greater  powers  than  the 
other.  Let  us  see  what  powers  were  allotted  to 
a  Trust  Commissioner.  First  of  all,  he  had  no 
validating  power. 

Mr.  R0LLE8T0N.— Was  that  in  1894? 

Mr.  CARROLL.— That  was  the  position 
prior  to  1894.  The  1894  change  did  away  with 
the  Trust  Commissioner.  Now,  the  Trust 
Commissioner  had  no  power  to  validate  any 
illegal  transaction.  All  he  had  to  do  was  to 
inquire  whether  the  price  paid  for  the  land  was 
sufficient  and  reasonable ;  whether  the  Native 
vendors  had  a  sufficiency  of  land  left  for  their 
maintenance;  whether  the  consideration  in- 
cluded the  price  of  arms,  liquor,  and  o&er 
articles  which  were  deemed  illegal  by  the  Act 
Within  those  points  rested  the  power  of  the 
Trust  Commissioner ;  but  when  this  Honae,  by 
doing  away  with  the  Trust  Commissioner,  1^ 
repealing  all  the  previous  Acts  which  created 
the  necessity  of  a  Trust  Commissioner,  aoogfat 
to  substitute  in  the  place  a  Judge  of  the 
Native  Land  Court  to  carry  out  the  same 
duties,  it  unintentionally  gave  to  tiie  Judge 
powers  which  the  Legislature  never  intendM. 
Very  well,  the  effect  of  that  was  this:  These 
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qaestionable  mortgages,  nnregisfeered  mort- 
gages, incomplete  transaotions,  were,  by  a 
oonfirmation  order  issued  by  a  Jud^e  of  the 
Native  Land  Court,  plaoed  in  line  with  trans- 
actions that  had  strong  legal  oomplezion.  By 
section  13  of  the  Act  of  1895  it  brought  those 
interested  in  these  unregistered  mortgages  into 
line  with  what  might  be  termed  ex  parte  valid 
transactions;  but  the  clause  lacked  power  to 
compel  the  Native  owners  to  execute  such 
mortgages.  So  that  they,  in  a  sense,  rested 
between  heaven  and  earth — that  is  to  say, 
though  it  gave  a  status  to  a  man  holding  an 
unregistered  mortgage,  still  it  did  not  give 
power  to  him  to  compel  the  Natives,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  contract,  to  execute  a  mortgage  in 
his  favour.  That  being  so,  advantage  was 
taken  of  a  further  amending  Act,  which  was 
passed  through  Parliament  in  1896.  In  this 
Act  there  was  an  amendment  inserted  which 
had  the  effect  of  putting  persons  circumstanced 
as  aforesaid  into  the  position  of  legal  appli- 
cants for  title.  Section  121  of  the  Act  of  1884 
reads  as  follows : — 

**  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  render 
nugatory  any  power  of  sale  in  any  existing 
mortgage,  or  under  any  existing  decree,  judg- 
ment, or  charging  order,  or  prevent  the  com- 
pletion of  any  existing  contract  for  the  sale, 
lease,  or  purchase  of  land,  but  the  same  shall 
have  effect  as  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed." 

The  House  will  note  that  the  word  **  mortgage  '* 
is  absent  there,  so  that  those  holding  unregis- 
tered mortgages  at  that  time  were  not  brought 
within  sanctified  ground  of  confirmation.  But 
to  show  the  House  the  terrible  recantation, 
which  I  hold  was  not  intended,  of  what  was  the 
mind  of  the  Parliament  in  1894,  let  us  take 
flection  28  of  "The  Native  Land  Laws  Act, 
1896,"  which  reads  as  follows : — 

'*  Section  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  of  the 
said  Act  is  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words  *  subject  to  the  provisions  of  section 
sixty-five  of  this  Act '  after  the  words  *  the  same* 
shall,*  and  by  the  insertion  of  the  word  '  mort- 
gage '  after  the  word  '  lease.' 

'' '  Completion '  of  existing  contract  in  said 
section  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  bhall  be 
construed  to  mean  and  intend  *  fulfilment  * 
thereof." 

Now,  the  effect  of  this  apparently  simple 
amendment  classed  unregistered  mortgages  in 
the  same  category  as  contracts  for  lease,  sale, 
or  purchase  of  land.  Now,  I  will  give  one  or 
two  cases  in  point,  and  then  rely  on  the  fair 
sense  of  the  House  to  do  what  is  right.  I  will 
take  one  instance,  and  show  you  the  applica- 
tion of  these  amendments,  and  how  they  have 
affected  parties  on  one  side  and  the  other. 
We  will  take,  for  instance,  a  block  of  land 
called  Piripiri,  in  the  Forty- mile  Bush — a  large 
block  containing  17,970  acres  covered  with 
valuable  timber.  It  was  investigated  by  the 
Native  Land  Court  in  1870,  and  under  the 
law  at  the  time  they  had  to  award  the  land 
to  ten  owners,  although  the  whole  tribe  really 
were  interested  ;  engari  that  was  the  law. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — Their  names  would  be 
inserted  on  the  certificate. 


Mr.  OARBOLL.— Yes ;  that  depended  on 
whether  the  title  was  issued  under  the  17th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1867  or  1869.  There  was 
a  clerical  error,  however,  when  the  title  came 
to  be  made  out,  and  only  eight  owners  instead 
of  ten  were  put  in.  From  these  eight  owners 
certain  Europeans  leased  the  whole  block  at  a 
rental  of  £400  a  year.  Now,  the  two  Natives 
whose  names  appeared  in  the  title  on  the  books, 
but  were  left  out  when  the  title  passed  through 
the  ordinary  official  process,  demurred  and  dis- 
sented to  the  lease.  Notwithstanding  that,  the 
Europeans  took  action  and  obtained  a  judg- 
ment in  the  Supreme  Court  in  their  favour; 
the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  that 
the  other  two  had  to  be  bound  by  the  action  of 
the  eight.  Well,  we  can  quite  understand  how 
this  came  about.  Natives  have  not  the  same  fa- 
cilities as  Europeans  of  getting  legal  assistance 
or  in  approaching  the  higher  Courts  of  law,  and 
the  chances  are — and  I  believe  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  did  not  move  in  the  matter—did 
not  defend.  Consequently,  the  Europeans  got 
a  verdict  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  direction 
they  wanted.  Subsequently  to  this  the  land 
was  brought  under  the  Equitable  Owners  Act, 
and  after  investigation  under  that  Act  the  land 
was  awarded  to  122  owners ;  but,  of  course,  the 
rights  of  the  Europeans  had  to  be  sustained. 
Up  to  this  time  the  Europeeins  had  pressed  the 
(government  over  and  over  again  to  nurohase 
their  leasehold  rights,  asking  from  £8,500  to 
£5,000  as  the  consideration.  The  Government 
took  up  this  attitude :  that  the  leasehold  was 
no  earthly  use  to  the  State  unless  it  had  a 
freehold.  The  Government  then,  still  under 
pressure,  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  freehold, 
and  succeeded,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  sig- 
natures, in  acquiring  the  freehold  of  this  land. 
Now  that  the  Europeans  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  acquired  the  freehold,  they  want  for 
the  leasehold  rights  something  like  £9,500,  or 
£1,000  more  than  the  freehold  value  of  the  land. 
Under  the  circumstances  the  claim  is  prepos- 
terous. But  these  persons  obtained  a  confirma- 
tion order,  and  by  our  legislation  they  were  put 
into  that  position  which  they  should  never  have 
occupied,  and  now  demand  for  their  interest 
the  sum  I  have  named.  Our  legislation,  no 
doubt,  has  been  the  cause  of  this.  There  is 
another  case  in  the  Wairarapa.  There  is  some 
valuable  land  there— three  or  four  blocks- 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  something  like 
twenty- five  thousand  acres.  These  blocks  had 
been  leased  to  a  certain  Wairarapa  settler  for 
many  years.  The  original  lease  was  approaching 
its  expiry,  and  the  lessee  sought,  under  our  Act 
of  1894,  to  get  a  renewal  of  the  lease;  but  be 
found  he  had  a  competitor  in  the  field,  who  had 
secured  two  or  three  signatures  to  a  deed  of  lease. 
The  result  was  that  the  said  original  lessee 
opened  a  free-money  office  for  the  Native  owners 
to  go  there  and  get  whatever  they  liked.  Money 
was  advanced  recklessly,  and  in  the  end  such 
advances  were  used  as  a  lever  to  induce  the 
Natives  to  sign  an  agreement  to  mortgage. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  year? 

Mr.  CARROLL.— In  1898  and  1894.  The 
Natives  were  induced  then,  by  a  lavish  lending 
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of  money,  to  sign  a  contract  to  mortgage.  By 
the  Act  of  1894,  as  I  have  already  explained, 
they  could  not  fulfil  that  contract  to  mortgage, 
because  incomplete  mortgages  were  specially 
barred.  By  the  Act  of  1895,  however,  the 
pakeha  could  get  a  confirmation  order,  but 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Act  of  1895  to  com- 
pel  the  Maoris  to  execute  a  mortgage ;  but  by 
the  Act  of  1896,  by  the  amendment  I  have 
referred  to,  the  iusertion  of  the  word  "mort- 
gage "  brought  him  into  line  with  those  having 
contracts  to  lease  and  purchase,  and  he  was 
put  into  a  position  which  we  contend  this 
House  never  desired  any  person  to  be  in. 
Now,  to  show  the  nature  of  the  transaction 
it  is  well  to  give  particulars.  The  present 
action  was  taken  by  the  Government  upon 
an  appeal  from  the  Natives  to  relieve  them 
of  this  injustice,  and  to  see  that  right  was 
done  to  them,  and  that  they  did  not  lose  their 
land. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Are  you  going  to  go 
back  on  the  title  ? 

Mr.  OAKROLL.— WeU,  it  is  a  question  of 
how  that  title  has  been  acquired.  I  do  not 
see  that  any  title,  if  it  is  bad,  should  be  shel- 
tered behind  the  sentiment  that  you  should 
not  go  behind  a  title. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  had'  no  legal  title  in 
1894. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— That  is  what  I  am  trying 
to  explain.  The  European  had  no  title  in 
1894,  he  had  no  title  in  1895,  and  he  had  no 
business  to  be  placed  in  a  position  to  get  a 
title  in  1896. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — But  you  have  given  it  to 
him. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— We  have  not  given  him  a 
title,  but  we  have  placed  him  in  a  position 
of  getting  one.  Now,  take  the  circum- 
stances into  consideration.  Here  we  are 
violating  one  of  the  most  important  princi- 
ples which  we  have  allowed  to  govern  our 
Native- land  legislation  for  ages;  that  is  to 
say,  the  spirit  of  all  Parliaments  proclaimed 
that  the  Natives  should  have  a  sufGiciency 
of  land  left  to  them;  no  matter  what  they 
did,  the  first  consideration  was  that  the 
Natives  were  not  to  be  entirely  denuded  of 
their  land.  Very  well,  the  position  is  this:  If 
this  title  is  given  effect  to,  and  if  this  Bill  is 
not  passed,  twenty-five  thousand  acres  of  land 
will  pass  away  from  a  tribe  of  Natives  who  do 
not  own  another  acre. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— In  what  way? 

Mr.  CARROLL.—"  In  what  way?"  If  the 
Natives  are  compelled — and  it  must  be  so  if  you 
do  not  stop  it — if  they  are  compelled  under  the 
law  to  mortgage  to  this  European,  interest  on 
the  principal  debt,  which  considerably  exceeds 
the  rent,  must  eat  up  the  land,  and  their  lands 
will  entirely  disappear  from  them,  because  they 
cannot  pay  up. 

Sir  R.  SrOUT.— What  are  they  to  do  about 
the  money  they  got  ?    Do  they  repay  it  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Let    that    be  a  personal 

liability.    Are  you  going  to  allow  persons  who, 

I   think,  should  never  take  up  that  stand — 

wealthy  people  belonging  to  our  aristocracy — 

Mr.  Carroll. 


are  you  going  to  favour  them  with  legislafciott 
that  they  might  set  up  pawnshops  to  work 
their  ends  on  the  Maoris.  And,  Sir,  are  we 
going  to  allow  the  lands  of  these  Maoris  to  be 
taken  from  under  their  feet,  are  we  going  to  dis- 
possess about  fifty  persons  of  their  inheritance, 
merely  to  favour  one  individual  who  already 
possesses  more  money  than  he  knows  what  to 
do  with?  However,  we  need  not  bring  that 
point  into  the  argument ;  but  we  have  to  ood- 
sider  that  we  are  passing  legislation  every  day 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  widows  and 
orphans,  and  the  feeble  against  the  strong;  and 
yet  in  the  case  of  a  few  unfortunate  Natives, 
who  have  been  induced  to  part  with  their  birth- 
right by  means  which,  I  say,  cannot  very  well 
bear  close  scrutiny,  are  we  going  to  discard  their 
appeal  for  justice  ?  I  say  wo  should  not  be  in- 
different to  their  appeal.  Here  is  the  ease 
submitted  to  the  Government  by  these  Na- 
tives :— 

"  Qreytown,  Wairarapa, 

24th  August,  1897. 

"The  Hon.  Mr.  MoEenzie,  Acting  Premier, 
^nd  the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll, — 
"  Fbiend,  greeting.  A  great  hardship  having 
come  upon  us,  we  write  to  you  and  entreat  yoa 
and  your  Government  to  consider  our  case  and 
assist  us  who  are  pressed  down  with  a  great 
weight.  This  hardship  is  a  very  grievons  one. 
In  the  year  1890  or  1893  (?)  a  lease  of  the 
under-mentioned  lands  of  ours  was  arranged 
— namely,  of  (1)  Kawakawa,  17,790  acres; 
(2)  Matakitaki,  4,910  acres;  (3)  Eopi,  2,600 
acres.  At  that  time  partition  cases  were  being 
taken  before  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  at 
that  time,  too,  trouble  arose  between  ua,  the 
Maoris  who  had  interests,  and  the  lessees,  the 
trouble  being  that  there  were  two  persons  who 
stepped  in  and  demanded,  one  that  we  should 
sign  his  lease,  and  the  other  that  we  should 
sign  his. 

"The  names  of  those  two  persons  were  Mr. 
Charles  Pharazvn  and  Te  Ama,  each  of  whom 
had  a  deed  of  lease.  Their  negotiations  pro- 
ceeded; some  of  us  were  drawn  to  Te  Ains, 
while  some  were  drawn  to  Mr.  Pharasyn. 
While  they  were  conducting  their  negotiations 
for  obtaining  names  (signatures),  Mr.  Charies 
Pharazyn*s  agent  made  arrangements  for  ad- 
vancing moneys,  it  being  known  that  if  any  of 
our  number — that  is,  our  parents — wished  to 
obtain  moneys  they  should  go  to  him.  Thii 
was  the  commencement  of  our  disaster,  and 
upon  this  the  majority  of  the  people  signed  the 
lease  to  Mr.  Charles  Pharazyn.  Subseqaentiy 
to  our  signing  our  names,  one  and  another  took 
moneys;  at  the  same  time  an  agreexnens  to 
mortgage  was  signed  between  Mr.  Chariss 
Pharazyn  and  ourselves,  the  interest  being  sfc 
the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  now 
we  are  asked  to  sign  the  deed  of  mortgage. 

"  Well,  then,  should  we  sign  that  docnmsat, 
then  indeed  will  we  suffer,  because  those  are 
all  the  lands  we  have,  and,  too,  the  smsU 
amounts  payable  to  us  are  not  sufficient  to  psy 
the  interest  and  the  principal  received  byiv 
from  him.  We  have  not  received  any  rent 
from  the  time  the  lease  was  made,  all  has  been 
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ftbsorbed  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  for 
moneys  received.  Those  of  us  who  have 
escaped  from  this  disaster  are  those  who  did 
not  sign  the  lease  to  Mr.  Charles  Pharazyn, 
but  signed  the  lease  to  Te  Ama. 

"  The  amount  of  interest  payable  for  the 
sums  of  money  received  is  in  excess  of  the 
amount  of  rent  that  each  of  us  is  entitled  to 
receive. 

"  We  supply  you  herewith  a  schedule  show- 
ing,— (1)  our  interests  (the  acreage  thereof) ; 
(2)  the  amount  of  indebtedness;  (3)  the  in- 
terest on  loan;  (4)  the  amount  of  rent;  (5) 
the  shortage,  being  the  difierence  between  rent 
and  interest.  You  will  thus  see  that  the  rent 
is  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  in- 
terest, and  the  debt  is  ever  increasing. 

'*  It  is  not  that  we  object  to  repay  these 
moneys  ;  we  are  willing  to  do  so,  but  not  to  do 
so^in  the  manner  demanded  of  us — that  is,  by 
signing  an  efiective  deed  of  mortgage.  For  by 
the  foregoing  statement  of  the  position  that  we 
have  there  shown  you,  it  would  be  better  for  us 
to  sell  our  shares  than  to  sign  the  deed  of  mort- 
gage- 

**  Again,  considering  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
action under  which  our  signatures  and  those 
of  our  elders  were  obtained  to  this  lease,  it 
would  be  right  that  some  arrangement  be  made 
under  which  we  would  be  enabled  to  pay  off  our 
indebtedness  to  him,  and  to  retain  our  lands 
for  our  descendants. 

**  We  have  laid  our  suggestions  in  that  direc- 
tion before  Mr.  Charles  Pharazyn,  but  these 
suggestions  did  not  have  effect,  as  the  two 
persons  who  are  working  the  land  did  not  agree 
thereto. 

**  We  therefore  pray  that  you  will  give  this 
your  consideration.  —  Sufficient,  from  your 
friends, 

**  Eruha  te  Maari.  ^ 

**  Heta  Hemi  te  Miha. 

"  Ngaere  Heemi. 

"  Ani  Ratima. 

'*  Hiria  z  Karauria. 

"  Kahu  Piripi. 

'*  Rina  Ihakara. 

"  Reti  a  te  Maari. 

"  Whanautane  te  Maari. 

**  Nikorimo  te  Maari. 

**  Arapata  te  Maari. 

'*  Makere  Kirihi. 
"  Greytown,  Wairarapa. 
**  P.S. — The  majority  of  these  signatures  are 
those  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  original 
debtors,  a  few  of  which  are  set  out  in  the  fol- 
lowing schedule.** 

Well,  now,  there  is  a  very  interesting  schedule 
attached.  I  will  just  quote,  for  instance,  one 
case,  that  of  Piripi  te  Maari.  His  interest  in 
aores  is  8,400  in  one  block,  and  580  in  an- 
other. The  rent  he  receives  is  £48;  he  owes 
£1,554  28.  7d.,  and  the  interest  on  the  loan  per 
annum  at  8  per  cent,  is  £120 ;  excess  of  interest 
over  rent  is  £72.  Another  owner  who  draws 
£38  of  rent  has  an  indebtedness  of  £1,382 ; 
the  interest  on  that  at  8  per  cent,  is  £108,  and 
he  is  consequently  £69  14r.  5d.  behind. 

VOL.  X0IX.-a6. 
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Mr.  FRASER.— Did  he  get  the  cash  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Which  cash  ? 

Mr.  FRASER.— The  money  he  owes. 
gQ  Mr.  CARROLL.  — He  may  have. 
When  it  comes  to  a  matter  of  a  cash 
transaction  between  a  European  and  a  Native 
the  Native  invariably  suffers.  When  it  comes 
to  a  question  of  keeping  accounts  the  Native 
is  not  in  the  same  street. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— What  is  the  date  of 
these  transactions  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL— From  about  1893.  I  will 
just  read  a  letter  from  the  solicitor  of  this 
gentleman  to  the  Natives  : — 

"  Greytown,  Wairarapa, 

7th  October,  1897. 

"  Sib,— This  is  to  notify  you,  should  you  fail 
to  sign  the  deed  of  mortgage  to  Mr.  Charles 
Pharazyn  of  your  interest  in  Whatarangi  (i.e., 
Matakitaki  and  Kawakawa  Blocks)  within 
seven  days  from  date,  a  writ  of  the  Supreme 
Court  will  be  issued  against  you  compelling 
you  to  sign  the  deed  and  to  pay  all  costs 
incurred. 

*<  Mr.  Charles  Pharazyn  has  no  desire  to 
take  this  action  against  you,  but  he  has  been 
pressed  by  Mr.  Sinclair  and  Te  Ama  (Iraia  te 
Whaiti)  to  get  this  done,  and  if  you  will  not  do 
it,  then  proceedings  will  be  taken  as  stated 
above. 

"  Mr.  MacFarlane  (Native  agent  and  inter- 
preter) has  the  deed,  as  you  already  know. 

**  You  will  understand  that  when  you  began 
to  borrow  money  from  Mr.  Pharazyn  you  signed 
an  agreement  to  mortgage  of  all  your  interests 
in  Te  Kawakawa,  Matakitaki,  and  Te  Kopi 
Blocks ;  that,  after  twelve  months'  notice  was 
given  you,  you  were  to  sign  the  original  deed. 
The  notice  was  given  you  a  little  over  two 
years  ago. — Prom  your  friend, 

*'  H.  StRATTON  IZABD, 

Solicitor,  Oreytown. 

"  To  Te  Ngaere  Hemi, 

Turanganui,  Lower  Valley." 

That  is  the  position.  And  the  meaning  of 
this  Bill  is  that  Mr.  Pharazyn  and  those  in  a 
similar  way  shall  be  put  back  to  the  samepoRi- 
tion  they  were  in  in  1894 :  Firstly,  because 
under  present  conditions  it  is  unjust  to  the 
Natives;  and,  secondly,  Parliament  is  bound 
to  see  that  they  are  not  landless.  It  was  never 
intended  in  1894  that  unregistered  mortgages 
should  hold  the  same  position  as  contracts  to 
lease  or  purchase.  It  was  never  intended  that 
a  confirmation  order  of  the  Supreme  Court 
should  be  unimpeachable,  aud  validate  any 
transaction,  no  matter  how  questionable  it 
might  be.  What  was  really  intended  by  the 
provision  for  the  confirmation  order  was  that 
the  Court  should  be  placed  an  the  same  position 
as  the  Trust  Commissioner,  who  was  in  exist- 
ence up  to  that  date. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  who  could  inquire  into 
the  transaction. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— The  Trust  Commissioner, 
of  course,  had  all  those  powers.  He  had  to 
inquire  whether  the  transaction  was  a  bond 
fide  one,  and  whether  they  had  a  sufficiency  of 
land  left  for  their  maintenance.    Those  are  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


65i       Native  Land  Laws  BUI       [HOUBB.]    Native  Land  Laws  BUI.    [Nov.  5 


•questions  involved  in  this  proposal.  Of  course, 
there  is  this :  I  agree  that  it  is  repugnant  to 
hark  hack  and  disturb  titles.  The  fiegislature 
has  always  taken  that  view ;  and  I  think  we 
should  as  much  as  possible  refrain  from  up- 
setting titles.  But  I  submit  there  are  oases 
which  come  before  us  that  we  should  weigh 
very  carefully,  and  which  show,  after  investi- 
gation, that  an  injustice  has  been  done.  I  say 
that  where  an  injustice  has  been  done  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  set  matters 
right.  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— I  am  afraid  that  to  what 
may  be  called  the  lay  mind  in  the  House,  or 
«ven  to  those  who  are  lawyers  and  who  aie  not 
accustomed  to  the  Native  Land  Act,  the  prin- 
cipal position  has  not  been  clearly  explained 
by  the  honourable  member.  Now,  I  shall  try 
to  do  so  in  a  very  few  words.  Prior  to  the  Act 
of  1894  a  Maori,  if  he  held  land  that  was  not 
restricted  from  alienation,  could  sell  the  land, 
could  lease  the  land,  could  mortgage  the  land ; 
and,  of  course,  if  he  could  sell,  lease,  or  mort- 
gage the  land  he  could  agree  to  sell,  lease,  or 
mortgage  the  land.  The  only  thing  that  had 
to  be  inquired  into  by  the  Trust  Commissioner 
was  whether  the  transaction  was  a  proper  one; 
and,  second,  whether  he  had  land  left  sufficient 
to  maintain  himself  and  his  family.  These 
were  all  the  inquiries  that  had  to  be  made. 
That  was  the  law  down  to  1894.  The  Act  of 
1894  came,  and  it  said  that  all  private  dealings 
between  Maoris  and  Europeans  should  cease. 
If  the  Maori  wanted  to  sell  his  land,  or  mort- 
gage his  land,  he  must  do  so  to  the  Government 
or  through  the  Government :  he  could  not  have 
any  private  dealings  with  Maori  land.  That 
was  the  Act  passed  in  1894.  But  the  1894  Act 
heis  this  provision  in  it.  It  had  what  was 
•called  section  121,  which  provided  that, — 

'*  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  render 
nugatory  any  power  of  sale  in  any  existing 
mortgage,  or  under  any  existing  decree,  judg- 
ment, or  charging  order,  or  prevent  the  com- 
pletion of  any  existing  contract  for  the  sale, 
lease,  or  purchase  of  land,  but  the  same  shall 
have  effect  as  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed." 

That  is,  it  would  allow  agreements  for  the 
sale  of  land,  also  existing  mortgages,  existing 
charging  orders,  and  agreements  for  sale  and 
lease  to  stand  good.  Then  came  the  Act  of 
1896,  which  made  a  slight  amendment  by 
declaring  that  a  confirmation  order— because, 
though  a  person  had  a  right  to  complete  a 
contract  to  sell  before  an  alienation — that  is, 
before  the  sale — could  be  completed,  a  Judge 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  had  to  act  the  same 
as  the  Trust  Commissioner  acted,  and  declare 
that  the  alienation  was  a  proper  one  under 
section  55  of  the  Act.  Then  came  section  18 
of  the  Act  of  1895,  which  said  :— 

**  A  confirmation  order  under  the  seal  of  the 
Court,  or  a  certificate  under  section  fifty-five  of 
the  Act,  indorsed  on  any  deed  or  instrument, 
shall,  for  all  purposes  of  title,  be  conclusive 
evidence  that  such  deed  or  instrument  is  not  in 
contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Aot  or  of  this  Act,  but  shall  not  exonerate  any 
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person  from  penalties  incurred  in  respect  of 
any  false  declaration  or  evidence  made  or  used 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such  order." 

Then  came  the  Act  of  1896,  and  the  only 
amendment  it  made— and  that  is  what  is  dealt 
with  in  this  8rd  section  of  the  Bill — was  that 
it  gave  the  right  to  a  person  who  had  an  agree- 
ment for  a  mortgage  to  be  put  in  exactly  the 
same  position  as  a  man  who  had  an  agreement 
for  a  lease  :  that  is,  if  the  Maori  had  agreed  to 
mortgage  his  land  and  had  got  the  money  on  the 
faith  of  that  agreement,  they  were  allowed  to 
complete  that  agreement.  I  ask  the  House  to 
notice* that  these  agreements  must  have  been 
made  before  1894.  So  that  any  transactions 
after  1894  are  invalid.  That  is,  no  Maori  con, 
since  1894,  agree  to  lease  or  sell  his  land.  What 
this  Bill  proposes  to  do  is  :  it  is  not  to  say  that 
hereafter  transactions  shall  be  void,  but  it  is  to 
declare  by  repealing  this  section — because  it  says 
"  from  the  date  thereof  '*— it  is  to  declare  that  a 
confirmation  order  which  may  have  been  iasu^ 
under  the  Act  of  1895  is  to  be  deemed  void, 
and  that  agreements  for  mortgage  which  were 
made  before  1894  are  to  be  void  even  though 
the  money  may  have  been  advanced  on  them. 
I  do  not  know  that  that  is  right.  If  it  is  right 
to  say  that  a  man  who  has  given  money  to  a 
Maori  shall  not  get  the  security  whicn  the 
Maori  agreed  to  give  him,  then  I  apprehend 
this  law  ought  to  be  applied  generally.  There 
are  cases  in  which  the  Government  advanoed 
money  to  Maoris,  and  in  honesty  they  ought 
to  say  that  they  will  give  up  their  right  to 
mortgage,  and  rely  on  the  personal  honour  of 
the  Maori.  They  have  no  right  to  be  pat  in  a 
different  position  from  private  individuals.  I 
understand  there  have  been  large  advances  made 
to  Maoris  by  some  Government  departments. 
Are  these  mortgages  to  be  cancelled  ?  I  appse- 
hend,  then,  the  best  clause  to  put  in  the  Bill 
would  be  this:  *'That  all  mortgages  and  all 
agreements  to  mort^rage  given  by  the  Maoris 
shall  hereby  be  cancelled,  and  all  debts  due  by 
Maoris  under  mortgage  shall  be  personal  debts 
without  security."  That  I  can  understand ; 
but  I  cannot  understand  this  Bill,  and  I  wish 
to  say  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  transac- 
tions, which  I  never  heard  of  until  to-night. 
But  I  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  the  Bill 
proposes  to  do.  It  is  setting  aside  transactions 
that  were  allowed  by  law  under  the  Aot  of  1894 — 
that  were  allowed  by  law  down  to  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  1894.  It  is  setting  aside  these 
transactions  and  saying  that  those  people  who 
have  lent  money  to  the  M6u)ri8  on  the  faith 
of  their  security  are  to  be  deprived  of  their 
security.  There  was  a  remark  onoe  made  by 
an  honourable  member,  who  was  once  the 
member  for  the  Thames.  He  said,  *'  Let  us 
start  fair  all  round."  That  was  a  favourite 
phrase  of  his.  He  used  it  in  this  House  many 
years  ago.  I  say  that,  if  we  start  fair  afl 
round,  the  Bill  ought  to  be  made  to  say  that  til 
mortgages  granted  by  Maoris  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  to  Government  depar^ents  should 
be  placed  in  the  same  position  as  pdvate 
individuals,  and  that  they  should  rest  their 
claim  on  the  personal  liability,  not  the  aeouiity. 
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•of  the  Maoris.  I  can  understand  that  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  but  I  thhik  it  is  a  danger- 
ous thing  to  say  that  a  transaotion  authorised 
by  the  Act  of  1894,  and  which  the  Act  of  1896 
recognises,  is  to  be  set  aside,  and  that  these 
people  are  to  be  deprived  of  their  title. 

Mr.  SEBDON.— Sir,  I  will  not  for  a  moment 
■assert  that  I  know  more  of  Native  law  than 
the  honourable  gentleman,  but  perhaps  I  might 
point  out  something  he  has  omitted  in  respect 
io  what  would  be  called  under  the  law,  and 
prior  to  the  Act  of  1884,  an  illegal  transaction. 
If  this  House  preferred  to  go  back,  and  let  every 
one  stand  as  they  were  in  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act  in  1894, 1  say  we  should  pass  this  Bill. 
That  is  all  we  ask  the  House  to  do. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— You  allowed  the  Act  of  1894 
to  remain. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— Yes,  we  allowed  the  Act  of 

1894  to   remain,  and  we  allowed  the  Act  of 

1895  to  remain  ;  but  we  wish  to  strike  out  of 
the  Act  of  1896  words  introduced  which  were 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  legislation  passed 
in  the  interest  of  private  individuals,  and  which 
ought,  if  required  at  all,  to  have  come  before 
tbe  House  as  a  private  Bill.  The  main  ques- 
tion that  this  House  and  this  Parliament  nave 
to  answer  is  this:  Can  the  solicitor  of  an  in- 
terested individual  or  individuals,  and  without 
the  knowledge  and  sanction  of  Parliament, 
get  a  word  inserted  into  a  public  Bill  which 
legalised  to  him  or  them  a  transaction  which 
•the  law  at  the  time  said  was  absolutely  illegal  ? 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— By  the  Act  of  1894. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  by  the  Act  of  1894. 
That  is  tbe  question.  Stripped  of  everything 
else,  we*  as  a  Legislature  have  to  answer  that 
question  one  way  or  tbe  other.  Let  the  law 
go  back  as  it  was  when  the  public  Bill  was 
introduced  in  1896.  That  is  all  that  is  wanted 
by  the  Bill. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Will  the  Premier  allow  me 
ito  put  my  point:  I  know  nothing  about  per- 
sonal interests,  but  1  say  that  if  a  person  had  a 
valid  contract  in  1894,  then  legislation  should 
not  have  cancelled  it.  Then  he  could  be  re- 
stored to  the  position  he  was  in  in  1894. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  making  a  mistake.  Without  that 
legislation  passed  in  1896  the  persons  who 
advanced  that  money,  and  who  had  illegally 
advanced  the  money,  had  no  chance  whatever 
of  obtaining  the  title ;  but,  by  the  amendment 
made,  a  transaction  which  was  illegal  was 
legalised.  It  is  admitted.  Sir,  that  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  amendment  was  not  aware 
of  the  consequences. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  not  admitted 
at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  it  is  admitted.  But  it 
means  this,  at  all  events  :  that  the  solicitor  in 
the  City  of  Wellington,  acting  for  and  on  behalf 
of  individuals,  asked  him  to  move  the  amend- 
ment, explaining,  of  course,  that  it  was  merely 
technical,  and  that  it  would  not  have  the  effect 
it  had. 

Hon.  MsMBBBs. — Oh,  no ! 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  effect  it  has  had  was 
not  disclosed.    At  all  events,  I  wish  to  say 


this,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  be  unjust  to 
the  member,  of  another  place  who  moved  the 
amendment :  I  do  not  think  he  knew  what  he 
was  doing.  At  all  events,  I  will  not  accuse  him 
of  having  done  this  wilfully ;  but  I  care  not,  for 
the  purpose  of  my  contention,  whether  it  was 
wilful  or  accidental.  The  question  is,  whether 
or  not  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand  is  to  be  so 
used,  and  for  such  a  purpose.  That  is  the  ques- 
tion we  must  answer.  If  we,  by  the  Act  of  1894, 
did  an  injustice,  then  Parliament  should  be  ap- 
proached in  a  proper  manner  and  the  injustice 
should  be  pointed  out ;  and  if  Parliament,  with 
its  eyes  open  and  knowing  what  it  is  doing,  likes 
to  amend  the  law  and  go  back  on  its  previous 
decision,  well  and  good.  But,  from  the  start  to 
the  finish  of  the  amendments  passed  in  the  Act 
of  1896,  the  whole  thing  is  of  such  character  that 
we  would  be  unjust  and  untrue  to  the  people 
who  sent  us  here  did  we  not  put  these  people 
back  into  the  position  they  were  in  when  we 
passed  the  Act  in  1896.  That  is  my  conten- 
tion.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  Robert  Stout)  has  told  us  that 
the  Maoris  were  >  safeguarded  in  all  the  trans- 
actions by  the  Act  of  1894.  But  by  the  inser- 
tion of  the  word  **  mortgage  "  all  the  safeguards 
were  taken  away,  and  the  power  of  agreement 
to  mortgage  was  made  a  complete  and  valid 
document.  Without  the  Native  Land  Court, 
and  without  the  Trust  Commissioner's  inquiry, 
when  was  there  valid  consideration  given? 
Second,  and  most  important,  have  these  Na- 
tives signed  this  agreement  to  mortgage  with 
the  right  of  foreclosure,  the  right  of  alienation, 
included  therein?  Have  these  Natives  suffi- 
cient to  live  upon  ?  I  say,  by  tbe  inclusion  of 
the  word  "  mortgage  "  in  the  Act  of  1896  there 
have  been  no  such  matters  referred  to  the 
Court  at  all.  It  has  never  been  before  the 
Court  yet.  The  agreement  to  mortgage  was 
signed  when  the  moneys  were  given,  but,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  the  conditions  of  the  mortgage 
now  demanded  were  not  disclosed  to  the 
Maoris  at  all.  There  was  an  agreement  to 
mortgage  when  called  upon,  but  the  conditions 
were  first  stipulated  in  the  demand  for  mort- 
gage. They  were  never  submitted  to  the  Trust 
Commissioner  nor  to  the  Native  Land  Court, 
and  I  say  this  makes  it  an  open  question. 
That  transaction  was  arranged  without  the 
slightest  supervision,  and  we,  the  Legis- 
lature, were  used  for  the  purpose  of  making 
good  a  transaction  which  would  not  at  that 
time  have  stood  the  test  of  law.  There  is 
another  point  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  has  not 
mentioned — it  probably  escaped  his  notice — 
and  that  is  this:  A  Maori  can  only  sell  so  much. 
He  could  not  alienate  more  than  5,000  acres 
of  freehold  and  10,000  acres  of  leasehold. 
If  honourable  members  will  look  at  section  12 
of  "The  Native  Land  Court  Act,  1886,"  and 
the  Amendment  Act  of  1888,  they  will  see  there 
that  there  was  a  limit.  Now,  the  area  of  the 
land  sought  to  be  alienated  is  22,000  acres. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  —  Belonging  to  only  one 
Maori. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Act  says  belonging  to 
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not  more  than  twenty  Maoris.  I  say,  here 
again  there  was  a  safeguard,  which  has  been 
entirely  evaded. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— If  it  is  illegal  this  does  not 
validate  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—I  say  that  as  the  law  now 
stands  there  has  been  no  supervision.  If  you 
put  the  Act  as  it  formerly  stood,  why  do  they 
wish  to  have  it  amended,  if  the  transaction  is 
not  illegal  according  to  the  formerly  existing 
law  ?  V/hy  do  they  want  the  law  amended  ? 
If  It  is  contended  that  this  is  a  legal  transec- 
tion, and  the  Act  of  1894  has  no  bearing  at  all 
upon  it,  and  the  transaction  was  good  at  the 
time  it  was  entered  into,  let  them  maintain  it 
according  to  that  law,  and  withdraw  the  word 
"  mortgage  "  from  the  Act  of  1896.  Place  them 
in  the  same  position  as  they  were  iu  before 
the  word  *'  mortgage  "  was  inserted  in  the  Bill 
of  1896,  and  I  am  satisfied.  Parliament  did 
not  know  when  they  inserted  that  word  what 
the  effect  would  be.  Had  they  known,  I  am 
sure  there  is  no  member  of  this  House  that 
would  have  agreed  to  its  being  passed. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— It  was  pointed  out  to  you. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  says  that  he  men- 
tioned at  the  time  that  he  was  afraid  that  this 
word  would  have  an  evil  effect.  If  he  had 
thought  it  would  have  the  effect  it  has  had,  I 
know  what  he  would  have  done.  He  would 
have  dropped  on  this  floor  before  he  would  have 
allowed  it  to  go  through.  He  would  have  chal- 
lenged it  on  the  floor  of  (this  House  when  we 
were  considering  the  amendments  that  were 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council.  But  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  *like  myself,  he  was  pro- 
bably told  that  this  was  merely  a  technical 
amendment,  and  that  it  was  only  giving  effect 
to  what  was  originally  intended.  I  may  say 
that  if  it  was  mentioned  to  me  it  has  escaped 
my  memory.  I  have  since  been  informed  that 
one  of  the  officers  connected  with  Native-land 
legislation,  after  conferring  with  another,  also 
concerned  in  the  question  of  Native  lands, 
thought  that  it  was  merely  a  technical  amend- 
ment, that  it  was  not  an  extension,  but  simply 
clearing  what  was  somewhat  ambiguous  in  the 
Act  of  1894.  That  is  what  was  thought  by  the 
department.  But  then  this  case  arises ;  and  I 
may  tell  the  House  this  is  not  the  only  one. 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  agreements  of  a 
similar  character.  And  those  holding  these 
agreements  would  never  have  come  at  all 
to  the  Trust  Commissioner,  or  the  Native 
Land  Court,  having  been  parties  to  trans- 
actions which  were  against  the  law.  They 
would  simply  have  rested  as  they  were.  In 
this  case  I  may  say  this  to  honourable  mem- 
bers :  When  you  consider  that  the  lands  were 
leased  at  very  low  rates,  when  you  come  to  see 
the  money  advanced,  and  what  it  returns  at 
even  8  per  cent.,  and  the  amount  paid  as  rental 
for  this  land,  does  it  not  show  you  at  once — and 
I  say  there  is  no  man  sitting  in  this  House  but 
must  have  come  to  the  conclusion  when  he 
heard  that  read — that  it  was  a  very  good  trans- 
action on  the  part  of  the  lessee.  It  only  re- 
quired time,  and  the  interest  and  compound 
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interest,  and  the  whole  of  these  22,000  a^rea 
were  swallowed  up.  My  honourable  colleague 
told  the  House,  as  far  as  I  understood  him  to 
say,  that  there  are  two  rival  Native  parties 
seeking  to  lease  lands,  and  the  gentleman  men- 
tioned opens  an  office,  the  Maoris  come  there, 
and  motioy  is  thrown  at  them  to  get  hold  of 
them.  High  rates  of  interest  are  charged,  and 
ultimately  the  land  is  swallowed  up.  It  is 
perfectly  safe,  for  it  was  only  paying  his  rent 
in  advance.  His  rent  was  paid  in  advance. 
It  is  never  paid  to  them.  As  the  Maoris  say, 
'*  We  have  never  received  a  shilling  to  live 
upon ;  we  have  never  received  a  shilling  of 
rent."  If  you  believe  their  statement,  there  is 
the  fact  that  every  year  the  money  is  going 
back  because  there  is  a  loss  as  between  the 
amount  they  receive  in  the  way  of  rents  and 
the  rate  of  interest  they  are  paying.  But  I 
say,  flrst,  there  was  no  supervision  on  the  part 
of  the  Trust  Commissioner.  I  say  that  the 
question  as  to  whether  8  per  cent,  was  a  fair 
rate  of  interest,  whether  or  not  the  leasing  of 
the  land  at  the  rental  was  a  fair  transaction, 
was  never  reviewed.  Whether  these  Natives 
had  sufficient  land  on  which  to  live,  if  this  agree- 
ment to  mortgage  was  assented  to — that,  I  say, 
has  never  been  reviewed.  And  the  law  states 
clearly  that  no  Maori  shall  give  a  lease  or  shall 
give  a  right  of  mortgage  with  the  right  to  fore- 
closure, nor  shall  he  alienate,  until  the  Court  is 
satisfied  that  he  has  got  sufficient  land  to  live 
upon.  What  is  the  effect  on  these  Natiyes?  I 
say  that  the  insertion  of  that  word  in  the  Act  of 
1896  means,  putting  it  in  the  language  of  the 
Maoris,  *'  We  shall  be  thrown  on  the  wosld.  All 
we  possess  is  gone.'*  And  some  of  them.,  who 
are  successors,  say  that  this  was  done  without 
their  being  aware  of  it.  *'  We  were  not  aware  of 
this  transaction,"  they  say,  **  but  we  find  now 
our  heritage  is  swallowed  up."  And  I  ask  the 
question.  Are  we  to  legislate  in  that  direction 
in  this  country  ;  are  we  to  be  parties  to  a 
transaction  like  this,  having  regard  to  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  done.  Parliament  being  un- 
aware of  the  effect  of  amendments  such  as 
this?  Are  we  prepared  to  do  what  is  right — 
namely,  to  put  the  parties  back  in  the  position 
in  which  they  were  when  that  Bill  was  before 
the  Legislature  in  1896  ?  If  that  is  not  done, 
and  the  Parliament  is  prepared  to  throw  these 
Maoris  landless  on  the  colony,  the  Parliament 
Q  QQ  does  it  with  its  eyes  open.  If  Parlia- 
ment  is  prepared  to  legalise  such 
transactions  as  this  when  made  in  defiance  of 
the  law,  as  regards  the  limit  of  5,000  acres 
freehold  and  10,000  acres  leasehold—if  you  are 
prepared  to  do  that,  in  the  face  cf  this,  all  I 
can  tell  you  is  that  you  have  transactions,  yon 
have  papers  in  existence,  which  are  now 
buried  up  and  will  never  see  the  light  of 
day,  and  if  you  allow  amendments  like  this 
to  be  done  you  will  have  more  gprievances* 
and  more  Natives  to  put  in  gaol.  That  will 
be  the  effect  of  it.  And  I  say  this :  Let  this 
Bill  pass  its  second  reading,  and  let  it  go  be- 
fore the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  let  ns 
have  the  facts  placed  before  that  Committee ; 
and  after  the  inquiry  let  it  come  back  to  the 
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Goase,  and  let  the  Hoase  say  whether  or  not 
it  is  prepared  to  ratify  what  has  heen  done  in 
the  manner  I  have  indicated.  Now,  Sir,  I 
shall  he  told  that  all  this  means  disturbing 
titles.  I  say  it  is  not  disturbing  a  title  at  all. 
If  in  1894,  when  we  passed  an  Act,  this  was  a 
good  and  valid  transaction,  then  let  it  remain 
as  it  was  after  we  passed  the  Act  of  1894.  If  it 
was  good  and  valid  in  1895,  then  let  it  remain 
under  the  Act  of  1895.  It  touches  neither 
of  these  Acts;  it  is  simply  to  strike  from 
the  Act  of  1896  an  amendment  which  I  say 
has  been  the  cause  of  all  this  trouble.  That 
is  all  I  ask  shall  be  done;  and  there  is 
no  disturbing  of  titles  there.  But,  I  say,  put 
the  converse :  If  you  say  this  was  a  legal,  and 
good,  and  valid  transaction,  why  prejudice  the 
position  of  the  Maoris  ?  You  say  **  This  man 
advanced  his  money.**  Yes,  he  advanced  his 
money.  Well,  keep  the  parties  as  they  were. 
I  say,  let  the  parties  remain  as  they  were. 
The  Legislature  clearly  and  distinctly  laid  down 
a  policy,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Sir  Robert  Stout)  put  it  very 
•clearly  to  the  House  when  he  said  that  under 
section  121  we  validated  any  arrangement  for 
sale  or  lease  that  was  pending,  and  where  there 
were  transactions  at  that  time  we  gave  a 
certain  time  under  the  Act  in  which  to 
complete  them.  Now,  I  say  again,  by  in- 
serting this  word  **  mortgage "  you  extended 
that,  and  not  only  was  it  extended  but  you 
-Ibrought  in  agreements  to  mortgage  which  were 
entirely  different  from  registered  mortgages — 
the  right  to  mortgage  for  sale  or  agreement  to 
lease  ;  and  if  it  had  been  attempted  openly  and 
above  board  in  1894  or  1895,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  it  would  have  been  rejected  with 
8com  by  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand.  I 
feel  sure  I  am  stating  that  which  is  correct. 
And  if,  therefore,  under  the  circumstances  and 
in  the  manner  1  have  mentioned,  this  amend- 
ment has  been  made,  why  should  there  be  the 
slightest  -hesitation  in  sending  this  Bill  to  the 
Oommittee  ?  Let  the  Committee  report,  and 
then  let  Parliament  do  its  duty.    That  is  all  I 

4Uk. 

Mr.  HERE.— Sir,  in  this  matter  the  Natives 
-concerned  put  the  matter  before  me  first  of  all 
last  year,  and  I  went  into  it  with  them.  They 
wanted  me  to  help  them  in  the  matter.  There- 
fore I  wrote  to  Mr.  Pharazyn  asking  him  to 
agree  to  an  arrangement  being  made  between 
himself  and  the  Natives.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  after 
perusing  the  proposal,  added  a  few  suggestions, 
and  informed  me  he  agreed  to  accept  it,  but 
there  was  another  party  to  be  considered,  and 
that  party  was  Sinclair  and  Te  Ama,  the 
present  lessees  of  the  property.  I  submitted  a 
copy  to  these  gentlemen,  but,  unfortunately, 
they,  perhaps,  d  '1  not  receive  the  paper,  or 
something  went  wrong,  because  I  did  not  get  a 
reply.  But  not  very  long  ago  I  submitted 
another  paper  to  them  for  their  consideration, 
and  I  was  only  informed  about  two  or  three 
weeks  ago  by  their  agent,  Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Native  interpreter  and  agent,  in  Grey  town, 
that  Sinclair  and  Te  Ama  were  not  willing  to 
accept  or  take  into  consideration  the  paper  I 


submitted  to  them.  This  case  is  a  very  serious 
one.  Sir.  As  Sir  Robert  Stout  has  already 
explained,  before  the  Act  of  1894  was  passed, 
these  agreements  to  mortgage  stood  good.  Be- 
fore the  pckssing  of  the  Act  of  1894,  Mr.  Phara- 
zyn could  have  applied  to  the  Court  to  get  the 
Natives  to  complete  or  to  fulfil  the  agreements 
which  they  had  entered  into  with  him.  But 
when  the  Act  of  1894  was  passed  it  prevented 
these  agreements  being  carried  out.  Now,  I 
desire  to  inform  members  of  the  House  that  in 
1895  the  House,  or  a  good  many  members  of 
the  House,  seeing  and  knowing  that  tbete 
existed  amongst  the  Natives  and  Europeans 
such  things  as  promissory  notes  for  debts  in- 
curred, or  other  charges — the  House  in  its  wis- 
dom introduced  into  the  Act  of  1895  a  clause, 
section  2,  which  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  Nothing  in  the  Act  contained  shall  operate 
to  defeat  or  prejudice  any  right  or  remedy 
which,  but  for  the  passing  of  the  Act,  any  per- 
son might  or  would  have  against  land  owned 
by  a  Native  in  respect  of  any  debt  or  liability 
incurred  by  such  Native  prior  to  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  but  such  right  or  remedy  may  be  exer- 
cised as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  Act  had 
not  been  passed;  nor  shall  anything  in  the  Act 
contained  preclude  the  acquisition  by  any  person 
of  land  sold  under  process  of  law  in  exercise  of 
any  right  or  remedy  as  aforesaid :  Provided 
that  the  Court  shall,  as  regards  the  exercise  of 
any  such  right  or  remedy,  make  all  inquiries 
which  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  would  have 
been  required  to  be  made  by  a  Trust  Commis- 
sioner in  respect  thereof,  and  may,  if  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  such  inquiries,  and  that  the 
sale  is  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  confirm  such  alienation. 

"  No  person  shall  be  debarred  from  the  bene- 
fit of  the  foregoing  provision  by  reason  only 
that  such  person  has,  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  taken  or  accepted  any  promissory  note  or 
other  obligation  or  security,  or  has  recovered 
judgment  in  any  Court  of  law,  in  respect  of 
any  debt  or  liability  as  aforesaid." 

Honourable  members  will  see  that,  so  far  as 
debts  are  concerned,  a  person  or  compaoy  who 
have  lent  moneys  to  Natives  can  secure  the 
payment  of  the  debt  under  section  11  of  the 
Act  of  1895.  This,  you  will  see,  shows  that  Mr. 
Pharazyn  will  not  be  deprived  of  any  statutory 
right  to  proceed  against  the  Natives  for  the 
payment  of  the  moneys  lent  to  the  Natives. 
Now,  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and  the 
introduction  of  the  word  "  mortgage  "  states  a 
different  case  altogether.  The  aim  of  the 
amendment,  as  explained  by  Sir  Robert  Stout, 
was  to  make  good  agreements  that  were  entered 
into  before  1894,  and  to  enable  the  person  con- 
cerned who  lent  the  moneys  to  compel  the 
Natives  to  fulfil  the  agreements  to  mortgage. 
I  may  also  explain  to  members  of  the  House 
that  the  agreements  to  mortgage,  as  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  were  not,  and  have  not  been,  regis- 
tered. At  the  same  time  I  desire  to  draw  the 
attention  of  members  to  this  fact :  that,  as  far 
as  I  can  ascertain,  and  with  the  evidence  I 
have  already  before  me,  it  is  a  strange  thin^f 
that  when   the  Natives  were  called  upon  to 
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lease  their  interests  in  the  three  blooks^Te 
KawaJcawa,  Te  Ropi,  and  Matakitaki — these 
agreements  were  made  at  aboat  one  and  the 
same  time.  Now,  what  I  want  to  point  out 
is  this:  There  are  two  owners  in  one  of  the 
blocks  —  that  is,  in  Matakitaki.  Hohepa  te 
Whanga  holds  an  interest  of  430  s^res.  Now, 
lie  is  only  entitled  to  a  rental  amount- 
ing to  £5  6b.  He  is  not  an  interested 
party  in  either  Te  Eawakawa  or  Te  Kopi. 
Why  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this  is : 
Here  is  a  sum  of  £500,  or  up  to  date  £590, 
lens  to  a  Native  known  to  the  lender  only  to 
be  entitled  to  the  very  small  rental  of  £5  6s. 
Now,  is  it  reasonable  for  any  member  of  this 
House  to  believe  that  any  person  having  hard 
cash,  being  asked  by  a  Native  to  lend  him 
money,  would  let  him  have  such  an  enormous 
sum  as  £500,  taking  into  consideration  that  he 
has  only  an  interest  of  four  hundred  some  odd 
acres,  bringing  in  a  rental  of  only  £5  68.  Sir, 
it  is  quite  absurd. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.  —  The  land  might  be 
worth  it. 

Mr.  HEKE.— The  land  might  be  worth  the 
money.  Well,  you  open  up  a  serious  phase  of 
the  question.  If  that  was  the  aim  of  the  person 
interested  in  lending  this  money  to  the  Native, 
then,  I  say  you  are  placing  that  gentleman 
in  a  very  unfortunate  position.  Now,  I  come 
to  another  Native,  Ani  Rikonoa.  She  re- 
ceived £300,  with  interest  up  to  date,  £380,  or 
something  not  far  short  of  that.  She  is  only 
interested  in  the  Matakitaki  Block.  She  is  not 
interested  in  Te  Kawakawa  or  Te  Kopi.  Her 
interest  there  is  425  acres.  The  rent  that  she 
is  entitled  to  receive  for  her  interest  is  only 
£5  4s.  9d.  Is  it  reasonable  to  believe  that 
any  man  would  lend  moneys  to  a  person 
who  is  only  entitled  to  430  odd  acres  on 
simply  an  agreement  to  mortgage  ?  And 
now,  treating  of  all  the  others,  I  desire  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  fact : 
that  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  any 
sane  man  would  lend  enormous  sums  such  as 
these.  And  might  I  inform  members  what 
this  man  —  Piripi  te  Mari— is  entitled  to? 
He  is  interested  in  Te  Eawakawa  Block  con- 
taining about  17,000  acres,  but  his  shares 
altogether  in  Te  Kawakawa  and  Matakitaki 
are  very  much  less,  because  there  are  several 
of  them  interested.  However,  the  loan  given 
to  him  amounts  to  £1,544.  Of  course  that  is 
including  interest  up  to  date,  I  believe.  Would 
you  believe,  gentlemen,  that  the  only  rent  this 
man  is  entitled  to  out  of  his  interest  is  about 
£40  a  year. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Is  it  proposed  they 
are  to  pay  this  money  back  ? 

Mr.  HEKE.— Yes ;  and  I  have  already  stated 
that  Mr.  Pbarazyn  has  at  the  present  time 
statutory  power  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
debts  owing  him.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  and  I 
do  not  want  to  exaggerate  at  all,  the  effect  of 
the  Bill  is  to  throw  back  the  position  of  the 
parties  to  that  which  existed  before  1894. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No ;  1895. 

Mr.   HEKE. — Pardon  me.    I  have  already 
quoted  the  section   wherein   the   Legislature 
Mr.  Heke 


considered  there  were  debts  existing  amongst- 
Natives  which  the  parties  could  not  recover,, 
and,  in  its  wisdom,  passed  section  11  of  the 
Act  of  1895,  enabling  those  parties  who  had 
lent  to  the  Natives  power  to  recover. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— But  that  is  1895 ;   you  said 
1894. 

Mr.  HEKE.— Quite  so.  I  said  it  is  bringing 
them  back  to  their  position  before  1894.  But 
the  parties  concerned  can  recover  payment  of 
these  moneys  by  the  Act  of  1895.  The  Nadvea 
concerned  have  made  allegations  against  Mr. 
Pharazyn.  I  am  not  going  to  miUce  nse  of 
those  allegations  here,  but  am  merely  going  to 
refer  to  them ;  and  the  matter  has,  I  think, 
already  been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Carroll.  They 
say  that  when  Mr.  Pharazyn  was  endeavouring 
to  get  signatures  of  the  Natives  interested  in 
these  blocks,  another  person  appeared  on  the 
scene  having  in  view  a  similar  object.  He  had 
a  lease  of  his  own,  and  he  made  an  effort  to 
get  the  signatures  of  the  very  same  Nativee 
interested  in  the  same  blocks,  resulting  in  a 
competition  between  the  two  contending  par- 
ties. The  Natives  allege  that  during  that  com- 
petition an  account  was  opened  by  the  agent 
for  Mr.  Pharazyn,  and  the  Natives  were  in- 
formed that  if  they  desired  any  moneys  they 
could  go  along  to  the  agent  and  obtain  a  loan, 
and  it  appears  to  me  reasonable  to  assume  that 
this  was  the  case.  The  other  man  was  ap- 
parently a  much  wiser  fellow,  because  he  did  not 
lend  moneys  at  all ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  got 
hold  of  signatures ;  and  the  strongest  point  in 
his  favour  is  that  he  never  got  the  Natives 
to  create  a  debt.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  it  appears, 
sold  his  rights  in  the  lease  to  Sinclair  and 
Te  Ama,  and  he  secured  himself  by  getting 
the  same  party  to  mortgage  back  to  him. 
The  parties  mside  an  agreement,  making  it  a 
condition  that  when  called  upon  by  Messrs. 
Sinclair  and  Te  Ama,  Mr.  Pharazyn  was  to 
get  the  Natives  to  carry  out  their  agreements 
with  him.  1  have  no  desire  to  deceive  honour- 
able members  in  any  way,  and  I  say  this  is  a 
case  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  serioos 
consideration,  and  have  it  referred  either  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  of  this  House 
or  else  to  a  Joint  Conmiittee  of  both  Houses, 
for  I  think  the  case  should  be  thoroughly 
investigated.  Whether  the  allegations  of  t^ 
Natives  are  true  or  not,  it  is  better  for  both 
parties  that  an  investigation  be  made.  I  ^so 
desire  to  say  that  in  my  private  capacity  I 
have  been  trying  to  make  an  arrangement 
between  these  Natives  and  Mr.  Pharazyn  and 
the  other  party — Messrs.  Sinclair  and  Te  Ama. 
However,  all  that  has  failed.  On  the  22nd 
of  last  month  I  wrote  a  letter  to  these  Na- 
tives, informing  them  that  I  did  not  want  to 
have  anything  more  to  do  with  the  case  they 
had  imposed  on  me,  and  now  I  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  it.  I  wish  to  repeat  that  honour- 
able members  must  not  run  away  with  the  idea 
that  Mr.  Pharazyn  has  no  remedy  against  the 
Natives,  or  that  there  is  no  power  given  him 
by  law  to  compel  the  Natives  to  pay  the 
moneys  they  have  received.  Mr.  Pharazyn 
has  that  right  under  section  11  of  the  Act  of 
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1885,  whioh  I  have  already  read.  The  liability 
Ib  noihisg  else  than  a  personal  debt,  and  that 
debt  the  Natiyes  aoknowledKe,  and  are  willing 
to  pay  in  the  best  way  possible. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— By  going  to  gaol. 

Mr.  HERE. —The  honourable  member  for 
Anekland  City  must  not  run  away  with  the 
idea  that  the  Natives  oonoerned  in  this  matter 
are  under  the  same  influenoes  as  the  Natives  in 
the  Taranaki  District.  As  far  as  I  can  under- 
stand, they  are  quite  willing  to  pay  the 
moneys.  The  debts  in  a  good  many  cases  were 
ozeated  by  the  parents  of  some  of  the  families, 
and  now  it  devolves  upon  them  to  pay;  but 
what  I  want  to  point  out  is  this:  that  Mr. 
Pharazyn  has  a  remedy  by  obtaining  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  the  moneys  lent  to  the 
Katives. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Has  he  any  security? 

Mr.  HEEE.— The  law  is  open  to  him  to  ob- 
tain that  now,  apart  from  the  statutory  right 
conferred  on  him  by  section  28  of  the  Act  of 
1896.  I  am  not  endeavouring  to  deceive  mem- 
bers at  all.  I  am  endeavouring  to  place  before 
them  what  is  really  Mr.  Pharazyn's  position. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbr. — What  security  can  he 
get? 

Mr.  HERE.— A  judgment  of  the  Court,  and 
a  charging  order  on  the  land  later  on.  Allow 
me  to  read  section  11  again  :— 

'*  Nothing  in  the  Act  contained  shall  operate 
to  defeat  or  prejudice  any  right  or  remedy 
which,  but  for  the  passing  of  the  Act,  any 
person  might  or  would  have  against  land 
owned  by  a  Native  in  respect  of  any  debt  or 
liability  incurred  by  such  Native  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  but  such  right  or  remedy 
may  be  exercised  as  fully  and  effectually 
as  if  the  Act  had  not  been  passed;  nor 
shall  anything  in  the  Act  contained  preclude 
the  acquisition  by  any  person  of  land  sold 
nnder  process  of  law  in  exercise  of  any  right 
or  remedy  as  aforesaid:  Provided  that  the 
Court  shall,  as  regards  the  exercise  of  any  such 
right  or  remedy,  make  all  inquiries  which  be- 
fore the  paesing  of  the  Act  would  have  been 
required  to  be  made  by  a  Trust  Commissioner 
in  respect  thereof,  and  may,  if  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  such  inquiries,  and  that  the  sale 
is  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
confirm  such  alienation. 

**  No  person  shall  be  debarred  from  the  bene- 
fit of  the  foregoing  provision  by  reason  only 
that  such  person  has,  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  taken  or  accepted  any  promissory  note  or 
other  obligation  or  security,  or  has  recovered 
judgment  in  any  Court  of  law,  in  respect  of  any 
debt  or  liability  as  aforesaid." 

My  point  is  this:  These  agreements  were 
made,  and,  by  the  Act  of  1894,  were  worth 
nothing,  but  by  the  Amending  Act  of  1896  they 
were  validated  again.  I  do  not  say  it  was  a 
wrong  thing  to  do,  but  I  do  say  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  at  all.  The 
amendment  by  the  insertion  of  the  word 
*' mortgage,"  was  accidentally  passed  in  this 
House,  and,  of  course,  the  Premier  says  he 
does  not  remember  my  speaking  to  him  about 
it  at  all.    That  is  rather  unfortunate.    1  did 


mention  the  fact  to  him,  and  he  simply  fhook 
his  head ;  perhaps  he  thought  I  was  trying  to 
"have"  him.  However,  nothing  can  be  said 
now  because  it  is  done.  As  Mr.  Pharazyn  has 
his  remedy  to  compel  the  Natives  to  pay  the 
debt,  then,  I  say,  that  is  sufficient.  These 
Natives  are  interested  in  these  lands,  and  1 
am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  good  many 
of  them  have  no  other  interests  outside 
the  interests  they  hold  in  the  lands  referred 
to ;  and  it  is  one  thing  in  their  favour 
that,  should  this  go  before  a  Trust  Com- 
missioner's Court,  I  believe  Mr.  Pharazyn 
will  run  the  risk  of  losing  the  amounts  he 
has  already  advanced  to  the  Natives.  The 
mortgage  deed  awaiting  the  signatures  of 
the  Natives  is  for  a  term  of  seven  years.  The 
position  of  the  Natives  will  be,  if  they  sign  the 
deed,  a  mighty  unfortunate  one,  because  the 
rent  each  Native  is  entitled  to  is  three  or  four 
times  less  than  the  interest  charged  on  the 
principal,  whioh  means  that  the  main  debt  in- 
creases every  year.  Take  the  case  of  Piripi  te 
Maari,  he  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Pharazyn  for  the 
sum  of  £1,544  29.  2d.  The  rent  he  is  entitled 
to  in  all  his  interests  in  the  two  blocks  amounts 
to  only  £48  a  year,  while  the  interest  on  the 
principal  amounts  to  something  like  £120  a 
year,  leaving  a  balance  of  interest  due  of  £72  a 
year,  whioh,  by  their  system  of  working  it,  is 
added  to  the  principal  debt.  It  would  be  far 
better,  then,  for  the  Natives  to  sell  right  out 
than  sign  a  legal  mortgage. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— What  is  the  £1,000  doing 
all  the  time? 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  think 
the  children  of  the  parents  who  created  the 
debts  partook  of  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member's 
time  is  up. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  Bill.  I  have  carefully  listened  to 
the  honourable  member  who  introduced  the 
Bill,  to  the  Premier,  and  to  the  other  speeches 
that  have  been  made,  and  I  have  come  to  this 
conclusion :  that  Mr.  Pharazyn  has  been  very 
badly  used,  and  that  the  Maoris  have  been  too 
smart  for  him,  and  that  they  borrowed  too 
much  money  from  him.  If  the  speech  of  the 
last  speaker  means  anything,  it  means  that  Mr. 
Pharazyn  has  been  taken  in — that  he  advanced 
far  too  much  money  to  the  Natives ;  and  now 
these  Natives,  having  over-borrowed  moneys 
on  their  lands,  come  to  this  House  and  ask  the 
House  to  pass  a  Bill  to  take  away  his  security 
—to  repudiate  the  whole  thing.  That  is  what 
it  means.  If  this  Bill  had  not  been  made  retro- 
spective I  should  not  have  had  anything  to  say 
about  it.  I  think  the  mischief  done  in  the 
Legislative  Council  last  session  should  be  at 
once  put  a  stop  to ;  but  this  Bill  being  retro- 
spective, it  would  be  not  only  taking  awav  Mr. 
Pbarazyn's  security  from  him,  but  would  pro- 
bably destroy  titles  to  land  all  over  the  North 
Island ;  there  ia  no  doubt  whatever  about  it. 
I  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Pharazyn. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Let  it  go  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— A  more  dangerous 
Bill  was  never  introduced  to  the  House.    I  do 
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not  think  it  possible  for  the  imagination  of 
man  ■  to  conceive  any  more  mischievoas  Bill 
than  this  if  passed  in  its  present  form ;  but  I 
cannot  think  this  House  would  think  of  pass- 
ing it  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Let  it  go  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— If  the  land  of  these 
Natives  is  so  valuable,  why  do  they  not  borrow 
and  pay  of!  Mr.  Pharazyn  ? 

Mr.  HEKE— It  is  not  valuable. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Mr.  Pharazyn  has 
been  very  badly  used,  and  it  is  Mr.  Pharazyn 
who  should  come  for  redress,  and  not  the 
Natives.  However,  as  the  Premier  suggests 
sending  the  Bill  to  a  Committee  I  shall  not 
waste  time.  I  hope  that  no  such  Bill,  with  a 
retrospective  clause  like  clause  8,  will  ever  be 
allowed  to  pass  this  House.  It  would  be  a 
most  dangerous  measure. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.  — It  should  be,  and  I 
think  is,  the  desire  of  every  member  of  this 
House  to  protect  against  all  transactions,  and 
especially  all  transactions  between  Natives 
and  Europeans ;  but  the  very  way  in  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  moved  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  assured  me  at  the  begio- 
ning  that  he  had  a  very  weak  case,  because  he 
must  have  known  that  in  the  very  first  instance 
the  Government  from  first  to  last  were  to 
blame.  We  were  told  that  even  the  officers 
knew  it,  and  tbey  thought  it  only  technical. 

Mr.  SED  DON.— They  did  not  know  it. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.  — I  think  the  Premier 
himself  said  that  two  of  them  had  examined  it 
and  thought  it  was  only  technical.  I  am  not 
going  to  say.  Sir,  that  the  Government  should 
be  ashamed,  because  I  believe  that  is  not  par- 
liamentary— the  use  of  that  word  has  already 
caused  a  row  in  this  House  before.  But  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  opinion  is  con- 
cerned, they  are  responsible,  and  they  should  go 
very  very  carefully  about  setting  it  right.  I  have 
heard,  Sir,  the  other  version  as  to  this  business. 
A  gentleman  in  the  Upper  House  said  that  if 
it  was  to  be  done  again  to-day  he  would  do  it 
in  the  same  manner ;  that  is  how  he  gets  out 
of  it.  That  is  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
I  am  not  saving  he  is  an  old  hand  at  it 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  would  not  be  allowed  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Under  just  the  same  set 
of  circumstances  he  would  do  the  same  thing 
again  to-morrow,  because  it  is  now  quite  clear 
that  we  are  continuously  doing  that  sort  of 
thing.  What  does  it  mean  ?  That  the  gentle- 
men at  the  head  have  either  too  much  to  do, 
or  else  the  staff  under  them  are  not  competent 
for  the  situations  they  are  occupying  ;  because 
in  a  business  of  this  sort,  where  the  Bill  had 
been  to  a  Committee  set  up  for  the  purpose 
of  revising  it,  and  then  has  received  the  con- 
sideration of  a  second  Committee  of  both 
Houses — they  bring  it  down  and  pass  it — and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll,  who  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  were  members  of  that  Committee — 
I  say.  What  excuse  can  there  be  ?  At  the 
same  time  I  am  not  going  to  waste  the  time  of 
the  House,  but  I  feel  strongly  that  there  are 
Mr.  R.  TJwmpson 


two  sides  to  this  question,  and  that  both  have 
been  argued  out,  and  both  are  blamable.  If  the 
individual  Natives  have  been  getting  £1J000 
and  £500— three  of  them,  I  see,  have  got  £2,580, 
and  their  interest,  they  state,  is  worth  only  no 
many  pounds  per  annum — how  did  they  get 
this  money  ?  By  misrepresentation,  I  take  it. 
Did  they  go  and  tell  this  gentleman  that  their 
interest  is  only  worth  so  many  pounds  per  an- 
num before  they  got  this  £1,000  out  of  him  ? 
Not  at  all.  They  were  then,  Sir,  making  the 
other  side  of  the  bargain,  and  we  know  very 
well  that  one  side  is  good  until  the  other  aide  ii 
told. 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  desire  to  make  a  personal 
explanation  in  reply  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  City.  Mr.  Pharazyn's  solici- 
tor was  the  solicitor  who  negotiated  the  lease 
for  Mr.  Pharazyn  with  these  Natives ;  and 
therefore  Mr.  Pharazyn  and  his  solicitor 
knew  perfectly  well  the  interests  and  renu 
that  were  to  be  paid  to  each  individual  who 
received  the  loan. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.  —  That  may  be  quite 
true.  Sir,  that  he  did ;  but  Mr.  Pharazyn  had 
his  eye  on  what  the  land  was  worth,  and, 
whatever  it  was  worth  to  them — the  Natives— 
it  might  be  worth  four  times  as  much  to  Mr. 
Pharazyn. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb.- That  makee  it  a  bad 
case. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— It  makes  it  that  way 
that  the  land  might  be  worth  very  little  to  one 
man  and  a  great  deal  to  another.  It  entirely 
depends  upon  what  it  is  utilised  for,  and  I  can- 
not quite  understand  it.  It  might  be  the  case, 
and  both  parties  might  be  right.  I  am  not 
desirous  of  following  this  business  up,  becaoae 
at  present  I  can  quite  see  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time  on  our  part.  Let  it  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  let  it  be  threshed  out  there. 
When  it  comes  back  I  hope  it  will  be  in  such  a 
shape  that  we  shall  not  pass  any  law  in  tbis 
House  that  will  take  from  this  gentleman,  or 
from  any  other  gentleman,  his  just  rights.  If 
the  statement  made  by  Sir  Robert  Stoat— and 
he  generally  knows  what  he  is  talking  about  io 
this  House — is  true,  what  situation  does  it 
place  the  Government  in  ?  They  may  have 
advanced  moneys  in  the  same  way,  and  it  may 
be  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  other 
persons  similarly  situated  that  we  do  not  at 
present  know  of.  Then,  I  say,  let  us  be  ex- 
tremely careful  in  what  we  are  doing ;  but  let 
us  do  what  is  well  and  right  to  all  the  parti«f 
concerned. 

Mr.  PIRANL— Sir,  if  ever  there  was  an  in- 
stance of  the  evil  results  of  the  meddling  oi 
the  present  Government  in  regard  to  the  Nft- 
tive-land  laws  of  the  colony  this  certainly  is 
one.  Hardly  a  session  passes  without  eom< 
amendment  of  the  Native-land  laws  being  pro- 
posed, and  the  effect  seems  to  be  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  to  make  **  confusion  worse 
confounded."  It  is  astonishing  to  hear  the 
virtuous  air  with  which  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment talk  about  the  bad  administration 
of  Native  lands,  and  about  the  people  who  are 
robbing  the  Native  lands  of  the  revenues  accru- 
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ing  from  them.  Why,  Sir,  there  was  a  return 
laid  upon  the  tahle  the  other  day  which  shows 
that  the  whole  of  the  revenue  of  one  blook  of 
land — Maungatu  No.  1 — has  been  dissipated 
by  the  trustees,  or  the  committee  of  manage- 
ment in  regard  to  that  blook.  Here  is  one 
instance  :  "  On  account  of  legal  fees  " — and  I 
would  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  notice  this 
thing,  because  he  told  us  the  other  day  that 
he  had  been  going  into  the  Native-land  trans- 
actions— *'  recently  paid,  out  of  a  total  revenue 
of  £750  there  was  £388  198.  lOd.  paid  to  one 
firm." 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — A  very  small  amount. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — A  very  small  amount — out  of 
£750  ?  There  are  other  items  just  as  bad ;  and 
what  is  the  total  result?  That  every  single 
penny  of  three  years*  revenue  has  been  spent 
m  this  way,  and  nothing  is  left  to  the  Natives. 
Yet  we  are  told  from  the  Government  benches 
with  virtuous  indignation  that  there  are  people 
in  this  country  robbing  the  Natives.  I  think 
if  these  paid  a  little  attention  to  matters  that 
•come  within  their  ken  there  would  be  less 
robbing  of  the  Natives  than  goes  on  at  the 
present  time.  In  regard  to  this  Bill  I  think 
it  is  following  up  the  bad  precedent  that  the 
Government  have  set  up  in  connection  with  all 
their  Government  land  administration— and 
that  is,  that  they  pooe  as  the  only  ones  who 
are  right,  and  nobody  else  should  have  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  If  instead  of  tinker- 
ing with  the  Native  -  land  laws  as  they 
are  doing  at  the  present  time — if  instead  of 
meddling  with  numbers  of  transactions  that 
take  place  a  t  the  present  moment,  the  Govern- 
ment brought  down  a  comprehensive  Act  in 
which  the  land  of  the  Natives  would  be  ren- 
dered inalienable,  not  only  to  outsiders  but  to 
the  Government  themselves,  and  this  land 
administered  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives  put 
somewhere  above  influence,  then  the  Natives 
would  get  the  benefit  of  the  revenues  derived 
from  their  land.  Now,  I  say  in  regard  to  this 
Bill,  that  if  it  is  right  to  repeal  the  legalising 
of  agreements  to  mortgage,  it  is  right  to  repeal 
the  effect  of  agreements  to  lease.  In  fact,  I 
think  the  agreements  to  mortgage  are  much 
less  harmful  than  an  agreement  to  lease,  be- 
cause what  is  the  result  ?  If  the  Natives,  as 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District  stated,  are  able  and  wish  to  pay  the 
money  back  as  tenants 

Mr.  HEKE.— I  did  not  say  ''able,"  but  I 
said  '*  willing." 

Mr.  PIRANI. — The  honourable  member  has 
just  answered  in  a  way  he  did  not  explain  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  and  that  is,  What 
security  have  the  tenants  of  these  Maoris  in 
the  event  of  this  Bill  being  passed  ?  He  says 
they  are  not  able  to  pay  the  money,  and  there- 
fore it  means  they  nave  had  the  moneys  ad- 
vanced— that  last  year  this  advance  was  legal- 
ised, and  this  year  we  are  to  say  that  the 
advance  is  illegal.  I  say  this  is  a  wrong  posi- 
tion for  any  Parliament  to  take  up;  because 
what  is  the  logical  position  of  an  error  made 
by  Parliament?  Simply  that  Parliament  has  a 
.  right  to  compensate  every  sufferer  by  its  own 


error,  and  no  doubt  when  this  amendment  was 
made  in  the  Act  the  eyes  of  the  Grovernment 
were  open  to  it.  We  have  had  the  admission 
by  the  Premier  that  he  not  only  knew  of  it, 
but  referred  it  to  two  responsible  officers,  and 
they  declared  the  effect  was  not  harmful. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  said  I  was  reminded  of  it. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  Premier  stated  he  re- 
ferred it  to  one  of  his  officers,  who  referred  it 
to  another,  and  the  effect  of  the  reference  was 
that  the  amendment  was  allowed  to  go  in. 
Therefore  the  amendment  was  put  in  the  Act 
under  the  eyes  of  the  Government,  and  Parlia- 
ment should  remedy  the  wrong  by  compensa- 
tion, and  not  in  the  manner  proposed  by  this 
Bill.  I  know  of  one  transaction  in  my  own 
district  that  was  legalised  under  this  Bill ;  it 
was  perfectly  genuine,  and  one  that  no  one 
who  knows  anything  about  it  would  have  any 
objection  to.  Yet  if  this  measure  were  passed 
this  transaction  would  be  rendered  illegal, 
and  the  man  who  advanced  the  money,  and 
completed  the  advance  under  the  Act  of 
1896,  would  have  his  security  imperilled,  and  he 
will  have  no  remedy  against  any  one.  I  say 
when  a  Bill  U  brought  in  to  meet  a  special 
case,  as  is  apparently  the  case  in  this  instance, 
that  case  should  be  specified,  and  that  should 
be  the  only  one  to  be  interfered  with  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill.  As  well  as  such  inter- 
ference it  should  provide  for  any  compensa- 
tion for  any  loss  under  the  measure.  I  think 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  an  independetit 
Conunittee — not  to  the  Native  Affairs  Commit- 
tee, but  to  a  special  Committee  to  be  set  up. 

An  Hon.  Member. —Refer  it  to  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — We  have  no  power  to  do  that ; 
that  must  be  done  in  connection  with  the  other 
House.  But  it  requires  a  Committee  of  men 
who  have  had  no  Native-land  transactions,  and 
are  not  mixed  up  in  these  affairs  in  any  way, 
either  as  advisers  or  in  any  other  direction, 
and  let  them  bring  up  a  report  as  to  the  proper 
method  to  adopt  to  remedy  the  error  committed 
by  Parliament  at  the  instance  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  this  is  not  done,  I  do  not  think  there 
is  much  prospect  of  a  measure  of  this  sort 
passing  into  law. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  hope  the  good  sense 
of  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  last  spoke  will  commend  itself  to  the 
Premier.  I  do  not  desire  to  prolong  the  debate, 
or  say  anything  disagreeable  to  the  Premier 
in  reference  to  the  course  taken  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  the  circumstances  that 
led  up  to  bringing  in  this  Bill,  but  I  am  quite 
sure  that  there  are  not  a  tenth  part  of  the 
members  of  this  House  who  understand  this 
question.  I  do  not  profess  to  understand  it 
thoroughly  myself;  it  requires  a  good  deal 
of  legal  knowledge  to  take  in  the  whole 
bearings  of  the  question ;  and,  beyond  this, 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  difference  in  the  state- 
ments made  during  the  debate  by  different 
people  on  matters  of  fact.  No  doubt  the 
honour  of  Parliament,  after  what  has  passed, 
in  considerably  involved — the  honour  of  both 
Houses — and  I  think  it  will  be  establishing  a 
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very  wrong  precedent  if  we  read  a  second  time 
a  Bill  alfirming  the  principle  involved  in  this 
Bill — that  you  can,  after  legislating  one  year 
in  a  particular  direction,  set  aside  the  decision 
you  came  to— do  away  with  the  legislation  of 
a  previous  year  without  compensation  to  those 
who  may  have  acted  on  it,  and  will  suffer  from 
the  change.  We  have  no  right,  I  contend,  by 
an  Act  of  this  kind,  to  avoid  paying  compensa- 
tion to  Natives  if  they  have  been  wronged  by 
an  Act  of  the  Legislature.  I  ask  the  Premier 
to  accept  this  as  the  proper  thing  to  do — to 
pass  this  resolution,  **  That  before  reading  this 
Bill  a  second  time  the  whole  question  of  the 
wrong  alleged  U)  have  been  done  to  the 
Natives  should  be  referred  for  inquiry  and 
report  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses." 
Then  you  will  at  once  deal  with  the  question 
as  between  both  Houses  which  is  involved  in 
this,  and  also  enable  the  Legislature  to  come 
to  the  question  with  the  requisite  information, 
and  take  legal  advice  on  the  subject.  I  hope 
the  Premier  will  accept  this  as  a  solution  of 
the  difficulty.  The  House  ought  not,  as  a 
matter  of  principle,  to  be  called  on  to  affirm 
what  this  Bill  seeks  to  establish  before  due  in- 
quiry has  been  held  into  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  customarv  to 
refer  a  Bill  to  a  Committee  till  it  has  been 
read  a  second  time,  unless  when  a  Bill  is  read 
a  second  time  pro  formd  with  a  view  to  its 
being  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— We  might  adjourn  the 
debate,  but  we  ought  not  to  read  the  Bill  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — You  might  put  it  this 
way :  that  it  be  not  referred  to  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  till  it  has  been  investigated 
by  such  a  Committee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— But  we  shall  still  be 
affirming  the  principle. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— A  Bill  is  hardly  ever  sent 
to  a  Committee  till  it  has  been  read  a  second 
time.  The  stages  of  a  Bill  are :  first  reading, 
second  reading,  Committee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  Then,  refer  it  to  a 
Royal  Commission  if  you  will — we  are  in  the 
way  of  appointing  Royal  Commissions  just  now. 
But  I  say  it  is  wrong  for  the  House  to  affirm  a 
thing  of  this  kind  by  a  second  reading.  It  is  a 
confiscatory  measure — nothing  else.  I  do  not 
say  the  Bill  is  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee, 
but  the  alleged  wrong  to  the  Natives. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  you  will  gain  your 
object  by  putting  it  in  the  way  I  have  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Will  the  Premier  ac- 
cept the  resolution  so  modified  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  mentioned  during  the 
course  of  my  remarks  that  it  would  be  referred 
to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  It  has,  how- 
ever, been  pointed  out  that  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee,  owing  to  its  being  constituted  of 
members  most  of  whom  are  acquainted  with 
Maori  matters,  should  be  the  last  Committee 
to  send  it  to. 

Hon.  Members.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well;  I  propose  this 
course :  To  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  and 
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then  I  will  give  notice  of  a  special  Committee 
to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council.  I 
think  that  would  meet  the  case,  and  I  will, 
moreover,  inquire  whether  it  is  neoesaary  thAt, 
pending  investigation,  any  suspensory  l^sla- 
tion  should  be  passed  or  not.  I  will  not  aak 
the  House  to  do  more  than  read  it  a  seeoiid 
time,  and  I  will  give  notice  of  the  Committee 
for  Tuesday. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  can  do  nothing  Iml 
accept  what  the  honourable  gentleman  offers; 
but  if  any  one  calls  for  a  division  on  the  second 
reading  I  shall  feel  bound — believing,  as  I  do* 
that  it  would  be  affirming  a  principle — to  vote 
against  the  affirmation  of  that  principle. 

g  QQ  Mr.  SLIGO.— Sir,  I  hope  this  House 
will  accept  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier.  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  reasonable  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  at  all 
events.  I  would  like  to  say,  further,  that  it  i» 
all  very  well  to  tell  the  House  that  a  word 
found  its  way  into  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  a 
surreptitious  manner,  and  that  the  effect  of 
that  word  was  not  known  at  the  time.  I  am 
afraid  we  can  get  very  little  satisfaction  as  to 
whether  that  was  the  case  or  not,  and,  however 
that  may  be,  we  are  dealing  with  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  under  chat  Act  of  Parliament 
transactions  have  taken  place.  Those  who 
have  entered  into  these  transactions  have 
a  right  to  be  protected,  because  they  have 
acted  under  an  Act  of  Parliament ;  and,  if 
any  individuals  have  lent  money  in  con- 
nection with  that  Act,  I  say  it  would  be  a 
wrong  thing  to  do  a  further  injnstioe  in 
attempting  to  set  things  right  by  perpetaat- 
ing  an  injustice  in  another  direction,  and  m> 
enforcing  suffering  upon  those  individuals.  I 
could  never  consent  to  such  a  course,  and,  to 
far  as  my  action  goes,  I  shall  avoid  doing  this 
wrong.  Therefore  I  hope  the  House  will 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Premier.  It 
would  be  entirely  wrong  to  deprive  an  in- 
dividual of  security  taken  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament  without  making  provision  so  thai 
that  individual  should,  either  from  Pajrliameot 
or  in  some  other  way,  receive  the  value  of  his 
security.  I  could  never  dream  of  countaii- 
ancing  such  a  course,  and  I  hope  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Premier  will  be  followed,  in  order 
that  the  House  may  be  led  to  see  what  it  is 
right  to  do  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.- Sir,  it  is  very  astonish- 
ing to  hear  the  various  views  of  honourable 
members  in  this  House  on  this  question.  The 
honourable  member  for  Riccarton,  when  he  eot 
up  to  discuss  the  Bill,  told  the  House  be  did 
not  understand  it,  and  immediately  after  he 
went  on  to  say  that  it  was  an  act  of  oonfiMS- 
tion.  Now,  if  he  did  not  understand  the  qnet- 
tion,  how  could  he  possibly  say  that  what  vai 
proposed  was  an  act  of  confiscation?  It 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
what  I  may  call  absurd  nonsense  talked  about 
this  question  of  an  Act  of  Parlieunent  being 
got  behind.  Sir,  if  an  individual  gets  a  titte 
by  fraud,  by  an  action  which  is  not  cocreot. 
and  is  against  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  then 
by  some    means    slips    a    word    into    a   Bill 
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that  is  paBsing  through  Parliament,  and  so 
getB  an  illegal  transaction  made  legal,  is  it 
not  proper  for  this  House  to  say  tiiat  that 
gentleman  shall  not  reap  the  advantage  of  his 
own  wrongful  action — that  he  has  only  tried  to 
get  a  title  by  fraud.  Now,  what  was  the  posi- 
tion of  this  man?  He  knew  perfectly  well 
when  he  was  engaged  in  the  transactions  that 
he  was  doing  an  illegal  thing;  but  he  specu- 
lated like  many  other  people  in  Maori  lands, 
on  the  chance  of  some  legislation  passing  by 
which  he  could  get  his  title  made  good,  and 
then  he  would  save  his  money,  and,  if  not,  then 
it  would  be  lost.  This  man  went  into  the 
matter  as  a  mere  speculation,  knowing  from 
the  past  history  of  the  colony  that  the  chances 
were  he  would  get  his  title  rectified.  No  one 
can  deny,  if  they  go  into  the  history  of  the 
matter,  that  that  is  the  case;  and  when  I 
hear  honourable  members  talking  about  this 

gsnUeman  being  badly  used,  and  saying  that 
e  lent  more  on  the  land  than  it  was  worth,  I 
ask,  Does  it  occur  to  any  one  that  this  land  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  man  who  lent  money  on  it, 
that  he  was  the  tenant,  and  knew  its  value 
better  thau  any  one?  Was  it  likely  that  he 
would  lend  too  much  money  upon  it  ?  When  I 
hear  such  absurd  nonsense  talked  in  the  House 
it  makes  my  blood  boil.  Are  we  to  have  men 
in  this  House  saying  that  we  should  protect 
by  Act  of  Parliament  the  swindling  of  men 
who  have  got  the  Native  lands  so  that  hun- 
dreds of  Natives  are  left  landless?  Let  me 
tell  the  House  and  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  that  the  day  is  coming,  and  is  not 
far  distant,  when  they  will  have  to  provide  for 
the  Natives  who  have  been  made  landless  by 
the  speculators  in  this  colony — that  they  will 
have  to  provide  for  the  landless  Natives  that 
they  and  their  friends  have  robbed  of  their 
land.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  stand 
up  and  try  to  defend  these  poor  Natives  from 
those  who  have  speculated  upon  them  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  8LI60.— Did  not  you  allow  them? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  a  baby  in  respect  of  these  trans- 
actions.   He  knows  nothing  about  them. 

Mr.  SLIGO.— I  know  something  about 
ordinary  honesty. 

Mr  /.  McKENZIE.— Very  well,  you  do  not 
know  anything  about  Native-land  transactions 
in  the  North  Island ;  but  if  you  want  a  lesson 
in  this  matter  come  to  me  and  I  will  show  you 
some  cases  that  will  astonish  you.  I  know  the 
honourable  gentleman  intends  to  be  honest 
and  straight,  and  to  do  his  best  in  these  things, 
bat  he  knows  absolutely  nothing  of  what  has 
been  going  on  in  the  North  Island  in  the  way 
of  getting  land  from  the  Natives. 

Mr.  SLIGO.— I  do  not  profess  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— You  '*  do  not  profess 
to."  I  am  glad  to  hear  it,  as  it  shows  that 
we  have  one  honest  man  amongst  us.  Very 
well,  now  let  me  go  on  to  the  facts  of  the 
matter.  Here  is  a  gentleman  well  known  in 
this  district,  well  known  in  the  Wairarapa  dis- 
trict, as  a  wealthy  landowner.  He  takes  a 
lease  from  the  Natives  of  a  certain  portion  of 


their  lands,  and  then  commences,  as  has  always 
been  done,  to  lend  money  to  the  Natives,  until 
by-and-by  he  has  lent  them  so  much  money 
that  the  interest  upon  it  comes  to  more  than 
the  rent  which  he  has  to  pay  for  the  land* 
When  he  has  reached  that  point,  it  is  then 
only  a  question  of  a  certain  number  of  yeara 
before  the  land  becomes  entirely  his  own. 
The  interest  and  compound  interest  totals 
up  to  such  an  amount  that  the  mortgage  ex- 
tends until  the  land  becomes  his  own.  That- 
is  exactly  what  this  gentleman  has  done  here. 
Let  me  give  honourable  members  a  few  of  the 
cases  showing  how  the  Native  jdroprietors — the 
landowners — stand  towards  their  tenants.  We- 
have  here  one  man  owning  8,400  acres ;  he  has 
borrowed  £1,544  2s.  7d.  by  way  of  mortgage,, 
the  rent  due  to  him  is  £48,  and  the  amount  of 
interest  on  the  loan  is  £120 ;  so  that  it  takes 
£72  a  year  out  of  this  Native's  pocket  to  give- 
to  his  own  tenant  to  keep  possession  of  his 
land. 

An  Hon.  Mxubkb. — No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Of  course  it  is.    Then> 
we  have  the  next  one.    He  has  several  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  the  rent  is  £88,  the  amount  • 
borrowed  is  £1,883  12s.  6d.,  and  the  interest- 
upon  it  £108 ;  so  that  he  requires,  in  addition  to  • 
his  rent,  to  pay  £69  14s.  5d.  to  his  own  tenant 
every  year  for  the  purpose  of  holding  his  land. 
The  thing  is  absurd.    Then  we  have  the  next 
case— 1,200  acres ;  he  gets  £14  9s.  7d.  rent,  has 
borrowed  £588  7s.  6d.,  and  the  interest  is  £44  ; 
so  that  he  has  to  make  up  £29  lOs.  5d.    Then 
we  have  the  next,  holding  1,600  acres  ;  rent,  £24 
lis.  5d. ;  amount  borrowed,  £422  8s.  6d. ;  and  in- 
terest, £86 :  he  has  to  find  £11  8s.  7d.   The  next 
case  is  smaller,  the  owner  has  265  acres ;  rent  - 
£8  5s.  6d. ;  he  has  borrowed  £109  6s.  8d.,  and  the 
interest  is  £8;  so  that  he  has  to  find  £4  14s.  6d. 
Let  me  tell  honourable  members  this :  that  if 
there  are  any  members  of  the  House  silly  enough 
to  believe  that  this  Mr.  Pharazyn  has  been  badly 
used,  then  I  pity  the  electors  of  the  colony  who 
sent  them  here.    Every  one  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  knows  perfectly  well  that  • 
Mr.  Pharasyn  is  well  able  to  take  care  of  him- 
self.   He  no  doubt  went  into  this  speculation 
with  a  toss  up :  "  Heads  I  win,  and  tails  the 
other  loses.'*    He  knew  perfectly  the  nosition 
from  past  experience,  and  I  have  no  doubt  if 
his  past  titles  were  searched  there  might  be 
found  some  flaws  in  them.    He  said,  '*I  will 
venture  into  this  speculation,  and  if  I  succeed 
it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  me,  and  if  I  lose  I 
will  only  lose  a  certain  sum  of  money."    The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  this  :   Mr.  Pharazyn  went 
into   this  matter  in  this  way,  and  when  he 
made    that    secret    arrangement    with     the- 
Natives   he   made   it   a  condition   that   they 
should  at  some  time  sign  a  mortgage  for  the 
land.    But  it  was  an  illegal  transaction.    He 
entered  into  an  illegal  transaction,  knowing . 
that  it  was  illegal,  and  he  trusted  to  time  and 
the  opportunities  he  would  have  of  making, 
his  title  legal.    How  did  he  do  it?    He  em- 
ployed his  lawyer  in   Wellington  to  try  and 
influence  some  member  of  the  Legislature.    It  • 
has  been  stated  by  the  honourable   member  * 
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who  moved  the  amendmenfc  that  it  was  at 
the  request  of  this  gentleman's  lawyer  he 
moved  to  insert  the  word  which  has  resulted 
in  the  position  we  have  at  the  present  time.  I 
ask  honourable  members.  Can  they  justify 
matters  of  that  sort  before  any  reasonable 
•people  in  the  colony?  The  solicitor  of  the 
man  in  Wellington  influencing  a  member  of 
Parliament  to  insert  a  word  in  an  Act  which 
made  him  a  present  of  thousands  of  pounds. 
That  is  the  question  which  honourable  mem- 
bers have  to  face.  Then,  as  to  all  this  cry  about 
an  Act  of  Parliament :  I  am  as  desirous  of  up- 
holding Acts  of  Parliament  as  most  people; 
but  when  an  Act  of  Parliament  is  got  by  fraud 
I  am  prepared,  when  that  fraud  is  proved,  to 
upset  it ;  and  the  House  has  a  perfect  right 
to  do  so.  It  is  clear  to  me— as  clear  as  that 
the  sun  will  rise  to-morrow  morning — that  in 
this  North  Island  of  New  Zealand  there  are 
any  amount  of  titles  at  the  present  moment 
which  are  considered  good,  but  which  if  we 
had  a  legal  gentleman  brought  to  this  country 
who  knew  nothing  about  the  individuals  in- 
terested, either  Natives  or  Europeans — if  these 
oases  were  placed  before  him,  independent 
entirely  of  the  people  interested,  one-half  of 
the  titles  in  the  North  Island  would  be  found 
to  have  been  got  by  fraud.  I  know  what  I  am 
talking  about,  and  I  could  find  such  cases  and 
prove  them.  And  I  say  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  colony  has  legalised  any  amount  of  these 
transactions  owing  to  the  defective  legislation 
of  Parliament.  And  the  hbnourable  member 
for  Patea  knows  it  perfectly  well.  I  can 
see  by  his  face  that  he  knows  that  every  word 
I  have  said  is  true.  I  am  not  going  to  say  any 
more  on  the  subject  at  the  preBent  time.  I 
shall  have  many  other  opportunities  of  discuss- 
ing the  subject.  I  have  information  which  I 
will  some  time  give  to  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Native- land  transactions  of  some 
Europeans  in  the  North  Island.  In  the  mean- 
time I  say  we  should  pass  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  and  send  it  to  a  Committee— I  do 
not  care  what  Committee,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned— send  it  to  a  Committee  of  any  members 
of  the  House  who  have  a  desire  to  act  straight- 
forwardly and  honestly.  Let  the  whole  of 
the  facts  be  placed  before  that  Committee, 
and  it  will  be  for  them  to  say  to  the  House 
whether  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  last 
session  has  been  such  as  to  allow  this  gentle- 
man to  get  the  advantage  of  an  Act  which  he 
never  expected  to  get,  which  he  got  by  a  mere 
'*  fluke,"  by  his  own  lawyer  asking  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  to  insert  one  word  in  the  Act 
of  last  session.  Then  there  is  another  question : 
How  many  more  transactions  of  the  same  sort 
have  been  legalised  by  this  kind  of  thing  ?  Was 
it  ever  intended  to  be  legalised  ?  I  guarantee 
that  each  member  of  the  other  House  will  tell 
the  Committee  that  he  had  no  idea  of  what 
was  being  done  when  that  amendment  was 
passed  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  will  say  the  same  thing: 
they  will  not  be  prepared  to  say  that  they  knew 
what  the  efleot  of  this  amendment  was  when 
they  allowed  it  to  pass  last  session.  I  venture 
Mr.  J.  McKenaie 


to  say,  if  they  had  known  the  effect  of  that 
amendment  tney  would  not  have  agreed  to  it, 
and  the  Act  in  its  present  shape  would  not  have 
become  law  ;  and  this  gentleman  for  whom  so 
much  sympathy  has  been  shown  to-night  would 
now  be  in  exactly  the  position  he  ought  to  hi 
in  for  having  dabbled  illegally  in  Native  land. 
Mr.  PEHE. — I  think  the  proper  course  to 
adopt  would  be  that  this  Bill  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee,  as  suggested  by  the 
Premier,  in  order  that  that  Committee  should 
consider  the  Bill  carefully  and  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Natives  and  the  Europeans  to 
explain  the  position.  I  say,  if  this  Bill  is  thrown 
out  that  will  practically  be  an  admission  on  the 
part  of  the  House  that  it  is  willing  that  Maoris 
should  be  treated  unjustly,  because  this  Eurti- 
pean  has  behaved  in  a  reprehensible  way  to- 
wards these  Natives.  His  first  wrongful  action 
was  when  he  acted  in  contravention  of  the  Na- 
tive Lands  Frauds  Prevention  Act.  That  Act 
provides  that  it  must  be  ascertained  that  a  Native 
alienating  his  land  must  have  sufficient  left  for 
his  support.  But  in  this  instance  the  European 
knew  that  some  of  the  Natives  with  whom  be 
was  negotiating  had  absolutely  no  other  land 
whatsoever.  That  did  not,  however,  deter  him 
from  his  purpose.  He  acted  as  though  they 
were  in  a  position  to  legally  deal  with  the  land. 
Another  thing  I  will  point  out  is  that  the  debts 
owing  by  these  young  people  were  not  con- 
tracted by  them.  The  land  should  not  pass  to 
this  European  as  a  discharge  for  those  debtk 
The  Maoris  do  not  wish  to  repudiate  wh«t  they 
owe  to  this  European.  The  way  they  look  at 
the  matter  is  this  :  their  fathers  left  them 
nothing  else  but  this  land.  This  land  now 
lies  under  these  disabilities,  and  it  is  at  pre- 
sent in  this  position:  that  if  they  do  not 
pay  the  debts  incurred  within  a  given  time 
the  land  will  be  put  up  to  auction  and  sold, 
and  they  will  be  left  entirely  landless.  I 
say  to  this  House  that  the  land  should  be 
retained  for  the  benefit  of  those  people.  Let 
the  European's  money  be  given  iMiok  to  him 
— that  is,  the  money  that  he  has  a  right  to 
expect  should  be  returned ;  but  do  not  let 
any  interest  be  paid  to  him,  because  he  was 
acting  wrongly  when  he  advanced  the  money. 
This  House  should  extend  equal  treatment  to 
the  Europeans  and  the  Natives  concerned  in  the 
transaction,  because  the  advances  were  made  to 
the  Natives  before  he  acted  in  the  wrong  man- 
ner he  did  in  connection  with  the  land.  Nov, 
though  he  has  evaded  the  law,  I  still  say  this: 
Let  the  money  he  has  advanced  be  paid  back 
to  him,  but  do  not  let  it  bear  interest ;  and 
let  the  rent  accruing  from  the  land  be  used  to 
pay  off  the  amount  of  the  original  debt.  No 
matter  how  long  it  may  take  the  land  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  in  that  manner,  that  should  be 
the  manner  of  securing  the  land  in  the  poesas- 
sion  of  the  children.  But  if  the  matter  is,  as 
suggested,  referred  to  a  Committee,  that  Com- 
mittee will  look  into  the  question  tborongbiy 
and  decide  what  is  the  best  course  to  take  to 
insure  redress  being  given  to  Natives  and 
Europeans  also.  I  think  we  are  wasting  a 
great  deal  of  time  over  this  Bill,  and  it  would 
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be  better  to  act  as  I  have  stated  so  that  the 
Government  may  carry  out  their  proposals  to 
iosure  justice  being  done  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  MONK.— Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  this  measure.  I  regret  very  much 
that  the  Minister  of  Lands  should  have  spoken 
as  he  did  this  evening.  This  Bill,  to  my  mind, 
has  been  introduced  in  a  very  improper  manner. 
It  should  have  been  placed  before  the  House, 
and  then  referred  without  discussion  to  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  it  and  to  inquire  into  its 
merits.  I  think  it  is  very  unseemly  for  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  stand  up  as  he  did  this 
evening  and  condemn  a  person  who  is  not  here 
to  explain  bis  position.  Besides  that,  the 
Minister  has  been  prejudicing  the  feeling  of 
the  House  against  those  who  engaged  in  the 
transactions  alluded  to  in  the  Bill.  No  one,  I 
think,  will  say  that  I  sympathize  with  the 
Europeans  as  against  the  Natives.  My  sym- 
pathies are  all  in  the  other  direction;  and  I 
would  remind  the  Hon.  the  Premier  that 
ten  years  ago  m  this  Chamber  I  recommended 
the  passing  of  an  Act  which  would  have  pre- 
vented all  the  troubles  which  have  taken 
place  since  then.  Let  me  assure  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  that  not  an  Act  has  been 
passed — not  an  Act  in  connection  with  the 
Native  lands — but  has  inflicted  a  wrong  either 
on  a  European  or  a  Native,  sometimes  on  both. 
And  before  this  session  closes  I  shall  bring  be- 
fore the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  Pre- 
mier a  transaction  that  is  incredibly  worse 
than  that  which  is  now  occupying  our  atten- 
tion. Then,  again.  Sir,  let  me  mention  this : 
that  we  should  not  have  an  Act  with  the  com- 
prehensive scope  which  this  Act  possesses.  We 
should  have  had  an  Act  dealing  with  this 
Hpecific  instance  of  wrongdoing,  and  not  an 
Act  that  will  interfere,  may  be,  with  twenty  or 
thirty  other  transactions  which  have  been 
entered  into  lawfully  and  rightfully.  But  let 
me  say  this:  I  know  something  about  the 
Natives;  and  I  say  that  on  the  face  of  this 
transaction  there  is  reason  for  the  suspicion 
that  this  land  should  be  liable  for  the  moneys 
advanced  to  the  Natives. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— How  many  of  the  transac- 
tions ? 

Mr.  MONK.— That  is  not  the  point— that  the 
moneys  advanced  were  out  of  proportion  to  the 
annual  rent  paid  by  the  lessee.  You  will  find 
any  number  of  transactions  between  ourselves 
nf  the  same  nature.  Is  it  not  the  very  essence 
of  our  business  and  commerce  that  we  allow 
others  to  become  our  debtors  when  we  know 
that  they  possess  property  that  will  cover  the 
advance  made  to  them  ?  Now,  I  do  not  care  to 
prejudice  my  mind  in  the  matter  at  all,  and 
I  shall  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  remarks 
made  by  those  who  have  spoken  so  strongly 
from  the  Ministerial  benches  this  evening.  I 
think  it  was  highly  improper,  and,  with  all 
respect  to  them,  I  censure  them  for  so  doing. 
I  am  glad.  Sir,  the  Premier  has  emphasized 
so  much  the  fact  that  there  are  landless 
Natives  in  this  colony.  Let  me  tell  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  that  I  can  point 
to  Native  transactions— that  is,  transactions 


between  the  Natives  and  the  Government 
— which  have  made,  to  my  knowledge,  more 
landless  Natives  than  the  transactions  between 
the  Europeans  and  the  Natives.  I  am  not 
going  to  defend  many  of  the  transactions  that 
I  know  have  taken  place  between  the  Euro- 
peans and  the  Natives.  They  are  wrong ;  but, 
Sir,  it  is  the  fault  of  our  legislation.  If  we  had 
passed  an  Act  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  to  this 
effect:  that  no  European  should  be  able  to 
purchase  from  the  Natives  a  larger  area  of  land 
than  a  person  can  now  obtain  from  the  Govern- 
ment under  the  land-laws  of  the  colony,  and 
that  there  should  be  no  power  whatever  to  mort- 
gage—all would  have  been  well.  And  will  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  say  he  did  not 
know  that  the  word  "  mortgage  *'  was  in  the  Act 
last  year?  Why  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  called  his  attention 
to  it,  but  he  shook  his  head.  It  is  all  very  well. 
Sir,  to  be  virtuous  when  we  find  some  transac- 
tion of  which  we  do  not  approve,  or  did  not 
expect ;  but  the  right  thing  to  do  is  to  legislate 
so  honestly  in  this  House  that  we  can  feel 
sure  that  everything  is  right,  and  that  there  i» 
no  surreptitious  introduction  of  provisions  for 
personal  gain  that  will  work  injuriously  to  any 
one.  But  this  Act  is  quite  in  keeping  with  the 
laws  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  introduced  into  this  Chamber  within  the 
last  five  or  six  years.  Have  not  these  laws 
constantly  had  provisions  which  have  concealed 
purposes  and  intentions  of  which  the  House 
knew  nothing  ?  What  about  the  banking  legis- 
lation, and  the  Consols  Bill,  and  many  others? 
Now,  let  me  come  back  to  the  Land  Act — 
which  I  say  would  have  saved  all  the  trouble  — 
a  Land  Act  not  allowing  a  mortgage  on  the 
land,  or  allowing  Europeans  to  acquire  more 
land  than  can  be  acquired  under  the  present 
land-laws  of  the  colony,  and  providing  that  in 
all  transactions  betwixt  the  Natives  and  the 
Government  care  should  be  taken  not  to  leave 
them  landless,  as  they  have  already  left  many 
landless.  Sir,  some  of  the  Natives  are  on  the 
Charitable  Aid  Boards  of  this  colony.  Further, 
this  Act  I  speak  of  should  have  provided  for 
the  Maoris  getting  a  reasonable  price  for  their 
land,  and  not  by  enactments  enabling  the  Go- 
vernment to  practise  on  them  downright  ex- 
tortion. The  Government  need  not  have  bought 
large  estates  from  the  Europeans ;  they  could 
have  secured  an  ample  amount  of  land  from 
the  Natives  to  satisfy  all  the  demands  of 
European  settlement.  I  am  not  going  to 
detain  the  Premier  long  ;  I  know  he  is  anxious 
to  get  through ;  but  I  would  ask  the  honour, 
able  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill  why 
he  did  not  first  take  it  before  a  Committee, 
without,  as  has  been  done,  prejudicing  the 
Natives  and  the  European  who  entered  into 
the  transaction.  This  Committee  could  have 
searched  out  all  the  facts  of  the  case  and  mar- 
shalled them  before  the  House,  and  an  Act 
could  have  been  introduced  dealing  with  this 
case  only ;  and.  if  other  cases  arise  of  similar 
transactions  that  have  been  dishonest  and 
fraudulent,  I  shall  recommend  the  Minister 
of  Native  Affairs  to  introduce  measures  which 
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will  pievent  the  Nativea  being  defrauded — I  do 
not  mind  how  many — but  they  mast  be  mes- 
sares  to  deal  with  the  specific  instances  of  fraud, 
not  wide  -  sweeping  legislation  that,  while 
redressing  one  wrong,  may  inflict  many  others 
that  may  demand  subsequent  legislation  to 
amend. 

Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  I  must  say  the 
proceedings  in  this  House  are  rather 
•extraordinai^.  Here  are  the  affairs  of  private 
■individuals  in  connection  with  transactions  in 
Native  lands  brought  before  this  House,  which, 
I  contend,  is  no&  a  tribunal  with  sufficient 
Icnowledge  to  form  a  proper  judicial  opinion 
on  a  case  of  this  kind.  This  is  a  case  which  I 
find  it  very  difficult  to  deal  with  as  far  as  I 
mvself  am  concerned,^!  have,  if  I  may  be 
flowed  to  say  so,  some  knowledge  of  Native- 
land  laws,  and  some  knowledge  of  the  law, 
i>ut  really  I  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  fol- 
lowing the  position  as  disclosed  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  And,  Sir,  how  are  members  of  this 
House  who  come  from  the  Middle  Island, 
and  who  do  not  know  anything  about  these 
questions,  and  of  the  complexities  that  sur- 
round all  these  Native -land  transactions, 
how  are  they  to  form  a  proper  and  un- 
biassed opinion  on  a  case  of  this  kind?  Sir, 
I  think  it  is  a  case  of  gross  injustice  to  a  settler 
outside  this  House  to  bring  up  his  afiairs  in 
this  way,  and  to  make  statements  about  him 
fiuch  as  have  been  made,  implying  that  he 
has  been  guilty  of  dishonesty.  The  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  is  very  fond  of 
throwing  these  wild  and  reckless  charges  about, 
made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  this  title 
was  acquired  by  fraud.  Well,  what  is  acquired 
technically  illegally  is  not  necessarily  acquired 
by  fraud ;  and  it  is  a  most  cowardly  thing  for 
any  man 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  cannot  apply  such 
a  term  as  that  to  a  member  of  the  House ;  it 
must  be  at  once  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McLE  AN.— Sir,  I  withdraw  the  word 
'*  cowardly."  I  say  it  is  not  correct  for  a 
man  in  the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  to  apply  to  settlers  outside  this  House 
a  statement  that  they  have  acquired  their 
lands  by  fraud,  unless  he  is  in  a  position  to 
prove  such  a  statement,  and  even  then  it  is  not 
a  proper  thing  to  make  use  of  parliamentary 
privileges  to  make  statements  about  settlers 
outside  this  House  in  the  way  in  which  the 
Minister  of  Lands  has  too  frequently  been  in 
the  habit  of  doing.  All  those  who  know  any- 
thing about  Native  -  land  transactions  know 
that  they  are  full  of  difficulties  —  that  the 
settlers  in  acquiring  land  either  under  the 
leasehold  or  freehold  tenure  have  to  spend 
very  many  years  very  often  in  acquiring  tnose 
titles,  so  that  the  actual  amount  of  the  con- 
sideration-money placed  in  the  deed  does  not 
represent  the  real  cost  to  the  settler  of  the 
land ;  and  in  that  way  people  have  got  under  the 
impression  that  in  private  transactions  with  the 
Natives  the  Natives  come  off  the  worst.  Well, 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  the  Native,  as  often  as  not,  has  got  the 
best  of  it,  and  not  the  European.  But  what 
Mr.  Monk 


about  the  Government  transactions  with  th« 
Natives?  Practically,  now,  we  find  the  Go- 
vernment have  resumed  the  pre-emptive  right 
to  Native  land.  I  am  not  altogether  taUng 
exception  to  that;  but  what  about  the  prices 
they  give  the  Natives?  We  have  had  this 
return  laid  before  us  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  and  these  are  the  sort  of  prices  they 
give  for  blocks  of  Native  lands.  Thia,  Sir,  is 
under  the  Minister  of  Lands:  2s.  an  acrs 
for  8,000  acres;  2s.,  2s.,  2s.,  2s.,  Ss.,  da.  6d., 
4s.  6d.  per  acre,  and  so  on — all  throogh  thb 
return  we  have  statements  showing  the  low 
prices  which  the  Government  is  giving  to 
the  Maoris  for  their  land  at  the  preeaat 
time.  And  then,  because  a  settler  has,  ondeK 
extreme  difficulty,  acquired  a  title  to  a  Native 
block  of  land,  retrospective  legislation  ia  paseed 
practically  to  render  his  title  invalid,  or  at  ail 
events  to  deprive  him  of  the  money  which  be 
has  honestly  advanced  on  the  land.  Kow,  Sir, 
I  contend  that  before  this  question  came  up  to 
the  House  at  all  it  should  have  been  put  befors 
a  fair  and  impartial  tribunal — a  fair  Committee 
such  as  has  been  suggested,  composed  of  mem- 
bers of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  or 
some  impartial  tribunal  who  could  bava  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  caae, 
and  then  laid  them  before  the  House  in  a  fair 
and  impartial  manner— a  way  in  which,  I  say, 
thev  have  not  been  laid  before  the  House  to- 
night. I  shall  most  certainly  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  vote  in  favour  of 
a  Committee— which,  I  understand,  has  been 
suggested  before — composed  of  members  of  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  who  shall  make  an 
investigation  into  the  case,  and  let  us  have  a  faur 
and  impartial  statement  of  the  true  merits  of 
the  case,  and  then  we  can  give  a  judgment  upon 
it.     Sir,  I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  have  been 

g resent  in  this  House  to-night,  and  to  have 
eard  the  discussion  which  has  taken  place. 
It  has  opened  my  eyes  ;  it  has  taught  me  what 
the  settlers  in  the  North  Island  of  New  Zea- 
land who  have  had  dealings  in  Native  lands 
have  been  subjected  to  for  vears,  and  the  reason 
why  thev  have  been  subjected  to  these  diffi- 
culties ;  because  we  find  honourable  memben 
getting  up  in  this  House,  with  no  knowledge, 
or  comparatively  little  knowledge,  of  tiiese  sort 
of  transactions,  and  making  the  vilest  and 
most  slanderous  attacks  on  settlers  outside 
this  House.  And  as  to  these  settlers,  I  know 
what  their  trouble  has  been  in  the  North 
Island,  and  I  say  unhesitatingly — and  ibis  ii 
the  first  time  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
speaking  in  the  House  on  the  subject — that 
there  is  no  better  class  of  settlers  in  the  North 
Island,  or  in  the  whole  of  New  Zealand,  than 
these  men  who  have  gone  up  there  on  the  east 
coast  of  the  North  Island,  and,  in  the  midst  of 
the  great  dangers  and  difficulties  thev  have 
had  to  contend  with,  taken  up  land  from  tbt 
Natives,  and  rendered  useful  that  which  tbt 
Natives  were  leaving  in  a  state  of  nature. 
And  if  in  the  future  we  are  to  have  a  change 
in  this  Native-land  legislation  —  the  legis- 
lation that  has  taken  place  for  the  last 
twenty  or   thirty    years   m    regard    to   deal- 
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logs  in  Native  lands  in  the  North  Island— 
I  hope  it  will  be  legislation  such  as  will 
proteot  the  Natives  not  only  from  Europeans 
—  private  individuals  —  but  from  the  agent 
<of  the  Government ;  because  I  venture  to  say 
this :  If  the  Natives  suffer  at  all  it  is  rather 
from  the  Government  purchases  than  from 
purchases  by  private  iudividuals.  And,  as  far 
4hB  reserves  are  concerned,  I  am  quite  confident 
of  this :  that  the  Government,  in  the  pur- 
chases they  have  been  making  in  recent  years, 
have  not  set  aside  sufiGicient  areas  in  reserves 
for  the  Maoris  in  connection  with  those  blocks 
which  they  have  acquired.  So  that  the  less 
we  hear  the  better  from  Ministers  of  the 
-Crown  like  the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  has 
a  great  deal  to  answer  for  in  connection 
with  his  administration  of  lands  in  this 
-colony,  and  who  will  probably  hear  a  great 
deal  more  about  it  before  the  session  is  over. 
I  say  that,  instead  of  having  members  from 
the  Middle  Island  making  attacks  on  settlers 
in  the  North  Island,  who  have  done  so  much 
-to  promote  colonisation  in  the  North  Island, 
they  should  try  in  a  statesmanlike  way  to 
bring  about  a  measare  which  will  protect  per- 
manently, for  all  time,  the  interests  of  the 
Biaoris,  while  at  the  same  time  promoting  the 
utilisation  of  the  land ;  and  the  sooner  that  is 
-done  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  honour  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Sir,  unlike  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier,  I  do  not  profess  for  a 
moment  to  have  much  knowledge  of  Native- 
land  transactions.  Like  the  Minister  of  Lands 
I  hail  from  the  South  Island,  but  I  have  been 
sufficiently  long  a  representative  of  a  district 
in  this  island  to  have  acquired  a  little  informa- 
tion— if  not  very  much— of  the  mode  in  which 
Native  lands  have  been  acquired  by  private 
individuals.  The  position  I  depicted  the  other 
evening  in  the  House  of  a  great  deal  of  land 
behind  Wellington,  on  the  East  Coast,  where 
there  are  huge  stations  and  little  or  no  popula- 
tion, where  there  are  no  roads,  where  there  are 
rivers  unbridged,  where  at  the  present  time, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  is  a  great 
•  demand  for  land  all  over  the  Wellington 
Provincial  District,  you  will  find  splendid 
arable  country,  hardly  utilised  and  never  tilled, 
and  which,  if  it  was  tilled  to-morrow,  would 
be  unprofitable,  because  there  are  no  roads 
■  and  no  bridges  there  to  enable  the  producers 
to  convey  their  produce  to  market.  And  why 
is  this  ?  Why  is  it  there  is  so  much  of  this 
unutilised  waste  in  the  North  Island,  even  close 
to  this  very  city  ?  Is  it  not  because  there  have 
been  far  too  many  private  transactions  in  Native 
lands?  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  stated  that  before  this  Bill  was  brought 
into  the  House  it  should  have  been  brought 
before  a  fair  and  impartial  tribunal.  I  think, 
Sir,  he  need  make  no  mistake  about  it:  that 
measure  is  before  a  fair  and  impartial  tri- 
bunal now— the  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 
And,  Sir,  with  regard  to  what  was  said  about 
-the  Government  not  giving  a  fair  price  for 
l^ative  lands,  even  admitting  that  that  is 
the  case,  two  blacks  do  not  make  a  white. 


But  if  we  contrast  the  figure  given  by  the 
Government  now,  even  if  it  is  only  28.  or  8s. 
per  acre,  for  the  residue  of  the  Native  lands 
with  the  amount  of  payment  that  was  made 
by  private  individuals  m  this  Island  for  the 
very  best  Native  lands,  what  do  we  find? 
Instead  of  receiving  2s.  or  3s.  per  acre,  in  many 
cases  the  Natives  were  paid  with  bad  grog  and 
poor  blankets  for  tens  of  thousands  of  acres ; 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata 
knows  that  well. 

Mr.  MONK. — I  do  not  know  of  such  trans- 
actions. 

Mr.  HOGG. — Let  him  read  what  was  stated 
in  this  House  a  few  evenings  e^go,  and  what  is 
on  record  in  the  blue-books  of  the  colony,  and 
he  must  be  an  unintelligent  man  if  he  does  not 
recognise  these  facts.  Now,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  Native  transactions 
are  fidl  of  difficulties.  There  is  not  the  least 
doubt  about  it.  Most  nefarious  transactions 
are  full  of  difficulties,  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  stigmatizing  many  of  these  transactions  by 
that  name.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
the  Minister  of  Lands  had  made  a  state- 
ment which  was  wild  and  reckless.  I  con- 
tend that  no  language  the  Minister  could 
employ  would  be  too  severe  to  designate 
some  of  the  transactions  that  he  referred 
to,  and  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  blue- 
books,  relative  to  the  large  blocks  of  valu- 
able Native  lands  in  this  Island  which  have 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  few  speculators.  I 
have  a  long  list  here— I  am  not  going  to  read 
it— but  a  reference  to  this  list,  published  seven 
or  eight  years  ago,  of  freeholds  of  over  ten 
thousand  acres  each  will  clearly  show  what  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  acquiring  large  blocks 
of  Native  lands  in  the  past  by  monopolists. 
Take  the  very  gentleman  on  whom  we  have 
been  expending  so  much  sympathy  this  even- 
ing— a  gentleman  I  have  nothing  particular 
to  say  against,  and  who  is  much  respected. 
When  this  list  was  published  he  was  not 
a  landless  Native  by  any  means.  He  held 
13,125  acres  of  good  freehold  land,  the 
value  of  which  was  £31,270.  I  am  very  sorry 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  is  not 
here  now,  because  I  intended  to  remind  him 
of  an  inquiry  which  in  company  with  myself  as 
member  of  the  Land  Board  he  conducted  only 
a  few  years  ago.  I  think  the  quantity  of  Crown 
land  acquired  by  Mr.  Pharazyn  or  by  his  family 
was  something  like  eight  thousand  acres,  in 
contravention,  it  was  believed,  of  the  land-laws. 
We  held  an  inquiry  with  reference  to  several 
sections  taken  up  by  members  of  his  family. 
The  sections  were  adjacent,  and,  although  the 
selectors  declared  that  they  were  for  their  sole 
use  and  benefit,  instead  of  being  worked 
separately  they  were  being  worked,  so  it  was 
alleged,  as  one  property.  However,  books  were 
produced  before  the  inquiry  to  show  that  a 
separate  account  was  kept  for  each  member  of 
Mr.  Pharazyn's  family;  but  the  most  extra- 
ordinary portion  of  the  revelation  was  this : 
that  not  one  of  the  members  of  Mr.  Pharazyn*8 
family  had  ever  been  out  to  see  the  property. 
Now,  with  regard  to  this  particular  transaction, 
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wbab  do  we  find  ?  Mr.  Pharazyn  is  undoabtedly 
ugood  business- mao,  and  the  transaction  is  one 
niade  by  a  tborougbly  astute  individual.  What 
does  he  first  do  ?  He  first  leased  this  liurge 
area  of  land — 25,000  acres — at  a  low  rental, 
and  then»  instead  of  paying  any  rental,  in  an 
ingenious  manner,  he  advances  money  to  the 
Natives.  Do  the  Natives  keep  a  strict  account 
of  the  money  advanced  to  them  ?  I  venture  to 
say,  if  thsse  Natives  were  interrogated  they 
could  not  tell,  many  of  them,  whether  they 
borrowed  £500  or  £1,000.  We  have  only  got 
the  gentleman's  word  for  it  that  he  advanced 
a  certain  amount^  of  money.  And,  as  has  been 
pointed  out,  this  money  was  borrowed  not  by 
the  present  Natives,  but  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Native  families  that  are  dependant  upon  this 
land  for  their  future  sustenance.  If  you  re- 
move these  people  from  the  land  it  is  like  re- 
moving fish  out  of  water — it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  live — they  will  be  thrown  upon  charity. 
The  simple  object  of  this  Bill— and  I  am  deal- 
ing with  it  on  broad  humanitarian  grounds — is 
to  prevent  an  increase  of  landless  Natives. 
Now,  mark  the  ingenious  way  in  which  thip 
gentleman  goes  to  work.  First  of  all  he  leases 
this  large  area  from  the  Natives  at  a  low  rental, 
and  instead  of  paying  rent  he  advances  money 
to  the  Natives  so  as  to  get  them  into  his 
dutches.  By  reference  to  the  figures  given 
this  evening  we  find  that  in  every  instance 
the  interest  swallows  the  rental  over  and  over 
again,  and  plunges  these  Natives  into  debt. 
The  story  told  to-night  reminds  me  of  what 
une  may  often  witness  on  the  Wellington 
wharves.  You  will  see  a  little  boy  with  a  net 
looking  down  on  the  fish  beneath.  Bv-and-by 
he  drops  his  cage  underneath  the  fishes,  and 
then  he  distributes  a  little  bread  in  the  water, 
and  when  the  fishes  gather  round  the  bread 
up  comes  the  net  with  the  fishes  in  it.  That 
little  boy  is  Mr.  Pharazyn ;  the  fishes  are  the 
Natives ;  and  the  bread  is  the  money  he  dis- 
tributed. That  is  an  illustration  of  the  whole 
transaction.  I  want  to  know  if  the  Natives  are 
going  to  be  treated  in  that  manner?  I  appeal 
to  honourable  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  whether  they  are  going  to  stand  idly  by 
and  allow  the  Natives  to  be  victimised  after  the 
fashion  in  which  they  have  been  victimised  for 
many  years  in  what  the  member  for  Dunedin 
City  calls  the  "  wretched  past."  It  is  owing  to 
the  "  wretched  past "  that  we  have  such  a 
clamour  for  land  at  the  present  time;  it  is 
owing  to  the  "  wretched  past  "  that  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act  has  been  found  necessary  ; 
and  it  will  be  due  to  that  "  wretched  past " — 
in  consequence  of  the  way  in  which  land 
has  been  acquired  in  large  blocks,  and 
iH  held  by  monopolists — if  we  have  in  the 
immediate  future  to  impose  a  substantial  gra- 
duated land-tax  to  compel  them  to  disgorge 
properties  that  should  belong  to  the  people  of 
New  Zealand,  which  they  have  very  unwisely 
aggregated  and  tenaciously  stick  to  in  defiance 
of  the  pleadings  of  a  landless  community.  But, 
Sir,  we  find  this  gentleman  is  only  a  sample  of 
the  land  speculators  and  monopolists  who  for 
years  have  been  acting  in  a  precisely  similar 
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manner.  He  adopted  the  customary  prooeM. 
First  he  became  a  tenant,  then  he  got  the 
Native  owners  into  the  money-lenders'  clatohes, 
and  now  he  is  endeavouring  to  deprive  them  of 
their  land.  He  wishes  to  throw  them  out  into 
the  cold  world  as  some  Highland  clans  were 
treated.  I  do  not  wonder  at  the  Minister  for 
Lands  speaking  in  the  warm  and  impassioned 
manner  he  did,  because  he  has  only  to  look  back 
to  what  happened  in  his  own  country  to  be  filled 
with  sympathy  for  these  Natives.  This  par- 
ticular gentleman  wishes  to  make  them  land- 
less, landless,  landless — that  is  his  object.  He 
has  little  compassion  for  these  people.  In  face 
of  the  fact  that  at  the  present  time  he  mast 
have  something  over  20,000  acres  of  freehold, 
he  is  still  prepared  to  take  the  last  acre  of  land 
from  this  unfortunate  tribe.  Are  we  going  to 
permit  twenty  or  thirty  families  to  be  deprived 
of  the  only  thing  they  have  on  earth  to  live 
upon  ?  I  sav  we  ought  to  prevent  anything  of 
the  sort.  The  transaction  from  the  first  was 
irregular  if  not  illegal.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Sligo  could  not  have  been  aware  of  the 
facts  when  he  said  we  were  trying  to  violate  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  There  is  no  wish  to  con- 
fiscate anything.  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
confiscation  as  any  member  of  the  Hoase,  bat 
this  arrangement  to  mortgage  was  a  secret  ar- 
rangement unknown  to  any  one,  and  the  Act 
of  last  year  was  cunningly  altered  for  the  par- 
pose  of' rendering  valid  a  deed  of  arrangement 
which  was  absolutely  valueless,  and  enabling 
the  holder  of  that  deed,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  legal  adviser,  to  deprive  these  people  of 
their  property.  I  trust.  Sir,  the  House  will 
emphatically,  if  a  division  should  take  place, 
set  its  face  against  the  Natives  being  deprived 
of  their  land  by  any  process  of  trickery  soch  as 
ha«  been  exposed  this  evening. 

Mr.  LANG.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  only  rise  to  say 
a  few  words,  and  I  think  in  the  first  place  this 
Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses  as  has  been  suggested.  Bat,  Sir, 
my  chief  object  in  rising  was  to  protest  against 
the  Bill  passing  its  second  reading  before  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee.  I  think,  from  the 
speeches  we  have  listened  to  to-night,  it  goes 
without  saying  that  there  is  a  great  difierenoe 
of  opinion  about  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  I  think 
it  would  be  altogether  wrong  for  us  to  sifirm  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  when  so  many  of  us  hold 
the  opinions  that  have  been  expressed  here  to- 
night. It  has  been  admitted  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
that  they  have  not  understood  this  Bill,  while 
others  who  appear  to  understand  it  better  are 
very  much  averse  to  it.  Any  one  who  has 
listened  to  the  speech  of  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Marsden  must  have  seen  bow 
much  that  honourable  gentleman  was  opposed 
to  this  Bill.  Now,  he  is  a  gentleman  that 
fully  understands  Native  affairs,  and  I  think 
his  opinion  should  carry  some  weight ;  and  be 
gave  very  good  reasons  for  the  Bill  not  being 
referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  We 
had  speeches  made  this  evening  by  many 
members  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and 
they  are  not  in   a  position  to   form  an  on- 
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biMMd  opinion  on  the  matter.  Any  one  who 
listened  to  the  hononzable  gentleman  who 
inteodaced  the  Bill,  or  who  liatoned  to  the 
speech  of  the  Premier,  or,  more  particalarly, 
the  speeoh  of  the  Minietor  of  Lands,  cannot 
donht  that.  And,  then,  are  not  the  Native 
memhers  particularly  intorested  in  this  Bill. 
For  these  reasons  I  think,  most  certainly,  it 
should  not  be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs 
Gommittoe  for  consideration.  Now,  Sir,  the 
Minister  of  Lands— I  am  glad  to  see  that  he 
has  returned  to  his  seat  —  said  during  his 
speeoh  that  by  inserting  the  word  "  mortgage  " 
in  the  Act  it  meant  giving  Mr.  Pharazyn  a 
present  of  a  few  thousand  pounds.  Now,  as 
far  as  I  can  understand  the  Bill,  and  as  far  as 
I  oan  glean  from  members'  speeches  on  it,  the 
Bill  seems  to  me  to  go  more  in  the  direction  of 
depriving  Mr.  Pharazyn  of  a  few  thousand 
pounds.  No  one  who  has  spoken  this  evening 
nae  for  one  moment  denied  that  Mr.  Pharazyn 
has  advanced  this  money,  and  I  think,  perhaps 
with  the  exception  of  two  speakers,  no  one  has 
hinted  that  this  money  was  not  legally  lent,  or 
diat  the  land  was  attempted  to  be  obtained  by 
fraud.  What  has  become  of  this  money  ?  It 
seems  to  me  the  Natives  have  had  the  money, 
and  have  the  hope  that  by  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  through  the  House  they  will  get  rid  of 
their  liabilities.  Now,  I  would  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether  they  would  place  themselves  in 
the  same  position  ?  Let  us  take  the  Govern- 
ment Advances  to  Settlers,  for  instance,  and  we 
will  suppose  that  some  poor  unfortunate  settlers 
have  borrowed  money  under  that  system  that 
they  are  not  able  to  repav.  Would  the  Go- 
vernment, in  like  manner,  be  prepared  to  pass 
a  Bill  through  the  House  lettmg  them  ofi  the 
payment  of  that  money  altogether,  and  re- 
turn the  land  to  those  settlers  without  any 
encnmbrance  whatever  upon  it?  Well,  Sir,  I 
wish  to  protest  most  strongly  against  the  posi- 
tion the  Government  always  take  up  when 
dealing  with  Native  affairs.  To  hear  those 
hoDonrable  gentlemen  speak  one  would  think 
they  were  never  guilty  of  in  any  way  wronging 
the  Natives;  that  they  always  looked  after 
feheir  intoreste;  that  they  always  paid  the 
highest  possible  price  for  the  land  that  they 
obtained  from  these  Natives.  But  I  would  ask 
honourable  gentlemen  who  think  this  to  go  into 
the  King-country  and  ask  the  Natives  up  there 
what  they  think  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Qovemment  at  the  present  day  are  treating 
the  Natives.  They  have  obtained  the  Native 
lands  in  that  district  simply  by  starving  the 
Natives  out.  They  never  allow  the  Natives  to 
have  a  voice  in  fixing  the  price  that  is  set  on 
their  land.  They  do  not  treat  them  like  they 
treat  Europeans  from  who  they  are  acquiring 
land  under  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act;  at  least,  that  is 
settled  by  arbitration  or  valuation  in  some 
shape  or  form.  The  Government  simply  say  to 
the  Natives  they  will  give  a  certain  price  for 
their  land,  and  that  they  will  not  be  allowed  to 
sell  it  to  any  one  else ;  and  the  Natives  if  they 
want  the  money  must  sell  to  the  Govern- 
ment.   In  the  worst  days  of  land  •  sharking 
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this  sort  of  thing  never  occurred,  because  the 
Natives  were  not  compelled  to  sell  to  one 
person  only.  If  they  did  not  like  the  offer 
made  by  one  man  they  could  go  to  another  and 
get  an  advanced  price  from  him.  Now,  tiie 
Government  will  not  allow  them  to  do  this? 
They  say  that  they  themselves  shall  be  the 
only  people  to  buy  the  land  of  the  Natives,  and 
they  will  not  allow  any  one  else  a  chance  of 
dealing  with  them,  and,  therefore,  in  my  din- 
trict  the  Natives  time  after  time  have  had  to 
sell  their  land  to  the  Government  for  shillings,, 
which,  if  thrown  open  for  competition,  would 
have  sold  for  pounds.  I  think  it  was  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  who  spoke 
of  some  lands  never  being  utilised  or  never 
being  tilled,  and  he  mentioned  that  that  was 
on  account  of  private  people  being  able  to  deal  in 
Native  lands.  Now,  if  he  was  to  go  into  the  Wai- 
kato  he  would  see  thousands  and  thousands  of 
acres  that  the  Government  have  either  acquired 
or  have  a  claim  upon  that  are  lying  idle  vear 
after  year ;  and  if  this  practice  which  has  oeea 
so  much  condemned  —  that  of  giving  the 
Natives  free-trade  with  their  land — had  been 
in  force,  that  land,  instead  of  being  idle  there,, 
would  have  been  open  for  settlement,  and  the 
Natives  would  have  been  receiving  rent,  or 
would  have  received  fair  value  for  their  land» 
and  the  country  would  be  settled  instead  of 
being  covered  with  gorse  and  sweet-briar  and 
other  noxious  weeds.  The  honourable  member 
speaks  of  people  giving  the  Natives  only  2s.  or 
ds.  an  acre  for  their  land.  Why,  the  Govern- 
ment years  ago  used  to  give,  I  believe,  only  a 
farthing  an  aore  for  land.  The  Natives,  I 
know,  in  the  past  have  been  badly  treated  in 
the  purchase  of  their  land,  but  I  maintain  that 
both  in  the  past  and  at  the  present  time  they 
are  worse  treated  by  the  Government  than  by 
private  individuals.  Then,  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  spoke  about  these 
Natives  being  imposed  upon  and  taken  in.  I 
should  fancy  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  not  have  had  much  experience  in  dealing 
with  the  Natives,  for  if  he  had  he  would  have 
found  out  that  they  are  perfectly  well  able  to- 
look  after  themselves,  more  particularly  in 
dealing  with  land.  The  chief  interest  of  their 
lives  is  to  look  after  their  land,  and  it  is  the 
same  with  stock.  Thev  have  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  use  of  land  or  anything  else  that 
they  have  to  deal  with.  If  they  deal  with  their 
stock  they  know  exactly  the  market- value.  In 
my  district  they  bring  stock  to  the  market 
the  same  as  the  Europeans,  and  they  know 
quite  as  well  what  price  that  stock  ought 
to  fetoh,  and  in  that  respect  they  are  far 
harder  to  deal  with  than  Europeans.  I 
11  0  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  word  more  to  say,  and 
*  my  only  reason  for  rising  was  to  pro- 
test gainst  this  Bill  being  read  a  second  time 
without  a  division,  and  before  it  is  referred  to 
the  Committee.  I  think  the  practice  often 
indulged  in  in  this  House  of  afi&rming  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  Bill  by  passing  the  second  reading, 
when  one  does  not  approve  of  it,  is  altogether 
wrong.  What  I  disapprove  of  most  particu- 
larly in  this  BiU  is  that  it   is  retrospective. 
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If  it  weid  broaght  in  to  take  effect  from  the 
present  date,  I,  for  one,  would  not  have  said 
anything  against  it.  What  are  the  facts  of 
the  matter?  Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  as  far  as 
I  oan  understand,  from  the  debate  that 
has  been  going  on  this  evening,  that  the 
Natives  have  borrowed  moneys  from  a  certain 
gentleman — I  do  not  think  that  is  denied — and 
that  he  lent  them  money  on  the  security  of  the 
land.  Now,  I  do  not  think  the  Natives  should 
endeavour  to  go  back  on  their  bargain.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  fair  bargain  between 
man  and  man,  and  I  think  the  Natives  should 
oarry  out  their  bargain.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  District  (Mr. 
fleke]  mentioned  that  this  money  was  bor- 
rowed by  the  parents  of  these  people,  and  I 
think  that  proves  oonolusively  that  it  was 
borrowed  years  ago,  prior  to  1894. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Legally  borrowed  ? 

Mr.  LANG.  —  Yes,  legally  borrowed ;  or, 
rather,  that  the  money  was  advanced  on  the 
properties  in  that  way.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  had 
great  sympathy  with  the  Natives  ever  since  I 
have  been  in  this  House.  Honourable  members 
will  agree  with  me  that  on  every  occasion  I 
have  done  what  I  could  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  in  looking  after  their  interests ;  but  I 
oonsider  this  BiU  is  not  a  case  of  looking  after 
the  interests  of  the  Natives,  but  a  Bill  that  will 
overthrow  a  fair  and  square  dealing  between 
man  and  man.  As  far  as  I  can  understand 
from  the  speeches  delivered  in  this  House,  this 
Bill  would  impose  great  injastioe  upon  certain 
individuals.  I  am  sorry  all  the  members  repre- 
senting the  Native  race  have  not  expressed 
their  opinions  upon  this  Bill,  because  I  should 
very  much  have  liked  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
say.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  take  up  any 
more  time  this  evening.  I  simply  rose  to  pro- 
test against  this  Bill  passing  its  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  judging  from  the 
speeches  of  the  Ministers  who  have  spoken,  one 
would  have  thought  the  Bill  should  be  entitled 
the  "  Pharazyn  Iniquity  Inquiry  Bill.*'  The 
Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Lands  appeared 
to  justify  this  general  measure  as  likely  to 
remedy  a  special  grievance.  If  that  be  so,  it 
ehould  be  restricted  to  the  particular  case  and 
not  deal  round  indiscriminate  vengeance.  If 
the  circumstances  are  as  tbey  soggest,  then, 
upon  their  own  showing,  this  should  be  treated 
as  a  private  Bill,  subject  of  course  to  the  person 
oharged  with  the  practices  so  roundly  con- 
demned in  his  absence  being  given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  justifying  his  position.  But  it  would 
be  unsafe  to  suppose  that  only  one  instance 
has  occurred  of  advantage  being  taken  during 
the  last  twelve  months  of  the  change  made 
in  the  law  last  session,  in  recognising  the 
right  to  complete  agroements  to  mortgage.  It 
cannot  reasonably  be  contended  that  there  may 
not  be  other  cases  that  may  be  afiected  by  the 
reversal  of  the  law  proposed  by  this  Bill— cases 
nossibly  not  open  to  the  censuro  Ministers  have 
•directed  against  this  person  they  have  named. 
They  have  probably  not  considered  this  aspect 
of  the  matter,  and  after  this  debate  they  may 
Mr.  Lang 


be  expected  to  see  the  danger  of  extoidiiig 
a  general    proposition  from  a  partieulax  in- 
stance.   The  honourable  member  tot  Palmaia- 
ton  spoke  of  one  case  in  his  district,  withia 
his  own  knowledge,  that  would  be  prajudioially 
affected  by  the  retrospective  action  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment ;  and  we  have  no  reaaon  to 
believe  that   thero  an   not   other   instanees 
where  the  law  has  been  acted  upon  bond  pit. 
If  the  law,  whether  by  mistake  or  not,  gtves 
an  opportunity  to  legalise  contracts  which  were 
before  illegal,  it  would  be  a  most  dajigerons 
step    to    retrospectively   condemn     unknown 
oases.    I  hope  the  Premier  by  this  time — alter 
hearing  the  views  which  have  been  delivered 
by  not  only  members  of  the  Opjposition  but  by 
members  who  usually  support  his  side  of  the 
House — will  be  convinced    that  this   Bill  is 
likely  to   work  injustice,  which    I    trost    be 
is  not  desirous  of  inflicting.    When,  Sir,  we 
listened  to  the  condemnation  launched,  not 
only   by    the    Minister    who   introduced    the 
Bill  but  by  the  Premier,  who  enlarged  on  the 
same  subject,  and  the  Minister  of  Lands,  who 
went  to  the  utmost  extnme  in  denoonoing  a 
certain    transaction  as    fraudulent,   we    were 
tempted  to  inquire  who  is  responsible  for  the 
amendment  which  has  called  up  so  much  in- 
dignation?    The  answer  is  positive.      There 
oan  be  no  doubt  whatever  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  were  here  in  the  session  of  1896,  or 
of  those  who,  not  having  been  here,  might  refer 
for  information  on  the  subject  to  the  records 
of  the  House,  that  the  person  primarily  respon- 
sible to  this  House  and  the  country  for  the 
error,  if  error  it  was,  is  the  Premier  himself. 
As  Native  Minister,  it  was  he  who  introduced 
and  passed  in  this  House  the  Bill  into  which 
the  amendment  was  introduced  in  **  another 
place  *' ;  and  it  was  he  who  was  again  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  throughout  all  its  later  stages  in 
this  House.    When  it  came  back  to  this  House 
with  the  amendments  made  in   that  "other 
place  '*  for  consideration,  it  was  on  his  invitation 
that  this  House  disagroed  with  all  the  amend- 
ments which  had  beien  so  made,  and  it  wsa  at 
his  instance  that  a  Committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  roasons  for  disagreeing  with  these 
amendments.    The  members  of  that  Committee 
were  himself,  his  colleague  Mr.   Ganroll,  and 
Mr.  Mills,  the  Government  Whip.    No  doobt 
the  Premier  was  the  person  who  drew  up  the 
reasons  for  disagreeing  with  the  amendments 
of  the    Legislative    Council,   and   it   was  oa 
his  motion  that  these  reasons  for  disagreeing 
were  adopted  by  the  House.    Again,  it  was  he 
who,    when    in    consequence    of     the    other 
Chamber  insisting   on  their  amendments,  it 
became  necessary  to  ask  for  a  Conference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  moved  that  Managen 
be  appointed  on  behalf  of  this  House  for  the 
purpose  of  reconciling,  if  possible,  the  differ- 
ences that  had  arisen  through  these  oonflioting 
decisions.     The  Managers  appointed  by  this 
House  on  the  motion  of  the  Pnmier  were  him- 
self, Mr.  Pinkerton,  a  gentleman  from  the  soatt 
of  the  Middle  Island,  and  Mr.  Parata,  anothsr 
gentleman  also  from  the  south  of  the  Middle 
Island— a  Native  member,  no  doubt,  but  not 
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likely  in  the  oiroomstanoes  to  know  maoh  of 
Native-land  legislation,  which  chiefly  affects 
the  North  lalajid.  Now,  these  two  gentlemen 
associated  by  the  Premier  with  himself  can 
hardly  be  supposed  to  have  had  any  inde- 
pendent ideas  on  the  subject  of  the  amend- 
ments which  this  ^ouse  had  decided  to  resist. 
Undoubtedly  the  gentleman  primarily  and 
solely  responsible  for  the  watching  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  was  the  Premier  himself. 
He  has  admitted  that  his  attention  was 
directed  to  the  introduction  of  this  word 
«•  mortgage  "  by  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
that  he  asked  a  gentleman  connected  with  the 
Native  Department  what  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  was.  He  has  also  told  us  that 
the  gentleman  he  first  referred  the  question 
to  consulted  another  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment; and  I  understand  the  Premier  to  say 
that  both  assured  him  the  amendment  was 
one  that  might  safely  be  accepted.  Now,  under 
these  circumstances,  it  seems  to  me  passing 
strange  that  three  members  of  the  Qovemment 
should  to-night  get  up  and  denounce  in  heated 
language  the  iniquity  of  this  amendment,  and 
the  disastrous  consequences  that  have  resulted 
and  are  likely  to  result  from  its  being  allowed 
a  place  in  our  Native- land  legislation.  For  my 
part,  I  am  not  contending  that  it  is  desirable 
this  amendment  should  be  retained.  I  will 
presume,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  desirable 
that  facilities  should  be  given  for  Europeans 
obtaining  mortgages  over  Native  lands.  I 
think  it  would  have  been  a  wise  decision 
long  ago  to  have  prohibited  mortgages  over 
the  lands  owned  by  Natives,  and  to  have  re- 
stricted all  dealings  between  Europeans  and 
Natives  to  leases  and  sales,  which  should  have 
been  subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  Trust  Com- 
missioners, and,  more  recently,  of  the  Native 
Land  Court.  But  that  course  was  not  taken. 
The  right  to  give  and  take  mortgages  over  land 
owned  by  Natives  was  recognised  up  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1894.  Now,  let  us  en- 
deavour for  a  few  minutes  to  try  and  trace  the 
history  of  the  legislation  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment with  reference  to  mortgages.  The 
great  departure  with  reference  to  Native-land 
legislation  was  the  Bill  introduced  in  1894 
by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  who  was  then 
as  he  still  is,  Native  Minister.  The  second 
division  of  the  Bill,  as  passed  into  law,  abso- 
lutely shut  down  upon  all  transactions  between 
individuals,  with  a  few  exceptions,  from  the 
date  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act, 
the  21st  October,  1894;  no  alienation  of  land 
by  Natives  was  to  be  legal  unless  acquired  by 
the  Crown,  subject,  as  I  have  said,  to  a  few 
exceptions.  The  &rst  exception  referred  to 
cases  where  shares  had  been  already  acquired 
m  blocks,  and  an  outstanding  interest  might 
be  desirable  of  acquisition.  In  such  a  case,  if 
the  j^urohaser  were  able  within  a  limited  time  to 
obtain  the  certificate  of  a  Native  Land  Court 
Judge,  the  outstanding  interest  might  be  got 
in  if  the  transaction  were  afterwards  confirmed 
by  the  Native  Land  Court.  Another  exception 
was  in  the  direction  of  allowing  the  extension 
of  existing  leases.    Then,  we  come  to  a  class 


of  cases  dealt  with  by  section  121,  the  section 
into  which  the  amendment  which  has  been  so 
much  discussed  was  afterwards  introduced. 
That  section  provides  that — 

"  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  render 
nugatory  any  power  of  sale  in  any  existing 
mortgage,  or  under  any  existing  decree,  judg- 
ment, or  charging  order,  or  prevent  the  com* 
pletion  of  any  existing  contract  for  the  sale, 
lease,  or  purchase  of  land  [meaning,  of  course, 
land  owned  by  Natives],  but  the  same  shall 
have  effect  as  if  this  Act  had  not  been 
passed." 

I  think  that  was  the  only  instance  in  which 
the  word  ** mortgage"  occurs  in  the  Act  of 
1894,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  section,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  mortgages,  means  nothing. 
The  mere  statement  that  nothing  in  an  Act 
renders  a  power  of  sale  in  an  existing  mortgage 
nugatory  is  only  stating  in  so  many  words 
what  would  have  been  law  without  those 
words.  The  Act  merely  recognised  such  rights 
as  then  existed.  Passing  over  the  remaining 
part  of  the  section,  to  which  I  will  recur  when 
discussing  the  effect  of  the  amendment  made 
in  the  Legislative  Council  last  year,  1  come  to 
the  amending  Act  of  1895,  which,  by  section  9, 
enacted  that  the  power  of  sale  under  any  mort- 
gage— which,  of  course,  would  be  one  in  exist- 
ence before  the  Act  of  1894 — must  be  exercised 
publicly.  Section  11  recognised  rights  and 
remedies  in  respect  of  debts  by  Natives  in- 
curred prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1894. 
There  is  one  other  reference  to  mortgages  in 
this  Act  of  1895,  but  it  is  in  the  direction  of 
emphasizing  the  point  that  mortgages  had, 
since  the  Act  of  1894,  been  prohibited.  Then 
we  come  to  the  Act  of  last  year,  in  which 
this  wonderful  addition  to  the  rights  of  mort- 
gagees was  introduced.  That  amendment  had 
the  effect  of  reading  into  section  121  of  the 
original  Act  the  word  "mortgage,"  after  the 
word  *'  lease,"  where  it  occurs  near  the  end. 
The  effect  of  this  amendment  was  to  place  a 
contract  for  a  mortgage  on  the  same  footing  as 
**  a  contract  for  the  sale,  or  lease,  or  purchase 
of  land  "  owned  by  Natives  which  was  in  force 
before  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act 
of  1894.  As  I  understood  the  Premier's  argu- 
ment for  now  striking  out  the  word  "mort- 
gage," it  is,  he  said,  very  wrong  to  continue 
the  word  **  mortgage  "  in  this  section  121,  be- 
cause the  effect  of  it  is  to  enable  an  executory 
or  incomplete  contract  for  a  mortgage  entered 
into  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1894  to  be 
completed,  and  made  in  every  sense  a  legal 
transaction,  without  the  necessity  of  going 
before  the  Native  Land  Court  for  confirmation. 
That  was  in  effect,  if  not  the  very  terms  of  his 
argument.  I  am  not  sure  that  he  is  right  in  his 
statement  of  the  effect  of  the  law.  As  I  under- 
stand the  reading  of  section  121,  it  provides 
that  every  contract  for  the  sale,  lease,  or  pur- 
chase of  land  owned  by  Natives  had  still  to  be 
confirmed  by  a  Native  Land  Court,  because  the 
concluding  words  of  the  section  are  that  such 
contracts,  when  completed,  '*  shall  have  effect 
as  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed."  So  that 
such  contracts  would  continue  subject  to  the 
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conditions  in  force  before  the  Act  was  passed, 
which  certainly  included  the  necessity  of  being 
approved  by  the  Native  Land  Court.  But,  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  Premier's  argument, 
let  us  assume  that  his  contention  is  right,  and 
that  the  reading-in  of  the  word  '*  mortgage  " 
in  this  section  121  would  have  the  effect '  of 
rendering  an  incomplete  contract  for  mort- 
gage capable  of  being  completed  between 
the  parties  without  having  to  go  before  the 
Native  Land  Court  for  confirmation.  Let 
us  suppose  that  this  is  the  correct,  state- 
ment of  the  legal  position ;  then,  I  say,  the 
Premier's  proposed  amendment  this  session 
does  not  go  far  enough,  because  it  leaves  in 
precisely  the  same  position  all  contracts  for 
the  sale,  lease,  and  purchase  of  land  owned  by 
Natives  which  had  been  entered  into  prior  to 
the  Act  of  1894  ;  in  other  words,  he  proposes  to 
leave  those  Natives  who  had  entered  into  exe- 
cutory contracts  in  reference  to  the  sale,  lease, 
or  purchase  of  their  lands  exposed  to  all  the 
dangers  of  transactions  which  need  not  be 
investigated  by  the  Native  Land  Court — a 
position  which,  possibly,  according  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  means  legalising  improper 
dealings.  Clearly,  if  his  argument  for  undoing 
the  work  of  last  session  is  entitled  to  any 
weight,  he  ought  to  go  further  than  he  pro- 
poses ;  in  fact,  he  ought  to  repeal  the  whole  of 
this  section  121  of  the  Act  of  1894,  and  say  that 
every  contract  entered  into  before  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  1894  relating  in  any  way  to  lands 
owned  by  Natives  shall  be  null  and  void.  Logic- 
ally, he  must  go  that  length,  and  I  am  sure  he 
will  not  go  that  length.  He,  no  doubt,  desires 
that  all  these  executory  contracts  should,  when 
completed,  undergo  the  ordeal  of  inquiry  in 
open  Court.  He  apparently  desired  such  a 
safeguard,  for  that  same  section  23  of  the 
Act  of  last  session,  into  which  this  terrible 
amendment  as  to  "mortgage"  was  inserted, 
contained,  when  the  Bill  was  first  introduced 
by  the  Premier,  a  provision  which  appears  as  if 
intended  to  make  all  incompleted  or  unfulfilled 
contracts,  such  as  referred  to  in  section  121 
of  the  Act  of  1894,  subject  to  confirmation  by 
the  Court.  That  section— section  23  of  the 
amending  Act  of  1896— opens  with  these  words  : 
*'  Section  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  of  the 
said  Act,"  that  is,  of  1894,  "is  amended  by  the 
insertion  of  the  words  '  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  section  sixty-five '  "  of  the  same  Act. 
These  words  appear  to  have  been  inserted  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  all  incompleted  contracts 
as  referred  to  under  the  ordeal  of  a  public  in- 
vestigation, and  the  necessity  of  confirmation. 
Now,  if  that  were  the  intention,  and  if  that  be 
the  meaning  of  the  words  just  quoted,  then  I 
say  that  his  argument  in  reference  to  mortgages 
having  a  special  advantage  from  being  included 
in  section  121  of  the  Act  of  1894  is  entirely  cut 
away,  because  "  mortgage  "  being  inserted  after 
"  lease  "  must  mean  that  contracts  for  '*  mort- 
gage," as  well  as  contracts  for  "  sale,  lease,  or 
purchase,"  must  equally  be  subject  to  the  ordeal 
referred  to.  Therefore,  the  insertion  of  the 
word  "  mortgage  "  did  not  have  the  effect  which 
the  Premier  relies  upon  as  his  reason  for  now 
Mr,  G.  Hutchison 


repealing  the  amendment  of  last  year.  It 
seems  to  me  that  he  ought  to  reconsider  the 
whole  subject,  and  if  he  is  still  of  opinion,  as  I 
think  he  well  might  be,  that  mortgages  should 
not  be  encouraged  between  Europeans  and 
Natives,  he  should  have  a  new  section  drafted 
that  would  make  the  position  quite  clear. 
Then,  there  is  great  danger  in  this  praotiee  of 
amending  amendments,  and  introducing  verbal 
changes  without  full  and  careful  consideration 
of  the  context  and  of  former  ohangea.  This 
method  of  legislation  is  fruitful  of  error.  I 
quite  agree  with  my  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  of  Lands  in  what  he  has  said  as  to 
the  evils  of  Native-land  legislation.  I  observe 
he  is  now  asleep,  exhausted  after  his  violent 
exertions  to-night  in  defaming  an  absent  person. 
He  said  that  our  Native-land  legislation  was 
a  continuous  record  of  mischief  and  disaster. 
He  did  not  use  those  words,  but  that  was  the 
meaning  of  his  contention.  He  said,  and  he 
said  truly,  that  many  transactions  legal  upon 
their  face,  or  such  as  might  be  justified  by  the 
letter  of  the  law,  were  transactions  which  could 
not  be  upheld  on  any  other  grounds.  Such 
calamities  are  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  con- 
tinual tinkering  of  the  Native-land  laws ;  amend- 
ments are  made  year  after  year  from  interested 
motives,  or  without  due  consideration,  which 
lead  inevitably  to  litigation,  to  oppression,  and 
to  other  evils  which  I  ma^  not  designate  as 
they  deserve.  Let  me  just  illustrate,  from  the 
legislation  of  the  present  Government,  the  care- 
less manner  in  which  amendments  are  often 
made.  I  have  pointed  out  that  under  the  Act 
of  last  year  there  was  an  amendment  read  into 
section  121  of  the  Act  of  1894 — not  the  mort- 
gage amendment  at  all,  but  a  clause  that  the 
contracts  referred  to  in  section  121  should  be 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  65  of  the 
Act  of  1894.  I  have  assumed  that  the  inten- 
tion of  that  amendment  was  to  subject  all 
those  executory  contracts  to  the  ordeaJ  of  the 
Native  Land  Court  for  investigation,  so  that 
they  should  only  be  confirmed  if  they  were  in 

any  way  in  contravention  of  law  or  equity 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— My  right  honourable 
friend  says,  **  Hear,  hear,"  and  so  accepts  the 
assumption  that  the  amendment  intended  that 
these  incomplete  contracts  should  be  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  Court.  That  was  a 
very  proper  provision  to  make,  even  if  it  were 
only  as  a  precaution,  because  I  do  not  admit 
that  the  effect  of  section  121  before  this  amend- 
ment was  introduced  dispensed  with  the  neces- 
sity to  get  the  certificate  of  the  Court.  The 
amendment  might  be  said  to  have,  at  any  rake, 
the  merit  of  removing  any  ground  for  the  as- 
sumption that  contracts  such  as  referred  to 
might  be  completed  without  the  certificate  of 
the  Court.  But  my  right  honourable  friend,  in 
introducing  that  amendment,  made  one  of 
these  mistakes  which  are  continually  leading 
to  trouble  in  connection  with  Native-land  legis- 
lation. The  section  of  the  Act  of  1894  which 
deals  with  confirmation  is  not  section  65,  as 
stated  in  the  amendment,  but  section  58.  The 
intention  no  doubt  was — and  a  very  proper  one 
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— that  these  executory  oon tracts  should  have, 
no  force  until  they  were  confirmed  by  the  Court 
nnder  section  53.  But  the  wrong  words  or 
^gures  were  used.  Section  53  is  the  only  sec- 
tion in  the  Act  which  provides  for  confirma- 
tion. What  does  section  65  provide  for?  It 
provides  for  the  securing  of  survey  fees.  There 
was  a  blunder 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.  — Why  did  not  you 
correct  it  at  the  time  ? 

Mr.  a.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  going  to  tell 
my  honourable  friend  the  reason  why  some  of 
these  things  were  not  corrected.  In  the  first 
place  it  is  not  the  business  of  private  members 
to  prepare  Government  Bills  ;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  their  Native  Land  Act  of  last  session 
'Was  introduced,  as  is  generally  the  case  with 
Kative-land  legislation,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  when  it  is  impossible  from  the  stress 
*and  strain  of  business  to  properly  attend  to 
our  duties.  Here  is  an  instance,  whosoever  is 
responsible,  of  the  danger  of  hasty  amendment. 
A  precautionaiy  clause  was  supposed  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Act  of  1894  whicn  was  simply 
ridiculous,  because  it  quoted  the  wrong  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  it  did  not.  It  was  in- 
tended to  secure  the  survey  fees,  and  it  was 
Intended  also  to  meet  other  purposes. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  main  purpose 
was  undoubtedly  to  secure  confirmation  in  the 
-case  of  these  executory  contracts,  and  this  was 
not  done.  Section  65  provides  merely  for  the 
securing  of  survey  fees ;  that  is  to  say,  before 
the  Court  can  investigate  the  title  to  land 
there  must  be  a  survey,  and  the  surveyors  have 
often  to  trust  to  payment  after  the  investiga- 
tion is  completed,  so  that  it  is  necessary  that 
their  fees  should  be  protected  by  a  mortgage  or 
charge  upon  the  land  when  the  title  issues.  It 
would  be  absurd,  then,  to  say  that  such  a  provi- 
sion constituted  any  precaution  with  respect  to 
the  executory  contracts.  Section  65  secures 
the  surveyor,  not  the  Native.  Consequently, 
we  have  here  a  reason, — one  of  many  that 
could  be  given,— for  exercising  exceeding  care 
when  we  are  amending  amendments  of  Acts, 
or  even  original  Acts;  and  I  would  also  sug- 
gest to  my  right  honourable  friend,  in  this 
connection,  that  when  he  is  going  to  amend  a 
section,  especially  in  a  Native  Land  Act,  he 
will  not  read  in  words  here  and  there,  but  that 
he  will  repeal  the  whole  of  the  defective  section, 
«nd  put  the  amendment  in  a  full  and  explicit 
form,  so  that  it  will  clearly  embody  the  whole 
law  on  the  subject.  I  trust  the  Premier,  after 
the  Bill  has  been  read  a  second  time,  will  have 
the  amending  clauses  redrafted ;  and  that,  if 
this  amendment  of  last  session  as  to  mort- 
gages is  to  be  repealed,  he  will  not  make  .the 
repeal  retrospective.  Let  him  say,  by  all 
means,  that,  from  the  passing  of  the  Act  which 
we  may  pass  this  session  there  shall  be  no 
power  to  make  or  take  a  mortgage  over  lands 
owned  by  Natives;  but  do  not  go  back  and 
say  that  such  a  change  shall  have  effect  from 
An  anterior  date,  and  so,  perhaps,  act  inju- 
jriously  to  unknown  persons  who  have,  on  the 


strength  of  the  law,  entered  into  bond  fide 
contracts.    Let  us  respect  the  laws  we  make. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  object  in  this  case  is 
not  accomplished  yet.  Why  should  we  allow 
the  wrong  to  be  accomplished  when  we  can 
stop  it  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  said  if  the 
case  cited  by  Ministers  was  the  only  case,  there 
may  be  a  reason  for  introducing  a  Bill  to  deal 
with  it,  but  only  after  inquiry,  for  the  state- 
ments we  have  heard  to-night  have  all  been 
€X parte  statements.  Do  not  go  back  on  any- 
thing  that  may  do  an  injury  to  persons  who 
have  acted  in  good  faith  on  the  legislation  we 
have  put  on  the  statute-book.  We  have  made 
mistakes,  and  we  will  probably  continue  to  do 
so,  but  we  ought  not  to  make  other  people 
suffer  for  our  mistakes.  If  we  are  gomg  to 
undo  work  which  has  been  made  the  foundation 
of  other  work,  then  we  must  contemplate  com- 
pensation. I  do  not  say  that  compensation  is 
deserved  in  the  case  which  has  been  iinstanced. 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  other  than  I 
have  heard  stated  in  the  House,  and  that  has 
been  all  one-sided.  It  may  be  a  proper  case 
for  inquiry,  but  do  not  let  us  condemn  unheard 
even  a  person  who  may  be  denounced  as  the 
vilest  criminal  out  of  custody.  Let  us  act 
judicially  as  far  as  we  can,  and  let  us  endeavour 
in  future  to  legislate  with  greater  care,  and  in 
such  a  way  as  will  minimise  the  risk  of  trouble 
such  as  we  find  coming  upon  us  in  this  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  having  been  somewhat 
misrepresented,  I  wish  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  look  at  the  section  he  quoted,  and  he 
will  find  there  is  six  months*  notice  required  to 
be  given  to  the  Minister  before  any  person  can 
sell.    That  was  a  safeguard. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Section  53  is,  no 
doubt,  the  section  that  was  intended  to  be  re- 
ferred to,  not  65.  I  was  going  to  point  out 
that,  although  it  may  be  desirable  to  safeguard 
survey  fees,  the  main  object  was  overlooked,  or 
was  allowed  to  slip  out  of  sight— namely,  the 
subjecting  of  these  contracts  to  confirmation 
by  the  Court. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— Sir,  I  suppose  that  almost 
everything  that  can  be  said  for  and  against  this 
Bill  has  already  been  said,  but  before  it  goes  to 
a  division,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
some  of  the  subjects  mentioned  therein.  When 
this  Bill  was  first  introduced,  it  seemed  to  be  a 
very  harmless  and  innocent  little  Bill  of  three 
clauses- a  technical  Bill,  as  has  already  been 
expressed  by  one  or  two  members  who  have 
spoken— and  I  do  not  suppose  that,  until  the 
Bill  was  introduced  by  the  member  represent- 
ing the  Native  race  in  the  Cabinet,  there  was 
one  member  outside  the  Government  who 
thoroughly  understood  its  object,  or  what  was 
intended  in  connection  with  it.  I  listened  very 
carefully  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  who  introduced  the  Bill,  and  to  the 
speeches  of  honourable  members  in  reply  ;  and 
having  heard  those  speeches,  and  read  the 
Bill  itself,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  entirely  wrong  in  principle,  that  it  was 
objection«kble,  that  it  was  retrospective  in  its 
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character,  that  it  interfered  with  titles  and 
contracts  between  Natives  and  Europeans 
which  were  entered  into  prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Native  Land  Act  of  1894.  Bat,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
who  introduced  the  Bill,  and  by  the  honour- 
able member  representing  the  Northern  Maori 
District,  there  seemed  to  be  certain  matters 
which  required  looking  into — certain  matters 
which  required  investigation ;  and,  such  being 
the  case,  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  such 
a  Conunittee  as  the  one  of  which  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  has  just  now  given  notice 
to  set  up.  But,  Sir,  besides  the  matter  of 
the  Committee,  as  members  of  this  House 
we  have  a  duty  to  perform,  and  it  is  this: 
we  have,  on  the  one  hand,  to  see  that  no  injus- 
tice is  done  to  these  Natives,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  have  to  see  that  the  party  who  lent 
his  money — a  man  whom  I  do  not  know  and 
never  heard  of  until  to-night— we  have  to  see 
that  that  man,  who  lent  his  money  in  ap- 
parently good  faith,  will  not  be  deprived  of  his 
security.  And,  Sir,  I  may  say  I  am  very  much 
in  sympathy  with  the  opinions  expressed  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston.  The 
latter  gentleman  expressed  the  opinion  that 
instead  of  dealing  with  these  cases  separately 
the  Government  should  bring  down  a  compre- 
hensive Native  Land  Bill,  dealing  with  Native 
matters — Native  lands,  and  the  Native  race 

fenerally.  Sir,  what  is  the  position  at  present  ? 
had  the  opportunity  a  few  days  ago  of  seeing 
a  petition  which  was  intended  to  be  presented 
to  this  House,  which  was  signed  by  a  large 
number  of  Natives,  and  which,  in  its  preamble, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Native-leuid 
laws  were  ''cumbersome  and  unsatisfactory, 
and  demoralising  to  the  Native  race."  That  is 
the  opinion  of  a  great  many  Natives  on  this 
matter.  Then,  Sir,  in  another  direction,  what 
is  the  position  of  the  Wellington  gaol  at  this 
minute  ?    At  this  very  minute  the  Wellington 

§aol  is  filled  to  overflowing  with  Natives,  for 
oing  what  ?  Have  they  committed  a  crime  ? 
It  is  quite  true  they  have  broken  the  laws  of 
the  country,  but  they  have  not  committed  a 
crime  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  These 
Natives  feel  they  have  a  grievance — a  very 
serious  grievance — and  they  have  simply  taken 
a  very  emphatic  way  of  calling  attention  to  it. 
As  a  consequence  they  are  in  Wellington 
gaol,  and  probably  they  will  be  there  for  many 
months  to  come — and  all  this  on  account  of 
our  wretched,  muddling,  Native-land  laws  and 
legislation.  Sir,  we  shall  never  have  satis- 
faction until  we  have  an  Act  which  will  prevent 
any  Native  from  mortgaging  his  land,  which 
will  prevent  them  from  leaving  themselves 
landless,  and  which  will  compel  them  to  retain 
sufficient  land  from  which  to  make  a  living, 
but  which  in  every  other  respect  will  leave 
them  in  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  position 
as  Europeans.  Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  any  longer.  As  I  have 
already  indicated,  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  but  if  the  Bill  passes  its 
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second  reading,  then,  I  think,  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  which  the  Premier 
has  given  notice. 
Mr.  MOORE.— Sir,  the  necessity  for  thia 
I  Bill  is  another  instance  of  how  recklessly  we 
pass  legislation  in  this  House.  If,  Sir,  proper 
'  attention  had  been  given  to  the  Bill  we  are 
now  amending  last  session  we  should  not  have 
had  a  whole  afternoon  wasted  over  the  small 
Bill  placed  before  us.  It  is  astonishing  to  me» 
Sir,  that  the  Government  should  bring  a 
measure  of  this  sort  before  the  House  without 
giving,  I  might  say,  any  explanation  whatever 
about  it.  I  find,  Sir,  on  referring  to  this  very 
short  and  innocent  looking  Bill,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  preamble  to  the 
measure.  Well,  Sir,  when  it  is  a  question  of 
amending  certain  Bills  passed  two  or  three 
years  previously,  without  any  explanation 
whatever  in  the  measure  laid  before  us,  it 
is  very  difficult  for  honourable  members  to 
undecstand  what  we  are  legislating  upon.  I 
consider  in  a  measure  of  this  sort  we  ought  to 
have  a  preamble  setting  out  or  giving  reasons 
for  the  passing  of  this  measure.  It  is  true  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton,  when 
speaking  a  short  time  ago,  said  the  Bill  was 
before  a  fair  tribunal— it  was  before  and  being 
considered  by  public  opinion.  I  would  ask 
honourable  members  what  have  the  public  ta 
do  with  a  measure  of  this  sort?  What  in- 
formation have  they  had  to  enable  them  to> 
come  to  a  fair  conclusion  as  to  whether  it  is 
a  right  and  proper  measure  to  pass?  It  is 
simply  absurd  to  make  a  statement  of  that 
sort  in  this  House,  and  expect  honourable 
members  to  believe  it,  when  this  measure  haa 
never  been  before  the  public.  I  venture  to  say 
the  public  know  no  more  about  it — I  was  almoet 
going  to  say — than  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself.  But,  Sir,  this  Bill  is  very  objection- 
able if  only  in  one  feature.  It  is  alwaya 
very  doubtful  as  to  whether  it  is  advisable 
to  pass  legislation  which  is  retrospective,  and 
particularly  when  it  is  brought  down  in  a 
measure  which  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
members  of  this  House  to  clearly  understand. 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  measure  that  is 
most  decidedly,  or  will  be  most  decidedly,  re- 
trospective in  its  application,  and  thereloze 
should  not  be  passed  by  this  House.  If  it  were 
a  measure  to  apply  to  some  particular  case 
of  hardship  I  could  understand  it  being  brought 
down  and  the  matter  stated  in  the  Bill,  so  that 
it  might  be  clearly  understood  what  we  were 
legislating  upon.  But  this  appears  to  be  general 
in  its  application,  and  we  have  not  the  slightest 
idea  of  the  individual  hardships  it  may  impose 
upon  some  persons.  We  ought  to  have  a  fair 
explanation  from  the  Government  as  to  how 
far-reaching  this  measure  might  be  in  its  appli- 
cation.  It  is  simply  absurd  to  ask  membm  of 
this  House  to  pass  a  measure  like  this,  retro- 
spective in  its  application,  and  not  to  )aiow 
how  wide  is  its  application.  We  do  not  know 
what  hardships  or  what  damage  we  may  be 
doing  to  the  private  interest  of  some  parti- 
cular individual  in  the  country.  A  gentleman's 
name  haa  been  brought  forward  in  connection. 
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with  this  measore,  and  it  appeared  at  one  time 
a  measure  was  brought  in  to  apply  to  his  par- 
tioalar  oaae.  Bnt  if  they  were  attempting  to 
apply  it  to  that  person's  particular  oase,  and 
the  Government  had  stated  so,  we  could  have 
understood  the  ground  we  were  standing  upon, 
and  we  should  Imow  very  well  it  would  not  go 
farther  than  that  case.  But  when  the  Bill  is 
brought  down  as  this  one  is,  in  general  terms,  it 
is  simply  a  leap  in  the  dark  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  take,  and  we  may  be  doing  some  people 
in  the  eountry  a  very  grave  injustice  indeed. 
Although  we  have  not  a  large  Maori  population 
in  the  South  Island,  there  are  sevenJ  transac- 
tions between  Europeans  and  Natives  there, 
whioh,  if  this  Bill  passed,  would  be  materially 
interfered  with  ;  and  I  very  much  regret  that  the 
only  representative  the  l^atives  of  the  Middle 
Island  have  in  this  House  has  remained  entirely 
silent  during  the  discussion  upon  this  Bill.  I 
hope  he  will  yet  give  us  his  opinion  in  reference 
to  the  application  of  this  Bill  to  the  Natives  of 
the  South  Island.  I  have  a  large  number  of 
Natives  residing  in  my  electorate,  bat  I  am 
not  their  special  representative.  At  the  same 
time,  I  should  not  like  a  measure  of  this  nature 
to  pass  without  having  it  referred  to  the  Natives 
there,  when  their  special  representative  here 
remains  silent  in  his  seat.  I  hope  before  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  is  passed  we  shall 
have  the  honourable  member  for  the  Southern 
Maori  District  giving  us  his  opinion  as  to  how 
it  will  apply  to  the  South  Island.  I  am  not 
so  sure  whether  the  proposed  alteration  of 
the  previous  legislation  will  simply  apply  to 
mortgages  or  so  forth,  or  whether  it  will  apply 
to  rents  that  have  been  paid  in  advance  by 
Europeans  to  the  Natives.  It  appears  to  me 
there  is  just  a  possibility  it  may  do  so,  and  if 
it  has  that  application — if  that  construction 
is  to  be  placed  on  this  amending  Bill— I  think 
we  should  find  in  many  instances  we  should 
have  oases  of  great  hardship  in  the  South  Island. 
We  know  that  Maori  landowners  are  apt  to  get 
their  rents  to  a  considerable  extent  in  advance. 
The  only  security  the  Europeans  have  in 
leasing  their  property  is  the  fact  that  they  may 
have  an  indorsement  on  their  agreements,  to 
the  effect  that  this  rent  was  paid  in  advance 
and  should  be  recognised.  If  this  measure  has 
a  retrospective  application,  and  should  apply  to 
rents  paid  in  advance  as  well  as  monevs  that 
are  secured  on  mortgage,  I  say  it  will  be  very 
disadvantageous  and  very  unfair  to  the  Euro- 
peans who  are  renting  property  from  the 
Natives  in  the  South  Island.  We  know  it  is 
very  often  found  that  the  Natives  have  been 
hai^ly  dealt  with  by  the  Europeans  who  have 
been  dealing  with  them  in  connection  with 
their  lands,  both  in  regard  to  the  leasing  and 
the  purchasing  of  their  lands ;  and  I  think  quite 
as  much,  or  more,  injury  has  been  done  to  the 
Natives  by  ihe  system  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  purchasing  Native  lands  than  has  been 
done  by  private  individuals.  I  have  in  my  mind 
at  the  present  time  purchases  made  by  sup- 
posed agents  of  the  Government  some  two  or 
three  years  ago,  where  the  unfortunate  Natives 
only  reoeived  about  one-half  the  value  of  their 


lands,  and  the  agents  who  conducted  the  busi- 
ness on  behalf  of  the  Government— or,  at  any 
rate,  who  were  considered  the  accredited  agents 
for  them— have  received  the  other  half.  In 
cases  of  this  sort  the  Natives  have  been  much 
more  unfairly  dealt  with  by  the  Government 
than  by  private  individuals,  because  whatever 
price  the  private  individuals  paid,  at  any  rate, 
the  Natives  got  the  full  amount  of  it,  and  there 
was  no  middle  party,  such  as  the  agent  paid  by 
the  (Government,  who  deducted  one-half  of  the 
value  of  the  lands  which  were  purchased.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  who 
said  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  a 
certain  amount  of  land  should  be  reserved  for 
the  Natives  to  enable  them  to  provide  a  living 
for  themselves ;  but,  while  this  is  so,  I  do  think 
we  should  allow  the  Natives  in  a  great  measure 
a  free  hand  to  work  their  lands.  The  head  of 
^e  Government  has  repeatedly  told  us  there  is 
one  law  for  the  Europeans  and  one  law  for  the 
Natives;  while  in  every  direction  they  are 
placing  restrictions  upon  Native  lands.  Well,. 
I  think  if  there  is  one  law  for  the  Europeans 
and  one  law  for  the  Natives  it  should  apply  the 
same  to  Native  lands  as  to  European  lands. 
We  are  continually  passing  legislation  in  this 
— what  I  may  term  haphasard— way,  and  the 
fact  of  our  having  to  discuss  this  amendment 
to-night  shows  how  necessary  it  is  that  we 
should  give  more  attention  to  measuree 
brought  before  this  House.  Also,  in  bringing 
before  the  House  such  a  measure  as  this, 
there  should  certainly  be  set  out  in  the  Bill 
the  reasons  for  it,  so  as  to  show  honour- 
able members  exactly  what  they  were  voting 
upon.  I  understand  that  by  voting  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  we  shall  be  voting 
for  the  principle.  I  hope  the  Committee  to 
which  it  is  to  be  referred  will  not  be  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  but  some  other  Committee, 
that  will  go  carefully  into  it  and  report  whether 
or  not  it  is  a  fit  and  proper  measure  to  place 
upon  our  statute-book.  I  am  not  going  into 
the  details  to-night.  We  have  had  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  a  very  careful 
exposition  of  the  law  relating  to  Native  lands, 
and  also  from  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District,  and  I  am  only  sorry 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Southern  Maori 
District  has  not  given  us  his  opinion.  I  do 
not  desire  to  trespass  any  longer  on  the  time 
of  the  House,  as  we  in  the  South  Island  are 
not  supposed  to  understand  much  about  Native 
affairs. 

Mr.  ERASER.— I  have  only  a  few  worda 
to  say  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  shall  not 
detain  the  House  long.  I  have  waited  patiently- 
for  an  opportunity  to  speak  on  this  question. 
A  great  deal  of  the  time  which  has  been  taken 
up  in  discussing  this  Bill  would  have  been 
avoided  had  the  course  usually  adopted  with 
Bills  of  this  kind  been  taken  on  this  occasion, 
—  namely,  to  have  taken  the  second  reading 
pro  formd  and  relegate  the  Bill  to  a  Committee. 
Sir,  I  feel  certain  had  that  course  been  adopted 
a  great  many  arguments  used  to-night  would 
have  been  quite  unnecessary,  becaune  I  feel 
perfectly  satisfied  that  when  this  Bill  cornea 
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-back  from  the  Committee  it  will  appear 
in  a  very  different  form  to  what  it  now  is ; 
I  f^el  quite  sure  of  that,  Sir.      The  reasons 

Siven  bv  the  Hon.  the  Minister  who  intro- 
aoed  the  Bill  were  threefold;  first,  that  it 
gave  effeot  to  something  Parliament  never  in- 
tended; secondly,  it  was  to  legalise  an  agree- 
.  ment  and  contract  to  mortgage,  which  agree- 
ment had  been  entered  into  by  fraud;  and, 
thirdly,  that  the  necessity  for  inquiry  into  the 
bona  ftde»  of  the  transaction  was  entirely 
avoided  by  this  amendment  of  1696.  Well, 
Sir,  what  evidence  have  we  of  what  was  the 
intention  of  Parliament  ?  How  can  the  honour- 
■able  gentleman  speak  confidently  as  to  what 
was  in  the  minds  of  members  of  this  House  ? 
It  was  true  in  1894  they  provided  power  to 
complete  contracts  for  lease  or  sale,  but  not  to 
complete  contracts  for  mortgage ;  but  the  Act 
of  1895  went  a  long  way  in  the  direction  of 
remedying  that  defect.  Evidently  it  did  not 
go  far  enough,  and  the  Act  of  1896  put  the 
,  completion  of  a  contract  for  a  mortgage 
in  tne  same  category  as  a  contract  for  a 
sale  or  lease.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  the 
.person  who  moved  the  amendment  thoroughly 
understood  the  effect  of  it,  and  what  he  put  in 
there  was  what  he  desired  to  achieve.  Well, 
what  evidence  was  there  given  to  us  that  this 
agreement  to  mortgage  was  procured  by  fraud  ? 
Simply  the  statements  of  two  or  three  honour- 
able members.  They  have  not  attempted  to 
adduce  any  proof  whatever  thereof.  I  listened 
carefully  to  their  arguments,  but  there  has 
been  nothing  but  the  bare  statement  that  thd 
whole  thing  was  acquired  by  fraud.  When 
such  charges  of  fraud  are  made  there  should 
be  some  proof  tendered  to  substantiate  the 
allegations.  We  also  had  the  statement  made 
that  this  agreement  to  mortgage  was  illegal. 
Will  the  Minister  who  introduced  this  Bill 
attempt  to  tell  this  •  House  that  prior  to 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1894  it  was  illegal 
to  advance  money  to  Natives  and  take  their 
agreements  to  mortgage  as  security  ?  At  the 
time  the  money  was  advanced — ^namely,  in 
1898 — it  was  perfectly  legal  to  so  act.  What 
happened  was  this:  The  Act  of  1894  made 
illegal  that  which  prior  to  said  Act  was  a  per- 
fectly legal  transaction.  All  the  Act  of  1896 
has  done  is  to  reinstate  the  man  who  lent  the 
money  to  the  same  position  he  was  in  prior  to 
the  Act  of  1894.  How  can  that  be  wrong? 
Then,  as  to  the  assertion  that  confirmation  is 
not  now  necessary,  that  is  to  say  that  the 
Oourt  does  not  now  require  to  confirm  a  mort- 
gage in  order  to  make  it  a  valid  document.  I 
am  a  layman,  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  cannot 
profess  to  say  definitely  how  the  matter  stands, 
but  if  confirmation  is  what  is  desired  it  could 
be  very  simply  achieved  by  putting  an  amend- 
ing clause  into  the  Act  of  1896,  making  it 
mandatory  that  such  inquiry  and  confirmation 
shall  take  place.  You  do  not  need  to  repeal 
12  0  B^^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^'  1896;  leave 
*  '  it  alone;  but  you  could  put  in  an 
additional  clause  making  inquiry  into  the  bona 
fides  of  all  transactions  mandatory,  and  so 
eliminate  any  doubt  whatever.  I  am  not  one 
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to  advocate  leaving  a  law  on  the  statate- 
book  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  leave  tibe 
Native  race  landless.  I  go  further,  and  tell  the 
honourable  member  who  introduced  the  Bill,  if 
the  legal  advisers  of  the  Grown  have  told  him 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  confirmation  by  the 
Court  is  now  avoidable,  I  will  give  him  my  help 
in  pushing  the  clause  I  have  indicated  tfatougfa 
so  as  to  remove  the  doubt.  I  think  there  is 
no  member  of  this  House  who  would  do  any- 
thing else.  But  we  are  not  prepared  to  pass  a 
Bill  which  is  going  to  do  a  positive  wrong.  If 
you  pass  such  a  measure  as  this,  next  year  or 
some  year  hence  it  will  be  quoted  as  a  preee- 
dent  as  regards  transactions  between  Boro- 
peans  and  Europeans.  That  is  why  I  object 
so  strongly  to  this  proposal.  I  only  deeired  to 
say  a  few  words,  in  the  hope  that  the  Bill  will 
go  to  a  proper  Conmiittee,  and  there  receive 
such  careful  consideration  that  when  it  comes 
back  we  shall  not  have  to  revise  it  again,  but 
will  find  it  an  equitable  measure  that  will 
commend  itself  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FIELD.— Sir,  I  understand  this  Bill  is 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  an 
error  that  is  alleged  to  have  crept  into  a  pre- 
vious measure.  Well,  that  may  be  83,  oat 
nevertheless  that  measure  became  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  I  think  we  should  exercise  the 
utmost  caution  in  enacting  a  measure  of  this 
kind  that  may  sacrifice  people  who  have 
entered  into  transactions  in  a  bond  fide  way 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  a  few  who  have 
acted  disnonestly.  Furthermore,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  gave  us  an  instance  in  which  the 
Natives  were  treated  dishonestly.  Perhaps 
they  were ;  but  if  the  Natives  incurred  debts  I 
do  not  think  we  should  do  anything  to  prevent 
their  creditors  having  reasonable  opportunity  of 
recovering.  If  a  Maori  incurs  a  debt  he  should 
be  made  to  pay  it  if  he  possibly  can.  At  the 
same  time,  I  am  perfectly  well  av?are  that  he 
sometimes  is  encouraged  to  get  into  debt, 
with  the  view  to  his  property  being  involved, 
and  that  certainly  should  be  discouraged.  It 
has  also  been  said  that  Natives  should  not 
be  allowed  to  mortgage  their  lands.  I  cannot 
go  that  length.  Europeans  find  it  necessary 
to  mortgage  their  lands  for  purposes  of  im- 
provement and  for  other  purposes,  and  I  think 
Natives  should  be  allowed  to  do  the  same  thin^ 
provided  always  we  take  care  to  insure  their 
being  fairly  dealt  with.  I  am  well  aware  that 
they  are  often  victimised  by  sharp  practitioners, 
and  this  should  be  guarded  against.  At  the 
same  time,  where  a  debt  is  incurred  in  a  fair 
and  open  way  I  do  not  think  we  should  debar 
the  creditor  from  having  his  security.  At  the 
same  time,  I  think  the  mortgaging  of  Native 
lands  should  be  discouraged  in  every  reasonable 
way,  but  I  do  not  think  we  oan  prevent  it 
altogether. 

Mr.  CABROLL.  —  I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  very  long.  I  think  a  good  deal  of  de- 
batable ground  has  been  removed  by  the  pro- 
position of  the  Government  to  set  up  a  special 
Committee  to  deal  with  the  Bill,  and  it  would 
be  unfair  to  go  into  the  details  affecting  the 
various  transactions  under  review,  because  it 
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might  be  aniioipating  the  work  of  the  Oom- 
mittoe.  I  ahall  therefore,  in  the  few  words  I 
am  going  to  say,  speak  only  in  a  general  way. 
The  question  of  mortgages  has  been  entered 
npon,  and  I  will  only  touch  on  this  transaction 
in  the  sense  of  its  being  an  incomplete  mort- 
gage prior  to  the  Act  of  1894.  The  question 
haa  been  raised  whether  it  was  legally  a  mort- 
gage at  that  time  or  not.  I  contend  it  was 
not.  By  the  Act  of  1878  mortgages  were  done 
4tway  with,  and  how  they  crept  in  afterwards 
is  not  very  clear,  but  I  think  it  must  have 
been  through  the  medium  of  the  Act  of  1886. 
However,  &ej  did  creep  in,  and  mortgages 
were  allowed  to  be  efieoted — I  am  not  quite 
sure  of  the  year,  but  they  were  permitted. 
Bat  in  this  special  case  there  were  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  Native  Lands  Frauds  Preven- 
tion Act  of  1888  and  the  subsequent  Act  of 
1889  which  removed  this  particular  transaction 
•oataide  the  nrovince  of  legality.  The  Native 
Xjands  Frauds  Prevention  Act  of  1888  pro- 
hibited dealings  with  Native  lands  unless 
4>wned  by  not  more  than  twenty  Natives.  The 
Act  of  1889  modified  to  a  certain  extent  the 
severity  of  the  Act  of  1888,  but  imposed  other 
'Conditions,  that  no  land  should  be  purchased 
from  the  Natives  in  freehold  of  an  area  exceed- 
ing 5,000  acres,  or  by  leasehold  of  an  area  exceed- 
ing 10,000  acres.  So  honourable  gentlemen  will 
eee  that  under  these  conditions  this  transaction 
in  respect  to  the  land  in  question,  comprising  an 
area  of  over  20,000  acres,  would  certainly  not 
-oome  within  the  province  I  have  referred  to. 
So  we  must  believe  it  was  illegal.  It  was  only 
«  contract  to  mortgage  at  its  best ;  it  was  not 
provided  for  in  the  Act  of  1884 ;  it  was  insufB- 
•oientlv  provided  for  in  the  Act  of  1895,  and  only 
plaoed  m  line  with  those  holding  incomplete 
leasee  and  sales  by  the  amendment  referred  to 
in  the  Act  of  1896.  That  is  a  short  sketch  of  the 
position.  I  was  careful  in  introducing  the  Bill 
to  use  language  of  the  most  moderate  order.  I 
never  do  desire  to  give  offence  in  any  matters 
•of  this  kind,  though  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
lor  me  to  disclose  the  two  instances  I  have  men- 
tioned, as  revealed  to  me  by  the  papers,  to  make 
it  apparent  to  the  House  that  there  was  a  neces- 
^ty  for  bringing  in  this  Bill,  otherwise  I  would 
not  have  gone  so  closely  into  details.  Honour- 
able members  in  criticizing  my  remarks  have 
endeavoured  to  attribute  to  me  language  that 
I  was  not  guilty  of.  It  has  been  said  that  I 
described  this  transaction  as  fraudulent  and 
dishonest.  I  never  used  the  word  '*  fraud," 
and  I  did  not  use  the  word  **  dishonest " ;  but 
I  endeavoured  to  show  the  grievances  which 
the  Maoris  were  labouring  under — the  injustice 
they  had  to  cope  with,  the  sufferings  that  had 
been  inflicted  upon  them — and  I  thought 
the  good  sense  of  the  House,  taking  all  the 
'Oironmstances  into  consideration,  would  afford 
that  relief  which  they  might  deem  fit.  I 
was  rather  struck  with  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  representing  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  (Mr.  Wi  Pere).  It  was 
a  sample  of  fairness  and  justice.  He  said 
practically  this:  that  we  must  try  to  save 
the  Umd   for  the   Maoris,  but   at    the  same 


time  we  must  consider  the  money  of  the 
pakeha,  so  that  he  will  not  lose  it.  I  think  that 
was  very  fair  coming  from  a  Native  member, 
who  one  might  naturally  think  would  be  par- 
tial in  the  other  direction.  I  do  not  propose  to 
say  anything  more  at  the  present  time.  As  I 
have  alreadv  said,  if  we  set  up  a  special  Com- 
mittee to  which  this  Bill  would  be  referred,  all 
matters  of  detail  will  be  better  dealt  with,  and 
a  thorough  investigation  of  the  bona  fides  will, 
I  am  sure,  enable  that  Committee  to  submit  a 
report  to  this  House,  which  I  think  ought  to 
satisfy  honourable  members. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  twelve 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  9th  November,  1897. 

The  Hon.   the  Spsaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPBESBNTATIVES. 
Tttesdayt  9th  November,  1897, 

First  Beading— Native  Land  Laws  Bill— Meant  Cook 
Hermitage— Otago  Central  Railway— Whitianga 
Block— Picton  Bailway-wharf— Hon.  H.  E.  Taia- 
roa's  Petition— Otago  Central  Railway— Bnah 
Fires— Railway  Fares— Bellamy's—Order  of  Pre- 
cedence—Telephone Charges  —  Bltham  Coort 
Sittings— Medical  Men  in  Country  Districts- 
Supply.  

Mr.   Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Kohukoha  Foreshore  Reclamation  Bill. 

NATIVE  LAND  LAWS  BILL. 
Mr.  SEDDON  (for  Mr.  Carroll)  moved,  That 
a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  ten  members, 
be  appointed,  to  which  shall  be  referred  the 
Native  Land  Laws  Amendment  Bill,  with 
power  to  confer  with  any  similar  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council ;  three  to  ' 
be  a  qaorum:  the  Committee  to  consist  of 
Mr.  B.  MoKenzie,  Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr. 
Graham,  Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Morrison,  Mr.  Sligo, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson,  Mr.  Pere,  and  Mr.  Carroll. 
He  wished  to  say  that  he  had  made  this  selec- 
tion in  accordance  with  what  seemed  to  be  the 
generally-expressed  wish  during  the  course  of 
the  debate,  and  he  thought  that  on  a  Commit- 
tee of  this  kind,  dealing  with  a  Native  ques- 
tion, there  ought  to  be  one  member  of  the 
Native  race ;  and  from  the  very  temperate 
speech  which  Mr.  Wi  Pere  had  made,  and  that 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks  with  respect 
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to  the  indebtedness  of  the  Natives— that  that- 
oaght  to  be  a  charge  on  the  land,  and  they 
oaght  honestly  to  pay  their  debts — he  thought 
in  selecting  that  hononrable  gentleman  he  had 
made  a  very  good  choice.  He  might  say  that 
he  wished  this  matter  dispesed  of  now  beoaose 
they  required  to  send  notice  to  another  place, 
so  that  they  could  also  give  notice  of  it  there 
that  day,  and  set  up  the  Committee  on  the 
following  day.  That  was  why  he  had  taken  it 
out  of  its  turn  in  the  order  of  business.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  agree  with  the  motion. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (for  Mr,  Pirani)  moved, 
That  the  name  of  Mr.  R.  McKenzie  be  struck 
out,  in  order  to  substitute  the  name  of  Mr.  J. 
W.  Kelly. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  it  was  a  very  invidious 
thing  to  ask  members  to  vote  on  individual  mem- 
bers of  a  Committee,  and  he  regretted  that  this 
motion  should  have  been  moved.  He  thought 
that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  both  sides  of  the 
House  should  consider  that  parliamentary 
business  would  never  be  carried  on  if  there 
was  not  some  modus  vivendi  discovered.  He 
asked  any  member  of  the  House  to  eay  if  he 
thought  that  this  was  a  proper  Committee 
to  deal  with  a  legal  matter  and  with  a  Na- 
tive matter,  for  both  were  involved  in  it — both 
the  Native  law  and  what  was  termed  the 
English  law.  On  this  Committee  there  was  not 
a  single  member  except  Mr.  Wi  Pere  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  who,  he  believed,  had  ever 
been  on  a  Native  Affairs  Committee  before,  or 
on  a  Committee  set  up  to  deal  with  a  Native 
matter.  Mr.  Monk  might  have  been  on  such  a 
Committee  years  ago,  he  did  not  know.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  fair  to  the  House  or  fair  to  the 
country  that  a  Committee  such  as  this  should 
have  been  selected.  He  was  not  saying  these 
gentlemen  would  not  act  fairly,  or  anything 
else ;  but  there  were  members  belonging  to  the 
Government  side  of  the  House  who  had  had 
experience  of  Native  matters  who  ought  to 
have  been  placed  on  this  Committee.  He  did 
not  know  why  the  present  Committee  had  been 
selected,  except  on  this  footing :  that  they  had 
been  selected  because  they  knew  nothing  about 
the  business  for  which  the  Committee  was  set 
up 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  That  was  urged  on  the 
Government  during  the  debate. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  was  very  much  as- 
tonished that  the  Premier  should  have  listened 
to  such  a  suggestion.  He  would  like  to  apply 
the  same  proposal  to  all  the  other  Committees. 
On  the  Mines  Committee  were  there  to  be  only 
those  men  who  knew  nothing  whatever  about 
mining?  On  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
were  there  to  be  only  those  men  who  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  Native  affairs?  Then, 
on  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  not  a  single 
member  who  knew  anything  of  agricultural 
and  pastoral  pursuits,  and  not  a  single  member 
on  the  Stock  Committee  except  those  who 
lived  in  a  town,  and  hardly  knew  the  difference 
between  a  horse  and  a  cow  ?  He  thought  if 
that  principle  was  to  be  adopted  in  regard  to 
Committees  it  would  be  difficult  to  understand 
the  reanon  for  it.  It  was  a  most  invidious 
MuSeddon 


position  in  which  to  place  members  of  the  Hoow 
— to  have  to  discuss  the  individual  najnes  of 
a  Committee.  He  thought  the  thing  for  ti»e 
House  to  do  was  to  negative  this  motion,  aod 
let  the  Premier  come  down  with  a  fair  Com- 
mittee, and  the  House  would  be  spared  tbs 
duty— for  he  thought  it  was  a  dutr — of  dis- 
cussing the  names  of  those  who  had  been 
selected*  He  asked  the  Premier  to  do  tbai— 
let  this  motion  for  a  Committee  be  negatived, 
and  let  him  come  down  with  another  Com- 
mittee composed  of  members  who  knew  eome- 
thing  about  the  matter.  He  said  that  those 
on  this  Committee  ought  to  know  somethhig 
about  the  Native-land  law  prior  to  1894,  whaX 
alteration  was  made  by  the  Act  of  1894,  what 
alteration  was  made  by  the  Act  of  1895,  and 
what  alteration  was  made  by  the  Act  of  1896» 
and  what  effect  the  present  proposed  alter&aoa 
would  have  on  the  Act  of  1894.  He  asked  the 
Premier  to  let  this  motion  be  negatived,  and 
then  come  down  with  names  of  membeis  who 
knew  something  about  Native  affairs. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man bad  misrepresented  what  he  said.  The 
honourable  gentleman  made  it  appear  that  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  had  said  that  the  House  had 
urged  the  selection  of  a  Committee  of  membeis 
who  knew  nothing  about  Native  affaire.  What 
he  did  say  was  this :  that  the  House  had  oigsd 
that  the  who.le  of  the  Committee  should  be 
composed  of  South  Island  members,  and  those 
who  had  no  dealings  with  Native  lands.  That 
was  urged  by  several  speakers,  but  he  did  not 
agree  with  them.  This  was  more  a  question  of 
leasing  and  finance  than  a  question  of  Native 
affairs. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he  first  of  all  wanted 
to  raise  a  point  apart  from  the  question  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Committee  altogether.  The 
Opposition  laid  this  down  as  a  principle  to 
steadily  fight  for :  that  they  claimed,  accoidhig 
to  proper  parliamentary  procedure,  that  they 
should  have  the  right  to  select  names  from 
their  own  side  in  due  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers in  the  House  to  represent  them  on  these 
Conmiittees.  He  had  said  before  that  the 
Opposition  would  oppose  any  Committee  set 
up  unless  they  were  consulted  offioially  as  to 
the  constitution  of  that  Committee.  He  wss 
not  starting  a  new  theory.  He  was  only  stating 
what  was  now  the  universal  praotioe  in  the 
House  of  Commons — that  the  Opposition  had 
the  right  to  name  the  representativee  from 
their  own  side  of  the  House  whom  they  wished 
to  place  on  the  Committees.  He  disagreed  also- 
gether  from  the  theory  that  because  a  man  had 
purchased  Native  land,  or  had  been  conneotsd 
with  the  purchase  of  Native  lands,  he  had  so 
right  to  sit  on  a  Committee  dealing  with  Kathfi 
lands.  In  ninety-nine  instances  out  of  eveiy 
hundred  a  man  who  had  purchased  Native  landi 
had  done  so  honestlv  under  the  statute  law  of 
this  colony.  Land  purchases,  prior  to  their 
being  registered,  had  to  pass  the  sorutiny  of 
the  Trust  Conmiissioner,  or  the  Court  itseli 
He  claimed  it  was  a  downright  wrong  that  this 
continual  implication  should  be  miuSe  that  a 
man  connected  with  the  purchase  of  Native 
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lands  was  ipso  facto  unfit  to  have  any  dealing 
with  a  judicial  ioquiry  into  dealings  with 
Native  lands.  He  did  not  agree  with  this 
theory  at  all.  Why  did  not  the  Premier  carry 
out  his  theory  ?  No  man  in  that  House,  not 
•▼en  the  Government  representative — ^he  meant 
the  Native  Minister,  and,  of  course,  in  his 
official  capacity — ^had  so  much  to  do  with 
trafficking  in  Native  lands  as  the  honourahle 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District,  Mr. 
Wi  Pere,  and  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
Mr.  Carroll.  Was  it  not  a  known  fact  that  the 
whole  tenure  of  the  land  on  the  East  Coast  had 
been  affected  by  the  transactions  that  had 
taken  place  under  the  auspices  of  the  East  Coast 
Land  Company — he  forgot  the  exact  name  at 
that  moment — of  which  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Eastern  Maori  District,  Mr.  Wi  Pere,  and 
the  mover  of  this  Committee,  Mr.  Carrol],  were 
the  two  principal  men  ?  The  men  who  had  done 
more  trafficking  in  huge  areas  of  Native  land, 
and  were  accused  by  the  Natives  of  having 
done  actions  most  detrimental  to  them,  were 
the  only  two  North  Island  members  who  were 
to  serve  on  this  Committee  if  the  Premier  was 
to  have  his  way.  Why  was  the  Premier  not 
logioal  ?  Why  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
select  these  two  men  who  were  liable  to  have  a 
Committee  set  up  to  inquire  into  their  traffick- 
ing with  Native  lands  on  the  East  Coast  as  the 
only  North  Island  members  to  serve  on  the 
Committee.  He  thought  it  was  perfectly 
absurd. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  not  his  con- 
tention. They  could  not  leave  out  the  Minister 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  Premier  had 
laid  down  that  no  person  who  had  any  dealings 
with  Native  lands  was  fit  to  sit  on  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Bir.  SEDDON  said  that  was  a  contention 
made  during  the  debate  in  the  House. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  did  not  think  so 
at  all.  The  Premier  was  very  fond  of  telling 
them  that  he  had  to  control  the  House;  and 
surely  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  going 
to  be  guided  by  what  he  imagined  to  be  the 
contention  ol  any  honourable  members  who 
had  spoken,  many  of  whom,  no  doubt,  were  in 
ignorance  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  tribunal,  should  be  those  who  had 
some  knowledge  of  Native-land  transactions; 
but  it  was  desired  to  set  up  a  Committee  which 
knew  nothing  at  all  about  the  subject.  The 
persons  who  composed  a  tribunal  or  commission 
to  deal  with  any  question  were  usually  selected 
because  they  had  some  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject into  which  they  were  going  to  inquire. 
And  yet  the  special  selection  of  members  made 
09  this  occasion  knew  nothing  whatsoever  of 
the  facts  into  which  they  were  going  to  inquire. 
What  he  got  up  to  say  was  this :  that,  this 
being  the  first  occasion  on  which  a  Committee 
was  set  up  subsequent  to  the  various  conflicts 
in  reference  to  the  sessional  Committees  of  the 
House,  he  laid  it  down  as  a  pxinoiple  that  the 
Opposition  should  not  allow  a  Committee  to  be 
seb  up  unless  they  were  taken  into  counsel,  and 
were  allowed  to  name  their  due  proportion  of 


the  members  they  wished  to  serve  on  the  Com- 
mittees. Perhaps  he  might  just  as  well  read 
to  the  Premier  the  custom  which  prevailed  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  conneotion  with  the 
setting-up  of  Committees ;  and  he  might  point 
out  that  men  who  had  made  the  most  serious 
charges  in  connection  with  matters  to  be  in- 
quired into  were  themselves  allowed  to  be  mem- 
hers  of  the  Committee,  with  the  special  object 
of  elucidating  the  charges  they  had  made. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Prosecutors  and  Judges  at 
the  same  time. 

Cantain  RUSSELL  said,  at  any  rate  he 
would  read  to  the  Premier  the  procedure  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  told  them  when  he  came  back 
from  England  ought  to  guide  them  very  materi- 
ally in  their  conduct  in  this  House.  He  had 
unfortunately  not  the  precise  date  of  the  ex- 
tract, but  in  connection  with  the  setting-up  of 
the  South  African  Committee,— 

"Mr.  Chamberlain  hoped  Mr.  Seton-Karr 
would  withdraw  his  objections,  for  two  reasons. 
The  first  is  a  general  reason,  which  applies  to 
the  appointment  of  all  Committees.  The 
arrangement  is,  as  I  have  said,  that,  the  pro- 
portions being  settled,  the  nomination  of 
members  on  each  side  is  left  to  their  respec- 
tive side  ;  and  for  the  Government,  therefore, 
to  interfere,  and  to  object  to  a  nomination 
from  the  side  of  the  Opposition,  or  vice  verad, 
would  be  to  strike  at  the  system  under  which 
our  Committees  are  elected,  and  would  give 
rise  to  endless  difficulties  in  the  future  pro- 
ceedings of  Parliament." 

Now,  nothing  could  be  clearer  than  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  there  that  it  was  essential 
that  both  sides  of  the  House,  the  due  propor- 
tion being  settled,  should  have  the  right  to 
nominate  their  own  members  to  serve  on  the 
Committee ;  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  went  on  so 
far  as  to  say, — 

"It  is  entirely  in  accordance  with  prece- 
dents chat  the  honourable  member  for  North- 
ampton, who  has  undoubtedly  taken  a  strong 
view  and  expressed  an  extremely  strong  view 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  should  be  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  and  be  enabled  thereby  to 
bring  his  charges  to  the  test." 

And,  again,  he  continues, — 

**  I  can  quote  precedents  such  as  that  of  the 
Hyderabad  and  Deccan  Committees,  in  regajcd 
to  which  very  strong  charges  were  made,  I 
think,  also  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Northampton.  The  honourable  member  was, 
however,  appointed  to  that  Committee,  and  did 
very  useful  service  to  the  Committee  in  endea- 
vouring to  elucidate  the  question.  Another 
Sreoedent  is  the  case  of  the  Foreign  Loans 
ommittee,  in  regard  to  which  my  noble 
friend  Lord  James  of*  Hereford  had  made 
certain  charges,  and  Lord  James  of  Herefoid 
was  appointed  to  serve  on  the  Committee.  I 
think,  therefore,  we  are  only  following  the 
course  according  to  precedent. 

'*  Objection  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Labouchere's 
name  added  to  the  Committee,  as  also  the 
names  of  Mr.  Wharton  and  Mr.  Wyndham." 

If  the  Premier  would  look  up  the  volume 
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<d  May,  of  1898,  he  would  notice  that 
there  was  what  was  termed  a  Selection  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  had  the  right  to  select  certain  members 
for  serving  on  the  various  Select  Committees, 
their  object  being  to  prevent  an  undue  political 
or  party  inlSuence  being  exercised  in  setting 
up  the  Committees ;  and  that  was  what  the 
Opposition  contended  for.  They  refused  to  be 
dominated  by  a  majority  in  this  House  as  to 
the  appointment  of  persons  whom  they  con- 
sidered most  suitable  to  represent  their  views 
■and  side  in  the  Committee.  Note  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain  said,  *'  It  would  give  rise  to  end- 
less difficulties  in  the  future  proceedings  of 
Parliament "  if  the  principle  of  each  side 
nominating  was  denied.  There  the  doctrine 
was  also  laid  down  that  the  men  who  formu- 
lated grave  charges  should  not  be  debarred 
from  being  members  of  the  Committee,  with  a 
view  to  elucidating  the  charges  they  had  made. 
Under  these  circumstances,  were  they  to  be  told 
^hat  because  a  man  had  expressed  strong  views 
in  this  House  he  was  to  be  debarred  altogether 
from  sitting  on  a  Committee  and  endeavouring 
to  give  efiecc  to  the  views  he  had  enunciated  ? 
Certainly  it  would  appear  to  him  to  be  wrong ; 
and  the  exclusion  altogether  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  men  who  were  qualified  by  their 
knowledge  and  dealings  in  Native  lands  to  serve 
on  that  Committee  was  to  make  almost  a 
burlesque  of  that  Committee.  It  was  so  in- 
Q  Q  vidious  a  task  that  he  declined  to  dis- 
cuss any  particular  name  on  the  Com- 
mittee. If  any  honourable  gentleman  would 
take  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  constitution  of 
the  Committee  he  thought  he  would  agree  with 
him  (Cantain  Russell)  there  had  been  a  selec- 
tion maoe  of  men  who,  from  the  localities  in 
which  they  resided,  and  from  the  occupations 
thev  pursued,  were  utterly  unable  to  deal  com- 
prehensively with  matters  so  intricate  in  their 
nature  as  Native- land  customs,  and  which  re- 
required  an  examination  of  the  subject  that 
must  be  guided  by  experience. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  said,  with  most  of  what  bad 
"faUen  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  he 
entirely  agreed.  That  honourable  gentleman 
had  stated,  and  stated  he  thought  with  a  great 
degree  of  truth,  as  well  as  with  logic  and  rea- 
son, that  because  a  man  has  been  engaged  in 
Native-land  dealings  he  was  not  necessarily 
-going  to  act  dishonestly  on  the  Committee. 
Perhaps  there  was  no  gentleman  sitting  in 
that  House  who  had  been  more  closely  as- 
sociated with  Native -land  transactions  than 
the  honourable  member  for  Napier  (Mr. 
McLean),  and  every  gentleman  in  the  House 
knew,  it  he  were  placed  on  the  Committee, 
he  would  act  with  fairness  and  justice  to 
the  Native  race  and'  to  the  European  race 
alike.  But  he  (Mr.  Lawry)  rose  for  the  pur- 
'pose  of  congratulating  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition on  his  recent  conversion.  He  had  now 
endeavoured  to  show  the  House  and  the  country 
that  in  a  question  of  this  nature  they  should 
rise  above  party  —  that  fitness  for  the  office 
should  be  the  first  and  paramount  considera- 
tion ;  yet  during  the  whole  of  the  session  the 
Captain  RtuteU 


honourable  gentleman  had  been  fighting  ior 
party  on  the  Committees  and  not  for  fitaeas. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  longht  for  patfy 
still. 

Mr.  LAWRY  said  the  honourable  gentlamaa 
had  said  this  was  a  question  that  should  be 
outside  the  party,  and,  with  his  coadjutor,  th« 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir.  B. 
Stout),  he  had  declared  over  and  over  agaii 
that  the  men  who  were  placed  on  this  Cooi- 
mittee  knew  nothing  whatever  about  Katite 
affairs.  He  was  astonished  at  the  hononraUe  j 
gentleman,  although,  as  he  had  already  indi- 
cated, he  had  agreed  in  the  main  with  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated.  Did  be  not 
know  that  the  honourable  member  for  Waits- 
mata  was  on  the  Committee,  an  honourable 
member  who  knew  more  about  Native  aiEain 
than  any  other  member  in  the  House  7  He 
spoke  the  language  of  the  Natives,  and  wis 
acquainted  witii  their  different  idioms  and  lil 
their  traditions,  and  if  the  Committee  went 
wrong  in  any  matter  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata  was  specially  qualified  to  put 
them  all  right.  And  that  honourable  gentle- 
man was  a  member  of  the  Opposition.  He 
(Mr.  Lawry)  had  very  frequently  dieagreed 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemafes 
on  public  questions ;  but  he  was  prepaied  to 
stake  his  political  reputation  that  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata  were 
placed  on  the  Committee  he  would  aot  with 
justice  and  fairness  and  distinguish  himself  by 
a  special  knowledge  of  Native  affairs  that  they 
would  not  otherwise  get  on  the  Committee. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  forgot  tiiat 
there  was  another  member  of  the  Committee 
who  was  acquainted  with  Native  affairs— 
namely,  the  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui,  Mr.  Carson.  If  there  was  any  one  man 
outside  of  the  honourable  member  for  Napier 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemats 
who  should  be  fully  acquainted  with  Native 
affairs  it  was  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui.  He  had  been  cradled  in  Native 
affairs.  He  was  bom  in  the  colony,  he  (Mr. 
Lawry)  believed.  He  had  been  in  Wanganui— 
in  the  very  hotbed  of  Native  cditentiona — for 
the  last  twenty-five  years  and  editing  a  news- 
paper there,  and  while  he  (Mr.  Lawry)  disagreed 
mainly  with  his  editorial  articles,  he  felt  bound 
to  say  they  were  the  most  clear,  lucid,  aud 
logical  articles  on  Native  affairs  he  had  read  is 
any  newspaper  in  the  colony.  What  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  object  to  ?  Did  he  sup- 
pose that  the  honourable  member  for  Inver- 
cargill  knew  anything  more  about  Natiic 
affairs  than  the  honourable  member  for  Mo- 
tueka?  They  all  admired  the  hononrahk 
member  for  Inveroargill.  They  admired  his 
consistency  and  his  ability.  But  he  was  a 
tradesman,  and  what  did  he  know  about 
Native  affairs?  And  yet  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment  pto- 
posed  to  remove  the  name  of  the  practical 
member  for  Motueka  to  make  room  for  the 
theoretical  member  for  Invercargill.  Was 
there  any  consistency  in  the  honourable 
gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  benches? 
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Gapfcain  RUSSELL  had  not  moved  any  saoh 
motion,  nor  said  any  such  thing. 

Mr.  LAWRT  had  not  said  the  leader  of  the 
OppoBition.  He  had  said  there  nias  an  amend- 
ment before  the  House  moved  by  another 
honourable  member.  He  believed  it  was  a  very 
good  Committee.  He  had  looked  through  the 
names  very  carefully,  and  there  was  not  a 
single  one  of  them  out  what  was  a  practical 
man.  And  then— could  he  allude  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton,  Mr.  RoUes- 
ton? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— No. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  said,  then  he  would  take 
another  opportunity ;  but  in  the  meantime  he 
would  repeat  his  congratulations  to  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  on  his  recent  conversion,  and 
he  believed  there  was  hope  for  that  honourable 
gentleman  yet. 

Mr.  GROWTHER  thought  he  could  see  that 
they  might  as  well  have  taken  that  afternoon 
as  a  holiday.  He  did  not  think  they  were 
going  to  do  much  work.  He  had  no  know- 
ledge by  whom  the  Premier  was  advised  when 
he  made  the  statement  to  the  House  that  he 
deemed  it  inadvisable  to  allow  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  to  deal  with  this  business. 
He  (Mr.  Crowther)  did  not  think  it  was  the 
right  step  to  take. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  offered  to  refer 
the  Bill  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  he  did  not  know  by 
whom  the  Premier  was  advised.  The  Premier 
had  said  on  Friday  night  he  was  advised  it  was 
not  vhe  right  Committee  to  deal  with  the 
question.  He  (Mr.  Crowther)  had  asked  him- 
self who  had  advised  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  he  doubted  whether  he  was  wisely 
advised.  He  thought  that  this  matter  should, 
the  same  as  other  matters,  have  either  been 
referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  or 
that  the  Hon.  the  Premier  should  have  oon- 
snlted  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  which  he 
could  see  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
going  to  do,  for  which  he  was  extremely  sorry. 
He  thought  the  Premier  should  have  agreed 
with  that  honourable  gentleman  that  he  should 
nominate  four  names  for  the  Committee,  and 
that  the  Premier  should  nominate  six  names. 
If  that  had  been  done  they  would  now  have 
been  going  on  with  the  business  that  afternoon 
in  proper  form.  If  the  Premier  were  in  Opposi- 
tion he  felt  thoroughly  convinced  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  fight  this  to  the  bitter 
end  as  determinedly  as  any  man  possibly  could 
do.  Was  there  anything  in  it  that  was  not 
fair  ?  If  the  Premier  had  a  representation  of 
six  as  against  four,  let  him  pick  his  six  names 
and  let  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  pick  his 
four.  What  was  there  vrrong  in  that?  He 
could  not  see  that  any  injustice  could  arise 
out  of  that ;  and,  if  in  respect  of  whatever 
Committee  they  were  asked  to  set  up  they 
were  to  spend  two  days  in  setting  up  one 
Committee,  surely  some  remedy  was  neeaed  to 
which  immediate  effect  could  be  given  in  the 
very  near  future.  He  was  not  desirous  of 
arguing  the  question  that  afternoon.  He  did 
not  want  to  waste  the  afternoon,  but  he  would 


impress  on  the  Premier  the  necessity  of  adopt* 
ing  that  course  when  setting  up  Committees. 
He  was  not  able  to  persuade  himself  there  was 
anything  unreasonable  in  it  either  to  the  Pre- 
mier or  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  re- 
fused, himself,  to  be  led  either  by  the  Premier 
or  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  He  pretended  • 
to  have  an  opinion  of  his  own,  and  he  was  de- 
tero&ined  to  nack  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability,, 
and  in  that  sense  he  felt  more  or  less  angry 
that  they  could  not  get  on  with  the  business. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  speaking  to  the  amendment, 
said  they  had  had  tne  South  African  Committee 
trotted  out  on  several  occasions. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Twice. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
did  not  seem  to  be  able  to  distinguish  between 
a  special  Select  Committee  and  the  ordinary 
sessional  Committees,  or  where,  as  in  this  case, 
it  was  an  open  Committee;  there  were  no 
charges  levelled  against  any  member  of  the- 
House.  In  the  particular  case  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  there  was  a  serious 
charge  levelled  against  Mr.  Chamberlain  him- 
self. He  was  practically  upon  his  trial  in  con- 
nection with  the  Jamieson  raid  ;  and  he  could 
quite  understand  Mr.  Chamberlain  taking  up 
the  position  of  saying,  **  I  do  not  want  to  be 
left  in  this  position  :  that  I  will  elect  the  Com- 
mittee to  try  myself."  The  ciroumstancea 
being  special,  they  ought  not  to  conceal  the 
position.  Our  leader  of  the  Opposition  did  not 
see  the  distinction  between  the  positions.  Now^ 
it  was  for  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  show 
him,  in  respect  to  all  sessional  Committees, 
that  the  leader  of  the  House  must  consult  the- 
Opposition.  Supposing  the  Opposition  would 
not  name  their  men. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  allow  him  to  correct  him. 
Here  were  the  words : — 

**  The  first  is  a  general  reason,  which  applies 
to  the  appointment  of  all  Committees.  The 
arrangement  is,  as  I  have  said,  that,  the  pro- 
portions being  settled,  the  nomination  of  the 
members  on  each  side  is  left  to  their  respective 
side ;  and  for  the  Oovemment  to  interfere, 
therefore,  and  to  object  to  a  nomination  from 
the  side  of  the  Opposition,  or  vice  veradf  would 
be  to  strike  at  the  system  under  which  our 
Committees  are  elected." 

Perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
answer  tnat. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  answer  it. 
There  used  to  be  a  Committee  of  Selection,  and 
that  Committee,  and  not  the  leader  of  the 
House,  used  to  select  the  names  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Only  a  certain  proper- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  now  obsolete. 

Captain  RUSSELL.—No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  say  it  was  ;  and  it  had 
been  the  custom  for  years  past  for  the  leader 
of  the  House  to  select  the  names  for  Commit- 
tees where  the  Oovemment  was  setting  them 
up.  And  he  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  tell  him  in  that  House  had  he  ever 
known  it  since  the  New  Zealand  Parliament' 
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was  a  Parliament,  where  the  leader  of  the 
House  accepted  the  names  of  Committees  from 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  ? 

Mr.  R0LLE8T0N.— Yes,  constantiy. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  the  case  with 
regard  to  Select  Committees ;  he  ooald  name 
«everal.  Cases  of  disqualification  were  the  only 
oases  where  he  knew  the  Opposition  to  be  con- 
sulted as  to  the  peraonjul  of  we  Committee. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — Banking. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes,  Banking ;  but  not 
on  all  the  Committees,  even  in  respect  to  bank- 
ing. In  the  case  of  the  ordinary  Conmiittees 
he  had  never  known  it  done  ;  and  he  challenged 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  go  through 
Hansard  and  give  him  any  cases  which  would 
controvert  what  he  was  now  stating.  He 
would  give  a  case  in  point.  Take  the  Middle 
Island  Native  Claims  Committee  of  1890; 
that  was  not  very  long  back.  There  were 
on  that  Committee :  Captain  Bussell,  Mr. 
Bryce,  Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Mitchel- 
son,  Mr.  Samuel,  and  Sir  John  Hall.  These 
were  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  on 
the  Government  side.  Who  represented  the 
other  side  ?  Mr.  Ballance  and  Mr.  Carroll. 
There  was  one  of  the  most  important  Commit- 
tees ever  set.  up,  he  thought,  for  dealing  with 
Native  questions.  Now,  he  would  take  the  year 
before  that,  1889.  They  had  Captain  Bussell, 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  Sir  John  Hall,  Mr.  Monk, 
Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Samuel,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mitohelson — seven  members  on  the  Govern- 
ment side,  and  the  strongest  men  in  the 
House,  to  two  on  the  other  side,  Mr.  Carroll 
and  the  late  Mr.  Ballance. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Mr.  Carroll  was  on 
our  side. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No  ;  not  in  1889. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  If  that  was  the  case 
it  made  it  all  the  worse,  for  they  were  all  on 
one  side  except  the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  Facts 
were  things  that  "winna  ding."  There  was  the 
position  carried  on  by  the  late  Government, 
and  what  about  all  this  virtue  assumed  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  ?  He  now  asked  for  a 
change,  and  what  he  asked  them  to  adopt  was 
against  every  precedent  they  had  in  that  House. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  could  not  com- 
plain in  respect  to  the  numbers  of  this  Com- 
mittee. Those  representing  the  Government 
were  fair  men,  and  there  were  four  Opposi- 
tion members  on  this  Committee.  Now,  in 
the  selection  of  this  Committee  they  would 
see  there  was  no  feeling  and  no  party  what- 
ever. He  took  Mr.  Sligo,  as  a  gentleman  who 
had  had  great  experience  in  respect  to  evidence 
in  connection  with  friendly  societies,  and, 
having  a  knowledge  of  evidence,  he  thought 
he  would  be  a  very  good  man.  He  was  new  in 
the  House ;  he  was  in  no  way  connected  with 
Native  matters,  and  he  reckoned  he  would 
make  a  very  good  man  on  this  Committee,  and 
one  who  would  certainly  take  up  a  fair  position 
and  see  there  should  not  be  a  wrong  done  in 
respect  to  the  question.  Then ,  take  Mr.  Carson , 
who  had  almost  a  life  knowledge  of  Native 
affairs.  He  was  proprietor  and  editor  of  a 
Mr.SMUm 


-paper  in  Wanganui  which  dealt  with  Native 
affairs  almost  daily.  To  say  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  Native  affairs  was  doing  him 
a  great  injustioe.  Then,  there  was  Mr.  Moiik, 
who  he  believed  would  act  oonsotentioiialy, 
and  would  see  justice  done  to  both  Natire  and 
European.  It  could  not  be  said  he  hsbd  had  bo 
Native  experience.  The  name  of  the  other 
Opposition  member  he  had  not  heard  questioned 
by  any  single  member  of  that  House.  If  ttien 
was  a  judicial  mind  in  that  House,  and  one 
capable  of  dealing  with  evidence  and  of  giving 
a  judgment  in  accordance  with  evidence,  it  was 
that  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson.  He  had  had  as 
much  experience  of  Committees  as  any  mem- 
ber; and  for  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to 
say,  practically,  **  The  four  names  you  have 
selected  do  not  meet  with  my  approval  *' 

Captain  BUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  objeot  to  them,  why  raise  the 
question  at  all,  except  it  was  to  be  captions  7 
It  was  as  much  as  saying,  *'  If  you  had  asked 
me  about  these  gentlemen,  Yes,  I  am  satis- 
fied." 

Captain  BUSSELL.— That  is  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  that  was  not  child- 
ish? 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Principle. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  principle  in 
it.  The  Hyderabad  Committee  was  a  speeisl 
Committee,  and  therefore  the  two  instances 
quoted  by  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
broken  down  completely.  The  honouraiUe 
member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Crowther)  was 
very  innocent.  The  honourable  gentleman 
would  excuse  him  saying  it. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— And  not  guQty. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  membec 
says  he  is  going  to  pretend  to  be  impartial — he 
was  not  going  to  be  impartial,  but  going  **(o 
pretend  to  be  impartial."  Now,  he  might  say  at 
once  that  the  honourable  member  ought  to  pat 
aside  all  feeling  and  be  impartial.  He  would 
tell  him  why.  The  objection  to  the  setting-up 
of  the  Native  Affairs  Conunittee  came  from  the 
other  side.  He  thought  it  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Biocarton  who  raised  the  qnestioB 
first,  on  what  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  contended  to  be 
fair  ground.  The  honourable  gentlenuui  had 
said,  "  As  the  honour  of  this  and  another 
place  is  involved,  it  ought  to  be  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee." Now,  the  Native  Affairs  Gommittss 
was  not  a  Joint  Committee.  It  sat  sepsiratdy, 
and  the  argument  of  the  honourable  member  fbr 
Biccarton  was  in  favour  of  the  setting-np  ol  a 
Joint  Committee.  Very  well,  he  would  agree  to 
that,  and  he  thought  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  would  now  see  the  foroe  of 
the  argument — namely,  that  as  the  amendment 
in  the  Bill  affected  both  Houses  it  was  only 
right,  as  it  would  save  time,  to  refer  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House,  to  sit  with  a  Commtttsc 
of  the  other  House,  thus  making  it  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee. That  was  the  reason  he  had  pronosed 
this  Committee,  and  he  didnotunderstanawhy 
there  should  have  been  the  slightest  diaousaioD, 
unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  blocking  other 
business.    He  had  not  received  any  notice  from 
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tbe  other  side  as  to  their  objeotiona  to  the 
Oommittee.  The  onlyobjeotioD  was  the  notice 
of  motion  given  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Riooarton,  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Wi  Pere  be 
■tmok  out,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
debate  that  had  sprung  up  seemed  to  him 
absolutely  incomprehensible.  This  was  an 
urgent  matter,  and  he  hoped  the  Opposition 
were  not  going  to  identify  themselves  with  pro- 
ceedings to  delay  the  Bill  going  through  until 
sQoh  times  as  the  parties  interested,  who,  he 
said,  were  guilty  of  wrong-doing,  had  been  able 
to  complete  the  wrong.  He  repeated  there 
was  a  great  danger  in  delay,  and  that  was  why 
he  had  brought  this  Oommittee  on  that  after- 
noon. If  anything  happened  to  prevent  Par- 
liament redressing  the  wrong,  the  responsi- 
bility must  rest  with  those  who,  by  their 
action,  brought  such  a  position  about.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  Oity,  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  as  to  members  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion being  on  the  Committee,  if  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  bad  stated  that  that  was  the 
ground  they  took  up,  and  that  the  Opposition 
wanted  Mr.  George  Hutchison's  name  sub- 
stitnted  for  the  name  of  a  member  representing 
that  side  of  the  House,  he  did  not  think  he 
would  have  taken  exception  to  it. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Oh  !  He  might  explain 
why  he  made  the  interjection.  The  reason  was 
this:  Why  did  not  the  Premier,  when  asked 
in  the  simplest  manner  possible,  allow  the 
Opposition  to  say  who  they  would  like  to  ask 
to  go  on  the  Oommittee  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  taken  up  the 
position  that  as  long  as  the  numbers  on  the 
Committees  were  proportionate  and  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  expressed  his  satisfaction 
with  the  members  proposed,  as  he  had  done  in 
this  case,  that  was  not  the  time  to  fight  out  the 
general  principle,  especially  in  a  case  where 
serious  wrong  was  likely  to  be  done  by  delay. 
For  his  part,  he  had  never  known  these  objec- 
tions to  be  taken  in  regard  to  previous  Oom- 
mittees — to  get  the  names  for  the  Committees 
irom  the  Opposition.  The  fact  was  that  all 
the  sessional  Committees  were  generiJly  agreed 
upon  and  the  names  placed  on  the  Order  Paper 
directly  the  session  commenced.  He  could 
give  one  case  of  a  Native  Affairs  Committee 
on  which  there  were  seven  Government  sup- 
porters to  one  Opposition  member,  as  follows : 
Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr. ' 
Monk,  Mr.  Mitchelson,  Mr.  Samuel,  and  Sir 
John  Hall,  while  the  only  one  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  was  Mr.  Ballance.  That  was  the 
Middle  Island  Native  Claims  Committee  of 
1890.  And  in  1889  the  following  gentlemen 
composed  the  Committee :  Captain  Russell, 
Mr.  Mitchelson,  Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr. 
Samuel,  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  Sir  John 
Hall.  There  was  really  nothing  to  fight  about 
in  respect  to  this  Committee.  He  hoped  ihey 
would  agree  to  set  the  Committee  up  and  get 
on  with  the  work. 

Motion,  *'  That  Mr.  R.  McKeneie  be  a  mem- 
her  of  the  Conunittee,"  agreed  to,  and  amend- 
ment negatived. 


Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  his  amendment  was 
to  substitute  the  name  of  Mr.  Pirani  for  that  of 
Mr.  Wi  Pere.  He  was  not  going  to  enter  into 
the  question  of  the  competency  of  the  mem- 
bers who  were  put  on  this  Oommittee,  but  he 
did  not  think  it  was  right  that  the  Committee 
should  go  without  protest  on  his  part.  If  there 
was  one  gentleman  in  the  House  who  was 
more  connected  with  Native  affairs  than 
another  it  was  Mr.  Wi  Pere,  and  small  blame 
to  him.  Mr.  Carroll  was  another,  and  It  was  an 
improper  thing  that  the  House  should  pass  a 
Committee  with  their  names  upon  it  on  this 
question — a  Committee  which  was  supposed  to 
exercise  judicial  functions  in  respect  to  very 
grave  charges  that  had  been  made — without 
taking  the  trouble  to  see  that  the  members  who 
were  put  on  the  Committee  were  beyond  the 
possibility  of  reproach  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  personally  connected  with  Native  affairs. 
Last  session  a  Bill  was  brought  down,  which 
never  got  even  a  first  reading,  proposing  to  give 
to  Messrs.  Carroll  and  Wi  Pere,  two  members  of 
this  Committee,  the  power  to  deal  with  some 
200,000  acres  of  Native  lands.  Then,  they  bad 
placed  on  the  table  a  petition  praying  in  the 
strongest  and  most  earnest  terms  that  these 
gentlemen  should  not  be  allowed  to  deal  with 
these  Native  lands.  The  petitioners  said,  '*  We 
do  not  wish  our  said  lands  to  be  placed  under 
the  management  or  control  of  Messrs.  Carroll 
and  Wi  Pere.  We  object  strongly  to  their 
application.*'  They  had  appealed  unsuccess- 
fully to  the  Validation  Court  for  the  purpose 
of  validating  certain  Native  titles  in  which 
they  were  interested.  He  did  not  wish  to  in- 
troduce a  new  subject  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
and  only  brought  it  forward  as  it  was  a  ques- 
tion affecting  the  Natives,  by  the  side  of  which 
this  particular  question  sank  into  insignificance* 

Q  n^  Very  large  questions  affecting  dealings 
in  Native  lands  were  coming  before  the 
House  that  had  not  been  dealt  with  by  the 
present  Government  during  six  years  of  office  ; 
large  negotiations  were  going  on,  which  he 
thought  members  of  the  Native  race,  and 
honourable  gentlemen  who  had  any  knowledge 
— and  he  himself  had  some  little  knowledge  of 
the  matter — would  know  were  going  to  deprive 
the  Natives  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
and^leave  them  with  nothing  but  debts  to  lawyers 
and*  others.  That  was  the  position  of  this  large 
question  of  Native  lands  on  the  East  Coast; 
and  here  they  had  this  question  brought  down 
with  a  flourish  of  trumpets  by  the  Government, 
as  though  they  were  fighting  the  battle  of  the 
Native  race  as  nobody  else  could,  or  would, 
fight  it.  That  was  his  reason  for  saying  that 
Mr.  Wi  Pere's  name  was  not  one  that  should 
remain  on  the  Committee.  He,  at  any  rate, 
thought  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
represented  properly  the  Native  race  as  put 
on  this  Committee,  then  the  name  of  Mr. 
Hone  Heke  should  also  be  put  on.  This  con- 
stitution of  the  Committee  was  such  as  the 
House  should  protest  against,  and  he  protested 
against  it  in  the  strongest  manner.  The 
question  of  the  constitution  of  the  Committee 
had  been  put  so  plainly  by  the  leader  of  the 
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Opposition  that  he  woald  not  go  further  into 
it ;  hut  the  whole  conduct  of  the  husiness  of 
the  House  for  the  future  largely  depended  upon 
the  proper  constitution  of  Committees,  and 
they  should  lose  no  effort  to  try  and  bring 
about  a  reform,  and  to  bring  back  that  state 
of  things  which  the  Premier  had  said  never 
existed  in  the  House.  He  (Mr.  RoUeston), 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Speaker,  had  a 
longer  experience  in  Paliament  than  any  other 
member,  and  he  said  absolutely  and  certainly 
that  for  years  and  years  the  question  of  Com- 
mittees had  always  been  a  matter  of  consulta- 
tion between  the  leaders  on  either  side  and  the 
Whips;  and  they  in  opposition  had  always 
been  consulted  as  to  the  constitution  of  Com- 
mittees. He  had  been  in  Parliament  long 
before  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  he 
would  therefore  pardon  him  for  speaking  con- 
clusively and  absolutely  on  a  question  of  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  haid  no  knowledge. 
He  presumed  the  Government  would  carry 
their  Committee  as  it  stood,  and  he  would 
make  use  of  some  plain  speaking ;  he  said  this 
Bill  which  had  been  brought  down  the  ocher 
day  was  simply  brought  down  as  a  veil  to  the 
Horowhenua  transaction.  The  question  raised 
by  the  Bill  which  this  Committee  would 
have  to  deal  with  was  one  that  involved 
very  grave  issues  in  the  future.  It  was  a 
veil  to  the  Horowhenua  transaction,  and  a 
veil  also  to  a  most  unwarrantable  attack  that 
the  Ftemier  had  made  on  the  Xjegislative 
Council ;  and  the  Committee  proposed  on  this 
Bill,  constituted  as  it  was,  was  a  sham  and  a 
delusion  and  a  snare — there  was  no  earnestness 
about  it.  He  did  not  care  personally  whether 
the  names  of  the  Committee  were  altered  or 
not,  but  he  hoped  there  was  some  chance  of  a 
Committee  in  connection  with  the  Upper  House 
— of  a  Joint  Committee — that  would  deal  fairly 
with  the  question.  But,  as  it  stood,  he  had 
neither  hope  nor  confidence  in  the  Committee, 
nor  in  the  result  of  this  question  altogether. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  speech  they  had 
just  listened  to  was  a  proper  drawing  of  a  red- 
herring  across  the  scent.  What  had  the  fact 
that  two  members  of  the  House — Messrs.  Wi 
Pere  and  Carroll — were  interested  in  large 
areas  of  Native  land  on  the  East  Coast  to  do 
with  this  question  ?  Nothing  whatever,  as  far 
as  he  could  see.  You  might  as  well  say  that 
every  member  in  the  House  who  had  been  at 
any  time  interested  in  Native-land  transactions 
should  not  be  on  the  Committee  simply  be- 
cause they  had  these  Native-land  dealings  in 
the  past,  or  at  present,  or  might  have  them  in 
the  future.  And  all  this  tirade  about  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  not  being  properly  attended 
to  because  the  Opposition  could  not  get  certain 
members  on  Committees  as  they  wanted  was 
utterly  absurd.  The  honourable  member  for 
Biocarton  told  them  he  was  an  old  member  of 
the  House — they  would  all  admit  he  had  been ; 
but  there  were  others  who  had  been  continuous 
members  for  as  many  years  as  he  had — and,  he 
daxed  to  say,  longer,  if  they  took  continuous 
service  into  consideration.     And  to  say  the 

Premier  was  quite  ignorant  of  Native  affairs 

Mr,  RoUeston 


Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  gathered 
from  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  that 
he  was  of  opinion  the  Premier  knew  nothing 
about  the  suojeot. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said,  what  he  said  wu 
that  the  Premier  did  not  know  about  the  pru> 
tice  of  the  House  at  a  certain  date — that  he 
(Mr.  BoUeston)  knew  it  years  before  he  did. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  would  venture  to  saj 
that  no  man  knew  the  rules  and  procedaie 
of  the  House  better  than  the  Premier.  He 
thought  that  oould  not  be  denied.  He  had 
often  heard  the  rules  of  the  House  debated,  and 
he  had  found  the  Premier  always  about  right  in 
his  opinion  about  the  standing  rules  and  the 
rules  generally.  He  saw  no  possible  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  this  continual  harping  oo 
the  Opposition  not  being  consulted  with  regaid 
to  the  setting-up  of  Committees.  The  Opposi- 
tion must  admit  that  the  four  names  chosan 
from  their  side  were  fair  names.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  entirely  wrong — and  he 
must  admit  it— in  saying  that  this  qnestian 
had  anything  to  do  with  Horowhenua.  The 
Government  would  fight  Horowhenua  out  on 
its  own  merits.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
in  introducing  Horowhenua  in  connection  with 
this,  must  have  been  entirely  misled.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  allow  the  Committee 
to  oe  set  up  and  go  on  with  the  work,  as  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  time  had  now  been  wasted 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  Premier  had  assamcd 
the  cloak  of  propriety  which  his  colleague  had 
entirely  thrown  off.  The  Premier  led  the 
House  to  believe  that  he  wished  to  set  op  a 
Committee  of  which  no  individual  who  had 
been  interested  in  Native  lands  should  be  a 
member.  The  Minister  of  Lands,  on  the  other 
hand,  told  the  House  it  did  not  matter  whether 
individuals  were  interested  in  Native  lands  or 
if  they  were  interested  indirectly  in  this  Bill- 
it  did  not  matter :  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  go  on  the  Committee.  He  did  not 
see  which  lead  they  were  to  take. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.>-It  is  your  own  fault 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  Premier  gave  them 
to  understand  he  wished  to  set  up  the  Com- 
mittee impakrtially.  The  Minister  of  Lands 
said  it  did  not  matter.  It  did  seem  to  him  the 
contention  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  wee 
a  just  one,  not  only  in  regard  to  proportion  but 
selection.  He  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  tvo 
on  the  question  of  propriety.  The  honourable 
member  for  Biocarton  had  stated  that  two  i 
members  were  proposed  to  be  placed  on  the 
Committee  who  were  actually  interested  in 
Native  lands  on  the  East  Coast,  and  in  a  peculiar 
way.  If  that  was  so,  and  if  this  Bill  was  deal- 
ing with  Native  lands  that  might  be  afleeted 
— the  lands  of  Natives  they  were  representinc 
as  trustees — it  was  right  the  House  shoold 
pause  before  putting  these  two  names  on  the 
Committee.  The  amendment  was  to  remove 
one  of  them,  who  was  one  of  the  tnisteei* 
and  to  place  on  the  Committee  the  name 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Palmentoo. 
He  thought  that  was  a  fair  and  ust  pR^poiaL 
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Mr.  Wi  Pere  undoubtedly  was  interested  in 
Native  lands  to  a  veiy  large  extent,  not  only  in 
his  own  person,  but  as  trustee  for  a  great  many 
others.  Well,  it  was  for  the  House  to  consider 
whether,  occupying  that  position,  he  oould 
take  up  a  fair  stand.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  Minister  who  moved  the  Bill,  the  Premiei 
had  told  them  the  reason  why  it  was  neoessary 
his  name  should  be  placed  on  the  Committee 
was  that  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Bill.  **  Hear, 
hear,"  said  the  Premier ;  but  why  was  he  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  ?  Had  he  ever  been  in  charge 
of  one  of  these  Bills  before  ? 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Yes. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  if  he  was  ever  in  ohatge 
of  a  Native  Land  Laws  Amendment  Bill  before. 
No,  he  bad  not  been.  He  had  looked  over  the 
Bills  for  the  last  three  years,  and  found  that 
Mr.  OarroU  had  never  been  in  charge  of  a 
Native  Land  Bill  at  all.  The  Premier,  who 
was  the  Native  Minister,  had  always  had 
charge  of  these  Bills.  This  was  the  first  time 
the  Premier  had  given  charge  of  a  Native  Bill 
to  Mr.  Carroll.  He  did  not  know  why  it  had 
been  done,  but,  of  course,  there  was  sufficient 
reason  for  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— For  convenience. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  had  no  doubt  it  was  very  con- 
venient to  have  that  argument  to  use — that, 
because  Mr.  Carroll  was  in  charge  of  the  Bill, 
therefore  he  should  be  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  fair  that  on  a 
particular  occasion  like  the  prasent,  when  he 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Wi  Pere,  was  so  largely 
interested  in  Native-land  transactions,  that  Mr. 
Oarroll  should  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  Bill 
which  he  never  had  charge  of  before,  in  order 
that  the  Premier  might  use  the  argument  that 
because  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Bill  he  should 
also  be  placed  on  the  Committee.  That  did 
not  seem  a  right  position  to  take  up.  He 
thought,  if  honourable  members  looked  over 
she  schedule  of  the  Native  Bills  for  the  past 
three  years  they  would  not  find  a  single 
instance  in  which  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
had  no6  charge  of  these  Bills.  In  1894 
the  Native  Laud  Claims  and  Boundaries  Bill 
was  in  charge  of  Mr.  Seddon  ;  the  Native  Laud 
Court  Bill  was  in  charge  of  Mr.  Seddon ;  the 
Native  Land  Court  Certificates  Confirmation 
Bill  was  in  charge  of  Mr.  Seddon  ;  the  Native 
Land  (Validation  of  Titles)  Bill  was  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Seddon.  Not  a  single  Native  Bill  of 
any  kind  whatever  was  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Oarroll. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Carroll  was  on  the  Na- 
tive Affairs  Committee,  and  had  charge  of  these 
Bills  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  he  had  not  charge  of 
these  Bills  in  the  House.  In  1895  the  circum- 
stances were  similar.  Mr.  Seddon  then  had 
charge  of  the  Native  Land  Claims  Adjustment 
Bill,  the  Native  Land  Laws  Bill,  the  Native 
Beserves  Bill,  and  the  Native  Townships  Bill. 
No  single  Native  Bill  was  then  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Carroll.  Then,  in  1896  the  Native  Land 
Laws  Amendment  Bill  was  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Seddon.  The  Native  Beserves  Bill  was  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Carroll,  and  that  was  the  first 
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Native  Bill  he  had  had  charge  of  for  three  years. 
That  was  the  only  Bill,  except  the  Ngaticoa 
Trust  Bill,  that  had  been  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Carroll.  It  was  notorious  that  the  Native 
Land  Laws  Bills  had  always  been  in  charge  of 
the  Premier — the  Native  Minister — who  on 
this  occasion  had  altered  it  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  use  the  argument  that  because  he  was 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  he  should  be  on  the  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  think  that  was  right.  It 
was  within  the  last  few  years  that  Mr.  Carroll 
had  been  placed  in  the  peculiar  position  of 
holding  important  trusts  vnth  regard  to  Native 
lands  on  the  East  Coast,  and  it  would,  certainly 
be  better  to  place  upon  the  Committee  some 
members  of  the  House  who,  at  any  rate,  were 
not  so  directly  interested  as  the  two  mentioned. 
He  recollected  perfectly  well  when  a  member 
from  the  South  Island  was  placed  on  an  im- 
portant Committee  to  deal  with  West  Coast 
Native  lands,  and  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Fish,  who,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  brought  down  a 
report  upon  which  he  was  congratulated  by 
all  sides  of  the  House.  That  he  took  as 
evidence  that  any  man  going  on  these  Native 
Affairs  Committees  could,  if  he  liked  to  give 
attention,  master  the  details,  and  not  only 
give  an  intelligent  vote  upon  the  subject,  but 
could  draft  a  satisfactory  report.  He  main- 
tained that  many  members  of  the  House  from 
the  South  and  from  the  North  Island  who 
were  not  interested  in  Natiye  affairs  could  go 
upon  the  Committee  and  oould  do  intelligent 
and  good  work  there,  so  that  the  report  to  be 
brought  down  would  be  accepted  with  more 
favour  by  the  House,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
be  freed  from  the  suspicion  that  interested 
parties  were  on  the  Committee,  and  had  been 
influenced  by  their  Interests  with  regard  to 
their  action  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
had  raised  as  the  principal  argument  against 
the  constitution  of  the  Committee  that  its 
members  knew  nothing  about  Native  affairs. 
There  may  have  been  eome  reason  for  thinking 
there  was  some  force  in  that ;  but  while  he  was 
meditating  over  that  statement  the  honourable 
member  for  Biccarton  had  got  up  and  said  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  placed  the  matter 
so  clearly  before  the  House  that  there  was  no 
need  for  any  further  discussion ;  but  with  the 
same  breath  told  the  House  that  the  Com- 
mittee as  constituted  knew  too  much  about 
Native  affairs.  Now,  what  were  they  to 
believe.  And,  to  add  to  the  puzzle,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  J.  Allen)  now 
said  he  did  net  know  which  leader  to  follow, 
and,  as  he  could  not  possibly  follow  two  who 
gave  such  different  utterances,  he  (Mr.  Mills) 
would  recommend  him  to  follow  the  Premier, 
who  did  know  his  own  mind.  The  principle 
with  regard  to  numbers  had  been  admitted  on 
this  Committee.  There  were  four  members  of 
the  Opposition  against  six  of  the  Qovernment 
party  ;  and,  that  being  so,  he  really  failed  to 
see  why  the  whole  afternoon  had  been  wasted 
over  a  matter  that  should  not  have  taken  five 
minutes  to  decide.     As  to  the  honourable  mem- 
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bei  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District,  Mr.  Wi 
Pere,  every  time  that  honourable  member  had 
spoken  he  (Mr.  Mills)  had  been  in  the  House, 
and  had  paid  all  possible  attention  to  him,  and 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  talked  with 
aii  much  shrewd  common-sense  as  any  one  in 
the  House.  He  had  noticed  that  the  honour- 
Able  member  put  matters  very  fairly  to  the 
loembers  when  discussing  this  same  question 
<.n  a  previous  occasion,  and  not  as  a  partisan, 
aud  therefore  he  thought  he  would  be  a  very 
good  member  to  place  on  the  Committee.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  th%t  there  were  men  in  the  House  who, 
if  they  gave  their  time  and  attention  to  the 
subject,  could  grasp  Native  affairs  as  well  as 
those  who  had  had  more  experience ;  but  where 
did  that  argument  lead  ?  It  led  to  the  oonolu- 
sion  that  they  need  not  set  party  against  party 
at  all,  but  should  select  the  best  men  to  sit  on 
a  Committee;  and  if  they  had  acted  in  that 
spirit  they  ought  not  to  have  gone  into  this  long 
discussion  at  all,  but  should  have  set  up  the 
Committee  at  once. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  would  point  out  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  go  very  far  back  to  get  the 
reason  why  there  was  objection  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Committee.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riocarton  had  really  let  the  cat  out  of 
the  bag,  and,  he  believed,  had  done  so  uninten- 
tionally. He  said  that  the  appointment  of  this 
Committee  was  not  in  itself  of  as  much  import- 
ance as  the  interests  involved,  as  large  negotia- 
tions had  been  going  on  for  six  years. 

Mr.  FRA.SER  said  the  honourable  member 
referred  to  another!case. 

Mr.  B0LLE8T0N  would  like  to  explain. 
What  he  said  was  that  this  Committee  was 
dealing  with  a  particular  question  that  sank 
into  insignificance  as  compared  with  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  negotiations  going  on  on  the  East 
Coast,  and  which  would  end  in  the  Natives 
being  made  landless  to  the  extent  of  two 
or  three  thousand  acres. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  his  honourable  fnend 
would  find  that  the  remarks  he  now  made 
would  not  read  well  in  unison  wi'th  those  he  made 
previously.  He  also  referred  to  the  legislation 
involved  in  the  question,  and  called  it  a  veil  to 
the  Horowhenua  matter.  He  (Mr.  McGowan) 
would  tell  the  House  the  position.  It  was  that 
this  legislation  was  likely  to  be  a  bar  to  the 
"  negotiations  that  had  been  going  on  for  the 
past  six  years,"  because  many  of  those  negotia- 
tions had  been  illegal,  and,  apparently,  the 
object  now  was  to  retaird  the  appointment  of 
any  Committee,  so  that  no  legislation  could 
take  place  until  the  negotiations  had  been 
completed.  Many  of  them  knew  that  that  had 
been  the  course  of  a  number  of  dealings  in 
regard  to  Native  lands.  The  purpose  of  the 
Bill  was  to  prevent  these  negotiations  being 
carried  into  effect,  and  so  spoliating  the 
Natives  of  much  of  their  land.  That  was  the 
gist  of  the  question. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  say  a 
word  or  two  about  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  would  ask  one  simple  question  :  Is 
the  Committee,  as  at  present  proposed,  set  up 
Mr.  MUU 


for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  the  hbots,  or  lor 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  Pre- 
mier? That  was  the  whole  matter  in  anat- 
shell,  and  if  honourable  memb<>ra  would  read 
the  names  they  would  find  in  them  the  answer 
to  the  question.  On  the  Government  side  there 
were  Mr.  R.  McKenzie,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Morrison,  Mr.  Pere,  and  Mr.  Carroll, 
the  mover.  As  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had 
remarked,  not  a  word  could  be  said  against 
those  honourable  gentlemen  in  their  oapaotties 
as  members  of  the  House;  but  were  they  pat 
on  the  Committee  to  give  the  House  a  judicial 
summing-up  of  the  facts  to  guide  them  in  their 
deliberations?  Was  there  a  member  of  the 
House  who  believed  they  would  bring  m  any 
report  other  than  such  as  would  support  the 
Premier  in  his  contention  ?  If  members  of  the 
House  would  only  speak  out  their  minds  be 
knew  what  they  would  say.  For  himself  he 
said  it  was  a  Committee  that  would  carry  oat 
the  will  of  the  Premier,  and  they  could  do  it  by 
virtue  of  their  majority. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked.  What  about  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  ?  The  Committees  might 
sit  jointly. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  no  doubt  sea  that 
that  Conmiittee  fell  in  very  well  with  the  one 
now  being  appointed.  Another  point  he  wished 
to  draw  attention  to  was  this,  and  it  was  one 
that  had  not  been  mentioned  before :  When  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  claimed,  as  he  consti- 
tutionally oould,  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
submit  certain  names  in  the  first  instance,  that 
selection  was  not  final.  It  was  not  far  the 
Government  merely  as  a  Government  to  say 
who  the  Committee  should  be,  and  it  was  not 
for  the  Opposition.  It  was  a  mere  question  of 
courtesy  that  the  Premier  should  consult  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  as  to  his  names ;  and 
when  they  were  submitted  to  him  and  he  placed 
a  resolution  before  the  House,  it  was  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  it  was  satisfied  with 
the  names ;  and  if  the  House  wanted  to  aitsr 
the  names  it  could  do  so.  The  Minister  of 
Lands  had  spoken  of  the  Committees  of  the 
past,  and,  alluding  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  said 
that  honourable  genUeman  knew  all  the  moves 
of  the  Standing  Orders  as  well  as  the  Premier. 
He  believed  the  honourable  member  did ;  bat 
there  was  one  thing  m  which  that  honourable 
member — whatever  his  other  faults  might  be — 
differed  conspicuously  from  the  Premier:  he 
took  care  in  all  such  matters  to  use  his  know- 
ledge with  fairness.  He  would  give  a  striking 
instance  of  how  the  House  used  to  set  ap 
Committees  in  the  past.  In  the  year  1885  a 
Committee  sat  to  inquire  if  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  had  committed  a  breach  of  the 
Disqualification  Act.  The  right  honoarable 
gentleman  was  then  a  follower  of  an  honoar- 
able member  with  whom  he  has  a  great  deal 
of  fault  to  find  now — Sir  Robert  Stout,  who 
was  then  the  Premier.  Sir  Robert  Stout 
moved  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  tan, 
and  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  thought  it  was  one 
of  the  fairest  Committees  that  had  ever  beso 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.]     Native  Land  Laws  BiU.  I  [HOUSE.]        Native  Land  Laws  BiU.       587 


«et  up  in  this  House,  as  was  proper,  seeing  that 
It  was  sitting  on  a  member  to  find  out  whether 
he  was  justified  in  continoing  to  occupy  his 
eeat  in  the  House.  On  bhe  Government  side 
there  were  the  mover  (Sir  B.  Stout),  Mr.  J.  G. 
Buckland,  Oolonel  Fraser,  Mr.  Hislop,  and  Mr. 
Moss,  and  on  the  Opposition  side  thern  were 
Mr.  B.  G.  Bruce,  Mr.  GonoUy  (now  Mr.  Justice 
OonoUy),  Mr.  Hursthouse,  Captain  Bussell, 
^and  Mr.  Sutter,  Mr.  Gonolly  being  appointed 
'the  Ghairman.  They  inquired  into  the  matter, 
•and  brought  down  a  report  acquitting  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Now,  if  that  Gommit- 
'tee — it  was  this  he  wanted  to  draw  attention  to 
— had  been  set  up  on  the  vicious  principles 
-on  which  the  Premier  now  constructed  his 
<k>mmittees,  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  have  had  the  opportunity  of  going  Home 
•recently  and  getting  honours  heaped  upon  him. 
As  things  were  now,  Gommittees  were  not  in- 
'tended  to  dispassionately  inquire  into  anything. 
The  Gonstitution  intended  they  should,  but 
for  years  past  they  had  been  set  up  in  order  to 
■carry  out  the  will  of  the  Premier ;  and  the  only 
difference  between  this  year  and  the  past  five 
^ears  was  that  the  Premier  found  when  he 
returned  this  time  that  the  independence  of 
•the  House  was  of  a  different  order,  and  that, 
besides  the  increased  strength  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, his  followers  were  not  prepared  to  carry 
•out  his  will  as  of  old.  He  recognised  that  it 
-was  no  use  trying  to  alter  the  Gommittee,  but 
it  was  just  as  well  to  Ifit  it  be  known  that  it 
was  not  one  that  could  be  relied  on  to  set  out 
the  facts  and  guide  the  House  in  their  decision. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  mem- 
i>er,  no  doubt,  thought  he  would  draw  him  by 

^  Q  referring  to  the  episode  of  1885  ;  but 
he  was  not  going  to  be  drawn.  He 
"wafi  perfectly  satisfied  to  have  been  unani- 
mously acquitted  by  the  Gommittee  of  the 
•charges  made  against  him.  He  also  desired 
<to  draw  attention  to  this  fact :  that  his  accuser, 
Captain  Sutter,  was  on  that  Gommittee ;  and, 
from  that  day  to  this,  he  never  had  to  thank 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Gity 
(Sir  B.  Stout),  in  connection  with  that  Gom- 
mittee, because  he  had  no  right  to  place 
Captain  Sutter  there  when  he  was  his  (Mr. 
Seddon's)  accuser.  He  ought,  of  course,  to 
have  been  present  to  conduct  the  case.  But 
bis  real  accuser  on  that  occasion  was  the  pre- 
sent honourable  member  for  Biccarton,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bolleston. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAGKENZIE.— Well,  he  was 
not  on  the  Gommittee. 

Mr.  SEDDON. —No;  he  was  not  on  the 
Gommittee,  but  he  got  Gaptain  Sutter  to  make 
the  unfounded  charges.  '  -  -^J 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAGKENZIB.-Then,  it  was 
fair. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Biccarton  was  his  real  accuser.  He  had  a 
very  lively  recollection  of  it,  and  of  the  fairness 
of  that  Gommittee,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Gity  (Sir  B.  Stout)  knewjof 
it  just  as  well  as  he  did.  ;>,.: 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.  —  You  say  they  unani- 
jnously  acquitted  you  ? 


Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes  ;  but  at  one  time  during 
the  course  of  their  proceedings  there  were  some 
members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
whose  actions  in  connection  with  that  Gom- 
mittee he  would  remember  as  long  as  he  lived, 
who  would  not  allow  party  considerations  to 
weigh  with  them  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion ; 
but  there  were  others  who,  without  his  being 
allowed  to  bring  evidence,  were  prepared  to 
bring  in  a  decision  against  him.  He  had  a 
lively  recollection  of  it;  and  to  be  told  now 
that  it  was  one  of  the  fairest  Gommittees  set 
up  in  that  House  was  against  all  the  facts. 
However,  he  would  say  nothing  more  about 
that.  He  had  no  more  desire  to  influence  the 
decision  of  this  Gommittee,  or  of  any  Gom- 
mittee, in  favour  of  the  Government  than  he 
had  that  the  Gommittee  should  come  to  a 
decision  in  favour  of  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. This  was  a  question  in  which  the 
honour  of  Parliament  was  involved,  and  he 
hoped  the  Opposition  were  not  going  to 
identify  themselves  with  this  amendment. 
If  they  were,  they  must  stand  or  fall  on 
whatever  the  result  of  this  Gommittee  might 
be.  He  had  not  identified  the  Government 
or  the  Government  party  with  it.  It  was  a 
question  of  taking  evidence  to  see  whether 
there  was  a  violation  of  the  law,  or  whether 
this  amendment  should  be  made,  and  surely 
the  names  mentioned  there  were  gentlemen 
who  could  give  a  fair  and  unbiassed  opinion. 
To  object  to  Mr.  Wi  Pere  because  he  was 
said  to  have  been  connected  with  Native 
matters  on  the  East  Goast  would  be  a  reflec- 
tion on  that  honourable  member;  and  if  that 
should  be  a  bar  to  him  and  Mr.  GarroU,  then 
he  said  none  of  these  men  should  be  on  the 
Native  Affairs  Gommittee.  The  same  argu- 
ment would  apply  to  the  Native  Affairs  Gom- 
mittee. They  might  as  well  say  that  none 
of  those  who  had  any  dealing  with  Native 
lands  should  be  on  the  Native  Affairs  Gom- 
mittee, and  they  should  not  cast  a  reflection 
on  Mr.  Wi  Pere  and  Mr.  Garroll.  Mr.  Wi  Pere 
had  been  placed  upon  that  Gonmiittee  without 
his  being  consulted,  and  if  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  strike  out  his  name  he  would, 
no  doubt,  have  asked  that  his  name  should 
be  removed.  The  honourable  member  was  a 
member  of  that  House,  with  all  its  privileges, 
and  they  should  be  very  careful  before  they 
cast  a  reflection  upon  his  honour. 

Mr.  GBAHAM  did  not  think  the  words  of  the 
senior  member  for  Dunedin  Gity,  Mr.  Soobie 
Mackenzie,  should  be  allowed  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged. That  honourable  member  generally 
got  up  to  say  something  upon  almost  every  suh- 
ject  that  came  up  in  the  House — whether  he 
understood  it  or  not  made  no  difference — and  on 
this  particular  subject  he  had  stood  up  to  ask 
and  to  answer  a  position  set  up  by  himself. 
The  honourable  member  said  he  had  no  hope 
of  any  alteration  being  made  in  the  pers<mnel 
of  the  Gommittee  as  proposed  by  the  Premier, 
but  he  thought  it  was  as  well  that  the  reason 
should  be  made  public  why,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  to  be  set  up.  He  asked  whether  it  vras  set 
up  to  elucidate  the  facts  in  connection  with 
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this  c^aoBiioQ,  or  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the 
Premier;  and  he  took  up  a  good  deal  of  time 
asking  these  questions,  not  beoaose  he  thought 
ihe  Committee  would  be  dictated  to  by  the 
Premier,  but  it  suited  his  purpose  to  say  so. 
Three  times  over  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
be  asked  the  same  question,  and  answered 
it  as  many  times,  apparently  quite  to  his 
own  satisfaction.  He  also  read  over  his  (Mr. 
Oraham's)  name,  amongst  others,  as  one  of 
those  which  he  asserted  had  been  placed  upon 
that  Committee  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the 
Premier.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Graham)  desired  to 
tell  honourable  members  that,  until  he  saw 
his  name  on  the  Order  Paper  after  be  entered 
the  Chamber  that  afternoon ,  he  had  no  idea 
that  his  name  had  been  put  down  as  a  member 
of  that  Committee.  And  he  desired  to  inform 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City,  if  he 
did  not  already  know  it,  that  when  he  took 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  a  Committee  he 
allowed  no  member  of  the  House,  neither  the 
Premier  nor  any  other  member,  to  dictate  to 
him  as  to  what  his  action  should  be.  The  Pre- 
mier knew  that  from  experience,  and,  notwith- 
standing his  experience  of  his  (Mr.  Graham's) 
action  on  former  occasions,  he  had  chosen  to 
put  his  name  on  this  Committee  without  having 
consulted  him  in  any  way.  The  Ministry 
knew  that  in  placing  his  name  on  this  Com- 
mittee they  were  placing  there  the  name  of  at 
least  one  member  who  would  have  an  opinion 
of  his  own,  and  who  would  say  what  he  thought 
and  would  vote  accordingly. 

Mr.  MORRISON  would  not  have  risen  but 
for  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie).  They 
had  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  from  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  but,  as  usual,  very  little  proof. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knew  this  was  a 
Committee  set  lip  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
and  inquiring  into  all  matters  relating  to  the 
proposed  legislation  in  connection  with  this 
Native-land  question.  He  thought  an  honour- 
able member  who  could  set  up  such  a  high 
moral  standard  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  always  doing  in  this  House  should  be  pre- 
pared to  advance  some  proof  to  support  his 
assertion,  and  he  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman,  whom  he  had  not  had  the  honour 
yet  of  meeting  upon  a  Committee,  that  when  he 
went  on  a  Committee  he  did  his  level  best  to 
come  to  a  fair  and  honest  decision  with  regard 
to  the  matters  brought  before  him.  He  had 
been  now  four  yearB  in  that  House,  and  neither 
the  Premier  nor  any  member  of  his  Cabinet 
had  ever  approached  him  in  connection  with 
any  matters  that  were  to  come  before  a  Com- 
mittee. The  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  were  absolutely  unwar- 
ranted. His  opinion  as  regards  the  real 
reason  which  was  actuating  the  Opposition 
in  this  matter  was  that  the  whole  intention 
was  to  block  the  business  of  the  colony,  and 
to  make  this  session  a  barren  one. 

Hon.  Membehs. — Give  us  something  new. 

Mr.  MORRISON  would  repeat  this  phrase 
that  the  Opposition  were  so  fond  of  re- 
peating :  that  they  were  fighting  for  a  grand 
Mr,  Oraham 


and  glorious  principle ;  but  the  real  truth 
that  there  was  concerted  action  on  the  pMrt  of 
the  Opposition  members  to  block  the  boainesa 
of  the  House,  and  the  sooner  the  people  of 
the  country  knew  what  their  taoties  were  the 
better  it  would  be  for  all  concerned.  Then» 
with  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honoorable 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  honourable 
gentleman  professed  to  give  a  quotation  from 
a  speech  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  with  regard  to  the  setting- 
up  of  a  Committee  on  the  British  South  African 
question.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  is  reported  in 
the  English  Hansard  of  the  80th  July,  1896» 
page  1058,  as  having  moved  as  follows  : — 

**  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  British 
South  Africa  Company,  and  to  report  what 
alterations  are  desirable  in  the  government  of 
the  territories  under  the  oontroi  of  the  Com- 
pany. That  the  Committee  have  leave  to  hear 
counsel  to  such  extent  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and 
have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records.'' 

This  was  the  English  Hansard  containing 
that  resolution,  and  there  was  not  a  single  line 
in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  or  of  any 
subsequent  speaker,  such  as  Captain  Russell 
had  placed  before  the  House  that  afternoon  aa 
the  utterance  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  he  chal- 
lenged the  honourable  gentleman  to  prove  it. 
The  reports  of  Mr.  Cl^^herlain's  speech  and 
the  reports  of  the  speeches  of  subsequent 
speakers  also  appeared  in  the  London  TimM 
of  the  Slst  July,  1896,  just  about  the  same 
as  they  appeared  in  Hansard,  What  Mr. 
Chamberlain  was  discussing  was  whether  it 
was  advisable  to  appoint  a  Commission  or  a 
Committee  in  connection  with  the  South 
African  question,  and  after  due  consideration 
he  thought  that  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  deal 
with  the  question.  With  regard  to  the  Hydera- 
bad Company,  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  only  dis- 
cussing the  propriety  of  examining  all  the 
witnesses  who  presented  themselves  or  not  on 
oath.  That  was  only  a  phase  of  the  questioa 
he  was  discussing.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
Government  were  not  following  the  consti- 
tutional rule  in  appointing  a  majority  on  the 
Committee.  In  the  London  Times  of  the  Slst 
July,  1896,  under  the  heading  of  "Political 
News,"  was  the  following: — 

'*  After  careful  consideration  the  Government 
have  decided  to  propose  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  administration  of  Rhodesia  shall 
consist  of  thirteen  members  —  eight  Union- 
ists, four  Radicals,  and  one  Nationalist.  No 
arrangement  has  yet  been  come  to  in  regard  to 
the  Chairmanship;  and  the  hope  is  growing 
that  Mr.  Chamberlain  may  after  all  consent  to 
be  nominated.  As  soon  as  this  point  is  settled. 
Sir  William  Walrond  will  confer  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Ellis  as  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee,  and  the  thirteen  names  will  be 
placed  upon  the  notice-paper.  It  is  expected 
that  the  Radical  members  on  the  Committee 
will  be  Sir  William  Haroourt»Mr.  Labouchars* 
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Hr.  Bazton,  Mid  Mr.  John  Ellis.  Amongst  the  I 
Unionists  will  probably  be  8ir  Richard  Web- 
ster. Mr.  Isaacson  has  addressed  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Chamberlain  stating  his  intention  to  op- 
pose the  nomination  of  any  member  connected 
Erectly  or  indirectly  ?rith  South  African  com- 
panies." 

He  would  try  and  meet  the  argument  raised 
by  Sir  Robert  Stout  to  the  effect  that  the  Oom- 
mittee  should  be  chosen  from  persons  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  Native-land  matters. 
The  London  Times,  in  an  editorial,  while  criti- 
cizing the  discussion  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  previous  day,  and 
complimenting  members  on  the  harmonious 
nature  of  the  discussion,  said  this : — 

"  The  Select  Committee  ought  to  resemble 
-a  Commission  as  closely  as  possible  in  its 
temper,  and  in  its  method  of  dealing  with 
mixed  questions  of  fact,  of  judgment,  and  of 
polioy.  Consequently,  the  thirteen  members 
-of  whom  Mr.  Chamberlain  thinks  it  should  be 
composed  ought  to  be  chosen  from  the  most 
impartial  and  fair-minded  sections  of  the 
parties  that  will  be  represented.  This  rule,  to 
^hioh  we  can  scarcely  imagine  any  objection 
in  principle,  ought  to  exclude  every  one  who, 
whether  by  position  and  interest  on  one  hand, 
.or  by  habitual  and  violent  partisanship  on  the 
other,  is  precluded  from  bringing  to  the  inquiry 
an  open  and  candid  mind." 

Those  words  were  a  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
-from  Sir  Robert  Stout  that  afternoon.  The 
remarks  which  Captain  Russell  had  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  were  of  such  a 
strong  character  that  he  (Mr.  Morrison)  could 
hardly  conceive  a  politician  so  astute  as  Mr. 
•Chamberlain  being  prepared  to  give  the  whole 
of  his  case  away  in  the  manner  described  by 
-Captain  Russell.  He  had  quoted  from  the 
Imperial  HoMard,  and  also  from  the  London 
Times,  He  was  afraid,  if  Captain  Russell  had 
taken  the  extracts  out  of  the  London  Timee 
himself,  he  had  made  a  mistake ;  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  depended  on  some 
•other  person  to  give  him  the  information,  he 
had  certainly  been  misled  on  this  occasion. 
The  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  were  extraordinary.  For  him- 
self, he  (Mr.  Morrison)  could  say  that  when 
he  was  appointed  to  a  Committee  he  did  his 
best  to  arrive  at  a  jost  and  proper  decision. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  had  stated  that  the 
Opposition  were  always  talking  about  ques- 
tions of  principle.  It  was  necessary  that  tnere 
should  be  prmciples  somewhere  or  another, 
and  it  was  right  that  the  Opposition  should 
direct  attention  to  the  necessity  of  it.  They 
had  had  a  good  illustration  of  it  in  connection 
with  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham.  The  honourable  member  tried  to 
lead  the  House  to  suppose  that  he  (Captain 
Russell)  had  been  quoting  from  the  Imperial 
Hansard.  The  honourable  member  only  five 
minutes  before  had  sent  over  to  him  asking 
where  the  extract  was  to  be  found  in  Hansard, 
and  he  wrote  back  to  the  honourable  member 
stating  that  the  quotation  was  from  the  London 


Times,  Therefore,  the  honourable  member's 
principle  was  not  very  apparent  when  he  tried 
to  persuade  the  House  that  he  (Captain 
Russell)  had  been  quoting  from  Hansard  a 
passage  which  he  could  not  find,  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  not  there. 

Mr.  MORRISON  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
While. the  honourable  gentleman  stated  that 
his  extract  was  from  the  London  Times,  the 
honourable  member  was  unable  to  give  the 
date. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man tried  to  mislead  the  House  into  the  belief 
that  he  (Captain  Russell)  was  quoting  from 
Hansard.  And,  subsequently,  because  the 
honourable  member  had  looked  into  the  Times 
and  had  not  found  the  words,  he  therefore 
argued  that  he  (Captain  Russell)  was  incorrect 
in  his  statement.  When  he  spoke  he  said  he 
could  not  for  the  moment  state  the  date, 
because  the  preceding  part  of  the  extract  was 
used  in  a  previous  debate,  and  was  sent  up  to 
the  Hansard  gallery  a  week  or  ten  days  ago. 
The  extract  was  supplied  to  him  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui.  It  was  a 
type -written  extract,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  it  was  absolutely  accurate.  He 
would,  however,  as  soon  as  he  met  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui,  make  a 
point  of  getting  precise  information  vrith 
respect  to  the  exact  date,  and  he  would  state 
the  result  to  the  House.  If  he  had  made  a 
mistake  he  would  admit  it ;  but  he  did  not 
think  he  had  made  a  mistake,  because  there 
was  a  verisimilitude  about  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
remarks.  It  was  only  his  intention  to  speak 
for  about  five  minutes,  although  the  Minister 
of  Lands  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  had,  he  thought,  improperly  said 
that  the  Opposition  were  debating  this  ques- 
tion with  the  view  of  preventing  this  Bill 
coming  into  operation.  He  thought  it  was 
unjust  and  wrong  that  accusations  of  that 
sort  should  be  made.  The  Opposition  con- 
tended for  a  principle,  and  that  principle  was 
that  Committees  of  that  House  should — as 
far  as  it  was  possible  to  be  so  —  be  im- 
partial. That  was  the  object  of  the  Oppo- 
sition— that  was  what  they  were  contendmg 
for,  and  what  they  intended  to  contend 
for.  Standing  Order  No.  68  of  the  House  of 
Commons  said  that,  before  any  person  gave 
notice  of  the  names  to  serve  on  a  Select  Com- 
mittee he  should  consult  the  persons  proposed 
to  be  appointed  as  to  their  willingness  to  act. 
Now,  that  went  to  show  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  person  setting  up  Select  Committees, 
first  of  all,  to  ascertain  that  the  honourable 
members  whom  he  proposed  to  put  on  those 
Committees  were  quite  willing  to  act  on  them  ; 
and  there  was  the  principle  laid  down  that 
there  should  be  a  consultation  before  the  Select 
Committees  were  set  up,  according  to  No.  68  of 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
It  was  necessary,  if  a  Select  Committee  was  to 
have  any  influence  at  all  with  the  House — if 
the  members  of  that  Committee  were  affected 
with    what,    unfortunately,    was    growing    so 
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freqaent  in  that  House — grave  imputations 
thrown  on  the  impartiality  of  Committees — 
that  misfortune,  which  was  a  very  great  mis- 
fortune, oould  be  obviated  solely  by  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  which  should 
command  the  confidence  of  both  sides  of 
the  House.  That  was  what  they  were  oon- 
tending  for.  In  this  particular  instance,  he 
believed  he  had  said — at  any  rate,  he  now  said — 
that  the  individual  names  he  was  not  going  to 
axgue  about.  He  was  prepared  to  assume  that 
every  member  appointed  to  that  Committee 
was  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  serve  upon  that 
Committee  ;  but  he  did  maintain  they  would 
never  have  a  Select  Committee  properly  set  up 
to  inquire  into  a  matter  judicially  unless  there 
was  consultation  between  both  sides  of  the 
House — that  the  very  essence  of  the  constitu- 
tion should  be  that  there  should  be  satisfaction 
throughout  the  House  with  the  Committee, 
and  that  was  what  they  were  contending  for. 
This  was  not  a  matter  whether  Mr.  A  or  Mr.  B 
or  the  honourable  member  for  one  place  or  the 
honourable  member  for  another  place  should 
be  appointed,  but  that  there  sh<mld  be  such 
consultation  between  the  two  sides  of  the 
House  as  would  insure  a  Committee  being  set 
up  in  which  the  House  itself  would  have  com- 
plete confidence.  That  was  what  they  were 
struggling  for.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier, 
when  he  replied  to  his  first  observations, 
seemed  to  think  that  the  principle  of  selection 
did  not  apply  generally  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Now,  he  was  not  alluding  to  sessional 
Committees,  but  to  Select  Committees,  of  which 
this  one  under  discussion  was  a  very  fair  illus- 
tration, and  it  was  laid  down  in  May,  1893, 
page  381  :— 

*'  The  nomination  of  Select  Committees  have, 
in  special  oases,  been  intrusted  by  order  of  the 
House  to  sources  other  than  its  own  decision. 
For  instance,  the  House  has  appointed  certain 
Committees  by  ballot,  or  has  named  two  mem- 
bers and  appointed  the  rest  of  the  Committee 
by  ballot ;  or,  having  chosen  twenty-one  names 
by  ballot,  has  permitted  each  of  two  members 
nominated  by  the  House  to  strike  off  four  from 
that  number;  and  the  House  habitually  re- 
sorts to  the  Committee  of  Selection  for  the 
nomination,  either  partially  or  wholly,  of  the 
members  of  Select  Committees." 

Now,  that  was  what  they  were  contending  for. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Are  you  contending  that  it 
should  be  as  between  the  two  leaders  ? 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  was  contending 
upon  the  statement  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  that 
this  was  the  custom  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  he  was  informed  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton,  than  whom  there  could  be 
no  better  judge,  that  it  used  to  be  the  custom 
in  this  House,  long  before  he  (Captain  Russell) 
held  a  prominent  position  in  it,  for  the  leading 
men  on  the  two  sides  of  the  House  to  confer 
as  to  who  should  be  the  members  of  Com- 
mittees. Let  them  suppose,  for  argument, 
that  the  honourable  member  was  wrong,  and 
that  this  had  never  been  the  custom,  he  mtun- 
tained  that  now  they  should  establish  the 
principle  that  in  the  appointment  of  Select 
Captain  Russell 


Committees  there  should  be  oonsnltation  be- 
tween the  leaders  of  the  House.  That  would 
establish  the  principle  at  which  they  wer» 
aiming — namely,  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees which  should  command  the  confidence 
of  both  sides  of  the  House.  May  went  on  to- 
say,— 

*'  The  Committee  of  Selection  has  also  been 
empowered  (20th  May,  1692)  to  divide  a  Select 
Committee  into  two  Committees,  and  to  appor- 
tion between  the  Committees  the  Bills  referred 
to  the  original  Committee.  The  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Mail  Contracts,  15th  March,  1869,. 
was  ordered  to  consist  of  seven  members,  five 
to  be  nominated  by  the  Committee  of  Selection^ 
and  two  to  be  added  by  the  House." 

He  might  be  told  that  this  was  soaroely 
h  propos,  but  he  maintained  it  was  apposite, 
because  there  was  the  principle  laid  down  that 
in  Select  Committees  there  should  be  a  tri- 
bunal appointed  for  the  impartial  decision  of 
persons  free  from  party  bias,  and  that  was 
what  they  were  contending  for. 

*'The  Select  Committee  on  the  Contagiona 
Diseases  Act  (17th  February,  1880,)  was  ap- 
pointed, ten  members  to  be  chosen  by  the  House 
and  five  by  the  Committee  of  Selection.  The 
House  ordered  (16th  April,  1883,)  that  the 
nomination  of  five  members  to  serve  on  a- 
Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Conmions- 
(Channel  Tunnel)  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Selection." 

In  that  case  they  took  it  absolutely  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Government  and  placed  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Selection.  And 
again,  on  the  10th  March,  1887,  "  that  the  Com- 
mittee (London  Corporation,  Malversation,  Ac.)- 
do  consist  of  five  members  nominated  by  the 
same  Committee."  There  they  had  precedent 
without  end  of  the  desire  to  make  Select  Com- 
mittees— they  must  remember  this  was  apait 
from  sessional  Committees — absolutely  impar- 
tial tribunals,  so  that  the  question  of  political 
bias  should  not  be  allowed  to  come  into  the 
matter  at  all : — 

**  As  the  House  has  delegated  this  duty  to 
the  Committee  of  Selection,  no  notice  of 
motion,  either  for  the  discharge  of  a  member 
nominated  by  that  Committee  or  for  the  sub- 
stitution of  another  member  in  his  place,  is 
permissible,  unless  such  motion  is  given  under 
authority  from  the  Committee  of  Seleotioo. 
Members  are  also  nominated  to  serve  on  a 
Committee  to  examine  witnesses,  without  the 
power  of  voting,  or  to  serve  on  a  Committee, 
and  to  take  part  in  its  proceedings,  but  with- 
out the  power  of  voting.  In  the  nomination 
of  members  to  serve  on  Select  Gommitteee,  and 
on  Select  Committees  to  whom  hybrid  Bills 
or  private  Bills  may  be  referred." 

Now,  hybrid  Bills  were  Bills  of  a  semi-pnblie 
character,  affecting  private  rights;  and  this 
Bill,  the  setting-up  of  a  Committee  on  which 
they  were  considering  now,  was  distinctly  ft 
hybrid  Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  affected  private 
rights,  as  was  stated  when  the  Bill  was  brooght 
down. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  was  by  the  amendment, 
not  by  ttie  introducer. 
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Captain  BUS8ELL  said  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, when  he  introduced  the  Bill,  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  it  affected  private  rights;  and 
during  the  course  of  the  discussion,  in  a 
manner  which  was  really  painful  for  him  to 
listen  to,  certain  names  were  inveighed  against 
in  the  most  bitter  terms,  and  the  personal 
oharaoters  of  those  gentlemen  were  afiected. 
There  could  be  no  question  that  the  Bill  was  a 
hybrid  Bill,  and  therefore  was  one,  if  it  was  to 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  at  all,  which  should 
be  referred  to  one  appointed  similarly  to  the 
Select  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons 
— an  impartial  tribunal,  selected  themselves 
by  a  body  selected  for  that  particular  purpose. 
And  then,  as  to  this  question  a»  to  the  right  of 
persons  who  were  affected  at  all  by  the  matter 
to  be  on  that  Committee,  May  said, — 

**  In  the  nomination  of  members  to  serve  on 
Select  Committees,  and  on  Select  Committees 
to  whom  hybrid  Bills  or  private  Bills  may  be 
referred,  the  House  and  the  Committee  of 
Selection  are  not  bound  to  couHider  whether 
members  are  personally  interested  in  the  matter 
or  Bill  referred  to  the  Committee,  and  no  ob- 
jeotion  can  be  raised  in  this  respect  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Committee." 

Now,  he  submitted  that  the  quotations  which 
he  had  made  from  May,  confirming  as  they  did 
the  words  which  were  used  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain in  connection  with  the  South  African  Com- 
mittee, went  to  show,  first  of  all,  that  both 
sides  of  the  House  had  a  right  to  be  consulted 
in  the  appointment  of  members  to  certain 
Oommittees,  and  there  ought  to  be  every 
effort  to  try  and  select  an  absolutely  impartial 
tribunal  for  the  business  that  was  brought 
before  those  Committees.  That  was  the  object 
for  which  the  Opposition  were  striving.  They 
were  anxious  that  such  a  Committee  should  be 
set  up,  and  that  all  this  unfortunate  inter- 
ference with  business  might  be  avoided  by  the 
mere  fact  of  both  sides  of  the  House  being  con- 
sulted. They  claimed  the  absolute  right  to 
appoint  men  from  their  own  side  to  any  Com- 
mittee which  was  set  up,  so  long  as  the  number 
was  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  members 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  If  the  Pre- 
mier would  only  agree  to  such  a  proceeding  as 
that,  he  could  assure  him  there  would  be  no 
trouble  whatever  in  setting  up  any  Committee. 
All  that  they  insisted  upon,  and  what  they 
folly  intended  to  contend  tor  in  the  future,  and 
insist  upon,  was  that  they  should  be  consulted 
as  to  the  names  of  members  from  that  side  on 
these  Committees.  They  claimed  the  right  to 
name  their  own  men,  and  to  name  them  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  members  on  the 
opposite  side. 

Mr.  MOBBISON  desired  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  He  did  blame  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  for  a  statement  made  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  afternoon  as  to  a  certam  extract 
being  taken  from  Hansard.  He  had  searched 
through  Hansard^  and  he  had  sent  over  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  asked  him  to  point 
out  where  the  extract  was  made  from,  or  where 
he  bad  got  his  information.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  replied  stating  that  he  had  got 


it  from  the  London  TimeSt  but  he  was  unable 
to  give  the  date.  He  looked  through  the 
Tiimss,  and  he  stated  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks  that  it  did  not  appear  in  the  Ha^tsard 
he  had  looked  at,  and  it  certainly  did  not  ap- 
pear io  the  London  Times  of  the  dates  which 
he  had  quoted. 

.  oQ  Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  said  he  would 
'  lust  like  to  know  whether  it  was  in- 
tended that  this  proposed  Committee  should 
have  the  power  to  call  evidence.  If  the  motion 
was  carried  as  it  stood  on  the  Order  Paper, 
there  would  be  several  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  would  not  know  much  about 
Native  matters.  It  would  therefore  be  neces- 
sary in  their  case  that  they  should  have  the 
right  of  calling  evidence.  This  would  not  be 
necessary  if  the  Committee,  as  had  been  pro- 
posed, were  to  consist  of  Native  experts.  Pro- 
bably this  omission  was  not  intentional,  but. 
there  was  no  provision  in  the  motion  for  calling 
evidence,  and  he  would  just  like  the  Premier 
when  replying  to  state  what  he  intends  to  do 
in  this  particular. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  say  in  answer  to  th» 
question  that  it  would  be  left  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee. He  would  have  no  objection  to  add  to 
the  motion  if  there  was  any  doubt  about  it,  but 
he  thought  the  Joint  Committee  had  the  power. 
If  not,  if  some  member,  after  they  had  decided 
this  point,  would  move,  '*  with  power  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers,"  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  would  not  have  risen 
had  it  not  been  for  the  cry  raised  this  after- 
noon, as  it  was  continually  being  raised  in  the 
House,  that  if  a  member  discussed  any  motion 
before  the  House  he  was  blocking  business. 
That  was  a  very  unfortunate  cry  to  be  raised ; 
and  if  business  had  been  blocked  it  had  been 
blocked  by  the  Government.  The  Premier 
had  spoken  three  times,  the  Minister  of  Lands 
once,  the  member  for  Nelson  City  once,  the 
member  for  Caversham  once,  and  both  Whips 
had  spoken ;  and  therefore  it  proved  that  the 
rumour  in  the  lobbies  or  outside  about  the 
meeting  that  morning  was  incorrect,  because 
it  was  stated  that  hereafter  no  one  was  to 
be  permitted  to  speak  but  Ministers  and  the 
Whips  except  by  the  permission  of  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier.  He  thought  when  he  saw 
the  Ministers  get  up,  and  the  Whips,  one  after 
another,  that  no  doubt  they  were  speaking  in 
order  to  see  that  their  members  were  pre> 
sent  in  the  lobby  to  vote  when  the  division 
was  called  on.  That  must  have  been  the  ob- 
ject of  their  speaking,  because  they  threw  no 
light  on  the  subject,  and  one  could  see  they 
were  indulging  in  a  stonewall  for  the  purpose 
of  a  little  delay.  He  objected  altogether  to 
the  statement  that  no  person  was  to  be  allowed 
to  speak  except  by  permission  of  the  Ministers, 
because  that  was  what  it  amounted  to.  Now, 
he  would  further  say  this :  that  he  could 
not  understand  what  was  meant  by  "  blocking 
business."  He  asked,  what  was  the  business 
of  this  House?  It  was  not  the  dealing  with 
and  passing  those  Bills  that  the  Government 
may  choose  to  bring  down ;  it  was  to  discuss 
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every  matter  and  understand  every  matter 
that  came  before  the  House:  and  Parliament 
might  perform  its  duty  although  not  a  single 
Bill  was  passed.  The  main  function  of  Par- 
liament was  to  criticize  the  administration — 
it  had  not  merely  a  legislative  function ;  and 
it  was  only  a  country  in  which  the  administra- 
tion could  not  be  criticised  that  could  not  be 
called  free.  The  great  object  of  Parliament 
was  to  oritioiae  the  action  of  the  Bzecutive, 
and  find  out  what  they  proposed  to  do  and 
what  they  were  doing.  He  wanted  to  say,  in 
reference  to  this  Committee,  that  no  one  had 
raised  any  objection,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  to 
the  personnel  of  the  Committee,  except  further 
than  this :  that  members  of  the  Committee 
should  be  chosen  for  their  knowledge.  This 
was  not  the  case  in  this  instance ;  and  it  was 
perfectly  plain  also,  from  the  strong  party  feel- 
ing in  this  House,  that  Committees  were  set 
up  now  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  decision 
beforehand.  And  they  had  it  stated  openly 
that  this  Committee  was  set  up— for  what 
purpose  7  To  get  this  Bill  passed,  in  order  that 
certain  private  transactions  should  be  invali- 
dated. That  was  the  expressed  statement 
coming  from  the  Qovernment  Whip.  If  that 
was  not  the  object  of  the  Committee,  why  set  it 
up  at  all  ?  That  was  the  whole  position,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  when  the  divisions 
came  on  in  the  Committee  it  would  be  seen 
whether  party  feeling  was  brought  into  it  or 
not.  He  was  afraid  it  would  be^  He  only 
rose — he  did  not  wish  to  delay  the  House ;  he 
had  not  spoken  altogether  above  five  minutes — 
to  say  he  exceedingly  regretted  that  business 
should  have  been  blocked;  but  it  had  been 
blocked  by  the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  had  been  sitting  there 
that  afternoon  until  he  had  got  quite  tired  of 
listening  to  the  persistent  flood  of  eloquence 
pouring  from  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  he 
wondered  what  the  explanation  of  the  debate 
might  possibly  be.  Whether  it  was  carried  on 
as  a  protest  against  the  Premier's  disloyalty  in 
forcing  the  House  to  transact  business  upon  the 
birthday  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  whether  it 
was  a  protest  on  the  part  of  certain  members 
who  wished  to  be  down  in  Christchuroh  attend- 
ing the  Carnival,  or  at  the  labour  sports  in 
Wellington,  or  whatever  the  explanation  might 
be,  the  House,  it  seemed  to  him,  had  fallen  into 
a  state  of  fearful  depression.  He  had  intended 
to  protest  against  the  remark  of  one  speaker 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson  City,  who  complained  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie)  had  something  to  say  on 
everything  that  came  before  the  House.  Well, 
he  did  not  see  that  this  was  any  particular 
offence.  It  seemed  to  him  it  was  time  there 
was  a  keener  interest  taken  in  matters  coming 
before  the  House  than  had  been  the  custom  in 
years  past.  There  was  another  remark  which 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  which  he 
would  like  to  refer  to.  When  an  ineinuation 
was  made  that,  as  a  member  of  this  Committee 
or  any  other  Committee,  the  honourable  member 
would  be  found  carrying  out  the  behests  of  the 
Sir  R,  Stout 


Ministry  of  the  day,  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson  City  repudiated  the  suggestion  wiUi 
scorn.  Well,  he  only  had  the  recollection  of 
one  occasion  when  the  honourable  member 
occupied  a  position  on  a  Committee  of  thin 
House — an  important  position — and  he  never 
remembered  any  member  of  this  Parliament  or 
any  other  Parliament  occupying  such  a  pitiable 
position  as  the  member  for  Nelson  City  did  whan 
Chairman  of  the  Banking  Committee  of  this 
House  a  year  or  two  ago.  He  was  glad  to  hesr 
from  the  honourable  member  that  he  hsd  no 
intention  of  submitting  to  any  such  tyranny  on 
the  part  of  the  Premier  in  the  future,  and  that 
if  the  honourable  member  was  elected  by  this 
House  to  any  honourable  position  he  intended 
to  give  the  country  the  very  best  effort  he  wss 
capable  of,  and  that  the  honourable  member 
would  not  be  tyrannized  over  in  future,  and 
that  no  man  would  dictate  to  him  as  to  whst 
he  should  do  in  his  capacity  as  a  member  or 
Chairman  of  a  Committee.  The  honourable 
member  for  Caversham,  also,  had  something 
to  say  about  blocking  the  business  of  the 
country.  It  struck  him  that  this  was  a  veiy 
clever  mancauvre  on  the  part  of  the  Govem- 
ment.  An  honourable  member  who  had  spoken 
on  this  side  of  the  House  had  suggested  that 
the  discussion  was  being  carried  on  by  the 
Opposition  because  they  were  opposed  to  this 
legislation  going  through.  Well,  now,  where  did 
this  legislation  come  from  which  necessitated 
the  Bill,  and  necessitated  the  Committee  ?  is 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  difficulty  that  had  arisen 
was  created  not  by  a  member  of  the  Opposition 
in  another  place,  not  by  a  gentleman  repre- 
senting Opposition  interests,  but  by  a  gentlemsn 
in  another  place  who  was  appointad  by  the 
Ministry ;  so  that  really  the  Ministry  was  the 
source  of  the  trouble  :  and  that  they  should 
regard  the  discussion  of  this  question  by  aov 
members  of  this  House  as  an  attempt  to 
father  legislation  that  it  was  now  sought  to 
undo  he  could  not  for  the  life  of  him  under- 
stand. If  any  one  was  chargeable  with  blook- 
ing  the  business  of  the  House  this  aftemooo 
it  was  their  own  side. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Whose  side  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOB  said  that  he  claimed  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Liberal  party,  although  not 
a  serf  of  that  party.  He  did  not  envy  any 
member  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  was 
willing  to  enter  into  a  state  of  serfdom  in  this 
House,  and  that  was  a  position  onfortooately 
occupied  by  a  number  of  men  who  always  came 
to  heel  when  the  party  whip  oraoked,  and 
who  had  souls  of  their  own  outside  the  House, 
but  who  had  no  soul  of  their  own  inside  the 
House.  Weil,  as  he  was  saying,  the  honoaiaUe 
member  for  Caversham  complained  that  tb« 
debate  this  afternoon  was  the  result  of  a  4)on- 
oerted  action.  Well,  on  whose  part  ?  If  it  wss 
a  concerted  action  to  block  the  business  of 
the  House,  then  he  said  it  was  the  desire 
of  this  side  of  the  House  to  block  business. 
The  Premier  had  spoken  three  times,  and  he 
was  desirous  of  speaking  a  fourth  time,  and 
would  have  done  so  only  that  Mr.  Speaker 
pulled  him  up.    In  fact,  if  Mr.  Speaker  had 
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not  been  qnite  bo  alive  to  the  namber  of  times 
-the  honourable  gentleman  had  spoken  he  would 
have  spoken  twenty  times.  There  was  no 
limit  to  the  amount  of  information  the  Premier 
was  prepared  to  give  the  House  upon  this  sub- 
ject or  any  other  subject  under  the  sun.  The 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham  also  told 
the  House  that  he  did  not  know  his  name 
was  on  the  Committee  before  he  came  to  the 
House  that  day.  There  was  no  necessity,  how- 
ever, for  letting  any  member  of  the  caucus 
party  know  when  their  names  were  to  go  upon 
a  Committee.  They  knew  what  their  duty 
was,  and  they  did  it.  There  was  no  luore 
necessity  for  their  knowing  what  the  Premier 
intended  to  do  with  them  than  there  was  for  a 
certain  species  of  fish  to  have  eyes.  These 
fish  lived  under  conditions  where  eyes  were  a 
superfluity,  and  there  were  public  men  in  this 
colony  this  day  who  lived  in  an  atmosphere 
where  independent  thought  was  a  superfluity  ; 
consequently  they  were  not  consulted.  The 
OEierits  of  the  question  seemed  to  him  to  be  of 
an  important  character.  He  did  not  approve 
^f  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  If  that  honourable  gentleman's 
argument  were  conceded  it  would  make  the 
evil  of  party  government  in  this  House  more 
keenly  felt  in  the  future  than  it  had  been  in 
the  past.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  said  that  all  Com- 
mittees  of  the  House  should  represent  the 
House  itself ;  they  should  represent  the  coun- 
"try,  and  not  necessarily  any  two  sections  in 
the  House.  Why,  it  was  conceivable  that 
parties  as  they  now  existed  might  cease  to 
•exist.  It  was  conceivable  that  there  might 
be  a  serious  split  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  in  that  event  that  a  new  party  might 
eome  in  that  was  determined  to  clean  and 
purify  the  political  atmosphere.  He  asked, 
then,  supposing  the  contention  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  been  admitted,  and 
that  only  two  sections  of  the  House  were 
to  receive  representation  on  any  Commit- 
tee, was  it  not  likely  there  might  be  an 
important  section  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country  that  would  be  entirely  ignored  ?  The 
position  would  almost  appear  to  be,  to  one 
who  quietly  sat  and  watched  the  proceedings 
in  the  House,  that  there  was  a  large  section  of 
the  House  who  were  slaves  to  precedent,  and 
that  there  was  another  large  section  who  were 
slaves  to  party.  He  could  not  eee  that  it  par- 
ticularly mattered  to  them  what  the  House  of 
Commons  had  done.  He  thought  they  ought 
to  be  able  to  form  their  own  precedents  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind.  The  personnel  of  the 
Committee  was  undoubtedly  the  important 
matter.  And  the  Premier,  after  eulogizing 
nearly  every  member  of  the  Opposition  in 
a  manner  that  suggested  that  he  had  been 
colloguing,  possibly,  with  those  honourable 
gentlemen,  which— in  honour  to  his  own  sup- 
porters, he  ought  not  to  do — said  he  wanted  on 
the  Committee  men  of  judgment  and  honesty 
of  purpose  ;  and  for  that  reason  he  (Mr.  Taylor) 
was  going  to  support  the  nomination  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  (Mr. 
Pirani).     He  did  not  think  there  was  a  member 


on  either  side  of  the  House  who  would  deny 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston 
was  a  man  of  keen  judgment.  If  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  were  speaking  on  the 
matter  he  would  probably  say  that  the 
honourable  member's  keen  judgment  was 
another  term  for  his  capacity  for  making  mis- 
chief. Well,  it  would  be  a  sorry  Assembly  if 
they  had  not  a  few  mischief-makers  in  it,  and 
it  would  be  a  very  bad  time  for  the  country 
when  it  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  men  of 
the  calibre  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston.  He  supported  the  nomination 
of  that  honourable  gentleman  in  opposition  to 
that  of  Mr.  Wi  Pere,  for  the  reason  that,  guided 
by  the  information  that  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  had 
gleaned  from  older  members  of  the  House,  he 
was  inclined  to  think,  from  ihe  connection  of 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori 
District  with  Native  affairs  on  the  East  Coast, 
that  he  was  not  one  who  should  be  placed 
in  a  position  of  responsibility  such  as  the  mem- 
bership of  this  Committee.  He  wished  further 
to  say  they  ought  not  to  be  in  Wellington  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  he  could  only  regard 
the  opposition  that  had  been  shown  to  the 
transaction  of  business  by  members  of  the 
House  during  the  past  few  weeks  as  being  part 
of  the  Jubilee  festivities,  that  the  Premier  com- 
menced when  he  went  Home  last  April.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  get  to  business,  and  pro- 
ceed with  other  concerns  that  ought  to  be  en- 
gaging their  attention  at  the  present  time.  For 
the  reason  he  had  stated  he  would  support  the 
nomination  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  (Mr.  Pirani)  in  opposition  to  the 
nomination  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  (Mr.  Wi  Pere). 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  that  he  had  had  occa> 
sion  to  leave  the  Chamber  for  a  few  moments, 
and  he  was  informed  that  during  his  absence 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  had  taken  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  attack  him  in  a  very  discourteous 
and  ungenerous  manner  in  reference  to  his 
(Mr.  Graham's)  position  as  Chairman  of  the 
Banking  Committee  last  year.  Not  having 
heard  the  words  that  were  used  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City,  he  could 
not  reply  to  him  at  the  present  time,  but  he 
would  ask  Mr.  Speaker  to  let  him  refer  to  the 
matter,  if  necessary,  later  on,  after  he  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  report  of  what  the 
junior  member  for  Christchurch  City  had  said. 

Mr.  HALL.JONES  did  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing that  might  prolong  the  debate,  which  he 
thought  had  gone  too  far  already,  and  he  would 
not  have  risen  to  speak  at  all  but  for  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  in  reference  to 
his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Nel- 
son City.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very 
remarkable  thing  that  whenever  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  got  up  to  speak 
in  the  House  he  had  always  something  to  say 
of  a  very  unpleasant  character,  and  he  seemed, 
in  stating  his  opinions,  to  be  under  the  im- 
pression that  there  was  no  one  in  the  House  or 
in  the  country  who  was  honest  or  independent 
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but  himself.  He  was  only  happy  when  speaking 
oonkemptuously  of  some  other  person.  The 
honourable  gentleman  started  his  speech  just 
now  by  referring  to  members  on  the  Ok>vem- 
ment  side  of  the  House  as  being  servile  followers 
of  the  Government,  and,  after  a  very  mild 
criticism  of  his  leader  on  the  other  side,  he 
wound  up  by  saying  that  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Riooarton,  thus  showing  that  he  always  oame 
to  the  heel  of  his  leader  when  the  party  whip 
cracked.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  young 
in  politics,  although,  perhaps,  not  so  young  in 
years  as  he  appeared  to  be.  He  (Mr.  Hall- 
Jones)  only  hoped  that,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  a  session  or  so  longer  in 
the  House,  he  would  display  more  judgment 
than  he  had  done  so  far  when  he  addressed 
or  referred  to  older  members  of  the  House. 
He  had  just  one  word  to  say  in  reference  to 
the  subject  before  the  House.  They  were  told 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  members  proposed  for  the 
Committee.  He  was  satisfied  the  numbers 
should  be  as  provided  for  by  the  motion,  and  he 
had  also  no  objection  to  the  names  proposed  to 
be  put  on.  Then,  for  the  life  of  him  he  (Mr. 
Hall-Jones)  could  not  see  why  the  question 
should  not  have  been  settled  two  hours  ago. 

Mr.  MONK  took  exception  to  some  of  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor),  and  he  thought 
they  were  rather  uncalled  for,  in  attempting 
to  name  parties  as  they  were  in  the  House. 
He  claimed  **  our  side  "  as  being  the  Liberal 
side.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Monk)  claimed  that  there 
were  Liberals  on  his  side  of  the  House  quite 
equal  to  any  in  the  House.  He  claimed  that 
he  was  quite  as  Liberal  in  his  conception  of 
what  was  best  for  the  country  as  the  nonour- 
able  member  for  Ghristchuroh  City.  And  then 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  **  our  side,"  as 
if  his  side  was  the  Liberal  side  and  the  other 
side  was  not.  It  was  very  presumptuous  of 
the  honourable  member  to  say  that  "  our  side  " 
was  the  only  Liberal  side  and  the  other  was  a 
slave  to  party.  He  (Mr.  Monk)  would  rather 
be  inclined  to  divide  the  House  into  Liberals 
and  supporters  of  the  Government,  because 
he  considered  that  many  of  the  legislative 
conceptions  of  the  present  Government  were 
not  Liberal.  They  were  Radical,  but  he  did 
not  think  they  were  Liberal.  As  this  abuse 
of  terms  had  been  used  in  the  House  several 
times  previously,  he  asked  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristohurch  City  not  to  feel  so  sure 
that  he  was  the  only  Liberal  in  the  House, 
and  that  there  were  not  others  with  as  widely 
liberal  conceptions  as  himself.  He  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  reckless  and 
unkind  in  the  manner  in  which  he  addressed 
the  House  a  few  moments  ago. 

Motion,  *'  That  Mr.  Wi  Pere  be  a  member  of 
the  Committee,"  agreed  to,  and  amendment 
neffatived. 

Motion  for  the   appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  named  agreed  to,  with  words  added, 
"the  Committee  to  have  power  to  call    for 
persons,  papers,  and  records." 
Mr.  Hall-Jone$ 


MOUNT  COOK  HERMITAGE. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Oovemmenk^ 
Whether,  in  the  interest  of  the  tourist  traffic^ 
provision  will  be  made  this  session  for  connect- 
ing the  Hermitage,  at  Mount  Cook,  with  the 
existing  telephone- line  from  Fairlie  to  Teki^f 
In  connection  with  the  tourist  traffic  it  wu 
vary  desirable  that  communication  should  be 
opened  between  the  Hermitage  and  the  point 
to  which  the  telephone  had  already  been 
carried.  If  that  were  done,  so  that  visiton- 
would  not  be  out  off  from  ready  means  of  com- 
munication with  the  rest  of  the  world,  he  be- 
lieved a  great  many  more  persons  would  visit 
Mount  Cook  than  now  did  so.  He  thought 
the  expenditure  would  be  found  to  be  justifi- 
able in  the  interest  of  the  tourist  traffic. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  question  of 
ways  and  means.  The  Government  had  a 
great  many  demands  upon  their  resources  in 
the  way  of  establishing  telephone  connections. 
There  were  places  where  there  were  a  number 
of  settlers  with  wives  and  families,  and  they 
were  not  able  to  give  the  necessary  communi- 
cation with  these  places,  which  ought  to  have 
their  first  care.  Another  thing  was  that,  if  he 
were  going  to  Mount  Cook,  he  should  be  very 
glad  to  get  away  from  the  telephone  and  tele- 
graph, and  people  going  there  were  escaping 
this  drawback  of  civilisation.  It  would  be  a 
luxury  at  the  present  time  to  make  the  con- 
nection asked  for,  and  there  were  other  placet 
in  which  the  money  could  be  better  spent. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  SLIGO  asked  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
If,  in  view  of  the  Otago  Central  Railway  having 
been  opened  to  Kokonga,  he  will  take  steps  to 
reduce  the  time  occupied  in  travelling  between 
Dunedin  and  Kokonga,  and  vice  vsrad,  by  re- 
ducing the  time  for  stoppages  at  Hyde  and 
elsewhere,  up-country  residents  having  as  yet 
experienced  no  benefit,  either  as  to  leaving  or 
reaching  their  homes,  notwithstanding  that 
the  ooaoh  journey  over  the  bad  portion  of  the 
road  between  Hyde  and  Kokonga  is  now  a 
thing  of  the  past  ?  In  reference  to  this  qnas- 
tion  he  might  explain  that  the  train  now  went 
ten  miles  further  than  before,  yet  the  people 
living  at  Kokongo  and  beyond  it  were  no  beUar 
off  than  they  were  before.  The  ooaoh  used 
to  start  from  Hyde  at  half*  past  twelve  and 
arrive  at  Kokonga  about  two.  Notwithstand> 
ing  that  ten  miles  of  very  bad  road  was  now 
travelled  by  rail  instead  of  ooaoh,  residents  at 
St.  Bathan's  did  not  get  home  until  about  nine 
o'clock  ;  and  leaving  there  they  had  to  start  so 
early  as  four  in  the  morning,  so  that  the  ad- 
vantage to  people  up  country  was  none  at  all 
Then,  he  learned  that  the  coach  stopped  fortj 
minutes  at  Hyde  on  the  way  up,  and  forty-five  | 
on  the  way  down — surely  an  unnecessary  stop- 
page.  The  service  could  be  greatly  expedited 
by  shortening  the  stoppages  at  yarious  places. 
The  stoppages  amounted  to  one  hoar  and  three- 
quarters  between  Kokonga  and  Dunedin—a 
very  long  time.  He  trusted  the  Minister  for 
Railways  would  see  his  way  to  shorten  the 
time  occupied  by  the  journey.     It  was  veiy 
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desirable  and  neoesBary  to  do  so.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  grambling  on  the  part  of  up- 
oountry  residents. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  was  one  of  those 
difficult  matters  he  had  greafe  trouble  in  deal- 
ing with.  He  had  people  at  both  ends  oom- 
plaining  about  the  time  occupied  in  the  jour- 
ney, and  people  at  every  station  in  between 
were  sending  in  applications  urging  that  trains 
should  stop  to  let  them  down  and  take  them 
up.  As  far  as  he  could  gather,  the  object  of 
railways  was  to  do  the  business  of  the  country. 
Our  railways  were  not  built  for  the  express 
purpose  of  letting  people  at  each  end  travel  at 
a  groat  rate.  He  had  to  study  the  convenience 
of  people  in  between  more  than  anything  else. 
This  line  was  not  paying  more  than  J  per 
cent.,  and  honourable  members  would  under- 
stand the  trouble  he  had  in  handling  this 
matter,  and  also  looking  after  the  revenue. 
They  were  doing  their  best  to  make  both  ends 
meet,  and  to  satisfy  the  people  interested  as 
much  as  possible.  Since  this  question  ap- 
peared on  the  Order  Paper,  he  had  sent  down 
asking  whether  it  was  possible  to  make  any 
change ;  but  in  making  that  he  should  certainly 
not  study  the  people  at  each  end  so  much  as 
those  settlers  residing  between  the  tei^minal 
points. 

Mr.  SLIGO  asked  if  he  might  suggest  that 
the  stoppages  of  forty  and  forty-five  minutes 
was  surely  excessive  to  begin  with  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  that  might  be  all  very 
well,  but  it  might  interfere  with  some  other 
train — at  a  junction,  for  instance. 

Mr.  SLIGO.— With  no  train, 

WHITIANGA  BLOCK. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  Native  Land  Court  will  authorise  the  sur- 
vey into  sections  of  that  part  of  the  Whitianga 
Block,  in  the  Provincial  District  of  Taranaki, 
which  was  awarded  to  individual  Natives  by 
the  Native  Land  Court  held  at  Wanganui  early 
in  1896  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  departmental 
reply  was  as  follows : — 

**  Whitianga  is  a  triangular  wedge  of  country 
between  two  large  blocks  of  land  in  the  Tara- 
naki  District,  which  have  nearly  all  been  ac- 
quired by  the  Crovm.  It  is  rough,  broken 
country,  unoccupied  by  the  Native  owners,  of 
whom  there  were  originally  938.  One- half  of 
these  have  sold  to  the  Government,  and  signa- 
tures are  still  coming  in  rapidly.  The  Native 
Ijand  Court  made  twenty-five  subdivisions  of 
the  block,  the  location  and  survey  of  which 
would  probably  cost  considerably  more  than 
the  entire  value  of  the  land.  These  surveys,  if 
not  entirely  obviated  by  the  purchase  by  the 
Crown,  will  be  minimised  thereby.  The  only  ap- 
plication made  to  have  the  subdivisions  allo- 
cated and  surveyed  is  by  a  lawyer  who  wishes  the 
shares  of  two  Natives  defined,  as  he  has  claims 
against  them  in  connection  with  this  land  equal 
to  double  the  Surveyor-General's  valuation  of 
their  interests.    The  interests  of  all  the  non- 


sellers  will  be  defined  and  located  when  the 
Government  purchase  is  being  wound  up  some- 
time next  year." 

PICTON  RAILWAY- WHARF. 

Mr.  MILLS  asked  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
If  he  will  take  into  consideration  the  absolute 
necessity  for  extending  the  Railway-wharf  in 
Picton,  and  make  adequate  provision  on  the 
estimates,  so  that  reasonable  accommodation 
will  be  provided  for  the  large  steamers  now 
visiting  that  port  ?  In  further  explanation  of 
this  question,  he  would  like  to  point  out  that 
all  the  foreshore  in  Picton  was  owned  by  the 
Railway  Department,  and,  he  might  say,, 
unfortunately  for  the  province,  because  it  was 
impossible  to  constitute  any  Harbour  Board 
and  deal  with  this  question  as  might  be  con- 
sidered best  for  local  interests.  At  present  the 
hardship  was  felt  very  much.  The  frozen- 
meat  trade  was  a  growing  industry  at  Picton, 
and  was  bringing  in  a  larger  class  of  steamers,, 
and  these  vessels  could  only  come  to  the  wharf 
by  backing  in  and  working  with  one  hatch. 
Then  they  had  to  haul  out  again  and  load  the 
other.  Thus  much  time  was  wasted.  There- 
fore he  hoped,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
the  Minister  for  Railways  would  be  able  to- 
extend  the  wharf ;  and,  if  he  could  not  extend 
it,  that  they  might  look  forward,  at  any  rate, 
to  having  far  better  accommodation  in  any 
way  the  engineers  might  consider  best  in  the 
interest  of  the  railway  and  the  port. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  that,  from  inquiries 
he  had  made  in  this  matter,  he  found  the 
position  of  the  existing  wharf  was  unsuitable 
for  efficient  railway  working  on  a  large  scale, 
and  its  extension  on  present  lines  was  not 
advisable.  To  provide  a  new  and  more  suitable 
wharf  would  cost  £10,000,  and,  of  course,  that 
was  altogether  out  of  the  way  at  present.  The 
Pic  ton-Blenheim  line  was  probably  the  worst- 
paying  in  New  Zealand,  or  very  near  it,  owing 
in  a  great  measure,  he  thought,  to  the  river 

e  Q  traffic ;  and  if  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict  around  there  wanted  to  have 
conveniences  for  shipping  at  Picton  they  would 
have  to  use  the  railway-line  instead  of  this  river, 
and  thus  throw  the  traffic  over  there,  and  give 
the  Government  some  reason  for  further  expen- 
diture on  the  wharf. 

HON.  H.  K.  TAIAROA'S  PETITION. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  intend  to  introduce  a  Bill  this 
session  to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  of  the  14th  August,  1895, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  H.  K.  Taiaroa  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
there  were  very  many  matters  of  more  import- 
ance to  come  before  the  House,  and,  as  they 
had  so  little  time  to  deal  with  the  business  of 
the  session,  this  question  and  others  of  a 
similar  nature  must  stand  over. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
Mr.   SLIGO  asked  the  Postmaster- General, 
If  he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  sending  . 
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the  mail  throagh  to  Alexandra  in  one  day,  by 
way  of  the  Otago  Central  Railway  route ;  the 
coach  taking  the  direct  road  from  Kyebum  to 
Wedderburn,  and  a  branch  coach  being  put 
on  between  Kyebum  and  Naseby  ?  He  might 
just  say  that  the  mining  industry  in  the 
•Glutha  district  had  greatly  extended,  and,  while 
it  would  be  desirable  under  any  circumstances 
to  send  the  mail  through  in  one  day,  it  had 
now  become  very  much  more  an  imperative 
necessity  that  it  should  be  accomplished.  The 
Minister  would  recognise  that  the  matter  was 
of  considerable  importcuice  to  that  section  of 
the  community,  and  he  hoped  he  would  see 
his  way  to  carry  the  suggestion  into  e£feot  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  time  occupied  in  the 
railway  journey  from  Dunedin  to  Kokonga  was 
aix  hours  and  a  half.  The  coach  would  require 
about  eleven  hours  from  Kokonga  to  Alexan- 
dra. At  present  the  train  left  Dunedin  at  6.55 
a.m.,  and,  allowing  for  stoppages  and  transfer 
of  mails,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  deliver 
mails  at  Alexandra  before  half -past  one  next 
morning.  When  the  railway  reached  Wedder- 
bum  orEweburn  the  matter  might  be  further 
considered,  and,  as  far  as  possible  when  calling 
for  fresh  tenders  for  mail-services,  they  endea- 
voured to  bring  the  towns  to  be  served  within 
the  shortest  possible  distance  and  time  of  the 
town  of  departure.  They  had  every  desire  to 
consider  the  convenience  of  the  people,  they 
served. 

BUSH-PIRES. 
Mr.  HOGG  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
legislation  is  likely  to  be  brought  forward  this 
session  forbidding  the  burning  of  timber  and 
mbbish  in  bush  districts  during  the  time  of  the 
year  when  bush-fires  are  likely  to  spread  ?  He 
understood  it  was  intended  to  bring  forward 
legislation  of  this  character  dealing  with  the 
burning  of  timber  and  rubbish  ;  but  there  was 
a  great  amount  of  anxiety  on  the  part  of 
settlers  that  such  legislation  should  not  be 
delayed.  It  was  an  extremely  urgent  matter, 
as  every  year  a  large  amount  of  property  was 
destroyed  through  bush-fires.  Many  of  these 
fires  were  the  result  not  so  much  of  careless- 
ness, but  owing  to  want  of  thought  on  the  part 
of  settlers,  who  in  the  meantime  had  nothing 
to  guide  them.  The  clearing  of  rubbish  in  bush 
districts  was  often  effected  at  a  most  dangerous 
time  of  the  year,  when  everything  was  dry,  and 
when  grass -fires  were  likely  to  extend,  en- 
dangering fences,  buildings,  and  stock.  Last 
year  in  the  Masterton  district  there  was  an 
extensive  loss  of  property,  and  human  life 
was  also  nearly  involved,  one  family  having 
experienced  a  very  narrow  escape.  In  fact, 
the  mother  was  picked  up  in  a  state  of 
insensibility.  She  was  disabled  for  weeks,  if 
not  months,  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the 
injuries  she  received.  In  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary there  was  a  serious  destruction  of  property 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Masterton. 
He  would  merely  record  two  or  three  cases. 
A  settler  named  Alexander  Burnett  lost  £700 
-over  his  insurance;  his  tenant,  Olsen,  lost 
Mr.  Sligo 


all  his  furniture ;  W.  L.  Faloonar  lost  £300; 
R.  Bright  lost  buildings  and  fences  amoanting 
to  £250 ;  Berrill's  mill  plant,  £1,500,  was  badly 
damaged  ;  Captain  Shaw's  house  and  out- 
buildings, £800,  no  insurance;  Jupp,  eveiy- 
thing  ;  T.  and  W.  Ridgeway,  houses,  et  cetera ; 
John  Campbell,  £1,000  in  grass,  sheep,  and 
timber ;  Mrs.  Cotter,  £200 ;  Dent,  £150.  Then 
was  also  a  large  number  of  other  settlers,  both 
big  and  small,  who  suffered  very  severely.  The 
amount  of  damage  done  throughout  the  dis- 
trict was  not  only  considerable,  but,  uniortu- 
nately,  in  some  cases  absolute  min  waa  the 
result.  He  mentioned  these  facts  to  show  the 
magnitude  of  the  mischief  that  might  ensue 
through  people  setting  fire  to  a  small  bit  of 
rubbish  that  could  be  easily  cleared  away  in 
the  winter  time  or  at  another  time  of  the  year. 
He  thought  it  was  desirable  for  the  protection 
of  settlers  that  legislation  of  this  character 
should  be  passed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  the  question 
put  by  the  honourable  member  referred  to  a 
matter  which  it  was  very  difficult  to  deal  with, 
and  he  questioned  very  much  whether  any 
legislation  that  could  be  passed  wonld  do  away 
with  the  trouble  caused  by  the  neoessity  for 
these  bush-fires.  Any  honourable  member  ac- 
quainted with  bush-country  would  }piow  that  a 
good  bum  was  everything  to  new  settlers,  and 
sometimes  they  had  bad  bums,  and  they  hoped 
to  get  over  the  difficulty  next  year  by  having 
a  good  burn.  The  honourable  member  for  Mas- 
terton must  know  that  that  was  the  case. 
The  question  arose.  Was  it  a  right  thing  to 
interfere  with  the  settlers  in  clearing  tiieir 
land  by  burning  off  rubbish  on  their  secticos 
at  a  time  when  it  would  burn ;  or  whether 
they  should  be  compelled  to  collect  the  rubbish 
that  might  be  on  good  land  during  the  winter, 
when  it  would  not  burn?  He  had  gone  into 
this  matter,  having  been  requested  by  tbs 
honourable  member  to  do  so,  and  he  hsud  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  himself  that  this  danger 
could  be  avoided  in  bush-country.  He  was 
sure  it  would  be  hopeless  for  him  to  bring  for- 
ward any  legislation,  with  a  view  to  passing 
it  into  law,  Uiat  would  meet  the  difficulty.  U 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  any  scheme 
to  meet  the  case,  and  that  could  be  put 
into  law,  he  should  be  only  too  glad  to  con- 
sider it.  He  was  afraid,  however,  that  it 
would  be  found  a  very  hard  matter  to 
meet  the  difficulty  by  means  of  legislatioii. 
There  was  also  the  question  of  accidental 
fires  outside  of  the  fires  that  might  be  caused 
by  the  firing  of  the  bush  when  the  aettleit 
cleared  their  sections.  These  accidental  fires 
might  occur  at  any  time,  and  cause  large  loessi 
of  houses,  stock,  grass,  and  fences.  In  Canter- 
bury accidental  grass-fires  caused  great  losses, 
and  they  could  not  be  prevented.  He  wu 
afraid  that  in  parts  oC  the  colony  where  thej 
had  spells  of  drv  weather,  and  there  was  some- 
thing to  bum,  there  would  always  be  the  same 
danger.  He  should  be  only  too  happy  to  do 
anything  he  could  to  assist  in  the  matter,  if 
the  honourable  member  or  the  House  could 
show  him  the  way  to  do  so. 
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BAILWAY-FARBS. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  for  Rail- 
ways, Whether  he  will  make  the  same  oon- 
oesflion  in  fares  on  railways  on  the  shop-holi- 
, days  as  on  Saturdays?  He  wonld  point  oat 
that  the  shop-assistants  in  almost  all  the 
large  cities  had  only  either  Wednesdays  or 
Thnradays  for  a  holiday,  and  therefore  the 
Saturday  half-fares  were  to  them  no  conces- 
sion at  all.  He  would  ask  the  Minister 
whether  he  wbuld  not  make  this  concession 
on  what  was  really  the  half-holiday  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  who  were  likely  to  use 
the  railways. 

Mr.  OADMAN  said  this  was  a  matter  in 
which  he  had  taken  a  great  interest  from  the 
inception  of  the  half- holiday  movement,  and 
many  inducements  had  been  o£fered  for  after- 
noon trips  on  the  railways  on  shop-holidays, 
bat  none  of  them  had  met  with  any  success. 
He  would  give  the  honourable  gentleman  some 
of  the  excursioDs  that  had  been  tried  :  Excur- 
sion trains  at  special  fares  had  been  run  on 
shop -holidays  from  Invercargill  to  Blufi  and 
Riverton ;  from  Dunedin  to  Waihola  (tickets 
induding  a  trip  by  steamer  across  the  Waihola 
Lake),  Outram,  Evansdale,  Warrington  (sea- 
beach)  ;  and  from  Ghristchurch  to  Bangiora 
and  Kaiapoi;  Lyttelton  and  Ghristchurch;  Te 
Aro  and  Wellington  to  Ladle  Bend  and  to 
Petone  Beach  (trains  running  right  on  to  the 
beach);  New  Plymouth  to  Waitara;  Palmerston 
to  Woodville;  Wanganui  to  Patea;  and  six 
special  trains,  Auckland  to  Henderson.  The 
receipts  by  these  special  excursion  trains  aver- 
aged 28. 8d.  per  train-mile.  The  cost  of  working, 
4b.  7d.  per  train-mile.  Earnings  by  ordinary 
tiains  for  the  whole  of  the  colony,  7s.  6d.  per 
train-mile.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  unless 
private  attractions  were  offered  in  the  country 
to  induce  people  to  travel,  the  Government 
oould  do  nothing.  If  any  district  was  prepared 
to  offer  such  attractions  he  was  prepared  again 
to  give  it  a  further  trial. 

BELLAMY'S. 
Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  alcoholic  liquors  are 
being  sold  in  Bellamy's  without  the  sanction  of 
law,  and  what  action  he  intends  to  take  in  the 
matter  ?  He  would  explain  the  position  to  the 
House.  In  1681  a  Licensing  Act  was  passed. 
Mud  it  provided  that  '*  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall 
f^ply  to  any  person  selling  liquor  in  any 
refreshment-room  at  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment by  the  permission  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Houses  of  Parliament."  In  1895 
this  Act  was  amended  by  section  18  of  the 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  which  said,  **  Subsection  five  of  sec- 
tion three  of  the  principal  Act  shall  be  read 
subject  to  the  following  provisions,"  namely,  the 
taking  of  a  poll ;  but  it  was  to  be  open  voting. 
Now,  what  had  happened  was  that  no  license 
oould  be  issued  until  the  poll  had  been  taken  in 
the  manner  provided  by  the  Act  of  1895,  and  the 
poll  could  not  be  taken  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  Act  of  1895  because  it  had  to  be  taken 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  after  the  Address  in 


Beply  had  been  carried  in  the  first  session  of 
the  new  Parliament.  The  session  did  not  last 
long  enough  to  take  this  poll,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  power  to  give  a  license ;  conse- 
quently there  was  no  power  to  give  a  license 
unless  an  Act  was  passed,  and  every  sale  that 
was  going  on  now  was  illegal ;  and  he  submitted 
to  the  Minister  whether  it  was  a  proper  thing 
that  the  Legislature  which  passed  a  law  should 
violate  it.  That  was  the  position;  and  the 
Minister  ought,  seeing  that  he  was  enforcing, 
prohibition  in  the  King-country  on  account  of 
violation  of  the  law,  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
fact  that  Parliament  itself  was  breaking  the 
law.  There  could  be  no  permission  whatever 
given,  as  the  law  had  not  been  complied  with, 
except  a  new  Act  was  passed.  If  that  were 
desired  the  Act  should  be  passed,  but  the  law 
should  not  be  broken.  If  it  were  said  a  poll 
had  been  taken,  he  wonld  point  out  that  it  had 
not  been  taken  in  compliance  with  the  Act  of 
1895. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  at  once  admitted  that^ 
the  statement  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man— that  the  procedure  that  had  taken  place 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  law  —  was- 
correct;  but  they  never  intended  it  to  be  so. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  the  law  would 
not  apply.  It  was  impossible  to  comply  with 
it,  and  therefore  the  votes  of  members  had  been 
taken  simply  to  know  whether  it  was  the 
general  wish  of  the  House  to  continue  the  sale 
of  liquor  at  Bellamy's ;  and  if  the  majority  had 
said  "No"— though  they  had  the  legal  right 
to  continue  to  sell  it, — it  would  have  been 
stopped  by  vote  of  the  House. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.-'There  is  no  legal  right. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  was  a  case  where 
doctors  disagreed.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's reading  of  the  law  was  that  they  had  no 
legal  right ;  but  those  who  advised  the  Grown 
held  a  contrary  opinion. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Does  the  Solicitor-General 
so  advise  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes.  He  said  they  had 
to  fall  back  on  the  Act  of  1881,  which  exempted 
the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  it  was  on  that 
account,  and  that  being  the  position,  the  sales 
were  taking  place.  He  did  not  wish  to  set  up 
his  opinion  against  that  of  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  House  had  not  voted 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  opinion  of  the  House 
had  been  taken. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  opinion  of  the  House 
had  been  taken  in  the  way  decided  on  by  reso- 
lution. A  resolution  was  passed ;  it  was  on 
the  records  of  the  House,  and  on  that  resoln* 
tion  the  House  had  voted.  However,  he  was 
advised  that  the  law  had  been  complied  with, 
and  with  very  few  exceptions  all  had  indulged 
— he,  of  course,  had  satisfied  himself  on  the 
law  before  doing  so.  At  the  same  time,  he  had 
paid  great  weight  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's opinions. 

Sir  B.  STOUT.— Will  you  allow  the  matter 
to  be  tested  in  the  Supreme  Gourt  ? 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said,  as  regards  this  question, 
■he  was  afraid  the  Judges  might  object,  and 
might  say  it  was  a  question  to  he  settled  within 
the  House.  But  ne  would  take  an  outside 
opinion  of  a  man  of  prominence  in  the  pro- 
fession. 

ORDER  OP  PRECEDENCE. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
When  the  despatch  and  memorandum  to  the 
Colonial  Office  dealing  with  the  order  of  pre- 
cedence in  the  colony  will  be  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House?  It  was  known  that  a 
clespatoh  of  this  nature  had  gone  to  the  Colo- 
nial Office — the  Premier  himself  admitted  it — 
and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  whether  a  reply  had  come  or  not, 
because  it  was  an  important  matter.  A  wire 
had  been  received  from  Home  that  Mr. 
Ohamberlain  had  dealt  with  one  phase  of  the 
•question — perhaps  that  had  arrived  before  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  returned — 
and  had  come  to  a  different  decision  in  refer- 
•cnce  to  the  point  raised  than  that  of  Earl 
Kimberley  on  a  similar  point.  He  would  like 
'to  know  whether  this  despatch  could  not  be 
laid  before  them.  It  was  now  some  six  or  seven 
months  old,  according  to  the  statement  in  the 
Press  and  the  telegrams  from  London,  and  he 
thought  this  despatch  ought  to  be  laid  on  the 
•table  of  the  House.  It  was  not  usual  to  keep  a 
-despatch  so  long. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  in  reply,  said  he  wished  to 
keep  well  within  constitutional  lines.  They 
had  sent  a  despatch  Home,  and  had  had  no 
reply  to  it  one  way  or  other,  and  to  put  such  a 
despatch  on  the  table  would  be  unusual. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Oh.  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  where  it  was  a 
matter  in  which  you  were  asking  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  Imperial  authoritiefl,  or  of  the 
Queen,  he  thought  they  should  wait  until  a 
•decision  was  given,  and,  having  no  reply  on  the 
subject,  he  would  not  advise  His  Excellency  to 
lay  the  despatch  on  the  table.  So  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  it  was  of  little  moment  this 
qaestion  of  precedence,  in  this  country  or  any 
other.  It  was  not  a  matter  that  he  cared  much 
about.  The  despatch  might  be  on  its  way  now, 
and  as  soon  as  it  came  he  would  present  it. 

Sir  R.  STOUT,  as  a  matter  of  personal 
explanation,  wished  to  say  he  had  put  the 
question,  not  caring  for  the  decision  of  the 
Home  Qovemment.  What  he  wanted  to  know 
was,  what  had  been  the  advice  or  request  made 
by  the  Ministry  to  the  Home  Government. 

TELEPHONE  CHARGES. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  are  prepared  to  reconsider  the  recent 
increase  in  telephone  charges,  with  a  view  to 
returning  to  the  old  scale  of  charges?  He 
<would  like  to  point  out  that  Table  No.  20  in 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  returns  for 
-the  past  year  showed  that  since  the  telephone 
system  was  inaugurated  a  total  cost  had  been 
incurred  for  installations  of  every  description  of 
£184,000,  and  that  an  amount  of  over  £100,000 
had  been  written  off  against  that  cost  for  inter- 


est, wear-and-tear,  et  cetera.  Over  £50,000  of 
that  would  have  been  charged  to  interest,  and 
£50,000  to  wear-and-tear.  He  did  not  know 
how  many  connections  had  been  severed  sinoe 
the  increase  in  the  rates  had  been  made  a  year . 
or  so  ago ;  but  there  was  a  strong  feeling  in  the 
centres  where  the  telephone  system  waa  taken 
most  advantage  of  that  the  recent  increase  in 
the  charge  from  £5  to  £7  was  not  warranted  by 
the  experience  of  the  department.  He  would 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Premier  to 
this  fact :  that  the  £100,000  charged  for  vrear- 
and-tear  and  interest,  as  against  the  £184,000 
the  system  had  cost,  was  such  that  if  it  went 
on  for  another  year  or  so  the  whole  cost  of  the 
telephone  system  would  be  recouped  to  the 
State,  and  the  extra  £2  now  being  levied  was 
equal  to  over  £10,000  a  year  extra  charge  on 
the  subscribers  to  the  telephone.  In  view  ol 
the  fact  that  the  total  revenue  was  only 
£29,000,  that  seemed  to  him  a  most  exorbitant 
increase  in  the  charge.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Premier  was  prepared  to  reconsider 
the  recent  decision,  with  a  view  to  reducing  the 
charge  to  £5. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  this  was  one  of  the 
questions  which  offered  him  the  opportuni^, 
if  he  so  desired,  of  making  himself  popular  in 
large  centres  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
taxpayers,  by  giving  an  answer  in  the  affixma 
tive.  He  wished  to  say  that  no  telephone 
system  at  present  extant  was  so  cheap  as  that 
which  was  supplied  to  the  people  of  New  2«ea- 
land.  As  the  result  of  his  experienoe  in  other 
places  he  might  say  that  where  a  telephone 
was  in  a  central  room,  where  it  was  come-at- 
able  by  the  general  public,  before  they  ooald 
use  it  they  had  to  drop  in  the  slot  a  coin  eqnal 
to  sixpence  of  our  money.  That  caused  the 
office  to  be  rung  up,  and  then  they  conld 
use  the  telephone,  out  not  before.  That 
system  obtained  in  California  and  in  other 
places  throughout  America.  Here  in  New 
Zealand  they  might  say  such  telephones  were 
general  property.  He  had  considered  whether 
he  should  not  classify  the  telephones ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  he  thought  it  was  probably  better  to 
make  the  charge  to  commercial  houses  £7  all 
round,  and  not  make  any  of  those  distinctions. 
Coming  to  the  question  of  finance,  he  might 
say  at  once  that  so  far  as  payableness— even  at 
the  prices  charged— was  concerned  they  had 
nothing  to  spare.  They  must  remember  that 
a  great  many  of  the  instruments  had  to  be 
replaced,  as  they  were  out  of  date.  Then,  they 
hid  had  to  put  up  quadruplex  plates,  so  as  to 
give  further  convenience  and  reauce  the  expen- 
diture. From  a  financial  point  of  view  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  were  giving 
a  very  good  service  at  the  lowest  possible  rate. 
If  they  were  to  make  any  provision  at  all 
for  the  capital  account,  and  charge  interest 
on  the  capital,  he  did  not  think  there 
could  be  any  reduction — unless  those  who 
did  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  instmrnents 
were  to  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  and 
pay  for  those  who  had,  and  that  he  did  not 
think  would  be  right.  If  he  could  see  his  way 
to  do  anything  in  the  matter,  of  coarse  ha 
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irould  do  his  best.  The  number  had  not  in- 
•creased,  and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman's 
•contention  was  right,  that,  of  course,  was  all  the 
more  reason  why  they  should  not  reduce  the 
•oharge.  It  was  the  same  with  the  sixpenny 
telegrams ;  if  he  had  to  deal  with  that  matter 
.again  the  change  might  not  be  made,  for  there 
had  been  increased  work,  increased  cost,  and 
no  commensurate  increase  in  business.  He 
knew  it  would  be  a  very  popular  thing  in  the 
large  centres  to  do  what  was  suggested  in  the 
-question,  but  he  had  to  look  after  the  rest  of 
tne  people  and  see  that  one  class  had  not  to 
put  their  hands  into  their  pockets  to  pay  for 
conveniences  supplied  to  others. 

ELTHAM  COURT  SITTINGS. 

Mr.  McQUIRE  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  he  will  arrange  to  have  sittings  of  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate's  Ooart  held  at  Eltham  ? 
This  was  a  want  that  was  very  much  felt  by 
the  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  colonv.  Eltham 
was  a  rising  town  of  considerable  importance, 
.and  with  a  large  population  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  He  therefore  trusted  the  Minister 
would  be  able  to  give  a  favourable  reply,  as  he 
believed  Mr.  Hall-Jones  had  promised  this 
«honld  be  done  when  interviewed  by  a  deputa- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.-No. 

Mr.  McQUIRE  was  not  present  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  interviewed,  but 
from  all  he  could  learn  he  promised  everything 
be  was  asked  on  that  occasion.  However,  the 
periodical  sittings  of  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate would  be  a  boon  to  the  people  of  that 
place. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  this  matter  had 
been  before  the  department  on  several  occa- 
sions, but  it  had  been  considered  that  the 
small  amount  of  business  arising  in  the  Eltham 
district  did  not  warrant  the  establishment  of  a 
•Court  there.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind 
that  Eltham  was  only  seven  miles  by  rail  from 
Stratford,  where  regular  sittings  of  the  Court 
-were  held. 

MEDICAL  MEN  IN  COUNTRY  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.   O' REG  AN    asked    the    Government, 

Whether    they  will   favourably    consider    the 

.  advisability  of  assisting  settlers  in  remote  dis- 
tricts to  obtain  the  services  of  resident  medical 
men?  He  put  the  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  owing  to  the  fact  that  settlers  in  the 
Murchison  portion  of  his  constituency  were 
very  frequently  placed  in  great  straits  for  the 
services  of  a  doctor.  The  population  was  too 
sparse  to  induce  a  medical  man  to  settle  there, 
and  he  had  lately,  on  behalf  of  these  settlers, 
made  unsuccessful  efforts  to  secure  assistance 
from  the  Government  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  a  medical  man.  He  found  there  was  no 
method  by  which  the  question  could  be  dealt 
with.  He  had  noticed  that  recently  a  deputa- 
tion had  waited  upon  the  Premier,  and  had 
urged  on  him  the  advisability  of  making  such 
provision  as  was  indicated  by  the  question. 
There  were  other  districts  in  the  colony  in  the 

.  same  position  as  the  one  referred  to,  and,  as 


the  matter  was  one  that  affected  the  colony  as 
a  whole,  he  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
give  the  matter  their  favourable  consideration. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  opened  up  a  very 
large  question,  and  his  sympathies  were  en- 
tirely with  the  proposal.  Where  there  were 
women  and  children  living  in  the  back  settle- 
ments they  might  suffer  great  privations,  and 
if  it  were  possible  to  render  medical  aid  to 
them  at  a  moderate  cost  he  thought  it  should 
be  done.  He  did  not  think  the  taxpayers  would 
object  to  it.  It  was  all  a  question,  however, 
of  how  much  it  was  going  to  cost ;  and  if 
those  honourable  members  whose  districts  were 
affected  by  the  matter  would  meet  and  consider 
the  probable  cost  of  arranging  for  the  services 
of  a  medical  man  he  would  be  glad  to  further 
consider  the  question.  At  present  the  Natives 
in  the  outlying  districts  were  assisted  partly  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government,  and  a  some- 
what similar  rule  might  be  made  to  apply  to 
the  Europeans.  It  might  be  possible  to  work 
in  unison  with  the  friendly  societies.  He  knew 
that  there  were  various  parts  of  the  colony 
where  the  services  of  a  medical  man  were  very 
much  required,  and  in  these  places  it  might 
be  possible  to  get  a  qualified  man  who  would 
be  satisfied  with  what  he  got  from  the  settlers, 
aided  by  a  subsidy  from  the  Government. 

SUPPLY. 

IN  COMMITTEB. 
CliASS   II.— ColiOMIAIi   SeGBETART. 

Minister's  salary,  £400. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  under  what  Act  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  putting  £400  in  the  estimates  every 
year  for  a  European  member  as  a  member  at 
the  Executive  Council  representing  the  Native 
race.  He  felt  convinced  it  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  law.  It  was  originally  intended  that 
there  should  be  a  member  of  the  race  specially 
to  represent  the  Maori  people  on  the  Ministerial 
benches,  and  when  the  present  Colonial  Secre- 
tary occupied  the  position  of  member  for  the 
Maori  race,  representing  the  East  Coast  as  he 
did  for  several  years,  this  position  was  justified; 
but  seeing  now  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  in  the  House  in  the  position  of  a  European, 
and  as  representing  not  the  Maoris  but  the 
European  people,  this  was  an  improper  straining 
of  the  powers  which  authorised  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Native  representing  the  Native  race 
as  Minister. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  law  was  very  clear  on 
the  subject.  It  did  not  matter  whether  the 
Minister  represented  a  European  or  a  Maori 
seat,  he  could  still  hold  a  position  in  the 
Ministry ;  in  fact,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
might  have  no  seat  in  the  House  at  all.  There 
were  a  certain  number  of  Ministers  of  the 
Executive  Council  who  were  entitled  to  be 
appointed  under,  he  thought,  the  originaJ 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Executive  Act  of  1873. 
There  could  be  ten  members  of  the  Executive 
Council,  and  two  might  be  of  the  Native  race ; 
and,  as  Mr.  Carroll  was  a  member  of  the  Native 
race,  his  position  in  the  Ministry  could  not  be 
disputed  ;  and,  being  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
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tive,  he  was  entitled,  of  courBe,  to  Cabinet  rank. 
He  also  held  the  portfolio  of  Stamps.  The  vote 
was  one  that  was  granted  by  the  House,  and  it 
was  within  the  law,  but  it  was  for  the  House 
to  say  whether  it  should  be  voted  or  not. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  aaked  what  would  happen 
if  they  did  not  vote  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Minister  would  then 
be  member  of  the  Executive  and  member  of 
the  Cabinet  without  salary.  The  Government 
had  taken  advioe  on  the  matter  after  Mr. 
Carroll  changed  from  being  a  Maori  represen- 
tative to  a  European  representative. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  Parliament  might  vote  what  it  liked, 
but  the  principle  of  the  Act  was  that  Minis- 
ters' salaries  should  not  be  subject  to  the  vote 
of  Parliament.  It  was  very  invidious  that  it 
should  be  so.  The  position  would  be  somewhat 
analogous  if  they  were  to  make  another  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  vote  his  salary 
yearly.  That  was  what  was  decided  to  be  un- 
constitutional  in  regard  to  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  the  position  was  the  same  in 
this  case.  Let  them  suppose  that  a  certain 
Minister  was  not  popular.  It  should  not  be 
allowed,  then,  that  his  salary  mi^ht  be  knocked 
down  by  the  House  as  an  evidence  of  their 
disapproval  of  that  individual  member  of  the 
Cabinet.  He  (Mr.  RoUeston)  would  like  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  state  under  what 
Act  Ministerial  salaries  were  voted,  so  that  the 
Committee  might  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering how  the  matter  really  stood.  His  own 
opinion  was  that  the  vote  was  a  wrong  one  to 
appear  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  the  Premier  if 
he  had  been  advised  that  Mr.  Carroll  was 
entitled  to  hold  the  portfolio  of  Stamps. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  as  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Mr.  Carroll  was  entitled  to  hold 
any  portfolio. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  would  like  to  point 
out  how  the  law  stood  on  the  matter.  Only 
six  salaried  Ministers  were  allowed  by  *'The 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Act,  1887." 
It  would  be  seen  by  the  Official  Year-book  that 
there  were  now  seven  Ministers.  What  he 
wished  to  point  out  was  this :  By  *'  The  Civil 
List  Act  1863  Amendment  Act,  1873,"  members 
of  the  Executive  Council  representing  the 
Native  race  receive  £400,  but  only  if  they 
were  not  holders  of  the  offices  mentioned  in 
the  Third  Schedule.  Now,  the  Third  Schedule 
included  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps ;  and 
Mr.  Carroll  was  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  and 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Executive 
holding  office  under  that  schedule,  and  he 
was  not  entitled,  as  representative  of  the  Na- 
tive race,  to  hold  any  of  these  Ministerial 
offices  mentioned  in  the  Third  Schedule.  It 
seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Carroll 
was  illegally  holding  the  office  of  Commissioner 
of  Stamps,  because  there  could  only  be  a 
certain  number  of  Ministers  appointed,  and 
the  member  of  the  Executive  Council  for  the 
Native  race  could  not  be  a  Minister  holding 
one  of  these  offices.  Mr.  Carroll  was  only 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary  because  he  was 
Mr.  Seddon 


not  entitled  to  be  Colonial  Secretary.  H« 
would  like  the  Premier  to  explain  how  Mr. 
Carroll  came  to  be  made  Commisatoner  of 
Stamps. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  to  point  out  the 
anomalous  position  they  had  drifted  into  in  re- 
gard to  the  position  of  the  Native  Minister,  who 
was  known  to  be  connected  with  Native- land 
transactions.  Unfortunately,  they  ware  de- 
barred from  discussing  the  position  of  Ministets 
who  were  on  the  Civil  List,  but  there  was  joit 
this  one  item  they  were  allowed  to  diacoss.  He 
contended  that  the  position  of  the  Minister  who 
was  connected  with  the  East  Coast  transaetions 
was  entirely  wrong.  They  had  Ministers  on 
syndicates,  and  dealing  with  companies  in  con- 
nection with  other  departments  elsewhere,  and 
here  they  had  another  instance  of  it.  The  thing 
was  a  scandal,  and  the  whole  system  of  repre- 
sentative Government  was  being  degraded  by 
Ministers  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  Mr.  Carroll  was  not 
Native  Minister,  and  he  had  no  more  to  do 
with  the  administration  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment than  had  the  honourable  member  for 
Ricoarton  himself.  Nor  had  he  any  more  to 
do  vnth  the  administration  or  work  in  oonnee- 
tion  with  that  department  than  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Execa* 
tive  Council  representing  the  Native  race,  and 
with  Cabinet  rsuik  as  Commissioner  of  Stamps 
and  Acting  Colonial  Secretary.  He  had  never 
before  that  day  heard  of  his  colleague's 
position  being  assailed  in  respect  to  the 
East  Coast  Native  lands,  and  the  difficul- 
ties that  had  taken  place  in  regard  to 
them.  He  understood  Mr.  Carroll  was  simply 
a  trustee.  There  was  a  company  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  these  lands.  The 
Natives  vested  these  lands  in  trustees  for 
the  purposes  for  which  the  company  was 
formed.  He  had  never  heard  a  single  wozd 
said  against  his  colleague  or  his  co-trustee. 
If  he  were  called  upon  to  sum  up  the  matter 
he  would  say  that  those  two  gentlemen  had 
suffered  very  severely  in  endeavouring  to  give 
efiect  to  what  at  one  time  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  things  on  the  East  Coast — ^namely, 
the  settlement  of  the  East  Coast  lands;  and 
he  knew  it  had  been  with  the  honourable 
member  a  pecuniary  loss.  The  honourable 
member's  position  had  been  defined,  he  be- 
lieved, both  by  the  Courts  and  by  legislation, 
and  the  result  had  been,  he  thought,  that 
large  areas  of  Native  land  had  to  go  to 
secure  advances  made  upon  it  by  a  mone- 
tary institution  in  this  colony.  He  (Mr. 
Seddon)  spoke  on  this  matter  with  a  degree 
of  knowledge  very  far  superior  to  that  pos- 
sessed by  the  honourable  member  for  Riccar- 
ton.  His  colleague,  in  this  matter,  had  suffered 
in  pocket  and  also  in  mind.  His  colleague 
belonged  to  the  Native  race,  and  he  was  an 
ornament  and  credit  to  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  was  very  hard  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  honour  should  be 
assailed  in  respect  to  this  question.  Now,  as  to 
the  point  rais^  by  the  honourable  member  Cor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Supply, 


[HOnSB.] 


Supply. 


601 


BUesmere,  he  (Mi.  Seddon)  was  not  a  lawyer, 
but  he  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  as  a  Minister 
of  the  Grown,  and  dealing  with  Native  matters, 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with  questions 
which  must  come  before  the  House.  If  the 
honourable  member  had  looked  up  the  Die- 
qualiflcation  Act  of  1876 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— That  Act  has  been 
repealed. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  they  had  to  trace  these 
things.  If  they  took  the  Disqualification 
Act  of  1876  they  would  find  that  it  repealed 
in  the  schedule  the  Disqualification  Acts,  1870, 
1875, 1876,  and  •*  The  Civil  List  Act,  1878,"  of 
which  Act  the  honourable  member  quoted 
section  7.  That  Act  repealed  section  7  of 
the  Act  of  1863.  That  Act  itself  had  been 
repealed,  so  he  would  put  it  aside.  Then,  they 
came  to  '*  The  Ministerial  Salaries  and  AUow- 
anoee  Act,  1887."  That  Act  provided :  **  In 
this  Act  <  Minister '  means  a  member  of  the 
BiZeoutive  Council  of  the  colony  holding  any 
one  or  more  of  the  offices  mentioned  or  in- 
cluded in  the  Third  Schedule  of  the  said  Act.*' 
The  Third  Schedule  was  the  Third  Schedule  of 
"The  Civil  List  Act,  1878,"  and  in  that  was 
the  Commissioner  of  Scamps.  That  Act  pro- 
vided that  any  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  could  hold  any  one  or  more  offices 
in  the  Third  Schedule  of  "  The  Civil  List  Act, 
1873."  Therefore  there  was  a  legal  power  for 
him  to  hold  the  position. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— You  can  only  have 
BIZ  Ministers. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  could  only  have  six 
paid  Ministers.  The  Act  was  very  clear  about 
that ;  but  if  the  House  liked  to  vote  £400  for  a 
member  of  the  Executive  holding  one  of  the 
positions  under  the  Third  Schedule  that  was  a 
matter  for  the  House.  This  was  not  a  new 
discovery ;  it  had  been  discussed  before. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  have  raised  it  every 
year,  and  I  intend  to  raise  it  every  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
was  within  his  rights  in  raising  it,  and  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  was  within  his  rights  if  he  knocked 
down  what  the  honourable  member  raised.  He 
stated  the  position  to  the  House  last  ^ear.  The 
point  was  whether  his  colleague,  having  ceased 
to  be  a  representative  of  the  Native  race  in  the 
House,  and  holding  a  European  seat — whether 
that  disqualified  him  from  being  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council.  The  Govemmect  found 
that  it  did  not.  The  test  was  that  he  must  be 
a  member  of  the  Native  race.  Being  a  half- 
oaste,  the  honourable  member  was  by  law  a 
member  of  the  Native  race.  The  salary  had 
been  voted  some  years,  and  the  country  really 
got  good  service  for  it.  His  colleague,  as 
an  adviser  in  respect  to  Native  matters,  was 
a  most  able  man,  and  one  whose  advice  was 
paid  gpreat  attention  to  by  the  Natives ;  he  held 
great  influence  over  them  and  for  their  benefit. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  was  afraid  the  honour- 
able member  had  confused  the  issue,  and  he 
(Sir  R.  Stout)  would  try  to  state  it.  By  the 
Act  of  1873  there  was  provision  for  salaries 
for  seven  Ministers,  and  two  members  of  the 
ExeoatiTe  Council,  being  members  of  the  Native 
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race.  That  remained  the  law  until  1887,  when 
it  was  provided  that  if  the  numbers  in  the 
House  were  reduced  from  ninety-four  to 
seventy-four  there  could  be  only  six  Ministers ; 
but  there  was  nothing  said  about  two  membera 
of  the  Executive  Council  being  persons  of  the 
Maori  race,  and  that  was  the  law  now.  The  Dis- 
qualification Act  of  1876  did  not  touch  it,  nor 
was  it  affected  by  the  Disqualification  Act  of 
1878  further  than  this:  that  the  Disqualification 
Act  of  1878  did  not  deal  with  Ministers  at  alL 
That  Act  was  not  altered,  as  it  should  have 
been,  when  the  Act  of  1887  was  passed,  and  it 
said  there  could  be  in  the  two  branches  of  th& 
Legislature  ten  Executive  Councillors.  They 
got  their  salaries  given  to  them  by  law,  and  tho 
position  was  simply  this :  The  Act  of  1887  said 
there  were  only  to  be  six  Ministers,  but  the 
Government  bad  not  only  in  this  case  but  in  a 
prior  case  had  seven  Ministers,  in  violation  of 
the  law.  There  was  no  need  to  put  this  vote  on 
the  estimates  at  all,  because  Mr.  Carroll  was  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  simply 
as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  and 
being  a  member  of  the  Maori  race,  he  was 
entitled  to  have  his  salary  under  the  Civil  List 
Act  of  1873.  He  did  not  know,  therefore,  why 
this  vote  appeared  on  the  estimates  at  alL 
What  the  Government  were  to  blame  for  waa 
this :  They  had  made  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  a  Minister  when  there  were  already 
six  Ministers,  and  they  had  no  power  to  do  so» 
and  it  was  a  violation  of  the  law. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  Act  of  1887 
limited  the  number  of  Ministers  to  six  **to 
whom  salaries  are  appropriated."  The  Pre- 
mier was  sheltering  nimself  behind  those 
words,  and  what  had  been  done  was  not  to 
appropriate  a  salary,  but  to  give  Ministerial 
office  to  a  member  of  the  Efeoutive  represent- 
ing the  Native  race.  That  was  against,  at  auT 
rate,  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  1887,  by  which 
the  number  of  Ministers  was  reduced  to  six. 
The  definition  of  a  Minister  in  the  Act  of  188T 
included  Mr.  Carroll  as  a  Minister,  and  there- 
fore they  now  had  seven  Ministers  instead  of 
six  as  provided  by  law. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  what  specially  ap- 
peared to  him  as  improper  was  the  evident 
desire  to  defeat  the  intention  of  the  Act,  which 
was  that  the  member  of  the  Executive  Council 
representing  the  Native  race  should  be  a  per- 
son selected  by  the  Maoris  to  represent  them 
in  Parliament.  The  House  would  be  doing 
what  was  right  if  it  struck  out  this  vote,  for 
the  action  of  the  Government  was  in  distinct 
contravention  of  the  Act  of  1887,  which  re- 
duced the  number  of  Ministers  to  six,  whereaa 
now  they  had  seven;  and  in  distinct  contra- 
vention of  the  Act  of  1873,  the  intention  of 
which  was  that  the  Natives  themselves  should 
have  one  of  their  own  choice  to  represent  them 
on  the  Executive  Council. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  contention  was  to 
hold  that  any  one  who  held  one  of  the  portfolioa 
mentioned  in  the  Act  was  a  Minister,  then 
there  would  have  to  be  thirteen  or  more  Minis- 
ters. It  was  true  that  any  one  of  the  six 
MbuBters  could  hold  one  or  more  of  the  port- 
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folios ;  but  he  would  take  honourable  mem- 
bers back  again,  and  he  said  the  members  of 
the  Executive  Council  holding  Ministerial 
office  might  hold  one  or  more  of  the  offices. 

Sir  R.  STOUT :  You  could  have  ten  Minis- 
ters. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes ;  but  you  could  have 
only  six  drawing  salaries.  If  the  honourable 
member  would  read  section  5  of  the  Act  of 
1887,  which  was  not  quoted  by  the  honourable 
member,  he  would  find  that,  '*  The  third  sec- 
tion of  the  said  Act  and  the  first  part  of  the 
Second  Schedule  thereto  are  hereby  repealed." 
The  Second  Schedule  referred  to  the  salaries  of 
the  Act  of  1873,  and  repealed  the  first  part  of 
the  Second  Schedule  of  the  Act  of  1878, 
namely, — 

"The  annual  salary  of  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council,  being  the  Prime  Minister, 
holding  any  one  or  more  of  the  offices  men- 
tioned in  the  Third  Schedule  hereto,  £1,750 ; 
the  annual  salaries  of  six  members  of  the 
Executive  Council,  in  addition  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  each  holding  one  or  more  of  the 
offices  mentioned  in  the  Third  Schedule  hereto, 
£7,500." 

He  said  that  was  repealed.  They  were  told 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
{Sir  R.  Stout)  that  Mr.  Carroll  could  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Council  and  could  receive 
£400  a  year  without  the  amount  being  voted 
by  the  House  at  all.  Then,  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  said 
another  member  could  be  appointed,  and  he 
could  receive  £400  a  year  also.  Well,  if  this 
sum  were  placed  on  the  estimates  under  the 
head  of  permanent  accounts  it  would  not  be 
reviewed  at  all  by  the  House ;  and  because  the 
Government  had  given  this  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  item  honourable  members  found 
fault  with  them.  He  was  really  surprised  at  his 
own  moderation.  There  had  been  no  evasion  of 
the  law.  They  were  entitled  to  appoint  him 
to  the  Executive  Council,  and  in  reference  to 
the  point  raised  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition — 
that  the  member  of  the  Executive  representing 
the  Native  race  should  be  the  representative  of 
a  Maori  constituency — he  could  take  any  Native 
out  of  the  street  and  advise  His  Excellency  to 
put  him  into  the  Executive  Council.  The  per- 
son need  not  be  a  member  of  the  House  at  all, 
and,  according  to  Sir  Robert  Stout,  the  Govern- 
ment could  give  him  £400  a  year.  But  there 
was  a  doubt  that  under  the  Disqualification 
Act  of  1878  Mr.  Carroll,  if  he  received  the 
£400  a  year,  would  be  brought  under  that  Act, 
and  to  obviate  that  and  make  the  point  quite 
sure  it  was  decided  to  vote  the  money,  and 
then  it  became  an  appropriation  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  had  not  made  any 
personal  attack  on  Mr.  Carroll,  as  the  Premier 
seemed  to  think ;  nor  when  he  raised  the  point 
in  respect  to  any  other  Minister  did  he  raise  it 
in  connection  with  their  personal  character, 
but  in  connection  with  their  official  capacity  as 
Ministers.  He  held,  and  he  thought  the  House 
and  country  held,  that  it  was  entirely  incon- 
sistent that  Ministers  should  hold  oMces  as 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  at  the  same  time 
be  interested  in  questions  that  would  be  dealt 
Mr.SkUUm 


with  departmentally  by  any  department  of 
the  Government.  After  perusing  the  reoital 
of  the  Bill  brought  down  last  session  by  "Mi. 
Wi  Pere  in  connection  with  the  East  Coa«t 
lands,  and  also  after  perusing  the  petitions 
that  were  laid  on  the  table  last  session,  he 
could  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  whoee 
salary  was  under  review  was  holding  his  posi- 
tion as  Minister  and  dealing  with  Native  lands 
in  a  way  that  was  inconsistent  with  his  posi- 
tion of  Minister.  They  had  very  little  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  up  the  point,  and  he  wisned 
the  country  to  distinctly  understand  what  the 
position  was :  that  there  was  scarcely  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  that  was  not  mixed 
up  with  private  transactions.  He  said  the 
whole  thing  was  a  public  scandal.  These 
Ministers  were  holding  positions  which  were 
in  defiance  of  what  they  knew  to  be  the  honest 
convictions  of  their  own  party  and  the  honest 
conviction  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  member 
commenced  to  talk  about  scandal  he  could  tell 
him  there  was  nothing  of  that  kind  in  oonnec- 
tion  with  any  one  on  the  Government  benches ; 
and  if  the  honourable  member  wanted  a  little 
past  history  he  would  like  to  know  what 
Ministry  was  responsible  for  the  West  Wa- 
nganui  sale,  and  he  would  like  to  know  who  was 
on  the  Government  benches  at  that  time.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  the  Minister  respon- 
sible for  that  transaction.  The  machinery  of 
the  law  was  allowed  to  be  used  for  handing 
over  that  vaet  property  to  private  individuals 
whilst  it  was  under  offer  to  the  State.  The 
State. itself  should  have  taken  it,  and  a  pro- 
perty which  was  refused  by  the  Government  at 
£10,000  was  quoted  as  being  worth  £100,000; 
and,  if  they  were  to  believe  all  they  heard, 
fortunes  had  been  made  out  of  that  transaction. 
The  syndicate  bought  it  for  Ss.  6d.  per  acre. 
He  had  said  not  a  word  implying  that  there 
was  a  scandal  there.  He  had  said  these 
gentlemen  were  above  suspicion ;  they  were 
like  CfiQsar's  wife.  If  the  honourable  member 
were  correct,  then  no  member  could  sit  on  thasB 
benches  as  a  Minister  and  be  honest,  because 
either  he  or  his  colleagues  might  happen  to 
hold  some  Native  land,  or  might  be  investing 
in  mines  or  properties.  If  that  was  to  be  so, 
then  they  would  never  get  members  on  those 
benches  at  all.  It  was  wrong  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  say  that,  because  the 
Minister  of  Lands  was  a  director  of  a  oompany 
that  had  something  to  do  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  produce  in  the  Mother-country, 
therefore  the  Lands  Depefrtment  was  tainted. 
If  that  were  considered  so,  then  let  them 
go  back  and  take  all  the  Ministers  of 
Lands  who  had  had  relatives  or  friends  or 
colleagues  who  had  been  connected  with  such 
things.  There  was  one  member  of  a  previous 
Administration — a  member  of  the  Cabine*— 
who  it  was  well  known  was  buying,  and  did 
buy,  Native  lands.  But,  because  he  did  that, 
were  they  to  say  he  was  dishonest,  and  that 
his  doing  so  whilst  holding  that  position  was  a 
scandal  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON   said   the  honourable 
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f^ntieman  had  no  right  to  miarepresent  him. 
Ee  had  aaid  distinotly  that  he  bzooght  into  the 
question  no  charge  of  dishonesty,  ont  he  said 
it  was  a  scandal  to  the  department. 

Mr.  SBDDON  asked,  How  could  it  be  said 
there  was  a  scandal  if  there  was  neither  dis- 
honour nor  dishonesty  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said,  **  It  is  simply  because  you  hold  the 
position."  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  said  others  had 
held  a  similar  position,  and  they  were  not  here 
to  account  for  themselves,  and  he  was  not  there 
to  protect  them.  He  said  there  was  neither 
•oandal,  nor  dishonour,  nor  dishonesty.  Others 
bad  held  the  same  position,  and  all  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  said  mast  apply  to  them. 
He  challenged  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statements,  not  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his 
•colleagues,  but  on  behalf  of  those  who  were  not 
there  to  reply  for  themselves.  There  was  an- 
other matter  to  which  he  might  refer  besides 
that  West  Wanganui  matter.  Who  was  it  sold 
the  freehold  of  the  Wallsend  Coal  Company's 
property,  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  where  a 
ahat t  was  sunk  that  held  the  key  to  the  whole 
coalfield  f  It  was  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Who  was  interested  in  the  purchase  of  that  pro- 
f)erty,  which  was  a  necessity  for  the  coal-mines 
there  ?  It  was  a  gentleman  sitting  on  those 
benches,  one  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  col- 
leagues. Did  he  say  that  was  a  scandal,  or  that 
there  was  dishonour  or  dishonesty  in  it  ?  He 
said.  No.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  never  accused 
the  honourable  gentleman.  But  he  committed 
A  grave  error  of  judgment  in  selling  that  pro- 
perty. By  selling  the  freehold  the  conditions 
were  not  complied  with  that  the  purchasers 
were  actually  responsible  for,  and  the  work 
was  not  done  that  ought  to  have  been  done 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  lease.  That  was 
waived,  and  a  freehold  was  granted,  and  what 
was  the  next  thing  done  ?  They  had  the  key  to 
the  situation ;  none  of  the  conditions  could  be 
^enforced,  and  he  said  that  militated  against 
the  working  of  the  coalfields  in  the  Qrey 
Valley.  But  he  had  never  said  that  that 
was  a  scandal.  He  had  never  said  there  was 
anything  dishonourable  about  that.  It  was  a 
mistake  on  the  honourable  gentleman's  part. 
He  would  defend  the  honourable  gentleman's 
honour.  But  he  and  those  sitting  on  those 
benches  as  directors  and  shareholders  of  these 

•coal-mines 

Mr.  ROLLESTOK  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  made  no  mistakes. 
He  said  they  were  large  shareholders ;  he  was 
not  sure  of  their  being  directors,  but  he  knew 
they  were  interested  in  several  companies; 
and,  he  believed,  closely  connected  with  some 
of  the  properties.  But  it  was  not  to  be  said  on 
account  of  their  position  it  was  a  scandal. 
There  was  no  necessity  to  apply  these  terms  to 
bhe  Government.  They  would  go  forth  to  the 
^orld,  and  they  would  be  used  against  our  Par- 
liament. Let  them  discuss  these  matters  tem- 
perately, and  use  moderate  language,  and  not 
Accuse  of  dishonour  those  who  were  not  there. 
Mr.  BOIiliESTON  would  explain  as  far  as 
he  could,  so  as  to  coneot  the  notion  which  the 


House  might  have  gathered  from  the  violent 
expressions  of  opinion  that  had  fallen  from  the 
Premier.  He  said  the  case  of  the  Wallsend 
Mine  was  an  absurd  one  to  introduce  in  the 
way  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done.  The 
facts  did  not  fall  out  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  said  at  aU.  The  Ministry  of  which 
he  (Mr.  RoUeston)  was  a  member,  and  which 
gave  effect  to  the  agreement  made  by  a  previous 
Ministry,  was  not  personally  concerned  in  any 
way  whatever  in  that  property  or  transaction. 
The  agreement  that  was  entered  into  was  a 
beneficial  one.  When  that  mine  shut  down 
it  had  forty  thousand  pounds*  worth  of  ma- 
chinery at  least,  and  the  company  that  took 
up  that  mine  had  shown  its  bona  fides  in  the 
working  of  the  mine  in  a  manner  that  was 
beyond  all  question.  He  was  careless  about 
defending  himself  from  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  about  the  West  Wanganui 
land.  It  did  not  go  through  his  hands,  and 
he  could  not  remember  the  details  of  it,  but 
it  had  no  personal  concern  with  the  Ministry 
of  the  day  in  any  wav  whatever,  and  in  refer- 
ring to  it  the  honourable  gentleman  was  simply 
drawing  a  red-herring  across  the  scent.  That 
was  all  beside  the  question,  however.  He 
was  not  dealing  with  the  past.  He  was  deal- 
ing with  the  present,  and  he  could  deal  with 
it  with  clean  hands,  and  with  a  clean  con- 
science. He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  so 
long  as  he  had  been  in  the  House  he  had  never 
rested  under  these  wrongs  which  he  condemned 
on  the  part  of  Ministers.  He  did  not  speak  of 
personal  wrong.  He  did  not  accuse  any  Minis- 
ters of  personal  dishonour.  He  said  it  was  a 
gross  wrong  and  a  scandal  against  any  Govern- 
ment that  this  sort  of  thing  should  go  on,  and, 
depend  upon  it,  the  country  would  awaken  to 
it  just  as  the  House  would  have  been  awakened 
and  pronoanced  against  it,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  wretched  vote  of  confidence  that  the 
Premier  called  upon  his  supporters  to  give 
when  he  (Mr.  RoUeston)  had  previously  brought 
up  the  question  of  Ministers  being  connected 
with  companies  and  syndicates. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  could  not  understand  why  the 
estimates  were  being  blocked.  He  had  under- 
stood it  was  solemnly  agreed  at  the  caucus  of 
the  Government  party — as  distinguished  from 
the  Liberal  party— held  in  the  previous  part  of 
the  day,  that  the  estimates  were  to  go  through 
without  discussion  that  night,  in  order  that 
the  Government  might  bring  down  the  public- 
works  estimates  on  Friday  night.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  that  solemn  pledge,  given  under  an 
oath  of  secrecy,  the  estimates  were  being 
blocked  by  Ministers  and  their  Whips.  They 
were  making  speeches  to  provoke  discussion  in 
order  that  the  estimates  might  be  stonewalled. 
And  why  should  they  have  wasted  an  hour 
over  an  item  that  should  not  have  appeared  on 
the  estimates  at  all?  As  to  the  West  Wanga- 
nui and  Wallsend,  he  did  not  think  the  pur- 
chasers made  much  out  of  either.  He  thought 
the  Wallsend  was  a  dead  loss,  and  he  believed 
the  West  Wanganui  had  sold  out  to  a  company 
that  would  never  see  theur  money.  The  point, 
however,  was  that  it  was  wrong  to  have  seven 
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Minist  It  was  cot  a  qnestion  of  voting  Mr. 

Carroll  salary.  He  had  a  very  high  opinion 
of  Mr.  Carroll 's  ability  in  dealing  with  Native 
matters,  and  he  had  no  doubt  he  had  kept  the 
Premier  straight  in  regard  to  them,  and  that 
he  had  well  earned  his  salary.  The  simple 
point  was  this :  The  law  said  there  dhonld  be 
six  Ministers  only,  and  why  had  they  now 
seven? 

Mr.  J.  McRENZIE  said  he  had  been  anxious 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Biocarton.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  had  got  up  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  him  off  the  traok,  but  he 
would  not  succeed  in  doing  this.  As  to  the 
number  of  Ministers,  this  matter  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  Gk)vernmect  had  acted  according  to  what 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  had  advised. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.  — You  voted  for  five  Minis- 
ters. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  that  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  He  voted  for  five  Ministers  think- 
ing five  enough.  When  he  came  to  be  a 
Minister  and  found  what  amount  of  work  was 
to  be  done  he  altered  his  opinion.  With  regard 
to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Biccarton,  that  honourable  gentleman  time 
after  time  this  session  had  dragged  up  the 
question  of  Ministers  holding  positions  in 
companies,  and  he  himself  had  been  pointed 
to  again  that  evening.  He  defied  the  honour- 
able member  for  Biccarton,  or  any  other 
honourable  member  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
or  any  one  outside  of  it,  to  point  out  one  in- 
stance where  his  duty  as  Minister  of  the  Crown 
came  in  contact  with  that  of  the  advisory 
board  for  the  Colonial  Consignment  Company. 
He  was  in  that  position  before  last  election. 
Everybody  knew  it ;  his  constituents  knew  it ; 
and  he  was  still  there.  That  was  sufficient  for 
him.  Where  was  the  scandal  the  honourable 
member  talked  about?  He  said  he  did  not 
accuse  Ministers  of  doing  anything  wrong. 
So  long  as  the  two  positions  did  not  conflict 
with  each  other,  and  he  defied  anybody  to  show 
one  instance  where  they  did,  he  did  not  care 
one  straw  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
said.  Both  himself  and  his  colleague  could 
set  the  honourable  gentleman  at  defiance  in 
this  matter.  The  honourable  member  talked 
about  the  country  awakening  up  to  it.  They 
had  heard  that,  and  of  the  handwriting  on  the 
wall,  every  session  for  the  last  seven  years ; 
but  the  handwriting  was  not  on  the  wall  yet, 
ajid  it  was  a  long  way  off. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  the  honour- 
able member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  not 
really  dealt  with  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee, which  was  that  there  were  seven  Minis- 
ters and  the  law  only  permitted  six. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  said  he  did.  He  said 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  advised  them. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  give  their  opinion 
to  the  House  on  the  subject.  He  did  not 
think  80. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  quite  suffi- 
cient for  him. 

Sir  R.  Stout 


Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  House.  The  law  pzesoribed 
six  Ministers,  and  there  were  now  seven.  The 
Act  of  1887,  which  made  the  reduction,  did  so 
because  the  whole  House  was  reduoed  from 
ninety-four  to  seventy-four  members,  and  the 
law  said  that,  as  the  House  was  being  so  largely 
cut  down,  it  was  only  reasonable  the  number  of 
Ministers  should  be  cut  down  also.  It  had 
been  said  the  Minister  of  Lands  voted  for  a 
lesser  number  even  than  the  six.  He  did  more 
than  that ;  he  was  the  member  who  introduced 
it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— No;  I  moved  the 
amendment,  not  the  motion. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked,  What  was 
the  object  of  the  amendment?  To  have  the 
number  reduced  to  five.  If  that  was  not 
proposing  to  reduce  the  number  of  Ministers, 
what  was  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  said  so  to-night.  I 
said  I  moved  the  amendment,  not  that  I  intro- 
duced the  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that  on  the 
Address  in  Beply  the  Minister  of  Lands  moved 
the  following  amendment : — 

**  That  this  House  would  respectfully  repre- 
sent to  your  Excellency  that  in  the  present 
financial  condition  of  the  colony  the  number  of 
paid  Ministers  should  be  reduced  to  five.  .  .  . 
And  I  move  this  addition  firmly  believing  that 
the  Government  and  administration  of  this 
country  could  be  carried  on  very  well  with  five 
instead  of  seven  Ministers." 

He  had  told  them  that  he  altered  his  mind 
as  soon  as  he  got  into  offioe,  and,  with  a  greatly 
reduced  House,  had  increased  the  number  of 
Ministers  again.  Mr.  Carroll  was  an  extra 
Minister.  He  had  got  his  salary  voted  against 
the  law  and  against  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  it  was  high  time  the  Honee  took 
the  question  into  consideration. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  a  reference  to  page  381 
of  Hansard  for  1884  would  show  that  what  he 
stated  regarding  the  West  Wanganni  land- 
purchase  was  opposed  by  Mr  Holmes,  the  then 
member  for  Christchuroh  City,  and  also  1^ 
the  late  Mr.  Ballance.  The  land  was  held  to  be 
most  valuable  by  the  Commissioner,  and  89,000 
odd  acres  of  it  was  sold  for  2s.  6d.  an  acre. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  that,  whether  the 
Law  Officers  had  advised  that  this  appointment 
was  legal  or  not,  it  only  went  to  show  how 
wretchedly  the  statutes  were  drawn.  On  turn- 
ing back  to  the  debates  of  1878  he  found  that 
they  clearly  indicated  thas  the  members  of 
the  Executive  Council  representing  the  Native 
race  should  be  Native  members.  Although 
the  Law  Officers  advised  that  the  Qovemment 
had  a  legal  right  to  appoint  Mr.  Carroll,  it 
showed  undoubtedly  that  the  statute  was  so 
loosely  drawn  that  he  was  now  able  to  hold 
a  position  that  was  never  contemplated  when 
the  Bill  was  introduced.  Unquestionably,  the 
intention  never  was  to  allow  a  member  who 
represented  a  European  constituency  to  hold 
the  seventh  seat  in  the  Ministry,  and  to  be 
paid  a  salary,  in  realitv  while  he  was  nommallj 
the  representative  of  the  Maori  race. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.] 


Supply. 


[HOOHB.] 


Supply. 


606 


Mr.  RIOHARDSON  thought  it  was  ^oite 
clear  that  the  Government  was  only  entitled 
to  have  six  Ministere ;  but  there  was  nothing 
against  its  paying  a  member  representing  the 
Kative  race  as  a  member  of  the  Executive.  If 
4hey  had  a  right  to  appoint  a  seventh  Minister 
he  ought  to  be  properly  paid,  and  if  Mr.  OarroU 
was  only  worth  £400  a  year  he  was  not  worth 
the  position  of  a  Minister.  As  Acting  Colonial 
Secresary  and  Acting  Native  Minister  he  ought 
to  be  paid  the  same  as  other  Ministers,  or  he 
should  not  be  there.  In  his  opinion,  the  Law 
Officers  must  have  clearly  stated  that  the 
appointment  was  wrong,  and  that  the  salary 
<could  not  be  paid  unless  the  House  voted  the 
money,  otherwise  it  would  have  been  paid  by 
Act  and  nothing  said  about  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  did  not  wish  to  be 
understood  to  say  that  this  was  illegal ;  the 
point  he  wished  to  take  up  was  that  it  was 
unconstitutional.  It  was  an  evasion  of  the 
law ;  but  he  did  not  say  it  had  been  an  illegal 
appointment.  The  fact  was  that  the  sum  of 
JMO  intended  to  be  given  for  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  representing  the  Native 
race,  for  his  services  as  such,  h^  been  by  an 
evasion  of  the  law  appropriated  for  a  Minis- 
terial salary,  as  more  than  six  salaried 
Ministers  were  illegal,  and  Mr.  Carroll  was  a 
salaried  Minister.  It  was  a  matter  that 
ehould  be  brought  before  the  House,  because 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  Cabinet 
appointing  another  Minister  on  the  same 
footing. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
Hod.  Mr.  Carroll  had  charge  of  totalisator  per- 
mits amongst  other  things.  He  believed  the 
whole  syAem  of  the  issue  of  totalisator  licenses 
was  bad,  and  that  the  totalisator  was  answer- 
able for  a  large  amount  of  gambling.  If  the 
Government  were  honestly  desirous  of  lessen- 
ing the  evils  consequent  upon  gambling,  the 
Colonial  Secretary  should  exercise  a  less  lax 
system  of  grtmting  totalisator  licenses. 

Mr.  WILSON  bought  the  honourable  junior 
member  for  Cbristchurch  City  was  in  error  in 
-confounding  horse- racing  with  gambling.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  since  the  introduction  of  the 
totalisator  racing  had  been  much  more  honest 
than  before,  in  which  opinion  he  was  sure  he 
would  have  the  concurrence  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  whose  name 
as  that  of  a  horse-owner  and  racing-man  was 
xespeoted  throughout  the  colony.  He  could 
not  see,  moreover,  what  the  alleged  laxity  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  in  connection  with  the 
issue  of  totalisator  licenses  had  to  do  with  the 
honourable  gentleman's  salary.  The  imputa- 
tion which  had  been  made  against  the  Acting 
Colonial  Secretary  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Cbristchurch  City — ^namely,  that  he  would 
exercise  his  powers  improperly — was  most  un- 
fair and  most  unfounded.  He  would  point  out 
that  at  the  rate  the  estimates  were  being  pro- 
ceeded with— one  item  in  an  hour  and  a  hsJf — 
the  twenty-two  classes  would  occupy  the  House 
until  the  end  of  March  next.  He  appealed  to 
the  House  to  get  on  more  rapidly  with  the  busi- 
ness and  avoid  the  introducuon  of  side-issues. 


Mr.  CROWTHER  said  the  Colonial  Secretary 
had  acted  very  firmly  in  refusing  to  grant  a 
transfer  of  a  totalisator  license  from  a  country 
club  to  the  metropolitan  club  at  Auckland, 
and,  so  far  as  his  opinion  was  concerned,  had 
done  his  duty  efficiently,  without  fear  or  ftkvour. 

Mr.  HOGG  bore  testimony  to  the  judicious 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Carroll  had  acted  with 
regard  to  applications  for  totalisator  permits. 
The  Colonial  Secretary,  he  considered,  had 
acted  firmly  and  justly. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  question  the  House 
had  to  consider  was  one  of  law — whether  the 
Ministers  were  right  in  asking  the  House  to 
appoint  and  pay  seven  Ministers  when  the  Act 
allowed  them  to  pay  only  six.  He  wanted  to 
know  why  the  terms  of  the  title  had  been 
altered.  It  was  put  down  this  year  as  **  ScJary 
of  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  repre- 
senting the  Maori  race,"  but  in  1891  it  was 
'*  Salary  of  member  of  the  Executive  CounoU 
holding  one  of  the  offices  mentioned  in  the 
Third  Schedule  of  ''The  Civil  List  Act  1868 
Amendment  Act,  1873."  He  did  not  know 
why  the  title  had  been  altered,  but  it  appeared 
that  according  to  the  estimates  this  year  he 
only  held  office  as  a  Minister  representing  the 
Maori  race,  and,  if  that  was  his  only  office,  he 
agreed  with  Sir  Robert  Stout  that  there  was 
no  need  to  put  it  in  the  estimates  at  all.  The 
salary  coula  have  been  claimed  without  a  vote 
of  the  House.  The  title,  however,  utterly  mis- 
represented the  position  the  Minister  held.  He 
was  a  Minister  holding  office  as  Commissioner 
of  Stamps,  and  as  be  could  not  get  his  salary 
under  the  Act  of  1878  he  had  to  get  it  placed 
on  the  estimates,  which  he  (Mr.  Allen)  main- 
tained was  a  breach  of  the  law.  The  House 
was  really  being  asked  to  appoint  a  seventh 
Minister  when  they  were  only  entitled  by  law 
to  six. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayk8,  85. 
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Mackenzie,  M 

.  Russell 

Brown 

McLean 

Sligo 

Fraser 

Massey 

Thomson,  J.  W, 

Herries 

Monk 

Kelly 

Moore 

Tellers. 

Lang 

Richardson 

Allen,  J. 

McGuire 

RoUeston 
Paibh. 

Wright. 

Fot 

Against, 

Carncross                    Hunter 

Carroll 

Carson 
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Fisher 

Lawry 

Pere 

Stevens 

Symes. 

Majority 

Baohanan 
Lewis 
Wason 

Hatohison,  G. 
Lethbridge. 

for,  16. 

Vote,  £400,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Clerk  of  Executive  GounoU,  £50, 
agreed  to. 

Vote,  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  £1,616, 
agreed  to. 

Ministers*  Secretaries,  £650. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  thought  it  should  be 
shown  on  the  estimates  what  salaries  these 
Private  Secretaries  received  in  addition  to  the 
amount  now  under  discussion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  officers  of  the 
several  departments,  and  their  salaries  ranged 
from  £150  to  £250.  The  amount  appearing  on 
the  estimates  was  the  usual  extra  allowance. 

Mr.  ALLEK  noticed  in  the  Public  Accounts 
there  was  another  item,  "  Salary  for  Private 
Secretary  from  Ist  June,  1896,  to  21st  March, 
1897,  £183  68.  8d."  There  was  also  an  item, 
"  Sessional  allowance  for  Private  Secretaries, 
£50."  He  wished  to  know  if  these  were  in 
addition  to  the  salaries  now  asked  to  be  voted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  believed  one  of  these 
officers  had  been  transferred  from  the  Labour 
Department,  and  the  other  was  acting  for  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Walker  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Govett, 
who  was  away  on  leave.  These  two  were  not 
in  the  lump-sum. 

Vote,  £650,  agreed  to. 

Messengers  and  office-keepers,  £4,159. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  drew  attention  to  the  item 
**  Office-keeper,  Christchurch,  £52,"  and  asked 
if  the  position  was  let  by  public  tender. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  was. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  this  salary  was  too  small 
to  pay  to  a  married  man.  It  was  a  disgrace  to 
them  that  they  should  have  a  married  man 
working  for  £1  a  week.  He  would  like  an 
assurance  from  the  Minister  that  the  matter 
would  be  looked  into. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  in  favour  of 

sweating"  anybody,  but  there  were  two  or 
three  parties  who  wanted  the  position,  and  it 
was  decided  to  call  for  tenders.  This  man  was 
the  lowest  tenderer,  and  he  got  the  position. 
He  did  not  think  they  should  employ  any  man 
below  a  living  wage. 

Mr.  KELLY  said,  in  that  case  would  the 
honourable  gentleman  consent  to  increase  the 
salary  to  a  reasonable  amount  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  look  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  would  like  to  remind  the 
Minister  that  this  man's  position  was  a  matter 
of  common  talk  amongst  certain  sections  in 
Christchurch.  He  proposed  to  move  that  the 
total  vote  be  reduced  by  £1,  as  an  indication 
that  this  man's  salary  be  increased  by  at  least 
£25  a  year.  The  tendering  system  was  fre- 
quently the  mother  of  the  *'  sweating  "  system. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  he  increased  the  salary 
he  would  not  consider  himself  bound  to  give 
the  position  to  this  man.    A  man  had  offered 


to  do  the  work  at  a  couple  of  pounds  more 
than  this  man.  If  a  higher  salary  were  paid 
it  might  be  deemed  proper  to  give  the  poeition 
to  an  old  soldier  or  polioeman.  However,  as 
he  had  said,  he  would  look  into  the  matter. 
He  did  not  think  they  ought  to  have  a  man 
working  for  less  than  the  value  of  his  work. 

Mr.  ERASER  would  like  the  Premier  to  aay 
whether  the  work  was  worth  more  than  £52  a 
year.  If  it  was,  then  he  had  no  doubt  the 
House  would  grant  an  increase,  but  if  the  work 
was  not  worth  more  than  £52,  and  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  office  was  submitted  to  public 
tender,  he  did  not  see  why  the  man  who  ten- 
dered the  lowest,  and  whose  tender  was  ac- 
cepted, should  claim  an  increase  in  salary. 

Vote,  £4,159,  agreed  to. 

Electoral  Department,  £4,050. 

Mr.  MASSEY  wished  to  know  how  this  item, 
"Expenses  of  printing  rolls,  advertising  elee- 
tions,  and  contingencies,  £2,500,"  was  divided 
up  under  the  various  headings  mentioned. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  wished  to  know  why  it  waa  ne- 
cessary to  increase  the  number  of  officers  from 
fourteen  to  nineteen  in  a  year  following  the 
general  elections,  and  the  explanation  of  the 
item  of  £100,  **  Expenses  under  the  Election 
Petitions  Act,"  seeing  that  there  could  be  no 
expenses  in  connection  with  election  petitions 
since  March  last. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  must  make  pro- 
vision for  elections,  and  if  they  were  to  have 
the  true  voice  of  the  people  they  shonld  pxo- 
vide  for  keeping  their  rolls  in  such  a  state  as 
to  include  the  whole  of  the  electors  of  the 
colony.  Owing  to  the  law  which  they  had 
passed,  at  the  last  election  at  Dunedin  there 
were  seven  thousand  people  whose  ilames  were 
not  on  the  roll,  and  he  said  at  once  that  they 
should  see  that  their  rolls  were  kept  tnily 
representative  of  the  voice  of  the  people.  The 
£100  was  on  account  of  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  the  Wellington  Suburbs  and 
Wellington  City  election  petitions. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  wished  to  know  if  in  the 
item  of  £2,500  provision  was  made  for  payment 
of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Field,  whose  claim  had 
been  three  times  before  the  Petitions  Commit- 
tee, and  had  been  recommended  for  recognition. 

Mr.  KELLY  wished  to  know  how  mneh 
was  paid  to  those  men  who  were  employed 
by  the  Registrars  to  go  round  the  country 
looking  up  and  enrolling  voters. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  said  that,  as  one  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Conmiittee  before  which  the 
case  of  Mr.  Field  was  heard,  be  was  sarpriied 
and  regretted  very  much  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  had  not  been  given  effect 
to  by  the  Government. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  had  read  all  the  docu- 
ments in  connection  with  the  oaae  of  Mr. 
Field,  and  he  considered  it  was  a  oase  in  which 
compensation  should  be  awarded.  He  beUeved 
this  unfortunate  man  had  been  worried  to  death 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  treated 
by  the  Government  over  this  matter.  It  seemed 
to  him  a  peculiar  thing,  when  the  Committee 
took  the  trouble  on  three  occasions  to  eonaktor 
the  petition,  and  recommended  that  some  com- 
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penaaiion  shonld  be  given  to  Mrs.  Field,  that 
the  Gtovemment  did  not  intend  to  do  anything 
in  the  matter  at  all.  There  was  another  thing 
he  ooald  not  understand — why  the  expenses  of 
printing  the  roll,  advertising,  and  electoral  oon- 
tingenoies  was  to  be  £2,500  in  1897-98,  while 
the  total  ezpenditnre  during  the  general  election 
was  only  £2,798. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said,  dealing  with  the  qaes- 
tion  of  Mr.  Massey,  the  main  item  would,  of 
oooree,  be  the  printing  of  the  roll.  He  might 
say  they  would  have  to  reprint  the  new  rolls,  so 
as  to  put  them  in  the  condition  they  were  in 
before  the  general  election.  There  was  a  tre- 
mendous body  of  electors  who  were  not  on  the 
rolls.  The  cost  would  be  between  £1,500  and 
£2,000.  To  cover  the  other  costs  they  had  pui 
down  a  fair  sum,  and  one  which  was  not  at  all 
extravagant.  Then,  as  regards  Mr.  Field's 
oase,  he  felt  rather  hurt  that  the  honourable 
niember  for  Wellington  City  should  practically 
accuse  the  Government  of  being  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter, and  that  because  the  Government 
had  refused  to  grant  Mr.  Field's  claim  they  had 
worried  him  to  death.  It  so  happened  that  he 
had  the  highest  medical  authority  that  such 
was  not  the  case,  so  that  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  that  charge ;  and,  more  than  that, 
he  had  heard  on  very  good  authority  that 
Mr.  Field  was  fairly  well-to-do.  Now  comes 
the  question  of  the  Qovernment  having  done 
nothing.  When  he  was  pressed  before  on  this 
matter  he  promised  that  he  would  submit  the 
papers  and  both  sides  of  the  question  to  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  a  Stipendary  Magis- 
trate, and  a  man  holding  a  high  position  in 
the  legal  profession  in  the  colony.  He  sub 
mitted  the  whole  thing  to  Mr.  Martin,  with 
the  question,  *'  Was  this  a  legal  contract,  and 
oonld  Mr.  Field  enforce  that  as  a  contract,  and 
was  he  entitled  to  this  money  ?  "  He  asked  Mr. 
Martin  to  advise  on  this  point,  and  Mr.  Martin 
advised  that  he  had  no  claim  whatever.  If 
the  House  decided  to  pay  this  claim  they 
would  be  laying  down  a  precedent  which  was 
against  the  advioe  and  opinion  of  Mr.  Mar- 
tin. There  were  scores  of  people  who  were 
in  exactly  the  same  position  as  Mr.  Field's 
case;  and  if  the  House  paid  Mrs.  Field  each 
man  would  have  the  same  claim  upon  them. 
If  the  House  forced  the  Government  to  make 
a  payment  of  the  taxpayers'  money  to  these 
people  in  the  face  of  this,  the  responsibility 
would  rest  with  the  House  and  not  with  the 
Government.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Kelly's  ques- 
tion, he  said  the  charge  was  made  last 
year,  and  did  not  appear  on  these  estimates. 
He  thought  in  some  instances  they  gave  to 
mounted  men  who  had  to  find  their  own 
horses  158.  per  day,  and  the  others  10s.  per 
day. 

Mr.  GROWTHER  said  that  the  Premier's 
story  so  far  as  it  went  was  true,  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  neglected  to  tell  the  House  that 
Mr.  Martin  said  that  unless  he  had  the  parties 
before  him  to  examine  and  cross-examine  he 
was  not  able  to  decide.  The  Premier  and  the 
Committee  knew  that  the  papers  indicated 
that  the  gentleman  did  the  work,  and    the 


Oommittee  knew  more;  they  knew  that  Mr. 
Field  absolutely  turned  away  other  work  from 
his  establishment  in  order  that  he  might  do 
the  roll-work  within  the  oontraot  time.  There 
was  another  feature :  Mr.  Field  was  authorised 
by  the  Registrar  at  the  time  to  do  this  work.  It 
was  proved  to  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Field 
did  work  in  connection  with  printing  the  rolls 
estimated  at  £80  at  the  very  least.  He  had 
hoped  a  portion  of  this  item  would  have  been 
devoted  to  paying  this  just  and  righteous 
claim,  and  he  was  quite  sure  the  House  would 
never  rest  satisfied  until  the  claim  was  settled. 

Mr.  MASSEY  would  like  to  indorse  what 
had  been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  City  (Mr.  Orowther).  On  two  occa- 
sions the  Public  Petitions  Oommittee,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  considered  the  case  of  Mr. 
Field,  and  on  each  occasion  they  recommended 
unanimously  that  Mr.  Field  should  be  paid. 
He  believed  it  was  quite  correct,  as  stated  by 
Mr.  Martin,  that  Mr.  Field  had  no  legal  claim^ 
but  he  had  a  moral  claim,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
equity,  he  considered  Mr.  Field  should  have 
been  paid.  Now  that  the  man  was  gone,  he 
thought  his  claim,  amounting  to  nearly  £100» 
should  be  paid  to  his  widow  and  family. 

Mr.  SLIGO  thought  the  system  of  men  being 
sent  round  the  country  collecting  claims  for 
electoral  enrolment  was  capable  of  extreme 
abuse  either  by  one  party  or  the  other,  and 
that  it  should  therefore  be  stopped.  If  people 
did  not  think  it  worth  their  while  to  take  the 
trouble  of  putting  themselves  on  the  rolls  they 
were  not  worthy  to  be  on  them  at  all.  He 
trusted  this  system  would  not  be  pursued.  At 
the  same  time  he  hoped  ample  facilities  would 
be  given  for  people  getting  their  names  on  the 
roll. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  so  far  as  concerned 
the  claim  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Field's  legal 
representatives,  he  had  not  endeavoured  to 
import  any  feeling  into  the  matter  at  all.  But 
he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  said  that  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand  had  dealt  inequitably — setting 
aside  altogether  the  legal  position— with  tho 
claim.  There  was  nothing  inequitable  at  all 
in  what  they  had  done.  According  to  the 
memorandum  that  he  held  in  his  hand  Mr. 
Field's  price  was  at  the  rate  of  128.  a  page. 
In  the  first  contract  his  price  was  7s.  a  page, 
and  when  they  called  for  fresh  tenders  he 
claimed  he  had  a  right  to  the  printing  of  the 
fresh  rolls  at  the  increased  price. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— And  you  paid  more. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  come  to  that  in 
a  moment.  The  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
know  everything.  Another  element  came  in 
here.  This  fresh  roll  had  to  be  done  in  twenty- 
one  days,  and  Mr.  Field  had  taken  two  montha 
to  do  a  small  roll  only  one- third  the  size  of  this 
one.  Here  was  the  memorandum  bearing  on 
the  matter  :— 

"  Registrar  of  Electors'  Office, 

Auckland,  5th  December,  1893. 

"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  November, 
directing  me  to  forward  a  report  on  Mr.  Field'e 
letter  re  his  claim  for   compensation.    This 
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veporfc  would  haye  been  fumiBhed  earlier  had 
not  the  general  election  required  all  my  atten- 
tion. 

**  I  shall  first  plaoe  the  facte  before  you  in 
order  to  show  that  Mr.  Field  has  no  claim 
whatever  on  the  department  for  compensation, 
■as  there  has  been  no  breach  of  contract  on  the 
part  of  the  Government. 

"  By  circular  No.  498/888  the  late  Registrar 
was  instructed  to  call  for  tenders  for  printing 
the  provisional  rolls  for  the  City  of  Auckland, 
the  conditions  being  the  printed  form  supplied 
by  the  department,  which  form  was  supplied 
to  Mr.  Field  and  all  other  printers  attached  to 
the  application  form  for  tendering.  Mr.  Field 
being  the  successful  tenderer  at  Ts.  per  page, 
he  was  duly  called  upon  to  enter  into  the 
required  bond  with  two  sureties,  which  he  did 
on  tiie  8th  June  last,  the  bond  stating  that 
the  conditions  were  according  to  the  terms 
expressed  in  a  circular  inviting  tenders  dated 
the  15th  day  of  May,  1898,  signed  by  T.  A. 
Moresby,  Registrar  of  Electors  for  the  City  of 
Auckland,  a  copy  of  which  circular  is  hereunto 
attached.  Mr.  Field  duly  carried  out  the  con- 
ditions, and  printed  the  roll  and  supplements 
{which  were  two)  at  the  agreed  price ;  and  I 
ehall  here  state  that,  although  one  of  the  sup- 
plements consisted  of  eight  pages  only,  it  took 
Mr.  Field  nearly  a  fortnight  to  complete  it. 

'*  By  circular  No.  7,  dated  the  25th  Septem- 
ber, 1898,  by  section  6,  I  was  instructed  to 
compile  a  new  roll  of  all  persons  enrolled  up 
to  the  5th  October.  The  section  continues, 
*You  should,  without  delay,  arrange  with  the 
•contractors  who  printed  the  previous  rolls  for 
the  printing  of  the  rolls  on  similar  terms,  or  as 
near  as  may  be,  taking  into  consideration  any 
altered  circumstances.  The  necessary  forms 
of  conditions,  specimen  of  roll,  and  form  of 
contract  are  forwarded  herewith.  The  contract 
time  allowed  for  prioting  shall  not  exceed 
twenty-one  days,  and  it  would  be  desirable  that 
4he  date  up  to  which  contracts  shall  be  signed 
should  not  be  later  than  Tuesday,  the  10th 
October.  Before  signing  any  contract  to  print 
roll  you  will  be  good  enough  to  telegraph,'  &o. 
JFrom  the  words  I  have  underlined  in  this 
section  I  took  it  that  the  old  contract  had  been 
fulfilled  and  was  at  an  end,  and  that  a  new 
contract  was  to  be  tendered  for  with  a  fresh 
consideration ;  nevertheless,  I  carried  out  the 
first  part  of  the  section  and  interviewed  Mr. 
Field  as  to  the  printing  of  the  new  roll.  Mr. 
Field's  price  for  the  new  contract  was  12s. 
per  page  for  one  thousand  copies.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  roll 
would  contain  between  sixteen  and  seven- 
teen thousand  names  instead  of  some  six 
thousand,  that  the  time  allowed  for  print- 
ing would  be  under  three  weeks,  and  that 
it  had  taken  Mr.  Field  two  months,  working 
all  his  time  night  and  day,  to  print  a  roll 
one- third  as  large,  I  felt  firmly  convinced 
that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  impossi- 
bility for  Mr.  Field  to  carry  out  the  work. 
I  therefore  interviewed  Mr.  Brett,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  largest  printing-house  in  the 
town,  and,  as  that  gentleman  tendered  at 
Mr.  Seddon 


lis.  6d.,  or  6d.  per  page  below  Mr.  Field,  which 
meant  a  saving  of  £8,  and  as  Mr.  Brett  em- 
ploys some  hundreds  of  hands  instead  of  two,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  recommend  you  to  aoo^t 
Mr.  Brett's  tender,  which  you  did. 

<*  As  to  Mr.  Field  stating  he  had  made  pn- 
parations  for  printing  the  new  roll  by  obtaining 
special  paper  and  extra  type,  and  setting  up  of 
more  than  thirty  pages  of  matter  which  he 
knew  would  be  required,  all  I  can  state  is  that 
he  did  that  quite  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
received  no  encouragement  whatever  from  me. 

'*  The  rumour  which  Mr.  Field  states  is  in 
circulation — that  Mr.  Brett  had  been  allowed 
to  put  in  a  lower  price  than  his  and  so  under- 
cut him — is  as  base  as  it  is  untruthful. 

**  I  have  reported  at  full  length  on  the 
matter,  and  fail  to  see  in  what  way  Mr.  Keld 
has  been  unfairly  treated,  unless  it  be  he 
wishes  the  department  to  compensate  him  for 
his  own  mistakes. — I  have,  &c., 

**  James  Halyoat,  Jun.,  Registrar. 

**  The  Under-Secretary, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Wellington." 

That  was  the  recommendation  of  the  Regis- 
trar. They  had  the  work  done  for  £8  less,  uod 
it  was  done  in  three  weeks,  while  it  had  taken 
Mr.  Field  two  months  to  do  a  smaller  rdL 
He  had  tendered  at  7s. ;  he  had  got  his  7s., 
and  he  said,  according  to  his  first  oiroulsr, 
that  that  entitled  him  to  the  printing  of  all  the 
rolls  for  that  district.  And  then  the  Magistrate 
had  said  he  had  not,  either  legally  or  equitably, 
a  leg  to  stand  on.  A  bargain  was  a  oargain. 
Mr.  Field  came  down  to  Wellington,  and  the 
members  of  the  Committee  said  they  were  satis- 
fied he  had  a  legal  claim,  and  that  if  it  went 
before  any  Magistrate  he  would  recover.  He 
(Mr.  Seddon)  said  he  would  let  it  go  before  a 
Magistrate.  Ultimately  they  said,  *'  No ;  that 
could  not  be  done  very  well;  but  would  he 
hand  over  everything  to  a  Magistrate — to  Mr. 
Martin— and  they  would  be  satisfied  with  his 
decision."  He  did  so,  and  Mr.  Martin  gave  his 
decision  ;  and  because  he  was  not  in  favour  of 
their  contention  they  had  this  matter  raked  up 
again.  If  the  man  had  had  anything  like  a 
reasonable  claim  on  the  colony  he  would  not 
stick  at  a  pound  or  two,  but  here  there  was 
neither  a  legal  nor  an  equitable  claim. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  that  had  considered  Mr.  Field's 
claim,  was  very  pleased  to  hear  the  Premier's 
statement.  At  the  same  time  he  was  very 
much  surprised  to  hear  what  had  been  said  oa 
the  matter  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Franklin,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee. The  question  was  decided  on  its 
merits,  and  the  honourable  member  had  de- 
fended a  position  that  could  not  be  defended. 

Mr.  MASSEY,  in  personal  explanation,  said 
the  Committee  on  two  occasions  were  nnani- 
mous  in  recommending  that  Mr.  Field's  claim 
should  be  paid. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  what  was  done  with  the 
claims  for  enrolment  that  were  held  by  the 
Registrars  of  Electors  until  after  the  general 
election.  Were  they  forwarded  to  head-quarters 
and  kept  there?    His  reason  for  askuig  was 
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that  he  desired  vexy  maoh  to  see  some  of  the 
olainu  for  enrolment  that  were  used  previous 
to  the  general  election.  He  had  made  inquiries 
in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  office,  but  to  no 
purpose.  The  late  Registrar  for  the  Inveroar- 
gill  district  stated  that  he  had  sent  all  claims 
to  head-quarters,  but  they  were  not  there  now. 
But  this  was  evidently  a  mistake.  These 
claims  were  sent  in  to  the  Registrar  previous 
to  the  general  election,  and  some  of  them  were 
filled  in  in  a  very  curious  manner,  and  he 
wanted  to  show  to  the  House  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  done,  but  he  could  not  get 
the  slightest  trace  of  the  enrolment  forms 
referred  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  as  far  as  he  under- 
stood  the  law,  the  Registrar  was  responsible  for 
placing  on  the  rolls  those  who  clamied  to  be 
enrolled,  and  the  original  claims  were,  he 
thought,  by  law  to  be  retained  by  the  Regis- 
trar. They  certainly  would  not  know  at  the 
head  office.  He  did  not  see  what  they  had  got 
to  do  with  them  at  all.  Once  the  Registrar 
had  registered  he  ought  to  have  the  original 
olaims  to  support  his  roll,  and  ought  to  keep 
them  there,  and  any  person  was  entitled  to 
see  them.  There  was  no  law  to  compel  him 
to  send  them  up  to  Wellington.   . 

Mr.  KELLY  said  the  Registrar  had  retired, 
and  the  claims  were  not  to  be  found. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  entitled  to 
«end  them  up  at  all. 

Mr.  MONK  thought  Mr.  Field  regarded  his 
claim  as  a  matter  of  equity.  He  thought  he 
had  a  moral  and  equitable  right  to  it,  and 
appealed  to  Pariiament  by  petition ;  and  the 
Committee  was  unanimous  that  Mr.  Field 
should  have  recompense  made  to  him  by  the 
country. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  the  members  of  the 
Committee  agreed  with  the  Premier  that  the 
matter  should  be  referred  to  a  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  and  both  parties  agreed  to  abide  by 
his  decision.  The  opinion  of  the  Magistrate 
was  adverse,  he  regretted  to  say,  because  the 
members  of  Committee  thought  that  Mr.  Field 
had  an  equitable  claim. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that  Mr.  Field  was  to 
print  the  whole  of  the  rolls  for  1898.  He  was 
asked  to  print  the  rolls  in  October  in  a  shorter 
time,  and  he  said  he  would  therefore  have  to 
increase  his  price.  Then,  after  having  part  of 
the  work  done,  and  having  gone  to  extra  ex- 
pense in  getting  type,  he  was  told  that  the 
work  would  be  done  by  Mr.  Brett.  Mr.  Martin's 
last  memorandum  was  as  follows :  ''It  is  im- 
possible to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
without  having  the  parties  before  me.'*  How 
could  that  be  a  final  decision  ?  Mrs.  Field  had 
a  claim  against  the  colony,  and  that  claim 
should  be  met. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  omitted  to  tell 
the  Committee  that  that  last  memorandum  of 
Mr.  Martin's  was  a  memorandum  sent  after  he 
had  sent  him  a  communication  given  to  him 
by  Mr.  Crowther  which  was  not  on  the  original 
papers.  This  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Martin, 
who  stated  that  the  receipt  of  it  did  not  alter 
his  previous  decision.        ^BIT.  ^   .^ IW!^ ...: 


Sb  R.  STOUT  said  that  he  had  the  papers 
before  him,  and  it  was  perfectlv  plain  that  the 
acceptance  of  the  contract  that  Mr.  Martin 
based  his  first  decision  on  was  not  the  letter  of 
acceptance  sent  to  Mr.  Field.  The  acceptance 
of  the  contract  did  not  mention  anything  about 
the  supplementary  rolls  at  all,  but  informed 
him  that  his  tender  for  the  printing  of  the  rolls 
was  accented.  Therefore  Mr.  Martin  could  not 
have  had  that  letter  of  acceptance  before  him 
when  giving  his  decision.  Tne  price  was  raised 
by  him  because  he  was  asked  to  print  more 
rolls  than  he  had  been  given  before. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's contention  were  correct,  and  they  were 
bound  to  give  Mr.  Field  the  printing  of  the 
supplementary  rolls,  thev  might  just  as  well 
give  him  £12  as  12a.  per  folio.  If  the  Govern- 
ment oould  adiust  the  price,  he  contended  they 
could  adjust  the  question  as  to  whether  Mr. 
Field  should  have  the  rolls  or  not. 

Mr.  MONK  considered  that  the  Premier  had 
not  cleared  the  matter  up.  Mr.  Field  con- 
sidered his  contract  was  to  go  on,  and,  as  he  had 
incurred  expense  in  the  matter,  it  should  be  re- 
funded to  him.  It  seemed  unreasonable  to  re- 
quire the  case  to  be  submitted  to  any  Magis- 
trate, and  to  be  decided  in  a  very  loose  manner, 
as  had  been  done  in  this  case,  when  it  was  not 
a  case  of  law  but  of  equity. 

Mr.  MOORE  thought  a  great  amount  was 
wasted  in  the  printing  of  the  rolls,  while  the 
Registrars  in  many  instances  were  indifferently 
paid. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  again  to  raise  the 
subject  of  the  impropriety  of  the  Government 
ordering  Registrars  to  send  men  round  the 
country  to  get  names  placed  on  the  rolls.  If 
the  electors  were  indifierent  as  to  their  electoral 

Srivileges,  let  them  remain  ofi  the  rolls.  He 
id  not  blame  the  Registrar,  but  five  political 
opponents  of  his  had  heen  appointed  for  that 
purpose  in  his  district. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  House  might 
remember  the  Premier  had  stated  before  the 
last  election  that  this  was  going  to  be  done,  as, 
owing  to  the  change  in  the  boundaries,  many 
people  might  find  themselves  on  the  wrong 
rolls.  No  instructions  had  been  issued  as  to 
what  class  of  men  should  be  employed  in  this 
work.  He  knew  of  one  case  where  a  man,  who 
had  collected  some  names  of  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  Ministry,  had  dropped  them 
dovm  a  mining  shaft,  and  Ministers  were  quite 
unaware  of  that  until  the  elections  were  over. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  that,  if  he  had  not  been 
satisfied  before,  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands  would  have  proved  to  him  that  the 
svstem  mentioned  was  bad.  It  was  the  doty  of 
the  Government  to  see  that  there  were  forms 
obtainable  at  every  post-office ;  any  one  could 
fin  them  up  and  address  them  to  the  Registrar, 
and  greater  facilities  than  that  need  not  be 
given.  He  knew  that,  in  his  district,  people 
had  gone  round  to  get  parties  of  the  "right 
colour  "  on  the  roll. 

Mr.  TANNER  believed  there  was  good 
reason  for  some  of  the  complaints  that  had 
been   made.     The    amount   paid    under    the 
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Bleotoral  Aofe  to  Registrars  and  for  contingent 
expenses  was  large,  and  yet  they  all  knew  per- 
sonally the  state  of  things  was  sach  that  there 
was  great  room  for  improvement.  He  oonld 
understand  the  statement  of  the  Minister  that 
a  number  of  forms  had  been  thrown  down  a 
shaft  in  Canterbury ;  forms  properly  guaran- 
teed had  been  found  lying  in  a  ditoh.  The 
system  that  every  elector  should  be  allowed  to 
witness  other  applications  was  excellent  in 
theory;  but  it  was  a  liberty  that  involved  a 
grave  danger,  for  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  persons  to  be  employed  by  various 
political  agencies  to  collect  forms,  a  large 
number  of  which  were  suppressed,  and  never 
found  their  way  to  the  Registrar  for  enrolment. 
He  thought  they  should  have  a  proper  Regis- 
trar in  each  electorate,  who  should  be  super- 
vised in  doing  his  duty.  There  should  be  no 
undue  control,  and  the  system  need  not  be 
costly.  At  present  it  was  expensive,  and  in  a 
high  degree  unsatisfactory ;  and  it  provoked 
much  animosity  in  consequence  of  the  swindles 
innocent  people  were  subjected  to  by  political 
agents.  A  greater  degree  of  control  should  be 
exercised  over  the  officers  than  at  present,  and 
those  who  appeared  to  delight  in  disfranchis- 
ing others  should  be  liable  to  suppression. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that,  regurding  his  own 
election,  he  was  sorry  to  state  that  a  person 
who  was  employed  by  the  party  of  which  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  was  the  head  went 
round  his  electorate,  obtained  the  names  of 
some  thirty  people,  and  never  put  their  claims 
in  at  all.  There  should  be  an  amendment 
of  the  law  which  would  prevent  one  political 
party  or  the  other  doing  anything  of  that  kind. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  grant  facili- 
ties for  the  amendment  of  the  Electoral  Act, 
so  that  they  would  have  a  clear,  pure,  and 
honest  roll,  and  prevent  any  repetition  of  the 
glaring  scandals  which  had  taken  place  in 
connection  with  placing  electors  on  the  rolls, 
and  also,  as  he  had  pointed  out,  omitting  to 
put  in  claims  for  enrolment  which  had  been 
duly  signed  and  handed  to  an  agent  for  trans- 
mission to  the  ReRifltrar. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  that  in  his  electo- 
rate two  rival  parties  had  got  names  to  put  on 
the  roll,  but  he  did  not  believe  the  Government 
had  had  anything  to  do  with  either  party. 
It  was  reported  one  of  those  parties  had  been 
sent  round  by  the  brewers  and  the  other  by  the 
Prohibitionists ;  and  a  number  of  the  names 
collected  never  reached  the  Registrars  at  all. 
Another  thing  he  complained  of  was  that  one 
of  the  parties  went  into  the  Bay  of  Islands  dis- 
trict and  obtained  some  names  which  they 
placed  on  the  Marsden  roll.  He  blamed  the 
Registrar  for  what  had  taken  place,  for  he 
believed  it  had  been  done  with  his  con- 
nivance. The  officer  he  referred  to  had 
been  removed  from  the  district,  but  was  still 
in  the  employment  of  the  Government,  and 
might  do  the  same  thing  somewhere  else.  It 
was  time  steps  were  taken  to  make  what  had 
been  complained  of  punishable.  Men  went 
round  collecting  claims  to  vote,  and  witnessing 
signatures  to  them,  intending  at  the  time 
Mr.  Tanner 


that  the  claims  to  vote  should  never  be  pre- 
sented for  registration,  except  those  who  they 
thought  would  vote  for  a  particular  interest 
Such  tactics  ought  to  be  made  a  orimuial 
offence.  So  far  as  his  information  went  the 
Government  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  what 
he  had  complained  of;  but  the  Gk>vemman& 
ought  to  be  very  careful  in  appointing  Begistrais 
who  would  do  their  duty  impartially. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  the  great  fault  about  the 
compilation  of  the  electoral  roll  was  the  want 
of  publicity.  It  would  be  too  expensive,  perhaps^ 
to  advertise  in  the  newspaper  all  those  whose 
names  were  put  on  the  roll ;  but  something 
should  be  done,  if  it  were  only  the  posting  daily 
at  the  Registrar's  office  the  names  of  the 
applicants  received  on  the  previous  day,  and 
perhaps  the  person  enrolled  might  be  given 
notice  of  the  fact  by  the  Registrar.  The 
greatest  evil,  however,  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment appointed  men  as  Registrars  who  already 
had  plenty  to  do  without  the  extra  duty.  There 
were  clerks  of  local  bodies  and  others  available 
for  appointment  who  were  not  strong  politieal 
partisans  who  had  more  time  than  the  present 
Registrars,  and  who  would  do  the  work  as  well 
as  it  could  be  done. 

Mr.  TAYBiOR  contended  that  there  vras  no 
provision  in  the  Act  by  which  the  Government 
could  incur  expenditure  for  the  payment  of 
men  whose  duty  it  was  to  get  persons  to  enrol. 
At  present  the  responsibility  of  seouring  enrol- 
ment rested  with  the  people,  and  if  a  person 
did  not  exercise  his  right  his  name  was  re- 
moved from  the  roll.  Now,  however,  the  Pre- 
mier intended  to  employ  a  number  of  men  to 
get  the  people  to  enrol. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  deny  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  statement,  and  added  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  thai 
the  roll  was  as  complete  as  possible. 

Mr.  Taylor  did  not  agree  with  the  Pre- 
mier that  that  was  a  duty  of  the  Government. 
He  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  men  employed 
last  year  were  men  who  were  quite  unfit  to  do 
the  work— men  who,  if  sent  on  a  simple  mes- 
sage to  the  other  end  of  the  town,  would  pro- 
bably get  drunk  on  the  way.  Some  of  them 
even  were  men  without  oharacter  and  vnthont 
reputation.  It  would  be  better  to  place  the 
responsibility  of  enrolment  on  the  elector ;  and, 
for  himself,  he  would  rather  support  the  pro- 
posal by  which  every  person  of  twenty-one  yean 
was  fined  for  non-registration  than  have  a  num- 
ber of  irresponsible  men  set  to  work  to  get 
names  on  the  roll.  Many  of  the  claims  got  in 
Christchurch  by  this  method  last  year  were  lost ; 
some  were  afterwards  found  in  a  drain,  and 
some  were  picked  out  of  the  street-ehanneL 
The  purging  of  the  rolls  after  elections,  as  at 
present  carried  out,  was  one  of  the  best  things 
the  Government  had  done  for  the  oountiy. 
They  got  rid  of  absentees,  lunatics,  and  others, 
and  also  of  those  who  heul  removed  from  one 
district  to  another ;  and,  to  his  mind,  there  was 
nothing  that  would  tend  more  to  bring  a  cor- 
rupt state  of  things  about  than  the  Conservative 
proposal  of  the  Government  to  take  steps  to  see 
that  the  roll  was  stuffed  by  paid  canvasserB. 
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He  wonld  move,  That  the  item  "  S2,600,  Ex- 
penses of  printing  rolls,  advertising  elections, 
■ad  contingencies,"  be  reduced  by  £2,000, 
which  was  the  sam  the  Premier  said  it  wonld 
cost  to  employ  the  necessary  labour  to  put  the 
names  on  the  roll  throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  stated  nothing  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  replied  that  such  a  statement 
was  deliberately  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
What  he  said  was  that  £1,600  or  £2,000  was 
required  for  the  printing  of  the  rolls. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  accepted  the  Premier's  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  FRA8ER  wished  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  Premier  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
preventing  the  stuffing  of  the  rolls  by  paid 
canvassers.  When  the  Registrar  sent  a  notice 
to  any  person  that  his  name  was  struck  ofi  the 
roll  through  not  voting,  he  should  include  in 
the  envelope  a  registration  form,  together  with 
a  franked  envelope.  The  applicant  could  then 
go  to  the  nearest  elector  to  witness  his  signa- 
ture, and  post  the  application  in  the  nearest 
post-office,  and  the  thing  was  done.  There 
would  be  no  need  for  any  canvassers  if  the  Pre- 
mier wonld  instruct  the  Registrars  to  adopt 
that  system. 

Mr.  KELLY  contended  that  there  should  be 
an  Election  Oourt  set  up  to  examine  into  claims 
for  enrolment.  At  present  they  found  that 
whole  bundles  of  claims  were  sent  in  right  up 
to  the  very  minute  the  writs  were  sent  in,  and 
there  was  nobody  to  investigate  them,  and 
many  people  claimed  a  vote  no  matter  whether 
they  resided  in  the  district  or  not.  He  sug- 
gested that  a  Court  should  be  held  a  fortnight 
previous  to  the  closing  of  the  rolls,  and  this 
would  to  a  great  extent  check  bogus  registration. 

Mr.  SEDDON  pointed  out  that  section  22  of 
the  Electoral  Act  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Registrar  to  see  that  every  person  who  wae 
eligible  should  have  his  name  on  the  roll — that 
was,  to  see  that  the  roll  was  as  complete  as 
possible.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wskatipu,  the  Registrar  al- 
ready had  the  right  of  his  own  motion  to  carry 
that  out.  Many  of  the  Registrars,  however, 
held  a  number  of  appointments,  and  had  not 
time  to  do  this  duty,  and  in  many  places  the 
Qovemment  might  have  distinct  appointments, 
and  that  would,  of  course,  increase  the  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  that  the  em- 
ployment of  persons  to  canvass  electoral  dis- 
tricts to  get  names  upon  the  roll  was  highly 
improper,  as  they  were  frequently  men  not  fit 
to  be  intrusted  with  such  a  duty,  because  they 
acted  too  often  from  such  a  mere  party  point 
of  view  that  they  carefully  selected  the  house- 
holds %o  be  visited  or  passed  over,  according 
to  their  political  colour. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  no  doubt,  as  the 
Premier  had  pointed  out,  the  22nd  section 
of  the  Electoral  Act  said  that  the  Registrar 
should  make  the  roll  as  complete  as  possible ; 
but  if  he  was  to  do  his  duty  as  an  efficient 


officer  he  ought  to  remain  in  his  office,  and 
this  section  of  the  Act  could  not  be  said  to- 
authorise  the  Minister  or  any  one  to  send 
other  persons  round  the  country  to  canvasa 
for  names.  He  wished  the  Premier  would 
bring  down  some  resolution  so  as  to  test  tho 
feeling  of  the  House  on  the  subject.  It  was 
no  use  saying  that  any  man  engaged  actively 
in  an  electoral  contest  shall  not  go  round  and 
induce  people  to  have  their  names  put  on  the 
roll;  nor  did  he  see  any  objection  to  active 
partisans  taking  every  poesible  means  to  get 
people  to  put  their  names  on  the  roll.  What 
he  objected  to  was  that  an  officer  of  the  Qo- 
vemment should  do  such  a  tiling. 

Mr.  C ADMAN  said  it  was  distinctly  under- 
stood at  the  end  of  the  last  Parliament  that 
every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  get  the 
rolls  put  right  in  view  of  the  altered  boundaries 
and  the  then  approaching  elections.  The  will- 
of  the  last  Parliament  was  simply  carried  out 
in  that  matter. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  discussion  which  had 
taken  place  went  to  show  that  the  sooner  the- 
electonJ  law  was  amended  the  better. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  the  question  was.  Had 
they  at  the  present  time  sufficient  Registrars, 
or  were  they  to  have  five  more  appointed  f 
Printing  the  rolls  in  the  present  year  would  be 
simply  throwing  the  money  away.  The  rolls 
should  not  be  printed  until  the  elections  were 
approaching.  The  Registrars  should  simply 
see  that  the  rolls  were  put  in  order.  If  there 
was  no  objection,  he  would  like  to  alter  his 
amendment  to  **  £1,600  "  instead  of  **  £2,000.*' 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  sum  put  down  for 
printing  was  not  for  the  main  rolls.  As  the 
names  came  in,  supplementary  rolls  had  to  be 
printed.  The  law  said  that  the  rolls  must  be 
printed.  He  did  not  care  whether  the  Com- 
mittee passed  a  shilling  for  the  printing  of  the 
rolls.  The  whole  discussion  simply  pointed  to 
the  necessity  for  an  amendment  of  the  electoral 
law. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  he  had  never 
heard  such  a  statement  made  by  the  Premier 
before — that  he  did  not  care  whether  there 
were  electoral  rolls  or  not.  It  implied  that  the 
right  honourable  member  thought  the  rolls 
were  not  going  to  be  so  valuable  to  him  in  the 
future  as  they  had  been  in  the  past,  and  he  (Mr. 
Mackenzie)  agreed  with  him  in  that.  He  re- 
membered some  years  ago  that  the  House 
had  expressed  the  desire  that  the  Oovemment 
should  see  that  all  persons  were  placed  on  the 
electoral  rolls,  one  of  the  reasons  being  that  the 
women  of  the  colony,  having  just  been  granted 
the  franchise,  might  be  more  or  less  careless 
about  being  put  on  the  rolls.  He  could  not  think 
that  the  House  was  altogether  wrong  in  de- 
manding this  duty  from  the  Oovemment,  but 
the  Government  had  not  carried  oat  this 
duty  as  it  ought  to  have  done.  They  had 
misused  the  power  placed  in  their  hands  in 
respect  to  sending  round  careful  and  impar- 
tial officers  whose  sole  duty  it  would  be  to  see 
that  people  were  enrolled;  they  had,  instead, 
appointed  in  some  instances  mere  creatures  of 
their  own  to  act  as  canvassers  for  the  Govern- 
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ment.  In  oUiei  words,  the  Ooyenunent  had  bo 
miBi»ed  the  power  reposed  in  it  that,  rather 
than  have  the  work  carried  on  any  farther,  it 
would  even  be  better  that  people  should  be  left 
in  their  own  way  to  enrol  or  to  refrain  from 
doing  so  as  they  chose ;  but  the  fault  lay  with 
the  Oovemment  in  not  carrying  out  the  wishes 
of  the  House  in  a  proper  manner. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  there  was  less  to  be  feared 
from  the  stuffing  of  the  rolls  than  from  the 
manipulation  of  them  in  the  way  that  had 
been  done  in  some  electorates.  There  were 
people  acting  as  canvassers  for  certain  political 
organizations  who  went  round  and  got  signa- 
tures to  claims  to  vote,  and  it  was  subsequently 
discovered  that  a  large  number  of  these  claims 
had  never  been  sent  in  at  all,  the  omission 
being  evidently  for  the  nefarious  purpose  of 
preventing  those  whom  they  supposed  were 
against  the  side  they  represented  from  exer- 
cising the  franchise.  He  thought  the  House 
should  subject  people  who  were  found  guilty  of 
such  practices  to  heavy  penalties.  As  to  the 
persons  appointed  by  Registrars  to  secure  enrol- 
ment, it  was  quite  necessary  that  this  should 
be  done  in  country  districts  such  as  he  repre- 
sented, where  numbers  of  people  were  long 
distances  from  the  post-offices,  and  where  there 
was  no  means  of  enrolling  themselves  except 
by  sending  some  one  round  in  the  way  in  which 
the  Government  had  done  last  year. 

Mr.  SYMES  said,  if  men  had  not  been  sent 
round  by  the  Registrars  last  year  there  would 
have  been  hundreds — in  fact,  he  thought  thou- 
sands— who  would  have  been  disfranchised, 
principally  owing  to  the  alteration  in  the 
ooundaries  in  the  Egmont,  Hawera,  and  Tara- 
naki  districts.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  a  very 
wise  and  necessary  precaution  to  take.  He 
indorsed  tbe  statements  made  as  to  electors 
signing  claims  to  vote,  and  subsequently  dis- 
•covering  that  the  claims  had  never  been  sent 
in  at  all,  for  that  had  occurred  in  a  number 
of  instances  in  his  electorate.  Further,  these 
Registrars  were  not  all  of  the  *' right  colour,*' 
for  in  the  great  majority  of  instances  they  were 
opposed  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  PIRAKI  said  section  58  of  the  Electoral 
Act  did  not  make  it  mandatory  to  print  a  roll 
on  a  hundred  claims  to  vote  being  received. 
The  Act  stated  that  whenever  not  less  than  a 
hundred  names  had  been  added  to  any  roll,  **  a 
new  roll  shall  be  formed  by  inserting  therein 
the  additional  names  in  alphabetical  order, 
«nd  may  be  reprinted."  It  was  never  done 
until  the  eve  of  a  general  election,  and  the 
printing  of  a  roll  at  this  time  of  the  year  was 
not  in  any  sense  justified. 

Mr.  MILLS  wished  to  point  out,  as  to  the 
•charge  that  the  Government  had  misused  the 
power  placed  in  their  hands,  that  the  alteration 
of  the  boundaries  was  made  just  prior  to  the 
last  election,  and  it  was  necessary  that  some 
•one  should  be  sent  round  to  see  that  the 
electors  were  properly  enrolled ;  and  it  was  also 
unfair  to  say  that  those  appointed  were  of  the 
'•right  colour,"  for  it  was  a  fact  that  in  a  great 
many  instances — probably  the  majority — they 
were  not  favourable  to  the  Government  at  all. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackefuie 


Mr.  8SDD0N  would  nut  point  oat  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  how  truly 
wrong  he  was  in  his  interpretation.  If  ths 
honourable  gentleman  read  he  would  find  ttis 
Registrar  must  sell^  these  rolls  at  the  pdos 
which  was  fixed  by  the  statute.  He  eMdit 
was  not  known  and  not  done,  and  that  it  wss 
against  the  law.  He  was  speaking  with  an- 
thority  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  would  like  the  Premier  to  «i- 
plain  how  the  item  of  "  Expenditure  for  1896-97, 
£2,798,"  under  the  head  of  "  Printing  rolls,  ad- 
vertising  elections,  and  contingencies,"  wss 
made  up.  He  understood  that  a  portion  cl  it 
was  for  printing  rolls,  and  he  would  like  to  knov 
what  proportion  was  for  printing  and  what  pco- 
portion  was  for  the  paid  canvassers,  and  if  there 
was  any  Registrar  included  in  that  item,  and 
what  the  proportion  for  contingencies  mi^ 
be. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  just  like  to  point  oat 
where  the  Premier  was  mistaken,  when  he 
stated  that  the  supplementary  roll  must  be 
printed  and  sold  with  the  main  roll.  He  had 
bought  and  paid  for  these  rolls  on  many  oooa- 
sions,  and  the  rule  in  the  past  had  always  been 
that  if  the  supplementary  rolls  were  not  printed 
with  the  ordinary  rolls  the  Registrar  sappbed 
copies  of  the  supplementair  rolls  later  on.  I 

The    Committee  divided   on   the    qaestioOt     I 
"  That  the  item,  *  Expenses  of  printing  rolls,  ad- 
vertising elections,  and  contingencies,  £2,600,* 
be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £2,000." 

Atbs,  20. 

Allen,  J.  McGuire  Russell 

Bollard  Mackenzie,  M.  Smith 

Brown  McLean  Stout 

Buchanan  Monk  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Heke  Montgomery  TsUen. 

Kelly  Richardson  Pirani 


Lethbridge        RoUeston 


Taylor. 


Nobs,  88. 

Larnach 

Lawry 

McGowan 

McEenzie,  J. 

McEenzie,  R. 

Massey 

Meredith 

Millar 

Mills 

Moore 

Morrison 


O'Meara 

O'Regan 

Parata 

Seddon 

Sligo 

Steward 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

TeUers. 
Hogg 
Symea. 


Allen,  E.  G. 

Gadman 

Duncan 

Field 

Flatman 

Gilf odder 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 

Holland 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Joyce 

Eaihau 

Majority  against,  18. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  the  Tote  jost  cast 
had  probably  been  influenced  owing  to  a  mis- 
understanding between  the  Premier  and  him- 
self as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  money. 
He  moved  too  large  a  reduction.  He  pro- 
posed to  move  now.  That  the  item  **  £2,500"* 
be  reduced  by  £1,500. 

Mr.  PIRANI  thought  the  suggestion  he  mads 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  evening  a  better  oea 

Mr.  MoGUIRE  would  like  to  know  if  ths 
Premier  had  decided  what  steps  should  be  t 
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in  regard  to  the  touts  who  were  sent  about  the 
ooimtry  to  pat  people  on  the  rolls.  Was  that 
system  to  be  continued  in  the  future,  or  was  it 
to  be  abandoned  ? 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  he  had  answered  that 
question  already  two  or  three  times  to-night. 

Mr.  BROWN  happened  to  know  that  one  of 
these  gentlemen  who  was  appointed  by  the 
QoTermnent  to  get  names  placed  on  the  roll 
had  been  eanyassing  in  the  interest  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont. 

Mr.  SYMES  denied  that  any  such  person 
canyassed  for  him  at  all. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON  said  there  were  ex- 
ceptioDal  conditions  during  the  last  election 
necessitating  exceptional  steps  being  taken  to 
enrol  the  electors.  Coming  to  the  question  of 
the  cost  of  enrolment,  he  would  go  further  than 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu  as  to  the 
future  conduct  of  the  Government,  and  say  it 
should  be  penal  to  conduct  a  house-to-house 
oanvass,  as  being  wholly  degrading  to  all  the 
people  connected  with  it. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  a  great  wrong  was  done 
at  the  last  elections  in  many  electorates  by  the 
Government.  Men  were  employed — it  might 
have  been  by  the  Registrars — to  enrol  electors 
who  in  some  instances  were  canvassing  for 
Government  candidates.  In  one  Auckland 
district  there  was  also  a  case  in  which  eighty- 
five  electors  signed  claims  which  never  reached 
the  Registrar  of  Electors  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb  said  the  Government  were 
not  responsible  for  that. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  was  not  saying  the  Govern- 
ment were  responsible  for  it;  but  it  showed 
that  some  alteration  should  take  place  in  the 
system  of  registration  of  electors.  The  Govern- 
ment ought  not  at  all  to  send  men  round 
putting  people  on  the  roll.  The  reason  why 
the  thing  was  done  in  1898  Was  that  the  women 
were  then  entitled  to  go  on  the  roll  for  the  first 
time.  The  opposition  to  this  vote  was  wholly 
caused  by  the  fact  that  there  was  an  increase 
of  five  officers  for  the  year,  when  no  general 
election  was  pending,  and  that  there  was  an 
increased  expense  which  they  thought  entirely 
unnecessary.  This  was  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, touching  as  it  did  the  whole  fairness  of 
our  electoral  system.  He  did  not  personally 
know  of  any  person  appointed  who  canvassed 
for  votes  for  a  Government  candidate.  He  had 
heard  of  one  in  the  Wellington  Suburbs,  but  he 
had  heard  of  none  in  the  city. 

Mr.  SEDDON  pointed  out  that  there  had 
been  a  change  in  the  boundaries  of  the  elec- 
torates at  the  last  elections.  In  the  towns 
there  was  not  much  change,  but  in  the  country 
districts  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
one  should  see  to  the  changing  of  the  names 
to  the  proper  rolls,  or  many  people,  through 
ignorance  of  what  was  reqtdred,  might  have 
lost  their  right  to  vote.  The  Registrars  were 
not  able  to  do  this  work,  and  they  intimated 
as  much  to  the  Government.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  taken  steps  to  meet  the  difficulty 
they  would  have  been  blamed  for  it.  They 
therefore  appointed  persons  to  see  to  this 
heing  done.    The  mistake,  if  mistake  at  all, 


was  in  the  alteration  of  the  boundaries.  If 
there  had  been  no  alteration  of  boundaries, 
which  he  thought  was  one  of  the  greatest  mis- 
takes, this  trouble  would  never  have  arisen  at 
all.  His  view  was  that  the  Registrar  should  do 
this  work.  But,  as  he  had  pointed  out,  in  some 
instances  the  Registrar  had  so  much  other 
work  to  do  that  it  was  unreasonable  to  expect 
him  to  do  this  as  well.  What  had  caused  irri- 
tation more  than  enough  was  that  two  contend- 
ing factions  in  the  country  had  their  emissaries 
out  collecting  claims  for  enrolment,  and  that 
both  parties  deliberately  refrained  from  putting 
on  tne  roll  those  whom  they  thought  were 
against  them.  If  any  case  had  occurred  such  as 
that  named  by  Sir  Robert  Stout,  where  persons 
appointed  to  collect  claims  had  got  names  and 
refrained  from  putting  them  on  the  roll,  it  was 
certainly  reprehensible  in  the  highest  degree. 
He  had  heard  no  complaints  on  that  head.  He 
had  heard  complaints  in  respect  to  what  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  said,  where  those 
employed  were  partisans.  But  he  said,  first  of 
all,  let  them  alter  the  law,  and,  as  far  as  the 
law  would  allow,  appoint  Registrars  to  do  the 
work  and  see  that  persons  entitled  to  go  on 
the  roll  were  placed  there.  The  Registrars 
should  at  once  send  out  claims  for  enrolment 
to  the  persons  entitled  to  go  on.  They  were 
asking  only  for  a  reasonable  amount  this  year 
for  getting  the  rolls  into  a  fair  condition,  and 
none  of  the  money  would  be  thrown  away. 
There  was  no  provision  in  the  vote  for  paid 
touts. 

Amendment,  To  reduce  the  vote  by  £100, 
negatived,  and  vote,  £4,050,  agreed  to. 

vote.  Audit  Office,  £5,681,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Registrar-General's  Department,  £4,425, 
agreed  to. 

Agent-General's  Department,  £4,350. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  wanted  particulars  as  to  the 
£100  increase.  There  was  no  increased  number 
of  officers. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  Mr.  Kennaway's  son  was 
in  the  office,  the  clerical  work  being  increased, 
and  he  thought  that  was  the  reason  of  the 
additional  amount  being  required. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  the  Committee  ought  not 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  Premier's  answer. 
Surely  he  ought  to  give  an  answer  as  to  what 
the  increase  was. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  increased  work 
and  increased  clerical  assistance  during  the 
Jubilee  period. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  it  appeared  to  him  this 
item  ought  not  to  be  increased.  The  work  at 
Home  could  not  be  increasing.  There  were  no 
large  public  works  going  on.  He  moved,  That 
the  vote  be  reduced  by  £100. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  when  the  general 
correspondence  with  the  Agent- General  would 
be  laia  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  such  corre- 
spondence. There  were  letters  going  to  each 
department  which  were  kept  in  each  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  was  satisfied  on  the 
point.  He  thought  it  would  be  an  ill  day 
when  the    Agent  -  General's  office  became  a 
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politioal  offioe,  oarrying  on  oonreapondenoe 
wiUi  the  Gk>7enunent  of  the  day.  It  was 
stated  in  the  pablio  Press  that  the  Agent- 
General  had  been  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office 
with  reference  to  appointments  to  the  Legis- 
lative Oouncil ;  and,  if  that  were  true,  it  was 
very  objectionable.  It  would  be  very  much  to 
foe  regretted  if  the  Agent-General  should  make 
himself  the  exponent  of  extreme  views  on 
social  subjects;  it  interfered  greatly  with  the 
utility  of  the  office. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  the  expenses  of  this 
department  had  increased  by  £279  since  1888. 
There  was  no  justification  for  the  increase,  as 
they  were  not  carrying  on  any  public  works  to 
any  appreciable  extent  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Agent-General  had 
been  doing  good  and  useful  work  in  London. 
He  thought  it  advisable  the  office  should  be 
brought  into  the  City  so  as  to  be  in  close  touch 
with  business-men.  It  was  astonishing  the 
number  of  people  who  went  to  the  Agent- 
General's  office  to  obtain  information  about 
the  colony.  With  regard  to  the  Agent-General 
delivering  speeches  in  London  and  other  parts 
of  England,  he  thought  he  had  done  the 
colony  a  lot  of  good.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  saw  no 
harm  in  the  Agent  Generid  bringing  New  Zea- 
land to  the  front  in  explaining  our  legislation 
to  the  people  at  Home.  He  had  not  seen 
anything  extreme  in  the  Agent-General's 
speeches  to  find  fault  with. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  thought  that  if  the  increased 
expenditure  were  due  to  the  fact  of  a  temporary 
clerk  being  employed  during  the  Jubilee  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  it.  He  thought  the 
Premier  was  hardly  fair  in  stating  that  the 
former  Agents-General  did  not  compare  with  the 
present  Agent- General  in  regard  to  eloquence. 
He  thought  that  Sir  Dillon  Bell  was  a  more 
eloquent  speaker  than  Mr.  Reeves.  Sir  Dillon 
Bell  thought  it  improper  to  take  any  side  in 
politics  as  he  was  not  a  party  man.  The  pre- 
sent Agent- General  apparently  thought  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
scarcely  did  the  Agent- General  justice.  The 
latter  did  not  consider  himself  a  party  man. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  agreed  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City.  The 
office  was  very  largely  a  political  office  now. 
He  did  not  know  of  any  reason  for  finding 
fault  with  the  Agent-General,  and  did  not  in- 
tend to  do  80,  but  they  had  no  data  to  go  upon, 
because  the  same  system,  he  suspected,  was 
carried  on  in  London  as  obtained  in  the  colony 
with  regard  to  the  Press.  If  any  one  wanted 
to  get  information  from  the  office  in  London 
he  would  not  obtain  it  if  in  the  habit  of  criti- 
cizing too  freely.  He  did  not  think,  however, 
any  good  would  be  accomplished  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  vote. 

Mr.  WILSON  said  that  no  one  knew  better 
than  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
that  neither  Mr.  Reeves  nor  Sir  Dillon  Bell 
ever  gave  information  to  those  persons  who 
sent  information  by  cable  to  the  colony, 
which  was  forwarded  by  cablegram  to  the 
Press  Association.  The  honourable  gentleman 
Mr,  BoUesUm 


was  misleading  the  House  by  endeavonzing  to 
show  that  Mr.  Beeves  was  oommenoing  a  nmr 
departure  by  giving  information  to  the  Prees; 
but  he  would  find  as  a  matter  of  faot  that  the 
correspondents  of  the  Conservative  papers  got 
more  information  from  the  present  Agent- 
Ghsneral  than  the  correspondents  of  the 
Liberal  papers.  As  to  the  queetion  of  Mr. 
Reeves's  alleged  interference  in  politios*  he 
was  a  free  agent,  and  all  he  had  done  was  to 
go  on  the  platform  when  questions  oi  sooaal 
and  economic  reform  were  under  dieeasnon, 
and  show  what  was  the  tendency  of  the  pro- 
gressive legislation  in  this  colony  with  re^ud 
to  those  questions.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  pass  the  vote. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  thought  the  duty  of  the 
Agent  -  General  was  to  protect  the  colony's 
interests  and  leave  other  people  alone.  He 
did  not  think  the  time  had  arrived  for  inereae- 
ing  the  expenses  of  the  office,  as  there  was  now 
less  work  to  be  done  than  formerly. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  the  daty  of  the 
Opposition  to  see  that  no  payments  were  made 
except  for  services  rendered,  and  the  Pzemior 
ought  to  show  that  the  additional  work  dons 
by  the  Agent-General's  Department  was  such 
as  to  warrant  the  increase  in  the  vote. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Agent-General  had 
sent  with  the  estimates  a  list  showing  the  woik 
that  had  to  be  done.  There  was  a  very  laige 
increase  in  the  correspondence  and  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  department  generally.  Witn  regud 
to  Mr.  Kennaway,  he  regarded  him  as  one  ci 
the  colony's  ablest  officers,  and  he  vrould  point 
out  that  the  London  Press  of  all  shades  of 
political  opinion  spoke  in  the  most  favooraUe 
terms  of  the  Agent- General  and  his  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,  with  regard  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Agent-General,  he  could  con- 
firm entirely  what  hod  been  stated  by  the 
Premier.  He  had  known  him  for  more  yeas 
than  anybody  in  the  House  as  a  public  officer. 
He  would  like  to  see  this  opinion  teke  the 
practical  form  of  the  extra  £100  on  the  esti- 
mates being  added  to  his  salary,  as  he  thought 
he  was  very  poorly  paid  for  the  services  he 
rendered  to  the  colony.  With  regard  to  the 
Agent- General,  he  had  a  sincere  desire  to  see 
him  remain  where  he  was,  and  the  observa- 
tions he  had  made  were  in  that  direotion. 
There  was,  he  thought,  a  tendency  with  the 
Government  to  make  the  Agent-General  the 
advocate  of  the  Government  of  the  day  rather 
than  the  Agent-General  for  the  oolony.  That 
was  the  danger  he  had  spoken  of,  and  which  be 
had  a  sincere  desire  to  avoid. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said  it  seemed  to  him  they  had 
not  been  supplied  with  sufficient  informatioo 
with  regard  to  the  Agent-Crenerars  office.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  head  of  that  departmsnt 
should  not  be  required  to  furnish  an  M*"«Mfcl 
report,  in  the  same  way  as  the  heads  of  other 
departments  did,  showing  what  he  had  dons 
during  the  vear,  and  placing  them  in  a  poetticn 
to  judge  whether  or  not  the  Agent-G«nezal% 
department  was  worth  the  money  it  cost  the 
taxpayers  of  the  oolony.    As  to  the 
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thai  Mr.  Beeves  feook  a  aide  in  politios,  when 
he  was  sent  Home  as  Agent-General  he  was  not 
sent  Home  to  represent  one  side  of  the  House, 
OE  one  party  in  the  country,  but  to  represent 
the  whole  of  the  people  of  the  oolony,  and,  suoh 
being  the  oase,  if  he  took  part  in  either  colonial 
or  Imperial  politics  he  was  doing  what  was 
wrong  and  improper. 

Six  B.  STOUT  said  that  the  statement  as 
to  the  amount  of  work  done  in  the  Agent- 
General's  office  was  altogether  wrong.  The 
Agent-General  in  the  years  when  he  (Sir  B. 
Stout)  was  in  office  had  twice  as  much  work 
to  do  as  the  Agent-General  had  now. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  Agent-General  had 
lately  been  in  Europe  yisiting  the  watering- 
{daoee  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  on  a  matter 
to  the  Government.  Were  the  expenses  of 
that  trip  included  in  the  vote  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  expenses  were  in- 
cluded in  *'  Contingencies." 

Mr.  McLEAN  would  also  like  to  know  when 
it  was  proposed  to  move  the  Agent-General's 
office  to  the  City.  The  House  had  a  right  to 
have  an  indication  as  to  when  it  was  proposed 
to  take  that  step.  For  himself,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  improvement,  as  it  would  be 
of  more  use  to  the  colony  if  it  was  in  a  place 
that  would  be  more  in  touch  with  busineas-men. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  the  office  was 
removed  it  would  probably  cost  more  to  the 
oolony,  but  the  extra  expense  would  be  more 
than  compensated  for  by  the  prominence  of  the 
office,  which  would  result  in  business -men 
being  brought  into  touch  with  it  more  than 
they  were  at  present.  Not  only  that,  but 
annually  exhibits  were  sent  Home  to  the  office, 
and  it  was  quite  a  journey  to  go  to  the  office 
&t  present,  while  if  the  office  was  in  the  City 
the  products  and  manufactures  of  the  oolony 
could  be  shown  to  much  advantage.  As  for  the 
visit  of  the  Agent-General  to  the  watering- 
plaoes,  it  was  admitted  that  it  would  be  a  go<^ 
thing  to  have  a  doctor  in  charge  of  the  baths  at 
Botorua  who  was  well  acquainted  with  spas 
■and  baths  of  that  kind,  and,  after  inquiring  by 
letter  after  a  man  with  such  knowledge  with- 
out any  satisfactory  result,  he  told  the  Agent- 
General  while  he  was  at  Home  to  take  a  tour 
round  the  different  baths  himself  and  to  select 
a  man  to  send  out  to  the  colony  to  take  charge 
at  Botorua. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  objected  to  the  removal  of  the 
office  from  Westminster  to  another  part  of 
liondon.  No  part  of  London  was  so  well 
known  as  was  Westminster.  Whether  the 
whole  office  should  be  abolished  or  not  was 
another  question.  He  would  not  support  the 
motion  to  reduce  the  vote  by  £100,  but  if  it 
had  been  proposed  to  wipe  out  the  vote  alto- 
gether he  would  have  given  such  a  proposal 
his  support. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  there  was  a  difference 
l>etween  Westminster  and  Victoria  Street, 
Westminster.  Business-men  in  London  had 
told  him  it  would  be  advisable  to  remove  the 
office  to  the  Gity* 

Amendment,  To  reduce  vote  by  £100,  nega- 
tived, and  vote,  £4,850,  agreed  to. 


Mr.  McGUIBE  moved  to  report  progress. 
Ayxs,  24. 
Mackensie,  M.  Bussell 
McLean  Sligo 

Massey  Smith 

Monk  Tanner 

Montgomery      Taylor. 
Moore  Tellers, 

Pirani  Allen,  J. 

Bolleston  MoGuire. 


Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Growther 

Eraser 

Heke 

Henries 

Kelly 

Lethbridge 

Nobs,  27. 
Allen,  E.  G.       Hutcheson,  J.   Parata 
Gadman  Kaibau  Seddon 

Duncan  McKenzie,  J.     Steward 

Field  McKenzie^  B.    Symes 

Flatman  Meredith  Thompson,  T. 

Gilfedder  MiUar  WUson. 

Graham  Mills  Tellers. 

Hall- Jones        O'Meara  McGowan 

Hogg  0*Began  Morrison. 

Holland 

Majority  against,  8. 

Motion  negatived. 

Printing  and  Stationery,  £26,490. 

Mr.  PIBANI  wished  to  know  if  the  sum  of 
£637  would  complete  the  whole  cost  of  printing 
the  library  catalogue. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  it  would. 

Mr.  PIBANI  called  attention  to  the  printing 
of  the  new  library  catalogue.  The  cost  must 
have  been  greatly  increased  owing  to  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  type  used. 

Mr.  T  A  Y  L  O  B  asked  what  method  was 
adopted  in  giving  employment  at  the  Printing 
Office? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  in  taking  on  men 
during  the  session  a  few  were  selected  from 
each  district,  married  men  having  the  pre- 
ference. 

Vote,  £26,490,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  Services,  £21,827. 

Mr.  MOOBE  wished  for  details  in  connec- 
tion with  the  items,  '*  General  contingencies, 
£7,000,'*  **  Salary,  Expert  Meadows,  freight 
on  exhibits  and  expenses,  Queensland  Exhi- 
bition, £1,000,"  *' Premier's  Gonference  at 
Hobart,  £518,"  "Grant  to  the  Premier  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  his  visit  to  London, 
£1,750." 

Mr.  TAYLOB  moved.  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  PIBANI  moved.  That  the  item  **  Print- 
ing General  Assembly  Library  Gatalogue, 
£687,"  be  reduced  by  £1.  He  desired  that  to 
be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House  that  there  had  been  undue  extravagance 
in  the  method  of  printing  the  catalogue. 

The  Gommittee  divided. 


Ayes,  8. 

Buchanan 

Kelly 

Lethbridge 

Monk 
Moore 
Smith. 

NoBB,  88. 

Tellers 
Pirani 
Taylor. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

BoUard 

Brown 

Gadman 
Duncan 
Field 

Flatman 
Gilfedder 
Graham 
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Hall-Jonefl  Meredith  Seddon 

Hoffg  Millar  Steward 

Holland  Mille  Tanner 

Hutoheson,  J.  Montgomery  Thompson,  T. 

Kalhau  O'Meara  Wilson. 

MoQowan  O'Began  TsZIsrs., 

McEenzie,  J.  Parata  Morrison 

MoEenzie,  B.  Russell  Symes. 
Massey 

Majority  against,  25. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £36,490, 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**That  progress  be  reported." 


ATiis,  21. 

Bollard 

McLean 

Bossell 

Brown 

Massey 

Smith 

Buohanan 

Monk 

Stout 

Eraser 

Montgomery 

Taylor. 

Kelly 

Moore 

TelUrs 

Lethbridge 

Pirani 

Growther 

McGuire 

BoUeston 

Herries. 

Maokenzie,  M. 

, 

Noes,  27. 
Allen,  E.  G.       Hutoheson,  J.   Parata 
Gadman  Eaihau  Seddon 

Duncan  McGowan  Steward 

Field  MoKenzie,  J.     Symes 

Flatman  MoKenzie,  B.    Thompson,  T. 

Gilfedder  Millar  Wilson. 

Graham  Mills  TelUrs. 

Hall-Jones        Morrison  Meredith 

Hogg  O'Meara  O'Began. 

Holland 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Garson  Garroll 

Hunter  Gamoross 

Hutchison,  G.  Stevens 

Lewis  Lawry 

Bichardson  Lamach 

Thomson,  J.  W.  Joyce 

Wason  Pere 

Wright.  Houston. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  with  reference  to  the  item, 
**  General  Gontingenoies,  £7,000,"  he  saw  that 
the  expenditure  last  year  was  £9,825.  He 
wanted  some  information  about  the  amount 
set  down  for  passages  of  labour  delegates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  in  payment  of 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  Labour  Gon- 
ference  held  at  Oamaru,  he  thought,  at  which 
the  whole  of  the  labour  unions  were  repre- 
sented. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  it  was  a  rather  dangerous 
precedent.  If  they  paid  the  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  one  conference,  they  would  have 
claims  sent  in  in  connection  with  other  con- 
ferences. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  had  been  customary 
for  two  or  three  years  past  to  pay  these  ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  asked  if  the  Premier  would 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  Prohibitionists*  Oonfer- 


enoe,  or  the  expenses  of  the  National  Assooia- 
tion  delegates.  The  labour  delegates  oaght  to 
pay  their  own  expenses. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  wais  no  analogy 
between  this  case  and  the  other  oonferaooes 
mentioned  by  the  last  speaker. 

Mr.  PIBANI  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
item  "  Law-oosts  in  re  Garson,  £13  17s.'* 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  it  referred  to  costs 
incurred  by  the  Grown  in  oonneotion  with  a 
case  brought  in  the  Supreme  Oourt  by  a  man 
named  Garson. 

Mr.  MOOBE  complained  that  all  sorts  of 
items  were  wrapped  up  under  the  heading 
**  General  Gontingenoies,  £7,000." 

Mr.  FLATMAN  thought  the  item  "  Imperial 
Institute  Expenses,  1896,  £200,"  was  exoeflBive» 
and  moved,  That  it  be  reduced  by  £1. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  over  £1,000  wae 
spent  last  year  on  Ministers'  travelling-ex- 
penses, and  he  wanted  to  know  why  it  did 
not  appear  in  the  ordinary  way — that  was, 
under  statute.  This  amount  was  in  exoeas  of 
the  statutoiT  allowance. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  had  to  be  passed  as  an 
appropriation,  although  it  was  allov?ed  by  Act, 
wnich  said  it  should  not  exceed  £1,000. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  item  '*  General 
Gontingenoies  "  be  reduced  by  £1. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  moved.  That  the  item  of  £7,000 
for  contingencies  be  reduced  by  £61  lis.,  re^e- 
senting  the  amount  paid  for  passages  of  latoir 
delegates  to  a  Labour  Oonference.  In  naovinc 
this  motion  he  knew  that  more  would  be  heua 
of  it ;  but  if  the  whole  Oabinet  went  to  Christ- 
church  to  discuss  this  amendment  with  his 
constituents  he  should  move  it  again  and 
again.  There  was  no  authority  or  power  Toeted 
in  the  Government  to  pay  the  expenses  of  dele- 
gates attending  conferences,  whether  they  be 
prohibition,  labour,  or  brewers'  oonferenoee. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  the  amount  was  not 
included  in  the  £7,000  of  contingenoieB,  but 
had  been  paid  in  the  previous  year. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  said  he  would  move  the  amend- 
ment all  the  same,  as  he  regarded  it  as  a  most 
corrupt  use  of  public  money. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  late  Minister  of 
Labour,  Mr.  Beeves,  who  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchuroh  Gity  had  stated  vrae  the 
best  Minister  of  Labour  the  colony  had  had, 
and  whose  loss  he  so  much  deplored,  had 
initiated  the  grant  in  question,  and  the  Go- 
vernment had  continued  it.  He  held  that 
conferences  of  the  kind  were  invaluable  to  the 
country,  and  the  money  spent  in  assisting 
them  was  well  spent.  The  delegates  to  a 
Labour  Gonference  were  just  as  mnch  entitied 
to  receive  this  assistance  as  those  who  oame  to 
attend  Postal  Gonferenoes. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  where  the  night-wafeeh- 
men  and  messengers  for  whom  £1,184  18b.  6d. 
was  asked  to  be  voted  were  situated.  It  seemed 
a  large  amount. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  it  might  seem  a 
larjje  amount,  but  they  had  very  valuable 
buildings  that  required  attention  and  oaie,  and 
these  men  were  employed  about  the  baildingi 
as  night-watchmen  and  messengers. 
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Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  for  ui  expluiation  of  the 
amonni  set  down  under  the  GItU  List  Acoount 
for  Mioister'B  traTelling-expensee — ^£225.  On 
referring  to  the  MisceUaneonB  Services,  that 
aoooont  was  credited  £109  lOs.  from  the  Civil 
List  Account.  What  was  the  reason  of  the 
disorepanoy? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  why  it  was 
necessary  they  Bhonld  have  so  many  casaal 
messengers  employed.  By  the  employment  of 
casaal  messengers  and  extra  clerks  the  patron- 
age of  the  Qovemment  was  largely  increased, 
and  a  coach  and  fonr  was  driven  through  the 
Oivil  Service  Act.  He  thought  that  as  far  as 
possible  some  system  shoula  be  introduced  of 
employing  the  clerks  and  messengers  perman- 

Mr.  RICHABD80N  said  that  when  there 
were  ninety-four  members  of  the  House  there 
were  only  fifteen  messengers,  and  now  when 
there  were  seventy-four  members  the  number  of 
messengers  had  been  increcMcd  to  twenty-five. 
He  would  like  the  Minister  to  give  the  House 
an  assurance  that  next  year  the  items  now 
covered  by  contingencies  would  be  scheduled  in 
the  estimates. 

Mr.  KELLY  hoped  the  honourable  member 
for  Ohristchuroh  Oity  would  withdraw  his 
amendment,  as  this  money  had  already  been 
paid  for  passages  to  delegates  attending  the 
Labour  Conference  at  Dunedin  ;  and  there  was 
this  good  feature  connected  with  it :  that  every 
year  the  Qovemment  managed  to  get  a  vote  of 
oonfidence  from  these  labour  delegates,  which 
in  itself  was  worth  the  money. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  might  inform  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  that  the  £109  10s.  re- 
presented the  amount  charged  for  the  Native 
Minister,  and  the  balance,  £225,  represented 
the  travelling  -  expenses  of  the  Natives.  In 
connection  with  the  vote  for  the  Labour  Con- 
ference, he  would  point  out  that  this  expendi- 
ture did  not  commence  with  the  present 
Qovemment,  but  started  at  the  time  of  the 
maritime  strike,  when  the  Atkinson  Qovem- 
ment paid  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  to  a 
Oonference  in  Wellington  to  deal  with  the 
labour  trouble.  It  seemed  to  him  it  was  much 
better  to  pay  the  expenses  of  men  who  met  to 
prevent  trouble  arising  than  to  let  the  trouble 
arise  and  afterwards  pay  them  to  meet  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  it.  It  was  only  right 
that  the  views  of  labour  members  on  this  mat- 
ter should  be  considered  ;  and  if  it  was  going 
to  injure  the  colony,  its  discontinuance  should 
be  considered.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura,  all  these 
items  were  shown  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper 
6.-1;  and  members  accustomed  to  Parlia- 
mentary papers  could  readily  put  their  fingers 
on  the  items  that  made  up  this  amount.  As 
to  the  messengers,  they  had  had  that  matter 
out  a  little  time  ago. 

Mr.  HERE  said  he  knew  of  no  reason  why 
-the  labour  delegates  should  have  their  ex- 
penses paid  by  the  State  so  that  they  might 
travel  through  the  colony  free  of  cost. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  defended  the  pavment 
of  the  item,  £68  lis.,  the  expenses  of  the  labour 
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delegates,  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  any 
labour  member  should  object  to  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  item  referred  to 
was  paid  away  and  done  with,  and  the  House 
should  therefore  not  waste  further  time  on  it. 

The  amendment.  To  reduce  the  item  <'£7,000  " 
by  £68  lis.,  was  negatived. 

The  amendment,  To  reduce  the  item  **£7,000  '^ 
by  £1,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wished  to  ask  this  question 
with  regard  to  the  item  "  Salary  of  Resident^ 
Rarotonga,  Cook  Islands  "  :  Was  the  Qovem- 
ment in  receipt  of  the  correspondence  which 
had  passed  between  the  British  Resident  and 
Dr.  Craig,  who  had  charge  of  the  Hospital  at 
Rarotonga;  and  had  a  petition  been  received 
from  the  Parliament  there  asking  for  the  reoall 
of  the  British  Resident  ?  When  the  correspond- 
ence was  received,  it  ought,  he  thought,  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.  He  understood 
that  the  reason  why  Mr.  Moss  had  been  ob- 
jected to  was  that  drunkenness  had  been  in- 
creasing to  such  an  enormous  exfeent  at  the 
Cook  Islands  that  the  population  was  in  danger 
of  being  wiped  out,  and  this  was  charged  to  the 
liquor-laws  passed  at  the  instigatiou  of  Mr. 
Moss. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  was  not  prepared  to  offer 
any  opinion  upon  this  matter  until  he  had 
heard  Mr.  Moss's  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved.  That  the  item  be  strock 
out,  as  an  indication  that  the  colony  objected 
to  paying  any  salary  of  an  officer  over  whom  it 
had  no  control.  Mr.  Moss,  they  had  heard, 
was  under  the  control  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  communications  so 
far  received  showed  that  Mr.  Moss  was  in  the 
right,  and  that  it  was  his  endeavours  to  sup- 
press the  increase  of  drunkenness  that  had 
brought  about  this  confiiot  that  had  been 
referred  to.  At  the  time  this  appointment 
was  made  there  was  a  danger  that  the  Islands 
would  be  lost  altogether,  and  the  New  Zea- 
land Government  made  arrangements  to  pay 
the  salary  of  Mr.  Moss,  allowing  him  to  remain 
under  the  control  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  MONK  considered  Mr.  Moss  was  not  a 
suitable  gentleman  to  govern  these  Natives. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  if  the  Premier  would 
give  an  assurance  that  the  correspondence 
would  be  laid  on  the  table.  In  the  dispute 
which  had  arisen,  the  Natives  charged  Mr. 
Moss  with  favouring  certain  trading  firms; 
also,  that  he  had  forced  a  liquor-law  upon  the 
people,  a  law  which  gave  to  the  Native  chiefs 
the  right  to  sell  liquor.  More  than  half  of  the 
total  revenue  of  Rarotonga  was  derived  from 
liquor  permits  and  liquor  duties.  The  House 
had  a  right  to  have  the  correspondence  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said  he  had  known  Mr. 
Moss  for  twenty-five  years,  and  he  did  not  think 
there  was  a  more  temperate  man  in  that  House. 
He  believed  Mr.  Moss  had  the  ability  to  work 
out  his  own  salvation  in  connection  with  thia 
trouble.    It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  refuse 
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to  vote  this  money.  Oar  tnde  with  the  Soath 
Sea  Islands  amounted  annually  to  obnsidacably 
over  £100,000. 

Mr.  B.  MoEENZIE  eaid  Mr.  Mom  had  been 
a  highly  reepeoted  member  of  that  Honse. 
Those  who  were  making  the  oharges  against 
Mr.  Moss  knew  nothing  about  that  gentleman, 
or  the  state  of  affairs  at  Barotonga. 

The  Oommittee  divided. 


Aybs,  7. 

Heke 
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MoKenzie,  J. 

Bussell 

Field 

MoEenzie,  B. 

Seddon 

Praser 

McLean 

Steward 

Oilfedder 

Massey 

Symes 

-Graham 

Meredith 

Thompson,  T 

Hall-Jones 

Millar 

Wilson. 

Herries 

Mills 

TelUrs. 

Holland 

Montgomery 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Hutcheson,  J.   Moore  Flatman. 

Majority  against,  84. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Oaptain  BUSSELL  said  there  was  no  law 
which  justified  the  granting  of  £100  as  house- 
allowance  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oarroll,  and  he 
wished  the  Minister  to  explain  in  what  manner 
this  payment  was  upheld. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  payment  was  made 
by  the  authority  of  the  House.  There  was  no 
flpeoiflc  law,  but  it  was  pointed  out  time  after 
lime  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  was  not  re- 
ceiving adequate  remuneration  for  the  services 
he  rendered  the  colony.  Other  Ministers  re- 
ceived house-allowance  of  £200  with  a  salary 
of  £800,  and  they  voted  to  Mr.  Carroll  £100  as 
honse-allowanoe  with  £400  a  year.  It  was 
purely  by  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  moved.  That  progress  be 
reported. 

Ates,  28. 
Brown  McGuire  Pirani 

Buchanan         Mackenzie,  M.  Bolleston 
Orowther  McEeozie,  B.    Bussell 

Fraser  McLean  Smith 

Heke  Massey  Taylor. 

Herries  Monk  TeUers, 

Kelly  Montgomery      Allen,  J. 

Lethbridge        Moore  Bollard. 

Noes,  25. 

Allen,  E.  G.      Eaihau  Seddon 

Oadman  McGowan  Steward 

Duncan  MoEenzie,  J.  Symes 

Field  Meredith  Thompson,  T. 

Flatman  Millar  Wilson. 

OiUedder  Mills 

Graham  Morrison  TelUn. 

Hall-Jones        0*Began  Holland 

Hutcheson,  J.   Parata  O'Meara. 
Majority  against,  2. 
Mr,  Crowther 


Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  said  he  would  move. 
That  the  item,  "  House-allowaiioe  to  Hon.  Mc. 
Oarroll,  £100,"  be  straok  oat.  The  Pnmier 
had  toid  them  very  fairly  that  this  wae  not 
authorised  by  any  Aot  of  Parliament  at  aiL 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  simply  paid  it 
in  order  to  make  his  salary  eomething  equal  to 
that  of  other  Ministers.  The  Aot  of  1887  fixed 
the  number  of  Ministers  at  six,  and  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  increase  the  nomber  to  seven ; 
but  the  seventh  Minister  oould  not  get  the  same 
salary  as  the  other  Ministers,  beoaoae  it  was 
not  provided  for  in  the  Civil  List  Aot.  This 
was  simply  an  attempt  to  evade  the  Civil  IjisI 
Aot  and  to  create  a  new  salary  for  a  ^m^'''"^*— ' 
not  authorised  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He 
was  not  reflecting  on  his  friend  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Carroll ;  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  do  so.  He 
regarded  it  as  an  injustice  to  the  hononrabie 
gentleman  that  he  should  be  called  apon  to 
do  Ministerial  work  without  a  oorresponding 
salary.  If  the  House  voted  for  this  house- 
allowance  they  would  be  approving  of  the 
creation  of  an  extra  Minister  and  making  up  a 
salary  by  a  side-wind. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he  had  tried  to  point 
out  that  afternoon  that  voting  a  salary  of  £400 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  was  a  distinct  infringe- 
ment of  the  Civil  List  Act — that,  aa  a  matter 
of  fact,  there  was  never  the  slightest  intention 
that  a  European  should  hold  a  poaition  in  the 
Exeontive  Council  as  representive  of  the  Native 
race.  He  tried  to  point  out  that  they  had  ocn- 
doned  a  wrong  act  on  the  part  of  Minieters.  ia- 
asmuoh  as  they  were  now  voting,  oontrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Civil  List  Act,  the  ssLtfy 
for  an  extra  Minister.  He  thought  the  HouM 
should  seriously  consider  what  they  were  doing. 
If  they  allowed  the  principle  that  there  ehonld 
be  an  extra  Minister,  then  next  year  the 
Premier  might  bring  down  a  vote  in  order  to 
gain  another  Minister.  He  oould  not  under- 
stand why  the  House  was  not  more  tenaoioiis 
of  its  principles. 

Mr.  HEKE  agreed  that  the  honouraUe 
member  representing  the  Native  raoe  shoold 
have  a  full  portfolio  and  full  salary.  As  far  as 
he  could  understand,  there  was  a  feeling  that 
the  portfolio  of  Native  Minister  should  not  be 
conferred  on  him,  on  aocount  of  a  poaition  the 
honourable  gentleman  held  in  regard  to  the 
New  Zealflknd  Land-settlement  Company.  He 
did  not  see  why  the  whole  portfolio  of  Coloniel 
Secretary  should  not  be  conferred  on  tbr 
honourable  gentleman,  and  that  ha  be  allowed 
to  draw  the  same  salary  as  his  oolleaguea. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  had  had  one  attack 
upon  his  colleague  the  representative  of  the 
Maori  race  in  the  Cabinet,  and  when  it  wee 
made  it  was  stated  from  the  other  side  that, 
beyond  wishing  to  uphold  what  they  deenaed  to 
be  the  law,  they  had  no  further  wishes  in  the 
matter.  But  after  this  second  attack  he  ooaU 
not  help  ooming  to  the  conclusion  that  then 
was  a  great  deal  in  what  had  been  oekid---thet 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  was  subject  to  this  attack 
on  no  other  ground  than  that  he  was  to  be 
punished  because  he  had  asserted  hia  indepeod- 
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«noe,  and  had  been  goided  by  what  be  oon- 
<oeWed  to  be  right.  It  might  be  that  there 
were  otiierB  of  the  Native  race  in  the  Hoase 
-who  might  hold  the  honourable  gentleman's 
positioiit  and  he  undertook  to  say  that 
neither  he  nor  any  one  on  his  side  of 
the  House  would  attack  him  as  Mr.  GanoU 
had  been  attacked  that  night.  The  fact  was 
that  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
'Colony  an  objection  had  been  raised  against  an 
honourable  member  who  had  Native  blood  in 
bis  Teins— the  blood  of  those  who  were  in  the 
oonntry  before  they  came— representing  a  Euro- 
pean constituency,  which  was  the  greatest 
honour  which  could  be  conferred  by  a  consti- 
tuency upon  any  Native  of  this  country.  On 
this  ground  a  double  attack  had  been  made 
upon  hJjB  colleague,  who  was  not  there  to  de- 
fend himself.  He  had  never  known  of  any- 
thing since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  House 
to  approach  this.  He  thought  there  must  be 
some  feeling  in  the  matter.  He  asked  the 
House  not  to  agree  to  this  proposal  to  strike 
out  thiB  item. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON  said  he  would  not  record 
his  vote  on  the  ground  that  the  Premier  as- 
eumed.  He  had  no  feeling  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Carroll ;  he  thought  that  Ministers  had  placed 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  a  very  improper 
position.  They  were  putting  th^  honourable 
gentleman  on  a  salary  that  was  never  intended 
to  be  made  the  subject  of  an  annual  appropria- 
tion by  which  the  question  could  be  brought 
open  the  floor  of  the  House.  What  he  meant 
by  his  vote  was  this  :  that  the  Premier  should 
bring  down  an  amendment  to  the  Civil  List  Act 
if  he  wanted  another  Minister  ;  and  he  would 
•also  like  the  Premier — seeing  that  the  Opposi- 
tion would  very  soon  be  on  the  benches  op- 
posite— to  bring  down  an  amendment  to  the 
Civil  List  Act  in  the  direction  of  increasing  the 
ealaiies  of  Ministers.  Seriously,  he  was  ouite 
willing  to  admit  a  mistake  had  been  made  in 
getting  them  cut  down.  There  was  not  a 
aingile  member  of  the  House  who  believed  there 
was  anything  in  the  background  so  far  as  Mr. 
Carroll  was  concerned.  There  was  no  more 
popular  Minister  on  those  benches  than  Mr. 
Canoll.  But  the  law  ought  to  be  complied 
with,  and  not  evaded ;  that  sort  of  thing  put 
the  Minister  in  a  veiy  undignified  position. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  stated  he  would  force  the  hands  of 
Ministers  to  bring  in  an  amendment  of  the 
Civil  List  Act  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of 
che  Ministry.  He  said,  too,  that  Ministers 
would  not  be  always  on  these  benches,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  long  before  he  himself  was  on 
these  benches. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  that  was  simply  by 
way  of  a  joke. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  it  were  a  joke  it  was  so 
extraordinary  as  coming  from  that  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  not  appre- 
ciated it.  He  had  taken  it  as  serious.  If 
there  was  to  be  that  consideration  shown 
towards  his  colleague  which  he  thought  he  was 
entitled  to,  seeing  that  there  was  no  exception 
taken  to  this  vote  on  a  previous  occasion,  it 


ought  not  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
attack  in  his  absence.  In  fact,  he  would  urge 
that  they  increase  the  amount,  and  give  him 
full  salary  and  full  house-allowanoe.  However, 
they  were  only  asking  the  House  to  renew  this 
year  what  was  voted  the  previous  year,  and 
he  could  not  understand  why  it  should  be 
attacked  now.  He  had  given  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons  why  he  thought  the  amount 
should  be  votod.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  valuable  service  was  rendered  by  his 
colleague.  The  House  had  little  conception 
of  the  calls  that  were  made  upon  him,  and  if 
they  knew  as  much  as  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  did 
they  would  not  object  to  the  amount  that  was 
paid.  There  was  no  violation  of  the  law.  If 
the  House  wished  the  amount  to  be  paid  there 
could  be  no  (question  about  it.  There  was  no 
impropriety  m  any  wav,  shape,  or  form,  and 
feeling,  as  he  did,  that  his  colleague  was  forced 
to  be  absent  that  night  attending  a  public  func- 
tion, and  that  had  he  not  gone  as  representative 
of  the  Government  they  would  have  been  found 
fAxjlt  with,  he  said  it  would  have  been  better,  if 
an  attack  upon  him  were  contemplated,  that,  at 
any  rate,  he  should  have  had  warning  of  it.  It 
used  to  be  the  custom  in  the  House  to  inform  a 
member  beforehand  that  an  attack  upon  him 
was  coming.  The  estimates  had  been  before 
the  House  for  some  time,  and  neither  the  Go- 
vernment nor  the  Minister  implicated  had  had 
the  slightest  warning. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  denied  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Riccarton  had  said  he  would 
force  the  Government  to  make  an  amendment 
in  the  Civil  List  Act.  His  honourable  friend 
bad  been  misrepresented  by  the  Premier. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  had  said  he  objected  to 
this  amount  coming  up  in  the  form  of  a  vote 
to  be  passed  after  discussion  in  the  House.  If 
this  was  brought  down  as  a  Ministerial  salary 
it  should  be  brought  down  as  an  amendment 
of  the  Civil  List.  Then  it  would  be  brought 
down  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  and  be 
made  a  permanent  appropriation,  and  no  longer 
would  the  Minister  be  subjected  to  the  in- 
dignity of  his  salary  being  discussed  on  the 
floor  of  the  House.  What  he  had  said  with 
regard  to  a  change  of  Ministry  was  a  joke. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEBY  was  sorry  the  Premier 
had  adopted  this  tone  in  the  matter,  because 
when  he  (Mr.  Montgomery)  moved  his  amend- 
ment he  did  so  on  purely  constitutional  grounds, 
and  he  had  said  purposely  that  be  thought 
Mr.  Carroll,  if  a  Minister,  should  receive  the  full 
salary  of  a  Minister.  The  reason  why  he  moved 
the  amendment  was  because  he  considered 
Mr.  Carroll  should  not  have  been  appointed 
Minister,  because  the  number  of  Ministers  was 
by  this  means  increased  to  seven ;  and  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  put  the  matter  very 
fairly  when  he  said  it  would  be  much  better  to 
bring  down  an  amendment  of  the  Civil  List  Act 
to  appoint,  if  the  Cabinet  thought  proper,  a 
seventh  Minister.  On  the  question  whether  a 
seventh  Minister  should  be  appointed,  could  be 
discussed  the  general  question  of  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  Ministers,  and  it  could  not  be 
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conBtrued  into  an  attack  upon  any  partioolar 
Minister.  Nothing  had  been  farther  from  his 
intention  than  to  make  a  personal  attack  upon 
Mr.  Oarroll. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  Premier  never 
oonld  allow  any  question  to  be  discussed  on 
its  merits  without  bringing  in  the  personal 
item.  The  Premier  had  accused  him  of  having 
a  personal  animosity  against  Mr.  Carroll  be- 
cause he  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  Just  as  well 
might  he  say  that  he  had  a  personal  animus 
against  the  Minister  of  Justice,  because  he 
also  belonged  at  the  same  time  to  the  present 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  He  had  no  ani- 
mosity whatever  against  either  of  those  honour- 
able gentlemen. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  took  exception  to  the 
attack  being  made  a  second  time.  If  the  other 
side  were  fighting  for  constitutional  principle 
it  was  well  fought  out  on  the  item,  "  Minis- 
ter's salary,  £400/*  and  there  was  no  necessity 
whatever  for  making  the  second  attack. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said,  what  he  contended  was 
that  Mr.  Carroll  could  not  be  made  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown  in  face  of  the  legislation  passed  in 
1887,  limiting  the  number  of  Ministers  to  six. 
The  whole  proceeding  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
Parliament,  and  one  that  did  not  reflect  any 
credit  on  those  who  did  it. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  regretted  that  the  Standing 
Orders  allowed  the  language  just  made  use  of 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce.  There 
was  nothing  to  prevent  a  half-caBte  who  repre- 
sented a  European  constituency  from  repre- 
senting the  Native  race  in  the  Cabinet;  and, 
as  Mr.  Carroll  was  a  Minister,  he  was  entitled 
to  his  house- allowance. 

Mr.  HERRIES  thought  Mr.  Carroll's  true 
friends  were  those  on  the  Opposition  benches, 
as  they  were  endeavouring  to  get  his  salary 
raised,  while  his  colleagues  were  trying  to  keep 
him  out.  When  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the 
Cabinet  why  did  they  not  take  him  in  ?  The 
law  had  clearly  been  broken  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  seventh  Minister,  or  else,  if  it  was 
argued  that  the  honourable  member  was  not  a 
Minister,  the  granting  of  a  house  -  allowance 
was  equally  illegal. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said,  although  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Plenty  said  that  he 
wanted  to  raise  Mr.  Carroll's  sidary,  he  wanted 
to  give  him  an  *'  Irishman's  rise  "  by  putting 
him  out  of  his  position  without  pay  or  reward 
for  his  work.  This  vote  had  been  taken  year 
after  year,  and  such  an  attack  had  never  been 
made  before  as  had  been  made  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  MoQUIRE  contended  that  if  the  Ministry 
had  had  any  regard  for  Mr.  Carroll  they  had 
had  the  opportunity  of  showing  it  by  taking  him 
into  the  Ministry  on  the  full  salary  of  &00  a 
year  and  house-  and  travelling-allowance.  He, 
for  one,  was  not  prepared  to  break  the  law  as 
Ministers  wanted,  and  he  would  divide  the 
House  on  this  question. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  item,  *  House  allowance  to  Hon.  Mr.  Car- 
roll, £100,'  be  omitted." 
Mr.  Montgomery 
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Thompson,  R. 
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Stout 
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Joyce 

Wason 
Wright. 

Pere 
Houston. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  item,  **  Salary,  Expert  Meadows,  frei^ 
on  exhibits,  and  expenses,  Queenaland  Ebdiibi- 
tion.  JBl.OOO." 

Mr.  FLATMAN  moved.  That  the  item,  "  Im- 
perial Institute  expenses,  1896,  £200,"  be  re- 
duced by  £1. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  would  like  to  know  what  ex- 
tenuating circumstances  there  were  for  this 
vote.    He  considered  it  wasted  money. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  they  were  get- 
ting full  value  for  this  money,  but  it  had  been 
for  years  on  the  estimates,  and  if  they  had 
struck  it  off  they  would  have  been  told  they 
ought  to  have  given  the  House  an  opportoni^ 
of  discussing  it.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
contribution  could  be  dropped  at  once,  but  if 
the  majority  voted  for  the  reduction  of  the 
item  the  Gk>vemment  would  take  steps  to  give 
effect  to  the  indication  thus  afforded. 

Mr.  MoLEAN  said  the  amount  was  small, 
and  considering  the  amount  of  money  that 
had  been  "  fooled  "  away  in  the  oolony  i(  was 
absurd  to  challenge  this.  The  Imperial  Insti- 
tute was  a  valuable  advertising  medium  for 
the  colony,  and  the  withdrawal  of  this  amount 
would  be  considered  very  paltry. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  desired  to  move  a  mior 
amendment.  To  reduce  the  item  **  New  Zttk- 
land  Institute,  Grant  to,  £500,"  by  £1. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  this  amount  had  to  be 
placed  on  the  estimates  every  year  under  aa 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  Institnte  cost  the 
colony  £500  a  year.  He  did  not  think  they 
got  good  value  for  their  money. 
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Amendment  by  Mr.  Taylor  withdrawn ;  and 
amendment,  To  reduce  the  item  "  Imperial 
InBtitateezpeneeB,  1896,  £200,"  by£l,agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH  wonld  like  to  know  whether 
the  Oommissioner'B  ezpenseB  were  inoladed  in 
the  item  for  the  Queensland  Exhibition. 

Mr.  SBDDON  said  the  Oommissioner  had 
received  £1  per  day,  the  amount  allowed  by 
the  Act.  That  was  all  he  got  to  cover  his 
ezpexiBeB. 

Mr.  SMITH  thought  the  amount  for  the 
exhibition  had  been  very  poorly  spent. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  amount  in  the 
item  included  all  the  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  exhibition.  The  Qovemment  had 
been  asked  by  manufacturers  to  assist  in  this 
matter,  and  after  consideration  had  decided  to 
do  so.  The  bulk  of  the  item  was  for  space, 
preparation  of  the  New  Zealand  Court,  and 
might. 

Mr.  MONK  thought  the  item  £300  as  a  sub- 
sidy  for  the  purpose  of  sending  an  expert  to 
America  and  Great  Britain  to  investigate  and 
report  on  markets  for  New  Zealand  hemp  was 
wastefol.  The  difficulty  about  flax  was  not  in 
finding  a  market,  but  in  making  the  article  fit 
for  sale.  Long  before  sisal  was  known,  New 
Zealand  flax  had  been  condemned,  because  they 
were  unable  to  separate  from  its  fibre  the  gum 
that  was  incorporated  with  it.  Until  that  was 
•done  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  make 
the  flax  compete  with  sisal  or  manila,  and  it 
was  a  waste  of  money  to  try  to  do  so.  It  was 
simply  a  waste  of  money,  and  nothing  better 
than  sending  a  man  a  trip  to  America  at  the 
expense  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  last  year  he  was 
several  times  asked  to  assist  the  flaxmillers  of 
the  colony  to  send  an  expert  Home  to  make  in- 
qidries  into  the  treatment  of  flsbx,  and  after 
sonae  persuasion  he  agreed  on  one  condition  to 
do  so,  and  that  condition  was  that  the  general 
public  should  contribute  towards  the  expense. 
A  sum  of  £250  was  put  on  the  estimates  last 
year,  and  the  general  public  subscribed  £300, 
to  which  it  was  decided  to  add  £300  more,  or  at 
the  rate  of  £1  for  £1.  It  was  that  money  that 
took  Mr.  Holmes  to  America,  and  he  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  House  would  be  justified  in 
voting  the  amount. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Minister  had 
evidently  committed  the  country  to  the  ex- 
penditure, and  he  would  therefore  not  be 
a  pctfty  to  repudiating  it,  although  he  felt 
eatisfied  the  money  had  been  largely  thrown 
away.  If  the  colony  had  had  the  services  of 
the  best  men  available  in  New  Zealand  for 
each  a  mission  it  was  possible  some  good 
might  have  been  derived,  but  now,  as  he 
said,  the  result  wonld  be  very  little  indeed 
as  compared  to  the  large  expenditure. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  was  one  of 
those  who  asked  him  to  assist  in  the  matter. 
His  (Mr.  McKenzie's)  own  opinion  was  that 
the  outcome  would  not  be  very  much,  if 
anything  at  all ;  but  he  was  so  strongly 
pressed  by  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  flax- 
jnillers  and  others  that  he  at  last  gave  in,  in 


the  hope  that  some  benefit  might  accrue  to 
those  interested. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  not  one  of 
those  who  pressed  the  Minister  to  send  Mr. 
Holmes  to  America. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  supported  the  Minis- 
ter for  Agriculture  in  his  remark  that  he  was 
pressed  on  all  sides  to  subsidise  the  sending 
Home  of  Mr.  Holmes,  not  only  to  find  new 
markets  for  the  fibre,  but  also,  if  possible,  to 

Sick  up  the  latest  machinery  employed  in 
ealing  with  its  treatment. 

Mr.  STEVENS  said  he  represented  a  dis- 
trict in  which  there  were  hundreds  of  people 
who  were  employed  in  the  flax  industry,  who 
were  able  to  earn  a  living  by  working  at  the 
flax-mills,  and  any  heavier  kind  of  work  would 
be  unsuitable  to  numbers  of  them.  These 
people  had  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  to 
a  considerable  extent  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  best  possible  means  of  oroducing 
the  flbre  and  finding  a  market  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  it  would  be  a  shame  if  the  House 
were  to  prevent  these  people  from  trying  to 
maintain  an  industry  of  great  value  by  refus- 
ing to  vote  the  proposed  subsidy  of  £300. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  thought  this  vote 
might  tend  to  foster  the  flax  industry,  and  he 
thoronghly  approved  of  it. 

Mr.  PIRANI  considered  the  Government 
had  done  the  very  best  thing  they  had  done 
during  their  term'  of  office  in  placing  this 
amount  on  the  estimates,  because  if  they 
could  establish  a  market  for  flax  in  those 
countries  where  it  was  used,  and  get  a  fair 
price  for  it,  they  would  have  accomplished  a 
great  thing  for  the  country.  There  was  not 
another  man  in  the  country  who  could  do 
the  work  better  than  Mr.  Holmes  if  he  chose. 
He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  industry, 
and  was  a  man  with  mercantile  knowledge 
and  ability.  This  £300  was  a  very  slight 
recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
the  importance  of  the  flax  industry. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  this  vote  was  one  that  he 
thoroughly  approved  of.  He  could  see  that 
this  was  an  industry  which  would  employ  a 
large  amount  of  unskilled  labour.  He  moved. 
That  progress  be  reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 
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Paibs. 
For.  Against. 
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Hutohison,  G.  Stevens 

Lewis  Lawry 

Biohardson  Lamaoh 

Sligo  Fisher 

Thomson,  J.  W.  Joyce 

Wason  Pere 

Wright.  Houston. 

Majority  against,  7. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Mr.  MA8SEY  wished  to  have  details  of  the 
item  of  £400,  '*  Cost  of  licensing  poll  under  *  The 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act,  1895.' " 

Mr.  HALL. JONES  said  this  amount  did  not 
come  to  charge  until  after  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  this  expenditure  of  £300  by 
the  Government  towards  sending  an  expert  to 
England  in  connection  with  the  flax  industry 
was  necessary  and  quite  justified. 

Mr.  H.  THOMPSON  said  the  Minister  was 
not  to  blame  for  putting  this  amount  of  £800 
on  the  estimates  for  the  flax-expert,  because  it 
was  done  under  pressure  from  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  this  £800  was  practically 
pledged  by  the  House,  and  it  was  folly,  there- 
fore, for  them  to  continue  debating  this  par- 
ticular item.  * 

CAPTAIN  RUSSELL  said  he  hoped  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  estimates 
would  give  them  the  items  in  connection  with 
the  Premiers'  Conference  at  Hobart.  He  would 
certainly  refrain  from  offering  any  remarks 
until  it  was  explained  how  such  an  enormous 
expenditure  as  £518  was  incurred  by  the  Pre- 
mier's trip  to  Hobart.  He  would  ask  the  Hon. 
Minister  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  House  never 
authorised  the  Premier  to  go  to  Hobart,  and 
the  sum  of  £518  appeared  to  him  to  be  utterly 
out  of  proportion  to  the  expenses  which  should 
have  been  incurred  in  such  a  trip.  He  thought 
the  items  ought  to  be  supplied  in  detail,  in  the 
same  way  as  the  items  of  the  expenses  of  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson,  Sir  George  Grey,  and  himself, 
in  connection  with  the  Federal  Convention 
were  given. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  believed  when 
the  honourable  gentleman,  Sir  George  Grey, 
and  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  went  to  Sydney  the 
returns  showed  the  individual  expenses  of  each 
member  at  the  Conference,  without  giving 
details  as  to  how  the  money  was  expended. 
As  to  the  advisability  of  the  Premier  going  to 
the  Conference  at  Hobart  or  not,  that  was  a 
matter  upon  which  they  had  their  individual 
opinions.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  understand  that,  the  House  not 
being  then  in  session,  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  thought  honourable  members  would 
agree  with  him  that  they  should  keep  in  touch 
with  the  other  colonies.  He  believed  it  was 
the  first  time  such  a  Conference  had  been  held 
in  which  New  Zealand  was  represented.  The 
Conference  to  which  the  leader   of    the  Op- 


position went  was  on  one  snbject  alone, 
the  question  of  Australian  Federation,  but 
the  Hobart  Conference  was  a  meeting  to 
discuss  several  important  queslione  affecting 
the  whole  of  the  colonies.  He  thought  it  was 
proper  that  the  Premier  should  go  there.  But 
they  must  not  take  the  whole  of  this  expendi- 
ture as  having  been  incurred  by  attendance  at 
the  Hobart  Conference  alone.  There  was  a 
journey  to  Adelaide  to  inquire  into  the  freijdita 
question  ;  and  then  there  was  a  Postal  Ooo- 
ference  which  sat  at  Melbourne,  and  which 
the  Premier,  as  Postmaster-General,  attended. 
These  were  three  places  which  the  Premier  had 
to  visit ;  and  then  there  were  various  matters 
in  Sydney  which  the  Premier  had  to  traiifiaot. 
When  the^  took  all  these  oireumstancee  into 
consideration  he  did  not  think  the  amount  was. 
excessive,  especially  when  they  oonsidered  the 
important  information  which  the  colony  gained 
as  the  result  of  the  trip. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked,  Did  this  amount 
include  the  expenses  of  the  Private  Secretary? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  was  informed  by 
the  Treasury  officer  that  the  amount  covered 
everything— the  Private  Secretary's  expenses^ 
cables,  and  all  other  charges. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  House  was  sitting 
before  the  Premier  went  to  Hobart,  and  tiie 
honourable  gentleman  oould  surely  have  con- 
sulted it  as  to  his  going.  While  it  might  have 
been  advisable  for  the  Premier  to  go  to  ti» 
Conference,  he  thought  it  was  establishing  a 
very  dangerous  precedent.  The  statement  of 
the  Minister,  so  far  as  the  trip  to  Adelaide  in 
connection  with  the  freights  question  was  cod- 
cemed,  was  a  little  bit  too  rich.  So  far  as  the 
Melbourne  and  Sydney  trips  were  oonoerned, 
they  were  purely  pleasure-tnps  for  the  Premier; 
there  was  no  question  about  that.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  no  doubt,  enjoyed  himself, 
and,  no  doubt,  represented  the  colony  to  his 
own  satisfaction.  But  there  was  such  a  thing 
as  paying  too  high  a  price  for  such  representa- 
tion, and  he  thought  it  altogether  too  much 
for  the  colony  to  pay  such  an  enormous  sum  ss 
this  for  all  the  benefits  they  had  got  out  of  it 
He  therefore  moved.  That  the  item,  *'  Premier's- 
Conference  at  Hobart,  £518,"  be  reduced  bv 
£218. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  thought  it  was  to  be  regretted 
that  this  amendment  had  been  moved.  At  tbe 
same  time  he  thought  it  would  have  been  pro- 
dent  and  courteous  on  the  part  of  the  Premier 
to  have  intimated  to  the  House  what  course  ha 
intended  to  adopt  reepectintr  the  Conference^ 
and  to  have  obtained  the  feeling  of  tbe  House 
on  the  matter. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  Premier  was  not 
aware  when  the  House  was  sitting  that  the 
Conference  was  coming  on. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  said  that  in  future  when  any 
Conference  was  in  contemplation,  he  hoped 
that  whoever  the  Premier  was  he  would  in- 
timate to  the  House  his  intentions,  and  oonsolt 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  He  thought 
it  would  be  altogether  an  unmerited  rebuff  (o 
reduce  this  vote,  althbugh  it  was  certainly  am- 
ple, to  say  the  least.    The  position  of  Premier 
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hftd  to  be  maintained,  and  it  was  by  no  meant 
a  cheap  thing  for  a  Premier  to  ylsit  the  other 
oolonies,  and  he  oonld  not  be  expected  to  do  bo 
in  a  cheeseparing  manner. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  woald  be  relnotantly 
compelled  to  yote  for  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  hononrable  member  for  Christohuroh 
City,  seeing  that  the  Government  did  not  intend 
to  give  the  particulars  of  the  expenditure  which 
thev  were  toying  to  obtain.  He  thought  they 
had  aright  to  get  from  the  Government,  at  any 
rate,  a  fair  statement  as  to  how  this  amount 
was  made  up.  In  the  past,  it  had  been  usual 
to  give  this  mformation  to  the  House,  and  they 
had  a  right  to  demand  it  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  three  gentlemen  who  represented 
tiie  colony  at  the  Australasian  Conference  at 
Sydney,  in  1891,  only  spent  £600  between  the 
three  of  them,  and  that  included  the  printinfl 
of  the  reports,  and  Secretary's  allowance  and 
expenses.  The  trip  of  those  gentlemen  occu- 
pied eight  weeks,  and  yet  the  Premier  charged 
£518  for  his  trip  to  Australia,  and  he  was  only 
away  six  weeks.  He  did  not  think  the  Premier 
should  have  un<1ertaken  such  a  trip,  and  com- 
mitted them  to  this  expense  without  consulting 
the  House. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  if  the  Pre- 
mier was  likely  to  be  in  his  place  shortly. 
They  were  getting  no  information  about  this 
item,  and,  although  it  seemed  a  monstrous 
demand  upon  the  public,  yet,  if  the  Premier 
could  justify  it,  he  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  would  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  it.  Perhaps  the  Premier 
could  explain  it  in  such  a  way  as  would  war- 
rant them  in  supporting  it.  There  was  clearly 
no  justification  for  withholding  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  guide  the  Committee  to  a 
decision. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  did  not  think  they 
should  ask  the  Premier  to  be  there  to  explain 
a  vote  in  which  it  might  be  said  he  was  per- 
sonally concerned.  It  was  a  wrong  position  to 
place  him  in,  and  the  Premier  did  not  wish  to 
take  any  part  in  this  debate.  The  honourable 
gentleman  should  be  satisfied  with  that.  Of 
course,  if  they  said  they  would  not  vote  the 
money,  that  was  their  business.  But  the  Pre- 
mier ought  not  to  be  forced  to  sit  there  while 
this  item  was  being  discussed.  When  other 
members  of  Parliament  had  attended  the  Aus- 
tralasian Conference  a  lump  sum  was  voted 
to  them,  without  any  details  being  asked  in 
connection  with  it.  Not  only  did  the  Premier 
attend  the  Conference  at  Hobart,  but  also  the 
Postal  Conference  in  Melbourne,  and  another 
Conference  in  Sydney,  besides  doing  business 
for  the  colony  in  Adelaide;  and,  adding  all 
these  things  together,  he  did  not  think  they 
oould  expect  the  Premier  to  travel  at  less  cost. 
The  Premier  bad  spent  every  sixpence  of  the 
amount  that  was  put  down. 

Mr.  MASSEY  indorsed  the  remarks  of  the 
hononrable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  Maokensie).  If  the  Premier  chose  to 
explain  his  expenditure  on  this  trip,  and  if  the 
explanation  was  satisfactory,  no  member  in 
any  part  of  the  House  would  attempt  to  reduce 
it.    The  Premier  left  on  this  trip  on  the  26th 


January,  and  he  returned  on  the  10th  Maroh» 
just  about  six  weeks,  and  out  of  that  about  a 
fortnight  was  spent  on  shipboard.  If  he  spent 
£100  on  shipboard  by  way  of  passenger  fare» 
and  so  forth,  then  there  remained  £400  for  the 
month  he  was  on  shore,  and  he  (Mr.  Massey) 
was  of  opinion  that  such  expenditure  was  far 
too  extravagant)  even  for  the  Premier  of  the 
colony.  He  thought  the  amendment  went  tea 
far  in  proposing  to  reduce  the  amount  by  £900 ; 
he  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to  reduce  it 
by  £1  to  indicate  their  disapproval  of  what  was 
proposed  in  connection  with  this  item. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  supported  the  amendment  of 
his  colleague  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  not  snr* 
prised  the  Premier  was  not  in  his  seat.  If  he 
ever  felt  ashamed  of  himself  it  must  be  in  con- 
nection with  this  iniquitous  charge :  £518  for  a 
six  weeks'  trip,  with  a  free  railway-pass  on  the 
other  side,  and,  he  supposed,  a  free  steamer.  At 
any  rate,  the  return  ticket  was  about  £17,  and 
that  left  five  hundred  sovereigns  to  account  for ; 
and  his  firm  conviction  was  the  great  majority 
of  the  ratepayers  of  the  colony  would  believe 
that  at  least  £260  of  that  had  gone,  say,  to  the 
Premier's  banking  account.  He  did  not  believe 
the  Premier  spent  £500  on  that  trip.  If  he  had» 
then  it  was  gross  extravagance. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  would  not  be  accused  of 
looking  at  things  in  a  cheeseparing  way,  but 
there  was  a  principle  underlying  ^s  matter 
which  Ministers  had  apparently  overlooked. 
They  were  the  trustees  of  the  public  funds  ^ 
and  if  they  refused  to  account  for  trust  funds 
in  ordinary  business  what  would  they  call  it  ? 
It  would  be  spoken  of  in  a  very  disagreeable 
way.  Ministers  did  not  seem  to  recognise  that 
in  all  expenditures  of  public  moneys  filtering 
through  the  different  departments  it  was  the 
public  whose  money  was  being  dealt  with,  for 
whom  they  were  the  trustees,  and  they  were 
entitled  to  call  the  trustees  to  account  for  every 
pound  they  spent. 

Mr.  PIRANI  moved  a  reduction  of  £1  in  the 
item,  **  Salary,  Expert  Meadows,  freight  on  ex- 
hibits, and  expenses,  Queensland  Exhibition, 
£1,000."  He  asked  the  other  day  in  the  House 
for  a  return  of  how  this  was  made  up.  They 
had  got  a  statement  from  the  Premier  which 
he  must  say  he  received  with  a  grain  of  salt — 
that  the  only  amount  paid  to  the  Commissioner 
was  £1  a  day.  The  House  ought  to  know- 
where  the  rest  had  gone.  Expert  Meadows 
surely  could  not  be  worth  the  difference  between 
the  amount  paid  for  freight  and  this  £1  per 
day  to  the  Commissioner.  The  Gk)vemment 
spent  £1,000,  without  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  send  exhibits  belonging  to  private 
persons  and  an  expert  to  a  private  exhibition 
that  was  not  even  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Government  of  the  colony  in  which  the  ex- 
hibition was  held.  Honourable  members  had 
certainly  a  right  to  know  the  details,  and 
he  would  not  feel  satisfied  until  some  bet- 
ter explanation  was  given  to  the  House  of 
the  manner  in  which  that  £1,000  was  spent* 
The  Government  were  only  trustees  on  behalf 
of  the  Parliament,  and  members  had  a  right 
to  demand  an  explanation.    The  Gk>vemment 
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had  aotaally  been  spending  the  money  of  the 
oolony  to  benefit  private  concerns  by  exploiting 
their  goods,  and  the  least  the  taxpayers  had  a 
right  to  expect  was  a  detailed  return  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  O'REOAN  said  it  was  ridiculous  to  en- 
ooorage  these  exhibitions  while  the  colonies 
tried  to  strangle  trade  with  their  tariffs.  They 
pretended  to  encourage  trade  by  these  **  flashes 
in  the  pan"  called  exhibitions,  which  were 
palpably  hypocritical  pretexts.  One  benefit  of 
such  exhibitions  was  to  broaden  the  minds  of 
the  so-called  leaders  of  public  opinion,  to  dissi- 
pate that  contemptible  feeling  of  parochialism 
which  often  made  men's  minds  as  narrow  as 
the  limits  of  their  respective  colonies. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that,  as  he  had  al- 
ready  explained,  about  the  time  of  the  closing  of 
the  Wellington  Exhibition  some  of  the  exhibi- 
tors and  manufacturers  representing  all  parts 
of  the  colony  asked  the  Government  to  assist 
them  in  sending  exhibits  to  Brisbane.  When 
manufacturers  asked  them  to  assist,  and  repre- 
sented the  advantages  that  would  ensue,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  do  so.  Bepre- 
sentations  were  made  that  it  was  going  to  be 
a  good  representative  exhibition.  After  pro- 
mising to  assist,  they  found  that  they  had  to 
pay  £400  for  space.  Some  small  amount  of 
that  they  recovered.  The  freight  came  to  near 
iBlOO.  Some  exhibits  cost  over  £115.  Fitting 
up  cost  another  £100. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  how  much 
Meadows  got. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  his  salary  amounted 
to  £115. 

Mr.  HOGG  did  not  agree  with  those  members 
who  said  this  money  was  thrown  away.  The 
exhibition  had  been  the  means  of  doing  some 
good,  especially  for  their  woollen  industries, 
which  employed  a  large  amount  of  labour, 
and  were  doiog  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the 
community.  At  the  same  time  they  ought  to 
know  where  this  money  had  gone.  People  had 
a  right  through  their  members  to  demand  that 
information,  and  it  ought  to  be  given.  In  the 
future  they  ought  to  be  supplied  with  full 
details,  and  Parliament  should  have  a  proper 
control  of  the  expenditure.  If  the  exhibition 
bad  been  a  failure  it  was  very  much  to  be 
regretted.  He  did  not  mean  to  infer  that  the 
money  had  been  improperly  spent,  but  the 
House  had  a  right  to  the  fullest  details. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  deprecated  the  expenditure 
of  £1,000  by  the  Government  on  this  exhibition 
in  the  manner  described,  and  without  the 
■authority  of  the  House,  and  he  considered  that, 
as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  they  should 
have  the  fullest  details  before  passing  the 
Amount.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  proper 
steps  had  not  been  taken  to  obtain  for  the 
colony  the  benefits  that  might  have  been 
derived  under  proper  management. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  did  not  know  of  one  instance 
where  the  small  details  of  expenditure  of  a 
Minister  when  travelling  had  been  laid  on  the 
table ;  neither  was  it  dignified  to  ask  for  them. 
He  differed  from  the  honourable  member  for 
the  BuUer  as  to  his  statement  that  exhibitions 
were  childish  and  useless,  as  the  great  nations 
Mr,  Pirani 


of  the  world  had  found  great  advantage  from 
them,  and  the  exhibition  of  1851  had  been  the 
means  of  raising  the  standard  of  manufacture 
throughout  the  whole  of  Great  Britain.  The 
particulars  of  the  amount  under  discussion 
could  be  obtained  by  moving  for  a  return. 
Honourable  members,  after  t^ing  nnsaooesB- 
fuUy  to  oust  the  Government  on  their  policy, 
were  now  assailing  them  through  their  tra^- 
ling-expenses. 

Mr.  CBOWTHER  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Masterton  that  these  nice 
round  lump-sums  appearing  on  the  estimates 
were  proper  subjects  for  examination  and  infes- 
tigation.  They  ought  to  know  what  they  were 
going  to  get  as  the  result  of  this  expenditure 
of  £1,000  on  che  Queensland  Exhibition.  To 
talk  about  the  private  expenses  of  the  Premier 
was  a  painful  subject,  but  they  should  be 
allowed  the  information,  to  enable  them  to  say 
whether  it  was  their  duty  to  pass  the  votes  or 
not. 

Mr.  TANNER  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  moderate  manner  in  which  the  last  speaker 
had  voiced  the  request  of  the  House  was 
reasonable,  and  the  request  ought  to  be  ocnn- 
plied  with.  Honourable  members  must  have 
the  particulars  of  the  votes  referred  to  for  the 
information  of  their  constituents.  At  present 
they  had  no  information  as  to  the  item  oi 
£1,000  for  the  Queensland  Exhibition,  and 
unless  it  was  vouchsafed  he  should  support 
any  amendment  that  might  be  moved. 

Mr.  McLean  said  that  the  absence  of  in- 
formation led  members  to  make  inquiries.  It 
had  heretofore  been  the  custom  for  exhibitocs 
to  pay  the  freight  on  their  own  exporte.  He 
did  not  know  why  this  exhibition  had  been 
decided  upon,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  had 
not  been  thought  advisable  that  the  colony 
should  be  represented  at  Chicago.  He  thought, 
at  any  rate,  before  the  item  was  passed,  some 
more  detailed  information  should  be  aSoided 
the  House. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  thought  the  £1,000  was 
well  spent  in  view  of  the  good  advertisement 
it  gave  to  the  raw  and  manufactured  products 
of  the  colony,  and  he  pointed  out  that  £800  had 
been  voted  without  a  word  to  the  New  2jealaod 
and  South  Seas  Exhibition,  held  in  Dunedin, 
and  £700  towards  the  Universal  Exhibition, 
Paris,  both  for  the  year  1890  ;  and  £5,000 
towards  the  Melbourne  Oentennial  Sxhibition 
of  1888. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  with  regard  to  the 
items  making  up  the  £1,000,  he  had  already 
told  the  House  that  space  cost  £400,  and  fitting 
up  the  court  £100,  freight  about  £100,  photo- 
graphs of  New  Zealand  scenery  £115,  ajcid  Mr. 
Meadows's  salary  amounted  to  another  £115. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  regretted  the  GoverD- 
ment  had  got  into  the  habit  of  refaauig  in- 
formation; but,  with  the  information  now 
before  them,  he  was  inclined  to  be  eztremeiy 
reasonable  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  Bxfai- 
bitions,  he  believed,  did  a  great  deal  of  good, 
and  were  worth  paying  more  for  thsui  striet 
economy  would  dictate.  As  they  had  now  the 
information  before  them  he  was  inolined  to 
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flappoit  the  item.     The  report  of  the  exhibi- 
tion had  only  just  come  into  his  hands. 

Mr.  KELLY  believed  that  nine  times  out  of 
ten  when  information  was  kept  from  them 
there  was  reallv  nothing  to  hide,  and  that 
Ministers  seemed  to  take  a  delight  in  keeping 
information  from  them  for  no  apparent  reason. 
Mr.  TAYLOB  wanted  to  point  out  that,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  a  small  minority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  the  majority  were  prepared 
to  pass  the  estimates  without  inquiring  into  a 
single  item.  The  Government  had  apparently 
been  trapped  into  this  wasteful  expenditure.  He 
thought  Uiat  further  information  ought  to  be 
forthcoming,  and  he  wanted  to  know  what  need 
there  had  been  for  sending  Mr.  Lamach,  and 
what  he  had  done.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  could  not 
go  down  to  his  constituency  and  defend  this 
expenditure,  and  so  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston,  believing  that  the  £1,000  had  been 
thrown  away.  For  a  national  calamity  Uke 
the  Hawke's  Bay  floods  the  (government  had 
found  £110,  and  yet  they  could  waste  £1,000  as 
it  had  been  wasted  in  connection  with  the 
<3ueensland  Exhibition. 

Mr.  FBASEB  said  that  what  had  occurred 
was  a  complete  justification  of  the  attitude  that 
had  been  assumed  by  the  small  band  that 
occupied  the  Opposition  benches  last  Parlia- 
ment. They  hM  always  maintained  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  obtain  the  fullest  information 
with  regard  to  tdie  whole  of  the  items  on  the 
estimates,  and  various  other  matters,  and  had 
Asserted  over  and  over  again  that  the  power  of 
the  purse  had  been  taken  from  the  House ;  but 
they  had  onlv  been  accused  of  obstructing  the 
business,  ana  had  received  no  support  from  the 
other  side.  Now,  however,  he  was  pleased  to 
find  that  the  position  had  changed.  The  House 
now  had  fuller  information  afforded  it  in  regard 
to  the  item,  "  Queensland  Exhibition,  £1,000," 
and  he  hoped  that  in  connection  with  the  other 
items  they  would  also  get  further  information. 
He  would  not  oppose  the  vote. 

The  Gonmiittee  divided  on  the  question, 
*»  That  the  item,  *  £1,000,'  be  reduced  by  £1." 

Atbs,  18. 
Allen,  J.  MoGuire  Smith 

Bollard  McLean  Taylor 

Brown  Massey  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Orowther  Monk  Tellers, 

Heke  Montgomery      Buohanan 

Henries  Bussell  Pirani. 

Lethbridge 

Nobs,  84. 
Allen,  E.  O.       Lawry  Bolleston 

Cadman  McGowan  Seddon 

Doncan  Mackenzie,  M.  Steward 

Field  McKensie,  J.     Symes 

Flatman  Meredith  Tanner 

Fraser  Millar  Thompson,  T. 

Graham  Mills  Wilson 

HaU-Jones         Moore  Wright. 

Holland  O'Meara 

Houston  Parata  Tellers. 

Hutoheson,  J.   Pere  O'Began 

Kaihau  Biohardson       Stevens. 

Majority  against,  16. 


Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  PIB  ANI  moved.  That  the  item,  *  *  Bail  way- 
passes  for  fire-brigade  delegates  to  meeting  in 
March,  1897,  £194,*'  be  reduced  by  £1.  He 
moved  this  amendment  to  enable  him  to  make 
an  explanation.  The  Minister  stated  early  in 
the  evening  that  it  was  owing  to  an  unfortunate 
misunderstanding  that  the  item  had  been  re- 
duced on  the  estimates  last  year,  but  he  (Mr. 
Pirani)  wished  to  say  there  was  no  misunder- 
standing. He  went  to  the  Premier  and  asked 
him  if  he  knew  there  was  not  to  be  a  demon- 
stration in  connection  with  the  United  Fire- 
brigades  Association  during  the  present  year, 
only  a  conference.  The  Premier  said  he  had 
not  been  told  so,  and  added  that  if  it  were  so  he 
would  have  the  item  reduced  on  the  estimates. 
The  statement  he  (Mr.  Pirani)  made  was  sup- 
ported by  a  telegram  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Fire-brigades  Association  at  Napier,  and  the 
Premier  asked  him  (Mr.  Pirani)  to  move  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  item.  That  was  what  the  Minister 
called  a  misunderstanding.  It  was  clearly  un- 
derstood at  the  time  that  the  amount  would  be 
made  up  the  following  year,  when  it  would  be 
needed  for  the  demonstration,  but  instead  of 
doing  that  the  Premier  took  the  amount  ofi 
last  year  and  endeavoured  to  put  on  his  (Mr. 
Pirani's)  shoulders  the  blame  of  having  only 
the  ordinary  vote  this  year,  when  he  knew  veiy 
well  that  the  amount  was  struck  ofi  simply  to 
be  brought  forward  again  this  year.  In  justice 
to  the  brigades  the  increased  amount  should 
be  put  on  this  year's  estimates. 

Mr.  O'BEGAK  recollected  that  last  year 
when  the  item  was  reduced  it  was  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston,  who  had  the  concurrence  of  the 
Ministers  in  his  action. 

Mr.  TANNEB  wished  to  get  some  informa- 
tion about  the  item,  "  (jontribution  to  Brussels 
International  Customs  Bureau  for  publication 
of  Customs  tarifis,  £100,"  and  therefore  moved, 
That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £1.  This  was  the 
fourth  year  in  which  the  item  had  appeared  on 
the  estimates,  and  he  would  like  to  know  what 
value  the  Government  got  in  return  for  the 
payment. 

Mr.  I  HALL-JONES  said,  the  International 
Customs  Bureau  had  its  head-quarters  at  Brus- 
sels, and  all  the  leading  countries  of  the  world 
had  joined  it.  The  object  of  its  existence  was 
to  send  out  to  the  associated  countries  the 
Customs  tariff  and  any  alterations  made  in  the 
tariff  of  every  country  having  a  Customs  tariff. 

Mr.  TANNEB  doubted  if  the  object  was 
gained,  seeing  that  in  1895,  when  the  tariff 
was  before  them,  an  obsolete  tariff  of  Canada 
was  produced  as  being  the  tariff  of  Canada. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  at  that  time  New 
Zealand  had  not  joined  the  Bureau. 

Amendment,  To  reduce  item,  "£100,"  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment,  To  reduce  item,  "£194,"  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  the  jposition  with 
regard  to  the  item,  "  Premiers'  Conference  at 
Hobart,  £518,"  was  a  very  difficult  one.  He, 
for  one,  did  not  want  to  treat  the  matter  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


626 


Sttpply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply, 


[Nov.  9 


ft  oheeseparing  maziDer,  bat  they  wanted  to 
know  how  the  money  had  gone.  After  his 
(Oaptain  Russell's)  visit  with  Sir  George  Grey 
and  Sir  Harry  Atkmson  to  Anstralia  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Federal  Oonferenoe,  in  1891,  the 
items  of  expenditure  incurred  were  given,  and 
they  could  be  found  in  H.-6,  Session  II.,  1891. 
The  total  expenditure  for  the  three  represen- 
tatives who  had  attended  the  Federal  Confer- 
ence was  £318  18s.  5d.  for  a  period  of  eight 
weeks;  so  that  the  expenses  of  the  Premier 
alone  in  connection  with  this  trip  amounted 
to  £200  more  than  the  total  expenses  of  the 
three  representatives  he  had  mentioned.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  in  all  the  trips  he  (Oaptain 
Russell)  had  made  on  public  business  he  had 
been  obliged  to  give  the  items  of  expenditure, 
and  he  had  thought  it  no  hardship  to  do  so.  The 
Premier  had  been  absent  forty-two  days,  and 
the  rate  per  diem  of  expenditure  had  averaged 
£12  7s.,  and  it  seemed  to  him  the  greater 
portion  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  visit 
was  more  of  the  nature  of  a  pleasure  trip  than 
anything  else.  He  did  not  feel  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  reduction  of  £200,  but  it  was  their  duty 
to  insist  on  having  some  account  of  the  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  thought  most  honourable 
members  would  agree  that  it  was  much  better 
that  the  Premier  should  not  be  present  during 
the  discussion  of  this  item,  especially  after  the 
speech  they  had  listened  to  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristcfaurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor). 
He  had  not  heard  such  language  used  in  the 
House  since  he  had  been  a  member,  and  he 
hoped  that  those  supporting  the  Government 
would  take  no  part  in  the  debate  or  take 
any  notice  of  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Chris tchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor). 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  wanted  to  know  if 
this  vote  included  the  total  expenses  of  the 
Australian  trip.  He  was  in  a  position  to  say 
that  it  included  not  only  the  Premier's  ex- 
penses, but  also  the  expenses  of  two  Private 
Secretaries,  and  a  considerable  sum  for  cabling 
backwards  and  forwards.  The  Premier  went 
further  than  Hobart.  He  went  to  the  three 
principal  cities  in  Australia,  and  did  business 
in  each  of  them  in  the  interests  of  New  Zea- 
land. Any  one  accustomed  to  travelling  would 
agree  that  the  Premier  could  not  possibly  do 
the  extraordinary  feat  alluded  to  by  the  honour- 
able member  opposite.  When  Sir  Hany 
Atkinson  and  Captain  Russell  visited  Aus- 
tralia they  did  not  furnish  details  of  their 
expenses. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  said  the  House  ought 
to  know,  for  instance,  how  much  was  spent  in 
cabling. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  when  he  visited 
Australia  on  the  occasion  referred  to  they  were 
allowed  to  cable  free.  He  presumed  that  would 
also  apply  in  the  case  of  the  Premier. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  said  the  cables  were 
not  free.  He  would  like  to  know  if  Captain 
Russell  gave  any  details  of  his  expenditure  to 
the  Treasury  beyond  the  bare  statement  that 
the  expenditure  was  so  much. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  Secretary  paid 
Captain  Huas^U 


ftU  the  bills  and  expenses,  and  he  presomed 
that  ofiGLeer  gave  all  the  details  he  was  asked  to 
give.  He  (Oaptain  Russell)  paid  noting  him- 
self. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  amendment,  but  he  was  prepared 
to  stand  up  with  other  members  and  say  they 
had  not  been  properly  treated  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter.  He  thought  the  Hoose 
should  insist  on  its  constitutional  right  of  know- 
ing  how  the  money  was  spent.  He  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery) did  not  say  whether  the  expenditure 
was  too  much  or  too  little. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  was  sure  members  of  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  had  no  desire  to 
vote  against  Ministers  if  they  were  furnished 
with  reasonable  information. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  members  were  only 
asking  for  reasonable  information,  and  there 
could  be  no  good  reason  for  Ministers  with- 
holding that  information. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said,  if  the  Government  had 
taken  the  House  into  its  confidence  the  vote 
Would  have  been  passed  without  a  word.  l%e 
expenses  had  simply  been  brought  down  in  a 
lump-sum.  The  Premier  refused  to  face  the 
House  over  this  matter,  and  they  could  get  no 
information  from  the  other  members  of  the 
Ministry.  Why  did  not  the  Premier  face  the 
House  and  let  them  know  what  had  been  done 
over  this  expenditure  ?  It  was  the  refusal  U> 
give  information  that  caused  suspicion.  He 
asked  whether  this  account  had  been  submitted 
in  detail  to  the  Treasury,  if  cablegramB  bad 
been  paid  for  out  of  this  money,  and  if  the 
Minister  had  drawn  £1  10s.  per  day  aa  hia 
ordinary  allowance  while  he  was  away. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  the  account  was 
presented  to  the  Treasury  in  precisely  the  same 
form  in  which  the  accounts  of  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  and  Oaptain  Russell  were  presented. 
The  details  were  not  presented  to  the  Treasury 
in  either  case. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said,  if  the  same  details  were 
given  in  this  case  as  in  the  case  of  Captain 
Russell  and  others  at  the  Federation  Oonfer- 
enoe he  was  confident  the  House  would  be  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  asked  what  the  bonoor- 
able  gentleman  could  make  out  of  this :  *'  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  and  Captain  Russell,  joist 
expenses,  £228  4b.  lOd. ;  Secretaries,  £109"; 
and  the  personal  expenses  read  out  by  Captain 
Russell. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  if  the  Minister  would^  give 
the  particulars  in  the  same  form  as  those  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  the  trip  of  the  three 
gentlemen  named,  he  would,  for  his  part,  with- 
draw his  amendment  with  pleasure.  It  was 
only  as  a  protest  against  the  way  in  which 
they  were  being  treated  when  asking  for  infor- 
mation that  he  had  moved  it. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  could  vouch  on 
his  word  of  honour  that  the  whole  of  this 
money  was  expended  on  the  Premier's  trip  to 
Australia ;  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  choose  to  take  his  word  for  it  he  could 
vote  as  he  pleased. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  the  Minister  had  omitted 
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to  fomlBh  the  full  partioalan  of  the  statement 
which  he  read  with  regard  to  the  ezpenBes  of 
Captain  RoBBell  and  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  The 
hononrable  gentleman  had  omitted  to  mention 
the  individual  ezpenees,  which  were  set  down 
at — Oaptain  Bussell.  £20;  Sir  George  Grey, 
£44 ;  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  £25.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  only  furnish  them  with 
Bimilar  details  in  regard  to  this  item  he  felt 
aoflured  that  all  opposition  would  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  said  the  amount  was 
ao  large  that  they  expected  to  have  details 
fomished  of  it.  What  he  complained  of,  too, 
was  this  :  that  the  Premier  had  not  in  any 
way  intimated  to  Parliament  his  intention  of 
going  to  the  other  colonies.  He  had  kept 
wholly  silent  in  regard  to  the  trip. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  this  was  to  him  the  most 
painful  incident  that  had  ever  occurred  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  and  the  position  had  been 
accentuated  by  the  point-blank  refusal  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  give  them  detailed  infor- 
mation. Honourable  members  only  wanted 
some  details,  as  given  in  the  return  made  in 
connection  with  the  visit  of  Sir  George  Grey, 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  and  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position to  the  Federal  Convention.  It  was 
only  a  reasonable  request,  and  he  could  not 
see  why  the  Minister  of  Lands  should  refuse  to 
give  these  particulars. 

Mr.  LANG  said  that  all  they  asked  for  was 
(hat  a  return  should  be  given  similar  to  the 
one  which  had  already  been  laid  upon  the 
table  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  the  Federal 
delegates.  It  had  been  said  by  one  Minister 
that  they  should  not  ask  for  details;  but  he 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  (Government  in 
their  departments  asked'  for  the  minutest  de- 
tails. They  were  only  asking  for  the  heads  of 
the  different  expenditures.  If  this  return  was 
not  given  it  would  be  difficult  to  persuade 
people  outside  the  House  that  there  was  not 
something  that  the  Government  wished  to  hide. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  wished  to  contrast  the 
liberal  scale  of  expenses  that  Ministers  put 
down  for  themselves  with  the  treatment  they 
meted  out  to  those  unfortunately  dependent 
upon  their  liberalitv ;  and  if  the  Ministers  were 
as  careful  about  their  own  expenses  as  they 
were  about  the  expenses  of  their  subordinates 
there  would  be  no  need  for  this  discussion.  It 
was  not  many  years  since  they  had  made  a 
regnlation  requiring  linemen  to  travel  by  sea 
at  steerage  rates;  while  the  contingent  sent 
Home  to  represent  the  colony  were  treated  as 
to  fare  and  accommodation  in  a  manner  dis- 
graceful in  the  extreme.  It  had  been  said  that 
it  was  mean  to  ask  for  details  of  the  personal 
expenses  of  a  Minister,  but  how  much  meaner 
it  was  for  them  to  put  these  itenui  on  the  esti- 
mates and  throw  the  onus  of  asking  for  parti- 
culars upon  honourable  members. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  could  not  understand  why 
the  Government  would  not  give  a  moderate 
amount  of  information  and  details  in  regard  to 
these  expenses.  All  they  asked  for  was  a 
statement  of  accounts  in  this  matter.  In  the 
absence  of  this  information  he  could  not  make  I 


up  his  mind  to  vote  for  the  amount.  The 
Government  were  in  the  position  of  tmsteea 
having  charge  of  the  taxpayers'  money,  there- 
fore ttiey  ought  to  give  us  a  statement  of 
account  in  detail  instead  of  a  lump-sum.  Sup- 
pose they  were  trustees  in  a  private  estate,, 
and  they  refused  to  give  the  beneficiaries  in 
that  estate  a  statement  of  account,  they  would 
be  compelled  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  give 
such  statement.  On  these  grounds  he  thought 
the  request  was  quite  reasonable,  and  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  give  them  the  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
tell  them  what  the  Premier's  expenses  had  been 
under  the  four  separate  heads  of  personal 
expenses,  cablegrams,  secretaries'  salaries,  and 
papers  supplied  or  miscellaneous.  Ministers 
admitted  they  had  the  items,  and  it  was  only 
fair  the  House  should  be  told  what  the  items 
were.  Refusal  to  give  them  tended  to  beget 
suspicion  where  suspicion  ought  not  to  be. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  the  attitude  of  the  Go- 
vemment  in  regard  to  this  demand  of  the 
House  for  details  was  sufficient  to  justifv  any 
suspicion  that  might  enter  the  mind  of  any 
member  of  the  House.  The  details  were  not 
the  property  of  the  Premier  but  of  Parliament,, 
and  the  Premier's  reticence  was  entirely  re- 
sponsible for  any  severe  criticism  passed  upon 
this  item. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Minister  of 
Lands  had  given  his  word  that  the  details 
were  available. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  had  stated  the 
same  information  was  supplied  to  the  Treasury 
as  was  supplied  in  the  case  of  the  Conference 
attended  by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said,  let  there  be  a  line 
sent  up  from  the  Auditor- General  that  he  had 
satisfied  himself  from  the  accounts  and  receipts 
sent  in  that  this  amount  was  due,  and  that 
would  satisfy  him  (Mr.  Richardson),  and  no 
doubt  it  would  satisfy  other  honourable  mem- 
bers. He  took  the  honourable  gentleman's 
word  that  the  amount  had  been  expended, 
but  let  them  have  some  certificate  or  some 
details.  They  were  not  doing  their  duty  in 
letting  this  item  go  until  they  had  this  infer- 
mation. 

Mr.  FRASER  said  it  was  one  of  the  most 
hateful  things  that  had  fallen  to  his  lot  since 
he  had  been  m  Parliament  to  discuss  this  item. 
They  did  not  ask  for  the  minutiae  of  the  ac- 
counts, but  simply  that  the  amount  be  put 
under  the  four  categorical  heads  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce.  Such  par- 
ticulars had  been  offered  in  the  case  of  the 
expenses  charged  by  Captain  Russell,  Sir 
George  Grey,  and  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  in  re- 
spect of  the  Conference  that  they  attended  in 
Sydney.  This  was  due  not  only  to  the  House, 
but  to  the  Premier  himself.  If  any  of  the  Pre- 
mier's friends  were  advising  him  not  to  give 
these  particulars,  he  said  advisedly  they  were 
not  true  friends.  If  the  particulars  were  with- 
held, suspicion  would  be  engendered,  and  the 
best  way  to  disarm  that  would  be  to  supply  the 
information. 
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Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  said  that  when  the  die- 
ouBsion  was  oommenoed  honooiable  memben 
dexDfluided  the  minutest  details  in  oonneotion 
with  this  item.  The  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  had  now  taken  a  different  view  of  it, 
and  said  he  would  be  satisfied  if  the  Auditor- 
GenengJ  had  passed  the  vouchers.  Well,  he 
oould  tell  him  the  Auditor-General  had  passed 
the  vouchers.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  now  said  that  if  they  got  the  details 
under  four  heads  that  would  satisfy  them.  If 
that  would  satisfy  the  honourable  gentlemen 
he  would  ask  the  Premier  to  come  in  and  give 
this  information  himself ;  but  he  was  afraid  it 
still  would  not  satisfy  any  one. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  thought  the  offer  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  ought  to  satisfy  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition.  Some  very  bitter 
remarks  had  been  made  in  this  debate,  and  he 
thought  if  the  Premier  had  been  in  his  place 
many  of  these  remarks  would  not  have  been 
made. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  that,  not  from  the  Opposition 
benches,  but  from  another  part  of  the  House, 
remarks  had  been  made  this  morning  that  were 
excessively  discreditable  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  made  them  and  to  this  Parliament. 
Never  before  had  he  heard  such  language  in- 
dulged in.  The  members  of  the  Opposition  had 
carefully  refrained  from  gross  personal  attacks 
on  members  on  the  Government  side.  But  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor)  had  insinuated  in  the  plainest  terms 
that  the  Premier  of  the  colony,  whose  honour 
had  never  been  assailed  in  this  manner  before, 
was  guilty  of  a  mean  embezzlement  of  public 
moneys.  He  had  accused  him  of  putting 
£250  in  his  private  banking  account.  Then, 
he  said  that  the  members  of  that  House  were 
cringing,  servile  followers.  They  saw  those 
terms  repeated  in  the  Press.  He  should  like  to 
know  who  those  writers  were  who  accused  mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  Hovse  of  a  lack  of  inde- 
pendence. The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  boasted  that  he  was  a  rebel.  He 
(Mr.  Hogg)  preferred  loyalty,  and  he  reminded 
that  honourable  gentleman  that  the  man  with 
a  rebellious  and  cantankerous  disposition  who 
was  continually  villi fying  his  fellow-men  was 
not  generally  admitted  to  be  a  good  member  of 
society. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  having  entered  the  Chamber, 
said  that  a  sense  of  delicacy,  which  from  what 
he  had  been  told  was  not  appreciated,  caused 
him  to  absent  himself  from.the  Chamber  during 
the  disoussion  in  respect  to  the  expenses  of  his 
trip  to  Hobart,  Adelaide,  Melbourne,  New 
South  Wales,  and  South  Australia.  He  had 
been  told — he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  cor- 
rect or  not — that  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  had,  In  the 
debate,  stated  he  had  transferred  to  his  private 
account  £250.  A  more  inaccurate  statement, 
— a  statement  without  having  the  slightest 
foundation  therefor, — was  never  before  made 
in  that  House ;  and  he  could  not  understand, 
himself,  how  a  member  of  Parliament,  repre- 
senting   an    intelligent     community,    should 


so  far  foEget  himself  as  to  make  saoh  a 
rash,  unfounded,  and  incorrect  statement.  He 
could  nut  criticize  such  conduct  in  parlia- 
mentary language  ;  he  could  not  have  believed 
that  any  member  of  that  House,  withoat  the 
slightest  foundation  therefor,  should  have  made 
the  outrageous  statement.  There  had  bean 
other  statements  made  and  language  uaed  in 
that  House  by  the  same  member  which  they 
had  heard  had  been  made  use  of  in  other 
Legislatures,  but  never  before  had  such  lan- 
guage been  heard  within  that  Chamber;  and 
he  himself,  as  leader  of  the  House,  had  not 
called  attention  to  it ;  but  he  would  say  that 
a  member  who  made  a  statement  which  re- 
flected upon  the  honour  of  another  member 
in  his  absence,  let  alone  the  leader  of  the 
House,  ought  to  have  some  foundation  for  so 
doing.  Now,  he,  as  stated,  considered  that  he 
should  not  be  in  the  Chamber  when  the  dis- 
cussion took  place,  and,  in  obedience  to  that 
conclusion,  he  refrained  from  being  there; 
but,  after  these  outrageously  incorrect  and 
unfounded  statements  had  been  made,  be 
thought,  in  justice  to  himself, — and  more  so, 
because  he  put  himself  out  of  the  qaeetion 
altogether, — but  in  justice  to  the  Liberal  party 
in  this  colony  he  thought  he  was  bound  to 
enter  that  Chamber  and  to  tell  honourable 
members  that  there  was  no  foundation  what- 
ever in  fact  to  support  the  assertion  that  he 
had  been  extravagant.  He  told  them  plainly 
there  must  be  a  misunderstanding  and  mistake 
on  the  part  of  those  who  made  such  a  state- 
ment. Now,  he  had  been  informed  that  all 
they  wanted  from  him  was  the  same  informa- 
tion as  was  furnished  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay,  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, in  respect  to  his  expenses  when  in 
Australia  as  a  representative  of  the  colony. 
Very  well,  he  would  with  pleasure  give  it. 
To  commence  with,  the  total  amount  of  the 
expenses  asked  to  be  voted  was  £518.  Of 
this  amount,  £211  only  was  chargeable  to  him 
for  his  personal  expenses;  and  if  they  would 
divide  that  amount  by  the  number  of  days  ha 
was  away,  visiting  as  he  was,  entertaining  and 
being  entertained,  it  came  to  about  £5  a  day, 
and,  injustice  to  himself,  he  wanted  to  make  it 
clear  that  he  had  neither  charged  nor  drawn 
the  usual  allowance  of  £1  lOs.  per  day ;  ha 
forfeited  that  £1 10s.  a  day.  And  what  he  said 
again  was  this :  Divide  the  sum  by  what  other 
Ministers  who  visited  the  colonies  had  reoeivad 
and  it  was  about  equal  to  what  their  amoonta 
came  to— just  about  the  same.  Now,  he 
thought  an  apology  was  due  to  him,  and  due 
to  the  House,  for  what  had  been  stated,  and  he 
had  not  the  slightest  conception  that  it  was 
thought  the  £518  on  the  estimates  was  put 
down  as  having  been  given  to  him,  or  as  bcSng 
his  expenses. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— It  was  thought  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  such  an  assumption  was 
entirely  wrong.  There  was  £90,  Seioretarias' 
travelling-allowances,  and  payment  for  rooms, 
used  as  offices,  £40.  When  Ministers  went 
anywhere  thev  had  to  pay  for  rooms  in  which 
to  do  their  business.    Outside  of  this  then 
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were  oablee  on  public  business,  £60 ;  for  oabs 
on  transport  luggage,  £20 ;  and  other  incidental 
expenses,  £47,  including  payment  for  opos- 
sums. There  was  also  passages  per  steamer, 
£50.  These  amounts  came  to  £807,  and  this, 
with  the  £211  which  was  his  hotel  and  per- 
sonal expenses,  made  up  the  £518.  He  receiyed 
nothing  oeyond  having  his  expenses  paid,  and 
which  amounted  to  £211.  They  might  judge 
of  his  surprise  when  he  was  infonned  of  what 
bad  been  said  in  the  House.  He  had  nothing 
to  conceal,  nothing  to  regret,  and  he  hoped  it 
was  not  going  to  be  said  that  this  information 
had  now  been  forced  from  him.  If,  instead  of 
the  whole  amount  being  placed  in  one  voucher, 
there  had  been  a  voucher  for  £211  for  the 
Premier's  expenses,  he  anticipated  there  would 
not  have  been  a  word  said  in  the  House.  He 
now  saw,  right  enough,  that  if  he  had  made 
this  statement  before  the  item  was  called  upon 
what  had  happened  would  not  have  taken  place ; 
but  one  could  not  keep  members  to  a  particular 
item,  and  they  went  from  one  item  to  another, 
and  they  could  not  be  stopped.  He  had  this 
feeling:  He  thought  there  were  some  members 
of  their  own  party  who  might  wish  to  speak 
freely,  and  members  of  the  Opposition  would 
also  feel  a  delicacy  with  him  sitting  in  the 
Chamber  when  debating  it,  and  he  thought 
his  absence  would  give  them  a  freer  hand; 
and,  when  members  came  to  think  it  over, 
such  a  conclusion,  he  thought,  was  a  proper 
one.  He  thought  from  a  sense  of  delicacy  it 
would  be  better  he  should  not  be  there  when 
the  discussion  took  place.  Now,  so  far  as 
the  voucher  was  concerned,  as  it  had  passed 
audit  it  was  there  for  the  House  to  see,  and  all 
he  could  say  was  this :  that  if  their  Premier, 
or  whoever  represented  them  as  a  Minister  of 
the  Grown,  was  to  represent  them  in  a  fitcins 
manner  without  being  extravagant  they  would 
not  say  that  the  cost  of  the  visit  was  extra- 
vagant or  unreasonable  for  the  colony  to  bear. 
He  had  no.thing  further  to  say  than  this  :  that 
he  trusted  members  would  think  of  their  own 
honour,  and  if  they  cast  discredit  on  other  mem- 
bers they  were  actually  dishonouring  them- 
aelves.  This  matter  was  somewhat  delicate. 
In  the  case  of  another  Premier  whose  name  he 
would  not  mention,  that  gentleman  considered 
that  such  a  debate  as  happened  here  might 
happen  in  respect  to  him,  and  he  said,  "No ;  I 
want  a  vote  first,  and  unless  a  vote  is  first 
passed  and  granted  I  shall  find  myself  in  a 
false  position,  and  be  told  there  is  no  occasion 
for  the  expenses  being  so  much."  This  Premier 
was  far-seeing,  and  thus  prevented  himself 
being  placed  in  a  false  position.  The  House 
was  as  much  to  blame  in  respect  to  what  had 
taken  place  as  he  was.  He  understood  that  he 
was  to  represent  the  colony  in  a  fitting  manner, 
and  he  had  done  so.  He  had  given  this  infor- 
mation to  the  House,  and  to  aslc  him  for  it  was 
not  unreasonable.  He  should  now  leave  the 
matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  honourable 
members. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wished  to  be  allowed  to  say, 
before  the  Premier  left  the  Chamber,  that  he 
withdrew,  without  any  qualification,  the  sug- 


gestion he  had  made  when  speaking  that 
morning.  He  wanted  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  remember  that  they  had  been  on  the 
strain  at  the  time  the  remark  was  made  for 
about  twenty  hours  without  any  rest;  and 
it  was  a  qualified  suggestion,  based  upon  the 
fact  that  before  he  spoke  at  all  a  number  of 
applications  had  been  made  for  the  very  details 
that  had  now  been  given.  Without  offering 
any  excuse  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
estimates  sat  there  as  though  he  intended  to 
deny  the  House  all  information  about  this 
item,  and  if  the  information  had  been  given, 
as  it  had  now  been  ffiven  under  the  pressure 
of  debate,  he  should  have  had  no  occasion 
to  withdraw  the  suggestion,  and  the  Premier 
would  have  been  saved  much  time  and  pain. 
He  regretted  having  made  the  remark,  but 
he  thought  that  under  the  circumstances  there 
was  undoubtedly  some  justifioation  for  it ;  in 
fact,  the  Premier  had  already  taken  to  himself 
some  share  of  the  blame  for  not  having  sooner 
taken  the  House  into  his  confidence  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  the  charge  having  been 
withdrawn  by  Mr.  Taylor,  he  did  not  wish  to 
remain  longer  in  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  said  it  was  a  deUbe- 
rate  accusation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
had  withdrawn  the  accusation,  however  made, 
and  he  took  it  to  be  an  unqualified  withdrawal. 
He  was  young  himself  once,  and  the  world  was 
before  the  honourable  member  (Mr.  Taylor), 
and  it  behoved  him  to  be  more  careful.  Con- 
sequently he  had  nothing  further  to  say. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  Premier  had  given 
four  items  :  His  own  expenses,  £211 ;  Secre- 
taries, £90 ;  passages,  £50 ;  and  £60  for  cables : 
making  a  total  of  £411.  He  also  said  there 
were  rooms  to  be  paid  for.  Was  the  balance 
of  £107  made  up  in  that  way,  or  were  there 
other  charges  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  passages, 
cablegrams,  rooms  for  ofiices,  cabs  and  porter- 
age. Secretaries*  travelling-allowance,  amount 
paid  for  opossums,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses. He  presumed  the  question  was  put  in 
the  proper  spirit  and  was  not  done  with  a  view 
of  questioning  what  he  had  given  as  to  the  de> 
tails.  He  would  rather  have  paid  the  £211  out 
of  his  own  pocket  than  have  had  said  what  had 
been  said.  The  balance  of  the  £518  was  made 
up  by  the  items  he  had  enumerated,  and  which 
amounted  to  £807. 

Mr.  SMITH  would  like,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 
He  moved  it  with  the  object  of  obtaining  in- 
formation, and  if  the  Minister  in  charge  had 
been  able  to  supply  the  information  the  amend- 
ment would  never  have  been  moved. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  that  this  debate  would 
prove  a  lesson  to  the  House,  and  that  the  Op- 
position would  not  in  future  be  so  ready  to 
take  up  time  in  blocking  the  estimates  by  such 
discussions  as  had,  he  hoped,  now  dosed. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  thought  the  friends  of  the 
Government  could  afford  to  be  generous  in 
regard  to  this  matter.    They  had  listened  with 
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<6ztoeme  pain  to  the  disoasaion  that  had  taJEen 
place.  He  did  not  blame  the  Opposition  lor  it 
BO  much  as  he  did  some  young  membets  who 
had  been  very  muoh  in  evidence  ever  since  the 
commencement  of  the  consideration  of  the 
•estimates.  He  hoped  the  result  of  their  im- 
petuosity would  be  a  warning  and  a  lesson  to 
them,  not  to  hastily  condemn  Ministers  and 
members  who  had  been  in  the  House  a  muoh 
longer  time  than  themselves.  He  was  pleased 
the  JPremier  had  come  forward  and  given  this 
explanation,  because  the  supporters  of  the 
Oovernment  could  not  have  rested  under  the 
imputations  that  had  been  made,  especially  by 
the  junior  member  for  Ghristchuroh  Oity. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  did  not  intend  to  with- 
<braw  or  express  regret  for  anv  action  taken  by 
his  side  of  the  House.  He  did  not  know  how 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchuroh  City 
would  take  the  matter;  but  let  them  have 
the  plain  fact  out  that  the  House  could  get  no 
information,  and  that  after  talking  for  hours 
it  had  now  got  a  modified  form  of  the  parti- 
culars required.  He  could  pursue  the  subject 
further ;  but  let  there  be  no  mistaJEe  that  that 
side  of  the  House,  and  those  who  were  deter- 
mined to  get  the  information,  deserved  great 
credit  for  having  forced  a  conclusion  to  the 
matter.  After  hours  of  talking  the  Minister 
of  Lands  came  to  a  reasonable  frame  of  mind, 
and  said  that  these  accounts — ^he  would  give 
his  word  for  it — had  gone  to  the  Treasury 
in  the  same  way  as  did  the  accounts  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  on  a 
previous  ocoasion.  He  did  not  want  to  put  the 
Premier  in  a  more  painful  position  than  he 
had  been  placed  in,  but  his  position  had  been 
forced  on  him  by  his  own  friends,  through  the 
inaction  and  refusal  of  the  Minister  to  give  a 
very  simple  return  which  the  Minister  of  Lands 
aaid  was  in  the  Treasury.  What  in  the  world 
was  the  object  of  the  Government  in  keeping 
that  information  from  the  other  side  he  did 
not  know.  There  was  nothing  on  their  side  of 
the  House  to  be  ashamed  of ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  to  congratulate  themselves  in  that 
they  had  affirmed  a  great  principle — that  they 
would  not  vote  the  taxpayers'  money  without 
proper  information. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  said,  with  regard  to  the 
aotloD  he  had  taken  in  the  matter,  he  had  told 
the  House  that  he  gave  his  word  of  honour 
that  the  Treasury  were  in  possession  of  the 
accounts,  as  they  had  been  in  the  case  of  their 
predecessors,  and  that  they  included  the  Secre- 
tary, paasage,  and  total  expenditure  of  the 
Premier's  trip  to  Australia.  In  giving  this  he 
thought  he  was  giving  sufficient  to  ask  the 
House  to  pass  the  vote. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
position  yet.  The  Premier  had  oome  into  the 
Chamber  and  given  them  a  certain  list  of  ex- 
penses. Those  expenses  he  had  not  taken  down 
himself,  but  the  figures  had  been  teiken  down, 
and  they  were :  Personal,  £211 ;  Secretaries'  ex- 
penses, £90 ;  cables,  £60 ;  passages,  £50 :  making 
a  total  of  £411.  Now,  the  sum  they  were  asked 
to  pass  was  £518,  so  that  there  waa  still  £107 
unaccounted  for.  It  was  painful  to  all  of  them 
Mr*  Oraham 


to  see  the  Premier's  sorrow  at  the  position  in 
which  he  waa  placed,  but  they  muat  not  dopact 
from  what  he  believed  to  be  their  duty.  A  la- 
tum had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Hoaaa, 
not  by  himself,  but  by  hia  aucoeaaora  in  office, 
of  the  expenaea  of  the  Federal  delegatea  to  Svd- 
ney.  The  Mlniater  of  Landa  told  them  that 
the  Treasury  had  in  their  poeaeaaion  exactly 
the  aame  claaa  of  return  in  this  case ;  and  he 
aaid  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  Houae — ^not  only  in 
ooxmection  with  thia,  but  aa  a  precedent  for  all 
time — to  insist  that  a  return  should  be  laid  on 
the  table  of  theae  expenaea.  He  aaid  thia  not 
with  a  view  of  doubting  the  figures  produced 
by  the  Premier,  but  aa  a  broad  principle— that 
they  would  do  wrong  unleaa  they  inaisted  that 
the  Dublic  money  ahould  be  fully  accounted  for. 
He  honed  the  Houae  would  inaiat,  before  it 
finishea  with  the  subject,  that  there  should  be 
a  promiae  given  that  there  ahould  be  laid  on 
the  table  a  return  aetting  out  in  detail  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  £518  on  the  linea  of  the  return 
fumiahed  by  the  Federal  delegated. 

Mr.  CADMAN  aaid,  ao  f ar  aa  the  Oppodtion 
were  concerned  they  were  within  their  righto 
in  what  they  aaked.  But  it  waa  the  action  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  City 
that  had  led  up  to  all  this  trouble,  when  aoma 
days  ago  he  said  that  unless  the  fullest  details 
were  given  he  was  going  to  insure  his  Ufa 
for  £500  and  die  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
demandina  it,  or  aomething  to  that  effect; 
and  he  dia  not  know  that  ever  a  Miniater  had 
been  aaked  to  bring  up  in  the  Houae  detaila 
such  as  cab-hire,  or  every  shilling  given  to 
a  steward  on  a  steamer;  because  they  all 
knew  that  Ministers  as  a  rule  knew  nothing 
about  these  details,  which  were  left  to  the 
Private  Secretary,  who  kept  all  the  accounts. 
The  inference  waa  that  a  new  precedent  waa  to 
be  laid  down,  and  all  theae  thinga  were  to  be 
asked  for.  That  was  a  moat  xmuaual  oourae, 
and  they  decided  they  were  not  going  into 
these  minute  details.  As  to  the  Opposition,  all 
through  they  had  been  acting  fairly,  and,  had 
they  aaid  at  firat  that  they  would  be  aatiafiad 
with  what  the  honourable  member  for  Bmcs 
had  aaid  they  ahould  have,  that  oould  have 
been  complied  with,  for  he  had  had  theae 
items  in  his  handa  for  honra,  and  if  aaked  far 
they  would  have  been  given  earlier ;  but  as  to 
the  questions  of  cabhire,  and  porterage,  and 
so  on,  well,  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  would  have  had  to  die  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  before  he  would  have  got  them. 
He  would  give  one  or  two  more  items  which 
the  Premier  had  omitted,  aa  he  probably  spoks 
from  memory.  The  Premier  had  given  foe 
himself  £211 ;  for  Secretaries,  £90 ;  paaaagea, 
he  thought,  £50;  officea,  £35;  cablea,  £60; 
and  in  the  amount  alao  was  included  the  cost, 
opossums,  £S0;  leaving  a  balance  of  some- 
thing like  £42  for  cab-hire,  porterage,  attend- 
ance, and  so  on. 

An  Hon.  Membbb  said  the  oposauma  had 
been  paid  for  out  of  another  account. 

Mr.  CADMAN  aaid  that  that  was  not  so; 
they  were  not  the  aame. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  aaid  that,  aeeing  the  hanour- 
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•ble  mamber  who  had  made  the  ohaige  had 
withdrawn  it,  and  had  praolioally  apologiaod, 
and  seeing  also  that  the  other  honourable 
member  (Mr.  Smith)  had  asked  leave  to  with- 
«lraw  his  amendment,  he  thought  it  would  be 
weU  that  the  debate  should  be  allowed  to  drop. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  other  honour- 
able members  on  eiUier  side  had,  unfortunately, 
delivered  irritating  speeches.  The  debate  had 
been  a  most  ptkinful  one,  and  language  had 
been  used  whion  he  thought  should  have  been 
held  inadmissible  in  that  House,  but  it  had 
been  ruled  otherwise.  One  lesson  that  should 
be  derived  from  the  debate  that  had  taken 
jklaoe  was  that,  in  future,  Ministers  before 
mourring  expenses  should  make  it  a  rule  to 
have  the  neoessacy  authority  on  the  estimates. 
He  thought  it  was  rather  belittling  to  the 
dignity  of  a  Minister  to  be  obliged  to  stand  in 
his  place  in  the  House,  and  to  give  an  account 
of  every  little  item  of  expenditure.  That  a 
Minister  ^ould  be  asked  how  much  expense 
he  had  incurred  for  cab-hire  and  porterage  was 
contemptible  in  the  extreme.  For  his  own  part, 
if  he  could  not  take  the  personal  assurance  of 
a  Minister  without  worrying  him  for  details  he 
should  be  ashamed  of  himself.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christohuroh  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  was 
a  new  member,  and  he  thought  the  House 
would  not  be  too  severe  on  the  honourable 
^entlenuui,  seeing  that  he  had  withdrawn  his 
statement. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  the  Minister  for  Railways 
appeared  to  be  labouring  under  some  mistake 
in  connection  with  this  matter.  The  blame 
did  not  rest  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  City,  but  with  the  Minister  of 
Lands  for  withholding  information  which  ought 
to  have  been  given,  and  would  have  saved  all 
the  trouble.  All  regretted  the  scene  that  had 
taken  place,  but  they,  in  their  own  interests 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  country,  had  de- 
manded information  which  they  had  a  right  to 
set. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  they  had  got  the  items 
prettv  fairly  from  the  Premier,  but  he  thought 
Le  should  have  gone  a  little  further  in  the 
•direotion  that  his  colleague  the  Minister  for 
Railways  had  just  gone.  He  did  not  know 
^whether  the  opossums  referred  to  as  a  portion 
of  the  £107  were  the  same  as  were  paid  for  under 
the  Miscellaneous  vote,  ColonisJ  Seoretaiy's 
I>epartment,  B.-l,  page  42. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  they  were  not. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  they  did  not  want  to  go 
into  details  as  to  cabs  ana  porterage,  which  he 
understood  were  in  the  minor  expenses,  in- 
cluded in  the  £42.  He  did  not  wish  to  mske 
any  further  remarks  about  the  matter  now, 
or  to  go  into  details.  They  were,  he  thought, 
bound  to  pay  the  account;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  felt  himself  free  to  express  his  opinion, 
which  he  did  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
diffidence,  that  the  account  was  a  heavy  one. 
He  should  not  vote  against  it,  but  he  thought 
it  might  have  been  done  at  less  expense. 

Mr.  PnUNI  said  the  fact  was  that  if  they 
had  not  fought  so  long  and  so  penistentiy  for 
the  information  they  would  have  had  to  take 


the  advice  of  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  **  if 
they  did  not  like  it,  vote  against  it."  The 
Premier  wanted  to  give  the  information  long 
ago ;  but  who  refused  it  ?  It  was  the  Minister 
of  Lands  in  this  instance— the  master  of  the 
Cabinet— and  that  was  the  reason  he  (Mr. 
Pirani)  continued  the  discussion ;  he  knew  it 
was  the  Minister  of  Lands  they  had  to  break 
down  and  not  the  Premier,  and  every  one  who 
knew  the  former  would  be  sure  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  as  the  representative  of 
an  important  constituency  he  had  fought  hour 
after  hour  for  information  to  which  he  was  en- 
titled, and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  extremely 
pointed  remarks  he  had  made  he  did  not  think 
the  facts  would  even  now  have  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  House.  But,  that  information  having 
been  given,  he  did  not  think  the  matter  should 
be  carried  further,  especially  as  he  had  with- 
drawn the  imputations  he  had  made  against 
the  Premier. 

Captain  RUSSELL  hoped  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  estimates  would  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  should  have  a  Treasury  return 
of  these  expenses  laid  on  the  table.  They  had 
received  a  statement  from  the  Premier;  and 
he  now  only  asked  for  this  return  on  the 
principle  that,  as  the  expenses  of  previous 
gentlemen  who  had  gone  to  Australia  officially 
were  laid  on  the  table,  so  should  these  be. 
Every  one  must  agree  that  that  was  a  most 

E roper  principle.  If  he  could  get  an  assurance 
:om  the  Minister  that  such  a  return  would 
be  supplied,  for  his  part  he  would  not  have 
another  word  to  say  on  the  matter.  He  did 
not  wish  for  a  moment  to  imply  that  this  was 
to  be  a  check  on  the  statements  of  Ministers ; 
it  was  only  as  a  confirmation  of  a  principle. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  could  get  the 
Treasury  return  of  the  amount  of  money  drawn 
by  the  Premier  from  the  Treasury  of  New 
Zealand ;  but  he  might  say  that  that  did  not 
cover  the  Premier's  visit  to  Australia,  as  the 
Premier  paid  a  large  sum  of  money  out  of  his 
own  pocket. 

Mr.  MASSEY  wished  to  say  that  from  his 
point  of  view  the  position  was  not  so  satisfac- 
tory as  many  honourable  members  imagined. 
He  had  looked  carefully  through  the  figures 
submitted  by  the  Premier,  and  he  found  that 
the  Premier's  expenses  amounted  to  £5  per 
day  for  the  forty-two  days  he  was  out  of  the 
colony,  including  the  time  that  he  was  on  ship- 
board. Then,  the  other  items  were  on  a  most 
extravagant  scale — for  instance,  £90  was  put 
down  for  Secretaries,  £60  for  cables  and  tele-  ^ 
grams,  £50  for  passenger-fares,  and  so  forth. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  from  the  Minister  that  a 
return  would  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
showing  the  expenses  in  detail.  He  hoped  that 
return  would  be  forthcoming,  and  that  it  would 
show  matters  to  be  more  satisfactory  than  they 
appeared  to  be  at  present.  He  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  place  his  opinion  on  record,  and 
there  he  left  it  for  the  present. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SMITH  wished  for  the  same  details  with 
regard  to  the  expenses  of  the  Premier's  trip 
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Home  as  were  given  in  relation  to  the  Hobart 
trip.  As  to  the  cost  of  Jubilee  illnminations  in 
the  oolony,  he  wished  to  know  if  the  actual  cost 
was  £600,  or  was  it  subject  to  revision  later 
on. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  he  believed  that  was 
the  actual  cost,  it  having  been  decided  to 
illuminate  buildings  in  parts  of  the  colony 
where  the  local  bodies  were  doing  likewise. 

Mr.  TANNER  wished  for  information  as  to 
the  introduction  of  Rocky  Mountain  sheep. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  had  not  got 
information  so  far  to  induce  them  to  import 
these  sheep,  but  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
again  vote  the  money. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  reinstate  the  vote  to  fire- 
brigades,  which  was  reduced  last  year. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  amount  on  the 
estimates  was  the  usual  vote,  and  the  question 
of  any  further  vote  would  be  considered  when 
the  supplementary  estimates  were  dealt  with. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
foolish  thing  to  introduce  the  Rocky  Mountain 
sheep,  as  they  had  wild  sheep  in  the  colony 
already,  which  were  proving  a  great  nuisance. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  in  regard  to  these 
Rooky  Mountain  sheep,  he  had  been  assured 
by  a  gentleman  in  New  Zealand  on  whom  he 
could  rely,  And  who  knew  the  habits  of  these 
sheep  and  all  about  them,  in  America,  that 
they  would  not  cross  or  in  any  way  con- 
taminate the  sheep  in  the  colony,  before  he 
sent  to  America  for  information  concerning 
them.  If  he  thought  there  was  any  chance  of 
these  Rocky  Mountain  sheep  in  anv  way  con- 
taminating their  breeds  he  would  be  the  last 
man  in  New  Zealand  to  introduce  them. 

Mr.  LEWIS  wished  to  ask  the  honourable 
member  if  Rocky  Mountain  sheep  were  the 
best  animals  that  could  be  introduced  from  a 
sportman's  point  of  view.  He  thought  there 
were  other  species  of  animals,  such  as  markhor, 
gooral,  et  cetera,  which  might  be  imported  to 
better  advantage. 

Mr.  ERASER  thought  these  Rooky  Moun- 
tain sheep  might  prove  a  most  serious  nuisance 
to  runhofders,  and  might  render  mustering  a 
very  difficult  matter.  Me  would  like  to  know 
where  it  was  proposed  to  locate  them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  it  was  proposed  to 
liberate  the  sheep  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
South  Island,  where  there  was  a  large  territory 
and  ranges  where  there  were  no  animals.  He 
was  assured  there  would  be  no  danger  of  them 
mixing  with  the  ordinary  sheep  at  all.  He  did 
not  think  these  were  a  class  of  animals  for 
sport,  and  he  thought  the  red-deer  and  fallow- 
deer  would  provide  better  sport. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that,  in  order  to  guide  the 
deliberations  of  the  House,  and  gain  some 
information  with  reference  to  the  £1,750, 
he  would  move,  That  the  item,  "Cost  of  illu- 
minations in  London,  £75,"  be  reduced  by  £1. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  suggested  that  before  these 
Rocky  Mountain  sheep  were  imported  the 
Minister  should  communicate  with  the  Warden 
at  Hokitika,  and  also  the  sheepowners  in  the 
locality  where  he  proposed  to  place  them,  with 
Mr,  Smith 


a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  it  was  not  al- 
ready occupied.  The  Warden  had  sheep  on 
the  mountains  below  Okarito,  and  Mr.  Bruee 
had  sheep  on  Mount  Alexander  and  other  high 
ground  on  the  West  Coast. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  thought  they  should 
be  veiT  cautious  in  introducing  these  aheep. 
They  did  not  seem  to  know  much  about  them, 
and  they  did  not  want  any  more  pests  in  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  did  not  object  to  introdnoing 
these  sheep,  but  wanted  to  know  if  they  gcew 
horns,  if  they  were  clad  with  wool  or  hair,  and 
if  their  carcases  were  suitable  for  export  If 
they  interfered  with  our  flocks  and  herds  we 
were  better  off  without  them. 

Mr.  LARNACH  said  Sir  James  Hector  knew 
these  sheep  very  well,  and  he  reoommended 
them  as  one  of  the  best  class  of  animals  to  in- 
troduce, not  only  for  sport,  but  also  for  food. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  suggested  that  a  report 
should  be  got  from  Sir  James  Heot^  and  laid 
before  the  Agricultural  and  Stock  Committee, 
whose  opinion  should  be  taken  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  useful  to  introduce  them. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  would  be  gM  to 
do  that. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  thought  that  instead  of 
a  report  from  Sir  James  Hector  they  should 
have  a  report  from  the  United  States  Agri- 
cultural Department. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  had  sent  for  that. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  sheep  would 
not  be  introduced  until  that  report  bad  arrived. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that,  in  connection  with 
the  item  of  £1,750  set  down  for  defraying  the 
Premier's  expenses  at  London,  he  intended  to 
move  systematically  for  its  reduction  as  ter  as 
the  forms  of  the  House  would  allow.  Bjb  only 
object  in  doing  so  was  to  elicit  the  details  of 
this  expenditure,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the 
£518  for  the  Premiers'  Conference  at  Hobarl 
If  the  information  was  forthcoming  he  would 
be  perfectly  content,  but  if  it  was  not  satis- 
factory he  would  follow  the  same  oourrn  as  he 
had  in  regard  to  the  £518.  This  promised  to 
be  a  unique  discussion  so  far  as  the  estimates 
were  concerned,  to  the  extent  that  Parliament 
for  the  first  time  had  got  detailed  informatioD 
about  large  and  important  votes  from  the 
Minister  in  charge.  He  hoped  this  experienee 
would  be  repeated  in  future  sessions.  He  now 
asked  for  details  in  this  case  similar  to  those 
that  had  been  given  in  regard  to  the  £518. 

Mr.  SMITH,  pro  formd,  moved,  That  the 
item,  "  Grant  to  the  Premier  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  his  visit  to  London,  £1,750/*  be 
reduced  by  £500,  to  keep  the  matter  before  the 
Chair  until  the  Premier  had  time  to  give  the 
return  as  promised. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  would  like  to  hear  what 
arrangement  had  been  made  with  the  Premier. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  Government  Whip  had 
told  him  of  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  if  the  arrangement  was 
that  the  Premier  should  give  items  sometUng 
like  those  given  in  respect  of  the  £518. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  was  so. 
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Mr.  J.  AIiLBN  udd  it  was  wrong  to  piMi  the 
Toto  until  the  Premier  was  there  to  give  the 
information.  This  was  a  matter  of  oonferenoe 
between  the  Premier  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  before  the  Premier  went  Home. 
Ha  nndemtood  that  no  distinct  arrangement 
was  eome  to  as  to  the  Premier's  expenses  in 
Iiondon.    The  matter  was  merely  discussed. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  having  entered  the  Chamber, 
said  he  understood  the  Committee  desired  an 
explanation  with  reference  to  expenses  incurred 
in  connection  with  his  visit  to  the  Mother- 
country.  He  might  say  in  reference  to  this 
matter  it  had  been  somewhat  painful,  because 
thare  had  been  divided  opinions.  The  general 
opinion  was  that  he  should  not  be  in  the  House 
while  this  matter  was  under  discussion^  and 
it  was  daimed^and  he  thought  it  might  be 
fairly  claimed— that  no  charge  would  be  made 
against  the  colony  unless  the  expenditure  had 
been  fairly  and  legitimately  incurred.  That,  he 
thought,  was  conceded  by  all;  and  on  that 
assumption,  he  himself,  perhaps,  being  a  little 
over-sensitive,  did  not  remain  in  the  House. 
He  hoped  honourable  members  would  not  blame 
him  for  taking  up  that  position.  As  the  leader 
of  the  House,  and  having  been  their  represen- 
tative first  in  other  colonies  and  then  in  the 
Mother-country,  he  felt  sure  they  would  ask 
htm  to  so  fill  the  position  as  not  to  reflect  upon 
the  oolony,  nor  at  the  same  time  would  they  ex- 
pect him  to  be  too  extravagant ;  and  he  hoped 
they  would  not  expect  him  to  take  part  in 
these  functions  as  the  representative  of  the 
oolonv  and  be  money  out  of  pocket.  That,  he 
hoped,  would  clear  the  way  and  fairly  put  the 
position  to  them  now.  It  was  said  by  others 
belore  he  went  Home,  and  he  thought  so  him- 
self, that  £1,000  would  pay  his  expenses.  That 
was  his  impression.  Against  this  it  was  stated 
by  two  gentlemen  who  had  recently  visited  the 
Mother-country,  **  You  will  find  by  experience 
that  ^ou  have  underestimated  considerably 
what  it  will  cost  you."  The  question  was  not 
put  to  the  House.  It  would  have  been  better, 
as  events  subsequently  proved,  if  the  House 
had  voted  him  a  sum  for  nis  expenses  and  left 
it  to  him  then,  under  the  circumstances,  and 
after  inquiry,  to  consider  whether  or  not  the 
amount  voted  would  be  sufficient.  He  thought 
if  that  course  had  been  adopted  it  would  have 
saved  what,  to  him,  had  been  a  painful  episode, 
and  what  he  thought  proved,  from  what  had 
tfl^Een  place,  a  reflection  somewhat  upon  some 
members  of  that  Chamber.  First  of  all,  he 
had  told  them  what  he  believed  the  cost 
would  be.  His  experience  had  proved  the 
contrary.  Now,  he  wanted  to  remove  first  of 
all  the  impression  that  a  vote  which  had  been 
passed  —  he  thought  he  could  not  refer  to  it 
now — that  the  £211  for  his  expenses  when 
visiting  Australia  only  represented  the  amount 
paid  out  of  imprest.  It  did  not  include  the 
amount  he  spent  out  of  his  own  private  means. 
In  that  £618  there  were  items  amounting  to 
£307  which  never  should  have  been  charged 
against  his  expenses  at  all .  They  ought  to  have 
been  jsut  in  separate  items ;  and  if  there  had 
been  simply  a  vote  of  £211  for  payment  of  his 
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expenses  to  the  four  colonies,  he  questioned 
very  much  whether  there  would  have  been 
the  slightest  demur  to  passing  it.  That 
would  have  been  the  position;  but,  as  the 
practice  was  to  account  for  imprest  moneys^ 
and  as  the  voucher  was  made  in  the  way 
he  had  indicated,  members  would  believe  him 
when  he  told  them  that  until  that  morning,. 
a2id  after  there  had  been  some  unpleasant 
things  said  in  the  House,  he  could  not  have 
told  them  if  they  had  asked  him  how  that 
amount  was  made  up.  He  knew  what  it  cost 
him  privately,  and  he  also  knew  the  expenses 
to  the  colony  was  only  £211 ;  but  beyond  that 
he  did  not  Ieuow  how  the  balance  was  made 
up,  and  they  had  now  had  that  fully  and  satis- 
factorily explained  to  them,  and  he  thought  he 
might  put  that  aside.  Then,  it  was  said  there 
that  if  a  claim  had  been  sent  in  for  a  certain 
amount  the  House  should  pass  it — that  he 
should  take  the  initiative  to  reduce  the 
amount.  That  he  himself  could  not  possibly 
agree  to ;  because  it  would  appear  to  th& 
House,  as  it  must  to  the  country,  that  a 
claim  had  been  sent  in  against  the  colonv 
which  he  himself  would  have  admitted  by  such 
a  course  should  never  have  been  made.  It 
was  therefore  impossible  to  accept  the  advice 
given  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  and  when  the  honour- 
able member  gave  that  advice  he  was  not  aware 
of  what  the  expenses  were.  It  had  not  been 
the  practice,  nor  did  he  think  the  House  wished 
that  the  minute  details  of  the  expenditure 
should  be  ffiven,  although  he  had  been  given  to 
understand  at  the  commencement  of  the  debate 
that  exact  details  had  been  asked  for.  The  i terns 
had  been  given  respecting  the  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  his  visit  to  Australia,  and  he  was 
prepared  to  give  them  in  respect  to  his  visit  to> 
the  Mother-country.  And  he  was  prepared  to 
do, — what  he  supposed  had  never  been  done 
by  any  member  of  a  Ministry  before,— namely, 
to  submit  his  account  with  his  bankers 
to  any  member  of  the  House  who  would  say 
he  doubted  his  honour  and  integrity.  He 
would  preface  his  remarks  by  saying  that 
his  daughter's  expenses  were  paid  by  him- 
self. TiUcing  the  railway-  and  steamer-fares, 
it  cetera^  for  himself,  Mrs.  Seddon,  and  his 
Secretary,  and  transport  of  luggage,  the  amount 
was  £790 ;  gratuities  on  steamers  and  trains, 
and  at  hotels,  £120 ;  hotel  expenses  in  America, 
Great  Britain,  and  elsewhere  of  Mrs.  Seddon,. 
himself,  and  Secretary,  £210 ;  and  there  was  a 
sum  of  £200  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket,  and 
not  out  of  imprest  at  all.  An  advance  of  £20 
which  he  gave  to  Colonel  Pitt,  on  leaving  Eng- 
land, for  incidental  expenditure  for  the  Contin- 
gent when  returning  to  the  colony,  and  payment 
for  postages  and  sitting-rooms,  together  totalled 
£100.  The  necessary  miscellaneous  expenses 
incidental  to  the  trip,  and  expenses  of  enter- 
taining, paid  out  of  his  own  moneys  and  out  of 
imprest,  amounted  to  £550.  That  would  be 
found  to  total  £1,970.  The  number  of  days  he 
was  absent  was  149.  He  thought  it  would  have 
been  preferable  if  the  expenses  of  the  Secretary 
had  been  charged  separately,  and  if  that  had 
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been  dooe,  the  aooonnt  against  himself  woald 
Dot  hare  been  so  large.  The  position  he 
wished  to  place  before  honourable  members 
"was  that  after  his  Melbonrne  trip  and  the 
trip  Home  he  was  left  in  thii  position :  that 
he  had  devoted  his  time  during  the  eight 
months  to  the  oolony  for  nothing,  and  he 
would  probably  have  to  give  his  servioes  for 
flome  time  longer  ere  he  would  finanoially  be 
in  the  position  that  he  was  before  he  left  for 
Australia.  He  said,  in  oonolusion,  that  he  was 
not  at  all  extravagant,  and  he  maintained  the 
dignity  of  the  position.  It  gave  him  pleasure 
to  render  the  service.  He  did  justice  to  the 
•country,  and  he  thought  the  colony  had  had 
the  benefit  of  his  services,  and  had  received 
good  value  for  the  £1,750  which  the  colony  had 
been  asked  to  defray. 

Hr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  know 
if  the  amount  of  £790  included  steamer- fares 
from  New  Zealand  to  San  Francisco,  and  so 
on? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Yes;  and  right  back. 
The  Union  Shipping  Company's  account  was 
£250  odd.  This  included  other  services  ar- 
ranged for  by  the  company.  The  invitation 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  included  Mrs. 
Seddon,  and  he  took  it  that  Parliament  desired 
ehe  should  accompany  him. 

Mr.  MONK  hoped  the  statement  which  the 
Premier  had  just  read  would  be  laid  upon  the 
table  as  a  certificated  Treasury  document. 
He  would  also  remark  that  in  a  democratic 
country,  with  a  small  population  like  New 
Zealand,  be  thought  the  Premier  was  setting  a 
very  bad  example  to  its  young  people  by  a 
journey  the  expenses  of  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  claimed  to  be  moderate,  but  which 
were,  to  say  the  least,  oensurably  extravagant 
and  unbecoming. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE  said  up  to  that 
moment  he  had  not  said  a  word  about  these 
two  items  on  the  estimates— the  Hobart  Con- 
ference and  the  Jubilee  trip.  He  thought  the 
Premier  was  exceedlnglv  badly  advised  in  leav- 
ing the  Committee  while  these  two  items  were 
under  discussion.  It  was  right  that  the  Pre- 
mier should  not  vote  on  them ;  but  he  thought 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
remained  to  give  that  explanation  to  the  Com- 
mittee which  it  had  rightly  insisted  upon,  and 
which  it  had  only  got  after  many  hours  of  dis- 
cussion and  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  He  now 
wished  to  explain  the  position  he  occupied  in 
respect  of  these  two  items.  He  had  been  de- 
eirous  of  voting  for  them  as  they  stood,  pro- 
vided he  could  get  from  the  Premier  a  reason- 
Able  account  of  the  expenditure.  It  would  be 
unnecessarily  humiliating  to  the  Premier  to 
inquire  too  closely  into  the  details  of  the  ex- 
penditure. But  he  entirely  disagreed  with  the 
Premier  when  he  said  the  discussion  had  been 
degrading  to  the  House.  It  was  the  bonnden 
duty  of  the  House  to  demand  information 
about  this  expenditure,  and  it  would  have 
grossly  failed  in  its  duty  had  it  not  dona  so. 
Mr.Ssddon 
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An  explanation  in  the  rough  had  been 
to  the  House ;  hut  he  took  this  op] 
saying  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
both  these  trips  had  been  unwarrantably  and 
viciously  extravagant,  and  that  the  oolony 
should  never  have  been  called  upon  to  pay  it. 
But  the  Premier  having  paid  ue  money,  it 
might  not  be  altogether  right  that  he  should 
provide  any  portion  of  it  out  of  his  own  pookei. 
He  felt  that  the  Premier  was  not  entirely — ^not 
solely— to  blame  in  this  matter.  Thie  Paiiia- 
ment  must  hear  a  share  of  responaibilitT  for 
not  insisting  in  April  last  that  a  sum  shooid  be 
fixed  beyond  whicn  the  expenditure  should  not 
go.  The  objections  came  from  the  Premier 
himself,  but  they  should  have  insisted  apon 
it.  Then,  the  last  Parliament  and  the  oolony 
which  returned  it  must  bear  a  large  share  ol 
the  blame.  An  overwhelming  majority  had 
been  returned  with  a  mandate  to  follow  the 
Premier,  and  it  had  given  him  a  blind,  un- 
thinking support.  He  found  that  he  oonid 
carry  whatever  he  desired,  and  he  retamed 
from  Europe  under  the  belief  that  he  oould 
do  so  still.  That  was  now  found  to  be  a  mis- 
take. That  the  Premier,  with  the  knowledge 
he  had  of  this  Parliament,  would  never  Mnk 
of  running  into  such  expenditure  had  he  the 
work  to  do  over  again  would  not  be  disputed. 
His  majorities  had  led  him  astray  and  done 
all  the  mischief.  The  colony  was  largely 
to  blame  for  it.  It  took  a  fancy  for  the 
new  Liberalism,  and  it  had  to  pay  for  it.  He 
hoped  such  humiliation  was  not  in  store 
for  any  Premier  in  future,  and  that  they 
would  never  again  be  called  on  to  have  sneh 
a  discussion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  point  out  that,  at  the 
time  of  his  visit  to  the  Mother-country,  the  oc- 
casion being  an  extraordinary  one,  the  charges 
were  necessarily  heavier  than  at  ordinary 
times,  and  in  view  of  the  position  he  held  they 
could  not  for  a  moment  expect  that  he  would 
call  into  question  any  account  rendered.  It 
would  not  be  in  keeping  with  his  position  as 
head  of  the  Government  to  question  them. 
Would  honourable  members  say  that  the  Pre- 
mier should  have  asked  his  officer  to  dispute 
the  charges,  with  a  view  of  getting  them  re- 
duced ?  As  far  as  he  knew,  there  had  been  no 
extravagant  charge  in  any  item;  they  were 
ordinary  charges  under  the  circumstances,  and 
they  were  paid.  Then,  there  was  another  phase 
of  the  question :  In  respect  to  the  hospitality 
which  they  enjoyed  at  the  hands  of  the  British 
nation  at  the  hotel  in  which  they  stayed,  he 
saw  it  in  the  newspapers  that  the  charges  for 
staying  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  were  £7,000.  Had  it 
not  been  for  that  expense  being  borne  by  the 
Imperial  Government  the  charges  to  the  oolony 
would  have  been  much  more  than  was  charged 
against  them.  Contrast  the  action  of  the  £d* 
perial  Parliament  with  what  had  transpired 
here.  Did  the  British  Parliament  qoestioa 
the  accounts  of  the  Hotel  Cecil  ?  No  ;  and  he 
felt  sure  that  when  what  had  transpired  hen 
reached  Home  — and  to  him  this  was  the 
most  painful  part  of  the  whole  thins  —  they 
would  naturally  ask  the  question  whe&er  that 
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wft8  the  QBtial  kind  of  txeatment  the  colony 
meted  out  to  itH  representative.  It  had  been 
conceded  on  all  ridee  that  he  had  represented 
the  colony  fittingly,  and  if  there  had  been  a 
vote  proposed  as  there  had  been  in  similar 
eases^not  merely  for  expenses  and  moneys  oat  of 
pocket  bnt  for  the  services  rendered,  he  qaes- 
tioned  whether  a  very  large  number  of  persons 
in  the  colony  would  not  have  said  Parliament 
was  not  going  out  of  its  way  in  fittingly  recog- 
nising what  had  been  done.  It  was  admitted 
that  on  the  lowest  computation  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  freights  there  h^l  been  a  saving  to  the 
producers  of  the  colony  of  £160,000  a  year. 
Ko  reasonable  man  could  contend  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  course  taken  in  this  matter 
in  the  House  was  justifiable,  and  he  did  not 
think,  under  the  circumstances,  that  any  party 
advantage  should  be  attempted  to  be  made  out 
of  the  votes  they  were  asked  to  pass.  It  was 
to  avoid  conflict  and  anything  unseemly  that 
he  had  refrained  from  taking  part  in  the  dis- 
cossion  and  had  left  the  Ohamber,  and  it  was 
•only  when  he  was  told  his  personal  honour 
was  assailed  that  he  considered  it  his  duty, 
in  justice  to  himself  and  his  party,  that  he 
should  go  back  to  the  House  and  make  the 
explanation  he  did.  For  years  past,  whenever 
-the  Agent- QeneraJ  went  Home  he  received 
£500  to  defray  his  expenses  thither,  and  at  the 
-end  of  his  term  he  received  another  £500 
to  bring  him  back  to  the  colony  —  £1,000  in 
all — and  they  had  paid  that  without  demur. 
Taking  the  cost  charged  for  the  149  days  he 
had  been  absent  on  this  trip,  he  said  they  had 
never  had  a  more  economical  representation 
since  they  had  had  a  Parliament.  He  did  not 
think  it  fair,  under  the  circumstances,  for  the 
honourable  member  to  say  that  the  items  were 
-exceedingly  extravagant.  They  were  not  so; 
and,  that  being  so,  he  hoped  the  Oommittee 
would  pass  the  item  and  let  them  get  on  with 
the  business  of  the  country.  In  future  he 
would  refuse  to  place  himself  or  his  party  in 
the  i>osition  in  which  they  had  been  placed  in 
this  matter.  If  he  had  for  a  moment  contem- 
plated that  it  would  occur  he  would  have  done 
as  another  Prime  Minister  had  done,  and  in- 
•sisted  on  the  money  being  voted  before  he  went 
Home  at  all,  so  that  he  might  not  be  made  the 
means  of  making  political  capital  against  the 
party  and  himself  on  his  return.  Had  he  done 
so  he  did  not  think  the  House  would  have 
hesitated  to  vote  that  £1,750,  as  it  voted  £8,000 
for  the  CSontingent. 

Oaptain  BUSSBLL  said  there  was  nothing 
for  lum  to  say.  The  Premier  had  given  them 
the  items  of  the  expenditure  which  he  incurred 
on  his  trip  to  England.  He  (Oaptain  Bussell) 
had  contended  all  along  it  was  right  the  people 
•of  the  colony  should  know  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Premier,  or  by  any  Minister,  on  his 
trip.  This  information  being  now  given,  it  was 
his  duty  to  receive  it  without  demur.  Having 
achieved  a  statement  of  the  amounts,  he  would 
fulfil  his  promise,  given  before  the  Premier's 
departure,  and  wotdd  not  cavil  at  the  figures 
put  before  them. 

Vote,  £21,827,  agreed  to. 


OtJkBB  IV.— JuSnOB  DaPAKTMSHT. 

Vote,  Department  of  Justice  and  Patent 
Office,  £1,625,  agreed  to. 

Grown  Law  Office,  £2,406. 

Mr. TANNEB  said  the  item,  "Assistant  Law 
Officer  (also  Bevising  Barrister,  Friendly  Socie- 
ties, £50),  £550,"  was  a  vote  involving  a  subject 
to  which  he  had  previously  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  House,  and  he  considered  that  he  was 
justified  in  complaining  as  he  did  in  this  con- 
nection. Last  year  the  Premier  stated  that 
the  gentleman  against  whom  the  complaints 
should  be  made  was  the  Bevislbg  Barrister,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  promised  that  with- 
in twelve  months  there  would  be  a  sensible 
alteration  for  the  better.  Had  that  alteration 
taken  place,  or  was  It  contemplated  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  after  the  debate  which 
took  place  the  other  night  he  received  a 
memorandum  from  the  responsible  officer 
showing  the  cause  of  the  friction.  Beally  it 
lay  in  a  nutshell.  Many  friendly  societies 
were  not  in  a  financially  sound  position.  The 
rules  were  intended  to  safeguard  the  societies. 
He  had  asked  that  the  particular  rule  which 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  friction  should  be 
submitted  to  outside  legal  advice.  It  was  his 
desire  that  there  should  be  no  friction,  and 
that  the  Government  officers  should  lend  their 
assistaDce  to  the  friendly  societies.  Where 
assistance,  could  be  rendered  and  tact  exercised 
he  thought  that  should  be  done. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  contest  between  the 
Bevising  Barrister  and  the  friendly  societies 
was,  as  to  certain  rules  which  the  societies  had 
made,  whether  the  Bevising  Barrister  should 
have  the  right  to  negative  them.  His  opinion 
was  that  the  Bevising  Barrister  had  strained 
his  authority. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  a  serious  state- 
ment  for  the  Premier  to  make — that  many  of 
these  societies  were  financially  unsound,  and 
such  a  statement  must  still  further  tend  to 
weaken  the  societies. 

Mr.'  SLIOO  said  the  complaint  had  been  all 
along  that  the  Bevising  Barrister  attempted  to 
meddle  with  things  that  the  law  gave  him  no 
jurisdiction  over.  He  said  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  insist  that  the  friendly  societies 
should  not  be  wrecked  and  ruined,  as  there 
was  great  danger  of  their  being  so  if  this  sort 
of  thing  was  allowed  to  continue. 

Mr.  TANNEB  said  his  complaint  was  that 
friendly  societies  and  similar  associations  had 
the  utmost  difficulty  in  getting  their  rules  re- 
gistered in  any  reasonable  way  whatever.  The 
societies  complained  of  long  and  almost  inter- 
minable delays.  He  wished  to  indorse  the 
statement  made  that  the  Bevising  Barrister 
did  not  deal  with  the  question  of  finance  at 
all. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  point  out  to  the  Premier 
that  if  he  would  convene  a  conference  of  dele- 
gates representing  all  solvent  friendly  societies 
the  Begistrar  and  Bevising  Barrister  might  be 
there,  and  they  could  then  thresh  their  griev- 
ances out ;  and  let  the  Premier  also  be  present, 
when  he  would  be  able  at  once  to  grasp  what 
was  the  difficulty  between  them.    That  was,  in 
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his  opipion,  tho  only  soluiioii  of  the  difficulty. 
The  trouble  was  that  the  BeTising  Barrister  in- 
sisted on  rejecting  rales  that  were  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  the  land,  and  which 
ought  in  fairness  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  thoaght  the  Bevising  Barris- 
ter was  not  altogether  to  blame,  as  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  had  said.  ^I^smbers  did  make 
their  rales,  bat  they  mast  make  them  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  general  rales  which  came 
oat  from  their  Order  in  the  Mother-coantry, 
and  these  were  sc^metimes  not  in  accordance 
with  oar  Friendly  Societies  Act,  and  the  Bevis- 
ing Barrister  conseqnently  could  not  give  his 
certificate.  The  Begistrar  should  see  that  the 
contributions  of  the  members  were  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  engagements  they  entered  into, 
and  some  of  them  were  practically  bankrupt 
for  want  of  this  assurance. 

Mr.  MOBBISON  cordially  agreed  with  the 
remarks  made  by  the  junior  member  for  Bun- 
edin  City  (Mr.  Sligo)  in  connection  with  the 
difficulties  that  had  arisen  with  the  Bevising 
Barrister  and  the  friendly  societies.  It  was 
purely  a  case  of  registration  of  rules.  With  re- 
ference to  what  had  been  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Holland) 
about  bankrupt  societies,  he  begged  to  assure 
him  that  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that  a 
single  lodge  of  any  Order  in  the  colony  was 
bankrupt.  Taking  a  fair  average  of  all  friendly 
societies,  every  one  of  them  was  adding  to  its 
reserve  funds  more  or  less  year  by  year.  The 
friendly  societies  were  doing  good  work,  and, 
instead  of  being  retarded,  harassed,  and  perse- 
cuted as  they  had  been  for  some  considerable 
time,  they  should  rather  be  encouraged  by  the. 
State  to  continue  the  good  work  they  had  in 
hand. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Gaversham  did  not  fully  understand  what  a 
valuation  meant.  A  valuation  had  to  be  made 
to  find  out  what  were  the  liabilities,  and 
whether  there  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  claims 
that  might  be  preferred.  The  fall  in  the  rate 
of  interest  was  going  to  affect  friendly  societies 
and  the  thrifty  people  of  this  colony.  That 
was  going  to  hit  friendly  societies  exceedingly 
hard. 

Vote,  £2,405,  agreed  to. 

Supreme  Court,  £6,134. 

Captain  BUSSELL  would  like  some  ex- 
planation  as  to  why  the  Begistrar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Wellington  received  a  less 
salary  than  the  Begistrars  at  Auckland, 
Christchurch,  and  Dunedin.  He  had  the 
extra  duties  connected  with  the  Court  of 
Appeal  imposed  upon  him;  and  why  was  he 
paid  less  salary,  as  he  appeared  to  have  more 
work? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  only  reason  he 
could  give  was  that  he  was  a  junior  officer,  and 
no  doubt  in  time  he  would  work  up  to  the 
higher  salary. 

Mr.    BUCHANAN  said    the    Begistrar    at 

Wellington,  though  the  junior  of  some  of  the 

others,  had  been  Begistrar  for  a  good  many 

years,  and  he  was  doing  extra  work  which  other 

Mr,  Kelly 


Begistrars  had  not  to  perform.  He  ■honltf 
therefore  have  an  equal  salary,  at  least. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  Begistrar  at  Welling- 
ton did  fifty  per  cent,  more  work  than  the  other 
Begistrars,  and  he  was  paid  less  salary.  The 
whole  of  the  Justice  Department  were  under- 
paid, and  certainly  the  salary  of  this  offioer 
should  be  increased. 

Captain  BUSSELL  asked,  why  should  an 
officer,  because  he  was  grey-headed,  be  paid  a 
higher  salary  than  a  more  efficient  young  one  ? 
A  gentleman  recently  imported  into  the  Ciyil 
Service  and  sent  to  the  Wairarapa  as  Stinen- 
diary  Magistrate  was  receiving  a  higher  ssJary 
than  many  an  official  who  had  more  to  do. 
This  Begistrar,  as  Begistrar  of  the  Appeal 
Court,  had  more  work  at  a  smaller  salajy 
than  the  Begistrars  in  the  other  centres,  Thia 
was  not  fair  treatment  of  that  offioer.  It 
was  only  right  that  this  gentleman  should  be 
in  the  same  position  as  the  Begistrars  in  the 
other  large  centres. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  nothing  at  all 
political  in  this  case.  The  Minister  of  Juetioe, 
however,  had  promised  to  make  inquiries  into 
the  matter. 

Vote,  £6,184,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Bankruptoy,  £4,787,  agreed  to. 

District,  Magistrates',  and  Wardens'  Coorts, 
£48,958. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  drew  attention  to  the  large 
amount  of  work  performed  by  the  Warden  and 
Magistrate  at  the  Thames.  He  thoaght  the 
Clerks  and  Beceivers  of  Gold  Bevenue  roceived 
too  small  a  salary,  taking  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  work  they  had  to  do  and  the 
responsibility  which  rested  on  them.  A  yery 
large  amount  of  money  passed  through  their 
hands.  The  Clerks  and  Beceivers  of  Qold  Reve- 
nue at  the  Thames,  Coromandel,  and  Paeroa 
were  deserving  of  consideration. 

Mr.  B.  McKBNZIE  said  there  were  onlj  twi> 
Wardens  and  Magistrates  on  the  West  Coast. 
The  number  should  be  increased.  The  ad* 
ministration  of  justice  on  the  West  Coast  was 
something  scandalous  at  the  present  time. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka  that  there  were  too  few 
Wardens  on  the  West  Coast.  It  might  be  well 
to  fix  a  District  Judge  at  Greymouth  to  do  the 
appellate  work  and  the  Magistrate's  work,  and 
also  keep  on  the  other  two  Wardens.  Two 
Wardens  were  not  sufficient  for  the  West  Coast. 
He  wanted  to  know  why  a  lawyer  was  reoently 
appointed  a  Magistrate  at  £450,  whilst  a  num- 
ber of  other  Magistrates  who  had  been  for  years 
in  the  service  only  received  £400. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  received  no 
complaints  from  the  Clerks  and  Beoeivers  of 
Goldflelds  Bevenue  about  being  underpaid. 
Some  extra  oadete  had  been  appointed  to 
assist  with  their  work.  With  respect  to  the 
Wardens  on  the  West  Coast,  there  was  na 
doubt  the  work  had  increased ;  and  he  would 
say  again,  if  the  work  was  found  to  be  too 
great,  provision  would  haye  to  be  made  for  it. 
As  to  the  point  raised  by  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  it 
was  his  intention  to  bring  the  question  of  the 
salaries  of  the  Wardens  and  Magistrates  under 
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the  review  of  his  ooUeagues  before  the  snpple- 
mentary  estimates  were  brought  down. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,  with  that  assurance  he 
would  say  no  more  about  the  matter,  but  would 
wait  till  the  supplementary  estimates  were 
brought  down. 

Malor  STBWABD  wished  to  know  what  had 
been  done  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  at  Living- 
stone, whose  salary  last  year  was  set  down  at 
£185,  and  whether  the  cadet  set  down  at  £65 
was  to  take  his  place. 

Mr.  T.THOMPSON  said  this  Clerk  had  been 
transferred,  and  the  cadet  had  taken  his  place. 

Major  STEWABD  wished  the  Minister  to 
explain  the  discrepancies  between  the  salaries 
of  the  Clerks  of  the  Court  at  Ashburton  (£170), 
Timaru  (£275),  and  Oamaru  (£250),  seeing  that 
it  was  stated  on  good  authority  that  the  amount 
of  business  transacted  at  Ashburton  was  as 
large,  at  any  rate,  as  that  transacted  at  Timaru. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  Clerk  at  Timaru 
was  an  officer  of  twenty  years'  standing,  and 
the  Clerk  at  Ashburton  was  a  junior  officer, 
who  had  received  promotion  on  being  sent 
there  to  take  the  place  of  the  former  Clerk, 
who  was  in  receipt  of  £210.  No  doubt  the 
Ashburton  officer  would  work  himself  up  in  the 
service.  He  had  received  a  small  increase  on 
being  transferred. 

Major  STEWABD  thought  the  amount  of 
business  transacted  and  the  smartness  or 
ability  of  officers  should  be  items  for  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  the  question  of 
remuneration.  He  knew  that  the  officer  at 
Ashburton  was  a  smart  and  capable  officer. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  draw  the  Minis- 
"ier's  attention  to  the  discrepancy  between  the 
-salary  of  the  District  Judge  of  Canterbury, 
Otago,  and  Westland,  and  that  of  the  District 
Judge  for  Wanganui  District,  the  amounts 
being  £900  and  £500  respectively.  There  could 
be  no  justification  for  such  unfairness  as  this, 
and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  bring  this 
^question  under  review,  with  the  other  matters 
that  he  had  promised  to  bring  before  Cabinet. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  District  Judges  were 
-not  sufficiently  paid  for  the  work  they  did  and 
the  responsibility  they  had,  and  he  trusted  the 
Minister  would  consider  the  case  of  these 
Judges. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  already 
^ven  the  assurance  that  the  whole  question 
would  be  brought  before  Cabinet. 

Mr.  MONTQOMEBY  moved.  That  progress 
be  reported. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  progress  be  reported.'* 
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Majority  against,  6. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £43,953,  agreed  to. 

Native  Land  Court,  £13,965. 

Mr.  HEKB  asked  whether  the  Government 
intended  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  abolish  the  Native 
Land  Court  this  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  deal 
with  the  matter  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  thought  the  partition  of 
Native  titles  should  not  be  referred  to  Magis- 
trates who  had  no  knowledge  of  Native  custom. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  particular 
hurry  in  the  matter,  and  the  Government 
would  be  advised  by  those  who  were  best  able 
to  give  advice. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  Judges  of  the  Native 
Land  Court  should  stay  in  one  district  until 
the  cases  were  decided  as  far  as  practicable. 

Vote,  £18,956,  agreed  to. 

Validation  of  Native  titles,  £1,550. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  appointed  a  Judge  to  deal  with  the 
validation  of  titles  under  the  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  Mr.  Batham  had 
been  appointed  and  was  now  at  work. 

Vote,  £1,550,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Criminal  Prosecutions,  £12,500,  agreed 
to. 

Vote,  Coroners  Act,  £2,500,  agreed  to. 

Prisons.  £28,002. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  for  an  explanation  in  con- 
nection with  the  Hokitika  Gaol. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  had  been  a  change 
in  the  Governors,  and  the  one  now  in  charge 
received  a  less  salary. 

Mr.  MILLAB  asked  how  long  warders  were 
supposed  to  work. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  the  meat  supplied  to 
prisoners  was  of  a  very  inferior  description. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  warders  were 
expected  to  work  nine  hours.  They  had  fifteen 
days'  holiday  a  year ;  they  had  half  a  day  on 
Saturday,  and  every  alternate  Sunday.  With 
regard  to  the  meat  supplied  to  prisoners,  all  he 
could  say  was  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it  was 
as  good  as  he  had  on  his  own  table,  and  he 
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bad  heard  no  oom]^laint8.    The  matter  would 
be  looked  into  and  inquiry  made. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  suggested  that  arrangements 
should  be  made  by  which  women  Justioes  of 
the  Peace  should  be  Visiting  Justices  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  refractory  women 
prisoners.  There  was  a  feeling  that  the  power 
of  dealing  with  such  offenders  should  be  given 
to  women. 

Mr.  HOGG  did  not  think  many  women,  who 
generally  regarded  gaols  with  horror,  would 
readily  accept  offices  of  the  kind  suggested. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  quality  of  women 
would  readily  undertake  such  duties.  He  was 
rather  astonished  to  hear  the  question  of  diet 
raised.  The  next  thing  would  be  that  they 
would  want  luxuries  supplied  to  the  prisoners. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  prisoners  should  be  so 
treated  that  they  would  not  want  to  return  to 
gaol  again.  If  they  desired  to  discourage  crime 
they  must  make  the  gaols  places  that  would  not 
be  pleasant  habitations  for  any  class  of  the 
conununity. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  that  at  present,  while  the 
treatment  in  gaols  was  punitive,  it  was  neither 
deterrent  nor  reformatory.  He  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  give  the  Inspector  of  Prisons 
six  months'  leave  of  absence  on  full  pay  to 
study  the  prison  system  that  had  been  intro- 
duced in  New  York.  He  would  also  like  to 
know  according  to  what  system  the  matrons  of 
gaols  were  paid,  seeing  that  the  matron  at  Hoki- 
tika  received  £50,  and  the  matron  at  Inver- 
cargiU,  where  there  were  double  the  number  of 
prisoners,  received  £40. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  it  was  only  fair  to 
the  prison  authorities  to  remember  that  there 
had  been  a  decrease  in  crime  in  New  Zealand. 
It  was  being  continually  said  that  the  system 
of  education  was  causing  crime ;  but,  notwith- 
standing that  population  had  increased  to  a 
large  extent  since  1886,  there  were  no  fewer 
than  1,611  offenders  less  in  1896  than  there 
had  been  in  1886,  and  467  fewer  persons  who 
had  been  previously  convicted  passed  through 
the  gaols  in  18d6  than  in  1886.  Comparing 
1896  with  1895  the  decrease  in  male  prisoners 
was  105  and  in  female  prisoners  eleven.  He  did 
not  think  any  other  country  could  show  such  a 
large  increase  in  population  and  at  the  same 
time  such  an  enormous  decrease  in  crime.  He 
attributed  the  decrease  in  crime  to  the  increase 
in  education,  and  said  the  figures  cited  were  most 
eloquent  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  secular 
system  of  education,  notwithstanding  what  the 
clergy  were  constantly  saying  as  to  the  results 
that  were  flowing  from  the  secular  system,  and 
the  need  there  was  for  the  introduction  into 
the  schools  of  a  Scriptural  text-book.  The 
Prisons  Report  ought  to  be  circulated  and 
thought  over,  seeing  the  insidious  attacks  that 
were  constantly  made  upon  the  education 
system  in  reference  to  crime.  He  also  desired 
to  refer  to  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  Act 
introduced  by  Mr.  Tole,  the  First  Offenders' 
Probation  Act.  The  additional  expense  of  the 
gaol  at  Hokitika  was,  he  thought,  a  relic  of 
provincialism.  Something,  he  thought,  should 
be  done  to  lessen  the  cost,  which,  being 
Mr.  T.  Tfumpson 


£96  12s.  3d.  per  annum  per  prisoner,  mm  p«r- 
fectly  ridiculous. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  might  say  that  under 
the  existing  law  women  could  not  be  appointed 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  therefore  could  noi 
act  as  Visiting  Justices.  They  had  at  the  pie- 
sent  time  women  appointed  Official  Viaiton,. 
who  might  be  present  if  they  desired  on  the 
occasions  referred  to.  With  regard  to  the  re- 
lative salaries  of  the  matrons  at  Hokitika  and 
Invercargill  Gaols,  he  might  say  the  matron  at 
Invercargill  was  the  wife  of  the  gaoler  thaie, 
but  the  matron  at  Hokitika  was  not  related  to 
any  of  the  officials. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  thought  it  ought  to  be  moi- 
tioned  that  the  prison  system  did  adopt  what 
was  reoonmiended  by  many  advanced  prison 
reformers — ^namely,  the  polioe-matron  system — 
so  that  practically  all  female  prisoners  wera 
under  female  control. 

Vote,  £28,002,  agreed  to. 

Office  of  Industries  and  Commerce,  £1,075. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wished  for  some  information 
on  the  item  of  salaries.  Last  year  there  ware 
two  officers,  and  this  year  only  one,  and  the 
salary  was  £825.  What  were  tibe  functions  of 
the  officer,  and  where  was  he  located  ? 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  this  was  one  of  the 
best  officers  in  the  service ;  he  did  a  lot  of  work 
outside  the  department. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  clerk  got  £25  for 
services  as  Private  Secretary  in  addition.  The 
officer  was  Mr.  Amelius  Smith;  he  was  in 
charge,  and  his  functions  consisted  in  attend- 
ing to  correspondence  from  various  Chambers- 
of  Commerce  at  Home  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  MONK  wanted  to  know  what  was  the 
meaning  of  the  item,  "  For  promotion  of  sale 
of  New  Zealand  produce  in  the  United  King- 
dom, £250."  There  was  also  the  item  of  *'  Con- 
tingencies, £500,"  which  he  would  like  to  know 
something  about. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  asked  in  what  way  were 
the  salaries  of  the  commercial  agents  to  be  ap- 
pointed throughout  Great  Britain  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  Under  ^what  vote  would  the  itema 
come  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  meant  to  bring  down 
a  vote  to  the  House  in  the  supplementary 
estimates  in  connection  with  these  salanee^ 
As  for  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata,  he  might  say  that  in  respect 
to  the  item  of  £250  there  was  a  dispute  as  to- 
the  liability  of  the  colony,  and  the  money  had 
not  yet  been  paid  over.  About  eighteen  months 
ago  there  was  a  shipment  of  timber  sent  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  question  was  aa 
to  the  payment  of  half  of  the  amount. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand that  Mr.  Freyberg,  the  timber  ajqpert,. 
was  no  longer  in  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  such  was  the  case. 

Vote,  £1,075,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous  services,  £4,550. 
Mr.  HEKE  asked  the  Premier  if  he  would 
take  into  consideration  the  introduction  of  a- 
measure  dealing  with  matters  that  had  been. 
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uodiu  Ihe  afttoDtion  of  the  Native  Afiabn  Oom- 


Mr.  SEDDON  was  sore  he  would  have  the 
aeeiatanoe  of  the  honooxahle  genileman  on  the 
Gommittee,  and  he  could  lay  that  with  the 
time  at  his  disposal  he  would  do  what  he  ooold 
with  the  matters  that  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Oommittee. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  if  them  was  any  po- 
vision  in  the  oontingency  vote  for  the  services 
of  a  man  who  was  employed  in  the  eompilation 
of  a  history  of  New  Zealand  for  some  purpose 
or  other.  This  gentleman  was  employea  in 
some  department  arranging  certain  State  docu- 
ments, and  he  (Bftr.  Taylor)  would  like  to  know 
if  his  salary  was  included  m  the  contingencies. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  fehe  vote  was  for 
work  performed  in  connection  with  the  Native 
Ijand  Court.  He  did  not  know  anything  of  the 
officer  to  whom  the  honourable  member  re- 
ferred. 

Vote,  £4,560,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Post  and  Tblbqbaph  Depabt- 

MSNT. 

Postal  and  Telegraph  salaries,  £216,598. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  urged  that  some  system 
should  be  adopted  of  appointing  cadets,  either 
by  the  nomination  of  a  certain  number  from 
each  electoral  district  or  by  competition. 
At  present  the  ^hing  was  utterly  ridiculous. 
There  were  now  about  three  thousand  names 
on  the  list,  and  the  applicants  were  taken  hap- 
haaard  and  under  no  rule  at  all.  Some  who 
had  been  on  the  list  for  years  got  no  chance, 
while  others  who  had  been  on  for  only  a  few 
months  were  selected. 

Mr.  SEDDON  confessed  that  the  honourable 
member  was  right— there  was  no  system,  but 
it  would  be  better  if  there  was  one.  At  present 
boys  were  taken  on  as  messengers,  and  from 
that  post  they  went  to  the  operating-room,  and 
so  worked  their  way  up ;  but  there  was  really 
no  Bvstem.  The  matter  was  one  that  wanted 
thinking  out,  and  possibly  a  scheme  might  be 
deTised  by  which  a  fair  share  of  the  cadets 
oould  be  apportioned  to  each  district. 

Mr.  BOIjLaBD  asked  for  some  information 
about  letter-carriers.  In  Wellington,  one  who 
had  been  three  vears  and  three-quarters  in  the 
service  received  a  salarv  of  £120,  another  was 
on  the  same  footing,  and  a  third,  who  had  been 
in  the  service  for  two  years  and  a  quarter,  got 
the  same  salary.  In  Auckland,  one  of  the  men 
who  had  been  in  the  service  five  years  and  a 
half  got  £85,  another  with  three  years  and 
three  quarters'  service  got  £85,  and  another 
with  one  year  and  a  quarterns  service  got  £85, 
and  another  with  four  years  and  a  quarter's 
servioe  got  £75,  while  two  others  who  had  been 
a  year  and  a  half  in  the  service  got  £65. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  state  of  affairs  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honourable  member  was 
oaused  by  the  officers  failing,  when  the  classi- 
fication scheme  was  introduced,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  redress  afforded  them  within  a 
given  time.  He  might  say,  however,  that  the 
matter  was  one  that  was  now  being  looked 
into. 


Mr.  MONTOOMBBY  asked  how  many  of 
the  1,628  officers  were  employed  temporarily, 
and  what  was  the  reason  for  the  increase  of 
fifty  offioers  during  the  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  their  offioers  were 
now  all  permanent.  There  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  employed  at  the  time  of  the 
mining  boom,  and  also  on  account  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  sixpenny  telegram  system. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  was  not  satisfied  with  the  ez- 
planation  given  by  the  Postmaster-General  aa 
to  the  increase  in  the  telephone  rates.  The 
total  oost  for  all  oonneotions  on  the  telephone 
system  since  its  inception  in  1882  had  been 
£184,299,  and,  as  against  that,  there  had  been 
written  oil  a  sum  of  £100,212.  The  wear-and- 
tear  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent, 
must  be  divided  into  two  portions.  £50,000 
would  go  for  interest  during  the  time  the  sys- 
tem had  been  in  existence,  and  £50,000  for 
wear- and- tear.  Now,  what  was  going  on  waa 
that  the  wear-and-tear,  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent.,  had  been  charged  until  the  Beserve  Fund 
for  depreciation,  amounting  to  £50,000,  had 
been  written  ofi  up  to  1897.  But  the  ohaige 
for  wear -and -tear  was  still  being  made  on 
the  total  oost  of  the  installation  up  to  date. 
Surely  it  was  reasonable  that  the  subscribers 
should  demand  that  the  total  cost  of  the 
installation,  £184,000,  should  be  written  down 
by  the  amount  of  the  aocrued  Beserve  Fund, 
and  that  when  they  were  charged  interest 
for  the  telephone  system  it  should  only  be 
interest  upon  the  amount  of  ths  capital  the 
colony  was  now  liable  for  on  account  of  this 
department.  The  method  of  dealing  with  the 
telephone  accounts  was  simply  one  means  of 
blinding  the  people  as  to  what  they  had  to  pay 
for  the  service.  The  annual  profit  formerly 
made  had  now  dwindled  down  to  a  loss,  the 
total  revenue  from  all  sources  last  year  being 
£29,243,  and  £2  extra  was  now  levied  on  all 
subscribers  who  used  the  system.  He  thought 
the  jump  of  £2  a  connection  was  altogether 
too  much,  and  not  warranted  by  the  operations 
of  the  department  since  its  establishment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  had  been  no  change 
in  the  system  of  book-keeping.  In  1892  the 
rates  were  reduced,  and  the  loss  was  then  made. 
The  honourable  member  told  the  House  the 
annual  earnings  were  now  only  £29,000,  and 
he  did  not  dispute  that  there  had  been  a  losa 
in  the  method  of  capitalising  the  returns  and 
expenses  of  £5,742  for  1897.  Although  there 
had  been  an  increase  of  £2  per  connection,  he 
might  say  that  the  rates  in  New  Zealand 
were  much  lower  than  in  the  other  colonies. 
In  his  opinion,  in  the  past  they  had  not  had 
a  sufficient  reserve  fund ;  and  he  also  thought 
a  mistake  was  made  when  the  charges  were  re- 
duced. If  they  had  never  been  reduced  he  did 
not  suppose  there  would  have  been  a  single 
complaint,  but,  once  having  made  a  reduction, 
it  was  very  difficult  to  ko  back  to  the  old  rates. 
Begarding  the  Beserve  Fund,  which  the  honour- 
able member  put  at  £89,000,  be  (Mr.  Seddon) 
oould  not  understand  how,  under  any  system 
of  book-keeping,  that  reserve  should  be  deducted 
from  the  total  amount  spent  in  the  oonneo- 
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tionB.  Probably  this  was  a  case,  however,  in 
which  reform  was  required,  and  he  would  look 
into  the  question  of  the  basis  upon  which  the 
calculations  were  made. 

Mr.  J.  ALLBN  said  there  was  very  serious 
necessity  for  reform  in  this  department,  which 
had  been  managed  so  as  to  manufacture  a  loss 
for  the  last  four  or  five  years.  Table  No.  20, 
F.-l,  disclosed  the  fact  that  10  per  cent.— of 
which  5  per  cent,  was  for  wear-and-tear — was 
set  aside  each  year,  but  the  amount  so  set 
aside  for  depreciation  was  not  credited  to  the 
Capital  Account,  which  had  been  carried  to 
the  full  each  year.  Oonsequently  the  amount 
for  wear-and-tear  had  gone  on  increasing  in  a 
progressive  way,  inasmuch  as  the  10  per  cent, 
was  now  charged  on  the  capital  not  written 
^own,  though  provision  had  been  made  for 
such  writing-off.  There  was  another  reason 
that  loss  was  made:  the  cost  of  running  the 
department  had  increased  in  a  much  greater 
ratio  than  the  revenue.  He  asked  why  the 
expenses  had  increased  so  much  in  proportion ; 
lUso,  whether  it  was  true  that  the  telephone 
plant  was  being  renewed  out  of  profits.  This 
matter  of  book-keeping  wanted  looking  into. 
The  Premier  would  doubtless  admit  that  re- 
form ought  to  be  made,  and  that  the  telephone 
•charges  should  be  reduced  to  what  they  were 
two  years  ago. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Telephone  Depart- 
ment seemed  to  have  proceeded  on  the  lines 
adopted  by  the  immortal  Sam  Slick  for  selling 
his  clocks.  They  had  in  the  first  place  tempted 
people  into  subscribing  by  charging  only  £5  per 
annum,  and,  after  a  time,  when  the  telephone 
was  felt  by  business  people  to  have  become  a 
necessity,  the  charge  was  raised  to  £7,  so  that 
the  department  was  now  able  to  mikke  a  nice 
tittle  thing  out  of  it.  There  had  been  a  consider- 
able amount  of  justifiable  resentment  against 
this  unfair  exaction,  and  the  agitation  against 
it  would  not  cease  until  justice  had  been  done. 
He  agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  that  the  book-keeping  had  been  of  a 
character  which  would  not  bear  investigation. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  already  promised 
to  go  carefully  into  the  matter.  Probiebbly  the 
percentage  set  down  for  wear-and-tear  was  not 
•sufficient,  as  in  keeping  the  office  up  to  date 
the  extra  cost  of  improvements  would  have  to 
be  taken  into  consideration ;  but  at  the  same 
time  there  were  many  items  of  expenditure 
tliat  could  not  be  charged  to  Capital  Account, 
but  must  come  out  of  revenue. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  that  the  con- 
flideration  of  these  items  should  be  postponed, 
so  that  they  might  be  more  carefully  looked 
into. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  pointed  out  that  there  were 
many  items  of  increased  expenditure  that  re- 
<quired    explanation.     The    cost   for  lighting, 

Saper,  printing,  et  ceUra^  had  increased  to 
ouble  the  amount  between  1895  and  1896. 
Between  1896  and  1897  there  was  not  a  penny 
written  off  Capital  Account,  as  would  have  been 
done  by  any  private  company  under  similar 
circumstances.  The  increase  for  salaries  and 
allowances  of  clerks  had  increased  in  one  year  i 


by  £8,000  nearly,  and  he  could  not  undentand 

how  that  could  be  with  a  revenue  of  £39,000. 
Many  things  had  been  put  down  that  ought 
not  to  have  been  charged  to  the  department  at 
all,  and  the  whole  thing  was  an  excuse  for  the 
Government  to  get  more  revenue  by  inoraaaiog 
the  telephone  rates. 

Mr.  J.  ALLBN  thought  he  was  right  in 
stating  there  were  111  free  telephone-connec- 
tions, and  this  was  added  to  the  working  cost 
The  private  subscribers,  therefore,  had  to  pay 
for  these  free  connections. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Premier  took 
credit  for  crediting  the  railway  service  with 
work  done  for  various  departments,  and  why 
did  he  not  follow  a  similar  course  with  regard 
to  the  Telephone  Department  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  free  telephones  were 
the  ones  used  in  the  Postal  Department  itself. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  entle- 
man  could  not  deny  there  were  other  free 
telephones  granted  under  conditions  which 
could  not  be  defended. 

Mr.  SLIGO  said  the  subscribers  would  not 
make  the  noise  they  did  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  they  felt  they  were  being  unjustly 
treated  in  the  raising  of  the  annual  sub- 
scription. 

Mr.  HOGQ  pointed  out  that  in  proportion  as 
the  number  of  subscribers  increased  the  ooet 
increased,  which  was  only  reasonable,  seeing 
that  for  £7  a  year  subscribers  were  connected 
with  more  than  double  the  number  of  persons 
that  they  were  connected  withMor  £5. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
increased  cost,  there  were  thirty-four  cadets 
in  1892  at  £40  a  year,  and  twen^  in  1898  at 
£40,  which  made  an  increase  of  £2,500.  As  to 
the  question  of  rent,  and  the  increase  in  that 
respect,  up  to  1895  no  rent  was  charged  for 
buildings.  Since  that  time  they  had  been 
charged  on.  the  capital  value  in  the  form  of 
rent.    This,  he  considered,  was  a  fair  charge. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wanted  to  know  how  it  was 
that  a  member  of  Parliament  had  a  telephone 
bureau  placed  in  his  private  residence.  This 
was  to  all  intents  purely  a  private  telephone 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  and 
it  was  said  that  it  was  there  chiefly  for  his  own 
convenience,  and  was  closed  when  he  was  away 
from  home. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  said  the  telephone  was 
not  dosed  as  stated ;  there  were  always  servants 
to  answer  it,  and  the  house  was  never  dosed. 

Mr.  PIBANI  wished  to  know  what  revenoe 
was  obtained  from  this  telephone. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  now  for  the  first 
time,  after  what  had  been  said,  it  dawned  on 
him  where  this  telephone  was.  It  was  in  a 
scattered  district,  and  the  population  had  free 
access  to  it.  There  was  no  charge,  and  oon- 
sequently no  revenue.  It  was  not  a  private 
telephone,  but  a  public  one. 

Mr.  PIRANI  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the 
neglect  of  the  Postal  Department  to  rescue  the 
mails  from  the  "  Tasmania."  There  was  some- 
thing radically  wrong  when  a  department  like 
this  could  not  more  promptly  and  efficiently 
take  steps  to  recover  mails  of  snoh  great  value 
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as  the  mails  that  had  been  lost  in  this  Tessel. 
The  mails  were  actaally  lying  in  the  water  for 
six  weeks  before  any  serioas  attempt  was  made 
to  get  them  out,  and  then  proper  facilities  were 
not  proTided  to  enable  the  diver  to  aooomplish 
his  work.  Had  proper  steps  been  taken,  it  ie 
pcobable  the  mails  might  have  been  recovered 
within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  The  whole 
affair  had  been  a  lamentable  exhibition  of  in- 
oompetence,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  woald 
make  a  thorough  inquiry  into  it. 

Mr.  MILLAB  noticed  that  the  total  increase 
over  last  year  was  £8,000.  He  wished  to  know 
what  steps  it  waa  proposed  to  take  to  reduce 
the  enormous  amount  they  had  to  pay  towards 
the  Press  Association.  There  was  a  cost  of 
over  £26,000  a  yeir  to  the  colony,  to  supply 
newspapers  with  messages  for  which  they 
should  pay  out  of  their  own  pockets.  It  was 
the  money  of  the  colony^that  was  being  paid 
skway  for  those  private  institutions,  and  the 
time  had  now  arrived  when  they  should  pay  a 
lacK®  share  of  the  money  themselves.  He 
-would  not  move  for  a  reduction  of  the  item 
this  year,  but  if  nothing  was  done  before  next 
year  he  would  certainly  move  for  a  reduction. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  spoke  about  the  establishment 
of  a  bureau  at  Blackball,  which  was  the  centre 
<>f  a  large  mining  district.  In  that  case  the 
answer  was  that  no  bureau  could  be  established 
unless  there  was  a  guarantee  of  £20  per  annum. 
It  had  been  possible,  however,  to  get  a  tele- 

fhone  established  for  a  private  member  of 
'arliament  without  any  charge  whatever,  and 
he  thought,  therefore,  that  the  refusal  in 
regard  to  an  importcknt  district  such  as  that 
he  referred  to  was  unreasonable,  and  in  strong 
oontrast   to  the  partiality  in  Mr.  Lamach's 


Mr.  PIBAKI  moved.  That  the  vote  be  re- 
dnced  by  £1.  He  wanted  to  get  an  explanation 
x>f  the  matter  from  the  Minister. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  made  four 
ancoessive  applications  for  telephone  connec- 
tions for  scattered  districts  on  the  east  coast  of 
the  Wairarapa  district,  and  had  failed  in  every 
•case  to  obtain  what  he  required.  In  the  last 
application  he  made,  to  connect  the  Pahaoa 
district  with  Martinborough,  he  was  told  the 
<KMt  would  be  about  £550,  that  the  estimated 
revenue  was  £16  per  annum,  and  that  the 
•estimated  annual  cost  of  maintenance,  in- 
•dluding  interest  and  fees,  was  £78  lOs.,  leaving 
a  deficiency  of  £57  lOs.  It  was  needless  to  say 
that  no  such  balance-sheet  was  required  in  the 
oase  of  a  telephone  for  a  member  of  the  right 
jaolitical  colour. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  also 
applied  for  telephone  extension,  and  he  had 
been  told  that  the  County  Council  must 
guarantee  a  certain  amount  per  annum  be- 
fore any  extension  could  be  made.  He  did 
not  think  this  was  fair,  seeing  that  a  member 
of  the  House  had  been  supplied  with  a  tele- 
phone service  free  of  charge.  It  was  nothing 
short  of  a  political  scandiJ. 

Mr.  SEDDON  desired  to  say  that  this  con- 
nection was  made  some  years  ago.  It  was  put 
4here  for  the  public  convenience.    As  far  as  the 


use  of  the  telephone  itself  was  concerned,  the 
owner,  he  presumed,  would,  if  speaking  to  any 
one  in  town,  have  it  free,  but  for  other  pur- 
poses he  paid  the  usual  charges.  If  he  sent 
any  telegrams  he  had  to  pay  for  them  the  same 
as  every  one  else.  If  any  of  his  neighbours 
sent  telefframs  they  paid  for  them  in  the  same 
way,  and  he  was  given  to  understand  there 
was  a  revenue  from  that  source.  He  did  not 
think  the  matter  was  one  that  should  be 
stigmatised  as  a  scandal.  The  telephone  was 
given  as  a  convenience  to  the  settlers  on  the 
Otago  Peninsula,  and  there  was  a  necessity  for 
it.  It  allowed  the  people  from  all  pares  of 
that  extensive  district  to  communicate  with 
Dunedin  and  elsewhere.  As  regarded  the  re- 
covery of  the  mails  from  the  "  Tasmania,"  be 
could  say  that  within  three  days  of  the  wreck 
a  diver  was  at  work,  but,  rough  weather  coming 
on,  the  work  cculd  not  be  gone  on  with.  A 
second  diver  was  set  to  work,  but  he  failed, 
and  recourse  was  then  had  to  one  of  the  best 
divers  in  Australia,  who  was  also  unsuccessful ; 
but  the  terms  under  which  he  was  working 
were  such  that,  if  recovery  had  been  at  all 
possible,  he  would  have  effected  it.  As  for 
Captain  Fairchild,  he  thought  there  was  no 
man  more  qualified  for  a  case  of  the  kind 
than  that  gentleman.  And  even  after  it  was 
said  that  the  mails  could  not  possibly  be 
recovered,  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  kept  the  steamer 
at  the  wreck,  thinking  there  might  still  be  a 
chance.  Then  the  wreck  was  sold,  and  the 
buyers  would  not  let  the  deck  be  blown  up. 
He  maintained  that  every  step  that  could  have 
been  taken  was  taken,  and  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  diver  that  success  did  not  attend  his 
efforts.  Begarding  the  Blackball  telephone, 
the  rule  was  that  a  guarantee  must  be  given 
in  oase  the  revenue  did  not  reach  expectations. 
If  it  did,  then  the  local  people  would  have 
nothing  to  pay.  He  thought  the  total  amount 
asked  by  way  of  guarantee  was  £84  from  the 
County  Council  and  £25  from  the  residents. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  the  slightest  risk 
in  giving  it,  but  the  rule  must  be  adhered  to. 
As  to  the  Press  Agency  telegrams,  he  did  not 
think  the  Press  Agency  was  altogether  respon- 
sible for  what  had  been  an  unfair  proceeding, 
as  he  believed.  It  rested  more  with  the  Press, 
but  the  blame  would  attach  to  the  Agency. 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  unfair,  and  inquiry 
would  be  made  into  the  matter,  and  he  would 
be  in  a  better  position  later  on  to  give  an 
answer.  Begaruing  the  increase  of  £8,000, 
owing  to  the  classification  there  was  an  in- 
crease this  vear  of  £1,000  on  that  account.  The 
feeling  of  the  employes  throughout  the  service 
was  most  satisfactory,  and  the  work  of  the 
department  was  very  creditable  to  it. 

Mr.  MASSEY  complained  that  youths  in  the 
Auckland  District  who  had  passed  the  Civil 
Service  examination  with  creait  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  oadetships  in  the  Postal  and  Tele- 
graph Department  had  been  passed  over  in 
favour  of  others  who  had  never  attempted  to 
pass  any  examination,  and  could  not  if  they 
tried.  IJnless  every  one  received  fair-play  the 
people  of  the  colony  would  demand  that  a 
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b«tt«r  syBtem  of  making  these  appointmenU 
shoold  be  adopted. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  there  was  no  department 
of  the  State  service  more  efficient  or  capable 
than  the  postal  and  telegraphic,  and  he  would 
be  the  last  man  to  touch  a  salary  that  was 
honestly  earned ;  bnt  he  desired  to  point  oat 
that  there  had  been  an  increase  of  nearly 
£dO,000  on  salaries  in  these  departments  in 
the  last  three  years,  and  he  wanted  to  know 
how  much  loDser  the  finances  of  the  colony 
could  go  on  without  breaking  down  under  the 
strain  of  the  mechanical  increase  in  the  cost  of 
classified  departments.  Ministers  should  see 
that  the  increased  cost  of  classified  depart- 
ments was  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  the 
colony's  business  and  population. 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved,  **  That  progress 
be  reported." 


Allen,  J. 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Growther 

Fraser 

Heke 

Herries 

Kelly 

Lang 

Lethbridge 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Oadman 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Field 

Qilfedder 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Holland 

Houston 

Hutcheson,  J. 


Atkb,  so. 
Lewis 
McGuire 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McLean 
Massey 
Monk 

Montgomery 
Moore 
Pirani 
Richardson 

Noes,  32. 
Joyce 
Kaihau 
Lamaoh 
Lawry 
MoGowan 
MoKenzie,  J. 
MoKenzie,  R. 
Meredith 
Millar 
Mills 
Morrison 


Russell 

Smith 

Stout 

Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Carson 
Sligo. 


O'Regan 

Parata 

Pere 

Seddon 

Steward 

Svmes 

Thompson,  T. 

Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Graham 
O'Meara. 


For. 
Hunter 
Hutcheson,  G. 
KoUeston 
Wason. 


Paibs. 


Againat 
Carncross 
Stevens 
Flatman 
Ward. 


Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  what  he  had  previously 
stated  had  been  misunderstood.  What  he 
wanted  to  do  was  to  pass  the  present  vote  and 
then  adjourn. 

Amendment,  To  reduce  the  vote  by  £1,  nega- 
tived. 

Vote,  £216,598,  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

FIRST  READING. 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks  Bill. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  eleven  o'clock  p.m.  (Wednesday). 
Mr.  Massey 


LBGI8LATIVB  COUNCIL, 

Wednesday,  lOtk  November,  2897. 

Third  Beading— Oamarn  BaUway-station— Acddsato 
on  Ysssels  in  Harboiu>-BiaDduig  p'  -  -  -  - 


The  Hon.  the  Spbajobb  took  the  chair  st 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-macks  Bill. 

OAMARU  RAILWAY-STATION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  it  is  their  intention  to  remove  or  im- 
prove the  Pamaru  Railway-station ;  and,  it  lo, 
when  steps  are  to  be  taken  with  either  of  thoM 
objeotsin  view? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.jO.  WAIjKER  8aid,liom  a 
departmental  point  of  view  improvements  nen 
oonsidered  necessary  with  regard  to  the  nol- 
wav-station  at  Oamaru.  The  department  wen 
endeavouring,  if  possible,  to  avoid  the  pnsMt 
difiioulty  of  workmg,  whioh  was  inevitable  » 
long  as  the  trains  had  to  run  in  and  run  out— 
reversing  on  the  same  lines ;  but  it  was  a  matter 
of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  and  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  at  the  present  moment  to  aay 
whether  the  work  would  be  done  this  year,  or 
when  it  would  be  done.  Meanwhile  he  ooold 
assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  wss  a 
matter  that  the  department  oonsidered  of  im- 
portance, and  they  were  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  improvement  about  at  as  early  a  date  ss 
possible. 

ACCIDENTS  ON  VESSELS  IN  HARBOUB. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  asked  the  Minister 
of  Education,  If  he  will  represent  to  the 
Minister  of  Marine  the  advisability  of  appoint- 
ing Inspectors,  or  instruct  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment, to  take  immediate  oognisanoe  of  sll 
acoidents  that  happen  to  men  on  vessels  at  the 
wharves  or  in  the  harbours  of  the  oolony  ?  At 
the  present  time  there  were  no  pexaons  qualified 
by  any  Act  for  the  purpose  of  taking  note  of 
accidents  which  might  occur  on  the  wfaarvm 
or  in  the  harbours,  unless  the  aooidenti 
happened  to  those  who  were  properly  aitioled 
seamen,  in  which  case  the  captain  would  have 
to  report  to  the  Customs  Department  the 
circumstances.  In  the  case  of  acotdents  te 
wharf-labourers,  and  others  employed  casoally 
on  vessels  in  discharging  cargo,  no  note  use 
taken  either  bv  the  Factory  Inspector,  Shippisg 
Officer,  or  anybody  oonneotod  with  the  Costoma 
Accidents  wore  frequently  occurring  to  men  en- 
gaged discharging  cargo,  and  in  three  instaneei 
he  knew  death  had  resulted.  Evidenoe  whioh 
ought  to  have  been  taken  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  was  not  secured  at  the  time,  with  the 
result  that  when  claims  for  compensation  wan 
made  by  the  widows  they  were  generally  de- 
feated in  Courts  of  law  owing  to  those  trii» 
were  on  the  vessels  at  time  of  accidents  haviaf 
sailed  away  to  other  ports.  He  knew  of  sevsitl 
such  accidents  which  had  occurred — ^more  fst* 
tioularly  at  Auckland  and  Lyttolton— and  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1897.]  Branding  Dis$a8$d  Cattle.   [COUNCIL.]     Branding  Diseased  Cattle.    64S 


)  brought  heion  the  GonrU  the  widow 
had 'been  defeated,  owing  to  the  accoonts  of 
the  oaoae  of  the  accident  being  given  second- 
hand. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  said,  of  oonrse 
■etinim  were  protected,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  admitted.  He  would  bring  the 
other  point  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine  to  see,  if  possible,  whether  provision 
eonld  be  made  to  meet  such  cases  as  he  had 
indioated. 

BRANDING  DISEASED  OATTLB. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS  moved,  That  it 
is  n$e€8iaryf  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health, 
the  Minister  far  AffrieuUure  issue  instructions 
to  all  appointed  Inspectors  of  Stock  to  imme- 
ddately  brand  ani$nals  that  the  said  Inspectors 
are  of  opinion  are  infected  with  tubeireulous  or 
any  other  disease ;  the  said  brand  to  be  the  word 
**  oondemned  "  in  letters  legible,  and  placed  in 
such  a  position  that  readily  meets  the  eye.  His 
object  in  putting  the  motion  on  the  Order 
Paper  was  this :  In  conversation  with  Inspec- 
tors in  the  Wellington  and  Taranaki  Districts 
they  had  told  him  that  they  had  oondemned 
etook  that  were  infected  with  various  diseases, 
and  in  some  instancee  the  owners  of  stock  had 
evaded  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  had  dis- 
posed of  by  seJe  the  animals  condemned.  Stock- 
owners  were  in  a  very  unfortunate  position 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  It  was  a  great 
hardship  for  a  farmer  to  lose  stock  which  was 
oondemned  by  the  Inspeotor,  as  there  was  no 
compensation  at  the  present  time.  Diseased 
oatUe  had  been  smuggled  from  one  part  of  the 
oonntry  to  another  and  sold.  He  knew  that 
such  a  case  had  occurred  recently  at  Stratford. 
Therefore  most  of  the  Inspectors  thought  that 
when  an  animal  was  reported  as  being  infected 
with  diSeaee  some  brand  should  immediately 
be  plaoed  on  the  animal,  so  that  any  butcher 
or  other  person  purchasing  stock  would  know 
they  were  diseased,  for  it  was  not  the  case  that 
animals  were  immediately  destroyed  when 
reported  on  by  Inspectors.  It  also  happened 
sometimes  that  when  animals  were  oondemned 
and  destroyed  the  carcases  were  given  to  the 
pigs,  and  disease  was  transmitted  in  that  way. 
He  noticed  that  in  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature a  Bill  had  been  introduced  by  the  Minis- 
ter for  Agriculture  which  would  probably  deal 
with  this  matter.  If  it  did  not,  he  would  take 
oooasion,  should  the  Bill  reach  the  Oouncil,  to 
move  a  new  clause  providing  that  animals  con- 
demned by  the  Inspectors  should  be  branded 
immediately  or  destroyed  in  the  presence  of  a 
duly  •authorised  person. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER,  was  in- 
formed that  in  the  case  of  animals  oondemned 
by  an  Inspector  such  animal  was  destroyed 
forthwith.  Therefore,  branding  was  hardly 
neoessarv.  When  the  Bill  alluded  to  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  came  before  the  Coun- 
oil  he  hoped  the  honourable  member  would 
aasist  in  getting  an  improvement  made  in  the 
law  in  the  particulars  he  had  drawn  atten- 
tion to. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS   said    he    had 


given  a  oaee  in  which  oondemned  animals  had 
been  sold  after  being  oondemned,  and  the  per- 
son ovming  the  stock  was  fined  £25  for  each 
animal  sold.  There  was  also  a  case  at  Pal- 
merston  North  where  a  heavy  fine  had  been  in- 
flicted for  a  similar  ease.  It  was  not  the  case 
that  condemned  animals  were  always  imme- 
diately destroyed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  said  he 
would  make  inquiries,  and  if  the  honourable 
gentleman's  statement  was  found  to  be  correct 
he  would  see  what  was  best  to  do  in  the 
matter. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  p.m» 


LEGISLATIVE  OOUNCIL. 

Thursday,  11th  November,  1897, 

Third  Beading— Native  Land  Laws  Bill— Inverear' 
gill  Baceoourse  Trustees  Empowering  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfxakxb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o*olock. 

Pbatbbb. 

THIRD  READING. 
Mining  Companies  Bill. 

NATIVE  LAND  LAWS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  the 
motion  was  in  consequence  of  a  message  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  asking  that  this 
Ck>unoil  should  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to 
confer  with  a  similar  Committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  a  certain  Bill 
relating  to  the  Native-land  laws.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Council  were  prepared  to 
accept  this  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  House- 
of  Representatives,  or  whether  they  wished  that 
he  should  enter  into  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced the  Qovemment  to  introduQe  the  Bill 
in  question  in  another  place.  He  would 
make  a  few  remarks  to  show  what  was 
the  tenor  of  the  Bill,  and  its  intentions. 
The  Bill  was  a  short  Bill,  containing  two 
clauses,  endeavouring  to  make  perfectly  clear 
the  tendency  and  effect  of  the  legislation  of 
the  last  three  years.  The  legislation  of  the 
years  1894,  1895,  and  1896  had  been  on  the 
question  of  private  dealings  with  Native  lands. 
In  the  year  1894  the  Legislature  most  em- 
phatically declared  that  private  dealings  in 
Native  lands  were  to  cease.  At  the  same  time 
those  with  incomplete  titles  had  to  face  the 
inevitable,  and  during  the  last  three  years  they 
had  been  endeavouring  to  get  the  incomplete 
titles  made  effective.  In  the  year  1894  there 
was  no  doubt  the  Legislature  ex|>r6ssed  its  de- 
termination in  respect  to  those  private  dealings, 
and,  while  it  acknowledged  leases  and  nur- 
chases  of  Native  lands,  it  was  absolutely  silent 
with  regard  to  mortgages  over  Native  lands. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  did  not  wish  to 
interrupt  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  said 
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they  had  not  the  Bill  before  them,  so  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  dieouesing  a  Bill 
not  before  the  Oounoil. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honour- 
•able  gentleman  was  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  W ALKEB  said  he  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Oounoil.  If  the  Council  de- 
fiired  to  treat  the  matter  as  one  of  courtesy  to 
the  other  place,  and  to  set  up  the  Committee, 
he  did  not  wish  to  say  a  word  more,  but  he 
thought  it  more  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 
the  Council  that  he  should  say  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  views  under  which  the  Bill 
zeached  them.  In  1894  the  legislation  was 
absolutely  silent  with  regard  to  mortgages. 
In  1895  the  legislation  went  a  step  fur&er 
in  the  way  of  meeting  those  concerned, 
and  power  was  given  to  the  Native  Land 
dourt  to  give  a  confirmation  order  or  certi- 
fioate  to  any  one  having  rights  prior  to 
1894  over  Native  land,  and  by  virtue  of 
that  confirmation  order  certain  legal  rights 
were  to  be  made  absolute.  He  was  bound  to 
think  that  Act  went  further  than  was  intended, 
and  the  order  was  made  to  cover  up  a  multi- 
tude of  sins.  At  all  events,  that  was  how  the 
position  stood.  The  Court  might  give  an  order 
which,  without  going  into  all  tbp  circum- 
stances, might  enable  a  transaction  of  doubt- 
ful propriety  to  be  given  legal  effect  to.  Then, 
in  1896  the  position  was  altered  further.  Sec- 
tion 121  of  the  Act  was  amended.  The  section 
read, — 

"  Section  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  of 
the  said  Act  is  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words  *  subject  to  the  provisions  of  section 
sixty -five  of  this  Act '  after  the  words  *  the 
same  shall,'  and  by  the  insertion  of  the  word 
*  mortgage '  after  the  word  *  lease.' 

**  *  Completion  '  of  existing  contract  in  said 
section  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  shall  be 
construed  to  mean  and  intend  '  fulfilment  * 
thereof." 

It  would  be  seen  by  that  section — section 
121 — that  the  power  in  any  existing  mortgage 
was  not  rendered  nugatory.  When  the  Bill 
was  before  the  Council  in  1896  the  word 
**  mortgage  "  was  inserted  in  section  23,  which 
brought  into  existence  and  gave  legal  right  to 
agreements  to  mortgage.  The  position  was  now 
that  under  the  Act  of  1896  certain  transactions 
were  being  enforced  which  it  was  contended 
were  not  intended.  By  the  legislation  delibe- 
rately entered  into  by  Parliament  certain 
Maori  lands  were  being  attached  by  mortgage, 
which  was  not  to  the  benefit  of  the  Natives 
themselves.  One  of  the  conditions  which  they 
had  most  deliberately  given  their  consent  to, 
■as  to  the  alienation  of  Maori  lands,  was  that 
the  Natives  should  not  be  left  landless — that 
blocks  should  not  be  alienated  to  private  indi- 
viduals unless  the  Natives  who  were  benefi- 
cially concerned  in  them  secured  a  sufficient 
area  of  land  to  make  them  independent.  This 
was  the  danfter  of  the  present  position  of 
the  law,  and  that  was  why  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced which  the  Council  was  asked  to  nomi- 
nate a  Select  Committee  to  consider.  This 
was  the  position  which  required  to  be  oonsi- 
H<n^.  Mr,  Shriimki 


dered.  It  was  not  a  question  of  Mz.  A,  ICr.  B, 
or  Mr.  0,  or  of  any  private  individual ;  the  qnsi- 
tion  was  whether  the  deliberate  policy  of  tin 
Parliament  was  not  being  nullified  and  de- 
stroyed in  consequenoe  of  the  amendiMBt 
passed  last  year.  He  trusted  the  Council,  in 
tbe  interest  of  the  Natives  and  in  the  intemt 
of  the  oolonv,  would  see  that  this  question,  it 
all  events,  should  be  carefully  looked  into  with- 
out any  consideration  of  private  or  other  in- 
terests except  the  interests  of  the  Kstin 
people  and  the  interests  of  the  oolony,  sod 
would  give  effect  to  the  desire  of  the  Home  o( 
Bepresentatives— tiiat  the  Council  should  meet 
them  in  conference  by  appointing  a  SeM 
Committee  for  this  purpose. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  Thai, 
in  aeeordance  with  a  request  of  the  Bourn  cf 
RepreeenUUivee  expreued  in  their  mestage  if 
the  10th  November,  a  Select  CommUteB  In 
appointed  to  consider  the  NcUioe  Land  Lam 
Amendment  BUI,  with  power  to  confer  and  sit 
together  with  a  similar  Committee  appoaUsd 
by  the  House  of  Representatives;  such  Cdsi- 
mittee  to  consist  of  the  Hon.  F.  Arkwright,  tiki 
Hon,  Dr.  Grace,  the  Hon.  Major  HarriSn  tk* 
Hon,  T,  Kelly,  the  Hon.  R.  OUoer,  the  Em. 
J.  Rigg,  the  Hon,  H.  Scotland,  the  Horn,  W. 
Swanson,  the  Hon.  H.  K.  Taiaroa,  and  the 
mover," —(Kon.  Mr.  W.  G.  Walkkb.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SMITH  said  he  would  not 
oppose  the  setting-up  of  this  Committee,  for  the 
reason  that  any  opposition  to  it  might  be 
thought  to  be  an  attempt  to  burke  discoesion, 
but  he  considered  it  a  very  great  pity  that  the 
application  had  been  made  to  the  Council.  He 
thought  the  Bill  should  have  been  treated  is 
lust  the  same  way  as  any  other  BiU.  It  shesld 
have  been  brought  down  without  any  sfcsle- 
ments  being  made  with  reference  to  the  Gomi- 
cil  in  another  place,  and  on  ooming  befoie  Am 
Council  it  would  have  gone  to  a  Gommittea 
to  be  examined,  and  then  have  been  treated 
by  the  Council  as  any  other  ordinary  Bill 
The  matter  of  setting  up  a  special  Commit- 
tee put  this  Bill  as  if  it  were  something  dif- 
ferent from  any  other.  So  far  as  he  eoald 
see,  there  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  that  made 
it  different  from  any  other  Native  Bill  ex- 
cepting that  it  was  very  much  shorter  thss 
most  Bills  were.  He  hoped  that  tbe  GoondL 
when  this  Bill  reached  that  Chamber,  would 
not  allow  it  to  be  treated  as  though  it  bed 
already  passed  a  Committee,  but  treat  it  on 
its  merits  and  send  it  to  the  usual  Committee 
of  the  Chamber.  He  did  not  think  they  should 
as  a  Council  lend  themselves  to  the  setting-up 
of  special  Committees  and  the  ignoring  of  the 
ordmary  .Committees.  He  could  traverse  tbe 
whole  of  the  arguments  made  by  the  honoor 
able  gentleman,  as  he  did  not  agree  that  say 
of  his  premises  were  correct ;  but  as  the  Bill 
was  not  before  the  Council  he  failed  to  see  eriat 
advantage  there  would  be  in  discussing  it 
He  would  point  out  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man this  one  thing:  that  of  the  Commitiee 
proposed  a  portion  of  the  members  weie 
away.  If  the  Committee  set  up  was  to  meet 
on  the  lollowing  day,  or  on  Moiiday«.half  of  the 
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membon  belonging  to  the  Oouncil  would  be 
absent.  He  did  not  know  how  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  |^et  over  that  difficulty.  He 
thought  the  settmg-up  of  this  Ck>mmittee 
might  really  have  been  left  over  till  the  follow- 
ing Wednesday,  but  he  would  not  propose  that 
as  an  addition  to  the  motion.  He  was  quite 
certain  of  this :  that  the  more  inquiry  there 
was  in  the  matter  the  more  it  would  be  shown 
there  was  nothing  in  the  arguments  stated  in 
reference  to  the  passing  of  the  BUI. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICE  said,  in  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  about  the 
setting-up  of  the  Committee,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Walker  was  the  mover  for  the  Committee. 
The  mover  usually  made  the  arrangements  for 
setting  up  the  Committee,  and  he  thought  it 
was  perfectly  certain  that  no  attempt  would 
be  made  to  set  up  a  Committee  before  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday  next. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  would  like  to  ask 
whether  this  was  strictly  in  order.  They  were 
in  the  habit  of  setting  up  Committees  with 
power  to  sit  with  Committees  of  the  other 
Chamber  to  consider  matters  of  general  policy, 
or  matters  having  a  social  or  other  interest. 
TbiB^  however,  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  somewUat 
unusual  course,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee 
was  to  Gonsider  a  Bill  they  had  not  had  before 
them.  It  seemed  to  him  unusual,  and  pro- 
bably in  practice  it  would  be  found  a  somewhat 
inconvenient  procedure.  He  would  like  to  ask 
whether  it  was  in  accordance  with  their  usual 
practice. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said,  in 
xeferenoe  to  the  point  of  order,  that  the  same 
thing  happened  every  day  so  far  as  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee  was  concerned. 
That  Ck)mmittee  sat  to  consider  Bills  promoted 
by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  which 
Bills  had  not  been  seen  in  the  Chamber,  and, 
similarly,  members  of  the  other  Chamber  also 
sat  with  members  of  the  Council  to  consider 
Bills  introduced  in  the  Council.  So  far  as  the 
honourable  gentleman's  point  of  order  went, 
he  must  say  he  thought  it  hardly  bore  on  the 
question. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  he  thought  the 
Council  itself  was  the  proper  judge  of  whether 
Uiia  motion  should  be  passed  or  not.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  it  was  a  matter  of  courtesy 
to  the  other  House.  So  far  as  the  Bill  itself 
was  concerned,  when  it  came  before  the  Coun- 
cil according  to  Standing  Order  No.  289  it 
would  be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Br.  GRACE  thought  there  was  no 
doubt  that,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  they  should 
consent  to  the  setting-up  of  this  Committee. 
He  also  thought  the  deliberations  of  this  Com- 
mittee might  prove  advantageous  to  the  Coun- 
cil through  its  representative  members  on  this 
Committee.  The  circumstance  of  setting  up 
the  Committee  seemed  to  him  to  be  only 
unusual  in  so  far  as  the  subject  of  consideration 
involved  exceptionally  important  elements. 
An  amendment  was  made  in  **  The  Native  Lands 
Aot  Amendment  Act,  1896,"  by  the  introduction 


of  the  w(»d  '*  mortgage,"  made  with  the  sanc- 
tion and  approval  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown.  It  seemed  now  to  be  contended  that 
this  amendment  had  resulted  in  inflicting 
serious  injury  upon  certain  Natives.  Certain  it 
was  that  it  had  always  been  the  desire  of  this 
Legislature  to  extend  the  greatest  possible  lati- 
tude for  the  purpose  of  considering  these 
Native-lfmd  questions,  because  it  was  their 
pride  and  boast,  and  the  habit  of  their  lives,  at 
least  to  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  Maoris^ 
however  difficult  they  may  find  it  to  be  legally 
and  technically.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  the  advantage  of  discover- 
ing the  minds  of  members  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to  this  and  cog- 
nate subjects,  and  the  fuller  information 
which  these  members  of  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee might  thus  acquire  would  j^rove  valu- 
able when  detailed  to  the  Council  in  general. 
He  hoped  it  was  merely  an  additional  guaran- 
tee taken  to  secure  their  proper  rights,  so  that 
in  any  attempt,  however  small,  towards  a 
divergence  from  the  ordinary  rules  extra 
and  exceptional  precautions  might  be  secured. 
It  was  quite  cleiur,  as  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  had 
said,  that  if  this  Bill  came  down  to  this  Council 
the  Council  might  be  entirely  uninfluenced  bv 
the  report  of  this  Committee,  and  the  Bill, 
according  to  Standing  Orders,  be  referred  either 
to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  or  some  special 
Committee  set  up  for  the  purpose.  He  was 
sorry  he  should  be  a  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee, because  he  felt  that  the  subjects  for 
consideration  were  extremely  intricate,  and 
that  they  involved  all  the  most  important 
questions,  or  many  of  them,  which  went  to 
make  the  solidity  and  security  of  their  position 
and  the  value  of  their  laws.  If  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  Council  that  he  should  sit  on 
this  Committee  he  would  endeavour  faithfully 
on  this  occasion,  as  he  trusted  always,  to  do  his 
duty. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

INVERCARGILL  RACECOURSE  TRUS- 
TEES EMPOWERING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  one 
that  did  not  require  much  explanation.  It 
had  been  before  the  Local  Bills  Committee, 
which  had  reported  favourably  upon  it,  and 
one  or  two  sessions  ago  it  had  passed  the 
Council.  There  was  only  one  matter  in  the 
Bill  In  respect  of  which  it  differed  from  the 
measure  previously  considered.  The  area  of 
land  that  was  to  be  obtained  by  way  of  ex- 
change was  somewhere  about  double  that 
mentioned  in  the  former  Bill.  It  was  therefore 
more  favourable  and  the  BiU  of  a  more  satis- 
factory character  than  before. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
three  o'clock  p.m.  till  Wednesday,  the  17tb 
November. 
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HOnSB    OF   BBPBBBBNTATIVB8. 

Thursday,  11th  Novenibtr,  1897. 


Ftnt  ReftdiagB— Saeond 

InveroftivUl  Public  OffloM 


■ThlYd  Bwailtng 
[ito  Act  1075  Amend- 


ment  Bill— Wellington  Oity  Bmpowwflng  Bill— 
Otago  Hax boar  Board  Loans  Ck>n8olldAtron  Act 


18B4  Amendment  BUI— UniTeraity  of  Otago 

ing  and  Sales  BUI  — BondAj  Labour  in  Mines 

Prevention  Bill— Committee  of  Selection. 


Mr.  Spsakbb  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Old  Men's  Home  Bill,  Technical  Edacation 
BUL 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Wages  Protection  Bill.  Victoria  College  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Explosives  Act  Amendment  BUI. 

INVEROARGILL  PUBLIC  OFFICES  SITE 
ACT  1876  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

IN  COmilTTBB. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"The  said  athensBum  shall  be  open  to  the 
public  free  of  all  charge:  Provided  that  no 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  take  books  out  of 
the  said  athensBum  in  any  year  during  which 
he  does  not  contribute  at  least  five  shillings  to 
the  fund  thereof." 

New  clause  added,  and  Bill  reported,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

WELLINGTON  CITY  EMPOWERING 
BILL. 
IN  comaTTEi. 

Clause  3. — Council  may  borrow  to  extinguish 
overdrafts. 

Subsection  (1.) :  **  The  Council  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  borrow,  at  such  rata  of  interest  as  it 
may  determine,  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  in 
the  whole  thirty-six  thousand  pounds.  Such 
moneys  shall  be  raised  by  way  of  special  loan 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  Act,  and  by 
special  order ;  but  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for 
the  Council  to  take  any  poll  on  the  proposals  to 
BO  borrow." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  **  is  hereby 
empowered  to,"  and  insert  **  may  "  in  lieu 
thereof;  and  to  strike  out  "at  such  rate  of 
interest  as  it  may  determine,"  and  insert  "  by 
way  of  special  loan  under  the  said  Act "  in 
lien  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  *  is  hereby  empowered  to ' 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Atbs,  88. 
Bollard  Heke  Lewis 

Brown  Henries  McGuire 

Buchanan         Hutcheson,  J.    Mackenzie,  M. 
Carson  Kelly  McLean 

Czowther  Lang  Massey 

Field  Lamaoh  Millar 

Fraser  Lawry  Montgomery 

Gilfedder  Lethbridge        Moore 


O'Bflgaa 

Pamte 

Pirani 

Biohardioii 

RoUeston 

Allen,  E.  G. 

CanoU 

Fisher 

Flatman 

Graham 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Holland 

Houston 


RiuasaU 

Sligo 

Smith 

Steward 

Taylor 

Nobs,  24. 
Eaihau 
McGcwan 
McEenzie,  J. 
McKensie,  R. 
Meredith 
Mills 
Monk 
O'Meara 


WliMm 

SVilert. 
Allen,  J. 
Stout. 

Seddon 
Svmes 

Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Thomson,  J,  W. 

TeUen. 
Joyce 
Tanner. 


Majority  for  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  insert,  after  the  wocd 
*'  interest,"  the  words  "  not  exceeding  four 
poimds  per  centum  per  annum." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  added. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  stnke  out  the  words 
'*  as  it  may  determine." 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  words  stmok  out. 

Subsection  (8.) :  **  After  the  extinetion  of  the 
overdrafts,  it  shall  not  be  lavrlul  for  the  Cor- 
poration or  the  CoUnoil  to  owe  to  its  hankers 
an  overdraft  on  any  of  its  aooounts,  at  the  end 
of  any  financial  year,  any  sum  exceeding  the 
amount  of  revenue  for  that  year  payable  into 
such  account,  and  then  outstanding  and  un- 
collected." 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  add  after  the  words 
"  an  overdraft  on  any "  the  words  *'  one  or 
aU." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  **  and,"  before  the  words  **  then  oat- 
standing  and  uncollected." 

The    Committee  divided    on   the  question, 
'*  That  the  word  be  retained." 
Ayes,  88. 


Allen,  J. 

Kelly 

Richardson 

Bollaid 

Lang 

RusseU 

Brown 

Lawry 

Sligo 
Smith 

Buchanan 

Lethbridge 

Carroll 

Mackenne,  M 

Steward 

Carson 

McLean 

Stout 

Crowther 

Massey 

Tanner 

Field 

Millar 

Taylor 

GUfedder 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Montgomery 

Wilson. 

Heke 

Moore 

3%Usrt. 

Henries 

O'Regan 

Fraaer 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Pirani 

Nobs,  18. 

Lewis. 

AUen.  E.  G. 

Lamach 

Svmes 
Tbompeon.  B. 

Fisher 

McKensie,  J. 

Hall^ones 

McKenzie,  R. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Hogg 

O'Meara 

TeUmrM. 

Houston 

Parata 

MoQowan 

Joyoe 

Seddon 

Meredith. 

Kaihau 

Majority  for,  20. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  woxd  retained. 
Subsection  (4.) :  "  The  limit  specified  in  this 
section  shall  not  be  intecpieted  to  aileot  the 
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right  of  any  bank  to  be  repaid  oat  of  the  fnndB 
of  the  Corporation  the  moneve  advanoed  by  the 
bank  to  the  Corporation  or  ue  Connotl,  if  snoh 
iMuok  shall  make  reasonable  inquiries  whether 
enoh  limit  is  being  or  has  been  exoeeded,  and 
shall  act  on  the  faith  of  the  replies  to  such  in- 
qniries." 

BCr.  8EDD0N  moved  to  strike  ont  aU  the 
words  after  **  Counotl,"  with  a  view  of  adding 
the  following  words:  **l^Tided  that  before 
any  bank  shall  grant  saoh  overdraft  against  the 
revenue  outstanding  and  unoollected,  as  speci- 
fied in  the  preceding  subsection,  it  shall  be  im» 
perative  that  every  application  for  any  such 
overdraft  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statutory 
declaration  made  by  the  Town  Clerk  and 
Borough  Treasurer,  showing  that  such  moneys 
•can  legally  be  borrowed." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4.— Te  Aro  Baths. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved,  That  the  clause  be 
etruck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  clause  be  retained." 


Allen,  £.  Q. 

Bollard 

Brown 

Carroll 

Carson 

Crowther 

Field 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Gilfedder 

Oraham 

Heke 

Hogg 

Holland 

Hutcheson,  J. 


Hall-Jones 
Herries 
Joyce 
Kaihau 


Ayes,  48. 
Kelly 
Lang 
Larnaoh 
Lawry 
Lewis 
McGowan 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McKenzle,  J. 
McLean 
Massey 
Mills 
Morrison 
O'Meara 
Pirani 
Bussell 

Noss,  10. 
Meredith 
Monk 
0*Began 
Parata. 


Seddon 

Sligo 

Sfcevens 

Steward 

Stout 

Symes 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Wilson 

Wright. 

Tellers. 
Allen,  J. 
Lethbridge. 


Tellers. 
Millar 
Thompson,  B. 


Majority  for,  83. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  8. — Power  to  improve  streets  and 
«oouire  lands,  and  borrow  moneys,  and  sell 
or  lease  surplus  lands. 

Subsection  (2.):  "To  extend  any  street, 
•either  of  its  existing  width  (though  under  sixty- 
flix  feet)  or  of  any  width  greater  than  such  ex- 
isting width." 

Mr.  SBDDON  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
vrords  af ker  the  word  "  street,"  with  the  view 
of  inserting  other  words. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SBDDON,  the  follow- 
ing words  were  inserfced,  **  but  in  so  extending 
4kny  street,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  make  the  width  of  any  such  extension 
any  less  than  sixty-six  feet." 

Clause  10 :  "  The  portion  of  the  Basin  Be- 
«6rve  in  the  city  described  in  the  Third 
Schedule  hereto  is  hereby  converted  into  and 
•declared  to  be  a  public  street,  for  the  purpose 


of  widening  the  public  streets  abutting  on  such 
portion  of  reserve." 

The  Committee   divided  on    the   question, 
*'  That  this  clause  be  retained." 


Allen,  £.  G. 

AUen,  J. 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Camcross 

Carroll 

Crowther 

Field 

Fraser 

Qilfedder 

Graham 

Heke 

Herries 

Fisher 

Hall-Jones 

Houston 

Kaihau 

McGowan 

McKenzle,  J. 


Ayxs,  41. 

Holland 

Hutcheson,  J. 

Kelly 

Lang 

Lamach 

Lethbridge 

Lewis 

Mackenzie,  M. 

McLean 

Massey 

Morrison 

O'Meara 

O'Began 

Nobs,  15. 

MoKenzie,  B. 
Millar 
Mills 
Seddon 
Thompson,  B. 


Parata 

Pirani 

Bichardson 

Bussell 

Sligo 

Stevens 

Steward 

Stout 

Symes 

Tanner 

Wright. 

Tellers, 
Lawry 
Wilson. 


Thompson,  T. 
Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tellers. 
Joyce 
Meredith. 


Majority  for,  26. 

Clause  retained. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  proposed  the  following 
new  clause,  after  clause  9,  Part  V. : — 

"  This  Part  of  this  Act  shall  come  into  force 
if  and  when  a  proposal  to  bring  the  same  into 
force  shall  be  carried  by  a  poll  of  the  citizens, 
to  be  taken  in  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  manner 
provided  in  Part  V.  of  the  said  Act." 

New  clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

OTAGO  HABBOUB  BOABD  LOANS  CON- 
SOLIDATION ACT  1884  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

This  Bill  was  considered  in  Committee  and 
reported. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  said  he  desired  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  recommitted,  with  the  view  of 
inserting  a  proviso  to  clause  2,  as  follows : — 

*'  Provided  that  not  less  than  half  of  the  said 
sum  shall  be  exclusively  applied  in  or  towards 
the  improvement  of  such  portion  of  the  said 
harbour  as  is  near  to  Taiaroa  Heads." 

He  had  precedents  for  what  he  was  asking 
the  House  to  do  in  the  Otago  Harbour  Board 
Act  of  1882  and  also  of  1884.  It  had  been  pro- 
vided, by  clause  8  of  the  Act  of  1882,  that— 

**  Out  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  raised 
under  the  authority  of  this  Act,  not  less  than 
one-half  of  such  sum  or  sums  shall  be  expended 
on  harbour-works  undertaken  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  bar  at  Otago  Heads"  [that  was 
Taiaroa  Heads]  **  so  that  vessels  drawing  twenty- 
three  feet  of  water  can  safely  enter  the  har- 
bour, and  for  the  general  improvement  of  the 
Lower  Harbour." 

Then,  again,  in  the  Act  of  1884  there  wae 
this  provision : — 
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OlauM  10 :  **  Provided  that,  out  of  the  gum  or 
BuniB  of  money  raised  ander  the  authority  of 
this  Act,  not  leu  than  eizty-five  thousand 
pounds  shall  be  expended  on  harbour-works 
undertaken  for  the  improvement  of  the  bar  at 
the  Otago  Heads,  and  the  general  improvement 
of  the  Lower  Harbour." 

He  would  ask  the  House  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  recommitted  so  as  to  get  this  provision  put 
in.  There  were  some  important  works  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  Lower  Harbour.  They 
would  have  to  make  provision  for  lighting  the 
mole  that  had  been  constructed  at  very  great 
cost.  The  staging  that  had  been  put  up  in 
constructing  this  mole  was  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, and  very  shortly  there  would  be  no  means 
of  access  to  the  light  that  was  necessary  at 
the  end  of  the  mole.  Money  was  very  much 
wanted  for  this  purpose.  There  was  another 
important  work  to  be  carried  out  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  training- wall,  so  as  to  secure 
a  sufficient  depth  of  water  inside  the  harbour. 
He  might  inform  the  House  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Otago  Harbour  Board,  one  of 
its  oldest  members,  and  knew  what  he  was 
talking  about,  and  he  could  say  there  was  a  ten- 
dency on  the  part  of  the  Board  as  constituted  to 
expend  an  undue  proportion  of  its  funds  in  the 
Upper  Harbour  and  neglect  the  entrance.  The 
members  of  the  Board  were  nearly  all  Dunedin 
people.  Out  of  the  thirteen  members  all  were 
residents  of  Dunedin,  excepting  three  who  be- 
longed to  Port  Chalmers;  even  the  Govern- 
ment's four  nominees  were  Dunedin  residents, 
and  the  country  districts  were  not  represented 
at  all.  He  would  ask  that  the  restraining  pro- 
visions which  had  been  adopted  when  the  pre- 
vious Acts  were  passed  should  be  followed  on 
the  present  occasion,  and  that  a  portion  of  the 
money  should  be  allocated  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Lower  Harbour.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  with  any  lengthened  explanation  of 
the  position  of  the  Board,  or  of  the  necessity  for 
attending  to  the  requirements  of  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour,  and  to  set  aside  funds  for  that 
purpose  ;  but  he  thought  it  right  to  refer  to 
what  had  been  done  in  the  past,  when  in  these 
Acts  they  had  provided  that  certain  sums 
should  be  set  apart  for  specific  works.  He 
thought  the  House  would  be  satisfied  that  this 
was  a  reasonable  request,  and  would  allow  the 
Bill  to  be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  MILLAB  did  not  intend  to  occupy  the 
House  long  on  this  question,  but  to  his  mind 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  given  any 
reason  why  the  Bill  should  be  recommitted. 
The  work  mentioned  was  work  that  would  cost 
over  £20,000.  If  any  part  of  this  money  was 
tied  down,  as  suggested,  that  would  compel 
them  to  only  spend  the  £5,600  on  the  Lower 
Harbour,  and  the  other  half  on  the  Upper.  He 
might  tell  the  honourable  gendeman  that  the 
bulk  of  the  £11,000  realised  would  be  spent  on 
the  very  work  he  was  talking  about.  What 
had  been  quoted  was  perfectly  right.  One  Act 
was  for  a  loan  of  £250,000,  and  the  other  for 
a  loan  of  £100,000,  and  it  was  then  only  right 
to  provide  that  it  should  be  spent  all  over  the 
Mr,  E,  G.  Allen 


harbour,  bat  that  did  not  apply  in  this 
No  reason  had  been  shown  why  the  Bill  should 
be  recommitted,  and  he  hoped  the  Hoosa 
would  refuse  to  reoommit  it. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

UNIVERSITY  OP  OTAGO  LEASING  AND 
SALES  BILL. 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAC^KZIE,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that,  as  there 
were  only  a  few  minutes  remaining  befoca  tba 
adjournment,  his  explanation  of  the  Bill  woold 
require  to  be  very  brief.  The  Bill  was  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly simple  character,  and  dealt  with  tw» 
things  connected  with  the  endowments  of  the 
University  of  Otago:  First,  it  regulated  the 
leasing  of  some  of  their  city  endowments  ;  and 
secondly— the  primary  object— it  asked  lor 
authority  to  sell  two  rural  endowments  whiob 
the  University  possessed,  in  order  that  the 
proceeds  might  be  tied  up  for  the  benefit  of  the 
University,  as  strictly  as  the  endowments  were 
tied  up  at  the  present  time.  The  leasing 
clauses  were  of  very  small  importance. 
They  dealt  with  two  acres  of  city  land  only» 
which  the  University  Council  already  had 
the  power  to  lease,  and  which  it  had  been 
leasing  for  many  years ;  but  these  clauses  ware 
introduced  in  the  Bill  because  the  Goonoil 
thought  the  lease  proposed,  known  as  **tbe 
Corporation  lease  of  Dunedin,"  would  be  more 
satisfactory  both  to  the  Council  and  its  ten- 
ants. What  was  known  as  the  Corporation 
lease  of  Dunedin  was,  he  thought,  the  fairest 
lease  that  had  yet  been  devised  for  both  parties 
— landlord  and  tenant.  He  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  Second  Schedule^ 
which  seemed  to  be  a  formidable  one,  but  it 
was  nothing  more  than  a  recital.  It  was  ik 
model  lease — the  Corporation  lease — and  was 
only  introduced  in  order  to  show  the  ohaiao- 
ter  of  the  leasing.  That  lease  had  already 
been  adopted  by  the  House  in  the  Dempsey 
Trust  Act  of  1892,  and  was  selected  then  as 
the  best  and  fairest  for  the  Trust.  The  Univer- 
sity of  Otago  asked  that  that  lease  might  be 
adopted  now ;  but  it  already  possessed  powers 
of  leasing,  which  had  been  exercised  for  many 
years.  The  main  purport  of  the  Bill  would  be 
found  in  clause  6,  the  object  of  whioh  was  to 
enable  the  University  to  sell  an  endowment* 
which  was  of  small  use,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Governor  in  Council,  and  to  have  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  strictly  tied  up,  in  aooordsnce 
with  "The  Trustees  Act,  1891,"  which  pre- 
scribed how  truBt*moneys  should  be  invested. 
He  might  say  that  only  two  of  these  endow- 
ments were  dealt  with  in  this  Bill.  The 
University,  under  the  Ordinance  of  inoorpoia- 
tion,  had  already,  it  would  seem,  the  power  d 
selling  its  other  endowments,  though  it  had 
not  done  so,  and  had  no  desire  to  do  so.  It 
was  apparently  contemplated  by  the  Ordi- 
nance that  it  should  have  the  power  to  sell 
these  two  endowments  also,  but  there  was 
some  doubt  about  it,  and  they  wanted  to  set 
that  doubt  at  rest.  One  property  they  desired 
to  sell  was  known  as  Barewood,  whioh  bad 
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been  an  nnfortunate  endowment  for  the  Uni- 
versity. It  was  a  poor  piece  of  land  for  the 
purposes  required  of  it.  He  might  tell  the 
Hoase  it  once  yielded  £3,000  a  year,  but  had 
oome  down  to  £900— still  a  high  rent  for  the 
property — and  further  reduction,  he  feared, 
was  likely  to  take  place.  The  selling-value  of 
it,  however,  was  apparently  good,  and  all  that 
the  University  asked  was  that  it  should  be 
allowed  to  sell  it,  and,  subject  to  law,  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Governor  in  Council,  invest 
the  proceeds  in  a  more  profitable  way  for  the 
benefit  of  the  University.  He  had  only  two 
minntes  of  time  left  before  the  adjournment. 
He  moved  the  second  reading,  and  would  ask 
the  House  to  take  any  further  discussion  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  he  could  not  allow 
this  Bill  to  pass  without  protest.  As  a  settler 
of  Otago  for  the  last  thirty-seven  years,  and  as 
one  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  setting-aside 
of  the  reserves  mentioned  in  the  Bill,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  support  the  measure  as  it  stood 
at  the  present  time.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  Second  Schedule,  providing  for  the  leasing 
of  the  land  in  Dunedin,  but  he  certainly  ob- 
iected  to  the  sale  of  Barewood  and  the  Museum 
Keserve.  This  represented  41,000  acres  of  land, 
and  there  was  no  provision  as  to  the  manner  in 
whioh  it  was  to  be  sold.  There  were  two 
blocks— one  of  11,000  acres  and  one  of  30,000 
acres— and  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  the 
intention  was  to  sell  it  in  one  block.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  University  Councillors  had  got  a 
olient  who  was  prepared  to  buy  this  run.  That 
endowment,  the  honourable  member  said,  had 
been  a  very  unfortunate  one  for  the  University. 
He  admitted  it ;  but  why  had  it  been  so  ?  The 
reason  was  that  they  had  mismanaged  it. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  no. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  Oh,  yes.  He  knew 
perfectly  well  the  whole  history  of  it  from  first 
to  last,  and  nobody  could  reasonably  deny 
that  it  had  been  mismanaged.  They  had 
allowed  it  to  become  a  rabbit-warren  when 
it  was  thrown  on  their  hands  owing  to 
their  exacting  from  their  tenant  far  more 
rent  than  it  was  worth.  They  knew  they  were 
doing  so;  and  why  did  they  do  it?  So  that 
they  could  provide  a  certain  salary  for  the 
professors  of  the  University,  making  the  money 
oat  of  a  gentleman  who  was  not  able  to  pay  the 
rent  that  they  were  exacting  for  it.  The  run 
thus  fell  into  their  hands,  and  they  allowed  it  to 
become  a  rabbit-warren,  and  after  he  had  them 
brought  before  the  Court  two  or  three  times 
to  force  them  to  keep  down  the  rabbits  they 
thought  it  prudent  to  lease  the  land  at  some- 
thing like  a  fair  and  reasonable  rental.  The 
Otago  Central  Railway  had  been  constructed 
through  this  very  block  of  30,000  acres,  and 
if  the  University  Councillors  chose  to  set 
about  the  matter  properly  they  could  get  a 
considerable  amount  of  settlement  on  the  Bare- 
wood  Run,  owing  to  the  facilities  provided 
by  the  railway.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
proceeded  with  this  Bill  he  would  oppose  it  in 
every  way  possible,  unless  the  proposed  sale  of 
this  run  were  excised  from  it. 

VOL.  XCIX.-42 


The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Speaksb  left  the  chair. 

SUNDAY  LABOUR  IN  MINES  PRE- 
VENTION  BILL. 

7  30         ^^  ^^^  question,  "  That  the  amend- 

*'^^'  ments  made  in  Committee  be  agreed 
to," 

Mr.  O'REGAN. — I  am  not  in  opposition  to 
this  Bill,  but  before  it  is  disposed  of  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  Premier  that  through  an  over- 
sight there  is  a  defect  in  the  Bill.  If  honour- 
able members  will  look  at  clause  3  they  will 
find  that  as  the  Bill  now  stands  there  is  no 
proTision  to  meet  oases  which  are  of  very  fre- 
quent occurrence.  Perhaps  on  a  Sunday  a  slip 
takes  place,  or  the  roof  of  a  tunnel  caves  in.  In 
order  to  commence  work  on  Monday  as  usual 
it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  in  such  a  case 
that  the  mine  be  cleared  on  Sunday.  If  this 
Bill  is  allowed  to  pass,  the  mine-manager 
will  be  quite  powerless  to  do  anything  until 
the  following  day,  unless  he  in  the  mean- 
time obtains  permission  from  the  Inspector 
of  Mines.  Now,  there  are  very  few  mines 
located  in  such  places  as  will  enable  the  man- 
ager to  place  himself  in  immediate  communi- 
cation with  the  Inspector  of  Mines,  and  the 
position  would  be  that  the  hands  of  the  man- 
ager would  be  tied  until  the  following  day.  I 
think  some  provision  should  be  made  to  over- 
come the  possibility  of  such  a  difficulty,  and 
the  manager,  I  think,  might  have  permission 
in  extraordinary  cases  that  may  and  do  arise 
to  proceed  with  work  at  once,  and  report  the 
matter  within  a  given  time  to  the  Inspector  of 
Mines.  I  merely  suggest  this  to  the  Premier, 
feeling  sure  he  will  have  an  alteration  made,  if 
not  now,  at  least  in  another  place,  because 
otherwise  inconvenience  will  be  occasioned.  I 
have  no  desire  to  move  to  recommit  the  Bill, 
but  point  out  the  need  for  amendment,  which 
can  be  made  elsewhere. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  look  into  the  matter 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
I  find  in  another  Bill  we  have  a  provision  in 
which  an  amendment  will  be  found  necessary. 
There  may  be  emergencies,  and  there  will  not 
be  the  usual  permission  in  cases  of  emergency 
for  reporting  within  forty-eight  hours  to  the 
Inspector  of  Mines.  It  will  be  for  him  to 
decide  whether  the  case  is  of  such  a  kind  for 
work  being  done  without  the  necessary  permit. 
We  do  not  want  our  provisions  to  be  hard  on 
those  engaged  in  working  the  mines. 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved,  That  a  Committee 
of  Selection  be  appointed:  the  Committee  to 
consist  of  the  Hon.  W.  Hall-Jones,  Mr.  G. 
Hutchison,  Mr.  Joyce,  Hon.  Major  Steward, 
and  the  mover. 

Captain  RUSSELL  would  suggest  to  the 
mover  of  this  motion  that  the  Committee  as 
proposed  did  not  fulfil  conditions  which  he 
thought  were  essential  in  the  setting-up  of  the 
Committee.    As  he  read  the  names  proposed 
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for  this  Committee,  there  waa  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall-Jones»  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  G.  Hatohison,  the 
Hon.  Major  Steward,  and  fche  mover  (Mr.  Guin- 
ness). There  was  only  one  member  on  that 
Committee  who  represented  the  side  of  the 
House  with  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
-connected.  He  had  hoped  that  the  various 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  would  have 
led  to  the  due  and  proper  consideration  of 
the  question  of  proportionate  representation. 
;Now,  at  first  sight  it  might  appear  that 
the  setting-up  of  a  Selection  Committee  was 
not  a  matter  of  very  great  moment,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Selection  Committee  might 
be  the  most  important  Committee  set  up  by 
the  House.  He  had  no  doubt  that  would 
strike  honourable  members  at  first  as  being  a 
rather  rash  statement  on  his  part,  because,  no 
doubt,  honourable  members,  not  realising  the 
various  functions  and  duties  which  were  per- 
formed by  the  Selection  Committee,  would 
tliink  that  after  all 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  to  save  time  and  to 
-expedite  business,  if  the  honourable  member 
would  give  a  name  he  would  increase  the 
Committee  by  another  member. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  he  should  be  most 
happy  to  give  a  name  for  substitution  presently, 
but  he  thought  it  was  desirable,  as  he  com- 
menced by  saying  that  the  Committee  was  an 
important  one,  that  he  should  dwell  a  little 
longer  on  the  subject.  He  should  not  dwell 
upon  it  at  any  undue  length,  but  it  was  im- 
portant the  House  should  realise  this  was  an 
important  Committee,  and  that  in  contesting 
for  another  name  to  be  put  on  it  belonging  to 
the  Opposition  side  he  was  not  beating  the 
wind,  but  was  pointing  out  the  functions  of  the 
•Committee,  and  how  necessary  it  was  that  a 
proper  Committee  should  be  set  up.  The 
Selection  Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons 
was  a  body  which  had  placed  upon  it  the 
responsibility  of  selecting  members  for  the 
Select  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
that  was  to  say  that  every  important  piece  of 
business  which  was  to  be  brought  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  apart  from  the 
Sessional  Committees,  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee chosen  by  the  Selection  Committee. 
One  had  instances  already  in  that  House  of 
the  important  functions  which  were  delegated 
to  certain  Select  Committees.  There  might  be 
a  Horowhenua  Committee,  for  instance.  They 
Itad  a  Committee  upon  the  Amendment  of  the 
Native  Lands  Bill ;  and  there  were  Commit- 
tees of  various  kinds  which  would  have  to  be 
ftet  up  before  the  end  of  the  session  dealing 
with  private  Bills.  Well,  he  was  about  to 
contend  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
insist  that  the  Selection  Committee  should 
themselves  elect  the  members  who  were  to  sit 
on  these  Committees;  that  the  practice  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  past  of  allowing  the 
Government  of  the  day  to  determine  the 
names  of  those  who  were  on  Select  Com- 
mittees was  a  proceeding  altogether  on  a 
wrong  principle ;  that  in  the  case  of  any  special 
question  which  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, that  Committee  should  not  be  ap- 
Ckiptain  BuateU 


pointed  by  a  party  vote  at  all,  but  that  there 
should  be  a  Selection  Committee,  fairly  repre- 
senting all  sections  of  opinion  in  that  House, 
to  whom  should  be  delegated  the  duty  of  select- 
ing the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  to  serve 
upon  the  Select  Committee.  If  he  could  gain 
the  ear  of  the  House  for  a  minute,  he  thought 
it  would  agree  with  him  that  he  was  right  in 
raising  this  question,  that  it  was  not  a  mean- 
ingless question ;  and  be  assured  the  Premier 
he  was  not  doing  this  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  setting-up  of  a  Selection  Com- 
mittee, but  with  a  genuine  conviction  on  his 
part  that  it  wm  their  duty  once  and  for  all  to 
establish  the  principle  that  Select  Committees 
as  well  as  special  Committees,  but  more  espe- 
cially Select  Committees,  should  be  appointed 
by  the  Selection  Committee,  apart  altogether 
from  party  bias,  and  that  it  should  be  a 
body  acting  judicially,  which  should  select  the 
names  of  the  very  best  persons  qualified  to 
serve  on  a  particular  Committee.  If  honour- 
able members  would  turn  to  **  May's  Parlia- 
mentary Practice,''  the  edition  of  1893,  they 
would  find  these  words : — 

**  The  nomination  of  Select  Committees  has 
in  special  cases  been  intrusted  by  the  order  of 
the  House  to  sources  other  than  its  own  de- 
cision. For  instance,  the  House  has  appointed 
certain  Committees  by  ballot;  or  has  named 
two  members,  and  appointed  the  rest  of  the 
Committee  by  ballot ;  or,  having  chosen  twenty- 
one  names  by  ballot,  has  permitted  eaoh  of  two 
members  nominated  by  the  House  to  strike  oil 
four  from  that  number  " — here  was  the  part  he 
wished  to  draw  special  attention  to — **  and  the 
House  habitually  resorts  to  the  Committee  <^ 
Selection  for  the  nomination,  either  wholly  or 
partially,  of  the  members  of  Select  Committees. 
The  Committee  of  Selection  has  also  been  em- 
powered (20th  May,  1892)  to  divide  a  Select 
Committee  into  two  Committees,  and  to  appor- 
tion between  the  Committees  the  Bills  referred 
to  the  original  Committee." 

And  on  pages  381  and  382,  dealing  with  the 
same  subject,  the  House  would  find  that  it  was 
laid  down  as  a  principle  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  Select  Committees  should  be  ap- 
pointed— or,  rather,  that  the  names  of  perao&i 
to  serve  on  Select  Committees  should  be 
decided — by  the  Selection  Committee.  He  was 
sure  it  must  commend  itself  to  every  honour- 
able member  who  was  as  anxious  as  he  was  that 
the  appointment  of  Select  Committees  should 
be  beyond  cavil,  that,  instead  of  having,  as  they 
had  had  on  the  Banking  Committee,  on  the 
Horowhenua  Committee,  and  on  other  Com- 
mittees that  had  been  set  up  in  that  House,  end- 
less squabbles  as  to  the  constitution  of  those 
Committees,  and  heartburnings,  and,  more 
than  heartburnings,  grievous  accusations  sub- 
sequently as  to  the  functions  which  had  been 
performed  by  those  Committees, — onoe  and 
for  all  they  should  affirm  that  the  principle 
which  prevailed  in  the  House  of  Commons  should 
prevail  also  in  New  Zealand.  It  was  laid 
down  by  the  great  authorities — May,  Bourinot, 
and  Todd — on  parliamentary  government  that 
the  principle  of  the  appointment  of  Select  Corn- 
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mittees  should  be  removed  from  party  inflaenoe 
altoReiher,  and  should  be  submittied  to  the 
^comparatively  independent  tribunal,  a  Selec- 
tion Committee.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  future  if  this  Selection  Committee  had 
relegated  to  it  the  important  function  of 
netting  up  our  Committees ;  that,  instead  of 
having,  as  in  this  and  previous  sessions,  long  dis- 
putes and  considerable  disagreement  as  to  the 
constitution  of  Committees,  the  question  should 
be  relegated  once  and  for  all  to  a  Selection 
Committee,  whose  nominations  he  had  no 
doubt  would  give  infinite  satisfaction  to  the 
House.  It  was  an  important  matter,  and  he 
wished  honourable  members  who  disagreed 
with  him  to  state  their  views  upon  it,  and  show, 
if  they  disagreed,  that  the  arguments  he  was 
using  to  the  House  were  mistaken.  He  con- 
tended that  as  a  judicial  body  it  was  their  duty 
to  endeavour  so  to  set  up  Committees  that  they 
should  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all  sections 
of  the  House. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  that,  of  course,  so  far  as 
this  Selection  Committee  was  concerned,  he 
<did  not  know  that  they  need  set  up  this  Com- 
mittee at  all  this  session,  because  there  were 
not  likely  to  be  any  private  Bills  to  be  dealt 
with  by  that  Committee,  which  in  our  Parlia- 
ment was  only  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  private  Bills.  There  was  one 
private  Bill  which  had  not  complied  with  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  there  was  another.  He 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  that  possibly  the  appointment  of  a  Seleo- 
tion  Committee  might  do  away  with  the  trouble 
they  had  had  that  session ;  and  he  believed  it 
was  done  in  Canada.  What  the  Selection 
Committee  would  have  to  do,  were  that  system 
adopted,  would  be  to  select  members  of  the 
House  of  special  fitness  for  certain  functions. 
In  doing  this,  however,  they  ought  to  carefully 
guard  the  election  so  as  to  allow  the  younger 
members  to  get  on  the  Committees  where  the 
internal  working  of  our  administration  might 
be  seen,  so  that  they  might  qualify  for  the 
administrative  work — such  as  Lands,  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  Mines,  and  so  on.  He  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  certain  proportion  of  new 
members  on  all  the  Committees,  so  that  they 
might  get  qualified  for  their  parliamentary  work, 
the  older  men  standing  out  as  the  younger  ones 
became  qualified.  He  hoped  this  matter  would 
be  considered  by  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee, which  ought  to  set  to  work  to  see  that 
the  Standing  Orders  were  revised  to  provide  for 
this,  and  also  for  the  more  efiicient  working  of 
the  parliamentary  machine. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  not  detain  the  House 
very  long,  but  he  thought  it  was  necessary  to 
put  fairly  before  the  House  the  other  side  of 
the  question.  First  of  all  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  had  abandoned 
entirely  the  stand  he  took  up  during  the  ses- 
sion  

Captain  RUSSELL.—No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's contention  had  been  from  the  beginning 
that  not  only  should  the  Opposition  be  con- 
sulted as  regarded  the  number  of  members  put 


on  a  Committee,  but  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  should  be  consulted  in  respect  to 
the  names  of  those  who  were  to  go  upon  the 
Committees 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Very  well— that  had  been 
the  honourable  gentleman's  contention.  Now 
he  said,  **  I  do  not  wish  to  be  consulted — I 
abandon  that ;  but  I  sav  that  you  ought  to  set 
up  a  Committee  of  Selection,  and  that  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  should  select  the  names  and 
number  of  members  who  are  to  go  upon  the 
Select  Committees."  He  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
fair to  the  honourable  member,  but  probably  he 
intended  that  in  respect  to  sessional  Commit- 
tees he  wanted  to  be  consulted.  If  his  argument 
applied  to  all  Committees,  then  he  said  he  had 
abandoned  entirely  the  stand  he  took  up 
during  the  session.  He  wished  now  to  bring 
the  honourable  gentleman  back  to  the  position. 
He  had  read  from  May  as  to  what  was  the 
custom  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Select 
Committees,  but  he  had  not  told  the  House  all. 
He  would  find  in  Bourinot,  in  Todd,  and 
in  May  that  occasionally,  in  regard  to 
Select  Committees,  the  House  of  Commons 
appointed  them  by  ballot.  He  could  not 
refer  to  past  debates,  but  the  honourable 
member  had  placed  in  Hansard  himself  this 
session  that  this  was  the  case.  Then,  re* 
course  was  had  sometimes  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittees, where  there  was  a  difficulty  in  the 
parties  agreeing  as  to  names,  sitting  as  an 
Arbitration  Court  between  the  two  parties. 
That  had  been  the  case  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons very  often.  Now,  he  said,  taking  that 
position,  it  did  not  follow,  and  there  was  no 
authority  to  say,  that  it  was  imperative  in  re- 
spect to  Select  Committees  that  the  Selection 
Committee  should  make  the  selection  of  the 
names  upon  those  Committees.  He  challenged 
the  honourable  member  to  controvert  that 
statement.  It  was  not  laid  down,  neither 
had  it  been  the  practice  exclusively  for  the 
Selection  Committee  to  select  all  the  names 
for  all  Select  Committees  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  sometimes  did  happen,  but  it 
was  not  the  exclusive  custom.  He  asked 
honourable  members  to  bear  this  in  mind : 
It  was  very  difficult  to  have  a  Selection  Com- 
mittee in  the  House  of  Commons  to  perform 
these  functions,  and  for  this  reason :  that  in 
the  House. of  Commons  there  were  over  six 
hundred  members,  and  there  would  be  much 
greater  difficulty  where  there  were  over  six 
hundred  members  to  have  a  Selection  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  special  subjects,  with  the 
Minister  of  the  day,  assisted  as  he  might  be  by 
the  Opposition,    to    make  such    a  selection; 

Q  Q  and,  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  the 
offices  of  the  Selection  Committee 
were  utilised.  That  was  all  it  amounted  to. 
In  this  House,  with  its  seventy-four  members, 
there  was  no  such  difficulty.  Had  they  not 
had  it  contended  here  that  what  had  been 
done  in  the  appointment  of  Select  Committees 
should  be  taken  as  a  guide  to  the  House  ?  He 
did  not  think  here  there  was  such  a  necessity 
for  the  Selection  Committee,  but  in  the  case  of 
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the  ordinary  segsional  Committees  the  Com- 
mittee of  Seleotion  did  not  have  the  settiog-up 
of  those  Committees.  He  made  that  asser- 
tion without  fear  of  oontradiotion;  and  the 
Select  Committees  referred  to  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  were  special  Committees  to 
deal  with  special  subjects  on  special  occa- 
sions ;  therefore  it  would  not  apply  to  what 
they  were  doing  now.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's arguments  would  come  in  very  well  in 
their  proceedings,  probably,  next  session,  when 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  Standing 
Orders.  All  the  arguments  went  to  show  the 
necessity  for  amending  the  Standing  Orders. 
They  would  not  be  able  to  do  that  this  session. 
He  wanted  to  put  this  on  record,  because  other- 
wise a  misunderstanding  might  arise  in  the 
minds  of  honourable  members.  In  respect  to 
this  Committee,  the  Standing  Orders  said  it 
must  be  of  five  members.  He  noticed  there 
was  only  Mr.  G.  Hutchison  representing  the 
Opposition,  but  it  was  quite  easy  to  give  notice 
for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  to 
add  another  name ;  and  of  course  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  another  name  added  in 
another  place  also. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  evidently  very 
hard  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  get  out 
of  the  groove  which  he  had  made  peculiarly 
his  own  during  his  seven  years'  term  of  office. 
He  had  been  so  accustomed  to  use  his 
patronage,  and  the  absolute  power  which  un- 
tortunately  was  given  him  by  the  electors, 
and  which  so  many  of  them  were  now  learn- 
ing to  regret,  that  he  could  not  divest  himself 
of  one  little  shred  of  that  patronage  which 
he  had  used  so  badly,  without  the  greatest 
difficulty.  The  instinct  of  self-preservation 
might  have  taught  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  he  would  only  hasten  his  own  defeat  by  pur- 
suing his  present  course.  What,  for  instance, 
had  given  birth  to  the  scheme  for  the  elective 
executive  during  the  honourable  gentleman's 
term  of  office?  Nothing  but  the  gross  abuse 
of  the  party  system  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment— the  continued  and  unbridled  abuse  of 
party  patronage.  Could  the  honourable  gen  tie- 
man  fail  to  see  that  by  a  continuance  of  his 
present  course  he  would  not  only  seriously 
endanger  but  of  a  certainty  destroy  the  party 
system  to  which  he  owed  his  political  birth 
and  of  which  he  was  so  strong  a  supporter? 
He  had  twitted  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
vrith  a  change  of  front,  inasmuch  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  debates  on  these  Committees 
he  demanded  a  voice  for  the  Opposition  in  the 
selection  not  only  as  to  the  number,  but  also  as 
to  the  personnel  of  those  nominated  to  serve  on 
the  Committees.  Could  he  not  see  that  the 
object  of  those  on  this  side  of  the  House  was 
to  withdraw  the  appointment  of  these  Com- 
mittees from  party  influence?  It  was  there- 
fore the  merest  pretence  to  say  that  there  was 
any  inconsistency  in  now  advocating  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  sessional  Committees  by  a 
Selection  Committee.  The  object  in  each  case 
was  the  same — namely,  to  minimise  the  in- 
fluence of  party  in  these  Committees.  The 
light  honourable  gentleman  had  made  a 
Mr,  Seddon 


change  in  the  personnel  of  some  of  the  Com- 
mittees since  he  put  them  on  the  Order  Paper 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  has  been  a  change  in 
parties  since. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  have  some- 
thing to  say  on  that  head  by-and-by.  The 
changes  going  on  in  the  political  world  were 
not  oonflned  to  this  House:  changes  of  a 
more  far-reaching  character  than  he  would 
like  to  admit  were  going  on,  not  so  much  in 
the  House  as  amongst  those  who  had  sent 
them  there.  He  would  therefore  advise  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  bow  to  a  power 
greater  than  he — greater  than  that  House — 
and  he  would  advise  him  to  make  a  reasonable 
change  in  the  personnel  of  this  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  said,  ever  since  he 
became  a  member  of  the  House  the  custom 
had  been  for  the  Government  to  suggest  the 
names  of  the  members  of  the  Select  Gonunit- 
tees.  It  was  now  proposed  that  the  Opposition 
should  have  the  right  of  naming  membecs 
from  their  side  of  the  House.  No  doubt 
there  were  advantages  that  would  result  from 
that  course,  but  there  would  be  this  disad- 
vantage :  that  every  Committee  set  up  would 
then  be  more  or  less  a  party  Committee.  In 
the  olden  times  exception  was  sometimes  taken 
to  the  personnel  of  a  Committee,  but  this  was 
not  often  the  case,  because  the  Committees 
were  fairly  selected.  This  session,  however, 
the  members  had  not,  sa  a  rule,  been  fairly 
selected.  He  thought  what  was  wanted  was 
that  the  Gh>vernment  should  nominate  men 
fairly  as  between  the  two  parties  in  the  House. 
The  chiefs  and  Whips  of  parties  should  consult 
more  with  one  another  than  they  did  as  to  the 
personnel  of  the  Committees. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  last  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  remarked  chat  in  the 
olden  times  it  was  the  custom  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  nominate  the  Committees,  and  that 
might  to  a  certain  extent  be  true  for  the  olden 
times,  but  the  olden  times  were  better  politi- 
cally than  the  present  times.  Latterly  there 
had  been  a  want  of  fairness,  and  it  was  be- 
cause of  that  fact  that  a  change  was  now 
necessary.  He  did  not  think,  however,  that  it 
was  the'  custom  in  the  olden  times.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  the  custom  for  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  or  the  Whips  to  be  consulted  as  to 
the  names  proposed  to  be  placed  on  certain  of 
the  Committees,  and  that,  he  thought,  was  the 
right  thing  to  do.  But  within  the  last  six  or 
seven  years  that  custom  had  fallen  into  de- 
suetude, and  Committees  were  now  set  up 
entirely  on  the  nomination  of  the  Government^ 
without  any  consultation  with  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  or  the  Whips.  It  was  because 
the  fairness  was  absent  altogether  now  that  a. 
demand  was  made  for  a  change.  He  did  not 
know  that  it  mattered  much  what  the  custom 
was  here  or  elsewhere ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
demand  had  come  as  a  necessity  of  the  situation. 
Honourable  members  were  aware  that  the 
reports  brought  down  to  the  House  during 
the  last  four  or  five  years  from  certain  of  these 
Committees   were    absolutely  valueless.    The 
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0)mmittee8  had  reported  that  a  certain  line 
of  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Government, 
but  as  it  had  not  suited  the  Government  to 
take  that  line  they  had  not  done  so,  and, 
although  the  work  of  the  Committee  might 
have  been  most  arduous,  it  all  v^enc  for  nothing 
— no  notice  was  taken  of  their  reoommenda- 
iion.  Another  reason  for  the  change  was 
-that  a  lot  of  work  given  to  the  Committees 
was  valueless  because  Committees  had  been 
-set  up  with  a  deliberate  intention,  by  which 
he  meant  that  the  Committees  had  been  so 
oonsticuted  with  a  majority  of  the  Gk>vemment 
supporters  upon  them  that  the  report  of  a 
•Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  a  special 
case  had  been  more  or  less  valueless ;  they 
had  reported  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
desire  of  the  Minister  who  had  set  up  that 
particular  Committee.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
was  a  reason  for  altering  the  constitution  of 
the  Committees.  Another  reeison  was  an  im- 
portant one — to  re-establish  in  the  House  the 
influence  of  the  Committees.  The  Committee 
had  become  so  much  a  party  organization 
that  it  really  had  not  the  power  and  the  influ- 
•ence  it  should  have.  A  great  deal  more  work 
might  be  done  by  the  Committees  if  they  were 
properly  organized — if  they  were  so  set  up  as  to 
give  fair  and  proper  consideration  to  any  ques- 
tion brought  before  them.  That  was  not  the 
case  at  present.  The  desire,  therefore,  had 
«ome  for  reorganization  of  the  Committees. 
Then,  it  did  not  much  matter  what  the  custom 
had  been  in  the  past,  or  what  it  had  been  in 
other  countries ;  but,  even  admitting,  for  the 
«ake  of  argument,  that  custom  did  not  establish 
the  fact  that  in  other  countries  Committees 
were  elected  differently  to  what  they  were  in 
New  Zealand,  then  he  would  say  that  it 
«emained  for  this  colony  to  disregard  custom. 
The  colony  had  already  been  in  the  van  in 
terrain  changes  that  had  been  brought  about, 
and  if  in  this  matter  it  was  found  that 
old  customs  did  not  meet  with  approval. 
New  Zealand  should  again  be  in  the  van  and 
Alter  them,  so  that  in  future  the  reports  of  Com- 
mittees would  have  a  value  that  they  did  not 
have  at  present.  He  maintained  that  the 
Opposition  had  given  a  great  deal  too  much 
in  (he  matter,  and  if  they  had  maintained 
their  rights  as  established  by  custom  they 
would  not  have  permitted  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  these  Committees  should  be  such  as  to 
represent  the  ratio  of  the  parties  of  the  House. 
In  England  it  was  the  custom  to  give  the  ruling 
fK>wer  a  majority  of  only  one  on  these  Commit- 
tees. In  his  opinion  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion was  conceding  more  than  he  need  have 
•done  in  accepting  a  number  in  proportion  to 
the  strength  of  his  own  side  in  the  House. 
Now,  this  Selection  Committee  was  proposed 
to  be  constituted  in  a  ratio  of  four  to  one,  and 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister  whether  he 
considered  that  was  the  ratio  existing  between 
the  Government  party  and  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  not  a  political  or  party 
Committee. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked,  What  was  this  Selec- 
tion Committee  ? 


An  Hon.  Mkmbbb.— It  selects  Committees  to 
deal  with  private  Bills. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said.  True,  it  was  a  Committee 
to  select  another  Committee  to  deal  with 
private  Bills ;  but  suppose  a  private  Bill  were 
brought  in  by  an  Opposition  member,  and  the 
Government  wanted  to  show  how  little  influ- 
ence that  member  had  in  the  House,  the 
Government  could  influence  this  Committee, 
and  after  all  the  expense  the  parties  might 
have  been  put  to  in  introducing  that  Bill.  As 
to  the  Committee  not  being  a  party  Committee, 
he  held  that  no  Committee  should  be  a  party 
Committee,  and  that  was  where  the  evil  lay. 
The  whole  of  these  Committees  had  been  party 
Committees  and  nothing  else.  As  to  this  par- 
ticular Selection  Committee,  it  might  easily  be 
conceived  that  a  Minister  might  have  a  personal 
objection  to  some  Bill  that  was  introduced  by 
a  private  member ;  and  did  any  one  mean  to 
tell  him  that  that  Minister  could  not  influence 
the  fate  of  that  Bill  by  means  of  this  Commit- 
tee ?  As  to  the  Opposition  being  consulted  as 
to  the  names  of  members  from  their  own  side 
of  the  House  to  be  placed  on  a  particular 
Committee,  although  it  may  not  have  been  the 
rule  in  the  past,  still,  in  many  instances  the 
Opposition  had  be^n  consulted.  In  any  case 
there  was  no  reason  why,  if  the  present  system 
did  not  suit  them,  they  should  not  make  a 
change.  The  Government  seemed  to  hold  the 
belief  that  the  prerogative  of  selecting  these 
Committees  was  their  own,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  was  the  House  as  a  whole 
that  elected  the  members  of  Committees.    It 

P  QQ  was  surely  a  fair  thing,  and  it  did 
'  not  admit  of  argument  against  it,  that 
the  Opposition  should  be  allowed  to  suggest 
certain  members  to  represent  their  side  of  the 
House.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition,  after 
consultation  with  his  Whips  and  certain  mem- 
bers of  his  party,  would  be  in  a  better  position 
to  Iselect  the  most  suitable  members  of  his 
party  to  go  on  particular  Committees  than 
the  Premier  was.  Was  it  not  a  good  thing  that 
the  desires  of  members  should  be  consulted 
with  respect  to  their  going  on  Committees? 
In  cases  where  members'  wishes  were  con- 
sulted, the  work  of  Committees  was  always 
better  done.  If  members  were  appointed  to 
Committees  in  which  they  took  no  interest, 
what  was  the  result?  In  many  instances 
they  remained  away  from  the  meetings  of  the 
Committees.  It  seemed  to  him  a  great  pity 
that  Committees  had  been  so  constituted  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  that  the  influence  of 
their  recommendations  on  the  House  had  not 
been  so  great  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE  desired  to  ask 
the  Premier — with  the  view  of  facilitating  the 
public  business — whether  he  would  undertake 
that  evening  to  give  notice  to  strike  off  the 
name  of  one  of  the  Gk>vernment  party  on  the 
Committee,  and  substitute  the  name  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition,  leaving  the  Committee 
then  three  to  two,  as  it  should  be.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  that  would  take  away  all  the 
objections  urged  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee  as    it   now   stood,  and   it   would 
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probably  facilitate  the  progress  of  publte  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  told  the  House  before 
the  honourable  member  came  in  that  the 
Government  intended  to  add  another  name  to 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that  would 
be  four  to  two. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  did  not  matter  much 
so  far  as  this  Committee  was  concerned. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  the 
principle  involved  which  was  important. 

Mr.  HERRIES  would  like  the  Premier  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie) 
because  it  seemed  to  him  that  that  would  be  a 
simple  way  of  settling  the  difficulty.  He  would 
suggest  that  the  Premier  should  consult  with 
the  proposed  members  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Government  side  with  the  view  of  seeing 
which  of  them  should  go  ofif  the  Committee, 
and  in  order  that  another  member  from  the 
Opposition  should  be  selected  instead,  and  then 
he  thought  there  would  be  some  chance  of  get- 
ting the  Committee  put  through  to-night.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  whole  business  could 
thus  be  done  in  two  or  three  minutes,  and 
they  could  then  proceed  «to  the  setting-up 
of  the  Railways  Committee,  which  was  a 
much  more  important  Committee  than  the 
one  under  discussion,  and  do  away  with  a  lot 
of  talk  which  the  present  position  necessitated. 
What  was  the  position  now  ?  Looking  at  the 
names  of  the  proposed  members  of  this  Com- 
mittee, he  perceived  that  four  of  these  gentle- 
men belonged  to  the  Government  side,  and 
only  one  belonged  to  the  Opposition  side .  Wei  1 , 
nearly  the  whole  of  this  session  they  had  been 
contending  for  a  great  principle — the  principle 
of  proportional  representation— and  they  had 
been  contending  for  that  magic  term,  the  three- 
fifths  majority — or,  rather,  minority.  Their 
contention  had  been  that  in  a  Committee  con- 
sisting of  ten  members  the  representation 
should  be  in  the  proportion  of  six  to  four,  and 
no  one  could  say  by  any  effort  of  arithmetical 
conjuring  that  this  Committee  gave  the  desired 
proportion.  Of  course,  the  desire  was  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  business  of  the  country,  but  they 
could  not  allow  their  rights  to  be  trampled  on 
and  their  just  requests  spumed  as  was  proposed 
at  the  present  moment.  He  thought  it  must 
be  conceded  that  their  contention  was  a  per- 
fectly just  one,  and  they  were  only  endeavour- 
ing— and  he  thought  they  had  endeavoured  suc- 
cessfully so  far — to  establish  the  Committees 
on  this  proportion  of  six  to  four.  Of  course,  it 
was  said  that  this  Committee  was  not  a  party 
one ;  but  he  thought  that  was  said  rather 
wrongfully.  Now,  for  instance,  supposing  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  were  to  combine 
and  form  some  sort  of  a  "  Fox  Exploitation 
Company,"  or  to  construct  a  railway,  and  a 
private  Bill  was  introduced  for  that  purpose. 
They  would  have  to  submit  that  Bill  to  the 
consideration  of  a  Committee  which  was 
chosen  by  their  adversaries.  He  thought  very 
probably  their  time  and  money  would  be 
wasted,  and,  any  way,  in  a  matter  like  this,  it 
Mr,  M.  J,  S.  Mackensie 


was  very  possible  to  have  party  spirit  brooghi 
in.    He  thought  if  the  right  honoarable  ganUe- 
man  was  in  Opposition— as  they  trusted  he 
would  be  shortly — he  would  certainly  insist  on 
his  rights  being  given  him,  and  it  would  be  very 
just  and  proper  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  do  so.     If  they  were  refused  justice  ihey 
must  use  the  best  means  in  their  power  to  see 
that  the  minority  got  its  rights  and  justice.     If 
the  Premier  would  only  listen  to  the  still  small 
voice  of  conscience  the  elements  of  justice  and 
right  implanted  in  his  mind  would  cause  him  to 
realise  that  the  claim  of  the  Opposition  was 
perfectly  legitimate  and  right.    The   trouble 
was  that,  like  Pharaoh  of  old,  he  hardened  his 
heart  and  would  not  listen ;  but  the  time  would 
come  when  he  would  regret  this,  and  would  see 
that  he  had  been  doing  a  gross  injustice — that 
the   Opposition   were  right  and   that  he  was 
wrong.    As  to  the  personnel  of  the  Committee, 
it  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to  find  five  men  more 
fitted  for  the  Committee  than  those  named; 
but,  of  course,  it  was  for  the  Premier  to  select 
the  gentlemen  who  should  be  dropped  off  the 
Committee.    It  was  of  no  use  for  the  Premier 
to  say  he  would  add  one  more  member  to  the 
Committee,  because  that  would  not  give  them 
their  proper  proportion,  and  the  addition  coald 
not  be  made  without  itte  suspension  of  Stemd- 
ing  Orders,  which  of  itself  might  lead  to  the 
loss  of  several  hours.    The  principle  which  the 
Opposition  were  now  contending  for  was  one 
that  must  be  dear  to  all ;  it  was  simply  the 
principle  of  justice,  and  he  trusted  some  of 
the  members  of  the  Government  party  would 
rise  and    protest    against    the   leader  of  the 
Government,  a  doctor  of   laws,  thus   setting 
aside  the  great  principle  upon  which  all  law 
should   be    based.    The    principle    for  which 
the  Opposition  were  contending  was  that  for 
which  all  lawgivers  and  wise  men  of  ancient 
times   had  contended — namely,   the  right  of 
minorities.    If  the  right    honourable  gentle- 
man would  study  the  lives  of  the  great  Liberal 
leaders,  of  whom  he  claimed  to  be  the  suc- 
cessor, he  would  find  that  the  principle  for 
which   the    Opposition  were  now  contending 
was  the  very  essence  of  Liberalism,  and  in 
asserting  this  principle  the  Opposition  were 
proving  their  right  to  be  called  the  Liberals  <^ 
this  country.     When  they  went  to  their  con- 
stituencies, and  were  jeered  at  as  "  Tories,"  or 
called  other   supposedly  ignominious  names. 
they    could    say    they  were    not  Tories,  but 
were   the  true   Liberals,  for  they  had  stood 
out   for    the   rights    of    the   people — for  the 
rights  of  minorities — against  a  tyrannous  ma- 
jority; and  the  right  honour&ble  gentleman 
would  find  that  at  the  next  election  the  people 
would  rise  like  one  man,  hurl  out  the  tyrannous 
majority,  and  replace  it  by  a  majority  that 
would  not  be  tyrannous,  but  would  listen  to  the 
voice  of  justice,  and  would  certainly  consult 
the  leader  of  the  then  Opposition  as  to  the 
number  and  constitution  of  all  Committees, 
QQ      He  would  suggest  that  the  Premier 
should  just  walk  across  the  floor  of  the 
House  and  consult   with  the  leader  of   the 
Opposition  as  to  which  name  on  the  Oppositioa 
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•ide  be  paft  on  the  Committee,  and,  having 
done  that,  arrange  as  to  which  name  on  the 
Oovernment  side  be  straok  off.  If  the  Premier 
would  do  that  the  whole  trouble  would  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  then  they  oould  proceed  to  the 
ooDstitution  of  the  next  Committee.  But  it 
seemed  to  him  that  they  were  forced  to 
expend  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and  a  great  deal  of  what  might  be  termed 
natural  gas  in  enunciating  this  important 
principle,  and  he  was  astonished  that  that 
natural  sense  of  justice  which  must  be  in  the 
Premier  did  not  impel  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  lo  accede  to  this  just  and  reason- 
able demand.  He  was  sorry  to  notice  that  the 
members  of  the  Oovernment  side  appeared  to 
be  quite  unconscious  of  the  part  they  were 
acting  in  trying  to  stifle  the  voice  of  justice 
and  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  minority,  and 
it  must  be  that  their  loyalty  to  the  party  pre- 
vented them  from  at  once  rising  up  and  asking 
the  Premier  to  concede  the  just  demand  — 
that  the  representation  of  these  Committees 
should  be  in  proportion  to  the  numbers 
of  each  of  the  two  parties  in  the  House. 
This  principle  that  tne  Opposition  was  con- 
tendinjg  for  was  no  new  one.  It  was  one  that 
had  existed  ever  since  the  world  began — that 
the  minority  should  have  proportional  represen- 
tation in  everything.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Opposition  to  protest  as  strongly  and  as  long 
as  they  were  able  against  such  deprivation  of 
their  rights,  and  in  doing  so  they  were  not 
fighting  for  ^he  rights  of  individual  members, 
but  for  the  rights  of  the  constituencies  which 
sent  them  there. 

Mr.  McOUIRE,  in  the  first  place,  wished  to 
appeal  to  the  honour  and  sense  of  justice  of 
members  of  the  House,  and  ask  them — believ- 
ing them  to  be  honourable  and  honest  men— if 
they  honestly  thought  this  Committee,  as  it 
was  now  proposed  to  be  set  up  by  the  Premier, 
represented  the  Opposition  members  of  this 
House.  He  felt  satisfied  that  honourable 
members  of  the  Oovernment  party  must  admit 
that  it  did  not.  Let  honourable  members  con- 
sider the  question,  and  let  them  look  at  the 
compoeition  of  this  Committee.  He  personally 
had  nothing  to  say  against  the  gentlemen 
nominated  to  that  Committee.  He  would  take 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall-Jones  first :  He  was  a 
gentleman  he  had  a  great  regard  for,  and  he 
would  be  a  very  good  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Then,  they  had  Mr.  Joyce,  who  was  a 
man  weU  qualified  not  only  to  take  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  House  and  on  this  parti- 
cular Committee,  but  was  well  qualified  to  com- 
mand the  Forces  of  this  country,  or  to  be  on 
the  Supreme  Court  bench,  and  from  his  know- 
ledge of  that  gentleman  and  the  opinion  he 
had  of  himself,  he  would  be  in  every  way  suit- 
able to  take  the  place  of  the  Chief  Justice. 
Then,  there  was  the  Hon.  Major  Steward,  who 
had  held  very  important  offices,  and  had  also 
rendered  good  service  to  the  State  cks  Chairman 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  and  also  as  Speaker 
of  the  House,  and  in  the  latter  capacity  he 
rendered  great  service  to  his  party.  The  last, 
though  not  the  least,  was  Mr.   Ouinness,  a  , 


gentlensan  for  whom  he  had  a  great  admira- 
tion, and  who  was  fit  for  any  position  this 
country  oould  give  him,  and  he  believed  the 
day  was  not  far  distant  when  he  would  occupy 
a  very  prominent  position.  But,  after  all,  wae 
it  fair,  under  our  party  system  of  govern- 
ment, that  four  honourable  gentlemen  from 
the  Oovernment  side  of  the  House  should  be 
on  this  very  important  Committee,  and  only 
one  Opposition  member  ?  He  would  ask,  waa 
this  just?  The  constitution  of  all  Commit* 
tees  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  members  on  each  side  of  the  House* 
Even  the  '*  left  wing,"  which  was  an  im- 
portant section  of  the  House,  should  be,  he 
thought,  fairly  represented.  He  was  astonished 
that  the  Premier  did  not  understand  the 
change  that  had  taken  place.  During  thia 
Parliament  the  Premier  had  shown  a  great 
amount  of  agility.  He  had  on  many  occasions 
during  this  session  taken  off  his  big  boots  and 
climbed  down  in  the  most  humiliating  way. 
He  had  repeatedly  come  into  the  House  with 
his  big  boots  on  and  his  fingers  in  his  vest, 
and  swelled  himself  to  such  a  size  that  one  who 
did  not  know  the  right  honourable  gentleman' 
would  think  he  occupied  the  whole  chamber. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  waslebll  bounce 
and  blow ;  he  sometimes  made  as  great  a  noise 
as  a  roaring  lion,  but  when  he  was  met  by  the 
Opposition  with  argument  he  oould  not  confute 
he  rushed  out  of  the  House  like  a  little  dog. 
He  remembered  a  circumstance  that  happened 
on  one  occasion  when  he  (Mr.  McOuire)  was  in 
charge  of  a  petition  from  a  gentleman  who  waa 
not  a  friend  of  the  Premier's,  because  he  had 
a  mind  of  his  own,  and  therefore  was  not  of  the 
"right  colour."  The  Committee  to  which  the 
petition  was  referred  contained  a  majority  of 
the  Premier's  followers,  as  there  generally  were 
on  Committees  of  the  House ;  but  the  Premier, 
thinking  matters  were  not  going  on  to  his  satis- 
faction there,  went  to  this  particular  Com- 
mittee meeting.  As  soon  as  he  entered  the 
room  the  Chairman  and  all  the  Gk>vernmeni 
supporters  seemed  to  disappear  as  if  by  magic, 
and  no  one  appeared  to  be  there  but  Mr. 
Seddon.  But  what  astonished  him  (Mr. 
McOuire)  most  was  that,  although  the  Com- 
mittee had  come  to  a  certain  resolution 
favourable  to  the  petitioner,  that  resolution 
was  at  once  reversed  as  the  result  of  the 
Premier's  visit. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  business  before  the 
House  was  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
Selection,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  keep  the  de- 
bate to  that  subject. 

Mr.  McOUIBE  said  that  was  what  he  was 
coming  to.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a  fair  representation  of  the  House  on  this 
Committee  and  on  every  other  Committee^ 
honourable  members  who  were  imbued  with  a 
sense  of  honour  and  justice.  He  was  very 
pleased  to  notice  the  moderate  language  that 
had  been  used  in  this  discussion  by  the  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
and  that  the  other  side  had  evidently  indorsed 
all  that  they  had  said,  as  no  one  from  that 
side  had  risen    to  refute  a  single   statement 
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that  had  been  made.  The  Gommifttee  about 
to  be  set  up  might  have  some  very  important 
functions  to  perform  during  this  session,  as  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  so  ably  pointed 
out.  For  instance,  it  might  have  the  selection 
of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  Horo- 
whenua.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  Banking 
Committee  this  session;  but  if  they  had  a 
banking  inquiry  he  trusted  the  late  Chairman 
of  the  Banking  Committee  would  be  upon  it, 
because  he  was  a  gentleman  who  possessed  a 
backbone  when  the  eye  of  the  Premier  was  not 
upon  him.  Then,  thev  had  been  promised  that 
something  should  be  done  in  the  matter  of  the 
Standing  Orders  to  place  them  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing. He  was  sorry  to  see  that  the  Premier 
said  some  time  ago  nothing  would  be  done  in 
this  direction  this  session.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  Mr.  Speaker  should  have  re- 
stored to  him  the  privileges  he  formerly  enjoyed 
in  having  the  appointment  and  control  of  the 
officers  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  this  matter  was  outside 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
and  it  was  therefore  not  the  proper  place  to 
discuss  that  subject. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  said,  if  that  was  so  he  would 
not  speak' of  it.  But  he  felt  convinced  that 
honourable  members  must  admit  that  party 
government  had  been  shaken  to  its  very  founda- 
tions in  this  country  through  the  action  of  the 
Premier  and  his  followers,  and  the  way  they 
had  conducted  business  in  the  House,  if  that 
was  so— and  he  was  satisfied  that  it  could  not 
be  denied — then  it  was  necessary  that  the  Com- 
mittees should  be  set  up  in  a  fair  and  honest 
manner.  What  honourable  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  wanted  was  fair-play.  That 
was  all  that  this  side  of  the  House  contended 
for;  they  desired  to  be  fairly  represented  on 
all  Committees  of  this  House.  The  country 
expected  them  to  stand  up  for  their  rights,  and 
to  see  that  the  liberties  of  that  House  were  not 
invaded.  The  day  was  fast  approaching  when 
the  Government  party  would  be  in  a  minority. 
Therefore  he  advised  members  on  the  Oovem- 
ment  side  of  the  House  not  to  be  the  mere 
fetch-and-carry  dogs  of  the  Minister,  but  to 
stand  up  like  free  men  for  the  honour,  dignity, 
and  constitutional  rights  of  that  House.  He 
was  appealing  to  the  House  to  act  on  fair  and 
conscientious  lines.  It  was  not  a  proper  thing 
that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  any  section  of 
that  House  should  be  taken  from  them  by  any 
party  in  Parliament,  and  therefore  he  trusted 
the  Premier  would  see  his  way  to  once  more 
climb  down  from  that  lofty  but  untenable 
pedestal  he  was  now  attempting  to  stand  on, 
and  proceed  with  the  business  of  the  country  on 
lines  of  equity  and  justice.  By  doing  so  on  this 
occasion  he  would  show  that  he  was  acting 
justly  and  fairly  to  a  minority  of  that  House,  a 
minority  which  was  determined  to  have  justice 
done  to  them.  As  long  as  he  had  a  seat  in  that 
House  he  should  always  contend  for  what  was 
right  and  just,  and,  above  all,  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  whose  liberty  was  now  invaded  by  the 
Premier.  When  the  present  Administration 
went  out  of  office  and  the  Opposition  took 
Mr.  McOuire 


their  places  on  the  Treasury  benches,  if  they, 
when  installed,  attempted  to  do  a  similar 
injustice  as  that  attempted  by  the  Govern- 
ment he  would  not  be  a  party  to  such  an 
outrageous  injustice.  He  did  not  believe  in 
injustice  of  any  kind.  He  hated  the  thing, 
and  was  astonished  to  see  men  he  had  a  re- 
spect for  acting  in  the  way  they  were  doing— 
simply  doing  what  one  man  wished  them  to  do. 
Surely  they  should  have  some  minds  of  their 
own,  and  rise  to  the  occasion,  and  see  that 
justice  was  done  fairly  and  honestly.  If  any  of 
them  were  refractory,  and  showed  the  slightest 
independence,  a  notice  was  given  to  the  Pre- 
mier by  the  Whips  that  such  was  the  case,  and 
a  caucus  was  immediately  called.  They  were 
brought  up  to  the  Joint  room  and  were  kicked 
into  line,  and  they  came  down  to  that  House 
and  did  the  Premier's  bidding  for  a  time,  until 
they  again  forgot  themselves,  when  they  had 
again  to  visit  the  room  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Whips,  when  the  same  medicine  was  adminis- 
tered to  them.  Time  would  not  permit  him  to 
further  discuss  this  matter.  He  was  more 
sorry  than  angry  at  the  Government  sup- 
porters. 

Mr.  BBOWN  said  that  after  the  demand 
which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  made, 
that  the  Selection  Committee  should  be  a 
representative  Committee  of  that  House,  and 
after  hearing  him  quote  from  the  leading 
authority  on  parliamentary  usage  that  in 
the  House  of  Commons  it  was  usual  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  of  Selection  to  select  the 
names  of  members  of  all  the  Select  Com- 
mittees, he  was  surprised  that  the  Premier 
should  try  to  mislead  the  members  of  that 
House  into  believing  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  had  abandoned  the  demand 
which  he  made  on  a  former  occasion  when 
the  question  was  the  setting-up  of  Com- 
mittees. The  Premier  twitted  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  with  having  abandoned  tiie 
principle  that  both  sides  of  that  House 
should  be  represented  in  a  fair  proportion  on 
these  Committees.  What  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  contended  was  that  a  Committee  of 
Selection  should  be  set  up  to  select  the  names 
of  gentlemen  to  serve  on  special  Committees. 
He  did  not  mention  that  in  connection  with 
the  setting- un  of  the  sessional  Committees  at 
all.  What  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  con- 
tended for  now,  and  had  all  along  contended 
for,  was  this :  that  each  side  of  that  House 
should  be  represented  on  each  and  every  Com- 
mittee in  a  fair  proportion ;  and,  taking  the 

g  QQ  number  of  the  Opposition  at  twenty- 
'  eight  in  a  House  of  seventy,  and  the 
proportion  for  Committees  as  two-fifths,  there- 
fore on  this  Committee  of  Selection  there 
ought  to  have  been  two  members  selected 
from  the  Opposition  and  three  only  from 
the  Government.  The  Premier,  in  order 
to  draw  a  red -herring  across  the  scent, 
suggested  that  another  member  of  the  Opposi- 
tion should  be  placed  on  the  Committee,  mak- 
ing six  on  the  Committee,  whereas  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Standing  Orders  there  could 
be  only  five.    Now,  there  was  no  member  in 
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the  Houae  better  acquainted  with  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  than  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  and 
he  mast  have  known  that  there  oould  be 
only  five  members  on  this  Committee.  What 
would  have  been  a  fair  thing  to  do,  when  he 
found  that  the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey 
had  inadvertently  selected  four  Government 
members  and  only  one  Opposition  member, 
would  have  been  to  have  asked  one  of  the 
Government  members  to  withdraw  from  the 
Committee,  and  then  have  consulted  with  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  as  to  the  name  of  a 
gentleman  from  that  side  who  might  have  been 
placed  on  the  Committee  in  order  to  make  up 
the  number  to  five.  The  Opposition  con- 
tended for  the  principle  of  justice,  and 
they  considered  that  the  Committees  should 
represent  all  sections  of  the  House — even  the 
*'  left  wing."  He  always  understood  that  one 
of  the  main  principles  of  Liberalism  was  that 
all  parties  in  the  State  should  be  fairly  re- 
presented, and  it  followed  that  on  every  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
•different  parties  should  be  fairly  represented. 
He  was  surprised  to  find  how  the  so-called 
Liberal  party  in  this  colony  had  departed  from 
one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Liberal  creed.  He  urged  the  members  of 
the  Liberal  party  to  carry  out  one  of  the  first 
principles  of  their  creed,  and  allow  the  Opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House  to  be  fairly  represented 
on  this  Committee  of  Selection.  There  was  no 
use  trying  to  blink  the  fact  that  an  attempt 
was  being  made  to  deprive  that  side  of  the  House 
of  its  just  representation  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

Captain  RUSSELL  did  not  think  the  debate 
should  be  adjourned  without  some  reason  being 
given.  It  was  quite  time  the  Committees  were 
set  up.  Half  the  business  of  Parliament  was 
done  by  Committees,  and  he  believed  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  if  the  whole  of  the  business  of 
the  House  had  to  pass  under  their  supervision. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  must  keep  to  the  subject  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  show  why  the  debate  on  the  setting-up 
of  this  Committee  should  not  be  adjourned,  as 
upon  the  setting-up  of  these  Committees  much 
of  the  business  of  the  House  depended.  His 
endeavour  was  to  show  that  it  was  essential 
that  the  Committee  should  be  set  up. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  the  main 
question. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  his  argument  was 
that  the  debate  should  not  be  adjourned  be- 
cause it  was  essential  the  Committee  should 
be  set  up,  and  if  the  debate  was  adjourned  it 
oould  not  be  set  up.  The  Committees  were  of 
such  importance  that  nothing  should  interfere 
with  them.  If  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  postponed  it  would  only  come  on 
again  next  day,  or  some  other  time,  and  they 
would  be  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  they 
were  that  night.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  motion  gave  no  reason  for  the 
adjournment,    yet  if  it  were  agreed  to  they 


would  be  in  the  position  of  having  private  Bills 
brought  up  before  Parliament  and  no  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  them.  As  he  had  said  all 
along,  the  Opposition  were  anxious  that  this 
Committee  should  be  set  up.  It  would  be  no 
slur  on  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  who  had 
a  great  many  things  to  attend  to,  if  he  were  to 
allow  his  name  to  be  removed  from  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  travelling  outside  the  question  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wanted  to  show  some 
reason  why  the  debate  should  not  be  adjourned. 
He  surely  had  a  right  to  say  more  than  that  he 
either  apnroved  or  disapproved  of  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  what  he  now  wanted  to  say  was  that 
the  palpable  object  of  the  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment was  to  prevent  the  setting-up  of  a 
Selection  Committee  at  all,  and  it  would  be  a 
monstrous  thing  if  they  had  not  a  Committee 
of  the  kind.  He  could  give  fifty  reasons  why 
the  debate  should  not  be  adjourned,  but  it 
seemed  one  could  say  no  more  than  that  the 
Committee  was  a  good  one  and  therefore  should 
be  set  up,  or  that  the  Committee  was  a  bad  one 
and  its  setting-up  should  therefore  be  post- 
poned. It  appeared  to  him  that  a  speaker  was 
tied  up  to  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  continued  this  line  of  discussion  he 
would  have  to  exercise  the  powers  reposed  in 
him  of  directing  him  to  discontinue  speaking. 
He  gave  him  warning  that  he  must  discontinue 
speaking  on  subjects  foreign  to  that  of  the 
adjournment.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
now  spoken  half  the  time  allowed  him,  and  to  a 
considerable  extent,  notwithstanding  his  inter- 
position, to  the  main  question,  whilst  he  knew 
that  no  reference  was  allowed  to  the  main 
question  on  the  motion  for  adjourning  the 
debate. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  no  debate  at  all 
was  allowed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  would  have  to 
rule  the  honourable  gentleman  out  of  order  if  he 
persisted  in  asking  such  a  question,  as  to 
whether  no  debate  at  all  was  allowed. 

Captain  RUSSELL  could  not  think  that  the 
principle  on  which  he  had  so  far  proceeded — 
that  reasons  should  be  shown  why  the  debate 
should  not  be  adjourned — was  not  a  proper 
one.  He  had  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  main 
principle  of  the  appointment  of  the  Committee. 
He  could  not  think,  in  discussing  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  he  had  no  right  to  allude 
to  the  question  of  the  debate,  but,  as  the  Speaker 
ruled  that  such  was  the  case,  he  had  no  choice 
but  to  bow  to  his  ruling,  though  he  did  not 
accept  it  as  correct. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  confine  himself  to  rea- 
sons why  the  debate  should  be  adjourned. 
The  fact  was  he  saw  there  was  no  possibility  of 
coming  to  any  conclusion  on  the  question,  and, 
as  there  were  other  Committees  which  should 

be  set  up 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  this  was 
tt  propos. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 
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Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  were  other 
matters  whioh  he  wished  to  have  dis- 
otiBsed  by  the  House.  Of  course,  the  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  held  that,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  travelling  beyond  the  question 
of  adjournment.  He  must  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  warning  that  he  was  introducing 
matter  irrelevant  to  the  adjournment  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  the  debate  would  be  ad- 
journed, so  that  the  House  could  go  on  with 
Home  other  business. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  had  at  first  thought  the 
honourable  member  had  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  so  as  to  give  the  members 
of  the  "  left  wing,"  some  of  whom  were  away  at 
Christchurch,  an  opportunity  of  taking  part  in 
it.  But  it  afterwards  appeared  to  him  that 
this  motion  wan  moved  in  concert  with  the 
members  of  the  Opposition,  because  most  of 
the  Opposition  members  had  already  spoken 
on  the  main  question,  and  the  question  must 
have  been  put  if  it  had  not  been  intercepted 
by  a  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
He  thought  the  debate  should  not  be  adjourned, 
as  when  it  had  once  been  laid  down  that  certain 
business  was  to  be  done  they  should  have  that 
opportunity  of  recording  their  opinions  and 
votes  upon  the  question.  He  considered  the 
motion  was  simply  a  move  for  the  purpose  of 
frustrating  the  business  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  HEKE  asked  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  to  what  time  he  wished  the 
debate  adjourned. 

Mr.  HOLLAND.— To-morrow. 

Mr.  HEKE  regretted  that  the  honourable 
member  had  been  called  upon  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
Unfortunately  for  him,  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  Holland)  had  been 
caught  napping,  and  he  had  been  used  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Grey  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate.  He  protested  against  the  action 
of  the  honourable  member  in  moving  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  would  support  the  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  During  the 
half-hour  supper  adjournment  he  hoped  that 
honourable  members  would  be  able  to  come  to 
such  an  arrangement  as  would  enable  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  to  proceed.  In  all  these 
matters  there  must  be  give  and  take  on  both 
sides,  or  the  parliamentary  machine  would  not 
work.  He  would  press  on  the  Government  and 
the  Opposition  that  something  should  be  done 
to  get  rid  of  the  block  which  existed  in  the 
business. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  wished  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  stated  that  he  had 
been  "  used  "  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Grey.  He  denied  that.  The  reason  he  moved 
the  adjournment  was  because  he  saw  no  busi- 
ness was  to  be  done  on  that  Committee  to- 
night; whereas  there  were  other  important 
Committees  which  might  possibly  be  set  up  in 
which  the  proportion  was  more  favourable  to 
the  Opposition. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  hoDoorablft 
member  for  Auckland  City,  Mr.  HoUaad 
should  have  given  reasons  for  taking  such  an 
important  step  as  moving  the  adjonmment 
of  the  debate.  He  (Mr.  Buchanan)  therefore 
thought  it  was  his  duty  to  resist  the  adjourn- 
ment until  adequate  reasons  had  been  given, 
and  also  because  it  was  a  repetition  of  what 
they  had  complained  of  again  and  again— 
namely,  the  pernicious  interference  of  the 
Government  with  the  Order  Paper,  with  the 
result  that  it  was  impossible  for  members  to 
know  or  prepare  for  what  business  was  coming 
on.  They  had  had  to  make  the  gravest  pro- 
tests against  the  Government  for  jumping 
from  one  end  of  the  Order  Paper  to  the  other, 
so  that  no  member  of  either  side  of  the  House 
had  anv  idea  of  what  the  order  of  the  business 
would  be.  Surely,  after  the  exhausting  debate 
of  thirty- three  hours  through  which  the  Go- 
vemment  had  tyrannically  dragged  them  it 
was  his  duty  to  stand  up  against  such  an  abuse 
of  power.  Would  the  Premier  tell  them  what 
he  really  proposed  to  do  in  the  event  of  bis 
securing  an  adjournment  of  the  debate  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  proposed  to  adjourn 
the  Railways  Committee  and  the  Mines  Com- 
mittee, and  to  take  three  or  four  Committees 
where  the  names  were  in  the  proportion  claimed 
by  the  Opposition.  If  the  leader  of  the  Oppoei- 
tion  objected  to  the  Mines  Committee  he  would 
not  bring  it  up.  He  proposed  to  set  up  the  Com- 
mittees whicn  were  not  opposed,  and  whioh  had 
Bills  referred  to  them ;  because  if  those  Com- 
mittees were  not  now  set  up  that  fact  would 
probably  jeopardize  dealing  with  the  Bills 
during  the  present  session. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
there  was  not  a  single  Committee  which  did  not 
want  more  adjustment  than  it  bad  got  up  to 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  well  known 
that  he  was  a  party  man  to  the  extent  of  be- 
lieving that  a  private  member  should  follow  his 
leGbder  in  everything  within  reason;  but  he 
would  say  at  once  that,  if  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  on  the  present  occasion  stated 
that  the  sessional  Committees  were  fairly  con- 
stituted, he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  go 
against  him,  painful  as  such  a  position  would 
undoubtedly  be.  Why,  he  would  ask  again,  bad 
the  Government,  or  rather  one  of  their  sup- 
porters, moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate? 
Was  it  because  they  wished  to  further  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  ?  Certainly  not.  Their 
purpose  was  no  other  than  that  with  whioh  the 
Premier  commenced  the  session — ^namely,  that 
as  little  business  as  possible  should  be  done. 
It  was  really  lamentable  that  they  should,  at 
this  stage  of  a  session  which  must  necessarily 
be  a  short  one,  be  discussing  this  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  a  debate  when  they  had  so 
much  business  of  an  important  character  on 
the  Order  Paper.  The  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  undoubtedly  answerable  for  nearly 
all  the  time  which  was  being  wasted. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  wished  to  point 
out  the  inferences  that  might  be  drawn  from  the 
motion  to  adjourn  the  debate.    Let  the  Hoosa 
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bear  in  mind  that   this  was  an  unforeseen 
motion.    It  was  entirely  onexpeoted.    It  was 
not  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  House.    It  was 
moved  by  a  follower  of  the  Government  who 
did  not  often  take  part  in  the  debates  of  the 
House.     Looking,  therefore,  to  these   things 
—  to  the   manner  in   which   it  was    moved, 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  it, 
and  the  unexpected  nature  of  it — he  thought 
there  were  inferences  to    be  drawn   from  it 
which  required  to  be  placed  before  the  House. 
The  first    was    that   the   House   was   unable 
to  carry  on    the    debate    from    sheer  weari- 
ness, since  almost  immediately  preceding  that 
debate  members  had  for  nearly  forty  hours 
been  continuously  debating  another  question. 
Now,  he  could  disprove   this  assumption  by 
positive  evidence.    Taking  the  members  indi- 
vidually,   or    taking  the    House    collectively, 
there  was  no  sign  that  the  House  was  unable  to 
go  on  with  the  debate.     Still,  their  continuous 
work  just  previously  had  been  so  distressing,  so 
unusual,  and  so  unjustifiable  that  if  the  House 
collectively  were  unable  to  go  on  with  the  work 
as  implied  in  the  motion  no  one  could  wonder 
at  it.    He  oould  not  believe  that  in  moving  this 
motion  at  such  an  early  hour  of  the  night — 
half-past  nine — the  honourable  gentleman  in- 
tended to  oast  a  reflection  on  the  ability  of  the 
House  to  conduct  its  business.    But  it  surely 
was  a  remarkable  thing  that  the  Premier  him- 
self did  not  move  this  motion,  and  that  the  Pre- 
mier wasnot  even  in  his  seat  when  it  was  moved ; 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were  two  Ministers 
in  the  Chamber  at  the  time  it  was  moved.     If 
there  was  any  one  doctrine  which  more  than 
another    the    Premier    had    expressed    with 
persistent  reiteration,  was  it  not  that  it  was 
for  the  Premier  to  guide  the  proceedings  of 
the  House,  and  keep  the  controlling-power,  as 
ife  were,  in  his  own  hands?    Why,  then,  did 
he  not  himself  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  ?    Supposing  that  instead  of  one  of  his 
own  followers  moving  it  a  member  of  the  Oppo- 
sition had  done  so,  he  ventured  to  say  the  Pre- 
mier would  have  got  up,  and,  with  what  the 
Bight  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  termed  his 
<•  booming  eloquence,"  would  have  said  he  was 
not  going  to  allow  the  controlling  power  vested 
in  him  by  the  Constitution  to  be  taken  from  out 
his  hands.    He  would  have  said  that,  so  long 
as  he  was  Premier  be  would  allow  no  man  to 
interfere  with  his  particular  duties,  and  if  the 
Oppositionist  had  persisted  there  would  have 
been  a  caucus  of  Government  supporters  held 
to  deoide  how  the  case  was  to  be  met. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  Mr.  Speaker,  if  what 
the  Premier  might  say  under  certain  circum- 
stances was  any  reason  for  or  against  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable 
member  was  straining  the  practice  of  the 
House,  which  required  him  to  keep  to  the 
question  of  the  adjournment  of  the  deoate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  was  endeavour- 
ing to  show  what  would  have  followed  had  this 
motion  been  moved  by  a  member  on  this  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  It  would  have 
been  accepted  as  a  want- of -confidence  motion. 


on  the  ground  that  the  controlling  power  of 
the  House  was  being  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Premier.  Then,  the  conclusion  to  be 
deduced  from  his  argument  was  that  if  a 
private  member  of  the  Opposition  was  not 
to  be  allowed  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  why  in  fairness  should  a  private 
member  on  the  Government  side,  a  new  and 
inexperienced  member  too,  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  Premier?  If  he 
were  to  be  allowed  to  do  so  without  infringing 
constitutiona]  proprieties,  then,  in  fairness,  so* 
should  a  private  member  of  the  Opposition. 
In  future,  therefore,  if  they — the  Opposition— 
did  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  as 
was  done  last  night,  against  the  Premier's 
wish,  he  hoped  the  Premier  would  not  take  it 
amiss,  but  regard  it  as  a  constitutional  proceed- 
ing, and  such  as  under  no  circumstances  could 
be  pronounced  to  be  equivalent  to  a  want-of- 
confidence  motion.  There  was  another  infer- 
ence to  be  drawn  from  the  motion — it  must  have 
occurred  to  every  member  of  the  House  that, 
assuming  the  Premier  had  anything  to  do  with 
it,  if  he  inspired  it,  it  was  a  reflection  upon  what 
might  be  termed  his  own  mental  stability.  Did 
it  not  suggest  a  certain  amount  of  instability, 
the  instability  that  was  commonly  called  "  not 
knowing  one's  own  mind  "?  If  the  honourable 
member  wanted  to  adjourn  this  debate  at  half  • 
past  nine,  why  did  he  suddenly  bring  on  this 
resolution  at  eight  o'clock?  Had  anything 
occurred  to  make  the  honourable  gentleman 
change  his  mind  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI.— Yes;  the  arguments  of  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— *'The  arguments 
of  the  Opposition  1"  Now,  he  could  not  under- 
stand that.  The  arguments  of  the  Opposition,, 
powerful  though  they  ordinarily  were,  were  not 
directed  to  the  adjournment  of  tbe  debate. 
They  were  directed  to  something  which  it  was 
not  allowable  for  him  to  mention.  Was  it  not 
a  reflection  upon  the  mental  stability  of  the 
Premier  that  he  should  deliberately  have  pro- 
ceeded to  a  motion  at  eight  o'clock  which  he 
found  it  desirable  to  adjourn  at  half  past  nine? 
That  had  not  been  the  character  ascribed  to- 
the  Premier  hitherto.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  always  been  considered  to  be  a 
strong-minded  man  who  knew  what  he  wanted, 
and  when  he  made  up  his  mind  on  a  particular 
subject  was  determined  to  carry  it  out.  And  if 
it  was  to  be  said  as  a  consequence,  and  a  natural 
consequence,  of  what  occurred  that  evening 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  know 
his  own  mind,  then  he  was  bound  to  admit 
the  action  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  taken  that  evening  went  a  very  consider- 
able way  towards  justifying  that  opinion  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  colony.  Then, 
Sir,  the  honourable  member  who  moved  the 
motion  for  adjournment  declared  at  the  time, 
or  a  few  minutes  after  doing  so, — at  that 
moment  he  could  not  remember  when  it 
was, — he  got  up  in  his  place  and  said,  "It 
has  been  urged  that  the  Premier  has  com- 
pelled me  to  make  this  motion.  I  desire  to 
say  that  the  Premier  had  no  control  over  me. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


660 


Committee 


[HOUSE.] 


of  Seleetion. 


[Nov.  11 


I  moved  the  adjournment  because  I  saw  that 
no  business  was  going  to  be  done  this  night." 

An  Hon.  MBMBBR.~Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  was  glad  to  be 
confirmed  in  the  accuracy  of  his  quotation. 
When  he  gave  that  as  a  reason,  what  right 
had  he  for  doing  so?  He  would  like  to  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  what  his  peculiar 
idea  of  business  was  when  he  declared  that  he 
saw  the  House  was  going  to  do  no  business 
that  night,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House  in  oon> 
sequence  ?  He  would  like  to  ask  him  to  say  later 
on  what  his  idea  of  business  was.  He  wished  to 
tell  that  honourable  gentleman,  and  he  did  so 
hecause  he  was  a  young  and  inexperienced 
member  of  the  House,  that  when  honourable 
members  —  and  especially  members  or  his 
(Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie's)  side  of  the  House — 
were  debating  a  question  put  before  them  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Government,  and  were 
doing  it  in  an  ordinary  and  proper  fashion, 
that  that  was  the  business  of  the  House.  Did 
the  honourable  gentleman  ever  reflect  upon 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "  Parliament"  ?  What 
^as  the  meaning  of  it  ?  It  was  a  place  where 
people  came  to  talk.  And  because  they  talked 
was  it  necessarily  a  waste  of  time  ?  There  was 
no  other  way  of  getting  at  the  truth  of  a  ques- 
tion except  by  stripping  it  bare ;  and  how 
could  they  do  it  unless  they  talked  about 
it  ?  He  asked  the  honourable  member  who 
moved  the  adjournment  whose  fault  was  it 
that  no  business  was  being  done  ?  The  honour- 
able member  for  Gaversham  said  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  Opposition.  Was  he  to  understand 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  the 
Opposition  led  that  House,  and  controlled  its 
business  ?  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
thought  that  it  was  necessary  to  adjourn  the 
debate  because  there  was  no  business  being 
done,  whose  fault  was  it  ?  He  (Mr.  M.  J.  S. 
Mackenzie)  said,  without  hesitation,  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  Premier,  who  had  lost  all  control 
of  the  House,  who  had  committed  the  mistake, 
he  now  saw,  of  putting  before  them  business 
which  he  must  have  known  would  lead  to  dis- 
cussion, and  immediately  afterwards  moving 
to  adjourn  the  discussion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
is  now  dealing  with  a  question  that  is  not 
connected  with  the  motion  for  adjournment  of 
•the  debate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  an 
incidental  allusion,  and  he  was  going  to  ask 
Mr.  Speaker  what  was  the  meaning  of  Standing 
Order  No.  158.  He  had  no  desire  to  incur  Mr. 
Speaker's  reprobation  or  trespass  on  the  rules 
of  the  House.  Gould  he  not  allude  to  the  main 
question  incidentally? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  Standing  Order  No.  158 
had  no  bearing  on  the  debate,  as  there  was  no 
amendment  before  the  House,  and  the  Standing 
Order  which  confined  debates  to  amendments 
therefore  could  not  apply. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said,  Mr.  Speaker 

was  quite  right,  as  he  always  was.   He  had  read 

in  the  Standing  Order  the  word  **  amendment " 

for    **  adjournment,"    consequent    upon    the 

Mr.  M,  J.  8.  Mackeruie 


weariness  he  felt  after  a  forty-eight  hours' 
sitting.  It  might  be  almost  impossible  for  him 
in  going  along  not  to  perhaps  make  some  sort 
of  distant  allusion  that  might  appear  to  touch 
on  the  main  question,  but  he  would  endeavour 
to  avoid  doing  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  given  the  honour- 
able gentleman  a  warning  that  continual  irre- 
levance would  compel  him  to  pat  in  force  an 
order  he  had  never  enforced  as  yet — namely, 
to  require  the  honourable  gentleman  to  disoon- 
tinue  his  speech. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE  would  endeavour 
to  the  best  of  his  ability  to  obev  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair.  A  remark  fell  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  in  giving  reasons  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  which  struck  him  as 
very  remarkable.  The  honourable  member  said 
that  the  action  of  the  Premier  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  process  of  putting  off  the 
business  of  the  House  from  day  tO:[day.  He 
alluded  to  the  extraordinary  deviations  from 
the  Order  Paper,  and  said  that  the  bringlDg  on 
of  that  motion  that  evening  was  of  a  piece  with 
his  action  all  through  the  session.  That  re- 
mark had  led  him  (Mr.  Mackenzie)  to  look  up 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "adjournment,"  smd  it 
was  astonishing  how  the  literal  meaning  of  the 
word  corroborated  the  line  of  conduct  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa  imputed  to  the  Pre- 
mier. He  found  the  word  **  adjourn  "  meant "  to 
put  off  from  one  day  to  another,  to  delay,  to 
continually  put  off."  That  was  exactly  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  said ;  and 
when  he  found  the  argument  and  opinion  of 
that  honourable  member  backed  up  by  a  dic- 
tionary, was  it  possible  for  him  not  to  feel  that 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  said  was  right  ? 
The  Premier  stood  convicted  of  obetmoting 
business  in  tbis  fashion  by  continual  adjourn- 
ments ;  and,  he  would  ask,  if  they  did  not  get 
the  business  of  the  House  done  before  Christ- 
mas, what  would  the  country  say  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Your  time  is  up. 

Mr.  MONK  thought  the  honourable  member 
who  proposed  the  adjournment  ought  to  have 
furnished  that  Chamber  with  important  reasons 
for  a  motion  which  had  thwarted  the  buainesi 
which  was  being  so  ably  conducted  by  the 
Opposition  when  it  was  introduced.  He  was 
anxious  that  the  business  of  the  House  should 
be  gone  on  with,  not  only  with  credit  to  that 
Chamber  and  with  honour  to  the  Opposition, 
but  with  the  approval  of  the  country ;  but  no 
reasons  had  been  given  for  the  motion,  which 
had  been  moved  in  a  bald  and  thoughtlea 
manner,  and  without  reason  or  argument  to 
inform  the  House  of  its  purpose  or  importance. 
He  thought  the  motion  for  adjournment  had  been 
moved  in  order  that  a  conference  might  take 
place  between  the  Premier  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  to  see  if  an  all-round  arrangement 
could  be  come  to,  such  as  would  have  led  to 
the  Committees  being  set  up  in  the  course  of  a 
few  minutes.  Such  a  motion  would  then  have 
been  most  satisfactory,  and  would  have  been 
agreed  to  without  hesitation.  But  what  had 
happened  ?  Instead  of  the  Committee  bemg 
se    up  they  were  discussing  an  unimportant 
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motion  fox  adjournment.  His  personal  reasons 
for  the  adjournment  were  that  he  was  anxious 
to  get  home  before  Christmas.  Moreover,  the 
motion  for  adjournment  was  traversing  the 
political  purpose  for  whioh  they  had  assembled 
— ^namely,  an  equitable  proeeoution  of  public 
business — and  he  objected  to  the  motion 
beoause  it  had  diverted  them  from  a  most 
important  debate,  and  with  the  evident  inten- 
tion to  prevent  the  setting-up  of  a  Committee 
whioh  it  had  been  proposed  to  achieve  that 
evening. 

^o  Q         Mr.  HEBBIES  said  that  when  the 

motion  for  adjournment  was  moved 

honourable  members  were  listening  to  a  debate 

tiiat  was  full  of  good  reasons,  and  he  did  not 

see  why  it  should  have  been  dosed. 

Motion  for  adjournment  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSB  OF  RBPBESBNTATIVBS. 
Friday,  12th  November,  1897. 


First  Beading— Questions— Sapply. 


Mr.  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'olock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Onehunga  Water  Reserve  Bill. 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  owing  to  the  protracted 
sittings,  and  Ministers  having  so  much  work  to 
pull  up,  they  had  not  been  able  to  go  through 
the  questions  to  prepare  answers  to  them. 
Therefore  the  Qovemment  did  not,  this  after- 
noon, propose  to  answer  questions. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  it  was  possible 
to  enter  a  protest  against  this  continual  post- 
ponement of  the  questions.  It  was  all  very 
well  for  the  Premier  to  say  that  Ministers  had 
been  overworked.  Honourable  members  knew 
they  had  not  been ;  but,  on  tbe  contrary,  during 
the  protracted  debates  most  of  the  Ministers 
were  out  of  the  Chamber,  and  those  who  re- 
mained ostentatiously  went  tb  sleep  covered 
with  newspapers.  It  was  simply  the  fault  of 
Ministers  themselves.  The  House  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  adjourn,  but  Ministers 
would  not  allow  the  House  to  go  to  bed  at 
a  reasonable  hour.  In  the  first  place,  Minis- 
ters did  not  stay  in  the  Chamber,  and  those 
who  went  through  the  form  of  remaining  went 
aaleep  and  did  not  attend  to  business ;  and  it 
was  their  own  fault  if  they  remained  about  the 
building  and  did  not  go  to  departmental  work. 
There  was  no  stonewalling. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  stonewalling  was  on  the 
other  side. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said.  Yes,  such  little  as 
there  was  came  from  the  other  side.  There 
was  a  legitimate  desire  to  discuss  the  estimates 
fully,  frankly,  and  fearlessly,  and  Ministers 


objected  beoause  an  endeavour  was  made  to 
do  that,  and  refused  necessary  adjournment. 
Supposing,  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  they 
were  a  little  hard  driven,  there  was  no  reason 
why  Ministers  should  not  have  prepared  their 
answers  to  the  questions  on  the  Order  Paper* 
When  once  the  appointment  of  the  Committee 
was  brought  on  for  discussion  on  the  previous 
day  Ministers  vanished  from  the  Chamber. 
They  were  not  present  attending  to  their  busi- 
ness in  the  House,  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  questions  should  not  be  answered 
on  account  of  yesterday's  business.  Until 
they  had  questions  answered  it  would  be  in- 
evitable that  what  Ministers  called  obstruc- 
tion would  take  place.  Members  had  been  at 
the  session  for  six  weeks  or  more.  As  every 
one  knew,  the  function  of  Parliament  was  to 
disoass  all  sorts  of  questions  to  elicit  informa- 
tion for  the  due  appreciation  of  the  business 
brought  before  the  House,  and  unless  Minis- 
ters allowed  honourable  members  to  get  that 
information  it  was  inevitable  that  three  times 
the  amount  of  discussion  would  take  place. 
The  whole  of  the  information  and  discussion 
which  oaght  to  take  place  over  a  long  period 
of  time  was  confined  to  the  mere  question  of 
Supply.  Getting  into  Supply  at  such  unreason- 
able hours,  information  could  not  be  sufficiently 
given  to  honourable  members.  It  was  per- 
fectly evident  there  was  an  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Premier  to  force  them  into  Sup- 
ply immediately,  yet  they  had  come  to  the 
House  only  a  short  time  ago  with  the  idea  that 
questions  and  business  of  that  sort  would  be 
carried  on  that  afternoon,  so  that  members 
thought  they  would  be  able  to  look  up  the 
various  subjects  brought  up  for  discussion  in 
Supply.  Why  was  there  this  endless  change 
of  the  Order  Paper  ?  Members  were  not  now 
allowed  to  ask  questions  at  all.  The  House 
was  now  placed  in  this  unfortunate  position: 
Under  the  existing  Standing  Orders  Ministers 
had  sole  control  of  the  business.  Instead  of 
being  the  servants  of  Parliament  they  abso- 
lutely dominated  the  House  to  this  extent: 
that  no  motions  could  be  moved,  no  returns 
obtained,  and  no  questions  asked.  They  could 
do  nothing  at  all  except  sit  there  as  recording 
angels  of  the  will  of  Ministers.  Their  liberties 
were  being  trampled  on  altogether.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  deliberate  system  of  deceit  prac- 
tised. The  corrected  Order  Paper  did  not  come 
into  the  possession  of  honourable  members 
until  the  bell  for  the  assembling  of  the  House 
had  rung— at  all  events,  not  ten  minutes  before 
the  House  met. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  question 
before  the  House.  He  had  allowed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  enter  his  protest. 

Captain  RUSSELL  thought  he  had  placed  on 
record  sufficiently  the  fact  that  not  only  his  own 
opinion,  but  the  opinion  of  the  Opposition  and 
of  a  large  majority  of  that  House,  was  that 
their  constitutional  rights  were  being  distinctly 
and  avowedly  trampled  on  by  Ministers,  to  the 
grave  prejudice  of  public  business. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Call  on  the  first  order  of 
the  day. 
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SUPPLY. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  Speaker  leave 
the  ohair,  in  order  that  the  House  might  go 
into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  had  very  much  pleasure  in 
moving  a  resolution  which  was  of  importance 
to  his  district.  He  flattered  himself  on  having 
the  opportunity  of  bringing  under  the  notice  of 
the  House,  when  so  large  a  number  of  members 
were  present,  a  qaestion  which  afifected  not 
only  his  own  district,  but  the  whole  colony. 
The  resolution  he  proposed  to  move  was  this : 
**  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  com- 
pletion of  the  line  of  railway  between  Gulverden 
and  Blenheim  should  take  precedence  of  all 
other  lines.'*  He  would  refer  honourable 
members  to  the  excellent  report  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Railways,  which  had  been  some  time 
in  the  possession  of  honourable  members,  and 
which  set  forth  the  condition  of  the  great  Bluff- 
Cnlverden  Railway -line.  This  line  was  the 
longest  and  most  important  line  in  the  colony, 
and  the  report  disclosed  the  fact  that  during 
the  last  year  this  line  gave  £3  9s.  5d.  of  return 
upon  the  capital  sunk  in  its  construction,  so  that 
at  the  present  time  the  line  was  almost  providing 
the  actual  interest  for  the  amount  sunk  in  its 
construction.  Now,  if  all  the  lines  of  the 
colony  could  disclose  such  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition honourable  members  might  have  the 
same  pleasure  in  standing  up  and  occupying 
the  position  he  occupied  that  afternoon.  The 
House  would  be  aware  that  under  a  former 
Administration  a  line  was  constraoted  from 
Pioton  to  Blenheim,  a  distance  of  about 
eighteen  miles,  and  the  last  Railway  Report 
stated  that  this  line  did  not  pay— that,  in  fact, 
there  was  a  considerable  loss  on  its  working. 
The  reason  why  this  line  did  not  pay  was  that 
it  was  necessary  to  complete  the  link  between 
Gulverden  and  Blenheim — that  the  House 
might  be  justified  in  voting  the  necessary  funds 
when  the  time  arrived  to  complete  the  link. 
It  was  necessary  in  the  meantime  that  the  land- 
for-settlement  policy  of  the  Government  should 
be  carried  on  more  vigorously  than  in  the  past. 
There  were  several  magnificent  estates  through 
which  this  line  would  have  to  go,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  acquire  them, 
subdivide  them,  and  settle  people  there,  so  that 
sufficient  produce  might  be  raised  to  justify  the 
construction  of  the  line.  There  was  the  Star- 
borough  Estate  south  of  the  Awatere  River,  the 
Flaxbourne  Estate,  and  several  other  estates 
between  Blenheim  and  Kaikoura.  At  the  Gul- 
verden end  there  were  the  Kaiwhata,  St. 
Leonard's,  Mount  Palm,  Gulverden,  and  High- 
field,  and  other  large  estates ;  and  if  the  owners 
of  those  estates  did  not  see  it  to  be  to  their  in- 
terest to  subdivide  their  lands  and  settle  people 
upon  them,  thereby  increasing  the  volume  of 
produce  from  that  fertile  district,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  Government  to  arrange  for 
the  purchase  of  these  estates  for  settlement 
purposes.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  where  the  line  should  go — whether  by 
way  of  Gheviot  or  by  way  of  Waiau.  He 
did  not  desire  to  offer  an  opinion  at  this 
stage  of  the  question  as  to  these  respective 


routes.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  Govemmaat 
engineers  and  departmental  offioers  to  settle 
which  would  open  up  the  largest  extent  of 
country,  and  cost  the  least  in  its  constructioB, 
and  be  the  most  remunerative.  He  admitted 
that  there  were  many  difficulties  in  oonnectioD 
with  the  construction  of  this  conneo ting-link, 
such  as  the  bridging  of  large  rivers;  but  if 
these  rivers  were  bridged  for  railway  purpowi 
they  might  be  used  for  general  traffic,  and  con- 
sequently save  the  colony  a  great  deal  of  money 
which  would  have  to  be  spent  in  the  imme- 
diate future  if  people  were  to  be  encouraged  to 
settle  on  the  land  in  this  large  and  fertile  dis- 
trict. Another  reason  that  he  might  adduce 
in  favour  of  this  resolution  was  this:  that 
large  quantities  of  land  in  the  Marlborough  and 
Nelson  Provincial  Districts — Crown  lands— 
held  under  leases  acquired  before  the  abolition 
of  the  provinces,  would  be  operated  on  in  the 
immediate  future,  as  the  leases  were  about  to 
expire.  One  of  these  blocks  was  placed  in  the 
market  some  two  months  ago,  when  a  large 
number  of  persons  went  in  for  sections.  There 
was  still  a  considerable  demand  in  that  dis- 
trict for  land ;  so  that  simultaneously  with  a 
land-for-settlement  policy  this  railway -line 
might  be  constructed.  He  did  not  desire  to  do 
any  injustice  to  any  portion  of  the  colony.  No 
doubt  Otago  wanted  its  Otago  Central  Rail- 
way gone  on  with  t6  a  payable  point,  and  the 
North  Island  also  desired  to  have  WeUingtoD 
or  Taranaki  connected  with  Auckland ;  but 
he  would  point  out  to  honourable  mem- 
bers the  fact  that  the  Bluff-Pic  ton  line, 
when  completed,  was  likely  to  be  the  most 
payable  line  in  the  colony.  Then,  again,  he 
would  like  to  point  out  the  great  relief  and 
benefit  it  would  be  to  honourable  memben 
who  came  from  the  South  if  they  oould  come 
to  Picton  by  rail,  and  so  avoid  the  greater 
portion  of  the  sea  journey,  with  its  incon- 
venience. Honourable  members  could  reach 
Wellington  in  much  less  time  than  they  did 
at  present  if  this  railway  were  completed. 
They  would  have,  also,  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  magnificent  country  in  passing  throng 
by  train,  and  of  noticing  settlement  springing 
up  in  every  direction.  These  were  some  of  the 
reasons  he  advanced  in  favour  of  the  resoln- 
tion,  and  there  were  other  reasons  so  well 
known  to  mem'bers  that  it  was  not  neoessaij 
to  repeat  them.  He  had  very  much  pleasure 
in  moving  the  resolution  he  had  read,  whieh 
did  not  commit  the  country  to  a  loan. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  he  had  much  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  motion,  as  this  was  a  question 
of  very  great  importance  to  his  distnct.  It 
was  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Housa 
that  the  line  referred  to  was  one  of  the 
great  policy  lines  which  formed  part  of  the 
public-works  policy  initiated  by  Sir  Julios 
Vogel.  They  had  been  very  patient  in 
Marlborough  for  the  past  twenty  years  in 
regard  to  waiting  for  railway-communication 
with  other  places.  In  connection  with  ^s 
motion  he  would  point  out  to  his  honourable 
friends  in  the  Opposition  that  they  were  the 
most  interested  in  it,  because  all  that  part  of 
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the  country  through  which  the  line  would  pass 
was  owned  by  those  whom  they  reprcBented. 

Q  Q  There  were  other  interests  that  would 
be  studied  also  in  deciding  that  this 
policy  line  should  be  carried  on  with  greater 
vigour  and  celerity  than  in  the  past.  He 
would  point  out  that  the  difference  between 
fat  sheep  sold  in  Marlborough  and  down 
afi  the  freezing- works  in  Ghristchuroh  repre- 
sented a  sum  of  nearly  5s.  per  head,  to  say 
nothing  of  other  produce.  There  was  no 
fallacy  about  this ;  it  was  no  wild  chimera ; 
it  was  a  solid  fact.  Besides,  it  was  essen- 
tial in  the  interests  of  the  colony  tbat  the  line 
should  be  proceeded  with.  He  might  tell  the 
House  there  were  at  present  son^  miles  of 
earthwork  which  had  cost  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  construct,  and  that  was  now  lying 
idle  and  eating  itself  up  in  interest,  whereas 
if  they  could  get  the  line  laid  down  across  the 
Awatere  Biver  it  would  open  up  a  large  area  of 
fertile  country.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wakatipu  and  those  whom  he  represented  in 
the  Assets  Realisation  Board,  who  owned  large 
areas  of  country — surely  he  would  vote  for 
this  motion  if  he  wished  to  study  their  in- 
terests. He  was  sure  most  of  the  members 
in  the  House  must  have  a  very  fair  idea  of 
the  extent  of  country  that  would  be  opened  up, 
for  there  had  been  much  agitation  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  locality  asking  the  Government 
to  acquire  those  lands  and  open  them  for  close 
settlement.  He  ventured  to  say  there  would 
be  a  thousand  families  placed  on  those  lands 
within  twelve  months  if  the  country  was 
opened  out  in  suitable  areas.  But  there  was 
another  very  strong  point :  tne  Awatere  was 
one  of  the  most  dangfrous  rivers  in  the  colony, 
and  one  that  should  in  any  case  be  bridged, 
whether  the  line  was  proceeded  with  or  not. 
Any  one  who  knew  the  locality  would  bear  him 
out  in  that  statement.  And  therefore,  when 
the  House  recollected  that  last  year  a  sum 
of  £5,000  was  voted  for  that  work  and  that 
not  £500  had  been  spent,  they  would  see 
they  would  only  be  doing  their  duty  in  urging 
on  the  Government  the  absolute  necessity  of 
having  a  bridge  constructed,  and  of  opening 
out  some  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity.  He  be- 
lieved the  Assets  Bealisation  Board  owned 
something  like  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
acres,  a  great  deal  of  which  was  fit  for  close 
settlement ;  but.  of  course,  without  a  line  it 
meant  that  settlement  would  be  greatly  re- 
tarded. There  was  at  present  the  Blind  Biver 
Settlement,  where  the  settlers  had  the  pro- 
spect of  very  good  crops,  but  were  very  poor, 
and  not  a  mail  arrived  without  his  receiving 
letters  pointing  out  that  unless  some  means 
were  provided  for  them  to  remove  their  crops 
when  harvested  it  would  mean  the  collapse  of 
the  settlement.  He  did  hope  the  House,  be- 
fore its  rising,  would  see  that  reasonable  justice 
was  done  to  Marlborough,  and  that  a  substan- 
tial vote  was  placed  on  the  estimates  to  carry 
•  on  the  good  work  mentioned  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  PIBANI  wished  to  ask,  as  this  was  a 
motion  practically  traversing  the  public-works 


policy  of  the  Government,  and  as  it  had  been 
asked  by  so  independent  a  member  flbs  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley,  whether  the 
Premier  intended  to  take  it  as  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  understood  to  say  that 
his  hearing  that  day  was  somewhat  defective. 

Mr.  FBASER  said  that,  as  some  honourable 
members  had  taken  this  opportunity  of  placing 
on  record  the  claims  of  particular  railway-lines 
in  which  they  were  interested,  he  did  not  see 
why  other  members  should  not  place  on  record 
their  complaints,  if  they  had  any,  with  regard 
to  railways  in  their  districts. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Otago  Central,  for  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  FBASEB  said,  Yes  ;  he  was  interested  in 
that  line,  and  had  spoken  about  it  often 
enough. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Or  Switzer's? 

Mr.  FBASEB  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man evidently  had  an  uneasy  conscience  which 
prompted  him  to  refer  to  that  particular  line. 
With  regard  to  the  Otago  Central,  that  was,  he 
maintained,  as  important  a  line  as  could 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  no 
line  in  the  colony  was  deserving  of  more 
immediate  attention.  He  had  lately  pre- 
sented a  petition  in  regard  to  this  railway, 
and  other  members  had  done  the  same  that 
session,  but  he  did  not  see  that  there  was 
much  prospect  of  any  fulfilment  of  the  desires 
of  those  who  for  years  had  hoped  for  the  com- 
pletion of  that  line.  He  might  point  out  that 
a  set  of  circumstances  had  arisen  now  which 
did  not  to  the  same  extent  exist  in  the  past. 
Mining  had  prospered  greatly  throughout, 
Central  Otago,  and  dredging  operations  had 
been  established  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
ordinary  road  traffic  was  unable  to  carry  the 
goods  and  material  for  the  construction  of 
these  dredges.  He  therefore  claimed  that 
delay  should  no  longer  take  place  in  the 
construction  of  the  line.  Then,  with  reference 
to  the  line  referred  to  by  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
via  the  Biversdale-Waikaia  line,  he  would 
like  to  ask  when  the  promises  made  in  the  past 
were  going  to  be  carried  out.  Here  was  a  line 
authorised  by  Parliament  in  years  past,  money 
borrowed  specifically  to  complete  it,  and  what 
had  been  done  ?  A  certain  amount  had  been 
spent,  it  was  true ;  the  rails  had  been  laid  and 
the  line  ballasted  over  a  certain  distance,  but 
now  remained  as  a  monument  of — he  was  about 
to  say  folly,  but  that  would  not  express  his 
meaning— he  preferred  to  use  the  term  distinct 
violation  of  promise.  People  had  been  induced 
to  take  up  land  along  the  route  of  the  line.  They 
saw  men  working  on  it  when  they  went  to  see  the 
land ;  when  the  land  was  sold  they  were  told 
the  line  was  to  be  completed;  but  as  soon  as 
the  people  actually  went  to  live  there  the  work 
was  stopped.  The  money  was  deliberately  taken 
from  this  line  and  spent  on  another.  What 
he  complained  of,  however,  was  that  in  1893, 
when  the  Premier  was  on  one  of  his  trips  to  the 
south  part  of  the  Island,  he  met  a  deputation, 
who  asked  him  what  had  become  of  the  £20,000 
which  had  been  borrowed  to  complete  the  line 
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The  reply  was  that  the  money  had  heen  taken 
away  by  his  predecessor,  and  that  there  was  not 
a  shillmg  in  the  public  chest.  Was  that  the 
fact  ?  The  Premier  carefully  forgot  to  say  that 
at  that  time  there  was  a  sum  of  £718,000  of 
loan-money  in  the  Public  Works  Fund  left  to 
him  by  his  predecessor.  It  was  true  that  the 
whole  of  the  amount  was  not  available  for  this 
purpose,  but  a  very  large  amount  was  so  avail- 
able. That  was  not  the  sort  of  answer  that  a 
Minister  should  give  to  a  deputation.  He  (Mr. 
Fraser)  wished  to  put  on  record  his  protest 
against  the  delay  in  the  construction  of  this 
line,  and,  although  he  was  perfectly  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  line  of  railway  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  was  also  deserv- 
ing of  the  consideration  of  the  House,  he  con- 
tended that  before  they  built  new  lines  they 
should  keep  faith  with  those  people  to  whom 
promises  had  been  made  in  the  past. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB  said  it  was  surprising  to 
see  how  quickly  an  agitation  for  railway-con- 
struction throughout  the  colony  had  sprung 
into  vigour.  Every  member  in  the  House  had, 
be  thought,  an  interest  in  the  construction  of 
some  line  of  railway  or  other.  For  himself,  he 
could  say  he  had  no  less  than  three  lines  in 
his  district  that  he  would  like  to  see  pushed 
on.  With  regard  to  the  policy  of  railway-con- 
struction he  agreed  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashley.  Much  had  been  done,  but 
much  still  remained  to  be  done.  He  con- 
sidered they  should  go  in  for  a  vigorous  rail- 
way-construction policy ;  but  with  regard  to  the 
construction  of  main  trunk  lines  he  thought 
that  was  a  question  that  should  be  settled  by 
the  Referendum — by  the  people.  With  regard 
to  the  construction  of  smaller  railways,  and  the 
extension  of  lines  which  had  not  been  carried 
to  a  payable  point,  these,  he  considered, 
should  be  embodied  in  the  public-works  policy 
of  the  Government.  In  Southland  they  had 
the  Seaward  Bush  Railway,  which  was  tapping 
some  excellent  country  on  the  banks  ol  the 
Mataura  River,  and  it  was  desirable  that  it 
should  be  extended  a  little  further;  but  he 
understood  that  in  the  meantime  the  Ministry 
declined  to  go  any  further  with  it.  However, 
he  wished  to  point  out  to  the  Cabinet  the 
advisability  of  proceeding  with  the  work,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  the  line  would  prove  a  payable 
one.  Then,  there  was  the  Orepuki  line,  in  the 
extension  of  which  to  the  Waiau  he  thought  he 
should  have  the  support  of  all  members  of  the 
House.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  land  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Waiau  that  was  being  gradually 
settled  upon,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  river 
they  had  discovered  a  goldfield  within  the  last 
few  months.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Waiau 
there  was  some  of  the  best  agricultural  land  in 
any  part  of  the  colony ;  but,  being  without  a 
railway,  the  settlers  were  at  a  serious  disad- 
vantage in  getting  their  produce  to  the  markets. 
The  extension  of  the  line  to  the  banks  of 
ihe  river  was  a  matter  of  only  six  or  seven 
miles,  and  the  cost  would  be  about  £25,000, 
and  if  it  were  carried  out  it  would  prove  an 
inestimable  boon  to  the  settlers  of  the  district. 
There  was  also  a  necessity  for  the  construction 
Mr,  Fraser 


of  a  line  in  the  Limestone  Plains  district,  fxaok 
Wright's  to  Heddon  Bush,  concerning  which 
petitions  had  been  lodged  with  the  Minister 
for  Railways  and  the  Minister  for  Pnblio 
Works.  That  railway  would  lead  through  a. 
tract  of  excellent  agricultural  country,  and 
its  cost  would  not  be  very  much.  The  length 
of  the  line  was  about  twenty  miles,  and  its 
cost  would  be  less  than  £20,000,  which  money 
would  be  well  expended,  as  the  line  would  soon 
repay  any  outlay  on  it.  This  line,  too,  would 
be  a  great  boon  to  the  farming  community  in 
that  part  of  Southland.  A  vigorous  pablic- 
works  policy  embodying  the  construction  of 
these  lines  would  have  his  hearty  support, 
and  he  would  urge  the  Government  to  con- 
struct light  lines  in  the  far  South. 

Mr.  LETHBRIDGE  entered  his  protest 
against  the  amendment,  and  thought  that 
other  lines  in  the  colony  were  as  deserving  of 
consideration  as  the  line  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley.  There  was 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  for  whioh 
money  had  been  borrowed  and  specially  ear- 
marked, yet  it  had  been  spent  in  other  direc- 
tions. He  believed  the  colony  owed  this  line 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money.  There 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  land  in  the  track 
of  the  line  that  could  only  be  profitably  settled 
when  the  railway  was  pushed  on,  and  he  ap-^ 
pealed  to  honourable  members  for  the  Auck- 
land District  to  unite  their  forces  with  thoee 
of  members  of  the  southern  part  of  the  North 
Island  to  demand  the  settlement  of  the  route 
and  the  carrying-on  of  the  line.  The  portion 
of  the  line  already  constructed  was  paying  very 
well.  He  understood  it  was  one  of  the  beet- 
paying  lines  in  the  oolqny,  and  he  was  sore 
that  if  it  were  carried  on  further  the  extension 
would  also  be  found  to  be  a  payable  conoem. 
If  the  line  is  not  carried  on  at  once  the  timber 
on  the  land,  which  made  the  existing  part  of 
the  line  pay,  would  be  destroyed,  and  oonse- 
quently  the  line  would  not  pay  so  well. 

Mr.  LANG  wished  to  indorse  the  remazks 
made  by  the  last  speaker  as  to  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway.  There  was  no  railway  that  had 
a  greater  claim  on  the  Government  than  this 
line.  Only  about  a  hundred  miles  of  construc- 
tion were  required  to  complete  it,  and  still  it 
went  on  at  such  a  slow  pace  that  none  of  them, 
he  believed,  would  live  to  see  it  finished.  Last 
Parliament  the  sum  of  £250,000  was  voted 
towards  railway  -  extension  by  *'The  Aid  to 
Public  Works  and  Land  Settlement  Act, 
1896,"  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  so  far  as 
the  northern  part  of  this  line  was  concerned  no 
more  work  had  been  done  thetn  had  character- 
ized the  construction  of  the  line  in  the  past^ 
when  no  money  had  been  borrowed  for  railway 
extension.  At  the  present  time  Auckland  was 
cut  oB.  from  the  whole  of  the  colony  except  by 
steamer-communication,  and,  as  far  as  mails 
were  concerned,  it  might  as  well  be  where 
Sydney  was.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
now  see  their  way  to  place  a  sum  on  the  esti- 
mates to  push  on  the  line  with  some  speed. 

Mr.  MONK  was  anxiously  waiting  for  Uie 
Minister  for  Public  Works  to  rise  and  advocate 
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the  extension  of  the  Eaipara  line.  It  was  only  a 
short  time  since  he  was  on  the  line,  when  he  let 
the  promise  fall  from  his  lips  as  to  the  necessity 
of  tbe  line.  The  settlers  were  oonseqaently 
elated,  and  were  expecting  some  expenditure  ; 
but  where,  he  woald  ask,  was  the  expenditure 
that  was  promised  at  the  sitting  of  the  House 
last  year  ?  There  had  been  oo  expenditure  at 
all.  What  ever  became  of  the  £16,000,  the 
balance  of  the  moneys  voted  for  the  Kaipara 
Railway  in  1889  ?  It  had  been  taken  away  to 
the  Thames  to  be  spent  on  the  Paeroa  line. 
Now,  he  would  ask  the  Minister  for  Railways, 
while  listening  to  all  the  entreaties  already 
placed  before  the  House  in  the  direction  of 
railway  extension,  to  remember  the  promises 
made  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  with  regard  to 
the  main  lines — the  trunk  lines  of  the  colony. 
That  Kaipara  line  was  promised  to  be  continued 
right  up  to  Waimata,  and  had  it  been  so  con- 
tinued it  would  have  been  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the  Government.  During  the  year  ending 
the  Slst  March  last  that  little  Kaipara  line 
actually  brought  down  4,759,000  ft.  of  timber, 
and  the  revenue  from  that  timber  alone  was 
£4,375.  And  he  noticed  that  there  had  been 
more  brought  down  in  proportion  since  then. 
There  was  a  great  extent  of  timber  forest  which 
this  railway  would  tap  if  the  line  were  continued. 
The  line  was  nowhere,  so  to  speak,  at  present. 
It  was  a  little  beyond  Kaukapakapa,  and  not 
far  enough  to  reach  the  settled  districts  which 
would  add  more  especially  to  the  revenue.  Talk 
about  promises  1  Why,  the  people  settled  in 
those  districts  had  been  struggling  along  on 
unfulfilled  promises  and  disappointed  hopes 
for  the  last  thirty  years  or  more.  When  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  was  up  in  that  district  a 
short  time  since,  he  met  the  people  and  spoke 
in  flattering  terms  of  the  nature  of  the  country 
and  the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  He  had  ap- 
peared to  be  charmed  with  the  district,  and  it 
seemed  to  be  a  puzzle  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man how  the  district  had  grown  to  such  an 
extent  without  a  railway;  and  yet  they  had 
not  heard  a  single  word  from  tbe  honourable 
gentleman  as  to  the  handsome  vote  that  was 
in  equity  due  to  that  line  in  preference  to  any 
other  line  in  the  colony.  No  vote  had  been 
granted  for  the  extension  of  this  Kaipara  line 
since  1889,  by  the  Administration  previous  to 
the  one  now  occupying  those  benches.  Within 
the  last  six  years  our  public  debt  has  increased 
by  six  millions,  and  not  a  shilling  of  it  had  been 
spent  on  this  Kaipara  line,  and  he  claimed,  in 
the  interests  of  fair-play  and  justice,  that  if 
there  was  to  be  any  special  vote  for  railway 
extension  the  Kaipara  line  had  the  very  first 
olaim  upon  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Where  is  the  money  to 
come  from? 

Mr.  MONK  said,  let  the  Government  fulfil 
their  promises  and  obligations  with  regard  to 
these  lines.  £16,000  had  been  taken  away 
from  a  vote  for  that  railway.  It  was  no  use 
to  ear-mark  money  for  these  railways,  because 
the  ear-mark  was  disregarded,  even  as  a  sheep 
may  be  stolen,  ear-mark  and  all.  The  same 
thing  had  happened  to  the  North  Island  Mahi 
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Trunk  Railway  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of 
a  million  of  money.  He  should  like  to  have 
some  expression  from  the  Minister  —  some 
acknowledgment  with  reference  to  the  many 
promises  made  by  him.  Surely  Ministerial 
promises  were  not  always  to  be  like  the 
proverbial  pie-crust — made  to  be  broken.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  only  stand 
up  and  say,  **Monk,  I  know  you  are  right,  I 
know  we  have  been  forgetful,  and  whatever 
expenditure  takes  place  on  railways  I  shall 
take  care  that  equity  and  fair-play  is  meted 
out  to  the  extension  of  the  Kaipara  line  '* ;  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  only  do  that,, 
he  (Mr.  Monk)  would  take  it  as  an  act  of 
justice. 

Mr.  SYMES  thought  the  railway  he  had  in  his 
mind  was  one  of  the  most  important  lines  in 
New  Zealand.  It  was  one  of  the  railways  that 
would  connect  two  of  the  most  important  pro- 
vincial districts — namely,  Auckland  and  Tara- 
naki.  He  contended  that  the  Main  Trunk  line 
to  Auckland  was  the  Stratfoid-Ongaruhe  line,, 
and  not  the  line  vi&  Marton  and  Hunterville. 
Not  only  had  they  one  of  the  finest  pastoral 
districts  in  the  colonv  yet  to  be  settled,  but  the 
timber  in  that  neignbourhood  formed  a  very 
important  industry.  They  had  also  in  that 
district  more  special  settlements  than  they  had 
in  any  other  district  in  the  colony.  Then, 
the  output  from  the  dairy  industry  in  the 
Taranaki  District  last  year  had  even  exceeded 
the  value  of  the  output  of  gold  from  Auckland,, 
and  that  alone  showed  that  the  railway  should 
be  pushed  on  in  that  direction.  He  was  cer- 
tainly disappointed  that  the  Government  had 
not  come  down  with  a  proposal  to  borrow  a. 
8ufB.cient  sum  of  money  to  at  any  rate  com- 
plete the  line  he  had  mentioned.  That  coun- 
try was  very  difficult  to  road,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  metal,  and  consequently  only  for 
about  three  months  of  the  year  were  the  roads 
passable,  and  for  the  balance  of  the  year  the 
settlers  were  absolute  prisoners.  He  hoped^ 
therefore,  that  when  considering  the  railways 
of  New  Zealand  one  of  the  first  considerationp 
of  the  Government  would  be  the  completion  of 
the  Ongaruhe-Stratford  Railway  line. 

Mr.  WILSON  said,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the 
fashion  that  afternoon  to,  in  a  mild  way, 
heckle  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  he  did 
not  see  why  he  should  not  take  his  share. 
Honourable  gentlemen  had  referred  to  various 
works  of  great  importance  from  the  extreme 
north  to  the  extreme  sooth  of  the  colony,  and 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  claims  of  the 
Suburbs  of  Wellington  should  not  be  placed 
before  the  House.  There  were  two  railway- 
works  that  were  extremely  necessary,  and 
which  must  be  pushed  on  at  no  distant  date, 
owing  to  the  extension  of  the  City  of  Welling- 
ton. One  was  the  extension  of  the  Te  Arc  lino 
to  Island  Bay,  and  the  other  the  straightenine 
of  the  line  to  the  Hutt.  This  was  a  very  serioua 
matter  not  only  to  the  travelling  public,  but 
also  to  the  oitisens  of  Wellington,  who  required 
better  access  to  the  great  suburban  districts 
lying  round  the  Oity.  The  town  propertiea 
had    so  risen    in    value  that  it   was  almost 
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mpossible  now  (o  obtain  dwelling-Bites  within 
the  limits  of  the  city,  and  the  working- olasses 
were  being  driven  into  the  suburbs  to  get  house- 
room  at  a  reasonable  rent.  It  was  therefore 
now  absolutely  necessary  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  means  of  access  to  the  suburbs. 
Q  OQ  At  the  present  time  the  working-classes 
simply  had  to  live  in  the  town — they 
were  compelled  to  live  in  the  town — because 
they  could  not  get  sufficiently  speedy  and  rea- 
sonably cheap  access  to  the  suburbs.  Were 
the  present  Government  railway  extended  to 
Island  Bay,  either  by  way  of  Kilbirnie  or 
almost  in  a  direct  line — that  point  could  be 
settled  afterwards ;  he  believed  there  were 
two  reports  in  respect  to  this  railway  con- 
tinuation, one  by  Mr.  Napier  Bell  and  one 
by  a  Government  Engineer — were  that  done, 
large  blocks  of  land  in  the  district  might  be 
settled,  and  thus  facilities  would  be  ivfiorded 
for  the  erection  of  workmen's  houses,  where 
workmen  and  their  families  could  live  at 
reflksonable  rents.  This  was  a  matter  which 
affected  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  people 
of  Wellington.  He  made  no  excuse  whatever 
for  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  that  after- 
noon in  advocating  the  extension  of  that  rail- 
way. It  was  the  direct  and  logical  conclusion 
of  the  extension  of  the  line  to  Te  Arc.  The 
line  had  gone  so  far  now  that  it  could  not  stop 
there.  The  Government  had  already  given 
them  a  concession  :  they  had  given  them  the 
railway- station  at  Te  Aro.  But  that  was  not 
sufficient :  the  proper  thing  to  do  was  to  extend 
the  line  to  Island  Bay.  If  a  party  of  honour- 
able members  would  care  to  visit  the  proposed 
route  of  the  extension,  he  would  be  very  glad 
to  act  as  conductor.  He  could  assure  them  that 
that  was  the  only  direction  in  which  the  city 
of  Wellington  could  extend,  and  it  was  the  only 
place  where  the  working- classes  of  Wellington 
<30uld  in  the  future  get  homes  for  themselves 
at  reasonable  rents.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  at  any  length,  because  he  recognised 
that  many  honourable  members  might  wish  to 
«peak.  There  was,  however,  another  work  to 
which  he  wished  to  allude  —  namely,  the 
straightening  of  the  line  from  Wellington  to 
Petone.  That  was  a  work  which  affected  not 
only  the  people  of  Wellington,  but  also  the 
flettlers  of  the  whole  of  the  Wairarapa.  At 
present  a  great  deal  of  time  was  expended 
in  going  from  Wellington  to  the  Hutt,  and 
that  was  owing  to  the  number  of  curves  and 
twists,  and  the  tortuous  character  of  the  line. 
If  this  line  were  straightened  and  strengthened 
he  believed  it  would  amply  repay  the  money 
spent  upon  it.  He  hoped  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  seriously  consider  these 
two  lines,  and  especially  the  extension  of  the 
line  to  Island  Bay.  It  was  important  that 
these  works  should  be  undertaken  without 
delay,  because  property  was  rising  in  value 
«very  year,  and  delay  would  mean  a  very  large 
increase  in  the  cost  of  the  work.  He  might 
remark  that  he  had  estimated  that  the  railway- 
lines  advocated  by  members  that  afternoon — 
■and  he  dared  say  there  would  be  many  more 
lines  advocated  —  would  run  the  country, 
Mr,  WiUon 


roughly  speaking,  into  an  ezpenditoie  of  aome 
three  millions  of  money.  That  just  showed 
what  a  lot  of  hypocrites  they  were  in  these 
matters. 

Hon.  Mbmbebs. — Oh  1 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes,  every  one  of  you. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— Oh  I 

Mr.  WILSON.— Yes,  and  myself  incinded,  if 
you  like.  Members  got  on  platforms  and 
raved  about  no  more  borrowing,  at  eleefeioii 
times.  They  said  there  must  be  no  more  bor- 
rowing—that we  most  go  in  for  an  eoonomioal 
policy ;  and  here  they  were  asking  this  after- 
noon that  money  should  be  spent  to  the  axtent 
of  three,  four,  or  six  millions.  Why  not  be 
honest,  and  say  they  wanted  these  works,  and 
that  they  would  support  the  Government  in 
constructing  them  ?  He  did  not  see  why  the 
colony  should  not  borrow  in  moderation  for 
really  necessary  works ;  money  was  cheap 
now.  If  the  works  returned  fair  interest  on 
their  cost  he  did  not  see  why  the  colony 
should  not  borrow  the  money  and  construct 
the  works.  He  had  the  courage  of  his 
opinions :  he  was  not  a  bit  ashamed  of  being 
called  an  advocate  of  borrowing,  so  long 
as  it  was  incontestably  shown  that  the  works 
would  return  fair  interest  on  their  cost.  He 
had  no  sympathy  whatever  with  any  reckless 
borrowing,  but  for  really  necessary  works  sueh 
as  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  had  alluded  to,  works  which 
would  actually  increase  the  earnings  of  the 
existing  lines,  and  which  would  not  pat  the 
colony  to  one  pennyworth  of  extra  taxation, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  a  moderately  large  sum 
should  not  be  raised  by  loan,  either  vrithin  or 
without  the  colony.  He  trusted  the  Minister 
would  give  close  attention  to  the  proposals 
which  he  had  advocated  that  afternoon. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  said,  now  that  No.  1 
hypocrite  had  sat  down,  he  hoped  he  would  be 
excused  for  not  following  his  example.  When 
the  debate  started  that  afternoon  he  wondered 
what  was  the  matter.  Five  honourable  members 
jumping  up  all  at  once,  just  as  if  thej  had  been 
sitting  on  a  bunch  of  nettles,  was  a  clear  in- 
dication that  another  caucus  had  been  held. 
The  custom  of  the  five  honourable  members 
was  to  sit  still :  hence  his  deduction  that  they 
were  obeying  some  order  having  its  origin  at  a 
caucus.  He  said  the  theme  that  afternoon 
was  railways.  He  thought  the  discussion  would 
very  much  strengthen  the  position  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Railways.  In  the  North  they  hmd  a 
grievance,  and  it  was  of  long  standing.  He 
was  not  able  to  see  at  present  what  else  coold 
be  done  with  the  North  Island  railway-money. 
They  had  snagged  the  Wanganui  River,  they  had 
spent  a  large  amount  of  money  on  Native  land 
and  reading;  but  that  expenditure  so  far  had 
done  nothing  for  the  North.  Had  the  time 
arrived  when  something  should  be  done?  He 
certainly  thought  it  had.  If  there  was  a  rail- 
way which  could  be  worked  profitably,  it  was 
the  continuation  of  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  line.  Reference  had  been  made  to  the 
promises  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Work*. 
The  time  had  arrived  when  they  should  fa^ve 
something    more    than    promises.    They  bad 
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lived  as  loog  as  ever  they  oould  on  promises. 
They  wanted  now  something  substantial.    It 
mattered  not  to  him  who  was  the  Minister  for 
Railways  one  whit.    They   wanted  hereafter 
what  might  be  called  a  fair  distribution.    They 
did  not  want  what  belonged  to  some  one  else. 
And  he  must  say  he  felt  justified  in  disagreeing 
with  the  last  speaker  in  regard  to  his  Island 
Bay  railway.    They  had  got  from  where  he  was 
standing  at  the  present  time  a  tramway  ser- 
vice running  half-way  to  Island  Bay,  and  he 
believed  the  right  thing  to  do  and  do  at  once  was 
to  continue  that  service  to  Island  Bay.    He 
knew  there  was  a  necessity  for  the  completion  of 
that  tramway,  and  he  knew  there  was  money 
in  it.    The  honourable  member  for  the  Suburbs 
had  a  duty  to  perform,  and  he  should  not  rest 
ontil  it  was  performed  ;  but  he  should  not  ask 
the  colony  to  do  the  work.    It  was  a  work  for 
the  citizens.    They  were  working  on  the  same 
lines  in  the  Auckland  District.    They  were  run- 
ning four  miles  of  tramways  there,  and  they 
were  going  to  continue  it  three  miles  further. 
But  they  were  not  asking  the  colony  to  do  the 
work.    Let  the  Wellington  people  go  and  do 
likewise.    He  was  desirous  of  doing  his  duty, 
and,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  said,  if  it 
came  to  the  point  that  they  must  borrow,  if  the 
conditions  were  equal  all  round  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  at  present  that  he  should  stand  in 
the  way.    That  was  the  position  he  occupied 
there  to-day.     He  had  said  before  that,  money 
being  now  very  cheap,  he  did  not  know  if  they 
oould  ever  have  a  more  opportune  time  to  float 
a    loan.    It  was    no  use    them   coming    and 
.badgering    the   Minister   for  Kail  ways:    they 
knew  the  honourable  gentleman's  position,  and 
his  relations  to  the  railways  and  to  the  House, 
and  they  knew  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
not  do  what  they   were  continuously  asking 
him  to  do.    It  was  utterly  impossible,  because 
fche  money  was  not  available  for  the  Minister 
to  do  what  the  members  asked  about  this  and 
(he  other  railway.    Therefore,  let  them  make  a 
long  pull,  and  a  strong  pull,  and  a  pull  altogether 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  colony  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  HOOG  said  this  was  a  very  important 
.question,  and  he  was  astonished  at  the  way 
honourable  members  had  been  treating  it. 
Honourable  members  had  been  treating  it  with 
a  good  deal  of  levity,  but  it  was  no  laughing 
matter  for  the  colony.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  if  every  member  spoke  what  was  in 
bis  mind  he  would  tell  them  that  he  had  a 
railway  which  he  wished  constructed.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  talk  about  completing  lines 
that  were  very  badly  wanted,  but  they  knew 
very  well  that  to  do  so  involved  a  considerable 
expenditure  of  public  money  and  consequently 
largely-increased  borrowing.  He  should  like 
honourable  members  to  say  whether  they  were 
content  that  the  Government  should  resort  to 
lx>rrowing  largely  for  public  works.  Although 
borrowing  under  certain  circumstances  might 
be  legitimate,  he  contended  that,  unless  the 
expenditure  was  going  to  be  applied  to 
works  that  could  be  proved  or  were  likely 
to  be  of  a  thoroughly  reproductive  character, 
(hey  were  not  justified  in  plunging  the  country 


into  an  amount  of  debt  that  might  prove  a 
most  serious  thing  for  the  general  ta^ayer. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  always  contended 
that  their  railways  were  in  advance  of  the 
times,  and  that  it  would  be  much  better  for 
New  Zealand  if  less  money  had  been  spent  on 
railways  and  more  on  the  construction  of  roads 
and  bridges.  They  should  take  a  practical 
view  of  the  situation.  At  the  present  time 
they  had  heartrending  appeals  from  every  part 
of  his  district,  and  from  nearly  every  other 
part  of  the  colony,  from  settlers  who  were 
unable  to  get  their  produce  to  market  because 
they  had  neither  roads  nor  tracks.  That  was 
the  position.  Now,  they  knew  very  well  that 
for  the  cost  of  one  mile  of  railway  they  could 
construct  twenty  miles  of  roads,  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  utility  of  the  two  things,  honour- 
able members  would  see  there  wm  really  no 
comparison.  Railways  might  certainly  be  used 
by  merchants  and  others  in  sending  goods  into 
the  country,  and  by  farmers  in  "sending  pro- 
duce back  to  the  ports,  but  they  provided  by 
no  means  the  same  convenience  that  was 
derived  from  roads.  Roads  were  every  man's 
property  ;  every  one  had  a  perfect  right  to 
make  use  of  them  ;  and,  so  long  as  the  coxmtry 
had  roads,  they  would  always  have  plenty  of 
produce  coming  into  the  market.  He  did 
not  deny  that  railways  were  useful  and 
of  importance,  but  what  he  maintained 
was  that  railways  should  follow  roads,  and 
not  travel  in  advance  of  them.  What  did 
they  expect  their  settlers  to  do?  They  did 
not  merely  expect  them  to  pay  for  the  land 
they  occupied,  but  they  expected  the  occupiers 
of  bush  country  to  pay  nearly  every  shilling  of 
the  oost  of  construction  of  roads.  The  land 
was  loaded  for  this  purpose,  and  years  before 
the  roads  were  constructed  the  settlers  had  to 
pay  interest  upon  them.  That  was  the  position 
of  many  unfortunate  settlers ;  and  before  mem- 
bers talked  in  the  manner  they  had  that  after- 
noon about  pushing  railways  through  scoria 
country  that  would  never  pay — before  they 
talked  about  completing  lines  through  land 
some  of  which  would  not  yield  grass 
enough  to  feed  a  mosquito — they  should 
think  of  the  unfortunate  settlers  in  the 
back-country.  He  had  heartrending  letters 
before  him — some  of  them  addressed  to  his 
colleague  the  honourable  member  for  Pahi- 
atua — from  settlers  unable  to  find  their  way 
out  to  market  or  to  get  provisions  in  to  their 
sections,  and  who  were  simply  being  driven 
off  the  land  because  there  was  no  access  to 
their  holdings.  The  consequence  was  that 
they  appealed  to  their  member.  The  letter 
he  was  about  to  read  was  not  written  to  him- 
self, but  he  would  ask  honourable  members  to 
listen  to  it : — 

*'  For  eight  months  out  of  the  twelve  the 
road  here  is  impassable  and  dangerous  in  the 
extreme.  As  member  for  this  district  we 
are  depending  on  you  to  assist  us  in  this 
matter.  By  doing  this  I  am  sure  you  will 
gain  the  good- will  and  confidence  of  all  con- 
cerned, and  we  will  feel  proud  of  you  as  our 
representative." 
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That  letter  was  not  addressed  to  him,  but 
it  would  show  the  appeals  that  were  being 
made  to  members  of  the  House  by  settlers 
in  isolated  districts.  It  was  onlj  on  the  pre- 
vious day  he  had  learned  at  the  Education 
Board's  office  in  Wellington  that  after  about 
six  months  they  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
teacher  for  one  of  the  schools  in  one  of  these 
bush  centres.  The  Board  had  at  last  found  a 
young  lady  with  sufficient  courage  to  enter 
tbe  wilds  to  take  charge  of  the  children  there. 
The  settlers  in  these  places  had  to  pay  high 
prices  for  everything  they  consumed,  they 
had  to  pay  heavy  rents  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  when  they  had  their  holdings 
cleared  and  in  grass  they  were  unable  to 
get  stock  on  them,  or  if  they  did  they  could  not 
get  their  produce  out,  and  so  they  were  unable 
to  pay  their  way.  The  position  of  some  of  these 
settlers  was  deplorable,  and  while  they  had 
men,  women,  and  children  thus  situated  the 
first  duty  of  the  State  was  to  provide  them  with 
roads,  and  allow  railways  to  be  looked  to  after- 
wards. Boads  should  precede  railways,  and 
after  they  had  roaded  the  country  thoroughly, 
and  placed  the  taxpayers  in  a  position  to  bear 
additional  taxation,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
bring  down  an  extensive  scheme  of  railway- 
construction. 

Mr.  BUGHAKAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  had  dwelt  upon 
the  demands  of  country  settlers  for  roads,  and, 
knowing  well  the  needs  of  the  district  of  whiq)i 
he  had  been  more  particularly  speaking,  he  was 
very  well  aware  indeed  that  without  roads  it 
was  almost  impossible  for  the  settlers  there  to 
occupy  their  land  successfully,  and  that  there 
was  very  great  necessity  indeed  for  every  assist- 
ance which  the  Government  could  give  them. 
He  had  been  very  much  struck  with  an  ex- 
pression the  honourable  gentleman  had  made 
use  of — namely,  that  "unless  it  could  be 
proved  that  any  particular  railway  would 
be  reproductive,  it  was  wrong  to  put  the 
colony  under  an  avalanche  of  debt  for  its  con- 
struction." Well,  the  present  Government  had 
been  in  power  for  the  last  seven  years,  and 
session  after  session  sums  of  money  had  been 
voted  for  the  completion  of  what  was  known  as 
the  Eketahuna>Woodville  line.  When  the  Go- 
vernment came  into  power  there  were  some 
seven -and -twenty  miles  remaining  to  be  com- 
pleted between  the  two  places  named,  but 
those  votes  had  been  largely  of  a  sham  charac- 
ter, because  only  a  small  sum  was  actually 
expended  in  each  year.  Year  after  year  the 
construction  of  this  railway  had  been  allowed 
to  drag  along,  to  be  used  at  each  election  for 
political  purposes  through  the  co-operative 
system,  and  it  was  not  yet  completed.  He 
should  say  that  no  section  of  railway  ever 
constructed  in  this  or  any  other  country  had 
been  a  greater  discredit  to  any  Government 
than  was  the  history  of  this  particular  one. 

Mr.  HOGG.— It  would  never  have  been  com- 
pleted by  the  last  Government. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  was  an  assertion 
for  which  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
not  produce  any  justification  whatever.  The 
Mr,  Hogg 


honourable  gentleman  had  stated  his  ground  to 
be  that  no  line  should  be  constructed  unless  it 
could  be  proved  to  be  reproductive.  Well, 
what  was  the  history  of  this  particular  railway 
in  that  respect  ?  Returns  given  in  the  year's 
Railway  Statement  showed  this  railway  to  be 
the  best-paying  line  in  the  colony,  remming 
£3  lis.  7d.,  as  against  £3  9b.  5d.  for  the  Hura- 
nui-Bluff  line.  Yet  the  honourable  member, 
who  was  the  representative  for  that  part  of  the 
district,  enjoying  influence  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  had  boasted,  year  after  year 
had  allowed  this  important  railway  in  his 
district  to  drag  along  in  the  manner  described. 
With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Suburbs,  he 
regretted  to  say  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment respecting  the  extension  of  the  railway 
to  Island  Bay  was  equally  culpable.  He  was 
certain  that  no  Government  should  delay  for  a 
single  day  to  acquire  the  land  for  the  constrao- 
tion  of  that  line.  He  did  not  say  that  the 
construction  of  it  should  be  immediately  pro- 
ceeded with  ;  that  was  not  the  point.  The  real 
point  was  that  each  day's  delay  in  acquiring 
the  land  would  greatly  add  to  its  cost  when  it 
was  finally  acquired.  Then,  they  had  had  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley,  and  also  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairau,  urging  thaA  (he 
connection  should  be  made  between  the  Picton 
Section  and  the  Hurunui-Blufi  Railway.  Well, 
the  Hurunui-Bluff  Railway  was  paying  veiy 
fairly  at  the  rate  of  £3  9s.  5d.  per  cent. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— £5  Os.  lOd. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  surely  get  a  little  information  be- 
fore he  ventured  to  make  such  a  ridiculom 
statement  to  the  House.  The  return  from  the 
Hurunui-BIufI  Railway  for  the  year  ending  the 
81st  March  was,  as  he  had  stated,  £3  9s.  5d., 
as  against  £3  lis.  7d.  for  the  Wellington- 
Eketahuna  line,  whilst  the  Picton  Section  gave 
the  miserable  return  of  5s.  Id.  per  cent. ;  and 
its  history  in  past  years  had  been  even  worse, 
because  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony  had  had  to 
make  up  the  whole  of  the  interest  on  the  cost 
and  some  of  the  working  -  expenses  to  boot; 
and  if  they  took  the  line  through  the  un- 
completed portion  they  could  not  expect  any- 
thing but  a  further  loss.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  undertake  no  scheme  of  ex- 
tension of  railways  which  would  include  such 
a  line  as  that.  He  was  also  in  agreement  with 
those  who  objected  to  pushing  on  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  or  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  at  present.  He  thought  the 
taxpayers  of  the  colony  were  already  carrying 
more  than  a  sufficient  burden.  They  had  had 
lessons  in  the  past  history  of  New  Zealand  that 
should  prevent  them  going  in  for  more  '*  wild- 
cat "  schemes  of  borrowing.  No  business- man 
who  looked  at  the  conditions  under  which  any 
rapid  extension  of  railways  would  have  to  be 
worked  could  expect  anything  but  a- further 
heavy  charge  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said,  of  course  they  all  under- 
stood that  the  object  of  the  amendment  now 
before  the  House  was  to  prevent  Supply  being 
intercepted  by  a  more  important  motion ;  bol 
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for  all  that  it  gave  members  an  opportunity 
of  ventilating  tiieir  particular  grieyancee  so 
far  as  railway  construction  was  concerned.  He 
.  Q  listened  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley,  who  moved  this  amendment 
with  what  the  honourable  gentleman  con- 
sidered some  very  strong  reasons  in  favour  of 
the  extension  of  the  particular  line  mentioned 
in  the  amendment.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man told  them  that  the  carrying- out  of  this 
railway-work  meant  the  extension  of  the  land- 
«ettlement  scheme  of  the  Government,  and 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  purchase  about  a  dozen  estates,  which  he 
enumerated,  the  purchase  of  which  would  cost 
the  country  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a 
half.  The  honourable  member  seemed  to  for- 
get that  there  were  other  lines  which  remained 
nnoompleBed,  and  which  ran  through  Grown 
lands  or  lands  which  were  partially  settled. 
He  was  not  going  to  refer  to  the  district  which 
be  had  the  honour  to  represent,  though  he 
might  here  say  that  at  one  time  it  was  in- 
tended to  construct  a  line  of  railway  in  that 
district — a  line  running  from  Pukekohe  to  Wai- 
uku,  referred  to  the  other  day  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Western  Maori  District. 
He  was  not  going  to  press  the  claims  of  that 

S articular  line,  because  he  understood  the 
ovemment  intended  to  give  them  a  good 
metalled  road  between  Pukekohe  and  Wai- 
uku.  If  that  road  was  not  completed  within  a 
reasonable  time,  then  he  would  have  something 
iio  say  about  this  particular  railway.  He 
wished,  however,  to  refer  to  the  line  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata,  in 
the  district  which  he  formerly  had  the  honour 
to  represent.  Some  years  ago  a  very  large  sum 
-of  money  was  borrowed  to  complete  that  railway. 
Where  had  that  money  gone  ?  What  was  the 
position  of  the  railway  ?  The  money  was  taken 
and  used  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  He  did 
not  think  even  the  present  Minister  for  Public 
Works  was  able  to  tell  them  where  that  money 
■had  gone  ;  but  it  had  been  spent,  and  at  present 
the  Une  stopped  short  in  the  middle  of  a  dense 
bush,  and  unless  it  was  constructed  a  few  miles 
further  it  would  be  of  no  use,  and  nothing  short 
•of  extending  the  line  to  Maungaturoto  would 
make  the  present  expenditure  reproductive.  At 
present  the  rails  were  rusting  and  the  sleepers 
rotting.  Then,  as  regarded  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  line,  which  was  intended  to  con- 
nect Auckland  with  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
here,  again,  a  large  sum  of  money  was  bor- 
rowed for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  work. 
Where  was  the  money?  As  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Gity,  Mr.  Growther,  had 
said,  a  large  portion  of  the  money  was  spent  in 
snagging  the  Wanganui  River,  in  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands,  in  the  construction  of  roads  in 
the  Wellington  Province,  and,  so  far  as  railway 
.  and  even  road  communication  was  concerned, 
Auckland  might  as  well  be  on  an  island  by  it- 
self. He  considered  that  these  two  lines — the 
Helensville  Northwards  and  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  lines — had  stronger  claims  for 
.completion  than  any  other  lines  in  the  colony. 
,He  thought  they  should  be  completed  as  soon 


as  the  finances  of  the  colony  would  peraut ; 
and  he  certainly  thought  they  should  be  com- 
pleted before  such  a  comparatively  unimport- 
ant line  as  that  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashley. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  he  wished  to  say  one  or 
two  words  about  certain  railways  of  the  colony, 
but  first  he  desired  to  say  that  he  regretted  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  should  have 
moved  his  motion  that  afternoon.  He  under- 
stood it  was  desirable  that  the  estimates  should 
be  considered,  and  should  have  been  at  once 
proceeded  with ;  and  he  understood,  as  far  as 
the  Opposition  were  concerned,  they  expected 
the  estimates  would  have  been  considered 
forthwith ;  but  this  was  another  example  of 
what  he  was  very  sorry  to  see  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House — an  attempt  to  block 
the  business  of  the  country.  It  was  not  the 
first  time  that  that  had  been  done  that  session. 
It  had  gone  on  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
seemed  perfectly  plain  some  members  of  the 
Government  party  were  determined  there 
should  be  no  legislation  this  year  at  all. 
Whether  it  was  that  the  Bills  which  had  been 
introduced  were  so  bad  that  if  they  were 
passed,  and  the  matter  came  before  the 
country,  they  would  be  injured  in  their  position 
as  representatives  of  the  party  or  not  he 
could  not  say;  but  it  was  surprising  to  him 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley,  who 
generally  did  not  block  business,  should  have 
attempted  to  do  so  that  afternoon.  He  wished 
to  say,  however,  one  or  two  words  about  the 
railway  which  was  mentioned — the  connection 
of  the  Hurunui  line  and  Blenheim,  through 
Awatere.  As  to  that,  it  was  distinctly  placed 
before  the  House  many  years  ago — the  alterna- 
tive of  either  a  line  along  the  East  Goast  or  a 
line  connecting  with  the  West  Goast  and  so  on 
to  Nelson — and  the  House  chose  to  say  that 
instead  of  finishing  the  line  between  Hurunui 
and  Blenheim,  going  up  along  the  East  Goast, 
the  line  to  the  West  Goast  should  be  con- 
structed, and  so  on  to  Nelson.  The  House  and 
the  country  deliberately  selected  that  alterna- 
tive. No  doubt  one  of  the  reasons  why  that 
alternative  was  selected  was  that  the  line 
along  the  East  Goast  would  run  through  land 
for  a  great  part  of  the  way  which  was  unsuit- 
able for  settlement.  It  consisted  of  nothing 
but  deep  valleys  and  high  mountain-ranges, 
and  could  only  be  used  for  sheep.  The  only 
land  suitable  for  settlement  was  a  small  piece 
about  Kaikoura. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— What  about  the  whole  of 
the  Amuri  Gounty  ? 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said,  so  far  as  the  Amuri  was 
concerned,  a  large  part  of  it  was  not  suitable  for 
anything  but  sheep  ;  it  was  unsuitable  for  agri- 
culture. As  to  the  Starborough  and  other 
estates  that  they  found  approaching  Blenheim, 
the  line  might  be  extended  from  Awatere  south, 
but,  further  than  that,  to  say  they  were  to  con- 
nect the  line  between  Hurunui  and  Awatere 
was  utterly  absurd. 

Mr.  MILLS.— What  about  Gheviot? 

Sir  B.  STOUT  said  the  Gheviot  was  served 
with  Port  Robinson,  and,  if  they  constructed 
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the  line  from  Cheviot  northwards,  was  there  a 
single  pound's  worth  of  goods  that  was  going  to 
be  carried  on  the  line  north  ?  The  thing  was 
ridioulous.  The  honourable  member  could 
never  have  been  in  the  country  to  make 
such  a  suggestion.  All  that  Cheviot  had  to 
export  would  have  to  be  exported  from  Port 
Bobinson,  or  if  they  connected  Wairau  with 
Cheviot  they  might  get  some  produce  carried 
from  there,  though  he  doubted  very  muph 
whether  it  would  pay.  To  say  that  they 
should  construct  the  railway  northwards  and 
to  connect  Hurunui  with  Awatere  was  simply 
ridiculous,  and  nobody  would  reasonably  sug- 
gest anything  of  the  sort.  In  fact,  the  strong 
supporters  of  the  line  never  suggested  it  would 
be  anything  but  a  main  line  to  carry  passen- 
gers righc  through  from  the  Bluff  to  Piccon. 
That  was  the  idea,  and  that  was  the  suggestion ; 
and  then  they  were  to  have  steamers  running 
across  the  Straits  between  Picton  and  Welling- 
ton. It  was  never  suggested  it  would  be  a  line 
of  any  value  in  carrying  produce  at  all.  The 
position,  therefore,  was  this:  The  colony  de- 
liberately selected  the  other  alternative.  It 
could  not  afford  two  main  lines  running 
through  the  Middle  Island,  and  it  therefore 
chose  to  accept  what  was  called  the  Midland 
Bailway  line  in  preference  to  this  line.  No 
colony  could  afford  to  construct  two  main 
lines,  one  running  on  one  side  of  the  moun- 
tain-range and  one  on  the  other.  However, 
he  would  point  out  this  in  reference  to 
that  line:  If  they  wanted  to  have  communi- 
cation quickly  with  the  Middle  Island,  there 
ought  to  be  two  things  done.  The  first  was, 
they  would  require  to  have  quicker  and  larger 
steamers  between  Wellington  and  Lyttelton, 
and  they  ought  to  take  not  longer  than  eleven 
or  twelve  hours.  Then,  the  trains  ought  to 
arrive  at  Lyttelton  two  hours  earlier  than  they 
did  now,  so  that  the  steamers  could  leave  not 
later  than  eight  o'clock,  and  get  across  Cook 
Strait  before  the  nor'westers  came  up,  for  the 
nor'westers  generally  came  on  after  six  in  the 
morning.  If  they  did  that  they  would  be  able 
to  have  communication  more  speedily  and 
better  than  at  present.  When  they  had  a  sea 
route  which  could  be  accomplished  in  eleven 
or  twelve  hours  it  was  perfectly  ridiculous 
to  construct  a  railway  to  do  the  same  route  in 
eighteen  or  twenty  hours,  because  if  the  line 
were  connected  from  Christchurch  to  Picton 
the  railway  journey  would  take  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  hours,  and  then  there  would  be  a 
sea  trip  of  four  or  five  hours  from  Picton  to 
Wellington.  So  that  double  the  time  would 
be  taken  by  the  overland  trip  from  Christ- 
church  to  Wellington,  as  it  might  be  called,  as 
compared  with  the  sea  route  between  the  same 
places.  The  idea  that  they  were  going  to  spend 
a  great  deal  of  money  on  this  railway  was 
ridiculous,  and  he  was  convinced  the  honour- 
able member  knew  it  was  ridiculous,  and 
moved  his  motion,  therefore,  not  with  any  idea 
of  its  being  carried,  but  for  some  other  reason  ; 
it  might  have  been  because  of  a  quarrel  with 
the  Government.  He  (Sir  B.  Stout)  thought  it 
must  have  been  that,  because  he  felt  sure  the 
Sir  B.  Stout 


honourable  gentleman  would  not  have  done  it 
unless  something  had  happened  at  the  cancus 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City 
(Mr.  Crowther)  had  referred  to,  and  seemed  to 
know  so  much  about.  Apparently  there  had 
been  some  trouble  at  that  caucus  this  morn- 
ing, and  the  honourable  member  must  have 
felt — he  would  not  say  that  he  was  in  a  pet — 
but  put  out,  as  he  seemed  to  be,  and  therefore 
moved  his  motion  so  as  to  disturb  the  mind  of 
the  Government,  with  whom  he  appeared  to 
have  some  quarrel.  He  was  very  sorry  there  was 
some  misunderstanding  between  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  the  Ministry,  and  he  hoped 
that  by  half-past  seven  o'clock  their  differences 
would  be  patched  up,  and  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  then  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
his  motion.  He  exceedingly  regretted  that 
any  quarrel  had  arisen  between  them,  because 
he  had  always  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
her  was  such  a  firm  friend  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  motion  after  he  had  had  dinner. 
There  were  two  or  three  things  he  wished 
to  refer  to,  and  the  first  was  in  reference  to  the 
completion  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway 
line.  The  route  of  this  line  had  been  deter- 
mined by  the  House,  and  it  was  determined  by 
a  Committee  of  the  House  consisting  entirely 
of  South  Island  members.  So  far  as  he  recol- 
lected, there  was  only  one  member  of  that 
Committee,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery,  who 
did  not  approve  of  the  central  route.  All  the 
other  members  of  that  Committee  determined 
that  the  central  route  was  the  proper  route  to 
pursue.  If  that  were  so,  the  House,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Committee's  recommendation, 
was  committed  to  that  route.  There  had  been, 
it  was  true,  an  attempt  made  now  and  again  to 
change  that  route ;  but  he  submitted  that  Par- 
liament and  the  country  were  committed  to  that 
route.  That  being  so,  why  should  not  that  line 
be  completed  ?  What  had  happened  in  regard 
to  this  railway-line  ?  Money  had  been  ti^en 
from  the  loan  set  aside  for  the  purpose,  which 
money,  it  was  understood,  was  to  he  restored. 
Money  had  been  taken  out  of  it  for  roads,  and 
for  snagging  the  Wanganui  River,  and  a  large 
sum  of  money  had  been  withdrawn  for  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands.  Now,  he  submitted 
that,  as  this  loan  was  ear-marked  for  the  con> 
struction  of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Bailway,  the  money  which  had  been  withdrawn 
for  the  acquisition  of  Native  lands  ought  to  be 
replaced  in  that  loan  fund,  in  this  way :  As  the 
land  thus  acquired  was  sold,  the  proceeds  of 
the  land-sales  ought  to  be  restored  to  that  fond. 
If  that  had  been  done,  no  doubt  that  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  to  complete  the  line, 
but  it  would  have  helped  to  complete  the  line. 
As  to  the  line  itself,  he  could  only  say  he  had 
been  over  not  the  whole  of  it,  but  over  the  Upper 
Wanganui  portion  ;  and  on  the  land  that  the 
line  went  through  in  that  district  there  was  a 
most  magnificent  forest  of  totara.  He  had 
travelled  through  most  of  the  North  Island 
where  they  had  kauri  forests,  and  he  had  been 
through   almost    all  the  forest-land  of    Nef» 
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Zealand  on  the  West  Ooaet,  Otago,  and  Soath- 
land,  and  be  bad  seen  no  forest,  either  of  kauri 
or  anythinff  else,  with  so  many  feet  of  timber 
to  the  acre  as  chey  would  find  in  this  totara 
forest  np  by  Taumaranui.  It  was  the  most 
magnificent  forest  he  had  ever  seen  in  his  life. 
They  had  there  trees  some  of  them  150  ft. 
high  and  almost  straight.  Some  of  them  were 
5  ft.  through,  and  they  had  tbe  most  mag- 
nificent timber  in  this  very  large  forest.  Why, 
he  believed,  if  that  forest  were  kept  by  tbe 
Gk>vemment  and  utilised,  and  if  they  sold  that 
totara  forest  at  so  much  per  foot,  and  took  care 
that  it  was  not  burnt  down,  they  would  get  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds  out  of  that  forest 
alone.  He  believed  that  forest  alone  would 
almost  safGice  to  complete  the  line  of  itself. 
The  money  that  could  be  derived  from  it 
would  almost  complete  the  line  by  itself  if  the 
forest  were  maintained,  as  it  ought  to  be,  as  a 
State  forest,  and  the  timber  sold  at  so  much 
per  foot.  Even  if  tbey  sold  it  at  9d.  per  hun- 
dred feet  they  would  be  able  to  get  out  of  it 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds.  There  was 
maire,  too,  which  was  a  most  excellent  timber; 
and,  he  submitted,  the  House  must  remember 
that  our  forests  were  being  destroyed,  and  the 
number  of  the  trees  was  so  decreasing  that  our 
timber  was  bound  to  go  up  in  price,  and  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  such  vast  forests  as 
theee  should  be  preserved  by  the  Government, 
and  that  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way should  be  utilised  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  this  timber  to  market.  That  was 
what  he  bad  to  say  about  the  question  of  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway.  He 
submitted  that  that  line  to  Auckland  was  the 
miost  important  piece  of  railway  now  remain- 
ing to  be  completed.  He  knew  that  some  of 
the  Auckland  people  thought  that  the  route  of 
that  line  should  have  been  by  way  of  Stratford 
or  some  other  part  of  Taranaki.  Now,  be  did 
not  think  so  at  all.  That  would  never  have 
been  a  popular  route  to  Auoki.md.  There  were 
two  things  that  the  people  of  Auckland  should 
see — namely,  that  if  they  did  have  this  Tara- 
naki route,  then  the  line  would  have  to  com- 
pete with  the  steamers  between  Onehunga  and 
Taranaki.  He  did  not  think  it  could  compete 
with  them  at  all.  That  was  the  first  thing  to 
be  noticed.  Secondly,  they  would  have  such 
an  enormous  detour  by  rail  from  Wanganui  to 
Stratford  that  it  would  never  be  a  popular 
route  for  travelling  from  Wellington  to  Auck- 
land by.  Next,  it  would  not  open  up  the 
centre  of  the  Island,  which  was  one  of  the 
best  tourist  routes  in  this  Island;  aitd  then, 
further  than  that,  they  would  have  between 
Wanganui  and  Stratford  exceedingly  steep 
grades  through  and  out  of  the  Wanganui  dis- 
trict, which  would  never  make  that  line  a  swift 
line,  and  thereforo  the  central  route  wa8  the 
most  practicable  route,  and  would  be  of  far 
more  service  to  Auckland  than  it  would  be  to 
Wellington.  Some  of  the  people  of  Auckland 
thought,  if  this  central  line  were  completed,  it 
would  be  of  enormous  service  to  Wellington. 
He  did  not  deny  that  it  might  be  so ;  but  he 
could  only  say  that  for  every  visitor  to  Auck- 


land in  the  fall  of  the  year  now  they  would 
have  ten  visitors  if  this  line  were  completed. 
People  did  not  like  a  sea  voyage,  and  if  they 
had  this  line  completed  they  would  have  the 
whole  of  the  thermal-springs  rogion  visited  by 
four  or  five  times  as  many  people  as  now  visited 
it.  The  particular  gain  to  Auckland  would  be 
immense,  because  every  person  who  had  been 
to  Auckland  admitted  that  its  surroundings 
wero  as  beautiful  as  those  of  any  city  in 
Australasia.  As  for  the  climate,  tbe  worst 
of  it  was  during  the  months  of  December^ 
January,  and  February;  but  outside  those 
months  the  climate  was  most  enjoyable,  except 
during  a  month  or  so  in  the  winter,  when  thero 
were  heavy  rains.  This  line  would  tend  to^ 
make  Auckland  practically  the  winter  sana- 
torium of  New  Zealand,  and  the  advantages 
to  Auckland  were  so  manifest  that  he  waa 
surprised  the  people  of  Auckland  had  not  seen 
long  ago  through  all  this  humbug  and  bother 
about  the  line  to  Taranaki,  as  if  it  were  going 
to  help  them  in  their  trade  either  in  butter  or 
stock,  or  anything  else  they  dealt  with.  It  waa 
not  likely  to  help  them  at  all ;  and  if  they  re- 
lied upon  the  railway,  and  not  upon  the 
steamers,  their  goods  would  not  get  to  Tara- 
naki cheaper  and  faster  than  goods  could  be 
sent  there  from  Wellington.  He  was  much 
surprised  they  did  not  see  this.  That  was  all 
he  had  to  say  about  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Railway ;  but  he  thought  that  in  the 
Public  Works  Statement  and  also  in  tbe  public- 
works  appropriations  to  be  brought  down  this 
year  the  Qovernment  ought  to  provide  that  the 
land  fund  which  properly  belonged  to  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway — namely^ 
the  Native  lands  that  had  been  purchased  with 
money  taken  out  of  the  North  Island  Railway 
Loan — should,  in  so  far  as  the  proceeds  derived 
from  them  were  concerned,  bo  restored  to  that 
loan  fund.  If  they  were  to  set  aside  £100,00<> 
a  year  for  the  purposes  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway,  it  did  not  matter  whether  they 
opened  a  new  account  for  the  proceeds  of  the 
Native  land  purchased  by  the  railway  loan. 
That  was  all  he  had  to  say  in  roference  to  the 
railways,  except  one  word  as  to  what  had 
been  said  about  the  Hutt  Railway.  Ho 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Suburbs  that  if  the  Qovernment  bad 
no  money  available  at  present  to  extend  that 
line  from  Te  Aro  to  Island  Bay  they  ought,  at 
any  rate,  to  look  ahead  and  make  arrange- 
ments to  secure  the  land  they  would  require 
when  they  had  the  funds  for  the  purpose,  for 
if  the  land  was  not  now  purchased,  every  year 
it  would  be  increasing  in  price,  and  the  result* 
would  be  it  would  be  purchased  at  a  consider- 
ably increased  price,  adding  largely  to  the  cost 
of  the  extension  that  would  have  to  be  made 
in  the  future.  He  did  not  know  the  colony 
could  ivfiord  to  extend  that  line  at  present,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  colony  plunge  into  a 
large  borrowing  scheme  for  this  or  that  line. 
In  dealing  with  railways,  as  well  as  with  roads, 
they  would  have  to  act  very  cautiously,  and  not 
rush  into  the  market  to  get  large  loans  simply 
because  they  needed  them  for  their  railways. 
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One  thing  might  be  done,  and  that  was  gradaally 
to  straighten  the  Hutt  Railway  in  eeveraJ  plaoes, 
and  that  might  be  done  bj  the  expenditure  of 
£1,000  or  £2,000  annually  in  the  winter  months 
when  provision  had  to  be  made  for  the  un- 
employed. There  were  portions  of  work,  too, 
whioh  might  be  done  oy  prison  labour.  In 
this  way  part  of  the  line  across  some  of  the 
bays  could  be  straightened,  and  the  result 
would  be  that  not  only  would  the  line  be  run 
cheaper  but  faster,  and  there  would  be  an 
increased  revenue  to  the  Railway  Department. 
He  did  not  ask  the  Government  to  run  into 
£20,000  or  £80,000  expenditure  at  once.  He 
recognised  that  there  were  other  railways — the 
North  Island  Trunk  and  others—that  would 
be  more  beneficial  to  the  colony  than  money 
spent  in  straightening  this  Hutt  line  at  once  ; 
but  it  might  be  done  by  small  degrees, 
luid  accomplished  in  that  way  without  any 
heavy  burden  being  cast  on  the  colony. 
He  regretted  that  they  had  not  got  into  the 
estimates  at  once,  and  that  this  railway  ques- 
tion had  come  up  now.  It  seemed  to  him  the 
proper  time  to  discuss  the  railways  of  the 
colony  was  when  the  Public  Works  Statement 
had  come  down,  because  until  they  knew  what 
the  proposals  of  the  Gk>vemment  were  it  was 
hardly  fair  to  enter  into  a  discussion  on  this 
question  of  railway  construction.  He  had 
understood  that  the  Public  Works  Statement 
would  have  been  down  that  day ;  but,  seeing 
they  were  in  Committee  of  Supply  for  the 
«econd  time,  and  that  all  the  Government 
asked  in  reference  to  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment was  that  no  wan t-of -confidence  motion 
should  be  moved  on  the  policy  disclosed  in 
the  Financial  Statement,  he  thought  the 
railways  question  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
cussed until  the  Public  Works  Statement 
was  before  the  House.  There  were  two 
cr  three  things  which  he  wished  to  refer  to, 
but  he  should  reserve  them  for,  perhaps,  the 
second  or  third  reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill :  that  was  to  say,  questions  dealing  with 
the  sinking  funds  to  local  bodies,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  Royal  Commissions.  The  reason 
he  did  not  refer  to  them  now  was  that  if  he 
did,  he  would  have  to  deal  with  statements 
made  by  the  Premier  in  his  reply  when  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply  the  first  time.  He 
cnly  mentioned  now  that  he  would  take  the 
opportunity  offered  by  the  Appropriation  Bill 
to  review  the  Premier's  statements  on  the  occa- 
sion he  referred  to.  When  the  Public  Works 
Statement  was  brought  down  on  Tuesday 
the  Premier  would,  no  doubt,  disclose  to  the 
House  what  he  intended  to  do  with  respect 
to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway.  No- 
thing was  done  last  year,  and  he  believed 
that  if  they  had  that  railway  complete  right 
through  to  Auckland  it  would  begin  to  pay  a 
good  deal  of  its  cost  of  construction.  The  line 
south  of  Alexandra  was  not  paying  at  all.  The 
trafiio  was  small— indeed,  there  was  no  traffic 
worth  mentioning  in  that  direction.  Until 
they  got  the  line  through  they  would  practi- 
cally get  no  interest  on  the  enormous  sum  of 
money  they  had  already  expended;  and  the 
Sir  R,  Stout 


gain  to  the  colony  of  carrying  the  line  right 
through  would  be  considerable.  It  was  tme 
the  line  ran  partly  through  pumice  plains,  hot 
these  plains  could  be  utilised.  He  believed  the 
pumice  plains  could  be  utilised  for  fruit-growing 
in  a  way  that  had  not  yet  been  reoognisad. 
They  had  seen  what  had  been  done  in  the  way 
of  tree-growing  at  Taupo,  and  it  was  very  much 
to  be  regretted  that  the  recommendations  made 
about  twelve  years  ago  had  not  been  oarried 
out — namely,  that  a  forest  plantation  should 
be  attempted  on  these  pumice  plains  and 
mountains,  which  were  unsuitable  for  any- 
thing but  forest  growth.  He  believed  th^ 
could  utilise  a  large  area  in  the  centre  of  this 
Island,  which  was  now  pure  desert,  for  forest 
purposes.  A  useful  lesson  in  this  respect  was 
to  be  derived  from  the  working  of  the  German 
forest  department.  They  worked  their  forests 
on  the  hundred-years  system,  and  they  got 
an  enormous  return  for  their  mountain  lands. 
Sometimes  as  high  as  7s.  6d.  an  aore  rental 
was  obtained  for  these  forest-lands  from  the 
growing  of  timber,  after  paying  expenses.  Our 
forests  were  being  gradually  denuded,  and  the 
result  would  be  a  terrible  thing  for  New 
Zealand  if  it  had  to  depend  solely  upon  im- 
ported forest  timber.  That  would  take  place 
unless  they  began  now  to  plant  forests. 
They  must  utilise  their  mountains  and 
hills  which  would  not  grow  grass,  and  they 
had  in  their  pumice  plains  an  opportunity  A 
utilising  them  for  such  purposes.  There  were 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  which  would 
grow  trees,  and  they  would  have  to  plant 
forests  there  if  they  were  to  carry  out  a  proper 
scheme  of  forestry  in  this  colony. 

Mr.  LAWRY  intended  to  detain  the  House 
only  a  few  minutes.  He  congratulated  iht 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  on  his 
perspicacity.  That  honourable  gentleman,  by 
tuition,  intuition,  or  by  a  series  of  investiga- 
tions, was  always  prepared  to  tell  that  House 
what  took  place  at  Government  caucuses. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  was  quoting  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  had 
said. 

Mr.  IjAWRY  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  seemed  to  know  everything 
that  took  place  at  the  caucus  that  morning. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  said  he  did  not  know  there 
was  one. 

Mr.  LAWRY  said  there  were  a  great  many 
things  which  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  know,  and  a  great  many  things  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  learn.  He 
was  pleased  to  hear  his  sympathetic  remaito 
upon  the  rupture  that  had  taken  place  between 
the  Premier  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  act  as  mediator  between  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley. 

.  OQ  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton  City  had  rather  severely  oritioiied 
the  statement  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley  in  his  argument  in  favour  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  from  Culverden  to 
Blenheim,  one  of  his  strongest  objections  to 
the  resolution  being  that  the  line  would  past 
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thioogh  a  lot  of  Crown  land,  and  would,  nnder 
no  oiroumstanoes,  pay  iniezest  on  the  cost  of 
itB  oonstruotion.  Now,  he  (Mr.  Lawry)  knew 
the  country  well ;  he  had  travelled  over  every 
inch  of  it,  and  he  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashley  that  there  were  thousands 
of  acres  fit  for  immediate  and  profitable  sefctle- 
ment.  He  had  also  travelled  over  a  great  part 
of  the  Midland  Railway  route,  and  his  own 
impression,  after  investigating  that  country, 
was  that  it  was  not  fit  in  any  degree  for  setfele- 
ment,  the  only  settler  suitable  for  it  being  the 
merino  sheep.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  speaking  of  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway,  stated,  in  support  of  his  own  pet 
echeme — which  he  might  say  was  essentially  a 
Wellington  scheme — that  a  Committee  of  that 
House  had  decided  in  favour  of  the  central 
route.  That  Committee  was  composed  of  South 
Island  members,  and  it  was  true  it  had  given  its 
decision  in  favour  of  the  central  route.  He  had, 
however,  read  some  time  ago  in  a  newspaper  that 
the  Colonial  Judges  never  struck  out  for  them- 
selves a  new  line  of  demarcation,  but  followed 
in  the  old  track,  but  that  there  was  one  Justice 
who  sat  on  the  bench  in  New  Zealand  who  did 
strike  out  a  new  line :  that  was,  that  he  decided 
all  cases  before  he  heard  the  evidence.  And 
that  was  exactly  how  this  Committee  came  to 
its  decision  regarding  the  central  route — no 
person  had  investigated  the  routes  excepting 
the  engineers. 

Sir  R.  STOUT.— Mr.  Mitchelson  had. 

Mr.  LAWRY  said  there  was  no  man  outside 
of  an  engineer  expert  who  gave  evidence  on 
that  Committee  so  far  as  he  remembered. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Mitchelson  gave  evidence  against 
what  was  called  the  Stratford  route  ;  but  upon 
what  data  was  his  evidence  based  ?  He  went 
as  far  as  the  Toko,  where  the  present  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  lives,  and  ascended 
to  tike  top  of  a  rata  or  rimu  tree,  and  inspected 
from  that  position  the  country  extending  over 
120  miles.  Then  he  came  back  and  reported 
in  favour  of  the  central  route.  It  was  on 
such  evidence  that  the  Committee  brought 
down  its  report.  The  whole  question  of  the 
Main  Trunk  Railway  was  Rettled  in  Egmont, 
when  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  contesting 
the  election  there  against  the  present  mem- 
ber for  Patea.  The  question  was  asked  of 
"Sir  Harry  Atkinson  as  to  which  route  he 
was  in  favour  of,  and  he  said,  **  I  am  not 
going  to  give  an  answer  to  the  question  one 
way  or  another ;  it  is  not  in  my  department ; 
but  my  colleague,  Mr.  Mitchelson,  who  will  or 
has  been  returned  unopposed,  is  now  inspecting 
the  route,  and  upon  his  decision  the  Cabinet 
vrill  act."  He  (Mr.  Lawry)  said  that  Mr. 
Mitchelson  on  that  occasion  and  in  that  parti- 
cular was  a  traitor  to  the  best  interests  of 
Auckland.  Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  stated  that  the  line  should  be 
constructed  from  Marton  to  join  the  connec- 
tion at  Kawakawa,  forgetting  at  the  time  he 
had  previously  stated  that  it  would  be  madness 
to  take  a  railway  through  a  desolate  country. 
He  entirely  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man   that    from    Marton   to  Taumaranui,  or 


Moawhango,  where  the  Main  Trunk  route  joined 
the  main  road  to  Napier,  there  was  some  of 
the  finest  country  in  the  colony ;  in  fact,  he 
was  prepared  to  say  that  from  Moawhango 
right  through  to  the  Poro-o-Tarao  Tunnel,  ex- 
cept a  stretch  of  country  round  Ohakune,  and 
on  to  Pipiriki,  there  was  not  a  single  acre 
of  land  fit  for  settlement.  It  was  nothing 
but  one  region  of  pumice-stone;  and  as  re- 
garded the  statement  that  the  land  would  grow 
totara,  he  had  seen  these  trees  toppled  over, 
and  the  soil  was  so  light  that  you  could  take 
a  thin  supplejack  stick  and  push  it  into  the 
pumice  as  easily  as  you  could  push  it  into  a 
bag  of  flour.  While  the  honourable  member 
said  it  was  not  wise  or  payable  to  take  a  rail- 
way through  poor  country,  in  the  same  breath 
he  advocated  the  construction  of  this  railway 
through  120  miles  of  pumice  land  that  was  not 
worth  a  farthing  an  acre  for  settlement  pur- 
poses. On  the  other  hand,  take  the  Stra^ord 
route — practically  it  was  the  Kawakawa-Ngaire 
route,  because  the  line  would  come  out  atNgaire 
— five  miles  nearer  Hawera.  He  was  speaking 
with  authority,  as  he  had  undertaken  the  task 
of  travelling  over  the  three  routes.  The 
party  with  him  had  travelled  over  the  Strat- 
ford route.  They  went  for  six  days  through 
the  bush,  carrying  their  provisions  on  their 
backs ;  and  they  went  back  to  Auckland  and 
reported  on  the  route,  and  stated  that  the 
country  was  broken,  but  in  every  part  fertile, 
while  the  central  route  was  a  region  of 
pumice.  And,  although  there  was  no  settle- 
ment at  the  northern  end  of  the  Stratford 
Main  Trunk  line,  that  is,  what  was  known 
as  the  Stratford  route,  at  the  southern  end— 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  would 
bear  out  what  he  stated— there  was  settlement 
for  nearly  fifty  miles  in  from  Stratford,  though 
when  he  came  through  there  a  few  years  ago 
the  settlement  was  only  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  Stratford.  Then,  the  honourable  member 
said  that  the  construction  of  the  central  line 
would  benefit  Auckland  more  than  Wellington. 
What  an  absurd  statement  ?  No  one  wanted 
to  deprive  Wellington  of  anything.  The  Auck- 
land people  rejoiced  in  her  prosperity,  but  the 
Auckland  people  were  determined  that  Auck- 
land should  be  placed  in  the  position  to  fairly 
compete  with  Wellington  for  the  growing  trade 
of  the  West  Coast.  Taking  Hawera  as  the 
centre  of  settlement  on  the  West  Coast,  did 
any  one  suppose  for  one  moment  that  any  one 
would  go  to  Auckland  by  train,  when  they 
would  have  to  go  ninety  miles  to  tap  the 
southern  connection  at  Marton,  and  then  go 
north  ninety  miles  over  the  Main  Trunk  Railway 
line  to  reach  a  point  parallel  to  that  from 
whence  they  started?  Then,  in  the  case  of 
goods-traffic,  it  would  have  to  go  back  ninety 
miles  again  northward  in  the  same  way  ?  Does 
any  one  suppose  it  would  go  to  Auckland?  No ; 
as  sure  as  daylight  followed  night  the  whole  of 
the  traffic  must  oe  diverted  by  railway  into  Wel- 
1  ington.  So  much  for  the  honourable  member's 
argument.  Then  another  objection  the  honour- 
able gentleman  took  was  to  the  grade  over  the 
hill  at  Fordell.     He  should  like  to  tell  the 
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honoarable  member  that  the  railway,  in  his 
opinion,  should  never  have  gone  by  way  of 
Fordell ;  it  should  have  gone  up  the  Mata- 
rua  Valley,  and  it  was  bound  to  go  np  that 
valley  at  no  distant  date.  The  grades  from 
Wanganui  to  Marton  oould  be  made  much 
easier ;  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  dis- 
pnted  that  assertion,  let  him  read  the  report  by 
Mr.  Beynolds,  the  oivil  engineer,  who  reported 
on  this  matter  when  the  case  came  before  the 
Government  four  years  ago.  Whether  the  rail- 
way went  from  Stratford  or  Marton,  as  sure  as  he 
was  standing  there,  and  as  sure  as  the  honour- 
able member.  Sir  Robert  Sbout,  would  lose  his 
seat  for  Wellington  at  the  next  general  election, 
the  railway  from  Wauganui  must  be  diverted 
from  its  present  route  and  go  up  the  Matarua 
Valley,  just  as  there  must  be  a  diversion  in 
the  Wellington  line  to  Wairarapa.  It  was  im- 
possible for  things  to  go  on  as  at  present. 
When  he  went  up  that  line  the  other  day  the 
wind  nearly  brought  the  train  to  a  standstill  on 
the  Rimutaka.  He  did  not  consider  the  after- 
noon's discussion  was  a  waste  of  time,  as  no 
more  important  question  could  be  brought  up 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  tban  the  question  of 
railways.  He  entirely  disagreed  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  said  it  was  a  mistake  to 
divert  the  money  that  had  been  ear-marked 
for  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  to 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands  and  the  making 
of  roads,  and  in  the  meantime  a  very  valuable 
asset  had  been  acquired.  Look  at  the  vast 
tracts  aoquired  in  the  King-country  —  some 
good  and  some  bad — but  every  acre  more  than 
an  asset  for  the  increased  liability  the  country 
incurred  in  consequence  of  the  purchase.  He 
did  not  care  personally  which  way  the  line 
went,  but  he  would  like  to  see  it  constructed 
over  that  route  which  would  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  country  as  a  whole  —  over  a 
route  bordered  on  either  side  by  land  fit  for 
immediate  and  profitable  settlement,  and  occu- 
pied by  settlers  who  would  make  smiling  home- 
steads, and  make  the  wilderness,  figuratively 
speaking,  "  bud  and  blossom  like  the  rose." 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  was  surprised  at  the 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker,  more  especially 
when  he  reflected  on  his  own  friend  and 
colleague,  Mr.  Edwin  Mitchelson.  He  stated 
that  that  late  member  of  the  House  was  *'  an 
absolute  trairor  to  Auckland.*' 

Mr.  LAWRY.— In  that  respect. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  the  words  he  used 
were  "  an  absolute  traitor  to  Auckland,"  and, 
further,  that  he  had  climbed  np  to  the  top  of  a 
totara  •  tree  and  reported  on  150,000  square 
miles  of  country.  If  it  had  been  true,  it  came 
with  exceedingly  bad  grace  from  the  honour- 
able member.  A  member  more  thoroughly 
trusted  by  both  sides  of  the  House  than  Mr. 
Mitchelson  had  never  been  in  the  House ; 
everybody  knew  that  his  every  word  was  what  he 
absolutely  believed ;  he  never  misled  the  House, 
and  he  was  trusted  and  beloved  from  one  side  of 
the  House  to  the  other  ;  and,  coming  from  an 
Auckland  member,  from  a  friend  and  colleague 
of  his  own,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
honourable  member's  language.  With  regard 
Mr,  Lawry 


to  the  Oulverden  line,  no  more  useleu  line  in 
the  present  position  oonld  possibly  be  under- 
taken :  there  was  no  land  to  be  opened  up  by 
it  after  going  through  the  Awatere  Valley ; 
after  leaving  Blenheim  and  going  south  oie 
country  was  contracted  by  a  range  of  high 
hills,  the  Kaikouras,  and  a  strip  of  level  from 
hills  to  high-water  mark  only  sufficient  for  the 
construction  of  the  line.  There  would  be  a 
long  distance  of  line  that  could  only  take 
traffic  from  end  to  end ;  there  could  not 
be  any  side  traffic,  and  no  local  traffic  oould 
possibly  arise.  As  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Oity,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  pointed 
out,  no  railway  that  oould  be  made  would  be 
able  to  compete  vrith  water  traffic.  With  re- 
gard to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line  and 
the  appropriation,  or,  he  should  say,  misappfo- 
priation  of  a  large  sum  of  money  spent  on  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands  and  on  reading,  from 
that  loan  fund,  many  honourable  memben 
who  listened  in  those  days, — himself  among 
the  number,  not  being  so  well  versed  in  the 
wickedness  of  this  wicked  House  as  he  vras 
now, — believed  what  they  were  told :  that  the 
money  would  be  invested  in  Native  lande  at, 
say,  2s.  6d.  an  acre;  that  the  land  would  be 
resold  at  7s.  6d.,  and  that  for  every  28.  6d. 
invested  the  Main  Trunk  Railway  Account 
would  receive  5s. ;  that  it  would  be  there- 
fore a  splendid  investment  for  that  aocount. 
But  what  had  happened?  Money  bad  been 
invested  in  Native  lands  along  the  line  of 
railway,  and  those  lands  had  been  roaded 
and  sold;  but  he  would  like  to  ask  Minis- 
ters, had  one  penny  of  the  purchase-money 
of  those  lands  ever  been  refunded  to  the 
fund  to  which  it  belonged  ?  Not  a  penny ;  it 
had  all  gone  to  the  public  revenue  and  to  sw^ 
the  magnificent  surpluses  from  year  to  year. 
Now,  as  to  the  totara  at  Taumaranui ;  it  was 
true  there  was  a  magnificent  forest  of  totara 
there ;  but  there  was  an  almost  equally  valuiJ>le 
forest  of  black-,  red-,  and  white-pine,  contain- 
ing more  thousand  feet  to  the  square  mile  than 
at  Taumaranui,  between  Karioi  and  Ohakune. 
The  mistake  made  was  that  these  stands  of 
pine  timber  between  the  two  last-mentioned 
places  were  situate  on  lands  which  had  been 
let  as  small  grazing  -  runs,  or  in  some 
other  form  of  settlement,  under  which  tiie 
settlers  were  compelled  to  fell  and  bum 
the  timber.  That  was  part  of  their  duty, 
and  there  was  an  Inspector  to  see  that  they 
did  it.  That,  surely,  was  a  mistake.  With 
refiard  to  the  Taumananui  and  the  totara,  he 
did  not  think  that  could  be  dealt  with,  beeaiue 
the  greater  portion  of  it  was  reserved  for  the 
Maoris,  who  had  not  sold  their  interest  in  it. 
The  honourable  member  for  Parnell  made  one 
or  two  chaffing  remarks  as  to  what  went  on  in 
the  Gk>vemment  caucuses,  but  a  Qovemmat 
caucus  under  the  present  Government  was  as 
leaky  as  a  colander.  All  that  took  place  at  it 
was  known  ;  the  one  or  two  little  things  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Sir  Robert  Stout)  referred  to  were  as  nothing 
to  what  was  known  outside.  He  would  not  say 
what  the  main  question  was  at  the  last  oaucus* 
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bat  several  of  the  Opposition  knew  well  what  it 
was.  The  fact  was  that  until  a  better  selection 
was  made  of  members  who  attended  cauoases 
they  would  not  obtain  the  secrecy  that  the 
Qovemment  desired.  They  were  told  that  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  line  was  through 
pumice  land  entirely,  from  Inland  Patea  to 
Te  Kuiti ;  but  though  it  was  the  fact  that  for 
a  long  distance  the  line  was  more  or  less  in 
pumice  land,  it  was  on  the  verge  of  good  coun- 
try. It  was  within  from  two  to  twelve  miles 
of  magnificent  limestone  country.  There  was, 
for  instance,  all  the  Upper  Mokau,  and  the 
Awflkkino,  and  other  tracts  of  capital  land 
within  easy  access  of  the  line.  There  were 
the  mountains  and  pumice  land,  including  the 
Kaingaroa  Plains,  for  some  miles  towards  the 
east ;  but  it  was  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  although  the  line  ran  through  much  bad 
land  it  would  not  serve  the  good  country ; 
that  to  the  we»t,  within  a  limited  number  of 
miles,  the  whole  line  ran  immediately  con- 
tiguous to  very  fine  land  which  could  and 
would  be  opened  up  by  it.  As  the  House  was 
considering  the  question  of  railways,  he  wished 
to  say  a  word  or  two  regarding  some  of  these 
lines  about  which  the  Government  had  not 
used  due  energy.  There  was  the  Eketahuna- 
Woodville  line,  which  was  now  advanced  to 
such  a  point  that  every  expedition  should  be 
used  to  complete  it  forthwith ;  for  every  day 
that  the  line  remains  unfinished  it  was  now 
losing  interest  on  the  money  already  expended 
upon  it.  Apart  from  any  question  of  politics 
altogether,  the  line  was  one  that  required  to 
be  finished.  Then,  in  his  opinion,  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  Manawatu  line  should  be 
purchased  by  the  Qovemment.  The  amount 
of  money  required  was  small.  The  com- 
pany had  a  large  amount  of  debentures  which 
would  have  to  ho  taken  over  by  the  colony, 
but  the  cash  that  would  have  to  be  paid 
was  not  a  lar>(o  num.  Next  they  came 
to  the  Seawar^l  Ikish  line,  which,  no  doubt, 
occupied  a  les.^^er  poHition  of  importance,  but  on 
which  something  like  £100,000  or  more  had 
been  spent,  whiit*  it  would  take  only  something 
like  £10,000  to  complete  it.  That  railway  was 
a  disgrace  from  a  business  point  of  view.  Here 
it  was  **  all  but."  It  was  in  the  position  of  a 
coat  only  wanting  half  a  dozen  buttons.  What 
would  be  the  cost  of  the  buttons?  And  yet, 
because  they  Imd  not  the  buttons,  they  could 
not  wear  the  'rat.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment were  boiui'l  to  bring  down  some  favour- 
able propoKai  wi-uS  regard  to  these  lines.  A 
most  important  mihI  needful  southern  railway 
was  the  extei:>ir<n  of  the  Invercargill-Orepuki 
line.  It  shouM  ho  carried  a  mile  or  two  past 
the  Waiau,  to  Die  point  where  two  roads 
met,  the  one  ^'oing  to  Olifden,  and  the 
other  to  tlie  west.  If  a  railway  -  station 
were  placed  tliere,  the  traffic  from  the  day 
of  opening  would  be  so  great  that  the  line 
would  not  carry  the  timber  to  be  sent  along  it. 
There  was  a  grand  extent  of  totara  there.  The 
line  would  have  to  be  carried  over  six  or  seven 
miles  over  level  ground,  or  terraced  ground, 
60  ft.  or  70  ft.  above  the  sea- level,  and  a  large 


bridge  was  required ;  but  the  line  itself  would 
cost  no  more  than  £4,000,  while  the  bridge 
would  cost,  say,  £20,000.  These  figures  he  was 
only  guessing  at,  however,  and  perhaps  it  waa 
unwise  to  guess,  because  the  Gk>vernment 
would  have  the  accurate  information  in  their 
possession.  He  hoped  the  few  remarks  he  had 
made  about  these  railways  would  not  be  lost 
on  the  Government.  The  Public  Works  State- 
ment was  not  yet  before  the  House,  and  if  the 
Government  had  not  made  provision  in  it  for 
the  railways  he  had  referred  to,  they  could 
still  do  so,  and  they  would  get  the  credit  of 
having  attended  to  these  matters  without  any 
hint  from  him,  and  the  credit,  too,  of  having 
had  the  foresight  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  country. 

K  Q  Mr.  OARSON  said  they  had  heard  a 
'  good  deal  that  afternoon  about  the 
diversion  of  money  from  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway  Loan  for  the  purpose  of  snag- 
ging the  Wanganui  River.  Now,  it  was  as 
well  for  the  House  to  know  how  much  money 
had  been  spent  on  that  object,  and  what  had 
been  gained  by  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  ex- 
penditure had  been  incurred  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  communication  with  Auckland,  and 
eventually  that  route  would  be  the  main  line- 
for  tourists  who  wished  to  get  to  Auckland. 
The  amount  of  money  expended  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  Wanganui  River  by  the 
Public  Works  Department  prior  to  1891  was 
£3,000,  and  the  amount  expended  by  the  Sur- 
vey Department  was  £1,300,  making  a  total  of 
£4,300.  Since  1891  the  amount  spent  on  the 
Wanganui  River  by  the  River  Trust  Board  was 
£4,188,  making  a  total,  in  all,  of  £8,448.  That 
was  the  total  amount  of  money  expended  in  the 
improvement  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wa- 
nganui River;  and  what  had  they  got  for  the- 
money  ?  For  some  considerable  time  they  had 
had  regular  steam  communication  between 
Wanganui  and  Pipiriki,  a  distance  of  fifty- 
seven  miles,  and  there  was  now  communica- 
tion with  Tangarakau,  a  distance  of  eighty- 
three  miles  from  Wanganui.  There  was, 
therefore,  a  distance  of  eighty-three  miles  of 
river  highway  opened  up  for  the  sum  of 
£8,448.  But  what  he  now  wanted  to  point 
out  was  the  necessity  for  extending  the  work, 
and  of  completing  it  to  some  fourteen  miles 
beyond  Ohura,  a  total  distance  of  123  miles. 
Beyond  that,  thirteen  miles  of  road  would  bring, 
them  to  Taumaranui,  from  whence  twenty 
miles  of  road  would  connect  with  the  Main 
Trunk  Railway  this  side  of  the  tunnel.  So 
that  any  one  could  see  that  this  must  become 
the  favourite  tourist  route.  Two  or  three  thou- 
sand pounds  would  complete  the  steamer  com- 
munication to  Taumaranui,  and  twenty  miles 
of  road  would  connect  with  the  railway  to  Auck- 
land. There  was  no  doubt  that  large  numbers 
of  tourists  would  be  certain  to  take  the  Wanga- 
nui River  route  on  account  of  its  great  attrac- 
tions. The  river  improvement  would  also  have 
the  effect  of  opening  up  some  half  a  million,  or, 
perhaps,  a  million,  acres  of  land  for  settlement. 
He  did  not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  any  longer  in  urging  the  necessity  for- 
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the  dztension  of  road  commanieation  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  beoauBs  he  had  already 
done  Bo  in  the  coarse  of  private  interviews  with 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  had  led  him  to 
hope  that  something  substantial  would  be  done 
in  that  direction. 

Mr.  PERE  said,  as  other  honourable  mem- 
bers had  been  advocating  the  claims  of  their 
respective  districts  for  railways  he  wished  to 
say  something  on  behalf  of  his  own  district. 
He  suggested  that  all  the  honourable  members 
«boald  combine  aud  ask  the  Govemmeut  to 
borrow  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  carry  out 
what  they  all  desired.  Some  time  ago  he  had 
proposed  that  money  should  be  borrowed.  Now, 
a  great  deal  of  time  had  been  wasted  in  asking 
the  Gbvernment  to  carry  out  certain  works ; 
but  how  could  the  Gk>vernment  possibly  do  it 
without  borrowing?  If  the  money  was  bor- 
rowed, as  he  had  suggested,  the  first  use  they 
should  make  of  it  was  to  complete  the  con- 
fitruction  of  the  railway  to  his  own  district.  If 
a  loan  was  not  authorised  for  railway  construc- 
tion by  this  House,  and  it  was  determined,  as 
heretofore,  merely  to  devote  a  certain  sum  ouc 
of  the  revenue  to  this  purpose,  then  he  would 
ask  that  such  sum  should  be  expended  entirely 
in  his  own  district,  and  in  no  other.  His  dis- 
trict was  at  present  in  the  position  of  an 
isolated  island.  That  was  the  way  it  had 
been  treated.  They  had  no  roads  along 
which  sheep  and  other  stock  could  be  driven. 
Neither  had  they  railways,  or  proper  steamer 
communication.  The  district  he  represented 
carried  at  the  present  time  two  millions  of 
sheen  and  a  very  large  quantity  of  stock — 
cattle  and  horses — and  there  was  no  means  of 
getting  them  away  to  Auckland  or  the  Thames, 
or  Napier,  or  Wellington,  or  wherever  it  might 
be  desirable  to  send  them.  Therefore,  he  said, 
his  district  demanded  the  first  consideration. 
The  fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  or  whatever  the 
amount  might  be,  that  had  gone  in  railway 
construction  had  been  expended  in  districts 
-other  than  his  own.  If  the  House  agreed  that 
money  should  be  borrowed,  he  was  prepared  to 
•support  the  request  of  any  member  as  to  how 
that  money  should  be  spent.  He  wished  to 
see  the  railway  constructed  from  Rotorua 
to  Qisborne  and  Wairoa,  and  he  wished  to 
see  a  stock-road  opened  to  Rotorua  and  Opo- 
tiki  and  Waiapu,  and  also  to  Wairoa.  These 
things  should  be  done  first.  Later  on  he  was 
l^oing  to  hand  in  a  motion  sisking  the  House  to 
borrow  four  or  five  millions  of  money  to  carry 
out  the  works  he  had  suggested,  so  that  they 
might  have  money  in  hand  wherewith  to  carry 
•out  the  requests  of  honourable  members.  If 
members  would  not  support  him  in  such  a 
motion,  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  go  to 
the  Government  and  try  and  persuade  them 
not  to  grant  a  single  request  of  any  member 
^ho  took  up  that  position. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  must  express  his  regret 
at  the  speech  they  had  heard  that  afternoon 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell. 
What  had  been  the  unfortunate  history  of  the 
Central  Railway  line  from  Wellington  to  Auck- 
land ?  The  whole  misfortune  in  connection 
If r,  Caraon 


with  that  railway-line  was  that  for  the  last 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  the  dissension  existing 
amongst  the  Auckland  members  had  been 
the  means  of  preventing  that  line  being  con- 
structed ;  and  yet,  unfortunately  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Auckland,  every  time  this  question 
was  brought  up  on  the  floor  of  the  House  they 
saw  the  same  signs  of  dissension  existing 
amongst  members.  He  was  happy  to  say  that 
dissension  was  confined  entirely  to  the  City 
and  suburbs  of  Auckland.  So  far  as  he  knew 
the  feeling  of  the  members  of  the  country 
districts,  they  were  prepared  to  support  any 
route  which  was  finally  selected  by  the 
House.  He  hoped  they  would  not  hear 
any  more  of  these  bickerings  amongst  the 
Auckland  members.  He  was  sick  of  it.  He 
saw  no  hope  whatever  of  seeing  that  line 
carried  through  until  the  members  for  the 
Province  of  Auckland  were  unanimous  in 
supporting  the  route  selected  by  the  Hooae. 
Until  that  was  done  they  were  simply  playing 
into  the  hands  of  the  Wellington  members. 
Not  more  than  two  or  three  years  ago  he  was 
speaking  privately  to  a  gentleman  representing 
a  Wellington  constituency,  and  he  admitted 
frankly  that  the  Wellington  people  did  not 
care  a  fig  whether  the  railway  ever  went 
through  to  Auckland  or  not,  so  long  as  they 
got  it  extended  as  far  as  was  necessary  to  open 
the  good  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  pumioe- 
country.  So  that  the  whole  of  the  dissensions 
that  existed  amongst  the  Auckland  members 
was  simply  playing  into  the  hands  of  Wel- 
lington, and  prevented  the  work  being  carried 
out.  He  was  not  in  a  position  to  express  any 
opinion  upon  any  particular  route,  neither  did 
he  care  a  straw  what  route  was  selected  so  long 
as  they  got  the  railway  extended  to  Auckland ; 
but  it  was  a  standing  disgrace  to  those  who  had 
represented  Auckland  in  that  House  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  that  a  million  of  money 
should  have  been  borrowed  for  the  construction 
of  that  line  and  that  they  should  have  allowed 
it  to  have  been  diverted  to  the  snagging  of  the 
Wanganui  River,  the  purchase  of  Native  land, 
and  other  things.  He  hoped  the  Auddaud 
members  would  take  warning  from  what  had 
happened  in  the  past.  He  hoped  when  the 
question  of  borrowing  came  up — and  he  dared 
say  it  would  soon  come— that  the  members 
from  the  Province  of  Auckland  would  make 
up  their  minds  what  it  was  they  wanted, 
and  that  they  would  stick  together  as  one  man. 
In  reference  to  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley,  he  presumed 
the  honourable  member  moved  it  by  way  of  a 
joke,  or  else  to  give  members  an  opportunity  of 
ventilating  their  views  on  railway  construction. 
If  there  was  one  railway  in  the  colony  more 
than  another,  he  should  think,  which  had  less 
claim  upon  the  House  it  was  the  railway  ad- 
vocated by  the  honourable  member.  He  must 
say  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  railways 
in  the  North,  and  he  would  say,  in  starting,  that 
if  there  was  to  be  any  borrowing  policy,  and  if 
the  House  was  determined  to  commence  the 
extension  of  the  railways  throughout  the 
colony,  he  ventured  to  say  that  those  south- 
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em  members  who  that  afternoon  had  been 
80  loudly  demanding  money  for  the  exten- 
sion of  their  railways  would  find  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  justice  would  have  to  be 
done  to  the  Province  of  Auckland.  Hitherto, 
through  dissensions  and  many  obher  causes, 
members  from  that  province  had  not  looked 
after  their  affairs  as  they  should  have  done,  and 
the  result  had  been  that  in  all  previous  loans  a 
greater  proportion  of  the  money  had  been  spent 
on  railways  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  Not 
only  that,  but  it  very  often  happened  that 
moneys  which  were  borrowed  and  voted  for  the 
extension  of  certain  railways  were  afterwards 
diverted  and  spent  on  works  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  But  he  ventured  to  say  th,e  day 
had  passed  by  when  any  Government  would 
dare  to  do  such  a  thing  as  that.  In  reference 
to  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata  as  to  the  Helensville  Rail- 
way, he  indorsed  every  word  that  had  been 
said  by  the  honourable  member  about  that 
line.  He  (Mr.  Thompson)  knew  its  resources 
well,  and  he  ventured  to  say  if  the  line  were 
extended  another  thirty  or  forty  miles  that 
railway  would  be  one  of  the  best  paying  lines 
in  the  colony.  The  peculiar  feature  about  that 
part  of  the  country  was  this :  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  to  buy  private  estates  to 
put  people  on.  The  people  were  there  already. 
They  had  been  there  for  the  last  thirty  years ; 
they  had  been  struggling,  like  all  the  early 
settlers,  to  make  homes  for  themselves  and  their 
families.  They  had  not  troubled  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  to  any  great  extent  for  assistance.  They 
had  no  roads  ;  their  water-carriage  on  that  side 
of  the  Island  was  very  bad  and  expensive ;  and 
if  there  was  one  portion  of  the  colony  which 
deserved  the  attention  of  the  Government  it 
was  the  district  through  which  this  railway 
would  run ;  and  he  hoped,  whatever  scheme 
might  be  brought  down  by  the  Government, 
that  the  Helensville  Railw9.y  line  would  not 
be  overlooked.  It  was  certainly  a  line  which 
should  be  continued,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
get  fair  consideration  when  the  Government 
were  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  rail- 
ways. Then,  there  was  another  small  exten- 
sion required  on  the  Whangarei-Whakapara 
line — it  was  only  a  small  extension  of  two 
miles  on  the  southern  end  to  enable  the  line  to 
be  carried  to  deep  water.  That  railway-line  at 
the  present  time  was  in  this  position  :  The  trade 
has  increased  so  rapidly  since  that  line  was  ex- 
tended that  the  railway  was  now  unable  to  cope 
with  the  traffic  for  want  of  proper  wharf-accom- 
modation. Where  it  was  built  was  in  a  shallow 
part  of  the  harbour,  and  never  was  intended  as 
the  permanent  terminus  of;the  line.  The  re- 
sult now  was  that  the  railway  authorities  were 
unable  to  handle  the  enormous  trade  in  the 
shape  of  timber  and  coal,  and  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  either  to  spend  a  large  amount^ of 
money  in  extending  the  wharf  to  where  the 
water  was  deep  enough  or  else  to  have  an  ex- 
tension of  the  railway  ifor  two  miles  and  bring 
the  terminus  to  a  point  where  steamers  could 
come  to  and  go  from  the  wharf  at  all  times 
of  the  tide.      This  work  would  not  cost  very 


much,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  overlooked 
by  the  Government.  It  was  absolutely  neoes- 
sary  that  that  should  be  done  to  get  the  full 
benefit  of  the  line  already  constructed.  Then, 
there  was  another  construction  further  north- 
wards— ^from  Hukerenui  northwards — in  con- 
nection with  which  petitions  had  lately  been 
presented  by  his  honourable  friend  the  member 
tor  the  Bay  of  Islands.  The  position  of  these 
railway  -  lines  was  this  :  that  they  all  ran 
through  thickly -settled  districts  with  large 
populations.  There  was  a  large  output  both  of 
timber  and  coal,  and  the  expenditure  would 
not  be  a  waste  of  public  money.  He  believed 
that  the  first  duty  of  the  Gk>vemment  in  dealing 
with  schemes  of  this  kind  was  to  see  that  all 
those  railways  that  were  already  constructed 
and  not  completed  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  completed  to  a  payable  point,  so  that  the 
State  might  get  the  best  return  for  the 
money  already  expended.  If  this  was  done,  he 
felt  certain  that  there  would  be  no  very  strong 
objection  to  borrowing  for  the  purpose.  The 
whole  thing  would  depend  upon  the  proposals 
brought  down  by  the  Government,  and  if  these 
proposals  were  limited  to  carrying  the  existing 
lines  to  payable  points,  and  to  complete  them» 
as  far  as  possible,  so  as  to  get  the  best  returns 
from  them,  then,  he  believed,  the  country  would 
have  no  serious  objection  to  borrowing.  But  if 
the  Government  were  to  bring  down  a  wild 
scheme,  embracing  such  proposals  as  were 
shadowed  forth  by  his  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Ashley,  he  was  afraid  the  country 
would  raise  its  voice  and  protest  against  such 
proposals.  Of  course,  he  knew  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  treat  the  matter  seriously — 
in  fact,  he  might  just  as  well  suggest  that  the 
Government  should  bridge  Cook  Strait  as  to 
suggest  that  money  should  be  borrowed  to 
extend  such  a  railway. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— You  do  not  know  the 
country. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  sufficient 
knowledge  to  know  that  there  was  no  prospect 
whatever  of  the  railway  paying.  He  said  the 
time  had  not  come  for  them  to  borrow  money 
to  make  a  railway-line  through  a  country  that 
had  no  population,  and  then  to  borrow  money 
afterwards  to  buy  land  and  place  settlers  on  it 
to  make  trade  for  the  railway.  Of  course,  if 
the  estate  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
referred  could  be  bought  on  very  low  terms, 
and  could  be  settled  as  successfully  as  the 
Oheviot  Estate  had  been  settled,  then  probably 
the  Government  might  be  warranted  in  going 
to  such  an  expenditure;  but  he  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  allow  themselves  to  be 
led  into  any  wild  or  reckless  scheme  of  borrow- 
ing large  sums  to  commence  the  construction 
of  pieces  of  railway  all  over  the  country  where 
they  were  not  required,  or,  at  least,  where 
the  prospects  of  them  paying  were  very  remote 
indeed.  However,  he  had  said  enough  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
to  these  railway-lines  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Province  of  Auckland,  and  to  show  that 
they  had  a  claim  upon  this  colony.  He  hoped 
the  Waitemata  line  would  not  be  neglected 
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•imply  beoftuse  bis  honourable  friend  BIr.  Monk 
happened  to  sit  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Hoase.  He  hoped  that  would  not  influence  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  in  any  way  when 
dealing  with  this  question,  because  they  must 
bear  in  mind  that  Mr.  Monk  represented  a  very 
indup triouB  class  of  people .  Part  of  the  honour- 
able member's  electorate  once  formed  the  elec- 
torate of  Marsden,  and  he  had  a  very  friendly 
feeling  indeed  towards  those  settlers.  Diuing 
the  short  political  connection  he  had  with  them 
he  always  found  them  a  very  excellent  and  indus- 
trious class  of  people,  and  a  class  of  people  who 
deserved  every  attention  from  the  Government, 
and  he  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  if,  because 
ihey  had  returned  an  Opposition  representative 
to  this  House,  their  interests  should  suffer  in 
any  way.  He  believed,  from  what  he  knew  of 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  of  the 
Ministers  generally,  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
would  occur.  He  sincerely  hoped,  when  the 
Government  were  dealing  with  this  question 
of  railways,  that  the  Helensville  Northwards 
Railway  would  receive  due  consideration  ;  and 
he  also  trusted  that  this  small  extension  of 
the  Whangarei  line  to  deep  water  would  be 
attended  to.  It  was  only  a  very  pmall  affair, 
and  it  meant  a  large  increase  of  revenue  to  the 
Government  and  a  large  increase  of  trade  in 
that  district,  and  he  trusted  the  Minister  would 
not  neglect  them.  But  he  had  now  something 
to  complain  of  in  what  his  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Waitemata  did  with  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  when  the  latter  was  in 
Auckland.  The  Minister  had  promised  to  visit 
his  (Mr.  Thompson's)  district,  but  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata  intercepted  him 
at  Auckland,  and  took  him  right  up  the  Kai- 
para  line  into  the  Waitemata  district.  The 
honourable  member  had  collected  crowds  of 
his  constituents  to  interview  the  Minister  for 
Public  WorlcB,  and  kept  the  Minister  so  busily 
employed  that  he  had  not  time  to  visit  the 
electorate  of  Marsden.  Otherwise,  he  believed 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  have 
visited  the  electorate  of  Marsden,  and  then 
he  would  have  had  a  personal  knowledge  of 
these  matters  which  he  was  attempting  to 
bring  under  his  notice  in  this  House.  He 
hoped  that  the  next  time  the  Minister  visited 
the  Province  of  Auckland  he  would  not  allow 
himself  to  be  carried  away  by  the  blandish- 
ments of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
temata, and  that,  instead  of  spending  all  his 
time  in  the  Waitemata  district,  he  would  visit 
Marsden.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  wants 
of  the  district,  and  they  would  be  able  to  show 
him  a  district  they  were  not  ashamed  of.  He 
ventured  to  say,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
once  visited  that  district,  he  would  come  away 
with  the  most  pleasant  recollections  of  it.  He 
hoped,  when  dealing  with  this  question,  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  see  that  justice 
was  done  to  that  part  of  the  colony.  Before  he 
sat  down,  he  wished  to  say  he  hoped  and 
trusted  they  would  never  have  any  more 
symptoms  of  dissension  amongst  the  Auckland 
members  over  this  question  of  the  Main  Trunk 
Mr.  R.  Thompson 


line.  He  was  heartily  dck  of  it,  and,  as  «n 
Auckland  member,  he  was  ashamed  to  have 
to  admit  that  on  every  occasion  that  this 
Central  Railway  question  cropped  up  in  this 
House  speeches  were  made  by  the  Ancklaad 
representatives  which  certainly  tended  to  de- 
feat the  object  they  had  in  view.  He  hoped 
the  Auckland  members  would  bury  all  theee 
petty  differences,  and  work  together  for  the 
good  of  that  province.  He  also  regretted  vazy 
much  that  there  should  have  been  such  re- 
flections made  upon  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mitchelson 
as  had  been  made  that  afternoon.  They  all 
knew  that  gentleman  very  well,  and  he  did 
not  believe  Mr.  Mitchelson  had  been  guilty  of 
what  had  been  charged.  He  thought  it  was 
unfortunate  that  wild  and  reckless  statements 
of  that  kind  should  be  made  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  and  by  an  Auckland  member. 

Mr.  MONK  wished  to  say  a  word  in  explana- 
tion. The  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
thought  he  was  not  treated  fairly  by  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  and  he  considered  that 
he  (Mr.  Monk)  was  the  offender.  He  assured 
Mr.  Speaker  that  the  time  occupied  by  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  for  which 
the  settlers  were  even  profuse  in  their  thanks, 
from  the  time  of  his  leaving  Helensville  to  his 
return  was  not  more  than  four  hours,  and  the 
Minister  gave  them  very  scant  notice  of  the 
visit  he  was  about  to  make.  If  the  Minister 
made  the  trip  suggested  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden  he  would  only  be  doing 
justice  to  the  North,  and  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  mutual  benefit. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  said  they  had 
spent  the  greater  part  of  the  after- 
noon in  discussing  the  making  of  railways  in 
which  they  were  interested.  He  might  say 
they  had  been  invited  to  do  this  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley. 
He  supposed  the  honourable  member  did  not 
expect  that  his  amendment  would  lead  to  so 
much  discussion,  but  it  was  something  in  the 
nature  of  the  letting-out  of  water,  for  the 
amendment  was  such  that  they  might  reason- 
ably expect  that  it  would  be  followed  by  a  rash 
of  talk  on  the  subject  of  railways.  He  thought 
the  afternoon  had  been  well  spent :  the  making 
of  railways  was  a  very  interesting  and  very 
important  subject.  When  one  or  other  of  the 
recent  long  debates  was  going  on  a  gentleman 
remarked  to  him  that  they  were,  at  all  events, 
doing  no  barm.  What  was  running  in  his  mind 
was  that  it  was  much  better  they  should  be 
talking  than  making  laws  that  would  probably 
have  an  injurious  effect.  He  thought  they 
might  apply  that  remark  to  their  present  posi- 
tion :  they  were,  at  all  events,  doing  no  harm  in 
talking  about  railways.  On  the  contrary,  he 
believed  they  were  doing  good.  Some  members 
of  the  House  had  referred  simply  to  railways 
and  public  works  in  which  they  were  specially 
interested.  Others,  again,  had  taken  a  larger 
flight,  and  had  referred  to  railways  in  all  parts 
of  the  colony.  He  would  simply  refer  to  one  or 
two  works  in  which  the  district  he  represented 
was  interested :  There  was  a  place  called  Heriot, 
not  in  his  district,  but  in  the  district  of  the 
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honourable  member  for  Tnapeka.  It  was  on 
the  borders  of  the  district  be  represented.  There 
was  a  movement  in  that  locality  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  line  to  Dunrobin,  about  six  miles 
distant  from  Heriot.  The  line  was  certain  to 
be  extended  in  time  to  Roxburgh,  and  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  fruit-growers 
there.  The  land  through  which  the  proposed 
present  extension  would  pass  was  good  agricul- 
tural land,  and  it  was  as  level  as  a  bowling- 
green,  so  that  this  line  would  not  cost  so  very 
much.  An  expert  had  told  him  that  it  could 
be  made  for  £3,000  a  mile.  They  had  that  after- 
noon heard  one  honourable  member  give  as  a 
reason  for  making  a  certain  railway  that  it 
would  go  through  a  district  with  fine  scenery. 
They  required  something  more  than  scenery  to 
make  a  railway  pay.  They  had  fine  scenery 
in  that  district,  and,  apart  from  that,  the  land 
was  good.  He  believed  this  was  a  line  that 
would  pay  from  the  very  commencement.  That 
was  an  argument  in  its  favour.  There  was 
another  line  of  railway  in  his  district.  It  just 
tapped  the  great  bush  which  extended  from  She 
OluthatotheToitois^a  very  large  district  which 
had  been  recen tly  sett! ed.  The  railway  went  to 
the  edge  of  this  great  forest — to  a  place  called 
Owaka.  There  were  people  who  believed  that 
this  line  should  be  extended,  and,  no  doubt,  it 
would  be  extended  in  the  course  of  time.  It 
would  join  by-and-by  the  railway  that  was 
called  the  Seaward  Bush  Railway,  and  there 
would  then  be  two  ways,  as  it  were,  of  travelling 
between  Invercargill  and  Dunedin.  The  mak- 
ing of  this  line  was  simply  a  question  of  time. 
A  remark  had  been  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton,  with  whom  he  some- 
times disagreed,  but  he  agreed  with  him  when 
he  said  that  in  some  districts  roads  were  very 
much  better  than  railways.  He  thought  that 
this  district  required  throughout  its  entire 
length  a  good  metalled  road.  He  was  not  in 
the  least  complaining  against  the  Minister 
of  Lands.  He  was  aware  that  a  very  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  had  been  spent  on 
roads  in  that  locality ;  but  he  had  travelled 
.  that  road  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  really 
he  could  scarcely  describe  it,  it  was  so  tre- 
mendously bad.  He  did  not  think  that  men 
could  really  live  in  that  locality  unless  they 
had  an  outlet  by  a  metalled  road,  and  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  bringing  this  under  the 
notice  of  the  Minister;  indeed,  the  Minister 
knew  well  enough  all  about  it,  for  the  Minister 
had  himself  been  through  those  parts.  He 
knew  the  wants  of  the  district,  and  would 
doubtless  attend  to  them.  Some  weeks  ago  he 
had  presented  a  petition  regarding  this  very 
road.  The  petition  was  substantially  to  the 
effect  that  the  settlers  were  exceedingly 
anxious  that  the  road  should  be  metalled.  He 
might  say  the  climate  was  a  wet  one,  differing 
in  that  respect  from  some  of  the  wooded 
regions  in  the  North  Island.  Being  a  wet  dis- 
trict a  metalled  road  was  all  the  more  neces- 
sary. He  was  quite  aware  that  works  could  not 
be  carried  on  without  ways  and  means.  It  had 
been  said  in  the  House  that  he  represented  a 
^Listriot  that  was  opposed  to  borrowing.    He 


believed  that  was  pretty  near  the  truth.  He 
thought,  if  the  Olutha  was  polled  they  would 
find  the  majority  of  the  people  would  be  against 
borrowing.  He  had  not  said  that  he  would  be 
against  borrowing  altogether.  His  constituents 
left  him  a  free  hand  in  that  respect,  knowing 
that  he  would  take  a  reasonable  view  of  that 
as  of  other  matters.  Of  course,  if  the  country 
were  to  adopt  a  non-bofrowing  policy,  it  could 
not  reasonably  be  expeoted  that  much  money 
would  be  spent  in  the  making  of  railways. 
He  was  quite  aware  of  that;  but  they  were 
still  borrowing.  They  had  been  borrowing 
for  the  last  twenty-six  years  at  a  consider- 
able rate,  and  they  were  borrowing  still. 
They  proposed  to  borrow  during  the  coming 
recess.  They  were  borrowing  for  railways  and 
roads,  and  they  were  borrowing  for  a  good 
many  other  things  as  well.  As  long  as  that 
policy  was  going  on  he  should  expect  that  the 
district  he  represented  would  be  fairly  treated. 
Although  he  happened  to  be  opposed  to  the 
Government  he  believed  they  would  treat  the 
district  fairly,  for  there  was  no  doubt  that  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  came  out  of  it  in  the 
shape  of  taxation.  He  mentioned  these  matters 
just  to  show  that  if  they  went  on  borrowing, 
these  and  other  works  in  which  his  district  was 
interested  should  receive  consideration  and 
attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  wished  to  say  something 
with  regard  to  the  motion  before  the  House; 
but  first  of  all  he  would  like  to  refer  to  a  re- 
mark made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Parnell  respecting  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mitohelson. 
The  honourable  member  stated  that  Mr.  Mit- 
ohelson was  an  absolute  traitor  to  Auckland. 
Now,  there  were  a  number  of  members  in  the 
House  who  were  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Mitohelson,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  none  of 
them  would  charge  that  gentleman  with  being 
a  traitor.  He  thought  he  spoke  correctly  when 
he  said  that  no  gentleman  who  ever  held  a  seat 
in  that  House  was  more  respected  than  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mitohelson— not  only  in  that  House, 
but  in  every  place  where  he  was  known.  Mr. 
Mitohelson  was  a  native  of  Auckland,  and 
he  (Mr.  Bollard)  was  quite  certain  that  no- 
body who  knew  Mr.  Mitohelson  would  accuse 
him  of  acting  the  part  of  a  traitor.  He 
was  sorry  the  honourable  member  for  Par- 
nell was  not  in  his  place,  but  he  (Mr. 
Bollard)  could  not  help  that,  and  he  said, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  honour- 
able member  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself 
for  making  use  of  such  language  as  he  had 
made  there  that  afternoon  with  regard  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mitohelson,  and,  if  the  honourable 
member  were  to  use  such  language  as  that 
in  the  City  of  Auckland  he  would  be  hooted 
from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other.  If 
the  honourable  member  had  any  manliness 
left  he  ought  to  withdraw  the  accusation. 
Now,  they  had  heard  a  great  deal  about  rail- 
ways that  afternoon,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  many  of  the  railways  mentioned  would 
be  reproductive  if  they  were  extended;  but 
there  was  no  denying  the  fact  that  if  they 
were     to    extend    these    railways    it    would 
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mean  more  borrowing.  He  had  no  doubt  at 
all  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
would  be  prepared  to  borrow  two  or  three 
millions  more  to  make  some  of  these  railways 
if  the  Opposition  were  prepared  to  assist  them. 
In  his  opmion,  the  most  important  railway  was 
the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  and  he 
hoped  the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  they 
would  be  able  to  travel  by  rail  from  the  Bay  of 
Islands  in  the  North  to  the  Blufi  in  the  South, 
except,  of  course,  the  |>assage  of  Oook  Strait. 
Now,  when  they  took  into  consideration  that 
during  the  present  Administration  there  had 
been  added  to  the  debt  six  millions,  and  that 
£750,000  of  the  loan  for  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway,  left  in  the  chest  by  the  Atkinson  Ad- 
ministration, had  been  expended  also,  and  if 
they  looked  round  and  saw  what  permanent 
works  had  been  carried  out  during  that  time, 
he  desired  to  say  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
assist  those  honourable  gentlemen  in  any  more 
borrowing.  He  was  satisfied  that  they  were 
not  worthy  of  being  intrusted  with  money. 
They  had  only  got  to  look  at  the  estimates, 
and  compare  them  with  the  estimates  in  1890, 
to  see  the  large,  extravagant  expenditure  that 
had  been  made  under  their  administration.  In 
justice  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  he  would  say 
that  that  honourable  gentleman  had  done  a 
great  deal  in  the  way  of  reading  the  country. 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
done  more  to  advance  the  country  than  any 
other  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
benches.  But  he  would  like  to  draw  the 
honourable  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  good  deal  more  could  be  done  In  the 
way  of  fikssisting  the  settlers  to  make  roads  to 
the  different  ports  on  the  coast-line.  They 
had  excellent  water-ways  in  New  Zealand; 
but  the  difficulty  with  the  settlers  was  to  get 
their  goods  to  the  coast,  and  thence  to  a 
market :  but  if  they  were  assisted  by  the  con- 
struction of  roads  to  the  different  ports  it 
would  go  a  long  way  towards  minimising 
the  difficulty  which  they  now  experienced 
in  getting  their  produce  to  a  market;  and 
he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  do 
all  that  he  could  in  assisting  settlers  in  that 
direction.  He  was  not  prepared  to  assist  the 
present  Government  to  borrow,  because  they 
had  broken  faith  with  the  settlers  from  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  in  not  expend- 
ing grants  that  were  set  aside  for  particular 
works.  They  had  been  told  that  day  that  the 
sum  of  £16,000  had  been  voted  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Kaipara  Railway,  and  yet  not  one 
shilling  of  that  had  been  expended.  Now, 
where  had  that  money  gone  ?  That  was  only 
one  of  a  number  of  such  instances  that  he 
could  enumerate,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  de- 
tain the  House.  He  thought,  in  all  fairness, 
that  the  money  which  was  voted  by  the 
House  for  a  particular  purpose  should  be 
expended  on  that  work,  and  not  diverted  into 
any  other  channel.  For  instance,  they  were  told 
some  years  ago  that  the  money  borrowed  for  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  was  ear- marked, 
but  a  large  portion  of  that  money  had  been 
spent  in  the  purchase  of  Native  lands  and  in 
Mr,  Bollard 


other  ways,  and  as  these  lands  were  sold  the 
money  went  into  the  general  revenue  instead 
of  being  credited  back  to  the  loan  and  used  in 
the  extension  of  the  line.  He  would  not  detain 
the  House  any  longer,  but  would  simply  exnress 
the  opinion  that  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
assist  the  Qovemment  to  borrow  more  money, 
because  by  doing  so  they  would  be  playing 
into  their  hands.  He  had  no  doubt  the 
Government  would  say,  '*  If  you  give  us  the 
money  we  are  prepared  to  make  all  the  railways 
you  ask  for  " ;  but  he  was  not  willing  to  assist 
them  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  WASON  assured  honourable  members 
opposite  that  he  did  not  rise  on  that  oooaaion 
with  the  slightest  idea  of  in  any  way  whatever 
obstructing  the  business  of  the  country,  which, 
he  thought,  had  really  been  more  than  suffi- 
ciently done  by  honourable  members  on  the 
opposite  side,  who  had  devoted  the  whole 
afternoon  to  preventing  them  going  on  with 
the  estimates.  But,  while  so  much  had  been 
said  about  a  matter  in  which  they  were  so 
nruch  interested — that  of  the  extension  of  the 
railways — a  member  representing  a  oountiy 
district  was  hardly  justified  in  giving  a  silent 
vote  upon  what  was,  he  wished  to  point  out  to 
honourable  members,  a  momentous  occasion, 
because  it  really  meant  putting  the  Govern- 
ment out  of  office.  He  supposed  it  was  the  first 
time  on  record  that  a  motion  preventing  the 
going  into  Supply  had  not  been  made  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence,  and  the  Government 
were  not  whipping  up  their  followers  to  vote 
against  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
was  certainly  well  off  in  that  respect,  for  as  far 
as  they  knew  the  Government  were  allowing 
the  vote  to  be  taken  on  this  question  on  its 
merits.  In  regard  to  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley,  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  nearly  all  the  speakers  that  had  fol- 
lowed him,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  Robui 
Stout,  had  dwelt  upon  the  advantages  and  the 
disadvantages  of  that  railway,  and  he  would  like 
even  at  this  late  hour  to  bring  members  back 
to  another  view  of  that  railway  which  had  been 
very  forcibly  put  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout),  and  which 
he  was  sure,  after  the  remarks  made  by  that 
honourable  member,  he  (Mr.  Wason)  need  not 
enlarge  upon.  He  opposed  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley  with  the  greatest 
reluctance,  as  on  any  occasion  he  rose  to  oppose 
the  motion  of  any  Canterbury  member,  be- 
cause if  this  were  an  Auckland  question  the 
Auckland  members  would  be  almost  sure  to  be 
unanimous  upon  it ;  where  it  was  an  Otago 
Central  vote  the  Otago  members  were  unsni- 
mous;  but  directly  a  Canterbury  question  arose 
the  members  from  that  province  were  anything 
but  unanimous.  On  this  occasion,  therefore, 
he  was  very  soriy  to  differ  from  his  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Ashley.  That  honour- 
able gentleman  had  used  a  double-barrelled 
argument.  His  argument  was  that  the  rail  war 
should  be  constructed  partly  for  reasons  which 
appeared  to  be  in  the  direction  of  promoting 
his  personal  comfort — namely,  that  it  would  be 
more  comfortable  to  get  into  a  train  and  tiavel 
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foe  eighteen,  twenty,  or  thirty  hoars  at  a  very 
slow  jog-trot  pace  than  to  get  into  a  steamboat 
and  maJce  all  the  ioamey  from  Lyttelton  by  sea. 
He  realised  that  his  honourable  friend  was  not 
only  talking  of  the  comfort  of  the  people  who 
had  oooasioQ  to  travel,  but  of  the  furtherance 
of  oommeroe  and  the  improvement  of  the 
means  of  oonmianioation,  and  he  entirely  dis- 
sented, therefore,  from  the  view  put  forward 
by  the  honourable  member  in  this  connection. 
He  hoped  the  Qovernment  would  by  prefer- 
ence adopt  the  view  so  clearly  stated  oy  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Sir 
R.  Stout),  and  which  he  (Mr.  Wason)  had 
already  done  his  best  to  impress  upon  them — 
namely,  that  they  wanted  an  ezcelteDt  steam- 
seryice  between  Lyttelton  and  Wellington, 
getting  into  a  speedy  and  comfortable  boat  at 
Lyttelton  on  the  arrival  of  the  express,  and 
airiving  here  early  in  the  morning.  Such  a 
service  would  be  a  far  greater  improvement 
of  the  means  of  communication  between  the 
two  Islands  than  the  continuation  of  this 
south-east  coast  railway  could  possibly  be.  He 
wished  to  assure  the  House  that  that  east 
ooast  railway  even  now  tapped  a  great  deal  of 
the  country  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  ailudea  to.  It  tapped  some  of  those  large 
estates  which  the  l)onourable  gentleman  said 
should  be  secured  by  the  Government  and  out 
up  for  settlement — as,  for  iustance,  Gulverden, 
St.  Leonard's,  Achray,  and  Balmoral— and 
these  estates  were  just  now  as  well  served  by 
the  railway  as  they  possibly  could  be.  Another 
argument  which  had  been  used  by  the  honour- 
able member,  and  which  might  possibly  mis- 
lead honourable  gentlemen,  was  with  reference 
to  the  Cheviot.  The  Canterbury  people  ad- 
mitted that  the  Cheviot  Settlement  had  been, 
from  many  points  of  view,  an  unqualified  suc- 
cess ;  and  he  would  point  out  that  in  no  way 
whatever  would  the  east  coast  railway  tap  the 
Cheviot.  The  railway  as  proposed  to  be  made 
had  already  gone'  far  beyond  the  place  where 
it  would  touch  the  Cheviot  at  all.  If  they 
wanted  to  touch  the  Cheviot  they  must  start 
a  great  many  miles  further  south.  An  east 
coast  liue  through  the  Waiau  and  through  the 
Hawkeswood  would  not  go  within  many  miles 
of  Cheviot,  or  touch  it,  except  at  very  great 
expense.  The  settlers  on  the  Cheviot  already 
could  deliver  their  grain  at  a  cheaper  rate  in 
Christchurch  than  grain  was  delivered  there 
by  rail  from  many  places  on  the  Canterbury 
Plains.  The  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
would  admit  it  did  not  cost  the  Cheviot  settlers 
as  much  to  deliver  their  grain  at  Christchurch 
as  it  cost  many  of  the  settlers  on  the  Canter- 
bury Plains  who  were  served  by  the  trains. 
Beference  had  been  made  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  debate  was  being  prolonged  by 
honourable  members  who  were  advocating  new 
rail  way- works.  It  reminded  one  of  the  horse- 
leech who  had  two  daughters  continually  cry- 
ing, "  Qive,  give  "  —  three  things  that  are 
never  satisfied,  yea,  four  things — say  not,  '*  It  is 
enough."  He  was  sure  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  and  the  Minister  of  Lands  would  agree 
that  on  this  occasion  the  House  was  very  much 
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like  the  daughters  of  the  horse-leech,  and  that 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  them  to  satisfy  all 
the  demands  made  upon  them  for  the  purchase 
of  lands  and  the  extension  of  railways.  The 
honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  benches 
must  see  that  it  would  take  an  enormous  sum 
of  money  to  meet  all  these  wants.  It  would 
not  do  to  ask  for  leave  to  borrow  merely  two 
or  three  millions  of  money  for  the  purpose; 
nothing  short  of  ten  millions  would  satisfy 
honourable  members.  As  the  honourable 
member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  pointed 
out,  once  they  started  borrowing  they  might  be 
perfectly  sure  every  member  would  be  deter- 
mined to  secure  for  his  particular  district  a  fair 
share  of  what  was  going.  There  would  not  be 
a  representative  of  any  district  who  would 
not  want  a  branch  constructed  through  un- 
settled lands,  while  many  of  the  settlers  of  the 
country  had  not  even  got  adequate  road  com- 
munication. The  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  was  a  most  severe  and 
possibly  unjustified  attack  on  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  That  honourable  gentleman  accused 
the  Minister  of  Lands  of  putting  settlers  on 
the  land  in  some  parts  of  his  district,  and  put- 
ting them  there,  so  to  speak,  to  starve,  through 
not  giving  them  proper  means  of  communica- 
tion. He  was  sure  the  Minister  of  Lands  would 
be  perfectly  able  to  meet  this  attack,  and  show 
it  was  not  justified.  Certainly  it  would  not  be 
justifiable  to  impute  to  him  any  such  thing  in 
so  far  as  the  South  was  concerned.  If  things 
were  as  the  honourable  member  had  stated,  he 
trusted  the  honourable  gentleman  would  put 
these  settlers  in  such  a  position  that  they  would 
be  able  to  live  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  But 
this  was  utterly  impossible  unless  the  means 
were  provided.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped  before 
the  House  indorsed  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashley,  who  was  a  supporter 
of  the  Government,  that  honourable  members 
generally  would  see  they  were  thereby  simply 
entering  on  an  enormous  borrowing  policy. 
Although  this  particular  line  would  cost,  com- 
paratively speaking,  but  a  small  sum,  yet  they 
would  not  be  doing  justice  to  their  constituents, 
to  their  provincial  districts,  and  to  the  colony 
as  a  whole  unless,  in  sanctioning  this  par- 
ticular line,  they  did  at  the  same  time  sanction 
many  others  which  would  be  part  and  parcel 
of  a  huge  borrowing  scheme.  He  was  cer- 
tain honourable  members  from  the  southern 
part  of  the  colony  —  at  any  rate,  the  Can- 
terbury members — were  absolutely  opposed  to 
any  further  borrowing.  They  saw  that  taxa- 
tion was  now  pressing  as  heavily  as  possible 
upon  the  people.  If  any  further  taxation 
were  to  be  imposed  land  would  go  out  of 
cultivation,  and  the  position  of  the  small 
farmer  and  of  the  workman,  who  had  got  to 
earn  his  daily  bread  by  his  daily  toil,  would  not 
in  any  sense  be  improved.  Many  honourable 
gentlemen  who  had  been  in  the  colony  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years  knew  that  bor- 
rowing in  the  past  had  not  been  sanctioned  as 
a  rule  by  the  working- classes  of  the  communlly, 
but  had  invariably  been  instigated,  and  sanc- 
tioned, and  promoted  by  the  large  landowners 
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and  speculaton,  who  hoped  to  be  able  to  make 
large  profits  by  the  sale  of  land  at  an  enhanced 
price  in  the  districts  through  which  the  rail- 
ways built  with  the  borrowed  money  would  be 
constructed.  These  were  the  people  who  had 
done  their  best  in  every  shape  and  form  to  land 
the  colony  in  borrowing  and  squandering  ex- 
pense. It  was  the  speculative  class  who  wanted 
railways  made  through  their  lands,  in  order 
thai  they  might  be  able  to  sell  them  at  a  con- 
siderable profit.  If  the  honourable  member 
had  plainly  said,  **  Let  the  Minister  of  Lands 
devote  a  million,  or  half  a  million,  to  buying 
up  estates  which  were  not  now  profitable  to 
the  colony  locked  up  as  they  were,  and  cut 
them  up  for  settlement,"  one  could  have  under- 
stood his  argument;  but  this  other  proposal 
simplv  meant  the  putting  of  so  much  money 
into  the  pockets  of  those  gentlemen,  who  would 
be  able  to  sell  out  at  the  increased  price  accru- 
ing from  the  rail  way- works.  If  they  were 
going  to  have  this  railway,  then  the  Minister 
of  Lands  ought  to  set  about  purchasing  the 
estates  which  the  line  was  to  pass  through,  so 
that  the  land  might  be  settled  upon  and  some 
chance  given  of  the  line  becoming  a  paying 
one.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not  agree  to 
this  huge  borrowing  proposal  that  had  been 
initiated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
ley, considering  that  there  were  many  other 
railways  which  were  really  of  much  more  im- 
portance than  the  one  suggested.  He  was 
very  sorry  that  the  claims  of  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  had  not  been  advocated  to  the  extent  they 
should  have  been.  That  was  a  railway  for 
which  the  colony  was  pledged  up  to  the  very 
hilt,  and,  notwithstanding  the  amount  of 
money  to  which  the  colony  had  been  already 
committed,  they  had  not  had  one  single  ex- 
pression of  opinion  advocating  that  railway  to 
the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Government. 
He  contended  that  railway  was  one  which  they 
ought  to  construct.  It  was  a  line  which  would 
do  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the  colony,  and 
it  was  far  better  that  money  should  be  spent 
on  its  completion  than  on  the  railway  ad- 
vocated by  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  Auckland  Railway,  he 
did  not  see  much  necessity  for  pressing  that 
line  forward.  In  his  opinion,  all  purposes 
would  be  served  by  putting  on  fast  steamers 
which  would  convey  people  between  Welling- 
ton and  Auckland  in  twenty-four  hours  or  less. 
They  ought  to  accustom  their  young  men  to 
take  to  the  sea  as  the  natural  highway.  He 
hoped  honourable  members  would  recognise 
the  fact  that  railways  in  this  country  had 
not  been  constructed  in  the  manner  they 
ought  to  have  been.  The  railway  from  Bun- 
edin  to  Ghristchurch,  for  example.  Instead  of* 
being  constructed  on  its  present  route,  ought 
to  have  been  taken  inland  from  the  port,  so 
that  it  would  not  have  competed  with  the 
seaboard  traffic,  and  would  have  enabled 
the  settlers  inland  to  get  their  produce  to 
market  more  easily.  He  was  bound  to  men- 
tion, in  connection  with  this  matter  of  rail- 
ways, that  there  was  one  matter  in  which 
his  constituents  were  very  considerably  in- 
Mr,  Wason 


terested.  They  had  a  railway  in  view  in  re- 
spect to  which  he  had  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works ;  but,  when  the  question  of 
borrowing  millions  and  millions  came  up  he 
should  do  his  best  to  lay  it  before  him.  He 
referred  to  the  extension  of  the  railway  from 
Methyen  across  the  Ashburton  to  Springbum. 
It  would  tap  a  large  area  of  valuable  land,  and 
would  bring  the  settlers  within  very  dose  aooees 
to  large  deposits  of  coal,  timber,  and  lime.  It 
would  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  settlers  in 
that  part  of  the  country  to  have  access  to  its 
natural  products  by  having  a  railway  which 
would  bring  these  natural  products  to  their 
doors  almost,  after  a  run  of  some  eight  or  ten 
miles,  and  obviate  the  necessity  of  having  to 
take  them  round  by  train  a  distance  of  fifty 
or  sixty  miles.  The  question  of  light  rail- 
ways had  been  introduced,  and  a  suggeetian 
had  been  made  that  several  millions  should 
be  borrowed  to  construct  these  lines.  He 
believed  that  most  of  the  settlers  in  his  elec- 
torate were  opposed  to  borrowing ;  still  he  felt 
satisfied  that  if  there  was  going  to  be  borrow- 
ing they  would  demand  that  their  claims 
should  be  considered,  and  that  they  should 
have  communication  by  means  of  light  railways 
from  Bakaia  to  Doric,  by  wluch  a  very  consider- 
able area  of  country  would  be  served,  besides 
making  life  very  much  easier  to  the  settlen  and 
materially  enhancing  their  returns.  Then,  again, 
there  was  the  line  from  Greendale  down  to  the 
main  line.  The  people  there,  some  of  the  earliest 
settlers  in  Canterbury,  were  now  no  better  ofi  for 
communication  than  they  were  six-and>twenty 
years  ago.  The  farmers  in  that  district  were 
struggling  along,  and  had  to  carry  their  produce 
a  very  long  way  to  market.  Al  though  they  would 
like  to  have  railway  communication,  stiU  he  be- 
lieved they  would  not  sanction  a  large  borrow- 
ing policy.  If,  however,  a  borrowing  policy  wen 
determined  on,  they  would  think  that  their 
representative  in  that  House  was  not  doing  hii 
duty  if  he  did  not  raise  his  voice  in  getting  for 
them  that  communication  to  which  they  were 
fairly  entitled — that  was  to  say,  if  the  scheme 
received  the  sanction  of  the  House.  He  felt 
quite  certain  that  the  views  he  had  expressed 
were  the  views  of  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  people  in  his  district ;  and,  although 
they  were  opposed  to  increasing  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  colony,  still,  if  a  borrowing  scheme 
were  sanctioned  by  the  House,  they  would 
think  their  representative  was  not  doing  his 
duty  if  he  did  not  obtain  for  them  a  fair  share 
of  loan  expenditure. 

Mr.  PIBANI  did  not  think  that  daring  the 
last  four  years  the  House  had  ever  had  such  an 
experience  as  it  had  had  that  afternoon — a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Qovernment,  in  fact,  he  might 
say  four  strong  supporters  of  the  Government, 
getting  up  at  the  same  time  endeavouring  to 
block  the  business  of  the  country.  The  only 
member  who  succeeded  in  that  endeavour— 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashley — certainly 
deserved  the  praise  of  the  oountrv  for  the 
motives  which  must  have  actuated  him  in 
endeavouring  to  get  the  railway  from  Bleo- 
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;heim  southwards  completed.  There  wfts  one 
thing,  however,  that  he  had  not  pointed  out,— 
he  thought  he  must  have  meant  to,  but  owing 
'to  pressure  of  time  was  not  able  to  give  atten- 
tion to  it, — that  was  in  connection  with  that 
railway,  which,  owing  to  its  importance,  he 
thought  deserved  attention — namely,  that  if 
this  line  were  constructed  it  would  save  the 
<!ountry  from  paying  the  heavy  expenses  of 
members  returning  home  on  the  eve  of  a  gene- 
ral election.  That  was  one  of  the  most  praise- 
worthy reasons  that  could  actuate  the  honour- 
able member  in  moving  in  this  direction,  and 
undoubtedly  it  would  do  a  very  great  deal  in 
getting  the  Government  to  forgive  the  grievous 
wrong  he  had  done  them  in  postponing  the 
•consideration  of  the  estimates.  He  had  heard 
that  day  that  the  Opposition  had  no  intention 
of  moving  any  amendment  on  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  because,  while  they  were 
anxious  to  have  a  proper,  fair,  and  full  discus- 
sion on  the  estimates,  they  had  no  intention 
at  all  of  endeavouring  to  use  the  forms 
of  the  House  in  order  to  block  business,  or 
to  air  grievances  that  might  very  well  be 
aired  at  other  times.  But,  when  they  were 
given  a  lead  by  an  honourable  member — a 
much  respected  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment— it  followed  as  a  matter  of  course  thoy 
were  obeying  the  behests  of  the  Government 
•in  taking  the  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
many  grievances  on  this  railway  question. 
But  he  knew  more  than  the  Opposition — in 
fact,  he  had  good  cause  for  knowing  that  the 
Oovemment  were  going  to  put  up  some  of  their 
members  to  move  an  amendment  on  the 
motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
-for  a  very  peculiar  reason.  He  picked  up  in 
the  course  of  his  perambulations  that  day  a 
memorandum  which  had  no  signature,  and 
•nothing  to  trace  where  it  came  from  excepting 
that  to  a  very  great  extent  it  resembled  the 
writing  of  the  senior  Government  Whip.  For 
the  information  of  the  House,  and  to  enable 
the  honourable  member  to  prove  whether 
it  was  his  property,  he  would  read  what 
was  stated  in  this  memorandum  to  the 
House.  He  felt  sure  that  if  it  did  not  reveal 
^e  author,  whose  property  it  was,  it  would, 
at  any  rate,  give  the  House  some  little  insight 
•into  the  present  methods  of  party  warfare.  It 
^as  headed,  "On  going  into  Committee  of 
Supplv  "  ;  and  then  there  was  another  head- 
ing that  he  could  hardly  understand.  It 
was,  **  To  the  sit-tighters  "—he  presumed  that 
meant  those  gentlemen — it  was  addressed  to 
the  House — who  "  sat  tight "  behind  the  Go* 
-vemment  when  they  were  told.  Then,  there 
'was  a  list  given  of  members,  and  some 
peculiar  statements  opposite  their  names. 
JB^or  instance,  it  started,  "  The  honourable 
member  for  Nelson,  Mr.  Graham:  Amend- 
ment against  the  imposition  of  a  fruit  duty  " ; 
lie  presumed  that  that  meant  that,  owing  to 
the  little  discussion  that  took  place  between 
himself  and  the  honourable  member  the 
other  day,  he  had  recanted  in  connection 
with  his  idea  that  a  fruit  duty  ought  to  be  im- 
posed, and  that  he  was  going  to  ta]ke  advantage 


of  this  opportunity  to  move  an  amendment,  on 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply,  against  the 
imposition  of  the  fruit  duty.  Then,  the  next 
name  that  surprised  him  very  much  was  that 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru,  "  Mr. 
Duncan :  To  move  an  amendment  condemning 
the  land-administration  of  the  Government." 
Well,  when  he  read  that  he  was  horrified, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  what  followed  he 
should  certainly  have  thought  that  this  was  a 
bogus  document.  The  next  item  on  the  paper 
was,  '*  The  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Suburbs  to  move  an  amendment  condemning 
the  Government  for  having  shares  in  a  Govern- 
ment newspaper."  Now,  when  he  read  that  and 
remembered  the  advertisement  of  "  Junius  " 
in  the  New  Zealand  Times  some  two  years  ago, 
and  when  he  thought  of  the  letter  that  ap- 
peared in  that  paper  in  connection  with  that 
advertisement,  it  struck  him  that  there  was 
very  serious  import  indeed  in  the  meaning  of 
this  notice.  The  next  member  on  the  paper 
was  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley — that 
was  what  guided  him  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
present  amendment.  Opposite  his  name  was 
"  To  move  an  amendment  in  favour  of  higher 
education,  or  in  favour  of  Bible-reading  in 
schools."  That  convinced  him  that  if  the 
senior  Government  Whip  was  not  the  author 
of  this  paper,  4hen  somebody  who  knew  his 
methods  particularly  well  must  have  been 
trying  to  imitate  what  he  himself  would  have 
done.    But  what  followed 

Mr.  MILLS.— Somebody  at  the  key-hole  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI  was  glad  the  Government  Whip 
admitted  that  "somebody  at  the  key-hole" 
must  have  taken  down  what  was  going  on,  and 
therefore  it  proved  to  the  House  that  this  docu- 
ment was  to  a  very  great  extent  authentic. 
Then  followed,  to  his  surprise,  the  leader  of  the 
"  comer  party,"  the  member  for  Caversham. 

Mr.  MILLS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  was  now 
saying  that  he  was  reading  a  document  which 
was  authentic — which  he  said  was  in  his  (Mr. 
Mills's)  writing 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  the  honourable  member 
intimated  so,  or,  rather,  the  innuendo  was  so 
close  as  to  convey  that  impression .  He  thought 
it  was  wrong  for  such  a  statement  to  go  un- 
challenged, and  be  embalmed  in  Hansard^ 
because  he  had  never  written  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston  was  reading. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  did  not  think  it  fair  for  an 
honourable  member,  in  addressing  the  House, 
to  read  from  a  piece  of  paper  and  to  insinuate 
that  he  had  picked  up  the  document  in  a  mem- 
ber's handwriting.  He  did  not  rule  it  to  be  ab- 
solutely a  breach  of  order,  but  it  was  not  a 
course  that  the  House  would  desire  to  be 
pursued — to  insinuate  that  certain  documents 
had  been  picked  up  in  the  handwriting  of  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  that  they  should  be 
made  use  of  in  debate. 

Mr.  PIRANI  thought  he  would  be  permitted 
to  say  that  when  he  commenced  the  reading  of 
this  document  he  had  said  that  it  appeared  to 
be  so  much  like  the  writing 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  the  insinua- 
tion he  condemned. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  was  going  to  say  that 
probably  he  would  be  able  to  show  by  the 
contents  of  the  paper  whether  it  was  the 
honourable  gentleman's  handwriting  or  not. 
Then  the  honourable  gentleman  interrupted 
him  by  saying  that  he  must  have  heard  this 
at  the  key-hole 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  not  at  all  a 
complimentary  remark  to  have  been  made  by 
a  member  of  the  House.  He  wished  his  atten- 
tion had  been  drawn  to  it,  because  it  was  an 
insinuation  that  the  honourable  member  was 
spying. 

Mr.  PIRANI  did  not  want  for  a  minute  to 
comment  on  what  Mr.  Speaker  had  said,  but 
he  would  jast  make  this  remark  about  it :  that 
while  he  was  always  ready  to  hit  hard,  he  did 
not  mind  how  hard  honourable  members  hit 
him.  That  was  the  reason  why  he  never  drew 
attention  to  any  insults  that  were  heaped 
against  him,  as  was  frequently  the  case  in  the 
House.  Members  who  heaped  on  these  insults 
ought  to  be  just  as  ready  to  take  in  good  part 
what  he  said  about  them,  strong  as  it  was,  as 
long  as  it  was  fair,  as  he  was  to  take  their  re- 
flections. The  amendment  opposite  the  name 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham  was  : 
"  To  move  that  the  Government  sDould  not  pro- 
ceed any  further  with  the  Eight  Hours  Bill," 
and  also,  *'  That  the  House  has  no  confidence 
in  a  Government  which  allows  honourable 
members  to  get  billets  for  their  friends  or 
supporters."  The  next  honourable  member 
on  the  list  was  the  honourable  member  for 
Waikouaiti,  "  To  move  that  the  House  has  no 
confidence  in  the  Government,  because  they 
did  not  support  him  in  wanting  to  spend  the 
money  of  tne  Otago  Harbour  Board  at  Port 
Ohalmers  Heads.'*  Then,  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  City,  Mr.  Holland,  was 
put  down  to  move  the  condemnation  of^the 
Government  for  using  their  influence  to  pre- 
vent honourable  members  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  a  debate.  Then  there  was  the  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden,  whose  amendment 
was  a  reflection  on  the  Government  for  neglect 
of  the  roadless  North,  and  also  for  the  large 
amount  of  assistance  given  to  the  Whangarei 
High  School.  Then  there  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka,  who  proposed  to  abolish 
travelling  -  expenses  to  members  of  Harbour 
Boards.  Then  there  was  the  honourable 
gentleman,  Mr.  Mills,  who  interrupted  him 
just  now,  and  he  hoped  that  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  know  the  contents,  because  it 
might  appear  as  if  he  wanted  to  suppress  the 
reference  to  himself.  Opposite  his  name  was 
a  condemnation  of  the  Government  for  not 
revealing  to  the  House  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  to  compose  the  Police 
Commission.  Then,  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  was  about 
the  rascally  administration  of  the  Lands  De- 
partment. He  presumed  that  was  some  refer- 
ence to  a  speech  that  honourable  gentleman 
made  during  one  of  his  election  campaigns, 
when  he  referred  to  "  the  rascally  administra- 


tion "  of  the  Lands  Department,  although  ex- 
cepting the  Minister  from  that  condeomation. 
Then,  the  name  of  the  last  ordinary  member 
on  the  list  was  that  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  who  was  to  propose  an  amendment 
accusing  the  Gk)vemment  of  allowing  their  sup- 
porters a  too  free  hand  on  party  questions. 
But  following  all  this  list  of  names  were  the 
names  of  flve  honourable  members — ^namely, 
the  honourable  member  for  InveFcaigill,  two 
honourable  members  for  Christchurch  City, 
the  honourable  member  for  EUesmere,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston— and 
opposite  them  is  simply  the  memorandum, 
**  Too  straight.'*  Then  followed,  under  the 
heading  "  In  reserve  " :  "  The  Commissioner 
of  Stamps  to  move  asking  for  more  portfolios  as 
he  had  not  enough  work  to  do."  "  The  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  to  move  for  the  introduction  of  a 
Bill  limiting  the  opportunities  for  divorce  when 
a  husband  and  wife  quarrel — in  a  political 
sense" — and  also  another  amendment  asking 
'*for  the  annual  appointment  of  all  judicial 
officers  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands."  The  document  concluded  with  an 
amendment  in  the  name  of  the  Minister  for 
Railways,  urging  the  Government  to  give  a  trial 
to  the  Vaile  system  on  their  railways.  Now 
that  he  had  flnished  the  document,  the  Gk>vera- 
ment  Whip  would  be  able  to  tell  the  House 
whether  it  was  written  only  by  somebody  who 
**  listened  at  a  key-hole,"  or  by  some  one  who 
had  a  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on.  But  with 
regard  to  the  amendment,  there  was  one  matter 
the  member  for  Wairau  did  not  refer  to,  and 
that  was  the  little  game  worked  on  the  estimates 
last  year,  in  view  of  the  general  election,  to 
put  what  he  might  call  a  bogus  vote  on — a  vote 
for  a  bridge  over  the  Awatere.  He  used  the 
word  '*  bogus  "  advisedly,  because  on  the  Lands 
estimates  would  be  found  the  item  £2,500  for 
that  bridge,  and  on  the  public -works  esti- 
mates another  £2,500  for  it:  and  yet  they 
were  told  by  competent  authorities  that  it 
would  cost  £19,000  to  build  a  bridge  over  the 
river  in  the  place  where  it  was  considered  it 
should  go.  It  was  therefore  all  nonsense  to 
say  that  there  was  any  intention  of  con- 
structing that  bridge  out  of  a  vote  of  £5,000, 
or  if  there  was  any  such  intention,  then  the 
vote  was  put  on  the  estimates  with  the  inten- 
tion of  deceiving  the  House  into  thinking 
that  was  all  the  amount  that  could  be  spent  on 
the  work.  Another  strong  argument  against  the 
bridge  being  constructed,  or  the  railway  com- 
pleted, was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
perties which  would  benefit  most  largely  by  the 
works  were  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals, 
who  had  been  waiting  for  years  for  an  opportunity 
of  having  their  land- values  increased  by  public- 
works  expenditure.  And  it  was  all  the  more 
extraordinary  that  this  vote  should  be  on  the 
estimates  —  if  it  was  seriously  intended — be- 
cause there  was  no  party  that  had  so  much 
decried  the  system  of  raising  the  value  of  the 
estates  of  large  land-holders  at  the  public  ex- 
pense than  the  party  at  present  in  power. 
Yet  here  some  of  the  largest  land-monopolists 
in  the  colony  were  going  to  be  benefited  at  the 
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.public  expense  to  secure  the  election  of  a 
'Government  supporter  in  that  district.  Any 
one  who  knew  the  locality,  and  the  present 
necessity  for  railway  communication  in  the 
colony,  must  admit  that  this  was  a  work  that 
would  never  be  sanctioned  by  any  one  who 
studied  the  Interests  of  the  public  as  against 
those  of  the  individual,  unless  the  large  estates 
referred  to  were  first  acquired  by  the  State, 
and  that  it  must  on  the  face  of  it  bear  the 
imputation  he  had  made  against  its  genuine- 
Q  OQ  ness.  He  trusted  that  as  the  sub- 
'  *  ject  had  now  been  fully  discussed, 
and  as  the  work  of  Parliament  was  being 
-delayed  through,  he  must  admit,  the  action 
•of  the  Government  party,  the  House  would 
see  the  advisabtUty  of  going  on  with  the 
'estimates — up  to  a  certain  point,  and  he  was 
going  to  elucidate  that  point.  Honourable 
members  knew  that  one  of  the  strongest  critics 
-of  the  administration  of  the  police  was  the 
honourable  member  for  Ohristchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor).  It  happened,  peculiarly  enough,  that 
Government  had  no  intention  of  bringing  on 
the  estimates  until  they  found  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  away  from  Wellington,  and 
probably  would  not  return  in  time  to  deal  with 
that  portion  of  the  estimates  regarding  the 
police.  That  was  taking  an  unfair  advantage. 
He  quite  admitted  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  City  should  be  present ;  but  he 
believed  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have 
been  present  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  return  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  on  the  5th  November 
by  the  Premier.  They  must  remember  that  a 
week  previous  to  that  date  the  Minister  of 
Lands  had  declared  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchurch  Gity  (Mr.  Taylor),  with 
four  other  members  of  the  House,  no  longer 
belonged  to  the  (Government  party,  and  espe- 
cially that  the  honourable  member  for  EUes- 
mere  was  a  Tory  of  the  Tories,  but,  a  week  after 
that,  the  Premier  laid  a  return  on  the  table  of 
the  House  showing  the  Government  supporters 
and  the  Opposition  supporters,  and  he  had  ac- 
tually included  in  the  list  of  the  Government 
supporters  the  honourable  member  for  Ghrist- 
church Gity  (Mr.  Taylor),  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston,  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  Gity  (Mr.  Smith),  the  honour- 
able member  for  EUesmere,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Invercargill,  although  the  last 
gentleman  was  not  returned  as  a  supporter  of 
the  Government — in  fact,  the  Premier  actually 
went  to  the  South  to  prevent  the  honourable 
member's  return.  At  any  rate,  the  Premier 
laid  on  the  table  as  a  permanent  record  of  the 
Parliament  of  New  Zealand,  on  the  5th  No- 
vember, 1897,  the  statement  that  those  five 
gentlemen  were  then  Government  supporters. 
Naturally,  then,  the  honourable  member  for 

>  Ghristchurch  Gity  (Mr.  Taylor)  saw  that  the 
Government  relied  on  him  for  assistance,  and 
in  that  assurance  he  departed  to  Ghristchurch 
to  do  his  duty  to  his  constituents  In  another 
capacity  than  he  was  doing  in  the  House.  He 
could  quite  understand  the  compliments  that 
were  showered  on  the  members  of  the  Opposi- 

«tion  for  their  action  right  through  the  session. 


and  the  condemnation  given  to  those  who  sat 
in  the  corner  he  belonged  to.  When  they 
found  that  the  whole  of  the  Government  party 
recognised  that  the  most  powerful  man  in  the 
House  in  the  criticism  of  the  estimates  was 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  Gity 
(Mr.  Taylor),  it  was  an  honour  to  that  man's 
straightforwardness  and  to  his  ability,  and  it 
did  honour  to  the  manner  in  which  he  exer- 
cised his  talents  for  his  constituents. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  wanted  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston  referred  to  him  as  one  who  was 
anxious  to  give  facilities  for  divorce,  but 
neither  the  honourable  member  nor  any  one 
else  could  say  that  with  regard  to  him.  In 
this  instance  the  honourable  member  was 
measuring  his  (Mr.  McKenzie's)  corn  by  his 
own  bushel. 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  the  honourable  member 
had  mistaken  what  he  said.  What  he  said 
was  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
anxious  to  decrease  the  facilities  for  divorce ; 
and  the  honourable  member  must  have  known 
that  the  remark  was  meant  in  the  political 
sense,  because  he  had  said  the  other  day  that 
there  were  no  quarrels  In  the  Gabinet  as 
between  himself  and  the  Premier  except  such 
as  took  place  between  husband  and  wife. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Ashley  was  responsible  for  having  brought 
about  a  very  protracted  discussion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  very  moderate  in 
his  demands.  He  wished  to  have  a  railway 
constructed,  but,  in  order  that  there  might  be 
work  for  the  proposed  railway  from  the  district 
in  which  it  was  to  be  built,  he  desired  that  the 
Gk)vemment  should  purchase  a  million  pounds 
worth  of  land  for  settlement.  It  could,  there- 
fore, be  seen  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  exceedingly  modest  in  his  demand. 

Mr.  SYMES.->We  cannot  hear  you. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  would  do  his  best  to  be 
heard  by  all  members  in  the  House,  and  he 
regretted  that  the  honourable  member  was 
unable  to  hear  him,  because,  he  was  very 
desirous  that  he  should.  He  considered  that 
after  the  discussion  that  had  taken  place  it 
was  his  duty  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference 
to  railways  and  with  reference  to  roads.  The 
district  he  had  the  honour  to  represent  was  to 
have  a  railway  as  early  as  1879,  but  up  to  the 
present  nothing  had  been  done  in  the  way  of 
making  it.  It  was  a  railway  that  would  pass 
through  some  of  the  finest  land  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  that  was  more  Uiickly  populated 
than  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  he  referred 
to  the  famous  Waimate  Plains.  It  was  to  that 
country  that  store  cattle  were  sent  from  the 
north  of  Auckland  when  they  were  little  more 
than  bones,  and  when  they  had  become  fat,  as 
they  quickly  did,  they  were  sent  to  the  Auckland 
market.  He  was  satisfied  that  it  was  to  the 
advantflige  of  the  people  of  Auckland  to  have 
a  market  for  their  stores,  and  therefore  the 
settlers  of  that  province  should  have  some  con- 
sideration. Since  he  had  had  the  honour  to 
sit  in  the  House,  he  had  done  everything  in 
his  power  to  give  them  that  facility  which  they 
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were  entitled  to.  He  had  worked  early  and 
late  in  order  to  get  the  road  from  Stratford 
open  to  Auckland,  and  he  had  to  thank  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  for  being  good  enough  to 
place  a  substantial  sum  on  the  estimates  to  get 
that  road  pushed  along,  because  it  was  a  most 
important  work.  In  the  early  days,  when 
there  was  a  fight  as  to  the  battle  of  the  routes, 
a  great  injustice  was  done  to  the  Provincial 
District  of  Taranaki,  and  greater  injustice  had 
been  done  to  Auckland  at  the  same  time,  not- 
withstanding what  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Sir  R.  Stout)  had  said.  Now, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Auckland 
and  Taranaki  Districts  should  be  joined,  if  the 
business-men  in  Auckland  were  to  keep  pace 
with  the  times,  and,  with  their  magnificent 
harbour,  bring  the  provincial  business  of  Tara- 
naki to  their  wharves.  To  do  that  the  Auck- 
land representatives  would  have  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  assist  the  members  for  Taranaki. 
Some  years  ago  the  wires  were  pulled  to  the 
adTantage  of  Wellington,  and  the  disadvantage 
of  Auckland  and  Taranaki.  Wellington  had 
lines  constructed  from  Napier  and  Edso  from 
Taranaki,  so  that  she  had  two  strings  to  her 
bow,  and  now  she  wanted  another  string  in  the 
shape  of  the  Central  route.  He  had  certainly 
never  heard  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
ington  City  (Sir  B.  Stout)  plead  to  better  advan- 
tage than  he  had  done  that  afternoon,  but  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  Taranaki  and  Auckland 
people  had  been  thoroughly  sold  in  the  past. 
He  was  sorry  to  have  been  interrupted  by 
the  honourable  member  representing  Egmont, 
which  was  a  portion  of  Taranaki,  because  it 
had  always  been  his  desire  to  work  most  har- 
moniously with  every  member  of  the  Taranaki 
District  in  endeavouring  to  get  justice  done ; 
and  if  the  honourable  member  could  only  do 
something  to  get  the  necessary  works  pushed 
on  which  were  so  urgently  needed  in  Egmont, 
he  would  find  him  (Mr.  McGuire)  helping  him 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  because  he  (Mr. 
McGuire)  would  never  forget  the  kindness  he 
had  received  from  the  people  of  a  portion  of 
that  constituency,  and  he  was  prepared  to  help 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  every  way  in  his 
power  in  order  to  assist  the  people.  He  had 
on  many  occasions  advocated  the  claims  of  the 
Egmont  constituency  in  this  House,  and,  he 
thought,  on  looking  back,  successfully,  as  re- 
gards roads,  bridges,  purchase  of  Native  lands, 
public  buildings,  et  cetera ;  and  yet  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  was  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  complain  that  he  was 
unable  to  hear.  The  honourable  member 
should  not  interrupt. 

Mr.  SYMES.~I  wanted  to  hear  you. 

Mr.  McGUlRP^  said,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  so  deaf  he  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
come  and  stand  alongside  of  him  while  he 
addressed  the  House,  for  he  was  anxious  that  he 
should  hear  him,  and,  he  trusted,  work  together 
with  him  in  the  future  for  the  advancement 
of  the  province.  Among  other  things  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  branch  line  from 
Opunake  to  the  Main  Trunk  line  should  be 
pushed  on  with  vigour,  but  at  the  same  time 
Mr.  McOuire 


he  did  not  vrish  to  see  the  country  mahed  head- 
long into  debt  and  difficulties.  He  was  not 
going  to  growl  because  certain  money  had  been 
taken  from  the  Main  Trunk  Railway,  though 
he  wished  it  had  been  taken  from  some  other 
fund  instead.  That  money  had  certainly  not 
been  wasted,  because  it  had  been  spent  in  the 
purchase  of  Native  lands  and  for  the  purpose 
of  making  roads,  also  on  snagging  the 
Wanganui  River.  However,  he  thought  the 
money  should  be  placed  back  in  the  fund  from 
which  it  had  been  diverted.  He  hoped  also 
that  the  Opunake-Eltham-Auokiand  line  would 
not  be  forgotten,  and  that  the  honourable  mem- 
bers for  the  Auckland  and  Taranaki  Districta 
would  work  in  conjunction  until  this  work  was 
accomplished,  which  was  so  important  to  the 
two  provinces. 

Mr.  HEKE  could  not  understand  the  rea- 
sons of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  for 
moving  this  amendment,  unless  it  was  to  throw 
out  a  feeler  on  behalf  of  the  Government  to 
ascertain  whether  the  members  of  the  House 
were  in  favour  of  a  huge  loan.  If  that  was 
so  he  could  tell  honourable  members  it  was 
simply  a  repetition  of  what  was  done  during 
the  recess.  The  Minister  for  Public  WockSr 
for  instance,  when  speaking  in  Auckland  and 
also  in  Hawke's  Bay,  gave  the  people  to  under- 
stand that  it  was  necessary  to  go  m  for  a  loan 
to  enable  their  wishes  to  be  fulfilled,  the  widies 
being  the  construction  of  light  lines  of  railway 
through  different  districts.  Year  after  year 
they  had  had  expressions  from  the  members 
representing  the  Auckland  districts  with  re- 
gard to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway, 
and  they  had  had  utterances  from  Otago  and 
other  southern  districts  as  to  the  necessity 
of  completing  the  Otago  Central  Railway ;  and 
then,  again,  from  Canterbury  they  had  heard  the 
wishes  of  that  part  of  the  country  expressed 
regarding  the  completion  of  the  Midland  Rail- 
way line  from  the  West  Coast  to  Christohuroh. 
The  same  thing  might  be  said  as  to  the  west 
coast  of  the  South  Island,  and  the  continuation 
of  the  line  to  Nelson.  The  Government  declared 
when  they  first  came  into  power  that  they  had 
no  intention  of  going  in  for  further  borrowing. 
It  was  apparently  intended  now  to  convert  that 
policy  into  one  of  borrowing.  The  completion 
of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line  was  a  very 
huge  question.  It  involved  the  consideration 
of  the  point  whether  the  colony  should  launch 
out  into  a  huge  loan  for  the  completion  and 
extension  of  lines.  He  agreed  with  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  that  at  the  present  time  we  could  get  all 
we  wanted  by  establishing  better  communica- 
tion by  water.  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
much  better  for  the  people  themselves  to  fall 
back  on  something  less  expensive  than  rail- 
ways. It  would  be  better  to  establish  our  main 
roads  throughout  the  island.  As  far  as  the 
North  of  Auckland  was  concerned,  he  felt 
sure  that  the  settlers  there  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  get  small  loans  from  the 
Government  to  enable  the  main  roads  to 
be  made  and  metalled.  At  the  present  time 
the  roads  there  were  simply  disgraceful.    As 
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to  going  in  for  borrowing  for  the  purpose  of 
baying  Natiye  land,  he  had  already  expressed 
an  opinion  in  the  House  as  to  what  should 
take  place  in  that  direction.  He  thought  the 
purchase  of  Native  ]and  ought  to  cease.  It 
would  be  better  to  initiate  a  policy  of  getting 
the  Natives  to  lease  their  lands,  thus  utilising 
all  the  remaining  lands  held  in  the  hands  of 
the  Natives  at  the  present  time.  He  would 
prefer  to  see  public  works  constructed  out'  of 
suipluses  which  the  Gk)vemment  had  declared 
dunng  the  past  few  years.  That  would  be  far 
better  than  going  in  for  a  huge  loan. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  the  debate  which  had 
taken  place  showed  clearly  that  most  honour- 
able members  had  fully  made  up  their  minds 
to  go  in  for  a  borrowing  policy.  Almost  with- 
out exception  every  member  who  had  spoken 
had  some  little  railway  that  he  wanted.  He 
had  no  doubt  whatever,  when  the  House  met 
next  June,  the  Premier  would  take  advantage 
of  the  opinions  expressed  that  day  and  would 
act  accordingly.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  described  a  magnificent  totara 
bush  in  the  North  Island,  and  urged  the  con- 
struction  of  a  railway  for  the  purpose  of  utilis- 
ing that  timber.  If  any  extensive  borrowing 
was  to  be  gone  in  for,  he  would  point  out  to 
the  Government  where  there  was  quite  as  good 
a  r^rve  of  totara  and  all  kinds  of  timber  in 
the  South  Island  as  any  that  existed  in  the 
North  Island. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Do  you  want  a  railway 
too? 

Mr.  KELLY  said,  Yes,  he  also  wanted  a  little 
railway,  but  not  for  his  particular  district.  He 
was  pleased  to  say  that  his  district  did  not 
want  anything  from  the  Gk>vemment  with  the 
exception  of  a  paltry  two  or  three  hundred 
pounds  for  roads.  While  speaking  on  this  sub- 
ject he  might  say  that  he  put  in  an  application 
a  short  time  ago  for  a  very  few  hundred  pounds 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  access  to  the  lands  of 
some  Grown  settlers  in  his  district.  He  was 
very  pleased  to  say  that  during  the  last  few 
days  the  Minister  of  Lands  had  been  almost 
chasing  him  up  and  down  the  lobby  offering 
him  three  times  the  amount  he  asked  for. 
That  did  not  often  happen,  but  when  it  did 
happen  he  thought  it  was  right  the  House 
should  know  it,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister 
of  Lands  would  not  press  him  too  hard. 
Coming  back  to  the  little  bit  of  railway 
again,  he  would  point  out  that  it  was  a 
very  important  matter  to  the  Middle  Island. 

Q  ^       Honourable  gentlemen  who  had  lived 

^'^'  all  their  life  in  the  North  Island  knew 
nothing  whatever  about  the  timber  reserves  of 
the  South.  He  might  explain  to  honourable 
members  that  the  whole  of  Otago  and  the 
southern  parts  of  Canterbury  depended  almost 
entirely  upon  the  timber-supply  of  the  South- 
land District.  The  accessible  timber-supply  of 
that  district  would,  he  regretted  to  say,  be  almost 
cut  out  in  the  matter  of  six  or  seven  years,  and 
his  reason  for  urging  upon  the  Government  the 
extension  of  the  Orepuki  Railway  was  that  it 
would  tap  a  supply  of  timber  which  would  last 
the  whole  of  the  Middle  Island  for  the  next 


hundred  years  to  come — ^that  was,  in  the  Waiau 
direction,  towards  Preservation  Inlet.  There 
was  a  magnificent  timber  reserve  there,  such 
as,  he  believed,  did  not  exist  in  any  other 
part  of  the  colony.  Like  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  he  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  visit  that  district.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace  had  walked  through 
the  whole  of  it  from  Waiau  right  to  Preser- 
vation Inlet — a  very  hazardous  undertaking, 
on  which  he  believed  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  once  nearly  lost  his  life.  It  was  with  a 
view  of  impressing  upon  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  the  great  necessity  of  making  provision 
for  the  extension  of  this  railway  on  the  esti- 
mates next  year  that  he  had  risen  to  speak  to- 
night. He  was  pleased  to  say  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  notified  his  intention  of 
visiting  the  district,  and  he  felt  certain  that,  if 
his  time  only  permitted  him  to  see  the  magni- 
ficent totara  in  that  district,  and  all  other  tim- 
bers, he  would  at  once  agree  to  putting  a  very 
large  sum  of  money  on  the  estimates — suffi- 
cient to  complete  this  extension.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston  to-night  men- 
tioned the  case  of  a  bridge  over  the  Awa- 
tere,  and  instanced  how  Ministers  sought,  by 
putting  small  sums  on  the  estimates,  to  de- 
ceive the  electors.  Now,  he  would  point  out 
another  case  in  which  settlers  in  one  particular 
district  had  been  very  badly  treated  by  the  Go- 
vernment. He  referred  to  settlers  residing  in 
the  Wallace  district,  who  took  up  land  in  that 
particular  district,  where  the  whole  of  the  land 
was  loaded  to  pay  for  the  bridge  and  roads,  but, 
unfortunately,  from  some  cause  or  another  the 
loading  was  all  spent  in  the  making  of  roads. 
Now,  what  did  Ministers  do  wbenthe  late  mem- 
ber for  Wallace  pressed  them  very  hard  to  put  a. 
sum  of  money  on  the  estimates  for  this  bridge  ? 
They  put  the  magnificent  sum  of  £500  on  the 
estimates  for  a  bridge  that  could  not  possibly  be 
constructed  for  less  than  £12,000.  That  seemed 
to  him  to  be  playing  entirely  with  the  settlers, 
and  had  discouraged  many  of  them  who  had 
taken  up  land  in  that  district.  He  hoped,  now 
that  they  were  evidently  on  the  eve  of  a  borrowing 
policy,  that  the  Minister  would  bear  in  mind  the 
unfortunate  people  in  that  part  of  the  district 
to  which  he  referred.  Honourable  members 
had  often  twitted  him  in  this  House  for  advo- 
cating works  which  involved  a  large  sum  of 
money,  seeing  that  he  was  opposed  to  borrow- 
ing. Well,  up  to  last  session  he  was  against 
any  further  borrowing,  simply  because  he  had 
been  elected  on  a  distinct  pledge,  and  when  he 
went  before  the  people  again  in  1896  he  simply 
told  them  that  if  they  demanded  works  all  over 
the  district  they  must  make  up  their  minds 
that  a  loan  was  necessary  to  do  it,  and  now,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  it  was  only  a  question 
of  reducing  the  amount  of  the  loan  to  the 
lowest  possible  limit.  He  had  said  all  he  in- 
tended to  say  on  this  matter,  and  out  of  respect 
for  the  feelings  of  the  Premier,  who  was  very 
anxious  to  get  on  with  the  estimates,  he  would 
give  way. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  would  not  detain 
the  House  very  long,  but,  seeing  that  this  waa 
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about  the  only  opportunity  ho  would  have  of 
alluding  to  one  or  two  matters,  he  must  avail 
himself  of  that  opportunity.  He  must  compli- 
ment the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  for 
having  smiled  so  pleasantly  when  he  fell  into 
the  trap  laid  for  him  by  the  astute  Premier, 
whioh  caused  him  to  sound  the  House  as  to 
their  views  on  the  question  of  borrowing.  It 
was  perfectly  evident  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  know  the  effect  of  what  he 
was  doing  when  he  moved  his  amendment. 
He  could  not  conceive  that  it  was  done  on  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  suggestion.  He 
did  not  suppose  they  must  take  too  seriously 
the  document  whioh*  was  laughingly  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston; 
but  that  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
did  fall  into  a  trap  he  had  very  little  doubt. 
He,  at  any  rate,  was  not  bound  by  any  pledges 
to  any  constituents  or  to  anybody  else.  He 
had  been  consistently  sceptical  as  to  the 
advisability  of  large  borrowing.  He  had  not 
changed  that  view. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  since  the  twenty-million 
loan  you  advocated. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said,  not  since  the  twenty- 
million.  He  had  looked  upon  it  for  many 
years  past  that  the  way  they  were  travelling 
was  the  high  road  to  perdition.  He  had  not 
a  shadow  of  doubt  that,  if  the  people  of  this 
colony  could  unfortunately  be  stimulated  into 
plunging  once  more  into  a  large  borrowing 
scheme,  default  was  probable  within  a  certain 
number  of  years.  Now,  he  knew  people  would 
say  he  haid  no  right  to  mention  the  word 
**  default."  He  reoognised  that  many  people 
thought  they  ought  not  to  breathe  the  word 
«*  default."  He  did  not  use  the  word  **  re- 
pudiate," although  he  would  not  say  that  was 
a  word  that  would  not  be  heard  some  day  or 
another ;  but  bankruptcy  must  inevitably  come 
if  the  colony  borrowed  persistently  for  unpro- 
ductive expenditure,  and  schemes  that  would 
not  pay.  The  tone  of  the  debate  to-day  had 
been  utterly  reckless  as  to  whether  the  railways 
proposed  were  to  pay  any  interest  or  not.  So 
far  as  he  could  gather,  after  listening  to  the 
speeches,  no  honourable  member  seemed  to  oare 
twopence  whether  the  works  made  were  to  be 
reproductive  in  any  form  whatever. 

An  Hon.  Mbhber. — No  honourable  member? 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  no  honourable  mem- 
ber who  advocated  railways. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— Each  one,  it  is  claimed, 
would  be  the  best  paying  line  in  the  colony. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  there  might  have 
been  vague  assertions  of  that  kind  ;  but  there 
was  nothing  to  show  that  any  railway  that 
would  be  constructed  would  pay.  Of  course  he 
was  not  so  quixotic  as  to  fancy  that  they  must 
stop  all  the  works  now  in  progress — he  realised 
that  one  must  bring  practical  common-sense 
to  bear ;  but  the  idea  to-day  seemed  that  once 
more  the  colony  should  plunge  into  a  large 
borrowing  scheme.  He  did  not  say  that  all 
honourable  members  had  fallen  in  with  it; 
but  there  had  been  the  scheme  to  ascertain 
whether  the  House  was  in  favour  of  a  large 
borrowing  scheme,  and  he  at  once  held  out 
Captain  RuaseU 


a  warning  that  he  believed  that  snoh  a 
scheme  as  that  must  inevitably  bring  misery 
on  the  people  of  the  colony.  The  only  re- 
sult of  a  large  borrowing  scheme  would 
be  further  taxation,  and  the  more  taxation 
they  imposed  on  the  people  the  less  ability 
they  would  have  to  bear  that  taxation.  He 
did  not  intend  to  pursue  the  question  of  rail- 
ways further.  They  would  have  a  further 
opportunity  perhaps  when  the  Public  Wo^s 
Statement  oame  down  of  discussing  the  policy 
of  borrowing.  There  was  one  word  which  he 
thought  it  was  due  to  himself  to  say  with 
regard  to  the  statement  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Parnell,  when  that  honour- 
able gentleman  spoke  of  his  old  colleague 
and  great  personal  friend,  Mr.  Mitohelson, 
as  "  a  traitor  to  Auckland."  He  thought 
that  any  person  who  knew  Mr.  Mitohelaon 
would  know  the  pre-eminent  oharacteristic 
of  that  gentleman  was  loyalty  to  the  utmost 
degree.  Of  all  the  men  with  whom  be  had 
been  associated  in  Parliament  for  many  years 
there  was  no  man  upon  whom  he  would  more 
implicitly  rely  under  every  possible  cironm- 
stance  than  his  late  colleague  and  greal  per- 
sonal friend,  Mr.  Mitchelson.  How  did  it  oome, 
then,  from  a  man  like  the  honourable  member 
for  Parnell  to  call  Mr.  Mitchelson  a  traitor? 
Was  not  the  honourable  member  himself  a 
traitor  to  Auckland,  he  would  ask  ?  Had  the 
honourable  gentleman  ever  been  a  traitdt  to 
his  party  ?  And  what  reason  did  the  hononr^ 
able  member  give  for  his  traitorous  conduct 
with  regard  to  those  people  with  whom,  for 
years  previous,  he  was  working  in  political 
alliance  ?  The  honourable  member  was  elected 
along  with  the  Hon.  the  Defence  Minister,  Mr. 
T.  Thompson,  and  the  honourable  member  for 
the  East  Coast,  Mr.  Carroll,  to  support  the 
Atkinson  Government. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— That  is  quite  inoorxect. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  deny  that  he  voted  with 
us  for  several  years— right  up  to  the  election  of 
1690 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— That  is  a  different 
thing. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— And,  then,  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  the  ship  was 
sinking,  he  deserted  the  ship.  There  could  be 
no  question  that  that  had  been  done  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr.  T. 
Thompson),  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Parnell  (Mr.  Lawry),  and  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waiapu  (Mr.  Carroll),  and  he  did 
not  know  but  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  (Mr.  R.  Thompson)  might  also  be 
included  in  the  list  of  those  who  had  deserted 
the  ship  when  they  thought  it  was  sinking. 
What  was  the  reason  given  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  and  by  the  present  Defence 
Minister  for  seceding  from  the  Atkinson  party? 
When  the  former  leader,  Sir  Harry  Atkinson, 
was  transferred  to  the  other  Chamber,  acd 
there  was  a  question  as  to  who  should  be  leader 
of  the  defeated  party,  two  Auckland  memberi, 
Mr.  T.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Lawry,  thought 
that  beyond  all  others  the  man  who  had  been 
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^erring  as  leader  of  the  House  through  the  ill- 
ness of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  ought  to  be  elected 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  they  actually  gave 
SA  a  reason  for  deserting  their  party  the  treat- 
ment which  had  been  accorded  to  Mr.  Mitohel- 
«on  in  not  being  elected  leader  of  the  party. 
He  would  like  to  know  where  the  "  traitor  **  now 
-oame  in.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  had  entered  the  Chamber. 
He  was  saying  that  the  word  **  traitor  "  came 
-very  ill  from  the  honourable  member  for  Par- 
nell, more  particularly  when  applied  to  Mr. 
Mitohelson,  for  the  reason  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  had  seceded  from  the  At- 
kinson party  because,  first  of  all,  they  were  a 
beaten  party,  and  the  reason  which  he  bad 
alleged — and  no  doubt  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's memory  would  take  him  back  to  it — was 
because  Mr.  Mitchelson  was  not  elected  leader 
of  the  Atkinson  party  when  it  went  into  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— No ;  you  have  got  hold  of  the 
wrong  end  of  the  stick. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  honourable 
member  might  say  he  had  '*  got  hold  of  the 
wrong  end  of  the  stick,"  but  he  knew  it  was  a 
true  stick.  But  he  had  not  got  up  to  speak 
upon  this  subject.  He  wanted  to  take  the 
opportunity,  which  would  probably  come  to 
him  only  upon  this  occasion,  of  alluding  to 
the  condition  of  the  Defence  Force  of  New 
Zealand.  There  was  a  report  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table  by  the  present  Commander 
of  the  Forces,  dated  Wellington,  Ist  September, 
1897.  Now,  for  some  years  past  it  had  been 
his  duty — or  he  had  esteemed  it  to  be  his 
•duty — to  say  that,  though  the  colony  was  spend- 
ing annually  somewhere  about  £80,000  on  de- 
fences, they  had  practically  no  defence  at  all — 
that  the  Force  was  unofficered,  that  the  Force 
was  lll-dieoiplined,  that  the  ammunition  was 
imperfect,  and  that  the  money  voted  was 
being  altogether  squandered.  Well,  of  course, 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  would  not  put 
the  position  in  such  plain  words  as  those. 
He,  of  course,  had  not  seen  the  confidential 
report  of  the  inspecting  officer  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  Forces,  but,  taking  the  document 
which  had  been  placed  in  the  pigeon-hole  of 
every  member,  they  would  find  laid  down  in 
oalm  official  language  the  very  words  which  he 
(Captain  Russell)  had  used  during  the  past  four 
or  five  years  in  the  House  upon  every  occasion 
when  speaking  upon  the  condition  of  our  Forces. 
When  the  Premier  was  in  England  he  had 
no  doubt  that  Lord  Woleeley  and  Mr.  Goschen, 
and  all  those  responsible  for  the  defence 
of  England,  slent  more  happily  than  they  had 
been  accustomea  to  sleep  for  many  years  before, 
because  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  told  them 
that  they  need  not  be  afraid  for  England 
because  New  Zealand  was  at  her  back.  And 
the  Defence  Report  disclosed  the  position  that 
New  Zealand  was  in  when  standing  at  her 
back.  If  any  honourable  gentlemen  would 
take  the  trouble  to  read  this  document  they 
would  realise  that,  if  the  officials  of  the  great 
war  departments  at  Home  knew,  as  they  did 
know,  the  exact  position  of  the  New  Zealand 


defences,  they  must  have  winked  to  one  an- 
other when  the  honourable  gentleman  talked 
of  New  Zealand  standing  at  the  back  of 
England  if  difficulties  arose. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  should  be  there  all  the 
same. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that  was  exactly 
the  misfortune.  He  quite  understood  that  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier — who  knew  no  more 
of  defence  than  he  (Captain  Russell)  knew  of 
preaching  sermons ;  m  fact,  he  could  not  know 
half  as  much,  for  he  had  taken  no  interest  in 
defence  till  very  lately — it  was  our  misfortune 
that  he  believed  we  should  be  able  to  take  an 
active  part  in  Imperial  defence  whenever  the 
necessity  arose.  Did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man think— did  he  know — what  this  meant? 
Had  he  seen  the  great  country  of  China 
crumpled  up  like  an  old  glove  by  an  active, 
energetic  adversary?  Did  he  not  realise  that 
we  should  not  have  long  to  wait  for  attack 
after  a  declaration  of  war— that  when  "the 
dogs  of  war"  were  slipped  they  would  be  on 
New  Zealand  with  all  their  fury  before  we  had 
time  to  make  preparations  to  receive  them  ? 
Had  he  seen  only  lately  the  magnificent 
success  of  our  Forces  in  India  because  the 
army  was  prepared ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
had  he  not  seen  the  miserable  figure  Oreeee 
cut  before  all  Europe  because  she  was  not 
prepared?  The  War  Minister  of  Greece,  like 
the  Premier  here,  told  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  Greece  that  Greece  was  quite  prepared  for 
war,  and  even  after  they  were  defeated  the 
populace  believed  they  were  prepared  to  again 
meet  the  power  of  Turkey.  There  could  be  no 
question  that  in  almost  every  case  it  was 
unpreparedness  that  brought  disgrace  and 
disaster  upon  nations.  We  were  utterly 
unprepared,  and  he  maintained  that  if  there 
was  a  sudden  outbreak  of  war — if  by  any 
possibility — and  he  hoped  there  was  not 
that  possibility— if  by  any  possibility  the 
attacking  squadron  eluded  our  own  squad- 
ron, New  Zealand  would  be  absolutely  help- 
less. We  had  no  organized  Force  at  all  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other.  In  dis- 
cussing this  question  of  the  defence  of  the 
Empire,  Mr.  Goschen  or  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
in  conference  with  the  Premiers  at  Home, 
said  that  Great  Britain  was  prepared  to  under- 
take the  naval  defences  of  the  colonies,  but 
that  it  devolved  upon  the  colonies  themselves 
to  have  their  land  defences  in  proper  order. 
In  a  document  which  had  been  laid  upon  the 
table,  dated  Downing  Street,  August,  1897,  he 
found  these  words — this  was  in  the  address  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain  to  the  Premiers : — 

"  I  cannot  say  from  the  information  at  my 
disposal  that  with  all  the  magnificent  resources 
of  the  colonies  their  organization  at  present  is 
satisfactory.  This  is  a  mere  matter  of  detail, 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  dwell  upon  it  now ; 
but  I  would  remind  the  Premiers  assembled 
that,  if  war  breaks  out,- war  will  be  sudden,  and 
there  will  be  no  time  for  preparation  then. 
Therefore  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  we 
all,  having  a  common  interest,  should  have 
beforehand    a   scheme    of    common    defence 
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against  any  possible,  or,  at  all  events,  any 
probable  enemy.  And  we  ought  to  have  these 
schemes  of  defenoe  before  us.  In  the  oase  of 
some  of  the  colonies  ^hemes  have  already  been 
prepared,  in  others  no  scheme  has  been  pre- 
pared or  created  up  to  the  present  time,  and  I 
believe  it  is  most  desirable  that  that  omission 
should  be  repaired.'* 

He  knew — he  was  not  venturing  a  guess — 
that  one  of  the  colonies  that  the  English  Go- 
vernment considered  had  no  scheme  of  defence 
whatsoever  was  New  Zealand.  He  urged  the 
Defence  Minister,  if  he  could,  to  contradict 
him  and  say  he  was  making  a  hazardous  state- 
ment ;  but,  as  he  had  said,  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not.  He  knew  for  a  fact  tbat 
New  Zealand  was  recognised  as  a  colony  that, 
80  far  as  the  defence  of  the  Empire  or  her  own 
defence  was  concerned,  had  no  system  of 
defence  whatsoever.  That  he  laid  down  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  Well,  now,  it  seemed  to  him 
there  were  two  alternatives  before  them.  They 
were  either  to  say  that  they  would  have  some- 
thing for  their  money — an  efficient  defence— or 
say  that  they  would  make  no  defenoe  expendi- 
ture at  all.  But  the  course  they  were  adopting 
now  was  to  spend  the  sum  of  £80,000  annually 
in  defence,  and  still  they  had  no  organized 
scheme  of  defence,  no  system  of  organization,  no 
properly- trained  men,  no  skilled  gunners,  no 
officers,  no  medical  department,  no  commis- 
sariat depe^rtment — in  a  few  words,  no  organ- 
ization of  any  kind  whatsoever.  They  were 
dmply  wasting  £80,000  of  the  colony's  money  : 
that  was  the  position  they  were  in  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  They  had  no  efficient  scheme  of 
defence  whatsoever.  He  might  be  told  that  a 
proper  defence  was  beyond  their  means.  Well, 
it  seemed  to  him  it  was  a  very  contemptible 
condition  of  things  if  Englishmen  were  pre- 
pared to  say  anywhere  that  they  were  not 
prepared  to  undergo  sacrifices  in  order  to 
defend  the  integrity  of  their  colony  and  their 
own  honour.  But  he  was  afraid  that  was  the 
position  of  New  Zealand  at  the  present  time. 
They  could  not  afiord  to  spend  the  necessary 
money,  they  were  told.  England  spent  about 
£35,000,000  per  annum  on  her  defence. 
That  amount,  in  round  numbers,  closely  ap- 
proximated to  £1  per  head  of  her  popu- 
lation. They  in  New  Zealand  spent  some- 
where under  £80,000  a  year  on  defence : 
£80,000  was  somewhere  about  2s.  3d.  per  head 
of  the  population,  but  tbey  in  New  Zealand 
got  no  safety  for  that  expenditure.  Surely 
they  were  a  contemptible  people  if  they  said 
they  could  not  afford  to  spend  28.  6d.  a  year 
per  head  of  population  upon  defending  them- 
selves against  any  enemy.  And  it  was  quite 
possible  to  make  their  defence  effective  for  a 
sum  very  slightly  in  excess  of  the  money  they 
were  annually  appropriating  for  the  purposes  of 
defence.  All  that  they  required  was  a  system 
of  proper  organization.  They  required  en- 
couragement to  the  men  to  devote  themselves 
to  their  work,  and  then  they  would  imme- 
diately become  efficient.  Let  them  take  the 
reports  of  years  past :  take  the  report  of  Major- 
General  Edwards,  who  inspected  their  defences 
Captain  Russell 


and  troops  about  seven  years  ago ;  take  the  ropcct 
of  General  Soratohley ;  take  the  reports  of  the 
late  Commander  of  the  Forces,  Colonel  Fox; 
take  that  present  report  of  Colonel  Pole  Penton ; 
and  they  would  find  that  all  without  exception 
said  the  same  thing — that  they  were  surprised 
at  the  energy  and  efficiency  of  the  men  oon- 
sidering  the  small  amount  of  organization,  the 
small  amount  of  training,  and  the  utter  lade 
of  encouragement  given  to  the  men.  He  had 
no  doubt,  if  a  Minister  took  the  troable  to 
answer  him  he  would  say  that  when  he 
(Captain  Russell)  was  Defence  Minister  he  did 
not  improve  the  condition  of  the  Forces. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  knew  as  well  as  any  one  could  do  that 
that  was  an  absolutely  incorrect  version.  He 
left  behind  him  in  the  pigeon-holes  a  Bill  which, 
consequent  on  the  determination  of  the  Oppo- 
sition at  that  time — the  present  Premier  being 
a  prominent  member — to  block  all  business  and 
prevent  the  Government  doing  any  work,  it 
was  rendered  hopeless  for  him  to  introduce 
during  the  time  he  was  in  office.  He  left  the 
Bill  in  the  pigeon-holes,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  it,  and  if  he  did 
not  he  ought  to  have  it,  and  if  it  was  not  in 
the  pigeon-holes  he  was  prepared  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  a  copy.  ThtX 
showed  that  he,  at  any  rate,  was  prepaied 
to  put  the  Forces  into  a  reasonable  condition 
if  he  had  been  allowed  to  do  so.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  speaking  to  this  ques- 
tion, had  led  the  House  to  suppose  that 
he  (Captain  Russell)  had  had  seven  years 
of  office  like  himself,  and  had  not  endeavoured 
to  put  things  into  shape.  The  honourable 
gentleman  knew  full  well  that  he  had  but  one 
session,  and  therefore  it  was  quite  impossible 
that  he  could  do  so.  If  honourable  members 
would  look  through  this  report  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  they  would  see  that 
every  word  he  said  was  to  be  found  there  in 
calm  official  language.  They  were  told  in  so 
many  words  that  "  As  regards  the  Permanent 
Forces,  there  are  not  sufficient  officers  to  keep 
up  a  proper  spirit  of  discipline  among  the  men. 
None  of  the  artillery  officers  have  re- 
ceived any  thorough  training  m  artillery  work," 
and  so  on.  Well,  everybody  must  know  that 
the  defence  of  their  ports  was  left  now  to  men 
who  knew  absolutely  nothing  whatsoever  of  the 
science  of  artillery,  except  such  small  sjnount 
as  they  had  been  instructed  through  short 
periods  of  time  in  this  oolony.  As  for  pro- 
perly-trained artillery  officers,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  and  his 
staff  officer  there  were  no  such  men  in  the 
colony.  Of  course,  in  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Defence  he  recognised  a  highly-skilled  artillery 
officer ;  but  he  had  been  removed  from  the  Forces 
altogether,  and  was  now  a  member  of  the  Civfl 
Service,  and  therefore  he  would  exclude  that 
gentleman  from  consideration  in  connection 
with  the  Forces.  Then,  as  to  this  question  of 
the  officers,  there  were  no  steps  being  taken  to 
give  their  young  officers  proper  instruction. 
It  was  true  there  were  three  or  four  cadets, 
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but  the  salary  given  was  snoh  that  a  young 
man  could  not  certainly  hope  to  live  upon 
it,  and  these  young  men  were  not  being  trained 
as  artillery  officers  should  be.  They  were  get- 
ting now  all  the  training  they  could  get  in  New 
Zealand,  but  that  training  was  not  sufficiently 
thorough  to  fit  them  for  the  positions  they 
were  intended  to  occupy.  As  a  true  New-  Zea- 
lander,  he  was  anxious  they  should  have  their 
own  officers  educated  to  hold  commissions  in 
their  own  service,  but  in  the  meantime  they 
could  not  provide  their  young  men  with  the 
opportunity  to  become  efficient  officers  in  this 
colony,  and  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  their 
Forces  could  be  properly  organized  unless  they 
got  Imperial  officers,  or  gentlemen  who  had  been 
in  the  Imperial  service,  until  our  own  officers 
had  been  properly  trained.  He  thoroughly 
agreed  with  this  report.  It  was  not  new  to 
him ;  he  had  preached  similarly  to  it  on  many 
oooasions.  They  ought  to  get  young  men  by  a 
system  of  competitive  examination,  not  young 
men  by  special  friendship  to  the  Minister  of  the 
day — young  men  who  by  competitive  examina- 
tion had  proved  themselves  to  be  possessed  of 
ezoeptional  ability.  And  after  they  had  under- 
gone such  training  as  they  could  obtain  here 
the^  should  be  sent  to  England  for  a  course  of 
tsaining  vdth  the  Royal  Artillery  and  other 
branches  of  scientific  instruction  in  England, 
and  then,  having  passed  all  the  examinations, 
come  back  once  more  to  New  Zealand  and  be- 
come useful  as  soldiers  and  a  credit  to  their 
profession.  The  sooner  they  agreed  they  were 
going  to  have  proper  organization  in  the  Forces, 
or  have  no  Forces  at  all,  the  better  for  them. 
It  would  be  humiliating  to  them  as  English- 
men to  say  they  were  incapable  of  defending 
thomselvcH,  and  incapable  of  making  self- 
saorifices,  and  he  maintained  that  humiliation 
must  come  upon  them  if  they  went  to  war 
with  improperly- trained  Forces — not  only  half- 
trained  Forces,  bat  absolutely  untrained  Forces 
— however  courageous  they  might  be.  Then, 
the  report  said, — 

**  The  men  of  the  Permanent  Force  are  well 
instructed  at  the  d^pot  in  Wellington,  where 
they  all  join  as  recruits ;  but  I  regret  having  to 
report  that  I  do  not  consider  their  state  of  dis- 
oipline  is  what  it  ought  to  be." 

This  all  arose  from  the  one  point — that  there 
was  political  interference  with  our  Forces — 
that,  instead  of  allowing  the  Ck>mmander  of  the 
Forces  to  have  the  management  of  the  whole 
of  the  details  in  connection  with  the  Permanent 
Forces  and  Volunteers,  there  was  no  man  in 
the  Permanent  Forces  or  in  the  Volunteer 
Forces  who  did  not  think  that  by  applying  to 
the  member  of  the  district  and  inducing  that 
member  to  put  pressure  on  the  Minister  he 
could  not  get  some  concession  which  he  ought 
not  to  have.  The  root  of  all  military  dis- 
cipline was  that  there  should  be  one  man  at 
the  head  of  affairs  from  whom  there  should 
be  no  appeal  whatsoever.  It  was  necessary  to 
get  a  first-class  man  for  the  position,  and  he 
believed  they  had  secured  a  first-class  man, 
but  that  did  not  affect  the  principle.  The 
principle  must  be  that  there  should  be  no  play- 


ing at  politics  with  soldiers.  Soldiers  should 
not  be  like  ordinary  civilians,  who  mostly  had 
electoral  rights,  and  could  put  pressure  on 
their  members,  and  the  members  on  the  Minis- 
ter, and  the  Minister  on  Parliament.  A 
soldier  ought  to  be  under  the  strictest  mili- 
tary discipline  if  they  were  to  get  value  for 
the  money  they  expended  on  the  Forces, 
g  QQ  He  just  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
with  reference  to  the  document  which 
was  placed  on  the  table  of  the  House  the  other 
day  by  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  in  connec- 
tion with  the  purchase  of  the  Martini-Henry 
rifies.  He  thought  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
ought  to  have  laid  on  the  table  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  in  connection  with  the  pur- 
chase of  these  rifies.  In  a  manner  that  was 
more  ingenious  than  ingenuous  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  throw  some  blame  on  the  late 
Commander  of  the  Forces  for  giving  him  an 
obsolete  weapon.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
had  no  right  to  use  words  such  as  that  unless 
he  disclosed  his  authority  for  using  such  words 
to  prove  that  the  assertion  was  in  any  de- 
gree worthy  of  consideration.  He  (Captain 
Russell)  had  no  doubt  the  selection  of  the 
Martini-Henry  rifie  was  a  very  good  one. 
It  was  probably  not  within  the  knowledge  of 
either  the  Premier  or  the  Minister  of  Defence 
that  a  great  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  army  in 
India,  consisting  of  native  troops,  and  also 
the  auxiliary  troops  in  England,  were  armed 
with  this  weapon,  and  that  it  was  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  Lee-Metford  rifie  was  too  delicate 
an  arm  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  unless 
they  were  highly  disciplined,  that  it  was  very 
likely  to  get  out  of  order,  and  that  it  was  also 
known  to  every  person  who  took  an  interest  in 
such  subjects  as  this  that  the  Martini-Henry 
rifie  as  it  was  at  the  present  time,  although  not 
a  magazine  rifie,  could  discharge  bullets  so 
rapidly  that  it  got  quite  hot,  and  must  be  given 
time  to  cool  down  again.  With  undisciplined 
troops  the  most  difficult  thing  in  life  was  to 
keep  them  under  fire  discipline— that  was  to 
say,  instead  of  firing  individually,  as  in  the  old 
days,  they  fired  now  in  sections  by  word 
of  command,  and  to  have  comparatively  un- 
disciplined Forces — and  our  Volunteers  were 
utterly  undisciplined  in  this  respect — with  a 
magazine  rifie  in  their  hands  would,  in  all 
probability,  lead  to  the  weapon  becoming  al- 
most unserviceable  in  a  very  short  time.  The 
natural  instinct  there  was  in  the  young  soldier 
to  fire  away  his  ammunition  with  the  greatest 
rapidity  would  cause  him,  with  a  magazine 
rifle,  to  fire  his  ammunition  away  uselessly. 
There  were  many  good  reasons  in  favour  of  the 
Martini-Henry  rifie  which,  unfortunately,  he 
had  not  time  to  enter  into  at  the  present 
moment  owing  to  the  time-limit.  There  was, 
however,  another  point  of  the  most  vital  im- 
portance. It  would  be  seen  that  the  arrange- 
ments under  which  ammunition  was  made  in 
the  colony  and  supplied  to  the  State  were  essen- 
tially defective.  The  whole  ammunition  con- 
tract was  apparently  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
position.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  conditions 
of  the  contract.     Speaking  from  memory,  ha 
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thought  there  waa  a  cod  tract  extending  oyer 
a  period  of  five  or  six  years ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
however  that  might  be,  it  was  the  first  duty  of 
the  Government  to  at  onoe  cancel  that  con- 
tract if  the  ammunition  was  not  perfectly  good. 
If  the  ammunition  supplied  to  our  troops  was 
not  of  the  very  first  quality  we  were  liable 
whenever  a  time  of  danger  came  upon  us  to 
.find  our  troops  going  into  the  field  with  am- 
munition that  would  be  getting  jammed  in  the 
'breech,  and  our  men  would  be  rendered  com- 
paratively useless  on  account  of  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  ammunition.  He  maintained  that, 
whatever  the  contract  might  be,  and  whatever 
the  sacrifice  might  be  to  the  colony,  the  am- 
munition ought  to  1  be  made  perfect  or  the 
contract  should  be  cancelled.  It  was  abso- 
.  lately  wrong  under  any  circumstances  that  we 
should  be  placed  in  the  position  of  our  troops 
going  into  the  field  except  with  the  very  best 
of  ammunition. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
<  man's  time  was  up. 

Captain  RUSSELL  was  sorry  for  this,  as  he 
still  had  a  good  deal  to  say. 

Mr.  LA  WRY  desired  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation. It  was  the  first  time  he  had  risen 
to  make  a  personal  explanation  since  he  had 
been  in  the  House ;  but  he  felt  it  necessary 
on  this  occasion  to  explain  that,  in  referring 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mitohelson  as  a  traitor  to 
Auckland,  he  did  not  apply  the  term  in  its 
general  acceptation  or  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  placed  it 
before  the  House.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Mit- 
ohelson as  having  climbed  a  tree  and  ex- 
plored a  hundred  miles  of  country,  and  upon 
the  strength  of  that  inspection  having  re- 
ported against  the  Stratford  route,  and  he 
said,  in  this  particular  Mr.  Mitchelson  was 
a  traitor  to  the  best  interests  of  Auckland. 
That  was  a  different  thing  from  what  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  had  placed  before 
'  the  House.  As  leading  up  to  another  personal 
explanation,  he  might  refer  to  a  statement 
made  use  of  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Eden.  That  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
•  he  (Mr.  Lawrv)  would  not  dare  to  say  what  he 
had  said  in  this  House  on  an  Auckland  plat- 
form. But  he  had  said  it  to  Mr.  Mitohelson 's 
'  face,  and  from  an  Auckland  platform,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  find  it  published 
in  the  annals  of  the  journals  of  Auckland.  At 
-  the  same  time  he  was  sorry  he  had  said  it, 
because  it  seemed  to  have  given  pain  to  his 
friends  on  the  Opposition  benches.  For  this 
reason  he  was  sorry,  and  for  this  reason  only. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  had  been  waiting  to  see 
whether  the  Defence  Minister  would  reply. 
He  thought  at  least  they  would  have  some 
criticism  from  that  honourable  gentleman  of 
the  speech  just  made  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  the  Premier  wanted  to  get 
into  Supply. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said,  if  that  were  the  case, 

why  had  a  follower  of  the  Government  moved 

an  amendment  upon  the  motion  for  going  into 

Supply  ?    He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 

Captain  Russell 


the  Premier  was  deliberately  and  intentioiially 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  want  to  do  any  busi- 
ness, and  so  far  he  had  played  sncoessfoDy 
his  game  not  to  do  any  business.  He 
would  get  the  general  estimates  and  the 
public-works  estimates  through,  and  that  wae 
all  he  wanted.  If  that  would  sattsfy  the 
honourable  gentleman  it  would  also  satisfy 
them,  and  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  satisfy  the 
country.  Before  going  on  to  say  a  wo^  or 
two  about  the  Volunteers  he  would  like  to 
make  a  remark  about  that  part'  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition's  speech  in  which  he  referred 
to  borrowing.  Of  course,  that  honouraUe 
gentleman  knew  perfectly  well,  and  so  did  the 
House,  that  he  (Mr.  Allen)  had  always  been  a 
strong  opponent  of  borrowing  for  non-produc- 
tive works.  He  would  like  to  ask  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  whether  he  saw  any  reason 
nowadays  to  fear  this  policy  of  borrowing 
very  much.  The  reason  why  he  asked  it  was 
this :  They  had  now  a  Premier  on  the  benches 
who  knew  from  personal  experience  how  to  con- 
serve very  carefully  the  colony's  funds,  and  he 
did  not  think,  therefore,  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  ought  to  be  so  fearful  thai 
the  Premier  would  spend  any  very  large 
amount  of  borrowed  money.  Nor  did  he  think 
they  ought  to  be  so  anxious  about  the  expendi- 
ture of  borrowed  money  when  they  considered 
how  capable  was  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  now  occupied  the  position  of  AUnister  for 
Public  Works.  His  vast  experience  and  his 
great  capabilities  were  now  at  the  service  of  the 
colony,  and  he  was  quite  sure  he  would  protect 
them  from  any  extravagance  or  any  useless 
expenditure  upon  public  works.  They  knew 
that  he  had  already  very  large  experience  in 
public  works,  and  that  he  never  yet,  to  their 
knowledge,  had  committed  any  serious  blunder, 
nor  was  he  likely  to  do  so.  Now,  he  vrished  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  the  Volunteers  and 
the  Defence  Report.  He  agreed  to  a  certain 
extent  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that 
the  report  disclosed  we  were  more  or  less  in 
a  state  of  non-preparedness  ;  but  he  wanted  to 
lay  the  blame  on  the  right  shoulders.  He 
did  not  think  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
intended  to  lay  the  blame  on  the  men  who 
composed  the  Volunteer  Force.  If  he  did,  he 
(Mr.  Allen)  wished  to  join  issue  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  onoe.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  men  who  composed  our  Volun- 
teer Force  were  to  blame  in  the  slightest. 
He  thought  they  had  first-class  material.  It 
was  to  a  very  large  extent  worked  up  to  a  very 
high  degree,  but  there  he  must  stop.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  dioipline  to  a  large  extent  was 
not  good,  and  he  wished  to  say  why,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  not  good.  It  was  not  beiMkuse 
the  company  officers  were  not  capable  of 
establishing  discipline,  but  the  reason  was  that 
there  was  no  organization,  no  control,  no  effort 
to  maintain  discipline  or  to  set  an  example  of 
discipline  in  high  quarters.  Those  who  had 
control  of  the  defences  of  the  colony,  the 
Defence  Minister  and  the  department,  had 
apparently  so  little  concern  in  the  real  in- 
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toresto  of  defence  that  any  attempt  at 
organization  was  destroyed  by  themseWes. 
They  had  had  reports  of  gentlemen  brought 
out  to  advise  us  about  our  defences.  They 
had  been  advised  that  without  organization 
it  was  Qseless;  and  the  Minister  of  Defence 
had  been  advised  to  set  up  some  kind  of  or- 
ganization so  as  to  make  tne  Volunteer  Force 
of  use.  And  with  what  result?  That  the 
organization  set  up  had  been  destroyed  within 
twelve  months.  And  why  ?  Because,  as  hap- 
pened in  nearly  every  department  of  the  service, 
they  could  not  get  clear  of  political  influence. 
He  would  quote  an  instance.  The  instance  he 
was  going  to  quote  had  reference  to  a  southern 
district.  Colonel  Vox  recommended  that  the 
district  should  be  organized — that  South  Otago, 
Southland,  and  Oamaru  should  be  joined  to- 
gether in  one  district  under  one  capable  officer. 
That  officer  was  capable,  because  he  was  an 
Imperial  officer.  That  organization  was  set 
ap,  and  in  twelve  months  it  was  com- 
pletely destroyed.  And  why  ?  The  real  reason 
was  that  political  influence  was  brought  to 
bear  from  Oamaru  to  break  up  the  organization  ; 
and  for  what  reason  ?  Under  that  organiza- 
tion it  was  necessary  there  should  be  only  one 
pcdd  garrison  band.  Perhaps  unfortunately, 
that  garrison  band  was  in  Dunedin.  There 
was  also  a  garrison  band  in  Oamaru  at  one 
time  receiving  capitation.  The  organization  of 
the  district  was  completely  destroyed  for  poli- 
tioal  reasons  by  influence  being  brought  to  bear 
in  order  that  that  Oamaru  band  might  be  again 
constituted  a  garrison  band  and  receive  capita- 
tion. If  that  was  not  a  small  reason  to  destroy 
organization  he  did  not  know  what  a  small 
reason  was.  Influence  was  also  brought  to  bear 
in  Southland  also  to  break  up  organization,  and 
so  it  was  destroyed.  That  was  one  instance  of 
organization  being  destroyed.  The  result  was 
this  :  that  thofie  serving  in  the  Volunteer  ranks 
as  privates,  seeing  there  was  no  effort  made 
to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Force — or 
if  there  was  any  effort  that  it  was  immediately 
destroyed  by  political  influence — did  not  see 
why  they  should  submit  to  discipline  when 
they  did  not  get  an  example  of  discipline  from 
head-quarters.  Now,  he  said,  with  regard  to 
the  men,  that  they  had  first-class  material; 
they  were  to  a  very  large  extent  well  trained. 
They  were  better  trained  here  than  the  Volun- 
teer Force  of  England,  and  he  believed  they 
were  in  a  better  state  of  discipline  ;  but, 
when  one  said  that,  he  said  pretty  well  all 
one  could  say  about  them.    This  report  sug- 

fested  that  they  should  utilise  a  larger  paid 
Permanent  Force.  He  did  not  agree  with  a 
large  increase  of  the  paid  Permanent  Force.  He 
might  be  entirely  wrong,  but  still  ic  did  seem 
to  him  they  had  the  material  that  could  be 
worked  up  quite  efficiently  enough,  at  any  rate, 
to  take  the  field  as  infantry,  and  he  believed 
they  had  material  that  could  be  worked  up  to 
aasist  in  coastal  defence  and  field-battery  work. 
He  said  so  because  he  had  had  some  experience 
of  that  work  himself ;  and,  in  regard  to  the 
instruction  of  Volunteers  in  coastal  defence, 
they  had  here  now  sergeants-major   who,  he 


believed,  were  as  capable  as  any  men  that 
could  be  imported  from  the  Old  Country  to 
instruct  Volunteers,  and  to  undertake  the 
general  duties  of  sergeants-major.  He  was 
aware  that  men  might  be  imported  from  the 
Old  Country  with  newer  experience  and  perhaps 
more  efficient  in  that  respect,  but  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  they  could  get  men  who 
were  more  capable  of  training  the  Volunteers  in 
coastal  battery  work  and  undertaking  the  duty  of 
sergeants -major  and  non-commissioned  officers 
than  some  of  the  men  they  had  at  present. 
That  did  not  refer  to  the  officers.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  spoken  about  that  matter, 
and  he  would  not  follow  him  in  that  respect. 
He  felt  quite  certain  that  one  portion  of  thia 
report  would  be  of  very  great  servioe  if  carried 
out,  and  that  was  that  they  should  seleot  here 
cadets  of  their  own  who  gave  evidence  of  some 
real  interest  in  soldier  work,  and  send  them 
Home  for  further  training,  and  get  them  back 
to  take  the  duties  of  officers,  and  send  them 
back  again  if  necessary  to  refresh  themselves 
with  what  might  be  new  or  necessary  to  learn 
afresh.  That%as  what  was  recommended  in  the 
report,  and  he  believed  it  was  a  good  recommen- 
dation. By  doing  that  they  would  get  officers 
who,  being  trained  sufficiently  as  soldiers,  would 
be  able  to  undertake  the  officering  of  the  Volun- 
teers here.  He  wished  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  with  regard  to  some  recommendations  that 
he  saw  were  put  forth  in  this  report.  He 
wanted  to  refer  to  the  recommendation  the 
Commandant  had  made  in  regard  to  some  of 
the  mounted  corps.  He  recommended  that- 
the  three  cavalry  corps  now  in  existence  in 
New  Zealand  should  be  dispensed  wich.  What 
he  did  wish  to  say  was  this  :  that,  knowing  the 
feeling  of  two  cavalry  forces,  he  was  quite  cer- 
tain that  if  those  two  were  disbanded,  as  they 
would  have  to  be  before  they  were  formed  into 
cavalry  corps,  they  would  not  re-enlist  as 
mounted  infantry.  He  would  not  discuss  the 
policy  of  the  use  of  cavalry,  but  thought  it- 
would  be  a  pity  if  the  colony  lost  the  services 
of  these  cavalry  corps,  which  he  believed  to  be 
the  best-disciplined  and  best  corps  of  the 
colony.  He  did  not  think  a  new  corps  could  be 
enlisted  of  men  who  would  provide  horses  and 
go  to  the  expense  which  each  man  had  to  go 
to  sufficient  to  form  a  mounted  infantry  corps 
to  replace  these  cavalry  corps  if  done  away 
with.  Then,  he  wished  to  speak  about  the  lack 
of  interest  in  this  matter.  The  reason  why  the 
Volunteers  showed  apparently  so  little  interest 
in  the  movement  was  due  to  the  want  of  in- 
terest shown  by  the  department  in  the  Volun- 
teers themselves,  and  he  wished  to  refer  to 
specific  instances.  Volunteers  had  been  in 
camp  in  Dunedin  within  the  last  week.  There 
had  been  a  field  battery  in  camp,  and  it  was 
understood  that  they  would  have  an  Artillery 
Instructor  fresh  out  from  Home  sent  down 
to  instruct  them  in  fieid-batteiy  work,  and 
somebody  was  sent  down  accordingly.  Then, 
when  this  officer  got  there  he  was  asked 
if  he  was  going  into  camp,  and  he  said  he  was 
going  to  stay  at  the  hotel.  He  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  harm  in  his  staying  at 
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an  hotel  if  he  chose  to  do  so.  When  he  oame 
into  camp,  he  was  asked  to  take  the  battery 
and  proceed  to  instruct  it  in  field -battery 
\vork.  But  he  said  he  was  not  going  to 
instuct  it  in  field-battery  work ;  he  had  not 
been  trained  as  a  field-battery  officer;  he 
had  come  out  to  look  after  the  coastal  bat- 
teries and  coastal  defence  generally.  This  in- 
dicated a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
Defence  Department ;  because,  if  a  proper  in- 
terest had  been  shown  in  the  Volunteers  and 
the  camp,  somebody  would  have  been  sent  down 
who  knew  the  work  he  was  to  do,  and  the  work 
would  have  been  done.  In  this  instance  no 
blame  could  be  put  on  the  non-commissioned 
officer,  who  was  sent  down  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, no  doubt ;  but  the  lack  of  in- 
terest had  led  to  the  state  of  things  that 
had  occurred,  and  the  battery  had  lost  the 
services  of  an  instructor.  Then,  there  was  the 
question  of  ammunition.  The  Volunteers  had 
suffered  long  enough  from  the  wretched  am- 
munition supplied  to  them,  and  this  was  an- 
other cause  that  was  ruining  the  Volunteer 
movement.  You  could  not  expAt  men  to 
show  that  interest  in  their  work  or  to  become 
efficient  rifle-shots  if  they  had  put  into  their 
hands  ammunition  that  they  could  not  pos- 
sibly rely  on.  He  did  not  know  where  exactly 
to  lay  the  blame  for  a  state  of  things  that  had 
been  in  existence  for  some  time,  but  the  blame 
must  rest  very  largely  on  the  Government. 
Under  the  contract  for  the  making  of  the  car- 
tridges the  Government  supplied  the  powder, 
and  they  could  not  expect  cartridges  of  any 
reliability  to  be  furnished  from  powder  that 
had  been  laying  in  the  stores  for  years,  as 
he  was  informed  this  powder  had  been  laying. 
If  the  Government  were  under  contract  to  sup- 

gly  the  powder,  then  the  contractor  could,  if 
e  desired,  make  use  of  the  excuse,  '*  Well,  I 
make  the  thing  up  all  right,  but  the  stuff  given 
to  me  by  the  Government  is  not  good,  and  if  I 
do  not  make  proper  cartridges  it  is  not  my 
fault.''  He  did  not  say  that  it  was  so,  but  it 
would  be  a  reasonable  thing  for  him  to  say ;  and 
unlcRS  the  Government  would  bring  this  con- 
tract to  a  termination,  or  do  something  to  see 
that  the  supply  of  ammunition  was  better  than 
it  had  been  for  years  past,  without  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt  the  Volunteers  in  New  Zealand 
would  lose  all  interest  in  shooting,  and  great 
hflurm  would  be  done  to  the  Volunteer  Force. 
There  was  another  matter  t<o  which  he  would 
draw  attention— that  was,  it  was  complamed 
that  the  Volunteers  were  of  no  service  to  the 
country  because  most  of  their  drills  were  per- 
formed in  a  drillshed  instead  of  outside,  under 
something  like  service  conditions.  But  if 
sufficient  encouragement  were  given  to  Volun- 
teers^ to  go  outside  and  work  under  service 
conditions  they  would  be  only  too  willing  to  do 
so,  because  they  really  did  want  to  make  them- 
selves efficient,  a  thing  which  under  present 
conditions  was  utterly  impossible.  Here  again 
there  was  an  absolute  lack  of  interest  in  the 
Volunteer  movement  which  would  prove  the 
ruination  of  the  whole  system.  The  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  recognised  the  necessity 
Mr.  J.  Allen 


there  was  for  some  outdoor  drill  and  oat 
door  firing  exercise ;  but  they  did  not  dis- 
play any  energy  in  putting  within  the  reaeik 
of  the  Volunteers  sufficient  means  of  having 
outdoor  firing  work,  consequently  it  was  not 
carried  on.  The  reason  was  that,  alihongh 
the  Government  had  supplied  some  of  then 
wretched  cartridges  for  firing,  yet  the  VoloDr 
teers  were  given  no  facilities  whatever  in  the 
way  of  ranges  for  carrying  out  the  practice. 
There  were  no  ranges  that  he  knew  of  in  the 
large  centres  where  the  Volunteers  oould  make 
use  of  the  ammunition  that  was  supplied  to 
them  for  outdoor  field-work ;  neither  was  ihete 
any  place  near  Dunedin — which  was  the  place 
he  spoke  of — where  they  had  facilities  Cor 
carrying  out  this  field-work;  and  unless  the 
Defence  Department  would  put  their  shonldsn 
to  the  wheel  and  provide  more  means  for  exer- 
cises of  the  kind  they  could  not  lay  the  blame 
on  the  Volunteers  for  not  rendering  them- 
selves efficient  in  the  practical  outdoor  work. 
If  facilities  were  given  he  was  sure  the  Volim- 
teers  would  be  very  glad  to  render  themeelves 
efficient  both  in  field  exeroises  and  in  fire  dis- 
cipline. With  regard  to  some  portions  of  the 
Commandant's  report,  he  looked  upon  it  with 
very  great  pleasure.  They  never  had  had  any 
commissariat  arrangements  or  field -hospital 
arrangements  or  medical  arrangements.  The 
new  Commandant  had  recommended  to  the 
Government  that  arrangements  should  be 
made  in  those  directions,  and  he  would  like  to 
know  from  the  Defence  Minister  whether  the 
Government  were  prepared  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  Volunteers  reliable  ammnnitioD, 
to  place  facilities  in  their  way  for  using  this  am- 
munition in  field-work  and  firing  exercises,  and 
whether  they  intended  to  adopt  that  portion  of 
the  report  which  provided  for  some  oonunis- 
sariat  and  hospital  arrangements.  It  would 
greatly  encourage  the  Volunteers  generally  if 
the  Government  were  prepared  to  adopt  these 
suggestions.  He  would  also  like  to  aak — ^and 
perhaps  this  was  the  main  question  of  all— 
whether  the  Defence  Ministerintended  to  adopt 
not  only  the  suggestion  of  the  present  Com- 
mander, but  of  the  late  one  also,  with  regard  to 
organization.  If  he  did  not  do  so,  then  be 
said  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that 
the  expenditure,  or  most  of  it,  was  absolutely 
useless.  The  Volunteers  had  been  begging 
and  praying  for  organization  as  long  as  he 
had  been  in  the  Force ;  and  it  was  a  disgmee, 
and  a  wilful  waste  of  money  that  was  not  con- 
sistent with  the  name  of  Englishmen,  that  the 
movement  should  be  in  the  condition  it  was  in 
at  the  present  time.  The  blame  was  not  on 
the  men  in  the  ranks,  nor  on  the  officers  com- 
manding companies  or  districts,  but  it  rested 
entirely  on  those  who  had  charge  of  the  De- 
fence Department,  who  would  not  accept  the 
recommendations  of  the  men  they  had  brou^t 
here,  and  paid  to  come  out  and  advise  them  on 
these  matters.  But  these  men  had  been  driven 
out  of  office;  they  were  skilled  men,  capable 
of  advising,  but  they  had  been  driven  out  of 
office,  for  what  reason  he  knew  not.  He  did 
not  know  what  kind  of  position  the  new  Corn- 
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mandaDt  was  in,  but  he  hoped  that  these 
recommendations  which  had  been  sent  in 
by  the  Commandants  of  the  Defence  Office 
10  0  ^^^^^  ^  adopted  and  pat  into  effect, 
'  and  the  Volunteer  Force  put  on  a  foot- 
ing of  comparative  efficiency,  and  then  they 
would  be  able  to  say  that  they  had  some  good 
oat  of  their  money.  He  hoped  they  would  not 
be  compelled— but  unless  something  were  done 
they  would  be  compelled — to  adopt  a  method 
of  a  paid  Force  altogether ;  but  they  were  very 
fast  coming  to  that.  He  saw  there  was  a  great 
step  taken  in  the  recommendations  by  the 
present  Commandant  in  the  direction  of  a 
<x>mpletely  paid  Force.  He  recommended 
that  the  Permanent  Artillery  should  be  so  in- 
-creased  as  to  enable  them  to  man  the  whole 
of  the  guns  in  the  batteries;  and  he  went 
even  further  than  that — although  in  a 
somewhat  hesitating  way — when  he  recom- 
mended that  the  permanent  men  should 
also  be  put  in  charge  of  the  field  batteries, 
which  he  advised  should  be  secured  from  the 
Old  Country.  Should  that  be  done  they  would 
have  a  very  considerable  step  taken  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  paid  Force,  when  the  whole  of  the 
coastal  and  field  batteries  in  the  large  centres 
would  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Perma- 
nent Artillery.  He  (Mr.  Allen)  believed  there 
were  ample  brains  and  any  amount  of  willing- 
ness in  the  men  at  present  in  the  Volunteer 
Force  to  give  very  great  assistance  —  very 
much  greater  than  the  Commandant  at  pre- 
sent realised — in  the  manning  and  fighting  of 
the  coastal  batteries ;  and  certainly  they  were 
-capable,  under  sufficient  instruction  and  or- 
ganization, to  largely  assist  to  man  the  field 
batteries.  He  hoped  the  Commandant,  when  he 
had  had  time  to  see  a  little  more  of  what  the 
Volunteers  were,  and  what  the  material  was — 
ready  and  willing  to  be  turned  into  efficient 
material — would  modify  his  views  with  regard 
to  BO  large  an  increase  of  a  practically  paid 
Force,  and  rely  on  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
country,  who  would  volunteer  thismselves  to 
assist  in  defence  in  case  of  need.  He  was  cer- 
tain the  general  intelligence  of  the  Volunteers 
in  the  ranks  was  such  that  a  great  deal  more 
.could  be  made  out  of  them  than  most  people 
thought,  and  it  would  take  very  little  time  to 
bring  the  Force  to  a  more  or  less  state  of 
efficiency  if  proper  encouragement  were  given 
to  it,  and  if  an  example  were  set  of  discipline 
from  the  head  of  the  department  itself ;  and  he 
felt  certain  the  Commandant  himself  would  re- 
cognize that  we  might  avail  ourselves  of  those 
who  were  willing  for  very  small  pay — and  it  was 
▼ery  small  —  to  offer  their  services,  as  they 
should,  to  protect  their  country  in  case  of  need. 
He  believed  there  was  a  great  opportunity  for 
the  present  Minister  of  Defence  if  he  remained 
in  office ;  and  he  hoped  before  that  honourable 
gentleman  went  out  of  office  be  would  hand  his 
name  down  as  the  Defence  Minister  who  placed 
under  proper  organization  the  Defence  Force  of 
-the  colony,  and  permitted  the  colony  to  avail 
itself  of  the  use  of  its  men  and  the  means  at 
its  disposal,  so  as  not  to  waste  the  large  amount 
•of  money  now  being  expended  on  the  defences. 


Amendment  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Speaker  leave  the 
chair, 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  it  must  be  in- 
creasingly evident  day  by  day  that,  although 
the  Premier  migbt  claim  a  nominal  majority  in 
the  House,  he  had  lost  its  confidence,  and  that, 
from  mistrust,  throughout  the  country  the 
Qovernment  were  beginning  to  be  viewed  almost 
with  contempt.  They  were  now  more  than 
half-way  through  this  second  session  of  1897, 
and  they  had  done  of  good  work  practically 
nothing,  and  the  blame  for  that  was  attribut- 
able to  one  man  in  the  House — the  Premier, 
lb  would  have  been  better — and  probably  the 
Premier  himself  would  now  admit  it  —  had 
he  not  interfered  with  the  course  of  parlia- 
mentary business ;  it  would  have  been  better 
had  he  gone  on  his  mission  to  England  and 
allowed  Parliament  to  assemble  in  June,  under 
the  charge  even  of  his  incompetent  colleagues, 
than  to  have,  through  his  egregious  egotism, 
postponed  their  meeting  till  an  unseasonable 
time  of  year,  to  be  involved  in  the  confusion 
they  were  now  in.  What  was  this  attributable 
to  ?  To  mismanagement,  and  nothing  else,  on 
the  part  of  the  Premier.  The  Premier  pro- 
tracted the  first  debate  of  the  session  on  the 
Address  in  Reply,  and  during  its  course  had 
evaded  every  opportunity  for  information  sought 
by  members  in  this  House  arising  from  the 
many  matters  which  had  arisen  during  the 
unusually  long  interval  between  the  regular 
sessions ;  and  following  on  that,  with  a  view  to 
influencing  an  election  that  was  coming  off,  he 
had  laid  upon  the  table  the  most  portentous 
and  pretentious  Budget  ever  inflicted  on  the 
colony ;  and  in  connection  with  it  the  Premier 
had  allowed  the  debate  upon  it  to  be  con- 
tinued for  several  weeks,  to  the  exclv^ion 
of  information  that  members  had  a  right 
to  expect  during  the  ordinary  course  of  every 
afternoon  but  one  in  the  week,  when  local  Bills 
were  supposed  to  be  taken,  but  were  not.  If 
the  Premier  excluded  such  opportunities  for  in- 
formation as  the  Standing  Orders  were  under- 
stood to  give,  then  the  Premier  must  expect 
that  members  would  take  such  opportunities  to 
obtain  information  as  were  afforded  them  by 
protracted  sittings  in  Committee,  and  other 
methods.  What  had  been  the  Premier's  tactics 
that  very  day  ?  The  Premier  had  come  down 
and  said  in  the  most  specious  manner  that  the 
Government  were  not  prepared  to  answer  ques- 
tions. That  was  not,  he  took  leave  to  say, 
the  true  state  of  things.  It  would  have  been 
perfectly  easy  for  the  Government  to  have 
answered  questions  in  the  ordinary  course,  and 
the  House  would  probably  just  as  soon  have 
got  into  Supply  to-night.  But  so  ill  did  the 
Premier  understand  how  to  govern  the  House 
that  he  had  a  posse  of  supporters  ready  to 
jump  up  as  soon  as  the  motion  was  put  that 
the  Speaker  leave  the  chair,  each  one  com- 
peting with  the  other  to  move  an  irrelevant 
amendment,  so  as  probably  to  prevent  a 
specific  amendment  oeing  moved  from  the 
Opposition  side.  The  result  was  that  the 
whole  of  the  afternoon  and  evening  had  been 
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taken  up  with  a  disoussion  which  would  have 
come  more  appropriately  on  the  publio-works 
estimates.  After  ten  o'clock  at  night,  then, 
they  were  still  on  the  question  which  had 
been  pat  from  the  Chair  shortly  after  half-past 
two,  and,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston,  this  procedure  was 
evidently  dictated  by  a  wish  to  get  through  a 
particular  depcurtment  of  the  estimates  in  the 
absence  of  an  honourable  member  who  was 
understood  to  have  intimated  his  intention 
of  ventilating  some  grievances  connected  with 
that  department.  He  (Mr.  O.  Hutchison)  was 
going  to  take  that  opportunity  of  referring  to 
what  he  considered  to  be  some  grievances, 
and  the  Premier  must  expect  that,  as  often 
as  opportunities  occurred  in  this  way,  they 
would  be  taken  advantage  of  by  members  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  to  refer  to 
subjects  which  they  had  not  the  ordinary 
and  legitimate  opportunities  to  refer  to. 
He  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison)  had  upon  the  Order 
Paper  early  in  the  session  a  resolution 
with  reference  to  the  independence  of  the 
Judicial  Bench.  Of  course,  it  was  blocked. 
Every  motion  he  made  was  blocked;  but  the 
subject  of  every  such  motion  would  assuredly 
be  brought  forward  for  discussion  in  some  way 
or  other.  Of  that  the  Premier  might  feel  sure. 
That  motion,  which  he  could  not,  according  to 
the  rules  of  debate,  now  move,  after  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
had  been  negatived,  was  a  motion  on  which  he 
could  have  claimed  the  support  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  and  his  honourable  colleague 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  so  far — at  any  rate,  as 
the  expression  of  their  views  when  in  Oppo- 
sition could  be  said  to  commit  honourable 
members.    That  motion  read  as  follows  : — 

*'  (1.)  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  colony  that 
all  classes  of  the  community  should  have  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  impartial  and  fearless 
administration  of  justice  in  the  Courts  of  the 
colony.  (2.)  That,  apart  from  the  personal 
character  of  the  Judges,  it  is  essential,  in 
order  to  inspire  the  community  with  that  con- 
fidence, that  the  Judges  should  be  independ- 
ent, and  absolutely  free  from  any  possible 
Executive  or  political  influence.  (3.)  That  the 
tenure  of  office  of  District  Court  Judges,  and 
of  Magistrates  with  extended  jurisdiction, 
should  be  during  ability  and  good  behaviour, 
and  not,  as  at  present,  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  Executive.  (4.)  That  the  salaries  of  such 
Judges  and  Magistrates  should  be  fixed  by  Act 
of  Parliament." 

He  thought  these  propositions  were  such  as 
should  command  almost  universal  support.  He 
would  ask  members  to  recall  the  passing  of 
the  Magistrates  Act  a  few  years  ago.  That 
Act,  as  it  passed  the  House,  gave  independence 
tu  those  Magistrates  who  were  to  exercise  ex- 
tended jurisdiction,  but  by  an  afterthought  the 
^linistry  of  the  day — the  present  Ministry — 
recalled  the  Bill  and  introduced  an  amend- 
ment which  brought  the  Magistrates  back 
under  the  control  of  the  Executive.  That  was 
a  most  significant  change,  indicating,  even 
Mr.  G.  Hutchison 


after  Parliament  had  set  its  seal — so  far  as 
indicated  by  the  first,  second,  and  third  read- 
ings of  a  Bill  —  in  a  particular  direction, 
that  the  Gk>vemment  went  back  on  the  will 
of  Parliament  and  insisted  on  retaining  the 
control  of  the  Magistrates  in  the  colony. 
He  had  said  that  these  propositions  he 
had  read  should  command  iJmost  universal 
support.  Besides  the  principle  indicated  by 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  he  had  referred  to,  a 
resolution  was  passed  in  another  place  almoft 
identical  in  terms  with  those  of  the  resolotion 
he  had  read.  Then,  in  the  course  of  a  case 
which  occurred  in  the  colony  not  very  long  ago 
afiecting  the  independence  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  one  of  those  who  sat  in  judg- 
ment gave  expression  to  views  which,  he 
thought,  could  claim  the  approval  of  every 
thinking  person  in  the  colony.  He  should 
preface  the  quotation  by  saying  that  the  point 
in  contest  before  the  Court  was  the  position  of 
a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  whom  no 
salary  had  been  appropriated  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment.   The  quotation  was : — 

"A  Judge  who  is  dependent  upon  the  Minis- 
try of  the  day  for  the  payment  of  any  salary, 
and  has  to  come  before  Parliament  as  a  sup- 
pliant to  ask  that  a  salary  be  given  him, 
occupies  a  position  of  the  greatest  depend- 
ence ;  no  Judge  so  placed  could  propedy 
exercise  the  duties  of  his  office." 

When  the  case  was  taken  to  the  highest 
Court  of  Appeal — the  Privy  Council — Lord 
Herschel,  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Courts 
said, — 

**  Their  Lordships  need  not  dwell  on  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  the  independence  of 
the  Judges ;  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  what- 
ever disadvantages  may  attach  to  such  a  system, 
the  public  gain  is,  on  the  whole,  great.  It  tends 
to  secure  an  impartial  and  fearless  administra- 
tion of  justice,  and  acts  as  a  salutary  safeguard 
against  arbitrary  action  of  the  Executive." 

In  the  result  the  independence  of  the 
Supreme  Court  Bench  was  maintained.  He 
would  next  refer  to  the  position  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  Judges  of  the  colony.  He  would 
indicate  the  importance  of  their  position  by 
referring  to  the  jurisdiction  they  exercise.  The 
original  jurisdiction,  granted  in  1858,  was  only 
£100.  In  1886  it  was  increased  to  £200.  In 
1893  it  was  further  increased  to  £500,  inclading 
questions  both  legal  and  equitable.  Any  action 
might  by  consent  be  tried  in  the  District  Court. 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  might  in  cer- 
tain cases  depute  their  powers  to  the  District 
Court.  On  the  criminal  side  of  the  Court 
jurisdiction  was  given  to  try  cases  where  the 
punishment  for  the  offence  did  not  exceed 
seven  years.  The  bankruptcy  jurisdiction  was 
coextensive  with  that  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  it  was  the  same  with  reference  to  probate 
cases.  The  District  Court  had  jurisdiction  to 
hear  and  determine  appeals  from  Justices,  to- 
deal  with  the  winding-up  of  joint-stock  com- 
panies and  mining  companies,  and  to  adjudi- 
cate in  certain  compensation  cases,  and  m 
appeals  from  the  Wardens*  Courts.  Trial  by 
jury  was  a  matter  of  right  in  the  District 
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Ooart.  The  Judges  who  ezeroised  such  im- 
portent  and  eztensive  powers  were  paid  as 
follows:  Districfe  Judge  Ward,  who  acted 
as  Distriot  Judge  only,  had  £900,  voted 
annuallj ;  Distriot  Judge  Robinson,  who 
acted  also  as  Stipendiary  Magistrate  and 
Registrar  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Nelson 
had  £560,  also  voted  annually ;  District 
Judge  Kettle,  who  had  three  districts  under 
his  charge,  and  was  also  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate and  Registrar  of  the  Supreme  Court 
at  Wanganui,  had  £500,  also  voted  annually, 
less  5  per  cent,  deducted  under  the  Act  of  1886. 
With  reference  to  the  last-named,  he  might 
mention  that  when,  a  few  years  ago,  his  duties 
as  Magistrate  were  extended  to  include  the 
duties  of  Distriot  Judge,  the  increase  of  salary 
was  the  magnificent  sum  of  £25  a  year. 
These  salaries  compared  unfavourably  with 
the  salaries  paid  to  District  Judges  some 
years  ago.  In  1878  the  lowest  salarv  paid 
to  a  District  Judge  was  £700,  and  the  highest 
was  £1,000.  Now,  it  was  self-evident  that  such 
a  position  of  things  was  not  fair  to  the  Judges  of 
the  District  Court  Bench,  nor  satisfactory  to 
the  colony.  He  would  not  illustrate  the  posi- 
tion firom  anything  that  had  occurred  in  their 
midst,  but  would  refer  to  an  incident  in  the 
neighbouring  Colony  of  Victoria,  when  a  County 
Court  Judge,  exercising  much  the  same  powers 
as  did  the  District  Judges  in  New  Zealand,  had 
before  him  in  his  bankruptcy  jurisdiction  an 
application  for  discharge  by  the  brother  of  a 
former  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 
During  the  reading  of  an  affidavit  in  support  of 
the  discharge  of  that  person,  the  Judge  pro- 
tested against  the  unfairness  and  injustice  of 
a  Judge  in  his  position,  dependent  for  his  salary 
upon  the  annual  votes  of  Parliament,  being 
compelled  to  decide  cases  in  which  members 
of  the  Legislature  or  their  friends  were  deeply 
interested.    This  Judge  said, — 

**They  are  not  independent  of  politicians. 
Their  salaries  can  be  reduced  20  or  80  per  cent,  or 
more ;  and  in  a  case  like  this,  involving  £600,000 
of  debts,  and  where  no  dividends  have  been  paid, 
and  where  an  insolvent  is  supported  by  strong 
political  influence,  .  .  .  and  where  the 
person  making  the  application  for  the  certificate 
was  at  one  time  head  of  my  department  and 
may  be  head  of  it  again,  it  would  be  much  more 
satisfactory  if  the  application  was  made  to  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  is  perfectly 
independent  of  politicians  and  their  friends, 
and  which  could  decide  fairly,  without  any  fear 
of  consequences.    .    .     ." 

He  further  said,  "  In  several  cases  in  this 
Court  I  have  had  the  unpleasant  duty  of  deal- 
ing with  politicians  or  their  friends,  and  I 
know  that  one  makes  enemies  by  doing  it." 

He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  would  proceed  to  one 
instance  which  he  thought  disclosed  how  Min- 
isters might  and  did  interfere  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  that  department 
of  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate  when  acting  as 
Chairman  of  the  Licensing  Coomiittee  of  the 
district  in  which  he  was  stationed.  In  the 
session  of  1895,  on  the  motion  of  a  member  of 
the  House,  an  order  was  made  for  the  pro- 
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dnction  of  aU  the  correspondence  in  connec- 
tion with  what  was  known  as  the  Lawliss  oase. 
A  return  was  made,  but  as  it  appeared  in  the 
Appendices  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  f  of 
Representatives  it  was  a  most  confused  and 
incomplete  return.  He  proposed  now  to  make 
that  return  complete  in  the  sequence  of  events, 
so  as  to  allow  honourable  members  to  draw 
their  own  deductions  as  to  whether  the  Ex- 
ecutive, through  the  Premier  himself,  had 
acted  properly.  Constable  Lawliss,  who  had 
been  stationed  at  Napier,  was  dismissed  from 
the  Police  Force  for  certain  conduct,  and  was- 
duly  gazetted  as  dismissed  from  the  service,  on 
the  12th  February  wrote  to  Colonel  Hume,  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  in  Wellington,  as  fol- 
lows :— 

**  Dannevirke,  12th  February,  1895. 

"  Sib, — With  reference  to  my  dismissal  from 
the  Police  Force  on  the  80th  January  last,  I 
would  beg  to  state  that  I  tendered  my  resigna- 
tion on  the  2drd  January  while  I  was  suspended , 
but  no  notice  appears  to  have  beei#taken  of  it. 
With  regard  to  my  pleading  *  Guilty'  to  tho 
charge  for  which  I  was  dismissed,  I  was  advised 
by  Inspector  Emerson,  who  even  wrote  me  a 
copy  of  my  plea  of  *  Guilty,'  telling  me  at  the 
time  that  I  would  be  more  leniently  dealt  with 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  also  save 
the  department  the  expense  of  inquiry.  I  was 
therefore  misled  by  my  Inspector,  and  wrote 
an  admission  which  appears  to  have  deprived 
me  of  the  right  of  resigning,  or  one  penny  com- 
pensation, which,  to  say  the  least,  seems  a 
more  severe  punishment  than  the  offence  de» 
served,  after  a  service  of  nearly  fifteen  years,, 
which  was  served  with  only  a  reprimand. 

"Please  inform  me  if  I  am  entitled  to  a- 
discharge,  or  anything  that  would  enable  me 
to  join  some  of  the  Forces  in  the  Australian 
Colonies  ;  also,  whether  the  police  would  raise 
any  objection  to  me  holding  a  publican's  license 
in  this  Island. — I  remain,  &o., 

"E.   J.   liAWIilSS. 

"  The  Commissioner  of  Police." 

The  Commissioner's  reply  was  in  these 
terms : — 

"Police  Department 
(Commissioner's  Office),  Wellington, 
16th  February,  1895. 

*'  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12tb 
instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  you  are 
labouring  under  some  delusion  as  regards  com- 
pensation, as  members  of  the  Police  Force  who- 
resign  are  not  entitled  to  compensation.  I  am, 
of  course,  quite  in  ignorance  as  to  what  In- 
spector Emerson  may  or  may  not  have  said  U> 
you,  but  the  evidence  forwarded  by  him  here 
was  of  so  conclusive  a  kind  that  it  would  have 
been  only  a  farce  your  pleading  anything  but 
*  Guilty.'  As  regards  your  query  re  a  discharge, 
I  have  to  inform  yoq  that,  having  been  dis. 
missed,  you  are  not  entitled  to  a  certificate  of 
discharge,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  the  police 
would  raise  any  objection  to  your  holding  a> 

fublican's  license  in  any  part  of  the  colony. — 
am,  &o.,  "  A.  H.  HxTio:, 

Commissioner  of  Police. 
**  Mr.  E.  J.  Lawliss,  Dannevirke. 
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In  March  of  the  same  year  LawUss  arranged 
to  huy  into  a  hotel  near  Dannevirke,  and  on 
the  26th  applied  to  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
«t  Falmergton  North,  who  was  Chairman  of 
the  liicenBing  Committee  of  the  district,  for  a 
oertifioate  of  character  under  "  The  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Sale  Control  Act,  1895,"  as  follows  :— 
«*  Weber.  26bh  Maroh,  1895. 

"DxAB  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  ioform 
you  that  I  am  an  applicant  for  a  temporary 
transfer  of  a  publican's  license  for  the  Boycbl 
Oak  Hotel,  Weber,  from  Mr.  Denis  Ryan,  the 
present  holder  of  the  license,  and  respectfully 
torward  copy  of  certificate  for  your  signature. 
— I  am,  (fee, 

**E.   J.   LAWIJ88. 

**  The  Chairman,  Licensing  Committee.'* 

The  certificate  of  character,  signed  by  a 
Stipendiary  Magistrate,  is  required  in  the  fol- 
lowing form : — 

"  I,  the  undersigoed  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 
do  hereby  certify  that  A.B.  is  a  person  of  good 
fame  and  wputation,  and  fit  and  proper  to 
have  granted  to  him  a  publican's  license. 
"  CD., 
Stipendiary  Magistrate." 

Such  a  certificate  necessarily  implied  some 
knowledge  of  the  applicant,  direct  or  implied, 
and  also  implied  responsibility.  The  Stipen- 
-diary  Magistrate,  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
practice,  sent  the  application  to  Napier  for  the 
report  of  the  Inspector  of  Police  there.  Some 
three  weeks  afterwards  Inspector  Emerson 
returned  the  application  with  the  following 
report : — 

*•  19th  April,  1895. 

*'  I  cannot  express  an  opinion  as  to  this  man's 
fitness  to  conduct  an  hotel.  He  was  dismissed 
from  the  Force  for  immoral  conduct. 

"John  Emebson. 

"  Mr.  Stanford,  S.M." 

On  the  8th  May  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 
whose  other  duties  seemed  to  have  caused  some 
delay  in  dealing  with  the  application,  informed 
Lawliss  that  he  refused  to  give  him  a  certifi- 
oate  of  character.  Thereupon  Lawliss  went 
at  once  to  Wellington  and  interviewed  the 
Premier,  with  a  view  of  inducing  him  to  bring 
his  influence  to  bear  upon  the  Magistrate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  absolutely  incorrect. 
I  never  saw  Lawliss,  and  Lawliss  never  came 
to  Wellington  and  saw  me.  You  are  reading 
that  as  though  it  was  from  a  report.  It  is 
monstrous. 

Mr.  HALLrJONES.— Is  that  another  ficti- 
tious  report  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  he  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  suggest  that  what  he 
was  reading  from  was  a  fictitious  report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—I  did  not  hear  that.  Which 
honourable  member  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  The  Minister  for 
Public  Works. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.  —  I  asked  if  it  was  a 
fictitious  report. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  would  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  it  was  not  a  fictitious  report. 
How  this  mission  of  Lawliss  to  Wellington 
succeeded  might  be  inferred  from  what  he  was 
Mr,  Q,  Hutchuon 


about  to  read.  Hero  was  the  telegram  from 
the  Commissioner  of  PoUoa  to  Inspector  Eimar- 
son: — 

**  Wellington,  10th  May,  1895. 

"Bx-Gonstable  Lawliss  is  applying  for  a 
license  for  a  bush -house  in  the  Napier  diatriet, 
and  I  understand  the  police  are  opposing  it. 
Why?  Is  it  because  he  was  dismisMd  from 
the  Force  ?  If  so,  this  looks  like  perseeation. 
If  necessary,  let  the  Committee  know  why  he 
was  dismissed  from  the  Foroe ;  but  it  appean 
to  me  that  he  should  not  be  hounded  down. 
Immediate  action  should  be  taken,  aa  the  caaa 
is  to  be  decided  on  fourteenth.  I  hope  yon 
will  be  able  to  see  your  way  to  withdraw  the 
objection. 

'*  A.  H.  HcxB,  Oommiasioner. 

"  Inspector  Emerson,  Napier." 

The  '*  hope  "  expressed  in  that  oommuniea- 
tion  was,  it  would  be  observed,  from  the  same 
official  who  three  months  before  considered  it 
a  ''farce"  for  Lawliss  to  plead  other  than 
"Guilty"  to  the  charge  which  resulted  in  his 
dismissal  from  the  Foroe.  Inspector  Emerson 
appeared  to  have  been  away  from  Napier  on 
the  day  the  telegram  arrived;  but  the  con- 
stable in  charge  sent  on  the  same  day  the 
following  telegram  to  the  Commissioner : — 

"  Please  instruct  me  what  you  wish  me  to 
do." 

The  Commissioner  then  sent  the  following 
telegram  to  Mr.  Stanford  : — 

"  nth  May,  1896. 
'*  A.  L.  Stanford,  Esq.,  S.M., 
Palmerston  North." 

"  The  Defence  Minister  wishes  me  to  invite 
your  attention  to  the  case  of  ex-Constable  £. 
J.  Lawliss,  who  is  applying  for  a  publican's 
license,  but  I  understand  it  is  likely  to  be  re- 
fused because  he  was  dismissed  from  the 
police." 

And  here  he  would  ask.  Who  was  the  Defence 
Minister?  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  a  minute  or  two  ago  denied  that  he  had 
interfered  with  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
I  denied  that  Lawliss  came  to  Wellington  and 
saw  me,  and  that  the  memorandum  was  the 
result  of  such  interview. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said,  possibly  Lawliss 
did  not  see  the  Premier — the  Premier's  time 
was,  no  doubt,  much  taken  up — but  his  appli- 
cation, no  doubt,  reached  the  Minister,  who 
Instructed  the  Commissioner  of  Police  to  write 
the  telegram  which  proceeded  as  follows : — 

"  Inspector  Emerson  is  at  Galatea,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  communicate  with  him,  and  do 
not  know  what  he  reported ;  but  it  seems  that 
Lawliss  paid  the  penalty  of  his  improper  con- 
duct by  being  dismissed,  and,  if  the  police  ace 
going  to  hound  him  down  and  prevent  his  ob- 
taining a  livelihood,  it  looks  like  persecution; 
and  I  trust  you  will  take  these  matters  into 
favourable  consideration  before  deciding  the 
matter  on  fourteenth. 

"A.  H.  HuiCB,  Commissioner." 

Such  a  communication  as  this  must  be  oon- 
sidered  under  any  circumstances  as  impn^er 
to  be  addressed  to  a  Magistrate,  bat  it  was 
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wona  in  the  oironmstanoeB  of  the  Defence 
Minieter— otherwise  the  Premier — inviting  a 
Magistrate  to  reverse  his  jadgment  on  a  matter 
•of  character. 

The  Stipendiaiy  Magistrate  immediately  sent 
the  following  reply : — 

"  Palmerston  North,  11th  May,  1895. 

*'  Police  report  Lawliss  was  '  dismissed  from 
the  Force  for  immorality.'  Hardly  see  how  I 
<san  do  otherwise  than  refuse  certificate  with 
euch  a  report  before  me.  Know  nothing  of  the 
-ciroumBtanoes. 

•  "  B.  L.  Stanford. 

**  To  the  Oommissioner  of  Police, 
Wellington.'* 

On  the  same  day  the  constable  in  charge 
4kt  Napier  wrote  to  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
to  the  effect  that  the  police  did  not  desire 
to  continue  their  objection  to  Lawliss.  But  he 
^Mr.  Hutohisou)  found  it  impossible,  by  reason 
of  the  time-limit  under  the  Standing  Orders,  to 
finish  reeiding  the  correspondence.  He  had 
only  time  on  this  occasion  to  summarise  the 
iaotB  by  mentioning  that  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  under  the  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  through  the  police,  reversed  his 
determination  not  to  grant  the  certificate 
which  was  necessary  for  Lawliss  to  possess 
before  he  could  apply  for  a  publican's  license. 
Nothing  was  said,  either  by  the  police  or 
the  Magistrate,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Li- 
oensing  Committee  as  to  the  remarkable 
occurrences  that  had  been  detailed,  and 
the  license  accordingly  was  granted.  There 
was  more  to  be  said  on  this  subject,  but  the 
limit  of  a  half-hour's  speech  precluded  him 
{Mr.  Hutchison)  from  following  the  subject  fur- 
ther on  the  present  occasion.  But,  undoubt- 
odly,  other  opportunities  would  occur  to  deal 
with  the  subject  of  Ministerial  interference 
vvith  the  administration  of  justice. 

. .  Q  Mr.  SBDDON  said  the  situation  was 
'  somewhat  unique.  Members  would 
recollect  that  during  the  session  from  time  to 
time  the  Opposition  had  claimed  that  an 
opportunity  should  be  given  to  them  for  venti- 
lating what  they  called  their  grievances,  and 
it  had  been  said  that  the  Government  had 
taken  an  undue  advantage  of  the  Standing 
Orders  by  going  into  Supply  on  Tuesdays  to 
evade  the  ventilating  of  these  grievances. 
Now,  he  undertook  to  say  that  if  they  had  the 
voice  of  the  country  in  respect  of  the  ventila- 
tion of  these  grievances  they  would  say  it  was 
a  very  good  thing,  and  would  commend  the 
-Government  and  thank  those  who  so  altered 
their  Standing  Orders  as  to  provide  against 
these  discreditable  proceedings.  He  was  told 
that  if  they  had  answered  questions  this 
afternoon  the  Committee  would  have  been  in 
Supply  earlier  than  they  would  be  now.  He 
undertook  to  say  that  if  they  had  answered 
-questions,  and  those  questions  had  taken  until 
four  o'clock,  they  would  have  been  ventilating 
^evanoes  from  four  o'clock  until  half -past 
five,  and  to  block  business  the  Opposition 
would  have  started  at  half-past  seven  and 
'Ventilated  gnevanoes  till  half-past  five  to- 
morrow morning.    That  was  the  position  they 


would  have  been  in ;  and  after  that  they  would 
have  been  told  it  was  wrong  for  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  to  force  the  estimates  through,  and  that 
they  wanted  time  to  discuss  the  items,  and 
that  the.  Premier  had  put  on  the  boots  in  his 
most  brutal  manner,  and  was  forcing  the  esti- 
mates through  the  House  without  due  con- 
sideration. He  said  they  had  adopted  a  wise 
course.  He  was  pleased  they  were  not  in  a 
position  this  afternoon  to  answer  questions; 
and  he  was  satisfied  n^w  that  they  would 
go  into  the  estimates  and  do  good  work 
for  the  country  before  they  went  away  home. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that.  It 
had  been  asserted  time  after  time  that  they 
were  there  to  talk.  They  were  there  to  do  what 
was  just  to  the  country,  and  in  anything  thsj 
said  there  should  be  something  to  commend  it 
to  the  good  sense  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  They  had  just  listened  to  a 
speech  from  the  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
and  would  any  one  who  had  the  good  of  the 
colony  at  heart  say  that  there  was  a  single 
word  in  that  speech,  or  anything  brought  for- 
ward, that  was  for  the  good  of  the  country.  It 
was  one  tirade  of  abuse  from  beginning  to  end. 
From  a  comical  point  of  view  it  was  very  infe- 
rior, and  when  the  honourable  gentleman  at- 
tempted to  be  dramatic  he  simply  became 
ludicrous.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
the  Government  was  held  in  contempt  in 
the  country;  and,  on  listening  to  him,  one 
would  have  thought  for  a  moment  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  really  believe  it 
himself.  But  whenever  he  heard  the  honour- 
able member  condemning  the  Government  and 
telling  them  that  so-and-so  was  the  opinion  of 
the  people  of  this  country — at  least,  they  had 
assured  him  so — he  knew  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  been  out  of  Wellington.  He  knew  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  amongst  the 
people,  and  that  they  had  told  him  the  conduct 
of  tne  honourable  gentleman  and  those  with 
him,  who  had  been  blocking  the  business  of 
this  country  for  the  last  six  weeks,  was 
reprehensible  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and 
that  unless  he  altered  his  course  his  political 
life  would  come  to  an  end  at  the  next  election. 
And,  dreading  this,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man now  sought  to  lay  the  blame  of  blocking 
the  business  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Premier, 
his  colleagues,  and  those  who  supported  them. 
He  had  ofttimes  met  with  conduct  of  that 
kind  —  some  one  to  do  a  wrong,  and  when 
caught  in  the  act  for  the  wrongdoer  to  turn 
round  and  accuse  some  innocent  person  of 
having  committed  the  offence.  The  honour- 
able member  knew  full  well  that  he  and  the  Op- 
position had  been  blocking  the  business  of 
the  country  during  the  last  six  weeks.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  they  bad  a  pro- 
tracted debate  on  the  Address  in  Beply  which 
the  Government  had  been  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting. Had  the  honourable  gentleman  read 
the  reports  which  had  appeared  in  the  Han- 
sards^ Let  them  measure  the  speeches,  and 
they  would  see  who  it  was  that  had  blocked 
the  business  of  the  country  with  their  flood  of 
language,  and  language  of  such  a  character  that 
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he  was  no6  surprised  to  hear  now  the  thinking 

Seople  of  the  oolony  torned  only  to  the  speeches 
elivered  hy  the  Ministers  and  those  supporting 
them,  and  would  not  read  the  speeches  de- 
livered by  the  Opposition.  Then,  they  had  on 
the  table  the  reports  by  the  Press  Assooiation  ; 
and  what  did  they  show?  They  gave  double 
the  length  of  speeohes  to  the  Opposition  mem- 
bers ;  so  that,  judged  by  their  own  Press,  by  the 
newspapers  tbat  represented  them — gauged  by 
that,  though  they  were  only  half  the  number, 
they  had  tiaken  up  dbuble  the  time  those  who 
supported  the  OovemmoEt  had  taken.  That 
fact  showed  they  were  condemned  by  their  own 
organs  of  having  blocked  the  business  of  the 
country.  And  then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man actually  told  the  House  the  Government 
was  responsible  for  this.  Why,  there  was 
no  other  member  of  the  House — he  did  not 
think  there  was  another  man  in  the  country — 
who  would  coolly  and  deliberately,  and  with 
malice  aforethought,  make  that  statement. 
But  it  would  be  taken  for  what  it  was  worth 
in  the  country.  Let  him  tell  the  honourable 
member  that  the  electors  of  the  country — 
the  men  and  women — had  sympathy  with  the 
Qovemment,  and  heartily  supported  those  who 
supported  it,  because  they  knew  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  Government  laboured,  and 
that,  whilst  there  was  no  reason  or  sound  argu- 
ment on  the  other  side,  the  Government  were 
subjected  week  after  week  to  a  violent  tirade  of 
abuse.  He  was  sorry  the  perceptive  powers  of 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
were  so  dull  that  they  did  not  see  the  differ- 
ence between  argument  and  abuse,  and  that 
because  of  their  continuous  flood  of  abuse 
the  Opposition  were,  in  the  country,  held 
in  contempt.  He  would  say  to  the  honour- 
able meniberA  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House.  Let  them  clear  the  decks  and  pre- 
pare for  battle.  Those  on  the  Government 
side  were  prepared  the  following  day  to  submit 
themselves  to  the  people  of  the  country  know- 
ing full  well  what  their  verdict  would  be.  He 
would  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate,  but  they 
knew  when  they  desired  to  have  the  rolls 
prepared  and  the  electors  placed  on  them  it 
was  those  on  the  Opposition  benches  who 
objected  to  having  the  electors  put  in  a  posi- 
tion to  deal  fairly  with  the  political  parties  of 
this  country.  He  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  electors.  The  present  Government  had 
always  looked  forward  with  confidence  to  the 
people,  knowing  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  of  the  country  would  not  support  such 
members  as  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa.  The 
honourable  member  was  pointing  to  the  newly- 
elected  member  for  Dunedin  City ;  but  it  was 
a  well-known  fact  that  a  kingdom  divided 
against  itself  could  not  stand,  and  they  also 
knew  that  if  they  had  passed — and  he  blamed 
his  party  for  not  passing  it. — if  they  had  put 
the  Second  Ballot  Bill  on  the  statute-book  the 
present  member  would  not  represent  Dunedin 
City,  but  his  place  would  be  filled  by  Mr. 
Gourlay,  as  representing  the  majority  of  Liberal 
electors  in  that  part  of  the  country.  That  was 
Mr.  Seddan 


what  would  have  been  the  result.  Let  them 
pass  that  Bill.  Let  them  have  a  fair  test  of 
the  electors ;  but  when  they  had  two  Liberals 
>nd  one  Opposition  candidate  standing  they 
knew  the  inevitable  result.  And  who  were 
they  to  thank  for  that?  Why,  the  honoarable 
member  for  Patea,  who  had  just  spoken.  They 
knew  what  had  occurred.  They  knew  how  it  was 
that  two  Liberals  were  standing  for  the  Dunedin 
seat ;  and,  he  said.  Let  the  Opposition  do  justioe 
to  the  honourable  gentleman — ^let  the  honour* 
able  member  for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Sligo, 
thank  the  honourable  mamber  for  Patea  for 
now  being  a  member  of  Parliament.  The 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  at  all  events, 
ought  to  have  one  follower,  one  supporter — the 
recently  -  elected  member  for  Dunedin  City. 
There  was  no  gratitude  in  politics,  and  the 
honourable  member  (Mr.  Sligo)  had,  in  effect, 
said  he  would  not  be  seen  in  the  same  street 
with  him  politically.  The  honourable  member 
would  not  admit  for  a  moment  he  was  a  fol- 
lower, or  that  he  was  indebted  to  him  for  his 
seat  in  the  House.  He  could  understand  that. 
There  were  a  great  many  others  in  this  country 
in  the  same  position.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber had  told  them,  and  it  was  right,  that  in 
the  interests  of  justice  the  Magistrates  on  the 
bench  should  have  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  and  should  be  impartial. 
He  quite  concurred  in  that.  He  said  that 
should  be  so ;  and,  what  was  more,  he  said  it 
was  so.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman  not 
know  he  was  casting  a  reflection  on  some  one 
he  should  not  cast  a  reflection  upon — that  he 
asked  the  House  to  infer  that  it  made  this 
difference :  If  they  placed  the  Magistrates  on 
the  bench  beyond  the  control  of  Parliament, 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  they  would  then 
be  impartial ;  but  as  they  were  now  administer- 
ing justice  they  were  partial — they  were  not 
doing  their  duty  impartially — that  they  had 
not  the  confidence  of  the  country  ?  He  said  no 
greater  slur  had  been  cast  on  the  bench  of 
Magistrates  in  this  country  than  that  which 
had  been  cast  upon  them  by  the  hononrabie 
member  for  Patea  in  the  speech  just  delivered. 
He  regretted  to  say  there  was  a  time  when 
interference  with  the  Bench  took  plaoe.  The 
honourable  member  himself  quoted  it;  he 
quoted  it  as  against  himself  and  the  party  who 
were  working  with  him,  because  it  was  they 
who  made  the  appointment  referred  to,  aod 
who  made  the  appointment  without  Parlia- 
ment having  first  made  provision  for  the 
salary.  If  Parliament  had  made  provision 
for  the  salary  nobody  knew  better  than  th« 
honourable  member  that  the  Privy  Council 
would  not  have  upset  the  appointment  that 
was  made  by  the  Atkinson  Government  of 
Judge  Edwards.  He  would  go  further,  and 
say  he  must  confess  that  it  had  been  known 
in  the  history  of  representative  government 
in  these  colonies  that  the  father  had  forced 
Governments  to  plaoe  the  son  on  the  bench, 
and  that  the  brother  had  endeavoured  to  plaoe 
the  brother  beyond  the  control  of  Parliament. 
They  had  had  cases  of  that  kind,  perhaps,  is 
this  oolony,  and  he  said  when  they  foond  mem- 
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l)en  of  this  Hoase  who  would  foroe  that  posi- 
tion upon  Parliftment  it  bordered  somewhat  on 
the  indelicate.  He  would  not  go  any  farther 
than  that,  but  he  would  simply  say  it  bordered 
somewhat  on  the  indelicate.  Now,  going  a  step 
further,  he  might  say  it  had  been  well  known 
in  the  colonies  that  there  were  barristers  and 
solicitors  practising  before  members  of  a  Bench 
to  whom  they  had  made  advances — that  the 
Bench  were  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  who 
were  pleading  before  them.  But  the  honour- 
able member  would  say,  notwithstanding  that 
unfortunate  condition  of  afifairs,  and  the  abuses 
that  might  arise  therefrom,  those  who  were  in 
that  position  in  the  colonies  must  be  made 
permanent  in  their  positions,  and  should 
neither  be  touched  by  Parliament  nor  by  Oo- 
'▼emment,  though  in  such  a  position.  Yet 
what  did  the  honourable  member  say  now  ? 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  must — 
■and  in  fact  he  did — know  just  as  well  as  he 
^Mr.  Seddon)  did  that  it  was  well  recognised 
they  were  in  the  true  position  wherein  they 
could  rely  upon  their  Magistrates  and  Judges 
doing  their  duty,  and  that  public  opinion  would 
hurl  from  these  benches  any  Minister  or  from 
Parliament  any  member  that  would  dare  to 
tamper  with  the  administration  of  justice. 
That  was  the  safeguard  of  our  Bench  and  of 
'the  administration  of  justice,  and  not  the  fact 
•of  placing  them  by  law  beyond  the  reach 
-of  Parliament  or  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  That  was  the  true  position,  and  he  said 
•it  had  been  done  before,  and  they  would  do 
it  in  New  Zealand  agam  if  there  was  any 
8Qch  interference.  Then,  they  came  to  a  case 
wherein  the  honourable  member  attempted  to 
show  there  had  been  an  interference.  This 
case  of  the  poor  unfortunate  ez-Gonstable  Law- 
liss  had  been  trotted  out  so  often  that  it 
seemed  to  him  when  the  honourable  member 
had  nothing  else  to  say  he  fell  back  on  Law- 
liss.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  remembered  reading 
about  a  Frank  Lawliss  when  he  was  but  a 
youth,  and  he  found  that  his  character  was 
such  as  any  youth  would  appreciate— coura- 
geous, bold,  unselfish  ;  it  was  a  name  for  which 
he  had  great  respect,  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  this  man  Lawliss  and  his  business 
was  brought  up  on  every  occasion.  The  facts 
were  as  follows:  The  constable  in  question 
was  for  years  a  most  deserving  officer.  The 
first  time  that  he  f  Mr.  Seddon)  knew  of  his  ser- 
vices as  a  constable  was  through  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man brought  his  merits  before  him,  and 
mentioned  his  position,  and  he  thought  it 
was  a  question  either  of  transfer  or  of  pro- 
motion; but,  at  any  rate,  the  character  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  received  of  him  was  most 
favoorable.  Me  thought  the  leader  of  the 
-  Opposition  would  admit  that  that  was  so.  But 
wnen  he  was  Minister  of  Defence  this  constable 
fell.  Well,  Samson  fell ;  others  had  fallen. 
He  supposed  there  were  cases  on  record  where 
those  on  the  Bench  had  fallen.  He  thought  it 
was  not  unknown  that  members  of  Parliament 
.  even  had  succumbed  to  temptation  they  had 
been   unable    to   withstand.      Of    course,   the 


honourable  member  kept  the  nature  of  the 
offence  in  the  background.  He  said  there  had 
been  misconduct.  For  that  offence  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  dismissed  the  man  from  the  Force. 
Some  months  afterwards  the  Government  were 
asked  whether,  if  the  dismissed  constable  ap- 
plied for  a  publican's  license,  the  police  would 
object  thereto.  ' 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  Lawliss  came  to 
Wellington  to  see  the  Minister. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
was  wrong.  If  he  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
man's  coming  to  Wellington,  then  the  honour- 
able gentleman  knew  more  than  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  did.  He  had  said  in  that  House 
before  that  he  never  saw  ez-Gonstable  Lawliss 
for  months  before  he  dismissed  him,  and  he 
had  not  seen  him  since,  and  when  a  statement 
of  that  kind  was  made  it  was  usually  taken  as 
being  correct.  Had  he  seen  the  man,  and  had 
the  man  been  to  see  him,  he  would  have  said, 
**  Yes,  he  has  seen  me."  But  what  he  meant 
when  he  made  the  interjection  was  apparently 
to  place  on  record  that  what  had  transpired 
was  that  the  late  Constable  Lawliss  came 
to  Wellington,  saw  the  Premier,  and  that 
the  result  of  this  interview  was  the  for- 
warding of  this  letter,  dated  so-and  so,  from 
Inspector  Hume.  Had  it  not  been  that  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  had  been  in  Courts  when  a 
gentleman  of  the  legal  profession  was,  as 
lawyers  were  occasionally,  called  upon  to 
analyse  evidence  and  interpolated  words  in 
quoting  to  the  Bench,  and  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
had  had  to  check  him,  he  might  be  more 
easily  imposed  upon  by  this  sort  of  thing. 
But  he  know  at  once  whether  the  man  was 
going  from  the  law  or  from  the  fact,  and  so,  of 
course,  in  this  case  he  had  to  bring  the  honour- 
able member  up  standing.  The  honourable 
gentleman  then  turned  round  and  tried  to  pick 
a  quarrel,  and  tried  to  get  Mr.  Speaker  to  in- 
tervene with  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
on  account  of  an  interjection  he  had  made. 
That  was  his  way  of  getting  out  of  that  diffi- 
culty. However,  Mr.  Lawliss  never  came  to 
Wellington  so  far  as  he  knew,  and  he  never 
saw  him.  But  what  he  said  was  this :  As  far 
as  he  remembered  there  was  a  communication, 
and  the  reply  to  that  communication  was  from 
the  police,  **  You  are  not  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion. At  the  same  time  we  shall  not  raise 
any  objection  to  your  obtaining  a  publichouse 
license."  In  the  March  following,  this  constable, 
on  the  strength  of  this  communication,  had 
arranged  for  the  taking  of  a  publichouse.  In- 
spector Bmerson,  who  evidently  was  not  aware 
of  the  communication  sent  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Police,  knowing  he  had  been  dismissed  for 
having  fallen,  objected.  Then  the  Commissioner 
of  Police  was  reminded  of  the  correspondence 
in  which  the  Government  had  said  they  would 
not  interfere,  and  it  so  happened  that  Inspec- 
tor Emerson  was  away  from  Napier — he  was 
in  the  Maori  country,  and  there  were  no  means 
of  communicating  with  him — ^and  hence  the 
Magistrate  was  made  acquainted  for  the  first 
time  with  the  promise  which  had  been  made 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Police  that  the  cause 
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of  his  dismiBsal  from  the  Force  would  not  be 
a  bar  %o  his  obtaining  a  publiohoase  license. 
And  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  failed 
to  tell  the  House  this.  The  police  withdrew 
the  objection.  When  the  objection  was  with- 
drawn the  Magistrate  issued  the  certificate. 
These  were  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  he  at 
once  said  there  was  no  interference  whatever, 
good,  bad,  or  iudifferent,  with  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  but  justice  was  done,  which 
would  be  done  by  any  honest  Government. 
Where  they  informed  a  person  that  an  objec- 
tion would  not  be  made  on  certain  grounds,  and 
he  had  entered  into  a  contract  and  placed  his 
money  in  that  contract  on  the  strength  of  that 
communication,  it  would  be  wrong  and  mani- 
festly unfair  of  the  Qovemment,  in  the  face  of 
that,  to  maintain  such  an  objection.  It  would 
simply  be  repudiation,  and  repudiation  of  the 
worst  character.  And  if  things  had  been 
changed,  and  that  objection  had  not  been 
withdrawn,  and  Lawliss  had  come  to  that 
House — if  he  had  come  to  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  and  had  the,  benefit  of  legal  advice 
from  some  member  of  the  legal  profession  in 
Wellington — he  ventured  to  say  that  Com- 
mittee would  have  granted  Lawliss  an  amount 
of  money  as  compensation  for  the  wrong-doings 
of  the  Oovernment.  That  was  a  full  history 
of  the  Lawliss  case,  and  he  hoped  they  should 
hear  no  more  of  it.  If  they  applied  the 
punishment  enforced  in  the  Lawliss  case  there 
would  be  a  good  many  who  would  be  refused 
publiohouse  licenses. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  said  that  was  not  the 
point. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  point  was  this :  The 
Court  was  to  sit  on  a  certain  day.  The  In- 
spector of  Police  was  away ;  there  was  no  one 
to  communicate  with  except  the  Magistrate, 
and  all  that  was  done,  was  to  acquaint  the 
Magistrate  with  the  fact  of  what  the  position 
was,  and  nothing  more  than  that ;  and  on  that, 
of  course,  the  police  withdrew  the  objection ; 
and  the  Magistrate  was  interfered  with  in  no 
way  by  the  Government  or  himself.  The  in- 
ference which  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  wished  to  have  created  was  that  Lawliss 
came  down  to  Wellington  and  had  seen  him, 
and  on  the  strength  of  this  that  telegram 
had  gone  to  the  Magistrate.  That  was  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  wished 
honourable  members  to  believe;  and  such 
was  not  the  true  position,  and  he  hoped 
to  hear  no  more  about  it.  He  desired  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  Lawliss  was  dismissed  in  Januaiy, 
and  it  was  in  March  of  the  following  year 
when  this  occurred,  and  he  never  heard  a 
word  more  about  it.  His  conduct  was  good  in 
the  interim.  His  wife  and  he  had  been  brought 

11  SO  ^SA^'^^'t  ^°^  ^^'^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^®  living 
*  very  happily,  and  it  would  have  been 
wrong  for  the  department  to  take  any  further 
action.  He  was  sorry  his  time  had  been  so 
much  taken  up  on  this  question ;  perhaps  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  brought  the  sub- 
ject forward  on  purpose  to  keep  him  from  reply- 
ing to  other  remarks.  He  was  not  at  one  with 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  leader  of  tbe  Oppoeition  when  he  sMd  the 
speeches  they  had  neard  from  xnembeis  were 
an  indication  to  the  Government  that  they 
must  go  in  for  a  borrowing  policy,  be- 
cause each  member  advocated  the  caaae  of  his 
particular  railway  and  pressed  for  money,  and 
asked  the  Government  to  raise  a  loan  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  the  line  he  asked  for. 
It  was  nothing  of  the  kind,  however,  and  the 
amendment  was  not  proposed  for  that  purpose. 
He  spoke  with  a  due  sense  of  reaponaiDility 
when  he  said  the  Government  were  not  going 
to  play  into  the  hands  of  the  Opposition; 
they  were  not  going  in  for  a  large  boi^wing 
policy.  There  was  one  thing  he  might  say  in 
regard  to  this  matter — that  was,  as  to  the 
pressure  that  was  brought  to  bear  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  for  works  in  hie 
district.  Look  at  the  way  he  had  been  urging 
the  Government  to  construct  these  works  and 
borrow  money  for  the  purpose ;  and  then  he 
condemned  them  for  doing  so  1  It  was  really 
marvellous.  Then,  there  were  some  of  those 
communications  which,  if  they  were  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  House — though  that  would 
no  doubt  be  a  difficult  thing  to  do — would, 
he  believed,  make  the  honourable  member 
blush.  He  wished  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion had  not  used  the  word  "  repudiation,"  or 
said  that  if  they  went  on  in  this  way  the  colony 
would  be  insolvent.  They  were  going  on  very 
steadily,  increasing  their  population,  construct- 
ing nothing  but  reproductive  works,  advancing 
money  to  settlers  so  that  they  could  go  on  the 
land.  All  this  was  being  done  in  accordance 
with  their  policy,  and,  while  the  land- values 
were  increasing,  and  our  security  was  being 
improved,  was  that  going  in  the  direction  of 
repudiation  or  insolvency?  But  if  the  whole 
object  of  members  was  to  obtain  works  for  their 
districts,  like  the  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
then  the  Government  would  be  obliged  to  take 
up  a  firm  position,  and  withstand  the  threaU^ 
the  blandishments,  and  allurements  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  otherwise  they 
would  be  plunged  into  a  reckless,  squandering, 
borrowing  policy.  As  regarded  defence  afUuis, 
he  could  only  conclude  his  speech  by  reading 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  With  respect  to  the  Martini- 
Henry  rifles,  the  late  Commandant  was  entirely 
responsible  for  the  ordering  of  them.  The  re- 
sponsibility was  placed  upon  him  as  adviser  to 
the  Government.  He  had  used  the  words 
**  obsolete  *'  and  '*  useless  "  on  account  of  what 
was  said  about  the  rifle  when  he  was  at  Home. 
It  was  then  stated  that  they  were  behind  the 
time,  and  a  similar  remark  was  made  by  Major 
Somerville  at  the  banquet  tendered  to  the 
Bisley  team.  He  would  read,  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  members,  an  extract  from  the  Hon. 
Captain  Russell's  speech  of  the  Srd  September, 
1890:— 

*'  Captain  Bussbix  said  the  House  would  not 
give  them  the  money  to  provide  these  things. 
He  stated  simply  what  were  the  facts.  We  had 
not  sufficient  ammunition  for  our  guns,  we  had 
not  sufficient  gun-cotton  for  our  submarine 
mines,  and  we  had  no  efficient  rifles  for  our 
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Volanteen,  ao  that  we  were  really  defence- 
leas." 

When  the  honoarable  gentleman  was  Minis- 
ter of  Def  enoe  he  made  the  same  remarks  and 
the  same  speech  as  he  made  that  night,  and 
ainoe  that  time  the  present  Qovernment  had 
spent  £80,000  a  year.  They  had  gun-ootton, 
submarine  mines,  officers,  Volunteers.  They 
now  had  improved  defence  works  and  arma- 
ment, and  a  fairly  good  defence  Force.  Yet 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  honour- 
able members  believe  the  country  was  defence- 
less ;  and,  even  if  it  were  so,  it  was  unwise  to 
say  it,  for  it  was  like  inviting  our  enemies  to 
attack  us.  Notwithstanding  that,  he  would 
oontinue  to  make  this  annual  pessimistic  speech 
on  defence.  It  pleased  him  to  do  it,  and  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  objected.  He  looked  upon  it,  how- 
ever, as  one  of  those  afflictions  they  must 
endure  during  the  session.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  these  things  pleasantly  ;  it  was 
his  duty,  and  he  appreciated  him  for  it.  He 
would  say  nothing  more,  but  ask  them  to  get 
into  the  estimates,  and  do  something,  and  show 
the  country  that  neither  side  was  responsible 
for  the  great  waste  of  time,  but  that  they  wanted 
to  do  the  work  of  the  country. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

IN  COMHITTEi:. 

Olass    v.— Post   and    Telegraph    Depabt- 

MENT. 

Telegraph  Gable  Subsidies,  £1,920. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  what  number  of  classes 
the  Premier  proposed  to  take  that  night. 

Mr.  SEDDON  could  not  say,  but  he  was  pre- 
pared to  act  reasonably. 

Mr.  KELLY  said,  if  the  Premier  would  not 
give  the  information,  of  course  he  must  abide 
by  the  consequences. 

Mr.  SEDDON  could  not  put  up  with  any 
threats.  He  would  be  reebsonable;  but  if 
honourable  members  threatened,  there  was 
only  one  course  open. 

Mr.  KELLY  had  not  intended  to  make  any 
threat.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  Premier 
had  announced  his  intention  of  taking  six 
classes,  amongst  which  was  the  Police.  While 
on  this  subject  he  could  ^sure  the  Premier 
that  he  would  find  if  he  tried  to  intimidate 
him  that  he  would  strike  a  "  snag." 

The  CHAIRMAN  could  not  allow  honour- 
able members  to  go  beyond  the  subject  of  the 
vote  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  to  put  himself  in  order, 
would  move.  That  progress  be  reported.  The 
Premier  must  not  try  to  browbeat  the  House. 
Of  course,  the  Premier  could  keep  members 
there  if  he  liked  till  twelve  o'clock  the  following 
night,  but  he  would  take  care  to  be  alongside 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  all  the 
time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  when  the  question 
was  put  to  him  he  replied,  *'  Let  us  go  on  with 
the  business,"  and  he  said  afterwards  that  he 
had  no  other  reply  to  give.  Anything  he  said 
vTas  not  said  by  way  of  threat  at  all.  All  he 
wanted  was  to  go  on  with  the  estimates,  in 


connection  with  which  Ministers  were  prepare 
to  give  full  particulars. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  why  it  was  that  the 
amount  was  half  the  sum  it  was  last  year. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  if  the  colony's  contribu- 
tion would  be  only  £1,800  a  year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  reduction  was  the 
result  of  the  Conference  of  Premiers.  Of 
course,  the  sum  was  only  an  estimate,  based 
on  last  year's  contribution. 

Vote,  £1,920,  agreed  to. 

Conveyance  of  Mails  by  Sea,  £39,057. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  to  save  any  discussion,, 
he  might  say,  in  respect  to  the  San  Francisco 
mail-service,  that  this  was  simply  a  paymenti 
under  the  present  contract.  They  had  nothing, 
to  do  with  the  proposals  for  renewal,  which  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  submit  to  the  House  in  the 
following  week.  At  present  there  was  a  tem- 
porary contract  to  the  31st  March.  He  might 
say  that  the  American  contract  fell  due  in 
June  next. 

Mr.  KELLY  said,  if  necessary,  he  would- 
move.  That  the  item,  "  Inveroargill,  Cromarty^ 
and  Te  Oneroa,  £360,"  be  reduced  by  £1,  as 
an  indication  that  the  sum  put  down  for  thia 
service  was  not  sufficient.  Strong  representa- 
tions had  been  made  by  the  miners  in  that 
part  of  the  country  that  a  fortnightly  service 
was  required.  He  understood  the  difference 
in  the  cost  would  only  come  to  £140  or  £150  a^ 
year.  Owing  to  the  growing  importance  of 
Preservation  Inlet  as  a  goldfield,  and  the  con- 
sequent increase  of  population  there,  this  fort- 
nightly mail-service  was  very  much  needed,, 
even  if  it  were  only  for  one  year. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  testified  to  the  growth  of 
the  mining  industry  in  Preservation  Inlet,  and 
said  something  better  than  a  monthly  mail- 
service  was  required  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  perhaps  developments^ 
might  take  place  which  would  induce  Ministers 
to  alter  their  views.  At  present  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  see  their  way  to  alter  the  existing 
arrangements. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  said  the  contract  could  be 
terminated  at  a  month's  notice  at  any  time. 
He  might  point  out  that  the  mineral  resourcea 
of  that  part  of  the  colony  were  returning  con- 
siderable revenue  to  the  colony.  He  thought 
the 'Mines  Department  should  endeavour  to 
provide  for  a  fortnightly  service  between  Inver- 
oargill and  Preservation  Inlet;  and,  when  the 
track  was  completed,  possibly  we  might  be  able 
to  institute  a  weekly  overland  service  between 
the  two  places. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  R.  STOUT  asked  how  it  was  that  the 
cost  of  transit  from  San  Francisco  to  New 
York  had  been  reduced  from  £13,000  to  £6,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  happened  that  last 
year  two  payments  came  in  the  one  year. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  if  the  Premier  in- 
tended to  bring  down  a  resolution  dealing  with  . 
the  San  Francisco  service,  and  would  the  House 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole 
question  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7M 


Supply. 


[HOUBE.] 


Supply. 


[Nov.  12 


8ir  B.  STOUT  asked  if  the  mflaU  sent  trid 
VcoLoouver  were  paid  for  by  weight. 
Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes. 
Mr.  WASON  asked  if  the  House  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  service  be- 
tween New  Zealand  and  England,  vid  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  afraid  he  could  not  pro- 
mise to  bring  down  specific  proposals  on  that 
subject.  We  bad  no  contract ;  we  simply  paid 
by  weight  at  postal  rates.  Tbe  feeling  of  the 
House,  however,  on  the  question  might  be 
gathered  in  the  discussion  on  the  other  service. 
Sir  B.  STOUT  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
the  item,  **  Interprovincial  Service  (San  Fran- 
cisco service),  £3,000."  Was  that  an  extra 
charge  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Auckland  to 
the  South? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  PIBANI  would  like  an  explanation  of 
the  item,  '*  Contingencies,  Gratuities,  &o., 
£11,600." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Union  Steamship 
Company  received  £8,000,  and  the  other 
steamers,  £3,000. 

Mr.  BOLLABD  desired  some  information  as 
to  the  item,  **  Salary,  Besident  Agent,  San 
Francisco,  £30." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  officer  at  San  Fran- 
cisco was  a  very  energetic  and  valuable  agent. 
He  knew  this  from  inquiries  he  made  on  tbe 
spot ;  and  he  also  knew  Mr.  Smith,  who  was  a 
relative  of  the  Surveyor-General,  travelled  out- 
flide  San  Francisco.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man would  be  able  to  raise  the  question  of 
salary  when  the  supplementary  estimates  came 
down. 

Vote,  £39,057,  agreed  to. 
Conveyance  of  Inland  Mails,  £35,290. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  point  out  that 
while  there  had  necessarily  been  an  increase  in 
the  cost  of  carrying  mails,  he  would  point  out 
that  while  there  had  been  a  large  increase  in 
the  population  of  Wellington,  the  district  had 
had  a  very  small  share  in  the  increase  of 
facilities  for  the  carriage  of  inland  mails. 
These  additional  facilities  were  urgently  re- 
quired, and  he  hoped  the  Postmaster- General 
would  make  a  note  of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  during  the  last  two 
years  they  had  not  increased  their  service  un- 
-duly.  He  would  make  a  note  of  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  suggested,  and  would 
endeavour  to  meet  the  public  convenience  as 
iar  as  practicable. 

Mr.  WASON  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  great  dissatisfaction  in  Canterbury 
with  reference  to  the  conveyance  of  mails  from 
Ohristchurch  to  the  West  Coast,  and  there  was 
a  strong  feeling  that  the  service  should  be 
accelerated.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  note  this. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  do  so. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  desired  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Postmaster-Gtoneral  to  an 
alteration  in  the  time-table  of  the  Wanganui 
River  mail-service,  which  alteration  he  was 
informed  would  be  a  great  inconvenience  to 
the   set&lers  of   the   Waimarino  district,   and 


also  in  regard  to  the  coaching  arrangementa 
between  Pipiriki  and  Earioi.  The  new  arrange- 
ment would  mean  cutting  out  Earioi  ficom  ttie 
present  coaching  communications. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  contemplated 
change  was  in  the  interests  of  the  tourists,  to 
enable  them  to  go  right  through  to  the  lakes. 
At  the  same  time  he  did  not  think  they  should 
sacrifice  their  settlers  on  account  of  tourists. 
He  would  make  a  note  of  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  said,  and  would  look  into  the  matter 
fully. 

Vote,  £35,290,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Carriage  of  Mails  by  Bailway,  £15,760, 
agreed  to. 

Maintenance  of  Telegraph  and  Telephone 
Lines,  £18,000. 

Mr.  PIBANI  wished  to  ask  the  Premier  if  it 
was  fair  that  linemen,  many  of  whom  had  been 
in  the  service  for  twenty-five  and  thirty  years, 
and  were  respectable  men,  should  be  asked  to 
travel  in  the  steerage  of  some  of  their  coastal 
steamers?  He  did  not  say  it  happened  in 
many  cases,  but  he  thought  it  was  a  reflection 
on  these  linemen. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  it  was  proper, 
and,  as  the  amount  involved  did  not  warrant  it, 
he  would  make  a  change. 

Vote,  £18,000,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous,  £36,202. 

Mr.  PIBANI  would  like  to  ask  the  Premier  if 
he  knew  of  any  instance  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wellington  where  a  telephone  bureau  had 
been  established  in  the  house  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual without  any  guarantee  or  contribution 
towards  the  expense  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  knew  of  no  such  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  PIBANI  could  tell  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
that  there  was  such  a  case  near  Wellington. 
He  thought  it  was  an  improper  thing  that  any 
individual  should  be  able  to  get  from  a  public 
department  a  concession  that  was  not  given  to 
struggling  country  settlers  who  were  cut  o£E  from 
all  communication  with  civilisation.  If  it  was 
given  to  one  it  should  be  given  to  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  make  inquiries. 

Vote,  £36,202,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. — Customs  and  Mabike. 

Customs  Offices  and  Services,  £32,934. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  asked  whether  it  was 
correct,  as  stated,  that  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment had  levied  duty  on  the  personal  be- 
longings of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to 
the  amount  of  £300.  He  understood  that  the 
amount  so  paid  was  irrespective  of  duty  on 
wines  and  such  consimiable  articles.  Tbe  duty 
was  believed  to  have  been  levied  on  articles 
necessary  for  the  dignity  of  the  office  of  the 
representative  of  Her  Majesty. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  disttnotion 
whatever  in  law,  but  an  arrangement  had  been 
made  that  plate  should  be  admitted  free.  As 
to  ordinary  furnishings,  under  the  law  as  it 
stood  His  Excellency  would  pay  the  same 
as  any  one  else.  In  the  case  of  previous 
Governors  the  duties  heA  been  refunded 
when  they  left  tbe  colony.    He  believed  the 
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Oovemoc  was  quite  safchfied  with  the  arrange- 
ment which  had  heen  made.  He  would,  how- 
ever, inquire  into  the  matter  and  see  it  any 
other  arrangement  was  necessary.  He  thought 
that,  so  far  as  practicable,  everything  that 
was  essential  to  the  comfort  of  His  Excellency 
should  be  admitteed  free. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  for  an  explanation 
of  the  great  increase  in  the  item,  "Expenses 
connected  with  Customs  and  Excise  Convic- 
tions and  Seizures,  £700." 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  owing  to  the  recent 
Assyrian  cases. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  a  frightful 
business  that  the  commerce  of  any  country 
should  be  so  hampered  and  harassed  as  must 
be  the  case  under  the  present  system  of  ad- 
ministration of  the  Customs.  Their  Customs 
Department  was  just  like  the  Spanish  inquisi- 
tion—something fearful  and  wonderful—and 
the  sooner  they  realised  the  necessity  for  a 
change  in  the  system  the  better. 

Vote,  £32,934,  agreed  to. 

Customs:  Miscellaneous  Services,  £1,719, 
Agreed  to. 

Marine  and  Harbours,  £29,779. 

Mr.  TANNER  wished  to  know  if  the  buoy  at 
the  Beef-barrel  Rocks  had  been  shifted,  and,  if 
fio,  why  ? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  for  information  with 
regard  to  the  item,  "  Grant-in-aid  of  Deep-sea 
Trawlers,  £8,000." 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  asked  for  information 
as  to  the  appointment  of  qualified  shipping- 
masters  for  the  administration  of  the  Shipping 
«nd  Seamen's  Act. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  officers  would  be  considered  when 
the  supplementary  estimates  were  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  know  why  such 
items  as  "  Leading-lights  for  Hokianga,"  **  Re- 
moval of  rocks,  Whakatane  River,"  '*  Con- 
struction of  embankment,  Earamea  Harbour," 
-**  Wharf  at  Maraetai "  appeared  in  this  class. 
Why  were  they  not  included  in  the  public- 
works  estimates,  as  they  should  be  ? 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  saw  under  that  vote 
an  item,  **  Napier  Bluff  Lighthouse."  He  was 
informed  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Oovemment  to  erect  a  lighthouse  at  the  Kid- 
nappers, and  he  would  like  to  know  what  had 
been  done  with  the  light  that  had  been  intro- 
-duced  for  the  purpose  of  being  placed*  at  that 
point.  With  regard  to  the  Napier  Bluff  Light- 
bouse,  he  would  like  to  point  out  that  it  was  in 
the  wrong  place,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  placed 
on  the  lighthouse  reserve  at  the  edge  of  the 
Bluff,  over  the  breakwater.  It  was  m  a  very 
unsatisfactory  position  for  vessels  coming  in 
from  Wairoa,  and  he  would  suggest  that  the 
Oovemment  place  it  in  a  more  suitable  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  said,  as  to  the  Napier 
Bluff  Lighthouse,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
was  one  of  the  lights  that  the  Oovemment 
-should  not  be  called  upon  to  maintain,  because 
it  was  in  the  same  position  as  lights  at  Timaru 
and  Oamaru  and  otber  places,  which  were  har- 


bour lights  and  not  ooastal  lights,  and  which 
were  maintained  by  the  loc€J  Harbour  Boards. 
With  reference  to  Cape  Kidnappers,  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  stated  was  correct. 
A  lantern  was  procured  some  twelve  months 
ago  at  a  oost  of  about  £2,000,  and  a  vote  ap- 
peared on  the  estimates  last  year  for  the  lan- 
tern intended  for  the  light  at  Cape  Kidnappers. 
The  shipping-masters  noticed  this,  and  they 
made  representations  to  the  department  that 
that  was  not  the  place  where  a  light  was  most 
urgently  required,  and  that  it  was  much  more 
necessarythat  a  light  should  be  placed  at  the 
East  Cape.  It  was  pointed  out,  among  other 
things,  that  Cape  Kidnappers  was  actually 
within  range  of  the  Napier  light,  and  that 
there  would  not  be  nearly  the  shipping  passing 
within  view  of  a  light  at  Cape  Kidnappers  that 
there  would  be  at  the  East  Cape.  He  had 
consulted  the  Nautical  Adviser,  and  all  the 
authorities  he  could  come  across,  including  the 
officers  of  men-of-war,  who  had  waited  upon 
him  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  location  of  this  light  would  be 
considered  when  the  House  was  dealing  with 
the  public-works  estimates.  As  to  the  buoy 
at  the  Beef-barrel  Rocks,  it  had  never  been 
shifted,  and  was  still  there.  The  point 
was  that  a  steamer  had  only  to  go  round 
Stephens  Island  to  be  on  a  safe  course,  and 
that  course  would  only  occupy  about  an  hour 
or  so  longer.  The  suggestion  had  been  made 
that  a  bell  should  be  placed  on  the  buoy,  and  he 
was  having  a  report  from  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment on  the  matter.  As  for  the  items  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa, 
there  were  certain  harbours  under  the  control 
of  the  Marine  Department,  and  these  beacons, 
lights,  buoys,  and  so  forth  had  to  be  main- 
tained. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  object  to  such 
items  as  lighthouses  at  eJl,  but  thought  it 
strange  the  provisions  for  wharves  were  con- 
fined to  one  part  of  the  colony.  The  latter 
item  should  be  on  the  public-works  estimates. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  did  not  recognise  any 
part  of  the  colony  in  particular.  Where  repre- 
sentations were  made  to  him  that  these  things 
were  required  he  endeavoured  to  provide  for 
them.  With  regard  to  deep-sea  trawling,  he 
hoped  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House  in 
the  form  of  a  Bill.  No  money  from  this  vote 
would  be  spent  until  the  House  had  had  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the 
Bill.  Representations  had  been  made  by  people 
in  the  Old  Country,  and  by  people  in  the  colony 
as  well,  that  a  good  deal  could  be  done  by 
assisting  our  deep-sea  fishing.  The  scheme 
they  proposed  would  be  set  forth  in  the  Bill, 
and  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  decide  then 
whether  or  not  that  scheme  should  be  entered 
upon. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  Minister  had  af- 
forded  him  no  explanation  at  all  why  they 
should  vote  this  £8,000  for  deep-sea  trawling. 
He  did  not  think  the  House  should  be  asked 
to  vote  any  money  under  this  head  until  they 
knew  what  was  the  policy  contained  in  the 
Bill.     It  could  be  provided  for  just  as  well  in 
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the  Bill  as  on  the  eBtimates.  It  was  a  wrong 
thing  to  provide  this  large  amount  of  money 
for  a  purpose  about  which  they  knew  nothing. 
It  might  be  to  assist  private  enterprise.  If  so, 
it  was  a  matter  that  would  have  to  be  very 
seriously  considered.  He  thought  the  appro- 
priation should  be  struck  out,  and  then,  if  the 
Government  could  convince  the  House  that 
their  policy  in  the  matter  was  right,  when  the 
Bill  was  brought  down  no  doubt  they  would 
vote  the  money. 

Mr.  TANNER  thought  it  woald  be  a  shame 
if  they  did  not  do  something  in  the  direction 
of  stimulating  the  deep-sea  fishing  industry. 
It  had  been  a  matter  of  reproach  to  all  Qovem* 
ments  for  twenty  years  past  that  sufficient  en- 
couragement had  not  been  given  to  the  fishing 
indnstry.  There  wae  an  agitation  to  get  our 
boys  trained,  but  there  was  no  opportunity 
for  their  preliminary  training  because  there 
were  no  fishing-boats.  He  did  not  sympathize 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  that  the  money  should  be  provided 
for  in  the  Bill,  because  in  that  case  it  would 
be  shifted  on  to  the  permanent  appropriations, 
and  they  would  have  no  control  over  it  except 
by  repealing  the  Act.  As  the  Minister  stated 
it  was  his  intention  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  on 
the  subject  which  would  give  them  more  in- 
formation, he  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to 
defer  the  vote  from  these  estimates,  consider 
the  Bill,  and  then  if  it  were  approved  of  put 
the  money  on  the  supplementary  estimates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  suggested  that  they  should  pass 
the  item.  Last  year  they  sent  away  8,000  tons 
of  fish.  There  was  a  large  demand  in  Australia 
for  New  Zealand  fish  ;  but  our  fishing-grounds 
were  getting  depleted,  and  the  only  way  to 
keep  up  the  increasing  supply  that  was  re- 
quired was  to  go  in  for  deep- sea  fishing.  This 
was  really  Captain  Fairohild's  suggestion,  and 
he  had  on  several  occasions  and  in  different 
places  prospected,  as  it  were,  for  fish  by  trawl- 
ing, and  there  were  places  along  our  coasts 
where  as  fast  as  the  trawler  was  put  out 
it  got  loaded  with  fish.  Captain  Fairchild 
had  received  some  communication  from  cer- 
tain gentlemen  in  Yorkshire,  who  said  they 
would  be  quite  prepared  to  come  to  New 
Zealand  and  engage  in  deep- sea  fishing. 
They  should  seriously  approach  the  consider- 
ation of  a  new  and  important  industry  like 
this,  which  would  afford  employment  and 
necessary  training  to  boys  in  this  class  of  work. 
Each  trawler  cost  about  £4,000,  and  this  vote 
would  mean  a  pound-for-pound  subsidy  on  four 
deep-sea  trawlers.  They  would  have  the 
trawlers,  he  believed,  made  in  the  colony,  and 
that  would  be  a  benefit  in  providing  employ- 
ment ;  and  if  they  could  establish  this  deep-sea 
fishing  in  New  Zealand,  seeing  that  our  shores 
in  places  teemed  with  fish,  this  project  would 
be  well  worth  trying.  If  they  passed  the  vote 
now,  and,  subsequently,  when  the  Bill  was 
before  them,  the  House  was  found  to  be  against 
encouraging  this  industry,  then  they  would 
not  spend  the  money. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  what  variety  of  fish  did 
Captain  Fairchild  report  on. 
Mr,  J.  Allen 


Mr.  SEDDON  said,  he  praramad  ood» 
schnapper,  moki,  and  trumpeter.  When  he 
was  in  Australia  he  found  that  at  the  fint 
hotel  in  Melbourne  the  New  Zealand  fish  took 
pride  of  place.  It  was  for  them,  therefore,  to 
keep  up  the  supplv.  In  Wellington  Harbour 
they  could  not  catch  fish,  and  where  constant 
fishing  was  going  on  the  beds  were  being  de- 
pleted,  and  they  must  shift  into  deeper  water. 
Captain  Fairchild  was  most  enthneiastio  about 
this  matter ;  and,  where  it  was  for  the  good  of 
the  colony,  and  they  oould  get  the  thing  done 
for  a  reasonable  amount,  why  should  they  not 
try  it? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb  asked  if  these  trawleia 
had  freezing  chambers. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  No;  they  carried  ice- 
wells.  This  was  a  business  transaction,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  if  they  got  four  trawlers  it 
would  be  a  success,  and  then  they  would  have 
others  going  in  for  it,  and  we  might  have  in  tim» 
a  fleet  of  deep-sea  trawlers ;  and  at  the  incep- 
tion it  was  only  costing  us  £8,000.  At  present 
tbey  were  paying  a  bonus  on  the  export  of  tinned 
fish,  which  cost  us  much  more  money  every 
year,  and  we  said  nothing  about  that.  This 
was  simply  a  subsidy  to  get  the  thing  started,, 
and  it  was  worth  spending  the  money  to  get 
so  important  an  industry  established  in  the 
colony.  He  would  make  it  one  of  the  con- 
ditions that  they  must  be  at  work  and  engaged 
in  the  trade  for  at  least  a  year  before  they  got 
the  money.  He  would  not  pay  the  subsidy 
right  off.  Or,  if  they  preferred,  he  would  put 
it  upon  the  tonnage  of  fish  supplied,  or  intro- 
duce some  safeguard  of  that  sort.  If  they  were 
once  here,  the  fish  were  so  plentiful  and  the 
market  was  so  good  that  he  felt  assured  the 
thing  must  be  a  success.  They  must  break  new 
ground,  and  when  they  could  do  so  at  this  ex- 
pense it  was  a  good  thing  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  on  two  groonda 
he  felt  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  tax- 
payers of  the  colony  to  resist  this  to  the  utmost* 
The  Premier  said  this  £8,000  was  nothing  to 
what  was  paid  by  way  of  bonus  on  tinned  fish. 
All  the  more  wrong  that  we  should  be  paying 
year  by  year  a  special  tax  imposed  on  the  tax- 
pavers  of  the  colony  for  the  benefit  of  a  special 
industry  that  was  not  able  to  sustain  iteelf. 
He  had  taken  as  much  interest  in  this  fishing 
question  as  the  Premier  himself,  and  he  would 
be  glad  to  see  the  industry  flourish,  believing 
just  as  m'uch  as  the  Premier  did  in  its  import- 
ance. But  he  failed  to  see  why  they  should 
treat  the  question  in  this  way.  It  was  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  that  a  new  policy  involving 
an  expenditure  of  £8,000  should  be  put  before 
the  Committee  at  this  early  hour  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  that  the  Premier  should  quietly  ask 
them  to  vote  the  amount  before  the  House  was 
placed  in  possession  of  the  Bill  which  was  to 
define  the  conditions  under  which  the  money 
was  to  be  expended.  It  was  putting  the  cart 
before  the  horse  with  a  vengeance.  Why  should 
not  the  Premier  bring  down  his  Bill,  and  if  the 
House  carried  it  the  vote  could  follow  ? 

Mr.  McGOWAN  said  there  waa  nothing 
extraordinary  in  aiding  this  industry  in  the 
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I  way  as  oiher  industries  had  been  aided, 
especially  when  it  was  offered  by  way  of  sub- 
siay  to  the  fishing  industry,  whioh  that  House 
had  done  exceedingly  little  for  in  the  past. 
This  was  an  industry  that  involved  the  ezpen- 
ditnre  of  a  good  deal  of  capital,  and  it  deserved 
fee  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  HEBBIES  moved,  That  the  item,  '*  Re- 
moval of  rocks,  Whakatane  River,  £100,"  be 
reduced  by  £1,  in  order  that  he  might  elicit 
information  as  to  whether  the  work  was  beiug 
done  by  contract  or  by  co-operative  labour. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  this  work  was  being 
done  by  contract,  but  the  contractor  died  a 
year  ago,  and  the  work  was  now  being  carried 
on  by  his  trustees.  The  work  was  being  done 
under  Government  supervision,  and,  as  the 
work  could  only  be  done  in  calm  weather,  it 
depended  on  the  weather  what  progress  was 
made. 

Mr.  HERRIES  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  SLIOO  could  not  conscientiously  vote 
for  the  £8,000  in  connection  with  the  fishing 
industry.  If  the  hauls  of  fish  were  so  great  as 
had  been  represented,  capital  could  be  got  for 
the  industry  outside  the  colony  if  it  were  not 
procurable  in  the  colony  itself.  But  surely  the 
people  of  the  colony  were  not  so  emebsoulated 
as  to  refuse  fortune  for  lack  of  enterprise. 

Mr.  WASON  hoped  the  Premier  would  accept 
the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairarapa,  and  bring  in  a  Bill  in  connection 
with  the  matter.  The  result  of  this  deep- sea 
trawling  was  to  drive  fish  further  and  further 
from  the  coast. 

Mr.E.  G.  ALLEN  hoped  the  item  for  trawlers 
would  be  allowed  to  pass.  He  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  industry,  which  had  been  neg- 
lected by  successive  Gk>vemments.  The  argu- 
ment used  against  the  establishment  of  trawlers 
— ^namely,  that  the  fish  would  be  driven  away 
— would  not  apply,  as  our  coast-line  was  so  ex- 
tensive. Private  enterprise  very  often  was  not 
sufficient  to  induce  people  to  go  into  an  in- 
dustry where  the  prospects  were  not  certain, 
but  once  the  prospects  were  assured,  then  any 
amount  of  capital  would  be  invested  in  the  in- 
dustry, and  a  large  export  trade  would  spring 
up  from  the  beginning  thus  made. 

Mr.  MASSE Y  considered  that  if  it  was  de- 
sirable to  assist  the  fishing  industry  the  proper 
way  would  be  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for 
doing  it. 

Mr.  FKASER  hoped  the  House  would  be  a 
little  serious  in  the  matter,  and,  before  proceed- 
ing to  encourage  an  industry  of  the  kind,  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  removing  from  the 
statute-book  some  of  the  clauses  of  the  laws 
passed  a  year  or  two  ago — namely,  the  Shipping 
and  Seamen's  Act — whereby  boys  were  pre- 
cluded from  entering  such  an  industry  as  this. 
Although  the  Premier  stated  this  industry 
would  provide  a  new  avenue  of  employment  for 
boys,  the  statute  he  referred  to  would  have  first 
to  be  altered. 

Mr.  MONK  felt  inclined  to  vote  against  the 
vote  for  the  trawlers.  In  the  North  there  was 
no  diminution  in  the  supply  of  schnapper,  but 
supposing  this  £8,000  could  be  invested  in  a 


tangible  industry,  and  they  were  successful  in 
obtaining  large  catches,  would  there  be  a  mar- 
ket for  the  fish  in  Australia?  He  believed 
the  coasts  were  not  adapted  for  the  work  of 
trawlers,  there  being  no  extensive  banks  as  in 
the  British  seas,  and,  probably,  owing  to  the 
rapid  shelving  of  our  coast  shores  into  extreme 
ocean  depths,  the  introduction  of  trawling 
vessels  would  be  the  means  of  driving  the  fish 
away  from  the  feeding-grounds.  The  industry 
was,  in  his  opinion,  sufficiently  fostered  at  the 
present  time  by  the  bonus  the  Premier  had 
placed  on  the  estimates.  He  approved  of  a 
bonus  being  given  to  the  mullet  industry,  which 
was  a  special  one,  and  was  worth  encouraging. 
This  proposal  might  have  been  brought  down 
in  the  form  of  a  Bill,  when  he  would  have 
given  it  more  sympathetic  attention,  but  in 
its  present  form  it  was  capable  of  being  looked 
on  as  a  job,  and  therefore  had  better  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  thought  the  policy  of  dealing 
with  this  question  should  be  decided  by  a  Bill,, 
and  then,  if  it  were  agreed  to,  there  would  be 
ample  opportunity  of  placing  the  vote  upon  the 
supplementary  estimates.  He  asked  where 
these  four  trawlers  it  was  proposed  to  subsidise 
were  to  go,  and  what  company  was  to  have 
them  ?  It  was  quite  impossible  for  the  House 
to  vote  conscientiously  on  the  matter  without 
knowing  distinctly  what  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  were.  If  the  facts  were  as  stated 
in  regard  to  the  market  for  fish,  he  was  positive 
there  would  be  any  amount  of  private  enterprise- 
ready  to  take  the  matter  up  without  bonuses. 
And  supposing  four  trawlers  were  subsidised, 
what  would  it  be  but  establishing  a  monopoly 
which  would  place  those  that  came  afterwards 
without  a  bonus  in  a  position  not  to  be  able  to 
compete  with  the  assisted  trawlers  ? 

Mr.  WASON  pointed  out  that  trawlers  al- 
ways employed  a  number  of  apprentices,  which 
would  be  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Ship- 
ping and  Seamen's  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON  suggested  an  exemption  could 
be  inserted  in  that  Act  to  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  proposition  was 
altogether  monstrous,  and  he  challenged  the 
Premier  to  point  out  any  similar  instance  of 
money  being  voted  in  this  way.  He  also  wished 
to  move.  To  strike  out  the  item,  "  Wharf  at 
Panmure,  £200." 

Sir  M.  O'RORKE  wished  to  explain  that 
this  sum  was  really  a  transference  of  a  sum 
appropriated  to  one  public  purpose  to  another 
public  purpose  in  the  same  locality.  Some 
four  years  ago  the  Government,  at  his  sugges- 
tion, placed  on  the  estimates  a  sum  of  £200  for 
a  post-  and  telephone-office  at  Panmure,  which 
was  not  provided  with  a  public  office  for  these 
departments.  Post-office  and  telephone-office 
were  kept  in  the  old-fashioned  style  in  a  store, 
and  it  weis  represented  to  him  that  there  wais 
not  that  secrecy  with  regard  to  the  trans- 
mission of  telephone  messages  that  would  be- 
had  in  a  Government  office.  £200  was  voted 
by  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  post- 
and  telegraph- office.  There  were  two  influential 
houses  in  Panmure,  and,  unfortunately,  there 
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bad  been  a  disagreement  between  these  two 
bouses  as  regards  tbe  site  for  the  Government 
post-office.  The  Government  selected  an  inter- 
mediate site,  but  it  was  not  equidistant 
between  the  rival  houses,  and  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  compose  the  differences,  and  told 
the  local  authority  that  the  grant  would  be  lost 
if  a  site  was  not  agreed  on;  whereupon  the 
Chairman  of  the  local  Board  represented  to 
him  that,  as  no  agreement  was  likely  to  be 
oome  to,  it  would  be  wise  to  settle  the  matter 
by  transferring  the  £200  voted  for  the  post- 
office  to  the  erection  of  a  wharf,  which  was  long 
needed  in  the  old  military  settlement  of  Pan- 
mure.  He  brought  this  proposal  before  the  Go- 
vernment, with  the  result  that  it  was  so  trans- 
ferred, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  House,  and 
this  approval  he  now  solicited  at  the  hands  of 
honourable  members.  It  was  considered  that 
a  wharf  at  Pan  mare  would  relieve  the  road, 
from  the  Harp  of  Erin,  of  a  considerable 
Amount  of  the  heavy  traffic  that  passed  over 
it  to  Panmure  if  it  could  be  borne  by  sea,  and 
this  could  be  effected  if  there  were  a  small 
wharf  erected  there  at  which  vessels  might  dis- 
charge goods  and  take  in  produce  without  the 
loss  of  a  tide.  A  large  amount  of  goods  was 
constantly  in  transit  between  the  tannery  at 
Panmure  and  Auckland,  and  this  would  hence- 
forth be  seaborne.  A  wharf  would  also  make 
Panmure  more  attractive  than  at  present  for 
•excursionists*  as  there  would  be  a  nice  run  by 
water  and  excellent  accommodation  for  excur- 
sionists in  Panmure.  It  would  add  to  Auck- 
land an  admirable  place  for  an  additional  out- 
ing. The  sum  was  merely  a  transfer  of  the 
vote  of  the  House  which  had  never  been  spent. 
In  his  long  experience  of  the  House,  Panmure 
had  never  obtained  the  expenditure  of  a  vote  of 
this  House  in  that  township.  A  sum  had  been 
voted  last  year  for  the  repair  of  the  Panmure 
Bridge,  but  which  required  Panmure  and  the 
other  eight  contributing  Boards  to  raise  an 
•equal  amount,  or  £500,  to  meet  the  parlia- 
mentary grant.  This  was  a  serious  burden  on 
County  Boards  whose  districts  were  small  and 
needs  large,  and  finances  weak.  It  was  to  be 
hoped  that  the  bridge  repairs  would  be  pro- 
ceeded with  forthwith,  and  he  did  not  antici- 
pate any  serious  objection  to  granting  the 
vote  for  the  wharf  as  now  proposed. 

Mr.  MILLAR  wished  to  ask  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  estimates  whether  he  intended  to 
meike  provision  for  the  appointing  of  competent 
shipping-masters  at  the  chief  ports. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES  replied  that  that  ques- 
tion  would  be  decided  before  the  supplementary 
estimates  came  down. 

Mr.  MASSEY  believed  the  expenditure  of 
the  proposed  money  at  Panmure  was  necessary ; 
the  money  would  be  well  spent.  For  a  long 
time  the  people  had  put  up  with  great  incon- 
venience through  the  lack  of  a  whuf. 

Mr.  TANNEB  asked  why  the  item,  "  Pension 
to  J.  Heberley,  late  pilot  at  Queen  Charlotte 
Sound,  £50,'*  appeared  in  the  estimates.  He 
understood  that  if  a  pension  was  granted  to 
any  one  it  was  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that 
it  should  appt  aramoijg  the  permanent  charges. 
Sir  M.  O'Rorke 


For  the  purpose  of  eliciting  the  information  be 
desired,  he  would  move,  That  the  item  be  struck 
out. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  this  appeared  to  be 
an  old  case  which  had  been  on  the  estimates 
for  six  or  seven  years. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  that  the  pension  was  agreed 
to  by  the  old  Provincial  Council,  and  when 
that  bodv  was  abolished  the  case  was  handed 
over  to  the  Government.  Heberley  was  an  old 
pioneer,  one  of  the  oldest  pdots  in  the  colony, 
and  was  now  in  his  eighty-second  year. 

Mr.  TANNER  said,  what  he  wanted  to  know 
was,  why  the  amount  was  included  in  the  esti- 
mates and  not  among  the  permanent  charges. 

Amendment,  to  strike  out  the  item  £50,  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  supported  the  vote  of  £200 
to  the  Panmure  district.  A  wharf  should  have 
been  placed  there  long  ago. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  testified  to  the  necessity 
for  the  wharf.  Trade  had  now  sprung  up  to 
such  an  extent,  in  consequence  of  the  increase 
of  population  towards  Paeroa,  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  settlers  in  the  locality 
should  have  a  wharf  from  which  to  ship  their 
goods  to  the  Thames  market. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
desirability  or  otherwise  of  the  wharf.  The 
only  question  in  his  mind  was  how  this  and 
several  similar  items  had  found  their  way  into 
these  estimates,  and  the  Minister  had  not 
informed  him.  As  it  was  the  general  wish  of 
the  Committee  he  would  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  to  strike  out  the  item  £200,  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MILLS  hoped  there  would  be  no  further 
objection  to  the  vote  for  deep-sea  trawling. 
He  had  known  one  or  two  companies  who 
had  started  operations,  but,  having  insufficient 
capital  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  deep-sea 
fishing,  or  even  shore  fishing,  they  had  ceased 
their  work.  It  was  a  matter  within  his  know- 
ledge that  around  the  Marlborough  and  Kai- 
koura  coasts  was  one  of  the  finest  fishmg- 
grounds  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  worid. 

Captain  RUSSELL  pointed  out  that  the 
granting  of  £8,000  before  they  knew  how  the 
money  was  to  be  spent  seemed  to  be  a  most 
extraordinary  proceeding,  nor  did  he  see  that 
any  necessity  had  been  made  out  for  it.  He 
knew  of  four  trawlers  in  his  district  who  coold 
make  a  living,  and  moi:e  than  a  living,  at  their 
work  ;  and  he  would  like  to  know,  then,  where 
was  the  necessity  for  giving  this  £8,000  to  a 
business  that  vriu  not  in  its  experimental 
stage,  but  which  was  already  established.  He 
had  been  told  that  the  amount  was  mesnt 
for  the  benefit  of  a  particular  individual  who 
was  at  present  a  member  of  the  House,  tot 
operations  to  be  carried  on  in  Foveaux  Strait. 
It  would  be  well  if  Ministers  could  say,  if  pos- 
sible, that  there  was  no  foundation  for  such  a 
statement. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  asked  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  accept  his  assurance  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  suggestion  that  this  amount 
had  been  placed  on  the  estimates  in  the  in- 
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terest  of  a  oezUdn  member  of  the  House.  It 
WM  intended  to  bring  down  details  in  this  oon- 
neotion  in  a  Bill,  and  it  was  only  owing  to 
the  extreme  press  of  business  that  the  Bill  had 
not  been  brought  down  before  now*  If  this 
yote  were  passed  he  would  give  his  assurance 
that  the  money  would  not  be  used  unless  the 
Bill  dealing  with  the  matter  was  approved  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  BROWN  oould  not  support  this  vote  as 
it  appeared  on  the  estimates,  as  he  did  not 
believe  in  the  colony  becoming  shareholders  in 
or  part  owners  of  a  number  of  vessels,  as  was 
proposed  hero.  It  would  be  better  for  the 
Minister  to  withdraw  this  vote  until  they  had 
the  Bill  befoM  them.  While  he  believed  in 
establishing  the  fishing  industry  in  this  colony, 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  offer  a  bonus 
on  all  fish  exported  to  Australia. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  believed  thoroughly  in 
fostering  the  fishing  industry  in  every  possible 
direction.  He  could  inform  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  the  connection  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua  with  the  fishing  in- 
dustry was  purely  imaginary. 

Mr.  McLean  did  not  see  why  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  should  come  forward  to  assist  this  in- 
dustry, as  it  would  mean  that  they  would  have 
every  young  industry  in  the  colony  requiring 
similar  assistance.  The  frozen-meat  industry 
was  started  by  private  enterprise,  and  only  a 
bonus  of  £500  was  offered  ;  and  why  should  not 
this  industry  be  carried  on  on  the  same  lines  ? 
In  any  case,  he  thought  members  should  have 
time  to  go  carefully  into  the  question  when  the 
Bill  comes  down,  and  he  would  therefore  move 
to  report  progress. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Aybs,  14 

Allen.  J. 

Heke 

Russell 

Bollard 

Herries 

Sligo. 

Brown 

Massey 

Tellers. 

Buchanan 

Monk 

McLean 

Eraser 

Richardson 
Nobs,  27 

Wason. 

Gadman 

Lawry 

Pirani 

Carroll 

McQowan 

Seddon 

Carson 

McKenzie,  J 

Stevens 

Qilfedder 

McKenzie,  R.    Symes 

Hall.Jones 

Meredith 

Tanner 

Holland 

Millar 

Thompson,  T 
Tellers. 

Hutoheson,  J. 

Mills 

Kaihau 

Morrison 

Field 

Kelly 
Lamach 

Pere 

Paibs. 

Graham. 

For 

Agoiinst. 

Crowther 

Steward 

Hunter 

Camcross 

Lang 

Thompson,  R. 

Lethbridge 

O'Meara 

Lewis 

O'Regan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Wilson 

McGnire 

Houston 

Moore 

Fisher 

RoUeston 

Stout  Hogg 

Thomson,  J.  W.  Duncan 

Wright.  Joyce. 

Majority  against,  18. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  he  did  not  like  the  vote  as 
it  stood,  because,  as  he  understood  the  matter^ 
this  vote  was  absolutely  pledged  to  some  per- 
sons in  the  Old  Country  who  were  going  to^ 
bring  out  steam-trawlers  to  the  colony.  He 
knew  from  his  own  knowledge  that  there  were 
men  in  the  colony  at  the  present  moment  who 
were  prepared  to  bring  out  boats  if  they  oould 
be  assisted.  He  said  it  was  not  a  right  thing  to 
pledge  this  vote,  and  unless  the  Bill,  when  it 
came  down,  made  provision  that  any  persons  in 
the  colony  who  were  willing  to  equip  trawlers 
oould  claim  this  assistance,  he  would  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  Bill  passing. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  under  a  misapprehension  when 
he  said  this  vote  was  in  any  way  pledged.  It 
was  in  no  way  pledged,  and  there  were  no  par- 
ticular persons  who  were  expected  to  come  for- 
ward and  claim  it.  Any  person  in  or  out  of  the 
colony  could  make  an  application  for  assistance 
if  they  complied  with  the  regulations  which 
would  be  laid  down. 

Mr.  TANNER  said,  if  the  Minister  was  deter- 
mined to  persevere  with  this  vote  he  should 
vote  against  it,  though  he  was  ready  to  vote 
not  only  £8,000  but  £18,000  to  encourage  the 
fishing  industry,  if  that  was  necessary,  and  he 
should  not  trouble  himself  as  to  the  locality  in 
which  that  money  was  expended,  so  long  as  it 
was  legitimately  spent  within  New  Zealand 
waters.  But  he  held  that  they  should  have 
some  control  over  the  money.  How  could  they 
vote  this  £8,000  in  a  lump  sum  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Ministers,  after  the  experience  they  had 
had  of  recent  years  ?  He  was  sorry  to  be  driven 
into  this  position,  but  why  did  they  not  brinff 
forward  the  Bill  in  a  straightforward  way,  ana 
allow  the  House  to  put  it  trough  ?  He  would 
help  to  put  the  Bill  through,  and  then  the 
money  might  be  put  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  ;  but  he  would  be  no  party  to  voting 
£8,000  without  knowing  what  was  to  be  done 
with  it. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said,  not  one  penny  of 
the  money  would  be  spent  until  the  House  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  question  involved 
the  creation  of  an  important  precedent.  The 
absolute  want  of  any  conditions  whatever  at- 
taching to  the  vote  was  altogether  contrary  to 
our  parliamentary  practice.  He  therofore 
hoped  honourable  members  would  stand  to 
their  guns,  bearing  in  mind  the  important 
trusts  confided  to  their  care.  It  was  clear  the 
Premier  had  allowed  himself  to  be  got  hold  of 
by  some  syndicate,  probably  outside  the  colony, 
an(l  had  without  the  authority  of  this  House 
made  promises  by  which  he  seemed  to  think 
his  good  faith  was  involved.  Why  did  he  not 
follow  the  well-known  parliamentary  practice 
of  bringing  down  his  proposals  by  means  of  a 
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Bill,  to  be  followed  by  a  vote  on  the  supple- 
mental^  estimates  ? 

Mr.  OROWTHER  said  he  wished  to  enter 
his  protest  against  this  item.  It  was  qaite 
olear  that  the  more  they  followed  the  question 
the  less  satisfied  they  became  with  it.  Eight 
thousand  pounds  was  a  large  sum  of  money : 
they  did  not  know  how  it  was  gohig  to  be 
applied  ;  they  did  not  know  who  was  going  to 
administer  it ;  and  they  did  not  know,  in  faot, 
one  single  thing  about  it.  Why  should  they  be 
oalled  upon  to  vote  sums  of  money  under  those 
conditions*?  He  oould  not  make  up  his  mind 
it  was  a  right  thing  to  do ;  and  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  those  who  voted  the  money  would 
hereafter  be  held  responsible  for  the  conse- 
quenoes. 

Mr.  LARNAGH  hoped  the  Minister  would 
agree  to  withdraw  this  item  and  bring  down  a 
Bill  specifying  it  in  detail.  He  oould  not  help 
viewing  this  vote  as  entirely  experimentaJ.  It 
was  experimental  in  this  respect:  that  it  in- 
vited certain  companies  or  people  to  come  and 
partake  of  this  vote  after  it  had  been  passed, 
and  the  House  did  not  know  on  what  conditions, 
and  for  that  reason  he  would  have  to  oppose  it. 
Far  be  it  from  him  not  to  assist  anything  that 
would  tend  to  promote  their  industries,  and  par- 
ticularly the  fishing  industry,  for  as  yet  that 
was  an  unknown  quantity,  and  it  might  be  that 
a  most  valuable  industry  might  be  created  by 
means  of  deep-sea  trawling.  For  that  reason  he 
would  go  out  of  his  way  to  assist  to  any  extent 
an  industry  of  that  kind  ;  but  he  must  say  he 
could  not  support  this  vote  until  he  got  further 
information.  He  would  suggest  that  the  vote 
be  withdrawn  and  brought  down  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates,  and  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
down  explaining  fully  the  purpose  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  it  appeared  to  a  good 
many  members  of  the  House  that  private 
enterprise  was  not  equal  to  developing  this 
industry.  He  thought,  if  the  Premier,  with  the 
view  of  encouraging  this  industry,  intended  the 
item  to  be  passed,  he  should  certainly  have 
submitted  a  Bill  before  the  estimates  came 
down,  and  thus  have  allowed  them  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  its  provisions,  for  he 
tnouRbt  they  ought  to  vote  on  this  question 
with  their  eyes  open.  He  regretted  he  could 
not  support  the  item  as  it  stood  on  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  could  not  understand 
the  opposition  that  had  been  raised  to  this  item. 
He  had  learned  that  certain  rumours  had  been 
set  afloat  in  respect  to  this  item,  and  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  prejudice  the  en- 
couragement of  the  industry  by  the  statement 
that  there  were  certain  parties  interested  in  it. 
He  wished  to  say  emphatically  that  only  one 
gentleman  had  been  in  communication  with 
the  Government  on  this  matter,  and  it  was 
be  who  first  recommended  it,  and  that  was 
Captain  Fairchild.  After  certain  inquiries 
haa  been  made  by  himself  in  Australia  and 
atT  Home  it  was  decided  to  give  the  thing 
a  , trial.  But,  if  the  House  thought  that 
£8,000  for  four  trawlers  was  too  much,  he 
was  quite  willing  to  try  it  with  two.  It  was 
^^r.  Buchanan 


proposed  to  spread  the  amount  over  fonr  yesn. 
If  there  were  fonr  trawlers,  that  woold  be  £900 
for  each  trawler  per  annum.  He  intended  to 
ask  for  two  trawlers  for  the  North  Island  mod 
two  for  the  South  Island.  As  there  seemed  to 
be  a  strong  feeling  about  this,  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  take  one  trawler  for  the  South  and 
one  trawler  for  the  North,  and  so  rednee  the 
amount  to  £4,000.  This  was  oonditional  on 
the  Bill  being  passed ;  and  if  the  Bill  was  not 
passed  they  would  not  spend  a  shilling  of  the 
money.  He  would  move  to  reduce  the  amount 
to  £4,000. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  thought,  as  the  Premier  had 
reduced  by  £4,000  the  amount  asked  for,  and 
had  given  a  distinct  assurance  that  not  a 
shilling  of  the  reduced  vote  would  be  spent 
unless  the  Bill  to  be  introduced  on  the  subjeet 
were  passed,  they  were  justified  in  voting  tbe 
appropriation. 

Mr.  LARNAGH,  for  similar  reasons,  hoped 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  would 
withdraw  his  amendment.  On  the  conditions 
stated  by  the  Premier  he  felt  justified  in  sup- 
porting the  reduced  vote  of  £4,000. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  objected  to  establishing  a 
precedent  like  this,  which  was  unique  in  the 
history  of  parliamentary  usage. 

Mr.  OROWTHER  said  the  Premier  had 
distinctly  stated  that,  if  the  Bill  did  not  pass, 
not  one  shilling  of  the  money  would  be  spent. 
That  condition  was  sufficiently  clear  and  satis- 
factory, and  he  was  sorry  they  oould  not  trust 
one  another. 

Mr.  HEKE  said  the  fact  of  the  Premier  having 
reduced  the  amount  did  not  satisfy  his  mind. 
The  Bill  ought  to  be  considered  before  the  sum 
was  voted ;  and  under  the  Bill  the  Premier 
might  even  get  the  full  £8,000. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  large  sums  of  money 
should  not  be  put  on  the  estimates  in  this  way. 
The  Bill  ought  first  to  be  brought  down,  anid 
the  money  put  on  the  supplementary  estimates 
if  the  House  accepted  the  Bill.  It  was  not 
fair  to  the  House  to  put  it  in  this  way.  The 
Premier's  concession  of  £4,000  was  only  made 
because  three  votes  were  going  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  it  to  unlock  the 
deadlock. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
asked  to  receive  any  suoh  assurances  as  the 
Premier  had  made.     The  principle  was  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  his  word  and  assnzanoe 
had  been  given,  and  should  be  accepted,  other- 
wise he  ought  not  to  be  where  he  was. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  the  principle  they  con- 
tended for  was  that  no  sum  should  be  voted  in 
this  manner  until  the  Bill  was  brought  down 
and  thoroughly  discussed  by  the  House.  It  ap- 
peared that  this  industry  was  already  fairly 
well  established  at  Napier,  and  that  some 
Dunedin  people  had  gone  Home  to  purchase 
trawlers. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  not  a  steam 
trawler  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  at  anv  rate,  the  industry 
of  deep-sea  trawling  was  being  carried  on  at 
present  by  sailing-vessels. 
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Mr.  SLIOO  said  the  Premier's  o£Eer  to  reduce 
the  vote  did  not  reconcile  him  to  it  at  all.  The 
whole  principle  of  patting  a  vote  of  this  kind  on 
the  estimates  was  an  entirely  wrong  one,  and 
the  House  would  be  asserting  its  rights,  and 
dicing  what  the  country  believed  honourable 
members  ought  to  do,  by  rejecting  the  vote 
■altogether.  He  wanted  farther  information 
also  before  he  could  consent  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  WASON  said  the  question  here  involved 
was  whether  this  matter  should  be  dealt  with 
in  the  regular  constitutional  way  by  a  Bill 
being  introduced.  Steam-trawling  would  be 
ruinous  to  those  at  present  engaged  in  the 
industry.  The  market  would  be  swamped,  and 
the  retail  men  would  be  driven  out  of  the  mar- 
ket altogether.  Reducing  the  item  by  one-half 
would  leave  them  exactly  where  they  were 
before.  He  would  therefore  suggest  the  with- 
drawal of  the  amendment,  and  would  suggest 
to  the  Premier  that  the  vote  should  be  with- 
•drawn  also,  and  that  a  Bill  should  be  brought 
down  for  the  House  to  deal  with  in  a  regular 
constitutional  way. 

Mr.  McLEAN  could  not  understand  the 
•urgency  for  voting  this  money. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  he  was  quite  willing  to 
withdraw  the  amendment  if  the  Premier  would 
consent  to  place  the  amount  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates,  so  that  honourable  mem- 
bers oould  deal  with  it  after  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  considering  a  Bill  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  approve  of  members  being 
asked  to  vote  such  a  sum  as  this  in  the  dark. 
The  House  was  being  placed  in  an  invidious 
position  in  being  asked  to  vote  moneys  which 
were  to  be  expended  on  the  word  of  anybody. 
As  to  the  Bill  that  the  Premier  said  was  to  be 
brought  in,  there  was  no  such  Bill  on  the 
Order  Paper;  but  when  it  was  brought  down, 
and  the  policy  in  regard  to  this  question 
settled,  then  it  would  be  ample  time  to  bring 
the  vote  down  on  the  supplementary  estimates, 
-and  the  Premier  would  occupy  a  much  better 
position.  He  objected  to  the  principle  that 
was  sought  to  be  established,  of  voting  sums  of 
money  on  the  estimates  the  disposal  of  which 
the  House  knew  nothing  about.  If  the  Premier 
would  consent  to  bring  down  the  vote  on  the 
-supplementary  estimates,  after  the  Bill  was 
passed,  he  would  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MASSEY  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Motion  to  report  progress  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'<  That  the  item  £8,000  be  omitted." 
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McGowan  Seddon  Mills 

McKenzie,  J.    Stevens  Morrison. 

Majority  against,  6. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  explained  that  he  had  been 
locked  in,  and,  being  paired  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis), 
he  voted  as  that  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  item  £8,000 
be  reduced  by  £4,000,  as  an  indication  that 
the  amount  was  not  to  be  expended,  or  any 
portion  of  it,  unless  a  Bill  was  passed  through 
the  House  for  the  purpose  for  whoh  the  money 
was  proposed  to  be  given. 

Motion  to  reduce  vote  of  £8,000  by  £4,000 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said,  with  reference  to  the  item 
"  Protection  of  Oysters,  £260,*'  the  Marine  De- 
partment seemed  to  have  adopted  the  system  of 
leasing  the  oyster-beds.  They  had  leased  the 
beds  at  the  southern  side  of  the  Manukau  Har- 
bour, in  the  district  which  he  represented,  and 
in  most  instances  they  were  leased  for  very 
little,  so  that  the  revenue  was  not  very  much 
benefited.  On  account  of  this  practice,  people 
living  in  the  locality  were  considered  to  be 
trespassing  if  they  went  down  and  gathered  a 
few  oysters,  and  they  rendered  themselves 
liable  to  prosecution.  The  proper  way  to  pro- 
tect oysters  was  by  having  a  close  season,  and 
also  by  preventing  the  export  of  oystera  alto- 
gether. He  considered  they  should  not  lease 
these  oyster-beds  and  thus  create  a  monopoly. 
They  should  be  kept  for  the  use  of  the  people. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  agreed  that  people  living  on 
the  foreshore  should  not  be  debarred  from 
taking  a  few  oysters. 

Mr.  MONK  quite  believed  that  these  oysters 
should  be  preserved,  even  cultivated,  as  was 
done  in  France  and  Great  Britain,  where  by  this 
means  they  had  become  a  valuable  industry. 
At  the  same  time,  he  thought  it  a  great  hard- 
ship that  people  whose  frontages  were  on  the 
foreshore  were  prevented  from  taking  a  few 
oysters,  even  when  the  beds  were  leased. 

Mr.  KAIHAU  said,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Manukau  there  was  a  large  Maori  population, 
and  he  considered  that,  as  these  people  were 
suffering  a  considerable  amount  of  injustice 
owing  to  these  restrictions,  the  restrictions 
should  be  removed.  Under  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  the  right  to  their  fisheries  was 
secured  to  the  Maoris,  and  that  would  include 
the  oyster-beds,  oysters  having  been  one  of 
their  staple  articles  of  food  from  ancestral 
times  down  to  the  present;  but,  apart  from 
that,  all  persons  had  the  right,  he  thought, 
to  take  oysters  when  they  required  them.  As 
a  matter  of  justice,  the  rents  derived  from 
these  oyster-beds  should  be  paid  to  the 
Maoris,  and  under  no  circumstances  should 
any  persons  be  allowed  to  export  oysters  from 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.    PERE  thought  that  both  Europeans 
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and  Natives  should  be  allowed  to  gather  oysters 
for  their  own  consumption.  Above  all  things, 
the  Maoris  should  not  be  prohibited  from 
gathering  oysters.  He  thought  it  was  wrong 
to  lease  oyster-beds,  and  that  as  soon  as  the 
existing  leases  bad  expired  no  further  leases 
should  be  granted,  as,  if  these  leases  were  al- 
lowed to  continue,  it  would  end  in  the  Maoris' 
rights  to  the  oysters  being  lost  sight  of  and 
forgotten  for  all  time.  He  did  not  object  to 
the  oysters  being  protected. 

Mr.  MONK  said  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Waitangi  to  prevent  the  Natives 
gathering  oysters.  Under  that  treaty  their 
fisheries  were  conserved  to  them. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  said  there  was  nothing  in 
respect  to  unreserved  and  unleased  foreshores 
to  prevent  Maoris  taking  oysters  for  their  own 
foc^.  As  to  leased  oyster-grounds,  he  would 
look  into  the  condition  of  the  leases,  so  that 
there  might  be  an  opportunity  given  to  the 
Natives  to  take  oysters  when  they  wanted 
them  for  food.  Then,  in  places  where  the 
rocks  were  getting  bare,  it  was  sometimes 
necessary  to  protect  the  oysters  in  order  to 
prevent  them  disappearmg  altogether.  The 
Qovemment  would  go  carefully  into  the  matter 
and  see  what  was  best  to  be  done. 

Mr.  HERE  said,  under  the  Fisheries  Act  of 
last  year  the  Natives  could  take  certain  speci- 
fied kinds  of  shellfish  for  their  own  con- 
sumption, but  not  oysters. 

Vote,  £29,779,  agreed  to. 

Marine  :  Miscellaneous  Services,  £10,000. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  wished  to  know  if  the  Qo- 
vernment  intended  to  run  two  Government 
steamers,  or  to  sell  one. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  **Hinemoa" 
was  advertised  to  be  sold  some  time  ago,  and 
no  offers  were  received  for  her.  Instead  of 
laying  her  up,  the  Qovemment  had  utilised 
her  and  the  **  Tutanekai "  in  carrying  stores 
for  the  various  departments,  and,  so  far,  the 
two  steamers  had  been  fully  employed  in  that 
direction. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  if  the  Government 
found  that  a  cargo-boat  was  necessary,  they 
should  dispose  of  the  "Hinemoa"  and  pur- 
chase another  boat,  because  the  **  Hinemoa  " 
could  only  carry  cargo  at  a  very  high  rate  of 
cost,  as  compared  to  a  modem  cargo-boat.  See 
was  totally  unsuited  to  the  carrying  of  cargo. 

Mr.  MONK  wished  to  know  what  the  Go- 
vernment intended  doing  with  regard  to  the 
oil-engines  that  were  coming  into  use  in  the 
colony.  He  did  not  object  to  these  engines 
being  subjected  to  every  necessary  surveillance 
and  inspection,  but  he  did  not  think  that  those 
who  worked  these  engines  should  be  compelled 
to  be  engineers. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  was  awaiting  the 
receipt  from  America  of  the  regulations  that 
were  in  existence  there  with  regard  to  these 
engines  before  he  decided  what  should  be  done 
in  that  respect. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  what  was  the  total  cost 
of  the  "Tutanekai." 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  about  £37,000. 
Mr,Pere 


Mr.  MA83EY  said  this  steamer  had  oost 
them  nearly  £80  a  ton,  while  they  were  baild- 
ing  steamers  at  Belfast  at  from  £10  to  £S0  a 
ton. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  she  was  a  very  cheap 
cable-boat. 

Mr.  MONK  said  she  was  a  very  dear  boat, 
and  an  outrageously  high  price  had  been  paid 
for  her. 

Vote,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VII.— Stamp  and  Dbeds  Depabtmxbt. 

Stamp  Department,  £5,750. 

Mr.  HEKE  wished  to  know  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  bring  down  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Stamp  Act  by  reducing  the  present  stamp 
duty  on  Native  transactions  from  7|  per  cent, 
to,  say,  that  ruling  for  transactions  made  by 
Europeans. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  that  was  a  policy  ques- 
tion, and  they  would  have  to  consider  it  in 
Cabinet. 

Vote,  £5,750,  agreed  to. 

Lands  and  Deeds  Registry,  £16,020. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  what  was  the  ne- 
cessity  for  the  new  item  of  £250  set  down  for 
an  Assistant  Land  Registrar  and  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  Stamps  at  Poverty  Bay. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  they  must  have  a  Regis- 
trar there,  and  he  must  h»ve  a  salary.  The 
man  who  has  been  acting  was  paid  by  another 
department ;  but  they  could  not  always  have 
his  services  in  that  way. 

Vote.  £16,020,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — Ministbb  of  Education. 

Head  office,  £2,410. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  moved.  That  the  first  item, 
*<  Secretary  and  Inspector-General,  £600,"  be 
reduced  by  £1,  as  an  indication  that  the 
method  of  grading  the  teachers  by  the  In- 
spector-General of  Schools  was  unsatisfaotory. 
There  were  five  classes,  denominated  respeo- 
tively  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  and  in  each  class 
there  were  five  grades,  designated  by  the  figures 
1,  2,  8,  4,  and  5.  Teachers  were  graded  by  the 
Inspector-General,  who  was  guided  by  the  ie> 
ports  and  recommendations  of  the  Inspectors  ; 
and  the  Inspectors'  reports  were  not  uniform, 
but  varied  in  the  different  educational  dis- 
tricts. To  teachers  in  the  high  schools  th* 
marks  were  assigned  by  the  Inspector-General 
himself,  and  the  teachers  there  rose  through 
the  grades  faster  than  did  those  in  the  ordinary 
schools,  where  it  took  at  least  fourteen  years 
to  rise  from  the  lowest  grade  to  the  highest. 
Inspectors  of  Schools,  too,  though  not  engs^ed 
in  teaching,  were  promoted  in  rank  much  more 
speedily  than  if  they  were  actively  engaged  in 
the  pedagogic  profession. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  increase  of  £125  under  the  head  of 
"  Other  Charges." 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  the  Secretary 
was  away  on  sick-leave,  and  that  involved  the 
extra  clerical  assistance. 

Vote,  £2,410,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Public  Schools,  £399,600,  agreed  to. 
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Native  SohooU,  £16,900. 

Mr.  MONK  said  there  was  a  necessity  for 
seooriiig  uniformitv  of  pay  thronghoat  the 
oolony  for  the  teachers,  both  of  the  European 
and  Native  schools.  The  education  of  the 
Natives  should  also  be  more  epual  to  the 
European  standards. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  would  like  to 
see  a  uniform  system  adopted.  The  difference 
in  salaries  was  caused  by  the  difference  in 
average  attendance. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  urged  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing boys  and  girls  of  the  Native  race  aa 
pupil-teachers  in  Native  schools.  Although 
the  Native  school  system  had  been  adopted  for 
forty  years,  nothing  had  yet  been  done  in  the 
way  of  ojffioeringthe  Native  schools  with  Native 
teachers.  Were  these  Native  schools  under 
the  control  of  Native  Committees  elected  an- 
nually by  the  Native  householders  ? 

Mr.  HEKE  said  the  Native  Committees  were 
elected  annually  from  the  parents  of  the  chil- 
dren attending  the  Native  schools.  Practi- 
cally speaking,  there  was  a  waste  of  money  over 
these  schools.  In  them  the  Fourth  Standard 
was  very  little  higher  than  the  Second  Standard 
in  European  schools,  and  he  thought  they  were 

fetting  too  many  Native  schools  altogether. 
le  would  like  to  see  larger  schools  and  fewer 
of  them,  and  the  standard  of  education  ought  to 
be  raised.  Most  of  the  Native-school  teachers 
were  not  qualified  men,  and  an  imj^rovement 
was  needed  in  this  respect,  also  with  better 
salaries  for  the  teachers.  Another  thing  also 
needed  was  the  introduction  of  something  in 
the  nature  of  industrial  or  technical  schools, 
but,  above  all,  an  agricultural  college  in 
the  centre  of  this  Island,  where  Native  boys, 
after  passing  through  the  ordinary  schools 
oould  acquire  a  knowledge  of  practicaJ  farming. 

Mr.  MONK  hoped  the  number  of  Native 
schools  would  not  be  reduced,  as,  if  that  were 
done,  the  distances  between  the  schools  would 
be  so  great  that  a  number  of  children  would 
not  be  sent  to  school  at  all.  He  also  hoped 
that  some  system  of  technical  education  would 
be  introduced  in  connection  with  the  Native 
schools,  under  which  the  scholars  might  be 
taught  to  take  some  interest  in  the  industries 
and  mechanical  appliances  of  European  life. 

Vote,  £16,900,  agreed  to. 

Industrial  Schools,  £10,447. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
the  item,  *'  Maintenance  of  Inmates  in  othei 
Institutions,  £250." 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  was  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  class  of  inmates  that  it  was 
not  considered  desirable  should  be  maintained 
in  the  ordinary  industrial  schools. 

Vote,  £10,447,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  School  for  Deaf-mutes,  £3,048,  agreed 
to. 

Vote,  School  for  Blind,  £455,  agreed  to. 

Technical  Instruction,  £2,100. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
this  vote. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  the  £2,000  was 
paid  in  accordance  with  <*  The  Manual  and 
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Technical  Instruction  Act,  1895,"  and  the  £100 
was  given  as  assistance  in  the  examinations 
held  in  connection  with  the  South  Kensington 
regulations. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  that  technical  classes 
were  being  established  in  some  of  the  country 
districts.  Up  to  a  short  time  ago  the  classes 
that  were  registered  under  the  Minister  of 
Education  were  allowed  a  certain  concession — 
the  person  who  travelled  from  the  centre  of 
population  to  give  instruction  in  the  classes  in 
country  districts  was  allowed  a  concession  in 
regard  to  railway-fares.  Some  trouble  arose, 
and  the  concession  was  withdrawn.  He  would 
ask  the  Minister  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to 
secure  the  re-establishment  of  the  same  pri- 
vilege to  these  teachers  of  technical  classes  in 
country  districts,  where  good  work  was  being 
done. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  same  difficulty 
had  been  brought  under  his  notice  in  con- 
nection with  his  own  district.  He  thought  it 
was  a  reasonable  thing,  and  he  would  confer 
with  the  Minister  for  Railways  and  see  if  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  asked  could  not  be 
done. 

Vote,  £2,100,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  £4,000,  Miscellaneous  Services,  agreed 
to. 

Lunacy  and  Charitable  Department :  Luna- 
tic Asylums,  £55,592. 

Mr.  MILLAR  moved.  That  the  item,  **  £1,000, 
Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums,"  be  reduced  by 
£200.  This  gentleman  was  the  most  highly  paid 
officer  in  the  Civil  Service,  and  he  also  received 
another  £200  as  Inspector  of  Hospitals.  If  he 
had  the  time  to  do  the  work  of  both,  then  he 
was  too  highly  paid  as  Inspector  of  Asylums, 
and  if  his  time  were  fully  occupied  as  Inspector 
of  Asylums,  then  he  had  no  time  left  to  devote 
to  hospitals. 

Mr.  MONK  pointed  out  that  this  gentleman 
received  this  salary  at  a  time  of  retrenchment^ 
and  if  it  was  not  too  high  a  salary  then  it  could 
hardly  be  disapproved  of  now  ;  not  but  that  he 
still  held  that  the  entire  expenditure  of  the 
colony  required  revision. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  if  it  was  not  a  fact  that 
the  Inspector  was  engaged  on  the  understand- 
ing that  he  was  entitled  to  his  present  salary 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  his  position  now  was  that 
of  an  ordinary  Civil  servant. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  looked  upon  Dr.  MacGregor 
as  one  of  the  most  efficient  officers  in  the 
colony,  and  was  only  surprised  at  his  staying 
in  the  service  so  long. 

Mr.  OILFEDDER  considered  that,  seeing  the 
Premier  was  receiving  only  £1,000,  that  was 
more  than  enough  for  any  Civil  servant. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  took  exception  to  the 
argument  adduced  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu.  A  Minister  of  the  Crown  and 
a  Civil  servant  were  on  altogether  different 
planes,  and  no  fair  comparison  could  be  made 
between  them. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
<*That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £200." 
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Ayes,  9. 

Field                  Momson 
Gilfedder           Pere 
Hntcheson,  J.    Stevens. 
Meredith 

Tellers. 
MUlar 
Symee. 

Nobs,  23. 
Alien,  E.  0.       Herries  Massey 

Allen,  J.  Holland  MUls 

Gadman  Hutchison,  Q.   Richardson 

Carroll  Kaihau  Thompson,  T. 

Carson  Lawry  Wason. 

Graham  McGowan  TelUra. 

Hall- Jones         McEenzie,  J.     Bollard 
Heke  McEensie,  R.    Buchanan. 

Majority  against,  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  how  it  was  that  the 
Resident  Medical  Superintendent  at  Auckland 
only  received  £550,  while  those  in  Wellington 
and  elsewhere  received  £600. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  had  only  recently  taken  charge. 

Vote,  £55,992,  agreed  to. 

Charitable,  £1,257. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  promise  after  pro- 
mise had  been  given  by  the  Government  that 
reforms  would  be  instituted  in  our  miserable 
system  of  charitable  aid,  but  those  promises 
had  never  been  fulfilled.  The  successive  re- 
ports of  Dr.  MacGregor,  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment, were  a  sufficient  justification  for  the 
strongest  language  that  could  be  used  against 
the  maladministration  which  prevailed.  There 
had  been  an  increase  in  the  expenditure  alto- 
gether out  of  proportion  to  the  increase  in  our 
population.  It  was  nothing  short  of  a  disgrace 
to  the  Government  and  Parliament  that  this 
question  should  have  been  allowed  to  drift  into 
its  present  position. 

Vote,  £1,257,  agreed  to. 

Rotorua  Sanatorium,  £1,206. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  what  were  the  receipts  from 
the  Rotorua  Sanatorium. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  all  the  details  were 
shown  in  the  Lands  Report. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  a  portion  of  the 
money  voted  for  the  Rotorua  Sanatorium  last 
year  had  been  spent  on  the  West  Coast,  and 
in  other  places. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  on  the  public-works 
estimates. 

Vote,  £1,206,  agreed  to. 

Department  of  Labour,  £6,425. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  how  it  was  that  the  vote 
for  the  State  Farm  at  Levin  had  been  ex- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  additional  expenditure 
was,  he  thought,  in  connection  with  the  new 
farm  at  Tahati. 

Mr.  MASSEY  would  like  to  know  how  it  was 
that  £4,223  had  been  spent,  while  only  £1,500 
had  been  voted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  give  the  honour- 
able gentleman  a  return. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  protested  against  the  man- 
agement of  the  Department  of  LGboour,  especially 
with  reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  Shearers' 


Accommodation  Act,  which  were  not 
out  in  a  fair  way. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber would  give  the  Government  particulars  of 
the  case  he  alluded  to  they  would  look  into  it. 

Mr.  MASSEY  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
cost  of  the  Labour  Journal,  It  was  a  perfectly 
useless  publication,  and,  as  an  indication  in 
that  direction,  he  would  move,  That  the  item  of 
£8.500  be  reduced  by  £1. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  editing  and  clerical 
work  were  done  in  the  office,  and  entailed  no 
extra  expenditure,  and  the  printing  was  done 
at  the  Government  Printing  Office,  and  was 
not  charged  against  the  Labour  Bureau.  He 
would  have  to  inquire  from  the  Printing  Office 
what  the  cost  was. 

Mr.  WASON  said,  with  regard  to  the  item 
of  £550  for  expenses  of  Royal  Gommisaion 
in  connection  with  private  benefit  societies, 
during  the  ^ort  session  there  was  no  mention 
made  of  this  Commission  at  all,  and  it  came  as 
a  sort  of  shock  to  honourable  members  to  find 
that  this  Commission  had  been  appointed 
quite  suddenly,  without  taking  the  opinion  of 
members  in  any  shape  or  form,  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  it.  It  was  an  exceedingly  undesirable 
thing  that  members  of  the  House  should  have 
been  put  in  the  position  of  Commissionets. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  one  of  the  best 
things  that  happened  the  appointing  of  that 
Commission.  Many  charges  had  been  made 
with  regard  to  these  societies,  cuid  he  was  very 
pleased  indeed  that  the  result  of  the  Com- 
mission was  to  set  at  rest  all  these  imputations 
that  had  been  made,  and  to  find  that  in  the 
bulk  of  the  cases  they  were  working  satislac- 
torily.  Legislation  on  the  subject,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  findings  of  the  Commission, 
would  be  brought  down  shortly. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  hoped  the  Premier 
would  have  seen  his  way  to  have  olosed  up 
altogether  this  expenditure  of  £3,500  in  bureau 
expenses,  for  this  oureau  only  tended  to  manu- 
facture unemployed. 

Mr.  MILLAR  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  to  the  necessity  for  increasing  the 
salaries  of  the  Secretary  and  Chief  Inspector 
of  Factories  and  the  four  other  Inspectors. 

Mr.  SEDDON  saidt  he  intended  to  place 
before  Cabinet,  for  submission  to  Parliament 
on  the  supplementary  estimates,  increases  in 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  mentioned.  As  to 
the  Liibour  Journal^  he  would  have  a  return 
furnished  as  to  the  cost  of  it,  and  then  they 
could  see  whether  or  not  it  was  advisable  to 
continue  it. 

Mr.  MASSEY  said,  if  the  Premier  would  give 
a  return  of  the  cost  of  this  journal,  and  afiord 
them  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  matter, 
he  would  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  do  that. 

Mr.  MONK  thought  these  Royal  Com- 
missions in  the  hands  of  the  Government  were 
very  useful  institutions  for  providing  pickings 
during  the  recess  for  those  who  could  not  earn 
the  same  money  by  any  other  process. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £6,485, 
Department  of  Labour,  agreed  to. 
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Glass  IX.~MnnBS  Depabtment. 

Mines  Department,  £5,405. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEK  aaked  for  an  explanation  of 
the  item,  **  Secretary,  Mining  Bureau,  £250." 
What  was  this  appointment  for  ? 

Mr.  GADMAK  said  the  bureau  was  esta- 
blished in  consequence  of  a  strongly  expressed 
wish  in  the  last  Parliament.  There  was  a 
strong  feeling  that  there  should  be  a  Mining 
Bureau,  and  the  gentleman  who  was  appointed 
saoretary  was  editor  of  the  New  Zealand  Mima 
Record, 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  disapproved  of  such  a 
joomal  being  issued  by  the  State  in  competi- 
tion with  mining  journals  that  were  published 
in  the  colony  through  private  enterprise. 

Mr.  GADMAK  said  this  also  was  the  result 
of  the  strong  wish  expressed  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, the  object  being  to  disseminate  reliable 
information  with  respect  to  our  mining  in- 
dustry. There  had  as  yet  only  been  three 
issues  of  the  journal,  and  it  would  take  some 
time  to  prove  whether  or  not  it  gave  satisfac- 
tion ;  if  not,  it  would  have  to  be  stopped. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  £125  was  a  very 
meagre  salary  for  the  Assistant  Geologist. 

Mr.  GADMAN  explained  that  Mr.  McKay, 
the  Government  Geologist,  in  his  explorations, 
used  to  have  the  assistance  of  a  man  who  was 
paid  casually  at  the  rate  of  7s.  or  8s.  a  day, 
and  it  was  thought  better  to  get  a  young  man 
at  a  stated  salary  to  do  this  work. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  the  salaries  paid 
to  the  Government  Geologist  and  to  the  In- 
specting Engineer  and  Inspectors  of  Mines 
were  altogether  inadequate  and  incommen- 
surate with  the  salaries  paid  to  officers  of  a 
similar  rank  in  other  departments.  Having 
regard  to  the  attainments  that  were  reqjaired 
of  men  filling  these  positions,  and  the  respon- 
sibility that  devolved  upon  them  in  insuring 
the  safety  of  life  and  property,  the  salaries 
were  far  too  low.  The  Government  ought  to 
reorganise  the  Mines  Department  and  put  it 
on  a  better  basis.  The  Directors  of  the  schools 
of  mines  were  also  underpaid  when  we  took 
into  account  the  scientific  attainments  of  these 
gentlemen.  This  was  proven  two  years  ago, 
when  some  of  our  best  officers  accepted  private 
employment  in  preference  to  continuing  where 
their  services  were  not  properly  recognised. 

Mr.  RIGHABDSON  indorsed  the  remarks  of 
the  last  speaker.  They  had  had  a  very  compe- 
tent Inspecting  Engineer — one  man  in  a  thou- 
sand, in  fact — but  he  had  been  tempted  from 
their  service  by  the  offer  of  a  very  much  higher 
salary ;  and  the  consequence  wm  an  additional 
expense  of  £600  to  the  department,  m  two 
assistants  and  an  Inspecting  Engineer  were 
now  employed  doing  the  work  that  Mr.  Gordon 
had  done  unaided. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  condemned  the  policy  of  pay- 
ing very  low  salaries  to  men  intrusted  with 
such  responsible  duties  as  had  to  be  carried 
out  by  tne  Mining  Inspectors.  The  Minister 
ought  certainly  to  take  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration, for  the  lives  of  a  great  many  people 
were  dependent  upon  the  efficient  workmg  of 
this  department.    As  an  indication  that  the 


Gommittee  did  not  desire  to  continue  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Mines  Becordt  he  moved,  Tbat 
the  item,  "Secretary,  Mining  Bureau,  £250,'* 
be  reduced  by  £1. 

Mr.  GADMAN  quite  agreed  with  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speakers  with  respect  to  these 
Inspectors  in  the  Mines  Department.  The 
resignation  of  Mr.  Gordon  had  been  a  distinct 
loss  to  the  colony.  He  thought  he  was  now 
receiving  a  salary  about  three  times  more  than 
he  received  from  the  colony.  He  had  made  up 
his  mind  when  Mr.  Gordon  decided  to  leave  to 
ask  the  House  to  vote  him  an  increase  of  £250 
— his  salary  formerly  was  £500 — but  when  he 
told  him  the  arrangement  he  had  made  it  was 
quite  evident  that  the  House  would  never  have 
agreed  to  give  him  the  same  salary  as  he  was 
now  receiving.  In  regard  to  the  Mining  In- 
spectors, these  were  new  appointments,  and,  as 
men  entering  the  Government  service  looked 
forward  to  working  their  way  up,  it  followed 
that  they  should  start  from  the  minimum 
salary.  The  other  officers  left  in  the  same 
way,  he  thought.  One  got  double  and  an- 
other got  treble  the  salary  he  received  from 
the  oolonv.  So  far  he  thought  they  had  been 
replaced  bv  men  fairly  equid  to  those  who  had 
left,  but  Mr.  Gordon  he  did  not  think  could  be 
replaced  in  the  colony  as  an  all-round  mining 
engineer  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mining 
and  waterworks.  Regarding  this  application  to 
raise  the  salaries,  he  might  say  that  after  an 
experience  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  in  that 
House  this  was  the  first  Parliament  where  such 
a  demand  had  been  made  all  round  for  the  in- 
crease of  salaries.  As  to  the  Mining  Bureau, 
he  would  ask  honourable  members  to  let  it  have 
a  fair  trial,  and  then  if  it  were  found  that  it  was 
not  necessary  it  could  be  dropped.  The  gentle- 
man appointed  had  been  appointed  on  that 
understanding.  It  was  not  intended  that  the 
bureau  should  pay  its  way  exactly  ;  its  object 
was  to  enable  thoroughly  reliable  information  to 
be  disseminated,  especially  outside  the  colony, 
about  the  mining  industry  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said,  if  the  Minister  would 
promise  to  lay  on  the  table  next  session  a  re- 
turn of  the  cost  of  publishing  and  circulating 
this  journal,  so  as  to  permit  of  an  idea  being 
formed  as  to  whether  it  was  likely  to  be  a  suc- 
cess or  not,  he  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  GADMAN  had  no  objection  to  giving  the 
cost ;  but,  as  far  as  that  was  concerned,  the 
officer's  salary  was  the  main  cost,  and  printing 
made  up  the  rest.  He  would  lay  the  results 
on  the  table  next  year. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WASON  drew  attention  to  the  irregular 
inspection  of  the  Malvern  coal-mines.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  see  that  it  was 
made  at  regular  intervals. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  considered  that  the  subsi- 
dising of  the  small  schools  of  mines,  such  as 
Matakanui,  for  which  £200  was  asked  to  be 
voted,  was  an  unwise  proceeding.  The  money 
was  not  usefully  spent,  and  infinitely  more  good 
could  be  done  if  the  money  were  devoted  to  in- 
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oreasixigihe  mining  scholanhips  at  the  properly- 
equipped  schools  of  mines. 

Mr.  GADMAN  found  il  very  difficult  to  deal 
with  this  question.  In  the  case  of  the  Reefton 
School,  it  was  the  only  school  of  instruction  on 
the  West  Coast.  He  held  the  same  opinion  as 
the  honourable  member,  that  it  was  not  quite 
one  of  the  wisest  items  of  ezpenditdre ;  but  at 
the  same  time  they  must  have  on  the  West 
Coast  some  means  of  supplying  the  want  that 
was  felt  in  this  connection.  The  same  remark 
applied  to  all  the  small  mining  communities, 
and  this  was  the  best  way  that  he  could  see  of 
meeting  it. 

Vote,  £5,405,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Meteorological  and  Museum  Depart- 
ment, £781,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  Services,  £10,290. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  item,  **  Electric  power :  Engineering  and 
report,  £600." 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  this  was  in  respect  to  the 
amount  voted  last  year  for  water-conservation  all 
over  the  colony,  but  in  regard  to  which  nothing 
was  done  until  after  the  end  of  March.  He 
had  had  trouble  in  dealing  with  this  question 
of  water- conservation,  and  only  recently  had 
got  one  of  the  Government  officers  to  make  a 
report,  what  might  be  termed  an  interim  re- 
port. The  report  was  in  the  printer's  hands, 
and  he  was  awaiting  the  Governor's  signature 
to  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  if  the  Minister  could 
see  his  way  to  give  a  little  more  assistance  to 
the  Otago  School  of  Mines. 

Mr.  CADMAN  did  not  think  the  Otago 
School  of  Mines  could  complain  on  the  whole. 
Last  year  they  received  £1,000. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  would  again  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  reconsider  the  policy  of  erecting 
small  schools  of  mines  all  over  the  colony. 
These  small  schools  could  not  render  effective 
service,  and  it  would  be  much  better  to  give 
the  larger  schools  more  assistance  by  way  of 
scholarships. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  had  got  a  wrong  idea  with 
regard  to  these  small  mining  schools.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  there  were  hundreds  of 
young  men  throughout  the  colony  living  at 
great  distances  from  the  school  attached  to  the 
University  in  Otago,  and  the  main  school  at 
the  Thames.  These  people  bore  part  of  the 
expense  of  the  erection  of  buildings  themselves 
to  keep  the  schools  going;  and  unless  the 
Government  aided  these  districts  in  the  manner 
indicated  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
get  any  instruction,  as  they  could  not  go  to 
the  large  centres  for  it;  they  had  not  the 
means  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HERBIES  thought  the  School  of  Mines 
was  doing  a  great  deal  of  good.  Of  course,  a 
good  deal  depended  upon  the  teacher,  but  if 
he  was  a  good  man  a  great  deal  of  good  was 
done,  and  he  thought  the  grant  might  be  to 
advantage  increased. 

Mr.  CADMAN  thought  that  where  a  district 
would  spend,  say,  £200  for  themselves  towards 
erecting  a  school,  it  showed  there  was  some- 
Mr.  J.  AlUn 


thing  bond  flde  in  the  matter,  and  there  waa 
some  reason  to  help  them ;  but  if  they  came 
to  the  Government  to  do  everything  for  them 
he  did  not  think  so  much  of  it. 
Vote,  £10,290,  agreed  to. 

Gi«A.8B  X. — Depabtment  of  AoBicui/ruaB. 

Department  of  Agriculture,  £56,405. 

Mr.  MONK  wanted  some  information  about 
the  Poultry  Expert,  £225. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  a  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  had  waited  on  him  and 
impressed  upon  him  that  a  Poultry  Expert 
should  be  appointed.  There  was  an  officer  in 
the  Railway  Department  who  had  been  selected 
by  Dr.  MacGregor  to  go  to  Seacliff  to  teckoh 
poultry-raisinfl,  and  he  had  been  very  suooess- 
ful  there  and  nad  done  so  much  good,  and  had 
been  able  to  save  people  so  much  money,  tiiat 
he  had  been  recommended  to  him,  and  he  had 
agreed  to  engage  him  on  condition  that  the 
House  p'kssed  his  salary.  He  was  siniply  a 
temporary  officer  at  present,  and  if  the  Honae 
did  not  see  fit  to  pass  his  salary  he  would  go 
back  to  his  old  position. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  the  Minister  had 
taken  a  desirable  step  in  appointing  a  Poultry 
Expert ;  but  he  doubted  whether  he  had  the 
requisite  experience  from  a  commercial  point 
of  view.  There  was  not  the  smallest  doubt 
that  the  raising  of  poultry  and  eggs  by  small 
settlers  was  a  question  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. He  had  seen  a  special  train  loaded 
with  frozen  poultry  from  the  Western  Staes  of 
America  travelling  to  the  Eastern  centres  of 
population  for  consumption  during  the  follow- 
ing winter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  officer  in  ques- 
tion, from  what  he  knew  of  him,  wasapraotical 
man  that  had  made  himself  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  and  he  believed  he  waa  as  good  a 
man  as  could  be  got. 

Mr.  MASSET  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
gentleman  in  question  was  only  appointed  tem- 
porarily, because  he  thought  that  settlers  had 
nothing  to  learn  from  him. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  expert  was 
engaged  on  the  terms  he  had  mentioned,  and 
if  the  House  desired  he  should  not  be  retained 
he  was  quite  willing  to  take  a  division  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  WASON  would  be  ver^  sorry  to  see  this 
vote  reduced ;  and,  if  the  M mister  would  only 
give  the  House  an  assurance  that  if  this  gentle- 
man was  not  satisfactory  he  would  appoint 
some  one  in  his  place  who  would  be,  he  would 
cordially  support  the  vote. 

Mr.  MASSEY  asked  if  the  item,  "Assistant 
Entomologiet,  £150,"  referred  to  Captain 
Broun.  He  was  sure  he  was  stating  the 
opinion  of  the  farmers  and  fruit-growers  of  the 
Auckland  Province  when  he  said  that  no  more 
suitable  person  could  be  appointed  to  the  posi- 
tion. He  would  like  to  see  Captain  Broun's 
salary  increased. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  part  of  the  vote 
alluded  to  could  be  made  available  for  Captain 
Broun's  salary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  to  know  the 
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intentions  of  the  Oovernmont  with  regard  to 
defUing  with  tubercalosifl  in  stock.  This  was 
a  very  difficult  sabject  to  deal  with,  and  the 
Minister  ought  to  proceed  very  cautiously  in- 
deed. As  to  the  item,  **  Contribution  towards 
oool-storage  of  produce  in  London,  £3,000,"  it 
opened  out  a  very  important  question  of  public 
policy,  but  he  was  prepared  to  let  it  pass  if  the 
Minister  of  Lands  would  give  a  pledge  that  he 
would  not  expend  any  of  it  unless  a  Bill  was 
passed  by  the  House  strictly  definiug  the  pur- 
poses to  which  the  money  was  to  be  applied. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE said,  as  to  theitem,  **  Com- 
pensation for  cattle  destroyed  for  tuberculosis 
and  other  diseases  under  the  Stock  Act,  £1,000," 
there  had  been  a  great  many  cases  of  hardship 
where  the  Veterinary  Surgeons  had  had  to 
destroy  the  stock  of  poor  people.  No  money 
could  be  better  spent  than  in  keeping  the 
disease  in  check.  This  was  a  matter  of  interest 
not  only  to  the  farmers,  but  also  to  the  com- 
Burners. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  if  the  disease  was  reported 
as  increasing. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  Yes ;  but  the  Stock 
Inspectors  and  Veterinary  Surgeons  informed 
him  that  if  they  had  a  free  hand  and  could  pay 
for  the  stock  destroyed  they  felt  certain  they 
could  put  down  the  disease.  He  would  iutro- 
duce  a  Bill  this  session  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion. As  to  the  sum  put  down  for  cool-storage 
at  London,  it  would  only  be  spent  if  satisfactory 
arrangements  could  be  made  for  this  colony. 

Mr.  SYMES  said  he  was  only  sorry  that 
twice  the  amount  was  not  on  the  estimates 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  compensation  for 
cattle  destroyed  for  tuberculosis,  and  also  that 
it  was  not  proposed  to  appoint  more  Inspectors. 
The  disease  had  been  spreading  rapidly  in  the 
Taranaki  Province,  and  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible for  one  Inspector  to  do  the  work  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  Recently  there  were 
twenty-five,  head  of  cattle  destroyed  on  one 
farm  and  nine  on  another ;  and  only  the  other 
day  the  Inspector  had  ordered  twenty-five  head 
at  the  Stratford  Saleyards  to  be  destroyed. 
The  sooner  the  disease  was  stamped  out  the 
better  it  would  be  for  everybody,  and  in  order 
to  do  that  speedily  and  effectively  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  compensation  should  be 
paid  for  the  cattle  destroyed. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  wished  to  know  if  the 
Minister  would,  before  next  session,  collect 
information  from  the  principal  schools  of  agri- 
culture in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe  with  the  view  of  establishing 
a  school  of  agriculture  in  the  Auckland  Dis- 
trict? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  had  plenty  of 
information  on  the  subject  already.  It  was  a 
question  of  money. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  wished  information  as  to  the 
item  for  experimental  stations. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  this  item  included 
Momohaki,  the  experimental  station  in  the 
Waikato,  one  down  in  Central  Otago,  and  also 
the  station  they  were  proposing  to  establish 
at  Whangarei  for  the  extermination  of  para- 
sites. 


Mr.  MASSEY  said  the  statements  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  disclosed 
a  serious  state  of  things,  and  if  it  was  half  as 
bad  as  the  honourable  member  represented 
that  district  to  be  in  relation  to  this  disease  it 
would  be  incumbent  on  the  people  of  Auckland 
to  do  something  in  the  way  of  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  stock  from  the  Taranaki  Dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  the  most  bitter  com- 
plaints were  made  as  to  the  administration  of 
the  Rabbit  Department  in  the  CluUia  district, 
and  it  seemed  that  the  policy  of  keeping  down 
the  rabbits  had  become  utterly  distasteful  in 
that  part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that  was  evidence 
that    the    department    was  insisting  on  due  ' 
attention  being  paid  to  the  necessary  work  of 
keeping  down  the  rabbits. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  in  what  shape  did 
the  Qovemment  propose  to  inform  them  of 
their  detailed  scheme  of  cool- storage. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,  by  a  Bill ;  and  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  would  be  contingent 
on  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Vote,  £56,405,  agreed  to. 

Class  XI. — Wobkino  Railwats. 

Working  Railways,  £810,000. 

Mr.  MORRISON  moved,  That  the  item, 
"General  Manager,  £800,"  be  reduced  by  £10, 
as  an  indication  that  the  salary  of  the  Qeneral 
Manager  was  too  small,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  make  provision  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  for  increasing  his  salary  to 
£1,000. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
amendment,  but  thought  it  rather  invidious  to 
single  out  one  man.  Still,  the  office  of  General 
Manager  was  of  such  great  importance  that» 
provided  they  had  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  it  would  be  difficult  to  overpay  him. 

Mr.  CAD  MAN  said  our  railway  officers  were 
the  worst  paid  in  the  Australasian  Colonies. 
In  dealing  with  this  question  he  had  to  con- 
sider that  there  was  a  strong  feeling  in  the 
last  Parliament  against  increasing  the  higher 
salaries,  and  Ministers  had  felt  that  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  the  various  departments 
should  not  exceed  the  salaries  of  Ministers  of 
the  Crown.  If  there  was  now  a  feeling  in 
favour  of  a  change  Ministers  would  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  it.  There  was  one  increase 
on  the  estimates,  and  that  was  in  the  salary 
of  the  Assistant  General  Manager,  which  was 
now  brought  to  within  £50  of  that  of  the 
General  Manager.  There  were  four  officers 
who  had  been  left  out  of  the  classification  list 
at  their  own  request — the  General  Manager, 
the  Assistant  General  Manager,  the  Locomo- 
tive Superintendent,  and  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Permanent-way — and  it  was  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  they  should  have  an  in- 
crease or  not.  Last  year  there  was  a  strong 
feeling  expressed  against  touching  the  salaries 
at  all.  Last  year,  however,  £5,000  additional 
was  put  on  for  the  employ^  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  would  vote  for  the  amend- 
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ment  to  increase  the  General  Manager's  salary 
to  £1,000.  The  time-table  of  the  Eaipara 
Branch  badly  needed  adjustment,  so  as  to 
afford  a  better  service  than  they  had  at  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  it  would  be  a  dangerous 
precedent  to  start  raising  salaries  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  private  member.  The  initiative 
should  come  from  the  Minister ;  it  was  his  duty 
to  come  down  with  the  salaries  he  thought  to 
be  sufficient  for  the  work  performed.  It  would 
be  highly  invidious  for  members  to  pick  out 
one  officer  from  the  list  and  say  his  salary 
should  be  raised.  There  might  be  officers  who 
deserved  an  increase  even  more  than  the 
General  Manager. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  had  a  high  opinion  of  the 
General  Manager,  but  was  not  prepared  to  vote 
for  raising  his  salary.  He  would  be  more  in- 
clined to  increase  the  wages  paid  to  lads  taken 
on  by  the  department  in  country  districts  from 
68.  a  week  to  7s.  6d.  or  lOs.  a  week. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON  had  a  high  opinion  of 
the  capabilities  of  the  General  Manager,  and 
would  agree  to  the  increase  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  if  some 
anomalies  lower  down  in  the  scale  were  re- 
moved. Nearly  every  mechanic  in  the  casual 
staff  was  paid  under  the  current  rate  of 
wages  paid  by  private  employers.  For  in- 
stance, carpenters  were  paid  9s.  a  day ;  while 
boilermakers  the  other  day  would  not  go  to 
Petone,  because  the  railway  rate  was  lower 
than  the  ordinary  rate  of  pay.  He  was  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  policy  of  giving  so 
much  concession  to  the  settlers  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  living  wage  of  the  tradesmen 
was  not  a  wrong  one  altogether,  and,  in  the 
face  of  this  fact,  he  could  not  see  his  way  to 
vote  for  this  increase  to  the  General  Manager's 
salary. 

Mr.  GADMAN  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  the  amendment.  If  there  was  a  feel- 
ing in  the  House  that  the  railway  head  officers 
were  not  paid  in  proportion  to  others  it  was 
only  fair  they  should  meet  them  to  some 
extent,  but  he  did  not  think  it  wise  to  pass  a 
resolution  for  the  purpose  of  merely  increasing 
one  officer's  salary.  If  it  vrns  the  feeling  of  the 
House  that  they  should  deal  with  these  four 
officers,  his  impression  wm  they  should  go  on 
the  classification  list  wibh  the  others  and  get 
their  increases  annually  up  to  the  maximum  of 
the  scale,  and  not  that  one  officer  should  re- 
ceive in  a  lump-sum  an  increase  of  £200,  and 
the  others  probably  not  get  anything  at  all. 
He  thought  probably  these  officers  now  re- 
gretted they  asked  to  be  left  out  of  the  classifi- 
cation, and  he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  put  into  the  classification  the  same  as 
the  other  officers. 

Mr.  WASON  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  MOBRISON  said  that  if  the  Minister 
would  give  a  pledge  to  bring  down  an  amending 
Glasfiification  Bill,  bringing  the  four  officers 
referred  to  into  the  classification,  and  raising 
their;  salaries,  he  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. While  the  Assistant  General  Manager 
Mr.  Bollard 


received    an   increase  of   £100    the    General 
Manager  did  not  get  a  farthing. 

Mr.  CARSON  asked  why  one  officer  got  an 
increase  and  not  the  other.  He  had  been  oat 
of  the  House  and  had  not  heard  the  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  OADMAN  said  that  the  duties  formerly 
discharged  by  Mr.  Blow,  the  late  Under-Seoie- 
tary,  had  fallen  on  the  shoulders  of  Mr.  Hod- 
son,  the  Assistant  General  Manager,  who  waa 
the  hardest-worked  officer  in  the  service.  He 
had  offered  him  assistance,  but  Mr.  Hndson 
preferred  to  do  the  work  himself. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Minister  for  Bail, 
ways,  through  delicacy,  had  not  mentioned 
that  Mr.  Bonayne  received  £50  house-aUow> 
ance,  which  came  out  of  the  ordinary  vote  for 
railways.  As  the  promise  had  been  made  that 
an  amending  Classification  Bill  would  be  intro- 
duced he  hoped  the  estimates  would  now  be 
passed.  As  regards  Mr.  Hudson,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  that  gentleman  was 
doing  really  good  work  and  was  worth  more 
money.  The  disparity  previously  between  hia 
salary  and  that  of  the  General  Manager  was 
too  great.  He  had  no  wish  to  detract  from  the 
valuable  services  rendered  by  the  General 
Manager.  Mr.  Hudson  was  the  main-spiing  of 
the  Bailway  Service. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  Mr.  Bonayne  was  the 
General  Manager  for  the  colony,  and  had  three 
officers  under  him:  those  in  charge  of  the 
Locomotive  Department,  the  Permanent-way* 
and  the  Traffic.  Mr.  Bonayne  had  the  general 
supervision  over  all. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SLIGO  wished  to  read  a  letter  he  had 
received  from  Dunedin  complaining  that  the 
men  in  the  Hillside  Workshops  were  rated 
according  to  the  second  grade,  while  thoee  at 
Addington  were  all  rated  as  in  the  first  grade. 
This  letter  also  said  chat  there  was  great  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bailway  Classification  Bill.  He 
could  hardly  believe  that  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  letter  were  correct. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  that  in  regard  to  that 
point  it  was  perhaps  better  to  make  public  the 
following  particulars  regarding  the  classifica- 
tion: The  question  arose  as  to  whether  &e 
officers  employed  throughout  the  service  would 
be  allowed  to  appeal  against  the  classification 
under  the  Bill.  Under  the  Bill  the  Minister 
had  arbitrary  power  if  he  chose  to  exercise  it. 
He  had  no  wish  to  exercise  that  power,  his 
only  desire  being  to  see  the  classification  give 
the  greatest  possible  satisfaction  to  the  people 
for  whom  it  was  intended.  The  whole  of  ttie 
emplo^^s  in  the  Bailway  Department  had 
been  given  a  month  from  the  12th  November 
in  which  to  lodge  appeals,  and  if  there  were 
any  serious  objection  to  the  classification 
list,  and  the  department  were  satisfied  that  a 
mistake  had  been  made,  they  would  remove  it 
at  once ;  but  in  cases  whero  there  was  a  dis- 
pute as  to  whether  the  classification  was  right 
or  wrong  they  would  go  to  the  Appeal  Board 
for  its  decision.  They  wished  to  arrange  the 
classification  in  such  a  way  that  the  men  would 
not  suffer  hardship.    The  statement  was  not 
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ooneofe  that  all  the  men  in  the  Hillside  Work- 
shops had  been  rated  in  the  second  class,  while 
those  at  Addington  had  been  placed  in  the  first 
class. 

The  Oommittee  divided    on    the    question, 
**  That  progress  be  reported." 

ATX8,  11. 


Allen,  J. 

Carson 

Sligo. 

Bollard 

Heke 

Taier$, 

Brown 

Massey 

Herries 

Buchanan 

Monk 

Nobs,  23. 

Wason. 

Allen,  E.  G. 

Eaihan 

Morrison 

Oadman 

Lawry 

Pere 

Carroll 

McGowan 

Seddon 

Field 

McKenzie,  J. 

Symes 
Thompson,  T. 

Gilledder 

McKenzie,  B. 

Hall-Jones 

Meredith 

TeUera, 

Holland 

Miliar 

Hatcheson,  J.   Mills  Stevens. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MILLAR  said  he  had  a  complaint  to 
make  in  reference  to  the  classification.  When 
the  Bill  was  before  the  House,  he  and  others 
were  given  to  understand  most  distinctly  that 
the  door  would  be  left  open  for  the  passage  of 
men  from  the  non- clerical  to  the  clerical  de- 
partment. It  appeared  now,  however,  that 
under  the  regulations  that  could  not  be  done. 
He  might  mention  that  he  had  been  assured 
by  the  General  Manager  and  Assistant  General 
Manager  that  six  men  would  be  transferred 
from  the  second  to  the  first  division  evenr  year 
as  vacancies  arose.  There  had  been  a  distinct 
breach  of  faith  in  this  matter.  He  had  re- 
ceived complaints  from  all  parts  of  the  colony 
about  this  question. 

Major  STEWARD  said  he  had  received  com- 
munications from  the  railway  employes'  branch 
at  Gamaru,  in  which  they  took  exception  to  the 
regulation  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City.  He  understood  that  the 
men  did  not  ask  that  the  door  should  be 
opened  so  widely  that  there  should  be  prac- 
tically no  distinction  between  the  clerical  and 
non-clerical  departments,  but  they  thought 
there  should  be  opportunities  for  exceptionally 
good  men  in  the  non-clerical  class  to  be 
appointed  to  any  position  for  which  they  were 
smted  in  the  other  class.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  a  reasonable  request ;  and  he  thought  the 
Minister  should  alter  the  system  as  desired  by 
amending  the  regulations. 

Mr.  WILSON  would  like  to  emphasize  what 
had  been  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  Citv  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitaki.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  dissatisf ac- 
tion  amongst  the  men  at  the  apparent  impossi- 
bility at  the  present  time  of  deserving  young 
men  rising  from  the  non-clerical  department  to" 
what  they  considered  to  be  the  higher  branch 
— the  clerical  department.  He  felt  sure  if  the 
Minister  could  see  his  way  to  alter  the  regula- 
tions in  this  respect  he  would  earn  the  grati- 
tude of  the  railway  officials. 


Mr.  LAWRY  said  the  Classification  Act  as 
worked  out  was  regarded  by  the  men  as  being 
an  officers*  Classification  Act,  and  it  did  not 
really  benefit  the  rank  and  file  of  the  railway 
emplo^te.  He  hoped  that  in  the  Bill  which 
the  Mmister  was  introducing  he  would  remedy 
the  defect  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  the  unfairness 
of  the  railway  employes  only  getting  one  holi- 
day in  connection  with  the  Queen's  Jubilee, 
whilst  other  men  got  three  days'  holiday. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  indorsed  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  with 
respect  to  this  question  of  clMsification.  He 
had  received  a  great  number  of  complaints  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  great  dissatisfaction 
existed  amongst  the  railway  employes  in  refer- 
ence to  the  clause  of  the  regulations  to  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  had  drawn 
attention.  He  was  pleased  to  see  that  the 
Minister  was  going  to  bring  down  an  amending 
Bill  this  session,  and  he  hoped  that  Bill  would 
remedy  the  defect  alluded  to, 

Mr.  SLIGO  said  he  had  received  an  emphatic 
protest  against  clause  19  of  the  regulations, 
governing  classification.  The  complaint  was 
that  the  men  could  not  pass  from  one  division 
to  another  whatever  tneir  qualifications  or 
services  might  be. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  as  to  the  Jubilee  holidays, 
there  was  a  distinction  made  in  giving  railway 
servants  one  day's  holiday,  while  those  in  other 
departments  received  two  and  three  days' 
holiday. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  felt  rather  pleased 
with  the  Classification  Act  so  far,  because  he 
had  grave  doubts  when  it  was  passed  as  to 
whether  he  would  not  have  far  more  trouble 
than  had  arisen  so  far.  He  knew  what  it  was 
to  deal  with  different  classes  of  men,  and  they 
would  see  the  difficulties  that  were  likely  to 
arise,  and  he  told  them  there  were  about  sixty 
different  classes  in  this  department.  As  to  the 
statement  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  (Mr.  Millar),  that  a  promise  was  given 
him  by  the  General  Manager,  or  the  Assistant 
General  Manager,  that  six  transfers  from  the 
second  to  the  first  division  would  be  made 
annually,  he  might  say  that  that  was  the  first 
he  had  heard  of  such  a  promise,  and  he  would 
say,  further,  that  the  General  Manager  or  the 
Assistant  General  Manager  had  no  authority 
to  make  any  such  arrangements  with  any 
member  of  the  House.  The  Minister  was  the 
only  one  who  could  make  a  promise  of  that  kind. 
It  was  understood  that  some  provision  would 
be  made  to  allow  some  members  of  the  second 
division  to  pass  into  the  first,  and  provision 
was  made  in  the  schedule  which  now  provided 
fourteen  different  openings  for  men  in  the 
second  division  to  work  up  to,  and  upon  reaching 
the  top  of  which  they  would  get  an  opportunity 
of  what  might  be  termed  getting  across  the 
bridge  to  the  first  division.  It  was  wrong  to 
say  that  there  was  no  chance  of  getting  from 
the  second  division  into  the  first,  because  there 
was  the  provision  in  each  of  the  three  different 
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bmnohes  to  work  aoroBs  the  bridge  into  the  other. 
When  he  stated  that  there  were  nine  handred  in 
the  first  division  and  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred in  the  second  division,  the  change  from 
the  second  division  to  the  first  as  vacancies 
arose  could  not  evidently  be  rapid.  As  to  the 
regulations,  he  considered  he  had  been  badly 
treated  by  the  members  of  the  service  in  this 
respect,  because  he  took  the  trouble  to  bring 
the  delegates  to  Wellington  twice,  their  ex- 
penses being  paid,  to  consult  with  them  on 
this  veiy  matter ;  and  on  each  occasion,  after 
they  had  gone  back,  they  had  had  objections 
advanced  bv  the  men  to  something  or  other 
that  the  delegates  had  agreed  upon.  He  had 
told  the  delegates  on  the  second  occasion  that 
if  they  did  not  come  there  as  the  accredited 
representatives  and  mouthpieces  of  the  men 
they  need  not  come  at  all.  The  regulations 
were  framed  conjointly,  and  there  they  had 
the  result  that  grievances  were  still  put  for- 
ward, and  objections  were  continuing,  so  that 
he  thought,  instead  of  the  men  having  griev- 
ances, it  was  he  who  had  the  right  to  com- 
plain. With  regard  to  the  Jubilee  holidays,  he 
would  point  out  that  by  the  closing  of  the 
offices  in  the  case  of  members  of  the  Civil 
Service,  whose  salaries  were  voted  on  the  es- 
timates vearly,  the  colony  would  lose  little  or 
nothing  by  their  being  given  holidays,  as  any 
accumulation  of  work  during  these  three  days 
had  to  be  overtaken  on  their  return  to  their 
respective  offices  ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  wages- 
men  on  the  railways  the  giving  to  them  of  a 
holiday  on  full  pay  meant  the  payment  of 
£1,692,  and  three  holidays  would  mean  £5,076, 
so  that  he  thought  they  had  done  fairly  by 
these  men  by  giving  them  one  day's  holiday  at 
a  cost  of  £1,692  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  if  Stationmasters  and 
clerks  at  stations  like  Wellington  or  Auckland, 
where  Sunday  trains  were  run,  received  any 
extra  remuneration  for  that  Sunday  work. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  platelayers  rightiy 
complained  that  their  Saturday  haJf-holiday 
only  started  from  four  p.m.  on  Saturdays,  thus 
depriving  them  of  three  hours  of  the  ordinary 
half-holiday.  The  plea  was  that  while  trains 
were  running  it  was  unsafe  to  let  the  plate- 
layers ofi  sooner,  but  this  explanation  did  not 
seem  to  be  sufficient,  as  on  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal lines  quite  a  number  of  trains  ran  after 
four  o'clock,  and  he  therefore  did  not  see  why 
the  platelayers  should  not  get  o£E  at  one  o'clock. 
At  any  rate,  it  ought  to  oe  possible  to  com- 
promise the  matter  by  letting  half  of  them 
cake  Saturday  about  in  getting  o£E  at  the 
earlier  hour.  Of  course,  the  safety  of  the 
public  must  be  looked  to,  but  this  could  surely 
be  scoured  by  careful  administration.  Then, 
the  carpenters  had  a  grievance  that,  while 
they  only  got  paid  when  they  were  at  work, 
the  foremen  got  paid  wet  or  dry,  and  there  was 
therefore  no  incentive  for  the  foremen  to  give 
the  men  a  full  week's  work. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  did  not  think 
the  Minister  had  grasped  the  objection  which 
had  been  raised  to  the  classification  of  the  em- 
ployes under  the  Act.  He  wanted  attention 
Mr,  Cadtnan 


specially  directed  to  that  part  of  the  regula- 
tions indicating  that  promotions  from  the 
higher  grades  of  the  second  to  the  lower  grades 
of  the  first  division  was  confined  to  ooaohtng 
and  goods  foremen  and  timber-cheokers  only. 
Why  should  promotion  stop  at  these  positions? 
Instead  of  providing  what  the  Minister  called 
three  bridges  f lom  the  one  division  to  the  other, 
there  should  be  a  broad,  open  highway-M>pen 
to  merit  and  capacity  from  the  lowest  grade 
of  the  service  to  the  highest,  so  that  no  person 
in  the  lower  division  would  feel  himself  for 
ever  debarred  from  reaching  any  position  in 
the  service  for  which  he  might  be  qualified. 
The  Minister  had  initiated  the  classifioation  by 
ignoring  the  grand  principle  essential  to  a  de- 
mocratic community,  that  no  position  should 
be  denied  to  any  one  who  could  by  industry 
or  natural  ability  qualify  himself  to  reach  it. 
The  fact  that  there  would  be  an  immense 
number  of  applicants  while  the  vacancies  were 
few  ought  to  have  no  weight  in  the  matter. 
They  must  have  no  artificial  obstructions  to 
the  upward  career  of  any  one  in  the  Railway 
Service. 

Mr.  HOGG  thoroughly  sympathized  vnth  the 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker,  and  they  would 
commend  themselves  to  the  common-sense  of 
the  people.  He  found  that  in  the  Railway 
Department  an  impassable  barrier  was  placed 
in  the  way  of  merit,  which  not  merely  a£feoted 
those  long  in  the  service,  but  even  the  lads 
who  were  just  entering  it.  Once  they  entered 
in  a  particular  branch  it  was  extremely 
difficult  for  them  to  get  out  of  that  branch 
into  another,  no  matter  what  their  aptitude 
might  be.  For  instance,  a  lad  who  entered 
the  non- clerical  department  could  not  enter 
the  clerical  department,  no  matter  what  his 
assiduity,  intelligence,  or  capabilities  might 
be.  Such  a  barrier  to  the  advanoement  of 
the  young  was  utterly  opposed  to  demooratio 
principles,  and  he  was  surprised  that  it  was 
tolerated. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  how  the  following  case 
would  be  affected  under  the  present  olaasifiea- 
tion :  There  were  a  number  of  boys  at  Petone 
who  had  gone  in  as  apprentices,  and  had 
passed  the  Fifth  Standard.  They  wished  to 
get  into  the  mechanical  engineering  depart- 
ment, their  ambition  being  to  become  engi- 
neers, and  to  be  transferred  to  the  engineering 
clerical  department.  Was  there  any  bar  in  the 
way  of  these  boys  being  transferred  to  that 
division  when  they  became  eighteen,  nineteen, 
or  twenty?  If  there  were  such  a  bar,  the 
Minister  should  recognise  that  it  should  be 
removed. 

Mr.  MILLAR  quite  reooffnized  the  difficulty 
the  Minister  had  in  connection  with  the  matter, 
but  it  was  so  important  that  it  ought  to  be 
thoroughly  discussed.  Although  he  told  them 
the  men  could  get  to  the  positions  mentioned, 
he  knew  that  it  would  take  them  a  lifetime  to 
do  so.  Take  the  foUovrinff  case :  A  lad  entered 
as  a  cadet  and  within  eighteen  months  he  was 
in  charge  of  a  station.  Surely  such  lads  should 
be  allowed  to  go  higher  than  porters'  positions 
if  they  showed  themselves  qualified  to  take 
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charge  of  a  station ;  but  cinder  the  regulations 
it  was  impoBsiUe  for  them  to  get  higher. 
When  the  Act  was  being  passed,  he  pointed 
this  matter  out  to  both  the  General  Manager 
and  the  Asaistant  Manager,  and  they  admitted 
that  there  was  an  injustice  in  it ;  but  they 
said  there  was  a  great  difficulty  in  opening 
the  door  wide  to  every  person,  because  there 
would  be  injustice  also  caused  to  the  clerical 
department,  and  they  said  they  would  recom- 
mend that  nroTision  should  be  made  for  at 
least  six  of  tnese  men  being  transferred  from 
the  non-clerical  to  the  clerical  division.  He 
contended  that  the  regulation  limiting  the 
length  to  which  a  man  might  go  was  entirely 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  GADMAN,  in  reply  to  various  questions 
of  honourable  members,  said  that  at  present 
Stationmasters  were  paid  a  salary  by  the  year : 
they  received  no  overtime.  A  deputation  of 
Stationmasters  saw  him  some  time  ago,  and 
asked  him  to  consider  the  question  of  Sunday 
trains;  and  he  found  that  in  some  cases  the 
Stationmaster  worked  a  whole  Sunday,  but  in 
most  cases  only  half  the  day.  He  intended,  if  he 
had  the  opportunity  to  bring  this  question  before 
the  House,  to  consider  the  question  of  abolish- 
ing Sunday  trains  altogether,  as  the  profits  to 
the  department  from  Sunday  running  was  a 
mere  bagatelle.  As  regarded  the  question  of 
the  Saturday  afternoon  holidays,  he  had  an- 
swered it  in  the  House  every  session,  and  only 
a  few  days  ago,  in  reply  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waikouaiti  (Mr.  E.  G.  Allen).  It  was 
an  important  matter  to  the  men,  and  it  had  his 
svmpathy ;  but  somebody  must  be  along  the 
Imes  as  much  as  possible  at  times  when  trains 
were  running,  and  if  the  men  were  away  half  a 
day  on  a  Saturday  and  there  was  an  accident, 
in  the  face  of  the  departmental  objection 
the  responsibility  would  rest  on  him.  That 
responsibility  he  would  not  like  to  take,  as 
things  might  run  smoothly  for  twelve  months 
and  then  a  big  accident  might  occur,  and  it 
was  with  regret  he  had  to  decline  the  request. 
With  regard  to  the  fitters  who  were  now  ap- 
prentices, there  was  one  very  f(ood  chance  for 
boys  in  that  position.  If  while  serving  their 
apprenticeship  they  chose  to  read  up  and  im- 
prove themselves  sufficiently  to  pass  the  Civil 
Service  examination  there  was  provision  made 
for  them  to  be  taught  Givil  engineering,  and 
they  got  the  first  position  vacant.  With  regard 
to  a  cadet  getting  charge  of  a  station  after 
eighteen  months*  service,  he  did  not  know  of 
any  such  case  having  occurred  in  his  time. 
Only  certain  people  could  get  Stationmaster- 
ships  after  they  had  worked  up  to  them,  and 
he  did  not  see  how  cadets  under  the  Classifica- 
tion Act  could  get  such  positions  until  they 
had  worked  up  to  them. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  was  not  satis- 
fied  with  the  explanation  of  the  Minister.  It 
seemed  to  him  that,  under  the  present  regula- 
tions, there  were  numbers  of  men  who  might 
enter  the  service  saying,  "  It  does  not  matter 
what  my  qualifications  are  I  can  only  rise  a 
certain  distance  and  no  further.'*  That  was 
wrong.   The  position  of  Governor  of  the  colony 


was  open  to  any  one  who  could  show  his 
qualifications  for  it,  though  the  patronage  lay 
in  another  country.  Why  should  they,  who 
had  the  full  powers  in  their  own  hands,  legis- 
late to  for  ever  condemn  certain  men  to  re- 
main in  the  lower  grades  of  the  service. 
Every  man  should  feel  that  his  position  con- 
tained at  least  the  potentialities  of  indefinite 
promotion. 

Mr.  HOGG  said  it  seemed  to  him  if  a  man 
entered  one  branch  of  the  service  he  could  not 
be  promoted  in  another  branch,  no  matter 
what  his  application  mi^ht  have  been,  or  how 
well  he  might  educate  himself. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  was  quite 
evident  from  the  regulations — and  the  Minister 
could  not  deny  it— that,  for  instance,  a  young, 
smart,  intelligent,  and  fairly  well  educated  por- 
ter in  the  service  could  not  rise  to  the  position 
of  Stationmaster.  Why  should  he  not,  if  he 
in  every  respect  qualified  himself  for  the  posi- 
tion? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  he  could  not  accept  the 
dictum  of  honourable  members  on  this  point. 
He  had  said  all  along  that  he  believed  a  porter 
could  get  from  the  second  division  to  the  first, 
and  he  maintained  that  position. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  understood  that  the  increases 
in  salaries,  owing  to  the  increments  of  the  first 
year  under  the  classification  scheme,  amounted 
to  about  £5,000.  Would  the  Minister  tell  him 
what  the  increments  were  likely  to  be  for  the 
second  and  third  years.  He  would  like  to  be 
assured  that  the  department  was  not  likely  to 
be  overburdened  by  these  increases,  and  that  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  department  bo 
carry  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  was  great  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  regulations  under  the 
Classification  Act  which  fixed  the  ages  at  which 
railway  servants  should  retire,  and  they  desired 
to  form  some  superemnuation  scheme  to  which 
they  were  willing  to  contribute  the  whole  or 
the  greater  part  of  what  would  be  required  to 
form  the  fund.  Had  the  Minister  been  appealed 
to,  or  had  he  considered  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Allen,  he 
(Mr.  Cadman)  issued  a  circular  to  members  last 
year  showing  what  the  estimated  increments 
would  be  for  about  ten  years.  It  might  pro- 
bably be  in  Hansard.  The  classification  came 
out  this  year  wonderfully  close  to  what  they 
estimated  it  would  be.  There  was  dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  Civil  Service  at  the  large  increases 
which  the  Post  and  Telegraph  officers  got  while 
others  got  little  or  no  increase  for  years,  and 
the  only  remedy  would  be  a  general  classifica- 
tion of  the  entire  Civil  Service.  With  respect 
to  the  regulations  as  to  the  age  of  retirement, 
the  Act  gave  them  power  to  make  these  regula- 
tions. In  the  first  place,  there  were  now  over 
a  hundred  old  men  in  the  service  who  were 
recommended  to  be  retired,  and  whose  only 
crime  was  their  old  age,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances he  did  not  know  what  to  do.  If  they 
were  dispensed  with,  they  would  have  them 
petitioning  Parliament  asking  for  compassion- 
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ftte  allowanoes.  There  were  now  on  ibe  esti- 
mates a  very  large  number  of  compassionate 
allowances  for  widows  and  orpbans  of  men  who 
had  died  or  been  killed  in  the  service,  and  so 
on.  That  was  the  reason  why  they  put  in  the 
power  to  make  regulations  ^or  the  age  of  retire- 
ment. If  the  men  would  take  in  hand  a  super- 
annuation scheme  of  their  own,  in  which  the 
House  might  possibly  be  disposed  to  assist  them, 
the  Government  would  be  prepared  to  consider 
it. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIG  asked  what  were  the 
wages  paid  to  labourers  on  the  Westport-Grey- 
moutb  Section,  and  if  it  was  true  that  the 
wages  of  the  platelayers  there  had  been  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  the  wages  of  these  plate- 
layers had  not  been  reduced,  and  that  the 
labourers  on  the  West  Goast  got  6d.  a  day 
more  than  was  paid  in  the  rest  of  the  colony ; 
but  when  vacancies  arose  he  could  only  pay 
the  rate  authorised  under  the  Act. 

''Mr.  J.  ALLEN  asked  if  any  of  the  loan- 
money  had  been  utilised  to  keep  up  the  stock 
of  locomotives.  It  seemed  to  him  they  ought 
to  be  kent  up  out  of  revenue,  only  charging  the 
loan  witn  the  difierence  between  the  value  of 
the  new  locomotives  and  those  replaced. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said  the  repairs  and  renewals 
were  paid  out  of  the  working-expenses  and  not 
charged  to  the  Gapital  Account.  But  new  loco- 
motives were  charged  to  capital  and  conversions 
of  old  locomotives  were  charged  against  both 
working-expenses  and  Gapital  Account.  They 
estimated  the  value  of  tho  old  locomotives 
before  converting  and  debited  the  amount  to 
working- expenses;  but  the  balance,  being  the 
cost  of  new  work,  was  charged  to  the  Gapital 
Account. 

Vote,  £810,000,  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Cctdwan 


Glass  XII. — Public  and  School  BuiLDnios, 

DOMAIHS,  AND  iNSFXCnON  OF  MACHUnBT 

Dbpabtmbht. 

Public  Buildings,  £15,600. 

Mr.  MONK  desired  to  call  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  Governor's  residence  at  Auckland ; 
the  sum  of  £300  was  quite  inadequate  to  put 
it  in  order. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  £300  was  not 
for  repairing  the  building  at  all.  He  had  just 
received  an  estimate  from  the  engineer  whioh 
pointed  to  the  necessity  for  rather  extensive 
repairs.  That  would  be  provided  for  in  the 
public-works  estimates. 

Vote,  £15,600,  agreed  to. 

School-buildings,  £25,000. 

Mr.  BUGHANAN  said  the  population  in  the 
Wellington  Provincial  District  wae  inoreasiog 
very  rapidly,  and  the  Education  Board  was 
simply  at  its  wits*  ends  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary school-buildings,  especially  for  the  coun- 
try districts.  He  would  urge  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  provide  that  the  allocation  of  the 
education  vote  should  be  made,  to  some  extent, 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population  in 
the  several  education  districts. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  of  opinion  that  the  basis 
of  allocation  was  not  fair  to  those  districts 
where  new  settlements  were  springing  np,  and 
special  arrangements  would,  he  trusted,  be 
made  whioh  would  meet  those  cases. 

Mr.  WASON  moved  to  report  progress. 

Motion  negatived. 

Vote,  £25,000,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Government  Domains,  £1,000,  agreed 
to. 

Vote,  Inspection  of  Machinery,  £4,800,  agreed 
to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  p.m.  (Saturday). 


END  OF  NINETY-NINTH  VOLUME. 


By  Authority:  John  Mackat,  Government  Printer,  Wellington. 
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